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PREFACE 

There is no proof that Shakespeare personally superintended the printing 
of any of his plays. Although sixteen came separately from the press in 
small quarto volumes during his lifetime, many, if not all, of these were 
published without the consent or supervision of the author from copies 
often surreptitiously obtained from the playhouse. At the time of Shake 
speare’s death in 1616, no less than twenty-one plays remained in manu¬ 
script. Six years later, in 1622, one of these, ‘Othello’, was issued to the 
public in quarto. It was not until 1623 that Shakespeare’s actor friends, 
John Heming and Henry Condell, brought together the previously printed 
and unprinted dramas of which they knew him to be the author, and 
published them in a folio volume in order ‘to keep’ (as they wrote) ‘the 
memory of so worthy a friend and fellow alive’. Thirty-six plays were thus 
claimed for Shakespeare. The thirty-seventh, ‘Pericles’, had been first 
printed separately in quarto in 1609, but was not added to the collection 
until the third folio appeared in 1664. 

The text alike of the first folio and the quartos was doubtless supplied 
by playhouse copies which often embodied the ill-conditioned interpola¬ 
tions and alterations of actors and theatrical managers. As a rule the 
editors of 1623 followed where they could the text of the quartos, but in 
a few cases they unwisely had recourse to less correct copies. Moreover, 
the printers of both Elizabeth’s and James I’s reigns were very liable to 
typographical error, and they introduced much that is unintelligible into 
the original editions of Shakespeare’s works. But in the absence of Shake¬ 
speare’s manuscripts, the seventeen early quartos and the folio of 1623 
jointly present, despite defect of copyist and printer, the sole authorized 
version of the Shakespearian text. From thpt version I have only ven¬ 
tured to deviate where it seemed to me that the carelessness of either 
copyist or printer deprived a word or sentence wholly of meaning. Editors 
of Shakespeare have sometimes denounced as corrupt and have partially 
altered passages which owe their difficulty of interpretation to the presence 
of some word or phrase rare in Shakespeare’s day and long since obsolete. 
It has been my endeavour to avoid this danger. I have only adopted a 
change after convincing myself that the characteristics of Shakespeare’s 
vocabulary or literary style failed to justify the original reading. 

For me uncertain orthography of the old editions I have substituted 
the recognized orthography of the present day. But metrical considera¬ 
tions occasionally render the retention of the older spelling necessary, and 
I have deemed it desirable to adhere to the older forms of a few words 
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which modern orthography has practically shaped anew. The punctua¬ 
tion has been thoroughly revised, and, to increase facilities of reference, 

I have numbered the lines at shorter intervals than have been adopted 
hitherto. 

in seeking to emend corrupt passages I have carefully considered thq' 
suggestions of my many predecessors, and from few of those who have 
already laboured in the field of textual criticism have I failed to derive 
some enlightenment. Of the older editors, Theobald, whose edition of 
Shakespeare appeared in 1733, and Capcll, whose edition appeared in 
1768, have proved most helpful. Among more modern editions I am 
chiefly indebted to the work of Delius, Dyce, and the Cambridge editors. 
A very few of the emendations which 1 have adopted are now introduced 
into the text for the first time. My thanks are due to my friend Mr. P. A. 
Daniel for many useful suggestions. 

I have appended a short glossary, which I trust will adequately explain 
the meaning of the obsolete words which Shakespeare employed. 

W. J. CRAIG. 


1894. 
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THE TEMPEST 


DRAMATIS PERSONAS 

Alonso, Kin* of Naples Stefhano, t drunken Butler. 

Sebastian, his Brother. Master of a Ship, Boatswain, Mariners. 

Pkospeko, the right Duke of Milan. Miranda, Daughter to Prospcro. 

Antonio, his Brother, the usurping Duke of Milan. Am, an airy Spirit. 

Ferdinand, Son to the King of Naples. 

Gonzalo, an honest old Counsellor. 

Adrian, V,^ 

Francisco,/*^ 

Caliban, a savage and deformed Slave. 

Trincolo, a Jester. 

Scene.— The Sea, with a Ship ; afterwarda an Itland. 


Iris, 

Ceres, 

Juno, 

Nymphs, 

Reapers, ) 

Other Spirits attending on Frospero. 


presented by Spirits, 


ACT I 

SCENE I. — On a Ship at Sea. A tempestuous 
noise of thunder and lightning heard. 

Enter a Shipmaster and a Boatswain severally. 

Mast. Boatswain! 

Boats. Here, master: what cheer? 

Mast. Good, speak to the mariners: Bill to't 
yarely, or we run ourselves aground: bestir, 
bestir. [£xif. 

Enter Mariners. 

Boats. Heigh, my hearts! cheerly, cheerly, my 
hearts! yare, yarel Take in the topsail. Tend 
to the masters whistle.—Blow, till thou burst 
thy wind, if room enough! 9 

Enter alonso, Sebastian, antonio, Ferdinand, 
gonzalo, and others. 

Alon. Good boatswain, have care. Where's 
the master? Play the men. 

Boats. I pray now, keep below. u 

Ant. Where is the master, boson? 

Boats. Do you not hear him? You mar our 
labour: keep your cabins: you do assist the 
storm. id 

Gon. Nay, good, be patient. 

Boats. When the sea is. Hence! What cares 
these roarers for the name of king? To cabin: 
silence! trouble us not. so 

Gon. Good, yet remember whom thou hast 
aboard. ss 

Boats. None that I more love than myself. 
You are a counsellor: if you can command 
these elements to silence, and work the peace 
of the present, we will not hand a rope more; 
use your authority: if you cannot, give thanks 
you have lived so long, and make yourself ready 
in your cabin for the mischance of the hour, u 
it so hap.—Cheerly, good hearts!—Out of our 
way, I say. [Exit. 

Gon. I have great comfort from this fellow: 
methinks he ha th no drowning mark upon him; 
his complexion is perfect gallows. Stand fast, 
good Fate, to his hanging! make the rope of his 
destiny our cable, for our own doth little ad¬ 
vantage ! If he be not born to be hanged, our 
case is miserable. [Exeunt. 


Re-enter Boatswain. 

Boats. Down with the topmast! yare 1 lower, 
lower! Bring her to try with main-course. [A 
cry within.] A plague upon this howling) they 
are louder than the weather, or our office.— 4 * 


Re-enter Sebastian, antonio, and gonzalo. 
Yet again? what do you here? Shall we give 
o’er, and drown? Have you a mind to sink? 

Seb. A pox o’ your throat, you bawling, blas¬ 
phemous, incharitable dog I 
Boats. Work you, then. 47 

Ant. Hang, cur, bang! you whoresor, in¬ 
solent noisemaker, we are less afraid to be 
drowned than thou art. 

Gon. I’ll warrant him for drowning; though 
the ship were no stronger than a nutshell, and 
as leaky as an unstanched wench. S3 

Boats. Lay hera-hold, a-hold! Set her two 
courses; off to sea again; lay her off. 

Enter Mariners, wet. 

Mar. All lostl to prayers, to prayers! all 
lost! [Exeunt. 

Boats. What, must our mouths be cold? s* 

Gon. The king and prince at prayers! let us 
assist them. 

For our case is as theirs. 

Seb. I am out of patience. «o 

Ant. We are merely cheated of our lives by 
drunkards.— 

This wide-chapp’drascal,—would thoumight’st 
lie drowning, 

The washing of ten tides! 

Gon. He’ll be hang’d yet. 

Though every drop ofwaterswear against it, 64 
And gape at wid’st to glut him. 

I A confused noise within, —‘ Mercy on us!'— 
*We split, we split 1 ’—‘Farewell, my wife and 
children!’— 

‘Farewell, brother!’—’We split, we split, we 
split!’— 67 

Ant. Let’s all sink wi’ the king. [Exit. 
Seb. Let’s take leave of him. [Exit. 

Gon. Now would I give a thousand fbrlongs 
of sea for an acre of barren ground: long heath, 
brown furze, any thing. The wills above be 
done! but I would fain die a dry death. [Exit. 



2 


THE TEMPEST 

Scene n. The Island: before the Cell of 

PROSPERO. 

Enter PROSPERO and MIRANDA. 

Mira. If by your art, my dearest father, you 
have 

Put the wild waters in this roar, allay them. 
The sky, it seems, would pout down stinking 
pitch, 3 

But that the sea, mounting to th’ welkin’s cheek, 
Dashes the fire out. Ot 1 have suffer'd 
With those that I saw suffer: a brave vessel. 
Who had, no doubt, some noble creatures in her. 
Dash'd all to pieces. O! the cry did knock 8 
Againstmy very heart. Poorsouls, they perish’d. 
Had I been any god of power, I would 
Have sunk the sea within the earth, or e’er i i 
I t should the good ship so have swallow’d and 
The fraughting souls within her. 

Pro. Be collected: 

No more amazement. Tell your piteous heart 
There’s no harm done. 

Mira. O, woe the day! 

Pro. No harm. 

I have done nothing but in care of thee,— is 
Of thee, my dear one! thee, my daughter f—who 
Art ignorant of what thou art, nought knowing 
Of whence I am: nor that I am more better 
Than Prospero, master of a full poor cell, 20 
And thy no greater father. 

Mira. More to know 

Did never meddle with my thoughts. 

Pro. ’Tis time 

I should inform thee further. Lend thy hand, 
Andpluckmymagicgarmentfromme.—So: 24 
l Lays down his mantle. 
Lie there, my art.—Wipe thou thine eyes; have 
comfort. 

Thedirefulspectacleof the wrack, which touch’d 
The very virtue of compassion in thee, 

I have with such provision in mine art 28 
So safely order’d, that there is no sou!— 

No, not so much perdition as an hair, 

Betid to any creature in the vessel 
Which thou heard’st cry, which thou saw’st 
sink. Sit down; 32 

For thou must now know further. 

Mira. You have often 

Begun to tell me what I am, but stopp’d, 

And left me to a bootless inquisition. 
Concluding, ‘Stay; not yet.’ 

Pro. The hour’s now come, 36 

The very minute bids thee ope thine ear; 

Obey and be attentive. Canst thou remember 
A time before we came unto this cell 5 
I do not think thou canst, for then thou wast 
not 4 ° 

Out three years old. 

Mira. Certainly, sir, I can. 

Pro. By what? by any other house or person? 
Of anything the image tell me, that 
Hath kept with thy remembrance. 

Mira. Tis far off; 44 

And rather like a dream than an assurance 
That my remembrance warrants. Had I not 
Four or five women once that tended me? 


Iacti 

Pro. Thou hadst, and more, Miranda. But 
how is it 48 

That this lives in thy mind ? What seest thou else 
In the dark backward and abysm of time ? 

If thou remember’st aught ere thou cani’st here. 
How thou cam'st here, thou may’st. 

Mira. But that I do not. 52 

Pro. Twelve year since, Miranda, twelve year 
since, 

Thy father was the Duke of Milan and 
A prince of power. 

Mira. Sir, are not you my father? 

Pro. Thy mother was a piece of virtue, and 
She said thou wast my daughter; and thy father 
Was Duke of Milan, and his only heir 58 
A princess,—no worse issued. 

Mira. O, the heavens! 

What foul play had we that we came from 
thence? 60 

Or blessed was’t we did? 

Pro. Both, both, my girl: 

By foul play, as thou say’st, were we heav’d 
thence; 

But blessedly holp hither. 

Mira. O! my heart bleeds 

To think o’ the teen that I have turn’d you to. 
Which is from my remembrance. Please you, 
further. 65 

Pro. My brother and thy uncle, call’d An¬ 
tonio,— 

I pray thee, mark me,—that a brother should 
Be so perfidious!—he whom next thyself, 68 
Of ail the world I lov’d, and to him put 
The manage of my state; as at that time. 
Through all the signiories it was the first, 71 
And Prospero the prime duke; being so reputed 
In dignity, and for the liberal arts. 

Without a parallel: those being all my study. 
The government i cast upon my brother. 

And to iny state grew stranger, being trans¬ 
ported ?6 

And rapt in secret studies. Thy false uncle— 
Dost thou attend me? 

Mira. Sir, most heedfully. 

Pro. Being once perfected how to grant suits. 
How to deny them, who t’advance, and who 80 
To trash for over-topping; new created 
The creatures that were mine, I say, or chang’d 
’em. 

Or else new form’d ’em: having both the key 
Of officer and office, set all hearts i’ the state 84 
To what tune pleas'd his ear; that now he was 
The ivy which had hid my princely trunk, 

And suck’d my verdure out on’t.—Thou at- 
tend’st not. 

Mira. O, good sir! I do. 

Pro. I pray thee, mark me. 88 

L thus neglecting worldly ends, all dedicated 
To closeness and the bettering of my mind 
With that, which, but by being so retir’d, 91, 
O’erpriz’d all popular rate, in my false brother 
Awak’d an evil nature; and my trust. 

Like a good parent, did beget of him 
A falsehood in its contrary as great 93 

As my trust was; which had, indeed no limit, 

A confidence sans bound. He being thus lorded, 
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Not only with what my revenue yielded. 

But what my power might else exact,—like one, 
Who having, into truth, by telling of it, too 
Made such a sinner of his memory, 

To credit his own lie,—he did believe 
He was indeed the duke; out o’ the substitution. 
And executing th’ outward face of royalty, 104 
With all prerogative:—Hence his ambition 
growing,— 

Dost thou hear? 

Mira. Your tale, sir, would cure deafness. 
Pro. To have no screen between this part he 
play’d 

And him he play’d it for, he needs will be to8 
Absolute Milan. Me, poor man,—my library 
Was dukedom large enough: of temporal royal¬ 
ties 

He thinks me now incapable; confederates,— 
So dry he was for sway,—wi' the king of Naples 
To give him annual tribute, do him homage; 
Subject his coronet to his crown, and bend 
The dukedom, yet unbow’d,—alas, poor Milan!— 
To most ignoble stooping. 

Mira. O the heavens! 116 

Pro. Mark his condition and the event; then 
tell me 

If this might be a brother. 

Mira. I should sin 

To think but nobly of my grandmother: 

Good wombs have borne bad sons. 

Pro. Now the condition. 120 

This King of Naples, being an enemy 
To me inveterate, hearkens my brother’s suit; 
Which was, that he, in lieu o’ the premises 
Of homage and I know not how much tribute. 
Should presently extirpate me and mine 125 
Out of the dukedom, and confer fair Milan, 
With all the honours on my brother: whereon, 
A ncacherous army levied, one midnight 128 
Fated to the purpose did Ar.tonio open 
The gates of Milan; and, i’ the dead of darkness, 
The ministers for the purpose hurried thence 
Me and thy crying self. 

Mira. Alack, for pity! 131 

I, not rememb’ring how I cried out then, 

Will cry it o’er again: it is a hint. 

That wrings mine eyes to 't. 

Pro. Hear a little further. 

And then I’ll bring thee to the present business 
Which now’s upon us; without the which this 
story 137 

Were most impertinent. 

Mira. Wherefore did they not 

That hour destroy us? 

Pro. Well demanded, wench: 

My tale provokes that question. Dear, they 

durst not, 140 

So dear the love my people bore me, nor set 
A mark so bloody on the business; but 
With colours fairer painted their foul ends. 

In few, they hurried us aboard a bark, r44 

Bore us some leagues to sea; where they prepar’d 
A rotten carcass of a boat, not rigg’d, 

Nor tackle, sail, nor mast; the very rats 
Instinctively have quit it: there they hoist us, 
To cry to the sea that roar’d to us; to sigh 149 
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To the winds whose pity, sighing back again. 
Did us but loving wrong. 

Mira. Alack! what trouble 

Was I then to you! 

Pro. O, a cherubin 152 

Thou wast, that did preserve me! Thou didst 
smile, 

Infused with a fortitude from heaven. 

When I have deck’d the sea with drops full salt. 
Under my burden groan’d; which rais'd in me 
An undergoing stomach, to bear up 157 
Against what should ensue. 

Mira. How came we ashore? 

Pro. By Providence divine. 155 

Some food we had and some fresh water that 
A noble Neapolitan, Gonzalo, 

Out of his charity,—who being then appointed 
Master of this design,—did give us; with 163 
Rich garments, linens, stuffs, and necessaries, 
Which since have steaded much; so, of his 
gentleness. 

Knowing I lov’d my books, he furnish’d me. 
From mine own library with volumes that 
I prize above my dukedom. 

Mira. Would I might 168 

But ever see that man! 

Pro. Now I arise:— 

{Resumes his mantle. 

Sit still, and hear the last of our sea-sorrow. 
Here in this island we arriv’d; and here 
Have I, thy schoolmaster, made thee more profit 
Than other princes can, that have more time 
For vainer hours and tutors not so careful. 
Mira. Heavensthankyoufor’t! Andnow.I 
pray you, sir,— 

For still ’tis beating in my mind,—your 
reason 176 

For raising this sea-storm? 

Pro. Know thus far forth. 

B> accident most strange, bountiful Fortune, 
Now my dear lady, hath mine enemies 
Brought to this shore; and by my prescience 1 So 
I find my zenith doth depend upon 
A most auspicious star, whose influence 
If now I court not but omit, my fortunes 
Will ever after droop. Here cease more ques¬ 
tions ; 184 

Thou art inclin’d to sleep; ’tis a good dulness, 
And give it way;—I know thou canst not 
choose.— [Miranda sleeps. 

Come away, servant, come! I’m readv now. 
Approach, my Ariel; cornel 188 

Enter ARBS.. 

Ari. All hail, great master! grave sir, hail! 
I come 

To answer thy best pleasure; be’t to fly. 

To swim, to dive into the fire, to ride 191 
On the curl’d clouds: to thy strong bidding task 
Ariel and all his quality. 

Pro. Hast thou, spirit. 

Perform’d to point the tempest that I bade 
thee? 

An. To every article. 

I boarded the king’s ship; nowon the beak, 156 
Now in the waist, the deck, in every cabin. 
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I flam’d amazement: sometime I'd divide 
And bum in many places; on the topmast. 
The yards, and boresprit, would I flame dis¬ 
tinctly, aoo 

Then meet, and join: Jove’s lightnings, the 
precursors 

O’ the dreadful thunder-claps, more momentary 
And sight-outrunning were not: the fire and 
cracks 

Ofsulphurousroaring the most mighty Neptune 
Seem to besiege and make his bold waves 
tremble, aos 

Yea, his dread trident shake. 

Pro. My brave spirit! 

Who was so firm, so constant, that this coil 
Would not infect his reason? 

Ari. Not a soul ao8 

But felt a fever of the mad and play’d 
Some tricks of desperation. AU but mariners, 
Plunged in the foaming brine and quit the 
vessel, 

Then all a-fire with me: the king’s son, Fer¬ 
dinand, 212 

With hair up-staring,—then like reeds, not 
hair,— 

Was the first man that leap’d; cried, ‘Hell is 
empty. 

And all the devils are here.* 

Pro. Why, that’s my spirit! 

But was not this nigh shore ? 

Ari. Close by, my master. 216 

Pro. But are they, Ariel, safe? 

Ari. Not a hair perish’d; 

On their sustaining garments not a blemish. 
But fresher than before: and, as thou bad’st 
me, 

In troops I have dispers’d them 'bout the isle. 
The king’s son have I landed by himself; 221 
Whom I left cooling of the air with sighs 
In an odd angle of the isle and sitting. 

His arms in mis sad knot. 

Pro. Of the king’s ship 224 

The mariners, say how thou hast dispos'd. 

And all me rest o’ the fleet, 

Ari. Safely in harbour 

Is the king’s ship; in the deep nook, where once 
Thou calPdst me up at midnight to fetch dew 


The mariners all under hatches stow’d; 230 

Who, with a charm join’d to their suffer’d 
labour, 

I have left asleep: and for the rest o' the fleet 
Which I dlspers d, they all have met again. 
And are upon me Mediterranean flote, 

Bound sadly home for Naples, 

Supposing that they saw the king’s ship 
wrack’d, 236 

And his great person perish. 

Pro. Ariel, thy charge 

Exactly is perform’d: but there’s more work: 
What is the time o’ th’ day? 

Ari. Past the mid season. 

Pro. At least two glasses. The time ’twixt 
six and now 240 

Must by us both be spent most preciously. 


(ACT I 

Ari. Is there more toil? Since thou dost 
give me pains. 

Let me remember thee what than hast promis’d 
Which is not jet perform’d me. 

Pro. How now! moody? *44 

What is’t thou csnst demand? 

Ari. My liberty. 

Pro. Before the time be out? no morel 
Ari. I prithee 

Remember, I have done thee worthy service; 
Told thee no lies, made no mis takings, serv’d 
Without or grudge or grumblings: thou didst 
promise 249 

To bate me a full year. 

Pro. Dost thou forget 

From what a torment I did free thee? 

Ari. No. 

Pro. Thou dost; and think'st it much to 
tread the ooze 232 

Of the salt deep. 

To run upon the sharp wind of the north. 

To do me business in the v eins o’ th’ earth 
When It is bak’d with frost. 

Ari. I do not, sir. 236 

Pro. Thou liest, m al i gna n t thing I Hastthou 
forgot 

The foul witch Sycorax, who with age and envy 
Was grown into a hoop? hast thou forgot her? 
Ari. No, sir. 

Pro. Thou hast. Where was she 

born? speak; tell me. 260 

Ari. Sir, in Aigier. 

Pro. O! was she so? I must. 

Once in a month, recount what thou hast been, 
Which thou forget’st This damn'd witch, 
Sycorax, 263 

For mischiefs manifold and sorceries terrible 
To enter human hearing, from Argier, 

Thou know’st, was banish’d: for one thing she 
did 

They would not take her life. Is not this true? 
Ari. Ay, sir. 268 

Pro. This blue-ey’d hag was hither brought 
with child 

And here was left by the sailors. Thou, my 
slave, 

As thou report’st thyself, wast then her servant: 
And, for thou wast a spirit too delicate 272 

To act her earthy and abhorr’d commands. 
Refusing her grand hesta, she did confine thee. 
By help of her more potent ministers, 

And in her most immitigable rage, 276 

Into a cloven pine; within which rift 
Imprison’d, thou didst painfully remain 
A dozen years: within which space she died 
And left thee there, where thou didst vent thy 
groans 280 

A* fast as mill-wheels strike. Then was this 
island,— 

Save for the son that she did litter here, 

A freckled whelp hag-bora,—not honour'd with 
A human shape. 

Ari. Yes; Caliban her ton. 284 

Pro. Dull thing, I say so; he that Caliban, 
Whom nowl keep in service. Thou best know’tt 
What torment I did find thee in; thy groans 
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Did make wolves howl and penetrate the breasts 
Of ever-angry bears: it was a torment 289 
To lay upon the damn'd, which Sycorax 
Could not again undo; it was mine art, 

When I arriv’d and heard thee, that made gape 
The pine, and let thee out. 

Ari. X thank thee, master. 

Pro. If thou more munnur’st, I will rend an 
oak 

And peg thee in his knotty entrails till 
Thou hast howl’d away twelve winters. 

Ari. Pardon, master; 296 

I will be correspondent to command, 

And do my spiriting gently. 

Pro. Do so; and after two days 

I will discharge thee. 

Ari. That’s my noble master! 

What shall I do? say what? what shall I do? 
Pro. Go make thyself like a nymph of the 
sea: be subject 301 

To no sight but thine and mine; invisible 
To every eyeball else. Go, take this shape. 
And hither come in’t: go, hence with dili¬ 
gence! [Exit ARIEL. 

Awake, dear heart, awake! thou hast slept well; 
Awake! 

Mira. [Waking.] The strangeness of your 
story put 
Heaviness in me. 

Pro. Shake it off. Come on; 

We’ll visit Caliban my slave, who never 308 
Yields us kind answer. 

Mira. ’Tis a villain, sir, 

I do not love to look on. 

Pro. But, as ’tis, 

We cannot miss him: he does make our fire. 
Fetch in our wood; and serves in offices 312 
That profit us.—What hoi slave! Caliban! 
Thou earth, thou! speak. 

Cal. [Within.] There’s wood enough within. 
Pro. Come forth, I say; there’s other busi¬ 
ness for thee: 

Come, thou tortoise! when? 316 

Re-enter ARIEL, like a water-nymph. 
Fine apparition! My quaint Ariel, 

Hark in thine ear. 

Ari. My lord, it shall be done. [Exit. 
Pro. Thou poisonous slave, got by the devil 
himself 

Upon thy wicked dam, come forth! 320 
Enter CALIBAN. 

Cal. As wicked dew as e’er my mother 
brush'd 

With raven’s feather from unwholesome fen 
Drop on yoju both! a south-west blow on ye, 
And blister you all o’er! 324 

Pro. For this, be sure, to-night thou shalt 
have cramps, 

Side-stitches that shall pen thy breath up; 
urchins 

Shall forth at vast of night, that they may 
work 

All exercise on thee: thou shalt be pinch’d 32s 
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As thick as honeycomb, each pinch more 
stinging 

Than bees that made them. 

Cal. I must eat my dinner. 

This island’s mine, by Sycorax my mother, 
Which thou tak’stirom me. When thou earnest 
first, 332 

Thou strok’dst me, and mad’st much of me; 

wouidst give me 

Water with berries in *t; and teach me how 
To name the bigger light, and how the less, 
That bum by day and night: and then I lov’d 
thee 336 

And show'd thee all the qualities o’ th’ isle, 
The fresh springs, brine-pits, barren place, and 
fertile. 

Cursed be I that did so!—Ail the charms 
Of Sycorax. toads, beetles, bats, light on you I 
For I am all the subjects that you have, 341 

Which first was mine own king; and here vou 
sty me 

In this hard rock, whiles you do keep from me 
The rest o* th’ island. 

Pro. Thou most lying slave, 344 

Whom stripes may move, not kindness 1 I have 
us’d thee. 

Filth as thou art, with human care; and lodg'd 
thee 

In mine own cell, till thou didst seek to violate 
The honour of my child. 348 

Cal. Ob ho 1 Oh ho I—would it had been done! 
Tbou didst prevent me; I had peopled else 
This isle with Calibans. 

Pro. Abhorred slave. 

Which any print of goodness will nrtt take, 3sa 
Being capable of all ill! I pitied thee. 

Took pains to make thee speak, taught thee each 
hour 

One thing or other: when thou didst not, savage. 
Know thine own meaning, but wouidst gabble 
like 356 

A thing most brutish, I endow'd thy purposes 
With words that made them known; but thy 
vile race, 

Though thou didst learn, bad that in't which 
good natures 

Could not abide to be with; therefore wast thou 
Deservedly confin'd into this rock, 361 

Who hadst deserv’d more than a prison. 

Cal. You taught me language; and my profit 
on’t 3«3 

Is, I know how to curse: the red plague rid you. 
For learning me yonr language! , 

Pro. Hag-seed, hence! 

Fetch us in fuel; and be quick, thou’rt best. 
To answerother business. Shrugst thou, malice ? 
If thou neglect’st, or dost unwillingly 368 

What I command, I'll rack thee with old cramps, 
Fill ail thy bones with aches; make thee roar, 
That beasts shall tremble at thy din. 

Cal. No, pray thee!— 

[Aside.] I must obey: his art Is of such power. 
It would control my dam’s god, Setebos, 373 
And make a vassal of him. 

Pro. So. slave; hence! 

(Exit CALIBAN. 
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Re-enter ARIEL invisible, playing and singing; 
FERDINAND following. 

ARIEL’S SONG. 

Come unto these yellow sands. 

And then take hands: 

Curtsied '-/hen you have, and kiss d,- 
The wild waves whist,— 

Foot it featly here and there; 

And, sweet sprites, the burden bear. 

Hark, hark! 

[Burden: Bow, wow, dlspersedly. 

The watch-dogs bark: 

[Burden: Bow, wow, dispersedly. 

Hark, hark! 1 hear 

The strain of strutting Chanticleer 384 

l Cry, Cock-a-diddle-dow. 

Fer. Where should this music be? i’ th’ air, 
or th’ earth? 

It sounds no more;—and sure, it waits upon 
Some god o’ th’ island. Sitting on a bank, 
Weeping again the king my father’s wrack, 388 
This music crept by me upon the waters, 
Allaying both their fury, and my passion, 

With its sweet air: thence I have follow’d it,— 
Or it hath drawn me rather,—but *tis gone. 392 
No, it begins again. 

ARIEL sings. 

Full fathom five thy father lies; 

Of his bones are coral made: 

Those are pearls that were his eyes: 

Nothing of him that doth fade, 

But doth sulfer a sea-change 
Into something rich and strange. 

Sea-nymphs hourly ring his knell: 

[Burden: ding-dong. 
Harkl now I hear them,—ding-dong, bell. 

Fer. The ditty does remember my drown’d 
father. 

This is no mortal business, nor no sound 
That the earth owes :—l hear it now above me. 
Pro. The fringed curtains of thine eye ad¬ 
vance, 405 

And say what thou seest yond. 

Mira. What is’t? a spirit? 

Lord, how it looks about! Believe me, sir, 

It carries a brave form:—but ’tis a spirit. 408 
Pro. No, wench; it eats and sleeps, and hath 
such senses 

As we have, such; this gallant which thou 
see’st. 

Was in the wrack; and, but he’s something 
stain’d 

With grief,—that’s beauty's canker,—thou 
might’st call him 41s 

A goodly person: he hath lost his fellows 
And strays about to find ’em. 
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And that you will some good instruction give 
How I may bear me here: my prime request. 
Which I do last pronounce, is,—O you won¬ 
der!— 

If you be maid or no? 

Mira. No wonder, sir; 424 

But certainly a maid. 

Per. My language! heavens!— 

I an the best of them that speak this speech. 
Were I but where ’tis spoken. 

Pro. How! the best? 

What wert thou, if the King of Naples heard 
thee? 428 

Fer. A single thing, as 1 am now, that 
wonders 

To hear thee speak of Naples. He does hear me; 
And, that he does, I weep: myself am Naples, 
Who with mine eyes,—ne’er since at ebb,—be¬ 
held 

The king, my father wrack’d. 

Mira. Alack, for mercy! 

Fer. Yes, faith, and ail his lords; the Duke 
of Milan, 434 

And his brave son being twain. _ 

Pro. [Aside.] The Duke of Milan, 

And his more braver daughter could control 
thee, . , 

If now ’twere fit to do’t.—At the first sight 437 

[Aside.] 

They have changed eyes:—delicate Ariel, 

I’ll set thee free for this!— [To fer.1 A word, 
good sir; 

I fear you have done yourself some wrong: a 
word. 440 

Mira. [Aside.] Why speaks my father so 
ungently? This 

Is the third man that e’er I saw; the first 
That e’er I sigh’d for: pity move my father 
To be inclin’d my way! 

Fer. [Aside.] O! if a virgin, 444 

And your affection not gone forth. I’ll make you 
The Queen of Naples. 

Pro. Soft, sir: one word more— 

[Aside.] They are bom in either’s powers: but 
this swift business 

I must uneasy make, lest too light winning 448 
Make the prize light.— [To fer.] One word 
more: I charge thee 

That thou attend me. Thou dost here usurp 
The name thou ow’st not; and hast put thyself 
Upon this island a3 a spy, to win it 432 
From me, the lord on’t. 

Fer. No, as I am a man. 

Mira. There’s nothing ill can dwell in such 
a temple: 


A thing divine; for nothing natural 
I ever saw so noble. 

Pro. [Aside .] It goes on. I see, 416 

As my soul prompts it.—Spirit, fine spirit! I'll 

Within two days for this. 

Fer. Most sure, the goddess 

On whom these airs attend!—Vouchsafe, my 
prayer 

May know if you remain upon this island; 420 


I might call him If the ill spirit have so fair a house, 


Good things will strive to dwell with’t. 

Pro. [To fer.] Follow me.— 456 

[To Mira.] Speak not you for him; he’s a 
traitor. —[To fer.] Come; 

I’ll manacle thy neck and feet together: 

Sea-water shalt thou drink; thy food shall be 
The fresh-brook muscles, wither’d roots and 
husks 46o 

Wherein the acorn cradled. Follow. 

Fer. No; 
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I will resist such entertainment till 
Mine enemy has more power. 

[He draws, and is charmed from moving. 
Mira. O dear father! 

Make not too rash a trial of him, for 464 
He’s gentle, and not fearful. 

Pro. What I I say, 

My foot my tutor?—Put thy sword up, traitor; 
Who mak’st a show, but dar’st not strike, thy 
conscience 

Is so possess’d with guilt: come from thy ward. 
For I can here disarm thee with this stick 469 
And make thy weapon drop. 

Mira. Beseech you, father! 

Pro. Hence! hang not on my garments. 
Mira. Srr, have pity: 

I'll be his surety. 

Pro. Silence! one word more 47* 

Shall make me chide thee, if not hate thee. 
What! 

An advocate for an impostor? hush! 

Thou think ’st there is no more such shapes as he, 
Having seen but him and Caliban: foolish 
wench! 476 

To the most of men this is a Caliban 
And they to him are angels. 

Mira. My affections 

Are then most humble; I have no ambition 
To see a goodlier man. 

Pro. [To ftr.J Come on; obey: 480 

Thy nerves are in their infancy again. 

And have no vigour in them. 

Per. So they are: 

My spirits, as in a dream, are all bouud up. 
My father’s loss, the weakness which I feel, 484 
The wrack of all my friends, or this man’s 
threats. 

To whom I am subdued, are but light to me. 
Might I but through my prison once a day 
Behold this maid: alt corners else o’ th’ earth 
Let liberty make use of; space enough 489 
Have I in such a prison. 

Pro. [Aside. \It works.— [To fer.] Come on.— 
Thou hast done well, fine Ariel!— [To fer.J 
Follow me.— 

[To ARIEL.] Hark, what thou else shalt do me. 

Mira. Be of comfort; 49* 

My father’s of a better nature, sir. 

Than he appears by speech: this is unwonted. 
Which now came from him. 

Pro. Thou shalt be as free 

As mountain winds; but then exactly do 49$ 
All points of my command. 

Art To the syllable. 

Pro. [To fer.] Come, follow.—Speak not for 
him. [Exeunt. 

ACT n 

Scene I. —Another Part of the Island. 
Enter alonso, Sebastian, antonio, gonzalo, 

ADRIAN, FRANCISCO, and others. 

Gon. Beseech you, sir, be merry: you have 
cause. 

So have we all, of joy; for our escape 
Is much beyond our loss. Our hint of woe 
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Is common: every day some sailor’s wife, 4 
The masters of some merchant and die mer¬ 
chant, 

Have just our theme of woe; but for the miracle, 
I mean our preservation, few in millions 
Can speak like us: then wisely, good sir, weigh 
Our sorrow with our comfort. 

Alon. Prithee, peace. 9 

Seb. He receives comfort like cold porridge. 
Ant. The visitor will not give him o’er so. 
Seb. Look, he’s winding up the watch of his 
wit; by and by it will strike. 13 

Gon. Sir,— 

Seb. One: tell. 

Gon. When every grief is entertain’d that’s 
offer’d, 16 

Comes to the entertainer— 

Seb. A dollar. 

Gon. Dolour comes to him, indeed: you have 
spoken truer than you purposed. 20 

Seb. Y ou have taken it wiselier than I meant 
you should. 

Gon. Therefore, my lord,— 

Ant. Fie, what a spendthrift is he of his 
tongue! *5 

Alon. I prithee, spare. 

Gon. Weil, I have done: but yet— 

Seb. He will be talking. 28 

Ant. Which, of he or Adrian, for a good 
wager, first begins to crow ? 

Seb. The old cock. 

Ant. The cockerel. 32 

Seb. Done. The wager? 

Ant. A laughter. 

Seb. A match! 

Adr. Though this island seem to be desert,— 

Seb. Ha, ha, ha! So you’re paid. 

Adr. Uninhabitable, and almost inacces¬ 
sible,— 

Seb. Yet— 

Adr. Yet— 

Ant. He could not miss it 
Adr. It must needs be of subtle, tender, and 
delicate temperance. 

Ant. Temperance was a delicate wench. 45 
Seb. Ay, and a subtle; as he most learnedly 
delivered. 

Adr. The air breathes upon us here most 
sweetly. 49 

Seb. As if it had lungs, and rotten ones. 
Ant. Or as ’twere perfumed by a fen. 

Gon. Here is everything advantageous to life. 
Ant. True; save means to live. S3 

Seb. Of that there’s none, or little, 

Gon. How lush and lusty the grass looks! 
how green! j 6 

Ant. The ground indeed is tawny. 

Seb. With an eye of green in’t. 

Ant. He misses not much. 

Seb. No; he doth but mistake the truth 

totally. 61 

Gon. But the rarity of it is,—which is indeed 
almost beyond credit,— 

Seb. As many vouch’d rarities are. 64 

Gon. That our garments, being, as they were, 
drenched in the sea, hold notwithstanding their 
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freshness and flosses; being rather new-dyed 
than stain'd with salt water. 6g 

Ant. If but one of his pockets could speak, 
would it not say he lies? 

Seb. Ay, or very falsely pocket up his report. 
Con. Methinks, ourgarmentsarenowasfresh 
as when we put them on first in Afric, at the 
marriage of the king's fair daughter Claribel to 
the Kingof Tunis. 75 

Seb. Twas a sweet marriage, and we prosper 
well in our return. 

Adr. Tunis was never graced before with 
such a paragon to their queen. 

Gon. Not since widow Dido’s time. So 
Ant. Widow! a pox o' that! How came that 
widow in? Widow Dido! 

Seb. What if he had said, widower .Eneas 
too ? Good Lord, how you take it! 84 

Adr. Widow Dido, said you? you make me 
study of that: she was of Carthage, not of Tunis. 
Gon. This Tunis, sir, was Carthage. 

Adr. Carthage’ 88 

Gon. I assure you, Carthage. 

Ant. His word is more than the miraculous 
harp. 

Seb. He hath rais’d the wall, and houses too. 
Ant. What impossible matter will he make 
easy next? 

Seb. I think be will carry this island home in 
his pocket, and give it his son for an apple. 96 
Ant. And, sowing the kernels of it in the sea, 
bring forth more islands. 

Alon. Ay? 

Ant. Why, in good time. too 

Gon. [To alon.] Sir, we were talking that 
our garments seem now as fresh as when we 
were at Tunis at the marriage of your daughter, 
who is now queen. 104 

Ant. And the rarest that e'er came there. 
Seb. Bate, I beseech you, widow Dido. 

Ant. O! widow Dido: ay, widow Dido. 

Gon. Is not, sir, my doublet as fresh as the 
first day I wore it? I mean, in a sort. 109 
Ant. That sort was well fish’d for. 

Gon. When I wore it at your daughter’s 
marriage? m 

Alon. You cram these words into mine ears, 
against 

The stomach of my sense. Would I had never 
Married my daughter there! for, coming thence, 
My son is lost; and, in my rate, she too, ne 
Who is so far from Italy remov’d, 

I ne’er again shall see her. O thou, mine heir 
Of Naples and of Milan! what strange fish 
Hath made his meal on thee? 

Fran. Sir, he may live: iso 

I saw him beat the surges under him. 

And ride upon their backs: he trod the water, 
Whose enmity he flung aside, and breasted 
The surge most Bwoln that met him: his bold 
head 124 

’Bove the contentious waves he kept, and oar'd 
Himself with Us good arms in lusty stroke 
Totheshore.thato’erhiswave-wombasis bow’d, 
As stooping to relieve him. I not doubt iss 
“A came gfive to land. 
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Alon. No, no; he’s gone. 

Seb. Sir, you may thank yourself for this 
great loss. 

That would not bless our Europe with your 
daughter. 

But rather lose her to an African; 132 

Where she at least is banish’d from your eye. 
Who hath cause to wet the grief on’t. 

Alon. Prithee, peace. 

Seb. You were kneel’d to and importun’d 
otherwise 

By all of us; and the fair soul herself 136 
Weigh’d between loathness and obedience, at 
Which end o’ the beam should bow. We have 
lost your son, 

I fear, for ever: Milan and Naples have 
More widows in them of this business’ making. 
Than we bring men to comfort them: tire 
fault’s 141 

Your own. 

Alon. So is the dearest of the loss’. 

Gon. My lord Sebastian, 

The truth you speak doth lack some gentle¬ 
ness 

And time to speak it in; you rub the sore, >45 
When you should bring the plaster. 

Seb. Very well. 

Ant. And most chirurgeonly. 

Gon. It is foul weather in us all, good sir. 148 
When you are cloudy. 

Seb. Foul weather? 

Ant. Very foul. 

Gon. Had I plantation of this isle, my lord,— 
Ant. He’d sow’t with nettle-seed. 

Seb. Or docks, or mallows. 

Gon. And were the king on’t, what would 
Ido? 

Seb. ’Scape being drunk for want of wine. 153 
Gon. I* the commonwealth I would by con¬ 
traries 

Execute all things; for no kind of traffic 
Would I admit; no name of magistrate; 136 

Letters should not be known; riches, poverty, 
And use of service, nose: contract, succession, 
Bourn, bound of land, tilth, vineyard, none; 
No use of metal, com, or wine, or oil; 160 
No occupation; all men idle, all; 

And women too, but innocent and pure; 

No sovereignty,— 

Seb. Yet he would be king on’t. 

Ant. The latter end of his commonwealth 
forgets the beginning. 163 

Gon. All things in common nature should 
produce 

Without sweat or endeavour: treason, felony. 
Sword, pike, knife, gun, or need of any engine. 
Would 1 not have; but nature should bring 
forth, 169 

Of its own kind, all foison, all abundance. 

To feed my innocent people. 

Seb. No marrying ‘mong his subjects? 17s 
Ant. None, man: all idle; whores and knaves. 
Gon. I would with such perfection govern, sir, 
To excel the golden age. 

Seb. Save his majesty! 

Ant. Long live Gooxalo! 
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Gon. —Ahd,—do you mark me, sir? 176 Thou let’st thy fortune sleep—die rather; wink’st 

Alon. Prithee, no more: thou dost ‘ " 


thou dost talk 

nothing to me. 

Gon. I do well believe your highness; and 
did it to minister occasion to these gentlemen, 
who are of such sensible and nimble lungs that 
they always Use to laugh at nothing. 

Ant. Twas you we laugh’d at. 183 

Gon. Who in this kind of merry fooling am 
nothing to you; so you may continue and laugh 
at nothing still. 

Ant. What a blow was there given! 

Seb. An it had not fallen Sat-long. 188 
Gon. You are gentlemen of brave mettle: 
you would lift the moon out of her sphere, 
if she would continue in it five weeks without 
changing. 19a 

Enter ARIEL, invisible, playing solemn music. 
Seb. We would so, and then go a-bat-fowling. 
Ant. Nay, good my lord, be not angry. 

Gon. No, I warrant you; I will not adventure 
my discretion so weakly. Will you laugh me 
asleep, for I am very heavy? 197 

Ant. Go sleep, and hear us. 

[All sleep but ALON., SEB., and ANT. 

Alon. What! all so soon asleep! 1 wish mine 
eyes 

Would, with themselves, shut up my thoughts: 

1 find 200 

They are in clin ’d to do so. 

Seb. Please you, sir, 

Do not omit the heavy offer of it: 

It seldom visits sorrow; when it doth 
It is a comforter. 

Ant. We two, my lord, 204 

Will guard your person while you take your rest, 
And watch your safety. 

Alon. Thank you. Wondrous heavy. 

[ALONSO sleeps. Exit ARIEL. 
Seb. What a strange drowsiness possesses 
them I 

Ant. It is the quality o* the climate. 

Seb. Why 208 

Doth it not then our eyelids sink? I find not 
Myself dispos’d to sleep. 

Ant. Nor I: my spirits are nimble. 

They fell together all, as by consent; 

They dropp’d, as by a thunder-stroke. What 
might, 212 

Worthy Sebastian? O! what might?—No more:— 
And yet methinks I see it in thy face, 

What thou should’st be. The occasion speaks 
thee; and 

My strong imagination sees a crown 216 

Dropping upon thy head. 

Seb. What! art thou waking? 

Ant. Do you not hear me speak? 

Seb. 1 do; and surely, 

It is a sleepy language, and thou speak’st 
Out of thy sleep. What is it thou didst say? 220 
This is a strange repose, to be asleep 
With eyes wide open; standing, speaking, 
moving. 

And yet *0 But asleep. 

Ant. Noble Sebastian, 221 


Whiles thou art waking. 

Seb. Thou dost snore distinctly: 

There’s meaning in thy snores. 

Ant. I am more serious than my custom: you 
Must be so too, if heed me; which to do 22S 
Trebles thee o’er. 

Seb. Well; I am standing water. 

Ant. I’ll teach you how to flow. 

Seb. Do so: to ebb. 

Hereditary sloth instructs me. 

Ant. O! 231 

If you but knew how you the purpose cherish 
Whiles thus you mock it! how, in stripping it. 
You more invest it! Ebbing men, indeed. 

Most often do so near the bottom run 
By their own fear or sloth. 

Seb. Prithee, say on: 236 

The setting of thine eye and cheek proclaim 
A matter from thee, and a birth indeed 
Which throes thee much to yield. 

Ant. Thus, sir: 

Although this lord of weak remembrance, this 
Who shall be of as little memory 241 

When he is earth’d, hath here almost per¬ 
suaded,— 

For he’s a spirit of persuasion, only 
Professes to persuade,—the king, his son’s alive, 
’Tis as impossible that he’s undrown’d 245 

As he that sleeps here swims. 

Seb. I have no hope 

That he’s undrown’d. 

Ant. Ot out of that *no hope’ 

What great hope have you I no hope that way it 
Another way so high a hope that even 249 
Ambition cannot pierce a wink beyond, 

But doubts discovery there. Will you grant 
with me 

That Ferdinand is drown'd? 

Seb. He’s gone. 

Ant. Then tell me 232 

Who’s the next heir of Naples? 

Seb. Claribel. 

Ant. She that is Queen of Tunis; she Butt 
dwells 

Ten leagues beyond man’s life; she that from 
Naples 

Can have no note, unless the sun were post— 256 
The man i’ th' moon’s too slow—till new-born 
chins 

Be rough and razorable: she that, from whom? 
We all were sea-swallow’d, though some cast 
again, 

And by that destiny to perform an act 260 
Whereof what’s past is prologue, what to come 
In yours and my discharge. 

Seb. What stuff is this!—How say you? 
Tistruemybrother’sdaughter’sQueenofTunis; 
So is she heir of Naples; ’twixt which regions 
There is some space. 

Ant. A space whose every cubit 

Seems to cry out, ’ How shall that Claribel 266 
Measure us bad: to Naples?—Keep in Tunis, 
And let Sebastian wake!*—Say, this were death 
That now hath seiz’d them; why, they were no 
worse 
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Than now they are. There be that can rule 
Naples 

As well as he that sleeps; lords that can prate 
As amply and unnecessarily 372 

As this Gonzalo; I myself could make 
A chough of as deep chat. O, that you bore 
The mind that I do! what a sleep were this 
For your advancement! Do you understand 
me? 

Seb. Methinks I do. 

Ant. And how does your content 

Tender your own good fortune? 

Seb. I remember 278 

You did supplant your brother Prospero. 

Ant. True: 

And look how well my garments sit upon me; 
Much feater than before; my brother’s servants 
Were then my fellows; now they are my men. 
Seb. But, for your conscience,— 283 

Ant. Ay, sir; where lies that? if it were a kibe, 
'Twould put me to my slipper; but I feel not 
This deity in my bosom: twenty consciences, 
That stand 'twixt meand Milan, candied be they, 
And melt ere they molest! Here lies your 
brother, 288 

No better than the earth he lies upon. 

If he were that which now he’s like, that’s dead; 
Whom I, with this obedient steel,—three inches 
of it,— 

Can lay to bed for ever; whiles you, doing thus. 
To the perpetual wink for aye might put 293 
This andent morsel, this Sir Prudence, who 
Should not upbraid our course. For all the rest. 
They’ll take suggestion as a cat laps milk; 296 
They’ll tell the clock to any business that 
We say befits the hour. 

Seb. Thy case, dear friend, 

Shall be my precedent: as thou got’st Milan, 
I’ll come by Naples. Draw thy sword: one stroke 
Shall free theefrom the tribute which thoupay'st. 
And 1 the king shall love thee. 

Ant. Draw together; 

And when I rear my hand, do you the like, 303 
To fall it on Gonzalo. 

Seb. Ol but one word. [They converse apart. 

Music. Re-enter ARIEL, invisible. 

Art My master through his art foresees the 
danger 

That you, his friend, are in; and sends me forth— 
For elso his project dies—to keep thee living. 

[Sings in qonzalo’s ear. 


While you here do snoring lie, 308 

Open-ey’d Conspiracy 
His time doth take. 

If of life you keep a care. 

Shake off slumber, and beware: 312 

Awake! awake! 

Ant. Then let us both be sndden. 

_ Gon. Now, good angels 

Preserve the king! [They wake. 

Alan. Why, how now 1 ho, awake! Why are 
you drawn? 316 

Wherefore this ghastly looking? 

(Inn. WYiof'e mnHar) 


Seb. Whiles we stood here securing your 
repose. 


Even now, we heard a hollow burst of bellowing 
Like bulls, or rathei lions; did’t not wake you ? 
It struck mine ear most terribly. 

Alon. I heard nothing. 

Ant. O! ’twas a din to fright a monster’s ear. 
To make an earthquake: sure it was the roar 
Of a whole herd of Hons. 

Alon. Heard you this, Gonzalo? 324 

Gon. Upon mine honour, sir, I heard a 
humming. 

And that a strange one too, which did awake me. 
I shak’d you, sir, and cry’d; as mine eyes open’d, 
1 saw their weapons drawn:—there was a noise. 
That’s verily. ’Tisbestwestanduponourguaid, 
Or that we quit this place: let’s draw our 
weapons. 

Alon. Lead off this ground, and let’s make 
further search 

For my poor son. 332 

Gon. Heavens keep him from these beasts! 
For he is, sure, i’ the island. 

Alon. Lead away. [Exit with the others. 
Ari. Prospero my lord shall know what I 
have done: 

So, king, go safely on to seek thy son. [Exit. 

Scene EL —Another Part of the island. 

Enter cauban, with a burden of wood. 

A noise of thunder heard. 

Cal. All the infections that the sun sucks up 
From bogs, fens, flats, onProsper fail, and make 
him 

By inch-meal a disease! His spirits hear me. 
And yet I needs must curse. But they’ll nor 
pinch. 

Fright me with urchin-shows, pitch me i’ the 
mire, 

Nor lead me, like a firebrand, in the dark 
Out of my way, unless he bid 'em; but 
For every trifle are they set upon me: 8 

Sometime like apes, that mow and chatter at me 
And after bite me; then like hedge-hogs, which 
Lie tumbling in my’bare-foot way and mount 
Their pricks at my foot-faU; sometime am I 12 
A 11 wound with adders, who withcloven tongues 
Do hiss me into madness.— 

Enter trinculo. 

Lo now! lo! 

Here comes a spirit of his, and to torment me 
For bringing wood in slowly: I’ll fall flat; 16 
Perchance he wiU not mind me. 

Trin. Here’s neither bush nor shrub to bear 
off any weather at all, and another storm brew¬ 
ing; I hear it sing i‘ the wind; yond same black 
cloud, yond huge one, looks like a foul bombard 
that would shea his liquor. If it should thunder 
as it did before, I know not where to hide my 
head: yend same cloud cannot choose but fan 
by pailfuls.—What have we here? a man or a 
fish? Dead or alive? A fish: he smells like a 
fish; a very ancient and fish-like smell; a kind 
of not of the newest Poor- John. A strange fish! 
Were I in England now,—as once I was,—and 
had but this fish painted, not a holiday fool there 



SCENE u] 11 THE TEMPEST 

but would give a piece of silver: there would drink]: you cannot tell who’s your friend; open 
this monster make a man; any strange beast your chaps again. 


5J 


there makes a man. When they will not give a 
doit to relieve a lame beggar, they will lay out 
ten to see a dead Indian. Legg’d like a man! 
and his fins like arms! Warm, o’my troth! Ido 
now let loose my opinion, hold it no longer; 
this is no fish, but an islander, that hath lately 
suffered by a thunderbolt. [Thunder.] Alas! 
the storm is come again: my best way is to creep 
under his gaberdine; there is no other shelter 
hereabout: misery acquaints a man with strange 
bedfellows. I will here shroud till the dregs of 
the storm be past. 44 

Enter stephano, singing; a bottle in his hand. 

Ste. I shall no more to sea, to sea. 

Here shall I die a-shore:— 

This is a very scurvy tune to sing at a man’s 
funeral: 

Well, here’s my comfort. [ Drinks. 

The master, the swabber, the boatswain and 1 , 49 

The gunner end his mate. 

Lov’d Mall, Meg, and Marian and Margery, 

But none of us car’d for Kate; 

For she had a tongue with a tang. 

Would cry to a sailor, ’Go hang!' 

She lov’d not the savour of tar nor of pitch. 

Vet a tailor might scratch her where-e’er she did itch: 

Then to sea, boys, and let her so hang. S 7 

This Is a scurvy tune too: but here’s my com¬ 
fort. [Drinks. 

Cal. Do not torment me: O! 

Ste. What’s the matter? Have we devils here? 
Do you put tricks upon us with savages and 
menoflnd? Ha! I have not’scaped drowning, 
to be afeard now of your four legs; for it hath 
been said. As proper a man as ever went on four 
legs cannot make him give ground: and it shall 
be said so again while Stephano breathes at’s 
nostrils. 

Cal. The spirit torments me: O! <58 

Ste. This is some monster of the isle with 
four legs, who hath got, as I take it, an ague. 
Where the devil should he learn our language? 
I will give him some relief, if it be but for that: 
if I can recover him and keep him tame and 
get to Naples with him, he’s a present for any 
emperor that ever trod on neat’s-leather. 7 S 
Cal. Do not torment me, prithee: I’ll bring 
my wood home faster. 

Ste. He’s in his fit now and does not talk 


Trin. I should know that voice: it should 
be—but he is drowned, and these are devils. O! 
defend me. 96 

Ste. Four legs and two voices; a most deli¬ 
cate monster! His forward voice now is to 
speak well of his friend; his backward voice 
is to utter foul speeches, and to detract. If all 
the wine in my bottle will recover him, I will 
help his ague. Come. Amen! I will pour some 
in thy other mouth. 

Trin. Stephano! i °4 

Ste. Doth thy other mouth call me? Mercy! 
mercy! This is a devil, and no monster: I will 
leave him; I have no long spoon. 

Trin. Stephano!—if thou beest Stephano, 
touch me, and speak to me; for I am Trinculo: 
—be not afeard—thy good friend Trinculo. no 
Ste. If thou beest Trinculo, come forth. I’ll 
pull thee by the lesser legs: if any be Trinculo’* 
legs, these are they. Thon art very Trinculo 
indeed! How cam’st thou to be the siege of this 
moon-calf? Can he vent Trinculos? ns 
Trin. I took him to be killed with a thunder¬ 
stroke. But art thou not drowned, Stephano? 
I hope now thou art not drowned. Is the storm 
overblown? I hid me under the dead moon¬ 
calf's gaberdine for fear of the storm. And art 
thou living, Stephano? O Stephano! two Nea¬ 
politans’scaped! 122 

Ste. Prithee, do not turn me about: my 
stomach is not constant. 

Cal. [Aside. [ These be fine things an if they 
be not sprites. 

That’s a brave god and bears celestial liquor: 
I will kneel to him. 127 

Ste. How didst thou ’scape? How cam’st 
thou hither? swear by this bottle, how thou 
cam’st hither. I escaped upon a butt of sack, 
which the sailors heaved overboard, by this 
bottle! which I made of the bark of a tree with 
mine own hands, since I was cast ashore. 133 
Cal. I’ll swear upon that bottle, to be thy 
true subject; for the liquor is not earthly. 

Ste. Here: swear then, how thou escapedst. 
Trin. Swam ashore, man, like a duck: I can 
swim like a duck, I’ll be sworn. 138 

Ste. Here, kiss the book [gives trinculo 
drink]. Though thou canst swim like a duck, 
thou art made like a goose. 141 

Trin. O Stephano! hast any more of this? 
Ste. The whole butt, man: my cellar is 


after the wisest. He shall taste of my bottle: if in a rock by the seaside, where my wine is 


he have never drunk wine afore it will go near 
to remove his fit. If I can recover him, and 
keep him tame, I will not take too much for 
him: he shall pay for him that hath him, and 
that soundly. 84 

Cal. Thou dost me yet but little hurt; thou 
wilt anon, I know it by thy trembling: now 
Prosper works upon thee. 87 

Ste. Come on your ways: open your mouth; 
here is that which will give language to you, cat. 
Open your mouth: this will shake your shaking, 
I can tell you, and that soundly [gives Caliban 


hid. How now, rnoon-calfl how does thine 
ague? 146 

Cal. Hast thou not dropped from heaven? 
Ste. Out o’ the moon, I do assure thee: I was 
the man in the moon, when time was. 

Cal. I have seen thee in her, and I do adore 
thee; my mistress showed me thee, and thy dog, 
and thy bush. 152 

Ste. Come, swear to that; kiss the book; I 
will furnish it anon with new contents; swear. 

Trin. By this good light, this is a very shallow 
monster.—1 afeard of him!— a very weak mon- 
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ster.—The man i’ the moon! a most poor credu¬ 
lous monster!—Well drawn, monster, in good 
sooth. 

Cal. I'U show thee every fertile inch o' the 
island; 160 

And I will kiss thy foot. I prithee, be my god. 

Trin. By this light, a most perfidious and 
drunken monster: when his god’s asleep, he’ll 
rob his bottle. 164 

Cal. I’ll kiss thy foot: I'll swear myself thy 
subject. 

Ste. Come on then; down, and swear. 

Trin. I shall laugh myself to death at this 
puppy-headed monster. A most scurvy mon¬ 
ster! I could find in my heart to beat him,— 169 
Ste. Come, kiss. 

Trin, But that the poor monster’s in drink: 
an abominable monster! 172 

Cal. I’U shew thee the best springs; I’ll pluck 
thee berries; 

I’ll fish for thee, and get thee wood enough. 

A plague upon the tyrant that I serve I 
I’ll bear him no more sticks, but follow thee, 
Thou wondrous man. 177 

Trin. A most ridiculous monster, to make a 
wonder of a poor drunkard! 

Cal. T prithee, let me bring thee where crabs 
grow; 180 

And I with my long nails will dig thee pig-nuts; 
Show thee a jay’s nest and instruct thee how 
To snare the nimble marmozet; I’D bring thee 
To clust’ring filberts, and sometimes I’D get thee 
Young scamels from the rock. Wilt thou go 

with me? 185 

Ste. I prithee now, lead the way, without any 
more talking.—Trinculo, the king and all our 
company else being drowned, we will inherit 
here.—Here; bear my bottle.—Fellow Trinculo, 
we’U fill him by and by again. 190 

Cal. rare well, master; farewell, farewell, 

[Sings drunkenly. 
Trin. A howling monster, a drunken monster. 
Cal. No more dams I’ll make for fish; 

Nor fetch in firing 
At requiring, 

Nor scrape trenchering, nor wash dish; jy6 
’Ban, ’Ban, Ca—Caliban, 

Has a new master—Get a new man. 

Freedom, high-day! hlgh-day, freedom I free¬ 
dom I high-day, freedom! 200 

Ste. O brave mOMterl lead the way. [Exeunt. 

act ra 

Scene I.— Before prospero’s Cell. 

Enter Ferdinand, bearing a log. 

Fer. There be some sports are painful, and 
their labour 

Delight in them sets off; some kinds of baseness 
Are nobly undergone, and most poor matters 
Point to rich ends. This my mean task 4 
Would be as heavy to roe as odious: but 
The mistress which I serve quickens what’s dead 
And makes my labours pleasures: O! she is 7 
Ten times more gentle than her father's crabbed, 
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And he's compos’d of harshness. I must remove 
Some thousands of these logs and pile them up, 
Upon a sore injunction: my sweet mistress 
Weeps when she sees me work, and says such 
baseness 12 

Had never like executor. I forget: 

But these sweet thoughts do even refresh my 
labours, 

Most busiest when I do it. 

Enter MIRANDA; and PROSPERO behind. 
Mira. Alas! now, pray you, 

Work not so hard: I would the lightning had 16 
Burnt up those logs that you are enjoin’d to 
pile! 

Pray, set it down and rest you: when this bums. 
Twill weep for having wearied you. My father 
Is hard at study; pray now, rest yourself: 20 
He’s safe for these three hours. 

Fer. O most dear mistress, 

The sun will set, before I shall discharge 
What I must strive to do. 

Mira. If you’ll sit down, 

I'D bear your logs the while. Pray, give me 
that; 24 

I’D carry it to the pile. 

Fer. No, precious creature: 

I had rather crack my sinews, break my back, 
Than you should such dishonour undergo. 
While 1 sit lazy by. 

Mira. It would become me 28 

As well as il does you: and I should do it 
With much more ease; for my good will is to it, 
And yours it is against. 

Pro. [Aside. J Poor worm! thou art infected: 
This visitation shows it. 

Mira. You look wearily. 32 

Fer. No, noble mistress; 'tis fresh morning 
with me 

When you are by at night. I do beseech you— 
Chiefly that I might set it in my prayers— 
What is your name? 

Mira. Miranda.—O my father! 3« 

I have broke your Best to say so. 

Fer. Admir’d Miranda 1 

Indeed, the top of admiration; worth 
What's dearest to the world! FuH many a lady 
I have ey’d with best regard, and many a time 40 
The harmony of their tongues ha th into bondage 
Brought my tco diligent ear: for several virtues 
Have I lik’d several women; never any 
With so full soul but some defect in her 44 
Did quarrel with the noblest grace she ow’d. 
And put it to the foil: but you, O you 1 
So perfect and so peerless, are created 
Of every creature's best 
Mira. I do not know 48 

One of my sex; no woman’s face remember, 
Save, from my glass, mine own; nor have I seen 
More that I may caU men than you, good friend, 
Andmydearfather.'howfeaturesareabroad, 52 
I am skill-less of; but, by my modesty,— 

The jewel in my dower,—I would not wish 
Any companion In the world but you; 

Nor can imagination form a shape, 56 

Besides yourself, to like of. But I prattle 
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Something too wildly and my father’s precepts 
I therein do forget. 

Fer. I am In my condition 

A prince, Miranda; I do think, a king;— So 
I would not so!—and would no more en¬ 
dure 

This wooden slavery than to suffer 
The flesh-fly blow my mouth.—Hear my soul 
speak:— 

The very instant that I saw you did 64 

My heart fly to your service; there resides. 

To make me slave to it; and for your sake 
Am I this patient log-man. 

Mira. Do you love me? 

Fer. O heaven 1 O earth! bear witness to this 
sound, 68 

And crown what I profess with kind event 
If I speak true: if hollowly, invert 
What best is boded me to mischief! I, 

Beyond all limit of what else i’ the world, 7* 
Do love, prize, honour you. 

Mira. I am a fool 

To weep at what I am glad of. 

Pro. [Aside.] Fair encounter 

Of two most rare affections! Heavens rain 
grace 

On that which breeds between them! 

Fer. Wherefore weep you? 76 

Mira. At mine unworthiness, that dare not 
offer 

What I desire to give; and much less take 
What I shall die to want. But this is trifling; 
And all the more it seeks to hide itself 80 
The bigger bulk it shows. Hence, bashM cun¬ 
ning! 

And prompt me, plain and holy innocence! 

I am your wife, if you will marry me; 

If not. I’ll die your maid: to be your fellow 84 
You may deny me; but I’ll be your servant 
Whether you will or no. 

Fer. My mistress, dearest; 

And I thus humble ever. 

Mira. My husband then? 

Fer. Ay, with a heart as willing 88 

As bondage e’er of freedom: here’s my hand. 
Mira. And mine, with my heart in’t: and 
now farewell 
Till half an hour hence. 

Fer. A thousand thousand! 

f Exeunt per. and mir. severally. 
Pro. So glad of this as they, I cannot be, 92 
Who are surpris’d withal; but my rejoicing 
At nothing can be more. Fll to my book; 

For yet, ere supper time, must I perform 
Much business appertaining. [Exit. 

Scene IT.— Another Part of the Island. 
Enter CALIBAN, with a bottle, stephanO, and 
TRINCULO. 

Ste. Tell not me:—when the butt is out, we 
will drink water; not a drop before: therefore 
bear up, and board ’em.—Servant-monster, drink 
to me. 4 

. Trin. Servant-monster! the folly of this 

lclntlr) I TUmi nea, »k.«aOin mVm flit* IslH! 


we are three of them; if th'other two be brained 
like us, the state totters. 8 

Ste. Drink,servant-monster,whonlbid thee: 
thy eyes are almost set In thy head. 

Trin. Where should they be set else? he 
were a brave monster indeed, if they were set 
in his tail. 13 

Ste. My man-monster hath drowned his tongue 
in sack: for my part, the sea cannot drown 
me: I swam, ere I could recover the shore, five- 
and-thirty leagues, off and on, by this light 
Thou shalt be my lieutenant monster, or my 
standard. 19 

Trin. Your lieutenant if you list; he’s no 
standard. 

Ste. We’ll not ran. Monsieur monster. 

Trin. Nor go neither: but you’ll lie, like 

dogs; and yet say nothing neither. 24 

Ste. Moon-calf, speak once in thy life, if thou 
beest a good moon-calf. 

Cal. How does thy honour? Let me lick thy 
shoe. I’ll not serve him, he is not valiant 28 
Trin. Thou liest. most Ignorant monster: 
I am in case to justle a constable. Why, thou 
deboshed fish thou, was there ever a man a 
coward that hath drunk so much sack as I 
to-day? Wilt thou tell a monstrous lie, being 
but half a fish and half a monster? 

Cal. Lo, how he mocks mel wilt thou let 
him, my lord? 36 

Trin. ’Lord’ quoth he!—that a monster 
should be such a natural 1 
Cal. Lo, lo, again! bite him to death, I 
prithee. 40 

Ste. Trinculo, keep a good tongue In your 
head: if you prove a mutineer, the next tree I 
The poor monster’s my subject, and he shall 

not suffer indignity. 44 

Cal. I thank my noble lord. Wilt thou be 

pleas’d 

To hearken once again the suit I made thee? 

Ste. Marry, will Itkneel, and repeat it: I will 
stand, and so shall Trinculo. 48 

Enter ARIEL, Invisible. 

Cal. As I told thee before, I am subject to a 
tyrant, a sorcerer, that by bis cunning hath 
cheated me of the Island. 

Ari. Thou liest. . J* 

Cal. Thou liest, thou jesting monkey thou; 

I would my valiant master would destroy thee; 
I do not lie. ... 

Ste. Trinculo, If you trouble him anymore in 
his tale, by this hand, I will supplant some of 
your teeth. s 8 

Trin. Why, I said nothing. 

Ste. Mum then and no more.—[To cau¬ 
ban.] Proceed. . .... 

Cat. I say, by sorcery he got this Isle: 

From me he got it: if thy greatness will. 
Revenge it on him,—for, I know, thou dar’st; 
But this thing dare not,— 6 J 

Ste. That’s most certain. 

Cal. Thou shalt be lord of it and TO servr 

thM. 
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Ste. How now shall this be compassed ? Canst 
thou bring me to the party? 69 

Cal. Yea, yea, my loro; I’ll yield him thte 
asleep, 

Where thou may’st knock a nail into his head. 
Ari. Thou iiest; thou canst not. 72 

Cal. What a pied many’s this! Thou scurvy 
patch t — 

I do beseech thy greatness, give him blows, 
And take his bottle from him; when that's 
gone 

He shall drink nought but brine; for I’ll not 
show him 76 

Where the quick freshes are. 

Ste. Trinculo, run into no further danger: in¬ 
terrupt the monster one word further, and, by 
this hand. I’ll turn my mercy out o’ doors and 
make a stock-fish of thee. si 

Trin. Why, what did 1 ? I did nothing. I’ll 
go further off. 

Ste. Didst thou not say he lied? 84 

Ari. Thou best. 

Ste. Do I so? take thou that. [ Strikes TRIN.] 
As you like this, give me the lie another time. 

Trin. I did not give thee the lie;—Out 
o’ your wits and hearing too?—A pox o’ your 
bottle! this can sack and drinking do.— A mur¬ 
rain on your monster, and the devil take your 
fingers 1 92 

Cal. Ha, ha, ha! 

Ste. Now, forward with your tale.—Prithee 
stand further off. 

Cal. Beat him enough: after a little time 96 
I’ll beat him too. 

Ste. Stand further.—Come, proceed. 

Cal. Why, as I told thee, ’tis a custom with 
him 

I’ the afternoon to sleep: there thou may’st 
brain him. 

Having first seiz’d his books: or with a log too 
Batter his skull, or paunch him with a stake, 
Or cut his wezand with thy knife. Remember 
First to possess liis books; for without them 
He’s but a sot, as I am, nor hath not 104 
One spirit to command; they all do hate him 
As rootediy as I. Bum but his books; 

He has brave utensils,—for so he calls them,— 
Which, when he has a house, he’ll deck withal: 
And that most deeply to consider is 109 
The beauty of his daughter; he himself 
Calls her a nonpareil: I never saw a woman. 
But only Sycorax my dam and she; 112 

But she as far surpasseth Sycorax 
As great’st does least. 

Ste. Is it so brave a lass? 

Cal. Ay, lord; she will become thy bed, I 
warrant, 

And bring thee forth brave brood. it6 

Ste. Monster, I will kill this man: his daugh¬ 
ter and I will be king and queen,—save our 
graces! and Trinculo and thyself shall bo vice¬ 
roys. Dost thou like the plot, Trmcuio? 120 
Trin. Excellent. 

Ste. Give me thy hand: I am sorry I beat 
thee; but, while Ihou livcst, keep a good tongue 
is thy head. 124 


Cal. Within this half hour will he be asleep; 
Wilt thou destroy him then? 

Ste. Ay, on mine honour. 

Ari. This will I tell my master. 

Cal. Thou mak’st iue merry: I am full of 
pleasure. 128 

I.et us be jocund: will you troll the catch 
You taught me but whiie-ere? 

Ste. At thy request, monster, I will do reason, 
any reason: Come on, Trinculo, let us sing. 132 

[Sings. 

Flout ’em, and scout 'em; and scout 'em, and 
flout ’em; 

Tbougnt is iree. 

Cal. That’s not the tune. 

[ARIEL plays the tune on a Tubor and Pipe. 
Ste. What is this same ? 136 

Trin. This is the tune of our catch, played by 
the picture of Nobody. 

Ste. If thou beest a man. show thyself in thy 
likeness: if thou beest a devii, take't as thou 
list. 141 

Trin. O, forgive me my sins! 

Ste. He that dies pays all debts: I defy thee. 
—Mercy upon us! 144 

Cal. Art thouafeard? 

Ste. No, monster, not I. 

Cal. Be not afeard: the isle is full of noises, 
Sounds and sweet airs, that give delight, and 
hurt not. 148 

Sometimes a thousand twangling instruments 
Will hum about mine ears; and sometime voices. 
That, if I then had wak’d after long sleep. 
Willrnakemesieepagain: and then, in dreaming. 
The clouds methought would open and show 
riches t 53 

Ready to drop upon me; that, when l wak’d 
I cried to dream again. 

Ste. This will prove a brave kingdom to me, 
where I shall have my music for nothing. 

Cal. When Prospero is destroyed. 

Ste. That shall be by and by: 1 remember 
the story. - - iso 

Trin. The sound is going away: let’s follow 
it, and after do our work. 

Ste. Lead, monster; we’ll follow.—I would I 
could see this laborer! he lays it on. Wilt come? 
Trin. I’ll follow, Stephano. [Exeunt. 

Scene HI. —Another Part of the Island. 

Enter alonso, Sebastian, antonto, gonzalo, 
ADRIAN, franctsco, and others. 

Gon. By’r lakin, I can go no further, sir; 
My old bones ache: here’s a maze trod indeed, 
Through forth-rights, and meanders! by your 
patience, 

I needs must rest me. 

Alon. Old lord, I cannot blame thee, 4 
Who am myself attach’d with weariness. 

To the dolling of my spirits: sit down, and rest. 
Even here I will put off my hope, and keep it 
No longer for my flatterer: he is drown’d s 
Whom thus we stray to find; and the sea mocks 
Our frustrate search on land. Well, let him go. 
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Ant. [Aside to seb.] I am right glad that Ire’s 
so out of hope. 

Do not, for one repulse, forego the purpose 12 
That you resolv'd to effect. 

Seb. [Aside to ant.] The next advantage 

Will we take throughly. 

Ant. [ Aside to SEB.] Let it be to-night; 

For, now they are oppress'd with travel, they 
Will not, nor cannot, use such vigilance 16 
As when they are fresh. 

Seb. [Aside to ant.] I say to-night: no more. 

Solemn and strange music; and prospero 
above , invisible. Enter below several strange 
Shapes , bringing in a banquet: they dance 
about it with gentle actions of salutation; 
and, inviting the King, &c., to eat, they 
depart. 

Alon. What harmony is this? iny good 
friends, hark! 

Con. Marvellous sweet music! 

Alon. Give us kind keepers, heavens! What 
were these? 20 

Seb. A living drollery. Now I will believe 
That there are unicorns; that in Arabia 
There is one tree, the phoenix' throne; one 
phoenix 

At this hour reigning there. 

Ant. I’ll believe both; 24 

And what does else want credit, come to me. 
And I’ll be sworn 'tis true: travellers ne’erdidlie. 
Though fools at home condemn them. 

Gon. If in Naples 

I should report this now, would they believe me ? 
If 1 should say I saw such islanders,— 29 

For, certes, these are people of the island,— 
Who, though they are of monstrous shape, yet, 
note. 

Their manners are more gentle-kind than of 32 
Our human generation you shall find 
Many, nay, almost any. 

Pro. [Aside.] Honest lord, 

Thou hast said well; for some of you there 
present 

Are worse than devils. 

Alon. I cannot too much muse, 36 

Such shapes, such gesture, and such sound, 
expressing,— 

Although they want the use of tongue,—a kind 
Of excellent dumb discourse. 

Pro. [Aside.] Praise in departing. 

Fran. They vanish’d strangely. 

Seb. No matter, since 40 

They have left their viands behind; for we have 
stomachs.— 

Will’t please you to taste of what is here? 
Alon. Not I. 

Gon. Faith, sir, you need not fear. When we 
were boys, 

Who would believe that there were moun¬ 
taineers 44 

Dew-lapp’d like bulls, whose throats had hang¬ 
ing at them 

Wallets of flesh ? or that there were such men 
Whose heads stood in their breasts ? which now 
we find 


Each putter-out of five for one will bring us 48 
Good warrant of. 

Alon. I will stand to and feed. 

Although my last; no matter, since I feel 
The best is past.—Brother, my lord the duke, 
Stand to and do as we. 32 

Thunder and lightning. Enter ARIEL like a 
harpy; claps his wings upon the table; and, 
with a quaint device, the banquet vanishes. 
n. You are three men of sin, whom Destiny— 
That hath to instrument this lower world 
And what is in't,—the never-surfeited sea 55 
Hath caused to belch up you; and on this island 
Where man doth not inhabit; you ’mongst men 
Being most unfit to live. I have made you mad; 

[Seeing ALON., seb., &c., draw their swords. 
And even with such-like valour men hang and 
drown 

Their proper selves. You fools 1 I and my 
fellows 60 

Are ministers of fate: the elements 
Of whom your swords are temper’d, may as well 
Wound the loud winds, or with bemock’d-at 
stabs 

Kill the still-closing waters, as diminish 64 
One dowie that’s in my plume; my fellow- 
ministers 

Are like invulnerable. If yon could hurt. 

Your swords are now too massy for your strengths, 
And will not be uplifted. But, remember,— <58 
For that’s my business to you,—that you three 
From Milan did supplant good Prospero; 
Expos’d unto the sea, which hath requit it. 
Him and his innocent child: foi which foul 
deed 72 

The powers, delaying, not forgetting, have 
Incens'd the seas and shores, yea, all the crea¬ 
tures, 

Against your peace. Thee of thy son, Alonso, 
They have bereft; and do pronounce, by me, 76 
Lingering perdition,—worse than any death 
Can be at once,—shall step by step attend 
You and your ways; whose wraths to guard 
you from— 79 

Which here in this most desolate isle, else falls 
Upon your heads,—is nothing but heart-sorrow 
And a clear life ensuing. 

He vanishes in thunder: then, to soft music, 
enter the Shapes again, and dance with mocks 
and mows, and carry out the table. 

Pro. [Aside.] Bravely the figure of this harpy 
hast thou 

Perform’d, my Ariel; a grace it had, devouring: 
Of my instruction hast thou nothing bated 85 
In what thou hadst to say: so, with good life 
And observation strange, my meaner ministers 
Their several kinds have done. My high charms 
work, SS 

And these mine enemies are all knit up 
In their distractions: they now are in my power; 
And in these fits I leave them, while I visit 
Young Ferdinand,—whom they suppose is 
drown’d,— 92 

And his and mine lov’d darling. [ Exit above. 
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Gon. r tbe name of something holy, sir, why 
stand you 

In this strange stare? 

Alon. O, it is monstrous! monstrous! 
Methought the billows spoke and told me of it; 
The winds did sing it to me; and the thunder. 
Thatdcepand dreadful organ-pipe,pronounc’d 
The name of Prosper: it did bass my trespass. 
Therefore my son i’ th’ ooze is bedded; and ioo 
I’ll seek him deeper than e’er plummet sounded, 
And with him there lie mudded. | Exit. 

Seb. But one iiend at a time. 

I’ll fight their legions o’er. 

Ant. I'D be thy second. 

[Exeunt SEB. and ant. 
Gon. All three of them are desperate; their 
great guilt, 104 

Like poison given to work a great time after. 
Now ‘gins to bite the spirits .—1 do beseech you 
That are of suppler joints, follow them swiftly 
And hinder them from what this ecstasy 108 
May now provoke them to. 

Adr. Follow, I pray you. [Exeunt. 


ACT IV 

Scene l.—Before prospero’s Cell. 

Enter prosfero, Ferdinand, and Miranda. 
Pro. If l have too austerely punish’d you. 
Your compensation makes amends; for I 
Have given you here a thrid of mine own life, 
Or that for which I live; whom once again 4 
I tender to thy hand: all thy vexations 
Were but my trials of thy love, and thou 
Hast strangely stood the test; here, afore 
Heaven, 

I ratify this my rich gift. O Ferdinand! 8 
Do not smile at me that 1 boast her off. 

For thou shalt find she will outstrip all praise. 
And make it halt behind her. 

Per. I do believe it 

Against an oracle. 12 

Pro. Then, as my gift and thine own acquisi¬ 
tion 

Worthily purchas’d, take my daughter; but 
If thou dost break her virgin knot before 
All sanctimonious ceremonies may is 

With full and holy rite be minister’d. 

No sweet aspersion shall the heavens let fall 
To make this contract grow; but barren hate, 
Sour-ey’d disdain and discord shall bestrew 20 
The union of your bed with weeds so loathly 
That you shall hate it both: therefore take heed, 
As Hymen’s lamps shall light you. 

Per. As I hope 

For quiet days, fair issue and long life, 24 
With such love as ’tls now, the murkiest den, 
The most opportune place, the strong'st sug¬ 
gestion 

Our worser genius can, shall never melt 
Mine honour into lust, to take away 2s 
The edge of that day's celebration 
When I shall think, or Phoebus’ steeds are 
founder’d, 

Or Night kept chain'd below. 


Pro. Fairly spoke: 

Sit then, and talk with her, she is thine own. 
What, Ariel! my industrious servant Ariel 1 33 

Enter ARIEL. 

Art. What would my potent master? here 
1 am. 

Pro. Thou and thy meaner fellows your last 
service 

Did worthily perform; and I must use you 36 
In such another trick. Go bring the rabble, 
O’er whom I give thee power, here to this place: 
Incite them to quick motion; for I must 
Bestow upon the eyes of this young couple 40 
Some vanity of mine art: it is my promise. 
And they expect it from me. 

Art. Presently? 

Pro. Ay, with a twink. 

Art. Before you can say, ‘Come,’ and ‘Go,’ 44 
And breathe twice; and cry, ‘so, so,’ 

Each one, tripping on his toe, 

Will be here with mop and mow. 

Do you love me, master? no? 48 

Pro. Dearly, my delicate Ariel. Do not ap¬ 
proach 

Till thou dost hear me call. 

Art. Well, I conceive. [Exit. 

Pro. Look, thou be true; do not give dalliance 
Too much the rein: the strongest oaths are 
straw 52 

To the fire i’ the blood: be more abstemious, 
Or else good night your vow! 

Per. I warrant you, sir; 

The white-cold virgin snow upon my heart 
Abates the ardour of my liver. 

Pro. Wefl.— J« 

Now come, my Ariel! bring a corollary, 
Rather than want a spirit: appear, and pertly. 
No tongue! aU eyesl be silent. [ Soft music. 

A Masque. Enter nus. 

Iris. Ceres, most bounteous lady, thy rich 
leas , 60 

Of wheat, rye, barley, vetches, oats, and peas; 
Thy turfy mountains, where live nibbling sheep. 
And flat meads thatch’d with stover, them to 
keep: 

Thy banks with pioned and twilled brims, 64 
Which spongy April at thy hest betrims. 

To make cola nymphs chaste crowns; and thy 
broom groves. 

Whose shadow the dismissed bachelor loves. 
Being lass-Iom; thy pole-clipt vineyard; 68 

And thy sea-marge, sterile and rocky-hard, 
Where thou thyself dost sir: the queen o'thesky. 
Whose watery arch and messenger am I, 

Bids thee leave these; and with her sovereign 
grace, 72 

Here on this grass-plot, in this very place. 

To come and sport; her peacocks fly amain: 
Approach, rich Ceres, her to entertain. 


Enter ceres. 

Cer. Hail, many-colour’d messenger, that 
ne’er 76 

Dost disobey the wife of Jupiter; 
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Who with thy saffron wfnps npon my flowers 
D.fusest honey-drops, refreshing showers: 

And with each end of thy blue bow dost crown 
My bosky acres, and my unshrubb'd down, 81 
Rich scarf to my proud earth; why hath thy 
queen 
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There's something else to do: hush, and be mute. 
Or else our spell is marr’d. 

Iris. You nymphs, call'd Naiades, of the 
windring brooks, u 8 

With your sedg’d crowns, and ever-haimless 
looks. 


Summon’d me hither, to this short-grass'd Leave your crisp channels, and on this green 


green? 

Iris. A contract of true love to celebrate, 84 
And some donation freely to estate 
On the bless’d lovers. 

Cer. Tell me, heavenly bow. 

If Venus or her son, as thou dost know) 

Do now attend the queen? since they did plot 
The means that dusky Dis my daughter got, 89 
Her and her blind boy’s scandal’d company 
I have forsworn. 

Iris. Of her society 

Be not afraid; I met her deity 93 

Cutting the clouds towards Paphos and her son 
Dove-drawn with her. Here thought they to 
have done 

Some wanton charm upon this mao and maid. 
Whose vows are, that no bed-rite shall be paid 
Till Hymen’s torch be lighted; but in vain: 97 
Mars’s hot minion is return’d again; 

Her waspish-headed son has broke his arrows, 


land 

Answer your summons: Juno does command. 
Come, temperate nymphs, and help to celebrate 
A contract of Hue love: be not too late. 133 

Enter certain Nymphs. 

You sun-bum’d sicklemen, of August weary. 
Come hither from the furrow, and be merry: 
Make holiday: your rye-straw hats put on, 138 
And these fresh nymphs encounter every one 
In country footing. 

Enter certain Reapers, properly habited: they 
join with the Nymphs in a graceful dance; 
towards the end whereof prospero starts 
suddenly, and speaks; after which, to a 
strange, hollow, and confused noise, they 
heavily vanish. 

Pro. [Aside.i I had forgot that foul con- 

_ . spiracy 

Swears he will shoot no more, but play with Of the beast Caliban, and his confederates 140 


sparrows, too 

And be a boy right out. 

Cer. Highest queen of state. 

Great Juno comes; I know her by her gait. 

Enter juso. 

Jun. How does my bounteous sister? Go 
with me 

To bless this twain, that they may prosperous 
be, 104 

And honour’d in their issue. 

SONG. 

Jun. Honour, riches, marriage-blessing, 

Long continuance, and increasing. 

Hourly joys be still upon you I 
Juno sings her blessings on you. 

Cer. Earth’s increase, foison plenty. 

Barns and gamers never empty: 

Vines, with clust'ring bunches growing; 

Plants with goodly burden bowing; 

Spring come to you at the farthest 
in the vety end of harvest! 

Scarcity and want shall shun you; 

Ceres’ blessing so is on you. 


108 


Ilf 


Per. This is a most majestic vision, and 
Harmonious charmingly.' May I be bold 
To think these spirits? 

Pro. Spirits, which by mine art mo 

I have from their confines call’d to enact 
My present fancies. 

Per. Let me litre here ever: 

So rare a wonder’d father and a wise. 

Makes this place Paradise. 

[JUNO and ceres whisper, and send 
iris on employment. 

Pro. Sweet, now, silence! rag 

Juno and Ceres whisper seriously, 


Against my life: the minute of their plot 
Is almost come.— [To the Spirits.] Well done) 
avoid: no morel 

Per. This is strange: your father’s in some 
passion 

That works him strongly. 

Mira. Never till this day 144 * 

Saw I him touch’d with anger so distemper’d. 

Pro. You do look, my son, in a mov’d sort, 
As if you were dismay’d: be cheerful, sir: 

Our revels now are ended. These our actors, 148 
As I foretold you, were all spirits and 
Are melted into air, into thin air: 

And, like the baseless fabric of this vision. 

The iloud-capp’d towers, the gorgeous palaces, 
The solemn temples, the great globe itself, ijv 
Yea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve 
And, like this insubstantial pageant faded, 
Leave not a rack behind. We are such stuff 1 j 6 
As dreams are made on, and our little life 
Is rounded with a sleep.—Sir, I am vex’d: 

Bear with my weakness ;my old brainis troubled. 
Be not disturb’d with my infirmity. 160 

If you be pleas'd, retire into my cell 
And there repose: a turn or two I’ll walk. 

To still my beating .mind. 

Per. Mira. We wish yourpeace. 

[Exeunt. 

Pro. Come with a thought!—[To them.] I 
thank thee: Ariel, come! 164 

Enter ARIEL. 

Art. Thy thoughts I cleave to. What's thy 
pleasure? 

Pro. Spirit, 

We must prepare to meet with Caliban. 

Art. Ay, my commander; when I presented 
Ceres, 
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I thought to have told thee of it; but I fear’d 168 
Lest I might anger thee. 

Pro. Say again, where didst thou leave these 
varlets? 

Ari. I told you, sir, they were red-hot with 
drinking; 

So full of valour that they smote the air 172 
For breathing in their faces; beat the ground 
For kissing of their feet; yet always bending 
Towards their project. Then I beat my tabor; 
At which, like unback'd colts, they prick’d their 
eats, 176 

Advanc’d their eyelids, lifted up their noses 
As they smelt music: so 1 charm’d their ears 
That, calf-like, they my lowing follow’d through 
Tooth’d briers, sharp furzes, pricking goss and 
thorns, 180 

Which enter’d their frail shins: at last I left 
them 

I’ the filthy-mantled pool beyond your cell. 
There dancing up to the chins, that the foul 
lake 

O'erstunk their feet. 

Pro. This was well done, my bird. 184 
Thy shape invisible retain thou stiU: 

The trumpery in my house, go bring it hither. 
For stale to catch these thieves. 

Ari. I go, I go. [Exit. 

Pro. A devil, a bom devil, on whose nature 
Nurture can never stick; on whom my pains, 189 
Humanely taken, are all lost, quite lost; 

And as with age his body uglier grows, 

So his mind cankers. 1 will plague them all, 192 
Even to roaring. 

Re-enter ARIEL, loaden with glistering 
apparel, &c. 

Come, hang them on this line. 

PROSPERO and ARIEL remain invisible. Enter 
CALIBAN, STEPHANO, and TRINCULO, all Wet. 

Cal. Pray you, tread softly, that the blind 
mole may not 

Hear a foot fall: we now are near his cell. 19s 
Ste. Monster, your fairy, which you say is a 
harmless fairy, has done little better than played 
the Jack with us. 

Trin. Monster, I do smell all horse-piss; at 
which my nose is in great indignation. 200 
Ste. Soismine.—Do you hear, monster? If I 
should take a displeasure against you, look you,— 
Trin. Thou wert but a lost monster. 

Cal. Good my lord, give me thy favour still: 
Be patient, for the prize I’ll bring thee to 205 
Shall hoodwink this mischance: therefore speak 
softly; 

All’s hush’d as midnight yet. 

Trin. Ay, but to lose our bottles in the 
pool,— 209 

Ste. There is not only disgrace and dishonour 
in that, monster, but an infinite loss. 

Trin. That’s more to me than my wetting: 
yet this is your harmless fairy, monster. 213 
Ste. I will fetch off tny bottle, though I be 
o'er ears for my labour. 


Cal. Prithee, my king, be quiet. Seest thou 
here, 216 

This is the mouth o’ the cell: no noise, and 
enter. 

Do that good mischief, which may make this 
island 

Thine own for ever, and I, thy Caliban, 

For aye thy foot-licker. 220 

Ste. Give me thy hand: I do begin to have 
bloody thoughts. 

Trin. O king Stephano! O peer! O worthy 
Stepbano! look, what a wardrobe here is for 
thee! 223 

Cal. Let it alone, thou fool; it is but trash. 
Trin. O, ho, monster! we know what belongs 
to a frippery.—O king Stephano! 228 

Ste. Put off that gown, Trinculo; by this 
hand. I’ll have that gown. 

Trin. Thy grace shall have it. 

Cal. The dropsy drown this fool! what do 
you mean 232 

To dote thus on such luggage? Let’s along, 
And do the murder first: if he awake, 

From toe to crown he’ll fill our skins with 
pinches; 

Make us strange stuff. 236 

Ste. Be you quiet, monster.—Mistress line, is 
not this my jerkin? Now is the jerkin under the 
line: now, jerkin, you are like to lose your hair 
and prove a bald jerkin. 240 

Trin. Do, do: we steal by line and level, 
an’t like your grace. 

Ste. I thank thee for that jest; here’s a gar¬ 
ment for’t: wit shall not go unrewarded while I 
am king of this country: ‘Steal by line and 
level,' is an excellent pass of pate; there’s an¬ 
other garment for’t. 247 

Trin. Monster, come, put some lime upon 
your fingers, and away with the rest. 

Cal. I will have none on’t: we shall lose our 
time, 

And all be turn’d to barnacles, or to apes 
With foreheads villanpus low. 252 

Ste. Monster, lay-toyour fingers: help to bear 
this away where my hogshead of wine is, or I’ll 
turn you out of my kingdom. Go to; carry this. 
Trin. And this. 256 

Ste. Ay, and this. 

A noise of hunters heard. Enter divers Spirits, 
in shape of hounds, and hunt them about; 
prospero and Ariel setting them on. 

Pro. Hey, Mountain, hey! 

Ari. Silver! there it goes, Silverl 
Pro. Fury, Fury! there, Tyrant, there! hark, 
hark! 260 

[cal., ste., and trin. are driven out. 
Go, charge tny goblins that they grind their 
joints 

With dry convulsions; shorten up their sinews 
With aged cramps, and more pinch-spotted 
make them 

Than pard, or cat o’ mountain. 

Ari. Haik! they roar. 2S4 

Pro. Let than be hunted soundly. At this 
hour 
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Lie at my mercy all mine enemies: 

Shortly shall all my labours end, and thou 
Shalt have the air at freedom: for a little, 268 
Follow, and do me service. [Exeunt. 

ACT V 


Scene I. —Before the Cell of frosfero. 
Enter PROSPERO in his magic robes; and ARIEL. 

Pro. Now does my project gather to a head: 
My charms crack not; my spirits obey, and time 
Goes upright with his carriage. How’s the day ? 
Ari. Ou the sixth hour; at which time, my 
lord, 4 

You said our work should cease. 

Pro. I did say so. 

When first I rais’d the tempest. Say, my spirit. 
How fares the king and’s followers? 

Ari. Confin’d together 

In the same fashion as you gave in charge; 8 
Just as you left them: all prisoners, sir. 

In the line-grove which weather-fends your cell; 
They cannot budge till your release. The king. 
His brother, and yours, abide all three dis¬ 
tracted, is 

And the remainder mourning over them. 
Brimful of sorrow and dismay; but chiefly 
Him, that you term'd, sir. The good old lord 
Gonzalo; 

His tears run down his beard, like winter's drops 
From eaves of reeds; your charm so strongly 
works them, 17 

That if you now beheld them, your affections 
Would become tender. 

Pro. Dost thou think so, spirit? 

Ari. Mine would, sir, were I human. 

Pro. And mine shall. 20 

Hast thou, which art but air, a touch, a feeling 
Of their afflictions, and shall not myself. 

One of their kind, that relish all as sharply, 
Passion as they, be kindlier mov’d than thou 
art? 24 

Though with their high wrongs I am struck to 
the quick. 

Yet with my nobler reason ’gainst my fury 
Do I take part: the rarer action is 
In virtue than in vengeance: they being peni¬ 
tent, 28 

The sole drift of my purpose doth extend 
Not a frown further. Go, release them, Ariel. 
My charms I’ll break, their senses I’ll restore. 
And they shall be themselves. 

Ari. PU fetch them, sir. [Exit. 

Pro. Ye elves of hills, brooks, standing lakes, 
and groves; 33 

And ye, that on the sands with printless foot 
Ho chase the ebbing Neptune and do fly him 
Whenhecomesback; you demi-puppets, that 36 
By moonshine do the green sour ringlets make 
Whereof the ewe not bites; and you, whose 
pastime 

« to make midnight mushrooms; that rejoice 
fo hear the solemn curfew; by whose aid,— 40 
Weak masters though ye be—I have bedimm’d 


The noontide sun, call'd forth the mutinous 
winds, 

And ’twixt the green sea and the azur’d vault 
Set roaring war: to the dread-rattling thunder 44 
Have I given fire and rifted Jove’s stout oak 
With his own bolt: the strong-bas’d promontory 
Have I made shake; and by the spurs pluck’d 
up 

The pine and cedar: graves at my command 48 
Have wak’d their sleepers, op’d, and let them 
forth 

By my so potent art. But this rough magic 
I here abjure; and, when I have requir’d 
Some heavenly music,—which even now I do,— 
To work mine end upon their senses that 33 
This airy charm is for. I’ll break my staff. 
Bury it certain fathoms in the earth, 

And ; deeper than did ever plummet sound, js 
I’ll drown my book. [ Solemn music. 

Re-enter Ariel: after him, alonso, with a 
frantic gesture, attended by GONZALO; SEBAS¬ 
TIAN and ANTONIO in like manner, attended by 
Adrian and Francisco: they ail enter the 
circle which PROSPERO had made, and there 
stand charmed; which PROSPERO observing, 
speaks. 

A solemn air and the best ccmfcrtcf 
To an unsettled fancy, cure thy brains, 

Now useless, boil’d within thy skull! There 
stand, <0 

For you are spell-stopp’d. 

Holy Gonzalo, honourable man, 

Mine eyes, even sociable to the show of thine. 
Fall fellowly drops. The charm dissolves apace; 
And as the morning steals upon the night,- 65 
Melting the darkness, so their rising senses 
Begin to chase the ignorant fumes that mantle 
Their clearer reason.—O good Gonzalo 1 68 

My true preserver, and a loyal sir 
To him thou follow’st, I wifi pay thy graces 
Home, both in word and deed.—Most cruelly 
Didst thou, Alonso, usemeandmy daughter: 72 
Thy brother was a furtherer in the act;— 
Thou’rt pinch'd for’t now, Sebastian.—Flesh 
and blood, 

You, brother mine, that entertain’d ambition, 
Expell'd remorse and nature; who, with Se¬ 
bastian,— 76 

Whose inward pinches therefore are most 
strong,— 

Would here have kill’d your king; I do forgive 
thee, 

Unnatural though thou art!—Their under¬ 
standing 

Begins to swell, and the approaching tide 80 
Wfil shortly fill the reasonable shores 
That now lie foul and muddy. Not one of 
them 

That yet looks on me, or would know me.— 
Ariel, 

Fetch me the hat and rapier in my cell:— 84 

[Exit ARIEL. 

I will disease me, and myself present. 

As I was sometime Milan.—Quickly, spirit; 
Thou sh alt ere l ong be free. 
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[ACT V 


ARIEL re-enters, singing, and helps to attire 

PROSPERO. 

Art. Where the bee sucks, there sock I 88 

In a cowslip's bell I lie; 

There I couch when owls do cry. 

On the bat’s back I do fly 

After summer merrily: 92 

Merrily, merrily shall I live now 

Under the blossom that hangs on the bough. 

Pro. Why, that’s my dainty Ariel! I shall 
miss thee; 

But yet thou shalt have freedom;—so, so, so.— 
To the Icing’s ship, invisible as thou art: 97 
There shalt thou find the mariners asleep 
Under the hatches; the master and the boat¬ 
swain 

Being awake, enforce them to this place, 100 
And presently, I prithee. 

Ari. I drink the air before me, and return 
Or e’er your pulse twice beat. [Exit. 

Gon. All torment, trouble, wonder, and 
amazement 104 

Inhabits here: some heavenly power guide us 
Out of this fearful country! 

Pro. Behold, sir king. 

The wronged Duke of Milan, Prospero. 

For more assurance that a living prince 108 
Does now speak to thee, I embrace thy body; 
And to thee and thy company I bid 
A hearty welcome. 

A Ion. Whe’r thou beest he or no. 

Or some enchanted trifle to abuse me, hi 
A s late I have been, I not know: thy pulse 
Beats, as of flesh and blood; and, since I saw 
thee, 

Th’ affliction of my mind amends, with which, 
I fear, a madness held me: this must crave,— 
An if this be at all—a most strange story. 117 
Thy dukedom I resign, and do entreat 
Thou pardon me my wrongs.—But how should 
Prospero 

Be living, and be here? 

Pro. First, noble friend, no 

Let me embrace thine age; whose honour can¬ 
not 

Be measur'd, or confin'd. 

Gon. Whether this be. 

Or be not; I'll not swear. 

Pro. You do yet taste 

Some subtilties o’ the isle, that will not let you 
Believe things certain.—Welcome 1 my friends 
all:-— 1*5 

[ Aside to sea. and ant.] But you, my brace of 
lords, were I so minded, 

I here could pluck his highness' frown upon 
you. 

And justify you traitors: at this time 118 

I will tell no tales. 

Seb. [Aside.] The devil speaks in him. 
Pro. No. 

For you, most wicked sir, whom to call brother 
Would even infect my mouth, I do forgive 
Thy rankest fault; all of them; and require 13s 
My dukedom of thee, which, perforce, I know. 
Thou must restore. 

Alon. If thou beest Prospero, 


Give us particulars of thy preservation; 

How thou hast met us here, who three hours 
since 136 

Were wrack’d upon this shore; where I have 
lost,— 

How sharp the point of this remembrance is 1 — 
My dear son Ferdinand. 

Pro. I am woe for’t, sir. 

Alon. Irreparable is the loss, and patience 
Says it is past her cure. 

Pro. I rather think » 4 » 

You have not sought her help; of whose soft 
grace. 

For the like loss I have her sovereign aid. 

And rest myself content. 

Alon. You the like lossl 144 

Pro. As great to me, as late; and, supportable 
To make the dear loss, have I means much 
weaker 

Than you may call to comfort you, for I 
Have lost my daughter. 

Alon. A daughter? 148 

Oheavens! that they were living both In Naples, 
The king and queen there 1 that they were, I wish 
Myself were mudded in that oozy bed 
Where my son lies. When did you lose your 
daughter? tsi 

Pro. In this last tempest. I perceive, these 
lords 

At this encounter do so much admire 
That they devour their reason, and scarce think 
Their eyes do offices of truth, their words is« 
Are natural breath: but, howsoe’r you have 
Been justled from your senses, know for certain 
That I am Prospero and that very duke 
Which was thrust forth of Milan; who most 
strangely * 6 ° 

Upon this shore, where you were wrack’d, was 
landed. 

To be the lord on’t. No more yet of this; 

For 'tis a chronicle of day by day, 

Not a relation for a breakfast nor 164 

Befitting this first meeting. Welcome, sir; 
This cell’s my court: here have I few attendants 
And subjects none abroad: pray you, look in. 
My dukedom since you have given me again, 168 
1 will requite you with as good a thing; 

At least bring forth a wonder, to content ye 
As much as me my dukedom. 

The entrance of the Cell opens, and discovers 
FERDINAND and MIRANDA playing at chess. 
Mira. Sweet lord, you play ine false. 

Per. No, my dearest love, 171 

I would not for the world. 

Mira. Yes,forascoreofkingdomsyoushould 
wrangle. 

And I would call It fair play. 

Alon. If this prove 

A vision of the island, one dear son i 7 < 
Shall I twice lose. 

Seb. A most high miracle! 

Fer. Though the seas threaten, they are merci¬ 
ful: 

I have curs’d them without cause. 

[Kneels to ALON. 



SCENE II 21 THE TEMPEST 


Alon. Now, all the biasings 

Of a glad father compass thee about! iso 
Arise, and say how thou cam’st here. 

Mira. O, wonder! 

How many goodly creatures are there here! 
Howbeauteousmankindisl O brave new world. 
That lias such people in’t! 

Pro. Tis new to thee. 184 

A ton. What is this maid, with whom thou 
wast at play? 

Your eld ’st acquaintance cannot be three hours: 
Is she the goddess that hath sever'd us. 

And brought us thus together? 

Fer. Sir, she is mortal; 188 

But by immortal Providence she’s mine; 

1 chose her when I could not ask my father 
For his advice, nor thought I had one. She 
Is daughter to this famous Duke of Milan, 19a 
Of whom so often I have heard renown. 

But never saw before; of whom I have 
Receiv’d a second life; and second father 
This lady makes him to me. 

Alon. I am hers; 196 

But O! how oddly will it sound that I 
Must ask my child forgiveness! 

Pro. There, sir, stop: 

l.et us not burden our remembrances 
With a heaviness that's gone. 

Gon. 1 have inly wept, 200 

Or should have spoke ere this. Look down, you 
gods. 

Ana on this couple drop a blessed crown; 

For it is you that have chalk’d forth the way 
Which brought us hither 1 
Alon. I say. Amen, Gonzalo! 204 

Gon. Was Milan thrust from Milan, that his 
issue 

Should become Icings of Naples? O, rejoice 
Beyond a common joy, and set it down 
With gold on lasting pillars. In one voyage 208 
Did Ciaribel her husband find at Tunis, 

And Ferdinand, her brother, found a wife 
Where he himself was lost; Prospero his duke¬ 
dom 

In a poor isle; and all of us ourselves, 212 
When no man was his own. 

Alon. ITo ter. and mira.] Give me your 
hands: 

Let grief and sorrow still embrace his heart 
That doth not wish you joy! 

Gon. Be it so: Amen! 

Re-enter Ariel, with the Master and Boatswain 
amazedly following. 

O look, sir! look, sir! here are more of us. 216 
I prophesied, if a gallows were on land, 

This fellow could not drown.—Now, blas- 
pfcetny. 

That swear’st grace o’erboard, not an oath on 
shore? 

Hlist thou no mouth by land ? What is the news ? 
Boats. The best news is that we have safely 
found 221 

pur king and company: the nest, our ship,— 
Which but three glasses since we gave out 
split,— 


Is tight and yare and bravely rigg’d as when 
We first put out to sea. 

Ari. [Aside to pro.] Sir, all this service 22j 
Have I done since I went. 

Pro. I Aside to ari.] My tricksy spirit! 

Alon. These are not natural events; they 
strengthen 

From strange to stranger.—Say, how came you 
hither? 228 

Boats. If I did think, sir, I were well awake, 
I’d strive to tell you. We were dead of sleep, 
And,—how we know not,—all clapp’d under 
hatches. 

Where, but even now, with strange and several 
noises 232 

Of roaring, shrieking, howling, jingling chains. 
And mo diversity of sounds, all horrible, 

We were awak'd; straightway, at liberty: 
Where we, in all her trim, freshly beheld 23* 
Our royal, good, and gallant ship; our master 
Capering to eye her: on a trice, so please you. 
Even in a dream, were we divided from them, 
And were brought moping hither. 

Ari. [ Aside to PRO.] Was’t well done? 240 
Pro. [Aside to ari.] Bravely, my diligence! 
Thou shalt be free. 

Alon. This is as strange a maze as e’er mer 
trod; 

And there is in this business more than nature 
Was ever conduct of: some oracle 244 

Must rectify our knowledge. < 

Pro. Sir, my liege. 

Do not infest your mind with beating on 
The strangeness of this business: at pick'd 
leisure 

Which shall be shortly, single I’ll resolve you,— 
Which to you shall seem probable,—of every 
These happen’daccidents; till when, be cheerful. 
And think of each thing well.—[ Aside to ARI.] 
Come hither, spirit; 

Set Caliban and his companions free; 252 
Untie the spell. [Exit ari.] How fares my 
gracious sir? 

There are yet missing of your company 
Some few odd lads that you remember not. 

Re-enter ARIEL, driving in CALIBAN, STEPHANO, 
and TRINCULO, in their stolen apparel. 

Ste. Every man shift for all the rest, and let 
no man take care for himself, for all is but 
fortune.—Coragio! bully-monster, Coragiol 
Trin. If these be true spies which I wear in 
my head, here’s a goodly sight. 2G0 

Cal. OSetebos! these be brave spirits, indeed. 
How fine my master isl 1 am afraid 
He will chastise me. 

Seb. Fla, ha! 

What things are these, my lord Antonio? 264 
Will money buy them? 

Ant. Very like; one of them 

Is a plain fish, and. no doubt, marketable. 
Pro. Mark but the badges of these men, my 
lords, 

Then say, if they be true.—This mis-shapen 
knave,— 26S 

His mother was a witch; and one so strong 
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That could control the moon, make flows and 
ebbs. 

And deal in her command without her power. 
These three have robb’d me; and this demi- 
dcvil,— 271 

For he’s a bastard one,—liad plotted with them 
To take my life: two of these fellows you 
Must know and own; this thing of darkness I 
Acknowledge mine. 

Cal. 1 shall be pinch’d to death. 276 
Alon. Is not this Stcphano, my drunken 
butler ? 

Seb. He is drunk now: where had he wine? 
Alon. And Trinculo is reeling-ripe: where 
should they 

Find this grand liquor that hath gilded them? 
How cam’st thou in this pickle? 281 

Trin. I have been in such a pickle since I 
saw you last that, I fear me, will never out of 
my bones: I shall not fear fly-blowing, 284 
Seb. Why, how now, Stephano! 

Ste. O! touch me not: 1 am not Stephano, 
but a cramp. 

Pro. You’d bt king of the isle, sirrah? 

Ste. I should have been a sore one then. 288 
Alon. This is a strange thing as e’er I look’d 
on. | Pointing to CAL. 

Pro. He is as disproportion^ in his manners 
As in his shape.—Go, sirrah, to my cell; 

Take with you your companions: as you look 
To have my pardon, trim it handsomely. 293 
Cal. Ay. that I will; and I’ll be wise here¬ 
after, 

And seek for grace. What a thrice-double ass 
Was I, to take this drunkard for a god, 296 
And worship this dull fool! 

Pro. Go to; away! 

Alon. Hence, aud bestow your luggage where 


you found it. 

Seb. Or stole it, rather. 

[Exeunt CAL., STE., and TRW. 

Pro. Sir, I invite your highness and your 
train 3 00 


To my poor cell, where you shall take your rest 
For this one night; which—part of it—I’ll waste 
With such discourse as, I not doubt, shall make it 
Go quick away; the story of my life 304 
And the particular accidents gone by 
Since I came to this isle: and in the mom 
I’ll bring you to your ship, and so to Maples, 
Where 1 have hope to see the nuptial 308 
Of these our dear-beloved solemniz’d: 

And thence retire me to iny Milan, where 
Every third thought shall be my grave. 

Alon. I long 

To hear the story of your life, which must ii2 
Take the ear strangely. 

Pro. I’ll deliver all; 

And promise you calm seas, auspicious gales 
And sail so expeditious that shall catch 
Your royal fleet far off. — [Aside to aw.] My 
Ariel, chick, 316 

That is thy charge: then to the elements 
Be free, and fare thou well!—Please you, draw 
near. [Exeunt. 


EPILOGUE 
Spoken by prospers). 

Now my charms are all o’erthrown, 


And what strength I have’s mine own; 

Which is most faint: now, his true, 

I must be here confin'd by you, 4 

Or sent to Naples. Let me not. 

Since 1 have my dukedom got 

And pardon'd the deceiver, dwell 

In this bare island by your spell; 8 

But release me bom my hands 

With the help of your good hands. 

Gentle breath of vours my sails 

Must fill, or else nr,- project fails. 22 

Whicn was to please. Now 1 want 

Spirits to enforce, art to enchant; 

And my ending is despair, 

Unless I be reliev’d by prayer, tb 

Which pierces so that it assaults 
Mercy itself and frees all laults. 

As you from crimes would pardon’d be. 

Let your indulges* set me free. 20 
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DRAMATIS PERSONA? 


Duke of Mean, Father to Silvia. 

™ E '}* he Two Geo'temea. 

Antonio, Father to Proteus. 

Thurio, a foolish rival to Valentine. 
Eglamour, Agent for Silvia, in her escape. 
Speed, a clownish Secant to Valentine. 
Launce, the like to Proteus. 


Pantbino, Servant to Antonio. 
Host, where Julia lodges in Milan. 
Outlaws with Valentine. 

Julia, beloved of Proteus. 

Silvia, beloved of Valentine. 
Lucetta, waiting woman to Julia. 
Servants, Musicians. 


Scene. — Verona; Milan; and the frontiers of Mantua. 


ACT I 

Scene I, — Verona. An open place. 
Enter valentine and pboteus. 


Vat. Cease to persuade, my loving Proteus: 
Home-keeping youth have ever homely wits. 
Were't not affection chains thy tender days 
To the sweet glances of thy honour’d love, a 
I rather would entreat thy company 
To see the wonders of the world abroad 
Than, living dully sluggardiz’d at home. 

Wear out thy youth with shapeless idleness, 8 
But since thou lov’st, love still, and thrive 
therein, 

Even as I would when I to love begin. 

Pro. Wilt thou be gone? Sweet Valentine, 
adieu! 

Think on thy Proteus, when thou haply seest 12 
Some rare note-worthy object in thy travel: 
Wish me partaker in thy happiness 
When thou dost meet good hap; and in thy 
danger. 

If ever danger do environ thee, 16 

Commend tliy grievance to my holy prayers. 
For I will be thy beadsman, Valentine. 

Val. And on a love-book pray for my success? 
Pro. Upon some book X love I’ll pray for 
thee. 20 


Pal. That’s on some shallow story of deep 
love, 

How young Leander cross’d the Hellespont. 

Pro. That’s a deep story of a deeper love; 
For he was more than over shoes in love. 24 
Val. Tis true; for you are over boots in love, 
And yet you never swum the Hellespont. 

Pro. Over the boots? nay, give me not the 
boots. 

Val. No, I will not, for It boots thee not. 
P '0 „ What? 28 

Vat To be in love, where scorn is bought 
with groans; 

Coy looks with heart-sore sighs; one fading 
moment's mirth 

With twenty watchful, weary, tedious nights; 
h haply won, perhaps a hapless gain; 32 
u lost, why then a grievous labour won: 
However, but a folly bought with wit, 

° r eke a wit by folly vanquished. 

Pro. So, by your circumstance, you call me 


Val. So, by your circumstance, I fear you’ll 
prove. 

Pro. ’Tis love you cavil at: I am not Love. 
Val. Love is your master, for he masters you; 
And he that is so yoked by a fool, 40 

Methinks, should not be chronicled for wise. 

Pro. Yet writers say, as in the sweetest bud 
The eating canker dwells, so eating love 
Inhabits in the finest wits of all. 44 

Val. And writers say, as the most forward 
bud 

Is eaten by the canker ere it blow, 

Even so by love the young and tender wit 
Is turned to folly; blasting in the bud, 48 
Losing his verdure even in the prime, 

And all the fair effects of future hopes. 

But wherefore waste X time to counsel thee 
That art a votary to fond desire? 52 

Once more adieu! my father at the road 
Expects my coming, there to see me shipp’d. 
Pro. And thither will I bring thee, Valentine. 
Val. Sweet Proteus, no; now let us take our 
leave. j 6 

To Milan let me hear from thee by letters 
Of thy success in love, and what news else 
Betideth here in absence of thy friend; 

And I likewise will visit thee with mine. So 

Pro. All happiness bechance to thee in 

Milan! 

Vat As much to you at home! and so, fare¬ 
well. [Exit. 

Pro. He after honour hunts, I after love; 
He leaves his friends to dignify them more; 64 
X leave myself, my friends and all, for love. 
Thou, Julia, thou hast metamorphos’d me;— 
Made me neglect my studies, lose my time, 
War with good counsel, set the world at nought; 
Made wit with musing weak, heart sick with 

thought. v 69 

Enter speed 

Speed. Sir Proteus, save you! Saw you my 
master? 

Pro. But now he parted hence, to embark for 
Milan. 

Speed. Twenty to one, then, he is shipp’d 

already, 7* 

And I have play’d the sheep, in losing him 
Pro. Indeed, a sheep doth very often stray, 
* - ,r >i<AnK#nl 1 m a white awav. 
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Speed. You conclude that m> master is a 
shepherd, then, and 1 a sheep 1 7? 

Pro. I do. 

Speed. Why then my horns are his horns, 
whether I wake or sleep. So 

Pro. A silly answer, and fitting well a sheep. 
Speed. This proves me still a sheep. 

Pro. True, and thy master a shepherd. 
Speed. Nay, that 1 can deny by a circum¬ 
stance. 8 ; 

Pro. It shall go hard but I’ll prove it by 
another. 

Speed. The shepherd seeks the sheep, and 
not the sheep the shepherd; but I seek my 
master, and my master seeks not me; therefore 
I am no sheep. 9 > 

Pro. The sheep for fodder follow the shep¬ 
herd, the shepherd for food follows not the 
sheep; thou for wages followest thy master, 
thy master for wages follows not thee: therefore 
thou art a sheep. 98 

Speed. Such another proof will make me cry 

Pro. But, dost thou hear? gavest thou my 
letter to Julia ? ioo 

Speed. Ay, sir: I, a lost mutton, gave your 
letter to her, a laced mutton; and she, a laced 
mutton, gave me, a lost mutton, nothing for my 
labour. so 4 

Pro. Here’s too small a pasture for such 
store of muttons. 

Speed. If the ground be overcharged, you 
were best stick her. 108 

Pro. Nay, in that you are astray; ’twere best 
pound you. 

Speed. Nay, sir, less than a pound shall serve 
me for carrying your letter. m 

Pro. You mistake: I mean the pound,—a 
pinfold. 

Speed. From a pound to a pin? fold it over 
and over, 

•Tis threefold too little for carrying a letter to 
your lover. ns 

Pro. But what said she? [SPEED nods.] Did 
she nod? 

Speed. Ay. 

Pro. Nod, ay? why, that’s noddy. 720 
Speed. You mistook, sir: I say she did nod; 
and you ask me if she did nod; and I say, Ay. 
Pro. And that set together is—noddy. 
Speed. Now you have taken the pains to set 
it together, take it for your pains. 125 

Pro. No, no; you shall have it for bearing 
the letter. 

Speed. Well, I perceive I must be fain to bear 
with you. l2 9 

Pro. Why, sir, how do you bear with me? 
Speed. Marry, sir, the letter very orderly; 
having nothing but the word ’noddy’ for my 
pains. i33 

Pro. Bcshrew me, but yon have a quick wit. 
Speed. And yet it cannot overtake your 
slow purse. 136 

Pro. Come, come; open the matter in brief; 
what said she? 


[act 

Speed. Open your purse, that the money anc 
the matter may be both at once delivered. 14c 
Pro. Well, sir, here is for your pains [giving 
him money]. What said she? 

Speed. Truly, sir, I think you'll hardly win her. 
Pro. Why? couldst thou perceive so much 
from her? 145 

Speed. Sir, I could perceive nothing at all 
from her; no, not so much as a ducat for 
delivering your letter. And being so hard to 
me that brought your mind, I fear she’ll prove 
as hard to you in telling your mind. Give her 
no token but stones, for she’s as hard as steel. 
Pro. Whatl said she nothing ? 152 

Speed. No, not so much as ‘Take this for 
thy pains.’ To testify your bounty, I thank you, 
you have testemed me; in requital whereof, 
henceforth carry your letters yourself. And so, 
sir, I’ll commend you to my master. 1 57 
Pro. Go, go, be gone, to save your ship from 
wrack; 

Which cannot perish, having thee aboard, 
Being destin’d to a drier death on shore.— 160 

[Exit SPEED. 

I must go send some better messenger: 

I fear my Julia would not deign my lines. 
Receiving them from such a worthless post. 163 

lExit. 


Scene II .—The Same. The Gat den of Julia’s 
House. 

Enter JULIA and LUCETTA. 

Jul. But say, Lucetta, now we are alone, 
Wouldst thou then counsel me to fall in love? 

Luc. Ay, madam, so you stumble not un- 
heedfully. 

Jul. Of all the fair resort of gentlemen 4 
That every day with parle encounter me. 

In thy opinion which is worthiest love? 

Luc. Please you repeat their names, I’ll 
show my mind 

According to my shallow simple skill. 8 

Jul. What think’st thbu of the fair Sir Egla- 
mour? 

Luc. As of a knight well-spoken, neat and 
fine; 

But, were I you, he never should be mine. 11 

Jul. What think’st thou oftherich Mercatio? 

Luc. Well of his wealth; but of himself, so so. 

Jul. What think’st thou of the gentle Proteus ? 

Luc. Lord, Lord! to see what folly reigns in 
us! 

Jul. How nowl what means this passion at 
his name? 16 

Luc. Pardon, dear madam; ’tis a passing 

shame 

That I, unworthy body as I am. 

Should censure thus on lovely gentlemen. 

Jul. Why not on Proteus, as of all the rest? 

Luc. Then thus,—of many good I think him 
best. 21 

Jul. Your reason? 

I.uc. I have no other but a woman’s reason: 
I think him so because I think turn so. 24 


24 
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Jul. And wouldst thou have me cast my love 
on him? 

Luc. Ay, if you thought your love not cast 
away. 

Jul. Why, he, of all the test hath never 
mov’d me. 

Luc. Yet he of all the rest, I think, best 
loves ye. 28 

Jul. His little speaking shows his love hut 
small. 

Luc. Fire that’s closest kept bums most of 
all. 

Jul. They do not love that do not show their 
love. 

Luc. O! they love least that let men know 
their love. 32 

Jul. I would I knew his mind. 

Luc. Peruse this paper, madam. 

[Giver a letter. 

Jul. ‘To Julia.’—Say from whom? 

Luc. That the contents will show. 

Jul. Say, say, who gave it thee? 

Luc. Sir Valentine’s page, and sent, I think, 
from Proteus. 36 

He would have given it you, but I, being in the 
way, 

Did in your name receive it; pardon the fault, 
1 pray. 

Jul. Now, by my modesty, a goodly broker! 
Dare you presume to harbour wanton lines? 40 
To whisper and conspire against my youth? 
Now, trust me, ’tis an office of great worth 
And you an officer fit for the place. 

There, take the paper: see it be return’d; 44 
Or else return no more into my sight. 

Luc. To plead for love deserves more fee 
than hate. 

Jul. Will ye be gone? 

Luc. That you may ruminate. [Exit. 

Jul. And yet I would I had o’erlook’d the 
letter. 48 

It were a shame to call her back again 
And pray her to a fault for which I chid her. 
What fool is she, that knows I am a maid. 
And would not force the letter to my view! s 3 
Since maids, in modesty, say ‘No’ to that 
Which they would have the profferer construe 

r- ” Ay -’ 

■ ie, fie! how wayward is this foolish love 
‘ hat, like a testy babe, will scratch the nurse 56 
tnd presently all humbled kiss the rodl 
Now churlishly I chid Lucetta hence, 

'Then willingly I would have had her here: 

!low angerly I taught my brow to frown, So 
■ v hen inward joy enforc’d my heart to smile. 
My penance is, to call Lucetta back 
■iid ask remission for my foliy past, 
n hut hoi Lucettal 

Re-enter LUCETTA. 

Luc. What would your ladyship? 64 

Jul. Is it near dinner-time? 
v ,L«c. I would it were; 


Jul. What is’t that you took up so gingerly? 
Luc. Nothing. 69 

Jul. Why didst thou stoop, then? 

Luc. To take a paper up 

That I let fall. 

Jul. And is that paper nothing? 

Luc. Nothing concerning me. 7 * 

Jul. Then let it lie for those that it concerns. 
Imc. Madam, it will not lie where it concerns, 
Unless it have a false interpreter. 

Jul. Some love of yours hath writ to you in 
rime. 7S 

Imc. That I might sing it, madam, to a tune: 

Give me a note: your ladyship can set. 

Jul. As little by such toys as may be possible; 
Best sing it to the tune of ‘Light o* Love,’ 80 
Imc. It is too heavy for so light a tune. 

Jul. Heavy! belike it ha th some burden, then ? 
Luc. Ay; and melodious were it, would you 
sing it. 

Jul. And why not you? 

Imc. I cannot reach so high. 84 

Jul. Let’s see your song. [Taking the letter.] 
How now, minion! 

Imc. Keep tune there still, so you will sing 
it cut: 

And yet methinks, I do not like this tune. 

Jul. You do not? 

Luc. No, madam; it is too sharp. 88 

Jul. You, minion, are too saucy. 

Luc. Nay, now you are too flat 
And mar the concord with too harsh a descant: 
There wanteth but a mean to fill your song. 92 
Jul. The mean is drown’d with your unruly 
bass. 

Luc. Indeed, I bid the base for Proteus. 

Jul. This babble shall not henceforth trouble 
me. 

Here is a coil with protestation!— 96 

[Tears the letter. 

Go, get you gone, and let the papers lie: 

You would be fingering them, to anger me. 
Luc. She makes it strange; but she would be 
best pleas’d 

To be so anger'd with another letter. [Evif. 
Jul. Nay, would I were so anger’d with the 
same! tot 

O hateful hands, to tear such loving wordsl 
Injurious wasps, io feed on such sweet honey 
And kill the bees that yield it with your stings! 
I’ll kiss each several paper for amends. 105 
Look, here is writ ‘kmd Julia:’ unkind Julia! 
As in revenge of thy ingratitude, 

I throw thy name against the bruising stones. 
Trampling contemptuously on thy disdain. 109 
And here is writ ‘love-wounded Proteus:* 
Poor wounded name! my bosom, as a bed 
Shall lodge thee till thy wound bo throughly 
heal'd; 11a 

And thus I search it with a sovereign kiss. 

But twice or thrice was ‘ Proteus' written down; 
Be calm, good wind, blow not a word away 
Till I have found each letter in the letter, «i6 
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And throw it thence into the raging seal 
Lo! here in one line is his name twice writ, iso 
‘Poor forlorn Proteus, passionate Proteus, 

To the sweet Julia':—that I’ll tear away; 

And yet X will not, sith so prettily 
He couples it to his complaining names: 124 
Thus will I fold them one upon another: 

Now kiss, embrace, contend, do what you will. 

Re-enter LUCETTA. 

Luc. Madam, 

Dinner is ready, and your father stays. 128 
Jut. Weil, let us go. 

Luc. What! shall these papers lie like tell¬ 
tales here? 

Jut. If you respect them, best to take them up. 
Luc. Nay, I was taken up for laying them 
down: 132 

Yet here they shall not lie. for catching cold. 
Jut. I see you have a month’s ntind to them. 
Luc. Ay, madam, you may say what sights 
you see; 

I see things too, although you judge I wink. 136 
Jut. Come, come; will’t please you go? 

lExcuru 


Ant. I like thy counsel; well hast thou 
advis’d: 

And that thou mayst perceive how well I like it 
The execution of it shall make known. 36 
Even with the speediest expedition 
I will dispatch him to the emperor’s court. 
Pant. To-morrow, may it please you, Don 
Alphonso 

With other gentlemen of good esteem, 40 
Are journeying to salute the emperor 
And to commend their service to his will. 

Ant. Good company ;with them shall Proteus 
go: 43 

And in good time:—now will we break with him. 

Enter prgteus. 

P10. Sweet love! sweet lines! sweet life! 
Here is her hand, the agent of her heart; 
Here is her oath for love, her Honour's pawn. 
O! that our fathers would applaud our loves, 4S 
To seal our happiness with their consents! 

O heavenly Julia! 

Ant. How now! what letter are you reading 

there? 

Pro. May't please your lordship, 'tis a word 


Scene III. — The Same. A Room in antonjo’s 
House. 

Enter ANTONIO and panthino. 

A"t. Teii me, Panthino, what sad talk was 
that 

Wherewith my brother held you in the cloister ? 
Pant. 'Twas of his nephew Proteus, your son. 
Ant. Why, what of him ? 

Pant. l£e wonder’d that your lordship 4 
Would suffer him to spend his youth at home. 
While ether men, of slender reputation. 

Put forth their sons to seek preferment out: 
Some to the wars, to try their fortune there; 8 
Some to discover islands far away; 

Some to the studious universities. 

For any or tor all these exercises 
He said that Proteus your sou was meet, 12 
And did request me to importune you 
To let him spend his time no more at home. 
Which would be great impeachment to his age, 
In having known no travel in his youth. r fi 

Ant. Nor need’st thou much importune me 
to that 

Whereon this month I have been hammering. 
I have consider’d we'l his loss of time, 

And bow he cannot be a perfect man, 20 
Not being tried and tutor’d in the world: 
Experience is by industry achiev’d 
And perfected by the swift course of time. 
Then tell me, whither were I best to send him? 

Pant. I think your lordship is not ignorant 
How his companion, youthful Valentine, 36 
Attends the emperor in his royal court. 

Ant. I know it well. 28 

Pant. ’Twere good, I think, your lordship 
sent him thither: 

There shall he practise tilts and tournaments. 
Hear sweet discourse, converse with noblemen. 
And be in eye of every exercise 33 

Worthy his youth and nobleness of birth. 
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Of commendations sent from Valentine, 
Deliver'd by a friend that came from him. 
Am. Lend me the letter; let me see what 
news. 

Pro. There is no news, my lord; but that he 
writes 56 

How happily he lives, how well bclov’d 
And daily graced by the emperor: 

Wishing me with him, partner of his fortune. 
Ant. And how stand you affected to h,s v ish ? 
Pro. As one relying on your lordship’s will ci 
And.not depending on his friendly wish. 

Ant. My willis something sorted with his wish. 
Muse not that I thus suddenly proceed ; C4 

For what I will, i will, and there an cncl. 

I am resolv’d that thou shalt spend some time 
With Valentinus in the emperor's cou:i: 

What maintenance He from his friends receives. 
Like exhibition thou shait have from me. 64 
To-morrow be in readiness to go: 

Excuse it not, for I am peremptory. 

Pro. My lord, 1 cannot be so soon provided : 
Please you, deliberate a day or two. 73 

Ant. Look, what thou want’st shall be sent 
after thee: 

No more of stay: to-morrow thou must go. 
Come on, Panthino: you shall be employ’d 7 6 
To hasten ou his expedition. 

I Exeunt antonio and PANTHINO. 
Pro. Thus have 1 shunn’d the fire for fear of 
burning. 

And drench’d me in the sea, where! am drown’d. 
1 fear’d to show my father Julia’s letter, 80 
Lest he should take exceptions to my love; 
And with the vantage of mine own excuse 
Hath he excepted most against mv love. 

O! how this spring of love resembleth 84 
The uncertain glorv of an April day. 

Which now shows ail the beauty of the sun, 
And by and by a cloud takes ail away! 
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Re-enter PANTHINO. 

Pant. Sir Proteus, your father calls for you: 
He is in haste; therefore, I pray you, go. 89 
Pro. Why, this it is: my heart accords thereto, 
And yet a thousand times it answers, ‘ no.’ 

[Exeunt. 

ACT n 

Scene I.— Milan. A Room in the duke’s 
Palace. 

Enter valentine and speed. 

Speed. Sir, your glove. [Offering a glove. 
Val. Not mine; my gloves are on. 

Speed. Why, then this may be yours, for this 
is but one. 

Val. Ha! let me see: ay, give it me, it’s mine; 
Sweet ornament that decks a thing divine! 4 
Ah Silvia! Silvia! 

Speed. [Calling.) Madam Silvia! Madam 
Silvia! 

Val. How now, sirrah? 

Speed. She is not within hearing, sir. 

Val. Why, sir, who bade you call her? 

Speed. Y our worship, sir; or else I mistook. 
Val. Well, you’ll still be too forward. 12 
Speed. And yet 1 was last chidden for being 
too slow. 

Val. Go to, sir. Tell me, do you know 
Madam Silvia? 16 

Speed. She that your worship loves? 

Val. Why, how know you that I am in love? 
Speed. Marry, by these special marks: first, 
you have learned, like Sir Proteus, to wreathe 
your arms, like a malecontent; to relish a love- 
song, like a robin-redbreast; to walk alone, like 
one that had the pestilence; to sigh, like a 
schoolboy that had lost his A B C; to weep, like 
a young wench that had buried her grandam; 
to fast, like one that takes diet: to watch, like 
one that fears robbing; to speak puling, like a 
beggar at Hallowmas. You were wont, when 
you laughed, to crow like a cock; when you 
walked, to walk like one of the lions; when you 
fasted, it was presently after dinner; when you 
looked sadly, it was for want of money: and now 
you are metamorphosed with a mistress, that, 
when I look on you, I can hardly think you my 
master. 

Val. Are all these things perceived in me? 36 
Speed. They are all perceived without ye. 

Val. Without me? they cannot. 

Speed. Without you? nay, that’s certain; 
for, withoutyou weresoshnple,noneelse would: 
but you are so without these follies, that these 
follies are within you and shine through you 
like the water in an urinal, that not an eye that 
sees you but is a physician to comment on your 
malady. 45 

Val. But tell me, dost thou know my lady 
Silvia? 

Speed. Site that you gaze on so as she sits at 
supper? 49 

Val. Hast thou observed that? even she, I 
mean. 
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Speed. Why, sir, I know her not. 52 

Val. Dost thou know her by my gazing on 
her, and yet knowest her not? 

Speed. Is she not hard-favoured, sir? 

Val. Not so fair, boy, as well-favoured. s< 
Speed. Sir, I know that well enough. 

Val. What dost thou know ? 

Speed. That she is not so fair, as, of you, well- 
favoured. to 

Val. I mean that her beauty is exquisite, 
but her favour infinite. 

Speed. That's because the one is painted 
and the other out of all count. 64 

Val. How painted? and how out of count? 
Speed. Marry, sir, so painted to make her 
fair, that no man counts of her beauty. 

Val. How esteemest thou me? 1 account of 
her beauty. 69 

Speed. You never saw her since she was 

deformed. 

Val. How lor® hath she been deformed? 72 
Speed. Ever since you loved her. 

Val. I have loved her ever since I saw her, 
and still I see her beautiful. 

Speed. If you love her you cannot see her. 78 
Val. Why? 

Speed. Because Love is blind. O! that you 
had mine eyes; or your own eyes had the lights 
they were wont to have when you chid at Sir 
Proteus for going ungartered! 81 

Val. What should I see then ? 

Speed. Your own present folly and her pass¬ 
ing deformity: for he, being in love, could not 
see to garter his hose; and you, being in love, 
cannot see to put on your hose. 86 

Val. Belike, hoy, then, you are in love; for 
last morning you could not see to wipe my 
shoes. 

Speed. True, sir; 1 was in love with my 
bed. I thank you, you swinged me for my love, 
which makes me the bolder to chide you for 
yours. 93 

Val. In conclusion, I stand affected to her. 
Speed. I would you were set, so your affec¬ 
tion would cease. 96 

Val. Last night she enjoined me to write 
some lines to one she loves. 

Speed. And have you? 

Val. I have. 100 

Speed. Are they not lamely writ? 

Val. No, boy, but a9 well as I can do them. 
Peace! here she comes. 

Enter SILVIA. 

Speed. [Aside.] O excellent motion! O ex¬ 
ceeding puppet! now will he interpret to her. 

Val. Madam and mistress, a thousand good 
morrows. 107 

Speed. [Aside.] O! give ye good even: here’s 
a million of manners. 

Sil. Sir Valentine and servant, to you two 
thousand. 

Speed. [Aside.] He should give her interest, 
and she gives it him. 

Val. As you enjoin’d me, I have writ your 
letter 
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Unto the secret nameless friend of yours; 
Which I was much unwilling to proceed in 116 
Butformy duty to your ladyship. [Gives a letter. 

Sil. I thank you, gentle servant. Tis very 
clerkly done. 

Vat. Now, trust me, madam, it came hardly 
off; 120 

For, being Ignorant to whom it goes 
I writ at random, very doubtfully. 

Sil. Perchance you think too much of so 
much pains? 

Val. No, madam; so it stead you, I will write. 
Please you command, a thousand times as much. 
And yet— 126 

Sil. A pretty period! Well, I guess the sequel; 
And yet I wifi not name it; and yet I care not; 
And yet take this again; and yet I thank you, 
Meaning henceforth to troubleyouno more. 130 
Speed. [Aside.] And yet you will; and yet 
another yet. 

Val. What means your ladyship? do you not 
like it? 132 

Sil. Yes, yes: the lines are very quaintly writ, 
But since unwillingly, take them again: 

Nay, take them. [Gives back the letter. 

Val. Madam, they are for you. 

Sil. Ay, ay; you writ them, sir, at my request. 
But I wifi none of them; they are for you. 137 
I would have had them writ more movingly. 
Val. Please you, I’ll write your ladyship 
another. 

Sil. And when it's writ, for my sake read it 
over: 140 

And if it please you, so; if not, why, so. 

Val. If it please me, madam, what then? 
Sil. Why, if it please you, take it for your 
labour: 143 

And so, good morrow, servant. [Exit. 

Speed. O jest unseen, inscrutable, invisible, 
As a nose on a man's face, or a weathercock on 
a steeple! 

My master sues to her, and she bath taught her 
.suitor. 

He being her pupil, to become her tutor. 148 
O excellent device! was there ever heard a better, 
That my master, being scribe, to himself should 
write the letter? 

Val. How now, sirt what are you reasoning 
with yourself? 

Speed. Nay, I was riming: 'tis you that have 
the reason. 152 

Val. To do what? 

Speed. To be a spokesman from Madam 
Silvia. 

Val. To whom? 

Speed. To yourself. Why, she wooes you by 
a figure. 130 

To/. What figure? 

Speed. By a letter, I should say. 

1 al. Why, she hath not writ to me? 

Speed. What need she, when she hath made 
you write to yourself? Why, do you not perceive 
the jest? 162 

Val. No, believe me. 

Speed. No believing you, indeed, sir. But did 
you perceive her earnest? 
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Val. She gave me none, except an angry word. 
Speed. Why, she hath given you a letter. 
Val. That's the letter I writ to her friend. 1S8 
Speed. Andthatletterhathshedelivered,and 
there an end. 

Val. I would it were no worse. 

Speed. I’ll warrant you, 'tis as well: 172 

'For often have you writ to her, and she, in 
modesty, 

Or else for want of idle time, could not again 
reply; 

Or fearing else some messenger that might her 
mind discover. 

Herself hath taught her love himself to write 
unto her lover.’ 176 

All this I speak in print, for in print I found it. 
Why muse you, sir? ’tis dinner-time. 

Val. I have dined. »79 

Speed. Ay, but hearken, sir: though the 

chameleon Love can feed on the air, I am one 
that am nourished by my victuals and would 
fain have meat. O! be not like your mistress; 
be moved, be moved. [Exeunt. 


Scene II. — Verona. A Room in Julia’s House. 
Enter PROTEUS and JULIA. 

Pro. Have patience, gentle Julia. 

Jul. 1 must, where is no remedy. 

Pro. When possibly I can, I will return. 

Jul. If you turn not, you will return the 
sooner. 4 

Keep this remembrance for thy Julia’s sake. 

[Giver him a ring. 
Pro. Why, then, we’ll make exchange: here, 
take you this. [Gives her another. 

Jul. And seal the bargain with a holy kiss. 
Pro. Here is my hand for my true constancy; 
And when that hour o’erslips me in the day 9 
Wherein I sigh not, Julia, for thy sake. 

The next ensuing hour some foul mischance 
Torment me for my love’s forgetfulness 1 12 

My father stays my cbming; answer not. 

The tide is now: nay, not thy tide of tears: 
That tide will stay me longer than 1 should. 
Julia farewell. U?.vft julia. 

What! gone without a word? 16 
Ay, so true love should do: it cannot speak; 
For truth hath belter deeds than words to 
grace it. 

Enter PANTHINO. 

Pant. Sir Proteus, you are stay’d for. 

Pro. Go; I come, I come. 

Alas! this parting strikes poor lovets dumb. 20 

[Exeunt. 


Scene HI. —The Same. A Street. 

Enter launce, leading a dog. 

Lamice. Nay,'twill bethishourereihavedone 
weeping: all the kind of the Launces have this 
very fault. Ihavereceivedmy proportion,likethe 
prodigious son, and am going with Sir Proteus 
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to the Imperial’s court. I think Crab my dog be 
the sourest-natured dog that lives: my mother 
weeping, my father wailing, my sister crying, our 
maid howling, our cat wringing her hands, and 
all our house in a great perplexity, yet did not 
this cruel-hearted cur shed one tear. He is a 
stone, a very pebble stone, and has no more pity 
in him than a dog; a Jew would have wept to 
have seen our parting: why, my grandam, hav¬ 
ing no eyes, look you, wept herself blind at my 
parting. Nay, I’ll show you the manner of it. 
This shoe is my father; no, this left shoe is my 
father: no, no, this left shoe is my mother; 
nay, that cannot be so neither:—yes, it is so: it 
is so; it hath the worser sole. This shoe, with 
the hole in, is my mother, and this my father. A 
vengeance on’t! there ’tis: now, sir, this staff is 
my sister; for, look yon, she is as white as a lily 
and as small as a wand: this hat is Nan, our 
maid: I am the dog; no, the dog is himself, and 
I am the dog,—O! the dog is me, and I am my¬ 
self: ay, so, so. Now come I to my father; ‘Fa¬ 
ther, your blessing;’ now should not the shoe 
speak a word for weeping: now should I kiss my 
father; well, he weeps on. Now come I to my 
mother;—O, that she could speak now like a 
wood woman! Well, I kiss her; why, there’tis; 
here’s my mother’s breath up and down. Now 
come I to my sister; mark the moan she makes: 
Now the dog all this while sheds not a tear nor 
speaks a word; but see bow I lay the dust with 
my tears. 36 


Enter PANTMNO. 

Pant. Launce, away, away, aboard 1 thy mas¬ 
ter is shipped, and thou art to post after with 
oara. What’s the matter? why weepest thou, 
man? A way, ass! you’ll lose the tide if you tarry 
any longer. 41 

Launce. It is no matter if the tied were lost; 
for it is the unkindest tied that ever any man tied. 
Pant. What’s the unkindest tide? 44 
Launce. Why, he that’s tied here. Crab, my 
dog. 

Pant. Tut, man, I mean thou’lt lose the 
Hood; and, in losing the flood, lose thy voyage, 
and, in losing thy voyage, lose thy master; and, 
in losing thy master, lose thy service; and, in 
losing thy service,—Why dost thou stop my 
mouth? ;s 

Launce. For fear thou shouldst lose thy 
tongue. 

Pant. Where should I lose my tongue? 
Launce. In thy tale. 56 

Pant. In thy tall! 

Launce. Lose the tide, and the voyage, and 
the master, and the service, and the tied! Why, 
man, if the river were dry, I am able to fill it 
with my tears; if the wind were down, I could 
drive the boat with my sighs. 

Pant. Come, come away, man; I was sent to 
call thee. 64 

Launce. Sir, call me what thou dares t. 

Pant. Wilt thou go? 


Scene TV.—Milan. A Room in the duke’s 
Palace. 

Enter VALENTINE, SILVIA, THURIO, and SPEED. 
Sil. Servant! 

VaL Mistress? 

Speed. Master, Sir Thurio frowns on you. 
Val. Ay, boy, it’s for love. 4 

Speed. Not of you. 

Val. Of my mistress, then. 

Speed. Twere good you knock’d him. 

Sit. Servant, you are sad. 8 

Val. Indeed, madam, I seem so. 

Thu. Seem you that you are not? 

Val. Haply I do. 

Thu. So do counterfeits. is 

Val. So do you. 

Thu. What seem I that I am not? 

Val. Wise. 

Thu. What instance of the contrary? 16 
Val. Your folly. 

Thu. And how quote you my folly? 

Val. I quote it in your jerkin. 

Thu. My jerkin is a doublet. 20 

Val. Well, then. I’ll double your folly. 

Thu. How? 

Sil. What, angry. Sir Thurio I do you change 
colour? 24 

Val. Give him leave, madam; he is a kind of 
chameleon. 

Thu. That hath more mind to feed on your 
blood than live In your air. as 

Val. You have said, sir. 

Thu. Ay, sir, and done too, for this time. 
Val. I know it well, sir: you always end ere 
you begin. 32 

Sil. A fine volley of words, gentlemen, and 
quickly shot off. 

Val. ’Tis indeed, madam; we thank the 
giver. 36 

Sil. Who Is that, servant? 

Val. Yourself, sweet lady; for you gave the 
fire. Sir Thurio borrows his wit from your lady¬ 
ship’s looks, and spends what he borrows kindly 
in your company. 41 

Thu. Sir, if you spend word for word with me, 
I shall make your wit bankrupt. 

Val. I know it well, sir: you have an ex¬ 
chequer of words, and,I think.no other treasure 
to give your followers; for it appears by their 
bare liveries that they lire by your bare words. 

Sil. No more, gentlemen, no more. Here 
comes my father. 

Enter duke. 

Duke. Now, daughter Silvia, you am hard 
beset. 

Sir Valentine, your father’s in good health: 
What say you to a letter from your friends 32 
Of much good newt? 

Val. My lord, I will be thankful 

To any happy messenger from thence. 

Duke. Know ye Don Antonio, your country¬ 
man? 

Val. Ay, my good lord; I know the gentle- 
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To be of worth and worthy estimation. 

And not without desert so well reputed. 

Duke. Hath he not a son? 

Val. Ay, my good lord; a son that wen 
deserves eo 

The honour and regard of such a father. 
Duke, You know him well? 

Val. I know him as myself; for from our 
infancy 

We have convers’d and spent our hours to¬ 
gether: 64 

And though myself have been an idle truant. 
Omitting the sweet benefit of time 
To clothe mine age with angel-like perfection, 
Yet hath Sir Proteus,—for that’s his name,— 68 
Made use and fair advantage of his days: 

His years but young, but his experience old; 
His head unmellow'd, but his judgment ripe; 
And, in a word,—for far behind his worth 71 
Come all the praises that I now bestow,— 

He is complete in feature and in mind 
With all good grace to grace a gentleman. 
Duke. Beshrew me, sir, but if he make this 
good, 76 

He is as worthy for an empress’ love 
As meet to be an emperors counsellor. 

Well, sir, this gentleman is come to me 
With commendation from great potentates; 80 
And here he means to spend his time awhile: 
I think, ’tis no unwelcome news to you. 

Val. Should I have wish’d a thing, it had 
been he. 

Duke. Welcome him then according to his 
worth. 84 

Silvia, I speak to you; and you, Sir Thurio:— 
For Valentine, I need not cite him to it. 

I’ll send him hither to you presently. [£>ir. 

Val. This is the gentleman I told your lady¬ 
ship 88 

Had come along with me, but that his mistress 
Did hold his eyes lock’d in her crystal looks. 
Sil. Belike that now she hath enfranchis’d 
them 

Upon some other pawn for fealty. 92 

Val. Nay, sure, I think she holds them 

prisoners still. 

Sil. Nay, then he should be blind; and, being 
blind. 

How could he see his way to seek out you? 
Val. Why, lady, Love hath twenty pairs of 
eyes. 

Thu. They say that Love hath not an eye 
at all. 97 

Val. To see such lovers, Thurio, as your¬ 
self: 

Upon a homely object Love can wink. 

Sil. Have done, have done. Here comes the 
gentleman. 100 

Enter PROTEUS. 

Val. Welcome, dear Proteusl Mistress, I be¬ 
seech you. 

Confirm his welcome with some special favour. 
Sil. His worth is warrant for his welcome 
hither, 103 

It this be he you oft have wish'd to hear from. 
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Val. Mistress, it is: sweet lady, entertain him 
To be my fellow-servant to your ladyship. 

Sil. Too low a mistress for so high a servant. 
Pro. Not so, sweet lady; but too mean a 
servant 108 

To have a look of such a worthy mistress. 

Val. Leave off discourse of disability: 

Sweet lady, entertain him for your servant. 
Pro. My duty will I boast of, nothing else. 11a 
Sil. And duty never yet did want his meed. 
Servant, you are welcome to a worthless mis¬ 
tress. 

Pro. I’ll die on him that says so but yourself. 
Sil. That you are welcome? 

Pro. That you are worthless. 1x6 

Enter a Servant. 

Ser. Madam, my lord your father would 
speak with you. 

Sil. I wait upon his pleasure. [Exit Servant.] 
Come, Sir Thurio, 

Go with me. Once more, new servant, welcome: 
I’ll leave you to confer of bome-affairs; 120 
When you have done, we look to hear from you. 
Pro. We’ll both attend upon your ladyship. 

[Exeunt Silvia, thurio, and speed. 
Val. Now, tell me, how do all from whence 
you came? 

Pro. Your friends are well and have them 
much commended. 124 

Val. And how do yours? 

Pro. I left them all in health, 

Val. How does your lady and how thrives 
your love? 

Pro. My tales of love were wont to weary you; 
I know you joy not in a love-discourse. 128 
Val. Ay, Proteus, but that life is alter’d now: 
I have done penance for contemning love; 
Whose high imperious thoughts have punish’d 
me 

With bitter fasts, with penitential groans, 132 
With nightly tears and daily heart-sore sighs; 
For, in revenge of my contempt of love, 

Love hath chas’d sleep from my enthralled eyes. 
And made them watchers of mine own heart’s 
sorrow. 136 

O, gentle Proteusl Love’s a mighty lord, 

And hath so humbled me as I confess. 

There is no woe to liis correction. 

Nor to his service no such joy on earth. 140 
Now no discourse, except it be of love: 

Now can I break my fast, dine, sup and sleep, 
Upon the very naked name of love. 

Pro. Enough; I read your fortune in your eye. 
Was this the idol that you worship so? us 
Val. Even she; and is she not a heavenly 
saint ? 

Pro. No; but she is an earthly paragon. 

Val. Call her divine. 

Pro. I will not flatter her. 148 

Val. Ol flatter me, for love delights in 
praises. 

Pro. When I was sick you gave me bitter pills. 
And I must minister the like to you. 

Val. Then speak the truth by her; if not 
divine, 152 
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Yet let her be a principality, 

Sovereign to all the creatures on the earth. 
Pro. Except my mistress. 

Val. Sweet, except not any. 

Except thou wilt except against my love. 156 
Pro. Have I not reason to prefer mine own ? 
Val. And 1 will help thee to prefer her too: 
She shall be dignified with this high honour,— 
To bear my lady’s train, lest the base earth 1S0 
Should from her vesture chance to steal a kiss, 
And, of so great a favour growing proud, 
Disdain to root the summer-swelling flower. 
And make rough winter everlastingly. 164 
Pro. Why, Valentine, what braggardism is 
this? 

Val. Pardon me, Proteus: all I can is nothing 
To her whose worth makes other worthies 
nothing. 

She is alone. 

Pro. Then, let her alone. 168 

Val. Not for the world: why, man, she is 
mine own, 

And X as rich in having such a jewel 
As twenty seas, if all their sand were pearl. 
The water nectar, and the rocks pure gold. 172 
Forgive me that I do not dream on thee, 
Because thou see'st me dote upon my love. 
My foolish rival, that her father likes 
Only for his possessions are so huge, 176 
Is gone with her along, and I must after, 

For love, thou know’st, is full of jealousy. 

Pro. But she loves you? 

Val. Ay, and we are betroth’d: nay, more, 
our marriage-hour, 180 

With all the cunning manner of our flight. 
Determin’d of: how I must climb her window, 
The ladder made of cords, and all the means 
Plotted and ’greed on for my happiness. 184 
Good Proteus, go with me to my chamber, 

In these affairs to aid me with thy counsel. 

Pro. Go on before; I shall inquire you forth: 
I must unto the road, to disembark 188 

Some necessaries that I needs must use. 

And then I’ll presently attend you. 

Val. Will you make haste? 

Pro. I will. [ Exit VALENTINE. 

Even as one heat another heat expels, 193 
Or as one nail by strength drives out another. 
So the remembrance of my former love 
Is by a newer object quite forgotten. 196 
Is it mine eye, or Valentinus’ praise, 

Her true perfection, or my false transgression, 
Inat makes me reasonless to reason thus ? 

She s fair: and so is Julia that I love,— 200 
That I did love, for now my love is thaw’d, 
Which, like a waxen image ’gainst a fire, 

Bears no impression of the thingit was. 
Methinks my zeal to Valentine is cold, 204 
And that I love him not as I was wont: 

O! but I love his lady too-too much; 

And that’s the reason I love him so little. 
How shall I dote on her with more advice, 208 
That thus without advice begin to lovo her? 
Tis but her picture I have yet beheld. 

And that hath dazzled my reason’s light; 

But when I look os her perfections, 212 
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There is no reason but I shall be blind. 

If 1 can check my erring love, I will; 

If not, to compass her I ll use my skill. [Exit. 

SCENE V .—The Same. A Street. 

Enter speed and launce. 

Speed. Launce 1 by mine honesty, welcome to 
Milan! 

Launce. Forswear not thyself, sweet youth, 
for I am not welcome. I reckon this always 
that a man is never undone till he be hanged; 
nor never welcome to a place till some certain 
shot be paid and the hostess say, ‘ Welcome! ’ 7 
Speed. Come on, you madcap, I’ll to the 
alehouse with you presently; where, for one 
shot of five pence, thou shalt have five thousand 
welcomes. But, sirrah, how did thy master part 
with Madam Julia? 12 

Launce. Marry, after they closed in earnest, 
they parted very fairly in jest. 

Speed. But shall she marry him? 

Launce. No. 16 

Speed. How then? Shall he marry her? 
Launce. No, neither. 

Speed. What, are they broken? 

Launce. No, they are both as whole as a fish. 
Speed. Why then, how stands the matter 
with them? 

Launce. Marry, thus; when it stands well 
with him, it stands well with her. 24 

Speed. What an ass art thou! I understand 
thee not. 

Launce. What a block art thou, that thou 
canst not! My staff understands me. 28 
Speed. What thou sayest ? 

Launce. Ay, and what I do too: look thee, 
I’ll but lean, and my staff understands me. 
Speed. It stands under thee, indeed. 32 
Launce. Why, stand-under and under-stand 
is all one. 

Speed. But tell me true, will’t be a match? 
Launce. Ask my dog: if he say ay, it will; 
if he say no, it will; if he shake his tail and say 
nothing, it will. 

Speed. The conclusion is, then, that it will. 
Launce. Thou shalt never get such a secret 
from me but by a parable. 41 

Speed. ’Tis well that I get it so. But, Launce, 
how sayest thou, that my master is become a 
notable lover? 44 

Launce. I never knew him otherwise. 

Speed. Than how? 

Launce. A notable lubber, as thou reportest 
him to be. 48 

Speed. Why, thou whoreson ass, thou mis- 
takest me. 

Launce. Why, fool, I meant not thee; I meant 
thy master. 52 

Speed. 1 tell thee, my master is become a hot 
lover. 

Launce. Why, I tell thee, I care not though 
he bum himself in love. If thou wilt go with 
me to the alehouse so; if not, thou art a 
Hebrew, a Jew, and not worth the name of a 
Christian. 
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Speed. Why? (So 

Launce. Because thou hast not so much 
charity in thee as to go to the ale with a 
Christian. Wilt thou go? 

Speed. At thy service. ( Exeunt. 


SCENE VI.— The Same. A Room in the DUKE’S 
Palace. 

Enter PROTEUS. 

Pro. To leave my Julia, shall I be forsworn; 
To love fair Silvia, shall 1 be forsworn; 

To wrong my friend, 1 shall be much forsworn; 
And even that power which gave me first my 
oath 4 

Provokes me to this threefold perjury: 

Love bade me swear, and Love bids me for¬ 
swear. 

O sweet-suggesting Love! if thou hast sinn’d, 
Teach me, thy tempted subject, to excuse it. 8 
At first I did adore a twinkling star. 

But now I worship a celestial sun. 

Unheedful vows may heedfully be broken; 
And he wants wit that wants resolved will 12 
To learn his wit to exchange the bad far better. 
Fie, fie, unreverend tongue! to call her bad, 
Whose sovereignty so oft thou hast preferr’d 
With twenty thousand soul-confirming oaths. 

I cannot leave to love, and yet I do; 17 
But there I leave to love where I should love. 
Julia I lose and Valentine I lose: 

If I keep them, I needs must lose myself; 20 
If I lose them, thus find I by their loss. 

For Valentine, myself; for Julia, Silvia. 

I to myself am dearer than a friend. 

For love is still most precious in itself; 24 
And Silvia—witness heaven that made her 
fair!— 

Shows Julia but a swarthy Ethiope. 

I will forget that Julia is alive, 

Remembering that my love to her is dead; 28 
And Valentine I’ll hold an enemy, 

Aiming at Silvia as a sweeter friend. 

I cannot now prove constant to myself 
Without some treachery us’d to Valentine: 32 
This night he meaneth with a corded ladder 
To climb celestial Silvia’s chamber-window, 
Myself in counsel, his competitor. 

Now presently, I’ll give her father notice 36 
Of their disguising and pretended flight; 

Who, all enrag’d, will banish Valentine; 

For Thurio, he intends, shall wed his daughter; 
But, Valentine being gone, I’ll quickly cross, 40 
By some sly trick blunt Thurio’s dull pro¬ 
ceeding. 

Love, lend me wings to make my purpose swift, 
As thou hast lent me wit to plot this drift! 

I Exit. 


Scene vn. — Verona. A Room In Julia’s 
House. 

Enter JUlia and lucetta. 

Jut. Counsel, Lucetta; gentle girl, assist me: 
And e’en in kind love I do conjure thee. 

Who art the table wherein all my thoughts 


Are visibly character’d and engrav’d, 4 
To lesson me and tell me some good mean 
How, with my honour, I may undertake 
A journey to my loving Proteus. 

Luc. Alas! the way is wearisome and long. 8 
Jul. A true-devoted pilgrim is not weary 
To measure kingdoms with his feeble steps; 
Much less shall she that hath Love’s wings to fly. 
And when the flight is made to one so dear, 12 
Of such divine perfection, as Sir Proteus. 

Luc. Better forbear till Proteus make return. 
Jul. O! know’st thou not his looks arc my 
soul's food? 

Pity the dearth that I have pined in, 16 
By longing for that food so long a time. 
Didst thou but know the inly touch of love, 
Thou wouldst as soon go kindle fire with snow 
As seek to quench the fire oflove with words. 20 
Luc. I do not seek to quench your love’s hot 
fire, 

But qualify the fire’s extreme rage. 

Lest it should burn above the bounds of reason. 
Jul. The more thou damm’st it up, the more 
it bums. 24 

The current that with gentle murmur glides, 
Thoo know’st, being stopp’d, impatiently doth 
rage; 

But when his fair course is not hindered. 

He makes sweet music with th’ enamell’d stones, 
Giving a gentle kiss to every sedge 29 

He overtaketh in his pilgrimage; 

And so by many winding nooks he strays 
With willing sport, to the wild ocean. 32 
Then let me go and hinder not my course: 

Hi be as patient as a gentle stream 
And make a pastime of each weary step. 

Till the last step have brought me to my love; 36 
And there I’ll rest, as after much turmoil 
A blessed soul doth in Elysium. 

Luc. But in what habit will you go along? 
Jul. Not like a woman; for X would prevent 
The loose encounters of lascivious men. 41 
Gentle Lucetta, fit me with such weeds 
As may beseem some well-reputed page. 

Luc. Why, then, your ladyship must cut your 
hair. 44 

Jul. No, girl; I’ll knit it up in silken strings 
With twenty odd-conceited true-love knots: 
To be fantastic may become a youth 
Of greater time than I shall show' to be. 48 
Luc. What fashion, madam, shall I make 
your breeches? 

Jut. Thatfitsaswellas‘Telline,goodmylord. 
What compass will you wear your farthingale ? ’ 
Why, even what fashion thou best lik’st, Lu¬ 
cetta. 52 

Luc. You must needs have them with a 
cod-piece, madam. 

Jul. Out, out, Lucetta! that will be ill- 
favour’d. 

Luc. A round hose, madam, now’snot worth 
a pin. 

Unless you have a cod-piece to stick pins on. 36 
Jul. Lucetta, as thou lov’st me, let me have 
What thou think'st meet and is most mannerly. 
But tell me, wench, how will the world repute me 



TO] 


Foe undertaking so unstaid a Journey? 

I fear me, it will make me scandaliz’d. 

Luc. If you think so, then stay at home and 
go not. 

Jul. Nay, that I will not 

Luc. Then never dream on in&my, but go. M 
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<o Duke. Proteus, t thank thee for thine honest 


Jul. That is the least, Lucetta, of my fear: 68 
A thousand oaths, an ocean of his tears. 

And instances of infinite of love 
Warrant me welcome to my Proteus. 7t 
Luc. All these are servants to deceitful men. 
Jul. Basemen, that use them to so base effect; 
But truer stars did govern Proteus’ birth: 

His words are bonds, his oaths are oracles. 
His love sincere, his thoughts immaculate, 76 
His tears pure messengers sent from his heart. 
Hi s hear t as far from fraud as heaven from earth. 
Luc. Pray heaven he prove so when you 
come to him! 

Jul. Now, as thou lov’st me, do him not that 
wrong 80 

To bear a hard opinion of his truth: 

Only deserve my love by loving him. 

And presently go with me to my chamber, 

To take a note of what I stand in need of 14 
To frindsh me upon my longing journey. 

AH that is mine I leave at thy dispose. 

My goods, my lands, my reputation; 

Only, in lieu thereof, dispatch me hence. U 
Come, answer not, but to it presently! 

I am impatient of my tarriance. [ Exeunt. 


ACT ra 

SCXNE L— Milan. An anteroom in the 
duke’s Palace. 

Enter duke, thurio, and peoteus. 
Duke. Sir Thurio, give us leave, I pray, 
awhile; 

We have some secrets to confer about 

[Exit THURIO. 

Now tell me, Proteus, what's your will with me ? 
Pro. My gracious lord, that which I would 
discover 4 

The law of friendship bids me to conceal; 


care. 

Which to requite, command me while I live. 
This love of theirs myself have often seen, as 
Haply, when they have judg’d me fast asleep, 
And oftentimes have purpos’d to forbid 
Sir Valentine her company and my court; 

But fearing lest my jealous aim might err as 
And so unworthily disgrace the man,— 

A rashness that I ever yet have shunn'd,— 
leave him gentle looks, thereby to find 
That which thyself hast now disetos’d to me. 3a 
And, that thou moyst perceive my fear of this. 
Knowing that tender youth is soon suggested, 
I nightly lodge her in an upper tower. 

The key whereof myself have ever kept; 36 
And thence she cannot be convey'd away. 
Pro. Know, noble lord, they have defus'd a 
mean 

How he her chamber-window will ascend 
And with a corded ladder fetch her down; 40 
For which the youthfli! lover now is gone 
And this way comes he with it presently;' ' 
Where, if it please you, you may intercept him. 
But, good my lord, do it so cunningly 44 
That my discovery be not aimed at: 

For love of you, not hate unto my friend. 
Hath made me publisher of this pretence. 
Duke. Upon mine honour, he shall never 
know 48 

That I had any light from thee of this. 

Pro. Adieu, my lord: Sir Valentine is com¬ 
ing. ’Exit. 

Enter valentine. 

Duke. Sir Valentine, whither away so fast ? 
Val. Please it your Grace, there is a mes¬ 
senger 32 

That stays to bear my letters to my Mends, 
And I am going to deliver them. 

Duke. Be they of much import? 

Val. The tenour of them doth but signify 36 
My health and happy being at your court. 
Duke. Nay then, no matter: stay with me 
awhile; 

I am to break with thee of some affairs 
That touch me near, wherein thou must be 
secret. 60 

Tis not unknown to thee that I have sought 


But when I call to mind your gracious favours To match my friend Sir Thurio to my daughter. 


Done to me^ undeserving as I am. 

My duty pricks me on to utter that S 

Which else no worldly good should draw from 
me. 

Know, worthy prince, Sir Valentine, my friend. 
This night intends to steal away your daughter: 
Myrntfam one made privy to the plot. is 
I new you have determin’d to bestow her 
On Thurio, whom your gentle daughter hates; 
And should she thus be stol’n away from you 
It would be much vexation to your age. 16 
Thus, for my duty’s sake, I rather chose 
To cross my friend in his intended drift. 


Val. I know it well, my lord; and sure, the 
match 

Were rich and honourable; besides, fee gentle¬ 
man 64 

Is full of virtue, bounty, worth, and qualities 
Beseeming such a wife as your fair daughter. 
Cannot your Grace win her to fancy him? 
Duke. No, trust me: the is peevish, sullen, 
froward, 68 

Proud, disobedient, stubborn, lacking duty; 
Neither regarding that she is my child, 

-Nor fearing me as if I were her father: 

And, may I say to thee, this pride of hers, 7s 


---—esri >n Ms intended drift. And, may I say to thee, this pride 

Thun, by concealing it, heap on your head Upon advice, hath drawn my love from tier; 
A pack ofaonows which would press you down, And, where I thought the remnant of mine 
Being un ps e ve ute d, to your timrires grave, as age 
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Should havs been cherish’d by ha child-like 
duty, 

I now am full resolv’d to take a wife 7 6 

And turn her out to who will take her in: 
Then let her beauty be her wedding-dower; 
For me and my possessions she esteems not. 
Val. What would your Grace have me to do 
in this? So 

Duke. There is a lady of Verona here. 
Whom I affect; but she is nice and coy 
And nought esteems my aged eloquence: 

Now therefore, would I have thee to my tutor, 
For long agone I have forgot to court; 8] 
Besides, the fashion of the time is chang'd. 
How and which way I may bestow myself 
To be regarded in her sun-bright eye. 88 
Val. Win her with gifts, if she respect not 
words: 

Dumb jewels often in their silent kind 
More than quick words do move a woman’s 
mind. 

Duke. But she did scorn a present that T 
sent her. 9a 

Val. A woman sometime scorns what best 
contents her. 

Send her another; never give her o’er. 

For scorn at first makes after-love die more. 

If she do frown, ‘tis not in hate of you, 98 

Bnt rather to beget more love in you; 

If she do chide, ’tis not to have you gone; 

For why the fools are mad if left alone. 

Take no repulse, whatever she doth say; zoo 
For, ‘ get you gone,’ she doth not mean. * away t * 
Flatter and praise, commend, extol their graces; 
Though ne er so black, say they have angels' 
faces. 

That man that hath a tongue, I say, is no 
man, 104 

If with his tongue he cannot win a woman. 
Duke. But she I mean is promis’d by her 
friends 

Unto a youthful gentleman of worth. 

And kept severely from resort of men, 108 

That no man hath access by day to her. 

Val. Why then, I would resort to her by 
night. 

Duke. Ay, but the doors be lock’d and keys 
kept safe. 

That no man hath recourse to her by night. 112 
Val. What lets but one may enter at her 
window? 

Duke. Her chamber is aloft, far from the 


And built so shelving that one cannot climb it 
Without apparent hazard of his life. 116 

Val. Why then, a ladder quaintly made of 
cords. 

To cast up, with a pair of anchoring hooks. 
Would serve to scale another Hero's tower. 
So bold Leander would adventure it tao 
Duke. Now, as thou art a gentleman ofblood, 
Advise me where I may have such a ladder. 
Val. When would you use it? pray, sir, tell 
me that 

Duke. This very night; for Love is like a 
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That longs for every thing that he can come by. 

Val. By seven o’clock I’ll get you such a 
ladder. 

Duke. But hark thee; I will go to her alone: 

How shall I best convey the ladder thither? 228 

Val. It will be light, my lord, that you may 
bear it 

Under a cloak that is of any length. 

Duke. A cloak as long as thine will serve the 
turn? 

Val. Ay, my good lord. 

*.. Duke - Then let me see thy cloak: 13a 

I ll get me one of such another length. 

Val. Why, any cloak will serve the turn, my 
lord. 

Duke. How shall I fashion me to wear a 
cloak? 

I pray thee, let me feel thy cloak upon me. 136 
[Pulls open valentine’s cloak. 

What letter is this same? What’s here?— To 
Silvia ! 


\ same? What’s here?- 


And here an engine fit for my proceeding! 

I’ll be so bold to break the seal for once. 

My thoughts do harbour with my Silvia nightly; 240 
And slaves they are to me that send them hying: 

O! could their master come and go as lightly, 

Himself would lodge where senseless they are lying! 
My herald thoughts in thy pure bosom rest them; 

while 1, their king, that thither them importune. 

Do curse the grace that with such grace hath bless'd them. 
Because myself do want my servants' fortune: 

1 curse myself, for they are sent by me, 148 

That they should harbour where then lord would be. 

What’s here? 

Silvia, this night I will enfranchise thee. 

*Tis so; and here’s the ladder for the purpose. 
Why, Phaethon,—for thou art Merops’ son,— 
Wilt thou aspire to guide the heavenly car 
And with thy daring folly bum the world? 
Wilt thou reach stars, because they shine on 
thee? 136 

Go, base intrader! overweening slave! 

Bestow thy fawning smiles on equal mates. 
And think my patience, more than thy desert. 
Is privilege for thy departure hence. 160 

Thank me for this more than for all the favours 
Which ail too much 1 have bestow’d on thee. 
But If thou linger in my territories 
Longer than swiftest expedition 164 

Will give thee time to leave our royal court, 
By heaven! my wrath shall far exceed the love 
I ever bore my daughter or thyself. 

Be gone! I will not hear thy vain excuse; 168 
But. as thou lov’st thy life, make speed from 
hence. [Exit. 

Val. And why not death rather than living 
torment? 

To die is to be banish’d from myself: 

And Silvia is nmeif: banish’d from her 17a 
Is self from self,—a deadly banishment! 

What light is light, if Silvia be not seen? 
What joy is joy, if Silvia be not by? 

Unleu it be to think that she is by 
And feed upon the shadow of perfect"'-' n 
Except I be by Silvia in the night. 


176 
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There Is no music in the nightingale; 

Unless I look on Silvia in the day, 180 

There is no day for me to look upon. 

She is my essence; and I leave to be. 

If I be not by her fair influence 
Foster'd, illumin'd, cherish’d, kept alive. 184 
I fly not death, to fly his deadly doom: 

Tarry I here, I but attend on death; 

But, fly I hence, I fly away from life. 

Enter PROTEUS and LAUNCE. 

Pro. Run, boy; run, run, and seek him out. 
Launce. Soho! sohot 189 

Pro. What seest thou? 

Launce. Him we go to find: there’s not a 
hair on’s head but ’tis a Valentine. 192 

Pro. Valentine? 

Val No. 

Pro. Who then? his spirit? 

Val. Neither. 196 

Pro. What then? 

Val. Nothing. 

Launce. Can nothing speak? Master, shall I 
strike? 200 

Pro. Who would’st thou strike? 

Launce. Nothing. 

Pro. Villain, forbear. 

Launce. 'Nay, sir, I'll strike nothing: I pray 
you,— 204 

Pro. Sirrah, I say, forbear.—Friend Valen¬ 
tine, a word. 

Val. My ears are stopp’d and cannot hear 
good news. 

So much of bad already hath possess’d them. 

Pro. Then in dumb silence will 1 bury mine. 
For they are harsh, untuneable and bad. 209 
Val. Is Silvia dead? 

Pro. No, Valentine. 

Val. No Valentine, indeed, for sacred Silvia! 
Hath she forsworn me ? 213 

Pro. No, Valentine. 

Val. No Valentine, if Silvia have forsworn 
me! 

What is your news? 216 

Launce . Sir, there is a proclamation that you 
are vanished. 

Pro. That thou art banished, O, that’s the 
news. 

From hence, from Silvia, and from me thy friend. 

Val. 0,1 have fed upon this woe already, 220 
And now excess of it will make me surfeit. 

Doth Silvia know that I am banished ? 

Pro. Ay, ay; and she hath offer’d to the 
doom— 223 

Which, unrevers’d, stands in effectual force— 

A sea of melting pearl, which some call tears: 
Those at her father’s churlish feet she tender’d; 
with them, upon her knees, her humble self; 
Wringing her hands, whose whiteness so be¬ 
came them 228 

As if but now they waxed pale for woe: 

But neither bended knees, pure hands held 

Sad sighs, deep groans, norsilver-shedding tears, 
Could penetrate her uncompassionate sire; 232 
But Valentine, if he be ta'en, must die. 
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Besides, her intercession chaf’d him to. 

When she for thy repeal was suppliant. 

That to close prison he commanded her, 336 
With many bitter threats of biding there. 

Val. No more; unless the next word that 
thou speak’st 

Have some malignant power upon my life: 

If so, I pray thee, breathe it in mine ear, 240 
As ending anthem of my endless dolour. 

Pro. Cease to lament for that thou canst not 
help, 

And study help for that which thou lament'st. 
Time is the nurse and breeder of all good. 244 
Here if tbou stay, thou canst not see thy love; 
Besides, thy staying will abridge thy life. 

Hope is a lover’s staff; walk hence with that 
And manage it against despairing thoughts. 248 
Thy letters may be here, though thou art hence; 
Which, being writ to me, shall be deliver’d 
Even in the milk-white bosom of thy love. 
The time now serves not to expostulate: 252 
Come, I’ll convey thee through the city-gate. 
And, ere I part with thee, confer at large 
Of all that may concern thy love-affairs. 

As thou lov’st Silvia, though not for thyself, 236 
Regard thy danger, and along with me! 

Val. I pray thee, Launce, and if thou seest 
my boy. 

Bid him make haste and meet me at the 
North-gate. 

Pro. Go, sirrah, find him out. Come, Valen¬ 
tine. 260 

Val. O my dear Silvia! hapless Valentine! 

[Exeunt VALENTINE and PROTEUS. 
Launce. I am but a fool, look you; and yet I 
have the wit to think my master is a kind of a 
knave: but that’sail one, if he be but one knave. 
He lives not now that knows me to be in love: 
yet I am in love; but a team of hone shall 
not pluck that from me, nor who ’tis I love: and 
yet tis a woman; but what woman. I will not 
tell myself; and yet ’tis a milkmaid; yet 'tis 
not a maid, for she hath had gossips; yet 'tis a 
maid, for she is her master’s maid, and serves 
for wages. She hath more qualities than a 
water-spaniel,—which is much in a bare 
Christian. [Pulling out a paper.] Here is the 
catelog of her condition. Imprimis, She 
can fetch and carry. Why, a horse can do no 
more: nay, a horse cannot fetch, but only carry; 
therefore, is she better than a Jade. Item, She 
can milk ; look you, a sweet virtue in a maid 
with clean hands. 280 

Enter speed. 

Speed. How now, Signior Launce! what news 
with your mastership? 

Launce. With my master’s ship? why, it is 
at sea. 284 

Speed. Well, your old vice still; mistake the 
word. What news, then, in your paper? 

Launce. The blackest news mat ever thou 
heardest. 288 

Speed. Why, man, how black? 

Launce. Why, as black as ink. 

Speed. Let me read them. 
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let met. He <n thee, jottheadl them enM 
not read. w 

Speed. Thoo Best: I can. 

Lamm. I will tty thee. Tell me this: who 
bsaotthee? 396 

Speed. Many, the ion of my grandfhther. _ _ 

Lumet. O. Julteate kriterez! it was the eon and' mart faults Ikon hairs, and mart waalA 
Of thy grandmother. Thii proves that thoo than fault*. I«j 


s uerm 

f«o». Of her toagua rite cannot, for that '1 
writ down she is stow of: of her purse the shall 
not, for that Til keep (hot: now, of another 
thing she may, and that cannot I help. WeU, 
proceed. 

spaed. Item. She hath mare hair than wit, 


canst not read. 

Speed. Comm, fool, come 


naser. 

HZmee. 


There; and Saint Nicholas be thy 


300 Lumet. Stop there; FH have her: she was 
tty me in thy mine, and not mine, twice or thrice in that last 
article. Rehearse that once more. j«s 

-.-„ Speed. Item, She hath more hair than 

_,1 304 wit, _ 

Speed. Imprimis, She can milk. Latmce. More hair than wit it may be; 

Lfemce. Ay, that she can. FH prove it: the cover of the salt hides the 

Speed. Item, She brews good ale. salt, and therefore it is more than the salt; the 

bootee. And thereof comes the proverb, hair that covers the wit is more than the wit. 


t hides the lets. What’snext? 
And more faults than hairs*— 37 1 


'Blessing of your heart, you brew good ale.' 309 for the 1 
Speed. Item, She can saw. • Speed 

bounce. That's is much as to say, Can she bounce. That's monstrous 1 O, that tbit 
•0? jn were outl 

Speed. Item, She can knit. _ Speed. And mere wealth than faults. 


bounce. What need a man care for a stock 
with a wench, when she can knit him a stock? 
Speed. Item, She can wash and scour. 31a 
bounce. A special virtue; for then she need 
not be washed and scoured. 

Speed. Item, She can spin, 
bounce. Then may I set the world on wheels, 
whan she can spin for her living. 321 

Speed. Item, She hath many 


, that word makes the fouhs 
I’ll have her: and if it be a 
; it im p ossible,— 


That's ss modi as to say, bastard 
j that, indeed, know not their fathers, 
and therefore have no names. 

Sp i ed . Here follow her rices, 
bounce. Ckwe at the heels of her virtues. v>8 
Sp e ed . Item, She is not to be kissed fasting, 
As respect of her breath. 


bounce. 
gracious. Wei 
match, as 1 
Speed. What then? 

bounce. Why, then will Itoll thee,—that thy 
master stays for thee at the North-gate. H: 
Speed. Forme? 

bounce. For thee I ay; who art thou? he 
nameless hath stayed for a better man then thee, all 
Speed. And most 1 go to Mm? 
bounce. Thou must run to him, for thou 
hast stayed so long that going will scarce serve 
the turn. 39a 

Speed. Why didst not tell ms sooner? pox 
of your love-fetters! VExit. 

bounce. Now will be be swing'd for reeding 
my letter. An unmannerly slave, that will thrust 


_Well, that fault may be mended himself into secrets. I'll after, to rejoice in the 

with a breaMut Read on. 33s boy's correction. I Exit. 

Speed. Item, She hath a sweet mouth. 

Casases. That makes amends for her sour 

breath. . Scene IL— The Same. A Room In the avtafu 

Speed, Item, She doth talk in her sleep. 336 Malace. 

no matter for that, w she rieep. Wttun and thowo. 

Spud, hem. She is stow in words. Duke, Sir Tburto, Star not but that she will 

bounce. O villain, that set this down among love you, 

her vices I To be slow in words is a woman's Now Valentine is banish'd from her sight 
only virtue: I pray thee, out with’t, and place Thu. Since his exile she hath despis’d me 
it for her chief virtue. most 

Speed. Item, She is proud. 344 Forsworn my company and rail’d at me, 4 

bounce. Out with that too: it was Eve’s That I am desperate of obtaining her. 
legacy, and cannot be ta’en from her. Duke. This weak impress ofiove is at a figure 

Speed. Item, She hath no teeth. Trenched in ice, which with an hour’s heat 

Launce. I care not for that neither, because Diaolves to water and doth lose his form, t 
I love crusts. 34$ A little time will melt her frozen thoughts. 

Speed. Item. She is curst. And worthless Valentine shall be forgot. 

bounce. WeU; the best is, the hath no teeth 


to bite. 33a 

Speed. Item, She will often praise her liquor, 
bounce. II her Uqoor he good, she shall 


Enter rum 
How now, Sir Proteus! Is your countqrman 
According to our proclamation gone? » 


she will not, I will; for good things should be Pro. Goneu my good lord, 
praised. 336 Duke. Mydaughtertskeshisgoinglrie v o u ely. 

Speed. Item, She is too liberal. Pro. A little time, my lord, will kfllths t g ri ef. 
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Duke. So I belie**; but Thurio think* not so. 
Proteus, the good conceit I bold of thee,— 17 
For thouhast shown some sign of good desert,— 
Makes me the better to confer with thee. 

Pro. Longer than I prove loyal to your Grace 
Let me not live to look upon your Grace, si 
Duke. Thou know’st how willingly I would 
effect 

The match between Sir Thurio and my da ugh ter. 
Pro. 1 do, my lord. 24 

Duke. And also, I think, thou art not 
ignorant 

How she opposes her against my will. 

Pro. She did, my lord, when Valentine was 
here. 

Duke. Ay, and perverselyshe persevere so. at 
What might we do to make the girl forget 
The love of Valentine, and love Sir Thurio? 

Pro. The best way is to slander Valentine 
With falsehood, cowardice, and poor descent, 
Three things that women highly hold in bate. 
Duke. Ay, but she’ll think that It is spoke 
in hate. 

Pro. Ay, if his enemy deliver it: 

Therefore it must with circumstance be spoken 
By one whom she esteemeth as his friend. 37 
Duke. Then you must undertake to slander 

him. 

Pro. And that, my lord, I shall be loath to do: 
Tit an ill office for a gentleman, to 

Especially against his very friend. 

Duke. Where your good word cannot ad van* 
tftgC him, 

Your slander never can endamage him: 
Therefore the office is indifferent, 44 

Being entreated to it by your Mend. 

Pro. You have prevail'd, my lord. If I can 
doit. 

By aught that I can speak in hit dispraise. 

She shall not long continue love to him. 4* 
But say this weed her love from V al e n ti n e, 

It follows not that she will love Sr Thurio. 
Thu. Therefore, as you unwind her love from 
him. 

Lest It should ravel and he good to none, s* 
You must provide to bottom it on me; 

Which must be done by praising me as much 
As you in worth dispraise Sir Valentine. 

Duke. And, Proteus, we dare trust you in 
this kind, J6 

Because we know, on Valentine's report, 

You ere already Love’s Arm votary 
And cannot soon revolt and change yonr mind. 
Upon this warrant shall you have access *0 
Where you with Silvia may confer at large; 
For she is lumpish, heavy, melancholy, 
And,for your friend’s sake, will be glad of yon; 

To hate young Valentine and k>ve my friend. <5 
Pro. At much as I can do I will effect. 

But you, Sir Thurio, are not sharp enough; 
You must lay lime to tangle her desires « 
By wailful sonnets, whose composed rimes 
Should be fell-fraught with tecviceebis vows. 
'•Duke. Ay, 

Mtich is the feces of hs a veu fate d pour, n 


Pro. Say feat upon the altar of her beauty 
You sacrO * your tears, your aigha. your heart. 
Write dll your ink be dry, and with your tears 
Moist it again, and frame some feeling hue 76 
That may discover such integrity: 

For Orpheus’ lute was strung with poets’ sinews, 
Whose golden touch could soften steel and 
stones, 

Make tigers tame and huge leviathans * to 
Forsake unsounded deeps to dance on sands. 
After your dlre-lamenting elegies. 

Visit by night your lady’s chamber-window 
With some sweet consort: to their instruments 
Tune a deploring dump; the night’s de a d s ile n ce 
Wfli well bocomc such sweet-complstnlng griev- 


This, or else nothing, will inherit her. 

Duke. This discipline shows thou hast been 
in love. ss 

Thu. And thy advice this night m put in 
practice. 

Therefore, sweet Proteus, my direction-giver, 
Let us into the city presently 
To sort some gentlemen well skill’d in music, pa 
I have a Sonnet that will serve the turn 
To give the onset to thy good advice. 

Duke. About it, gentlemen 1 

Pro. We’ll wait upon your grace HU after- 


And’afSrward determine < 


: our proceedings. 
Duke. Even now about itl I will pardon 
you. [Emaat 

ACT IV 

Scene L— A Foreet between Milan and Verona. 
Enter certain Outlaws. 

First Out. Fellows, stand feat; I sera pas¬ 
senger. 

See. Out. If there be tan, shrink not, but 
down with’em. 

. fitter VALENTINE mi SKID. 

Third Out. Stand, sir, and throw us that you 
have about ye; 

If not, we’ll make you sit and rifle you. 4 
. Speed. Sir, we are undone: these am die 
villains 

That all the travellers do fear so much. 

VaL My friendly— 

First Out. That's not so, sir; we are your 
enemies. I 

Sec. Out. Peace! well hear him. 

Third Out. Ay, by my beard, will we, ibr he 
is a proper man. 

VaL Than know, that I have little wealth to 


A man I am cross'd wife adversity: n 

My riches aw these poor habflhnenti. 

Of which if you should here d isftirni s h ma, 
You take tba sum and substance that I have. 
Sue. Out. Whither travel you? 16 

! «L To Verona. 

First OuL Wbaacs cares yds? 
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No; we detest such vile, base 


Third Out. Have you long sojourn'd there? Third put. 

Val. Some sixteen months; and longer might practices. . 

have stay’d 21 Come, go with us; we’ll bring thee to our crews. 

If crookedfortune had not thwarted me. And show thee all the treasure we have got. 

See. Out. What! were you banish’d thence? Which, with ourselves, all rest at thy dispose. 76 
VaL I was. M I Exeunt. 

Sec. Out. For what offence? 


Val. For that which now torments me to 
rehearse. 

I kill'd a man, whose death I much repent; 
But yet I slew him manfully, in fight, 28 
Without false vantage or base treachery. 

First Out. Why, ne’er repent it, if it were 
done so. 

But were you banish’d for so small a fault ? 

Val. I was, and held me glad of such a doom. 
Sec. Out. Have you the tongues? 


Scene EL 


-Milan. The Court of the DUKE’S 
Palace. 


Enter proteus. 

Pro. Already have I been false to Valentine, 
And now I must be as unjust to Thurio. 

Under the colour of commending him, 

I have access my own love to prefer: 4 

But Silvia is too fair, too true, too holy, 

.. n . M „„„ th „ „ To be corrupted with my worthless gifts, 

pf ,' 9 ir' made me When I protest true loyalty to her, 

’tappy!* * herdn “* She twits me with my falsehood to my friend; 

Or else I often had been miserable. 

ThirdOut. BythebarescalpofRobinHood’s 


fiat friar, 3* 

This fellow were a king for our wild faction! 

First Out. We’ll have him: Sirs, a word. 

Speed. Master, be one of them; 

It is an honourable kind of thievery. 40 

Val. Peace, villain! 

Sec. Out. Tell us this: have you anything to 
take to? 

Val. Nothing, but my fortune. 

Third Out. Know then, that some of us are 
gentlemen, 44 

Such as the fury of ungovem’d youth 
Thrust from the company of awful men: 

Myself was from Verona banished 
For practising to steal away a lady, 48 

An heir, and near allied unto the duke. 

Sec. Out. And I from Mantua, for a gentle¬ 
man. 

Who, in my mood, I stabb’d unto the heart. 

First Out. And I for such like petty crimes 

as these. S» 

But to the purpose: for we cite our faults, , ,,,. ... 

Thft they may hold excus’d our lawless lives; Let s tune, and to it lustily a while. 


When to her beauty ! commend my vows, 9 
She bids me think how I have been forawom 
In breaking faith with Julia whom I lov’d: 

And notwithstanding all her sudden quips, 13 
The least whereof would quell a lover’s hope. 
Yet, spaniel-like, the more she spurns my love. 
The more it grows, and fawneth on her still. 
But here comes Thurio: now must we to her 
window, i« 

And give some evening music to her ear. 

Enter TBinuo, and Musicians. 

Thu. How now. Sir Proteus! are you crept 
before us? 

Pro. Ay, gentle Thurio; for you know that 
love 

Will creep in service where it cannot go. ao 
Thu. Ay; but I hope, air, that you love not 
here. 

Pro. Sir, but I do; or else I would be h e nce. 
Thu. Who! Silvia? 

Pro. Ay, Silvia, for your sake. *4 

Thu. I thank you for your own. Now, gentle¬ 
men, 


And, partly, seeing you are beautified 
With goodly shape, and by your own report 56 
A linguist, and a man of such perfection 
As we do in our quality much want— 

Sec. Out. Indeed, because you are a banish’d 
man, 

Therefore, above the rest, we parley to you. 60 
Are you content to be our general? 

To make a virtue of necessity 
And live, as we do, in this wilderness? 

Third Out. What say’st thou? wilt thou be 
of our consort? 64 

Say ‘ay,’ and be the captain of us all: 

Well do thee homage and be rul'd by thee. 
Love thee as our commander and our long. 
First Out. But if thou scorn our courtesy, 

thou dieat 68 

Sec. Out. Thou shalt not live to brag what we 
have offer’d* 

Val. I take your offer and will live with you. 
Provided that you do no outrages 
On silly women, or poor passengers. t* 


Enter Host and suua behind. juua in boy's 
clothes. 

Host. Now, my young guest, methlnks you’re 
allycholly: I pray you, why is it? 28 

jut. Marry, mine host, because I cannot be 
merry. 

Host. Come, well have you merry. I’ll bring 
you where you shall hear music and see the 
gentleman that you asked for. 33 

Jul. But shall I hear him speak? 

Host. Ay, that you shall. 

Jul. That will be music. [Music plays. 
Host. Hark! hark! 37 

Jul. Is he among these? 

Host. Ay; but peace! let’s hear ’em. 

SONS 

Who b Silvii? what it ih*. 4 » 

That all our swains commend her? 

Holy, fair, and wise is she: 

The heaven such grace did lend n tr. 

That she might admired be. 


44 
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Is she kind as she is fair? 

For beauty lives with kindness: 

Love (loth to her eyes repair. 

To help him of his blindness; ig 

And, being help'd, inhabits there. 

Then to Silvia let ns sing. 

That Silvia is excelling; 

She excels each mortal thing «a 

Upon the dull earth dwelling; 

To her let us g arland* bring. 

Host. How now! are you ladder than you 
were before; How do you, man ? the music likes 
you not. j7 

Jul. You mistake; the musician likes me not. 
Host. Why, my pretty youth? 

JuL He plays false, fatter. «o 

Host. How; out of tune on the strings; 

Jut. Not so; but yet so false that he grieves 
my very heart-strings. 

Host. You have a quick ear. 64 

Jul. Ay; I would 1 were deaf; it makes me 
have a slow heart. 

Host. 1 perceive you delight not in music. 
Jul. Not a whit,—when it jars so. 68 
Host. Hark! what fine change is in the music I 
Jul. Ay, that change is the spite. 

Host. You would have them always play but 
one thing; 73 

Jul. I would always have one play but one 
thing . 

But, host, doth this Sir Proteus that we talk on 
Often resort unto this gentlewoman; 

Host. I will tell you what Launce, his man, 
told me: he lov’d her out of all nick. 77 
Jul. Where is Launce; 

Host. Gonetoseekhisdog;which,to-morrow, 
by his master’s command, he must cany for a 
present to his lady. 81 

Jul. Peace! stand aside: the company parts. 
Pro. Sir Thurio, fear not you: I will so plead 
That you shall say my cunning drift excels. 84 
Thu. Where meet we; 

Pro. At Saint Gregory’s well. 

Thu. Farewell. 

[Exeunt thurio and Musicians. 


Enter silvia above, at her window. 

Pro. Madam, good even to your ladyship. 88 
Sil. I thank you for your music, gentlemen. 
Who is that that spake; 

Pro. One, lady, if you knew his pure heart's 
truth. 

You would quickly learn to know him by his 
voice. 9 s 

Sil. Sir Proteus, as I take it. 

Pro. Sir Proteus, gentle lady, and your ser¬ 
vant. 

Sil. What is your will; 

Pro. That I may compass yours. 

Sil. You ha ve your wish; my will is even thi3: 
That presently you hie you home to bed. 97 
Thou subtle, perjur’d, false, disloyal man! 
rhmk ,t thou I am so shallow, so conceitless. 
Us be sed u ced by thy flattery, too 

That hast deceiv’d so many with thy vows; 
Return, return, and make thy love amends. 


For me, by this pale queen of night 1 swear, 

I am so far from granting thy request 104 
That I despise thee for thy wrongful suit. 

And by and by intend'to chide myself 
Even for this time I spend in talking to thee. 

Pro. I grant, sweet love, thatldidlovealady; 
But she is dead. 

Jul. lAside.] ’Twere false, if I should speak it; 
For I am sure she is not buried. ' 

Sil. Say that she be: yet Valentine thy friend 
Survives; to whom, thyself art witness m 
I am betroth’d: and art thou not asham’d 
To wrong him with thy importunacy ? 

Pro. I likewise hear that Valentine is dead. 
Sil. And so suppose am I; for in his grave, 
Assure thyself my iove is buried. 117 

Pro. Sweet lady, let me rake it from the earth. 
Sil. Gotothylady’sgraveandcalihersthence; 
Or, at the least, in hers sepulchre thine. 1:0 
Jul. [ Aside.] He heard not that. 

Pro. Madam, if your heart be so obdurate, 
Vouchsafe me yet your picture for my love, 
The picture that is hanging in your chamber; 
To that I’ll speak, to that I’ll sigh and weep; 
For since the substance of your perfect self 
Is else devoted, 1 am but a shadow. 

And to your shadow will I make true love. 128 
Jul. [Aside. ] If ’twere a substance, you would, 
sure, deceive it. 

And make it but a shadow, as I am. 

Sil. I am very loath to be your idol, sir; 
But, since yourialsehood shall become you well 
To worship shadows and adore false shapes, 133 
Send to me in the morning and I’ll send it. 
And so, good rest. 

Pro. As wretches have o’er night 

That wait for execution in the morn. 136 
[Exeunt proteus, and Silvia, above. 
Jul. Host, will you go; 

Host. By my halidom, I was fast asleep. 
Jul. Pray you, where lies Sir Proteus? 

Host. Marry, at my house. Trust me, I think 
’tis almost day. i4« 

Jul. Not so; but it hath been the longest 
night 

That e’er I watch’d and the most heaviest. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene HI.— The Same. 

Enter eolajmour. 

Egt. This is the hour that Madam Silvia 
Entreated me to call, and know her mind: 
There’s some great matter she’d employ me in. 
Madam, Madam I 

Enter SILVIA above, at her window. 

Sil. Who calls; 

Egl. Your servant, and your friend; 4 
One that attends your ladyship’s command. 
Sil. Sir Eglamour, a thousand ti me s good 
morrow. 

EgU As many, worthy lady, to yourself. 
According to your ladyship’s impose, I 
I am thus early come to know what service 
It is your pleasure to command me In. 

SIL O Eglamour, them art g gentleman— 
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Think not I flatter, for I swear I do not— is 
Valiant, wise, remorseful, well-accomplish’d. 
Thou art not ignorant what dear good will 
I bear unto the banish’d Valentine, 

Now how my father would enforce me marry 16 
Vain Thurio, whom my very soul abhors. 
Thyself hast lov'd; ana I have heard thee say 
No grief did ever come so near thy heart 
As when thy ludy and thy true love died, so 

Ubon whose grave thou vow’dst pure chastity. 
Sir Eglamour, I would to Valentine, 

To Mantua, where, I hear be makes abode; 
And, for the ways are dangerous to pass, 14 
I do desire thy worthy company, 

Upon whose faith and honour 1 repose. 

Urge not my father’s anger, Eglamour, 

But think upon my grief, a lady’s grief, 2S 
And on the justice of my flying hence. 

To keep me from a most unholy match. 

Which heaven and fortune still rewards with 
plagues. 

I do desire thee, even from a heart 32 

As full of sorrows as the sea of sands. 

To bear me company and go with me: 

If not. to bide what I have said to thee. 

That I may venture to depart alone. 3 < 

Egl. Madam, I pity much your grievances; 
Which since I know they virtuously are plac’d, 

I give consent to go along with you. 

Recking as little what be tide th me 40 

As much I wish all good befortune you. 

When will you go ? 

Sit. This evening coming. 

Egl. Where shall I meet you? 

Sit. At Friar Patrick’s cell. 

Where I intend holy confession. 44 

Egl. I will not fail your ladyship. 

Good morrow, gentle lady. 

Sit. Good morrow, kind Sir Eglamour. 

[Exeunt severally. 

Scene TV.—The Same. 

Enter launce with his dog. 

Loanee. When a man’s servant shall play the 
cur with him, look you, it goes hard; one that 
I brought up of a puppy; one that I saved from 
drowning, when three or four of his blind bro¬ 
thers ana sisters went to it I have taught him, 
even as one would »ay precisely, ‘Thus would! 
teach a dog.’ I was sent to deliver him as a 
present to Mistress Silvia from my master, and 
I came no sooner into the dining-chamber but 
he steps me to her trencher and steals her 
capon s leg. O! ’tit a foul thing when a cur 
cannot keep himself in all companies. I would 
have, as (me should say, one that takes upon 
him to be a dog indeed, to be, as it were, a dog 
at all things. If I had not had more wit than 
he, to take a fault upon me that he did, I think 
verily he had been banged for’t: tore as I live, 
he had suffered for't:yoa shall judge. He thrusts 
mo himself into tbs coupraty of three or four 
gentleman-like dogs under the duke's table: ha 
hadaotbaanthere—blamthsmatk—spMna- 
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while, but all the chamber smelt him. 'Out with 
the dog!’ says one; ‘What cur is that?' says 
another; ‘Whip him out.' says the third; ‘Hang 
himup.’saystfaeduke. I, having been acquainted 
with the smell before, knew it was Crab, and 
goes me to the fellow that whips the dogs: 
'Friend,' quoth I, ‘you mean to whip the dog?’ 
‘Ay, many, do I,’ quoth he. ‘You do him the 
more wrong,' quoth I; ‘ ’twas I did the thing you 
wot of.’ He makes me no more ado, but whips 
me out of the chamber. How many masters 
would do this for his servant? Nay, I’U be 
swom, I have sat in the stocks for puddings he 
hath stolen, otherwise he had been executed; 
I have stood on the pillory for geese he hath 
killed, otherwise he had suffered for’t; thou 
thinkest not of this now. Nay, I remember the 
trick you served me when I took my leave of 
Madam Silvia: did not I bid thee still mark me 
and do as I do? When didst thou see me heave 
up my leg and make water against a gentle¬ 
woman’s farthingale? Didst thou ever see me 
do such a trick? 44 

Enter proteus, and JULIA In boy’s clothes. 
Pro. Sebastian is thy name? I like thee well 
And will employ thee In some service presently. 
Jul. In what you please: I will do what I can. 
Pro. I hope thou wilt [To launce.] How 
now, you whoVeson peasant! 4 * 

Where have youbeen these two days loitering? 

Launce. Marry, sir, I carried Mistrem Sima 
the dog you bade me. 

Pro. And what says she to my little jewel? ja 
Launce. Marry, she says, your dog was a cur, 
and tells you, currish thanks is good enough for 
such a present 

Pro. But she received my dog? 5 * 

Launce. No, indeed, did she not: hn have I 
brought him back again. 

Fro. What! didst thou offer her ride from me? 
Launce. Ay, sir: the other squirrel was stolen 
from me by the hangman boys in the market¬ 
place; and then I offeted her mine own, who is 
a dog as Mg as ten of yours, and therefore the 
gift the neater. 64 

Pro. Go, get thee hence, and find my dog 
again, ( 

Or ne’er return again into my tight 
Away, I say 1 Stay’st thou to vex me here? 

A slave that still an end turns me to shame. <t 
[Exit LAUNCR. 

Sebastian, I have e n terta in ed foes 
Partly, that I have need of such a youth. 

That can with some discretion do my buunem, 
For ’t Is no trusting to yood teaStan lout; 7a 
But chiefly for thy face and thy behaviour. 
Which, if my augury deceive me not. 

Witness good britsitig up, fortune, and truth: 
Therefore, know moo, for tMs I mfcrtain thse. 

DXWvEM&t 1 * wWl ‘ 5 ~ 77 

She lov’d me well deliver'd it to me. 

Jul. It teeczn, you lov’d not bet, to leave bar 
token.. So 

Shs*sdsiLd. balflasT 
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Not to: I think, the live*. JuL Madam, ha aends your ladyship i 


Pro. 

JuL Alas! 

Pro. Why dost thou ciy ’alas?’ 

Jut. 1 cannot choose 

Bat pity her. 84 

Pro. Wherefore should’st thou pity ha? 
Jut. Because methinks that the lov’d you as 
well 

As you do love your lady Silvia. 

She dreams on him that has forgot her love; *8 
You dote on ha, that cares not for your love. 
Tis pity, love should be so contrary; 

And thinking on it makes me cry, 'alasI’ 

Pro. Well, well, give her that ring and there¬ 
withal 97 

This letter: that’s her chamber. Tell my lady 
I claim the promise for her heavenly picture. 
Your message done, hie home unto my chamber. 
Where thou shalt find me sad and solitary. [Exit. 
Jul. How many women would do such a 
message? 97 

Alas, poor Proteus! thou hast entertain’d 
A fox to be the shepherd of thy iambs. 

Alas, poor fool! why do I pity him 
That with his very heart despiseth me? too 

Because he loves her, he despiseth me; 
Because I love him, I must pity him. 

This ring I gave him when he parted from me. 
To bind him to remember my good will; 

And now am I—unhappy messenger— 10j 

To plead for that which 1 would not obtain. 
To carry that which I would have refus’d, 10s 
To praise his faith which I would have disprais’d. 
I am my master’s true-confirmed love, 

Bat cannot be true servant to my master, 
Unless I prove false traitor to myself. in 
Yet will I woo for him; but yet so coldly 
As heavenit knows, I would not have him speed. 

Enter Silvia, attended. 

Gentlewoman, good dayl I pray you, be my 
mean 

To bring me whoe to speak with Madam Silvia. 
Sit. What would you with her, if that I be she? 
Jul. If you be she, 1 do entreat your patience 
To hear me speak the message I am sent on. 
Sit. From whom? no 

Jul. From my master. Sir Proteus, m a d a m . 
Sit. Ol he sends you for a picture? 

Jul. Ay, madam. 

SiL Ursula, bring my picture there. 114 

\A picture brought. 
Go, give your master this: tell him from me, 
One Julia, that his changing thoughts forget. 
Would better fit his chamber than this shadow. 

Jul. Madam, please you peruse this letter.— 
Pardon me, madam, I have unadvis’d is 9 

Deliver’d you a paper that I should not: 

This is the letter to your ladyship. 

Sil. I pray thee, let me look an that again. 
JuL It may not be: good madam, pardon me. 
SU. There, hold. 

I will not look upon your masterh fines: 

I know, they are stuff’d with protestations 136 
And firll of new-found oaths, which he wiUbmak 
As easily as I do tear Ms papa- 


ting. 

SiLThb 


more shame far him that he sends 
it me; 140 

For, I have beard him say a thousand timet, 
His Julia gave it Mm at hit departure. 

Though hu false finger have profan’d the ring. 
Mine shall not do his Julia so much wrong. 144 
Jul. She thanks you. 

Sil. What say*st thou? 

Jul. I thank you, madam, that you (endec 
ha. 

Poor gentlewoman! my master wrongs ha 
much. 148 

Sil. Doat thou know ha? 

■ Jul. Almost as well as I do knoW myadft 
To think upon her woes, I do protest. 

That I have wept a hundred several times, tjs 
Sil.' Belike, she thinks, that Proteus hath for¬ 
sook ha. ' 

Jul. I think she doth, and that’s her cause 
of sorrow. 

Sil. Is she not passing fair? isj 

Jul. She hath been fidier, madam, than she hi. 
When she did think my master lov’d ha weU, 
She, in my judgment, was as fair as you; 

But since she did neglect ha looking-glass 
And threw ha sun-expelling mask away, x 4 o 
The air hath starv’d the roses in ha cheeks 
And pinch'd the lily-tincture of ha lace. 

That now she is become as black at I- 
Sil. How tall was she? 164 

Jul. About my stature: for, at Pe n teco s t, 
When all our pageants of delight were play’d. 
Our youth got me to play the woman’s pot. 
And I was tnmtn’d in Madam Julia’s gow n, :6t 
Which served me as fit, by all men’s judgments. 
As if the garment had been made for me: 
Therefore I know she is about my height. 

And at that time I made ba weep agood: tn 
For I did play a lamentable part 
Madam, ’twas Ariadne passioning 
For Theseus' perjury and unjust flight; 

Which 1 so lively acted with my teats (74 
That my poor mistress, moved therewithal. 
Wept bitterly, and would I might be dead 
If I in thought felt not ha very sorrow! 

Sil. She is beholding to thee, gentle youth.— 
Alas, poor lady, desolate and loti its 

I weep myself to think upon thy words. 

Here, youth, there is my purse: 1 give thee this 
For thy sweet mistress’ sake, because thou lov’st 
ha. sl4 

Farewell. 

Jul. And she shall thank you fort. If e’er you 
know ha.—(Exit solve*, with Attendants. 
A virtuous gentlewoman mild and beeudfoL 
1 hope my master’s suit will be but cold, rtl 
Since she respects my mistress' love so nmrh 
Alas, how love can trifle with iteeifl 
Here isba ptetme: let me see: I think. 

If I had suae a tire, this ftco or mine sas 
Were foil aa lovely aa it this of hen; 

And yet the painter flatter’d ha a Httle, 

Unless I flatter with myietf too much. 

Ha bait is auburn, mine tepasfoct yeilo#: ut 
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[ACT V 


If that be all the difference in his love 
I’ll get me such a colour'd periwig. 

Her eyes are grey as glass, and so are mine: 
Ay, but her forehead ’slow, and mine’s as high. 
What should it be that he respects in her 200 
But I can make respective in myself 
If this fond Love were not a blinded god? 
Come, shadow, come, and take this shadow up. 
For ‘tis thy rival. O thou senseless form! 
Thou shaft be worshipp’d, kiss’d, lov’d, and 
ador'd, ' 205 

And, were there sense in his idolatry. 

My substance should be statue in thy stead. 
Ill use thee kindly for thy mistress’ sake. 
That us’d me so; or else, by love I vow, 

I should have scratch'd out your unseeing eyes, 
Tomakemymasteroutoflovewiththee. [Exit. 


ACT V 

SCENE 1 — Milan. An Abbey. 

Enter eglamour. 

Eg!. The sun begins to gild the western sky, 
Ana now it is about the very hour 
That Silvia at Friar Patrick’s cell should meet 
me. 

She will not fail; for lovers break not hours, 4 
Unless it be to come before their time, 

So much they spur their expedition. 

See, where she comes. 


Enter silvia. 

Lady, a happy evening! 
Sil. Amen, amen! go on. good Eglamour, 8 
Out at the postern by the abbey-wafi. 

I fear I am attended by some spies. 

Egl. Fear not: the forest is not three leagues 
off; 

If we recover that, we’re sure enough. [Exeunt. 


Scene II.— The Same. A Room in the 
duke’s Palace. 

Enter tburio, proteus, and juua. 

Thu. Sir Proteus, what says Silvia to my suit? 
Pro. O, sir, I find her milder than she was; 
And yet she takes exceptions at your person. 
Thu. What! that my leg is too long? 4 
Pro. No, that it is too little. 

Thu. I’ll wear a boot to make It somewhat 
rounder. 

Jul. [Aside.] But love will not be spurt’d to 
what it loathes. 

Thu. What says she to my face? 8 

Pro. She says it is a fair one. 

Thu. Nay then, the wanton Ilea; my face is 
black. 

Pro. But pearls are fair, and the old saying is. 
‘ Black men are pearls In beauteous ladies’ eyes/ 
Jul. [Aside.] Tis true, such pearls as put out 
ladies’ eyes; >3 

For I had rather wink than look on th e m . 
Thu. How likes she my discourse? 

Pro. Hi, when you talk of war. >4 


Thu. But well, when I discourse of love and 
peace? 

Jul. [Aside.] But better, indeed, when you 
hold your peace. 

Thu. What says she to my valour? 

Pro. O, sir, she makes no doubt of that 20 
Jul. [Aside.] She needs not, when she knows 
it cowardice. 

Thu. What says she to my birth? 

Pro. That you are well deriv’d. 

Jul. [ Aside.] True; from a gentleman to a 
fool. 24 

Thu. Considers she my possessions? 

Pro. O, ay; and pities mem. 

Thu. Wherefore? 

Jul. [Aside.] That such an am should owe 
mem. ' 28 

Pro. That they are out by lease. 

Jul. Here comes the duke. 

Enter duke. 

Duke. How now. Sir Proteus 1 how now, 
Thurio! 

Which of you saw Sir Eglamour of late? 32 
Thu. Not I. 

Pro. Nor I. 

Duke. Saw you my daughter? 

Pro. Neither. 

Duke. Why then. 

She’s fled unto that peasant Valentine, 

And Eglamour is in her company. 36 

Tis true; for Friar Laurence met them both. 
As he in penance wander’d through me forest; 
Him he knew well, and guess’d that it was she. 
But, being mask'd, he was not sure of it; 40 
Besides, she did intend confession 
At Patrick’s cell this even, and mere she was 
not 

These likelihoods confirm her flight from hence. 
Therefore, I pray you, stand not to discourse, 44 
But mount you presently and meet with me 
Upon the rising of the mountain-foot, 

That leads towards Mantua, whither they are 
fled. 

Dispatch, sweet gentlemen, and follow me. 

[Exit. 

Thu. Why, this it is to be a peevish girl. 
That flies her fortune when it follows her. so 
I’ll after, more to be reveng’d on Eglamour 
Than for me love of reckless Silvia. [Exit. 

Pro. And I will follow, more for Silvia’s love 
Than hate of Eglamour that goes with her. 

[Exit. 

Jul. And I will follow, more to cross that love 
Than hate for Silvia that is gone for love. [Exit. 


Scene HL —Frontiers of Mantua. The Forest. 
Enter Outlaws with silvia. 

First Out. Come, come, 

Be patient ; we must bring you to our captain. 
Sil. A thousand more mischances than this 
one 

Have leam’d me how to brook this patiently. 4 
Second Out. Come, bring her away. 
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First Out. When is the gentleman that was I would have been a breakfast to the beast, 
with her! Rather than have false Proteus rescue me. 


Third Out. Being nimble-footed, he hath 
outrun us; 

But Moyses and Valerius follow him. 8 

Go thou with her to the west end of the wood; 
There is our captain. We’ll follow him that’s 
fled; 

The thicket is beset; he cannot ’scape. 

[Exeunt all except the First Outlaw 
and SILVIA. 

First Out. Come, X must bring you to our 
captain’s cave. m 

Fear not; he bears an honourable mind. 

And will not use a woman lawlessly. 

Sil. O Valentine] this I endure for thee. 

{ Exeunt. 


SCENE IV.— Another Part of the Forest. 
Enter valentine. 

Val. How use doth breed a habit in a man! 
This shadowy desart, unfrequented woods, 

I better brook than flourishing peopled towns. 
Here can I sit alone, unseen of any, 4 

And to the nightingale’s complaining notes 
Tune my distresses and record my woes. 

O thou that dost inhabit in my breast. 

Leave not the mansion so long tenantless 8 
Lest, growing ruinous, the building fail 
And leave no memory of what it was! 

Repair me with thy presence, Silvia! ii 
T hou gentle nymph, cherish thy forlorn swain! 

[Noise within. 

What halloing and what stir is this to-day? 
These are my mates, that make their wills their 
law, 

Have some unhappy passenger in chase. 

They love me well; yet I have much to do 16 
To keep them from uncivil outrages. 
Withdraw thee, Valentine: who’s this comes 
here? [Sieju aside. 

Enter proteus, sswia, and juua. 

Pro. Madam, this service I have done for 
you— 

Though you respect not aught your servant 
doth— so 

To hazard life and rescue you from him 
That would have forc’d your honour and your 
love. 

Vouchsafe me, for my meed, but one fair look; 
A smaller boon than this I cannot beg, m 

And less than this, I am sure, you cannot give. 
Val. [Aside.] How like-a dream is this I see 
and near! 

Love, lend me patience to forbear awhile. 

Sil. O, miserable, unhappy that I am! a 8 
Pro. Unhappy were you, m ada m ,erelcame; 
But by my coming I have made you happy. 
Sil. By thy approach thou mak'st me most 

JuL [ISde.] And me, when he approacheth 
to your presence. 3 > 

Sil. Had I been seized by a hungry lion. 


Ol heaven be judge how I love Valentine, 36 
Whose life’s as tender to me as my soul, 

And full as much—for more there cannot be— 

I do detest false perjur’d Proteus. 

Therefore be gone, solicit me no more. 40 
Pro. What dangerous action, stood it next 
to death. 

Would I not undergo for one calm look! 

O, ’tis the curse in love, and still approv’d. 

When women cannot love where they’re be- 
lov’di 44 

Sil. When Proteus cannot love where he’s 
belov’d. 

Read over Julia’s heart, thy first best love, 

For whose dear sake thou didst then rend thy 
faith 

Into a thousand oaths; and all those oaths 48 
Descended into perjury to love me. 

Thou hast no faith left now, unless thou’dst two. 
And that’s far worse than none: better have 
none 

Than plural faith which is too much by one. s> 
Thou counterfeit to thy true friend I 
Pro. In love 

Who respects friend? 

Sil. All men but Proteus. 

Pro. Nay, if the gentle spirit of moving words 
Can no way change you to a milder form, j« 
I'll woo you like a soldier, at arms’ end. 

And love you 'gainst the nature of love,— 
force ye. 

Sil. O heaven! 

Pro. Pll force thee yield to my desire. 
Val. [Coming forward.] Ruffian, let go that 
rude uncivil touch: so 

Thou friend of an ill fashion! 

Pro. Valentine! 

Val. Thou common friend, that’s without 
faith or love— 

For such is a friend now—treacherous man! 
Thou hast beguil’d my hopes: naught but mine 
we 64 

Could have persuaded me. Now I dare not say 
I have one mend alive: thou wouldst disprove 
me. 

Who should be trusted now, when one’s right 

tinnH 

Is perjur’d to die bosom? Proteus, 68 

I am sorry I must never trust thee more. 

But count the world a stranger for thy sake. 
The private wound is deep’st O tune most 
curst! 

’Mongst all foes that a friend should be die 
worst! 

Pro. My shame and guilt confound me. 73 
Forgive me, Valentine. If hearty sorrow 
Be a sufficient ransom for offence, 

I tender’t here: I do as truly suffer 76 

As e’er I did commit. 

Val. Then, I am paid; 

And once again I do receive thee honest. 

Who by repentance is not satisfied 

Is nor of heaven, nor earth; for these are pleas’d. 

By penitence the Eternal's wrath’s appeas’d: 8x 
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44 


Ucrv, 


And, that my love may appeal plain and free, 
AD that was mine in Silvia 1 give thee. 

Jul O me unhappy 1 [Swoons. 

Pro. Look to the boy. <3 

Val. Why, boy! why, wag! how now! what’i 
the matter? 

Look up; (peak. 

Jul. O good air, my master charg’d me 88 
To deliver a ring to Madam Silvia, 

Which out of my neglect was never done. 

Pro. Where is that ring, boy? 

Jul Here ’tis: this is it. [Girts a ring. 
Pro. How! let me see. 9* 

Why, this is the ring I gave to Julia. 

Jul O, cry you mercy, sir: I have mistook: 
This is the ring you sent to Silvia. 

[Shows another ring. 
Pro. But how cam’st thou by this ring? 96 
At nor depart I gave this unto Julia. 

Jul. And Julia herself did give it me; 

And Julia herself hath brought it hither. 

Pro. How! Julia I too 

Jul. Behold her that gave aim to all thy oaths, 
And entertain’d them deeply in her heart: 
How oft hast thou with perjury cleft the root! 
O Proteus! let this habit make thee Mush, tot 
Be thou asham’d that I have took upon me 
Such an Immodest raiment; if shame live 
In a disguise of love. 

It is the lesser blot, modesty finds, xo 8 
Women to eKanga the ir shapes men their 


Pro. Than men their minds! ’tis true. O 
heaven! were man 

But constant, he were perfect: that one error 
Hlls him with Guilts; makes Mm run through 
all the sins: iia 

Inconstancy falls off ew it begins. 

What is in Silvia's face, but I may spy 
More fltesh in Julia’s with a constant eye? 

Val. Come, come, a hand Horn either, ste 
Let me be blest to make this happy dose: 
Twere pity two such Moods should be long 
foes. 

Pro. Bear witness, heaven, I have my wish, 
»!ir ever. 

Jul And I mine. sao 

Enter Outlaws rrlth cun and ihusio. 

Oaf. A prize! a prize! a prize! 

Val Forbear, forbear, I say; it is my lord 
the duke. 

Your Grace is welcome to a man disgrac’d, 
B apjah od Vitentjuc, 

Duke. Sir Valentine! tss 

Thu. Yonder k SDvia; and Silvia's mine. 


Val. Thurio, give back, at else embrace thy 
death; 

Come not within the measure of my wrath; 

Do not name Silvia thine; if once again, 128 
Verona shall not hold thee. Here she stands; 
Take but possession of her with a touch; 

I dare thee but to breathe upon my love. 

Thu. Sir Valentine. I care not for her, L 13a 
I hold him but a fool that will endanger 
Hia body for a girl that loves him not: 

I claim her not, and therefore she is thine. >35 
Duke. The more degenerate and base art 
thou. 

To make such means for Iter as thou hast done. 
And leave her on such slight conditions. 

Now, by the honour of my ancestry, 

I do applaud thy spirit, Valentine, no 

And think thee worthy of an empress’ love. 
Know then, I here forget all former griefs. 
Cancel all grudge, repeal thee home again. 
Plead a new state in thy unrivaU’d merit, 144 
To which I thus subscribe: Sir Valentine, 

Thou art a gentleman and well deriv’d; 

Take thou thy Silvia, for thou hast deserv’d her., 
Val I thank your Grace; the gift hath nuuie 
me happy, 14$, 

I now beseech you, for your daughter’s sakdjc 
To grant one boon that I shall ask of you. • 
Duke. Icrantit,fortMneown,whate’critbe. 
Val. These banish’d men, that I have kept 
withal 13a 

Are men endu'd with worthy qualities: 

Forgive them what they have committed hem, 
And let them be recall d Bom their exile. 

They am reformed, civil, full of good, u< 
And fit for great emloyment. worthy lord. 
Duke. Thou hast prevail’d; I pardon them, 
and thee: 

Dispose of them as thou know’st their deaerts. 
Come, let us go: we will include all iart 160 

With triumphs, mirth, and rare solemnity. 

Val And as we walk along, I dare be bold 
With our discourse to make your Grace to smile. 
What think you of tfak page, my lord? 164 
Duke. I think the boy hath grace in him: he 
blushes. 

Val. I warrant you, my lord, more grace 
Has boy. 

Duke. What mean you by that saying? 

Val Please you. I’ll tell you as we pass along. 
That yon will wonder whet hath fortuned. i<e 
Come, Proteus; ’tis your penance, but to hear 
The story of your loves dtscevered: 

That done, our day of marriage shall be yoon; 
One feast, ooe house, one mutual ha pplnees. 173 

\JBxuML 
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DRAMATIS PERSONA 


8k John Falstaw. 

Fenton, a young Gentleman. 

Shallow, a Country Justice. 

Slendek, Cousin trf Shallow. 

FaoeI’}** 0 Q“ tlemen dwelling at Windsor. 
William Page, a Boy, Son to Page. 

Sot Hugh EvaM, a Welsh Parson. 

Docroa Caius, a French Phystciaa. 


Host oftheGarter Inn. 
BAaoocre, tacos, Nym 


Nth, Followers of FalstaK. 


Robin, Papa to Falstaff. 

Simple, Servant to Slender. 

Rugby, Servant to Doctor Caina, 

Moron Font, 

Mtarasss Pag*. 

Anne Page, her Daughter, fa love with Fenton. 
MlsrBESS Quickly, Servant to Doctor Caius. 

Savants to Pape, Ford, Ac. 


Scene.— Windsor; and the Neighbourhood. 


ACT I 

Scene l.—Windsor j Before page's Houte. 

Enter justice shallow, slender, and snt 

HUGH EVANS. 

Shah Sir Hugh, persuade me not; I win 
make a Star-chamber matter of.it; if he were 
twenty Sir John Falstaffs he shall not abuse 
Robert Shallow, esquire, 4 

Slen. In the county of Gloater, Justice of 
peace, and coram. 

Shal. Ay, cousin Slender, and cusl-alorum. 

Slen. Ay, and rato-lorum too; and a gentle¬ 
man bora, Master Parson; who writes himself 
arnugero, in any bill, warrant, quittance, or 
obligation,— armigero. n 

Shal. Ay, that 1 do; and have done any time 
these three hundred years. 

Slen. All his successors gone before him hath 
done’t; and all his ancestors that come after him 
may; they may give the dozen white luces in 
their coat. >7 

Shal. It is an old coat. 

Eva. The dozen white louses do become an 
old coat well; it agrees well, passant; it is a 
familiar beast to man, and signifies love. 21 

Shal. The luce is the fresh fish; the salt fish 
is an old coat. 

Slen. I may quarter, coz? >4 

Shal. You may, by marrying. 

Eva. It is marring indeed, if he quarter it. 

Shal. Not a whit. 

Eva. Yet, py’r lady; if he has a quarter of 


Eva. It is petter that friends is the sword, 
and end it; and there is also another device in 
my prain, which, perad venture, prings goot dis¬ 
cretions with it. There is Anne Page, which is 
daughter to MasterThomasPatge, which is pretty 


Slen. Mistress Anne Page? She has brown 
hair, and speaks small like a woman. 49 
Eva. It is that ferv person for all the orld, as 
Justas you will desire ;a»dsevenhundredpounda 
of moneys, and gold ana s&mr, is her grandslre, 
upon his death’s-bed,—Got deliver to a joyful 
resurrections!—give, when she is able toovirtake 
seventeen years old. It were a goot motion if- 


u air John Falstan have committed disparage¬ 
ments unto you, I am of the Church, and willbe 
glad to do my benevolence to make atonements 
and compremises between you. J 4 

Shal, The Council shall hear it : it is a riot. 
Eva. It is not meet the Council hear a riot; 
there is no fear of Got in a riot. The Council, 


Anne Page. 

Shal. uid her grandsire leave her seven hun¬ 
dred pound? <0 

Eva. Ay, and her father is make her a p ett er 
penny. 

Shal. I know the young gentlewoman; She 
has good gifts. 64 

Eva. Seven hundred pounds and possibilities 
is goot gifts. 

Shal. Weil, let us see honest Master Page. Is 
Faistaff there? 68 

Eva. Shall I tell you a lie? I do despise a 
Bar aa I do despise one that is false; or as I 
devise one that is not true. The knight. Sir 
John, is there; and, I beseech you, be ruled by 
yourwell-willers. I will peat the door for Master 
Page. [Knocks.] What, hoal Got pleas your 
house here! 

Page. [Within.] Who’s there? 76 

Eva. Here fs Got’s plesalng, and your friend, 
and Justice Shallow; and here young Master 
Slender, that perad ventures shall tell you an¬ 
other tale, if matters grow to your Hiringa, go 

Enter PAQE. 

Page. I am glad to see your worships welL 
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Mistress Page?—and I thank you always with 
my heart, la! with my heart. 

Page. Sir, I thank you. S8 

Shat. Sir, I thank you; by yea and no, 1 do. 

Page. I am glad to see you, good Master 
Slender. 

Slen. How does your fallow greyhound, sir? 
I heard say he was outrun on Cotsail. 93 

Page. It could not be judged, sir. 

Slen. You’ll not confess,,you U not confess. 

Shal. That he will not: ‘tis your fault, ’tis 
your fault. ’Tis a good dog. 97 

Page. A cur, sir. 

Shal. Sir, he's a good dog, and a fair dog; 
can there be more said? he is good and fair. 
Is Sir John Falstaff here? 101 

Page. Sir, he is within; and I would I could 
do a good office between you. 

Eva. It is spoke as a Christians ought to speak. 

Shal. He hath wronged me, Master Page. 105 

Page. Sir, he doth in some sort confess it. 

Shal. If it be confessed, it is not redressed: 
is not that so. Master Page? He hath wronged 
me; indeed, he hath;—at a word, he hath,—be¬ 
lieve me: Robert Shallow, esquire, saith, he is 
wronged. 

Page. Here comes Sir John. 112 


Enter sat John falstaff, bardolph, nym, 
and pistol. 

Pal. Now, Master Shallow, you’ll complain 
of me to the king? 

Shal. Knight, you have beaten my men, killed 
my deer, and broke open my lodge. 116 

Pal. But not kissed your keeper’s daughter? 

Shal. Tut, a pin! this shall be answered. 

Fal. I will answer it straight: I have done 
all this. That is now answered. 120 

Shal. The Council shall know this. 

Fal. Twere better for you if it were known 
in counsel: you’ll be laughed at. 

Eva. Pauca verba. Sir John: goot worts. 124 

Fal. Good worts! good cabbage. Slender, I 
broke your head: what matter have you against 
me? 

Slen. Marry, sir, I have matter in my head 
against you; and against your cony-catching 
rascals, Bardolph, Nym, and Pistol. They car¬ 
ried me to the tavern, and made me drunk, and 
afterwards picked my pocket. 132 

Bard. You Banbury cheese! 

Slen. Ay, it is no matter. 

Pist. How now, Mephistophilus! 

Slen. Ay, it is no matter. 136 

Nym. Slice, I sayl pauca, pauca; slice! 
that s my humour. 

Slen. Where’s Simple, my man? can you tell, 
cousin? 140 

Eva. Peace, I pray you. Now let us under¬ 
stand: there is three umpires in this matter, as 
I understand; that is—Master Page, fidelicet. 
Muter Page; and there is myself fidelicet, my¬ 
self; and the three party is, lastly and finally, 
mine host of the Garter. 

Page. We three, to hear it and end it between 
them. 14s 


Eva. Fery goot: I will make a prief of it in 
my note-book; and we will afterwards ork upon 
the cause with as great discreetly as we can. 
Fal. Pistol! 133 

Pist. He hears with ears. 

Eva. The tevil and his tarn! what phrase is 
this,‘Hehears with ear? ’ Why.itisaffectations. 

Fal. Pistol, did you pick Master Slender’s 
purse? 157 

Slen. Ay, by these gloves, did he,—or I would 
I might never come ir. mine own great chamber 
again else,—of seven groats in mill-sixpences, 
and two Edward shovel-boards, thatcost me two 
shilling and two pence a-piece of Yead Miller, by 
these gloves. 

Fal. Is this true, Pistol? 164 

Eva. No; it is false, if it is a pick-purse. 
Pist. Ha,thou mountain foreigner!—Sir John 
and master mine, 

I combat challenge of this latten bilbo. 

Word of denial in thy labras here! r6S 

Word of denial: froth and scum, thou liest. 
Slen. By these gloves, then, ’twas he. 

Nym. Be avised, sir, and pass good humours. 
I will say, ‘ marry trap,’ with you, if you run the 
nuthook’s humour on me: that is the very note 
of it. 174 

Slen. By this hat, then, he in the red face had 
it: for though I cannot remember what I did 
when you made me drunk, yet I am not altoge¬ 
ther an ass. 178 

Fal. What say you. Scarlet and John? 

Bard. Why, sir, for my part, I say, the gentle¬ 
man had drunk himself out of his five sentences. 

Eva. It is his‘five senses;'fie, what the igno¬ 
rance is! 183 

Bard. And being fap, sir, was, as they say, 
cashier’d; and so conclusions pass’d thecareires. 

Slen. Ay, you spake in Latin then too: but 
tis no matter. I’ll ne’er be drunk whilst I live 
again, but in honest, civil, godly company, for 
this trick: if I be drunk, I’ll be drunk with those 
that have the fear of Gpd, and not with drunken 
knaves. 191 

Eva. So Got udge me, that is a virtuous mind. 
Fal. You hear all these matters denied, gen¬ 
tlemen; you hear it. 194 


Enter annb fade, with Wine; mistress ford 

and MISTRESS PAGE. 

Page. Nay, daughter, cany the wine in ; well 
drink within. [Exit anne page. 

Slen. O heaven! this is Mistress Anne Page. 

Pape. How now. Mistress Ford! 

Fat. Mistress Ford, by my troth, you are very 
well met' by your leave, good mistress. 200 

_ [Kissing her. 

Page. Wife, bid these gentlemen welcome. 
Come, we have a hot venison pasty to dinner: 
come, gentlemen, I hope we shall drink down all 
un k in d n e a s. 204 

[Exeunt all but shallow, slender, 
and evans. 

Slen. I had rather than forty shilling* I bad 
my Book of Songs and Sonnets here. 



SCENE I] 


47 


Enter simple. 

How now. Simple! Where have you been? I 
must wait on myself, must X? You have not the 
Book of Kiddles about you, have you? 209 
Sim. Book of Riddles! why, did you not lend 
it to Alice Shortcake upon All-Hallowmas last, a 
fortnight afore Michaelmas? 2:2 

Shal. Come, coz; come, coz; we stay for you. 
A word with you, coz; marry, this, coz: there is, 
as ’twerea tender, a kind offender, madeafaroff 
by Sir Hugh here: do you understand me? 216 
Slen. Ay, sir, you shall find me reasonable: if 
it be so, I shall do that that is reason. 

Shal. Nay, but understand me. 

Slen. So I do, sir. 220 

£ va. Give ear to his motions. Master Slender: 
I will description the matter to you, if you pe 
capacity of it. 

Slen. Nay, I will do as my cousin Shallow 
says. I pray you pardon me; he’s a justice of 
peace in his country, simple though I stand here. 

Eva. But that is not the question; the ques¬ 
tion is concerning your marriage. 228 

Shal. Ay, there’s the point, sir. 

Eva. Marry, is it, the very point of it; to 
Mistress Anne Page. 

Slen. Why, if it be so, I will marry her upon 
any reasonable demands. 233 

Eva. But cau you affection the ’oman? Let 
us command to know that of your mouth or 
of your lips; for divers philosophers hold that 
the lips is parcel of the mouth: therefore, 
precisely, can you cany your good will to the 
maid ? 239 

Shal. Cousin Abraham Slender, can you love 
her? 

Slen. I hope, sir, I will do as it shall become 
one that would do reason. 243 

Eva. Nay, Got’s lords and his ladies! you 
must speak possitable, if you can carry her your 
desires towards her. 

Shal. That vou must Will you, upon good 
dowry, marry her? 248 

Slen. I will do a greater thing than that, upon 
your request, cousm, in any reason. 

Shal. Nay, conceive me, conceive me, sweet 
coz:whatIdo,istopleasureyou,coz. Can you 
love the maid? 253 

Slen. I will marry her, sir, at your request; 
but if there be no great love in uie beginning, 
yet heaven may decrease it upon better ac¬ 
quaintance, when we are married and have more 
occasion to know one another: I hope, upon 
familiarity will grow more contempt: but if you 
say, ‘Marry her,’ I will marry ber; that I am 
freely dissolved, and dissolutely. 261 

Eva. It is a fery discretion answer; save, the 
faui is in the ort ‘dissolutely:’ the ort is, ac¬ 
cording to our meaning,‘resolutely.’ His mean¬ 
ing is goot. 

Shal. Ay, I think my cousin meant well. 

, Slen. Ay, or else I would I might be hanged, 
la! 268 

Shal. Here comes fldr Mistress Anne. 
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Re-enter anne page. 

Would I were young for your sake, Mistress 

Anne. 

Anne. The dinner is on the table; my father 
desires your worships’ company. 273 

Shal. I will wait on him, fair Mistress Anne. 
Eva. Od’s plessed will! I will not be absence 
at the grace. 276 

f Exeunt shallow and EVANS. 
Anne. Wlll’t please your worship to come 
in, sir? 

Slen. No, I thank you, forsooth, heartily; I 
am very well. 280 

Anne. The dinner attends you, sir. 

Slen. I am not a-hungry, I thank you for¬ 
sooth. Go, sirrah, lot all you are my man, go 
wait upon my cousin Shallow. [Exit simple.] A 
justice of peace sometime may be beholding to 
his friend for a man. I keep but three men and 
a boy yet, till my mother be dead; but what 
though ? yet 1 hve like a poor gentleman 
bom. 189 

Anne. I may not go In without your worship: 
they will not sit till you come. 

Slen. I’ faith, I’ll eat nothing; I thank you 
as much as though I did. 

Anne. I pray you, sir, walk in. 394 

Slen. I had rather walk here, I thank you. I 
bruised my shin th’ other day with playing at 
sword and dagger with a master of fence; three 
veneys for a dish of stewed prunes;—and, by my 
troth. I cannot abide the smell of hot meat 
since. Why do your dogs bark so? be there 
bears i’ the town? 301 

Anne. I t hink there are, sir; I heard them 
talked of. 

Slen. I love the sport well; but I shall as 
soon quarrel at it as any man in England, 
You are afraid, if you see the bear loose, are 
you not? 

Anne. Ay, indeed, sir. 308 

Slen. That’s meat and drink to me, now: I 
have seen Sackerson loose twenty times, and 
have taken him by the chain; but, I warrant 
you, the women have so cried and shrieked at 
it, that it passed: but women, indeed, cannot 
abide ’em; they are very ill-favoured rough 
things. 313 

Re-enter page. 

Page. Come, gentle Master Slender, come; 
we stay for you. 

Slen. I’ll eat nothing, I thank you, sir. 
Page. By cock apd pie, you shall not choose, 
sir! come, come. 320 

Slen. Nay, pray you, lead the way. 

Page. Come on, sir. 

Slen. Mistress Anne, yourself shall go first. 

Anne. Not I, sir: pray you, keep on. 324 

Slen. Truly, I wul not go first: truly, lal I 
will not do you that wrong. 

Anne. I pray you, sir. 

Slen. I’ll father be unmannerly than trouble¬ 
some. You do yourself wrong, indeec la! 329 

lExeunt. 
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Sena II .—The Same. 

Biter m. HUGH Evans and simple. 


I l ACTI 

the waist two yards about; but I am now about 
no waste; lam about thrift. Briefly, I do mean 
to make love to Ford’s wife: I spy entertainment 


Eva. Go your ways, and ask of Doctor Caius* in her; she discourses, she carves, she gives the 
house, which is the way: and there dwells one leer ol invitation: lean construe the action of 
Mistress Quickly, which is in the manner of his her familiar style: and the hardest voiceoffer 
nurse, or his try nurse, or his cook, or his laun- behaviour, to be Wished righto-, is.^IamSir 
dry,his washer, and his wringer. S John FalstaffV 


Hawaii « 

Sim. Well, Mr. 

Eva. Nay, it is petter yet. Give her this let¬ 
ter; for it is a 'oman that altogether’s ac¬ 
quaintance with Mistress Anne Page: and the 
letter is, to desire and require her to solicit your 
master’s desires to Mistress Anne Page. I bray 
you, be gone: I will make an end of my 
dinner; there’s pippins and seese to come. 13 

1 Exeunt. 

Scene in. —A Room in the Garter Inn. 


Pist. He hath studied her well, and translated 
her well, out of honesty into English. 

Nym. The anchor is deep: will that humour 
pass) 

Fal. Now, the report goes she has all the rule 
of her husband’s purse; he hath a legion of 
angels, 

Fiat. As many devils entertain, and‘To her, 
boy,' say I. 60 

Nym. The humour rises; it is good: humour 

ma the «n gp.lf, 

Fal. I have writ me here a letter to her; and 
Enter falstapf. Host, bakdolph, nym, pistol, here another to Page’s wife, who even now gave 
and robin. me good eyes too, examined my parts with most 


judicious odiliades: sometimes the beam of her 
view gilded my foot, sometimes my portly belly. 
Pist. Then did the tun on dunghill shine. 68 
Nym. I thank thee for that humour. 

Fal. Ol she did so course o'er my exteriors 
with such a greedy intention, that the appetite 
of her eye did seem to scorch me up like a burn¬ 
ing-glass. Here's another letter to her: aim 
bears the purse too; she is a region in Guiana, 
all gold and bounty. I will be 'cheator to than 
both, and they shall be exchequers to me: they 
shall be my East and West Indies, and I will 

t Host. I hove spoke; let him foUow. [To bard'.] JSgfeSi p5S?2Sr eSSi 1 ^ 

see thee £th and lime: I am at a word; ^X^la^w^ve.^^ F °t 

I . Put. Shall I SirPandarus of Troy become, 


Fal. Mine host of the Garter! 

Host. What says my bully-rook? Speak scho¬ 
larly and wisely. 

Fal. Truly, mine host, I must turn away 
some of my followers. 5 

Host. Discard, buily Hercules; cashier: let 
them wag: trot, trot. 

Fal. I sit at ten pounds a week. s 

_Host. Thou’rtanemperor,Qesar,Keisar,and 
Pheezar. I will entertain Bardolph; he shall 
draw, he shall tap: said I well, bully Hector? 

Fal. Do so, good mine host. 


Fal. Bardolph, follow him. A tapster is a 
good trade: An oid cloak makes a new jerkin; a 
withered serving-man, afresh tapster. Go;adieu. 

Bard. It is a life that I have desired. 1 will 
thrive. 


And by my side wear steel? then, Lucifer 
take alii 

Nym. I will run no base humour: hem, take 
the humour-letter. I will keep the haviour of 


Pist. O base-Hungarian wight! wilt thou the re P“ t , 3 ?° n - . * 5 

spigot wield? [Exit bard, Fal. [ To bobin.] Hold, sirrah, bear you theae 

Nym. He was gotten in drink; is not the _ kttei* tightly: 
humour conceited ? 24 gad like my pinnace to these golden shores. 

Fal. I am glad I am so acquit of this tinder- Rogues, hence) avaunt! vanish like hailstones, 
box; his them were too open; his filching was 
like an unskilful singer; he kept not time. 

Nym. The good humour is to steal at a 
minim’s rest. 29 

Fist. ‘Convey,’the wise it call. ‘Stealt’foh! 
a fico for the phrase! 

Fal Well, sirs, I am almost out at heels. 33 
Fist. Why, then, let kibes ensue. 

Fal. There is no remedy; I must cony- 
catch, I must shift. 

Pist. Young ravens must have food. 36 
Fal. Which of you know Ford of this town? 

Pist. I ken the wight: be is of substance 
good. 

Fal. My honest lads, I will teQ you what I 
•mahout. 41 

Pist. Two yards, and more. 


go; 

Trudge, plod away o* the hoof; seek shelter, 
pack l 

Falstaff win learn the humour of this age, 
French thrift, you rogues: myself and skirted 
page. [ Exeunt FALSTAFF and ROSIN. 

Pist. Let vultures gripe thy guts! for gourd 
and fiiflam holds, es 

And high and low beguile the rich and poor. 
Tester I’ll have in pouch when thou shaft hick. 
Base Phrygian Turk! 

Nym. I have operations in my head, which 
be humours of revenge. 97 

Pist. Wilt thou revenge? 

Nym. By welkin and her start 
Pist. With wit or steel? roe 

Nym. With both the humours, I: 


Fal No quips now, Pistol! Indeed, I am in T win iHw^i fcmnj»m> «r iki» law xq page 
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Pitt. And I to Ford shall eke unfold 

How Falstaff, varlet vile, 104 
His dove will prove, his gold will hold. 
And his soft couch defile, 

Nym. My humour shall not cool: I will 
incense Page to deal with poison; I will possess 
him with yellowness, for the revolt of mine is 
dangerous: that is my true humour. no 
Put. Thou art the Mars of malcontents: I 
second thee; troop on. [Exeunt. 


Scene IV.— A Room In DOCTOR caius’s House. 

Enter MOTRESS QUICKLY and SIMPLE. 
Quick. What, John Rugby I— 

Enter rugby. 

I pray thee, go to the casement, and see if you 
can see my master. Master Doctor Caius, com¬ 
ing: if he do, i’ faith, and find anybody in the 
house, here will be an old abusing of God’s 
patience and the king’s English. 6 

Rug. I’ll go watch. 

Quick. Go; and we’ll have a posset for’t soon 
at night, in faith, at the latter end of a sea-coal 
fire. [Exit ruoby.] An honest, willing, kind 
fellow, as ever servant shall come in house 
withal; and, I warrant you, no tell-tale, nor 
no breed-bate: his 'worst fault is, that he is 
given to prayer; he is something peevish that 
way, but nobody but has his fault; but let that 
pass. Peter Simple you say your name is? 16 
Sim. Ay, for fault of a better. 

Quick. And Master Slender’s your master? 
Sim. Ay, forsooth. 

Quick. Does he not wear a great round beard 
like a glover’s paring-knife? 21 

Sim. No, forsooth: he hath but a little whey- 
face, with a little yellow beard—a cane-coloured 
beard. 24 

Quick. A softly-sprighted man, is he not? 
Sim. Ay, forsooth; but he is as tall a man of 
his hands as any is between this and his head: 
he hath fought with a wanener. 28 

Quick. Howsayyou?—Otlshouldremember 
him: does he not hold up his head, as it were, 
and strut in his gait? 

Sim. Yes, indeed, does he. 32 

Quick. Well, heaven send Anne Page no 
worse fortune! Tell Master Parson Evans I will 
do what I can for your master: Anne is a good 
gill, and I wish— 3® 

Re-enter rugby. 

Rug. Out, alas! here comes my master. 
Quick. We shall ail be sbent Run in here, 
good young man; go into this closet. sim¬ 

ple in the closet.] He will not stay long. What, 
John Rugby I John, what, John, 1 say! Go, John, 
go inquire for my master; I doubt he be not 
well, that he comes not home. [Exit rugby.] 

'And down, down, idowae,' Jtc. 44 
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Enter doctor caius. 

Caius. Vat is you sing? I do not like 
toys. Pray you, go and vetch me in my closet 
une boitine verde; a box, a green-a box: do in¬ 
tend vat I speak? a green-a box. 48 

Quick. Ay, forsooth; I’ll fetch it you. [Aside.] 
I am glad he went not in himself: if he had found 
theyoung man, he would have been horn-mad. 

Caius. Fe, fe, fe, fel ma foi, il fait fort 
chaud. Je m’en y ais d la cour,—la grande 
affaire. 54 

g uick. Is it this, sir? 
aius. Oui; mettez le au mon pocket; di- 
picket , quickly.—Vere is dat knave Rugby? 
Quick. What, John Rugbyl John I il 


Re-enter rugby. 

Rug. Here, sir. 

Caius. You are John Rugby, and you are 
Jack Rugby: come, take-a your rapier, and 
come alter my heel to de court. 

Rug. Tis ready, sir, here in the porch. 63 
Caius. By my trot, I tarry too long.—Od's 
met Qu'ayj'oubliiT dere Is some simples in my 
closet, dat I vill not for de varld I shall leave 
behind. 67 

Quick. [Aside.] Ay me! he'll find the young 
man there, and be mad. 

Caius. O diable! diable!\tA is in my closet? 
— Villain 1 larronl [Pulling simple out.] Rugby, 
my rapier! 72 

Quick. Good master, be content. 

Caius. Verefore shall 1 be content-a? 

Quick. The young man is an honest man. 
Caius. Vat shall de honest man do in my 
closet ? dere is no honest man dat shall come in 
my closet. 78 

Quick. I beseech you, be not so phlegmatic. 
Hear the truth of it: he came of an errand to 
me from Parson Hugh. «i 

Caius. Veil. 

Sim. Ay. forsooth, to desire her to— 

Quick. Peace, I pray you. 84 

Caius. Peace-a your tongue!—Speak-a your 
tale. 

Sim. Todesire this honest gentlewoman,your 
maid, to speak a good word to Mistress Anne 
Page for my master in the way of marriage. 8 » 
Quick. This is all, indeed, la! but I'll ne’er 
put my finger in the fire, and need not. 

Caius. Sir Hugh send-a you?—Rugby, baUtez 
me some paper: tarry you a little-a while. 93 

[Writes. 

Quick. I am glad he is so quiet: if he had 
been throughly moved, you should have heard 
him so loud, and so melancholy. But, notwith¬ 
standing, man. 111 do your master what good I 
can; and the very yea and the no is, the French 
doctor, my master,—I may call him my master, 
look you, for I keep his house; and I wash, 
wring, brew, bake, scour, dress meat and drink, 
make the beds, and do all myself,— 102 

Sim. Tis a great charge to come under one 
body's hand. 

Quick. An you a vis'd O’ that? you dull find 
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it a gnat charge: and to be up early and down next time we have confidence; and of other 
late; but notwithstanding,—to tell you in your wooers.__ _ 


ear,—I would have no words of it,—my master 
himself is in love with Mistress Anne Page: but 
notwithstanding that, I know Anne’s mind, 
that’s neither here nor there. in 

Cams. You jack’nape, give-a dis letter to 
Sir Hugh; by gar, it is a challenge: I vill cut 
his troat in de Park; and 1 vill teach a scurvy 
jack-a-nape priest to meddle or make. You may 
begone; it is not good you tarry here: by gar. 


Pent. Well, farewell; I am in great haste now. 

Quick. Farewelltoyciurworship.— [Exit fen- 
ton.] Truly, an honest gentleman: but Anne 
loves him not; for I know Anne’s mind as well 
as another does. Out upon’t! what have I 
forgot? [Exit. 


ACT n 

Scene I. —Before paqe's House. 

Enter mistress PAGE, with a Letter. 

Mrs. Page. What! have I’scaped love-letters 
in the holiday-time of my beauty, and ami now 


I vill cut all his two stones; by gar, he shall not 
have a stone to trow at his dog. [Exit simple. 

Quick. Alas! he speaks but for his friend. 119 
Caius. It is no matter-a for dat:—do not you 

tell-a me dat I shall have Anne Page for myself ? ___„_ 

By gar, I vill kill de Jack priest; and I have a subject for them? Let me see. 
appointed minehostofde/arrieretomeasure our 
weapon. By gar, I vill myself have Anne Page. 

Quick. Sir, the maid loves you, and all shall 
be well. We must give folks leave to prate: 
what, the good-jerl 127 

Caius. Rugby, come to the court vit me. By 
gar, if I have not Anne Page, I shall turn your 
head out of my door. Follow my heels, Rugby. 

_ I Exeunt caius and rugby. 

Quick. Y ou shall have An fool’s-head of your 
Own. No, I know Anne’s mind for that: never a 
woman in Windsor knows more of Anne’s mind 
than I do; nor can do more than I do with her, 

I thank heaven. 

Pent. [Within.] Who's within there? ho! 136 
Quick. Who’s there, I trow? Come near the 
house, I pray you. 


Enter fenton. 

Pent. Hownow,goodwoman !ho\vdostthou? 


Ask me no reason why 1 love you; for though 
Love use Reason for his physician, he admits him 
not for his counsellor. You are not young, no 
more am I; go to then, there’s sympathy; you 
are merry, so ara I; hal ha! then, there’s more 
sympathy; you love sack, and so do I; would you 
desire better sympathy? Let it suftice thee. Mis¬ 
tress Page, at the least, if the love of a soldier can 
suffice, that I love thee. I will not say, pity me,— 
’tis not a soldier-like phrase; but I say, love me. 
By me. 

Thine own true knight. 

By day or night, z6 

Or any kind of light. 

With all his might 
For thee to fight, 

John Falstaff. 

What a Herod of Jewry is this! O wicked, wicked 
world! one that is well-nigh worn to pieces with 
age, to show himself a young gallant! What an 
unweighed behaviour hath this Flemish drunk- 

_ . f _ --- ard picked, with the devil's name! out of my 

Quick. The better, that it pleases your good conversation, that he dares in this manner assay 
worship to ask. 141 me? Why. he hath not been thrice in my com- 

Fent. What news? how does pretty Mistress pany t What should 1 say to him? I was then 
Anne? frugal of my mirth:—heaven forgive me! Why, 

Quick. In truth; sir, and she is pretty, and Mi exhibit a bill in the parliament for the 
honest, and gentle; and one that is your friend, putting down of men. How shall I be revenged 
l ean tell you that by the way; I praise heaven on him? for revenged I will be, as sure as ms 
for it. guts arc made of puddings. 32 

Fent. Shall I do any good, thinkest thou? 

Shall I not lose my suit? 149 Enter mistress ford. 

Quick. Troth, sir, all is in his hands above; Mrs. Ford. Mistress Page! trust me. I was 
but notwithstanding. Master Fenton, I'll be going to your house. 

sworn on a book, she loves you. Have not your Mrs. Page. And, trust me, I was coming to 
worship a wart above your eye? 153 you. You look very ill. 3 6 

what °. f , that i , . M / s - For* Nay, f'U ne’er believe that: I have 
Quick. Well, thereby hangs a tale. Good to show to the contrary, 
faito, it is such another Nan; but, I detest, Mrs. Page. Faith, but you do, in my mind, 

an honest inaid as ever broke bread: we had Mrs.Ford. Well, 1 do then; yet, I sa/1 could 

8 . taMc ^ that wart ’ 1 »hall never laugh show you to the contrary. OjMistreas Page! 
but in that maid’s company;—but, indeed, she give me some counsel. L 

h0y “d musin ?’ What’s the matter, woman? 

y SKln’ W r U L 8 ?, t0 ' ... j „ * 81 ,Afrr. Ford. O woman, if it were not for one 

^“8 respect, I could come to such honour I as 


there’s money for thee; let me have thy voice in 
my behalf: if thou seest her before me, com¬ 
mend me. i 6 < 

Quick. Win I? i’ faith, that we will: and 
I will tell your worship more of the wart the 


““‘*6*£»i'“-4*w«iiuwjineiosucn n onouri 45 
Mrs. Page. Hang the trifle, woman; take the 
honour. What is it?—dispense with trifles;— 
what is it? 4 , 

Mrs. Ford. If I would but go to hell for an 
eternal moment or so, I could be lf»>tghi«A r 



scene 1 } 51 MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR 

Mrs. Page. What? thou liest. Sir Alice Fist. He wool both high and low, both rich 
Ford! These knights will hack; and so thou and poor, 

shouldst not alter the article of thy gentry. 53 Both young and old, one with another, Ford. 116 
Mrs. Ford. We bum daylight: here, read. He loves the galimaufry: Ford, perpend, 
read; perceive how I might be knighted. 1 Ford. Love my wife! 

shall think the worse of fat men as long as I Pist. With liver burning hot: prevent, or go 

have an eye to make difference of men’s liking: thou, 

and yet he would not swear; praised women’s Like Sir Actteon he, with Ringwood at thy 
modesty: and gave such orderly and well-behaved heels.— 

reproof to all uncomelinesa, that I would have O! odious is the name! us 

sworn his disposition would have gone to the Ford. What name, sir? 

truth of his words; but they do no more Pist. The horn, Isay. Farewell: 

adhere and keep place together than the Hun- Take heed; have open eye, for thieves do foot 
dredth Psalm to the tune of ‘Green Sleeves.’ by night: s*4 

What tempest, I trow, threw this whale, with so Take heed, ere summer comes or cuckoo-birds 
many tuns of oil in his belly, ashore at Windsor ? do sing. 

How shall I be revenged on him? I think, the Away, sir Corporal Nym! 
best way were to entertain him with hope, till the Believe it. Page: he speaks sense. [Exit. 
wicked fire of lust have melted him in his own Ford. [Aside.\ I will be patient: I will find 
grease. Did you ever hear the like? 7° out this. xs» 

Mrs. Page. Letter for letter, but that the Nym. [To PAGE.] And this is true; I like not 


the humour of lying. He hath wronged me in 
some humours: I should have borne the hu¬ 
moured letter to her, but I have a sword and it 
shall bite upon my necessity. He tores your 
wife; there’s the short and the long. My name 
is Corporal Nym; I speak, and I avouch ’tis 
true: my name is Nym, and Falstaff loves your 


name of Page and Ford differs! To thy great 
comfort in this mystery of ill opinions, here’s 
the twin brother of thy letter: but let thine 
inherit first; for, I protest, mine never shall. 

1 warrant, he hath a thousand of these letters, 
writ with blank space for different names, sure 

more, and these are of the second edition. He - 

will print them, out of doubt: for he cares not wife. Adieu. I love not the humour of bread 
what he puts into the press, when he would put and cheese; and there's the humour of it. 
ui two: I had rather be a giantess, and lie under Adieu. _, . [£*«<• 

Mount Pelion. Well, I will find you twenty Page. [Aside.] ‘The humour of it, quoth a! 
lascivious turtles ere one chaste man, 83 here’s a fellow frights humour out of his wits. 14a 


Mrs.Ford. Why, this is the veiy same; the ve 
hand, the very words. What doth he think of u 


; the very 

_ nkofus? 

Mrs. Page. Nay, I know not: it makes me 
almost ready to wrangle with mine own honesty. 
I’ll entertain myself like one that I am not 
acquainted withal; for, sure, unless he know 


Ford. I will seek out Falstaff. 

Page. I never heard such a drawling, affect¬ 
ing rogue. 1 43 

Ford. If I do find it: well. 

Page. I will not believe such a Catalan, 
though the priest o’ the town commended him 


some strain in me, that I know not myself, he for a true man. M# 

would never hare boarded me in this fury. Ford. VTwas a good sensible fellow: well. 


Mrs.Ford. Boarding call you it? I’ll be sure 
to keep him above deck. 93 

Mrs. Page. So will I: if he come under my 
hatches, I’D never to sea again. Let’s be re¬ 
venged on him: let’s appoint him a meeting; 
give him a show of comfort in his suit, and lead _,...... - 

him on with a fine-baited delay, till he hath Get you home, go. r J 7 

pawned his horses to mine host of the Garter. 99 Mrs. Ford. Faith, thou hast somecrotcbets 

Mrs. Ford. Nay, I will consent to act any vil- in tty head now. Will you go, Mistress Page? 
lany against him, that may not sully the chari- Mrs. Page. Have with you. You 11 come to 
ness of Our honesty. O, tbatmyhusbandsawthis dinner, George? [Aside to MRS. ford.] Look, 


Page. How now, Meg! 

Mrs. Page. Whither go you, George?—Hark 
you. _ , ij 3 

Mrs. Ford. How now, sweet Frank! why art 
thou melancholy? . . . 

Ford. I melancholy! I am not melancholy. 


letter! it wovdd_give eternal food to his jealousy. 

Mrs. Page. Why, look, where he comes; and 
my good man too: he’s as far from jealousy, as 
I am from giving him cause; and that, I tope, 
is an unmeasurable distance. 

Mrs.Ford. You are the happier woman. 108 
Mrs. Page. Let’s consult together against 
this greasy knight. Come hither. [They retire. 

Enter ford, pistol, page, and NYM. 

Ford. Well, I hope it be not so. 


who comes yonder: she shall be our messenger 
to this paltry knight, 

Mrs. Ford. Trust me, I thought on her: 
she’ll fit it Us 

Enter mistress quickly. 

Mrs.Page. You are come to see my daughter 
Anne? 

Quick. Ay, forsooth; and, I pray, tow does 
good Mistress Anne ? 169 

Mrs.Page. Go in with us, and see: we’d have 


_,PIst. Hope la a curtal dog in some affairs: m an hour's, talk w ith yo u. 

Sir John affects tty wife. [Exeunt mistress pack, mistress ford. 

Ford. Why, sir, my wife is not young. and mistress quickly. 
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[act a 


Page. How now. Master Ford! 17s 

Ford. You beard what tbit knave told me, 
did you not? 

Page. Yes; and you heard what the other 
told me? 176 

Ford. Do you think there is truth in them? 
Page. Hang ’em. slaves! I do not think the 
knight would offer it: but these that accuse him 
in lus intent towards our wives, are a yoke of bis 
discarded men; very rogues, now they be out of 
service. 

Ford. Were they his men? 

Page. Marry, were they. tt4 

Ford. I like it never the better for that 
Does he lie at the Carter? 

Page. Ay, many, does he. If he should 
intend this voyage towards my wife, I would 
turn her loose to him; and what he gets more 
of her than sharp words, let it lie on my head. 

Ford. I do not misdoubt my wife, but I 
would be loath to turn them together. A man 
may be too confident: I would have nothing ‘ lie 
on my head: ’ I cannot be thus satisfied. 194 
Page. Look, where my ranting host of the 
Carter comes. There is either liquor in his 
pate or money in his purse when he looks 
so merrily.— i»s 

Enter Host and shallow. 

How now, mine host! 

Host. How now, bully-rook! thou’rt a gentle¬ 
man. Cavaliero-justice, I say! soz 

Shal. Ifollow.minehost.lfollow. Good even 
and twenty, goodMasterPage! Mas terPage, will 
you go with us? we have sport in hand. 204 

Host. Tell him, cavaliero-justice; tell him, 
bully-rook. 

Shal. Sir, there is a fray to be fought between 
Sir Hugh the Welsh priest and Caius the French 
doctor. aoe 

Ford. Good mine host o’the Garter, a word 
with you. 

Host. What sayest thou, my bully-rook? 213 
f They go aside. 
Shat. [To PAGE.] Will you go with us to 
behold it? My merry host hath had the measur¬ 
ing of their weapons, and, I think, hath ap¬ 
pointed than contrary places; for, believe me, I 
hear the parson is no jester. Hark, I will tell 
you what our sport shall be. [They go aside. 

, Host. Hast thou no suit against my knight, 
my guest-cavalier? 220 

Ford. None, I>protest: but FU give you a 
pottle of burnt sack to give roe recourse to him 
and teU him my name is Brook, only for a jest. 

Host. My hand, bully: thou shalthave egress 
and regress: said I well? and thy name shall be 
Brook. It is a merry knight Will you go, 
mynheers? 

Shal. Have with you, mine host aas 

Page. I have heard, the Frenchman hath 
good aUU in his ruder. 

Shal. Tut sir! I could have told you more. 
In these times you stand on distance, your 
passes, stoocadtKs, and I know not what: *tis 
die heart Master Page; ’tie hoe, ’da hem. I 


have seen the time with nw long sword I would 
have made you four tall fellows tv:>;Ukerats. 236 
Host. Hem, boys, hem, here! shah we wag? 
Page. Have with you. I had rather hear 
them scold rhan fight 

[£xeunf Host SHALLOW, and page. 
Ford. Though Page be a secure fool, and 
stands so firmly on his wife's frailty, yet I cannot 
put off my opinion so easily. She was in his 
company at Page’s house, and what they made 
there, I know not Well, I will look further 
into’t; and I have a disguise to sound Falstaff. 
If I find her honest I lose not my labour; if she 
be otherwise, 'tis labour well bestowed. [Exit. 


Scene n .—A Room 1 1 the Garter Inn. 
Enter PALSTAPP and PISTOL. 

Fat. I will not lend thee a penny. 

Fist.. Why, then the world s mine oyster. 
Which I with sword will open. 

I will retort the sum in equipage. 4 

Fal. Not a penny. I have beat content sir, 
you should lay my countenance to pawn: I have 
grated upon my good friends for three reprieves 


baboons. I am damned In hell for swearing to 
gentlemen my friends, you were good soldiers 
and tall fellows; and when Mistress Bridget lost 
the handle ofher fan, I took’t upon mine honour 
thou hadst it not. 24 

Pist. Didst thou not share? hadst thou not 
fifteen pence? 

FaL Reason, you rogue, reason: thinkest 
thou. I’ll endanger my soul gratis? At a word, 
hang no more about me: I am no gibbet for you, 
go: a short knife and a throng!—to your manor 
of Pickt-hatch! go. You’ll not bear a letter far 
me,you rogue!—you stand upon your honour 1 — 
Why, thou unconfinable baseness, it is as much 
as lean do to keep the terms of mine honour 
precise. I, I, I, myself sometimes, leaving the 
fear of God on the left hand and hidingmlne 
honour in my necessity, am fain to shuffle, to 
hedge and to lurch; and yet you, rogue, will 
ensconce your rags, your cat-a-mountam looks, 
your red-lattice phrases, and your bold-beating 
oaths, under the shelter of your honour! You 
will not do it, you! 

Pist. I do relent: what wouldst thou more 
of man? 32 

filter bohn. 

Rob. Sir, here’s a woman would speak with 
you. 

Fal. Let her approach. 

Enter mbibbss quickly. 

Quick. Give y o or worship good morrow, 

Fal. Good morrow, good wife. 

Quick. Not so. an't please your warship. 

Fat. Good maid, then. 

Quick, ni be sworn 40 

As my mother was, the first hour I was bon. 
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Fal . I do believe the s we arer . What with me? upon a man: surely, I think you have chums. 
Quick. Shalll vouchsafe your worshipaword la; yes. in truth. 109 

two? 44 Fal. Not I, I assure thee: setting the attraction 


or two} 44 Fof. Not I, I assure thee: setting the attraction 

Fal. Two thousand, fair woman; and Til of my good para aside, I have no other charms, 
vouchsafe thee the hearing. Quick. Blessing on your heart for ’tl 11s 

Quick. There is one Mistress Ford, sir, — I Fal. But, 1 pray thee, tell me this: has Ford’s 
pray, come a little nearer this ways:—I myself wife and Page's wife acquainted each other how 
dwell with Master Doctor Caiua. 49 they love me ? 115 

Fat. Well, on: Mistress Ford, you say,— . Quick. That were a jest indeed! they have 

Quick. Your worship says very true:—I pray not so little grace, I hope: that were a trick, 
your worship, come a little nearer this ways. 51 indeed! But Mistress Page would desire you to 
Fal. I warrant thee, nobody hears; mine own send her your little page, of ail loves: her hus- 
people, mine own people. band has a marvellous infection to the little 


people, mine own people. 

Quick. Are they so} God bless them, and 
make them his servants! 36 

Fal. Well: Mistress Ford; what of her} 


band has a marvellous infection to the little 
page; and, truly.Master Page is an honest man. 
Never a wife in Windsor leads a better life than 
she does: do what she will, say what she will. 


Quick. Marry, this is the short and the long pass; no remedy, 
'it. You have brought her into such a canarhs Fal. Why, I will. 


ofit. You have brought her into such a canaries 
as ’ds wonderful: the best courtier of them all. 


lay, but do so, then: and. look you, 


when the court lay at Windsor, could never have he may-come and go between you both; and in 
brought her to such a canary; yet there has been any case have a nay-word, that you may know 
knights, and lords, and gentlemen, with their one " 


another’s mini 


^ __ f ___ _ _ _ _and the boy never need to 

coaches', I warrant you, coach after coach, letter understand any thing; for ’tis not good that 
after letter, gift after gift; smelling so sweetly— children shouldltnow any wickedness: old folks, 
all musk, and so ruskUng, I warrant you, in lilk you know, have discretion, as they say, ana 
and and in such alligant terms: and in know the world. 117 

such wine and sugar of thebest and the fairest, Fal. Fare thee well: commend me to them 
that would have won any woman’s herfrt; and, I both. There’s my purse; I am yet thy debtor^- 
warrantyou, they could never get an eye-wink of Boy, go along with this woman.— [Exeunt mis- 


nu i mi e a . auu au luouimg, s noiiam JWU) rues eum. vvu auvff| ajss 

and gold; and in such alligant terms; and in know the wor 
such wine and sugar of the best and the fairest, Fal. Fare tl 
that would have won any woman’s herfrt; and, I both. There’s 
warren tyou, they could never get an eye-wink of Boy, go along 


her.. I had myself twenty angels given me this tress quickly and ROBIN.] This news dia- 
moming; but I defy all angels, in any such sort, tracts me. 14s 

as they say, but in the way of honesty: and, I Fist. This punk is one of Cupid’s carriers. 
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pensioners ;but,I warrantyau,aflis one with her. Fal. Sayest thou so. old lack} go thy ways; 

Fal. But what says she to me} be brief, my 1*11 make more of thy old body than I have done, 
good she-Mercury. 83 Will they yet look after time} Wilt thou, after 

Quick. Marry, she hath received your letter; the expense of so much money, be now a gainer ? 
for the which she thanks you a thousand times: Good body, 1 thank thee. Let them say ’tis 
and she gives you to notify that her husband grossly done; so it be fairly done, no matter. 151 
will be absence from his house b e t we en ten and 

^Fb^Ten and eleven} ** filler bardolph, with a cup 0 / Sack . 
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Ford. Sir, I am a gentleman that have ipent FaL To what purpose have you unfolded this 
much: my name is Brook. 169 tome? 233 

Fal. Good Master Brook, I desire more ac- Ford. When I have told you that, I have told 
quaintance of you. you all. Somesay.thatthoughsheappearhonest 

Ford. Good Sir John, I sue for yours: not to to me, yet in other places she enlargeth her 
charge you; for I must let you understand I mirth so far that there is shrewd construction 

think myself in better plight for a lender than made of her. Now, Sir John, here is the heart 

you are: the which hath something emboldened of my purpose: you are a gentleman of excel- 
me to this unseasoned intrusion; for, they say, lent breeding, admirable discourse, of great ad- 
“ I 5 0 , ne ,y 8 ° before, all ways do lie open. 177 mittance, authentic in your place anti person, 
Fal. Money is a good soldier, sir, and will generally allowed for your many war-like, court- 
h_ . _ _ Eke, and learned preparations. 

Fal. 0 ,sirl 244 


on. 

Ford. Troth, and I have a bag of money here 
ttowbles me: if you will help to bear it. Sir 
John, take all, or half, for easing me of the car* 
riage. 183 

Fal. Sir, I know not how I may deserve to be 
your porter. 

Ford. I will tell you, sir, if you will give me 
the hearing. 

Fal. Speak, good Master Brook; I »hail be 
glad to be your servant 189 

Ford. Sir, I hear you are a scholar,- 
brief with you. and you have been a 


-I will be _ 

brief with you, and you have been a man long self very preposterously. : 

known tome, thoughlhadneversogoodmeans, Ford. O, understand my drift. She dwells 


preparations. 

Ford. Relieve it, for you know it There is 
money; spend it, spend it; spend more; spend 
all I have; only give me so much of your time 
in exchange of it, as to lay an amiable siege to 
the honesty of this Ford’s wife: use your art of 
wooing, win her to consent to you; if any man 
may, you may as soon as any. 251 

Fal. Would it apply well to the vehemency 
of your affection, that I should win what you 
would enjoy? Methinks you prescribe to your- 
' 255 

SO 


as desire, to make myself acquainted with you. securely on the excellency of her honour, that 
I shall discover a thing to-you, wherein I must thefolly of my soul dares not present itself: she 
very much lay open mine own imperfection ;but, is too bright to be looked against. Now.couldl 


good Sir John, as you have one eye upon my 
follies, as you hear them unfolded, turn another 
into the register of your own, that I may pass 
with a reproof the easier, sith you yourselfknow 
how easy it is to be such an offender. 

Fal. Very well, sir; proceed. 

Ford. There is a gentlewoman in this town, 
her husband’s name is Ford. 

Fal. Well, sir. 204 

Ford. I have long loved her, and, I protest 
to you, bestowed much on her; followed her 
with a doting observance; engrossed oppor¬ 
tunities to meet her; fee’d every slight occasion 
that could but niggardly give me sight of her; 


come to her with any detection in my hand, my 
desires had instance and argument to commend 
themselves: I could drive her then from the ward 
of her purity, her reputation, her marriage-vow, 
200 and a thousand other her defences, which now 
are too-too strongly embattled against me. 
What say you to’t, Sir John? 26s 

Fal. Master Brook, I will first make bold with 
your money; next, give me your hand; and 
last, as I am a gentleman, you shall, if you will, 
enjoy Ford’s wife. 

Ford. O good sir! 

Fal. I say you shall. 272 

Ford. Want no money, Sir John; you shall 


hot only bought many presents to give her, but want none, 
have given largely to many to know what she Fal. Want no Mistress Ford, Master Brook; 
would have given. Briefly, I have pursued her you shall want none. I shall be with her, I may 
as love hath pursued me; which hath been on tell you, by her own appointment; even as you 
the wing of all occasions. But whatsoever I have came in to me, her assistant or go-between 
merited, either in my mind or in my means, parted Born me: I say I shall be with her be- 
meed, I am sure, I have received none; unless tween ten and eleven; for at that time the jea- 
experience be a jewel that I have purchased at lous rascally knave her husband will be forth, 
an infinite rate; and that hath taught me to Come you to me at night; you shall know how I 
say this, speed. 2S3 

Ford. I am blest In your acquaintance. Do 
you know Ford, sir? 

Fal. Hang him, poor cuckoldly knave I I 
know him not Yet I wrong him, to call him 
poor: they say the jealous wittolly knave hath 
masses of money; for the which his wife seems 
to me well-favoured. I will use her as the key of 
the cuckoldly rogue's coffer; and there’s my 
harvest-home. 092 

_ . „ . .. Ford. I would you knew Ford, sir, that you 

FaL Of what quality waayourlove, then? aaS might avoid him, if you saw him. 

Ford. Like a fair bouse built upon another Fal. 
man’s ground; so that I have lost my edifice by I will staie hlm out of his wits; I will awe him 
mists king the place where I erected it. with my cudgel: it dmii hang Hk#. 1 rr^f ^rr o’er 


Low like e shadow flies when subsumes low pur¬ 
sues; 220 

Pursuing that that flies, end flying whet pursues. 

Fal. Have you received no promise of satis-, 
faction at her hands? 

Ford. Never. 224 

Fal. Have you importuned her to such a 
purpose? 

Ford. Never. 
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the cuckold's horns. Master Brook, thou shalt 
know I will predominate over the peasant, and 
thou shalt lie with his wife. Come to me soon at 
night. Ford's a knave, and I will aggravate his 
style; thou. Master Brook, shalt know him for 
knave and cuckold. Come to me soon at night. 

[fcjdr. 

Ford. What a damned Epicurean rascal is 
this I My heart is ready to crack with impatience. 
Who says this is improvident jealousy ? my wife 
hath sent to him, the hour is fixed, the match is 
made. Would any man have thought this? See 
the hell of having a false woman! My bed shall 
be abused, my coffers ransacked, my reputation 
gnawn at; and I shall not only receive this 
viilanous wrong, but stand under the adoption 
of abominable terms, and by him that does me 
this wrong. Terms! names! Amaimon sounds 
well; Lucifer, well; Barbason, well; yet they 
are devil’s additions, the names of fiends: but 
Cuckold! Wittol!—Cuckold! the devil himself 
hath not such a name. Page is an ass, a secure 
ass: he will trust his wife; he will not be jealous. 
I will rather trust a Fleming with my butter. 
Parson Hugh the Welshman with my cheese, an 
Irishman with my aqua-vitae bottle, or a thief to 
walk my ambling gelding, than try wife with her¬ 
self: then she plots, then she ruminates, then she 
devises; and what they think in their hearts 
they may effect, they will break their hearts but 
they will effect. God be praised for my jea¬ 
lousy! Eleven o’clock the hour: I will prevent 
this, detect my wife, be revenged on Falstaff, and 
laugh at Page. I will about it; better three 
hours too soon than a minute too late. Fie, fie, 
fie! cuckold! cuckold! cuckold! {Exit. 


Scene HI.—/* Field near Windsor. 

Enter CAIUS and RUGBY, 

Caius. Jack Rugby I 
Rug. Sir? 

Caius. Vat is de clock. Jack? 

Rug. Tis past the hour, sir, that Sir Hugh 
promised to meet. 5 

Caius. By gar, he has save his soul, dat he is 
no come: he has pray his Pible veil, dat he is no 
come. By gar, Jack Rugby, he is dead already, 
if he be come. .9 

Ri«g. He is wise, sir; he knew your worship 
would kill him, if he came. 

Caius. By gar, de herring is no dead so as I 
vill kill him. Take your rapier, Jack; I vill tell 
you how I vill kill him. 

Rug. Alas, sir! I cannot fence. 

Cams. Villany, take your rapier. 16 

Rug. Forbear; here's company. 


Enter Hmt, shallow, slender, and page. 
Hast. Bless thee, bully doctor! 

Shal. Save you, Master Doctor Caius I 
Page. Now, good Master doctor! so 
Slen. Give you good morrow, sir. 

Caius. Vat be all you, one, two, tree, four, 
come for? 


Host. To see thee fight, to see thee foin, to 
see thee traverse; to see thee here, to see thee 
there; to see thee pass tby punto. 'ti v stock, thy 
reverse, thy distance, thy montanL Is he dead, 
my Ethiopian? is he dead, my Francisco? ha, 
bully! What says my .-Esculapius ?piy Galen? 
my heart of elder? ha! is he dead, bully stale? 
Is he dead? ■, 31 

Caius. By gar, he is de coward Jack priest of 
de vorld; he is not show his face. 

Host. Thou art a Castilian King Urinal 1 
Hector of Greece, my boy! 35 

Caius. I pray you, bear vitness that me have 
stay six or seven, two, tree hours for him, and 
he is no come. 38 

Shal. He is the wiser man, Master doctor: 
he is a curer of souls, and you a curer of 
bodies; if you should fight, you go against the 
hair of your professions. Is it not true, Master 
Page? 43 

Page. MasterShallow.youhaveyourselfbeen 
a great fighter, though now a man of peace. 

Shal. Bodykins, Master Page, though I now 
be old and of the peace, if I see a sword out, my 
finger itches to make one. Though we are jus¬ 
tices and doctors and churchmen. Master Page, 
we have some salt of our youth in us; we are 
the sons of women. Master Page. 

Page. ’Tis true. Master Shallow. j» 

Shal. It will be found so. Master Page. Mas¬ 
ter Doctor Caius, I am come to fetch you home. 
I am sworn of the peace: you have showed 
yourself a wise physician, and Sir Hugh hath 
shown himself a wise and patient churchman. 
You must go with me, Master doctor. 

Host. Pardon, guest-justice.—A word, Mon¬ 
sieur Mockwater. eo 

Caius. Mock-vater! vat is dat? 

Host. Mock-water, in our English tongue, is 
valour, bully. 

Caius. By gar, den, I have as mush mock- 
vater as de Englishman.—Scurvy jack-dog 
priestl by gar, me vill cut his ears. 

Host. He will clapper-claw Ihee tightly, bully. 
Caius. Clapper-de-claw! vat is dat? 6 S 
Host. That is, he will make thee amends. 
Caius. By gar, me do look, he shall clapper- 
de-claw me; for, by gar, me vill have it. 

Host. Andlwill provoke him to’t, or let him 
wag. 73 

Caius. Me tank you for dat. 

Host. And moreover,—bully. But first, Master 
guest, and Master Page, and eke Cavaliero Slen¬ 
der, go you through the town to Frogmore. 77 
(Aside to them. 

Page. Sir Hugh is there, is he? 

Host. He is there: see what humour he is in; 
and I will bring tire doctor about by the fields. 
WiU it do well? St 

Shat. We will do it. 

Page, Shal., and Slen. Adieu, good Master 
doctor. [Exeunt page, shal., and slen. 

Caius. By gar, me vill kill de priest; for he 
speak for a jack-an-ape to Anne Page. ss 

Host. Let him die. Sheathe thy impatience; 
throw cold water on thy choler: go about the 
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Adda with me through Frogmoro: I will bring 
thee where Mistress Anne Page is, at a farm¬ 
house a-feasting; and thou shaft woo her. Cried 
I aim? said I well? 9 * 

Caius. By gar, me tank you for dat: by gar, 
I love you; and 1 shall procure-a you de good 
guest, de earl, de knight, de lords, at gentlemen, 
my patients. 9& 

Host. For the which I will be thy adversary 
toward Anne Page: said I well? 

Caius. By gar, ’ds good; veil said. 

Host. Let us wag, then. too 

Caius. Come at my heels, Jack Rugby. 

[Exeunt. 

ACT IH 

Scene I .—A Field near Frogmore. 

Enter UK HUGH evans and SIMPLE. 

Eva. I pray you now, good Master Slender’s 
serving-man, and friend Simple by your name, 
which way have you looked for Master Caius, 
that calls himself doctor of physic? 4 

Sim. Many, sir, the pittie-ward, the park- 
ward, every way; old Windsor way, and every 
way but the town way. 

Eva. I most fehemently desire you you will 
also look that way. 9 

Sim. I will, sir. {Exit. 

Eva. Pless my soul! how full of chollors l am, 
and trampling of mindl I shall be glad if he 
have deceived me. How melancholies 1 ami I 
will knog his urinals about his knave’s costard 
when I have goot opportunities for the 'ork: 
pleas my soul! [Sings. 

To shallow rivers, to whose falls 17 

Melodious birds sing madrigals: 

There will we make our peds ol roses. 

And a thousand fragrant posies. 20 

To shallow— 

Mercy on me 11 have a great dispositions to cry. 

[Sings. 

Melodious birds sing madrigals.— 

When as I sat in Pabyion,— 24 

And a thousand vagram posiea. 

Tn shallow,— 

Re-enter SIMPLE. 

Sim. Yonder he is coining, this way, SirHugh. 
Eva. He’s welcome. [Singr. 

To shallow rivers, to whose falls— 29 

Heaven prosperthe right!—what weapons is he ? 

Sim. No weapons, sir. There comes my 
master, Master Sha<. ow, and another gentleman, 
from Frogmore, over the stile, this way. 3} 
Eva. Pray you, give me my gown; or else 
keep it in your arms. [Reads in a book. 

Enter paoe, shallow, and slender. 

Shal. How now, Master Parson! Good 
morrow, good Sir Hugh. Keep a gamester from 
the dice, and a good student from his book, and 
S is wonderful. 

Slen. [Aside.] Ah, sweet Anne Page! 40 
Page. Save you, good Sir Hugh! 

Eva. Tien you from I*' 

Tool 


1 His mercy sake, ail of 


Shal. What, the sword and the word! de 
you study them both, Master Parson? 45 
Page. And youthful still in your doublet 
and hose! this raw rheumatic day? 

Eva. There is reasons and causes for it 48 
Page. We are come to you to do a good 
office. Master parson. 

Eva. Fray well: what is it? 

Page. Yonder is a most reverend gentleman, 
who,beiike having received wrong by some per¬ 
son, is at most odds with bis own gravity and 
patience that ever you saw. 55 

Shal. I have lived fourscore yean and up¬ 
ward; I never heard a man of his place, gravity, 
and learning, so wide of his own respect. 

Eva. What is he? 

Page. I think you know him: Master Doctor 
Caius, the renowned French physician. 61 

Eva. Got’s will, and his passion of my heart! 
I had as lief you would mil me of a mess of 
porridge. 64 

Page. Why? 

Eva. He has no more knowledge in Hibbo- 
crates and Galen,—and be is a knave besides: a 
cowardly knave as you would desires to be 
acquainted withal. 

Page. I warrant you, he’s the man should 
fight with him. 

Slen. [Aside. 1 O, sweet Anne Page! 7s 

Shal. It appears so, by his weapons. Keep 
them asunder: here comes Doctor Caius. 

Enter Host, CAIUS, and rugby. 

Page. Nay, good Master parson, keep in your 
weapon. 76 

Shal. So do you, good Master doctor. 

Host. Disarm thran, and let them question: 
let them keep their limbs whole and hack our 

^ n $aiuj. I pray you, let-a me speak a word vit 
your ear: vererore vill you not meet-a me? 

Eva. [Aside to Caius.] Pray you, use your 
patience: in good time. 84 

Caius. By gar, you are de coward, de Jack 
dog. John ape. 

Eva. [Aside to Caius.] Pray you, let us not 
be laughing-stogs to other men’s humours; I 
desire you m friendship, and I will one way or 
other make you amends; [Aloud. J I will knog 
your urinals about your knave's cogscomb for 
missing your meetings and appointments. 

Caius. Diablel —Jack Rugby,—mine host de 
Jarretierre ,—have I not stay for him to kin 
him? have I not, at de place I did appoint? 

£vu. As I am a Christians soul, now, look you, 
this is the place appointed: I’ll be Judgment by 
mine host of the Garter. 

Host. Peace,Isay,GalliaandGuallia;French 
and Welsh, soul-curer and body-curerl 100 
Caius. Ay, dat ia very good; **™ii>nt, 

Host. Pearo, I say I hear miws host at five 
Garter. Am I polk*,.? am I subtle? am I a 
Machiavel? Shall I lose my doctor? no; he 
gives me the potions and the motions. sb»n I 
bsemy person, my priest, my Sir Hugh? no; 
be gives me the proverbs and the no-verbs. Gin 



ions i] 57 MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR 

me thy hand, terrestrial; so‘—give me thy hand, -r.y wife, and Falstaff’s boy with her. A man may 
celestial; so. Boys of ait, l have deceived you hear this shower sing in the wind: and Fal- 
both; I have directed you to wrong places: staff’s boy with her 1 Good plots! they are laid; 
your hearts are mighty, your skins are whole, itnd our revolted wives share damnation to- 
and let burnt sack be the issue. Come, lay their gether. Well; 1 will take him, then torture my 
swords to pawn. Follow me, lads of peace; wife, pluck the borrowed veil of modesty from 
follow, follow, follow. 114 thesoseemingMistressPage.divulgePagehim- 

Shat. Trust me, a mad host!—Follow, gentle- self for a secure and wilful Action; and to 
men, follow. these violent proceedings all my neighbours 

Slen. {Aside.} O, sweet Anne Page! shall cry aim. [ Clock suites.] The clock gives 

[Exeunt shallow, slender, page, and Host, me my cue. and my assurance bids me search; 
Caius. Ha! do I perceive dat? have you there I shall find Falstaff. I shall be rather 
make-a de sot of us, ha, ha? 119 praised for this than mocked j_for it is as posi- 

Eva. This is well; he has made us his vlout- 
ing-stog. I desire you that we may be friends 
and let us knog our prains together to be revenge 
on this same seal], scurvy, cogging companion, 
the host of the Garter. 104 

Caius. By gar, vit all ray heart. He promise 
to bring me vere is Anne Page: by gar, he 
deceive me too. 

Era. Well, I will smite his noddles. Pray 
you, follow. [Exeunt. 

Scene n .—A Street in Windsor. 

Enter mistress page and robin. 

Mrs. Page. Nay, keep your way, little gallant: 
you were wont to be a follower, but now you 
are a leader. Whether had you rather lead 
mine eyes, or eye your master’s heels 7 4 

Rob. I had rather, forsooth, go before you 
like a man than follow him like a dwarf. 

Mrs. Page. O! you are a flattering boy: now 
I see you’d be a courtier. 8 

Enter ford. 


piaiscu iui uua uuiti uiuvacu , iv/i el jo uo 

tive as the earth is firm, that Falstaff is there: 

I will go. ja 

Enter page, shallow, slender, Host, sn 
HUGH EVANS, CAIUS, and RUGBY. 

Page, Shal., Ac. Well met, Master Ford. 
Ford. Trust me, a good knot. I have good 
cheer at home; and I pray you all go with me. 
Shal. I must excuse myself. Master Ford. 36 
Slen. And so mustl, sir: we have appointed to 
dine with Mistress Anne, and I would not break 
with her for more money than I’ll speak of. 

Shal. We have lingered about a march be¬ 
tween Anne Page and my cousin Slender, and 
this day we shall have our answer. 

Slen. I hope I have your good will, lather 
Page. <4 

Page. Yon have, Master Slender; I stand 
wholly for you: but my wife. Master doctor, is 
for you altogether. 

Caius. Ay, by gar; and de maid Is love-a me: 
my nursh-a Quickly tell me so mush. 69 
Host. What say you to young MasterFenton ? 

~—- he capers, he dances, he has eyes of youth, he 

Ford. Well met. Mistress Page. Whither go writes verses, he speaks holiday, he smells April 
you? and May the will carry’t, he will carry’t;’tis in 

Mrs. Page. Truly, sir, to see your wife: is his buttons; he will carry’t. 74 

she at home 7 ’is Page. Not by my consent, I promise you. The 

Ford. Ay; and as idle as she may hang to- gentleman is of no having: he kept company 

g ether, for want of company. 1 think, if your with the wild prince and Pointz; he is of too 
usbands were dead, you two would many. high a region; he knows too much. No, he 
Mrs. Page. Be sure of that,—two other shall not knit a knot in his fortunes with the 
husbands. >7 finger of my substance: if he take her, let him 

Ford. Where had you this pretty weather- take her simply; the wealth I have waits on my 
cock? consent, and my consent goes not that way. 8 a 

Mrs. Page. 1 cannot tell what the dickens Ford. I beseech you heartily, some of you go 
his name is my husband had him of. What do home with me to dinner: besides your cheer, you 
you call your knight’s name, sirrah? shall have sport; 1 will show you a monster. 

Sob. Sir John Falstaff. Master doctor, you shall go; so shall you, 

Ford. Sir John Falstaff! *4 Master Page: and you. Sir Hugh. 

Mrs. Page. He, he; I can never hit on’s Shal. Well, fare you well: we shall have the 
name. There is such a league between my good freer wooing at Master Page’s. 89 

man and he! Is your wire at home indeed? [Exeunt shallow and slender. 

Ford. Indeed she is. a8 Caius. Cm home, John Rugby; I come anon. 

Mrs. Page. By your leave, sir: I am sick till * u °by. 

I see her. [Exeunt mistress page and robin. Host. Farewell, my hearts: I will to my 
Ford. Has Page any brains? hath he any honest knight Falstaff, and drink canary with 
eyes? hath he any thinking? Sure, they sleep: him. _ . _ . 

he hath no use of them. Why, this boy will Ford. [Aside.] ! think I shall drink in pipe- 
carry a letter twenty mile, as easy as a cannon urine first with him; I ll make him dance. Win 

will shoot point-blank twelve score. He pieces you go^gentlre? _ 9 * 

out his wife’s inclination; he gives her folly All. Have with you *0 sen this monster, 
motion and advantage: and bow she’s going to [Exeunt. 
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[act m 


Scene HI.— A Room in ford’s House. 
Enter mistress ford and mistress fade. 
Mrs. Ford. What, John! what, Robert! 
Mrs. Page. Quickly, quickly:—Is the buck- 
basket— 

Mrs. Ford. I warrant. What, Robin, I say! 4 


Enter Servants with a Basket. 

Mrs. Page. Come, come, come. 

Mrs. Ford. Here, set it down. 

Mrs. Page, Give your men the charge; we 
must be brief. 8 

Mrs. Ford. Marry, as I told you before, John, 
and Robert, be ready here hard by in the brew- 
house; and when 1 suddenly call you, come 
forth, and without any pause or staggering, take 
this basket on your shoulders: that done, trudge 
with it in all haste, and carry it among the 
whitsters in Datchet-mead, ana there empty it 
in the muddy ditch, dose by the Thames side. 16 

Mrs. Page. You will do it? 

Mrs. Ford. I have told them over and over; 
they lack no direction. Be gone, and come when 
you are called. [ Exeunt Servants. 

Mrs. Page. Here comes little Robin. ai 
Enter ROBIN. 

Mrs. Ford. How now, my eyas-musket! what 
news with you? 

Sob. My master. Sir John, is come in at your 
back-door, Mistress Ford, and requests your 
company. 

Mrs. Page. You little Jack-a-Lent, have you 
been true to us? 28 

Rob. Ay, I'll be sworn. My master knows not 
of your being here, and hath threatened to put 
me into everlasting liberty if I tell you of it; for 
he swears he’ll turn me away. 32 

Mrs. Page. Thou’rt a good boy; this secrecy 
of thine shall be a tailor to thee and shall make 
thee a new doublet and hose. I’ll go hide me. 

Mrs. Ford. Do so. Go tell thy master I am 
alone. [Exit robin.] Mistress Page, remember 
you your cue. 38 

Mrs. Page. I warrant thee; if I do not act it, 
hiss me. [Exit. 

Mrs. Ford. Go to, then: we’ll use this 
unwholesome humidity, this gross watery 
pumpion; we’ll teach him to know turtles 
from lays. 44 


Enter falstaff. 

FaL 'Have I caught my heavenly Jewel?* 
Why, now let me die, for I have lived long 
enough: this is the period of my ambition: O 
this blessed hour! 48 

Mrs. Ford. O, sweet Sir John! 

Fat. Mistress Ford, I cannot cog, I cannot 
prate. Mistress Ford. Now shall I sin in my 
wish: I would thy husband were dead. I’U 
speak it before the best lord, I would make thee 
my lady. 

Mrs. Ford. I your lady. Sir John! alas, I 
should be a pitiAil lady. 56 

FaL Let the court of France show me such 
another. I see how thine eye would emulate 


the diamond: thou hast the right arched beauty 
of the brow that becomes the ship-tire, the tire- 
valiant, or any tire of Venetian admittance. 61 
Mrs. Ford. A plain kerchief, Sir John: my 
brows become nothing else; nor that wen 
neither. 64 

Fal. By the Lord, thou art a traitor to say 
so: thou wouldst make an absolute courtier; 
and the firm fixture of thy foot would give an 
excellent motion to thy gait in a semi-circled 
farthingale. I see what thou wert, if Fortune 
thy foe were not, Nature thy friend. Come, 
thou canst not hide it. 71 

Mrs. Ford. Believe me, there’s no such thing 
in me. 

Fal. What made me love thee? let that per¬ 
suade thee there’s something extraordinary in 
thee. Come, I cannot cog and say thou art this 
and that, like a many of these lisping hawthorn- 
buds, that come like women in men's apparel, 
and smell like Bucklersbury in simple-time: 
I cannot; but I love thee; none but thee; and 
thou deservest it. 81 

Mrs. Ford. Do not betray me, sir. 1 fear you 
love Mistress Page. 

Fal. Thou mightst as well say, I love to walk 
by the Counter-gate, which is as hateful to me as 
the reek of a lime-kiln. 

Mrs. Ford. Well, heaven knows how I love 
you; and you shall one day find it. 88 

FaL Keep in that mind; I’ll deserve it. 

Mrs. Ford. Nay, I must tell you, so you do, 
or else I could not be in that mind. 

Rob. [IfirAm.] Mistress Ford! Mistress Ford! 
here’s Mistress Page at the door, sweating and 
blowing and looking wildly, and would needs 
speak with you presently. 

Fal. She shall not see me: I will ensconce 
me behind the arras. 97 

Mrs. Ford. Pray you, do so: she’s a very 
tattling woman. [faestaff hides himself. 

Re-enter mistress page and robin. 
What’s the matter? how now! too 

Mrs. Page. O Mistress Ford! what have you 
done? You’re shamed, you are overthrown, 
you’re undone for ever! 

Mrs. Ford . What’s the matter, good Mistress 
Page? 103 

Mrs. Page. Owell-a-day.MistressFordlhav- 
ing an honest man to your husband, to give him 
such cause of suspidonl 10S 

Mrs. Ford. What cause of suspicion? 

Mrs. Page. What cause of suspicion! Out 
upon you 1 how am 1 mistook in you I 
Mrs. Ford. Why, alas, what’s the matter? ns 
Mrs. Page. Your husband’s coming hither, 
woman, withalltheofflcersofWindsor, to search 
for a gentleman that he says is here now in the 
house by your consent, to take an ill advantage 
of his absence: you are undone. 117 

Mrs. Ford. [Aside.\ Speak louder.—Us not 
so, I hope. 

Mrs. Page. Pray heaven it be not so, that you 
have such a man here! but ’tis most certain 
your husband’seaming with halfWindsor at his 
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heels, to search for such a one. I come before to 
tell you. If you know yourself clear, why, 1 am 
glad of it; but if you have a friend here, convey, 
convey him out. Be not amazed; call all your 
senses to you: defend your reputation, or bid 
farewell to your good life for ever. 128 

Mrs. Ford. What shall I do ?—There is a gen¬ 
tleman, my dear friend; and I fear not mine own 
shame so much as his peril: I had rather than 
a thousand pound he were out of the house. 13a 
Mrs, Page. For shame! never stand ‘you 
had rather and ‘you had rather:’ your hus¬ 
band’s here at hand; bethink you of some 
conveyance: in the house you cannot hide him. 
O, how have you deceived met Look, here is a 
basket: if he be of any reasonable stature, he 
may creep in here; and throw foul linen upon 
him, as if it were going to bucking: or—it is 
whiting-time—send him by your two men to 
Datchet-mead. 

Mrs. Ford. He’s too big to go in there. What 
shall I do? t44 

Fal. [Coming forward.'] Let me see't, let me 
see’t, ( 5 , let me see’t! I'll in, I’ll in. Follow 
your friend’s counsel. l’U in. 

Mrs. Page. What, Sir John Falstaff! Are 
these your letters, knight? 149 

Fal. I love thee, and none but thee; help me 
away; let me creep in here. I’ll never— 

[He gets into the basket; they cover him 
with foul linen. 

Mrs. Page. Help to cover your master, boy. 
Callyourmen,MistressFord. You dissembling 
knight! 134 

Mrs. Ford. What, John! Robert! John! 

[Exit ROBIN. 

Re-enter Servants. 

Go take up these clothes here quickly; where’s the 
cowl-staff? look, how you drumble! cany them 
to the laundress in Datchet-mead; quickly, come. 

Enter ford, page, caius, and snt hugh 

EVANS. 

Ford. Pray you, come near: If I suspect 
without cause, why ther make sport at me; 
then let me be your jest: I deserve it. How 
now! what goes here? whither bear you this? 
Sen. To the laundress, forsooth. 163 
Mrs.Ford. Why, what have you to do whither 
they bear it ? v nu were best meddle with buck¬ 
washing. 

Ford. Buck! I would I could wash myself of 
the buck! Buck, buck, buck! Ay, buck; I war¬ 
rant you, buck; aDd of the season too, it shall 
appear. [Exeunt Servants with the basket.] 
Gentlemen, I have dreamed to-night; I’ll tell 
you my dream. Here, here, here be ray keys: 
ascend my chambers; search, seek, find out: 111 
warrant we'll unkennel the fox. Let me stop this 
way first. [Locking the door.] So, now uncape. 

rage. G«x»d Master Ford, be contented: you 
wrong yourself too much. *77 

Ford. True, Master Page. Up, gentlemen; 
you shall see sport anon: follow me, gentlemen. 


Era. This is fery fantastical humours and 
jealousies. i8> 

Caius. By gar, ’tis no de fashion of France; 
it is not jealous in France. 

Page. Nay, follow him, gentlemen; see the 
issue of his search. 183 

[Exeunt page, caius, and EVANS. 
Mrs. Page. Is there not a double excellency 
in this? 

Mrs. Ford. I know not which pleases me 
better; that my husband is deceived, or Sir John. 

Mrs. Page. What a taking was he in when 
your husband asked who was in the basket! 191 
Mrs. Ford. I am half afraid he will have need 
of washing; so throwing him into the water will 
do him a benefit. 

Mrs. Page. Hang him, dishonest rascal! I 
would all of the same strain were in the same 
distress. r»7 

Mrs. Ford. I think ray husband hath some 
special suspicion of Falstaff’s being here; for I 
never saw him so gross in his jealousy till now. 

Mrs. Page. I will lay a plot to try that; and 
we will yet have more tricks with Falstaff: his 
dissolute disease will scarce obey this medicine. 

Mrs. Ford. Shall we send that foolish carrion 
Mistress Quickly to him, and excuse his throw¬ 
ing into the water; and give him another hope, 
to betray him to another punishment? 207 

Mrs. Page. We will doit: let him be sent for 
to-morrow, eight o’clock, to have amends. >09 

Re-enter ford, page, caius, and sir HUGH 

EVANS. 

Ford. I cannot find him: may be the knave 
bragged of that he could not compass. 

Mrs. Pane. [Aside to mrs. ford.j Heard you 
that? 213 

Mrs. Ford, f Aside to MRS. page.] Ay, ay, 

peace.—You use me well. Master Ford, do you ? 
Ford. Ay, I do so. 216 

Mrs. Ford. Heaven make you better than 

your thoughts! 

Ford. Amen! 

Mrs. Page. You do yourself mighty wrong. 
Master Ford. 221 

Ford. Ay, ay; I must bear it. 

Era. If there pe any pody in the house, and 
in the chambers, and m the coffers, and in the 

J iresses, heaven forgive my sins at the day of 
udgmentl 226 

Caius. By gar, nor I too, dere is no bodies. 
Page. Fie, fie, Master Ford! are you not 
ashamed? What spirit, what devil suggests this 
imagination? I would not ha’ your distemper 
in this kind for the wealth of Windsor Castle. 
Ford. ’Tismyfault,MasterPage:Isufferforit 
Era. You suffer for a pad conscience: your 
wife is as honest a ’omans as I will desires among 
five thousand, and five hundred too. 233 

Caius. By gar, I see ’tis an honest woman. 
Ford. Well; I promised you a dinner. Come, 
come, walk in the Park: I pray you, pardon me; 
I will hereafter make known to you why I have 
done this. Come, wife; come. Mistress Page. I 
pray you, pardon me; pray heartily, pardon me. 
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Fag*. Let's go in. gentlemen; but, trust me. Shot. She's coming; to her, coz, O bar, 
we’ll mode b™ 1 do invite you to-morrow thou hadst a father! 37 

wwming to my house to breakfast; alter, we'll Slen. 1 had a father. Mistress Arms; my 
a-birding together: I have a fine hawk for the uncle can tell you good Jests of him. Fray you, 
bushTShaUit be so? 246 unde, tell Mistress Anne the jest, how my father 


Ford. Any thing. 

Eva. If there is one, X shall make two in the 
comp any . 

Caius. If dere be one or two, I shall make-a 
deturd. 

Ford. Pray you go, Master Page. 251 

Eva. I pray you now, remembrance to¬ 
morrow on the lousy knave, mine host. 

Caius. Dat is good; by gar, vit all my heart. 

Eva. A lousy knave 1 to have his gibes and 
his mockeries! [Exeunt. 


Scene IV.— A Room in page's Borne. 

Enter FENTON, annb page, and MISTRESS 
QUICKLY. MISTRESS quickly stands apart. 
Pent. I see I cannot get thy father’s love; 
Therefore no more turn me to him, sweet Nan. 
Anne. Alas! how then? 

Fent. Why, thou must he thyself. 

He doth object, I am too great of birth, 4 
And that my state being gall’d with my expense, 
I seek to heal it only by his wealth. 

Besides these, other bars he lays before me. 
My riots past, my wild societies; 8 

And tells me 'tis a thing impossible 
I should love thee but as a property. 

Anne. May be he tells you true. 

Fent. No, heaven so speed me in my time to 
come! sa 

Albeit I will confess thy father’s wealth 
Was the first motive that I woo’d thee, Anne: 
Yet, wooing thee, I found thee of more value 


stole two geese out of a pen, good unde. 4 > 
Shot. Mistress Anne, my cousin loves you. 
Slen. Ay, that I do; as well as I love any 
woman in Glostershire. 44 

Shal. He will maintain you like a gentle¬ 
woman. 

Slen. Ay, that I will, come cut and long-tail, 
under the degree of a squire. 48 

Shal. He will make you a hundred and fifty 
pounds jointure. 

Anne. Good Master Shallow, let him woo for 
himself. 32 

Shal. Many, I thank you for it; I thank you 
for that good comfort. She calls you, coz: I'll 
leave you. 

Anne. Now, Master Slender. 5 ® 

Slen. Now, good Mistress Anne.— 

Anne. What is your will ? 38 

Slen. My will ? od’s hear dings 1 that’s a pretty 
jest, indeed! I ne’er made my will yet, I thank 
heaven; I am not such a sickly creature, I give 
heaven praise. 

Anne. I mean. Master Slender, what would 
you with me? 64 

Slen. Truly, for mine own part, I would little 
or nothing with you. Your father and my 
unde have made motions: if it be my luck, so: 
if not, happy man be his dole! They can tell 
you how things go better than I can; you may 
ask your father; here he comes. 70 

Enter paqb and MISTRESS page. 

Page. Now, Master Slender: love 


ugc, isuiti Avsnatvt oiwuuu■ avrvv Kim, 

daughter Anne. 

Yet, wooing thee, I found thee or more value why, how now! what does Master Fenton 
Than stamps in gold or sums in sealed bags; r6 here? 

You wrong me, sir, thus still to haunt my house: 
I told you, sir, my daughter is dispos’d of. 
Fent. Nay, Master-Page, be not impatient 
Mrs. Page. Good Master Fenton, come not 
to my child. 7* 

Page. She is no match for you. 

Fent. Sir, will you hear me? 

Page. No, good Master Fenton. 

Come, Master Shallow; come, son Slender, in. 
Knowing my mind, you wrong me. Master 
Fenton. so 

[Exeunt page, shallow, and slender. 
Quick. Speak to Mistress Page. 

Fent Good Mistress Page, for that I love 
your daughter 

In such a righteous fashion as I do. 

Perforce, against an checks, rebukes and man¬ 
ners, 84 


And 'ds the very riches of thyself 
That now I aim at 

Anne. Gentle Master Fenton, 

Yet seek my father’s love: still seek it sir: 

If opportunity and humblest suit 30 

Cannot attain it why, then,—hark you hither. 

[They converse apart. 

Enter shallow and slender. 

Shal. Break their talk, Mistress Quickly: my 
kinsman shall speak for himself. 

Slen. I'd make a shaft or a bolt on’t ’Slid, 

’tis but venturing. .*.3 

Shal. Be not dismay sd, 

Slen. No, she shall not dismay me: I care 
not for that but that I am afeard. 28 

Quick. Haxkye;MasterSlenderwouldspeak 

a word with you. _ 

Anne. I come to him. [Aside.] This is my I must advance the colours of my love 
father’s choice. And not retire: let me have your good wilL 

O, what a world of vile ill-favour’d faults 32 Anne. Good mother, do not marry me to 
Lodes handsome in three hundred pounds a yond foot 

year! Mrs.Page. I mean it not; I seek you a better 

Quick. And how does good Master Fenton? husband. ss 

Pray you, a word with you. Quick. That's my master, Master doctor. 
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Enter Morans QUICKLY. 

Quick. By your leave. I cry you mercy: give 


liv| <1 

Ante. Alas! I had rather be set quick P the 
earth. 

And bowl’d to death with turnips. 

Mrs. Page. Come, trouble not yourself. Good 
Master Fenton, 93 

I will not be your friend nor enemy: 

My daughter will I question how she loves you. 

And as I find her. so am I affected. ,.. n . n -....... 1" —. - . T7 

Till then, fareweft, sir: she must needs go in: lFx*t bardolph.}— How now! 33 

Her father SrillbT^y. 80 “7 sJ&'&LgZV’J ?’ 1 come W your worthi P 

Pent. Farewell, gentle mistress. Farewell, j£,AtSreLsFimii iwfont• 
Nan. _ [Exeunt mistress page and anne! - Fa/..Mistrres Ford!_ Ihavehadford enough ; 


your worship good morrow. as 

Pal. Take away these chalices. Go blew me 
a pottle of tack finely. 

Bard. With eggs, sir? 

Pal. Simple of itself; I’ll no pullet-sperm in 


Quick. This is my doing, now: ‘Nay,’ said I, 
‘wm you cast away your child on a fool.and a 
physician? Look on Master Fenton.’ This is 
my doing. tax 

Pent. 1 thank thee: and I pray thee, once 
to-night 


I was thrown into the ford; I have my belly foil 
of ford. 38 

Quick. Alas the day! good heart, that was 
not her fault: she does so take on with her 
men; they mistook their erection. 41 

Pal. So did I mine, to build upon a foolish 
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104 


Quick. Now heaven send thee good fortune! 
[Exit fenton.] A kind heart he hath: a woman 
would run through fire and water for such a 
kind heart. But yet I would my master had 
Mistress Anne; or I would Master Slender had 
her; or, in sooth, I would Master Fenton had 
her. I will do what I can for them all three, 
for so I have promised, and I’ll be as good as 
my word; but speciously for Master Fenton. 
Well, I must of another errand to Sir John 
Falstaff from my two mistresses: what a beast 
am I to slack it! [Exit. 


Scene V. —A Room in the Garter Inn. 


would yearn your heart to see it Her husband 
goes this morning a-birding: she desires you 
once more to come to her between eight and 
nine. I must carry her word quickly: she’ll 
make you amends. I warrant you. 49 

Pal. Well, I wiU visit her: teU her so; and 
bid her think what a man is: let her consider 
his frailty, and then judge of my merit sa 
Quick. I wfll tell her. 

Pal. Do so. Between nineand t sn.sayest thou ? 
Quick. Eight and nine, sir. 

Fal. Well, be gone: I will not miss her. $6 
Quick. Peace be with you, sir. [Exit. 
Pal. I marvel I hear not of Master Brook; 
he sent me word to stay within. I like his 
money well. O! here he comes. <0 


Enter falstaff and bardolph. 

Fal. Bardolph, I say,— 

Bard. Here, sir. 

Fal. Go fetch me a quart of sack: put a 
toast in’L {Exit bard.] Have I lived to be 
carried in a basket and to be thrown in the 
Thames like a barrow of butcher’s offal? WeU, 
if I be served such another trick, I’ll have my 
brains ta'en out and buttered, and give them to 
a dog for a new year's gift. The rogues slighted 
me into the river with as little remorse as they 
would have drowned a blind bitch's puppies, 
fifteen i’ the litter; and you may know by ray 
size that I have a kind of alacrity in sinking: if 
the bottom were as deep as hell, I should down. 
I had been drowned but that the shore was 
ahelvy and shallow; a death that I abhor, for 
foe water swells a man, and what a thing should 
I have been when I had been swelled! I should 
have been a mountain of mummy. 19 

Re-enter BARDOLFH, with the sack. 

Bard. Here’s Mistress Quickly, sir, to speak 
with you. 11 

Fal. Come, let me pour in some sack to the 
Thames water, for my belly's as cold as if I had 
wallowed snowballs for pills to cool the reins. 
Call her in. sj 

Bard. Come In, woman. 


Enter FORD. 

Ford. Bless you, sir! 

Fal. Now, Master Brook, you come to know 
what hath passed between me and Ford's 
wife? £4 

' Ford. That, indeed. Sir John, is my busi¬ 
ness. 

Fal. Master Brook, I will not lie to you: I 
was at her house the hour she appointed me. 6 t 
Ford. And how sped you, sir? 

Fal. Very ill-favouredly. Master Brook 
Ford. How so, sir? did she change her de¬ 
termination? 72 

Fal. No, Master Brook; but the peaking 
comuto her husband. Master Brook, dwelling in 
a continual 'larum of jealousy, comes me in the 
instant of our encounter, after we had embraced, 
kissed, protested, and, as it were, spoke the 
prologue of our comedy; and at his heels a 
rabble of his companions, thither provoked and 
instigated by his distemper, and, forsooth, to 
search his house for his wife's love. si 

Ford. What! while you were them? 

Fal. While I was there. 

Ford. And did he search for you, and could 
not find you? Sj 

Frl. You shall bear. As good- luck would 

have it, comes in one Mistress'Page; gives 
Intelligence of Ford's approach; and in her 
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invention, and Ford’s wife’s distraction, they 
conveyed me into a buck-basket. 90 

Ford. A buck-basket I 

Fal. By the Lord, a buck-basket I rammed 
me in with foul shirts and smocks, socks, foul 
stockings, greasy napkins; that. Master Brook, 
there was the rankest compound of villanous 
smell that ever offended nostril. 96 

Ford. And how long lay you there? 

Fal. Nay, you shall hear, Master Brook, what 
I have suffered to bring this woman to evil for 
your good. Being thus crammed in the basket, 
a couple of Ford’s knaves, his hinds, were called 
forth by their mistress to carry me in the name 
of foul clothes to Datchet-lane: they took me 
on their shoulders; met the jealous knave their 
master in the door, who asked than once or 
twice what they had in their basket. I quaked 
for fear lest the lunatic knave would have 
searched it; but Fate, ordaining he should be a 
cuckold, held his hand. Well; on went he for a 
search, and away went I for foul clothes. But 
mark the sequel, Master Brook: I suffered the 
pangs of three several deaths: first, an intoler¬ 
able fright, to be detected with a jealous rotten 
bell-wether; next, to be compassed, like a pood 
bilbo, in the circumference of a peck, hut to 
point, heel to head; and then, to be stopped in, 
like a strong distillation, with stinking clothes 
that fretted in their own grease: think of that, 
a man of my kidney, think of that, that am as 
subject to heat as butter; a man of continual 
dissolution and thaw: it was a miracle to ’scape 
suffocation. And in the height of this bath, 
when I was more than half stewed in grease, 
like a Dutch dish, to be thrown into the Thames, 
and cooled, glowing hot, in that surge, like a 
horse-shoe; think of that, hissing hot, think of 
that, Master Brook! in 

Ford. In good sadness, sir, I am sorry that for 
my sake you have suffered all this. My suit then 
is desperate; you'll undertake her no more? 

Fal. Master Brook, I will be thrown into 
Etna, as I have been into Thames, ere I will 
leave her thus. Her husband is this morning 
gone a-birding: I have received from her another 
embassy of meeting; 'twixt eight and nine is 
the hour. Master Brook. 13s 

Ford. Tis past eight already, sir. 

Fal. Is it? 1 will then address me to my ap¬ 
pointment. Come to me at your convenient 
leisure, and you shall know how I speed, and 
the conclusion shall be crowned with your en¬ 
joying her: adieu. You shall have her. Master 
Brook; Master Brdok, you shall cuckold Ford. 

[Exit. 

Ford. Hum! ha! is this a vision? is this a 
dream ? do Isleep ? Master Ford, awake! awake. 
Master Ford! there's a hole made in your best 
coat, Master Ford. This ’tis to be married: this 
‘tis to have linen and buck-baskets! Well, I 
will proclaim myself what I am: I will now take 
the lecher; he is at my house; he cannot 'scape 
me; ’tis impossible he should; he cannot creep 
iato a half-penny purse, nor into a pepper-box; 
but, lest the devil that guides him would aid 


him, I will search impossible places. Though 
what I am I cannotavoid, yet to be what I would 
not, shall not make me tame: if I have horns to 
make me mad, let the proverb go with me; I’ll be 
hom-tnad. [Exit. 

ACT IV 

Scene I.— The Street. 

Enter mistress page, mistress quickly, 
and william. 

Mrs. Page. Is he at Master Ford’s already, 
thinkest thou? 3 

Quick. Sure he is by this, or will be presently; 
but truly, he is very courageous mad about his 
throwing into the water. Mistress Ford desires 
you to come suddenly. 6 

Mrs. Page. I’ll be with her by and by: I’ll 
but bring my young man here to school. Look, 
where his master comes; ’tis a playing-day, 
1 see. 19 

Enter snt HUGH EVANS. 

How now. Sir Hugh! no school to-day 1 
Eva. No; Master Slender is get the boys 
leave to play. 13 

Quick. Blessing of his heart! 

Mrs. Page. Sir Hugh, my husband says my 
son profits nothing in the world at his book: I 
pray you, ask him some questions in his acci¬ 
dence. 

Eva. Come hither, William; hold up your 
head; come. 30 

Mrs. Page. Come on, sirrah; hold up your 
head; answer your master, be not afraid. 

Eva. Willlam.howmanynumbersisinnouns? 
Will. Two. 24 

Quick. Truly, I thought there had been one 
number more, because they say, ‘Od’s nouns.’ 

Eva. Peace your tattlings! What is fair, 
William? 3 > 

Will. Pulcher. 

Quick. Polecats! there are fairer things than 
polecats, sure. 

Eva. You are a very simplicity ’oman: I pray 
you peace. What is lapis, William? 33 

Will. A stone. 

Eva. And what is a stone, William? 

Will. A pebble. 3 « 

Eva. No, it is lapis : I pray you remember in 
your prain. 

Will. Lapis. 

Era. That is a good William. What is he, 
William, that does lend articles? 41 

Will. Articles are borrowed of the pronoun, 
and be thus declined, Singulariter, nominativo, 
hie, hire, hoc. 44 

Eva. Nominativo, hig, hag, hog ; pray you, 
mark: genitivo, hujus. Well, what is your ac¬ 
cusative case? 

Will. Accusativo, hinc. 4 * 

Eva. I pray you, have your remembrance, 
child; accusativo, hung, hang, hog. 

Quick. Hang hog is Latin for bacon, 1 war¬ 
rant you. sa 
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Eva. Leave your Drabbles, ’oman. What ii 
the focative case, William? 

Will. O vocativo, O. 

Eva. Remember, William ; focative is carat. 
Quick. And that's a good root. 37 

Eva. ’Oma s , forbear. 

Mrs. Page. Peace! 

_ Eva. What is your genitive case plural, 

William? 61 

Will. Genitive case? 

Eva. Ay. 

Will. Genitive, horum, horum. horum. 64 
Quick. Vengeance of Jenny's easel fie on 
her! Never name her, child, if she be a whore. 
Eva. For shame, 'oman! 

Quick. You do ill to teach the child such 
words. He teaches him to hick and to hack, 
which they’ll do fast enough of themselves, and 
to call‘horum?’fie upon you 1 71 

Eva. 'Oman, art thou lunatics? hast thou no 
understandings for thy cases and the numbers 
and the genders ? Thou art as foolish Christian 
creatures as 1 would desires. 

Mrs. Page. Prithee, hold thy peace. 76 

Eva. Show me now, William, some declen¬ 
sions of your pronouns. 

Will. Forsooth, I have forgot 
Eva. It is qui, qua, quod; if you forget your 
quis, your quas, and your quods, you must be 
preeches. Go your ways and play; go. 

Mrs. Page. He is a better scholar than I 
thought he was. 84 

Eva. He is a good sprag memory. Farewell, 
Mistress Page. 

Mrs. Page. Adieu, good Sir Hugh. [Exit sot 
huoh.] Get you home, boy. Come, we stay too 
long. [Exeunt. 


Scene H .—A Room in ford’s House. 

Enter falstaff and MISTRESS ford. 

Pal. Mistress Ford, your sorrow hath eaten 
up my sufferance. I see you are obsequious in 
your love, and I profess requital to a hair’s 
breadth; not only. Mistress Ford, in the simple 
office of love, but in all the accoutrement, com¬ 
plement and ceremony of it. But are you sure 
of your husband now? 

Mrs. Ford. He'sa-birding, sweet Sir John. 8 

Mrs. Page. [Within.l What hoi gossip Ford! 
what ho! 

Mrs. Ford. Step into the chamber. Sir John. 

[Exit FALSTAFF. 

Enter mistress pace. 


Mrs. Page. How now, sweetheart! who’s at 
home besides yourself? 13 

Mrs. Ford. Why, none but mine own people. 
Mrs. Page. Indeed! 

Mrs. Ford. No, certainly.— [Aside to her.] 
apeak louder. 17 

Mrs. Page. Truly, I am so glad you have no¬ 
body here. 

Mrs. Ford. Why? so 

Mrs Page. Why, woman, your husband is in 
nis old lunes again: he so takes on yonder with 
uiy husband; so rails against all married man- 
>und; so curses all Eve’s daughters, of what com¬ 


plexion soever; and so buffets himself on the 
forehead, crying, ‘Peer out, peer out! ’ that any 
madness I ever yet beheld seemed but tameness, 
civility and patience, to this his distemper he 
is in now. I am glad the fat knight is not 
here. 30 

Mrs. Ford. Why, does he talk of him? 

Mrs. Page. Of none but him; and swears he 
was carried out, the last time he searched for 
him, in a basket: protests to my husband he is 
now here, and hath drawn him and the rest of 
their company from their sport, to make another 
experiment of his suspicion. But I am glad the 
knight is not here; now he shall see his own 
foolery. 

Mrs.Ford. Hownearishe,MistressPage? 40 
Mrs. Page. Hard by; at street end; he wUl 
be here anon. 

Mrs. Ford. I am undone! the knight is here. 
Mrs.Page. Why then you are utterly shamed, 
and he’s but a dead man. What a woman are 
you! Away with him, away with him! better 
shame than murder. 47 

Mrs. Ford. Which way should he go? how 
should I bestow him? Shall I put him into the 
basket again? 


Re-enter falstaff. 

Fal. No, I’ll come no more i’ the basket. 
May I not go out ere he come ? 32 

Mrs. Page. Alas! thxeeof Master Ford’s bro¬ 
thers watch the door with pistols, that none 
shall issue out; otherwise you might slip away 
ere he came. But what make you here ? 56 

Fal. What shall I do? I'll creep up into the 
chimney. 

Mrs. Ford. There they always use to dis¬ 
charge their birding-pieces. 60 

Mrs. Page. Creep into the kiln-hole. 

Fal. Where is it? 

Mrs. Ford. He will seek there, on my word. 
Neither press, coffer, chest, trunk, well, vault, 
but he hath an abstract for the remembrance of 
such places, and goes to them by his note; there 
is no hiding you in the house. 

Fal, I’ll go out, then. 68 

Mrs. Page. If you go out in your own sem¬ 
blance, you die. Sir John. Unless you go out 
disguised,— 

Mrs. Ford. How might we disguise him? 7a 
Mrs. Page. Alas the day! I know not. There 
is no woman’s gown big enough for him; other¬ 
wise, he might put on a hat, a muffler, and a 
kerchief, and so escape. 76 

Fal. Good hearts, devise something: any ex¬ 
tremity rather than a mischief. 

Mrs.Ford. My maid’s aunt, the fat woman of 
Brainford, has a gown above. 80 

Mrs. Page. On my word, it will serve him: 
she’s as big as he is: and there’s her thrummed 
hat and her muffler too. Run up. Sir John. 

Mrs. Ford. Go, go, sweet Sir John: Mistress 
Page and I will look some linen foryour head. 

Mrs. Page. Quick, quick! we’ll come dress 
you straight; put on the gown the while. 87 
[Exit falstaff. 
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Mrs. Ford. I would my husband would meet 
him in this shape: he cannot abide the old woman 
of Brainford; he swears she’s a witch; forbade 
her my house, and hath threatened to beat her. 

Mrs. Page. Heaven guide him to thy hus¬ 
band’s cudgel, and the devil guide his cudgel 
afterwards! 94 

Mrs. Ford. But is my husband coming? 
Mrs. Page. Ay, in good sadness, is he; and 
talks of the basket too, howsoever he hath had 
intelligence. 

Mrs. Ford. We’ll try that; for TU appoint 
my men to carry the basket again, to meet him 
at the door with it, as they did last time, ioi 
Mrs. Page. Nay, but he’U be here presently: 
let’s go dress him like the witch of Brainford. 

Mrs. Ford. I’ll first direct my men what they 
shall do with the basket. Go up; I’ll bring 
linen for him straight. [ Exit. 

Mrs. Page. Hang him, dishonest varletl we 
cannot misuse him enough. ios 

Well leave a proof, by that which we will do. 
Wives may be merry, and yet honest too: 
We do not act that often lest and laugh; 

Tis old, but true, ‘Stillswine eats all the draff.’ 

I Exit. 


Reenter mistress FORD, with two 
Servants. 

Mrs. Ford. Go, sirs, take the basket again on 

C ur shoulders; your master is hard at door: if 
bid you set it down, obey him. Quickly; 

dispatch. [Exit. 

First Serv. Come, come, take it up. 117 

Sec. Serv. Pray heaven, it be not full ofknight 
again. 

First Sen. I hope not; I had as lief bear so 
much lead. 121 


Enter ford, page, shallow, caws, and 

SIR HUGH EVANS. 

Fora. Ay, but if it prove true. Master Page, 
have you any way then to unfool me again? Set 
down the basket, villains. Somebody call my 
wife. Youth in a basket! O you panderly ras¬ 
cals! there’s a knot, a ging, a pack, a conspiracy 
against me: now shall the devil be shamed. 
Wbat, wife, I say! Come, come forth! Be¬ 
hold what honest clothes you send forth to 
bleaching! 130 

Page. Why, this passes! Master Ford, you 
are not to go loose any longer; you must be 
pinioned. 133 

Eva. Why, this is lunatics! this is mad as a 
mad dog! 

Shot. Indeed, Master Ford, this is not well, 
indeed. 137 

Ford. So say I too, sir.— 

Re-enter MISTRESS FORD. 

Come hither, Mistress Ford, the honest woman, 
the modest wife, the virtuous creature, that hath 
the Jealous fool to her husband! I suspect with¬ 
out cause, mistress, do I? 

Mrs. Ford. Heaven be my witness, you do, if 
you suspect me in any dishonesty. 144 


Ford. Well said, brazen-face! hold it out. 
Come forth, sirrah! 

[Pulls the clothes out of the basket. 
Page. This passes! 

Mrs. Ford. Are you not ashamed? let the 
clothes alone. >49 

Ford. I shall find you anon. 

Eva. ’Tis unreasonable. Will you take up 
your wife’s clothes? Come away. 152 

Ford. Empty the basket, I say! 

Mrs. Ford. Why, man, why ? 

Ford. Master Page, as I am an honest man, 
there was one conveyed out of my house yester¬ 
day in this basket: why may not he be there 
again? In my house I am sure he is; my in¬ 
telligence is true; my jealousy is reasonable. 
Pluck me out all the linen. 160 

Mrs. Ford. If you find a man there he shall 
die a flea’s death. 

Page. Hete’s no man. 

Shal. By my fidelity, this is not well, Master 
Ford; this wrongs you. 165 

Eva. Master Ford, you must pray, and not 
follow the imaginations of your own heart: this 
is jealousies. 168 

Ford. Well, he’s not here I seek for. 

Page. No,nornowhereelsebutinyourbrain. 

[Servants carry away the basket. 
Ford. Help to search my house this one time: 
if I find not what I seek, show no colour for my 
extremity; let me for ever be your table-sport; 
let them say of me, ‘As jealous as Ford, that 
searched a hollow walnut for his wife’s leman.’ 
Satisfy me once more; once more search with 
me. 177 

Mrs. Ford. What ho, Mistress Page! come 
you and the old woman down; my husband will 
come into the chamber. 180 

Ford. Oldwoman! What old woman’s that? 
Mrs. Ford. Why, it is my maid’s aunt of 
Brainford. 183 

Ford. A witch, a quean, an old cozening 
quean! Have I not forbid her my house? She 
comes of errands, does she? We are simple 
men; we do not know what’s brought to pass 
under the profession of fortune-telling. She 
works by charms, by spells, by the figure, and 
such daubery as this is, beyond our element: we 
know nothing. Come down, you witch, you hag, 
you; come down, I say! 192 

Mrs. Ford. Nay, good, sweet husband! good 
gentlemen, let him not strike the old woman. 

Enter falstaff in women’s clothes, led by 

MISTRESS PAGE. 

Mrs. Page. Come, Mother Prat; come, give 
me your hand. 196 

Ford. I’ll ‘prat’ her.—[ Beats him.] Out of 
my door, you witch, you rag, you baggage, you 
polecat, you ronyonfout, out! I’ll conjure you, 
I’ll fortune-tell you. [Exit falstaff. 

Mrs. Page. Are you not ashamed? I think 
you have killed the poor woman. 

Mrs. Ford. Nay, he will do It. 'Tis a goodly 
credit for you: 104 

Ford. Hang her, witch! 
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Eva. By yea and no, I think (he ’oman la a 
witch indeed: I like not when a ’Oman has a 
great peara; I spy a great peard under her 
muffler. 209 

Ford. Will you follow, gentlemen ? I beseech 
you, follow: -see but the issue of my jealousy. 
If I cry out thus upon no trail, never trust me 
when I open again. 213 

Page, l et ’s obey his humour a little further. 
Come, gendemen. 

[Exeunt FORD, PAGE, SHALLOW, CAIUS, 
and EVANS. 

Mrs. Page. Trust me, be beat him most 
pitifully. 217 

Mrs.Ford. Nay, by the mass, that he did not; 
he beat him most unpitifully methought. 

Mrs. Page. I’ll have the cudgel hallowed 
and hung o'er the altar; it hath done meri¬ 
torious service. «2 

Mrs. Ford. What think you ? May we, with 
the warrant of womanhood and the witness of 
a good conscience, pursue him with any further 
revenge 1 216 

Mrs. Page. The spirit of wantonness is, sure, 
scared out of him: if the devil have him not in 
fee-simple, with fine and recovery, he will never, 
I think, in the way of waste, attempt us again. 

Mrs. Ford. Shall we tell our husbands how 
we have served him ? 232 

Mrs. Page. Yes, by all means; if it be but to 
scrape the figures out of your husband’s brains. 
If they can find in their hearts the poor un- 
virtuous fat knight shall be any further afflicted, 
we two will still be the ministers. 237 

Mrs. Ford. I’ll warrant they’ll have him 
publicly shamed, and methinks there would be 
no period to the jest, should he not be publicly 
shamed. 241 

Mrs. Page. Come, to the forge with it then; 
shape it: I would not have things cool. [Exeunt. 


Scene TO. —A Room in the Garter Inn. 

Enter Host and bardolpii. 

Bard. Sir, the Germans desire to have three 
of your horses: the duke himself will be to-mor¬ 
row at court, and they are going to meet him. 3 
Host, What duke should that be comes so 
secretly? I heaV not of him in the court. Let 
me speak with the gentlemen; they speak 
English? 

Bard. Ay, sir; I’ll call them to you. 8 
Host. T^ey snail have my horses, but I’ll 
make them pay; I’ll sauce them: they have 
had my house a weds at command; I have 
turned away my other guests: they must come 
off; III sauce them. Come. [ Exeunt. 


Scene iy. —A Room in ford’s House. 
Enter page, ford, mistress page, mistress 

FORD, and SDt HUGH EVANS. 

, Era. Tit one of the pest discretions of a 
oman as ever I did look upon. 


Page. And did he send you both these letters 
at an instant? 4 

Mrs. Page. Within a quarter of an hour. 
Ford. Pardon me, wife. Henceforth do what 
thou wilt; 

I rather will suspect the sun with cold 
Than thee with wantonness; now doth thy 
honour stand, S 

In him that was of late an heretic. 

As firm as faith. 

Page. Tis well, ’tis well; no more. 

Be not as extreme in submission 
As in offence; is 

But let our plot go forward: let our wives 
Yet once again, to make us public sport. 
Appoint a meeting with this old fat fellow, 
Where we may take him and disgrace him for it 
Ford. There is no better way than that they 
spoke of. 17 

Page. How? to send him word they’ll meet 
him m the Park at midnight? Fie, fie! he'll 
never come. 20 

Eva. You say he has been thrown into the 
rivers, and has been grievously pea ten as an old 
’oman; methinks there should be terrors in him 
that he should not come; methinks his flesh is 
punished, he shall have no desires. 23 

Page. So think I too. 

Mrs. Ford. Devise but how you’ll use him 
when he comes. 

And let us two devise to bring him thither. 28 
Mrs. Page. There is an old tale goes that 
Herne the hunter, 

Sometime a keeper here in Windsor forest. 
Doth ail the winter-time, at stili midnight. 
Walk round about an oak, with great tagg’d 
horns; 3 » 

And there he blasts the tree, and takes the 
cattle, 

And makes milch-kine yield blood, and shakes 
a chain 

In a most hideous and dreadful manner: 

You have heard of such a spirit, and well you 
know 36 

The superstitious idle-headed eld 
Receiv’d and did deliver to our age 
This tale of Herne the hunter for a truth. 

Page. Why, yet there want not many that 
do fear 40 

In deep of night to walk by this Heme's oak. 
But what of this? 

Mrs. Ford. Marry, this Is our device; 
That Falstaff at that oak shall meet with us. 
Disguis’d like Heme with huge horns on his 
head. 44 

Page. Well, let it not be doubted but he'll 
come, 

And in this shape when you have brought him 
thither. 

What shall be done with him? what is your 
plot? 

Mrs. Page. That likewise have we thought 
upon, and thus: 4 * 

Nan Page my daughter, and my little son. 

And three or four more of their growth, well 
dress 
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Like urchins, ouphs and fairies, grew and 
white. 

With rounds ofwaxen tapers on their heads, 5* 
And rattles in their hands. Upon a sudden, 
As Falstaff, she, and I, are newly met. 

Let them from forth a sawpit rush at once 
With some diffused song: upon their sight, 36 
We two in great amazedness will fly: 

Then let them all encircle him about, 

And, fairy-like, to-plnch the unclean knight; 
And ask him why, that hour of fairy revel, so 
In their so sacred paths he dares to tread 
In shape profane. 

Mrs. Ford. And till be tell the truth. 
Let the supposed fairies pinch him sound 
And burn Wm with their tapers. 

Mrs. Page. The truth being known, 64 
We’ll all present ourselves, dis-hom the spirit. 
And mode him home to Windsor. 

Ford. The children must 

Be practis’d well to this, or they’ll ne’er do’t. 

Eva. I will teach the children their be¬ 
haviours; and I will be like a jack-an-apes 
also, to bum the knight with my taber. 

Ford. That will be excellent. I’ll go buy 
them vizards. 7z 

Mrs. Page. My Nan shall be the queen of all 
the fairies, 

Finely atrired in a robe of white. 

Page. That silk will I go buy:— [Aside] and 
In that time 

Shall Master Slender steal my Nan away, 76 
And marry her at Eton. Go, send to Falstaff 
straight. 

Ford. Nay,I’ll tohimagaininnameofBrook; 
He’ll tell me all his purpose. Sure, he'll come. 
Mrs. Page. Fear not you that. Go, get us 
properties. So 

And tricking for our fairies. 

Eva. Let us about it: it is admirable plea¬ 
sures and fery honest knaveries. 

[Exeunt page, ford, and EVANS. 
Mrs. Page. Go, Mistress Ford, 84 

Send Quickly to Sir John, to know his mind. 

[Exit MISTRESS FORD. 
I’ll to die doctor: he hath my good will, 

And none but he, to many with Nan Page. 
That Slender, though well landed, is an idiot; 88 
And him my husband best of all affects: 

The doctor is well money’d, and his friends 
Potent at court: he, none but he, shall have her. 
Though twenty thousand worthier come to 
crave her. [Exit. 


Scene V.— A Room in the Carter Itm. 

Enter Host and simple. 

Host. What wouldst thou have, bow? what, 
thick-skin ? speak, breathe, discuss; brief, short, 
quick, snap. 

Sim. Marry, sir, I come to speak with Sir 
John Falstaff from Master Sender. 3 

Host. There’s his chamber, his house, his 
castle, his standing-bed and truckle-bed: ’tit 
painted about with the story of the Prodigal, 


fresh and new. Go knock and call: he’ll speak 
like an Anthropophaginian unto thee: knock, 
I say. 11 

Sim. There’s an old woman, a fat woman, 
gone up into his chamber: I’ll be so bold as 
stay, sir, till she come down; I come to speak 
with her, indeed. 13 

Host. Ha! a fat woman! the knight may be 
robbed: I’ll call. Bully knight I Bully Sir John I 
speak from thy lungs military: art thou there? 
it is thine host, thine Ephesian, calls. 

Fal. [Above .] How now, mine host! so 
Host. Here's a Bohemian-Tartar tarries the 
coming down of thy fat woman. Let her de¬ 
scend, bully ; let her descend; my chambers are 
honourable: fie I privacy? fiel 24 


Enter FALSTAFF. 

Fal. There was, mine host, an old fat woman 
even now with me, but she’s gone. 

Sim. Fray you, sir, was't not the wise woman 
of Brainford ? 28 

Fal. Ay, marry, was it, muscle-shell: what 
would you with her? 

Sim. My Master, sir. Master Slender, sent to 
her, seeing her go thorough the streets, to know, 
sir, whether one Nym, sir, that beguiled him of 
a chain, had the chain or no. 34 

Fal. I spake with the old woman about it. 
Sim. And what says she, I pray, sir? 36 
Fal. Marry, she says that the very same man 
that beguiled Master Slender of his chain 
cozened him of it. 

Sim. I would I could have spoken with the 
woman herself: I had other things to have 
spoken with her too, from him. 

Fal. What are they? let us know. 

Host. Ay, come; quick. 44 

Sim. I may not conceal them, sir. 

Host. Conceal them, or thou diest. 

Sim. Why, sir, they v ere nothing but about 
Mistress Anne Page; to know if it were my 
master’s fortune to have her or no. 49 

Fal. ’Tis, ’tis his fortune. 

Sim. What, sir? 

Fal. To have her, or no. Go; say the 
woman told me so. S 3 

Sim. May I be bold to say so, sir? 

Fal. Ay, Sir Tike; who more bold? 

Sim. I thank your worship : I shall make my 
master glad with these tidings. [Exit. 

Host. Thou art clerkly, thou art clerkly. Sir 
John. Was there a wise woman with thee? 39 
Fal. Ay, that there was, mine host: ond that 
hath taught me more wit than ever I learned 
before in my life: and I paid nothing for it 
neither, but was paid for my learning. S3 


Enter bardolfh. 

Bard. Out,alas,sir! cozenage, mere cozenage! 

Host. Where be my horses? speak well of 
them, varletto. — - 66 

Bard. Run away, with the cozeners; for so 
soon as I came beyond Eton, they threw me off, 
from behind one of them, in a slough of mire; 
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and aet ipurs and away, Idee three German warrant, to your content. Here is a letter win 
devils, three Doctor Faustuses. n say somewhat. Good hearts 1 what ado here is 

Host. They are gone but to meet the duke, to bring you together! Sure, one of you does 
villain. Do not say they be Sed: Germans are not serve heaven well, that you are so crossed, 
honest men. Fal. Come up into my chamber. (Exeunt. 


Enter sm HUGH EVANS. 

Eva. Where is mine host? 

Host. What is the matter, sir? 76 

Eva. Have a care of your entertainments: 
there is a friend of mine come to town, tells me, 
there is three cozen-germans that has cozened 
all the hosts of Readins, of Maidenhead, of 
Colebrook, of horses and money. I tell you for 
good will, look you: you are wise and full of 
gibes and vlouting-stogs, and 'tis not convenient 
you should be cozened. Fare you well. [£*ir. 

Enter DOCTOR caius. 

Calus. Vere is mine host de Jarteer? 85 
Host. Here, Master doctor, in perplexity and 
doubtful dilemma. 

Caius. I cannot tell vat is dgt; but it is ted-a 
me dat you make grand preparation for a duke 
de Jamany: by my trot, dere is no duke dat de 
court is know to come. I tell you for good vill: 
adieu. [Exit. 

Host. Hue and cry, villain! go. Assist me, 
knight: I am undone. Fly, run, hue and cry, 
villain! I am undone! 95 

[Exeunt Host and bajujOlph. 
Pal. I would all the world might be cozened, 
for I have been cozened and beaten too. If it 
should come to the ear of the court how I have 
been transformed, and how my transformation 
hath been washed and cudgelled, they would 
melt me out of my fat drop by drop, and liquor 
fishermen's boots with me: I warrant they 
would whip me with their fine wits till I were 
as crest-fallen as a dried pear. I never pros- 
pered since I forswore myself it primero. WcD, 
if my wind were but long enough to say my 
prayers, I would repent. 107 

Enter mistress quickly. 

Now, whence come you? 

Quick. From the two parties, forsooth. 

Fal. The devil take one party and his dam 
the other! and so they shall be both bestowed. 
I have suffered more for their sakes, more than 
the villanous inconstancy of man’s disposition 
is able to bear. 114 

Quick. And have not they suffered? Yes, I 
warrant; speciously one of them: Mistress Ford, 
good heart, is beaten black and blue, that you 
cannot see a white spot about her. ns 
Fal. What tellest thou me of black and blue? 
1 was beaten myself into all the colours of the 
rainbow; and I was like to be apprehended for 
the witch of Brainford: but that my admirable 
dexterity of wit, my counterfeiting the action 
of an old woman, delivered me, the knave con¬ 
stable had set me i’ the stocks, i* the common 
itches, for a witch. ta« 

Quick. Sir, let me speak with you in your 
chamber; you shall hear how things go, and, I 


Scene VL —Another Room in the Garter Inn. 

Enter fenton and Host. 

Host. Master Fenton, talk not to me: my 
mind is heavy; I will give over all. 

Pent. Yet near me speak. Assist me in my 
purpose. 

And, as I am a gentleman, I’ll give thee 4 
A hundred pound in gold more than your loss. 

Host. I will hear you. Master Fenton; and I 
wiU, at the least, keep your counsel. 

Pent. From time to time I have acquainted 
you 8 

With the dear love I bear to fair Anne Page; 
Who mutually hath answer'd my affection, 

So far forth as herself might be her chooser, 
Even to my wish. I have a letter from her 12 
Of such contents as you will wonder at; 

The mirth whereof so larded with my matter, 
That neither singly can be manifested, 

Without the show of both; wherein fat Falstaff 
Hath a great scare: the image of the jest 17 
I’ll show you here at large [Pointing to the 
Letter J. Hark, good mine host: 

To-night at Heme’s oak, just ’twixt twelve and 
one. 

Must my sweet Nan present the Fairy Queen; 
The purpose why, is here: in which disguise, 21 
While other jests are something rank on foot, 
Her father hath commanded her to slip 
Away with Slender, and with him at Eton 24 
Immediately to marry: she hath consented: 
Now, sir. 

Her mother, even strong against that match 
And firm for Doctor Caius, bath appointed 28 
That he shall likewise shuffle her away. 

While other sports are tasking of their minds; 
And at the deanery, where a priest attends. 
Straight marry her: to this her mother’s plot 
She, seemingly obedient, likewise hath 33 
Made promise to the doctor. Now, thus it 


Her father means she shall be all in white. 

And in that habit, when Slender sees his time 
To take her by the hand and bid her go, 37 
She shall go with him: her mother hath in¬ 
tended, 

The better to denote her to the doctor,— 

For they must all be mask’d and vizarded— 40 
That quaint in green she shall be loose enrob'd. 
With ribands pendent, flaring ’bout her head; 
And when the doctor spies his vantage ripe. 
To pinch her by the hand; and on that token 44 
The maid hath given consent to go with him. 

Host. Which means she to deceive, father or 
mother? 

Pent. Both, my good host, to go along with 
me: 

And here it zests, that you’ll procure the vicar 
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To stay fot me at church ’twlxt twelve and 
one, 

And, in the lawful name of marrying, Si 
To give our hearts united ceremony. 

Host. Well, husband your device; I’ll to the 
vicar. 

Bring you the maid, you shall not lack a 
priest. 

Pent. So shall I evermore be bound to thee; 
Besides, I’ll make a present recompense. $6 

[Exeunt. 

ACT V 

Scene I.— A Room in the Carter Inn. 
Enter falstatf and mistress quickly. 

Fal. Prithee, no more prattling; go: I’ll 
hold. This is the third time; I hope good luck 
lies in odd numbers. Away! go. They say there 
is divinity in odd numbers, either in nativity, 
chance or death. Away! s 

Quick. I’ll provide you a chain, and I’ll do 
what I can to get you a pair of horns. 

Fal. Away, I say; time wears: hold up your 
head, and mince. [Exit mistress quickly. 

Enter FORD. 

How now, Master Brook! Master Brook, the 
matter wdi be known to-night, or never. Be you 
in the Park about midnight, at Heme’s oak, and 
you shall see wonders. 13 

Ford. Went you not to her yesterday, sir, as 
you told me you had appointed? 

Fal. I went to her, Master Brook, as you see, 
like a poor old man; but I came from her, 
Master Brook, like a poor old woman. That 
same knave Ford, her husband, hath the finest 
mad devil ofiealousy in him. Master Brook, that 
ever governed frenzy. I will tell you: he beat 
me grievously, in the shape of a woman; for in 
the shape of a man. Master Brook, I fear not 
Goliath with a weaver's beam, because I know 
also life is a shuttle. I am in haste: go along 
with me: I’ll tell you all. Master Brook. Since 
I plucked geese, played truant, and whipped top, 
I knew not what it was to be beaten till lately. 
Follow me: I’ll tell you strange things of this 
knave Ford, on whom to-night I wall be re¬ 
venged, and I will deliver his wife into your 
hand. Follow. Strange things in hand, Master 
Brook 1 Follow. [Exeunt. 


Scene n. —Windsor Park. 

Enter PAGE, SHALLOW^ond SLENDER. 

Page. Come, come; we’ll couch i’ the castle- 
ditch till we see the light of our fairies. Re¬ 
member, son Slender, my daughter. 3 

Sten. Ay, forsooth; I have spoke with her 
and we have a nayword how to know one an¬ 
other. I come to her in white, and cry,‘mum;’ 
she cries, ’budget;’ and by that we know one 
another. g 

Slial. That's good too: but what needs either 
your mum,’ or her ‘budget?’ the white will 


decipher her well enough. It hath struck ten 
o'clock. » 

Page. The night is dark; light and spines 
will become it welL Heaven prosper our sport I 
No man means evil but the devil, and we shall 
know him by his horns. Let's away; follow me. 

[Exeunt. 

SCENE HL— The Street in Windsor. 
Enter mistress page, mistress ford, and 

DR. CAIUS. 

Mrs. Page. Master Doctor, my daughter is in 
green: when you see your time, take her by the 
hand, away with her to the deanery, and dis¬ 
patch it quickly. Go before into the Park: we 
two must go together. j 

Caius. 1 know vat I have to do. Adieu. 
Mrs. Page. Fare you well, sir. [Exit caius.] 
My husband will not rejoice so much at the 
abuse of Faistafi, as he will chafe at the doctor’s 
marrying my daughter: but ’ Lis no matter; better 
a little chiding than a great deal of heart break. 

Mrs. Ford. Where is Nan nowand her troop 
of fairies, and the Welsh devil, Hugh ? 13 

Mrs. Page. They are all couched in a pit hard 
by Herne’s oak, with obscured lights; which, at 
tlie very instant of Falstaff’s and our meeting, 
they will at once display to the night. 17 
Mrs. Ford. That cannot choose but amaze 
him. 

Mrs. Page. If he be not amazed, he will be 
mocked; if he be amazed, he will eveiy way be 
mocked. 

Mrs. Ford. We’ll betray him finely. 

Mrs. Page. Against such lewdsters and their 
lechery, 24 

Those that betray them do no treachery. 

Mrs. Ford. The hour draws on: to the oak, 

to the oak! [Exeunt. 

Scene IV.— Windsor Park. 

Enter sir hush EVANS, disguised, and others 
as Fairies. 

Eva. Trib, trib, fairies: come; and remember 
your parts. Be pold, I pray you ; follow me into 
the pit, and when I give the watch-ords, do as I 
pid you. Come, come; trib, trib. [Exeunt. 


Scene V.— Another part of the -fc. 

Enter faLSTaff disguised as Herne, with a 
buck's head on. 

Fal. The Windsor bell hath struck twelve; 
the minute draws on. Now, the hot-blooded 
gods assist me! Remember, Jove, thou wast a 
bull for thy Europa; love set on thy horns. O 
powerful love! that, in some respects, makes a 
beast a man; in some other, a man a beast. You 
were also, Jupiter, a swan for the love of Leda; 
O omnipotent love! how near the god drew to 
the complexion of a goose! A fault done first in 
the form of a beast; O Jove, a beastly fault 1 
and then another fault in the semblance of • 
fowl: think on’t, Jove; a foul fault! When god* 
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hare hot back*, what shall poor men do? For That it may stand till the perpetual doom, <4 
me, I am here a Windsor stag; and the fattest. In state as wholesome as in state ’tis fit. 


I think, 1 ’ the forest: send me a cool rut-time, 
Jove, or who can blame me to piss my tallow; 
Who comes here? my doe? n 


Worthy the owner, and the owner it. 

The several chairs of order look you scour 
Withjuiceofbahnandeverypreciousfiower: <1 
Each fair instalment, coat, and several crest. 
With loyal blazon, ever more be blest 1 


Enter mistress FOSCD and MISTRESS page. -, - . . 

„_. _.1__ A, _■> And nightly, meadow-fairies, look you sing, 

^^l’u < Iiir ^ ,r ^ < * n ‘ aTttIlOU ^ iere,my ^ eer7 Like to the Garter’s compass, in a ring: 72 

The expressure that it bears, green let it be. 


my male deer? 


Morefti^teTrmhthanSthefieldtosee; 

sky rain potatoes, let it t h under to t he tunc of A nrl ffnni 9 nit nut tnol v npnn> write 

In «n«M tufts, flowers purple, blue, and white; 
Like sapphire, pearl, and rich embroider}', 77 
Buckled below fair knighthood’s bend’ 


tion, I will shelter me here. [Embracing her. 

Mrs. Ford. Mistress Page is come with me, 
sweetheart. 26 

Fal. Divide me like a brib'd duck, each a 
haunch: I will keep my sides to myself, my 
shoulders for the fellow of this walk, and my 
horns I bequeath your husbands. Am 1 a wood¬ 
man, ha? Speak I like Herne the hunter? 
Why, now is Cupid a child of conscience: he 
makes restitution. As I am a true spirit, wel¬ 
come 1 [Noise within. 

Mrs. Page. Alas! what noise? 

Mrs. Ford. Heaven forgive our sinst 36 
Fal. What should this be? 

Mrs! Page. } Awa > r > awa y I [They run off. 
Fal. I think the devil will not have me 
damned, lest the oil that is in me should set 
hell on fire; he would never else cross me 
thus. 

Enter ant Hugh evans, like a Satyr; pistol at 
Hobgoblin; anne page, as the Fairy Queen, 
attended by her Brother and Others, as Fairies, 
with waxen tapers on their heads. 

Anne. Fairies, black, grey, green, and white. 
You moonshine revellers, ana shades of night, 
You orphan heirs of fixed destiny, 4S 

Attend your office and your quality. 

Crier Hobgoblin, make the fairy oyes. 

Pist. Elves, list your names: silence, you 
airy toys! 48 

Cricket, to Windsor chimneys shalt thou leap: 
Where fires thou find'st unrak’d and hearths 
unswept, 

There pinch the maids as blue as bfiberry: 

Our radiant queen hates sluts and sluttery. 52 
Fal. They are fairies; he that speaks to them 
shall die: 

I’ll wink and couch: no man their works must 
eye. [Lies down upon his face. 

Eva. Where's Bede? Go you, and where you 
find a maid 

That, ere she sleep, has thrice her prayers said, 
Rein up the organs of her fantasy, 37 

Sleep she as sosnd as careless infancy: 

But those thatSep and think not on heir sine, 
Pinch them, aims, legs, backs, shoulders, sides, 
and shins , 60 

Anne. About, about) 

Search Windsor castle, elves, within and out: 
Strew good luck, oupha, on every sacred room. 


ding knee: 
Fairies use flowers for their character^. 

Away! dispose! But, till 'tis one o’clock. So 
Our dance of custom round about the oak 
Of Heme the hunter, let us not forget 
Eva. Pray you, lock hand in hand; your¬ 
selves in order set; 

And twenty glow-worms shall our Ianthorns be, 
To guide our measure round about the tree. <3 
But, stay; I smell a man of middle-earth. 

Fal. Heavens defend me from that Welsh 
fain', lest he transform me to a piece of cheese! 
Fist. Vile worm, thou wast o’erlook’d even 
in thy birth. 89 

Anne. With trial-fire touch me his finger-end; 
If he be chaste, the flame will back descend 
And turn him to no pain; but if he start, »i 

It is the flesh of a corrupted heart. 

Pist. A trial! come. 

Eva. Come, will this wood take fire? 

[They burn him with their tapers. 
Fal. Oh, oh, ohl 

Anne. Corrupt, corrupt, and tainted in 
desire! 96 

About him, fairies, sing a scornful rime; 

And, as you trip, still pinch him to your time. 

SONG 

Fie on sinful fantasy! 

Fie on lust and luxury! 200 

Lust is but a bloody fire, 

Kindled with unchaste desire. 

Fed in heart, whose flames aspire, 

As thoughts do blow them higher and higher. X04 
Pinch him, fairies, mutually; 

Pinch him for his viUany; 

Finch trim, and born him, and turn him about. 

Till candles and star-light and moonshine be ouL tot 

During this song, the Fairies pinch falstaff. 
doctor caius comes one way, and steals 
away a Fairy in green; slender another 
way, and takes off a Fairy in white; and 
fenton comes, and steals atcay ANNE 
page. A noise of hunting is heard within. 
The Fairies run away. FALSIaff pulls 
off his buck’s head, and rises. 

Enter PAGE, FORD, MISTRESS PAGE and MIS¬ 
TRESS ford. They lay hold an falstaff. 

Page. Nay, do not fly: I think we have 
watch'd you now: 

Will none but Herne the hu ntef serve your turn? 
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[ACTV 


Mrs. Page. I pray you, come, hold up the 
jest no higher. 

Now, good Hit John, how like you Windsor 
wives? in 

See you these, husband? do not these fair yokes 
Become the forest better than the town? 

Ford. Now sir, who’s a cuckold now? Mas¬ 
ter Brook, Falstaff’s a knave, a cuckoldly knave; 
here are his horns, Master Brook: and. Master 
Brook, he hath enjoyed nothing of Ford’s but 
his buck-basket, his cudgel, and twenty pounds 
ofmoney, which must be paid too, Master Brook; 
his hotses are arrested for it. Master Brook, m 
Mrs. Ford. Sir John, we have had ill luck; 
we could never meet. I will never take you for 
my love again, but I will always count you my 
deer. 115 

Fal. I do begin to perceive that I am made 
an ass. 

Ford. Ay, and an ox too; both the proofs 
are extant. u« 

Fal. And these are not fairies? I was three 
or four times in the thought they were not 
fairies; and yet the guiltiness of my mind, the 
sudden surprise of my powers, drove the cross¬ 
ness of the foppery into a received belief, in 
despite of the teeth of all rime and reason, that 
they were fairies. See now how wit may be 
made a Jack-a-lent, when ’tis upon ill employ¬ 
ment! 

Eva. Sir John Falstaff, serve Got, and leave 
your desires, and fairies will not pinse you. 14a 
Ford. Well said, fairy Hugh. 

Eva. And leave you your jealousies too, I 
pray you. 

Ford. I will never mistrust my wife again, 
till thou art able to woo her in good English. t 4 S 
Fal. Have I laid my brain in the sun and 
dried it, that it wants matter to prevent so gross 
o'er-reaching as this? Am I ridden with a 
Welsh goat too? shall I have a coxcomb of 
frize? ’Tis time I were choked with a piece of 
toasted cheese. ( 

Eva. Seese is not goot to give putter; your 
£eUy is all putter. 153 

Fal. ‘Scese’and'putterl’havellivedtostand 
at the taunt of one that makes fritters of Eng¬ 
lish ? This is enough to be the decay of lust and 
late-walking through the realm. 157 

Mrs. Page. Why, Sir John, do you think, 
though we would have thrust virtue out of our 
hearts by the head and shoulders, and have 
riven ourselves without scruple to hell .that ever 
the devil could have made you our delight? 
Ford. What, a bodge-pudding? a bag of flax? 
Mrs. Page. A puffed man? 164 

Page. Old, cold, withered, and of intolerable 
entrails? 

Ford. And one that is as slanderous as Satan’ 
Page. And as poor as Job? t 6 S 

Ford. And as wicked as his wi &2 
Eva. And given toforaicatiMtt.and to taverns, 
ana sack and wine and metheglins, and to 
drinkings and swearings and staring] , pribbles 
and prabbles? 173 

Fal. Well, I hm your theme: you have the 


start of me; I am dejected; I am not able to 
answer the Welsh flannel. Ignorance itsdf is 
a plummet o’er me: use me as you will. 177 

Ford. Marry, sir, we’ll bring you to Windsor, 
to one Master Brook, that you have cozened of 
money, to whom you should have been a pander : 
over and above mat you have suffered, 1 think, 
to repay that money will be a biting affliction. 

Airs. Ford. Nay, husband, let that go to make 
amends; 183 

Forgive that sum, and so we’ll all be friends. 

Ford. Well, here’s my hand: all is forgiven 
at last. 

Page. Yet be cheerful, knight: thou shall 
eat a posset to-night at my house; where I will 
desire thee to laugh at my wife, that now laughs 
at thee. Tell her. Master Slender hath married 
her daughter. 

Mrs. Page. [Aside.] Doctors doubt that: if 
Anne Pago be my daughter, she is, by this 
Doctor Caius’ wife. 193 


Enter slender. 

Slen. Whoa, ho! ho! father Page! 

Page. Son, liow now! how now, son! have 
you dispatched? 196 

Slen. Dispatched! I’ll make the best in 
Gloster-shire know on't; would I were hanged, 
la, else! 

Page. Of what, son? aoo 

Slen. IcameyonderatEtontomarryMistress 
Anne Page, and she's a great lubberly boy: if it 
had not been i* the church, I would have swinged 
him, or he should have swinged me. If I did 
not think it had been Anne Page, would I might 
never stir! and ‘tis a postmaster’s boy. 206 

Page. Uponmy life, then, you took the wrong. 

Slen. What need you tell me that? I think 
so, when I took a boy for a girl. If I had been 
married to him, for all he was in woman’s ap¬ 
parel, I would not have had him. 211 

Page. Why, this is your own folly. Did not 
I tell you how you should know my daughter by 
her garments? 

Slen. I went to her in white, and cried, 
‘mum,’ and she cried ‘budget,’ as Anne and I 
had appointed; and yet it was not Anne, but a 
postmaster’s boy. 

Eva. Jeshu! Master Slender, cannot you see 
put many poys? 220 

Page. O I am vexed at heart: what shall 
Ido? 

Mrs. Page. Good George, be not angry: I 
knew of your purpose; turned mv dauehterjoM? 
green; and, indeed. now witn the doctor 
at the dean e g . nuo there married. 236 


Enter doctor caius. 

Caius. Vere is Mistress Page? By gar, I am 
cozened: I ha’ married 101 gargon, a boy; un 
paysan, by gar, a boy; it is not Anne Page: by 
gar, I am cozened. 130 

Mrs. Page. Why, did you not trite her in green ? 

Caius. A^byjAi, and ’ds a boy: by g ar^PI l 
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Enter FENTON fl/tf ANNE PAOL 

How now, Master Fenton! 

Am, Pardon, good father! goodmy 


Page, Now, mistress, h 
not with Master Slender? 


the Hi forced marriage would have brought 
23 $ up her, 

nes Fori Stand not amaz’d: here is no remedy; 
In love the heavens themselves do guide the 
state; 257 

Money buys lands, and wives are sold by fate, 
Fal, 1 am glad, though you have ta'en a 
special stand to strike at me, that your arrow 
her, hath glanced, 261 

240 Page, Well, what remedy?—Fenton, heaven 
rent give thee joy! 

What cannot be eschew'd must be embrac'd, 


doctor, maid? 244 are chas'd, 264 

Fat, You do amaze her: hear the truth of it. Mrs, Page, Well, I will muse no further, 

You would have married her most shamefully, Master Fenton, - 
Where there was no proportion held in love, Heaven give you many, many merry days! 
The truthis, she and I, longsincecontracted, 24} Good husband, let us every one go home, 

Are now so sure that nothing can dissolve us, And laugh this sport o’er by a country fire; 268 
The offence is holy that she hath committed, Sir John and all, 

And this deceit loses the name of craft, Fori Let it be so, Sir John, 

Of disobedience, or unduteous title, 252 To Master Brook you yet shall hold your word; 
Since therein she doth evitate and shun For he to*night shall lie with Mistress Ford, 272 
A thousand irreligious cursed hours, [Exeunt, 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAS 


ViNCENTio, the Duke. 

Angelo. Lord Deputy in the Duke’* absence. 
Ejcalus, an Ancient Lord, joined witli Angelo 
in the deputation. 

Claudio, a young Gentleman. 

Lucn, a Fantastic. 

Two other like Gentlemen. 

Varrius, a Gentleman attending on the Duke. 
Provost. 

A Janice. 


Elsow, e simple Consul)!*. 

Froth, a foolish Gentleman. 

Pohptv, Tapster to Mistress Overdone, 

Abhor son. an Executioner. 

Barnardine, a dissolute Prisoner. 

Isabella, sister to Claudio. 

Mariana, betrothed to Angelo. 

Juurr, beloved of Claudio. 

Francisca, r Nun. 

Mistress Overdone, r Bawd. 

Lords, Officers, Citizens, Boy, end Attendants. 


Scene.— Vienna. 


ACT I 

Scene I. —An Apartment in the duke’s 
Palace. 

Biter Dime, escalus, Lords, and Attendants. 
Duke. Escalus. 

Escal. My lord? 

Duke. Of government the properties to un¬ 
fold, 

Would seem in me to affect speech and discourse, 
Since I am put to know that your own science 5 
Exceeds, in that, the lists of all advice 
My strength can giveyou: then no more remains, 
Butthatjtoyouraufficiency,as your worth isable, 
And let them work. The nature of our people, 9 
Our city's institutions, and the terms 
For common justice, you’re as pregnant in. 
As art and practice hath enriched any 11 
That we remember. There is our commission, 

| Giving it. 

From which we would not have you warp. Call 
hither, 

I say, bid come before us Angelo. 

{Exit an Attendant. 
What figure of us think you he will bear? 16 
For you must know, we have with special soul 
Elected him our absence to supply, 

Lent him our terror, drest him with our love. 
And given his deputation all the organs 20 

Of our own power: what think you of it? 

Eical. If any in Vienna be of worth 
To undergo such ample grace and honour, 

It is Lord Angelo. 

Duke, Look where he comes. 24 


Enter ANGELO. 

Ang. Always obedient to your Grace’s will, 
I come to know your pleasure. 

Duke. Angelo, 

There is a kind of character in thy life, 

That, to th’ observer doth thy history at 
Fully nnfold. Thyself and thy belongings 
Are not thine own so proper, as to waste 
Thyself upon thy virtues, they on thee. 
Haaven doth win ns as we with torches do, u 


Not light them for themselves; for if our virtues 
Did not go forth of us, ’twere all alike 
As if we had them not. Spirits are not finely 
touch’d 

But to fine issues, nor Nature never lends 3* 
The smallest scruple of her excellence, 

But, like a thrifty goddess, she determines 
Herself the glory of a creditor, 

Both thanks and use. But I do bend my speech 
To one that can my part in him advertise; 41 
Hold, therefore, Angelo: 

f Tendering his commission. 
In our remove be thou at fuff ourself; 
Mortality and mercy in Vienna 44 

Live in thy tongue and heart. Old Escalus, 
Though first in question, is thy secondary. 
Take thy commission. {Giving it. 

Ang. Now, good my lord, 

Let there be some more test made of my metal, 
Before so noble and so great a figure 49 
Be stamp’d upon it. 

Duke. No more evasion: 

We have with a leaven’d and prepared choice 
Proceeded to you; therefore take your honours. 
Our haste from hence is ofso quick condition S 3 
That it prefers itself, and leaves unquestion’d 
Matters of needful value. We shall write to you. 
As time and our concerning* shall importune, 56 
How it goes with us; and do look to know 
What doth befall you here. So, fare you well: 
To the hopeful execution do I leave you 
Of your commissions. 

Ang. Yet, give leave, my lord, 60 

That we may bring you something on the way. 

Duke. My haste may not admit it; 

Nor need you, on mine honour, have to do 
With any scruple: your scope is as mine own, <4 
So to enforce or qualify the laws 
As to your soul seems good. Give me your hud; 
I’ll privily away: I love the people. 

But do not like to stage me to their eye*. 6 * 
Though it do well, I do not relish well 
Their loud applause and Aves vehement. 

Nor do I think the man of safe discretion 
That does affect it. Once more, fare you well, » 
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Ang. The heavens give safety to your purposes! 
Escal. Lead forth and bring you back in 
happiness! 

Duke. I thank you. Fare you well. {Exit. 
Escal. 1 shall desire you, sir, to give me leave 
To have free speech with y ou; and it concerns me 
To look into the bottom of my place: 

A power I have, but of what strength and nature 
I am not yet instructed. go 

Ang. ’Tis so with me. Let us withdraw to¬ 
gether. 

And we may soon our satisfaction have 
Touching that point. 

Escal. I’ll wait upon your honour. 

[Exeunt. 


gation comes! I havepurchased as many diseases 
under her roof as come to— 49 

Second Gent. To what, I pray? 

Lucio. Judge. 

Second Gent. To three thousand dolours a 
year. 53 

First Gent. Ay, and more. 

Lucio. A French crown more. 

First Gent. Thou art always hairing diseases 
in me; but thou art full of error: I am sound. 57 
Lucio. Nay, not as one would say, healthy; 
but so sound as things that are hollow: thy 
bones are hollow; impiety has made a feast of 
thee. 6 s 

Enter mistress overdone. 


Scene II. —A Street. 


Enter i.ucto and two Gentlemen. 

Lucio. If thc Dukc with the other dukes come 
not to composition with die King of Hungary, 
why then, all the dukes fall upon the king. 

First Gent. Heaven grant us its peace, but 
not the King of Hungary’s! 3 

Second Gent. Amen. 

Lucio. Thou concludesl like the sanctimo¬ 
nious pirate, that went to sea with the Ten Com¬ 
mandments, but scraped one out of the table. 
Second Gent. ’Thou shall not steal?' 10 
Lucio. Ay, that he razed. 

First Gent. Why, ‘twas a commandment to 
command the captain and all the rest from their 
functions: they put forth to steal. There’s not 
a soldier of us all, that, in the thanksgiving be¬ 
fore meat, doth relish the petition well that 
prays for peace. J7 

Second Gent. I never heard any soldier dis¬ 
like it. 

Lucio. I believe thee, for I think thou never 
wast where grace was said. 21 

Second Gent. No? a dozen times at least. 
First Gent. What, in metre? 

Lucio. In any proportion or in any language. 
First Gent. I think, or in any religion. 25 
Lucio. Ay; why not? Grace is grace, despite 
of all controversy: as, for example, thou thyself 
art a wicked villain, despite of all grace. 28 

First (rent. Well, there went but a pair of 
shears between as. 

Lucio. I grant; as there may between the 
usts and the velvet: thou art the list. 32 
First Gent. And thou the velvet: thou art 
good velvet; thou art a three-piled piece, I war¬ 
rant thee, 1 had as lief be a list of an English 
kereey asbe piled, as thou art piled, for a French 
velvet. Do I speak feelingly now? 37 

Lucio. I think thou dost; and, indeed, with 
most painful feeling of thy speech: I will, out 
ot thine own confession, learn to begin thy 
feaWb: but, whilst I live, forget to drink after 


c£" a J Gent. I think I have done myself wrong, 
o«vc i not? 44 

Gent. Yes, that thou hast, whether 
thou art tainted ot free. 

Lucio. Behold, behold, where Madam Mid- 


First Gent. How now! which of your hips 
has the most profound sciatica? 

Mrs. Ov. Weil, well; there’s one yonder ar¬ 
rested and carried to prison was worth five 
thousand of you all. 66 

Second Gent. Who’s that, I pray thee> 

Mrs. Ov. Marry, sir, that’s Claudio, Signior 
Claudio. 

First Gent. Claudio to prison! 'tis not so. 70 
Mrs. Ov. Nay, but I know 'tis so: I saw him 
arrested; saw him carried away: and, which is 
more, within these three days his head to be 
chopped off. 

Lucio. But, after all this fooling, I would not 
have it so. Art thou sure of this ? 76 

Mrs. Ov. I am too sure of it; and it Is fra 
getting Madam Julietta with child. 

Lucio. Believe me, this may be: he promised 
to meet me two hours since, and he was ever 
precise in promise-keeping. Si 

Second Gent. Besides, yon know, it draws 
something near to the speech we had to such 
a purpose. (4 

First Gent. But most of all, agreeing with 
the proclamation. 

Lucio. Away llet’s go learn the truth of it. 

,, „ _ [Exeunt LUCIO and Gentlemen. 

Mrs. Ov. Thus, what with the war, what with 
the sweat, what with the gallows and what with 
poverty, I am custom-shrunk. 


Enter FOMPEY. 

How nowl what’s the news with you? 

Pom. Yonder man is carried to prison. 92 
Mrs. Ov. Weil: what has he done? 

Pom. A woman. 

Mrs. Ov. But what’s his offence? 

Pom. Groping for trouts in a peculiar river. 
Mrs. Ov. What, is there a maid with child by 
him? 

Pom. No; hut there’s a woman with i»«k| 
by him. You have not heard of the proclama¬ 
tion, have you? set 

Mrs. Ov. What proclamation, man? 

Pom. All houses of resort in the suburbs 

of Vienna must be plucked down. 104 

Mrs. Ov. And what shall become of those in 
the city? 

Pom. They shall stand for seed: they had 
me down too, but that a wise burgher put hi 
or them. see 


SI 
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Mrs.Ov. But shall all our houses of resort in Lucio. With child, perhaps? 

the suburbs be pulled down? Claud. Unhappily, even so. 

Pom. To the ground, mistress. 112 And the new deputy now for the duke,— 

Mrs. Or. Why, here’s a change indeed in the Whether it be the fault and glimpse of new- 
commonwealth! Wnat shall become of me ? ness, 168 

Pom. Come; fear not you: good counsellors Or whether that the body public be 
lack no clients: though you change your place, A horse whereon the governor doth ride, 
you need not change your trade: I’ll be your Who, newly in the seat, that it may know 
tapster still. Courage 1 there will be pity taken He can command, lets it straight feel the spur; 
on you; you that have worn your eyes almost Whether the tyranny be in his place, 173 
out in the service, you will be considered. 120 Or in his eminence that fills it up, 

Mrs.Ov. What’s to do here, Thomas tapster? I stagger in:—but this new governor 
Let’s withdraw. Awakes me all the enrolled penalties 176 

Pom. Here comes Signior Claudio, led by the Which have, like unscour'd armour, hung by 
provost to prison; and there’s Madam Juliet. the wall 

[Exeunt. So long that nineteen zodiacs have gone round, 

. r.*- __ And none of them been worn; and, for a name, 

Enter provost, claudio, Julxbt, and Officers. Q\y puts the drowsy and neglected act 180 
Claud. Fellow, why dost thou show me thus Freshly on me: ’tis surely for a name, 
to the world? Lucio. I warrant it is: and thy head stands 

Bear me to prison, where I am committed. so tickle on thy shoulders that a milkmaid, if 
Prov. I do it not in evil disposition, she be in love, may sigh it off. Send alter the 

But from lord Angelo by special charge. 128 duke and appeal to him. iss 

Claud. Thus can the demi-god Authority Claud. 1 have done so, but he's not to be 
Make us pay down for our offence by weight found. 

The words of heaven; on whom it will, it will; Iprithee, Lucio, do me this kind service. 

On whom it will not, so: yet still ’tis just 13s This day my sister should the cloister enter, 188 

And there receive her approbation: 

r two Gentlemen. Acquaint her with the danger of my state; 

Lucio. Why, how now, Claudio! whence Implore her, In my voice, that she mate friends 
comes this restraint ? To the strict deputy; bid herself assay him: 19a 

mi. From t°° much liberty, my Lucio, I have great hope in that; for in her youth 
liberty: There is a prone and speechless dialect, 

As surfeit is the father of much fast. Such as move men; be etle, she hath prosperous 

So every scope by the immoderate use >3$ art 

Turns to restraint. Our natures do pursue— When she will play with reason disc ourse, 
Tr . 2 /®? jf rav i n down thdr.proper bane,— And well she can persuade. 197 

A thirsty evil, and when we drink we die. Lucio. I pray she may: as well for the en- 

Euc to. If I could speak so wisely under an couragement of the like, which else would stand 
umt, X would send for certain of my creditors, under grievous imposition, as for the enjoying 
And yet, to say the truth, I had as lief have the of thy life, who I would be sorry should be thus 
foppery of freedom as the morality of imprison- foolishly lost at a game of dck-tack. I’ll to her. 
WhfT'ffiy offence, Claudio? 144 Claud. I thank you, good friend Lucio. 

Claud. What but to speak of would offend Lucio. Within two hours. 

gn.,11, , „ Claud. Come, officer.away! 

Lucio. What, is’t murder? [kxeunt. 

Claud. No. Z4I 

Q Wrf c 2 iT£. Scene m.-A Monastery. 

Prov. Away, air! you must go. 15 r Enter DUKE and FRIAR THOMAS. 

Claud. One word,goodfriend. Lucio, a word Duke. No, holy father; throw away that 

with you. [Takes hm aside. thought: 

Lucio. A hundred, ifthey’U do you any good. Believe not that the dribbling dart of love 
“ J ooJcexlafter 5 Can pierce a complete bosom. Why I desire thee 

Claud. Thus stands it with rue: upon a true To give me secret harbour, hath a purpose 4 
v .if?!? 1 * ■ T „ More grave and wrinkled than the aims and ends 

I got possession of Julietta’s bed: 156 Of burning youth. 

£°uknow the lady; she is fast my wife, Fri. T. May your Grace speak of it? 

SrS TfTf 'ST® d ? ““denunciation lack Duke. My holy sir, none better knows than 

Of outward order: this we came not to, yon 

My Tot propagation of s. dower 160 How I have ever lov’d the life remov’d, 8 

Remaining to the coffer of her friends. And held in idle price to haunt assemblies 

love Where youth, ana cost, and witless btavoy keeps. 


mo * t mutual entertainment A man of stricture and firm abstinence— is 


m 








flCBNB ml 

And be supposes me traveil’d to Poland; 

For so 1 have strew'd it in the common ear. 
And so it is receiv’d. Now, pious sir, is 
You will demand of me why I do this? 

Fri. T. Gladly, my lord. 

Duke. Wehavestrictstatutesandmostbiting 
laws,— 

The needful bits and curbs to headstrong 
steeds,— 20 

Which for this fourteen years we have let sleep; 
Even like an o’ergrown lion in a cave. 

That goes not out to prey. Now, as fond fathers. 
Having bound up the threat’ning twigs of birch. 
Only to stick it m their children’s sight 2; 
For terror, not to use, in time the rod 
Becomes mom mock d than fear’d; so our de¬ 
crees. 

Dead to infliction, to themselves are dead, 28 
And liberty plucks justice by the nose; 

The baby beats the nurse, and quite athwart 
Goes all decorum. 

Fri. T. It rested in your Grace 

T’ unloose this tied-up justice when you pleas’d; 
And it in you more dreadful would have seem’d 
Than in Lord Angelo. 

Duke. I do fear, too dreadful: 

Sith ’twas my fault to give the people scope, 35 
Twould be my tyranny to strike and gall them 
For what I bid them do: for we bid this be done, 
When evil deeds have their permissive pass 
And not the punishment. Therefore, indeed, 
my father, 

I have on Angelo impos’d the office, 40 
Who may, in the ambush of my name, strike 
home, 

And yet my nature never in the sight 
Todo it slander. And to behold his sway, 

I will, as’twere a brother of your order, 44 

Visit both prince and people: therefore, I 
prithee. 

Supply me with the habit, and instruct me 
How I may formally in person bear me 
Like a true friar. Moe reasons for this action 
At our more leisure shall I render you; 49 
Only, this one: Lord Angelo is precise; 

Standi at a guard with envy; scarce confesses 
That his blood flows, or that his appetite 52 
Is more to bread than stone: hence shall we see, 
If power change purpose, what our seemers be. 

[Exeunt. 

Sena IV .—A Numery. 

Enter Isabella and franosca. 
to*. A n d have y ou nuns no farther privi- 

Fnm. Are not these largo enough? 

Dab. Yes, truly: I speak not as desiring 
more, 

fait rather wishing a more strict restraint 4 
Upon the sisterhood, the votaristsofSaintClare, 
Lucio. [Within.] Hoi Peace be in this 
plaoe! 

to*. Who's that which calls? 

Fran. It is a man’s voice. Gentle Isabella, 
Turn you the key,and know his business of him: 
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You may, I may not; you are yet unsworn. 9 
When you have vow’d, you must not speak with 
men 

But in the presence of the prioress: 

Then, if you speak, you must not show your 
face, xa 

Or, if you show your face, you must not speak. 
He calls again; I pray you, answer him. [Exit, 
lsab. Peace and prosperityl Who is’t that 
calls? 

Enter Luao. 

Lucio. Hail, virgin, if you be, as those cheek- 
roses is 

Proc laim you are no less! Can you so stead me 
As bring me to the sight of Isabella, 

A novice of this place, and the fair sister 
To her unhappy brother Claudio ? ao 

lsab. Why her unhappy brother ? ’ let me ask; 
The rather for I now must make you know 
I am that Isabella and his sister. 

Lucio. Gentle and fair, your brother kindly 
greets you: 24 

Not to be weary with you, he’s in prison. 
lsab. Woe me! for what? 

Lucio. For that which, if myself might be his 
judge, 

He should receive his punishment in thanks: 28 
He hath got his friend with child. 

Dab. Sir, make me not your story. 

Lucio. It is true. 

I would not, though ’tis my familiar sin 
With maids to seem the lapwing and to jest, 32 
Tongue far from heart, play with all virgins so: 
I hold you as a thing eusky’d and sainted; 

By your renouncement an immortal spirit. 
And to be talk’d with in sincerity, 

As with a saint. 

lsab. You do blaspheme the good in mock¬ 
ing me. 

Lucio. Do not believe it. Fewness and truth, 
'tis thus: 

Your brother and his lover have embrac’d: 40 
As those that feed grow full, as blossoming time 
That from the seedness the bare fallow brinra 
To teeming foison, even so her plenteous womb 
Expressed! his fall tilth and husbandry. 44 
Dab. Some one with child by him? My cousin 
Juliet? 

Lucio. Is she your cousin? 

Dab. Adoptealy; as school-maids change 
their n*™?! 

By vain, though apt affection. 

, Lucio. She it is. 48 

isdb. O! let liUn marry hst- 
Lucio. This is the point. 

The duke is very strangely gone from hence; 
Bore many gentlemen, myself being one, 

In hand and hope of action; but we do learn 32 
fry those that know the very nerves of state, 
His givings out were of an infinite distance 
From his true-meant design. Upon his place. 
And with full line of his authority, 5<S 

Governs Lord Angelo; a man whose blood 
Is very snow-broth; one who never feels 
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76 


The wanton stings and motion* of the mat. 
But doth rebate and blunt hit natural edge 60 
With profit* of the mind, study and fast. 

He,—to give fear to use and liberty, 

Which have fbr long ran by the hideous law. 
As mice by Hons, hath pick'd out an act, 64 
Under whose heavy sense your brother s life 
Fads into forfeit: he arrests him on it. 

And follows dose the rigour of the statute, 
To make him an example. All hope is gone, 68 
Unfew you have the grace by your fair prayer 
To soften Angelo; and that 's my pith of business 
Twixt you and your poor brother. 

Isab. Doth he so seek his life? 

Lucio. He's censur’d him 7a 

Already; and, as I hear, the provost bath 
A warrant for his execution. 

hub, Alas! what poor ability’s in me 
To do him good? 

Lucio. Assay the power yon have. 76 
hab. My power? alas I 1 doubt— 

Lucio. Our doubts are traitors. 

And make us lose the good we oft might win, 
Byfearb ig to attempt. Go to Lord Angelo, 
And let him learn to know, when maidens 

SUCs 80 

Men give like gods; but when they weep and 
kneel, 

AH their petitions are as freely theirs 
As they themselves would owe them. 

Isab. I’ll see what I can do. 

But speedily. 


Lucio. 


84 


hab. I will about it straight; 

No longer staying but to give the Mother 
Notice of my affair. I humbly thank you: 
Commend me to my brother: soon at night 88 
XU send him certain word of my success. 
Lucio. 1 take my leave of you. 

Good sir, adieu. lExeunt. 


ACT n 

Sent! L— A HaU in an usurt Haute. 

Enter anoklo, ascAt-fn, a Justice, pxovost. 
Officers, aid other Attendant!. 

Ang. We must not make a scarecrow of the 
law. 

Setting it up to fear the birds of prey. 

And let It keep one shape, till custom make it 
Their perch and not their terror. 

Eteal. Ay, but yet 4 

Let u* be keen and rather cut a little, 

Than fall, and bruise to death. Alas! this 
genuemam 

Whom I would save, had a most noble father. 
Let but your honour know,— ■ 

Whom I believe .to be most strait in virtue,— 
That, in the working of your own affections. 
Had time coher’d with place or place with 
wishing, 

Or that the resolute acting of your blood si 
Could have attain'd the affect of your own pur- 


Whether you had not, some time in your Hfe, 
Err 1 d in Otis point which now you censure him. 
And pull’d the law upon you. >6 

Ang. ‘Tis one thing to be tempted, Escalus, 
Another thing to fall. I not deny. 

The jury, passing on the prisoner's life. 

May in the sworn twelve have a thief or two 10 
Guilder than him they try; what 'a open made 
to justice. 

That justice seizes: what know the law* 

That thieves do pass on thieves? 'Tis very preg¬ 
nant. 

The jewel that we find, we stoop and take it 14 
Because we see it; but what we do not see 
We tread upon, and never think of it. 

You may not so extenuate his offence 
For I have had such faults; but rather tell me. 
When I, that censure him, do so offend, 19 
Let mine own judgment pattern out my death. 
And nothing come in partial. Sir, he must die. 
Eteal. Be it as your wisdom will. 

Ang. Where is the provost? 

Pros. Here, if it like your honour. 

Ang. See that Claudio 

Be executed by nine to-morrow morning: 
Bring him his confessor, let him be prepar'd; 
For that’s the utmost of his pilgrimage. 36 
[Exit PROVOST. 

Eteal. Well, heaven forgive him, and forgive 
us all! 

Some rise by sin, and some by virtue fhH: 
Some run from brakes of ice, and answer none, 
And some condemned for a fault alone. «o 

Enter elbow and Officers, with froib and 

POMPEY. 

Elb. Come, bring them away: if these be 
good people in a common-weal that do nothing 
but use their abuses in common bouses, I know 
no law: bring them away. 44 

Ang. How now, sir! What’s your name, and 
what s the matter? 

Elb. If it please four honour, I am the poor 
duke’s constable, and my name is Elbow: I do 
lean upon justice, sir; and do bring in here 
before your good honour two notorious bene- 
factors. 5 * 

Ang. Benefactors! Well; what b en efa ctor s 
are they ? are they not malefactors ? 

Elb. If it please your honour. I know not well 
what they are; but precise villains they are, that 
I am sure of, and void of all profanation m the 
world thatgood Christians ought to have. S 7 
Eteal. This comet off well: hue's a wise 
officer. 

Ang. Goto: what Quality are they of? Elbow 
fa your name ? why dost thou not spsak,.Elbow? 
Pom. He cannot, air: he’s out at dhow, a* 
Ang . What are you, dr? 

£&. He, drl a tapster, sir; parcel-bawd; one 
that servesa bad woman, whose house, sir, wai, 
aa they say, plucked down In the suburb*; and 
now sheiproffesses a hothouse, which, 1 think, fa 
a very ill bouts too. «* 

Eteal. How know yon that? 
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EU>. Mywtfe,iir,whamlo';'te3tbe<bmhoaven Pom. Why, very well: I hope ben be truth*, 
and your honour,— Hie, dr, lining, aa I lay, In a lower chair, lir; 

Eical. Howl thy wife? 7a 'twas in the Bunch of Grape*, when indeed, you 

Elb. Ay, air; whom, I thank heaven, b aa have a delight to lit. have you not? 139 
honeat woman,— Froth. I have so, became it it an open room 

Eical. Dost thou detest her therefore? and good for winter. 

Elb. I say. sir, I will detest myself also, as Pom. Why, very well then: I hope hem be 
well as she, that this house, if it be not a bawd’s truths. 

house, it is pity of her life, for it is a naughty Ang. This will last out a night in Russia, 144 
house. 79 When nights am longest them: I’ll take my 

Eical. How dost thou know that, constable? leave, 

Ett>. Marry, sir, by my wife; who, if she had And leave you to the hearing of the cause, 
been a woman cardinally given, might have Hoping you’ll find good cause to whip them all. 
been accused in fornication, adultery, and all Eical. I think no less. Good morrow to your 
uncleanliness there. 84 lordship. I Exit angelo. 

Eical. By the woman's means? Now, sir, come on: what was done to Elbow's 


Elb. Ay, sir, by Mistress Overdone's means; wife, once more ? 


but as she spit in ids face, so she defied him. 


Pom. Sir, if it please your honour, this is her once. 


Pom. Once, sir? them was nothing done to 


Elb. Prove it before these varlets hem, thou man did to my wife. 


Elb. I beseech you, sir, ask him what this 


honourable man, prove it 
Eical. (To angelo.] Do you hear how he 


Pom. I beseech your honour, ask me. 

Eical. Weil, sir, what did this gentleman to 


Pom. Sir, she came in, great with child, and Pom. I beseech you, sir, look in this gentle¬ 
longing,—saving your honour's reverence,—for man’s face. Good Master Froth, look upon his 
stewed prunes. Sir, we had but two in the honour; 'tis for a good purpose. Doth your 


house, which at that very distant time stood, as honour mark his face? i«r 

it were, in a fruit-dish, a dish of some three- EscaL Ay, sir, very well, 
pence; your honours have seen such dishes; Pom. Nay. I beseech you, mark it weQ. 
they am not China dishes, but very good dishes. Eical. Well, I do so. 164 

£jca/. Go to, go to: no matter for the dish, sir. “ ... ' " ‘ 

Pom. No, indeed, sir, not of a pin; you are 


Eical. Goto,goto:nomatterforthcdish,sir. Pom. Doth your honour 
Pom. No, indeed, sir, not of a pin; you are face? 
therein in the right: but to the point. As I Eical. Why, no. 
say, this Mistress Elbow, being, as I say, with Pom. I’ll be sup 


»«4 

any harm In his 


muo iTuau»N jusi/wri uvuig, uo a oca j 9 n»w* ji twit * ** uw ou^pv upon a book, Ms face 
child, and being great-bellied, and longing, as I is the wont thing about him. Good, then; if his 
said, for prunes, and having but two in the dish, face be the worst thing about him, how could 
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offence* in him that thou wouldest discover if 
thou couldst, let him continue in his courses till 
thou knowcst what they are. *02 

Elb. Marty, I thank your worship for it. 
Thou seest, thou wicked varlet, now, what’s 
come upon thee: thou art to continue now, 
thou varlet, thou art to continue. 

Escal. Where were you bom, {friend ? 

Froth. Here in Vienna, sir. so* 

Escal. Are you of fourscore pounds a year; 
Froth. Ves, an’t please you, sir. 

Escal. So. I To pompey.J What trade are 
you of, sir? 

Pom. A tapster; a poor widow’s tapster. 
Escal. Your mistress’ name? 

Pom. Mistress Overdone. 

Escal. Hath she had any more than one hus¬ 
band? 

Pom. Nine, sir; Overdo’* by the last, 21s 
Escal. Nine!—Come hither to me, Master 
Froth. Master Froth, 1 would not have you 
acquainted with tapsters; they will draw you. 
Master Froth, and you will hang them. Get 
you gone, and let me hear no more of you. 

Froth. I thank your worship. For mine own 
part, I never come into any room in a taphouse, 
out I am drawn in. 226 

Escal. Well: no more of it. Master Froth: 
fhrewell. {Exit froth. 1 —Come you hither to 
me, Master tapster. What’s your name. Master 
tapster? 

Pom. Pompey. 

Escal. What else? 232 

Pom. Bum, sir. 

Escal. Troth, and your bum is the greatest 
thing about you, so that, in the beastliest sense, 
you are Pompey the Great. Pompey, you are 
partly a bawd, Pompey, howsoever you colour 
It in being a tapster, are you not? come, tell me 
true: it snail be the better for you. 239 

, Pom. Truly, sir, 1 am a poor fellow that 
would live. 

Escal. How would you live, Pompey? by 
being a bawd? What do you think of the trade, 
Pompey? is it a lawful trade? 244 

Pom. If the law would allow it, sir. 

Escal. But the law will not allow it, Pompey; 
nor it shall not be allowed in Vienna. 

Pom. Does your worship mean to geld and 
splay all the youth of the city? 

JEjcb/. No, Pompey. 250 

Pent. Truly, sir, in my humble opinion, they 
wiU tq’t then. If your worship will take order 
for the drabs and the knaves, you need not to 
fear the bawds. 

Escal. There are pretty orders beginning, I 
can teU you: it is but heading and hanging. 236 
Pom. If you head and hang ah that offend 
that way but for ten year together, you’ll be 
glad to give out a commission for mote heads. 
If this law hold in Vienna ten year, I’ll rent the 
fairest bouse in it after threepence a bay. If you 
live to see this come to pass, say, Pompey told 
you so. 263 

Escal. Thank you, good Pompey; and, in 
requital of your prophecy, hark you: I advise 


you, let me not find you before me again upon 
any complaint whatsoever; no, not for dwelling 
where you do: if I do, Pompey, I shall beat 
you to your tent, and prove a shrewd Ctesar 
to you. In plain dealing, Pompey, I shall have 
you whipt. So, for this tune, Pompey, fare you 
well. 272 

Pom. I thank your worship for your good 
counsel;— {Aside.} but I shall follow it as the 
Besh and fortune shall better determine. 

Whip me I No, no; let carman whip his Jade; 
The valiant heart’s not wbipt out of his trade. 

{Exit. 

Escal. Come hither to me, Master Elbow; 
come hither. Master constable. How long have 
you been in this place of constable? 280 

Elb. Seven year and a half, sir. 

Escal. I thought, by your readiness in the 
office, you had continued in it some time. You 

say, seven years together? 284 

Elb. And a half, sir. 

Escal. Alas! it hath been great pains to you! 
They do you wrong to put you so oft upon’t. 
Are there not men in your ward sufficient to 
serve it? 289 

Elb. Faith, sir, few of any wit in such matters. 
As they are chosen, they are glad to choose me 
for them: I do it for some piece of money, and 
go through with all. 293 

Escal. Look you bring me in the names of 
some six or seven, the most sufficient of your 
parish. » 9 S 

Elb. To your worship’s house, sir? 

Escal. To my house. Fare you well. 

lExit ELBOW. 

What’s o’clock, think you? 

Just. Eleven, sir. 3 « 

Escal. I pray you home to dinner with me. 
Just. I humbly thank you. 

Escal. It grieves me for the death of Claudio; 
But there is no remedy. 304 

Just. Lord Angelo is severe. 

Escal. *' It is but needful: 

Mercy is not itself, that oft looks so; 

Pardon is still the nurse of second woe. 

But yet, poor Claudio! There’s no remedy. 308 
Come, nr. {Exeunt. 


Scene IT. —Another Room in the Same. 
Enter provost and a Servant. 

Serr. He’s hearing of a cause: he will come 
straight: 

Fll tell him of you. 

Pros. Pray you, do. [Exit Serv.J I’ll know 
His pleasure; may be he will relent. Alas! 

He hath but as offended in a dream: 4 

All sects, all ages smack of this vice, and he 
To die for itl 


Enter anoelo. 

Ang. Now, what’s the matter, provost? 
Pros. Is it your will Claudio shall die to¬ 
morrow? 





nj 


Ang. Did I not tell thee, yea} hadst thou 
not order? 8 

Why dost thou ask again? 

Ptov. Lest I might be too rash. 

Under your good correction, I have seen. 

When, after execution. Judgment hath 
Repented o'er his doom. 

Ang. Go to; let that be mine; is 

Do you your office, or give up your place, 

And you shall well be spar’d. 

Prov. I crave your honour’s paTdon._JP__ 

What shall be done, sir, with the groaning As mine is to him? 
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Ang. Maiden, no remedy. 

hah. Yes; I do think that you might pardon 
him, 49 

And neither heaven nor man grieve at the 
mercy. 

Ang. 1 will not do'L 

Isab. But can you, if you would? 

Ang. Look, what 1 will not, that I cannot do. 
Isab. But might you do’t, and do the world 
no wrong, S 3 

If so your heart were touch'd with that remorse 


Juliet? 

She’s very near her hour. 

Ang. Dispose of her 16 

To some more fitter place; and that with speed. 

Re-enter Servant. 

Sen. Here is the sister of the man condemn’d 
Desires access to you. 

Ang. Hath he a sister? 

Prov. Ay, my good lord; a very virtuous 
maid, so 

And to be shortly of a sisterhood. 

If not already. 

Ang. Well, let her be admitted. 

[Exit Servant. 

See you the fornicatress be remov’d: 

Let her have needful, but not lavish, means; u 
There shall be order for’t. 

Enter Isabella and lucio. 

Pro. God save your honour! 

[Offering to retire. 

Ang. Stay a little while.— ( 7 o isab.] You’re 
welcome: what’s your will? 

Isab. I am a woftil suitor to your honour. 

Please but your honour hear me. ---—------ -,, . „ , 

Ang. Well; what’s your suit? as If He, which is the top of judgment, should 76 

Isab. There is a vice that most I do abhor, But judge you as you are? O! think on that. 
And most desire should meet the blow ofjustice, And mercy then will breathe within your lips. 
For which I would not plead, but that I must; Like man new made. , . 

For which I must not plead, but that I am 3* Ang. Be you content, fair maid; 

At war twixt will and will not. It is the law, not I, condemn your brother: 80 

Ang. Well; the matter? Were he my kinsman, brother, or my son, 

hob. I have a brother is condemn’d to die: It should be thus with him: he must die to- 


Ang. He’s sentenc’d: ’tis too late. 

Lucio. [Aside to isab.) You are too cold. ;6 
Isab. Too late? why, no; I, that do speak a 
word, 

May call it back again. Well, believe this. 

No ceremony that to great ones ’longs. 

Not the king’s crown, nor the deputed sword, <0 
The marshal's truncheon, nor the judge’s robe, 
Become them with one half so good a grace 
As mercy does. 

If he had been as you, and you as he, 64 
You would have slfpt like him; but he, like you, 
Would not have been so stern. 

a Pray you, be gone. 

. I would to heaven I had your potency, 
And you were Isabel 1 should it then be thus? 68 
No; I would tell what ’twere to be a judge. 

And what a prisoner. 

Lucio. [Aside to isab.] Ay, touch him; there s 
the vein. 

Ang. Your brother is a forfeit of the law. 
And you but waste your words. 

Isab. Alas! alas! n 

Why, all the souls that were were forfeit once; 
And He that might the vantage best have took. 
Found out the remedy. How would yoube. 


_ I have a brother is condemn’d 

I do beseech you, let it be his fault, 

And not my brother. 

Prov. [Aside.] Heaven give thee moving 
graces! 36 

Ang. Condemn the fault, and not the actor 
of it? 

Why, every fault’s condemn’d ere it be done. 
Mine were the very cipher of a function. 

To fine the faults whose fine stands in record, 40 
And let go by the actor. 


morrow. 

Isab. To-morrow! O! that’s sudden! Spare 
him, spare him! 

He’s not prepar’d for death. Even for our 
kitchens 84 

We kill the fowl of season: shall we serve heaven 
With less respect than we do minister 
To our gross selves? Good, good my lord, be¬ 
think you: 

Who is it that hath died for this offence? 88 


Isab. O Just, but severe law! There’s many have committed it. 

I had a brother, then.—Heaven keep your Imcio. [Aside wisab.) Ay, well said, 

honour! [Retiring. Ang. The law hath not been dead; though it 

Lucio. [Aside to bab.] Give 1 not o’er so: hath slept: 

to him again, entreat him; Those many had not dar d to do that evU, 

Kneel down before him, hang upon his gown; If that the flret that did th edict in&inge 9 * 
You are too cold: if you should need a pin, 45 Had answer’d for his deed: now’tis awake. 
You could not witnmom tamea tongue desire it. Takes note of what is done, and, like a prophet. 
To him, I say! Looks in a glass, that shows what future evils, 

Isab. Must he needs die? Either new, or by remissneaa new-conceiv’d, 96 
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And *0 in progress to be hatch’d and bom. 
Are now to have no successive degrees, 

But, ere they live, to end. 
hab. Vet show some pity. 

Ang. I show it most of all when l sbow justice; 
For then I pity those I do not know, tm 
Which a dismiss’d offence would after gall. 
And do him right, that, answering one foul 
wrong. 

Lives not to act another. Be satisfied: 104 

Your brother dies to-morrow: be content. 
hab. So you must be the first that gives this 
sentence. 

And he that suffers. O! it is excellent 
To have a giant’s strength, but it is tyrannous 
To use it like a giant. 

Lucia. [Aside to isab.] That's well said. 109 
hab. Could great men thunder 
As Jove himself does, Jove would ne’er be quiet. 
For every pelting, petty officer 112 

Would use his heaven lor thunder; nothing but 
thunder. 

Merciful heaven! 

Thou rather with thy sharp and sulphurous bolt 
Split’st the unwedgeabie and gnarled oak 116 
Than the soft myrtle; but man, proud man, 
Drest in a little brief authority. 

Most ignorant of what he’s most assur’d. 

His glassy essence, like an angry ape, 120 
Plays such fantastic tricks before high heaven 
As make the angels weep; who, with our spleens. 
Would all themselves laugh mortal. 

Lucio. [Aside to isab.] O, to him, to him, 
wench! He will relent: >24 

He ’» coming: I perceive't. 

Pros. [Aside.] Pray heaven she win himl 
Isab. We cannot weigh our brother with our¬ 
self: 

Great men may jest with saints; ’tis wit in them. 
But, in the less foul profanation. 128 

Lucio, [Aside to isab.] Thou’rt in the right, 
girl: more o’ that. 

Isab. That in the captain’s but a choleric 
word, 

Which in the soldier is flat blasphemy. 

Lucio. [ Aside to isab.] Art advis’d o* that} 
more on’t. 132 

Ang. Whydoyouputthesesayingsuponme? 
Isab. Because authority, though it err like 
others. 

Hath yet a Idnd of medicine In itself, 
Thatskinstheviceo’thetop. Go to your bosom; 
Knock there, and ask your heart what it doth 
know 137 

That’s like my brother’s fault: If it confess 
A natural guiltiness such as is his, 

Let it not sound a thought upon your tongue 140 
Against my brother’s life. 

Ang. She speaks, and ’tis 

Such sense that my sense breeds with it. Fare 
you well. 

Isab. Gentle my lord, turn back. 

Ang. I will bethink me. Come again to¬ 
morrow. 144 

Isab. Hark bow I’ll bribe you. Good my 
lord, turn back. 


Asm. How! bribe me? 

Isab. Ay, with such gifts that heaven shall 
share with you. 

Lucio. [Aside to isab.] You had wir'd all 
else. 14S 

Isab, Not with fond sides of the tested gold. 
Or stones whose rates are either rich or poor 
As fancy values them; but with true prayers 
That shall be up at heaven and enter there ija 
Ere sun-rise; prayers from preserved souls, 
From fasting maids whose minds are dedicate 
To nothing temporal. 

Ang. Well; come to me to-morrow. 

Lucio. [Aside to isab.] Go to; ’tis well: away! 
hab. Heaven keep your honour safe! 

Ang. [Aside. ] Amen: 

For I am that way going to temptation, 

Where prayers cross. 

Isab. At what hour to-morrow 

Shall I attend your lordship? 

Ang, At any time ’fore noon. r«o 

Isab. Save your honour! 

[Exeunt Isabella, lucio, and provost. 
Ang. From thee; even from thy virtue! 
What’s this? what’s this? Is this her fault or 
mine? 

The tempter or the tempted, who sins most? 
Ha! 1S4 

Not she; nor doth she tempt: but it is I, 

That, lying by the violet in the sun. 

Do as the carrion does, not as the flower. 
Corrupt with virtuous season. Can it be set 
That modesty may more betray our sense 
Than woman’s lightness? Having waste ground 
enough. 

Shall we desire to raze the sanctuary. 

And pitch our evils there? O, fie, fie, fie! in 
What dost thou, or what art thou, Angelo? 
Dost thou desire her foully for those things 
That make her good? O, let her brother hvet 
Thieves for their robbery have authority 176 
When judges steal themselves. What! do I love 
her, 

That I desire to hear her speak again, 

And feast upon her eyes ? What is’t I dream on ? 
O cunning enemy, that, to catch a saint, 1S0 
With saints dost bait thy hook! Most dangerous 
Is that temptation that doth goad us on 
Tosininloving virtue: never could thestrumpet. 
With ail her double vigour, art and nature, 184 
Once stir my temper; but this virtuous maid 
Subdues me quite. Ever till now, 

When men were fond, I smil’d and wonder’d 
how. [Exit. 


Scene in.—A Room in a Prison. 

Enter duke, disguised as a friar, and provost. 

Duke. Hail to you, provost! so I think you 
are. 

Prov. I am the provost. What’s your will, 
good friar? 

Duke. Bound by my charity and my bless’d 
order, 

I come to visit the afflicted spirits 


4 
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Here In the prison: do me the common right 
To let me see them and to make me know 
The nature of their crimes, that I may minuter 
To them accordingly. s 

Prov, I would do mote than that, more 
were needful. 

Look, here comes one: a gentlewoman of mine. 
Who, falling in the flaws of her own youth. 
Hath blister’d her report. She is with child, rz 
And he that got it, sentenc’d; a young man 
More fit to do another such offence. 

Than die for this. 

Enter Juliet. 


As if I did but only chew his name. 

And in my heart the strong and swelling evil 
Of my conception. The state, wherconl studied, 
Is like a good thing, being often read, S 
Grown fear’d and tedious; yea, my gravity. 
Wherein, let no man hear me, 1 take pride, 
Could 1 with boot change for an idle plume. 
Which the air beats for vain. O place 1 Oform! 
How often dost thou with thy case, thy habit, 13 
Wrench awe from fools, and tie the wiser souls 
To thy false seeming 1 Blood, thou art blood: 
Let’s write good angel on the devil’s horn, rs 
’Tis not the devil’s crest. 


Duke. When must he die? 

Prov. As I do think, to-morrow. 

[To juliet.] I have provided for you: stay a 
while, 17 

And you shall be conducted. 

Duke. Repent you, fair one, of the sin you 
cany? 

Juliet. I do, and bear the shame most pa¬ 
tiently. 20 

Duke. I’ll teach you how you shall arraign 
your conscience. 

And try your penitence, if it be sound. 

Or hollowly put on. 

Juliet. I’ll gladly leam. 23 

Duke. Love you the man that wrong’d you? 

Juliet. Yes, as I love the woman that wrong’d 
him. 

Duke. So then it seems your most offenceful 
act 

Was mutually committed? 

Juliet. Mutually. 

Duke. Then was your sin of heavier kind than 
his. zs 


Juliet. I do confess it, and repent it, father. 
Duke. ’Tis meet so, daughter: but lest you do 
repent, 

as that the sin hath brought you to this shame. 
Which sorrow is always toward ourselves, not 
heaven, 3 » 

Showing we would not spare heaven as we love it, 
But as we stand in fear,— 

Juliet. I do repent me, as it is an evil. 

And take the shame with joy. 

Duke. There rest. 3 * 

Your partner, as I hear, must die to-morrow, 
And I am going with instruction to him. 
God’s grace go with you! Benedicite! [Exit. 

Juliet. Mustdieto-morrowl O injurious love. 
That respites me a life, whose very comfort 41 
Is still a dying horror! 

Prov. 'Tis pity of him. [Exeunt. 


Scene IV.—vi Room bi angelo’s House. 
Enter ANGELO. 

Ang. When I would pray and think, I think 
and pray 

To several subjects: heaven hath my empty 
words. 

Whilst my invention, hearing not my tongue. 
Anchors on Isabel: heaven m my mouth, 4 


Enter a Servant. 

How now! who’s there? 

Serv. One Isabel, a sister. 

Desires access to you. 

Ang. Teach her the way. 

[Exit Servant. 

O heavens! 20 

Why does my blood thus muster to my heart. 
Making both it unable for itself, 

And dispossessing all my other parts 
Of necessary fitness? 24 

So play the foolish throngs with One that 
swounds; 

Come all to help him, and so stop the air 
By which he should revive: and even so 
The general, subject to a well-wish’d king, 28 

8 uit their own part, and in obsequious fondness 
rowd to his presence, where their untaughtlove 
Must needs appear offence. 


Enter ISABELLA. 

How now, feir maid! 
hub. I am come to know your pleasure. 3a 
Ang. That you might know it, would much 
better please me, 

Than to demand what’tis. Your brother cannot 
live. 

Isab. Even so. Heaven keep your honour! 
Ang. Yet may he live awhile; and, it may be. 
As long as you or I: yet he must die. 37 
Isab. Under your sentence? 

Ang. Yea. 

Isab. When, I beseech you? that in his re¬ 
prieve, 40 

Longer or shorter, he may be so fitted 
That his soul sicken not. 

Ang. Hal fie, these filthy vices 1 It were as 
good 

To pardon him that hath from nature Stolen 44 
A man already made, as to remit 
Their saucy sweetness that do coin heaven’s 
image 

In stamps that are forbid: ’tis all as easy 
Falsely to take away a life true made, 4* 
As to put metal in restrained means 
To make a false one. 

Isab. ’Tis set down so in heaven, but not in 
earth. 

Ang. Say you so? then I shall pose yon 
quickly. 32 

Which had yon rather, that die moat just law 
Now took your brother’s life; or, to redeem him. 
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Give up your body to such sweet uncleanness 
As she that he ham stain’d? 

/rah. Sir, believe this, 56 

I had rather give my body than my soul. 

Ang. I talk not or your soul. Our compell’d 
tin s 

Stand more for number than for accompt. 
hab. How say you? 

Ang. Nay, I’ll not warrant that; for I can 
speak to 

Against the thing I say. Answer to this: 

I, now the voice of the recorded law. 
Pronounce a sentence on your brother’s life: 
Might there not be a charity in sin 64 

To save this brother’s life? 

hab. Please you to do't. 

I’ll take it as a peril to my soul; 

It is no sin at all, but chanty. 

Ang. Pleas'd you to do’t, at peril of your soul. 
Were equal poi3e of sin and charity. 69 

hab. That I do beg his life, if it be sin, 
Heaven let me bear it! you granting of my suit. 
If that be sin, 1 ’U make it my mom prayer 72 
To have it added to the faults of mine. 

And nothing of your answer, 

Ang. Nay, but hear me. 

Your sense pursues not mine: either you are 
ignorant. 

Or seem so craftily; and that’s not good. 76 
hab. Let me be ignorant, and in nothing good, 
But graciously to know I am no better. 

Ang. Thus wisdom wishes to appear most 
bright 

When it doth tax itself; as these black masks 80 
Proclaim an enshield beauty ten times louder 
Than beauty could, display’d. But mark me; 
To be received plain. I’ll speak more gross: 
Your brother is to die. 84 

hab. So. 

Ang. And his offence is so, as it appears, 
Accountant to me law upon that pain. 

. hab. True. 88 

Ang. Admit no other way to save Ms life,— 
As I subscribe not that, nor any other. 

But in me loss of question,—that you, his sister. 
Finding yourself desir’d of such a person, 92 
Whose credit with the judge, or own great place. 
Could fetch your brother from the manacles 
Of the a 11 -building law; and that there were 
No earthly mean to save him, but that either 96 
You must lay down the treasures of your body 
To this suppos’d, or else to let him suffer; 
What would you do? 

hab. Asmuchformypoorbrother,asmyself: 
That is, were I under the terms of death, 101 

Th’ impression of keen wMps I’d wear as rubies. 
And strip myself to death, as to a bed 
That, longing, have been sick for, ere I’d yield 
My body up to shame. 

Ann. Then must your brother die. 

hab. And ’twere the cheaper way: 

Better it were a brother died at once, 

Than that a sitter, by redeeming him, lot 
Should die for ever. 

Ang. Warn not you then as cruel as the sen- 
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That you have slander’d so? 

hab. Ignomy in ransom and free pardon 112 
Are of two houses: lawful mercy 
Is nothing kin to foul redemption. 

Ang. You seem’d of late to make the law a 
tyrant; 

And rather prov'd the sliding of your brother 1x6 
A merriment than a vice. 

hab. O, pardon me, my lord 1 it oft falls out. 
To have what we would have, we speak not what 
we mean. 

I something do excuse me thing I hate, 110 
For his advantage that I dearly love. 

Ang. We are all frail. 

hab. Else let my brother die. 

If not a feodary, but only he 
Owe and succeed my weakness. 114 

Ann. Nay, women are frail too. 

Isao. Ay, as the glasses where they view 
themselves, 

Which are as easy broke as they make forms. 
W omen I Help heaven! men their creation mar 
In profiting by them. Nay, call us ten times 
frail, ug 

For we are soft as our complexions are. 

And credulous to false prints. 

Ann. I think it well: 

And from this testimony of your own sex,— 132 
Since I suppose we are made to be no stronger 
Than faults may shake our frames,—let me be 
bold; 

I do arrest your words. Be mat you arc, 

That is, a woman; if you be more, you're none; 
If you be one, as you are well express’d 137 
By all external warrants, show it now, 

By putting on the destin’d livery. 
hab. I nave no tongue but one: gentle my 
lord, 140 

Let me entreat you speak the former language. 
Ann. Plainly conceive, I love you. 
hab. My brother did love Juliet; and you 
tell me 

That he shall die for’L 144 

Ann. He shall not, Isabel, if you give me love. 
hab. I know your virtue hath a licence in’t. 
Which seems a little fouler than it is. 

To pluck on others. 

Ang. Believe me, on trine honour. 

My words express my purpose. 149 

hab. Ha! little honour to be much believ’d. 
And most pernicious puiposet Seeming, seem¬ 
ing! 

I will proclaim thee, Angelo; look for’t: 152 
Sign me a present pardon for my brother. 

Or with an outstretch’d throat 1 'U tell the 
world aloud 
What man thou art. 

Ang. Who will believe thee, Isabel? 

My unsofl’d name, the austereness rimy life, tjs 
My vouch against you, and my place i’ the state, 
Will so your accusation overweigh, 

That you shall stifle in your own report 
And smell of calumny. I have begun; lie 
And now 1 give my sensual race the rein: 

Fit thy consent to my sharp appetite: 

Lay by all nicety and prollxima blushes, 
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That banish what they sue for; redeem thy 
brother 164 

By yielding up thy body to my will. 

Or else he must not only die the death, 

But thy unkindness shall his death draw out 
To lingering sufferance. Answer me to-morrow. 
Or, by the affection that now guides me most. 
I’ll prove a tyrant to him. As for you, 170 
Say what you can, my false o’erweighs your 
true. [Exit, 

lsab. To whom should I complain? Did I 
tell this, 17a 

Who would believe me? O perilous mouths! 
That bear in them one and the self-same tongue. 
Either of condemnation or approof. 

Bidding the law make curt’sy to their will; 176 
Hooking both right and wrong to th’ appetite, 
To follow as it draws. I’ll to my brother: 
Though hehathfallcnbyprompture ofthe blood. 
Yet hath he in him such a mind of honour, 180 
That, had he twenty heads to tender down 
On twenty bloody blocks, he’d yield them up, 
Before his sister should her body stoop 
To such abhorr’d pollution. 184 

Then, Isabel, live chaste, and, brother, die: 
More than our brother is our chastity. 

I’ll tell him yet of Angelo’s request. 

And fit his mind to death, for his soul's rest. >88 

lExit. 

ACT m 

Scene I. —A Room in the Prison. 

Enter duke, as a friar, Claudio, and provost. 
Duke. So then you hope of pardon from Lord 
Angelo? 

Claud. The miserable have no other medidne 
But only hope: 

I have hope to live, and am prepar’d to die. 4 
Duke. Be absolute for death; either death 
or life 

Shall thereby be the sweeter. Reason thus with 

life; 

If I do lose thee, I do lose a thing 
That none but fools would keep: a breath thou 
art, > 

Servile to all the skyey influence*. 

That dost this habitation, where thou keep’st. 
Hourly afflict. Merely, thou art death's fool; 
For him thou labour’st by thy flight to shun, is 
• And yet run’st toward him still. Thou art not 
noble: 

For all th’ accommodations that thou bear’st 
Are nurs’d by ba sene ss. Thou art by no means 
valiant; 

For thou dost fear the soft and tender fork iS 
Of a poor worm. Thy best of rest is sleep. 

And that thou oft provok'st; yet grossly fear’st 
lay death, which is no more. Thou art not 
thyself; 

For thou exiit’st on many a thousand grains so 
That issue out of dust. Happy thou art not; 
For what them hast not, still thou striv’st to get. 
And what thou hast, forget’st. Thou ait not 
certain; 

For thy complexion shifta to strange effects, 14 


After the moon. If thou art rich, thou’rt poor; 
For, like an ass whose back with Ingots bows. 
Thou bear’st thy heavy riches but a ic-simey. 
And death unloads thee. Friendhasttnounone; 
For thine own bowels, which do call thee sire. 
The mere effusion of thy proper loins. 

Do curse the gout, serpigo, and the rheum. 

For ending thee no sooner. Thou hast nor 
youth nor age; 3* 

But, as it were, an after-dinner’s sleep. 
Dreaming on both; for all thy blessed youth 
Becomes as aged, and doth beg the alms 
Of palsied eld; and when thou art old and rich. 
Thou hast neither heat, affection, limb, nor 
beauty, 37 

To make thy riches pleasant. What’s yet in this 
That bears the name of life? Yet in this life 
Lie hid moe thousand deaths: yet death we fear. 
That makes these odds all even. 

Claud. I humbly thank you. 

To sue to live, I And I seek to die. 

And, seeking death, And life: let it come on. 
lsab. [Within.] What ho! Peace here; grace 
and good company! 44 

Prov. Who’s there? come in: the wish de¬ 
serves a welcome. 

Duke. Dear sir, ere long I’ll visit you again. 
Claud. Most holy sir, 1 thank you. 47 

Enter Isabella. 

Is. My business is a word or two with Claudio. 
Prov. And very welcome. Look, tignior; 
here’s your sister. 

Duke. Provost, a word with you. 

Prov. As many as you please. 

Duke. Bring me to hear them speak, where 
I may be conceal’d. sa 

[Exeunt duke and provost. 
Claud. Now, sister, what’s the comfort? 
lsab. Why, as all comforts are; most good, 
most good indeed. 

Lord Angelo, having affairs to heaven, 

Intends you for his swift ambassador, j« 

Where you shall be an everlasting leiger: 
Therefore, your best appointment make with 
speed; 

To-morrow you set on. 

Claud. Is there no remedy? 

lsab. None, but such remedy, as to save a 
head so 

To cleave a heart in twain. 

Claud. But is there any? 

lsab. Yes, brother, you may live: 

There is a devilish mercy in the iudge, 

If you’ll implore it, that will free your life, 64 
But fetter you till death. 

Claud. Perpetual durance? 

lsab. Ay, just; perpetual durance, a restraint, 
Though all the world's validity you had. 

To a determin’d scope. 

Claud. But in what nature? 6 » 

lsab. In such a one as, you consenting to’t. 
Would bark your honour from that trunk you 
bear, 

And leave you naked. 

Claud. Let me know the point 
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And six or seven winters more respect 
Than a perpetual honour. Dar’st thou die? 
The sense of death is most in apprehension, tt 
And the poor beetle, that we tread upon, 

Is v.Wijoral sufferance finds a pang as great 
As when a giant dies. 


Claud. 
Think yo 


Can lay on nature is a paradise 
To what we fear of death. 
hab. Alas! alas! 

Claud. Sweet sister, let me live: 

What sin you do to save a brother's life, 13a 
Nature dispenses with the deed so far 


Think you I can a resolution fetch So hab. O you beast! 

V rom flowery tenderness? If I must die, O faithless coward! O dishonest wretch! 

I will encounter darkness as a bride, Wilt thou be made a man out of my vice? 136 

And hug it in mine arms. Is’t not a kind of incest, to take life 

hab. There spake my brother: there my From thine own sister’s shame? What should 
father’s grave S4 I think? 

Did utter forth a voice. Yes, thou must die: Heaven shield my me 

Thou art too noble to conserve a life For such a warped s 

In base appliances. This outward-sainted do- Ne'er issu’d from his 
puty. Die, perish! Might 1 


>u me this shame? That it becomes a virtue. 


I think? 


For such a warped slip of \ 
Ne'er issu’d from his blood. 


nldemess 140 
Take my defiance; 
bending down 


puty. Die, perish! Might but my bending down 

Whose settled visage and deliberate word SS Reprieve thee Horn thy fate, it should proceed. 
Nips youth i’ the head, and follies doth enmew I’ll pray a thousand prayers for thy death, 144 
As fitlcon doth the fowl, is yet a devil; No word to save thee. 


As fhlcon doth the fowl, is yet a devil; 

His filth within being cast, he would appear 
A pond as deep as hell. 

Claud. The prenzie Angelo? 93 

Iiab. O, *tis the cunning livery Of hell. 

The damned’st body to invest and cover 
In prenzie guards! Dost thou think, Claudio? 
If I would yield him my virginity, 96 

Thou mightst be freed. 

Claud. O heavens! it cannot be. 

hab. Yes, he would give’t thee, from this 
rank offence. 

So to offend him still. This night's the time 


No word to save thee. 

Claud. Nay, hear me, Isabel. 
hab. O, fie, fie, fie! 

Thy sin's not accidental, but a trade. 

Mercy to thee would prove itself a bawd: 14s 
Tis best that thou diest quickly. IGoing. 
Claud. O hear me, Isabella. 

Re-enter DUKE. 

Duke. Vouchsafe a word, young sister, but 
one word. 

hab. What is your will? 131 

Duke. Might you dispense with your leisure. 


That I should do what I abhor to name, 100 I would by and by have some speech with you: 


Or else thou diest to-morrow. 


7 mA. O! were it but my life, 

Fd throw it down for your deliverance 
As frankly as a pin. 

Claud. Thanks, dear lsabel. 


Thou shalt not do’t own benefit 


the satisfaction I would require is likewise your 


hab. I have no superfluous leisure: my stay 
must be stolen out of other affairs; but I will 
attend you a while. i$s 

Duke. [Aside to Claudio.] Son, I have over- 


» . *°4 mjuku. uuiae 10 ccAUDio. j aon, 1 nave over- 

• hab. Be ready, Claudio, for your death to- heard what hath past between you and your 
morrow. sister. Angelo had never the purpose to corrupt 

_ Claud. Yes. Has he affections in him, her; onto he hath made an assay of her virtue 

That thus can m ake h i m bite the law by the nose, to practise his Judgment with the disposition of 
When he would force it? Sure, it is no sin; 108 natures. She, having the truth ofhonour in her. 
Or of the deadly seven it is the least. hath made him that gracious denial which he is 

hab. Which is the least? most glad to rt * 


, . , hath made him that gracious denial which he is 

hab- .vSH™ “ “S* lea *v. . most glad to receive: I am confessor to Angelo, 

"Claud. If it were damnable, he being so wise, and I know this to be true; therefore prepare 
Why would he for the momentary trick ns yourself to death. Do not satisfy your resolution 
Be pmdurably fin d? O Isabel! withhopes that are fallible: to-morrow yon must' 

hub. What says mybrother? die: go to your knees and make ready. 170 


Claud. Death is a fearftal thing. Cu 

Itab. And shamed Hfe a hateful. soon 

Claud. Ay, but to die, and go we know not of it. 
. whore; . 116 Du 


diejgo to your knees and make ready, 
fearfhl thing. Claud. Let me ask my sister pardon. I 
al. to out of love with life that I win sue to be rid 


_ S*®*;.. . . , n« Duke. Hold you there: fhreweH. 174 

ToUe incoM obstruction and to rot; [£*« claudm. 

This sensible warm motion to become 

A kneaded dod; and the deUgkM spirit Re-enter frovost. 

To bathe in flay floods, or to reside tae Provost, a word with you. 

5 * .re gion of thick-ribbed ice; Prov. What’s your wffl, Hither? 

To b e imprison d hi the viewless winds, Duke. That now you are come, you will he 

Aad blown with restless violence round about gone. Leave me awhile with the maid: my mind 
The pe nda n t world; or to be worse than wont promises with my habit no loss shall touch her 
Of those that lawless and incertain thoug ht* by my company, tie 

IWmgfrii howHag: Us too hotriblsl Aw. IfagooS time. 


{Ex*. 
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Duke. The hand that hath made you fair 
hath made you good: the goodness that is 
cheap in beauty makes beauty brief in good¬ 
ness: but grace, being the soul of your com¬ 
plexion, shall keep the body of it ever fair. The 
assault that Angelo hath made to you, fortune 
hath conveyed to my understanding; and, but 
that frailty hath examples for his falling, I 
should wonder at Angelo. How would you do 
to content this substitute, and to save your 
brother? 192 

Dab. I am now going to resolve him; I had 
rather my brother die by the law than my son 
should be unlawfully bom. But O, how much is 
the good duke deceived in Angelo! If ever he 
return and I can speak to him, I will open my 
lips in vain, or discover his government. i »8 
Duke. That shall not be much amiss: yet, as 
the matter now stands, he will avoid your accu¬ 
sation; ‘lie made trial of you only.’ Therefore, 
fasten your car on my advisings: to the love 
I have in doing good a remedy presents itself. 
I do make myself believe that you may most 
uprighteously do a poor wronged lady a merited 
benefit, redeem your brother from the angry law, 
do no stain to your own gracious person, and 
much please the absent duke, if peradventure 
be shall ever return to have hearing of this 
business. 210 

Dab. Let me hear you speak further. I have 
spirit to do anything that appears not foul in 
the truth of my spirit. 

Duke. Virtue is bold, and goodness never 
fearful. Haveyou not heard speak of Mariana, 
the sister of Frederick, the great soldier who 
miscarried at sea? 

Dab. I have heard of the lady, and good 
words went with her name. 219 

Duke. She should this Angelo have married; 
was affianced to her by oath, and the nuptial 
appointed: between which time of the contract, 
and limit of the solemnity, her brother Frederick 
was wracked at sea. bavingin that perished vessel 
the dowry of his sister. But mark how heavily 
this befell to the poor gentlewoman: there she 
lost a noble and renowned brother, in his love 
toward her ever most kind and natural; with 
him the portion and sinew of her fortune, her 
marriage-dowry; with both, her combinate hus¬ 
band, this well-seemingAncelo. 231 

Dab. Can this be so? Did Angeloso leave her? 
Duke. Left her in her tears, and dried not 
one of them with his comfort; swallowed bis 
vows whole, pretending in her discoveries of 
dishonour: in few, bestowed her on her own 
lamentation, which she yet wean for his sake; 
and he, a marble to her tears, is washed with 
them, but relents not. 239 

Dab. What a merit were it in death to take 
this poor maid from the world! Whatcorrup- 
bon in this life, that it will let this man live I 
But how out or this can she avail; Mi 
Duke. It is a rupture that you may easily 
heal; and the cure of it not only saves your 
brother, but keeps you from dishonour in 


Dab. Show me how, good father. x*s 
Duke. This fbrcnamed maid hath yet in her 
the continuance of her first affection: his unjust 
unkindness, that in all reason should have 
quenched her love, hath, like an impediment 
m the current, made it more violent and unruly. 
Go you to Angelo: answer his requiring with a 
plausible obedience: agree with his demands to 
the point; only refer yourself to this advantage, 
first, that your stay with him may not be long, 
that the time may have all shadow and silence 
in it, and the place answer to convenience. 
This being granted in course, and now follows 
all, we shall advise this wronged maid to stead 
up your appointment, go in your place; if the 
encounter acknowledge itself hereafter, it may 
compel him to her recompense; and here by 
this is your brother saved, your honour un¬ 
tainted, the poor Mariana advantaged, and the 
corrupt deputy scaled. The maid will I frame 
and make fit for his attempt If you think well 
to carry this, as you may, the doubleness of the 
benefit defends the deceit from reproof. What 
think you of it? 271 

Dab. The image of it gives me content 
already, and I trust it will grow to a most 
prosperous perfection. 

Duke. It lies much in your bolding up. 
Haste you speedily to Angela: if for this night 
he entreat you to his bed, give him promise 
of satisfaction. 1 will presently to St Luke’s: 
there, at the moated grange.resfdes this dejeewi 
Mariana: at that place call upon me, and dis¬ 
patch with Angelo, that it may be quickly, sis 
Dab. I thank you for this comfort. Fare yon 
well, good father. [Exeunt. 


Scene Vi—The Street before the Prison. 
Enter duke, as a friar- to him elbow, POMPEV, 
and Officers, 


Etb. Nay, if there be no remedy for it, but 
that you will needs buy and sell men and women 
like beasts, we shall have all the world drink 
brown and white bastard. 4 

Duke. O heavens 1 what stuff is here? 

Pom. Twas never merry world, since, of two 
usuries, the merriest was put down, and the 
worser allowed by order or law a furred gown 
to keep him warm; and Birred with fox and 
lamb skins too, to signify that craft, being 
richer than innocency, stands for the facing. 

Elb. Come your way, sir. Bless you, good 
Hither friar. >3 

Duke. And you, good brother father. What 
Offence hath this man made you, sir? 

Elb. Marry, sir, he hath offended the law: 
and. sir, we take him to be a thief too, sir; for 
we have found upon him, sir, a strange pick- 
lock, which we have sent to the deputy. 

Duke. Fie, sirrah: s bawd, s wicked bawdt so 
TV rvfl that then caiaest to be done, 

That is thy meane to live. Do thou but think 
What *tis to cram a maw or clothe aback 
From such a filthy vice: say to thyadt 
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From their abominable and beastly touches 
I drink, I eat, array myself, and live. 

Canst thou believe thy living is a life, 27 

So a rtnltln gl y depending? Go mend, go mend. 

Pom. Indeed, it does stink in some sort, sir; 
but yet, sir, I would prove— 

. Duke. Nay, if the devil have given thee proafk 
for sin, 

Thou wilt prove his. Take him to prison, 
officer; 32 

Correction and instruction must both work 
Ere this rude beast will profit. 

Elb. He must before the deputy, sir; he has 
given him warning. The deputy cannot abide a 
whoremaster: if he be a whoremonger, and 
comes before him, he were as good go a mile 
on his errand. 

Duke. That we were all, as some wouldseem 
to he, 4° 

From our faults, as faults from seeming, free! 

Elb. His neck will come to your waist,—a 
cord, sir. 

Pom. I spy comfort: I cry, bail. Here’s a 
gentleman and a friend of mine. 4 S 

Enter lucio. 

Lucio. How now, noble Pompey! What, at 
the wheels of Caesar? Art thou led in triumph? 
What, is there none of Pygmalion’s images, 
newly made woman, to be had now, for putting 
the hand in the pocket and extracting it 
clutched? What reply? ha? What say’st thou 
to this tune, matter and method? Is’t not 
drowned i’ the last rain, ha? What sayest thou 
Trot? Is the world as it was, man? Whichisthe 
way? Is it sad, and few words, or how? The 
trick of it? 36 

Duke. Still thus, and thus, still worse! 

Lucio. How doth my dear morsel, thy mis¬ 
tress? Procures she still, ha? 

Pom. Troth, sir, she hath eaten up all her 
beef, and she is herself in the tub. 61 


s Ucrm 

Lucio. Does Bridget paint still, Pompey, ha? 

Elb. Come your ways, sir; come. 

Pom. You will not bail me then, sir? ss 

Lucio. Then, Pompey, nor now. What news 
abroad, friar? What news? 

Elb. Come your ways, sir; come. 

Lucio. Go to kennel, Pompey; go. 92 
[Exeunt elbow, POMPEY and Officers, 
What news, friar, of the duke? 

Duke. I know none. Can you tell me of any? 

Lucio. Some say he is with the Emperor of 
Russia: other some, he is in Rome: but where 
is he, think you? 97 

Duke. I know not where; but wheresoever, 
I wish him well. 

Lucio. It was a mad fantastical trick of him 
to steal from the state, and usurp the beggary 
he was never born to. Lord Angelo dukes it 
well in his absence; he puts transgression to’t. 

Duke. He does well m’t tea 

Lucio. A little more lenity to lechery would 
do no harm in him: something too crabbed that 
way, friar. 

Duke. It is too general a vice, and severity 
must cure it. 109 

Lucio. Yes, in good sooth, the vice is of a 
great kindred; it is well allied; but it is im¬ 
possible to extirp it quite, friar, till eating and 
drinking be put down. They say this Angelo 
was not made by man and woman after this 
downright way of creation: is it true, think you ? 

Duke. How should he be made, then? 116 

Lucio. Some report a sea-maid spawn'd him; 
some that he was begot between two stock-fishes. 
But it is certain that when he makes water his 
urine is congealed ice; that I know to be true; 
and he is a motion generative; that’s infallible. 

Duke. You are pleasant, sir. and speak apace. 

Lucio. Why, what a ruthless thing is this 
in him, for the rebellion of a cod-piece to take 
away the life of a man! Would the duke that 
is absent have done this? Ere he would have 


Lucio. Why, ’tis good; it is the right of it; hanged a man for the getting a hundred bas 
It must be so: ever your fresh whurs and your tards, he would have paid for the nursing a 


powdered bawd: an unshunned consequence; it 
must be so. Art going to prison, Pompey? 
Pom. Yes, faith, sir. 66 

Lucio. Why, 'tis not amiss, Pompey. Fare¬ 
well. Go, say I sent thee thither. For debt, 
Pompey? or now? 

Elb. For being a bawd, for being a bawd. 70 
Lucio. Well, then, imprison him. If im¬ 
prisonment be the due of a bawd, why, ’tis his 
right: bawd is he, doubtless, and of antiquity 
too; bawd-born. Farewell, good Pompey. Com¬ 
mend me to the prison, Pompey. You will turn 
good husband now, Pompey; you will keep the 
house. 77 

Pom. I hope, sir, your good worship will be 
my ball. 

Lucio. No, indeed will I not, Pompey; it is 
not the wear. I will pray, Pompey, to increase 
your bondage: if you take it not patiently, why, 
your mettleu the more. Adieu, trusty Pompey. 
Blew you, friar. *4 

Duke. And you. 


thousand: he had some feeling of the sport; 
he knew the service, and that instructed him 
to mercy. . . rjr 

Duke. 1 never heard the absent duke much 
detected for women; he was not in c lin ed 
that way, , , . 

Lucio. O, sir, you are deceived. 

Duke. Tis not possible. I 3 « 

Lucio. Who? not the duke? yes, your beggar 
of fifty, and his use was to put a ducat in her 
clack-dish; the duke had crotchets in him. He 
would be drunk too: that let me inform you. 140 
Duke. You do him wrong, surely. 

Lucio. Sir, I was an inward of his. A shy 
fellow was the duke; and, I believe I know the 
cause of his withdrawing. 144 

Duke. What, i prithee, might be the cause? 
Lucio. No, pardon: *tis a secret must be 
locked within the teeth and the lips; but this 
I can let you understand, the greater file of the 
subject held the duke to be wise. 

Duke. Wise! why, no quwdoa but he was. 
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Lucia. A very superficial, ignorant, unweigh- 
tog fellow. xja 

Duke. Either this is envy in you, folly, or 
mistaking: the very stream of his life and the 
business he hath helmed must, upona warranted 
need, give him a better proclamation. Let him 
be but tesdmonied to his own bringings forth, 
and he fh«H appear to the envious a scholar, 
a statesman and a soldier. Therefore you speak 
unskilfully; or, if your knowledge be more, it is 
much darkened in your malice. 

Lucia. Sir, I know him, and I love him. 162 
Duke. Love talks with better knowledge, and 
knowledge with dearer love. 

Lucia. Come, sir, I know what I know. 
Duke. I can hardly believe that, since you 
know not what you speak. But, if ever the duke 
return,—as our prayers are he may,—let mo 
desire you to make your answer before him: 
if it be honest you have spoke, you have courage 
to maintain it. 1 am bound to call upon you; 
and, I pray you, your name? 17a 

Lucia. Sir, my name is Lucio, well known to 
the duke. 

Duke. He shall know you better, sir, if I may 
live to report you. 176 

Lucio. I fear you not. 

Duke. Ol you hope the duke will return no 
more, or you imagine me too unhurtful an 
opposite. But indeed I can do you little harm; 
you'll forswear this again. 

Lucio. I’ll be hanged first: thou art deceived 
in me, friar. But no more of this. Canst thou 
tell if Claudio die to-morrow or no? 184 
Duke. Why should he die. sir? 

Lucio. Why? for filling a bottle with a tun- 
dish. I would the duke we talk of were returned 
again: this ungenitured agent will unpeople the 
rovince with continency; sparrows must not 
uild to his house-eaves, because they are 
lecherous. The duke yet would have dark deeds 
darkly answered; he would never bring them 
to light: would he were returned! Marry, this 
Claudio is condemned for un trussing. Farewell, 

f ood friar; I prithee, pray for me. The duke, 
say to thee again, would eat mutton on Fridays. 
He s not past it yet, and I say to thee, he would 
mouth with a beggar, though she smelt brown 
'bread and garlic: say that I said so. Farewell. 

[Exit. 

Duke. No might nor neatness in mortality 
Can censure 'scape: back-wounding calumny 
The whitest virtue strikes. What king so strong 
Can tie the gall up in the slanderous tongue? 
But who comes here? so* 


Enter escalus, provost, and Officers with 

MISTRESS OVERDONE. 

Escal. Go; away with her to prison! 

Mrs. Ov. Good my lord, be good to me; your 
honour is accounted a merciful man; good my 
lord. log 

.Escal. Double and treble admonition, and 
still forfeit in the same kind? This would make 
mercy swear, and play the tyrant. 


Pros. A bawd of eleven years’ continuance, 
may it please your honour. 213 

Mrs. Or. My lord, this is one Lucio’s infor¬ 
mation against me. Mistress Kate Keepdown 
was with child by him in the duke’s time; he 
promised her marriage; his child is a year and 
a quarter old, come Philip and Jacob: I have 
kept it myself, and see how he goes about to 
abuse me! 22a 

Escal. Thatfellowisafellowofmuchlicence: 
let him be called before us. Away with her to 
prison! Go to; no more words. [Exeunt Offi¬ 
cers with MISTRESS OVERDONE.] PTOVOSt, my 
brother Angelo will not be altered: Claudio 
must die to-morrow. Let him be furnished with 
divines, and have all charitable preparation: if 
my brother wrought by my pity, it should not 
be so with him. 22$ 

Pros. So please you, this friar hath been with 
him, and advised him for the entertainment of 
death. 232 

Escal. Good even, good father. 

Duke. Bliss and goodness on you! 

Escal. Of whence are you? 

Duke. Not of this country, though my chance 
is now 236 

To use it for my dme: I am a brother 
Of gracious order, late come from the See, 

In special business from his Holiness. 

Escal. What news abroad i’ the world ? 240 
Duke. None, but there is so great a fever on 
goodness, that the dissolution of it must cure 
it: novelty is only in request; and it is as 
dangerous to be aged in any kind of course, as 
it is virtuous to be constant in any undertaking: 
there is scarce truth enough alive to make 
societies secure, but security enough to make 
fellowships accursed. Much upon this riddle 
runs the wisdom of the world. This news is old 
enough, yet it is every day’s news. I pray you, 
sir, of what disposition was the duke? 251 
Escal. One that, above all other strifes, con¬ 
tended especially to know himself. 

Duke, what pleasure was he given to? 254 
Escal. Rather rejoicing to see another merry, 
than merry at anything which professed to make 
him rejoice: a gentleman of all temperance. 
But leave we him to his events, with a prayer 
they may prove prosperous: and let me desire 
to know how you find Claudio prepared. I am 
made to understand, that you have lent him 
visitation. 282 

Duke. He professes to have received no sinis¬ 
ter measure from his judge, but most willingly 
humbles himself to the determination of justice; 
yet had he framed to himself, by the instruction 
of his frailty, many deceiving promises of life, 
which I, by my good leisure have discredited to 
him, and now is he resolved to die. 269 

Escal. You have paid the heavens your 
function, and the prisoner the very debt of 
your calling. I have laboured for the poor 
gentleman to the extremest shore of my modes¬ 
ty ; but my brother justice have I found so severe, 
that he hath forced me to tell him he is indeed 
Justice. »7« 
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Duke. If his own life answer the straimesa of 
his proceeding, it shall become him well; wherein 
if he chance to fail, he hath sentenced himself. 

Escal. I am going to visit the prisoner, fare 
you well. 481 

Duke. Peace be with youl 

[Exeunt escalus and PROVOST. 
He, who the sword of heaven will bear 
Should be as holy as severe; 2 *4 

Pattern in himself to know, 

Grace to stand, and virtue go; 

More nor less to others paying 

Than by self offences weighing. 288 

Shame to him whose cruel striking 

Kills for faults of his own liking! 

Twice treble shame on Angelo, 

To weed my vice and let his growl 29* 

O, what may man within him hide. 

Though angel on the outward side! 

How many likeness made in crimes. 

Making practice on the times, * 9 * 

To draw with idle spiders’ strings 
Most pond'rous and substantial things! 

Craft against vice I must apply: 

With Angelo to-night shall lie 3 °° 

His old betrothed but despis’d: 

So disguise shall, by the disguis d, 

Pay with falsehood false exacting. 

And perform an old contracting. [Exit. 


ACT IV 

Scene I. —The moated Grange at St. Luke's. 
Enter MARIANA and a Boy: Boy sings. 


ance a little; may be I will call upon you anon, 
for some advantage to yourself. 

Mari. I am always bound to you. [Exit. 

Enter Isabella. 

Duke. Very well met, and well come. at 
What is the news from this good deputy? 
Isab. He hath a garden circummur’d with 
bride. 

Whose western side is with a vineyard back’d; 
And to that vineyard is a planched gate, 32 
That makes his opening with this bigger key; 
This other doth command a little door 
Which from the vineyard to the garden leads; 
There have I made soy promise 3 * 

Upon the heavy middle of the night 
To call upon mm. 

Duke. But shall you on your knowledge find 
this way? 

Isab. I have ta'en a due and wary note 
upon’t: 4 ° 

With whispering and most guilty diligence. 

In action all of precept, he did show me 
The wav twice o’er, 

Duke. Are there no other tokens 

Between you ’greed concerning her observance ? 
Isab. No, none, but only a repair i’ the 

dark; 4 S 

And that I have possess’d him my most stay 
Can be but brief; for I have made him know 
I have a servant comes with me along, 4* 

That stays upon me, whose persuasion is 
I come about my brother. 

Duke. Tie well borne up. 

I have not yet made known to Mariana 
A word of this. What bo! withinl come forth. 


Take, O tike those lips sway. 

That so sweetly were forswore; 

And those eyes, the break of day, 
lights that do mislead the morn: 4 

But my kisses bring again, 

bring again. 

Seals of love, but seal'd in vain, 

seal’d m vain. S 

Mari. Break off thy song, and haste thee 
Quick away: 

Here comes a man of comfort, whose advice 
Hath often still’d my brawling discontent. 

[Exit Boy. 


Enter duke, disguised as before. 

I cry you mercy, sir; and well could wish is 
You had not found me here so musical: 

me excuse me, and believe me so. 

My mirth it much displeas’d, but pleas’d my 

DU&. Tis good; though music oft bath such 
a charm i« 

To make bad good, and good provoke to harm. 
I pray you teU me, hath anybody inquired for 
me here to-day? much upon this time have I 
promised here to meet. so 

Mari. You have not been inquired alter: I 
have sat here all day# 

Duke. I do constantly believe you. The time 
ii came even dow. I shell crave your forbear. 


Re-enter majuana. 

I pray you, be acquainted with this maid; » 
She comes to do you good. 

Isab. I do desire the like. 

Duke. Do ^rou persuade yourself that I re- 

tlar?. &ood friir, I know you do, and oft 
have found It J« 

Duke. Take then this your companion by the 
hand. 

Who hath a story ready for your ear. 

I shall attend your leisure: but make haste; 
The vaporous night approaches. 

Mari. Will "t phase you walk slide? 6 * 
[Exeunt Mariana and Isabella. 
Duke. O place and greatness! mtm«M of 
false eyes 

Are stuck upon thee: volume* of report 
Run with these false and most contrarious 
quests 

Upon thy doings: thousand escapes of wit 64 
Make thee the father of their idle dream. 

And rack thee in their frock*! 

Re-enter majuana and Isabella. 

Welcome! How agreed? 
Isab. Shell take the enterprise upon her, 
frther, 

If you advke tt. 
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Duke. It Is not my consent, 68 

But my entreaty too. 

I tab. Little have you to say 

When you depart from liim, but, soft and low, 
‘Remember now my brother.’ 

Mari. Fear me not. 

Duke. Nor, gentle daughter, fear you not at 
all. 72 

He is your husband on a pre-contract: 

To bring you thus together, ’tis no sin, 

Sith that the justice of your title to him 
Doth flourish the deceit. Come, let us go: 76 
Our corn's to reap, for yet our tithe's to sow. 

lExeunt. 

Scene n. —A Room in the Prison. 

Enter provost and pompey. 

Prov. Come hither, sirrah. Can you cut off 
a man’s head? 

Pom. If the man be a bachelor, sir, I can; 
but if he be a married man, he is his wife’s head, 
and I can never cut off a woman’s head. s 

Prov. Come, sir, leave me your snatches, and 
yield me a direct answer. To-morrow morning 
are to die Claudio and Bamardine. Here is in 
our prison a common executioner, who in his 
office lacks a helper: if you will take it on you 
to assist him, it shall redeem you from your 
gyves; if not, you shall have your full time of 
imprisonment, and your deliverance with an un- 

S itied wMpping, for you have been a notorious 
awd. is 

Pom. Sir, I have been an unlawful bawd time 
out of mind; but yet I will be content to be a 
lawful hangman. I would be glad to receive 
some instruction from my fellow partner. 

Prov. Whatho,Abhorsonl Where’s Abhor- 
son, there! as 

Enter abhorson. 


Pom. If it be too little for your thief, your 
true man thinks it big enough; if it be too Mg 
for your thief, your thief thinks it little enough: 
so, every true man’s apparel fits your thief, so 

Re-enter PROVOST. 

Prov. Are you agreed? 

Pom. Sir, I will serve him; for I do find that 
your hangman is a -tore penitent trade than 
your bawd, he doth often ask forgiveness. 

Prov. You, sirrah, provide your block and 
your axe to-morrow four o’clock. ss 

Abhor. Come on, bawd; I will instruct thee 
in my trade; follow. 

Pom. I do desire to learn, sir; and, I hope, if 
you have occasion to use me for your own turn, 
you shall find me yare; for, truly, sir, for your 
kindness I owe you a good turn. 

Prov. Call Mther Bamardine and Claudio: 

{Exeunt pompey and abhorson. 
The one has my pity; not a jot the other, 6 s 
Being a murderer, though he were my brother. 

Enter CLAUDIO. 

Look, here’* the warrant, Claudio, for thy 
death; 

Tis now dead midnight, and by eight to-morrow 
Thou must be made immortal. Where’s Bat"- 
nardine? 68 

Claud. As fast lock’d up in steep as guiltless 
labour 

When it lies starkly in the traveller's bones; 
He wifi not wake. 

Prov. Who can do good on Mm? 

Well, go; prepare yourself. [Knocking within.] 
But hark, what noise?— 7* 

Heaven give your spirits comfort!— [Exit Clau¬ 
dio.] By and by. 

I hope it is some pardon or reprieve 
For the most gentle Claudio. 


Abhor. Do you call, sir? 

Prov. Sirrah, here’s a fellow will help you 
to-morrow in your execution. If you think it 
meet, compound with him by the year, and let 
him abide here with you; if not, use him for the 
present, and dismiss him. He cannot plead his 
estimation with you; he bath been a bawd. sS 

Abhor. A bawd, sir? Fie upon hint I he will 
discredit our mystery. 

Prov. Go to, sir; you weigh equally ;a feather 
will turn the scale. [Exit. 

Pom. Fray, sir, by your good favour—for 
surely, sir, a good favour you have, but that you 
have a hanging look,—do you call, air, your 
occupation a mystery? 36 

Abhor. Ay, sir; a mystery. 

Pom. Painting, sir, I have heard say, is a 
mystery; and your whores, sir, being members 
of my occupation, using painting, do prove my 
occupation a mystery: but what mystery there 
should be in hanging, if I should he hanged, I 
cannot imagine- 

Abhor. Sir, it is a mystery. 44 

Pom. Proof? 

Abhor. Every true maa’aigeeai fits your thief. 


Enter DUKE, disguised as before. 

Welcome, father. 
Duke. The best and wholeaom’st spirits of 
the night 76 

Envelop you, good provost! Who call'd hem 
of late? 

Prov. None since the curfew rung. 

Duke. Not Isabel? 

Prov. No. 

Duke. They wifi, then, ere’t be long. 
Prov. What comfort is for Claudio? 80 
Duke. There’s some In hope. 

Prov. It is a bitter deputy, 

Duke. Not so, not so: Ms life is paraltel’d 
Even with the stroke and line of hit great justice: 
He doth with holy abstinence subdue 84 
That in himself which he spurs on his power 
To qualify in others: were he meal’d with that 
Which he corrects, then were he tyrannous: 
But this being to, he's just— [Knocking within .1 
Now am they come. [Exit provost. 
This is a gentle jprovoat: seldom when 8» 
The steeled gaoler is the (Hand of men. 
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How now t What noise! That spirit’s possess’d 
with haste 

That wounds the (insisting postern with these 
strokes. 


Re-enter provost. 

Prov. There he must stay until the officer 
Arise to let him in; he is call'd up. 

Duke. HaveyounocountermandforClaudio 
yet. 

Bnt lie must die to-morrow! 

Prov. None, sir, none. 96 

Duke. As near the dawning, provost, as it is. 
You shall hear more ere morning. 

Prov. Happily 

You something know; yet. I believe there comes 
No countermand: no such example have we. 100 
Besides, upon the very siege of justice. 

Lord Angelo hath to rite public ear 
Profess’d the contrary. 


Enter a Messenger. 

This is his lordship’s man. 

Duke. And herecomes Claudio's pardon. 104 

Mes. [Giving a paper.] My lord hath sent 
you this note; and by me this further charge, 
that you swerve not from the smallest article of 
it, neither in time, matter, or other circumstance. 
Good morrow; for, as I take it, it is almost day. 

Prov. I shall obey him. [Exit Messenger. 

Duke. [Aside.] This is his pardon, purchased 
by such sin 

For which the pardoner himself is in; 112 
Hence hath offence his quick celerity. 

When it is borne in high authority. 

When vice makes mercy, mercy’s so extended. 
That for the fault’s love is the offender 
friended. 116 

Now, sir, what news? 

Prov. I told you: Lord Angelo, belike think¬ 
ing me remiss in mine office, awakens me with 
this unwonted putting on; methinks strangely, 
for he hath not used it before. rat 

Duke. Pray you, let’s hear. 

Prov. Whatsoever you may hear to the con¬ 
trary, let Claudio be executed by four of the 
clock; and, in the afternoon, Barnardine. For 
my better satisfaction, let me have Claudio’s 
head sent me by five. Let this be duly per¬ 
formed; with a thought that more depends on 
it than we must yet deliver. Thus fail not to do 
your office, as you will answer it at your peril. 
What sayirou to this, sir? 131 

Duke. What is that Barnardine who is to be 
executed this afternoon? 

Prov. A Bohemian bom, but here nursed up 
and bred; one that is a prisoner nine years old. 

Duke. How came it mat the absent duke had 
not either delivered him to his liberty or exe¬ 
cuted him? I have heard it was ever his manner 
tO dO SO. t39 

Prov. His friends still wrought reprieves for 
him; and, indeed, his fact, till now in the go¬ 
vernment of Lord Angelo, came not to an un- 
. doubtful proof. 

Duke. It is now apparent? 144 


Prov. Most manifest, and not denied by himself. 
Duke. Hath he borne himself penitently in 
prison? How seems he to be touched? 

Prov. A man that apprehends death no more 
dreadfully but as a drunken sleep; careless, reck¬ 
less, and fearless of what's past, present, or to 
come; insensible of mortality, and desperately 
mortal. 132 

Duke. He wants advice. 

Prov. He will hear none. He hath evermore 
had the liberty of the prison: give him leave to 
escape hence, he would not; drunk many times 
a day, if not many days entirely dtunk. We 
have very oft awaked him, as if to carry him to 
execution, and showed him a seeming warrant 
for it: it hath not moved him at all. 160 

Duke. More of him anon. There is written 
in your brow, provost, honesty and constancy: 
if I read it not truly, my ancient skill beguiles 
me; but, in the boldness of my cunning I will 
lay myself in hazard. Claudio, whom here you 
have warrant to execute, is no greater forfeit 
to the law than Angelo who hath sentenced 
him. To make you understand this in a mani¬ 
fested effect, I crave but four days’ respite, for 
the which you are to do me both a present and 
a dangerous courtesy. 

Prov. Pray, sir, in what? X7» 

Duke. In the delaying death. 

Prov. Alack! how may I do it, having the 
hour limited, and an express command, under 

F enalty, to deliver his head in the view of Angelo ? 

may make my case as Claudio’s to cross this 
in the smallest. 17s 

Duke. By the vow of mine order I warrant 
you, if my instructions may be your guide. Let 
this Barnardine be this morning executed, and 
his head borne to Angelo. 

Prov. Angelo hath seen them both, and will 
discover the favour. 184 

Duke. Ol death’s a great disguiser, and you 
may add to it. Shave the head, and tie the 
beard; and say it was the desire of the penitent 
to be so bared before his death: you know the 
course is common. If anything fall to you upon 
this, more than thanks and good fortune, by the 
saint whom I profess, I will plead against it 
with my life. 192 

Prov. Pardon me, good father; it is against 
my oath. 

Duke. Were you sworn to the duke or to the 
deputy? 196 

Prov. To him, and to his substitutes. 

Duke. You will think you have made no 
offence, if the duke avouch the justice of your 
dealing? 100 

Prov. But what likelihood is in that? 

Duke. Not a resemblance, but a certainty. 
Yet since I see you fearful, tha£ neither my 
coat, integrity, nor persuasion can with ease at¬ 
tempt you, I will go further than I meant, to 
pluck ail fears out of you. Look you, sir; here is 
the hand and seal of the duke: you know the 
character, I doubt not, and the signet is not 
strange to you. 209 

Prov. I know them both. 


144 
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Duke. The contents of this is the return of 
the duke: you shall anon over-read it at your 
pleasure, where you shall find within these two 
days, he will be here. This is a thing that An¬ 
gelo knows not, for he this very day receives 
letters of strange tenour; perchance of the duke’s 
death; perchance, his entering into some monas¬ 
tery: but, by chance, nothing of what is writ. 
Look, the unfolding star calls up the shepherd. 
Put not yourself into amazement how these 
things should be: all difficulties are but easy 
when they are known. Call your executioner, 
and off with Bamardine’s head: I will give him 
a present shrift and advise him for a better 
place. Yet you are amaz'd, but this shall ab¬ 
solutely resolve you. Come away; it is almost 
clear dawn. [ Exeunt. 


Scene in. —Another Room in the Same. 

Enter pompey. 

Pom. I am as well acquainted here as I was 
in our house of profession: one would think it 
were Mis tress Overdone’s ownhouse, for here be 
many of her old customers. First, here's young 
Master Rash; he’s in for a commodity of brown 
paper and old ginger, nine-score and seventeen 
pounds, of which he made five marks, ready 
money: marry, then ginger was not much in 
request, for the old women were all dead. Then 
is there here one Master Caper, at the suit of 
Master Three-pile the mercer, for sonle four 
suits of peach-colour’d satin, which nowpeaches 
him a beggar. Then have we young Dizy, and 
young Master Deep-vow, and Master Copper- 
spur, and Master Starve-laekey the rapier and 
dagger man, and young Drop-heir that kill’d 
lusty Pudding, and Master Forthlight, the filter, 
and brave Master Shoe-tie the great traveller, 
and wild Half-can that stabbed Pots, and, I 
think, forty more; all great doers in our trade, 
and are now ‘for the Lord’s sake.’ 21 

Enter abhorson. 

Abhor. Sirrah, bring Bamardine hither. 

Pom. Master Bamardine I you must rise and 
be hanged. Master Bamardine. 24 

Abhor. What hoi Bamardine! 

Barnar. [Within.] A pox o’ your throats! 
Who makes that noise there? What are you? 

Pom. Your friends, sir; the hangman. You 
must be so good, sir, to rise and be put to 
death. 

Barnar. [Within.] Away! you rogue, away! 
I am sleepy. 3* 

Abhor. Tell him he must awake, and that 
quickly too. 

Pom. Pray, Master Bamardine, awake till 
you are executed, and sleep afterwards. 36 

Abhor. Go in to him, and fetch him out 

Pom. He is coming, sir, he is coming; I hear 
his straw rustle. 

Abhor. Is the axe upon the block, sirrah? 40 

Pom. Very ready, sir. 
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Enter barnardine. 

Barnar. How now, Abhorson! what’s the 
news with you? 43 

Abhor. Truly, sir, I would desire you to clap 
into your prayers; for, look you, the warrant's 
come. 

Barnar. You rogue, 1 have been drinking all 
night; I am not fitted for’t. 48 

Pom. O, the better, sir; for he that drinks 
all night and is hang’d betimes in the morning, 
may sleep the sounder all the next day. si 
Abhor. Look you, sir; here comes your 
ghostly father: do we jest now, think you? 

Enter DUKE, disguised as before. 

Duke. Sir, induced by my charity, and hear¬ 
ing how hastily you are to depart, I am come to 
advise you, comfort you, and pray with you. ;6 
Barnar. Friar, not I: I have been drinking 
hard all night and I will have more time to pre¬ 
pare me, of they shall beat out my brains with 
billeM. 1 will not consent to die this day, that’s 
certain. 62 

Duke. O, sir, you must; and therefore, I 

beseech you look forward on the journey you 

shall go. 64 

Barnar. I swear I will not die to-day for any 
man’s persuasion. 

Duke. But hear you. 

Barnar. Not a word: if you have anything 
to say to me, come to my ward; for thence will 
not I to day. [£x<(. 

Enter PROVOST. 

Duke. Unfit to live or die. O, gravel heart! 
After him fellows: bring him to the block. 72 
[Exeunt abhorson and pompey. 
Pror. Now, sir, how do you find the prisoner ? 
Duke. A creature unprepar’d, unmeet for 
death; 

And, to transport him in the mind he is 
Were damnable. 

Prov. Here in the prison, father, 76 

There died this morning of a cruel fever 
One Ragozine, a most notorious pirate, 

A man of Claudio’s years; his beard and head 
lust of his colour. What if we do omit so 
This reprobate till he were well inclin’d. 

And satisfy the deputy with the visage 
Of Ragozine, more like to Claudio? 

Duke. O, ’tis an accident that heaven pro¬ 
vides! 84 

Dispatch it presently: the hour draws on 
Prefix’d by Angelo. See this be done. 

And sent according to command, whiles I 
Persuade this rude wretch willingly to die. 88 
Prov. This shall be done, good father, pre¬ 
sently. 

But Bamardine must die this afternoon: 

And how shall we continue Claudio, 

To save me from the danger that might come 92 
If he wen known alive? 

Duke. Let this be done: 

Put them in secret holds, both Bamardine and 
Claudio: 
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Ere twice the um hath made his journal greeting 
To tbe under generation, you shall find s« 
Your safety manifested. 

Pror. I am your free dependant 
Duke. Quick, dispatch, 

And send the head to Angelo. [Exit provost. 
Now will I write letters to Angelo,— ioi 

The provost he shall bear them,—whose con¬ 
tents 

Shall witness to him I am near at home. 


92 (act nr 

bob. 1 am directed by yon, 

Duke. This letter then to Friar Peter give: 

thfit k* con t tne nf tVia A , iDm’o nkwai 


Tis that he sent me of tbe duke’s return: 

Say, by this token, I desire his company 148 
At Mariana’s house to-night Her cause and 
yours, 

I'll perfect him withal, and he shall bring yon 
Before the duke; and to the head of Angelo 
Accuse him home, and home. For my poor 
self, .... ija 


And that, by neat injunctions, I am bound :o* I am combined by a sacred vow 
To enter publicly: him I’ll desire And shall be absent. Wend you with this letter. 


To meet me at the consecrated fount 
A league below the city; and from thence. 

By cold gradation and well-balanc’d form, 10S 
We shall proceed with Angelo. 

Re-enter PROVOST. 

Prov. Here is the head; I’ll carry it myself. 
Duke. Convenient is it. Make a swift return. 
For I would commune with you of such things 
That want no ear but yours. 

Pror. I’ll moke all speed. [Exit. 

hab. [ Within .j Peace, ho, be herel 
Duke. The tongue of Isabel. She’s come to 
know 

If yet her brother’s pardon be come hither; 1:6 
But I will keep her ignorant of her good. 

To make her heavenly comforts of despair. 
When it is least expected. 

Enter ISABELLA. 

Itab. Ho! by your leave. 

Duke. Good morning to you, fair and gracious 
daughter. 120 

/sob. The better, given me by so holy a man. 
Hath yet the deputy sent my brother’s pardon 7 
Duke. He hath releas’d him, Isabel, from the 
world: 

His head is off and sent to Angelo. 124 

hab. Nay, but it is not so. 

Duke. It fa no other: show your wisdom, 
daughter, 

In your dose patience. 127 

hab. Oil will to him and pluck out his eyes I 
Duke. You shall not be admitted to his sight. 
hab. Unhappy Claudio! Wretched Isabel! 
Injurious world! Most damned Angelo! 
Duke. This nor hum him nor profits you a 
Jot; 13a 

Forbear it therefore; give your cause to heaven. 
Mark what I say, which you shall find 
By every syllable a faithful verity. 

The duke comes home to-morrow; nay, dry 
your eyes: :jG 

One of our covent, and bis confessor. 

Gives me this instance: already be hath carried 
Notice to Escalus and Angelo, 

Who do prepare to meet him at the gate*. 140 
There to give up their power. If you can, pace 
your wisdom 

In that good path diet I would wish it go. 
And yon shalT have your bosom on this wretch, 
Grace of tbe Duke, revenges to your heart, 144 


Command these Betting waters from your 
eyes 

With a light heart: trust not my holy order, ij6 
If I pervert your course. Who’s here! 

Enter lucio. 

Lucio. Good even. Friar, where is the pro¬ 
vost! 

Duke. Not within, sir. :6o 

Lucio. O pretty Isabella, I am pale at mine 
heart to see thine eyes so red: thou must be 
patient. I am fain to dine and sup with water 
and bran: I dare not for my head fill my belly; 
one fruitful meal would set me to’t. But they 
say the duke will be here to-morrow. By my 
troth, Isabel, I loved thy brother: if the old 
fantastical duke of dark comers had been at 
home, he had lived. [Exit Isabella. 

Duke. Sir, tbe duke fa marvellous little be¬ 
holding to your reports; but the best fa, he Uvea 
not in them. 17s 

Lucia. Friar, thou knowett not the duke so 
well as I do: he’s a better woodman than thou 
takest him for. 

Duke. Well, you'll answer this one day. 
Fare ye well. 177 

Lucio. Nay, tarty; I’ll go along with thee: I 
can tell thee pretty tales of the duke. 

Duke. You have told me too many of him 
already, sir. if they be true; if not true, none 
were enough. * 182 

Lucio. 1 was once before him for getting a 
wench with child. 

Duke. Did you such a thing! 

Lucio. Yes, many, did I: but I was fain to 
forswear it: they would else have married me to 
the rotten medlar. iss 

Duke. Sir.your company isfairer than honest 
Rest you well. 

Lucio. By my troth, I’ll go with thee to tbe 
lane send. If bawdy talk onend you, we’ll have 
very little of It Nay, filar, I am a kind of burr; 
I shall stick. [Exeunt 


Scene IV .—-A Room At anoelo’s House. 
Enter ANOELO and escalus, 

EscaL Every letter he hath writ hath dfa- 
vouched other. 

An*. In most uneven and distracted manner 
Hus actions show much like to madness: pre 
heaven hi* wisdom be not tainted! And w’ 
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meet him at the gates, and redeliver our autho¬ 
rities there? 

Escal, I guess not. 8 

Ang. And why should we proclaim it in an 
hour before his entering, that if any crave re¬ 
dress of injustice, they should exhibit their 
petitions in the street? is 

Escal. He shows his reason for that: to have 
a dispatch of complaints, and to deliver us from 
devices hereafter, which shall then have no 
power to stand against us. 16 

Ang. Well.Ibeseechyon.letitbeproclaim’d: 
Betimes i’ the morn I’ll call you at your house; 
Give notice to such men of sort and suit 
As are to meet him. ao 

Escal. I shall, sir: fare you well. 

Ang. Good night.— I Exit escalus. 

This deed unshapes me quite, makes me un¬ 
pregnant 

And dull to a 11 proceedings. A deflower'd maid. 
And by an eminent body that enforc’d a; 
The law against it! But that her tender shame 
Will not proclaim against her maiden loss. 
How might she tongue me! Yet reason dares 
her no: a8 

For my authority bears so credent bulk, 

That no particular scandal once can touch: 
But it confounds the breather. He should have 
liv’d. 

Save that his riotous youth, with dangerous 
sense, 3a 

Might in the times to come have ta’en revenge. 
By so receiving a dishonour’d life 
With ransom of such shame. Would yet he had 
liv’d! 

Alack! when once our grace we have forgot, 36 
Nothing goes right: we would, and we would 
not. [Exit. 


Scene V. —Fields without the Town. 

Enter DUES, in his own habit, and emu 
PETER. 

Duke. These letters at fit time deliver me. 

[Giving letters. 

The provost knows our purpose and our plot. 
The matter being afoot, keep your instruction. 
And hold you ever to our special drift, 4 
Though sometimes you do blench from this to 
. that, 

As cause doth minister. Go call at Flavius’ 
, house. 

And tell him where I stay: give the like notice 
To Valentinus, Rowland, and to Crassus, 8 
And bid them bring the trumpets to the gate; 
But send me Flavius first. _ 

F. Peter. It shall be speeded wdL [Exit. 

Enter varrius. 

Duke. I thank thee, Varrius; thou hast made 
good haste. 

Come, we will walk. There’s other c f our Mends 
Will greet us hem anon, my gentle Varrius. >3 

[Exeunt. 


Scene VL —Street near the City Gate. 

Enter ISABELLA and MARIANA. 

Isab. To speak so indirectly I am loath: 

I would say the truth; but to accuse him so, 
That is your part: yet I’m advis’d to do it; 

He says, to vefl full purpose. 

Mari. Be rul’d by him. 4 

Isab. Besides, he tells me that if peradventure 
He speak against me on the adverse side, 

I should not think it strange; for ’tis a physic 
That's bitter to sweet end. 8 

Mari. I would. Friar Peter— 

Isab. O, peace! the friar is come. 

Enter friar peter. 

F. Peter. Come; I have found you out a stand 
most fit, 

Where you may have such vantage on the duke, 
He shall not pass you. Twice have the trumpets 
sounded: 11 

The generous and gravest citizens 
Have hent the gates, and very near upon 
The duke is ent ring: therefore hence, away 1 

[Exeunt. 


ACT V 

Scene I. —A public Place near the City Gate. 
Mariana, veiled, Isabella, and friar petto, 
at their stand. Enter duke, varrius. Lords, 
ANGELO, escalus, lucio, provost. Officers, 
and Citizens at several doors. 

Duke. My very worthy cousin, fairly met! 
Our old and faithful friend, we are glad to see 
you. 

j ) Happy return be to your royal Grace I 
Duke. Many and hearty thankings to you 
both. , 4 

We have made inquiry of you; and we hear 
Such goodness of your justice, that our soul 
Cannot but yield you forth to public thank*> 
Forerunning more requital. 

Ang. You make my bonds still greater. 8 
Duke. O! your desert speaks loud; and I 
should wrong it. 

To lock it in the wards of covert bosom, 
When it deserves, with characters of brass, 

A forted residence ’gainst the tooth of time is 
And razuro of oblivion. Give me your hand, 
And let the subject see, to make them know 
That outward courtesies would fain proclaim 
Favours that keep within. Come, Escalus, i< 
You must walk by us on our other hand; 

And good supporters are you. 

friar peter and Isabella come forward. 

F. Peter. Now is your time: speak loud and 
kneel before him. _ >e 

Isab. Justice, O royal dnke! Vail your regard 
Upon a wrong d, Td fain have said, a maul 
O worthy prince! dishonour not your eye 
By throwing it on any other object at 
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Till you have heard me in my true complaint 
And given me justice, justice, justice, justice 1 
Duke. Relate your wrongs: in what? by 
whom? Be brief; 

Here is Lord Angelo, shall give you justice: 
Reveal yourself to him. 

Dab. O worthy duke! 

You bid me seek redemption of the devil. 
Hear me yourself; for that which I must speak 
Must either punish me, not being believ’d. 

Or wring redress from you. Hear me, O, hear 
me, here! 3a 

Ang. Mylord,herwit3,Ifcarme,arenotfirm: 
She hath been a suitor to me for her brother 
Cut off by course of justice,— 

Dab. By course of justice! 

Ang. And she will speak most bitterly and 
strange. 36 

Dab. Most strange, but yet most truly, will I 
speak. 

That Angelo’s forsworn, is it not strange? 

That Angelo's a murderer, is’t not strange ? 
That Angelo is an adulterous thief, 4 ° 

A hypocrite, a virgin-violator; 

Is it not strange, and strange? 

Duke. Nay, it is ten times strange. 

Dab. It is not truer he is Angelo 
Than this is all as true as it is strange; 44 

Nay, it is ten times true; for truth is truth 
To the end of reckoning. 

Duke. Away with her! poor soul. 

She speaks this in the infirmity of sense. 

Dab. O prince, I conjure thee, as thou be- 
liev’st 48 

There is another comfort than this world, 
That thou neglect me not, with that opinion 
That I am touch’d with madness. Make not 
impossible 

That which but seems unlike. Tis not im¬ 
possible sa 

But one, the wicked’st caitiff on the ground, 
May seem as shy, as grave, as just, as absolute 
As Angelo; even so may Angelo, 

In all ms dressings, characts, titles, forms, 56 
Be an arch-villain. Believe it, royal prince: 

If he be less, he’s nothing: but he’s more. 

Had I more name for badness. 

Duke. By mine honesty, 

If she be met?,—as I believe no other,— 6c 
Her madness hath the oddest flame of sense. 
Such a dependency of thing on thing. 

As e’er I heard in madness. 

Dab. O gracious duke! 

Harp not on that; nor do not banish reason 64 
For ineq tlity; but let your reason serve 
To make the truth appear where it seems hid. 
And hide the false seems true. 


Duke. 
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Lucia. That’s I, an’t like your Grace: 
I came to her from Claudio, and desir’d her 
To try her gracious fortune with Lord Angelo 76 
For her poor brother’s pardon. 

Isab. That’s he indeed. 

Duke. You were not bid to speak. 

Lucio. No, my good lord; 

Nor wish’d to hold my peace. 

Duke. 1 wish you now, then; 

Fray you, take note of it; and when you 
have So 

A business for yourself, pray heaven you then 
Be perfect. 

Lucio. 1 warrant your honour. 

Duke. The warrant’s for yourself: heed 

to it. S4 

Dab. This gentleman told somewhat at my 
tale,—- 

Lucio. Right. 

Duke. It may be right; but you are in the 
wrong 

To speak before your time. Proceed. 

Isab. I went SI 

To this pernicious caitiff deputy. 

Duke. That’s somewhat madly spoken. 
Dab. Pardon it; 

The phrase is to the matter. 

Duke. Mended again: the matter; proceed. 
Dab. In brief, to set the needless pro¬ 
cess by, es 

How I persuaded, how I pray’d, and kneel’d. 
How he refell’d me, and how I replied,— 

For this was of much length,—the vile con¬ 
clusion 96 

I now begin with grief and shame to utter. 

He would not, but by gift of my chaste body 
To his concupisdble intemperate lust. 

Release my brother; and, after much debate- 
ment, 100 

My sisterly remorse confutes mine honour. 
And 1 did yield to him. But the next mom 
betimes, 

His purpose surfeiting, he sends a warrant 
For my poor brother's head. 

Duke. This is most likely! >04 

Dab. O. that it were as like as it is true! 
Duke. By heaven, fond wretch! thou know’st 
not what thou speak’st, 

Or else thou art suborn'd against his honour 
In hateful practice. First, his integrity rot 
Stands without blemish; next, it imports no 
reason 

That with such vehemency he should pursue 
Faults proper to himself: n he had so offended. 
He would have weigh’d thy brother by himseU, 
And not have cut him off. Some one hath set 
you on: rrj 


Many that are not mad Confess the truth, and say by whose advice 


Have, sure, more lack of reason. What would 
you say? 68 

Dab. I am the sister of one Claudio, 
Condemn’d upon the act of fornication 
To lose his heed; condemn’d by Angelo. 

L in probation of a sisterhood, 7s 

Was sent to by my brother; one Lodo 
As then the messenger,— 


Thou cam’st here to complain. 

Dab. And is this an? 

Then, O you blessed ministers above, 116 
Keen me in patience; and, with ripen'd time 
Unfold the evil which is here wrapt up 
In countenance! Heaven shield your Grace 
from woe. 

As L thus wrong’d, hence unbeHeved got no 
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Duke, I know you'd fain be gone. An 
officer! 

To prison with her! Shall we thut permit 
A blasting and a scandalous breath to fall 
On him so near usl This needs must be a 
practice. 124 

Who knew of your intent and coming hither? 
Isab. One that I would were here, Friar 
Lodowick. 

Duke. A ghostly father, belike. Who knows 
that Lodowick? 

Lucia. My lord, I know him; ’tis a meddling 
friar; 128 

I do not like the man: bad he been lay, my 
lord. 

For certain words he spake against your Grace 
In your retirement, I had swing’d hun soundly. 
Duke. Words against me! This’ a good friar, 
belike! 13a 

And to set on this wretched woman here 
Against our substitute I Let this friar be found. 
Lucio. But yesternight, my lord, she and 
that friar, 

I saw them at the prison: a saucy friar, 136 

A very scurvy fellow. 

F. Peter. Bless’d be your royal Grace! 

I have stood by, my lord, and I have heard 
Your royal ear abus’d. First, hath this woman 
Most wrongfully accus’d your substitute, t40 

Who is as flee from touch or soil with her. 

As she from one ungot. 

Duke. We did believe no less. 

Know you that Friar Lodowick that she 
speaks of? 

F. Peter. I know him for a man divine and 
holy; 

Not scurvy, nor a temporary meddler, 

As he’s reported by this gentleman; 

And, on my trust, a man that never yet 
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Mart. Pardon, my lord; I will not show my 

face 

Until my husband bid me. 

Duke. What, are you married ? 

Mari. No, my lord. 

Duke. Are you a maid ? 

Mari. No, my lord. 

Duke. A widow, then? 

Mari. Neither, my lord. 

Duke. Why, you 

Are nothing, then: neither maid, widow, nor 
wife? 

Lucio. My lord, she may be a punk; for 
many of than are neither maid, widow, nor 
wife. 176 

Duke. Silence that fellow: I would he had 
some cause 
To prattle for himself. 

Lucio. Well, my lord. 

Mari. My lord, X do confess I ne’er was 
married; <so 

And 1 confess besides I am no maid; 

I have known my husband yet my husband 
knows not 

That ever he knew me. 

Lucie. He was drunk then my lord: it can 
be no better. 184 

Duke. For the benefit of silence, would thou 
wert so too! 

Lucio. Well, my lord. 

Duke. This is no witness for Lord Angelo. 
Mari, Now I come to’t, my lord: is* 

She that accuses him of fornication. 

In self-same manner doth accuse my husband; 
And charges him, my lord, with such a time, 
<44 When, I’ll depose, 1 had him in mine arms, 192 
With all th’ effect of love. 

Ang. Charges she moe than me? 

Mari. Not that I know. 


Did, as he vouches, misreport your Grace. 148 Duke. No? you say your husband. 

Lucio. My lord, most villanously; believe it. Mari. Why, just, my lord, and that is Angelo, 

F. Peter. Well; he in time may come to clear Who thinks he knows that he ne’er knew my 
himself, body 197 

But at this instant he Is sick, my lord. But knows he thinks that he knows Isabel’s. 

Of a strange fever. Upon his mere request, 132 Ang. This is a strange abuse. Let’s see 
Being come to knowledge that there was com- thy face. _ 

plaint Mari. My husband bii:. me; now I will 

Intended ’gainst Lord Angelo, came I hither, unmask. , [Unveiling. 

To speak, as from hi3 mouth, what he doth know This is that face, thou cruel Angelo, 201 
Is true and false; and what he with his oath 156 Which once thou swor’st was worth the look- 


And all probation bill make up full clear. 
Whensoever he’s convented. First, for this 
woman, 

To justify this worthy nobleman, 

So vulgarly and personally accus’d, r*o 
Her shall you hear disproved to her eyes. 

Till she herself confess it. 

Duke. Good friar, let’s hear it. 

[ISABELLA is carried off guarded; and 
MARIANA comes forward. 
Do you not smile at this. Lord Angelo?— 

O heaven, the vanity of wretched fools! 164 
Give us some seats. Come, cousin Angelo; 

In this I’U be Impartial; be you judge 
Of your own cause. Is this the witness, friar? 
First, let her show her face, and after speak 168 


mg on: 

This is the hand which, with a vow’d contract, 
Was fast beiock’d in thins .’this is the body 204 
That took away the match from Isabel, 

And did supply thee at thy garden-house 
In her imagin'd person. 

Duke. Know you this woman? 

Lucio. Carnally, she says. 

Duke. Sirrah, no more! sol 

Lucio. Enough, my lord. 

Ang. My lord, I must confess I know this 
woman; 

And five years since there was some speech of 
marriage an 

Betwixt myself and her, which was broke off, 
Partly for that her promised proportions 
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Came abort of composition; but, in chief 
For that her reputation was disvalu'd 
In levity: since which time of five years »6 
I never spake with her, saw her, nor heard from 
her, 

Upon my faith and honour. 

Mari. Noble prince. 

As there comes light from heaven and words 
from breath. 

As there is sense in truth and truth in virtue, 

I am affianc’d this man's wife as strongly u> 
As words could make up vows: and, my good 
lord. 

But Tuesday night last gone in’s garden-house 
He knew me as a wife. As this is true, 224 
Let me in safety raise me from my knees 
Or else for ever be confixed here, 

A marble monument. 

Ang. I did but smile till now: 

Now, good my lord, give me the scope of justice; 
My patience here is touch’d. I do perceive 229 
These poor informal women are no more 
But instruments of some more mightier member 
That sets them on. Let me have way, my lord, 
To find this practice out. 

Duke. Ay, with my heart; 233 

And punish them unto your height of pleasure. 
Thou foolish fHar, and thou pernicious woman. 
Compact with her that's gone, think’st thou 
thy oaths, 23s 

Though they would swear down each particular 
saint. 

Were testimonies against his worth and credit 
That’s seal’d in approbation? You, Lord Ea- 
calus, 

Sit with my cousin; lend him your kind pains 
To find out this abuse, whence 'Us deriv’d. 241 
There is another friar that set them on; 

Let him be sent for. 

F. Peter. Would he were here, my lord; 
for he indeed 244 

Hath set the women on to this complaint: 
Your provost knows the place where he abides 
And he may fetch him. 

Duke. Go do it instantly. [Exit provost. 
And you, my noble and well-warranted cousin. 
Whom it concerns to hear this matter forth. 

Do with your injuries as seems you best, 250 

Rt any chastisement: I for awhile will leave 
yon; 

But stir not you, till you have well determin'd 
Upon these slanderers. 

Escal. My lord, we’ll do it throughly.— 

[Exit duke. 

Slgnior Lucio, did not you say you knew that 
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Pray you, my lord, rive me leave to question; 
you shall see how I’ll handle her. 26S 

Lucio. Not better than he, by her own report. 
Escal. Say you? 

Lucio. Marry, sir, I think, if you handled her 
privately, she would sooner confess: perchance, 
publicly, she’ll be ashamed. 273 

Escal. I will go darkly to wotk with her. 
Lucio. That’s the way: for women are light 
at midnight. 276 

Re-enter Officers with Isabella. 

Escal. [To i sab.] Come on, mistress: here’s 
a gentlewoman denies all that you have said. 

Lucio. My lord, here comes the rascall spoke 
of; here with the provost. 280 

Escal. In very good time: speak not you to 
him, till we call upon you. 

Enter DUKE, disguised as a friar, and 
PROVOST. 

Lucio. Mum. 2S3 

Escal. Come, sir. Did you set these women 
on to slander Lord Angelo ? they have confessed 
you did. 

Duke. Tis false. 

Escal. Howl know you where you are? 288 
Duke. Respect to your great place! and let 
the devil 

Be sometime honour’d for his burning throne. 
Where is the duke? ’tis he should near me 
speak. 

Escal. The duke’s in us, and we will hear 
you speak: 29a 

Look you speak justly. 

Duke. Boldly, at least. But, O, poor souls! 
Come you to seek the lamb here of the fox ? 
Good night to your redress! Is the duke 
gone? 296 

Then is your cause gone too. The duke’s un- 
just, 

Thus to retort your manifest appeal. 

And pet your trial in the villain a mouth 
Which here you come to accuse. 3eo 

Lucio. This is the rascal; this is he I spoke 
of. 

Escal. Why, thouunrcverendand unhallow’d 
friar! 

Is’t not enough thou hast suborn'd these women 
To accuse this worthy man, but, in foul mouth, 
And in the witness of his proper ear, 303 

To call him villain? 

And then to glance from him to the duke him¬ 
self, 
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Friar Lodowick to be a dishonest person? 256 To tax him with injustice? take him hence; 308 
lucio. Cucullus non facit monachum: ho* To the rack with him! We’li touse you joint 
nest in nothing, but in his clothes; and one by joint. 

that hath spoke most villanous speeches of But we will know his purpose. Whatl’unjust’? 
the duke. 260 Duke. Be not so not: the duke 

Escal. We shall entreat you to abide here Dare no more stretch this finger ofmine than he 


tfil he come and enforce them against him. We 
•hall find this (Mar a notable fellow. 

Lucio. As any in Vienna, on my word. 264 
Escal. Call that same Isab«l here once again: 
I would speak with har. lExit an Attendant.] 


Dare rack bis own: his subject am I not. jjs 
Nor here provincial. My business in this state 
Made me a looker-on here in Vienna, 

Where I have seen corruption boil and bubble 
Till it o’er-run the stew: laws for all faults, 317 
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Bat faults to countenanc’d! that the strong 

Stand like the forfeits in a barber’s shop. 

At much in mock as mark. 320 

Eical. Slander to the state! Away with him 
to prison! 

Ang. What can you vouch against him, 
Sfgnior Ludo? 

Is this the man that you did tell us of? 

Ludo. Tii he, my lord. Come hither, good- 
man bald-pate: do you know me? 32s 

Duke. I remember you, sir, by the sound of 
your voice: I met you at the prison, in the 
absence of the duke. 328 

Ludo. O! did you so? And do you remem¬ 
ber what you said of the duke? 

Duke. Most notedly, sir. 

Ludo. Do you so, sir? And was the duke a 
flesh-monger, a fool, and a coward, as you then 
reported him to be? 334 

Duke. You must, sir, change persons with 
me, ere you make that my report: you, indeed, 
spoke so of him; and much more, much worse. 

Ludo. O thou damnable fellow 1 Did not I 
pluck thee by the nose for thy speeches? 

Duke. I protest I love the duke as 1 love 
myself. 340 

. Aug. Hark how the villain would dose cow, 
after his treasonable abuses! 

Steal. Such a fellow is not to be talk’d 
withal. 

Away with him to prisonl Where is the 
provost? 344 

Away with him to prison! Lay bolts enough on 
him, let him speak no more. Away with those 
giglots too, and with the other confederate com¬ 
panion! 348 

[The provost lays hands on the DUKE. 
Duke. Stay, sir; stay awhile. 

Ang. What! resists he? Help him, Ludo. 
Ludo. Come, sir; come, sir; come, sir; fohl 
sir. Why, you bald-pated, lying rascal, you 
must be hooded, must you ? show your knave’s 
visage, with a pox to you! show your sheep- 
biting face, and be hanged an hour! Will’t 
not off? 356 

l Pulls off the friars hood, and discovers 
the duke. 

Duke. Thou art dm first knave that e’er 
made a duke. 

First, provost, let me ball these gentle three. 
[To Lucio.] Sneak not away, sir; for the friar 
and you 

Must have a word anon. Lay hold on him. 360 
Ludo. This may prove worse than hanging. 
Duke. [To zscalus.1 What yon have spoke 
I pardon; sit you down: 

We’ll borrow place of him. [To angelo,] Sir, 
by your leave. 

Hast thou or word, or wit; or Impudence, 364 
That yet can do thee office? If thou hast. 

Rely upon it till my tale be heard. 

And hold no longer out. 

Ang. O my dread lord! 

‘ '- 361 


When I perceive your Grace, like power divine. 
Hath look’duponmy passes. Then, good prince. 
No longer session hold upon my shame, 37s 
But let my trial be mine own confession: 
Immediate sentence then and sequent death 
ball the grace I beg. 

Duke. Come hither, Mariana, 

Say, wast thou e’er contracted to this woman ? 
Ang. I was, my lord. 377 

Duke. Go take her hence, and many her 
instantly. 

Do you the office, friar; which consummate. 
Return him here again. Go with him, provost. 
IExeunt angelo, Mariana, friar peter, 
and provost. 

Escal. My lord, I am more amaz’d at his 
dishonour 381 

Than at the strangeness of it 
Duke. Come hither, Isabel. 

Your friar is uow your prince: as I was then 
Advertising and holy to your business, 384 

Not changing heart with habit, I am still 
Attorneys! at your service. 

Isab. O, give me pardon. 

That I, your vassal, have employ'd and pain’d 
Your unknown sovereignty! 

Duke. You are pardon’d, babe!: 

And now, dear maid, be you as free to us. 389 
Your brother’s death, I know, sits at your heart; 
And you may marvel why I obscur’d myself. 
Labouring to save his life, and would not rather 
Make rash remonstrance of my hidden power 
Than let him so be lost. O most kind maid! 
It was the swift celerity of his death, 395 

Which I did think with slower foot came on. 
That brain'd my purpose: but, peace be with 
him! 

That life is better life, past fearing death. 
Than that which lives to fear: make it you. 
comfort. 

So happy is your brother. 

Isab. I do, my lord. 4°v 


Reenter angelo, Mariana, friar peter, 
and provost. 

Duke. For this new-married man approach¬ 
ing here. 

Whose salt imagination yet hath wrong’d 
Your well-defended honour, you must pardon 
For Mariana's sake. But as he adjudg’d your 
brother,— 404 

Being criminal, in double violation 
Of sacred chastity, and of promise-breach. 
Thereon dependent, for your brother’s life,— 
The very mercy of the law cries out 4cS 

Most audible, even from his proper tongue, 
’An Angelo for Claudio, death for death!' 
Haste still pays haste, and leisure answers 
leisure. 

Like doth quit Hlce, and Measure still for 

Measure. 4 u 

Then, Angelo, thy fruit's thus manifested, 
Which, though thou wouldst deny, denies thee 
vantage. 

We do condemn thee to the very Mock 
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[act V 


When Claudio stoop’d to death, and with like 
baste. 

Away with him! 

Mari, O, my most giadous lord! 

I hope you will not mock me with a husband. 
Duke. It is your husband mock’d you with 
a husband. 4*9 

Consenting to the safeguard of your honour, 

I thought your marriage fit; else imputation. 
For that he knew you, might reproach your life 
And choke your good to come. For his pos- 
sessions. 

Although by confiscation they an ours, 4*4 

We do instate and widow you withal. 

To buy you a better husband. 

Mari. O my dear lord! 

1 crave no other, nor no better man. 427 
Duke. Never crave him; we are definitive. 
Mari. [Kneeling.\ Gentle my liege,— 

Duke. You do but lose your labour. 

Away with him to death! [To uxao.j Now, sir, 
to you. 

Mari. O my good lord! Sweet Isabel, take 
my part: 

Lend me your knees, and, all my life to come, 
m lend you all my life to do you service. 433 
Duke. Against all sense you do importune 
her: 

Should she kneel down in mercy of this fact. 
Her brother’s ghost his paved bed would break. 
And take her hence in horror. 

Mari. Isabel, 437 

Sweet Isabel, do yet but kneel by me: 

Hold up your hands, say nothing, I’ll speak 

aH_ 439 

They say best men are moulded out of faults. 
And, for the most, become much more the better 
For being a little bad: to may my husband. 

O, IsffiSoll will you not lend a knee? 443 
Duke. He dies for Claudio’s death. 
hab. [Kneeling.] Most bounteous sir, 

, Look, if it please you, on this man condemn’d. 
As if my brother liv’d. I partly think 
A due sincerity govern'd his deeds, 

Tin he did look on me: since It is so, 44I 
Let him not die. My brother had but justice. 
In that be did the thing for which he died: 
For Angelo, 

His act did not o’ertake his bad intent; sss 
And must be buried but as an intent 
That perish’d by the way. Thoughts ate no 
■objects; 

Intents but merely thoughts. 

Mari. Merely, my lord. 

Duke. Your suit’s unprofitable: stand up, I 

I haw bethought me of another fhult. 45 

Provost, how came it Claudio was beheaded 
At an unusual hour? 

Pro*. It was commanded so. 

Duke. Had yon a special warrant for the 
deed? 4«o 

Pro*. No, my good tad; it was by private 


Give up your key*. 

Pro*. Pardon me, noble lord: 

I thought it was a fault, but knew it not, 464 
Yet did repent me, after more advice: 

For testimony whereof, one in the prison, 

That should by private order else have died 
I have reserv’d alive. 

Duke. What’s he? 

Prov. His name is Baraardine. 

Duke. I would thou hadst done sobyCIaudio. 
Go, fetch him hither: let me look upon him. 

[Exit PhOVOST. 
Escal. I am sorry, one so teamed and so 
wise 1 

As you, Lord Angelo, have still appear’d, 47> 
Should slip so grossly, both in the neat of blood, 
And lack of tempera judgment afterward. 

Ang. I am sorry that such sorrow I procure; 
And so deep sticks it in my penitent heart 47$ 
That 1 crave death more willingly than mercy: 
’Tis my deserving, and 1 do entreat it 

Re-enter provost, with barnardine, claudio 
muffled, and juuet. 

Duke. Which is that Bamardine? 

Pro*. This, my lord. 

Duke. There was a friar told me of this man. 
Sirrah, thou art said to have a stubborn soul. 
That apprehends no further than this world, 48a 
And squar’st thy life according. Thou’rt con¬ 
demn’d: 

But. for those earthly faults, I quit them all. 
And pray thee take this mercy to provide 4 t J' 
For better times to come. Friar, advise him: 

I leave him to your hand.—What muffled 
fellow's that? 

Prov. This is another prisoner that I sav’d, 
That should have died when Claudio lost hit 
head, 489 

As like almost to Claudio as himself. 

[Unmuffles CLAUDIO. 
Duke. [To babbla.] If he be like your bro¬ 
ther, tar his idee 

Is he pardon'd: and, for your lovely sake 49s 
Give me your hand and say you will be mine, 
He is my brother too. But fitter time for feat. 
By this, Lord Angelo perceives he's safe: 

Me thinks I see a quickening in his eye. 49 $ 

Well, Angelo, your evil quits you well: 

Look feat you love your wife; her worth worth 
yours.— 

I find an apt remission In myself, 

And yet here’s one in place I cannot pardon.— 
ITo Luao.j You, sirrah, feat knew me for s 
fool, a coward, jot 

One all of luxury, an att, a madman: 

Wherein have 1 so deserv'd of you. 

That you extol me feus? S04 

Lucia. ’Faith, my lord, I spoke it but accord¬ 
ing to fee trick. If you will hang roe for it, you 
may; but I had rather if would please you I 
might be whipped. jea 

Duke. Whipp’d first, sir, and bang’d alter. 
Proclaim it, provost, retina about the city, 

If any woman’s wrong’d by this lewd fellow,— 
As I have heard him swear himself there's one 
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DRAMATIS PERSONA 


* Second Merchant, to whom Angelo h t debtor. 
Finch, * Schoolmaster end * Conjurer. 


Sounw, Dukecf Ephana. 

JBaaatL & Merchant of Sv a» 

A unraom aofEpheno, 3 Bntfam, tan » — ---- 

Awnmotuiof Syracuie, j Apon end Antti. 

Dmuo of Epbmiii, I Twin Brothers, immlantt oo tho f*?|^■niS^r lU *‘ u “ l * 

gs^ s »Lr A,,tipho,,, ~ 

Anchor, a Qoldimith. 

Merchant, Friend to Aadphobs of Syiecuiei 


A Courtezan. 

Pooler, Offioan, and other MtudiMi. 


SCENE. — Ephesus. 


ACT I 


Scene l—A Hall in the duke's Palace. 

Enter duke, jbqeon, Gaoler, Officers, and other 
Attendants. 

AEge. Proceed, Sollnua, to procure my fall, 
And by the doom of death end woes and all. 

. Duke. Merchant of Syracuse, plead no more. 
I am not partial to infringe our laws: 4 

The enmity and discord which of late 
Sprung from the rancorous outrage of your duke 
To merchants, our well-dealing countrymen. 
Who, wanting guilders to redeem their lives, s 
Hare seal’d his rigorous statutes with their 
Moods, 

Excludes all pity from our threat’nlng looks. 
For. since the mortal and intestine jars 
Twixt thy seditious countrymen and us, is 
It hath in solemn synods been decreed, 

Both by the Svracusians and ourselves, 

T* admit no traffic to our adverse towns: 

Nay, more, if any, bom at Ephesus 
Be seen at Syracusan marts and fairs; 

Again, if any Syracusian bom 
Come to the bay of Ephesus, he dies. 

His goods confiscate to the duke’s dispose; so 
Unless a thousand marks be levied. 

To quit the penalty and to ransom him. 

Thy substance, valu’d at the highest rate. 
Cannot amount unto a hundred marks; 24 
Therefore, by law thou art condemn’d to die. 
AEge. Yet this my comfort: when your words 
are done, 

My woes end likewise with the evening sun. 
Duke. Well, Syracusian; say, in brief the 
cause is 

/ Why thou dep a rte d s! Dorn thy native home. 
And for whet cauee thou cam's! to Ephesus. 
AEge. A heavfsr task could not have been 


16 


Than fto speak my griefs unspeakable; 32 
Yet, that the world may witness that my end 
Was wrought by nature, not by vile offence, 
I’ll utter what my sorrow gives me have. 

In SyracuM wasl born, and wed s< 

Unto a woman, happy but for me. 


And by me too, had not our hap been bad. 
With her I liv’d in joy: our wealth increas’d 
By prosperous voyages I often made 40 

To Epidamoum; till my factor’s death. 

And the neat care of goods at random left. 
Drew mefrom kind embracements ofiny spouse: 
From whom my absence was not six months 

old, 44 

Before herself,—almost at lhinting under 
The pleasing punishment that women bear,— 
Had made provision for her following me. 
And soon and safe arrived where I was. 4* 
There had she not been long but she became 
A joyful mother of two goodly sons; 

And, which was strange, the one so like the 
other. 

As could not be distinguish'd but by name*, p 
That very hour, and in the self-same inn, 

A meaner woman was delivered 
Of such a burden, male twins, both alike. 
Those,—for their parents were exceeding 
poor,— j6 

I bought, and brought up to attend my sons. 
My wife, not meanly croud of two such boys. 
Made daily motions for our home return: 
Unwilling I agreed; alas! too soon «o 

We came aboard. 

A league from Epidamnum had we sail’d, 
Before the always-wind-obeying deep 
Gave any tragic instance of our harm: «« 

But longer did we not retain much hope; 

For what obscured light the heavens did grant 
Did but convey unto our fearfbl minds 
A doubtful warrant of immediate death; «* 
Which, though myself would gladly have em¬ 
brac’d. 

Yet the incessant weepings of my wife. 
Weeping before for wnat she saw must come, 
And piteous plainings of the pretty babes, n 
That mourn’d few fltthion, ignorant what to fear, 
Forc’d me to seek delays tor them and me. 
And this it was, for other means was none: 
The sailon sought for safety by our boat, 7« 
And left the ship, then sinking-ripe, to us: 

My wife, more careful for the latter-born. 

Had fasten'd him unto a small spare mast. 
Such u seafaring men provide for storms; to 
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To him one of the other twin* wa« bound. 

Whilst I had been like heedful of the other. 

The children thus dispos'd, my wife and I, 

Fixing our eyes on whom our care was fix’d, 84 
Fasten’d ourselves at either end the mast; 

And floating straight, obedient to the stream, 

Were carried towards Corinth, as we thought. 

At length the sun, gazing upon the earth, 88 
Dispers’d those vapours that offended us. 

And, by the benefit of his wished light 
The seas wax’d calm, and we discovered 
Two ships from far making amain to us; 9s 
Of Corinth that, of Epidaurus this: 

But ere they came,—O! let me say no mute; 

Gather the sequel by that went before. 

. Duke. Nay, forward, old man; do not break 
off so; 96 

For we may pity, though not pardon thee. 

/Ege. Of had the gods done so, 1 had not 
now 

Worthily term'd them merciless to us! 

For. ere the ships could meet by twice five 
leagues, too 

We were encounter’d by a mighty rock; 

Which being violently borne upon. 

Our helpful ship was splitted in the midst; 

So that, in this unjust divorce of us res 

Fortune had left to both of us alike 
What to delight in, what to sorrow for. 

Her part, poor soul! seeming as burdened 
With lesser weight, but not with lesser woe, 108 
Was carried with more speed before the wind. 

And in our sight they three were taken up 
By fishermen of Corinth, as we thought. 

At length, another ship had seiz’d on us; ns 
And, blowing whom it was their hap to save. 

Gave healthfhi welcome to thdr ship-wrack’d 

Ado wouiu huve reft the fishers c*f their prey. 

Had not their bark been very slow of sail; 116 Within this hour it will be dinner-time: 

And therefore homeward did they bend their Till that, I’ll view the manners of the town, n 
course. Peruse the traders, gaze upon the buildings. 

Thus have you heard me sever’d from my bliss. And then return and sleep within mine inn. 
That by mttfortune was my life prolong’d. For with long travel I am stiff and weary. 
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Duke. Hapleas /Egeon, whom the fetes have 
mark’d 140 

To bear the extremity of dire mishap! 

Now, trust me, were It not against our laws. 
Against my crown, my oath, my dignity, 
Which princes, would they, may not disannul. 
My soul should sue as advocate for thee. 143 
But though thou art adjudged to the death 
And passed sentence may not be recall'd 
But to our honour’s great disparagement, 148 
Yet will I favour thee in what I can: 
Therefore, merchant, I’U limit thee this day 
To seek thy life by beneficial help. 

Try all the friends thou hast in Ephesus; 15a 
Beg thou, or borrow, to make up the sum, 
And live; if no, then thou art doom’d to die. 
Gaoler, take him to thy custody. 

Gaol. I will, my lord. 15* 

/Ege. Hopeless and helpless doth dSgeon 
wend, 

But to procrastinate his lifeless end. [Exeunt. 


Scene EL —The Mart. 

Enter antipholus of Syracuse, dromio of 
Syracuse, and a Merchant 
Mer. Therefore, give out you are of Epidam- 
num, 

lest that your goods too soon be confiscate. 
This very day, a Syracusian merchant 
Is apprehended for arrival here; 4 

And, not being able to buy out his life. 
According to die statute of the town 
Dies ere the weary sun set in the west 
There is your money that I had to keep. 8 
Ant. S. Go bear it to the Centaur, where we 
host 

And stay there, Dromio, till I come to thee. 


To tell sad stories of my own mishaps. no 

Duke. And, for the take of them thou tor- 
rawest for. 

Do me the favour to dilate at full 
What hath befall'n of them and thee till now. 
/Ege. My youngest boy, and yet my eldest 
care, 124 

At eighteen years became inquisitive 
After his brother; and importun’d me 
That his attendant— for his case was like, 

Reft of hia brother, but retain’d his name— tag 

Whom whilst I labour’d of a love to see, ’ 
I hazarded the loss of whom I lov’d. 

Five summers have I spent in furthest Greece, 
Roaming clean through the bounds of Asia, 133 
Ana. coasting homeward, ca me to Ephesus. 
Hopeless roaSTymlcieAtotetve wrought 
Or that or any place that harbours men. 13S 
But here must end die story of my lift; 

1 And happy we r e I in nee ts*s«?y nrath 
Could dor travels snuanTm thsylttva. 


Get thee away. 16 

Dro.S. Many a man would take you at your 
word. 

And go indeed, having so good a mean. [Exit. 

Ant. S. A trusty villain, sir. that very oft. 
When I am dull with care and m ela n c h oly, so 
Lightens my humour with bis merry jests. 
What, will you walk with me about the town, 
And then go to my inn and dine with me? 

Mer. I am invited, air, to certain merchant!, 
Of whom I hope to make much benefit; aj 
I crave your pardon. Soon at five o'clock, 
Please you, Fll meet with you upon the mart. 
And afterward consort you till bed-time: at 
My present business calls me from you now. 
Ant. S. Farewell till then: I will go lose my- 

And wander up and down to view the dty. 
Mer. Sir, I commend you to your own con¬ 
tent. [M. 

Ant. S. He that commends me to mine own 
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Uora 


r _j me to the thing I cannot get. 

[ to tha world am like a drop of water 
that in the ocean neks another drop; 36 
Who, felling there to find his fellow forth. 
Unseen, inquisitive, confounds himself: 

Sol, to find a mother and a brother, 

In quest of them, unhappy, lose myself. 40 

Enter oatnno of Ephesus. 

Hen comes the almanack of my true date. 
What now? How chance thou art return’d so 
soon? 

Dro.E. Return’d so soon 1 rather approach’d 
too kite: 

The capon burns, the pig falls from the spit, 44 
The dock hath strucken twelve upon the bell; 
My mistress made it one upon my cheek: 
fie it to hot because the meat is cold; 

The meat is cold because you come not home; 
You come not home because you have no 
stomach; 49 

You have no stomach, having broke your fast; 
But we, that know what 'tis to fast and pray. 
Are penitent for your default to-day. ja 

Ant. S. Stop in your wind, sir: tell me this, 
Ipny: 

When have you left the money that I gave you ? 
Dro. E. Ol—sixpence, that I had o'Wednes¬ 
day last 

To pay the saddler for my mistress’ crupper; 
The saddler had it, sir; I kept it not. si 
Ant. S. Iam not in a sportive humour now. 
Tell me, and dally not, where is the money? 
We being strangers here, how dar*st thou trust 
So great a charge from thine own custody? 61 
Dro. E. I pray you, jest, sir, as you sit at 
dinner. 

I from my mistress come to you in post; 

If I return, I shall be post indeed, 64 

For she will score your fault upon my pate. 
Methinks your maw, like mine, should be your 
clock 

Ahd strike you home without a messenger. 
Ant. S. Come, Dromio, come; these jests are 
out of season; es 

Reserve them till a merrier hour than this. 
Where is the gold I gave in charge to thee? 
Dro. E. To me, dr? why, you gave no gold 
to me. 

Ant. S. Come on, sir knave, have done your 
foolishness, 72 

And tell me how thou hast dispos’d thy Charge. 
Dro.E My charge was but to fetch you from 
the mart 

Home to your house, the Phoenix, sir, to dinner: 
My mistress and her sister stays for you. 76 

Ant. S. Now, as I am a Christian, answer me, 
fewhat safe placeyou have bestow’dmy money; 
Or I shall break that merry sconce of yours 
That stands on tricks when I am undispos'd. So 
Where is the thousand marks thou hadst of me ? 
Dro. E. I have some marks of yours upon 

SasmoFmy mistress’ marks upon my shoulders, 
Bat not a thousand marks between you both. 
HI should pay your worship those again, is 


Perchance you will not bsar them patiently. 
Ant. S. Thy mistress’ marks! what mistress, 
slave, hast thou? 

Dro.E. Y our worship’s wife, my mistress at 
the Phoenix; ss 

She that do th fast till you come home to dinner. 
And pruts that you will hie you home to dinner. 
Ant. S. Whatl wilt thou flout me thus unto 
my face, 9x 

Being forbid? There, take you that, sir knave. 

[Strikes him. 

Dro.E What mean you, sir ? for God’s sake, 
hold your hands t 

Nay, an you will not, sir. I’ll take my heels. 

[Exit. 

Ant. S. Upon my life, by some device or 
other 

The villain is o’er-raught of all my money. 96 
They say this town is fell of cozenage; 

As, nimble jugglers that deceive the eye. 
Dark-working sorcerers that change the mind. 
Soul-killing witches that deform the body, 100 
Disguised cheaters, prating mountebanks. 

And many such-like liberties of sin: 

If it prove so, I will be gone the sooner. 

I’ll to the Centaur, to go seek this slave: 104 
1 greatly fear my money is not safe. [£xir. 


ACT n 

Scene I.—The House o/antifholus of 
Ephesus. 

Enter adriana and luciana. 

Adr. Neither my husband, nor the slave 
return’d. 

That in such haste I sent to seek his master! 
Sure, Luciana, it is two o’clock. 

Luc. Perhaps some merchant hath invited 
him, 4 

And from the mart he’s somewhere gone to 
dinner. v 

Good sister, let ns dine and never fret: 

A man is master of his liberty: 7 

Time is their master, and, when they see time. 
They’ll eo or come: if so, be patient, sister. 

Adr. Why should their liberty than ours be 
more? 

Luc. Because their bntknew still lies out 
o’ door. 

Adr. Look, when I serve him so, he takes 
it fil. is 

Luc. Q 1 know he is the bridle of your will. 

Adr. There’s none but asset will be bridled 
so. 

Luc. Why, headstrong liberty is lash'd with 
woe. 

There's nothing situate under heaven’s eye is 
But hath his bound, in earth, in sea, in sky 
The beasts, the fishes, and the winged fowls, 
Are their males’ subjects and at their controls. 
Men, more divine, tha masters of all these, so 
Lords of the wide world, and wild wat’ry seas. 
Indu’d with intellectual sense and souls. 

Of more pre-eminence than fish and fowls. 
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An masters to their females and their lords: 
Then, Jet your will attend on their accords, zj 

Aar. This servitude makes you to keep un¬ 
wed. 

Luc. Not this, but troubles of the marriage- 
bed. 

Adr. But, were you wedded, you would bear 
some sway. zs 

Luc. Ere 1 learn love. I'll practise to obey. 

Adr. How if your husband start some other 
where? 

Luc. Till he come home again, I would for¬ 
bear. 

Adr. Patience unmov’d! no marvel though 
she pause; 3z 

They can be meek that have no other cruse. 

A wretched soul, bruis’d with adversity, 

We bid be quiet when we hear it cry; 

But were we burden’d with like weight of 
pain, 36 

As much, or more we should ourselves com- 
plain: 

So thou, that hast no unkind mate to grieve thee. 
With urging helpless patience wouldst re¬ 
lieve me: 

But if thou live to see like right bereft, 40 

This fool-begg’d patience in thee will be left 

Luc. Well, 1 will marry one day, but to try. 
Here comes your man: now is your husband 
nigh. 


Enter dromio of Ephesus. 

Adr. Say, is your tardy master now at 
hand? 44 

Dro. E. Nay, he’s at two hands with me, and 
that my two ears can witness. 

Adr. Say, didst thou speak with him? 
Know’st thou his mind? 

Dro. E. Ay, ay, he told his mind upon mine 
ear. 48 

Beshrew his hand, I scarce could understand 
it. 

Luc. Spake he so doubtfully, thou couldst not 
feel his meaning? si 

Dro. E. Nay, he struck so plainly, X could too 
well feel his blows; and withal so doubtfully, 
that I could scarce understand them. 

A Jr. But say, I prithee, is he coming home? 
It seems he hath great care to please his wife, ss 

Dro. E. Why, mistress, sure my master is 
horn-mad. 

Adr. Horn-mad, thou villain! 

Dro.E. I mean not cuckold-mad; but, sure, 
he is stark mad. 

When I desir’d him to come home to dinner, 60 
He ask’d me for a thousand marks in gold: 

‘Tis dinner time,’ quoth I; ‘my gold!’ quoth 
he: 

'Your meat doth born,’ quoth I; ‘my gold!* 
quoth he: 

Will you come home?’ quoth I: 'my gold!' 

quoth he: 64 

'Where is the thousand marks I gave thee, 
. villain?' 

' The pig,’quoth I,‘is bum’d;’‘my gold!’quoth 

be: 


‘My mistress, sir,' quoth I: 'hang up thy mis¬ 
tress! 

I know not thy mistress: out on thy mistress!’ 

Luc. Quoth who? 69 

Dro. E. Quoth my master: 

*1 know,’quoth he, ‘ no house, no wife, no mis¬ 
tress.’ 

So that my errand, due unto my tongue, 7* 

I thank him, I bear home upon my shoulders; 

For, in conclusion, he did beat me there. 

Adr. Go back again, thou slave, and fetch 
him home. 

Dro. E. Go back again, and be new beaten 
home? 76 

For God’s sake, send some other messenger. 

Adr. Back, slave, or I will break thy pate 
across. 

Dro. E. And he will Mess that cross with 
other beating: 

Between you, I shall have a hoi}’ head. 80 

Adr. Hence, prating peasant! fetch thy mas¬ 
ter home. 

Dro. E. Am I so round with you as you with 
me, 

That like a football you do spurn me thus? 

You spurn me hence, and he will spurn me 
hither: 84 

If I last in this service, you must case me in 
leather. I Exit. 

Luc. Fie, how impatience loureth in your 

face! 

Adr. His company must do his minions 


grace, 

Whilst I at home starve for a merry look. SI 
Hath homely age the alluring beauty took 
From my poor cheek? then, he hath wasted it: 
Are my discourses dull ? barren my wit ? 

If voluble and sharp discourse be marr*d, 9a 
Unkindness blunts it more than marble hard: 
Do their gay vestments his affections bait? 
That’s not my fault; he’s master of my state: 
What mins are in me that can be found 96 
By him not ruin’d? then is he the ground 
Of my defeatures. My decayed fair 
A sunny look of his would soon repair; 

But, too unruly deer, he breaks the pale too 
And feeds from home: poor I am but his stale. 
Luc. Self-harming Jealousy! fie! beat it 
hence. 

Adr. Unfeeling fools can with such wrongs 
dispense. 

1 know his eye doth homage otherwhere, 104 
Or else what lets it but he would be here? 
Sister, you know he promis’d me a chain. 
Would that alone, alone he would detain. 

So he would keep fair quarter with his bed! tel 
I see, the jewel best enamelled 
Will lose his beauty; and though gold bides 
still 

That others touch, yet often touching will 
Wear gold; and no man that hath a name, in 
By falsehood and corruption doth it shame. 
Since that my beauty cannot please his eye, 
I’ll weep what's left away, ana weeping die. 
Luc. How many fond fools serve mad Jea¬ 
lousy! [Exeunt. 
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Sobb EL —A public Place. 

Enter antipholus of Syracuse. 

Ant. S. The gold I gave to Dromio is laid up 
Safe at the Centaur; and the heedful slave 
Is wander’d forth, in care to seek me out. 

By computation, and mine host’s report, 4 
I could not speak with Dromio since at first 
I sent him from the mart See, here he comes. 

Enter dromio of Syracuse. 

How now, sir! is your merry humour alter’d? 
As you love strokes, so jest with me again, 8 
You know no Centaur? You receiv’d no gold? 
Your mistress sent to have me home to dinner? 
My house was at the Phoenix? Wast thou mad, 
That thus so madly thou didst answer me? 12 
Dro.S. What answer, sir? when spake I such 
a word? 

Ant. S. Even now. even here, not half-an- 
hour since. 

Dro. S. I did not see you since you sent me 
hence. 

Home to the Centaur, with the gold you gave 
me. >6 

Ant. S. Villain, thou didst deny the gold’s 
receipt, 

And told’st me of a mistress and a dinner; 

For which, I hope, thou felt’st I was displeas’d. 
Dro. S. I am glad to see you in this merry 
vein: 20 

What means this jest? I pray you, master, 

tell me. 

Ant. S. Yea, dost thou jeer, and flout me in 
the teeth? 

Think’st thou I jest ? Hold, take thou that, and 
that [Seating him. 

Dro. S. Hold, sir, for God’s sake! now your 
jest is earnest: 24 

Upon what bargain do you give it me? 

Ant. S. Because that I familiarly sometimes 
Dp use you for my fool, and chat with you. 
Your sauciness wul jest upon my love, as 

And make a common of my serious hours. 
When the sun shines let foolish gnats m a k e 
sport. 

But creep in crannies when he hides his beams. 
If you will jest with me, know my aspect, 3a 
And fashion your demeanour to my looks. 

Or I will beat this method in your sconce. 

Dro. S. Sconce, call you ft? so you would 
leave battering, I bad rather have it a head: 
an you use these blows long, I must get a sconce 
for my head and insconce ,t too; or else I shall 
seek my wit in my shoulders. But, I pray, sir, 
why am I beaten ? 40 

Ant. S. Dost thou not know? 

Dro. S. Nothing, sir, but that I am beaten. 
Ant. S. Shall I tell you why? 

Dro. S. Ay, sir, and wherefore; for they say 
every why hath a wherefore. 45 

Ant. S. Why, first*—for Sooting me; and 
then, wherefore,— 

For urging it the second time to me. 

Dro. S. Was there over any man thus beaten 
out of season, 4 * 


[act n 

When, in the why and the wherefore is iwfrW 
rime nor reason? 

Well, sir, I dunk yon. 

Ant. S. Thank me, air! for what? 

Dro. S. Many, dr, for this something that 
you gave me for nothing. S3 

Ant. S. I'll make you amends next, to give 
you nothing for something. But s«y a dr, is it 
dinner-time? 36 

Dro. S. No, sir; I think the meat wants that 
I have. 

Ant. S. In good time, sir; what’s that} 

Dro. S. Basting. to 

Ant. S. Well, «&, then ’twill be dry. 

Dro. S. If it be, sir, I pray yon eat none of k> 
Ant. S. Your reason? 

Dro. S. Teat it make you choleric, and pur¬ 
chase me another dry basting. «* 

Ant. S. Well, sir, learn to jest in good time: 
there’s a time for all things. 

Dro. S. I durst have denied that, before yon 
were so choleric. 69 

Ant. S. By what rule, sir? 

Dro. S. Many, sir, by a rule as plain as the 
plain bald pate of Father Time himself. 7a 
Ant. S. Let’s hear it 

Dro.S. There’s no time for a nun to recover 
his hair that grows bald by nature. 

Ant. S. May he not do it by fine and reco¬ 
very? 77 

Dro, S. Yes, to pay a fine for a periwig and 
recover the lost hair of another man. 

Ant. S. Why is Time such a niggard of hair, 
being, as it is, so plentiful an excrement? 81 
Dro. S. Because it is a blessing that he be¬ 
stows on beasts: and what he hath scanted men 
in hair, be hath given them in wit. S4 

Ant. S. Why, out there’s many a man hath 
more hair than wit. 

Dro. S. Not a man of those but he hath the 
wit to lose his hair. 88 

Ant. S. Why, thou didst conclude hairy men 
plain dealers without,wit. 

Dro. S. The plainer dealer, the sooner lost: 
yet he loseth It fa a kind of jollity. 93 

Ant. S. For what reason? 

Dro. S. For two; and sound ones too. 

Ant. S. Nay, not sound, I pray you. 

Dro. S. Sure ones then. 94 

Ant. S. Nay, not sure, in a thing falsing. 
Dro. S. Certain ones, then. 

Ant. S. Name them. 99 

Dro. S. The one, to save the money that he 
spends in tiring; the other, that at dinner they 
should not drop fa his porridge. 

Ant. S. You would all this time have proved 
there is no thru for all things. <04 

Dro.S. Many, and did, sir; namely, no time 
to recover hair lost by nature. 

Ant. S. But your reason was not substantial, 
why there is no time to recover. 108 

Dro.S. ThusImendittTimehimielfisbfiie. 
and therefore to the world's end will have bald 

followers. . 

Ant. S. X knew 'twould be a bsld conclusion. 
But soft! who wafts us yonder? >'! 



sons n] 


ins 


COMEDY OF ERRORS 


Enter ADRIANA and luciana. 

A dr. Ay, ay, Antipholus, look strange, and 
frown: 

Some other mistress hath thy sweet aspects, 

I am not Adriana, nor thy wife. 116 

The time was once when thou unurg’d wouldst 
vow • 

That never words were music to thine ear. 
That never object pleasing in thine eye, 

That never touch well welcome to thy hand, i» 
That never meat sweet-savour’d in thy taste. 
Unless I spake, or look’d, or touch’d, or carv’d 
to thee. 

How comes It now, my husband, OI how comes 
it. 

That thou art thus estranged from thyself? 124 
Thyself I call it, being strange to me. 

That, undividable, incorporate. 

Am better than thy dear self's better part 
Ah! do not tear away thyself from me, »S 
For know, my love, as easy mayst thou fall 
A drop of water in the breaking gulf. 

And take unmingled thence that drop again, 
Without addition or diminishing, 13a 

As take from me thyself and not me too. 

How dearly would it touch thee to the quick, 
Shouldst thou but bear 1 were licentious. 

And that this body, consecrate to thee, ’30 
By ruffian lust should be contaminate! 
wouldst thou not spit at me and spurn at me. 
And hurl the name of husband in my face. 

And tear the stain’d akin off my harki-brow, :4a 
And from my false hand cut the wedding-ring 
And break it with a deep-divorcing vow? 

I know thou canst; and therefore, see thou do it. 
I am possess'd with an adulterate blot: 144 
My blood is mingled with the crime of lust: 
For if we two be one and thou play false, 

I do digest the poison of thy Seth, 

Being strumpets;! by thy contagion. 14S 
Keep then fair league and truce with thy true 
bed; 

I live unstain’d, thou undishonoured. 

Ant.S. Plead you to me, fair dame? I know 
you not: 

In Ephesus I am but two hours old, 13a 
As strange unto your town as to your talk; 
Who, every word by all my wit being scann’d, 
Want wit m all one word to understand. 

Luc. Fie, brother: how the world is chang’d 
with youl 15* 

When wen yon wont to use my sister thus? 
She sent for you by Drotnio home to dinner. 
Ant. S. By Dromio? 

Dro. S. By me? 1(0 

Air. By thee; and this thou didst return 

from him. 

That he did buffet thee, and in his blows. 
Denied myhouse for bis, me for his wife. 
Ant.S. Did you converse, sir, with this gen tie- 
woman? 164 

What is the c ourse and drift of your compact? 
Dro. S. L sir? I never saw her till this time. 
Ant. S. Villain, thou Ueet; for even her very 
_words 

Didst thou deliver to me on the mart Mt 


Dro.S. I never spake with her in aH my life. 
Ant. S. How can she thus then, call us by 

OUT numfri, 

Unless it be by inspiration? 

Air. How ill agrees it with your gravity 17a 
To counterfeit thus grossly with your slave, 
Abetting him to thwart me in my mood i 
Be it my wrong you are from me exempt. 

But wrong not that wrong with a more con- 
tempt. 176 

Come, I will fasten on tills sleeve of thine; 
Thou art an elm, my husband, I a vine. 

Whose weakness, married to thy stronger state. 
Makes me with thy strength to communicate: 
If aught possess thee from me, it is dross, its 
Usurping ivy, brier, or idle moss; 

Who, all for want of pruning, with intrusion 
Infect thy sap and live on thy confusion. 184 
Ant.S. To me she speaks; she moves me for 
her theme i 

What I was I married to her in my dream ? 

Or sleep I now and think I hear all this? 1I7 
What error drives our eyes and ears amiss? 
Until I know this sure uncertainty. 

I’ll entertain the offer’d fallacy. 

Luc. Dromio, go hid the servants spread for 
dinner. 

Dro.S. O, for my beads! I cross me liar a 
sinner. zpa 

This is the fairy land: O! spite of spites. 

We talk with goblins, owls, and elvish sprites: 
If we obey them not, this win ensue. 

They’ll suck our breath, or pinch us black and 
blue. 196 

Luc. Why prat’w thou to thyself and an¬ 
swer's! not? 

Dromio, thou drone, thou snail, thou slug, thou 
sot! 

Dro.S. I am transformed, master, am not I? 
Ant.S. I think thou art, in mind, and so am I. 
Dro. S. Nay, master, both in mind and in 
my shape. sot 

Ant. S. Thou hast thine own form. 

Dro. S. No, I am an apt. 

Luc. If thou art chang’d to aught, 'tis to an 
ass. 

Dro. S. TIi true; she rides me and I long 
for mass. 204 

Tis so, t am an ass; else it could never be 
But I should know her as weU as she knows me. 

Air. Come, come; no longer will I be a fool. 
To put the huger In the eye and weep, 20S 
Whilst man and mas ter la ugh my woes to scorn. 
Come, sir, to dinner, Dromio .keep the gate. 
Husband, i’ll dine above with you to-day, 
And shrive yon of a thousand idle pranks. 212 
Sirrah, if any ask you for your master. 

Say he dines forth, and let no creature enter. 
Come, sister. Dromio, play the porter well. 
Ant. S. [Aside.] Amt in earth, in heaven, or 
in bell? ait 

Sleeping or waking? mad or weH-advis’d? 
Known unto time, and to myself disguie’dl 
I’D say as they say, and persever so. 

And in this mist at all ad van tores go. sas 

Dro.S. Mestar.shalllbe portae at the gate? 
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Adr. Ay; and let none enter, lest 1 break 
your pate. 

Luc. Come, come, Antipholus; we dine too 

lExeunt. 


ACT in 

fcZNB L —Before the House of anto-holds of 
Ephesus. 

Enter antepholus of Ephesus, dromio of 
Ephesus, angglo, and Balthazar. 

Ant. E. Good Signior Angelo, you must ex¬ 
cuse us all; 

My wife is shrewish when I keep not hours; 
Say that I linger’d with you at your shop 
To see the making of her carkanet, 4 

And that to-morrow you will bring it home. 
But here’s a villain, mat would face me down 
He met me on the mart, and that I beat him. 
And charg’d him with a thousand marks in 
gold, s 

And that I did deny my wife and house. 

Thou drunkard, thou, what didst thou mean 
by this? 

Dro. E. Say what you will, sir, but I know 
what I know; 

That you beat me at the mart, I have your hand 
to show: ia 

If the akin were parchment and the blows you 
gave were ink, 

Your own handwriting would tell you what I 
think. 

Ant. E. I think thou art an ass. 

Dro. E. Marry, so it doth appear 

By the wrongs I suffer and the blows I bear, 

I should kick, being kick’d; and, being at that 
pass, i7 

You would keep from my heels and beware of 
an ass. 

Ant. E, You are sad, Signior Balthazar: pray 
God, our cheer 

May answer my good will and your good wel¬ 
come here. no 

Bat. I hold your dainties cheap, sir, and your 
welcome dear. 

Ant. E. O, Signior Balthazar, either at flesh 
or fish. 

A table-toll of welcome makes scarce one dainty 
dish. 

Bat. Good meat, sir, Is common; that every 
churl affords. m 

Ant. E. And welcome more common, for 
that’s nothing but words. 

Bat. Small cheer and great welcome makes a 
merry feast. 

Ant. E. Ay, to a niggardly host and more 
sparing guest : 

But though my cates be mean, take diem in 
good part; it 

Better cheer may you have, but not with better 
heart. 

But eoftl my door la lock’d. Go bid them let 
DnuR Maud,Bridget,Marian.Cicely,GU- 

Itan, ntmii 


Dro. S. [Within.] Mome, malt-hone, capon, 
coxcomb, idiot, patch! 5 * 

Either get thee from the door or sit down at the 
hatch. 

Dost thou conjure for wenches, that thou call’s! 
for such store, 

When one is one too many? Go, get thee from 
the door. 

Dro. E. What patch is made our porter?— 
My master stays in the street. 16 

Dro. S. [Within.] Let him walk from whence 
he came, lest he catch cold on’s feet. 

Ant. E. Who talks within there? hot open 
the door. 

Dro. S. [Within.] Right, sir; I’U teU you 
when, an you’ll tell me wherefore. 

Ant. E. Wherefore? for my dinner: I have 
not din’d to-day. 4 ° 

Dro.S. Nor to-day here you must not; come 
again when you may. 

Ant. E. What art thou that keep’st me out 
from the house I owe? 

Dro. S. [Within.] The porter for this time, 
sir, and my name is Dromio. 

Dro. E. O villain I thou hast stolen both mine 
office and my name: 44 

The one ne’er got me credit, the other mickle 
blame. 

If thou hadst been Dromio to-day in my 
place, 

Thou wouldst have chang’d thy face for a name, 
or thy name for an ass. 

Luce. [Within.] What a coil is there, Dromio! 

who are those at the gate? 4 * 

Dro. E. Let my master in. Luce. 

Luce. [Within.] Faith, no;he comes too late; 

And so tell your master. 

Dro. E. O Lord! I must laugh. 

Have at you with a proverb; Shall I set in my 
staff? 

Luce. [Within.] Have at you with another: 

that’s—when? can you tell? 5 * 

Dro. S. [Within.] If-thy name be call’d Luce, 
—Luce, thou hast answer’d him well. 

Ant. E. Do you hear, you minion? you’ll let 
us in. I trow? 

Luce. [Within.] I thought to have ask’d you. 
Dro. S. [Within.] And you said, no. 

Dro. E. So come, help: well struck! there 
was blow for blow. 5 # 

Ant. E. Thou baggage, let me In. 

J uce. [Within.] Can you teU for whose sake? 
Dro. E. Master, knock the door hard, 
i uce. [Within.] Let him knock till it ache. 
r.nt. E. You’ll cry for this, minion, if I beat 
toe door down. 

Luce. [Within.] What needs all that, and a 
pair of stocks in the town? 6o 

Adr. [Within.] Who is that at the door that 
keeps all this noise? 

Dro. S. ] Within .1 By my troth your town is 
troubled with unruly boys. 

Ant. E. Are you there, wife? you might have 
come before. 

Adr. [Within.] Your wife, sir knaval go, get 
you from the door. <4 
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Dro. E. IT you went In pain, master, (hi* 
‘knave’ would go sore. 

Ang. Here is neither cheer, sir, noc welcome: 

we would fain have either. 

Bal. In debating which was best, we shall 
part with neither. 

Dro. E. They stand at the door, master: bid 
them welcome hither. 68 

Ant. E. There is something in the wind, that 
we cannot get in. 

Dro. E. You would say so, muter, if your 
garments were thin. 

Your cake here is warm within; you stand here 
in the cold: 

It would make a man mad as a buck to be so 
bought and sold. 7 * 

Ant. E. Go fetch me something: I’ll break 
ope the gate. 

Dro. S. [Within.] Break any breaking here, 
and I’ll break your knave’s pate. 

Dro. E. A man may break a word with you, 
sir, and words are but wind: 

Ay, and break it in your face, so he break it not 
behind. 76 

Dro. S. [Within. \ It seems thou wantest 
/ breaking: out upon thee, hind! 

Dro. E. Here’s too much * out upon thee 1 ' I 
pray thee, let me in. 

Dro. S. {Within.] Ay, when fowls have no 
feathers, and fish have no fin. 

Ant. E. Well, I'll break in. Go borrow me 
a crow. 80 

Dro. E. A crow without feather? Master, 
mean you so? 

For a fish without a fin, there's a fowl without 
a feather: 

If a crow help us in, sirrah, we’ll pluck a crow 
together. 

Ant. E. Go get thee gone: fetch me an iron 
crow. 84 

Bal. Have patience, sir; O! let it not be so; 
Herein you war against your reputation. 

And draw within the compass of suspect 
The unviolated honour of your wife. 88 

Once this,—your long experience of her wisdom. 
Her sober virtue, years, and modesty, 

Plead on her part some cause to you unknown; 
And doubt not, sir, but she will well excuse 92 
Why at this time the doors are made against 
you. 

Be rul’d by me: depart In patience. 

And let us to the Tiger all to dinner; 

And about evening come yourself alone, 96 
To know the reason of this strange restraint. 
If by strong hand you offer to break in 
Now in the stirring passage of the day, 

A vulgar comment will be made of it, too 
And that supposed by the common rout 
Against your yet ungalled estimation. 

That may with foul intrusion enter in 
And dwell upon your grave when you are dead; 
For slander lives upon succession, i°J 

For ever housed where it gets possession. 


I know a wench of excellent discourse. 

Pretty and witty, wild and yet, too, gentle: 
There will we dine: this woman that I mean. 
My wife,—but, I protest, without desert,— ns 
Hath oftentimes upbraided me withal: 

To her will we to (tinner. ]To angbld.] Get you 
home. 

And fetch the chain; by this I know *tls made: 
Bring it, I pray you, to the Porpentlne; 116 
For there’s the house: that chain will I bestow. 
Be it for nothing but to spite my wife. 

Upon mine hostess there. Good sir, make haste. 
Since mine own d JOTS refuse tocntertainme, iso 
I’ll knock elsewhere, to see if they'll disdain ms. 
Ang. I’ll meet you at that place some hour 
hence. 

Ant. E. Do so. This jest shall cost me some 
expense. { Exeunt. 


Scene n.— The Same. 

Enter luciana and antipholus of Syracuse. 
Luc. And may it be that you have quite forgot 
A husband’s office? Shall, Antipholus, 

Even in the spring of love, thy love-springs rot? 

Shall love, in building, grow so ruinous? 4 
If you did wed my sister for her wealth. 

Then, for her wealth’s sake use her with more 
kindness: 

Or, if you like elsewhere, do it by stealth; 
Muffle your false love with some show of 
blindness; 8 

Let not my sister read it in your eye: 

Be not thy tongue thy own shame ■ orator; 
Look sweet, speak fair, become disloyalty; 

Apparel vice like virtue’s harbinger; 11 

Bear a fair presence, though your heart be 
tainted; 

Teach sin the carriage of a holy saint; 

Be secret-false: what need she be acquainted? 

What simple thief brags of his own attaint? 
*Tis double wrong to truant with your bed, 17 
And let her read it in thy looks at board: 
Shame hath a bastard fame, well managed; 

Ill deeds are doubled with an evil word, so 
Alas! poor women, make us but believe. 
Being compact of credit, that you love us; 
Though others have the arm, show us the sleeve; 
We in your motion turn, and you may move 
us. *4 

Then, gentle brother, get you in again; 

Comfort my sister, cheer her, call her win: 
'Tis holy sport to be a little vain. 

When the sweet breath of flattery conquers 
strife. at 

Ant. S. Sweet mistress,—what your name is 
else, 1 know not. 

Nor by what wonder yon do hit of mine,— 
Less in your knowledge and your grace you 
show not 

Than our earth's wonder; more then earth 
divine. s* 


For ever housed where it gets possession. divine. , s* 

. Ant. E. You have prevail'd:! will depart in Teach me, dear creature, how to think and 

Aa^ia^espittofmirth, mean to be merry. 10s Lay open to my earthy-froas conceit. 
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Smother’d In erron, feeble, shallow, weak. 
The folded meaning of your words’deceit. 36 
Against my soul’s pure truth why labour you 
To make it wander in an unknown field? 

Are you a god? would you create me new? 
Transform me then, and to your power I’ll 
yield. 40 

But If that I am I, then well I know 
Your weeping sister is no wife of mine, 

Nor to her bed no homage do I owe: 

Far more, far more, to you do I decline. 44 
01 train me not, sweet mermaid, with thy note. 
To drown me in thy sister flood of tears: 
Sing, siren, for thyself, and I will dote: 

Spread o’er the silver waves thy golden hairs. 
And as a bed I’ll take them and mere lie; 4 » 

And, in that glorious supposition think 
He gains by death that hath such means to die: 
Let Love, being light, be drowned if she sink I 
Luc. What! are you mad, that you do 
reason so? S3 

Ant. S. Not mad, but mated; how, I do not 
know. 

Luc. It is a fault that springeth from your 
eye. 

Ant. S. For gazing on your beams, fair sun, 
being by. s« 

Luc. Gaze where you shoulu, and that will 
clear your sight. 

Ant. S. As good to wink, sweet love, as look 
on night. 

Luc. Why call you me love? call my sister to. 
Ant, S. Thy sister’s sister. 

Luc, That’s my sister. 

Ant. S. No; 60 

It is thyself, mine own seifs better part; 

Mine eye’s dear eye, my dear heart’s dearer 
heart; 

My food, my fortune, and my sweet hope’s aim, 
My sole earth's heaven, and my heaven's claim. 

. Luc. Ail this my sister is, or else should be. 
Ant. S. Can thyself sister, sweet, fee I aim 


Thee will I love and with thee lead my fife: 
Thou hast no husband yet nor I no wife. 6S 
Give me thy hand. 

Luc. Ol soft, dr; hold you still: 

I’ll fetch my sister, to get her good will. [Exit. 

Enter dromko of Syracuse, hardly. 
Ant.S. Why, how now, Dromio I where run'st 
them so fast? 7s 

Dro.S. Do you know me, sir? am I Dromio? 
am I your man? ami myself? 

Ant. S. Thou art Dromio, thou art my man, 
thou art thyself. 76 

Dm. 5.1 am an ass, I am a woman’s man 

tmi frft Vfc* t&yst&f. 

Ant. S. What woman’s man? and how be¬ 
tides thyself? to 

Dm. S. Marry, sir, besides myself, I am due 


a beast: not that, I being a beast. She would 
have me; but that she, being a very beastly 
creature, lays claim to me. Ss 

4 nr. S. What is the? 

Dm. S. A very reverent body: aye, such a 
one as a man may not speak of, without he say, 
’Sir-reverence.' I have but lean luck in the 
match, and yet is she a wondrous fat marriage. 

Ant. S. How dost thou mean a fat mar¬ 
riage? 96 

Dm. S. Marry, sir. she’s the kitchen-wench, 
and all grease; and I know not what use to put 
her to but to make a lamp of her and run from 
her by her own light. I warrant her rags and 
the tallow in them will bum a Poland winter; 
if she lives till doomsday, she’ll bum a week 
longer than the whole world. 

Ant. 5 . What complexion is She of? ton 

Dro. S. Swart, like my shoe, but Kfer face 
nothing like so ctam kept: for why the sweats; 
a man maygo over shoes in the grime of it. 
Ant. S. That’s a fault that water will mend. 
Dro. S. No, sir, ’tit in grain; Noah’s flood 
could not do it. iso 

Ant. S. What's her name? 

Dro. S. Nell, sir; but her name and three 
quarters,—that is, an ell and three quarters,— 
will not measure her from hip to hip. 

Ant. S. Then she bears some breadth? us 
Dm. S. No longer from head to foot than 
from hip to hip: she is spherical, like a globe; 
I could find out countries in her. 

Ant. S. In what part of her body stand* 
Ireland? no 

Dro.S. Marry, sir. In her buttocks: 1 found 
it out by the bogs. 

Ant. S. Where Scotland? 

Dro. S. I found it by the barrenness; hard 
in the palm of the hand. ns 

Ant. S. Where France? 

Dro.S. In her forehead; armed and re v erted, 
making war against her heir. sat 

Ant. S. Where England? 

Dro. S. I looked for the chalky diflh, but I 
could find no whiteness in them: bnt I guess it 
stood in her chin, by the salt rheum that ran 
between France and it 13s 

Ant. S. Where Spain? 

Dro. S. Faith, I saw not; but I frit it hot in 
her breath. ss* 

Ant. S. Where America, the Indies? 

Dro. S. O, sir! upon her nose, all o’er em¬ 
bellished with rubies, carbuncles, sapphire*, de- 
clining their rich aspect to the hot bream at 
Spain, who sent whole armadoes of caracks to 
be ballast at her nose. 14s 

Ant.S. Where stood Belgia.the Netherlands? 
Dro. S. O, sir! I did not look so low. To 
conclude, this drudge, or diviner, laid claim to 
me; call’d me Dromio; swore I was aeeured to 
her; told me what privy marks I had about me, 
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She had transform'd me to a cnrtal dog ami 
made me turn i' the wheel. zja 

Ant.S. Go hie thee presently post to the road: 
An if the wind blow any way from shore, 

I will not harbour in this town to-night: 

If any bark put forth, come to the mart, i$6 

Where I will walk till thou return to me. 

If every one knows us and we know' none. 

Tit Jme, I think, to trudge, pack, and be gone. 
Dro. S. As from a bear a man would run for 
life i So 

So fly I from her that would be my wife. [Exit. 
Ant. S. There’s none but witches do inhabit 
here. 

And therefore ’tis high time that 1 were hence. 
She that doth call me husband, even my soul 
Doth for a wife abhor; but her fair sister, is; 
Possess’d with such a gentle sovereign grace. 

Of such enchanting presence and discourse, 
Hath almost made me traitor to myself; 168 
But, lest myself be guilty to self-wrong, 
i’ll stop mine ears against the mermaid’s song. 

Enter ANGELO. 

Ang. Master Antipholus! 

Ant. S. Ay, that’s my name. 173 

Ang. I know it well, sir: lo, here is the chain. 

I thought to have ta’en you at the Porpentine; 
The chain unfinish’d made me stay thus long. 
Ant. S. What is your will that I shall do with 
this? 176 

Ang. What please yourself, sir: I have made 
it for you. 

Ant. S. Made it for me, sir! I bespoke it 
not. 

Ang. Not once, nor twice, but twenty times 
you have. 

Go home with it and please your wife withal; 
And soon at supper-tune I’ll visit you, i 8 z 
And then receive my money for the chain. 

Ant.S. Iprayyou,sir,recelvethemoneynow, 
For fear you ne’er see chain nor money more. 
Ang. You are a merry man, sir: fare you welL 
[Exit, having the chain. 
Ant. S. What I should think of this, I can¬ 
not tell: 

But this I think, there’s no man is so vain 
That would refuse so fair an offer'd chain. 188 
I see, a man here needs not live by shifts, 

When in the streets he meets such golden gifts. 
I’ll to the mart, and there for Dromio stay: 

If any ship put out, then straight away. [Exit. 


ACT IV 

Scene I.— A Public Place. 

Enter Second Merchant, anoelo, and an Officer. 

Mer. You know since Pentecost die sum is 
. due. 

And since I have not much importun'd you; 
Nor now I had not, but that I am bound 
To Persia, and want guilders for my voyage: 4 
Therefore make present satisfaction, 

Or M attach you by this officer. 
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Ang. Even just the sum that I do owe to you 
Is growing to me by Antipholus; S 

And in the instant that I met with you 
He had of me a chain: at five o’clock 
I shall receive the money for the same. 

Pleaseth you walk with me down to his house, 

I will discharge my bond, and thank you too. 13 

Enter antipholus of Ephesus and dromio 
of Ephesus from the Courtezan’s. 

Off. That labour may you save: see where 
he comes. 

Ant.E. While I go to the goldsmith’s house, 
go thou 

And buy a rope's end. that I will bestow 16 
Among my wife and her confederates. 

For locking me out of my doors by day. 

But soft! I see the goldsmith. Get thee gone; 
Buy thou a rope, and bring it home to me. ao 
Dro. E. I buy a thousand pound a year: 

I buy a rope! [Exit. 

Ant.E. AmaniswellholpupthatrtastJtoyou: 

I promised your presence and the chain; 23 
But neither chain nor goldsmith came to me. 
Belike you thought our love would last too long. 
If it were chain’d together, and therefore came 
not. 

Ang. Saving your merry humour, here's the 
note 

How much your chain weighs to the utmost 
carat. a* 

The fineness of the gold, and chargefiil fashion. 
Which doth amount to three odd ducats more 
Than I stand debted to this gentleman: 

I pray you see him presently discharg'd, 3s 
For he is bound to sea and stays but for ft 
Ant. E. Iam not furnish'd with the presen t 
money; 

Besides, I have some business in the town. 
Good sign :! -, take the stranger to my house, 36 
And with you take the chain, and bid my wife 
Disburse the sum on the receipt thereon 
Perchance I will be there as soon as you. 

Ang. Then, you will bring the chain to her 
yourself? 40 

Ant.E. No; bear it with you, lest I come not 
time enough. 

Ang. Well, sir, I will. Have you the chain 
about you? 

Ant.E. An if I have not, sir, I hope you have. 
Or else you may return without your money. 44 
Ang. Nay, come, I pray you, sir, give me the 
chain: 

Both wind and tide stays for this gentleman, 
And I, to blame, have held him here too loss. 
Ant. E. Good Lord! you use this dalliance 
to excuse . _ 4 * 

Your breach of promise to the Porpentine. 

I should have chid you for not bringing it, 
But, like a shrew, you first begin to brawl. 
Mer. The hour steals on; l pray you, dr, 
dispatch. 5 » 

Ang. You bear how he importunes me: the 
chain! 

Ant. E. Why, give ft to my wife and fetch 
your money. 
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Ang. Come, come; yon know I pve it you 
even now. 59 

Either send the chain or send by me some token. 
Ant. E. Fie! sow you run this humour out 
of breath. 

Cone, where’s the chain? I pray you, fat me 
see it, 

AsTer. Mybusinesscannotbrook this dalliance. 
Good sir. say whe’r you’ll answer me or no: «o 
If not. I'll leave him to the officer. 

Ant. E. 1 answer you! what should I answer 
you? 

Ang. The money that yon owe me for the 

rh»m. 

Ant. E. I owe yon none tUl I receive the chain. 
Ang. You know I gave it you half an hour 

since, 65 

Ant. E. You gave me none: you wrong me 
much to say so. 

Ang. You wrong me more, sir, in denying it: 
Consider how it stands upon my credit. 68 
Met. Well, officer, arrest him at my suit. 
Off. I do; 

Andcharae you in the duke’s name to obey me. 

Ang. lids touches me in reputation. n 
Either consent to pay this sum for me. 

Or I attach you by this officer. 

Ant. E Consent to pay thee that I never had! 
Arrest me, foolish fellow, if thou dar’st. 76 
Ang. Here is thy fee: arrest him. officer. 

I would not spare my brother in this case. 

If be should scorn me so apparently. 

Off. I do arrest you, sir: you hear the suit. So 
Ant. E. I do obey thee dll I give thee bail. 
But, sirrah, you shall buy this sport as dear 
As all the metal in your shop wul answer. 

Ang. Sir, sir, I shall have law in Ephesus, 8 s 
To your notorious shame, I doubt it not. 


Enter dromio of Syracuse. 

Dro.S. Master, there is a bark ofEpiaamnum 
That stays but till her owner comes aboard, 
Ahd then she bears away. Our fraughtage, sir, 
I have convey’d aboard, and I have bought 89 
The oil, the balsamum, and aqua-vita. 

The ship is in her trim; the merry wind 
Blows air from land; they say for nought at 
all 91 

But for their owner, master, and yourself. 

Ant. E. How now! a madm a n ! Why, thou 
peevish sheep. 

What skip of Epidamntim says for me? 

Dro. S. A ship you sent me to, to hire 
wattage. 96 

Ant. E. Thou drunken slave, I sent thee for 
trope: 

And told thee to what purpose, and what end. 

Dro.S. Yonsentmeforarope’sendassoon: 
You sent me to the bay, sir, for a bark. 100 
Ant. E. I will debate this matter at mom 
l eisure , 

And teach your ears to list me with more heed. 
To Adriana, villain, hie thee straight: 

Give her this key, and tell her, to the desk 104 
That’s covfcr’d o’er with Turkish tapestry. 
There is a purse of ducats: let her send it. 


Tell her I am arrested in the street. 

And that shall bail use. Hie thee, slave, be gone 1 
On, officer, to prison till it come. 109 

[Exeunt Merchant, angelo, Officer, and 
ANTteHOLUS of Ephreus. 
Dro. S. To Adriana! that is where we din’d. 
Where Dowaabel did claim me for her husband: 
She is too big, I hope, for me to compass, in 
Thither I must, although against my will, 

For servants must their masters’ minds fulfil. 

[Exit. 


Scene II. —A Boom in the House of 
ANnpHOLUS of Ephesus. 

Enter adiuana and lucuna. 

Adr. Ahl Lucians, did he tempt thee so? 

Mightst thou perceive austerely in his eye 
That he did plead in earnest? yea or no? 

Look'd he or red or pale ? or sad or merrily ? 
What observation maa’st thou in this caae j 
Of his heart’s meteors tilting in his face? 

Luc. First he denied you had in him no right. 
Adr. He meant he did me none; the more 
toy spite. 8 

Luc. Then swore he that he was a stranger 
here. 

Adr. And true he swore, though yet forsworn 
he were. 

Luc. Then pleaded I fin you. 

Adr. And what said he? 

Luc. That love I begg'd for you be begg’d 
of me. 12 

Adr. With what persuasion did he tempt thy 
love? 

Luc. With words that in an honest suit might 
move. 

First he did praise my beauty, then my speech. 
Adr. Didst speak him fair? 

Luc. Have patience, I beseech. 

Adr. I cannot nor I will not hold me still: 
My tongue, though #ot my heart, shall have 
his will. 

He is deformed, crooked, old and sere, 19 
IU-fac’d, worse bodied, shapeless every where; 
Vicious, ungentle, foolish, blunt unkind. 
Stigmatical in making, worse in mind. 

Luc. Who would ue jealous then, of such 
a one? 

No evil lost is wail’d when it is gone. at 
Adr. Ahl but I think him better than I say. 
And yet would herein others’ eyes were worse. 
Far from her nest the lapwing cries away; 

My heart prays for him, though my tongue 
do curse. al 


Enter dromio of Syracuse. 

Dro.S. Here, go: the desk! the purse! sweet 
now, make haste. 

Luc. How hast thou lost thy breath? 

Dro. S. By running fast 

Adr. Where is thy master, Dromio? to he 
weh? 

Dro.S. No, he’s in Tartarlhnbo, worse than 
hell. s* 
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A devil in an everlasting garment hath him. 
One whose hard heart is button'd up with steel; 
A fiend, a fairy, pitiless and rough; 

A wolf, nay, worse, a fellow all in buff; 96 
A back-friend, a shoulder-clapper, one that 
countermands 

The passages of alleys, creeks and narrow lands; 
A hound that runs counter and yet draws dry- 
foot well; 

One that, before the judgment, carries poor 
souls to hell. 40 

Adr. Why, man, what is the matter? 

Pro. S. I do not know the matter: he is 
‘rested on the case. 

A dr. What, is he arrested ? tell me at whose 
suit. 

Pro. S. I know not at whose suit he is 
arrested well; 44 

But he‘s in a suit of buff which 'rested him, that 
can 1 tell. 

Will you send him, mistress, redemption, the 
money in his desk? 

Adr. Go fetch it, sister.— [Exit luciana.] 
This I wonder at: 

That he, unknown to me, should be in debt: 48 
Tell me, was he arrested on a band? 

Pro. S. Not on a band, but on a stronger 
thing; 

A chain, a chain. Do you not hear it ring? 
Adr. What, the chain? 52 

Dro. S. No, no, the bell: ’(is time that I were 
gone: 

It was two ere I left him, and now the clock 
strikes one. 

Adr. The hours come back 1 that did I never 
hear. 

Pro. S. O yes; if any hour meet a sergeant, 
a' turns back for very fear. ;6 

Adr. As if Time were in debtl bow fondly 
dost thou reason! 

Pro. S. Time is a very bankrupt, and owes 
more than he's worth to season. 

Nay, he’s a thief too: have you not heard men 
say. 

That Time comes stealing on by night and 
day) ‘ 60 

If Time be in debt and theft, and a sergeant in 
the way. 

Hath he not reason to turn back an hour in a 
day? 

Re-enter LUCTANA. 

Adr. Go, Dromio: there’s the money, bear it 
straight, 

And bring thy master home immediately. 64 
Come, sister; I am press’d down with conceit; 
Conceit, my comfort and my injury. [Exeunt. 


Scene m.— A Public Place. 

Enter aktepholus of Syracuse. 

Ant. S. There’a not a man I meet but doth 
salute me. 

As if I were their well acquainted friend; 

And every one doth call me by my name. 


Some tender money to me: some Invite me; 4 
Some other give me thanks for kindnesses; 
Some offer me commodities to buy: 

Even now a tailor call’d me in his shop 
And show’d me silks that he had bought for me. 
And therewithal, took measure of my body. 9 
Sure these are but imaginary wiles. 

And Lapland sorcerers inhabit here. 


Enter dromio of Syracuse. 

Pro. S. Master, here’s the gold you sent me 
for. 1* 

What I have you got the picture of old Adam 
new apparelled? 

Ant. S. what gold is this? What Adamdoot 
thou mean? 

Pro. S. Not that Adam that kept the Para¬ 
dise, but that Adam that keeps the prison: he 
that goes in the calf’s skin that was killed for the 
Prodigal: he that came behind you, sir, like an 
evil angei, and bid you forsake your liberty. 
Ant. S. I understand thee not. so 

Dro. S. No? why, 'tis a plain case: he that 
went, like a base-viol, in a case of leather; the 
man, sir, that, when gentlemen are tired, gives 
them a fob, and ’rests them; be, sir, that takes 
pity on decayed men and gives them suits of 
durance; he that sets up ins rest to do more 
exploits with his mace than a morris-pike. 

Ant. S. What, thou meanest an officer? 28 
Dro. S. Ay, sir, the sergeant of the band; he 
that brings any man to answer it that breaks 
his band; one that thinks a man always going 
to bed, and says, ‘God give you good rest! ’ 32 
Ant. S. Well, sir, there rest in your foolery. 
Is there any ship puts forth to-night? may we 
begone? jj 

Pro. S. Why, sir. I brought you word an hour 
since that the bark Expedition put forth to* 
night; and then were you hindered by the 
sergeant to tarry for the hoy Delay. Here are 
the angels that you sent for to deliver you. 40 
Ant. S. The fellow is distract, and so am I; 
And here we wander in illusions: 

Some blessed power deliver us from hence! 


Enter a Courtezan. 

Cour. Well met, well met, Master Antipholus. 
T see, sir, you have found the goldsmith now: 4 J 
*s that the chain you promis’d me to-day? 
Ant. S. Satan, avoid! I charge thee tempt 
me not!. , 

Dro. S. Master, is this Mistress Satan? 4S 
Ant. S. It is the devil. 

Dro. S. Nay, she is worse, she is the devil's 
dam, and here she comes in the habit of a light 
wench: and thereof comes that the wenches say, 
‘ God damn me:’ that’s as much as to say, ‘ God 
make me a light wench.’ It is written, they 
appear to men like angels of light: light is an 
effect of fire, and fire will bum; ergo, light 
wenches will burn. Come not near her. 97 
Cour. Your man and you are marvellous 
merry, sir. Will you go with me? we’ll mend 
our dinner here. 60 
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Dro.S. Master, If yon do, expect spoon-meat, 
so bespeak a Ionjj spoon. 

Ant. S. Why, Dromlo? 

Dm. S. Marry, be must have a long spoon 
that must eat with the devil. 65 

Ant. S. Avoid thee, fiend! what tefi’st thou 
me of supping? 

Thou art, as you are all, a sorceress: 

I conjure thee to leave me and be gone. 6S 
Cour. Give me the ring of mine you had at 
dinner, 

Or, for my diamond, the chain you promis'd. 
And I'll begone, sir, and not trouble you. 
Dro. S. Some devils ask but the parings of 
one's nail, _ n 

A rush, a hair, a drop of blood, a pin, 

A nut, a cherry-stone; 

But she, more covetous, would have a chain. 
Master, be wise: an if you give it her, 7S 

The devil will shake her chain and flight us 
with it. 

Cour. I pray yon, sir, my ring, or else the 
chain: 

I hope you do not mean to cheat me so. 

Ant.S. Avaunt, thou witch I Come.Dromio, 
let us go. So 

Dro. S. 'Fly pride,' says the peacock: mis¬ 
tress, that you know. 

{Exeunt anttpholus of Syracuse and 
oaoMio of Syracuse. 
Cour. Now,outofdoubt,Antipholusismad, 
Else would he never so demean himself. 

A ring he hath of mine worth forty ducats, 84 
And for the same he promis’d me a chain: 
Both one and other he denies me now. 

The reason that I gather he is mad. 

Besides this present instance of his rage, St 
Is a mad tale he told to-day at dinner, 

Of his own doors being shut against his en¬ 
trance. 

Belike his wife, acquainted with his fits. 

On purpose shut the doors against his way. 92 
My way is now to hie home to his house. 

And tell his wife, that, being lunatic. 

He rush’d into my house, and took perforce 
My ring away. This course I fittest choose, 96 
For forty ducats is too much to lose. [Exit. 

Scene IV.— A Street. 

Enter anttpholus of Ephesus and the Officer. 
Ant. E. Fear me not, man; I will not break 
away: 

I’ll give thee, ere I leave thee, 10 much money. 
To warrdht thee, as I am ’rested for. 

My wife is in a wayward mood to-day, 4 

And will not Ughtly trust the messenger. 

That I should be attach’d in Ephesus, 

I tell you, ’twill sound harshly far her ears. 

Enter mOMRO of Ephesus with a rope’s end. 
Here comes my man: I think he brings die 
money. s 

How now, sir! have yon that I sent you for? 
Dro. E. Here’s that, I warrant you, wfil pay 
them all. 


Ant. E. But where’s the money? 

Dro. E. Why, air, I gave the money for foe 
rope. u 

Ant. E. Five hundred ducats, villain, for a 
rope? 

Dro.E. I’ll serve you, sir, five hundred at the 
rate. 

Ant. E. To what end did I bid thee hie thee 
home? 

Dro.E. To a rope’s end, sir; and to that end 
am I return’d. >$ 

Ant. E. And to that end, sir, I will welcome 
you. [Beats him. 

Off. Good sir. be patient. 

Dro. E. Nay, 'tis for me to be patient; I am 
in adversity. 

Off. Good now, hold thy tongue. 20 

Dro.E. Nay, rather persuade him to hold his 
han ds. 

Ant. E. Thou whoreson, senseless villain! 
Dro. E. I would I were senseless, sir, that I 
might not feel your blows. as 

Ant. E. Thou art sensible in nothing but 
blows, and so is an ass. 

Dro. E. I am an ass indeed; you may prove 
it by my long ears. I have served him from the 
hour of my nativity to this instant, and have 
nothing at his hands for my service bat blows. 
When 1 am cold, he heats me with beating; 
when I am warm, he cools me with beating; 
I am waked with it when I sleep; raised with it 
when I sit; driven out of doors with it when I go 
from home; welcomed home with it when I 
return; nay, I bear it on my shoulders, as a 
beggar wont her brat; and, I think, when he 
hath lamed me, I shall beg with it from door to 
door. 40 

Ant. E. Comet go along; my wife is coming 
yonder. 

Enter adeiana, luciana, the Courtezan, and 
PINCH. 

Dro.E. Mistresi, respice finem, respect your 
end; or rather, to prophesy like foe parrot, 
’Beware the rope's end.’ 45 

Ant. E. Wfit thou still talk? [Beats him. 

Cour. How say you now? is not your hus¬ 
band mad? 

A dr. His incivility confirms no less. 4* 

Good Doctor Finch, you are a conjurer- 
Establish him in his true tense again. 

And I will please you what you win demand. 
Luc. Alas! how fiery and how sharp he looks. 
Cour. Mark how he trembles in his ecstasy! 
Pinch. Give me your hand and let me feel 
your pulse. 

Ant. E. There is my hand, and let it feel your 
ear. [Strikes him. 

Pinch. I charge thee, Satan, hous’d within 
this man, 56 

To yield possession to my holy prayers. 

Ana to thy state of darkness hie thee straight: 
I conjure thee by afi the taints in heaven. 

Ant. E. Peace, doting wizard, p ea ce 1 I am 
not mad. <0 
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Adr. O! that thou start not, poor distressed 
soul I 

Ant. E You minion, you, are these your 
customers? 

Did this companion with the saffron face 

Revel and feast it at nnr house to-day, 64 

Whilst upon me the guilty doors were shut 

And I denied to enter in rhy house? 

Adr. O husband, God doth know you din'd 
at home; 

Where would you had remain'd until this tune. 

Free from these slanders and this open shame! 
Ant. E. Din’d at home! Thou villain, what 
say’st thou? 

Dro. E. Sir, sooth to say, you did not dine at 
home. 

Ant. E. Were not my doors Inch'd up and I 
shut out? 72 

Dro. E. Perdy, your doors were lock’d and 

you shut out. 

Ant. E. And did not she betself revile me 
there? 

Dro. E. Sana fable, she herself revil’d you 
there. 

Ant.E. Did not her kitchen-maid rail, taunt, 
and scorn me? 76 

Dro. E. Certes, she did; the kitchen-vestal 

scorn’d you. 

Ant. E. And did not I in rage depart from 
thence? 

Dro. E. In verity you did: my bones bear 
witness. 

That since have felt the vigour of his rage. So 
Adr. Is’t good to soothe him in these con¬ 
traries? 

Pinch. It is no shame: the fellow finds his 
vein, 

And, yielding to him humours well his frenzy. 
Ant. E. Thou hast suborn’d the goldsmith to 
arrest me. 84 

Adr. Alas I I tent you money to redeem you. 

By Dromio here, who came in haste for it. 

Dro. E. Money by met heart and good will 
you might; 

But surely, master, not a rag of money. ** 

Ant. E. Went’st not thou to her for a purse 
of ducats? 

Adr. He came to me, and I deliver’d it 
Luc. And I am witness with her that she 
did. 

Dro. E. God and the rope-maker bear me 
witness 9s 

That I was sent for nothing but a rope! 

Pinch. Mistress, both man and master it 
possess'd: 

I know it by their pateond deadly looks. 

They must be bound and laid in some dark 
room. , 96 

Ant. R Say, wherefore didst thou lode me 
forth to-day? / 

And why dost thou deny the bag of gold,? 
Aar. I did not, gentle husband, lock thee 
forth. 

Dro. E* And, gentle master, I receiv'd no 
“old; 100 

[ crafts*, sir, font we were lock'd out 


Adr. Dissembling villain! thou speak’st (Use 
in both. 

Ant. E. Dissembling harlot 1 thou art fUse 
in all; 

And art confederate with a damned pack <04 

To make a loathsome abject scorn of me; 

But with these nails I'll pluck out those fklse 
eyes 

That would behold In me this shameful sport 
Adr. O! bind him, bind him, let him not 
come near me. 108 

Pinch. More company! the fiend is strong 
within him. 

Luc. Ay me! poor man, how pale and wan 
helooksl 


Enter three or four and hind antvholus of 
Ephesus. 

Ant. E. What, will you murder me? Thou 
gaoler, thou, 

I am thy prisoner: wilt thou suffer them in 
To make a rescue? 

Off. Masters, let him go: 

He is my prisoner, and you shall not have him. 
Pinch. Go bind this man, for he Is frantic too. 

[They bind dromio of Ephesus. 
Adr. What wilt thou do, thou peevish officer ? 
Hast thou delight to see a wretched man 117 
Do outrage and displeasure to himself? 

Off. He is my prisoner: if I let him go. 

The debt he owes will be requir’d of me. no 
Adr. I will discharge thee ere I go from thee: 
Bear me forthwith unto his creditor, 

And, knowing how the debt grows, I will pay it 
Good Master doctor, see him safe convey’d 124 
Home to my house. O most unhappy day! 
Ant. E. O most unhappy strumpet! 

Dro. E. Master, I am here enter’d in bond 
for yon. 

Ant.E. Out on thee, villain! wherefore dost 
thou mad me? ns 

Dro. E. Will you be bound for nothing? be 
mad, good master; cry, ‘the devil!’ 

Luc. God help, poor souis! how idly do they 
talk. 

Adr. Go bear him hence. Sister, go you 
with me.— 13s 

[Exeunt pinch and Assistants with ANTIPHO- 
lus of Ephesus and dromio of Ephesus. 
Say now, whose suit is he arrested at? 
Q/f^ One Angelo, a goldsmith; do you know 

Adr. I know the man. What is the sum he 
owes? 

Off. Two hundred ducats. 

Adr. Say, how grows it due? n« 

Cj/FjDue for a chain your husband had of 

Adr, He did bespeak a chain for me, but had 
it not. 

Cow. When as your Intend all la rage, 
to-day 

Came to my house, and took away my ring,— 
The ring I saw upon hii finger now,— <41 
Straight after dm I asset Mm with a drain. 
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Adr. It may be so, bat I did never see it. 
Come, gaoler, bring me where the goldsmith is: 
I long to know the truth hereof at large. 14; 


Enter antipholus of Syracuse and dromio of 
Syracuse, with rapiers drawn. 

Luc. God, for thy mercy! they are loose 
again. 

Adr. And come with naked swords. Let’s 
call more help 
To have them bound again. 

Off. Away! they’ll kill us. 

[Exeunt adriana, luciana, and Officer. 

Ant. S. I see, these witches are afraid of 
swords. 149 

Dro.S. She that would be your wife now ran 
from you. 

Ant.S. Come to the Centaur; fetch our stuff 
from thence: 

I long that we were safe and sound aboard. 152 

Dro. S. Faith, stay here this night, they will 
surely do us no harm; you saw they speak us 
fair, give us gold: methinks they are such a 
gentle nation, that, but for the mountain of mad 
flesh that claims marriage of me, I could find in 
my heart to stay here still, and turn witch. 

Ant. S. I will not stay to-night for all the 
town; 

Therefore away, to get our stuff aboard. 160 

[ Exeunt. 


ACT V 

Scene I. —A Street before an Abbey. 
Enter Merchant and angelo. 

Ang. Iamsorry.sir.thatlhavehinder’dyou; 
But, I protest, he had the chain of me, 
Though most dishonestly he doth deny it. 
Mer. How is the man esteem’d here in the 
city? 4 

. Ang. Of very reverend reputation, sir. 

Of credit infinite, highly belov’d. 

Second to none that lives here in the city: 

His word might bear my wealth at any time. 8 
Mer. Speak softly: yonder, as I think, he 
walks. 


Enter AKnPHOLUS of Syracuse and dromio of 
Syracuse. 

Ang. *Tis so; and that self chain about his 
neck 

Which he forswore most monstrously to have. 
Good sir, draw near to me, I’U speak to him. 
Signior Antipholus, I wonder much 13 

That you would put me to this shame and 
trouble: 

And not without some scandal to yourself, 
With circumstance and oaths so to deny 1« 
This chain which now you wear so openly: 
Beside the charge, the shame, imprisonment, 
You have done wrong to this my honest friend, 
Who, but for staying on our controversy, ao 
Had hoisted sail and put to sea to-day. 

This chain you had of me; can you dray it? 


Ant. S. 1 think I had: I never did deny it 
Mer. Yes, that you did, sir, and forswore it 
too. 24 

Ant. S. Who heard me to deny it or for¬ 
swear it? 

Mer. These ears of mine, thou know’st, did 
hear thee. 

Fie on thee, wretch! ’tis pity that thou liv'st 
To walk where any honest men resort as 
Ant. S. Thou art a villain to impeach me 
thus: 

I’ll prove mine honour and mine honesty 
Against thee presently, if thou dar’st stand. 
Mer. I dare, and do defy thee for a villain. 3a 
[They draw. 

Enter adriana, luciana, Courtezan, and 
Others. 

Adr. Hold 1 hurt him not, for God’s sake! he 
is mad. 

Some get within him, take his sword away. 
Bind Dromio too, and bear them to my house. 
Dro. S. Run, master, run; for God’s sake, 
take a house! 36 

This is some priory: in, or we are spoil’d. 

[Exeunt antipholus of Syracuse and 
dromio of Syracuse to the Abbev. 

Enter the Abbess. 

Abb. Be quiet, people. Wherefore throng 
you hither? 

Adr. To fetch my poor distracted husband 
hence. 

Let us come in, that we may bind him fast, 40 
And bear him home for his recovery. 

Ang. I knew he was not in his perfect wits. 
Mer. I am sorry now that I did draw on him. 
Abb. How long hath this possession held the 
man? 44 

Adr. This week he hath been heavy, sour, sad, 
And much different from tbe man he was; 
But, till this afternoon his passion 
Ne’er brake into extremity of rage. 48 

Abb. Hath he not lost much wealth by wrack 
of sea? 

Buried some dear friend? Hath not else his eye 
Stray’d his affection in unlawful love? 

A sin prevailing much in youthful men, ja 

Who give their eyes the liberty of gazing. 
Which of these sorrows is he subject to? 

Adr. To none of these, except it be the last; 
Namely, some love that drew him ofr from 

home. 36 

Abb. You should for that have reprehended 
him. 

Adr. Why, * 0 1 did. 

Abb. Ay, but not rough enough. 

Adr- As roughly as my modesty would let me. 
Abb. Haply, in private. 

Adr. And in assemblies too. to 

Abb. Ay, but not enough. 

Adr. It was the copy of our conference: 

In bed, he slept not for my urging it; 

At board, he fed not for my urging it; 64 
Alone, it was the subject of my theme; 
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In company I often glanced it: 

Still did I tell him it wax vile and bad. 

Abb. And thereof came it that the man wax 
mad: M 

The venom clamours of a jealona woman 
Poison more deadly than a mad dog's tooth. 

It seems, his sleeps were hinder'd by thy railing, 
And thereof comes it that his head is light. 72 
Thou say'st hix meat was sauc'd with thy up- 
braidings : 

Unquiet meals make ill digestions; 

Thereof the raging fire of fever bred: 

And what’s a Fever but a fit of madness? 76 
Thou say'st his sports were hinder’d by thy 
brawls: 

Sweet recreation barr*d, what doth ensue 
But moody moping, and dull melancholy. 
Kinsman to grim and comfortless despair. So 
And at her heels a huge infectious troop 
Of pale distemperatures and foes to life ? 

In Food, in sport, and life-preserving rest 
To be disturb'd, would mad or man or beast: 84 
The consequence is then, thy jealous fits 
Have scar’d thy husband from the use of wits. 

Luc. She never reprehended him but mildly 
When he demean’d himself rough, rude, and 
wildly. 88 

Why bear you these rebukes and answer not? 

Adr. She did betray me to my own reproof. 
Good people, enter, and lay hold on him. 

Abb. No; not a creature enters in my house. 
Adr. Then, let your savants bring my hus¬ 
band forth. 93 

Abb. Neither: he took this place for sanc¬ 

tuary. 

And it shall privilege him from your hands 
Till I have brought him to his wits again, 96 
Or lose my labour in assaying it. 

_Adr. I will attend my husband, be his nurse, 
Diet his sickness, for it is my office, 

And will have no attorney but myself; too 

And therefore let me have him home with me. 
_Abb. Be patient; for I will not let him stir 
Till I have us'd the approved means I have. 
With wholesome syrups, drugs, and holy 
prayers, 104 

To make of him a formal man a gain. 

It is a branch and parcel of mine oath, 

A charitable duty of my order; 

Therefore depart and leave him here with me. 
Adr. I will not hence and leave my husband 
here: 109 

And ill it doth beseem your holiness 
To separate the husband and the wife. 

Abb. Be quiet, and depart; thou shalt not 
have him. [£*ir. 

Luc. Complain unto the duke of this in¬ 
dignity. 113 

Adr. Come, go: I will fall prostrate a this feet, 
And never rise until my tears and prayers 
Have won his Grace to come in person hither. 
Ana take perforce my husband from the abbess. 
Sec. Mtr. By this, I think, the dial points at 
five: 

Anon, I’m sure, the duke himself in person 
1 ads way to the melancholy vtue, iso 


Tbs place of death and sony execution. 
Behind the ditches of the abbey here. 

An,f. Upon what cause? 

Sec.Mer. To see a reverend Syracuxlan mer¬ 
chant, xs4 

Who put unluckily into this bay 
Against the laws and statutes of this town, 
Beheaded publicly for his offence. 

Ang. See where they come: we will behold 
his death. 128 

Luc. Kneel to die duke before he pass the 
abbey. 


Enter duke attended; jeoeon bare-headed; with 
the Headsman and other Officers. 

Duke. Yet once again proclaim it publicly. 
If any friend will pay the sum for him, 

He shall not die; so much we tender him. 132 
Adr. Justice, most sacred duke, against the 
abbess! 

Duke. She is a virtuous and a reverend lady: 
It cannot be that she hath done thee wrong. 
Adr. May it please your Grace, Andpholus, 
my husband, 136 

Whom I made lord of me and all I had. 

At your important letters, this ill day 
A most outrageous fit of madness took him. 
That desperately hehurried through the street,— 
With him his bondman, all as mad as he,— 141 
Doing displeasure to the citizens 
By rushing in their houses, bearing thence 
Kings, jewels, anything his rage did like, 144 
Once did I get him bound ana sent him home, 
Whilst to take order for the wrongs I went 
That here and there his fury had committed. 
Anon, I wot not by what strong escape, 148 
He broke from those that had the guard of him. 
And with his mad attendant and himself, 
Each one with ireful passion, with drawn swords 
Met us again, and, madly bent on us 132 

Chas’d us away, till, raising of more aid 
We came again to bind them. Then they fled 
Into this abbey, whither we pursu’d them; 
And here the abbess shuts the gates on us, ijf 
And will not suffer us to fetch him out. 

Nor send him forth that we may bear him hence. 
Therefore, most gracious duke, with thy com¬ 
mand 

Let him be brought forth, and borne hence for 
help. 1*0 

Duke. Long since thy husband sav’d me in 
my wars, 

And I to thee engag’d a prince's word, 

When thou didst make mm master of thy bed. 
To do him all the grace and good I could. 164 
Go, some of you, knock at the abbey gate 
And bid the lady abbess come to me. 

I will determine this before I stir. 


Enter a Servant 

Serv. O mistress, mistress 1 shift and save 
yourself! its 

My master and his man are both broke loose. 
Beaten the maids x-row and bound the doctor. 
Whose beard they have sing’d off with brands 
of Are; 
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And ever as it blaz’d they threw on him 17s 
Great pails of puddled mire to quench the hair. 
My master preaches patience to him, and the 
while 

His man with scissors nicks him like a fool; 
And sure, unless you send some present help, 
Between them they will kill the conjurer. 177 
Adr. Peace, fooll thy master and his man 
are here, 

And that is false thou dost report to ns. 

Serv. Mistress, upon my life, 1 tell you true; 
I have not breath’d almost, since I did see it. 181 
He cries for you and vows, if he can take you. 
To scotch your face, and to disfigure you. 

1 Cry within. 

Hark, hark! I hear him, mistress: fly, be gone! 
Duke. Come, stand by me; fear nothing. 
Guard with halberds! 1R5 

Adr. Ay me, it is my husband! Witness you. 
That he is home about invisible: 

Even now we hous'd him in the abbey here, 188 
And now he's here, past thought of human 
reason. 

Enter anttpholus of Ephesus and dromto 
of Ephesus. 

Ant. E. Justice, most gracious duke! O! 
grant me justice, 

Even for the service that long since I did thee, 
When 1 bestrid thee in the wars and took 192 
Deep scars to save thy life; even for the blood 
That then I lost for thee, now grant me justice. 
ASgc. Unless the fear of death doth make me 
dote, 

I see my son Antipholus and Dromio! >96 
Ant. E. Justice, sweet prince, against that 
woman there! 

She whom thou gav’st to me to be my wife. 
That hath abused and dishonour’d me. 

Even in the strength and height of injury! 200 
Beyond imagination is the wrong 
That she this day hath shameless thrown on me. 
. Duke. Discover how, and thou shalt find me 
just. 

Ant. E. This day, great duke, she shut the 
doors upon me, 204 

While she with harlots feasted in my house. 
Duke. A grievous fault! Say, woman, didst 
thou 80? 

Adr. No, my good lord: myself, he, and my 
sister 

To-day did dine together. So befall my soul 208 
As this is false he burdens me withal I 
Luc. Ne’er may I look on day, nor sleep on 
night. 

But she tells to your highness simple truth! 
Ang. O perjur'd woman! They are both for¬ 
sworn: 212 

In this the madman justly chargeth them! 

Ant. E. My liege, I am advised what I say: 
Neither disturb’d with the effect of wine, 

Nor heady-rash, provok’d with raging ire, 216 
Albeit my wrongs might make one wiser mad. 
This woman lock’d me out this day from dinner: 
That goldsmith them, were be not pack’d with 
her. 


Could witness it, for he was with me then; 220 
Who parted with me to go fetch a chain, 
Promising to bring it to the Porpentine, 
Where Balthazar and I did dine together. 

Our dinner done, and he not coming thither, 224 
I went to seek him; in the street I met him, 
And in his company that gentleman. 

There did this perjur’d goldsmith swear me 
down 

That I this day of him receiv’d the chain, 228 
Which, God he knows, I saw not; for the which 
He did arrest me with an officer. 

I did obey, and sent my peasant home 
For certain ducats: he with none return’d. 232 
Then fairly I bespoke the officer 
To go in person with me to my house. 

By the way we met 

My wife, her sister, and a rabble more 238 
Of vile confederates: along with them 
They brought one Pinch, a hungry lean-fhc’d 
villain, 

A mere anatomy, a mountebank, 

A threadbare juggler, and a fortune-teller, 240 
A needy, holiow-ey’d, sharp-looking wretch, 

A living-dead man. This pernicious slave,- 
Forsooth, took on him as a conjurer. 

And, gazing in mine eyes, feeling my pulse, 244 
And with no face, as ’twere, out-facing me, 
Cries out, I was possess'd. Then, altogether 
They fell upon me, bound me, bore me thence, 
And in a dark and dankish vault at home 248 
There left me and my man, both bound to¬ 
gether: 

Till, gnawing with my teeth my bonds in sunder, 
I gain’d my freedom, and immediately 
Ran hither to your Grace; whom I beseech 252 
To give me ample satisfaction 
For these deep shames and great indignities. 
Ang. My lord, in truth, thus far I witness 
with him, 25s 

That he din’d not at home, but was lock’d out. 
Duke. But had he such a chain ofthee, or no? 
Ang. He had, m^Jord; and when he ran in 
here. 

These people saw the chain about bis neck. 
Sec. Mer. Besides, I will be sworn these ears 
of mine 260 

Heard you confess you had the chain of him 
After you first forswore it on the mart; 

And thereupon I drew my sword on you; 

And then you fled into this abbey here, 264 
From whence, I think, you are come by miracle. 

Ant.E. X never came within these abbey walls; 
Nor ever didst thou draw thy sword on me; 

I never saw the chain, so help me heaven! 268 
And this is false you burden me withal. 

Duke. Why, what an intricate impeach is 
this! 

I think yon all have drunk of Circe’s cup. 

If here you hous’d him, here he would have 
been; 272 

If he were mad, he would not plead so coldly; 
You say he din'd at home; the goldsmith here 
Denies that saying. Sirrah, what say you? 
Dro. E. Sir, he din’d with her there, at the 
Porpentine. 276 
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Cow. He did, and from my finger match’d Have I been patron to Anttpholus, jag 

thatrinj^ . ... paring widen time he ne’er saw Syracusa, 


true, my liege; thlt ring I had I seethy age and dangers make thee dote. 


Ant. E. 
of her, 

Duke. Saw'st than him enter at the abbey 
betel 

Cow. At aure, my liege, at 1 do see your 
Grace. 380 

Duke. Why, this la strange. Go call the 
abbess hither. [Exit an Attendant. 

I think you are all mated or stark mad. 

AEge. Most mighty duke, vouchsafe me speak 
a word: 

Haply I see a friend will save my life, 384 
And pay the sum that may deliver me. 

Duke. Speak freely, Syracusian, what thou 
wilt 

AZge. Isnotyourname,sir,called Anttpholus? 
And is not that your bondman Dromio ? 388 
Dro. E. Within this hour 1 was his bond- 
man, sir; 

But he, I thank him, gnaw’d in two my cords; 
Mow am I Dromio and his man, unbound. 
AEge. I am sure you both of yon remember 
me. 


Reenter Abbess, with anttpholus of Syracuse 
and dromio of Syracuse. 

Abb. Most mighty duke, behold a man much 
wrong’d. lAll gather to tee him. 

Adr. I tee two husbands, or mine eyes de¬ 
ceive met 333 

Duke. One of these men is Genius to the 
other; 

And so of these: which is the natural man. 

And which the spirit? Who deciphers them? 
Dro. & I, sir, am Dromio: command him 
away. 337 

Dro.E. I, sir, am Dromio: pray let me stay. 
Ant. S. JEgeon art thou not? or else his 
ghost? 

Dro. S. Oi my old master; who hath bound 
him here? 340 

Abb. Whoever bound him, I will loose his 
bonds* 

And gain a husband by bis liberty. 


Dro. E. Ourselves we do remember, sir, by Speak, old dBgeon, if thou be’st the man 


you; 

For lately we were bound, as you are now. 
You are not Pinch’s patient, are you, sir? 
AEge. Why look you strange on me? you 
know me well. 396 

Ant. E. I never saw you in my life till now. 


That hadst a wife once call’d dBmilia, 
That bore thee at a burden two fair sons. 
O! if thou be’st the same jEgeon, speak. 
And speak unto the same Atm ilia 1 
AEge, If I dream not, thou art Almflla: 
If thou art she, tell me where is that son 
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AEge. O i grief hath chang’d me since you saw That floated with thee on the fatal raft? 
me last, " " 

And careful hours, with Time’s deformed hand. 


Abb. By men of Epidamnum, he and I, 
And the twin Dromio, all were taken up: 


344 


34 * 


33 a 


Have written strange defeatures in my face: 300 But by and by rude fishermen of Corinth 
But tell me yet, dost thou not know my voice? By force took Dromio and my son from them, 


Ant. E. Neither. 

AEge. Dromio, nor thou? 

Dro. E. No, trust me, sir, not I. 

JEge. I am sure thou dost. 

Dro. £ Ay, sir; but I am sure I do not; and 
whatsoever a man denies, you are now bound 
to believe Mm. 308 

AEge. Notknowmy voice! O.tirne’sextremity, 


And me they left with those of Epidamnum. 
What then became of them, I cannot tell; 3s# 
304 I to this fortune that you see me in. 

Duke. Why, here begins his morning story 
right; 

These two Anttpholus’, these two so like, 

And these two Dromios, one in semblance, 360 
Besides her urging of her wrack at sea; 


Hut thou so crack’d and splitted my poor These an the parents to these children. 


tongue 

In seven short yean, that here my only son 
Knows not my feeble key of untun’d cares? 31a 
Though now this grained face of mine be hid 
In sapHXtnsuming winter’s drizzled snow. 

And all the conduits of my blood froze up. 
Yet hath my night of life some memory, 316 

My wasting lamps some fading glimmer kft, 
My dull deaf ears a little use to hear: 

All these old witnesses, I cannot err, 

Teu me thou art my son Anttpholus. 320 
Ant. E. I sever saw my father in my life. 
Age. But seven years since, in Syracuse, boy, 
thou know’st we parted: but perhaps, my son, 
thou aham’st to acknowledge me in misery. 

Ant. E. The duke and all that know me in 
_ the city 333 

Can witness with me that it is not ao: 

I ne’w saw Syncusa in my life. 

Duke. I tall thee, Syracusian, twenty years 


Which fliyMmtaiiy are met together. 

Anttpholus,thoucam’stfromCsrinthfirst? 364 
Ant. S. No, sir, not I; I came from Syracuse. 
Duke. Stay, stand apart; I know not which 
is which. 

Ant. E. I came from Corinth, my most 
gracious lord,— 

Dro. £ And 1 with Mm T 388 

Ant. E. Brooabt to this town by that most 
famous warrior, 

Duke Menaphon, your most renowned uncle. 
Adr. Which or you two did dine with me 
to-day? 

Ant. S. L gentle mistress. 37a 

Adr. And are not you my husband? 

Ant. E. No; I say nay to that 

Ant. S. Ana so ao I; yet did she call me so; 

And this fhir gentlewoman, her sister here, 37* 

Did call me brother. [To UX3ANA.] What I 
told you thro. 
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I hope I than have leisure to mb |ood, 

If this be not a dream I see ud hear. 

Am. That is the chain, sir, which you had 
of me, 3*0 

Ant. S. I think it be, sir; I deny it not. 

Ant. E. And you, sir, for this chain arrested 
me. 

Ang, I think I did, sir; I deny it aot. 

Ait. I sent you money, sir, to be your bail, 
By Dromio; but I think hie brought it not. 3*5 
Dro, E. No, none by me. 

Ant. S. Ibis purse of ducats I receiv'd from 
you, 

And Dromio, my man, did bring them me. 3** 
1 see we still did meet each other’s man, 

And 1 was ta’en for him, and he for me, 

And thereupon these errors are arose. 

Ant. E. These ducats pawn I for my father 
hoe. 392 

Duke. It shall not need: thy father hath his 
life. 

Cour. Sir, I must have that diamond ton 


you. 

AM. E. There, take it; and much thanks for 
my good cheer. 

Abb. Renowned duke, vouchsafe to take the 
pains 396 

To eo with us into the abbey here, 

Mi hear at large discoursed all our fortunes; 
And all that ate assembled in this place, 
that by this sympathized one day's error 400 
Have suffer'd wrong, go keep us company, 
And we shall make full satisfaction. 


Thirty-three years have I but gone ir> travail 
Of you, my sons; and, till this present hour 404 
My heavy burdens ne’er delivered. 

The duke, my husband, and my children both, 


And you the calendars of their nativity, 

Go to a gossip’s feast, and joy with me: 40* 
After so long grief such festivity I 

Duke. With all my heart I’ll gossip at this 
feast. 

[Exeunt duke, Abbess, cgeon. Courtezan, 
Merchant. ANGao, and Attendants. 

Dro. S. Master, shall 1 fetch your stuff from 
shipboard? 

Ant. E. Dromio, what stuff of mine hast thou 
embark’d? 4» 

Dro. S, Your goods that lay at host, sir, in 
the Centaur. 

Ant. S. He speaks to me. I am your master, 
Dromio: 

Come, go with us; we’ll look to that anon: 
Embrace thy brother there; rejoice with him. 
[Exeunt anupholus of Syracuse and 
ANTtPHOLUS Of EpheSUS, ADRIANA 
and LUCIANA. 

Dro. S. There is a fat friend at your master’s 
house, 417 

That kitchen’d me for you today at dinner: 
She now shall be my sister, not my wife. 

Dro. E. Methinks you are my glass, and not 
my brother: 420 

I see by you I am a sweet-fac’d youth, 

Will you walk in to see their gossiping? 

Dro. S. Not I, sir; you are my elder. 

Dro. E. That’s a question; how shall we try 
it? 424 

Dro. S. Well draw cuts for the senior: till 
then lead thou fist. 

Dro. E. Nay, then, thus: 

Wecameinto theworld like brother and brother; 
And now let’s go hand in hand, not one before 
another. ( Exeunt. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONA} 


Don Pedro, Prince of Arragon. 

Don John, his bastard Brother. 

Claudio, a young Lord of Florence. 

Benedick, a young Lord of Padua. 

Leona ro, Governor of Messina. 

Antonio, his Brother. 

Balthazar, Servant to Don Pedro. 

cSSS? } foUowers ° r Don John - 

Dogberry, a Constable, 

Scene.- 


Verges, a Headborough. 

Friar Francis. 

A Sexton. 

A Boy. 

Hero, Daughter to Leonato. 

Beatrice, Niece to Leonato. 

} Waiting-gentlewomen attending on Hero. 
Messengers, Watch, Attendants, &C. 

■Messina. 


ACT I 

SCENE l.—Before LEONAto’S House. 

Enter LEONATO, hero, Beatrice and others, 
with a Messenger. 

Leon. I learn In this letter that Don Pedro of 
Arragon comes this night to Messina. 

Mess. He is very near by this: he was not 
three leagues off when I left him. 4 

Leon. How many gentlemen have you lost in 
this action? 

Mess. But few of any sort, and none of name. 
Leon. A victory is twice itself when the 
achiever brings home full numbers. I find here 
that Don Pedro hath bestowed much honour on 
a ybung Florentine called Claudio. n 

Mess. Much deserved on his part and equally 
remembered by Don Pedro. He hath borne 
himself beyond the promise of his age, doing 
in the figure of a lamb die feats of a lion: he 
hath Indeed better bettered expectation than 
you must expect of me to tell you how. 17 
Leon. He bath an uncle here in Messina will 
be very much glad of it. 

Mess. I have already delivered him letters, 
and there appears much joy in him; even so 
much that joy could not show itself modest 
enough without a badge of bitterness. 

Leon. Did he break out into tears? 24 
Mess. In great measure. 

Leon. Akmdoverfiowofkindness. There are 
no faces truer than those that are so washed: 
how much better is it to weep at joy than to joy 
at weeping! *9 

Beat. I pray you is Signior Mountanto re¬ 
turned from the wars or no? 

Mess. I know none of that name, lady: there 
was none such in the army of any sort 33 

Leon. What is he that you ask for, niece? 
Hero, My cousin means Signior Benedick of 
Padua. 3« 

Mess. Ol he is returned, and aa pleasant a* 
over he was. 

Beat. He set up hit bilb here in Messina and 
c h a llen g e d Cupid at the flight; and my nude’s 


fool, reading the challenge, subscribed for Cupid, 
and challenged him at the bird-bolt. I pray 
you, how many hath he killed and eaten in these 
wars ? But how many hath he killed ? for, indeed, 
I promised to eat all of his killing. 43 

Leon. Faith, niece, you tax Signior Benedick 
too much; but he’ll be meet with you, I doubt 
it not. 48 

Mess. He hath done good service, lady, in 
these wars. 

Beat. You had musty victual, and he hath 
hoip to eat it: he is a very valiant trencher¬ 
man; he hath an excellent stomach. 33 

Mess. And a good soldier too, lady. 

Beat. And a good soldier to a lady; but 
what is he to a lord? $6 

Mess. A lord to a lord, a man to a man; 
stuffed with all honourable virtues. 

Beat. It is so, indeed; he is no less than • 
stuffed man; but for the stuffing,—well, we are 
all mortal. 61 

Leon. You must not, sir, mistake my niece. 
There is a kind of merry war betwixt Signior 
Benedick and her: they never meet but there’s 
a skirmish of wit between them. 63 

Beat. Alas! he gets nothing by that. In our 
last conflict four of his five wits went halting off. 
and now is the whole man governed with one! 
so that if he have wit enough to keep himself 
warm, let him bear it for a difference between 
himself and his horse; for it is all the wealth 
that he hath left to bo known a reasonable 
creature Who is his companion now? He hath 
every month a new sworn brother. 74 

Mess. Is’t possible? 

Beat. Very easily possible: he wears his faith 
but as the fashion of his hat; it ever changes 
with the next block. 

Mess. I see, lady, the gentleman b not in 
your books. So 

Beat. No; an be were, I would bum my 
study. But, I pray you, who b his companion ? 
Is there no young squarer now that will make a 
voyage with him to the devil? 84 

Mess. He ta most in the company of the right 
noble Claudio. 
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Beat. O Lord! he will hang upon him like a 
disease: he is sooner caught than the pestilence, 
and the taker rum presently mad. God help 
the noble Claudio! if he have caught the Bene¬ 
dick, it will cost him a thousand pound ere a* be 
cured. *2 

Mesa. I will hold friends with you, lady. 

Beat. Do, good friend. 

Leon. You will never run mad, niece. 

Beat. No, not till a hot January. 96 

Mess. Don Pedro is approached. 


[act 1 
But 


Enter don pedro, don john, claudjo, bene¬ 
dick, Balthazar, and Others. 

D. Pedro. Good Signior Leonato, you are 
come to meet your trouble: the fashion of the 
world is to avoid cost, and you encounter it. 100 
Leon. Never came trouble to my house in the 
likeness of your Grace, for trouble being gone, 
comfort should remain; but when you depart 
from me, sorrow abides and happiness takes ins 
leave. ms 

D. Pedro. You embrace your charge too 
willingly. I think this is your daughter. 

Leon. Her mother hath many times told 
me so. to? 

Bene. Were you in doubt, sir, that you 
asked her? 

Leon. Signior Benedick, no; for then you 
were a child. 113 

D. Pedro. You have it full. Benedick: we 
may guess by this what you are, being a man. 
Truly, the lady fathers herself. Be happy, lady, 
for you are like an honourable father. 117 

Bene. If Signior Leonato be her father, she 
would not have his head on her shoulders for all 
Messina, as like him as she is. 12c 

Beat, 1 wonder that you will still be talking, 
Signior Benedick: nobody marks you. 

Bene. What! my dear Lady Disdain, are you 
yet living? 124 

Beat. Is it possible Disdain should die while 
she hath such meet food to feed it as Signior 
Benedick? Courtesy itself must convert to dis¬ 
dain, if you come in her presence. 128 

Bene. Then is courtesy a turncoat. But it is 
certain I am loved of au ladies, only you ex¬ 
cepted: and 1 would I could find in my heart 
that 1 had not a hard heart; for, truly, I love 
none. 133 


your tongue, and so good a continuer. B 
keep your way, i’ God’s name; I have done. 

Beat. You always end with a jade’s trick: 
I know you of old. 132 

D. Pedro. This is the sum of all, Leonato: 
Signior Claudio, and Signior Bened ick, my dear 
friend Leonato hath invited you all. I tell him 
we shall stay here at the least a month, and 
he heartily prays some occasion may detain 
us longer: 1 dare swear he is no hypocrite, but 
prays from his heart. 159 

Leon. If you swear, my lord, you shall not be 
forsworn. |7V> don john.J Let me bid you 
welcome, my lord: being reconciled to the prince 
your brother, I owe you all duty. 

D. John. I thank you: I am not of many 
words, but 1 thank you. xes 

Leon. Please it your Grace lead on? 

D. Pedro. Your hand, Leonato; we will go 
together. 168 

[Exeunt all but BENEDICK and CLAUDIO. 
Claud. Benedick, didst thou note the daugh¬ 
ter of Signior Leonato ? 

Bene. 1 noted her not; but I looked on her. 
Claud. Ts she not a modest young lady? 172 
Bene. Do you question me, as an honest man 
should do, for my simple true judgment; or 
would you have me speak after my custom, as 
being a professed tyrant to their sex? 176 
Claud. No; 1 pray thee speak in sober judg¬ 
ment. 

Bene. Why, i’ faith, me thinks she’s too low 
fora high praise, too brown for a fair praise, and 
toe little for a great praise: only this commenda¬ 
tion I can afford her. that were she other than 
she is, site were unhandsome, and being no 
other but as she is, 1 do not like her. ‘184 
Claud. Thou thinkest I am in sport: I pray 
thee tell me truly how thou likes i her. 

Bene. Would you buy her, that you inquire 
after her? t88 

Claud. Can the world buy such a jewel? 
Bene. Yea, and a case to put it into. But 
speak you this with if sad brow, or do you play 
the flouting Jack, to tell us Cupid is a good 
hare-finder, and Vulcan arare carpenter? Come, 
in what key shall a man take you, to go in the 
song? 

Claud. In mine eye die is the sweetest lady 
that ever 1 looked on. 197 

Bene . I can see yet without spectacles and I 


Beat. A dear happiness to women: they see no such matter: there’s her cousin, an she 
would else have been troubled with a pernicious were not possessed with a fury, exceeds her as 
suitor. I thank God and my cold blood, I am of much in beauty as the first of May doth the last 
your humour for that: I had rather hear my of December. But I hope you have no intent to 
dog bark at a crow than a man swear he turn husband, have you 7 
loves me. 139 Claud. 1 would scarce trust myself, though I 

Bene. God keep your ladyship still in that had sworn to the contrary, if Hero would be my 
mind: so some gentleman or other shall'scape wife. 20s 

a predestinate scratched face. Bene. Is’t come to this, 1 ’ faith? Hath not 

Beat. Scratching could not make it worse, an the world one man but he will wear his cap with 
’twere such a face as yours were. 144 suspicion? Shall I never see a bachelor ofthree- 

Bene. Well, you are a rare parrot-teacher. score again? Go to, 1 ’faith; an thou wilt needs 
Beat. A bird of my tongue Is better than a thrust thy neck into a yoke, wear the print of It, 
beast of yours. and sigh away Sunday*. Look! Don Pedro is 

Bene, 1 would my bom had the speed at returned to leak you. aq 
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Re-enter don piDRO, Claud. V this should ever happen, thou 

D. Pedro. What secret hath held you here, wouldst be hora-mad. 280 

that you followed not to Leonato’s? D. Pedro. Nay, if Cupid have not spent all his 

Bene. I would your Grace would constrain quiver ho Venice, thou wilt quakefor this shortly. 


me to tell. 117 

D. Pedro. I charge thee on thy allegiance. 


Bene. I look for an earthquake too then. 

D. Pedro. Well, you will temporize with the 


Bene. Y6u hear, Count Claudio: lean be hours. In the meantime, good Signior Benedick, 

think repair to Leonato’s: commend me to him and 


secret as a dumb man; I wOuld have you_ 

so; but on my allegiance, mark you this, on my 
allegiance: he is in love. With who? now that 
is your Grace's part. Mark how short his answer 
is: with Hero, Leonato’s short daughter. 224 
Claud. If this were so, so were it uttered. 
Bene. Like the old tale, my lord:‘it is not so, 
nor ’twas not so; but, indeed, God forbid it 
should be so.’ 223 

Claud. If my passion change not shortly, God 
forbid it should be otherwise. 

D. Pedro. Amen, if you love her; for the lady 
is very well worthy. 232 

Claud. You speak this tc fetch me in, my lord. 
£>. Pedro. By my troth, I speak my thought. 
Claud. And in faith, my lord, I spoke mine. 
Bene. And by my two faiths and troths, my 
lord, I spoke mine. 237 

Claud. That I love her, I feel 
D. Pedro. That she is worthy, T know. 
Bene. That I neither feel how she should be 
loved nor know how she should be worthy, is the 
opinion that fire cannot melt out of me: I will 
die in it at the stake. 

D. Pedro. Thou fwast .ever an obstinate 
heretic in the despite beauty. Us 

Claud. And never eoultf maintain his part 
but in theforce of his will. 

Bene. 


tell him I will not fail him at supper; for indeed 
he ha tli made great preparation. 288 

Bene. 1 have almost matter enough in ms 
for such an embassage; and so I commit you— 
Claud. To the tuition of God: from my house, 
if I had it,— 293 

D. Pedro. The sixth of July: your loving 
friend. Benedick. 

Bene. Nay, mode not, mock not. The body 
ofyourdiscourseis sometime guarded with frag¬ 
ments, and the guards are but slightly basted on 
neither: ere you flout old ends any further, 
examine your conscience: and so I leave you. 

IExit. 

Claud. My liege, your highness now may do 

me good. 300 

D. Pedro. My love is thine to teach: teach it 
but how. 

And thou shall see how apt it is to learn 
Any hard lesson that may do thee good. 
Claud. Hath Leonato any son, my lord? 304 
D. Pedro. No child but Hero; site *s his only 
heir. 

Dost thou affect her, Claudio? 

Claud. Ol my lord. 

When you went onward on this ended action, 

__ I looked upon her with a soldier’s eye, 308 

That a woman conceived me, I thank That lik’d, but had a rougher task in hand 
her; that she brought me up, I likewise give her Than to drive liking to the name of love; , 
most humble thanks: but that I will have a But now I am return’d, and that war-thoughts 
recheat winded in my forehead, or bang my Have left their places vacant, in their rooms 31a 
bugle in an invisible oaldrick, all women shall Come thronging soft and delicate desires, 
pardon me. Because I will not do them the All prompting me how fair young Hero is 
wrong to mistrust any, I will do myself the right Saying, I lik’d her ere I went to wars, 
to trust none; and the fine is,—for the which I D. Pedro. Thou wilt be like a lover presently, 
may go the finer,—I will live a bachelor. a;6 And tire the hearer with a book of words. 317 


p.Pedro. I shall see thee, ere Idle, look pale 
with love. 

Bene. With anger, with sickness, or with 
hunger, my lord; not with love: prove that ever 
l lose more blood with Jove than I will get again 

with drinking, pick out mine eyes with a ballad- _____ 

maker’s pen, and hang me up at the door of a But lest my liking might too sudden seem, 3*4 

..I would have salv'd it with a longer treatise. 

D. Pedro. What need the bridge much 
broader than the flood? 


If thou dost love fair Hero, cherish it. 

And I will break with her, and with her father. 
And thou shalt have her. Was *t not to this end 
That thou began’st to twist so fine a story ? 321 
Claud. How sweetly do you minister to love, 
That know love’s grief by his complexion I 


brothel-house for the sign of blind Cupid. 264 
P- Pedro. Well, if ever thou dost fall from 

this faith, thou wilt prove a notable argument. ____ 

&«. If I do, hang me in a bottle like a cat The fairest grant is the necessity, 
and shoot at me; and he that hits me, let him Look, what will serve is fit: ’tia once, thou lov’st, 
be ctepped on the shoulder, and called Adam. And I will fit thee with the remedy. 329 
D. Pedro. Well, as time shall try: 370 I know we shall have revelling to-night: 

In time the savage bull doth bear the yoke.’ I will assume thy part in some disguise. 

Bene. The savage bun may; but if ever the And tell fair Hero I am Claudio; 33a 

sensible Benedick bear it, pluck off the bull’s And in her bosom I’ll unclasp my heart, 
boras and set them in my forehead; and let me And take her hearing prisoner with the force 
be vilely painted, and in such great letters as And strong encounter of my amorous tale: 
“'ey write, ‘Here is good horse to hire,’ let them Then, after to her father will I break; 331 

signify under my sign ‘Here you may see And die conclusion is, she shall be thine. 
Benedick tbs married man.* In practi c e let us put it presently. lExeuni 
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Scene II .—A Room in leonato’s House. 

Enter leonato and antonio, meeting. 
Leon. How now, brother! Where is my 
cousin, your son? Hath he provided this 
music? 3 

Ant. He is very busy about it. But, brother, 
I can tell you strange news that you yet dreamt 
not of. 

Leon. Are they good? 7 

Ant. As the event stamps them: but they 
have a good cover; they show well outward. 
The prince and Count Claudio, walking in a 
thiclc-pleachcd alley in my orchard, were thus 
much overheard by a man of mine: the prince 
discovered to Claudio that he loved my niece 
your daughter, and meant to acknowledge it 
this night in a dance; and, if he found her 
accordant, he meant to take the present time by 
the top and instantly break with you of it. 17 
Leon. Hath the fellow any wit that told you 
this? 

Ant. A good sharp fellow: I will send for 
him; and question him yourself. 21 

Leon. No, no; we will hold it as a dream till 
it appear itself: but I will acquaint my daughter 
withal, that she may be the better prepared for 
an answer, if peradventure this be true. Go you, 
and tell her of it. [Several persons cross the 
stage. ] Cousins, you know what you have to do. 
O! I cry you mercy, friend; go you with me, 
and I will use your skill. Good cousin, have a 
care this busy time. lExeunt. 


SCENE HI. —Another Room in LEONATO’S 
House. 

Enter DON JOHN and CONRADE. 

Con. What the good-year, my lord! why are 
you thus out of measure sad? 

V. John. There is no measure in the occasion 
that breeds; therefore the sadness is without 
limit. J 

Con. You should hear reason. 

D. John. And when I have heard it, what 
blessing brings it? K 

Con. If not a present remedy, at least a 
patient sufferance. 

D. John. I wonder that thou, being,—as thou 
say’st thou art,— bom under Saturn, goes t about 
to apply a moral medicine to a mortifying mis¬ 
chief. 1 cannot hide what I am; I must be sad 
when I have cause, and smile at no man’s jests; 
eat when I have stomach, and wait for no man’s 
leisure: sleep when I am drowsy, and tend on no 
man’s business; laugh when I am merry, and 
daw no man in his humour. 19 

Con. Yea; but you must not make the full 
show of this till you may do It without control- 
ment, You have of late stood out against your 
brother, and he bath ta’en you newly into his 
grace; where it is impossible you should take 
true root but by the fair weather that you make 
yourself: it is needful that you frame the season 
for your own harvest. si 

D. John. I had rather be a canker in a hedge 
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than a rose in his grace; and it better fits my 
blood to be disdained of all than to fashion a 
carriage to rob love from any: in this, though I 
cannot be said to be a flattering honest mam it 
must not be denied but 1 am a plain-dealing 
villain. I am trusted with a muzzle and en¬ 
franchised with a clog; therefore I have decreed 
not to sing in my cage. If 1 had my mouth, 1 
would bite; if I had my liberty, I would do my 
liking; in the meantime, let me be that I am, 
and seek not to alter me. 39 

Con. Canyoumakenouseofyourdiscontent? 
D. John. I make all use of it, for 1 use it 
only. Who comes here? 

Enter borachio. 

What news, Borachio ? A3 

Born. I came yonder from a great supper: 
the prince, your brother, is royally entertained 
by Leonato; and 1 can give you intelligence of 
an intended marriage. 17 

D. John. Will it serve for any model to build 
mischief on? What is he for a fool that be- 
troths himself to unquietness ? 

Bora. Marry, it is your brother’s right hand. 
D. John. Who? the most exquisite Claudio? 
Bora. Even he. 53 

D. John. A proper squire! And who, and 
who? which way looks he? 

Bora. Marry, on Hero, the daughter and heir 
of Leonato. 57 

0 . John. A very forward March-chick! How 
came you to this? 

Bora. Being entertained for a perfumer, as I 
was smoki ng a musty room, comes me the prince 
and Claudio, hand in hand, in sad conference: 
I whipt me behind the arras, and there heard it 
agreed upon that the prince should woo Hero 
for himself, and having obtained her, give her to 
Count Claudio. 66 

D. John. Come, come; let us thither: this 
may prove food to my displeasure. That young 
start-up hath all tigs glory of my overthrow: if 
I can cross him any way, 1 bless myself every 
way. You are both sure, and will assist me? 

Bora ) To Uie d eath - m y * or< k 72 

D. John. Let us to the great supper: their 
cheer is the greater that lam subdued. Would 
the cook were of my mind! Shall we go prove 
what’s to be done? 76 

Bora. We’ll wait upon your lordship. 

[Exeunt. 

ACT II 

Scene I .—A Hall in leonato’s House. 
Enter leonato, antonio, hero, Beatrice, 
and Others . 

Leon. Was not Count John here at supper? 
Ant. I saw him not. 

Beat. How tartly that gentleman looks 1 I 
never can see him but I am heart-burned an 
hour after. 3 

Hero. He is of a very melancholy disposition. 
Beat. He were an excellent man that were 
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m«.t. hut in the mid-way between him and if you be not wooed in good time: if the prince 
Benedick: the one is too like an image, and says be too important, tell him there is measure in 
nothing; and the other too like my iady’s eldest everything, and so dance out the answer. For, 
son, evermore tattling. n hear me. Hero: wooing, wedding, and repenting, 

Leon. Then half Signior Benedick’s tongue 
in Count John’s moutn,and half Count John’s 
melancholy in Signior Benedick’s face,— 

Beat, with a good leg and a good foot, unde, 
and money enough in his purse, such a man 


is as a Scotch jig, a measure, > 
the first suit is not and hasty, like a Scotch jig, 
and full as fantastical; the wedding, mannerly- 
modest, os a measure, full of state and ancientry : 
and then comes Repentance, and, with his bad 
legs, falls Into the cinque-pace faster and faster, 
tUlhe sink into his grave. 84 

Leon. Cousin, you appreheod passing shrewdly. 
Beat. 1 have a good eye, uncle: 1 can see a 
church by daylight. 

Leon. The revellers are entering, brother: 
make good room. *» 

Enter don pedro, Claudio, benedick, Bal¬ 
thazar, DON JOHN, BORACHIO, MARGARET, 
URSULA, and Others, masked. ^ 

D. Pedro. Lady, will you walk about with 
your friend? 91 

Hero. So you walk softly and look sweetly 


would win any woman in the world, if a’ could 
get her good will. 18 

Leon. By my troth, niece, thou wilt never get 
thee a husband, if thou be so shrewd of thy 
tongue. 21 

Ant. In faith, she’s too curst 
Beat. Too curst is more than cunt: I shall 
lessen God’s sending that way; for it is said, 

’God sends a curst cow short horns;’ but to a 
cow too curst he sends none. 

Leon. So, by being too cunt, God will send 
you no horns? 28 

Beat. Just If he send me no husband; for 

die which blessing I am at him upon my knees —— —— -- —- c — „ 

every mor ning and evening. Lord! I could not and say nothing, I am yours for the walk; and 
endure a husband with a beard on bis face: I especially when I walk away. 


bad rather lie in the woollen. 33 

Leon. You may light on a husband that hath 
no beard. 

Beat. What should I do with him? dress him 
in my apparel and make him my waiting-gentle¬ 
woman? He that hath a beard is more than a 
youth, and be that hath no beard is less than a 
man; and he that is more than a youth is not 
for me; and he that is less than a man, I am not 
for him: therefore I will even take sixpence in 
earnest of the bear-ward, and lead his apes into 
hell. 44 

Leon. Well then, go you into hell? 

Beat. No; but to the gate; and there will the 
devil meet me, like an old cuckold, with horns 
on his head, and say, ‘Get you to heaven, 
Beatrice, get you to heaven; here’s no place 
for you maids:’ so deliver I up my apes, and 
away to Saint Peter for the heavens; he shows 
me where the bachelors sit, and there live we as 
many as the day is long. s 

Ant. [To hero.] Well, niece, I trust you will 
be ruled by your father. 


D. Pedro. With me in your company? 
Hero. I may say so, when I please. 96 
D. Pedro. And when please you to say so? 
Hero. When I like your favour; for God 
defend the lute should be like the easel 
D. Pedro. My visor is Philemon’s roof; with¬ 
in the house is Jove. . tot 

Hero. Why, then, your visor should be 
thatch'd. , , 

D. Pedro. Speak low, if you speak love, res 
[Takes her aside. 

Balth. Well, I would you did like me. 

Marg. So would not I, for your own sake; for 
I have many ill qualities. 

Balth. Which is one? 108 

Marg. I say my prayers aloud. 

Balth. I love you the better; the hearers may 
cry Amen. 

Marg. God match me with a good dancer! 
Balth. Amen. «3 

Marg. And God keep him out of my sight 
when the dance is done! Answer, clerk. 

No more words: the clerk Is an- 


__ __ Balth. 

Beat. Yes, faith; it is my cousin's duty to (wood. „ . _ 

makecurtsy.andsay.’Father.asitpleaseyou: Ur*. I know you well enough, you are 

—but yet for all that, cousin, let Mm be a hand- Signior Antonio, 
some fellow, or else make another curtsy, and Ant. At a word, I am not. 
say, ’Father, as it please me.’ «o Urs. I know you by the waggling of your 

Lean. Well, niece, I hope to see you one day head. „ • ....,, 

fitted with a husband. Ant. To tell you true, I counterfeit him. 

Beat. Not till God make men of some other Urs. You could never do him so M-wdl, 
metal than earth. Would it not grieve a woman unless you were the very man. Here this diy 
to be over-mastered with a piece of valiant dust ? hand up and down: you are he, you are he. 
to make an account of her life to a tied rf Ant. At a word, I am not. 

wayward marl? No, unde. I’ll none: Adam a Urs. Come, come; do you think I do not 

sons aw my brethren; ana truly, I bald it a know you by your excellent wit? Can virtue 
sin 10 maten in my kindred. to bide itself? Go to, mum, you are he: graces will 

Leon. Daughter, remember what I told you; appear, end there e sn mid. 131 

if the prinre do soUdtytm tathat kind, you Beat. Will you not tell me who told you so? 
know your answer. > 7 * Bene. No, you shall pardon me. 

Bear. Ttofoult will be In do anisic, oonrfa. Beat. Nor will you not tall me who you are? 
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-Not now. . . ns 

Beat. That I was diadalnftil, and that I had 
my good wit out of the ‘ Hundred Merry Tales.' 
Woo, thia was Signior Benedick that said so. 
Bene. What’s ho? 

Beat. I am sure you know him weH enough. 
Bene. Not I, believe me. « 4 * 

Beat. Did he never make you laugh? 


Bene. I pray you, what is he? 
~ it. Why. he 1 ■' ' ‘ 


Beat. 


Bene. Come, will you go with ms? 

Claud Whither? ns 

Bene. Even to the next willow, about you 
own business, count What fashion will you 
wear the garland of? About your neck, like a 
usurer's chain? or under your arm, like a lieu¬ 
tenant’s scarf? You must wear it one way, for 
the prince hath got your Hero. aos 

Claud. I wish nim Joy of her. 

Bene. Why, that’s spoken like an honest 
drovier: so they sell bullocks. But did you think 
the prince would have served you thus? 305 
Claud. 1 pray you, leave me. 

Bene. Ho! now you strike like the blind man: 
’twas the boy that stole your meat and you’ll 
beat the post 309 

Claud.lt it will not be, I’ll leave you. [Exit. 

_ _ _ _,_ Bene. Alas! poor hurt fowl. Now will he 

him what you say. ” creep into sedges. But that my lady Beatrice 

Beat. Do, do: he'll but break a comparison e hould kuo wme, and not kn o w me t Theprince’s 
or two on me; which, peradventure not marked fool! Hal it may be 1 go under that title bo¬ 
or no: laughed at, strikes him into melancholy; cause I am merry. Yea, but so I am apt to do 
and then there's a partridge wing saved, for the myself wrong; lam not so reputed: it is the 
fool will eat no supper that night. [Music base though hitter disposition of Beatrice that 
within.} We must follow foe leaden. puts foe world into her person, and so gives me 

Bene. In every good thing. 160 out. Well, I’ll be revenged as I may. at? 

Beat. Nay, if they lead to any ill, I will leave 


j is the prince's jester: a 
dull fool; only his gift is m devising impoi 
slanders: none hut libertines delight in him; 
and foe commendation is not in his wit, but 
in his.vfllany; for he both pleases men and 
angers them, and then they laugh at him and 
beat him. I am sure he ism the fleet; 1 would 
he had boarded me! 151 

Bene. ’When I know the gentleman, IT! tell 


them at the next turning. 

[Ponce. Then exeunt all but don John, 

BOKACHIO, and CLAUDIO. 

D. John. Sure my brother is amorous on 


Hero, and hath withdrawn her fhfoer to break of Lady Fame. I. 


Re-enter don fbdxo. 

D. Pedro, Now, signior, where’s the count? 
Did you see him? 

Bene. Troth, 1 


uwvi turn until whuui awu uei iosuw tw iuvo% 

with him about it. The ladies follow her and but 
one visor remains. 

Bora. And that is Claudio: I know him by 
his bearing. xes 

D. John. Are you not Signior Benedick? 
Claud. You know mo well; I am he. 

D. John. Siissts*. you are very near my 
brother in his love: he is enamoured on Hero; 
I pray .you, dissuade him from her; she is no 
equal for his birth: " 

hpneet man in it 
Claud. How know yon he loves her? 17$ 
1 ). John. 1 heard him swear his affection. 
Bora. So did I too; and he swore he would 
marry her to-night 

O. John. Come, let ns to the banquet ik 
I Exeunt don JOHN and borachkx. 
Claud. Thus answer I in name of Benedick, 
But hear these ill news with the ears of Claudio. 
Tis certain so; the prince woos for himself. 
Friendship is constant in all other things 184 
Save in the office and affairs of love: 
Therefore alt hearts in love use their own 


as a lodge in a warren. I told him, and 11 
I told him true, that your Grace had got the 
good will of this young lady; and I offered him 
my company to a willow tree, either to make 
him a garland, as being forsaken, or to bind him 
up a rod. as being worthy to be whipped, aae 
D. Pedro. To be whipped! What’s his fault? 
Bene, The flat transgression of a school-boy, 

you may do the part of an shows > iuSs 0 comi«nion, andlbe^teals it.* 1 ^ 
D. Pedro. Wilt tlmu make a trust a trans¬ 
gression? The transgression is in the stealer. 

Bene. Yet it had not been amiss the rod had 
been made, and the garland too; for the garland 
he might have worn himself, and the rod he 
might nave bestowed on you, who, as I take it, 
have stolen his bird’s nest 140 

D. Pedro. 1 win but teach them to ling, and 
restore them to the owner. 

Bene. If their singing answer your saying, by 
my feifo, you say honestly. 344 

D. Pedro. The Lady Beatrice hath a auanel 
to yon: the gentleman that danced with her 
—■nr, <;-i her ghe Is much wronud bv von. 

Let every eye negotiate for itself Bene , OI she misused me pest the endurance 

And trust no agent; for beauty is a witch tsi of a block: an oak but with one green leaf 00 it 
Against whoee charms frith mdteth into blood, would have answered her: my very visor began 
Tu ta an accident of houriy proof, to assume life and scold with her. She told me, 

Which I mi s trust ed not. Farewell, therefore, not foteiag I had been myself, that I was foe 
Hcrol prince’s Jester; that I was duller than a gnat 

p , , thaw; huddling jest upon Jest with such tapoe- 

_ -_~zr l Z. m r ,x " * slide conveyance upon me, that I stood Hks a 

Bsw. GmtQaadio? 19s man at a mark, with a whole army shooting at 

Cland. Yea, foe tuna. me. speaks poniards, and overy word staba: 



u 
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ifher breath were as terrible a* her terminations, 
there were do living near her; she would infect 


Lady, as yon are mine, I am yours: I give away 
myself for you and dote upon the exchange. s» 


to the north star. I would not marry her, though Beat. Speak, cousin; or, if you cannot, stop 
she were endowed with all that Adam had left his mouth with a kiss, and let not him spesi 
him before he transgressed: she would have neither. 


made Hercules have turned spit, yea, and have 
cleft his club to make the fire too. Come, talk 

not ofher; you shall find her the infernal Ate in . . _,,_ 

good apparel. 1 would to God some scholar keeps on the windy side of care. My cousin tells 

330 


335 

D. Pedro. In faith, lady, you have a merry 
heart. 

Beat. Yea, my lord; I thank it, poor fool, it 


would conjure her, for certainly, while she is 
here, a man may live as quiet in hell as in a 
sanctuary; and people sin upon purpose because 
they would go thither; so, indeed, all disquiet, 
horror and perturbation follow her. sit 


him in his ear that he is in her heart 
Claud. And so she doth, cousin. 

Beat. Good Lord, for alliance! Thus goes 
every one to the world but I, and I am sun¬ 
burnt I may sit in a corner and cry heigh-ho 
for a husband! 333 

D. Pedro. Lady Beatrice, I will get you one. 
Beat. I would rather have one of your father’s 
getting. Hath your Grace ne'er a brother tike 
you? Your father got excellent husbands, if a 
maid could come by them. 340 

D. Pedro. Will you have me, lady? 

Beat. No, my lord, unless I might have an¬ 
other for working days: your Grace is too costly 


Re-enter claudio, Beatrice, hero, and 
LEONATO. 

D. Pedro. Look! here she comes. 

Bene. Will your Grace command me any 
service to the world’s end? I will go on the 
slightest errand now to the Antipodes that you 
can devise to send me on; I will fetch you a 

toothpicker now from the furthest inch of Asia; _ .__ 

bring you the length of Frester John’s foot; to wear every day. But, I beseech your Grace, 
fetch you a hair off the Great Cham’s beard; pardon me; I was bom to speak all mirth and 
do you any embassage to the Pigmies, rather no matter. 346 

than hold three words’ conference with this D. Pedro. Your silence most offends me, and 
harpy. You have no employment for me? 282 to be merry best becomes you; for, out of ques- 

D. Pedro. None, but to desire your good tion, you were bom in a merry hour, 
company. Beat. No, sure, my lord, my mother cried; 

Bene. O God, sir, here's a dish J love not: I but then there was a star danced, and under 
cannot endure my Lady Tongue. {Exit, that was 1 bom. Cousins, God give you Joy! 351 


D. Pedro. Come, lady, come; you have lost 
the heart of Signior Benedick. 288 

Beat. Indeed, my lord, he lent it me awhile; 
and I gave him use for it, a double heart for a 
single one: marry, once before he won it of me 
with false dice, therefore your Grace may well 
sayl have lost it. 233 


Leon. Niece, will you look to those things I 
told you of? 

Beat. Icryyoumercy, uncle. By your Grace’s 
pardon. [Exit. 

D. Pedro. By my troth, a pleasant-spirited 
lady. 35B 

Leon. There's little of the melancholy ele- 


D. Pedro. You have put him down, lady,yon ment in her, my lord: she is never sad but when 


have put him down. 

Beat. So I would not he snould do me, my 
lord, lest I should prove the mother of fools. I 
have brought Count Claudio, whom you sent 
me to seek. 299 

D. Pedro. Why, how now, count 1 wherefore 
are you sad? 

Claud. Not sad, my lord. 

D. Pedro. How then? Sick? 

Claud. Neither, my lord. 304 

Beat. The count is neither sad, nor sick, nor 
merry, nor well; but civil count, civil as an 
orange, and something of that jealous com¬ 
plexion. 308 

D. Pedro. I* faith, lady, I think your blazon 
to be true: though. I’ll be sworn, if he be so, his 
conceit is false. Here, Claudio, I have wooed in 
thy name, and fair Hero is won; I have broke 
with her fhther, and, his good will obtained: 
name the day of marriage, and God give thee joy 1 
Eeon. Count, take of me my daughter, and 
with ha my fortunes: his Grace hath made the 

lit! 317 


, —wunw im uk uvumtst herald of Joy: 
* were out little happy, if I could say how much. 


she sleeps: and not ever sad then, for I have 
heard my daughter say, she hath often dreamed 
of unhappiness and waked herselfwithlaughing. 

D. Pedro. She cannot endure to hear tell ofi1 
husband. 365 

Leon. OI by no means: she mocks all her 
wooers ont of suit. 

D. Pedro. She were an excellent wife for 
Benedick. 369 

Leon. O Lord! my lord, if they were but a 
week married, they would talk themselves mad. 

D.Pedro. Count Claudio, when mean you to 
go to church? 373 

Claud. To-morrow, my lord. Time goes on 
crutches till love have all his rites. 

Leon. Not till Monday, my dear son, which is 
hence a Just seven-night; and a time too brief 
too, to have all things answer my mind. 378 
D. Pedro. Come, you shake the head at so 
long a breathing; but, I warrant thee, Claudio, 
the time shall not go dully by us, I will in the 
interim undertake one of Hercules’ labours, 
which is, to bring Signior Benedick and the 
Lady Beatrice into a mountain of affection the 
one with the other. I would fitin have it a 
match; and I doubt not but to ihshion it, if you 
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Ucrn 


three will but minister luch assistance as I shall 
give yon direction. 388 

Leon. My lord, I am for yon, though it cost 
me ten nights’ watchings. 

Claud. And I, my lord. 

D. Pedro. And you too, gentle Hero? 39s 
Hero. I will do any modest office, my lord, to 
help my cousin to a good husband. 

D. Pedro. And Benedick is not the unhope* 
fullest husband that 1 know. Thus far can I 
praise him: he is of a noble strain, of approved 
valour, and confirmed honesty. I will teach you 
how to humour your cousin, that she shall fall 
in love with Benedick; and I, with your two 
helps, will so practise on Benedick that, in 
despite of his quick wit and his queasy stomach, 
he shall fall in love with Beatrice. If we can do 

n Cupid is no longer an archer: his glory 
be ours, for we are the only love-gods. 
Go in with me, and I will tell you my drift 306 

l Exeunt. 


blance of a maid,—that you have dis co vered 
thus. They will scarcely believe this without 
trial: offer them instances, which shall bear no 
less likelihood than to see me at her chamber- 
window, hear me call Margaret Hero: hear Mar¬ 
garet term me Claudio; and bring mem to see 
this the very night before the intended wedding: 
for in the meantime I will so fashion the matter 
that Hero shall be absent: and there shall 
appear such seeming truth ofHero’s disloyalty, 
that jealousy shall be called assurance, and all 
me preparation overthrown. 31 

D. John. Grow this to what adverse issue 
it can, 1 will put it in practice. Be cunning in 
me working this, and thy fee is a thousand 
ducats. 

Bora. Be you constant in the accusation, and 
my cunning shall not shame me. S 7 

D. John. I will presently go learn their day 
of marriage, [Exeunt. 


Scene II .—Another Room in leonato’s 
House. 

Enter don JOHN and borachio. 

D. John. It is so; me Count Claudio shall 
marry me daughter of Leona to. 

Bora. Yea, my lord; but I can cross it. 3 
D. John. Any bar, any cross, any impedi¬ 
ment will be medicmable to me: I am sick in 
displeasure to him, and whatsoever comes 
athwart his affection ranges evenly with mine. 
How const thou cross this marriage? 8 

Bora. Not honestly, my lord; but so covertly 
that no dishonesty shall appear in me. 

D. John. Show me briefly how. 11 

Bora. I think I told your lordship, a year 
since, how much I am in the favour of Margaret, 
the waiting-gentlewoman to Hero. 

D. John. I remember. 13 

Bora. I can, at any unseasonable instant of 
the night, appoint her to look out at her lady’s 
chamber-window. 

D.John. What life is in that, to be me death 
of this marriage? so 

Bora. The poison of that Ilea in you to 
temper. Go you to me prince your brother; 
spare not to tell him, that he hath wronged his 
honour in marrying the renowned Claudio,— 
whose estimation do you mightily hold up,—to 
a contaminated stale, such a one as Hero. 26 
D. John. What proof shall I make of that? 
Bora. Proof enough to misuse the prince, to 
vex Claudio, to undo Hero, and killLeonato. 
Look you for any other issue? 

D. John. Only to despite them, I will en¬ 
deavour any thing. 32 

Bora. Go, then; find me a meet hour to draw 
Don Pedro and the Count Claudio alone: tell 
them that you know that Hero loves me; intend 
a kind of real bom to die prince and Claudio, 
as— in love of your brothers honour, who ham 
made this match, and his friend’s reputation, 
who is thus like to be cozened with the sem- 


Scene m.— leonato’s Garden. 

Enter BENEDICK. 

Bene. Boy I 

Enter a Boy. 

Boy. Slgnior? 

Bene. In my chamber-window lies a book; 
bring it hither to me in the orchard. 4 

Boy. I am here already, sir. 

Bene. I know that; but I would have thee 
hence, and here again. [Exit Boy.] I do much 
wonder that one man, seeing how much another 
man is a fool when he dedicates his behaviours 
to love, will, after he ham laughed at such shal¬ 
low follies in others, become the argument of his 
own scorn by falling in love: and such a man is 
Claudio. Ihaveknown.when therewasnomuaic 
with him but me drum and the fife: and now 
had he rather hear the tabor and the pipe: I 
have known, whenhe would have walked ten 
mile afoot to see a good armour: and now will 
he lie ten nights awake, carving the fashion of a 
new doublet. He was wont to speak plain and 
to me purpose, like an honest man and a soldier; 
and now is he turned orthographer; his words 
are a very fantastical banquet, just so many 
strange dishes. May I be so converted, and see 
with these eyes? I cannot tell; I think not; I 
will not be sworn but love may tr ansf orm me to 
an oyster; but I'll take my oath on it, fill he 
have made an oyster of me, he shall never m«lr« 
me such a fool. One woman is fair, yet I am 
well; another is wise, yet I am well; another 
virtuous, yet I am well; but till all graces be in 
one woman, one woman shall not come in my 
grace. Rich she shall be, that’s certain; wise, or 
I’ll none: virtuous, or I’ll never cheapen bar; 
fair, or I’ll never look on her; mild, or come not 
near me; noble, or not I for an angel: of good 
discourse, an excellent musician, and her hair 
shall be of what colour it please God. Hal the 
prince and Monsieur Love 1 I will hide me in the 
arbour. [Withdraws. 
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Enter don pedro, ueonato, and claudio, 
followed by Balthazar and Musicians. 

D. Pedro. Come, shall we hear this musk ? 40 
Claud. Yen, my good lord. How still the 
evening is, 

As hush’d on purpose to grace harmony 1 
D. Pedrd. See you where Benedick hath bid 
himself? 

Claud. O! very well, my lord: the music 
ended, 44 

We’ll fit the kid-fox with a penny-worth. 

D. Pedro. Come, Balthazar, we’ll heat that 
song again. 

Balth. O! good my lord, tax not so bad a voice 
To slander music any more than once. 48 

O. Pedro. It is the witness still of excellency. 
To put a strange face on his own perfection. 

I pray thee, sing, and let me woo no more. 51 
Balth. Because you talk of wooing, I will sing; 
Since many a wooer doth commence his suit 
To her he thinks not worthy; yet he woos; 

Yet will he swear he loves. 

D. Pedro. Nay, pray thee, come; 

Or if thou wilt hold longer argument, 56 
Do it in notes. 

Balth. Note this before my notes; 
There’s not a note of mine that's worth the 
noting. 

D. Pedro. Why these are very crotchets that 
he speaks; 59 

Notes, notes, forsooth, and nothing I {Music. 

Bene. Now, divine airl now is his soul ra¬ 
vished 1 Isit not strange that sheeps' guts should 
hale souls out of men’s bodies ? Well, a horn for 
my money, when all’s done. 64 

BALTHAZAR sings. 

Sigh no more, ladies, sigh no more. 

Men were deceivers ever; 

One foot in sea, and one on shore. 

To one thing constant never. 68 

Then sigh not so. 

But let them go, 

And be you blithe and bonny, 

Converting all your sounds of woe 72 

Into Hey nonny, nonny. 

Sinp no more ditties, sing no mo 
Of dumps so dull and heavy; 

The fraud of men was ever so, 

Since summer first was leavy. 

Then sigh not so, 

But let them go. 

And be you blithe and bonny. 

Converting all your sounds of woe 
Into Hey nonny, nonny., 

D. Pedro. By my troth, a good song. 

Balth, And an ill singer, my lord. S 4 

D. Pedro. Ha,no,no,faith;thousingestwell 
enough for a shift. 

Bene. M tide. ] An he had been a dog that should 
nave howled thus, they would have hanged him: 
*nd I pray God his bad voice bode no mischief. 
* 5*0 as lief have heard the night-raven, come 
W n p i, ague could have come after it. 9 « 
if. Pedro. Yea, marry; dost thou hear. 


7« 


So 


Balthazar? I pray thee, get us some excellent 
musk, for to-morrow night we would have it at 
the Lady Hero’s chamber-window. 

Balth. The best I can, my lord. 96 

D. Pedro. Do so: farewell. [Exeunt BALTHA¬ 
ZAR and Musicians.] Come hither, Leona to: 
what was it you told me of to-day, that your niece 
Beatrice was in love with Signior Benedick ? 100 
Claud. O! ay :—[Aside to D. pedro.] Stalk 
on, stalk on; the fowl sits. I did never think 
that lady would have loved any man. ioj 
Leon. No, nor I neither; but most wonderful 
that she should so dote on Signior Benedick, 
whom she hath in all outward behaviours 
seemed ever to abhor. 107 

Bene, f Aside.] Is’t possible? Sits the wind in 
that comer? 

Leon. By my troth, my lord, I cannot tell 
what to think of it but that she loves him with 
an enraged affection: it is past the Infinite of 
thought. , 113 

D. Pedro. May be she doth but counterfeit. 
Claud. Faith, like enough. 

Leon. OGoti! counterfeit! There was never 
counterfeit of passion came so near the life of 
passion as she discovers it. 

D. Pedro. Why, what effects of pasrion shows 
she? r*o 

Claud. [Aside.] Bait the hook well: this fish 
will bite. 

Leon. Whateffects,mylord? She will sit you; 
[To claudio.] You heard my daughter tell you 
how. raj 

Claud. She did, indeed. 

D. Pedro. How, how, 1 pray you? Youamgze 
me: I would have thought her spirit had been 
invincible against all assaults of affection. 139 
Leon. I would have sworn it had, my lord; 
especially against Benedick. 

Bene. [Aside.] I should think this a gull, but 
that the white-bearded fellow speaks it : knavery 
cannot, sure, hide itself in such reverence. 

Claud. [ Aside J He hath ta'en the infection: 
hold it up. 136 

D. Pedro. Hath she made her affection known 
to Benedick? 

Leon. No; and swears she never will: that’s 
her torment. 140 

Claud. 'Tis true, indeed: so your daughter 
says: ‘Shall I,’ says she, ‘that have so oft en¬ 
countered him with scorn, write to him that I 
love him?’ 144 

Leon. This says she now when die Is begin¬ 
ning to write to him; for she’ll be up twenty 
times a night, and there will she sit in her smock 
till she have writ a sheet of paper: my daughter 
tells us all. 149 

Claud. Now you talk of a sheet of paper, I 
remember a pretty jest your daughter told us of. 

Leon. Ol when she had writ it, and was read¬ 
ing it over, she found Benedick and Beatrice be¬ 
tween the sheet? 

Claud. That. xjj 

Leon. O! she tore the letter into a thousand 
halfpence; railed at herself, that she should he 
10 immodest to write to one that she knew would 
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flout her: 1 mranire him,’ says «he, * by my own 
spirit: for I should flout him, if he writ to me; 
yea, though I love him, I should.' isi 

Claud. Then down upon her knees she fails, 
weeps, sobs, beats her heart, tears her hair, 
prays, curses; ‘ O sweet Benedick! God give me 
patience!’ t 6 j 

Leon. She doth indeed; ray daughter says 
so; and the ecstasy hath so much overborne her, 
that my daughter is sometimes afeard she will 
do a desperate outrage to herself. It is very 
true. 

D. Pedro. It were good that Benedick knew 
of it by some other, if she will not discover it. 172 
Claud. To what end? he would but make a 
sport of it and torment the poor lady worse. 

D. Pedro. An he should, it were an alms to 
hang him. She’s an excellent sweet lady, and, 
out of all suspicion, she is virtuous. J77 

Claud. And she is exceeding wise. 

D. Pedro. In everything but in loving Bene¬ 
dick. 180 

Leon. O! my lord, wisdom and blood com¬ 
bating in so tender a body, we have ten proofs to 
one that blood hath the victory. I am sorry for 
her, as I have just cause, being her unde and 
her guardian. 185 

D. Pedro. I would she had bestowed this 
dotage on me; I would have dafled all other 
respects and made her half myself. I pray you, 
tell Benedick of it, and hear what a’ wrn say. 189 
Leon. Were it good, think you? 

Claud. Hero thinks surely she will die: for 
she says she will die if he love her not, and she 
will die ere she make her love known, and she 
will die if he woo her, rather than she will bate 
One breath of her accustomed crossness. 19s 
D. Pedro. She doth well: if she should make 
tender of her love, 'tls very possible he’ll scorn 
It; for the man,—as you know all,—hath a con¬ 
temptible spirit. 

Claud. He is a very proper man. mo 
D. Pedro. He hath indeed a good outward 
happiness. 

Claud. ’ForeGod,andinmymlnd,veiywlse. 
D. Pedro. He doth indeed show some sparks 
that are like wit. 205 

Leon. And I take him to be valiant. 

D. Pedro. As Hector, I assure you: and in 
the managing of quarrels you may say he is 
wise; for either he avoids them with great dis¬ 
cretion, or undertakes them with a most Chris- 
dan-like fear. 211 

Leon. If he do fear God, a’ must necessarily 
keep peace: If he break the peace, he ought (o 
enter into a quarrel with fear and trembling. 

D. Pedro. And so will he do; for the man 
doth {tear God, howsoever it seems not in him by 
some large jests he will make. Well, I am sorry 
for your niece. Shall we go seek Benedick, and 
tell him of her love? »9 

Claud. Never tell him. my lord: let her wear 
it out with good counsel. 

Leon. Nay, that’s Impossible: she may wear 
her heart out first 

D. Pedro. Well, we will hear ftuther of It by 


your daughter: let it cool the while. I love 
Benedick well, and I could wish he would mo¬ 
destly examine himself, to see how much he is 
unworthy to have so good a lady. us 

Leon. Mylord, willyouw&lk?dinnerisready. 

Claud. [Aside. J If he do not dote on her upon 
this, I will never trust my expectation. 131 

D. Pedro. [Aside.] Let there be the same net 
spread for her; ana that must your daughter 
and her gentlewoman carry. The sport will be, 
when they hold one an opinion of another’s 
dotage, and no such matter: that’s the scene 
that I would see, which will be merely a dumb- 
sbow. Let us send her to call him in to dinner. 

[Exeunt don pedro, claodio, and leonato. 

Bene. [Advancing from the arbour .J This can 
beno trick: thrf!,erence was sadlybome. They 
have the truth of this from Hero. They seem to 
pity the lady: it seems, her affections have their 
full bent. Love me! why, it must be requited. 
I hear how I am censured: they say I will bear 
myself proudly, if I perceive tbe love come from 
her; they say too that she will rather die than 
give any sign of affection. I did never think to 
marry: I must not seem proud: happy are they 
that hear their detractions, and can put them to 
mending. They say the lady is fair: ’tis a truth, 
I can bear them witness; and virtuous: 'da so, 
I cannot reprove it; and wise, but for loving me: 
by my troth, it is no addition to her wit, nor no 
great argument of her folly, for I will be horribly 
m love with her. I may chance have some odd 
quirks and remnants of wit broken on me, be¬ 
cause I have railed so long against marriage; 
but doth not the appetite alter? A man loves 
the meat in his youth that he cannot endure in 
his age. Shall quips and sentences and these 
paper bullets of the brain awe a man from the 
career of his humour? No; the world must be 
peopled. When I said I would die a bachelor, I 
aid not think I should live till I were married. 
Here comes Beatrice. By this day l she’s a fair 
lady: I do spy some marks of love in her. 266 


Enter Beatrice. 

Beat. Against my will I am sent to bid yon 
come in to dinner. 268 

Bette. Fair Beatrice, I thank yon tor your 
pains. 

Beat. I took no more pains for those thanks 
than you take pains to thank me: If it had been 
painful, I would not have come. 273 

Bette. Y ou take pleasure then In the message ? 

Beat. Yea, just so much as you may take upon 
a knife’s point, and choke a daw withal. You 
have no stomach, signlor: fare you well. [ Exit. 

Bene. Ha! ’Against my will I am sent to bid 

} rou come in to dinner,’ there’s a double mean- 
ng In that ‘I took no more pains for those 
thanks than you took pains to thank me,’that’s 
asmuchas to say, Any pains that I take for you 
is as easy as thanks. If I do not take pity of 
her, I am a villain; if I do not love her, I am a 
Jew. I will go get her picture. [Exit. 
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ACT m 

Scene I. —leonato’s Garden. 

Enter hero, Margaret, and Ursula. 
Hero. Good Margaret, ran thee to the par¬ 
lour; 

There shalt thou find my cousin Beatrice 
Proposing with the prince and Claudio; 
Whisper her ear, and tell her, I and Ursula 4 
Walk in the orchard, and our whole discourse 
Is all of her; say that thou overheard’st us. 
And bid her steal into the pleached bower. 
Where honey-suckles, ripen’d by the sun, 8 
Forbid the sun to enter; like favourites, 

Made proud by princes, thatadvance their pride 
Against that power that bred it There will she 
hide her, 

To listen our propose. This is thy office; is 
Bear thee well in it and leave us alone. 

Marg. I’ll make her come, I warrant you, 
presently. [Exit. 

Hero. Now, Ursula, when Beatrice doth 
come. 

As we do trace this alley up and down, r« 
Our talk must only be of Benedick: 

When I do name him, let it be thy part 
To praise him more than ever man did merit. 
My talk to thee must be how Benedick so 
Is sick in love with Beatrice: of this matter 
Is little Cupid’s crafty arrow made. 

That only wounds by hearsay. 


Enter Beatrice, behind. 

Now begin; 

For look where Beatrice, like a lapwing, runs H 
Close by the ground, to hear our conference. 
lire. The pleasant’st angling is to see the 
fish 

Cut with her polden oars the silver stream, 
And greedily devour the treacherous bait: a* 
So angle we for Beatrice; who even now 
Is couched in the woodbine coverture. 

Fear you not my part of the dialogue. 

Hero. Then go we near her, that her ear lose 
nothing 32 

Of the false sweet bait that we lay for it. 

[They advance to the bower. 
No, truly, Ursula, she is too disdainful; 

I know her spirits are as coy and wild 
As haggerds of the rock. 

Urs. But are you sure 36 

That Benedick loves Beatrice so entirely? 
Hero. So says the prince, and my new-trothed 
lord. 

Urs. And did they bid you tell her of it, 
madam? 

Hero. They did entreat me to acquaint her 
of it; 40 

But I persuaded them, If they lov’d Benedick, 
to wish him wrestle with affection, 

And never to let Beatrice know of it. 

Urs. Why did you so? Doth not the gentle- 
man 44 

Deserve as fkll as fortunate a bed 
As ever Beatrice shall couch upon? 

Hero. O god of love! I know he doth deserve 


As much is may be yielded to a man; <5 

But nature never fram’d a woman's heart 
Of prouder stuff than that of Beatrice; 
Disdain and scorn tide sparkling In her net, 
Misprising what they look bn, and her wit 5a 
Values itself so highly, that to her 
All matter else seems weak. She cannot love. 
Nor take no shape nor project of affection. 
She is so self-endear’d. 

Urs. Sure, I think so: J6 

And therefore certainly it were not good 
She knew his love, lest she make sport at it. 
Hero. Why, you speak truth. I never yet 
saw man, S 3 

How wise, bow noble, young, how rarely featur’d. 
But she would spell him backward: if fair-fac’d. 
She would swear the gentleman should be her 
sister; 

If black, why. Nature, drawing of an antick. 
Made a foul blot; if tall, a lance ill-headed; 64 
If low, an agate very vilely cut; 

If speaking, why, a vane blown with all winds; 
If silent, why, a block moved with none. 

So turns she every man the wrong side out, 68 
And never gives to truth and virtue that 
Which simpleness and merit purchaseth. 

Urs. Sure, sure, such carping is not com¬ 
mendable. 

Hero. No- not to be so odd and from all- 
fashions n 

As Beatrice is, cannot be commendable. 

But who dare tell her so ? If I should speak. 
She would mock me into air: O! she would 
laugh me 

Out of myself, press me to death with wit. 7* 
Therefore let Benedick, like cover’d fire. 
Consume away in sighs, waste inwardly: 

It were a better death than die with mocks. 
Which is as bad as die with tickling. So 

Urs. Yet tell her of it: hear what she will say. 
Hero. No; rather I will go to Benedick, 
And counsel him to fight against his passion. 
And, truly, I’ll devise some honest slanders 84 
To stain my cousin with. One doth not know 
How much an ill word may empoison liking. 

Urs. O ! do not do your cousin such a wrong. 
Shecannot be somuch without true judgment,— 
Having so swift and excellent a wit 83 

As she is priz’d to have,—as to refuse 
So rare a gentleman as Signior Benedick. 

Hero. He is the only man of Italy, 92 
Always excepted my dear Claudio. 

Urs. 1 pray you, be not angry w ith me, madam, 
Speaking my fancy: Signior Benedick, 

For shape, for bearing, argument and valour, 96 
Goes foremost in report through Italy. 

' Hero. Indeed, he hath an excellent good 
name. 

Urs. His excellence did earn it, ere he had it. 
When are you married, madam? too 

Hero. Why, every day, to-morrow. Come, 
go in: 

I’ll show thee some attires, and ha ve thy counsel 
Which is the best to furnish me to-morrow. 
Urs. She’s lim’d, I warrant you: we have 
caught her, madam. 104 



MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING 130 


[act in 


Hero. Iflt prove so, then loving goes by haps: 
Some Cupid kills with arrows, some with trap*. 

1 Exeunt hero and URSULA. 
What fire is in mine ears? 

Can this be true? 

Stand I condemn’d for pride and tcora to 
much? io8 

Contempt, farewell! and maiden pride, adieu! 

No glory lives behind the bade of such. 
And, Benedick, love on; 1 will requite thee. 
Taming my wild heart to thy loving hand: na 
If thou dost love, my kindness shall incite thee 
To bind our loves up in a holy band: 

For others say thou dost deserve, and 1 
Believe it better than reportingiy. [Exit. 


Scene It. —A Room in leonato’s House. 

Enter don pedro, claudio, benedick, 

and LEONATC. 

D. Pedro. I do but stay till your marriage be 
consummate, and then go I toward Arragon. 

Claud. I’ll bring you thither, my lord, if you’ll 
vouchsafe me. 4 

D. Pedro. Nay, that would be as great a soil 
in the new gloss of your marriage, as to show a 
child his new coat and forbid him to wear it I 
will only be bold with Benedick for his company; 
for, from the crown of his head to the sole of his 
foot, he is all mirth: he hath twice or thrice cut 
Cupid’s bow-string, and the little hangman dare 
not shoot at him. He hath a heart as sound as 
a bell, and his tongue is the clapper; for what 
his heart thinks his tongue speaks. 

Bene. Gallants, I am not as I have been. 
Leon. So say I: me thinks you are sadder. 16 
Claud. I hope he be in love. 

D. Pedro. Hang him, truant! there’s no true 
drop of blood in him, to be truly touched with 
love. If he be sad, he wants money. 20 

Bene. I have the tooth-ache. 

D. Pedro. Draw it 
Bene. Hang it. 

Claud. You must hang it first, and draw it 
afterwards. 25 

D. Pedro. What! sigh for the tooth-ache? 
Leon. Where is but a humour or a worm ? 
Bene. Well, every one can master a grief but 
he that has it. 29 

Claud. Yet say L he is in love. 

D. Pedro. There is no appearance of fancy in 
him, unless it be a fancy that he hath to strange 
disguises; as, to be a Dutchman to-day, a French¬ 
man to-morrow, or in the shape of two countries 
at once, as a German from the waist downward, 
all slops, and a Spaniard from the hip upward,. 
no doublet. Unless he have a fancy to this 
foolery, as it appears he hath, he is no fool for 
fimey, as you would have it appear he is. 39 
Claud. Ifhe be not in love with some woman, 
there is no believing old signs: a’ brushes his hat 
a mornings; what should that bode? 

D. Pedro. Hath any man seen him at the 
barber’s? 44 

Claud. No, but the barber’s man hath been 


seen with him; and the (fid ornament of his 
cheek hath already stuffed tennis-balls. 

Leon. Indeed he looks younger than he did, 
by the loss of a beard. 49 

D. Pedro. Nay, a’ rubs himself with civet: 
can you smell him out by that? 

Claud. That’s as mum as to say the sweet 
youth'sin love. 33 

D.Pedro. The greatest note of it is his melan¬ 
choly. 

Claud. And when was he wont to wash his 
face? 57 

D. Pedro. Yea, or to paint himself? for the 
which, I hear what they say of him. 

Claud. Nay, but his jesting spirit; which is 
now crept into a lute-string, and new-governed 


by stops. 

D. Pedro. Indeed, that tells a heavy tale for 
him. Conclude, conclude he is in love. 64 

Claud. Nay, but I know who loves him. 

D. Pedro. That would I know too: I warrant, 
one that knows him not. 

Claud. Yes, and his ill conditions; and in 
despite of all, dies for him. 69 

D. Pedro. She shall be buried with her face 
upwards. 

Bene. Yet is this no charm for the tooth-ache. 
Old signior, walk aside with me: I have studied 
eight or nine wise words to speak to you, which 
these hobby-horses must not hear. 7j 

[Exeunt benedick and i eonato. 

D. Pedro. For my life, to break with him 
about Beatrice. 

Claud. Tisevenso. Hero and Margaret have 
by this played their parts with Beatrice, and 
then the two bears will not bite one another 
when they meet. Sr 


Enter DON JOHN. 

D. John. My lord and brother, God save you! 
D. Pedro. Good den, brother. 

D. John. If your leisure served, I would speak 
with you. „ 83 

D. Pedro. In private. 

D. John. If it please you; yet Count Claudio 
may hear, for what I would speak of concerns 
him. 89 

D. Pedro. What’s the matter? 

D. John. [To claudio.] Means your lordship 
to be married to-morrow? 92 

D. Pedro. You know he does. 

D. John. I know not that, when he knows 
what I know. 

Claud. If there be any impediment, I pray 
you discover it. 97 

D. John. You may think I love you not: let 
that appear hereafter, and aim better at me by 
that I now will manifest. For my brother, I 
think he holds you well, and in dearness of 
heart hath holp to effect your ensuing marriage: 
surely suit ill-spent, and labour ill bestowed! 
D. Pedro. Why, what’s the matter? 104 

D. John. I came hither to tell you; and cir¬ 
cumstances shortened,—for she hath been too 
long a talking of .—the lady is disloyal. 

Claud. Who, Hero? 10S 
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D. John. Even the: Leonato’i Hero, your 
Hero, every man’s Hero. 

Claud. Disloyal? ux 

D. John. The word’s too good to paint out 
her wickedness; I could say, she were worse: 
think you of a worse title, and I will fit her to 
it. Wonder not till further warrant: go but with 
me to-night, you shall see her chamber-window 
entered, even the night before her wedding-day: 
if you love her then, to-morrow wed her; but it 
would better fit your honour to change your, 
mind. 126 

Claud. May this be so? 

D. Pedro. I will not think it 
D. John. If you dare not trust that you see, 
confess not that you know. If you wiB follow 
me, I will show you enough; and when you have 
seen moreand beard more, proceed accordingly. 

Claud. If I see any thing to-night why I 
should not marry her to-morrow, in the con¬ 
gregation, where I should wed, there will I 
shame her. 

D. Pedro. And, as I wooed for thee to obtain 
her, I will join with thee to disgrace her. 132 
D. John. I will disparage her no further till 
you are my witnesses: bear it coldly but till 
midnight, and let the issue show itself. 

D. Pedro. O day untowardly turned! 136 
Claud. O mischief strangely thwarting! 

D. John. O plague right well prevented! So 
will you say when you have seen the sequel. 

[Exeunt. 


Scene m. —A Street. 

Enter Dogberry and verges, with 
the Watch. 

Dogb. Are you good men and true? 

Verg. Yea, or else it were pity but they should 
suffer salvation, body and soul. 

Dogb. Nay, that were a punishment too good 
for them, if they should have any allegiance in 
them, being chosen for the prince’s watch. 

Verg. Well, give them their charge, neighbour 
Dogberry. 8 

Dogb. First, who think you the most desart- 
less man to be constable? 

First Watch. Hugh Oatcake, sir, or George 
Seacoal; for they can write ana read. » 
Dogb. Come hither, neighbour Seacoal. God 
hath blessed you with a good name: to be a 
well-favoured man is the gift of fortune; but to 
write and read comes by nature. 16 

Sec. Watch. Both which, Mhsterconstable,— 
Dogb. You have: I knew it would be your 
answer. Well, foryour favour, sir, why, give God 
thanks, and make no boast of it; and for your 
writing and reading, let that appear when there 
is no need of such vanity. You are thought here 
to be the most senseless and fit man for the con¬ 
stable of the watch: therefore bear you the lant- 
hora. This is your charge: yea shall comprehend 
vagrom men; you are to bid any man stand, 
in the prince’s name. 

I Fateh. How. if a’ will not stand? *8 

Dogb. Why, then, take no note of him, but let 


him go; and presently call the rest of the watch 
together.and thank God you are rid of a knave. 

Verg. If he will not stand when he is bidden, 
he is none of the prince’s subjects. 33 

Dogb. True, and they are to meddle with none 
but the prince s subjects. You shall also make 
no noise in the streets: for, for the watch to 
babble and to talk is most tolerable and not to 
be endured. 

Sec. Watch. We will rather sleep than talk: 
we know what belongs to a watch. 40 

Dogb. Why, you speak like an ancient and 
most quiet watchman, for I cannot see how 
sleeping should offend; only have a care that 
your bills be not stolen. Well, you are to call 
at alL-the alehouses, and bid those that are 
drunk get them to bed. 46 

Watch. How if they will not? 

Dogb. Why then, let them alone till they are 
sober: if they make you not then the better 
answer, you may say they are not the men you 
took them for. 

Watch. Well, sir. 5» 

Dogb. If you meet a thief, you may suspect 
him, by virtue of your office, to be no true man; 
and, for such kind of men, the less you meddle 
or make with them, why, the more is for your 
honesty. 37 

Sec. Watch. If we know him to be a thief, 
shall we not lay hands on him? 

Dogb. Truly, by your office, you may: but I 
think they that touch pitch will be defiled. The 
most peaceable way for you, if you do take a 
thief, is, to let him mow himself what he is and 
- - 64 


ilways called a merdftil 


steal out of your company. 

Verg. You have been alw 
man, partner. 

Dogb. Truly, I would not hang a dog by my will, 
much more a man who hath any honesty in him. 

Verg. If you hear a child cry in the night, 
you must call to the nurse and bid her still it. 

Sec. Watch. How if the nurse be asleep and 
will not hear us? 7s 

Dogb. Why, then, depart in peace, and let the 
child wake her with crying; for the ewe-that will 
not hear her lamb when It baes, will never an¬ 
swer a calf when he bleats. 78 

Verg, *Tis very true. 

Dogb. This is the end of the charge. You 
constable, are to present the prince’s own per¬ 
son: if you meet the prince in the night, you 
may stay him. 81 

Verg. Nay, by ’r lady, that I think, a’ cannot. 
Dogb. Five shillings to one on’t, with any 
man that knows the statues, he may stay him: 
marry, not without the prince be willing; for, 
indeed, the watch ought to offend no man, and 
it is an offence to stay a man against his will. 
Verg. By ’r lady, I think it be so. 88 

Dogb. Ha, ah, ha I Well, masters, goad night: 
an there be any matter of weight cha n ce s , call 
up me: keep your fellows’ counsels and your 
own, and good night. Come, neighbour. »a 
Sec. Watch. Wefl,masters, wehearourcharge : 
let us go sit here upon the church-bench till two, 
and then all go to bed. 
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Dogb. One word more, honest neighbours. I 
pray you, watch about Signior Leona to’s door; 
for the wedding being there to-morrow, there is 
a great coil to-night. Adieu; be vigilant, 1 be¬ 
seech you. [Exeunt dooberry and verges. 

Enter BORACHIO and conrade. 

Bora. What, Conrade I rot 

Watch. [Aside.] Peace! stir not 
Bora. Conrade, I say! 

Can. Here, man, 1 am at thy elbow. 104 
Bora. Mass, and my elbow itched; I thought 
there would a scab follow. 

Con. I will owe thee an answer for that; and 
now forward with thy tale. ids 

Bora. Stand thee dose then under this pent¬ 
house, for it drizzles rain, and 1 will, like a true 
drunkard, utter all to thee. 

Watch. [Aside.] Some treason, masters; yet 
stand dose. 113 

Bora. Therefore know, I have earned of Don 
John a thousand ducats. 

Con. Is it possible that any villany should be 
so dear? 117 

Bora. Thou shouldst rather ask if it were 
possible any villany should be so rich; for when 
rich villains have need of poor ones, poor ones 
may make what price they will. 121 

Con. I wonder at it. 

Bora. That shows thou art unconfirmed. 
Thou knowest that the fashion of a doublet, or 
a hat, or a cloak, is nothing to a man. 12s 
Con. Yes, it is apparel. 

Bora. I mean, the fashion. 

Con. Yes, the fasliion is the fashion. 228 

Bora. Tush! I may as well say the fool’s the 
fool. But seest thou not what a deformed thief 
this fashion is? 

Watch. [ Aside .11 know that Deformed; H’- 
has been a vile thief this seven years; a’ goes 
up and down like a gentleman; I remember his 
name. 13s 

Bora. Didst thou not hear somebody? 

Con. No: ’twa3 the vane on the house. 

Bora. Seest thou not, X say, what a deformed 
thief this fashion is ? how giddily he turns about 
all thehot bloods between fourteen andfive-and- 
thlrty? sometime fashioning them likePharaoh’s 
soldiers in the reechy painting; sometime like god 
Bel's priests in tho old church-window; some¬ 
time uke the shaven Hercules in the smirched 
worm-eaten tapestry, where his cod-piece seems 
as massy as his club ? 146 

Con. All this I see, and 1 see that the fashion 
wears out more apparel than the man. But art 
not thou thyself giddy with the fashion too, that 
thou hast shifted out of thy tale into telling me 
of the fashion? 151 

Bora. Not so, neither; but know, that I have 
to-night wooed Margaret, die lady Hem's gentle¬ 
woman, by the name of Hero; she leans me out 
at her mistress' chamber-window, bids me a 
thousand rimes good night,—X tell this tale vile- 
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and possessed by my master Don John, saw afar 
off in the orchard this amiable encounter. 160 
Con. And thought they Margaret was Hero ? 
Bora. Two of them did, the prince and Clau¬ 
dio; but the devil my master knew she was 
Margaret; and partly by his oaths, which first 
possessed them, partly by the dark night, which 
did deceive them, but chiefly by my villany, 
which did confirm any slander that Don John 
had made, away went Claudio enraged; swore 
he would meet her, as lie was appointed, next 
morning at the temple, and there, before the 
whole congregation, shame her with what he 
saw o'er night, and send her home again with¬ 
out a husband. 173 

First Watch. We charge you in the prince’s 
name, standi 

Sec. Watch. Call up the right Master con¬ 
stable. We have here recovered the most dan¬ 
gerous piece of lechery that ever was known in 
the commonwealth. 

First Watch. And one Deformed is one of 
them: I know him, a' wears a lock. 181 

Con. Masters, masters I 
Sec. Watch. You’ll be made bring Deformed 
forth, I warrant you. 184 

Con. Masters,— 

First Watch. Never speak: we charge you 
let us obey you to go with us. 

Bora. We are like to prove a goodly com¬ 
modity, tieing taken up of these men’s bub. 189 
Con. A commodity in question, I warrant 
you. Come, we’ll obey you. [ Exeunt. 


SCENE TV .—A Room in leonato's House. 

Enter hero, Margaret, and Ursula. 
Hero. GoodUrsula.wakemycousinBeatrice, 
and desire her to rise, 
t Its. I will, lady. 

Hero. And bid her come hither. 4 

Urs. Well. » [Exit. 

Marg. Troth, I think your other rabato were 
better. 

Hero. No, prty thee, good Meg, I'll wear this. 
Marg. By my troth’s not so good; and X 
warrant your cousin will say so. 

Hero. My cousin’s a fool, and thou art 
another: I’ll wear none but this. 12 

Marg. I like the new tire within excellently, 
if the hair were a thought browner; and your 
gown’s a most rare fashion, 1’ faith. X saw the 
Duchess of Milan’s gown that they praise so. 16 
Hero. Ol that exceeds, they say. 

Marg. By my troth’s but a night-gown in 
respect of yours: doth o’ gold, and cuts, and 
laced with silver, set with pearls, down sleeves, 
side sleeves, and skirts round, underbome with 
a bluish tinsel; but for a fine, quaint, graceful, 
and excellent fashion, yours is worth ten on’t. 

Hero. God give me Joy to wear it! for my 
heart is exceeding heavy. 25 

Marg. Twill be heavier soon by the weight of 
a man. 

Hero. Fie upon thee! art not ashamed? si 
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Mars. Of what, lady) of speaking honour¬ 
ably? Is not marriage honourable in a beggar? 
Is not your lord honourable without marriage ? 
I think you would have me say, 'saving your 
reverence, a husband: ’ an bad thinking do not 
wrest true speaking. I'll offend nobody. Is there 
any harm in 'the heavier for a husband?' None, 
I think, an it be the right husband and the right 
wife; otherwise 'tis light, and not heavy; ask 
my Lady Beatrice else; here she comes. 

Enter Beatrice. 

Hero. Good morrow, coz. 

Beat. Good morrow, sweet Hero. 40 
Hero. Why, how nowl do you speak in the 
sick tune? 

Beat. I am out of all other tune, methinks. 
Mars. Clap’s into ‘Light o’ love:' that goes 
withoutaburden:doyousingit,andl’lldanceit. 

Beat. Ye light o’ love with your heels! then, 
if your husband have stables enough, you’ll 
see he shall lack no bams. 48 

Marg. O illegitimate construction 1 I scorn 
that with my heels. 

Beat. 'Tis almost five o’clock, cousin; ’tis 
time you were ready. By my troth, I am ex¬ 
ceeding ill. Heigh-ho I 53 

Marg. For a hawk, a horse, or a husband? 
Beat. For the letter that begins them all, H. 
Marg. Well, an you be not turned Turk, 
there’s no more sailing by the star. 47 

Beat. What means the fool, trow? 

Marg. Nothing I; but Goa send every one 
their heart’s desire! 60 

Hero. These gloves the count sent me; they 
are an excellent perfume. 

Beat. I am stuffed, cousin, I cannot smell. 
Marg. A maid, and stuffed 1 there’s goodly 
catching of cold. 65 

Beat. O, God help met God help me! how 
long have you professed apprehension? 

Marg. Ever since you left it. Doth not my 
wit become me rarely I 69 

. Beat. It is not seen enough, you should wear 
it in your cap. By my troth, I am sick. 

Marg. Get you some of this distilled Carduus 
Benedictus, and lay it to your heart: it is the 
only thing for a Qualm. 

Hero. There thou prick’st her with a thistle. 
Beat. Benedictus 1 why Benedictus ? you have 
some moral in this Benedictus. 77 

Marg. MoraUno.bymytroth,Ihavenomoral 

meaning;! meant, plain holy-thistle. You may 
think, perchance, that I think you are in love: 
nay, by ’r lady, I am not such a fool to think 
what I list; nor I list not to think what I can; 
nor, indeed, I cannot think, if I would think my 
heart out of thinking, that you are in love, or 
that you will be in love, or that you can be in 
love. Yet Benedick was such another, and now 
is he become a man: he swore he would never 
many; and yet now, in despite of his heart, he 
eats ms meat without grudging: and how you 
may be converted, I know not; but methinks 
you look with your eyes as other women do. 


Beat. What pace is this that thy tongue 
keeps? n 

Marg. Not a false gallop. 

Re-enter Ursula. 

Urs. Madam.withdraw:theprince,thecount, 
Signior Benedick, Don John, and all the gallants 
of the town, are come to fetch you to church. 97 
Hero. Help to dress me, good coz, good Meg, 
good Ursula. [ Exeunt. 

Scene V. —Another Room in leonato’s House. 
Enter leonato with dooberry ai.d verges. 
Leon. What would you with me, honest 
neighbour? 

Dogb. Marry, sir, I would have some confi¬ 
dence with you, that decerns you nearly. 4 

Leon. Brief l pray you; for you see it is a 
busy time with me. 

Dogb. Marry, this it is, sir. 

Verg. Yes, in truth it is, sir. S 

Leon. What is it, my good friends? 

Dogb. Goodman Verges, sir, speaks a little off 
the matter: an old man, sir, and his wits are not 
so blunt, as, God help, I would desire they were; 
but, in faith, honest as the skin between his 
brows. 

Verg. Yes, I thank God, I am as honest as 
any man living, that is an old man and no 
honester than I. 17 

Dogb. Comparisons are odorous; palabras, 
neighbour Verges. 

Leon. Neighbours, you are tedious. 20 
Dogb. It pleases your worship to say so, but 
we are the poor duke’s officers; but truly, for 
mine own part, if I were as tedious as a king, I 
could find in my heart to bestow it all of your 
worship. 25 

Leon. All thy tediousness on me! ha? 

Dogb. Yea,an’twereathousandpoundmore 
than‘tis; for I hear as good exclamation on 
your worship, as of any man in the city, and 
though I be but a poor man, I am glad to hear it. 
Verg. And so am I. 31 

Leon. Iwouldfainkuowwhatyouhavetosay. 
Verg. Marry, sir, our watch to-night, except¬ 
ing your worship’s presence, ha’ ta’en a couple 
of as arrant knaves as any in Messina. 35 
Dogb. A good old man, sir; he will be talking: 
as they say, ‘when the age is in, the wit is out.’ 
God help us! it is a world to see! Well said, 
i’ faith, neighbour Verges: well, God’s a good 
man; an two men ride of a horse, one must ride 
behind. An honest soul, i’ faith, sir; by my 
troth he is, as ever broke bread: but God is to be 
worshipped: all men ate not alike; alas! good 
neighbour. 44 

Leon. Indeed, neighbour, he comes too short 
of you. 

Dogb. Gifts that God gives. 

Leon. I must leave you. 4 * 

Dogb. One word, sir: our watch, sir, hath in¬ 
deed comprehended two aspicious persons, and 
we would have them this morning examined 
before your worship. 52 

Leon. Take their examination yourself, and 
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bring it me: I am now in great baste, as may 
appear unto you. 

Dogb. It shall be suffigance. 56 

Leon. Drink some wine ere you go: fare you 
wdl. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My lord, they stay for you to give your 
daughter to her husband. 60 

Leon. I’ll wait upon them: I am ready. 

[Exeunt leonato and Messenger. 
Dogb. Go,goodpartner,go,getyoutoFrands 
Seacoal; bid him bring his pen and inkhom to 
the gaol: we are now to examination these men. 
Verg. And we must do it wisely. 65 

Dogb. We will spare for no wit, I warrant 
you; here’s that shall drive some of them to a 
non-eome: only get the learned writer to set 
down our excommunication, and meet me at 
the gaol. [Exeunt. 


ACT TV 

Scene I ,—The Inside of a Church. 

Enter don pedro, don john, leonato, friar 

FRANCIS, CLAUDIO, BENEDICK, HERO, BEA¬ 
TRICE, dec. 

Leon. Come, Friar Frands, be brief: only to 
the plain form of marriage, and you shall re¬ 
count their particular duties afterwards. 

Friar. You come hither, my lord, to many 
this lady? 5 

Claud. No. 

Leon. To be married to her, friar; you come 
to many her. s 

Friar. Lady, you come hither to be married 
to this count? 

Hero. I do. 11 

Friar. If either of you know any inward 
impediment, why you mould not be conjoined, 
I charge you, on your souls, to utter it. 

Claud. Know you any, Hero? 

Hero. None, my lord. 16 

Friar. Know you any, count? 

Leon. I dare make his answer; none. 

Claud. Ol what men dare do! what men may 
do! what men daily do, not knowing what they do! 

Bene. How now! Interjections? Why then, 
some be of laughing, as ah! ha 1 he! 

Claud. Stand thee by, friar. Father, by your 
leave: 

Will you with free and unconstrained soul as 
Give me this maid, your daughter? 

Leon. As freely, son, as God did give her me. 
Claud. And what have I to give you back 

Mi'wStSe 

D. Pedro! Nothing, unless you* renler her 

again. 

Claud. Sweet prince, you learn me noble 
thankfulness. 

There, Leonato, take her bade again: 

Give not this rotten orange to your friend ; 3a 
She's but the sign and semblance of her honour. 
Behold! how Hke a maid she blushes here. 


O! what authority and show of truth 
Can cunning sin cover itself withal. jS 

Comes not that blood as modest evidence 
To witness simple virtue? Would you not swear, 
All you that see her, that she were a maid. 

By these exterior shows? But she is none: 40 
She knows the heat of a luxurious bed; 

Her blush is guiltiness, not modesty. 

Leon. What do you mean, my lord? 

Claud. Not to be married. 

Not to knit my soul to an approved wanton. 44 
Leon. Dearmylord,ifyou,inyourownproof, 
Have vanquish’d the resistance of her youth, 
And made defeat of her virginity,— 

Claud. I know what you would say: if I have 
known her, 48 

You’ll say she did embrace me as a husband, 
And so extenuate the 'forehand sin: 

No, Leonato, 

I never tempted her with word too large; 53 
But. as a brother to his sister, show’d 
Bashful sincerity and comely love. 

Hero. And seem’d I ever otherwise to you? 
Claud. Out on thee! Seeming! I will write 
against it: 56 

You seem to me as Dian in her orb. 

As chaste as is the bud ere it be blown; 

But you are more intemperate in your blood 
Than Venus, or those pamper’d animals 60 
That rage in savage sensuality. 

Hero. Is my lord well, that he doth speak so 
wide? 


Leon. Sweet prince, why speak not you? 

D. Pedro. What should I speak ? 

I stand dishonour’d, that have gone about 64 
To link my dear friend to a common stale. 
Leon. Are these things spoken, or do 1 but 
dream? \ 

D. John. Sir, they ere spoken, and these 
things are true. \ 48 

Bene. This looks not Hke a nuptial. 

Hero. True! O God! 

Claud. Leonato. stand I here? 

Is this the prince? Is this the prince's brother? 
Is this face Hero’s ? Are our eyes our own? 73 
Leon. All this is so; but what of this, my lord ? 
Claud. Let me but move one question to your 
daughter; 

And by that fatherly and kindly power 
That you have in her, bid her answer truly. 76 
Leon. I charge thee do so, as thou art my 

child. 

Hero. O, God defend met how am I beset! 
What kind of catechizing call you this? 

Claud. To make you answer truly to your 
name. to 

Hero. Is it not Hero? Who can blot that 
name 

With any just reproach? 

Claud. Many, that can Hero: 

Hero itself can blot out Hero's virtue. 

Out at your window, betwixt tweJws^mdfow? > 
Now, if you Are a maid, answer to rids. 1 
Hero. I talk'd with no man at that hour, mp 
lord. ” 
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D. Pedro. Why, then we you no maiden. 
Loonato, 88 

I am eorty you must hear: upon mine honour. 
Myself, my brother, and this grieved count, 
Did see her, hear her, at that hour last night, 
Talk with a ruffian at her chamber-window; 92 
Who hath indeed, most like a liberal villain. 
Confess’d the vile encounters they have had 
A thousand times in secret. 

D. John. Fie, fiet they are not to be nam’d, 
my lord, 96 

Not to be spoke of; 

There is not chastity enough in language 
Without offence to utter them. Thus, pretty 
lady, 

I am sorry for thy much mlsgovemment 100 
Claud. OHerolwhataHerohadstthoubeen, 
If half thy outward graces had been plac’d 
About thy thoughts and counsels of thy heart! 
But fare thee well, most foul, most fairl fare¬ 
well, 104 

Thou pure impiety, and impious purity I 
For thee I’ll lock up all the gates of love. 

And on my eyelids shall conjecture hang, 

To turn au beauty into thoughts of harm, 10s 
And never shall it more be gracious. 

Leon. Hath no man’s dagger here a point 
for me? [hero swoons. 

Beat. Why, how now, cousin I wherefore sink 
you down? 

D. John. Come, let us go. These things, 
come thus to light, 1IJ 

Smother her spirits up. 

[Exeunt DON PEDRO, DON JOHN and CLAUDIO. 
Bene. How doth the lady? 

Beat. Dead, I think! help, uncle! 

Hero! why, Hero! Unde! Signior Benedick! 
Friar! n« 

Leon. OFateltakenotawaythyheavyhand: 
Death is the fairest cover for her shame 
That may be wish’d for. 

Beat. How now, cousin Hero! 

Friar. Have comfort, lady. iso 

Leon. Dost thou look up? 

Friar. Yea; wherefore should she not? 
Leon. Wherefore 1 Why, doth not every 
earthly thing 

Cry shame upon her? Could she here deny 
The story that is printed in her blood? i >4 

Do not live. Hero; do not ope thine eyes; 

For, did I think thou wouldst not quickly die. 
Thought I thy spirits were stronger than thy 
shames, 127 

Myself would, on the rearward of reproaches. 
Strike at thy fife. Griev’d I, I had but one? 
Chid I for that at frugal nature's frame? 

O! one too much by thee. Why had I one? 
Why ever wast thou lovely in mine eyes? ija 
Why had I not with charitable hand 
Took up a beggar’s issue at my gates,. 

Who smirched thus, and mir’d with infamy, 
Imight have said, ‘No part of it is mine: 136 
This shame derives itself from unknown loins ?’ 

But mine, and mine I lov’d, and mine I prais d, 
And mine that I was proud on, mine so much 
rhat I myself was to myself not mine, 140 


Valuing of her; why, she—O! she is fallen 
Into a pit of ink, that the wide sea 
Hath ii rops too few to wash her clean again. 
And salt too little which may season give <44 
To her foul-tainted flesh. 

Bene. Sir, sir, be patient. 

For my part, I am so attir'd in wonder, 

I know not what to say. 

Beat. Ol on my soul, my cousin is belied! 
Bene. Lady, were you her bedfellow last 
night? 149 

Beat . No, truly, not; although, until last 
night, 

I have? this twelvemonth been her bedffeHow. 
Leon. Confirm’d, confirm’d! Ol that is 

stronger made, 132 

Which was before bail’d up with ribs of iron. 
Would the two princes he? and Claudio lie. 
Who lov’d her so, that, speaking of her foul¬ 
ness. 

Wash’d it with tears? Hence from her! let her 
die. 136 

Friar. Hear me a little; 

For I have only been silent so long, 

And given way unto this course of fortune, 
By noting of the lady: I have mark’d 160 

A thousand blushing apparitions 
To start into her face; a thousand innocent 
shames 

In angel whiteness bear away those blushes; 
And m her eye there hath appear’d a fire, r «4 
To bum the errors that these princes bold 
Against her maiden truth. Call me a fool; 
Trust not my reading nor my observations,' 
Which with experimental seal doth warrant i« 
The tenour of my book; trust not my age. 

My reverence, calling, nor divinity, 

If this sweet lady He not guiltless hem 
Under some biting error. 

Leon. Friar, it cannot be. 17a 

Thou seest that all the grace that she hath left 
Is, that she will not add to her damnation 
A sin of perjury; she not denies it. 

Why seek’st thou then to cover with excuse 176 
That which appears in proper nakedness? 
Friar. Lady, what man is he you am ac¬ 
cus’d of? 

Hero. They know that do accuse me, I know 
none; 

If I know mom of any man alive tSo 

Than that which maiden modesty doth warrant. 
Let all my sins lack mercy! O, my father! 
Prove you that any man with me conversd 
At hours unmeet, or that I yesternight its 
Maintain’d the change of words with any cnee- 
turn, . 

Refuse me, hate me, torture me to death. 
Friar. Them is some strange misprision in 
the princes. 

Bene. Two of them have the very bent of 
honour; >■* 

And if their wisdoms be misled in this. 

The practice of it lives in John the bastard. 
Whose spirits toil in frame of viknlss. 

Leon. 1 know not. If they speak'but truth 
of her, ma 
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These hands shall tear her; if they wrong her 
honour, 

The proudest of them shall well hear of it. 
Time hath not yet so dried this blood of mine, 
Nor age so eat up my invention, 196 

Nor fortune made such havoc of my means, 
Nor my bad life reft me so much of friends, 
But they shall find, awak’d in such a kind. 
Both strength of limb and policy of mind, 200 
Ability in means and choice of friends, 

To quit me of them throughly. 

Frmr. Pause awhile. 

And let my counsel sway you in this case. 
Your daughter here the princes left for dead; 
Let her awhile be secretly kept in, 105 

And publish it that she is dead indeed: 
Maintain a mourning ostentation; 

And on your family’s old monument 20& 

Hang mournful epitaphs and do all rites 
That appertain unto a burial. 

Leon. What shall become of this? What will 
this do? 

Friar. Marry, this well carried shall on her 
behalf 212 

Change slander to remorse; that is some good: 
But not for that dream 1 on this strange course, 
But on this travail look for greater birth. 

She dying, as it must be so maintain’d, 2:6 
Upon the instant that she was accus’d. 

Shall be lamented, pitied and excus’d 
Of every hearer; for it so falls out 
That what we have we prize not to the worth 
Whiles we enjoy it, but being lack’d and lost. 
Why, then we rack the value, then we find 222 
The virtue that possession would not show us 
Whiles it was ours. So will it fare with Claudio: 
When he shall hear she died upon his words. 
The idea of her life shall sweetly creep 
Into his study of imagination, 

And every lovely organ of her life 2:8 

Shall come apparell’d in more precious habit. 
More moving-delicate, and full of life 
Into the eye and prospect of his soul. 

Than when she liv’d indeed: then shall he 
mourn,— 232 

If ever love had interest In his liver,— 

And wish he had not so accused her, 

No, though he thought his accusation true. 
Let this be so, and doubt not but success 236 
Will fashion the event in better shape 
Than I can lay it down in likelihood. 

? ut if all aim but this be levell’d false, 
he supposition of the lady’s death 240 

Will quench the wonder of her infamy: 

And if it sort not well, you may conceal her,— 
As best befits her wounded reputation,— 

In some reclusive and religious life, 244 

Out of all eyes, tongues, minds, and injuries. 
Bene. Signior Leonato, let the friar advise 
you: 

Ana though you know my inwardness and love 
Is very much unto the prince and Claudio, 24S 
Yet, by mine honour, I will deal in this 
As secretly and justly as your soul 
Should with your body. 

Leon. Bung that I flow in grief. 


[act iv 

The smallest twine may lead me. 232 

Friar. ’Tis well consented: presently away; 
For to strange sores strangely they strain the 
cure. 

Come, lady, die to live: this wedding day 
Perhaps is but prolong’d: have patience and 
endure. 256 

[Exeunt friar, hero, and leonato. 
Bene. Lady Beatrice, have you wept all this 
while? 

Beat. Yea, and I will weep a while longer. 
Bene. I will not desire that. 260 

Beat. You have no reason; I do it freely. 
Bene. Surely I do believe your fair cousin is 
wronged. 

Beat. Ah I how much might the man deserve 
of me that woidd right her. 265 

Bene. Is there any way to show such friend¬ 
ship? 

Beat. A very even way, but no such friend. 
Bene. May a man do it? 269 

Beat. It is a man's office, but not yours. 
Bene. I do love nothing in the world so well 
as you: is not that strange? 272 

Bent. As strange as the thing I know not. 
It were as possible for me to say 1 loved nothing 
so well as you; but believe me not, and yet 1 lie 
not; 1 confess nothing, nor 1 deny nothing. I 
am sorry for my cousin. 277 

Bene. By my sword, Beatrice, thou lovest me. 
Beat. Do not swear by it, and tat it. 

Bene. 1 will swear by it that you love me; 
and I will make him eat it that says 1 love 
not you. 

Beat. Will you not eat your word? 

Bene. With no sauce that can be devised to 
it. I protest 1 love thee. 285 

Beat. Why then, God forgive me! 

Bene. What offence, sweet Beatrice? 

Beat. You have stayed me in a happy hour: 
1 was about to protest I loved you. 289 

Bene. And do it with all thy heart. 

Beat. I love yqu with so much of my heart 
that none is left to protest. 292 

Bene. Como, bid me do anything for thee. 
Beat. Kill Claudio. 

Bene. Hal not for the wide world. 

Beat. You kill me to deny it. Farewell. 296 
Bene. Tarry, sweet Beatrice. 

Beat. I am gone, though I am here: there is 
no love in you: nay, I pray you, let me go. 
Bene. Beatrice,— 300 

Beat. In faith, 1 will go. 

Bene. We'll be friends first. 

Beat. You dare easier be friends with me 
than fight with mine enemy. 304 

Bene. Is Claudio thine enemy? 

Beat. Is he not approved in the height a 
villain, that hath slandered, scorned, dishon¬ 
oured my kinswoman? Ol that I were a man. 
What I bear her in hand until they come to take 
hand3, and then, with public accusation, un¬ 
covered slander, unmitigated rancour,—O God, 
that I were a man 1 I would eat his heart in the 
market-place. 113 

Bene. Hear me, Beatrice,-— 
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Beat. Talk with a man out a( a window I a v 
proper saying! 316 

Bene. Nay, but Beatrice,- 
Beat. Sweet Hero! she is wronged, she is 
slandered, she is undone. 

Bene. Beat— 310 

Beat. Princesandcounties! Surely, a princely 
testimony, a goodly Count Conjfect; a sweet 
gallant, surely! O! that I were a man for bis 
sake, or that I had any friend would be a man 
for my sake! But manhood is melted into 
curtsies, valour into compliment, and men are 
only turned into tongue, and trim ones too: he 
is now as valiant as Hercules, that only tells a 
lie and swears it. I cannot be a man with wish¬ 
ing, therefore I will die a woman with grieving. 

Bene. Tarry, good Beatrice. By this hand, 

I love thee. 33s 

Beat. Use it for my love some other way than 
swearing by it. 

Bene. Tnink you in your soul the Count 
Claudio hath wronged Hero 7 336 

Beat. Yea, as sure as I have a thought or 
a sold. 

Bene. Enough! Iam engaged,! will challenge 
him. I will kiss your hand, and so leave you. 
By this hand, Claudio shall render me a dear 
account. As you hear of me, so think of me. 
Go, comfort your cousin: I must say she is 
dead; and so, farewell. lExeunt. 
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you; but I will go about with him. Come you 
hither, sirrah; a word in your ear: sir, I say to 
you, it is thought you are false knaves. 

Bora. Sir, I say to you we are none. 31 
Dogb. Well, stand aside. ’ForeGod,theyare 
both In a tale. Have you writ down, that they 
are none? 

Sexton. Master constable, you go not the 
way to examine: you must call forth the watch 
that are their accusers. 3s 

Dogb. Yea, many, that’s the eftest way. Let 
the watch come forth. Masters, I charge you, in 
the prince’s name, accuse these men. 

First Watch. This man Bald, sir, that Don 
John, the prince's brother, was a villain. 43 
Dogb. Write down Prince John a villain. 
Why, this is fiat perjury, to call a prince’s 
brother villain. 

Bora. Master constable,— 

Dogb. Pray thee, fellow, peace: I do not like 
thy look, I promise thee. 

Sexton. What heard you him say else? 30 
Sec. Watch. Marry, that he had received a 
thousand ducats of Don John for accusing the 
Lady Hero wrongfully. 

Dogb. Flat burglary as ever was committed. 
Verg. Yea, by the mass, that it is. 

Sexton. What else, fellow 7 3* 

First Watch. And that Count Claudio did 
mean, upon his words, to disgrace Hero before 
the whole assembly, and not marry her. 

Dogb. O villain I thou wilt be condemned into 
everlasting redemption for this. «i 

Sexton. What else? 

Sec. Watch. This is all. 

Sexton. And this is more, masters, than you 
can deny. Prince John is this morning secrecy 
stolen away: Hero was in this maimer accused, 
in this very manner refused, and, upon the grief 
of this, suddenly died. Master constable, let 
these men be bound, and brought to Leonato’s: 
I will go before and show him their examina¬ 
tion. [Exit. 

Dogb. Come, let them be opinioned. r> 
Verg. Let them be in the hands— 

Con. OS', coxcomb! 

Dogb. God’s my life! where *s the sexton? let 
him write down theprince’s officer coxcomb. 
Come, bind thei . Thou naughty varlet! 77 
Con. Away I you are an ass; you are an ass. 
Dogb. Dost thou not suspect my place? 
Dost thou not suspect my years? O that he 
were here to write me down an ass! but, 
masters, remember that I am an ass; though it 
be not written down, yet forget not that I am an 
ass. No, thou villain, thou art full of piety, as 
shall be proved upon thee by good witness. I 
a wise fellow; and, which is more, an officer; 


ocbne XL — A Prison. 

Enter Dogberry, verges, and sexton, in 
gowns; and the Watch, with conradb and 
BORACHIO. 

Dogb. Is our whole dissembly appeared? 

Verg. O! a stool and a cushion for the 
sexton. 

Sexton. Which be the malefactors? 4 
Dogb. Marry, that am I and my partner. 

Verg. Nay, that's certain: we have the exhi¬ 
bition to examine. " , 7 

Sexton. But which are the offenders that are 
to be examined? let them come before Master 
constable. ■ 

Dogb. Yea, marry, let them come before me 
What is your name, friend? 12 

Bora. Borachio. 

Dogb. Pray write down Borachio. Yours, 
sirrah? 

Con. I am a gentleman, sir, and my name is 
Conrade. 17 

Dogb. Write down Master gentleman Con¬ 
rade. Masters, do you serve God? 

Bora. 1 Yea, sir, we hope. so 

Dogb. Write down that they hope they serve and, which is more, a householder; and. which 
God: and write God first; for God defend but is more, as pretty a piece of flesh as any in Mes- 

■ ■ .. ■ ■—sina; and one that knows the law, go to; and a 

rich fellow enough, go to; and a fellow that 
hath had 'osses; and one that hath two gowns, 
andeverythinghandsomeabouthim. Bring him 
away. O that I had been writ down an ass! 93 

lExeunt. 


God should go before such villains! Masters, it 
is proved already that you are little better than 
false knaves, and it will go near to be thought so 
“drily. How answer yon for yourselves? 26 
Con, Marry, sir. we say we are none. 

Dogb. A marvellous witty fellow, I assure 
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ACT V 

Scenb I. —Before leonato’S House. 
Enter LEONATO and ANTONIO. 

Ant. If you go on thus, you will kill yourself; 
And ’tis not wisdom thus to second grief 
Against yourself. 

Leon. I pray thee, cease thy counsel. 

Which falls into mine ears as profitless 4 
As water in a sieve: give not me counsel; 

Nor let no comforter delight mine ear 
But such a one whose wrongs do suit with mine: 
Bring me a father that so lov’d his child, 8 
Whose joy of her is overwhelm'd like mine. 
And bid him speak of patience; 

Measure his woe the length and breadth of mine, 
And let it answer every strain for strain, is 
As thus for thus and such a grief for such. 

In every lineament, branch, shape, and form: 
If such a one will smile, and stroke his beard: 
Bid sorrow wag, cry 'hem' when he should 
groan, >$ 

Patch grief with proverbs; make misfortune 
drunk 

With candle-wasters; bring him yet to me. 
And I of him will gather patience. 

But there is no such man; for, brother, men 20 
Can counsel and speak comfort to that grief 
Which they themselves not feel; but, tasting it. 
Their counsel turns to passion, which before 
Would give preceptial medicine to rage, 24 

Fetter strong madness in a silken thread, 
Charm ache with air and agony with words. 
No, no; ’tis all men’s office to speak patience 
To those that wring under the load of sorrow. 
But no man’s virtue nor sufficiency 39 

To be so moral when he shall endure 
The like himself. Therefore give me no counsel: 
My griefs cry louder than advertisement. 32 
Ant. Therein do men from children nothing 
differ. 

Leon. I pray thee, peace! I will be flesh and 
blood; 

For there was never yet philosopher 
That could endure the toothache patiently, 3$ 
However they have writ the style of gods 
And made a push at chance and sufferance. 
Ant. Yet bend not all the harm upon your¬ 
self; 

Make those that do offend you suffer too. 40 
Leon. There thou speak’st reason: nay, I will 
do so. 

My soul doth tell me Hero is belied; 

And that shall Claudio know; so shall the 
prince. 

And all of them that thus dishonour her. 44 
Ant. Here come the prince and Claudio 
hastily. 

Enter don pedko and Claudio. 

D. Pedro. Good den, good den. 

Claud. Good day to both of you. 

Leon. Hear you, my lords,— 

D. Pedro. We have some haste, Leonato. 
Leon. Some haste, my lord I well, fore you 
well, my lord: 48 


Are you so hasty now!—well, all is one. 

D. Pedro. Nay, do not quarrel with us, good 
oldman. 

Ant. If he could tight himself with quar¬ 
relling. 

Some of us would lie low. 

Claud. Who wrongs him! si 

Leon. Marry, thou dost wrong me; thou dis¬ 
sembler, thou. 

Nay, never lay thy hand upon thy sword; 

I fear thee not. 

Claud. Many, beshrew my hand, 53 

If it should give yonr age such cause of fear. 
In faith, my hand meant nothing to my sword. 
Leon. Tush, tush, man! never fleer and jest 
at me: 

I speak not like a dotard nor a fool, 

As, under privilege of age, to brag 60 

What I have done being young, or what would 
do. 

Were I not old. Know, Claudio, to thy head. 
Thou hast so wrong’d mine innocent child and 
me 

That I am forc’d to lay my reverence by, 64 
And, with grey hairs and bruise of many days. 
Do challenge thee to trial of a man. 

I say thou hast belied mine innocent child: 
Thy slander hath gone through and through 
her heart, 68 

And she lies buried with her ancestors; 

Ol in a tomb where never scandal slept. 

Save this of hers, fram’d by thy viilanyi 
Claud. My villany? 

Leon. Thine, Claudio; thine, I say. 72 
D. Pedro. You say not right, old man. 
Leon. My lord, my lord, 

1 ‘U prove it on his body, if he dare, 

Despite his nice fence and his active practice, 
His May of youth and bloom of Iustihood. 76 
Claud. Away 11 will not have to do with you. 
Leon. Canst thou sc daff me? Thou hast 
kill’d my child; 

If thou kili’st me, «oy, thou shalt kill a man. 

Ant. He shall kill two of us, and men indeed: 
But that's no matter; let him kill one first: si 
Win me and wear me; let him answer me. 
Come, follow me, boy; come, sir boy, come, 
follow me. 

Sir boy, I'll whip you from your foining fence; 
Nay, as I am a gentleman, I will. 85 

Leon. Brother,— 

Ant. Content yourself. God knows I lov’d 
my niece; 

And she is dead, slander’d to death by villains, 
That dare as well answer a man indeed 89 
As I dare take a serpent by the tongue. 

Boys, apes, braggarts. Jacks, milksops! 

Leon. Brother Antony,— 

Ant. Hold you content What, man! I know 
them, yea, 92 

And what they weigh, even to the utmost 
sctuple, 

Scrambling, out-facing, fothion-monging boys. 
That lie ana cos and flout, deprave and s l a nder , 
Go antickly, show outward hideousnest, 96 
And speak off half a dozen dangerous words. 
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How they might Tract their enemies, if they 
durst; 

And this is all! 

Leon. But, brother Antony,— 

Ant. Come, ’tis no matter: 100 

Do not you meddle, let me deal in this. 

D. Pedro. Gentlemen both, we will not wake 
your patience. 

My heart is sorry for vour daughter’s death; 
But, on my honour, she was charg'd with no¬ 
thing 104 

But what was true and very full of proof. 
Leon. My lord, my lord— 

D. Pedro. 1 will not hear you. 

Leon. No? 

Come, brother, away. I will be heard.— 107 
Ant. And shall, or some of us will smart for 
it. lExeunt leonato and antonio. 

Enter BENEDICK. 

D. Pedro. See, see; here comes the man we 
went to seek. 

Claud. Now, signior, What news? 

Bene. Good day, my lord. in 

D. Pedro. Welcome, signior: you are almost 
come to part almost a fray. 

Claud. We had like to have had our two 
noses snapped off with two old men without 
teeth. 117 

D. Pedro. Leonato and his brother. What 

thinkest thou? Had we fought, I doubt we 
should have been too young for them. 120 

Bene. In a false quarrel there is no true 
valour. I came to seek you both. 

Claud. We have been up and down to seek 
thee; for we are high-proof melancholy, and 
would fain have it beaten away. Wilt thou use 
thy wit? 126 

Bene. It is in my scabbard; shall I draw it? 
D. Pedro. Dost thou wear thy wit by thy 
side? 

Claud. Never any did so, though very many 
have been beside their wit I will bid thee draw, 
as we do the minstrels; draw, to pleasure us. 132 
D. Pedro. As I am an honest man, he looks 
pale. Art thou sick, or angry? 

Claud. What, courage, man! What though 
care killed a cat, thou hast mettle enough in 
thee to lull care. 137 

Bene. Sir, I shall meet your wit in the career, 
an you charge it against me. I pray you choose 
another subject. 140 

Claud. Nay then, give him another staff: 
this last was broke cross. 

D. Pedro. By this light, he changes more and 
more: I think he be angry indeed. 144 

Claud. If he be, he knows how to turn bis 
girdle. 

Bene. Shall I speak a word in your ear? 
Claud. God bless me from a challenge! 148 
Bene, f Aside to Claudio. J You are a villain; 
I jest hot: I will make it good how you dare, 
with what you dare, and when you dare. Dome 
right, or I will protest your cowardice. You 
have killed a sweet lady, and her death shall 
fall heavy on you. Let me hear from you. 


Claud. Well I will meet you, so I may have 
good cheer. ij6 

D. Pedro. What, a feast, a feast? 

Claud. V faith, 1 thank him; he hath bid me 
to a caif’s-head and a capon, the which if I do 
not carve most curiously, say my knife’s naught. 
Shall I not find a woodcock too? . 1*1 

Bene. Sir, your wit ambles well; it goes 
easily. 

D. Pedro. I’ll tell thee how Beatrice praised 
thy wit the other day. I said, thou hadst a fine 
wit. ‘True,’ says she. ‘a fine little one.’ *No,’ 
said I, ‘a great wit.’ 'Right/ said she, ‘a great 
gross one. ‘Nay/said I,‘a good wit/ ‘Just,* 
said she, ‘it hurts nobody/ ‘Nay/ said I, ‘ the 
gentleman is wise/ ‘Certain/ said she, *a wise 
gentleman/ ‘Nay/saidL'hehaththetongnes/ 
‘That I believe/ said she, ‘for he swore a thing to 
me on Monday night, which he forswore on 
Tuesday morning: there's a double tongue; 
there’s two tongues/ Thus did she, an hour 
together, trans-shape thy particular virtues; yet 
at last she concluded with a sigh, thou wast the 
properest man in Italy. 178 

Claud. For the which she wept heartily and 
said she cared not. 

D. Pedro. Yea, that she did; but yet, for all 
that, an if she did not hate him deadly, she 
would love him dearly. The old man’s daughter 
told us all. 184 

Claud. All, all; and moreover, God saw him 
when he was hid in the garden. 

D. Pedro. But when shall we set the sa¬ 
vage bull’s horns on the sensible Benedick's 
head? 189 

Claud. Yea, and text underneath, ‘Here 
dwells Benedick the married man!* 

Bene. Fare you well, boy: you know my 
mind. I will leave you now to your gossip-like 
humour: you break jests as braggarts do their 
blades, which, God be thanked, hurt not. My 
lord,foryourmanycourtesieslthankyou:lmuat 
discontinue your company. Your brother the 
bastard is fled from Messina: you have, among 
you, killed a sweet and innocent lady. For my 
Lord Lack-beard there, he and I shall meet; and 
dll then, peace be with him. [Exit. 

D. Pedro. He is in earnest. 

Claud. In most profound earnest; and, I’ll 
warrant you, for the love of Beatrice. sag 

D. Pedro. And hath challenged thee? 

Claud. Most sincerely. 

D. Pedro. What a pretty thing man is when 
he goes in his doublet and hose and leaves off 
his wit! 209 

Claud. He is then a giant to an ape; but then 
is an ape a doctor to such a man. 

D. Pedro. But, soft you: let me be: pluck 
up, my heart, and be sad! Did he not say my 
brother was fled? 214 


Enter Dogberry, verges, and the Watch, with 
CONRADE and BORACHIO. 

Dogb. Come, you, sir: if justice cannot tame 
you, she shall ne’er weigh more reasons in her 
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balance. Nay, an you be a cursing hypocrite 
once, you must be looked to. 

D. Pedro. How now I two of my brother’s 
men bound! Boracliio, one! 220 

Claud. Hearken after their offence, my lord. 
D. Pedro. Officers, what offence have these 
men done? 

Dogb. Marry, sir, they have committed false 
report: moreover, they have spoken untiuths; 
secondarily, they are slanders; sixth and lastly, 
they have belied a lady; thirdly, they have 
verified unjust things; and to conclude, they 
are lying knaves. 229 

D. Pedro. First, I ask thee what they have 
done; thirdly, I ask thee what’s their offence; 
sixth and lastly, why they are committed; and, 
to conclude, what you lay to their charge ? 

Claud. Rightly reasoned, and in his own 
division; and, by my troth,there’s one meaning 
well suited. 236 

D. Pedro. Who have you offended, masters, 
that you are thus bound to your answer? this 
learned constable is too cunning to be under¬ 
stood. What's your offence ? 240 

Bora. Sweet prince, let me go no further 

to mine answer: do you hear me, and let this 
count kill me. I have deceived even your very 
eyes: what your wisdoms could not discover, 
these shallow fools have brought to light: who, 
in the night overheard me confessing to this 
man how Don John your brother incensed me 
to slander the Lady Hero; how you were brought 
into the orchard and saw me court Margaret 
in Hero's garments; how you disgraced her, 
when you should marry her. My villany they 
have upon record; which I had rather seal with 
my death than repeat over to my shame. The 
lady is dead upon mine and my master’s false 
accusation; and, briefly, I desire nothing but 
the reward of a villain. 256 

D. Pedro. Runs Dot this speech like iron 
through your blood? 

Claud. I nave drunk poison whiles he ut¬ 
ter’d it. 

D. Pedro. But did my brother set thee on to 
this? 

Bora. Yea; and paid me richly for the prac¬ 
tice of it. 260 

D. Pedro. He b compos’d and fram’d of 
treachery: 

And fled he is upon this villany. 

Claud. Sweet Hero! now thy image doth 
appear 

In the rare semblance that I lov’d it first. 2C4 
Dogb. Come, bring away the plaintiffs; by 
this time our sexton hath reformed Signior 
Leonato of the matter. And masters, do not 
forget to specify, when time and place shall 
serve, that I am an ass. 2S9 

Verg. Here, here comes Master Signior Lto- 
nato, and the sexton too. 

Re-enter leonato, antonio, and the 
Sexton. 

Leon. Which b the villain? Let me see his 
eyea, 17a 


That, when I note another man like him, 

I may avoid him. Which of these is he ? 

Bora, if you would know your wronger, look 
on me. 

Leon. Art thou the slave that with thy breath 
hast kill’d 276 

Mine innocent child ? 

Bora. Yea. even I alone. 

Leon. No, not so, villain; thou behest thy¬ 
self: 

Here stand a pair of honourable men; 

A third is fled, that had a hand in it. 2S0 
1 thank you, princes, for my daughter’s death: 
Record it with your high and worthy deeds. 
Twas bravely done, if you bethink you of it. 
Claud. I know not how to pray your pa¬ 
tience; 2S4 

Yet I must speak. Choose your revenge your¬ 
self; 

Impose me to what penance your invention 
Can lay upon my sin: yet smu’d I not 
But in mistaking. 

D. Pedro. By my soul, nor I: 28$ 

And yet, to satisfy this good old man, 

1 would bend under any heavy weight 
That he’ll enjoin me to. 

Leon. I cannot bid you bid my daughter 
live; , , *S2 

That were impossible: but, I pray you both. 
Possess the people in Messina here 
How innocent she died: and if your love 
Can labour aught in sad invention, 294 

Hang her an epitaph upon her tom!). 

And sing it to her bones: sing it to-night. 
To-morrow morning come you to my house. 
And since you could not be my son-in-law, 300 
Bcyetmy nephew. My brother hath a daughter, 
Almost the copy of my child that’s dead, 

And she alone is heir to both of us: 

Give her the right you should have given her 
cousin, 304 

And so dies my reyenge. 

Claud. O noble sir. 

Your over-kindness doth wring tears from me! 
I do embrace your offer; and dispose 
For henceforth of poor Claudio. 3t8 

Leon. To-morrow then 1 will expect your 
coming; 

To-night I take my leave. This naughty man 
Shall face to face be brought to Margaret, 311 
Who, I believe, was pack’d in all this wrong, 
Hir’d to it by your brother. 

Bora. No, by my soul she was not; 

Nor knew not what she did when she spoke 
to me; 

But always hath been just and virtuous 
In anything that I do know by her. 3t< 

Dogb. Moreover, sir,—which, indeed, is not 
under white and black,—this plain tiff here, the 
offender, did call me ass: I beseech you, let it 
be remembered in his punishment. And also, 
the watch heard them talk of one Deformed; 
they say he wears a key in his ear and a lock 
banging by it, and borrows money in God's 
name, the which he hath used so long and never 
paid, that now men grow hard-hearted, and will 
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lend nothing for God’s sake. Pray you, examine 
him upon that point. 327 

Leon. 1 thank thee for thy care and honest 
pains. 

Dogb. Your worship speaks like a most 
thankful and reverend youth, and 1 praise God 
for you. 333 

Leon. There’s for thy pains. 

Dogb. God save the foundation! 

Leon. Go, I discharge thee of thy prisoner, 
and I thank thee. 336 

Dogb. I leave an arrant knave with your 
worship; which 1 beseech your worship to cor¬ 
rect yourself, for the example of others. God 
keep your worship I 1 wish your worship well; 
God restore you to health! I humbly give you 
leave to depart, and if a merry meeting may be 
wished, God prohibit it! Come, neighbour. 343 

[Exeunt DOGBERRY and VEROES. 

Leon. Until to-morrow morning, lords, fare¬ 
well. 

Ant. Farewell, my lords: we look for you 
to-morrow. 

D. Pedro. We will not fail. 

Claud. To-night I’ll mourn with Hero. 

[Exeunt don pedro and Claudio. 

Leon. [To the Watch.] Bring you these fel¬ 
lows on. We’ll talk with Margaret, 347 
How her acquaintance grew with this lewd 
fellow. [Exeunt. 


Scene II. —leonato’s Carden. 

Enter benedick and Margaret, meeting. 

Bene. Pray thee, sweet Mistress Margaret, 
deserve well at my hands by helping me to the 
speech of Beatrice. 

Marg. Will you then write me a sonnet in 
praise of my beauty? 5 

Bene. In so high a style, Margaret, that no 
man living shall come over it; for, in most 
comely truth, thou deservest it. 8 

Marg. To have no man come over me! why, 
shall I always keep below stairs? 

Bene. Thy wit is as quick as the greyhound’s 
mouth; it catches. 12 

Marg. And yours as blunt as the fencer s 
foils, which hit, but hurt not. 

Bene. A most manly wit, Margaret; it will 
not hurt a woman: and so, I pray thee, call 
Beatrice. I give thee the bucklers. 17 

Marg. Give us the swords, we have bucklers 
of our own. 

Bene. If you use them, Margaret, you must 
put in the pikes with a vice; and they are 
dangerous weapons for maids. 

Marg. Well, I will call Beatrice to you, who I 
think hath legs. 

Bene. And therefore will come. 

[Exit MARGARET. 

The pod of love, 

That sits above. 

And knows me, and knows me, 28 

How pitiful 1 deserve,— 

I mean, in singing; but in loving, Leander the 


good swimmer, Troiius the first employer of 
pandars,and a whole book full of these quondam 
carpet-mongers, whose names yet run smoothly 
in the even road of a blank verse, why, they were 
never so truly turned over and over as my poor 
self, in love. Marry, I cannot show it in time; I 
have tried: I can find out no rime to ‘lady’ but 
‘baby,’ an innocent rime; for ‘scorn,’ ‘horn,’ 
a hard rime; for ‘school,’ ‘fool,’ a babbling 
rime; very ominous endings: no, I was not bom 
under a riming planet, nor I cannot woo in 
festival terms. 42 

Enter BEATRICE. 

Sweet Beatrice, wouldst thou come whenl called 
thee? 

Beat. Yea, signior; and depart when you 
bid me. 

Bene. O, stay but till then! 47 

Beat. ‘Then’ is spoken; fare you well now: 
and yet, ere I go, let me go with that I came for; 
which is, with knowing what hath passed be¬ 
tween you and Claudio. . 51 

Bene. Only foul words; and thereupon I will 
kiss thee. 

Beat. Foul words is but foul wind, and foul 
wind is but foul breath, and foul breath is noi¬ 
some; therefore I will depart unkissed. 56 
Bene. Thou hast frighted the word out of his 
right sense, so forcible is thy wit. But I must 
tell thee plainly, Claudio undergoes my chal¬ 
lenge, and either I must shortly hear from him, 
or I will subscribe him a coward. And, I pray 
thee now, tell me, for which of my bad parts 
didst thou first fall in love with me? 63 

Beat. For them all together; which main¬ 
tained so politic a slate of evil that they will not 
admit any good part to intermingle with them. 
But for which of my good parts did you first 
suffer love for me ? 68 

Bene. ‘Suffer love,’ a good epithet! I do 
suffer love indeed, for I love thee against my 
will. 

Beat. In spite of your heart, I think. Alas, 
poor heart 1 If you spite it for my sake, I will 
spite it for yours; for I will never love that 
which my friend hates. 73 

Bene. Thou and I are too wise to woo peace¬ 
ably. 

Beat. It appears not in this confession: 
there’s not one wise man among twenty that 
will praise himself. , , 80 

Bene. An old, an old Instance, Beatrice, that 
lived in the time of good neighbours. If a man 
do not erect in this age his own tomb ere he 
dies, he shall live no longer in monument than 
the bell rings and the widow weeps. 8 j 
Beat. And how long is that think you? 
Bene. Question: why, an hour in clamour 
and a quarter in rheum: therefore it is most 
expedient for the wise,—if Don Worm, his con¬ 
science, find no impediment to the contrary,— 
to be the trumpet of his own virtues, as I am to 
myself. So much for praising myself, who, I 
myself will bear witness, is praiseworthy. And 
now tell me, how doth your cousin? 
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Beat. Very ill. 

Bene. And how do you ? 96 

Beat. Very ill too. 

Bene. Serve God, love me, and mend. There 
will I leave you too, for here comes one in 
haste. 1 100 

Enter URSULA. 

Vrs. Madam, you must come to your uncle. 
Yonder’s old coil at home: it isproved, my Lady 
Hero hath been falsely accused, the prince and 
Claudio mightily abused; and Don John is the 
author of all, who is fled and gone. Will you 
come presently? 106 

Beat. Will you go hear this news, signior? 

Bene. I will live in thy heart, die in thy lap. 
and be buried in thy eyes; and moreover 1 will 
go with thee to thy uncle’s. [Exeunt. 


Scene HI. —The Inside of a Church. 
Enter DON pedro, claudio, and Attendants, 
with music and tapers. 

Claud. Is this the monument of Leona to? 

A Lord. It is, my lord. 

Claud. [Reads from a scroll .] 

Done to death by slanderous tongues 

Was the Hero that here lies: A 

Death, in guerdon of her sarongs. 

Gives her fame which never dies. 

So the life that died with shame 

Lives in death with glorious lame. 8 

Hang thou there upon the tomb. 

Praising her when 1 am dumb. 

Now, music, sound, and sing your solemn hymn. 

SONG 

Pardon, goddess of the night, 12 

Those, that slew thy virgin knight: 

For the which, with songs of woe, 

Round about her tomb they go. 

Midnight, assist our moan; 16 

Help us to sigh and groan, 

!leaviiy, heavily: 

Graves, yawn and yield your dead, 

Till death be uttered, 20 

Heavily, heavily. 


Scene TV. —A Room in leonato’s House. 
Enter LEONATO, ANTONIO, BENEDICK, BEATRICE, 
MARGARET, URSULA, FRIAR FRANCIS, and HERO. 
Friar. Did I not tell you she was innocent? 
Leon. So are the prince and Claudio, who 
accus’d her 

Upon the error that you heard debated: 

But Margaret was in some fault for this, a 
Although against her will, as it appears 
In the true course of all the question. 

Ant. Well, I am glad that all things sort so 
well. 

Bene. AndsoamLbeingelsebyfaithenforc’d 
To call young Claudio to a reckoning for it. 9 
Leon. Well, daughter, and you gentlewomen 
all, 

Withdraw into a chamber by yourselves. 

And when 1 send for you, come hither mask’d; 
The prince and Claudio promis’d by this hour 
To visit me. [Exeunt ladies. 

You know your office, brother; 
You must be father to your brother’s daughter. 
And give her to young Claudio. 16 

Ant. Which I will do with confirm’d coun¬ 
tenance. 

Bene. Friar, I must entreat your pains, I 
think. 

Friar. To do what, signior? 

Bene. To bind me, or undo me; one of them. 
Signior Leonato, truth it is, good signior, 21 
Your niece regards me with an eye of favour. 
Ijeon. That eye my daughter lent her: ’tis 
most true. 

Bene. Andl do with an eye of love requite her. 
Leon. The sight whereof I think, you had 
from me, 25 

From Claudio, and the prince. But what ’» your 
will? 

Bene. Your answer, sir, is enigmatical; 

But, for my will, my will is your good will 28 
May stand with ours, this day to be conjoin’d 
In the state of honourable marriage: 

In which, good friar, I shall desire ycur help. 
Leon. My heart is with your liking. 

Friar. And my help. 32 

Here come the prince and Claudio. 


Claud. Now, unto thy bones good night! 

Yearly will I do this rite. 

P. Pedro. Good morrow, masters: put your 
torches out. 24 

The wolves have prey’d; and look, the gentle 
day, 

Before the wheels of Phoebus, round about 
Dapples the drowsy east with spots of grey. 

Thanks to you all, and leave us; fare you well. 
Claud. Good morrow, masters: each his 
several way. 29 

D. Pedro. Come, let us hence, and put on 
other weeds; 

And then to Leonato’s we will go. 

Claud. And Hymen now with luckier issue 
speed's, 32 

Than this for whom we render’d up this woe! 

[Exeunt. 


Enter DON pedro and CLAUDIO, with 
Attendants. 

D. Pedro. Good morrow to this fair assembly. 

Leon. Good morrow, prince; good morrow, 
Claudio: 

We here attend you. Are you yet determin’d 
To-day to marry with my brother’s daughter ? 3 7 

Claud. I’ll hold my mind, were she an Ethiop. 

Leon. Callherforth,brother:here’sthefriar 
ready. [Exit antonio. 

D. Pedro. Good morrow, Benedick. Why, 
what's the matter, 40 

That you have such a February face. 

So full of frost, of storm and cloudiness? 

Claud. I think he thinks upon the savage bull. 
Tush! fear not, man, we’ll tip thy horns with 
gold, 44 

And all Europa shall rejoice at thee, 
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As once Europe did at lusty Jove, 

When he would play the noble beast in love. 
Bene. Bull Jove, dr, had an amiable low: 48 
And some such strange bull leap'd your father's 
cow. 

And got a calf in that same noble feat. 

Much like to you, for you have just his bleat 
Claud. For this I owe you: here come other 
reckonings. 52 

Re-enter ANTONIO, with the ladies masked. 
Which is the lady I must seize upon? 

Ant. This same is she, and I do give you her. 
Claud. Why, then she’s mine. Sweet, let me 
see your face. 

Leon. No, that you shall not, dll you take her 
hand jfi 

Before this friar, and swear to marry her. 
Claud. Give me your hand: before this holy 
ftiar, 

I am your husband, if you like of me. 

Hero. And when I liv’d, I was jour other 
wife: ( Unmasking. 

And when you lov’d, you were my other hus¬ 
band. 61 

Claud. Another Hero! 

Hero. Nothing certainer: 

One Hero died defil’d, but I do live. 

And surely as I live, I am a maid. 64 

D. Pedro. The former Hero! Hero that is 
dead! 

Leon. She died, my lend, but whiles her slan¬ 
der liv’d. 

Friar. All this amazement can I qualify: 
When after that the holy rites are ended, 68 
I’ll tell you largely of fair Hero’s death: 
Meantime, let wonder seem familiar. 

And to the chapel let us presently. 

Bene. Soft and fair, filar. Which is Beatrice ? 
Beat. (Unmasking. j I answer to that name. 
What is your wul? 73 

Bene. Do not you love me? 

Beat. Why, no; no more than reason. 
Bene. Why, then, your uncle and the prince 
and Claudio 

Have been deceived; for they swore you did. 76 
Beat. Do not you love me? 

Bene. Troth, no; no more than reason. 
Beat. Why, then, my cousin, Margaret, and 
Ursula, 

Are much deceiv’d; for they did swear you did. 
Bene. They swore that you were almost sick 
for me. 80 

Beat. They swore that you were well-nigh 
dead for me. 

Bene. Tis no such matter. Then, you do not 
love me? 

Beat. No. truly, but in friendly recompense. 


Leon. Come, cousin, I am sum you love the 
gentleman. 84 

Claud. And Til be sworn upon’t that he loves 
her; 

For here’s a paper written in his hand, 

A halting sonnet of his own pure brain. 
Fashion’d to Beatrice. 

Hero. And here’s another, 88 

Writ in my cousin’s hand, stolen from her 
pocket, 

Containing her affection unto Benedick. 

Bene. Amiraclelhere’sourownhandsagainst 
our hearts. Come,I will have thee; but, by this 
light, I take thee for pity. 93 

Beat. I would not deny you; but, by this good 
day, I yield upon great persuasion, and partly 
to save your life, for I was told you were in a 
consumption. 97 

Bene. Peace I I will stop your mouth. 

(Kisses her. 

D.Pedro. Howdostthou,Benedick,themar- 
ried man? n» 

Bene. I’ll tell thee what, prince; a college of 
witcrackers cannot flout me out of my humour. 
Dost thou think I care for a satire or an epi¬ 
gram? No; If a man will be beaten with brains, 
a’ shall wear nothing handsome about him. In 
brief, since I do purpose to marry, I will think 
nothing to any purpose that the world can say 
against it; and therefore never flout at me for 
what I have said against it, for man is a giddy 
thing, and this is my conclusion. For thy part, 
Claudio, I did think to have beaten thee: but, in 
that thou art like to be my kinsman, live un¬ 
bruised, and love my cousin. 113 

Claud. I had well hoped thou wouldst have 
denied Beatrice, that I might have cudgelled 
thee out of thy single life, to make thee a double- 
dealer; which, out of question, thou wilt be, if 
my cousin do not look exceeding narrowly to 
thee. 119 

Bene. Come, come, we are friends. Let'shave 
a dance ere we are married, that we may lighten 
our own hearts and our wives’ heels. 

Leon. We’ll have dancing afterward. 

Bene. First, of my word; therefore play, 
music 1 Prince, thou art sad; get thee a wife, 
get thee a wife: there is no staff more reverend 
than one tipped with horn. 127 

Enter a messenger. 

Mes. My lord, your brother John is ta'en in 
flight, 

And brought with armed men back to Messina. 

Bene. Think not on him till to-morrow: I’ll 
devise thee brave punishments for him. Strike 
up, pipers 1 (Dance. Exeunt. 



LOVE’S LABOUR’S LOST 


DRAMATIS PERSON* 


Ferdinand, King of Navarre. 

Berowne, ) 

Lonoavillb, 1 Lords, attending on the King. 

Dumaine, I 

Marclde, } ’-“'■‘I’' attending on the Princess of France. 
Don Adriano de Armado, a fantastical Spaniard. 

Sir Nathaniel, a Curate. 

Holofernes, a Schoolmaster. 

Duu, a Constable. 


Costard, a Clown. 

Mora. Page to Armado. 

A Forester. 

The Princbs of Franco, 

Rosaline, 1 

Maria, J Ladiee, attending on the Princess. 
Katharine, ! 

Jaqueneita, a country Wench. 

Officers and Others, Attendants on the King and Princess. 


Scene,— Navarre , 


ACT I 

Scene I. — The kino of navarre’s Park. 

Enter the kino, berowne, longaltlle, 
and dumaine. 

King. Let fame, that all hunt after In their 
lives, 

Live register’d upon oar brazen tombs. 

And then grace us in the disgrace of death; 
When, spite of cormorant devouring Time, 4 
The endeavour of this present breath may buy 
That honour which shall bate his scythe’s keen 
edge, 

And make us heirs of ail eternity. 

Therefore, brave conquerors,—for so you are. 
That war against your own affections 9 

And the huge army of the world’s desires,— 
Our late edict shall strongly stand in force: 
Navarre shall be the wonder of the world; 12 
Our court shall be a little academe. 

Still and contemplative in living art. 

You three, Berowne, Dumaine, and LongaviUe, 
Have sworn for three years’ term to live with me. 
My fellow-scholars, and to keep those statutes 
That are recorded in this schedule here: 18 

Your oaths axe pass’d; and now subscribe your 
names. 

That his own hand may strike his honour down 
That violates the smallest branch herein. 21 
If you are arm’d to do, as sworn to do, 
Subscribe to your deep oaths, and keep it too. 
Long, l am resolv’d; ’tis but a three years’ 
fast: 24 

The mind shall banquet, though the body pine: 
Fat paunches have lean pates, and dainty bits 
Make rich the ribs, but bankrupt quite the wits. 

Dum. My loving lord. Dumaine is mortified : 
The grosser manner of these world’s delights 29 
He throws upon the gross world’s baser slaves: 
To love, to wealth, to pomp, I pine and die; 
With all these living in philosophy. 32 

Ber. 1 can but say their protestation over; 
So much, dear liege, I have already sworn, 
That is, to live and study here three years. 

But there are other strict observances; 3« 

As, not to see a woman in that term, 

Which I hope well is not enrolled there: 


And one day In a week to touch no food, 

And but one meal on every day beside; 40 
The which I hope is not enrolled there: 

And then, to sleep but three hours in the night. 
And not be seen to wink of all the day,— 
When I was wont to think no harm all night 44 
And make a dark night too of half the day,— 
Which I hope well is not enrolled there. 

O! these are barren tasks, too hard to keep, 
Not to see ladjes, study, Fast, not sleep. 48 

King. Your oath is pass'd to pass away from 
these. 

Ber. Let me say no, my liege, an if you please. 
I only swore to study with your Grace, 

And stay here in your courtfor threeyears’ space. 
Long. You swore to that, Berowne, and to 
the rest. 33 

Ber. By yea and nay, sir, then I swore hi Jest. 
What is the end of study ? let me know. 

King. Why, that to know which else we 
should not know. ;6 

Ber. Things hid and barr’d, you mean, from 
common sense? 

King. Ay, that is study's god like recompense. 
Ber. Come on then; I will swear to study so. 
To know the thing 1 am forbid to know; 60 
As thus: to study where I well may dine. 
When I to feast expressly am forbid; 

Or study where to meet some mistress fine, 
When mistresses from common sense are hid; 
Or, having sworn too hard-a-keeping oath, 65 
Study to break it, and not break my troth. 

If study’s gain be thus, and this be so, 

Study knows that which yet it doth not know. 
Swear me to this, and I will ne’er say no. 69 
King. These be the stops that hinder study 
quite, 

And train our intellects to vain delight. 

Ber. Why, all delights are vain; but that 
most vain 72 

Which, with pain purchas'd doth inherit pain: 
As, painfully to pore upon a book, 

To seek the light of truth; while truth the while 
Doth falsely blind the eyesight of his look: 76 
Light seeking light doth light of light beguile: 
So, ere you find where light in darkness lies, 
Your light grows dark by losing of your eyes. 
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Study me how to please the eye Indeed, So 
By fixing it upon a fairer eye. 

Who dazzling so, that eye shall be his heed. 
And give him light that it was blinded by. 
Study is like the heaven’s glorious sun, 84 
That will not be deep-search'd with saucy 
looks; 

Small have continual plodders ever won. 

Save base authority from others’ books. 
These earthly godfathers of heaven’s lights 88 
That give a name to every fixed star. 

Have no more profit of their shining nights 
Than those that walk and wot not what 
they are. 

Too much to know is to know nought but 
fame; 9s 

And every godfather can give a name. 

King. How well he’s read, to reason against 
reading! 

Dum. Proceeded well, to stop all good pro¬ 
ceeding! 

Long. He weeds the coni, and still lets grow 
the weeding. 96 

Her. The spring is near, when green geese are 
a-breeding. 

Dum. How follows that? 

Ber. Fit in his place and time. 

Dum. In reason nothing. 

Bcr. Something then, In rime. 

King. Berowne is like an envious sneaping 
frost 100 

That bites the first-born infants of the spring. 
Ber. Well, say lam: why should proud sum¬ 
mer boast 

Before the birds have any cause to sing? 
Why should I joy in an abortive birth? 104 
At Christmas I no more desire a rose 
Than wish a snow in May’s new-fangled mirth; 

But like of each thing that in season grows. 
So you, to study now it is too late, 108 

Climb o’er the house to unlock the little gate. 
King. Well, sit you out: go home, Berowne: 
adieu! 

Ber. No, my good lord; I ha ve sworn to stay 
with you: 

And though I have for barbarism spoke more 
Than for that angel knowledge you can 
say, 113 

Yet confident I’ll keep to what I swore. 

And bide the penance of each three years’ day. 
Give me the paper; let me read the same; ri« 

And to the strict'st decrees I’ll write my name. 
King. How well this yielding rescues thee 
from shame! 

Ber. Item, That no woman shall come with¬ 
in a mile of my court. Hath this been pro¬ 
claimed? in 

Long. Four days ago. 

Ber. Let’s see the penalty. On pain of losing 
her tongue. Who devised this penalty? r*4 

Long. Marry, that did I. 

Ber. Sweet lord, and why? 

Long. To fright them hence with that dread 
Penalty. 

Ber. A dangerous law against gentility! is? 
Item. If any man be seen to talk with a wo¬ 


man within the term of three years, he shall 
endure such public shame as the rest of the 
court can possibly devise. 

This article, my liege, yourself must break; 131 
For well you know here comes in embassy 
The French king’s daughter with yourself to 
speak— 

A maid of grace and complete majesty— 
About surrender up of Aquitaine 138 

To her decrepit, sick, and bed-rid father: 
Therefore this article is made in vain. 

Or vainly comes th’ admired princess hither. 
King. What say you, lords? why, this was 
quite forgot. 140 

Ber. So study evermore is overshot: 

While it doth study to have what it would. 

It doth forget to do the tiling it should; 

And when it hath the thing it hunteth most, 
’Tis won as towns with fire; so won, so lost. 14s 
King. We must of force dispense with this 
decree: 

She must lie here on mere necessity. 

Ber. Necessity will make us all forsworn 148 
Three thousand times within this three years* 
space; 

For every man with his affects is bom. 

Not by might master’d, but by special grace. 
If I break faith this word shall speak for me, 

I am forsworn ‘on mere necessity.’ 153 

So to the laws at large I write my name: 

{Subscribes. 

And he that breaks them in the least degree 
Stands in attainder of eternal shame: 156 

Suggestions are to others as to me; 

But 1 believe, although 1 seem so ioath, 

I am the last that wifi last keep his oath. 

But is there no quick recreation granted? rSo 
King. Ay, that there is. Our court, you know, 
is haunted 

With a refined traveller of Spain; 

A man in all the world’s new fashion planted. 
That hath a mint of phrases in his brain; 164 
One whom the music of his own vain tongue 
Doth ravish like enchanting harmony; 

A man of complements, whom right and wrong 
Have chose as umpire of their mutiny: I6i> 
This child of fancy, that Armado bight, 

For interim to our studies shall relate 
In high-born words the worth of many a knight 
From tawny Spain lost in the world’s debate. 
How you delight, my lords, I know not, I; 173 
But, I protest, I love to hear him lie. 

And I will use him for my minstrelsy. 

Ber. Armado is a most illustrious wight, 178 
A man of firomew words, fashion's own 
knight. 

Long. Costard the swain and he shall be our 
sport; 

And, so to study, three years is but short.' 
Enter DULL, with a letter, and COSTARD. 
Dull. Which Is the duke’s own person? 1S0 
Ber. This, fellow. What wouldst? 

Dull. I myself reprehend his own person, fat 
I am his Grace's tharborough: but I would see 
his own person in flesh and blood. 184 
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Ber. This is he. 

Dull. Signior Arm—Arm—commends you. 
Thera's vifiany abroad: this letter will tell you 
more. 188 

Cost. Sir, the contempts thereof are as touch¬ 
ing me. 

King. A letter from the magnificent Armado. 
Ber. How long soever the matter, I hope in 
God for high words. 193 


King, that unlettered small-knowing soul ,— 
Cost. Me. 23a 

King, that shallow vessel ,— 

Cost. Still me. 

King, which, as I remember, hight Cost¬ 
ard ,— 256 

Cost. O me. 

King, sorted and consorted, contrary to 
thy established proclaimed edict and continent 


Long. A high hope for a low heaven: God canon, with — with, — O! with but with this l 


grant us patience! 

Ber. To hear, or forbear laughing? 19S 
Long. To hear meekly, sir, and to laugh 
moderately; or to forbear both. 


passion to say wherewith,- 

Cost. With a wench. 2«a 

King, with a child of our grandmother 
Eve, a female; or, for thy more sweet under¬ 
woman. 


with the manner. 

Ber. In what manner? 204 

Cost. In manner and form following, sir; all 


Ber. Well, sir, be it as the style shall give us standing, a woman. Him, I,—as my ever- 
cause to climb in the merriness. 200 esteemed duty pricks me on,—have sent to thee. 

Cost. The matter is to me, sir, as concerning to receive the meed of punishment, by thy sweet 
Jacjnenetta. The manner of it is, I was taken Grace’s officer, Antony Dull; a man of good 

repute, carriage, bearing, and estimation. 269 
Dull. Me, an't please you; I am Antony Dull. 

_ ___ I King. EorJaguenetta,—so is the weaker vessel 

those three: I was seen with her in the manors called which I apprehended with the aforesaid 
house, sitting with her upon the form, and taken swain.—I keep her as a vessel of thy law’s fury; 
following her into the park; which, put together, and shall, at the least of thy sweet notice, bring 
is, in manner and form following. Now, sir, for her to trial. Thine, in all compliments of de- 

the manner,—it is the manner ofa man to speak . 

to a woman, for the form,—in some form. 

Ber. For the following, sir? 21a 

Cost. As it shall follow in my correction; and 
God defend the right! 

King. Will you hear this letter with attention? 

Ber. As we would hear an oracle. 216 what say you to this? 

Cost. Such is the simplicity of man to hearken Cost. Sir, I confess the wench, 

after the flesh. 

King. Great deputy, the welkin’s vicegerent. 


voted and heart-burning heat of duty, 276 

Don Adriano de Armado. 

Ber. This is not so well as I looked for, but 
the best that ever I heard. 

King. Ay, the best for the worst. But, sirrah, 

aSo 


King. Did you hear the proclamation ? 

Am, h« nnwi vicegerent. Cost. 1 do confess much of the hearing it, but 

and sole dominator of Navarre, my soul’s earth’s little of the marking of it. ate 

God, and body’s fostering patron, an King. It was proclaimed a year’s imprison- 

Cost. Not a word of Costard yet ment to be taken with a wench. 

King. So it is ,— Cost. I was taken with none, sir: 1 was taken 

Cost. It may be so; but if he say it is so, he with a damosel. 

Tallinn „ _ *r> llf-ll ti 


is, in telling true, but so.— 
King. Peace! 


aaj 


Cost. Be to me and even man that dares not was a virgin. 


King. Well, it was proclaimed ‘damosel.' 
Cost. This was no damosel neither, sir: she 


King. It is so varied too; for it was pro¬ 
claimed ‘virgin.* 293 

Cost. If it were, I deny her virginity: I was 


fight 228 

King. No words! 

Cost. Of other men’s secrets, I beseech you. _-.. 

King. So it is, besieged with sable-coloured taken with a maid. 
melancholy, I did commend the black-oppress- King. This maid will not serve your turn, sir. 
ing humour to the most wholesome physic of Cost. This maid will serve my turn, sir. 297 

thy health-giving air; and, as I am a gentle- King. Sir, I will pronounce your sentence: 

man, betook myself to walk. The time when? you shall fast a week with bran and water. 
About the sixth hour; when beasts most graze, Cost. I had rather pray a month with mutton 
birds best peck, and men sit down to that and porridge. 301 

nourishment which is called supper: so much King. And Don Armado shall be your keeper. 
for the time when. Now for the ground which; My Lord Berowne, see him deliver’d o’er: 
which, / mean, I walked upon: it is ycleped And go we, lords, to put in practice that 304 
thy park. _ Then for the place where ; where, / Which each to other hath so strongly sworn. 


mean, I did encounter that most obscene and 


[Exeunt kino, lonoavoxe, and dumainS. 


preposterous event, that drawethfrom my snow- Ber, I’ll lay my head to any good man’s hat, 
white pen the ebon-coloured ink, which here thou These oaths and laws wifi prove an idle scorn. 

newest, beholdest,surveyest, or seest. But to the Sirrah, come On. 308 

place where, it standeth north-north-east and Cost. I suffer for the truth, sir: for true it is 
by east from the west corner of thy curious- I was taken with laquenetta, and Jaquenetta is 
wtotted garden; there did! see that low-spirited a true girl; and therefore welcome the sour cup of 
swam, that base numow of thy mirth,— 249 prosperity 1 Affliction may one day smile again; 

Gost. Me. and till then, sit thee down, sorrow I [Exeunt. 
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Scene JL—The Sam*, 


Enter ARMADO and MOTH. 

Arm. Boy, what sign is it when a man of 
great spirit grows melancholy? 

Moth. A great sign, sir, that he will look sad. 
Arm. Why, sadness is one and the self-same 
thing, dear imp. S 

Moth. No, no; O Lord, sir, no. 

Arm. How canst thou part sadness and me¬ 
lancholy, my tender juvenal? 8 

Moth. By a familiar demonstration of the 
working, my tough senior. 

Arm. Why tough senior? why tough senior? 
Moth. Why tender juvenal? why trader juve¬ 
nal? 13 

Arm. I spoke it, tender juvenal, as a con¬ 
gruent epitheton appertaining to thy young 
days, which we may nominate tender. 16 
Moth. And I, tough senior, as an appertinent 
title to your old time, which we may name tough. 
Arm. Pretty, and apt. 

Moth. How mean you, sir? I pretty, and my 
saying apt? or I apt, and my saying pretty? 21 
Arm. Thou pretty, because little. 

Moth. Little pretty, because little. Wherefore 
apt? 24 

Arm. And therefore apt, because quick. 
Moth. Speak you this in my praise, master? 
Arm. In thy condign praise. 

Moth. I will praise an eel with the same 
praise. 29 

Arm. What! that an eel is ingenious? 

Moth. That an eel is quick. 

Arm. I do say thou art quick in answers: 
thou heatest my blood. 33 

Moth. I am answered, dr. 

Arm. I love not to be crossed. 

Moth. [Aside.] He speaks the mere contrary: 
crosses love not him. 37 

Arm. I have promised to study three years 

with the duke. 

Moth. You may do it in an hour, sir. 40 

Arm. Impossible. 

Moth. How many is one thrice told? 

Arm. I am ill at reckoning; it fitteth the 
spirit of a tapster. 44 

Moth. You are a gentleman and a gamester, 
sir. 

Arm. I confess both: they are both the var¬ 
nish of a complete man. 48 

Moth. Then, I am sure you know how much 
the gross sum of deuce-ace amounts to. 

Arm. It doth amount to one mote than two. 
Moth. Which the base vulear do call three. 
Arm. True. 53 

Moth. Why, sir, is this such a piece of study ? 
Now, here’s three studied, ere you’ll thrice wink: 
and how easy it is to put ‘years’ to the word 
three,’ and study three years in two words, the 
dancing horse will tell you. 

Arm. A most fine figure! 

Moth. To prove you a cipher. 60 

Arm. I will hereupon confess I am in love; 
and as it is base for a soldier to love, so am I in 
love with a base wench. If drawing my sword 


against the humour of affection would deliver 
me from the reprobate thought' of it, I would 
take Desire prisoner, and ransom him to any 
French courtier for a new devised curtsy. I 
think scorn to sigh: methinks I should out- 
swear Cupid. Comfort me, boy: what great men 
have been in love? 70 

Moth. Hercules, master. 

Arm. Most sweet Hercules! More authority, 
dear boy, name more; and, sweet my child, let 
them be men of good repute and carriage. 74 
Moth. Samson, master: he was a man of good 
carriage, great carriage, for he carried the town- 
gates on his back like a porter; and he was in love. 

Arm. O well-knit Samson! strong-jointed 
Samson 11 do excel thee in my rapier as much as 
thou didst me in carrying gates. I am in love 
too. Who was Samson’s love, my dear Moth? 
Moth. A woman, master. 82 

Arm. Of what complexion? 

Moth. Of all the four, or the three, or the 
two, or one of the four. 

Arm. Tell me precisely of what complexion. 
Moth. Of the sea-water green, sir. 87 

Arm. Is that one of the lour complexions? 
Moth. As I have read, sir; and the best of 
them too. 90 

Arm. Green indeed is the colour of lovers; 
but to have a love of that colour, methinks 
Samson had small reason for it. He surely 
affected her for her wit. 94 

Moth. It was so, sir, for she had a green wit. 

- Arm. My love is most immaculate white and 
red. 

Moth. Most maculate thoughts, master, are 
masked under such colours. 99 

Arm. Define, define, well-educated infant. 
Moth. My father’s wit, and my mother’s 
tongue, assist me! 

Arm. Sweet invocation of a child; most pretty 
and pathetlcal! r °4 

Moth. If she be made of white and red. 

Her faults will ne’er be known. 

For blushing cheeks by faults are bred. 

And fears by pale white shown: 108 

Then if she fear, or be to blame, 

By this you shall not know. 

For still her cheeks possess the same 
Which native she doth owe. 112 

A dangerous rime, master, against the reason of 
white and red. _ 

Arm. Is there not a ballad, boy, of the King 
and the Beggar? nd 

Moth. The world was very guilty of such a 
ballad some three ages since: but I think now 
’tis not to be found; or, if it were, it would 
neither serve for the writing nor the tune. 120 
Arm. I will have that subject newly writ o’er, 
that I may example my digression by some 
mighty precedent Boy, I do love that country 
girl that I took in the park with the rational 
hind Costard: she deserves well. 12s 

Moth. I Aside.] To be whipped; and yet a 
better love than my master. 

Arm. Sing, boy: my spirit grows heavy in 
love. 129 
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Moth. And that’s great marvel, loving a light 
wench. • 

Arm. I say, sing. 13* 

Moth. Forbear till this company be past. 

Enter dull, costard, and jaquenbtta. 

Dull. Sir, the duke’s pleasure is, that you 
keep Costard safe: and you must let him take 
no delight nor no penance, but a’ must fast three 
days a week. For this damsel, I must keep her 
at the park; she is allowed for the day-woman. 
Fare you well. 139 

Arm. Ido betray myself with blushing. Maid! 


Jag. Man? 

Arm. I will visit thee at the lodge. 

Jag. That’s hereby. 

Arm. I know where it is situate. 144 

Jag. Lord, how wise you arel 
Arm. I will tell thee wonders. 

Jag. With that face? 

Arm. I love thee. * 4 * 

Jag. So I heard you say. 

Arm. And so farewell. 

Jag. Fair weather after you! 

Dull. Come, Jaquenetta, away! 15* 

[.Exeunt dull aid JAQUENBTTA. 
Arm. Villain, thou shalt fast for thy offences 
ere thou be pardoned. 

Cost. Well, sir, I hope, when I do it, I shall 
do it on a full stomach. 156 


Arm. Thou shalt be heavily punished. 

Cost. I am more bound to you than your 
fellows, for they are but lightly rewarded. 159 
Arm. Take away this villain: shut him up. 
Moth. Come, you transgressing slave: away! 
Cost. Let me not be pent up, sir: I will fast, 
being loose. 1S3 

Moth. No, sir; that were fast and loose: thou 
shalt to prison. 

Cost, well, if ever I do see the merry days of 
desolation that 1 have seen, some shall see— 
Moth. What shall some see ? 168 

Cost. Nay, nothing, Master Moth, but what 
they look upon. It is not for prisoners to be 
too silent in their words; and therefore I will 
say nothing: I thank God I have as little pa¬ 
tience as another man, and therefore I can be 
quiet. [Exeunt moth and costard. 

Arm. I do affect the very ground, which is 
base, where her shoe, which is baser, guided by 
her foot, which is basest, doth tread. I shall be 
forsworn,—which is a great argument of false¬ 
hood,—if I love. And how can that be true love 
which is falsely attempted? Love is a familiar; 
Love is a devil: there is no evil angel but Love. 
Yet was Samson so tempted, and he had an 
excellent strength; yet was Solomon so seduced, 
and he had a very good wit. Cupid’s butt-shaft 
is too hard for Hercules' club, and therefore too 
much odds for a Spaniard’s rapier. The first 
and second clause will not serve my turn; the 
passado he respects not, the duello he regards 
not: his disgrace is to be called boy, but his 
glory is, to subdue men. Adieu, valour! rust, 
rapier! be still, drum! for your manager is in 
love;yea,heloveth- Assist me some ex temporal 


[Acrn 

god of rime, for I am sure I shall turn sonneter. 
Devise, wit: write, pen; for I am for whole 
volumes in folio. [Exit. 

ACT n 

Scene I .—The king of navarre’s Park. A 
Pavilion and Tents at a distance. 

Enter the princess of France, Rosaline, maria, 
KATHARINE, BOYET, Lords, and other Atten¬ 
dants. 

Boyet. Now, madam, summon up your 
dearest spirits: 

Consider whom the king your father sends. 

To whom he sends, and what’s his embassy: 
Yourself, held precious in the world’s esteem, 4 
To parley with the sole inheritor 
Of all perfections that a man may owe. 
Matchless Navarre; the plea of no less weight 
Than Aquitaine, a dowry for a queen. s 
Be now as prodigal of all dear grace 
As Nature was in making graces dear 
When she did starve the general world beside. 
And prodigally gave them all to you. >2 
Prin. Good Lord Boyet, my beauty, though 
but mean, 

Needs not the painted flourish of your praise: 
Beauty is bought by judgment of the eye. 

Not utter’d by base sale of chapmen’s tongues. 
I am less proud to hear you tell my worth 17 
Than you much willing to be counted wise 
In spending your wit in the praise of mine. 
But now to task the tasker: good Boyet, *0 
You are not ignorant, all-telling fame 
Doth noise abroad, Navarre hath made a vow. 
Till painful study shall out-wear three years, 
No woman may approach his silent court: 24 
Therefore to us seemth it a needful course, 
Before we enter his forbidden gates. 

To know his pleasure; and in that behalf, 

Bold of your worthiness, we single you 28 
As our best-moving fair solicitor. 

Tell him, the daughter of the King of France, 
On serious business, craving quick dispatch. 
Importunes personal conference with his Grace. 
Haste, signify so much; while we attend, 33 
Like humble-visag’d suitors, his high will. 
Boyet. Proud of employment, willingly I go. 
Prin. All pride is willing pride, and yours 
is SO. [Exit BOYET. 

Who are the votaries, my loving lords, 37 

That are vow-fellows with this virtuous duke? 
First Lord. Lord Longaville is one. 

Prin. Know you the man? 

Mar. I know him, madam: at a marriage 
feast, 40 

Between Lord Perigort and the beauteous heir 
Of Jacques Fakanbridge, solemnized 
In Normandy, saw I this Longaville. 

A man of sovereign parts he is esteem’d; 44 
Well fitted in the arts, glorious in arms: 
Nothing becomes him Ul that he would well. 
The only soil of his fair virtue’s gloss,— 

If virtue’s gloss will stain with any soil,— 48 
Is a sharp wit match’d with too blunt a will; 
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Whose edge hath power to cut, whose will still 
wills 

It should none spare that come within his power. 
Pi in. Some merry mocking lord, belike; is't 
so? Si 

Mar. They say so most that most his humours 
know. 

Prin. Such short-liv’d wits do wither as they 
grow. 

Who are the rest? 

Kath. The young Dumalne, a well-accom- 
piish’d youth, j6 

Of alt that virtue love for virtue lov’d: 

Most power to do most harm, least knowing ill. 
For he hath wit to make an ill shape good. 
And shape to w in grace though he had no wit. 

1 saw him at the Duke AJengon’s once; 61 

And much too little of that good I saw 
Is my report to his great worthiness. 

Ros. Another of these students at that time 
Was there with liirn. if I have heard a truth: 6s 
Berowne they call him; but a merrier man. 
Within the limit of becoming mirth, 

I never spent an hour's talk withal. 68 

His eye begets occasion for his wit; 

For every object that the one doth catch 
The other turns to a mirth-moving jest, 

Which ius fair tongue, conceit’s expositor, v 
Delivers in such apt and gracious words. 

That aged ears play truant at his tales, 

And younger hearings are quite ravished; 

"o sweet and voluble is his discourse. 76 
Prin. God bless my ladies! are they all in 
love. 

That every one her own hath garnished 
With such bedecking ornaments of praise? 
First Lord. Here comes Boyet. 

Re-enter BOYET. 

Prin. Now, what admittance, lord? 

Boyet. Navarre had notice of your fair ap¬ 
proach ; 81 

And he and his competitors in oath 
Were all address’d to meet you, gentle lady, 
Before T came. Marry, thus much I have leamt; 
He rather means to lodge you in the field, 85 
Tike one that comes here to besiege his court. 
Than seek a dispensation for his oath, 

To let you enter his unpeeled house. 88 

Here comes Navarre. [The Ladies mask. 

Enter kino, longa ville, dumaine, berowne, 
and Attendants. 

King. Fair princess, welcome to the court of 
Navarre. 

Prin. ‘Fair,’ I give you back again; and 
. welcome’ I have not yet: the roof of this court 
is too high to be yours, and welcome to the wide 
fields too base to be mine. 

King. You shall be welcome, madam, to my 
court. 

Prin. I will be welcome, then: conduct me 
thither. 96 

King. Hear me, dear lady; I have sworn an 
oath. 


Prin. Our Lady help my lord! he’ll be for¬ 
sworn. 

King. Not for the world, fair madam, by my 

Prin. Why, will shall break it; will, and no¬ 
thing else. 100 

King. Your ladyship is ignorant what it is. 
Prin. Were my lord so, his ignorance were 
wise, 

Where now his knowledge must prove igno¬ 
rance. 

I hear your grace ha th sworn out house-keeping: 
’Tis deadly sin to keep that oath, my lord, ioj 
And sin to break it. 

But pardon me, I am too sudden-bold: 

To teach a teacher ill beseemeth me. 108 
Vouchsafe to read the purpose of my coming. 
And suddenly resolve me in my suit. 

[Gives a paper. 

King. Madam, I will, if suddenly I may. 
Prin. You will the sooner that I were away. 
For you'll prove perjur’d if you make me 
stay. 113 

Ber. Did not I dance with you in Brabant 
once? 

Bos. Did not I dance with you in Brabant 
once’ 

Ber. I know you did. 

Ros. How needless was It then 116 

To ask the question! 

Ber. You must not be so quick. 

Ros. 'Tis Tong of you that spur rue with such 
questions. 

Ber. Your wit’s too hot, it speeds too ihst, 
'twill tire. 

Ros. Not till it leave the rider in the mire. 
Ber. What time o’ day? nr 

Ros. The hour that fools : l ould ask. 

Ber. Now fair befall your mask 1 
Ros. Fair fall the face it coversl 124 

Ber. And send you many lovers! ' 
Ros. Amen, so you be none. 

Ber. Nay, then 1 will be gone. 127 

King. Madam, your father here doth intimate 
The payment of a hundred thousand crowns; 
Being but the one half of an entire sum 
Disbursed by my father in his ware. 

But say that he, or we,—as neither have,— 13a 
Receiv’d that sum, yet there remains unpaid 
A hundred thousand more; in surety of the 
which. 

One part of Aquitaine is bound to us. 
Although not valu’d to the money's worth. 136 
If then the king your father will restore 
But that one half which is unsatisfied. 

We will give up our right in Aquitaine, 

And hold fair friendship with his majesty. 140 
But that it seems, he little purposeth. 

For here he doth demand to have repaid 
A hundred thousand crowns; and not demands, 
On payment of a hundred thousand crowns. 
To have his title live in Aquitaine; 14s 

Wlu'ch we much rather had depart withal. 

And have the money by our father lent, 

1 ban Aquitaine, so gelded as it is. 148 

Dear princess, were not his requests so far 
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From reason’s yielding, your fair self should 
make 

A yielding ’gainst some reason in my breast. 
And go well satisfied to France again, 152 
Prin. You do the king my father too much 
wrong 

And wrong the reputation of your name. 

In so unseeming to confess receipt 
Of that which hath so faithfully been paid. 156 
King. I do protest I never heard of it; 

And if you prove it. I’ll repay it back 
Or yield up Aquitaine. 

Prin. We arrest your word. 

Boyet, you can produce acquittances 160 
For such a sum from special officers 
Of Charles his father. 

King. Satisfy me so. 

Boyet. So please your Grace, the packetfe not 
come 

Where that and other specialties are bound; 164 
To-morrow you shall have a sight of them. 

King. It shall suffice me: at which interview 
All liberal reason I will yield unto. 

Meantime, receive such welcome at my hand 168 
As honour, without breach of honour, may 
Make tender of to thy true worthiness. 

You may not come, fair princess, in my gates; 
But here without you shall be so receiv’d. 17a 
As you shall deem yourself lodg’d in my heart. 
Though so denied fair harbour iq my house. 
Your own good thoughts excuse me, and fare¬ 
well: 

To-morrow shall we visit you again. 176 
Prin. Sweet health and fair desires consort 
your Grace! 

King. Thy own wish wish I thee in every 
place 1 [ Exeunt KING and his Train. 

Ber. Lady, I will commend you to mine own 
heart. 

Bos. Pray you, do my commendations; I 
would be glad to see it. r 8 o 

Ber. I would you heard it groan. 

Ros. Is the fool sick? 

Ber. Sick at the heart. 

Ros. Alack! let it blood. 184 

Ber. Would that do it good? 

Ros. My physic says, ‘ay.’ 

Ber. Will you prick’t with your eye? 

Ros. No point, with my knife. 18S 

Ber. Now, God save thy life! 

Ros. And yours from long living! 

Ber. I cannot stay thanksgiving, [fiefiri/ig. 
Dum. Sir, I pray you, a word: what lady is 
that same? 19s 

Boyet. The heir of Alengon, Katharine her 
name. 

Dum. A gallant lady. Monsieur, fare you 
well. [Exit. 

Long. I beseech you a word: what is she in 
the white? 

Boyet. A woman sometimes, an you saw her 
in the light. 196 

Long. Perchance light in die light I desire 
her name. 

Boyet. She hath but one for herself; to desire 
that, were a shame. 


Long. Pray you. sir, whose daughter? 
Boyet. Her mother's, I have heard. aoe 
Long. God's blessing on your beard! 

Boyet. Good sir, be not offended. 

She is an heir of Faiconbridge. 

Long. Nay, my choler is ended. S 04 

She is a most sweet lady. 

Boyet. Not unlike, sir; that may be. 

[Exit longavillk. 
Ber. What's her name, in the cap? 

Boyet. Rosaline, by good hap. 208 

Ber. Is she wedded or no? 

Boyet. To her will, sir, or so. 

Ber. You are welcome, sir. Adieu. 

Boyet. Farewell to me, sir, and welcome to 
you. [Exit berowne. — Ladies unmask. 
Mar. That last is Berowne, the merry mad¬ 
cap lord: 213 

Not a word with him but a jest 

Boyet. And every jest but a word. 

Prin. It was well done of you to take him at 
his word. 

Boyet. I was as willing to grapple, as be was 
to board. 216 

Mar. Two hot sheeps, marry! 

Boyet. And wherefore not ships? 

No sheep, sweet lamb, unless we feed on your 
lips. 

Mar. You sheep, and I pasture: shall that 
finish the jest? 

Boyet. So you grant pasture for me. 

[Offering to kiss her. 
Mar. Not so, gentle beast. 220 

My lips are no common, though several they be. 
Boyet. Belonging to whom? 

Mar. To my fortunes and me. 

Prin. Good wits will be jangling-.but, gentles, 


agree. 

This civil war of wits were much better us’d 224 
On Navarre and his book-men, for here 'tis 
abus’d. 

Boyet. If my observation,—which very sel¬ 
dom lies,— 

By the heart's still rhetoric disclosed with eyes. 
Deceive me not now, Navarre is infected. 22S 

Prin. With what? 

Boyet. With that which we lovers entitle 
affected. 

Prin. Your reason. 

Boyet. Why, all hit behaviours did make 
their retire 232 

To the court ofhis eye, peeping thorough desire; 
His heart, like an agate, with your print im¬ 
press’d. 

Proud with his form, in his eye pride express’d: 
His tongue, all impatient to speak and not see. 
Did stumble with haste in his eyesight to be; 
All senses to that sense did make their repair, 
To feel only looking on fairest of fair, 
Methought all his senses were lock’d in his eye, 
As jewels in crystal for some prince to buy; 241 
Who, tend’ring their own worth from where they 
were glass d. 

Did point you to buy them, along as you pass’d. 
His face’s own margent did quote such amazes. 
That all eyes saw his eyes enchanted with gazes. 
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I’ll give you Aquitaine, ami all mat is his, 246 
An' you give him tor my sake but one loving 
kiss. 

Prin. Come to our pavilion: Boyet is d ispos'd. 

Boyet. But to speak that in words which his 
eye hath disclos'd. 

i only have made a mouth of his eye. 

By adding a tongue which I know will not lie. 

Bos. Thou art an old love-monger, and 
speak’st skilfully. 252 

Mar. He is Cupid’s grandfather and learns 
news of him. 

Bos. Then was Venus like her mother, for 
her father is but grim. 

Boyet. Do you hear, my mad wenches? 

Mar. No. 

Boyet. What, then, do you see? 

Bos. Ay our way to be gone. 

Boyet. You are too hard for me. 256 

{Exeunt. 


ACT in 

Scene I.— The kino of Navarre's Park. 

Enter armado and moth. 

Arm. Warble, child; make passionate my 
sense of hearing. 

Moth. [Singing.'] Concolinel ,— 3 

Arm. Sweet air! Go, tenderness of years; 
take this key, give enlargement to the swain, 
bring him festinately hither; I must employ him 
in a letter to my love. 

Moth. Master, will you win your love with a 
French brawl? 9 

Arm. How meanest thou? brawling in 
French? 

Moth. No, my complete master; but to jig oft 
a tune at the tongue’s end, canary to it with your 
feet, humour it with turning up your eyelids, 
sigh a note and sing a note, sometime through 
the throat, as if you swallowed love by singing 
love, sometime through thenose, asify ousnuffed 
up love by smelling love; with your hat pent¬ 
house-like o’er the shop of your eyes; with your 
arms crossed on your thin belly-doublet like a 
rabbit on a spit; or your hands in your pocket 
like a man after the old painting; and keep not 
too long in one tune, but a snip and away. These 
are complements, these are humours, these be¬ 
tray nice wenches, that would be betrayed with¬ 
out these; and make them men of note,—do you 
note me?—that most are affected to these. 27 
Arm. How hast thou purchased this ex¬ 
perience? 

Moth. By my penny of observation. 

Arm. But O—but O,— 

Moth. ‘The.hobby-horse is forgot.’ 32 
Arm. Callest thou my love ‘hobby-horse? 
Moth. No, master; the hobby-horse is but a 
colt, and your love perhaps, a hackney. But 
have you forgot your love? 36 

Arm. Almost I had. 

Moth. Negligent student! leant her by heart 
Arm. By heart, and in heart, boy. 


Moth. And out of heart, master: all those 
three 1 will prove. 41 

Arm. What wilt thou prove ? 

Moth. A man, if 1 live; and this, by, in, and 
without, upon the instant; by heart you love 
her, because your heart cannot come by her; in 
heart you love her, because your heart is in love 
with her; and out of heart you love her, being 
out of heart that you cannot enjoy her. 4s 
Arm. I am all these three. 

Moth. And three times as much more, and 
yet nothing at all. 

Arm. Fetch hither the swain: he must carry 
me a letter. 53 

Moth. A message well sympathized: a horse 
to be ambassador for an ass. 

Arm. Ha, ha! what sayest thou? 56 

Moth. Marry, sir, you must send the ass upon 
the horse, for he is very slow-gaited. But I go. 
Arm. The way is but short: away! 

Moth. As swift as lead, sir. 60 

Arm. Thy meaning, pretty ingenious? 

Is not lead a metal heavy, dull, and slow? 
Moth. Minime, honest master; or rather, 
master, no. 

Arm. 1 say, lead is slow. 

Moth. You are too swift, sir, to say so: 
Is that lead slow which is fir’d trom a gun? 6 j 
Arm. Sweet smoke of rhetoric! 

He reputes me a cannon; and the bullet, that's 
he: 

I shoot thee at the swain. 

Moth. Thump then, and I flee. {Exit. 
Arm. A most acute juvenal; volable and fine 
of grace! «9 

By thy favour, sweet welkin, I must sigh in thy 
face: 

Most rude melancholy, valour gives thee place. 
My herald is return’d. 72 

Be-enter MOTH with costard. 

Moth. A wonder, master! here’s a costard 
broken in a shin. 

Arm. Some enigma, some riddle: come, thy 
J’envoy; begin. 

Corf. No egma.no riddle, no Venvoy, no salve 
in the mail, sir. O! sir, plantain, a plain plan¬ 
tain : no Venvoy, no I'en voy : no salve, sir, but a 
plantain. 78 

Arm. By virtue, thou enforces! laughter: thy 
silly thought, my spleen; the heaving of my 
lungs provokes me to ridiculous smiling: O! 
pardon me, my stars. Doth the inconsiderate 
take salve for ['envoy, and the word 1 'envoy for 
a salve? . . . 84 

Moth. Do the wise think them other? is not 
I’envoy a salve? 

Arm. No,page:itisanepilogueordiscourse, 
to make plain 

Some obscure precedence that hath tofore been 
sain. 88 

I will example it: 

The fox, the ape, and the humble-bee 
Were still at odds, being but three. 
There’s the moral. Now the Venvoy. 92 
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Moth. I will add die I’envoy. Say the moral 
again. 

Arm. The fox, the ape, and the humble-bee. 
Were still at odds, being but three. 96 
Moth. Until the goose came out of door, 
And stay’d the odds by adding four. 
Now will I begin your moral, and do you follow 
with my I’envoy. too 

The fox, the ape, and the humble-bee. 
Were still atodds, being but three. 
Arm. Until the goose came out of door, 

Staying the odds by adding four. 104 
Moth. A good I’envoy, ending in the goose. 
Would you desire more? 

Cost. The boy hath sold him a bargain, a 
goose, that's flat. 

Sir, your pennyworth is good an your goose be 
fat. 108 

To sell a bargain well is as cunning as fast and 
loose: 

Let me see; a fat I’envoy; ay, that’s a fat 
goose. 

Arm. Come hither, come hither. How did 
this argument begin? 

Moth. By saying that a costard was broken 
in a shin. 112 

Then call'd you for the I’envoy. 

Cost. True, and I for a plantain: thus came 
your argument in; 

Then the boy’s fat I’envoy, the goose that you 
bought; 

And he ended the market. u< 

Arm. But tell me; bow was there a costard 
broken in a shin? 

Moth. I will tell you sensibly. 

Cost. Thou hast no feeling of it, Moth: I will 
speak that I’envoy: 121 

LCostard, running out, that was safely within, 
Fell over the threshold and broke my shin. 
Arm. We will talk no more of this matter. 124 
Cost. Till there be more matter in the shin. 
Arm. Sirrah Costard, I will enfranchise thee. 
Cost. Ol marry me to one Frances: I smell 
some I’envoy, some goose, in this. 128 

Arm. By my sweet soul, I mean setting thee 
at liberty, enfreedoming thy person: thou wert 
immured, restrained, captivated, bound. 

Cost. True, true, and now vou will be my pur¬ 
gation and let me loose. 133 

Arm. I give thee thy liberty, set thee from 
durance: and in lieu thereof, impose upon thee 
nothing but this:— [Giving a letter J Bear this 
significant to the country maid Jaquenetta. 
[Giving money.] There is remuneration; for 
the best ward of mine honour is rewarding my 
dependents. Moth, follow. [Exit. 

Moth. Like the sequel, I. Signior Costard, 
adieu. 141 

Cost. My sweet ounce of man's flesh! my 
incony Jew! [Exit moth. 

Now will i look to his remuneration. Remune¬ 
ration! O! that’s the Latin word for three far¬ 
things : three farthings, remuneration. ‘ What's 
the price of this inkle?’ ‘One penny.’ ‘No, I’ll 
rive you a remuneration:’ why, it carries it. 
Remuneration I why, it is a fairer name than 


French crown. I will never buy and sell out of 
this word. 


Enter berowne. 

Ber. Ol my good knave Costard, exceedingly 
well met. 152 

Cost. Pray you, sir, how much carnation 
riband may a man buy for a remuneration? 
Ber. What is a remuneration? 

Cost. Marry, sir, halfpenny farthing. 156 
Ber. Why then, Utree-farthing-worth of silk. 
Cost. I thank your worship. God be wi' 
you! 

Ber. Stay, slave; I must employ thee: 160 
As thou wilt win my favour, good my knave, 
Do one thing for me that 1 shall entreat. 

Cost. When would you have it done, sir? 
Ber. O, this afternoon. 184 

Cost. Well, I will do it, sir! fare you well. 
Ber. O, thou knowest not what it is. 

Cost. I shall know, sir, when I have done it. 
Ber. Why, villain, thou must know first. 168 
Cost. I will come to your worship to-morrow 
rooming. 

Ber. It must be done this afternoon. Hark, 
slave, it is but this: 172 

The princess comes to hunt here in the park, 
And in her train there is a gentle lady; 

When tongues speak sweetly, then they name 
her name, 

And Rosaline they call her: ask for her 176 
And to her white hand see thou do commend 
This seal'd-up counsel, iGiver him a shilling.] 
There’s thy guerdon: go. 

Cost. Gardon, O sweet gardon! better than 
remuneration; a ’leven-pence farthing better. 
Most sweet gardon! I will do it, sir, in print. 
Gardon! remuneration! [Exit. 

Ber. And I,— 

Forsooth, in love! I, that have beenlove’s whip; 
A very beadle to a humorous sigh; 18} 

A critic, nay, a night-watch constable, 

A domineering pedtnt o’er the boy, 

Than whom no mortal so magnificent! 188 
This wimpled, whining, purblind, wayward boy. 
This senior-junior, giant-dwarf, Dan Cupid; 
Regent of love-rimes, lord of folded arms. 

The anointed sovereign of sighs and groans, 192 
Liege of all loiterers and malecontents, 

Dread prince of plackets, king of codpieces. 
Sole imperator and great general 
Of trotting ’paritors: O my little heart! 196 
And I to be a corporal of his field, 

And wear his colours like a tumbler’s hoop! 
What II I lovel I sue! I seek a wife! 

A woman that is like a German clock, 200 
Still a-repairing, ever out of frame. 

And never going aright, being a watch, 

But being watch’d that it may still go right! 
Nay, to be perjur’d, which is worst of an; 204 
And, among three, to love the worst of all; 

A wightly wanton with a velvet brow. 

With two pitch balls stuck in her face for eyes; 
Ay.and, by heaven, one thatwill do thedeed 208 
■ hough Argus were her eunuch and her guard: 
And I to sigh for her! to watch for her! 
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To pray for her! Go to; it is a plague 
That Cupid will impose for my neglect 212 
Of his almighty dreadful little might. 

Well, I will love, write, sigh, pray, sue, and 
groan: 

Some men must love my lady, and some Joan. 

t&cii. 

ACT IV 

Scene I .—The king of navarre’s Park. 
Enter the princess, Rosaline, maria, Katha¬ 
rine, boyet, Lords, Attendants, and a 
Forester. 

Prin. Was that the king, that spurr’d his 
horse so hard 

Against the steep uprising of the hill ? 

Boyet. I know not; but I think it was not he. 
Prin. Whoe’er a’ was, a’ show’d a mounting 
mind. 4 

Well, lords, to-day we shall have our dispatch; 
On Saturday we will return to France. 

Then, forester, my friend, where is the bush 
That we must stand and play the murderer in ? 8 
For. Hereby, upon the edge of yonder cop¬ 
pice; 

A stand where you may make the fairest shoot. 
Prin. 1 thank my beauty, I am fair that 
shoot, ir 

And thereupon thou speak’st the fairest shoot. 
For. Pardon me, madam, for I meant not so. 
Prin. What, what? first praise me, and again 
say no? 

O short-liv’d pride! Not fair? alack for woe! 
For. Yes, madam, fair. 

Prin. Nay, never paint me now: is 

Where fair is not, praise cannot mend the brow. 
Here, good my glass ;—(Gives money.] Take 
this for telling true: 

Fair payment for foul words is more than due. 
For. Nothing but fair is that which you in¬ 
herit. 40 

Prin. See, sec! my beauty will be sav’d by 
merit. 

O heresy in fair, fit for these days! 

A giving hand, though foul, shall have fair 
praise. 

But come, the bow: now mercy goes to kill, 24 
And shooting well is then accounted ill. 

Thus will 1 save my credit in the shoot: 

Not wounding, pity would not let me do’t; 

If wounding, then it was to show my skill, 28 
That more for praise than purpose meant to 
kill. 

And out of question so it is sometimes, 

Giory grows guilty of detested crimes, 

When, for fame’s sake, for praise, an outward 
part, 34 

AVe bend to that the working of the heart; 

As I for praise alone now seek to spiil 
I he poor deer’s blood, that my heart means no 
ill. 

Boyet. Do not curat wives hold that self- 
sovereignty 3 c 

Only for praise’ sake, when they strive to be 
Lords o’er their lords? 


Prin. Only for praise; and praise we may 
afford 

To any lady that subdues a lord. 40 

Enter COSTARD. 

Boyet. Here comesa member of the common¬ 
wealth. 

Cost. Goddig-you-denall! Pray you, which 
is the head lady? 

Prin. Thou sbalt know her, fellow, by the 
rest that have no heads. 45 

Cost. Which is the greatest lady, the highest ? 
Prin. The thickest, and the tallest. 

Cost. The thickest, and the tallest! it is so; 
truth is truth. 48 

An your waist, mistress, were as slender as my 
wit. 

One o’ these maids’ girdles foryour waist should 
be fit. 

Are not you the chief woman? you are the 
thickest here. 

Prin. What’s your will, sir ? what’s your will ? 
Cost. I have a letter from Monsieur Berowne 
to one Lady Rosaline. 53 

Prin. Ol thy letter, thy letter; he’s a good 
friend of mine. 

Stand aside, good hearer. Boyet, you can carve ; 
Break up this capon. 

Boyet. I am bound to serve. 56 

This letter is mistook; it importeth none here; 
It is writ to Jaquenetta. 

Prin. We will read it, I swear. 

Break the neck of the wax. and every one give 
ear. 

Boyet. By heaven, that thou art fair, is most 
infallible; true, that thou art beauteous; truth 
itself, that thou art lovely. More fairer than 
fair, beautiful than beauteous, truer than truth 
itself, have commiseration on thy herokal vas¬ 
salI The magnanimous and most illustrate 
king Cophctua set eye upon the pernicious and 
indubitate beggar Zenelophon, and he it was 
that might rightly say veni, vidi, vici; which to 
anatomize in the vulgar—O base and obscure 
vulgar! —videlicet, he came, saw, and overcame; 
he came, one; saw, tsvo; overcame, three. Who 
came? the king; Why did he come f to see; Why 
did he sec? to overcome: To whom came he? to 
the beggar: What saw he? the beggar. Whom 
overcame he? the beggar. The conclusion is 
victory; on whose side? the king's; the captive 
is enriched: on whose side? the beggar’s. The 
catastrophe is a. nuptial: on whose side? the 
king's , no, on both in one, or one in both. I am 
the king, for so stands the comparison; thou 
the beggar, for so witnesseth thy lowliness. Shall 
J command thy love? I may: Shall l enforce 
thy lore? I could: Shall / entreat thy love? I 
will. What shall thou exchange for rags ? robes; 
for tittles? titles; for thyself? me. Thus, ex¬ 
pecting thy reply, I profane my lips on thy foot, 
my eyes on thy picture, and my heart on thy 
every part. 88 

Thine, in the dearest design of Industry, 
Don Abmiano ok Amuado. 


f 
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Thus dost thou hear the Nemean lion roar 
'Gainst thee, thou lamb, that standest as his 
prey: 92 

Submissive fall his princely feet before. 

And he from forage will incline to play. 

But if thou strive, poor soul, what art thou 
then? 

Food for his rage, repasture for his den. 96 
Prin. What plume of feathers is he that in¬ 
dited this letter? 

What vane? what weathercock? did you ever 
hear better? 

Boyet. I am much deceiv'd but 1 remember 
the style. 

Prin. Else your memory is bad, going o’er it 
erewbile. too 

Boyet. This Armado is a Spaniard, that keeps 
here in court; 

A phantasime, a Monarcho, and one that makes 
sport 

To the prince and his book-mates. 

Prin. Thou, fellow, a word. 

Who gave thee this letter? 

Cost. 1 told you; my lord. 104 

Prin. To whom shouldst thou give it? 

Cost. From my lord to my lady. 

Prin. From which lord, to which lady? 

Cost. From my lord Berowne, a good master 
of mine. 

To a lady of France, that he call’d Rosaline. 
Prin. Thou hast mistaken his letter. Come, 
lords, away. 109 

Here, sweet, put up this: 'twill be thine another 
day. [Exeunt princess and Train. 

Boyet. Who is the suitor? who is the suitor? 
Ros. Shall I teach you to know? 

Boyet. Ay, my continent of beauty. 

Ros. Why, she that bears the bow. 

Finely put off! 113 

Boyet. My lady goes to kill horns; but, if 
thou marry, 

Hang me by the neck if horns that year mis¬ 
carry. 

Finely put on! «i6 

Ros. Well then, I am the shooter. 

Boyet. And who is your deer? 

Ros. If we choose by the horns, yourself: 
come not near. 

Finely put on, indeed! 

Mar. You still wrangle with her, Boyet, and 
she strikes at the brow. 120 

Boyet. But she herself is hit lower: have I hit 
her now? 

Ros. Shall I come upon thee with an old say¬ 
ing, that was a man when King Pepin of France 
was a little boy, as touching the hit it ? 124 

Boyet. So may I answer thee with one as 
old, that was a woman when Queen Guinever 
of Britain was a little wench, as touching the 
hit it. 128 

Ros. Thou const not hit it, hit it, hit it, 

Thou const not hit it, my good man. 
Boyet. An / cannot, cannot, cannot. 

An I cannot, another can. 132 

(Exeunt Rosaline and Katharine. 


[act iv 

Cost. By my troth, most pleasant: how both 
did fit it! 

Mar. A mark marvellous well shot, for they 
both did hit it. 

Boyet. A mark! O! mark but that mark; a 
mark, says my lady! 

Let the mark have a prick in’t, to mete at, if it 
may be. 136 

Mar. Wide o* the bow hand! i* faith your 
hand is out. 

Cost. Indeed a’ must shoot nearer, or he’ll 
ne’er hit the clout. 

Boyet. An’ if my band be out, then belike 
your hand is in. 

Cost. Then will she get the upshoot by cleav¬ 
ing the pin. 140 

Mar. Come, come, you talk greasily; your 
lips grow foul. 

Cost. She’s too hard for you at pricks, sir: 
challenge her to bowl. 

Boyet. I fear too much rubbing. Goodnight, 
my good owl. [Exeunt boyet and maria. 

Cost. By my soul, a swain! a most simple 
clown! 144 

Lord, lord how the ladies and I have put him 
down! 

O’ my troth, most sweet jests! most incony vul¬ 
gar witl 

When it comes so smoothly off, so obscenely, 
as it were, so fit, 

Armado, o’ the one side, O! a most dainty man. 

To see him walk before a lady, and to bear her 
fan! 149 

To see him kiss his hand! and how most sweetly 
a’ will swear! 

And his page o’ t’other side, that handful of 
wit! 

Ah! heavens, it is a most pathetical nit. 132 

[Shouting within .] Sola, sola! [Exit running. 


Scene II. —The Same. 

Enter holofernes* sot Nathaniel, and dull. 

Nath. Very reverend sport, truly: and done 
in the testimony of a good conscience. 

Hoi. The deer was, as you know, sanguis , in 
blood; ripe as a pomewater, who now hangeth 
like a jewel in the ear of calo, the sky, the welkin, 
the heaven; and anon falleth like a crab on the 
face of terra, the soil, the land, the earth. 7 
Nath. Truly, Master Hoiofemes, the epithets 
are sweetly varied, like a scholar at the least: but, 
sir, I assure ye, it was a buck of the first bead. 
Hot. Sir Nathaniel, baud credo. 11 

Dull. Twas no t a baud credo ; ’twas a pricket. 
Hoi. Most barbarous intimation! yet a kind 
of insinuation, as it were, in via, in way, of ex¬ 
plication; facere, as it were, replication, or, 
rather, ostentare, to show, as it were, his inclina¬ 
tion,—after his undressed, unpolished, unedu¬ 
cated, unpruned, untrained, or, rather, un¬ 
lettered, or, ra thereat, unconfirmed fashion,—to 
insert again my baud credo for a deer. so 
Dull. I said the deer was not a baud credo ; 
twas a pricket. 
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Hoi. Twice sod simplicity, bis cactus! 

O ! thou monster Ignorance, how deformed dost 
Cxiou look 1 24 

Nath. Sir. he hath not fed of the dainties that 
are bred of a book; 

he hath not eat paper, as it were; he hath not 
drank ink: his intellect is not replenished; he is 
only an animal, only sensible in the duller parts: 
And such barren plants are set before us, that 
we thankful should be, m 

Which we of taste and feeling are, for those 
parts that do fructify in us more than he; 
For as it would ill become me to be vain, indis¬ 
creet, or a fool: 

So, were there a patch set on learning, to see 
him in a school: 33 

But, orrme bene, say I; being of an old Father’s 
mind. 

Many can brook the weather that love not the 
wind. 

Dull. You two are book-men: can you tell by 
your wit, 

What was a month old at Cain’s birth, that’s 
not five weeks old as yet? 36 

Hoi. Dictynna. goodman Dull: Dictynna, 
goodman Dull. 

Dull. What is Dictynna? 

Nath. A title to Phoebe, to Luna, to the moon. 
Hoi. The moon was a month old when Adam 
was no more; 40 

And raught not to five weeks when he came to 
five-score. 

The allusion holds in the exchange. 

Dull. Tis true indeed: the collusion holds in 
the exchange. 

Hoi. God comfort thy capacity! I say, the 
allusion holds in the exchange. 43 

Dull. And I say the pollution holds in the 
exchange, for the moon is never but a month old; 
and 1 say beside that ’twas a pricket that the 
princess killed. 49 

Hot. Sir Nathaniel, will you hear an extem- 
poral epitaph on the death of the deer? and, to 
humour the ignorant, I have call’d the deer the 
princess killed, a pricket. 53 

Nath. /Wtfe, good MasterHolofernes.perge; 
so it shall please you to abrogate scurrility. 

Hal. i will something affect the letter; for it 
aryucs facility. 57 

l hr preyful pr inerts pierc'd and prick’d a pretty 
(drusmy pricket; 

Same my a sore; but not a sore, till now made 
,, sore with shooting. 

I he days did yell; put L to sore, then sorel jumps 
/turn thicket; 60 

Or pricket, sore, or else sorel; the people fall a 
hooting. 

V sore be sore, then L to sore makes fifty sores 
one sorel! 

Of one sore 1 a hundred make, by adding but 
one more h. 

Nath. A rare talent! 64 

Dull. \Asidc.) If a talent be a daw, look how 
he claws him with a talent. 

H"I. This is a gift that I have, simple, simple; 
a loutish extravagant spirit, full offotms, figures. 


shapes, objects, ideas, apprehensions, motions, 
revolutions: these are begot in the ventricle of 
memory, nourished in the womb of pia mater, 
and delivered upon the mellowing of occasion. 
But the gift is good in those in whom it is acute, 
and I am thankful for it. 74 

Nath. Sir, I praise the Lord for you, and so 
may my parishioners; for their sons are weH 
tutored by you, and their daughters profit very 
greatly under you: you are a good member at 
the commonwealth. 79 

Hoi. Mehercle! iftheir sons be ingenuous, they 
shall want no instruction; if their daughters be 
capable, 1 will put it to them. But, vir sapit qui 
pauca loquitur. A soul feminine saluteth us. 


Enter jaquenetta and COSTARD. 

Jaq. God give you good morrow, Master parson. 
Hoi. Master parson, quasi pers-on. An if 
one should be pierced, which is the one? 

Cost. Marry, Master schoolmaster, he that is 
likest to a hogshead. 88 

Hoi. Piercing a hogshead! a good lustre of 
conceit in a turf of earth; fire enough for a flint. 
Pearl enough for a swine: ’tis pretty; it is well. 

Jaq. Good Master parson [giving a letter to 
Nathaniel], be so good as read me this letter: 
it was given me by Costard, and sent me from 
Don Armado: I beseech you, read it. 93 
Hoi. Fauste, precor gelida quando pecus 
omne sub umbra Ruminat, and so forth. Ah! 
good old Mantuan. I may speak of thee as the 
traveller doth of Venice: 

— Venetia, Venetia, 100 

Chi non te vede, non te pretla. 

Old Mantuan) old Mantuan! Who under- 
standeth thee not, loves thee not. lit, re, sol, 
la, mi, fa. Under pardon, sir, what are the con¬ 
tents ? or, rather, as Horace says in his—-What, 
my soul, verses? 

Nath. Ay, sir, and very learned. 

Hoi. Let me hear a staff, a stanze, a verse: 
lege, domine. 109 

Nath. If love make me forswore, bow (hall I swear to 

love? 

Ah! never faith coaid hold, if not to beauty vow'd; 
Though to myself forswore, to thee I’d faithful prove; 
Those thoughts to me were oaks, to thee like osiers 
bow’d. XI3 

Study his bias leaves and makes his book thine eyes. 
Where all those pleasures live that art would com¬ 
prehend : 

If knowledge be the mark, to know thee shall suffice. 
Well learned is that tongue that well can thee com¬ 
mend; U7 

All ignorant that soul that sees thee without wonder; 

Which is to me some praise that I thy parts admire. 
Thy eye love's lightning bears, thy voice hit dreadful 
thunder, iso 

Which, not to anger bent, is music and sw e et fire. 
Celestial as thou art, O! pardon love this wrong. 

That sings heaven’s praise with such an earthly tongue! 


Hoi. You find not the apostrophas, and ao 
miss the accent: let me supervise the canzonet. 
Here are only numbers ratified; but, for the 
elegancy, facility, and golden cad enc e of poesy, 
caret. Ovidius Naso was the man: ana why. 
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indeed, Naso, but for smelling out the odori¬ 
ferous flowers of fancy, the jerks of invention? 
lmitari is nothing; so doth the hound his 
master, the ape his keeper, the 'tired horse his 
rider. But, damosella virgin, was this directed 
to you? 

Jag. Ay, sir; from one Monsieur Berowne, 
one of the strange queen’s lords. 136 

Hoi. I will overglance the superscript, to 
the snow-white hand of the most beauteous 
Lady Rosaline. I will look again on the intel¬ 
lect of the letter, for the nomination of the pa: ty 
writing to the person written unto: Your lady¬ 
ship's , in ali desired employment, Berowne.— 
SirNathaniel, this Berowne is one of the votaries 
with the king; and here he hath framed a letter 
to a sequent of the stranger queen’s, which, acci¬ 
dentally, or by the way of progression, hath mis¬ 
carried. Trip and go, my sweet; deliver this 
paper into the royal hand of the king; it may 
concern much. Stay not thy compliment; I 
forgive thy duty: adieu. 

Jag. Good Costard, go with me. Sir, God 
save your life! isa 

Cost. Have with thee, my girl. 

[Exeunt costard and jaqxjenetta. 
Nath. Sir, you have done this in the fear of 
God, very religiously; and, as a certain Father 
saith— 156 

Hoi. Sir, tell not me of the Father; I do fear 
colourable colours. But to return to the verses: 
did they please you, Sir Nathaniel? 

Nath. Marvellous well for the pen 160 

Hoi. I do dine to-day at the father’s of a 
certain pupil of mine; where, if before repast it 
shall please you to gratify the table with a grace, 
I will, on my privilege 1 have with the parents 
of the foresaid child or pupil, undertake your 
ben ver.uto ; where I will prove those verses to 
be very unlearned, neither savouring of poetry, 
wit, nor invention. I beseech your society. 166 
Nath. And thank you too; for society—saith 
the teat—is the happiness of life. 

Hoi. And.certcs, the text most infallibly con¬ 
cludes if.—[ 7 b mu.] Sir, I do invite you too: 
you shall not say me nay: pauca verba. Away! 
the gentles are at their game, and we will to our 
recreation. [ Exeunt, 


ScrXE m .—The Same. 

Enter berowne, with a paper. 

Ber. The king he is hunting the deer; X am 
coursing myself: they have pitched a toil; I am 
toiling in a pitch,—pitch that defiles: defile! a 
foul word! Well, sit thee down, sorrow! for so 
they say the fool said, and so say I, and I the 
fool: well proved, wit! By the Lord, this love is 
as mad as Ajax: it kills sheep: it kills me, I a 
sheep: well proved again o’ my side! I will not 
love: if I do, hang me: i’ faith, X will not. O! 
but her eye,—by this light, but for her eye, I 
would not love her; yes, for her two eyes. Well, 
I do nothing in the world but lie, and lie in my 
throat. By heaven, I do love, and it hath 


taught me to rime, and to be melancholy; and 
here is part of my rime, and here my melan¬ 
choly. Well, she hath one o’ my sonnets al¬ 
ready: the clown bore it, the fool sent it, and 
the lady hath it: sweet clown, sweeter fool, 
sweetest lady l By the world, I would not care a 
pin if the other three were in. Xlere comes one 
with a paper: God give him grace to groan! 21 
[Gets up into a tree. 

Enter the KINO, with a paper. 

King. Ah me! 

Ber. [Aside.] Shot, by heaven! Proceed, 
sweet Cupid: thou hast thumped him with 
thy bird-bolt under the left pap. In faith, 
secrets! 

King. So sweet > kiss the golden sun gives not 
To those fresh morning drops upon the rose, 28 
As thy eye-beams, when their fresh rays have smote 
The night of dew that on my cheeks down flows: 

Nor shines die Sliver moon one hall' so bright 
Through the transparent bosom of the deep, 32 
As doth lliy face, through tears of mine give light; 

Thou shin’st in every tear that X do weep: 

No drop but as a coach doth carry thee; 

So ridest thou triumphing in my woe. 3« 

Do but behold the tears that swell in me. 

And they thy glory through my grief will show: 

But do not love thyself; then thou wilt keep 

My tears for glasses, and still make me weep. 40 

O queen of queens! how far thou dost excel. 

No thought can think, nor tongue of mortal telL 

How shall she know my griefs? I’ll drop the 
paper: 

Sweet leaves, shade folly. Who Is he comes 
here? [Sfepj aside. 

What, Longaville! and reading! listen, ear. 4S 
Enter LONGAVILLE, with a paper. 

Ber. Now, in thy likeness, one more fool 
appear! 

Long. Ay me 1 I am forsworn. 

Ber. Why, he comes in like a perjure, wear¬ 
ing papers. 48 

King. In love, T hope: sweet fellowship in 
shame! 

Ber. One drunkard loves another of the 
name. 

Long. Am I the first that have been per¬ 
jur’d so? 

Ber. I could put tbee in comfort: not by two 
that I know: 52 

Thou mak’st the triumviry, the corner-cap of 

society. 

The shape of love’s Tyburn, that hangs up sim¬ 
plicity. 

Long. I fear these stubborn lines lack power 
to move. 

O sweet Maria, empress of my lovel 36 

These numbers will I tear, and write In prose. 
Ber. O! rimes are guards on wanton Cupid’s 
hose: 

Disfigure not his slop. 

Long. This lame shall go. 

Did Dot the heavenly rhetoric of thine eye, do 

’Gainst whom the world cannot hold argumenL 
Persuade my heart to this false petjuty? 

Vows for thee broke deserve not punishment. 
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A woman I fonwoie; but I win pram, £4 

Tbou being a goddess, I forswore not thee: 

My vow was earthly, thou a heavenly love; 

Thy gTace, being gain'd, cures all disgrace in me. 

Vowi are but breath, and breath a vapour is; 08 

Then tbou, fair sun, which on my earth dost shine, 
Exhal’at this vapour-vow; in thee it is: 

If broken, then, it is no fault of mine; 

If by me broke, what fool is not so wise 72 

To lose an oath to win a paradise! 

Ber. This i3 the liver-vein, which makes flesh 
a deity; 

A green goose a goddess; pure, pure idolatry. 
Cod amend us. Cod amend! we are much out 
o’ the way. 76 

Long, By whom shall I send this?—Com¬ 
pany! stay. (Steps aside. 

Ber. Ail hid, all hid; an old infant play. 
Like a demi-god here sit 1 in the sky, 

And wretched fools' secrets heedfully o’er-eye. 
More sacks to the mill! O heavens! I have my 
wish. St 

Enter dumaine, with a paper. 
Dumaine transform'd: four woodcocks in a 
dish! 

Dum. O most divine Kate! 

Ber. O most profane coxcomb! 84 

Dum. By heaven, the wonder of a mortal 
eye! 

Ber. By earth, she is but corporal; there you 
lie. 

Dum. Her amber hairs foi foul have amber 
quoted. 

Ber. An amber-colour'd raven was well 
noted. 88 

Dum. As upright as the cedar. 

Ber. Stoop, I say; 

Her shoulder is with child. 

Dum. As fair as day. 

Ber. Ay, as some days; but then no sun must 
shine. 

Dum. O! that I had my wish. 

Long. And I had mine! 9s 

King. And I mine too, good Lord! 

Ber. Amen, so I had mine. Is not that a 
good word? 

Dum. I would forget her; but a fever she 
Reigns in my blood, and will remember’d be. 96 
Ber. A fever in your blood! why, then inci¬ 
sion 

Would let her out in saucers: sweet misprision! 
Dum. Once more I’ll read the ode that I 
have writ 

Ber. Once mote m mark how love can vary 

wit 100 

Dum. On s day, alack the day! 

Love, whose month is ever May, 

Spied a blossom passing fair 

Playing in the wanton air: SH 

Through the velvet leaves the wind, 

AH unseen, ‘gan passage find; 

That the lover, sick to death, 

Wish’d himself the heaven’s breath. 108 

Air, quoth be, thy cheeks may Mow; 

Air, would I might triumph sol 

But slack! my hand is sworn 

Ne'er to pluck thee from thy thorn) Its 


Vow, aleck! for youth unmeet. 

Youth so apt to pluck a sweet. 

Do not call it sin in me. 

That I am forsworn for thee; lid 

Thou for whom e'en Jove would swear 
Juno but an Etbiop were; 

And deny himself for Jove, 

Turning mortal for thy love. 120 

This will I send, and something else more plain, 
That shall express my true love’s fasting pain. 
O! would the King, Berowne, and Longaville 
Were lovers too. Hi, to example ill, 124 
Would from my forehead wipe a perjur'd note; 
For none offend where ail alike do dote. 

Long. [Advancing .] Dumaine, thy love is far 
from charity, 

That in love's grief desir’st society; 128 
You may look pale, but 1 should blush, I know, 
To be o’erheard and taken napping so. 

King. I Advancing .] Come, sir, you blush: as 
his your case is such: 

You chide at him, trending twice as much: 132 
You do not love Maria; Eongaville 
Did never sonnet for her sake compile, 

Nor never lay his wreathed arms athwart 
His loving bosom to keep down his heart. 136 
I have been closely shrouded in this bush, 

And mark’d you both, and for you both did 
blush. 

Iheard your guilty rimes, observ’d your fashion. 
Saw sighs reek from you, noted well your 
passion: 140 

Ay me! says one; O Jove! the other cries; 
One, her hairs were gold,' crystal the other’s 
eyes: 

[To longa ville.] You wouldfor paradise break 
faith and troth: 

[To dumaine.] And Jove, for your love, would 
infringe an oath. 144 

What will Berowne say, when that he shall hear 
A faith infringed, which such zeal did swear? 
How will he scorn! how will he spend his wit! 
How will he triumph, leap and laugh at it! 148 
For all the wealth that ever I did see, 

I would not have him know so much by me. 
Ber. Now Step I forth to whip hypocrisy. 

[Descends from the tree. 
Ah!goodmyliege,Ipraythee,pardonme: :5a 
Good heart! what grace hast thou, thus to re¬ 
prove 

These worms for loving, that art most in love? 
Your eyes do make no coaches; in your tears 
There is no certain princess that appears: 13S 
You’ll not be perjur’d, ’ds a hateful thing: 
Tush! none but minstrels like of sonneting. 
But are you not asham’d? nay, are you not, 
All three of you, to be thus much o’ershot? 160 
You found his mote; the king your mote did 
see; 

But I a beam do find in each of three. 

Ol what a scene of foolery have I seen, 

Ofsighs, of groans, of sorrow, and of teen; 164 
O me! with what strict patience have I sat. 

To see a king transformed to a gnat; 

To see great Hercules whipping a gig. 

And profound Solomon to tune a jig, 1S8 
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Motor play at push-pin with the boys. 

And critic Tunon laugh at idle toys! 

'Where lies thy grief? O! tell me, good Dumaine, 
And, gentle Longaville, where lies thy pain? 17a 
And where my liege’s? all about the breast: 

A caudle, hoi 

King. Too bitter is thy Jest. 

Ate we betray’d thus to thy over-view? 

Ber. Not you to me, but I betray’d by you: 

I, that am honest; I, that hold it sin >77 
To break the vow I am engaged in; 

I am betray’d, by keeping company 
With men like men, men of inconstancy. sBo 
When shall you see me write a thing in rime? 
Or groan for Joan? or spend a minute’s time 
In pruning me? When shall you hear that I 
Will praise a hand, a foot, a face, an eye, 184 
A gait, a state, a brow, a breast, a waist, 

A leg, a limb?— 

King. Soft! Whither away so fast? 

A true man or a thief that gallops so? 187 
Ber. I post from love; good lover, let me go. 


S t*CTl 


Enter jaquenetta and ccstard. 

Jag. God bless the king! 

King. What present hast thou there? 
Cost. Some certain treason. 

King. What makes treason here? 

Cost. Nay, it makes nothing, sir. 

King. If it mar nothing neither, 

Jag. I beseech your Grace, let this letter be 
read: 193 

Our parson misdoubts it; ’twas treason, be said. 
King. Berowne, read it over— 

[Giving the letter to him. 
Where hadst thou it? 198 

Jag. Of Costard. 

King. Where hadst thou it? 

Cost. Of Dun Adramadio, Dun Adramadio. 

[berowne tears the letter. 
King. How nowl what is in you? why dost 
thou tear it? 200 

Ber. A toy, my liege, a toy: your Grace needs 
not fear it. 

Long. It did move him to passion, and there¬ 
fore let’s hear it 

Dum. [Picking up the pieces.] It is Berowne’s 
writing, and here is his name. 

Ber. ITo costard.] Ah, you whoreson logger- 
head, you were bom to do me shame. 204 
Guilty, my lord, guilty; I confess, I confess. 
King. What? 

Ber. That you three fools lack’d me fool to 
make up the mess; 

He, he, ana you, and you my liege, and L 208 
Are pick-purses in love, and we deserve to die: 
O! dismiss this audience, and I shall tell you 
more. 

Dum. Now the number is even. 

Ber. True, true; we are four. 

Will these turtle* be gone? 

King. Hence, sirs; awayl 212 

Cost. Walk aside the true folk, and let the 
traitors stay. 

[Exeunt costard and jaquenetta. 


Ber. Sweet lords, sweet lovers, Ot let us em¬ 
brace. 

As true we are as flesh and blood can be: 
The sea will ebb and flow, heaven show Us thee; 

Young blood doth not obey an old decree; 217 
We cannot cross the cause why we were bom; 
Therefore, of all hands must we be forsworn. 
King. What! did these rent lines show Some 
love of thine? 220 

Ber. ‘Did they,’ quoth you? Who sees the 
heavenly Rosaline, 

That, like a rude and savage man of Inde, 

At the first opening of the gorgeous east. 
Bows not his vassal told, and, strucken blind. 
Kisses the base ground with obedient breast? 
What peremptory eagle-sighted eye 
Dares look upon the heaven of her brow, 
That is not blinded by her majesty? 22S 
King. What zeal, what fury hath inspir’d thee 
now? 

My love, her mistress, is a gracious moon; 

She, an attending star, scarce seen a light. 
Ber. My eyes are then no eyes, nor I Berowne: 

O! but for my love, day would turn to night. 
Of all complexions the cull’d sovereignty 
Do meet, as at a fair, in her fair cheek; 
Whore several worthies make one dignity, 236 
Where nothing wants that want itself doth seek. 
Lend me the flourish of all gentle tongues,— 
Fie, painted rhetoric! Ol she needs it not: 
To things of sale a seller’s praise belongs; 240 
She passes praise; then praise too short doth 
blot. 

A wither’d hermit, five-score winters worn. 
Might shake off fifty, looking in her eye: 
Beauty doth varnish age, as if new-born, 244 
And gives the crutch the cradle’s infancy. 
O! 'tis the sun that maketh all things shine. 

King. By heaven, thy love is black as ebony. 
Ber. Is ebony like her? O wood divine! 248 
A wife of such wood were felicity. 

O! who can give an oath? where is a book? 

That I may swear beauty doth beauty lack, 
If that she learn not of her eye to look: *32 

No face is fair that is not mil so black. 
King. O paradox! Black is the badge of hell. 
The hue of dungeons and the scowl of night; 
And beauty’s crest becomes the heavens well. 
Ber. Devils soonest tempt, resembling spirits 
of light. 237 

O! if in black my lady’s brows be deck’d. 

It mourns that painting and usurping hair 
Should ravish doters with a false aspect: 260 
And therefore is she bom to make black fair. 
Her favour turns the fashion of the days, 

For native blood is counted painting now; 
And therefore red, that would avoid dispraise, 
Paints itself black, to imitate her brow. s 6 j 
Dum. To look like her are chimney-sweeper* 
blade. 

Long. And since her time are collien counted 
bright. 

King. And Ethlops of their sweet complexion 
crack. 268 

Dum. Dark needs no candles now, for dark 
is light. 
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Ber. Your mistresses dare never come in min. 
For fear their colours should be wash'd away. 
King. Twere good yours did; for, sir, to tell 
you plain, 272 

I’ll find a fairer face not wash’d to-day. 

Ber. I'll prove her fair, or talk till doomsday 
here. 

King. No devil will fright thee then so much 
as she. 

Dum. I never knew man hold vile stuff so dear. 
Long. Look, here’s thy love: [Showing his 
shoe.] my foot and her face see. 277 

Ber. Ol if the streets were paved with thine 
eyes. 

Her feet were much too dainty for such tread. 
Dum. O vile! then, as she goes, what upward 
lies 280 

The street should see as she walk’a over head. 
King. But what of this! Are we not all in love? 
Ber. Nothing so sure; and thereby all for¬ 
sworn. 

King. Then leave this chat; and rood Be- 
rowne, now prove 284 

Our loving lawful, and our faith 1 ot tom. 
Dum. Ay, marry, there; some flattery for this 
evil. 

Long. O! some authority how to proceed; 
Some tricks, some quillets, how to c.>eat the 
devil. ass 

Dum. Some salve for perjury. 

Ber. O, ’tis more than need. 

Have at you, then, affection’s men-at-arms: 
Consider what you first did swear unto, 

To fast, to study, and to see no woman; 293 
Flat treason ’gainst the kingly state of youth. 
Say, can you fast ? your stomachs are too y lung, 
And abstinence engenders maladies. 

And where that you have vow’d to study, lards. 
In that each of you hath forsworn his book, 297 
Can you still dream and pore and thereon 1 >ok 7 
For when would you, my lord, or you, or you, 
Have found the ground of study’s excellence 
without the beauty of a woman’s face ? 3m 
From women's eyes this doctrine I deriv 
They are the ground, the books, the academes. 
From whence doth spring the true Promethean 
„ fire. 304 

Why, universal plodding poisons up 
The nimble spirits in the arteries, 

As motion and long-during action tires 
The sinewy vigour of the traveller. 3 °-) 

Now, for not looking on a woman’s face, 
rou have in that forsworn the use of eyes, 
And study too, the causer of your vow; 

Lor where is any author in the world 31a 
reaches such beauty as a woman’s eye? 
Learning is but an adjunct to ourself. 

And where we are our learning likewise is: 
then when ourselves we see in ladies’ eyes, 326 
jjp we not likewise see our learning there? 
yl we have made a vow to study, lords. 

And in that vow we have forsworn our books: 
fit when would you, my liege, or you, or you, 
“ leaden contemplation have found out 321 
2 ®* fiery numbers as the prompting eyes 
Of beauty's tutors have enrich’d you with? 


Other slow arts entirely keep the brain, 324 
And therefore, finding barren pracdsers. 
Scarce show a harvest of their heavy toil; 

But love, first learned in a lady’s eyes. 

Lives not alone immured in the brain, 328 
But, with the motion of all elements, 

Courses as swift as thought in every power, 
And gives to every power a double power, 
Above their functions and their offices. 332 
It adds a precious seeing to the eye; 

A lover's eyes will gaze an eagle blind; 

A lover’s ear will hear the lowest sound, 

When the suspicious head of theft is stopp'd: 
Love’s feeling is more soft and sensible 337 
Than are the tender horns of cockled snails: 
Love’s tongue proves dainty Bacchus gross in 
taste. 

For valour, is not Love a Hercules, 340 
Still climbing trees in the Hesperides? 

Subtle as Sphinx; as sweet and musical 
As bright Apollo’s lute, strung with his hair; 
And when Love speaks, the voice of all the 
gods 344 

Makes heaven drowsy with the harmony. 
Never durst poet touch a pen to write 
Until his ink were temper’d with Love's 
sighs: 

O! then his lines would ravish savage ears, 34S 
And plant in tyrants mild humility. 

From women’s eves this doctrine I derive: 
They sparkle still the right Promethean fire; 
They are the books, the arts, the academes, 352 
That show, contain, and nourish all the world; 
Else none at all in aught proves excellent. 

5 hen fools you were these women to forswear, 
r, keeping what is sworn, you will prove 
fools. 336 

For wisdom’s sake, a word that all men love. 
Or for love’s sake, a word that loves all men. 
Or for men’s sake, the authors of these women; 
Or women’s sake, by whom we men are men, 3*0 
Let us once lose our oaths to find ourselves. 
Or else we lose ourselves to keep our oaths. 

It is religion to be thus forsworn; 

For charity itself fulfils the law: 364 

And who can sever love from charity? 

A 7 n^ Saint Cupid, then 1 and, soldiers, to the 

Ber. Advance your standards, and upon 
them, lords! 

Pell-mell, down with them! but be first advis’d. 
In conflict that you get the sun of them. 389 
Long. Now to plain-dealing; lay these glozes 
by; 

Shall we resolve to woo these girls of France? 
King. And win them too: therefore let us 
devise 37a 

Some entertainment for them in their tents. 
Ber. First, from the r ,r k let us conduct them 
thither; 

Then homeward every man attach the hand 
Of his fair mistress: in the afternoon 378 
We will with some strange pastime solace them. 
Such as the shortness of the time can shape; 
For revels, dances, masks, and merry hours, 
ForerunfkirLove.strewing her waywith flowers. 
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Xing- Away, away I no time shall be omitted. 
That will betime, and may by us be fitted. 
Ber. Allonsl allonsl Sow'd cockle reap’d no 
com; 

And justice always whirls in equal measure: 
Light wenches may prove plagues to men for¬ 
sworn; 38s 

If so, our copper buys no better treasure. 

[Exeunt. 


ACT V 

Scene I. —The kino of navarre’s Park. 


Enter holofernes, sir Nathaniel, and dull. 
Hoi. Satis quod sufficit. 

Nath. IpralseGoaforyou,sir:yourreasons 
at dinner nave been sharp and sententious; 
pleasant without scurrility, witty without affec¬ 
tion, audacious without impudency, learned 
without opinion, and strange without heresy. I 
did converse this quondam day with a com¬ 
panion of the king’s, who is intituled, nomi¬ 
nated, or called, Don Adriano de Armado. 9 
Hoi. Novi hominem tanquam te: his humour 
is lofty, his discourse peremptory, his tongue 
filed, his eye ambitious, his gait majestica!, and 
his general behaviour vain, ridiculous, and 
thrasonical. He is too picked, too spruce, too 
affected, too odd, as it were, too peregrinate, as 
I may call it. 16 

Nath. A most singular and choice epithet 
[Draws out his table-book. 
Hoi. He draweth out the thread of his verbo¬ 
sity finer than tho staple of his argument. I 
abhor such fanatical phantasimes, such insoci¬ 
able and point-devise companions; such rackets 
of orthography, as to speak dout, fine, when he 
should say, doubt; det, when he shou!4 pro- 


which he would call abominable,—itinsinuateth 
me of insanie: anne inteliigis, domine? To 
make frantic, lunatic. 29 

Nath. Laus Deo bone intelligo. 

Hoi. Bone? bone , for bene : Prisdan a little 
scratched; ’twill serve. 32 


nounce, aeot,—a, e. d, t, not a, e, t: he clepeth a 
calf, cauf; half hauf; neigh bour vocatur nebour, 
neigh abbreviated ne. This is abhominable. 


Enter armado, MOTH, and costard. 
Nath. Videsne quit venit? 

Hoi. Video, et gaudeo. 

Arm. ITo moth.] Chirrah! 

Hoi. Quare Chirrah, not sirrah? 36 

Arm. Men of peace, well encountered. 

Hot. Most military sir, salutation. 

Moth. [Aside to costard.] They have been 
at a great feast of languages, and stolen the 
scraps. 41 

Cost. Ot they have lived long on the alms- 
basket of words. I marvel thy master hath not 
eaten thee for a word; for thou art not so long 
by the head as hsnmficabilitudinitatibus: thou 
art easier swallowed than a flap-dragon. 4$ 
Moth. Peace 1 the peal begins. 


Arm. [To holofernes.] Monsieur, are you 
not lettered? 

Moth. Yes, yes; he teaches boys the horn¬ 
book. What is a, b, spelt backward, with the 
horn on his head? 52 

Hoi. Ba, pueritia, with a horn added. 

Moth. Ba! most silly sheep with a horn. You 
hear his learning. 

Hoi. Quit, quis, thou consonant? S 6 

Moth. The third of the five vowels, if you 
repeat them; or the fifth, if I. 

Hoi. 1 will repeat them,—a, e, i,— 

Moth. The sheep; the other two concludes 
it,—o, u. 61 

Arm. Now, by the salt wave of the Mediter- 
raneum, a sweet touch, a quick venew of wit! 
snip, snap, quick and home! it rejoiceth my 
intellect: true wit! s5 

Moth. Offered by a child to an old man; 
which is wit-old. 

Hot. What is the figure? what is the figure? 
Moth. Homs. 69 

Hoi. Thou disputest like an infant; go, whip 
thy gig. 

Moth. Lend me your horn to make one, and 
I will whip about your infamy circum circa. A 
gig of a cuckold's horn. 74 

Cost. An I had but one penny in the world, 
thou shouldst have it to buy gingerbread. Hold, 
there is the very remuneration I had of thy 
master, thou halfpenny purse of wit, thou 
pigeon-eggofdiscretion. O! an the heavens were 
so pleased that thou wert but my bastard, what 
a joyful father wouldst thou make me. Go to; 
thou hast it ad dunghill, at the fingers’ ends, as 
they say. 83 

Hoi. O! I smell false Latin; dunghill for 
unguem. 

Arm. Arts-man, praambula : we will be 
singled from the barbarous. Do you not educate 
youth at the charge-house on the top of the 
mountain? 89 

Hoi. Or mow,the hill. 

Arm. At your sweet pleasure, for the moun¬ 
tain. 92 

Hoi. I do. sans question. 

Arm. Sir, it is the king’s most sweet pleasure 
and affection to congratulate the princess at ha 
pavilion in the posteriors of this day, which the 
rude multitude call the afternoon. 97 

Hoi. The posterior of the day. most gene¬ 
rous sir, is liable, congruent, and measurable 
for the afternoon: the word is well culled, 
chose, sweet and apt, I do assure you, sir; I do 


assure. ten 

Arm. Sir, the king is a noble gentleman, and 
my familiar, I do assure ye, very good mend. 
For what is inward between us, let it pass: I do 
beseech thee, remember thy curtsy; 1 beseech 
thee, apparel thy head: and among other im¬ 
portunate and most serious designs, and of great 
import indeed, too, but let that pass: for I must 
tell thee, it will please his Grace, by the world, 
sometime to lean upon my poor shoulder, and 
with his royal finger, thus duly with my excre¬ 
ment, with my mustachto: but, tweet heart, let 
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that pass. By the wotid, I recount no fable: 
some certain special honours it pleaseth his 
greatness to impart to Armado, a soldier, a man 
of travel, that hath seen the world: but let that 
pass. The very all of all is, but, sweet heart, 1 do 
Implore secrecy, that the king would have me 


Ros. Madam, came nothing else along with 
that? 

Prin. Nothing but this! yes, as much love in 
rime 

As would be cramm’d up in a sheet of paper, 
Writ o’ both sides the leaf, margent and all, 8 


present die princess, sweet chuck, with some That he was fain to seal on Cupid’s name, 
delightful ostentation, or show, or pageant, or Ros. That was the way to make his godhead 
antick, or fire-work. Now, understanding that was: 

the curate and your sweet self are good at such For he hath been five thousand years a boy. 
eruptions and sudden breaking out of mirth, as Kath. Ay, and a shrewd unhappy gallows too. 


it were, I have acquainted you withal, to the end 
to crave your assistance. 126 

Hoi. Sir, you shall present before her the 
Nine Worthies Sir Nathaniel, as concerning 
some entertainment of time, some show in the 
posterior of this day, to be rendered by our 
assistance, at the king's command, and this 
most gallant, illustrate, and learned gentleman, 
before the princess; 1 say, none so fit as to pre¬ 
sent the Nine Worthies. 

Nath. Where will you find men worthy 
enough to present them? 136 

Hoi. Joshua, yourself; myself, or this gallant 
gentleman, Judas Maccabams; this swain, be¬ 
cause of his great limb, or joint, shall pass 
Pompey the Great; the page. Hercules,— 140 
Arm. Pardon, sir; error: he is not quantity 
enough for that Worthy’s thumb: he is not so 
big as the end of his club. 

Hot. Shall I have audience? he shall present 
Hercules in minority: his enter and exit shall be 
strangling a snake; and I will have an apology 
for that purpose. 147 

Moth. An excellent device! so, if any of 
the audience hiss, you may cry, ‘Well done, 
Hercules! now thou crushest the snake!’ that is 
the way to make an offence gracious, though 
few have the grace to do it. 15a 

Arm. For the rest of the Worthies?— 

Hoi. I will play three myself. 

Moth. Thrice-worttiy gentleman! 

Arm. Shall I tell you a thing? ijS 

Hoi. We attend. 

Arm. We will have, if this fadge not, an 
antick. I beseech you, follow. 

Hoi. Via, goodman Dull! thou hast spoken 
no word all this while. 1S1 

Dull. Nor understood i.one neither, sir. 
Hoi. Allons! we will employ thee. 

Dull. I’ll make one in a dance, or so; or I 
will play tfie tabor to the Worthies, and let them 
dance the hay. t66 

Hoi. Most dull, honest Dull, to our sport, 
awayl lExeunt . 

Scene II .—The same. Before the princess’s 
Pavilion. 

Enter the princess, Katharine, Rosaline, 
and maria. 

Erin. Sweet hearts, we shall be rich ere we 

1 / failings’come thus plentifully in; 

A lady wall’d about with diamonds I 
hook you what I have from the loving king. 4 


Ros. You’ll ne’er be friends with him: a’ 
kill’d your sister. 13 

Kath. He made her melancholy, sad, and 
heavy; 

And so she died: had she been light, like you, 
Of such a merry, nimble, stirring spirit, »S 
She might ha’ been a grandam ere she died; 
And so may you, for a light heart lives long.. 
Ros. What’s your dark meaning, mouse, of 
this light word? 

Kath. A light condition in a beauty dark, 20 
Ros. We need more light to find your mean¬ 
ing out. 

Kath. You’ll mar the light by taking it in 
snuff; 

Therefore, I’ll darkly end the argument. 

Ros. Look, what you do, you do it still i’ the 
dark. 24 

Kath. So do not you, for you are a light 
wench. 

Ros. Indeed I weigh not you, and therefore 
light. 

Kath. You weigh me not. O! that’s you 
care not for me. 

Ros. Great reason; for, ‘past cure is still 
past care.’ 28 

Prin. Well bandied both; a set of wit well 
play’d. 

But Rosaline, you have a favour too: 

Who sent it? and what is it? 

Ros. I would you knew; 

An if my face were but as fair as yours, 32 

My favour were as great; be witness this. 

Nay, I have verses too, I thank Berowne: 

The numbers true; and, were the numb’ring 
too, 

I were the fairest goddess on the ground: 36 

I am compar’d to twenty thousand fairs. 

O! he hath drawn my picture in his letter, 
Prin. Anything like? 39 

Ros. Much in tbeletters, nothingin the praise. 
Prin. Beauteous as ink: a good conclusion. 
Kath. Fair as a text B m a copy-book. 

Ros. ’W'are pencils! how? let me not die 
your debtor, 

My red dominical, my golden letter: 44 

O, that your face were not so full of O’sl 
Kath. A pox of that jest! and beshrew all 
shrows! 

Prin. But what was sent to you from fair 
Dumaine? 

Kath. Madam, this glove. 

Prin. Did he not send you twain? 48 
Kath. Yes, madam; and moreover. 

Some thousand verses of a faithful lover: 
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A huge translation of hypocrisy. 

Vilely compil’d, profound simplicity. 51 
Mar. This, and these pearls to me sent 
Longa ville: 

The letter is too long by half a mile. 

Prin. I think no less. Dost thou not wish in 
heart 

The chain'were longer and the letter short? s« 
Mar. Ay, or I would these hands might never 
part. 

Prin. We are wise girls to mock our lovers so. 
R01. They are worse fools to purchase mock¬ 
ing so. 

That same Berowne I’ll torture ere X go. 60 
O that I knew he were but in by the week! 
Howl would make him fawn, and beg, and seek, 
And wait the season, and observe the times. 
And spend his prodigal wits in bootless rimes, 
And shape his service wholly to my hests, 65 
And make him proud to make me proud that 
jests 1 

So perttaunt-like would I o’ersway his state 
That he should be my fool, and I his fate. 68 
Prin. None are so surely caught, when they 
are catch'd, 

As wit turn’d fool: folly, in wisdom hatch’d, 
Hath wisdom’s warrant and the help of school 
And wit’s own grace to grace a learned fool. 72 
Bos. The blood of youth bums not with such 
excess 

As gravity’s revolt to wantonness. 

Mar. Folly in fools bears not so strong a note 
As foolery in the wise, when wit doth dote; 76 
Since all the power thereof it doth apply 
To prove, by wit, worth in simplicity. 

Enter bo yet. 

Prin. Here comes Boyet, and mirth is in his 
face. 

Boyet. O! I am stabb’d with laughter. Where’s 
her Grace? 80 

Prin. Thy news, Boyet? 

Boyet. Prepare, madam, prepare!— 

Arm, wenches, arm! encounters mounted are 
Against your peace: Love doth approach dis¬ 
guis’d, 

Armed in arguments; you’ll be surpris’d: 84 
Muster your wits; stand in your own defence; 
Or hide your heads like cowards, and fly hence. 
Prin. Saint Denis to Saint Cupidl What are 



say. 88 

Boyet. Under the cool shade of a sycamore 
I thought to close mine eyes some half an hour, 
When, lo! to interrupt my purpos’d rest, 
Toward that shade I might behold addrest 9* 
The king and his companions: warily 
I stole into a neighbour thicket by. 

And overheard what you shall overbear; 
That, by and by, disguis'd they will be here. 96 
Their herald is a pretty knavish page, 

That well by heart hath conn’d his embassage: 
Action and accent did they teach him there; 
'Thus must thou speak, and thus thy body bear.' 


And ever and anon they made a doubt ror 
Presence majestical would put him out; 

’For,’quoth the king, ‘ an angel shalt thou see; 
Yet fear not thou, but speak audaciously.’ 104 
The boy replied, ‘An angel is not evil; 

I should have fear’d her had she been a devil.’ 
With that all laugh’d and clapp’d him on the 
shoulder. 

Making the bold wag by their praises bolder. 108 
One rubb’d his elbow thus, and fleer’d, and 
swore 

A better speech was never spoke before; 
Another, with his finger and his thumb, nr 
Cry’d ‘ Via I we will do’t, come what will come; ’ 
The third he caper’d and cried,' All goes well; ’ 
The fourth turn’d on the toe, and down he fell. 
With that, they all did tumble on the ground. 
With such a zealous laughter, so profound, u6 
That in this spleen ridiculous appears, 

To check their folly, passion’s solemn tears. 
Prin. But what, but what, come they to visit 
us? 

Boyet. They do, they do; and are apparell’d 
thus, no 

Like Muscovites or Russians, as I guess. 

Their purpose is to parle, to court and dance; 
And every one his love-feat will advance 
Unto his several mistress, which they’ll know 
By favours several which they did bestow. 125 
Prin. And will they so ? the gallants shall be 
task’d: 

For, ladies, we will every one be mask'd. 

And not a man of them shall have the grace. 
Despite of suit, to see a lady’s face. 129 

Hold, Rosaline, this favour thou shalt wear. 
And then the king will court thee for his dear: 
Hold, take thou this, my sweet, and give me 
thine, I3» 

So shall Berowne take me for Rosaline, 

And change you favours too; so shall your loves 
Woo contrary, deceiv’d by these removes. 

Pos. Come on, then; wear the favours most 
in sight. *■ 136 

Kath. But in this changing what is your in¬ 
tent? 

Prin. The effect of my intent is, tocross theirs: 
They do it but in mocking merriment; 

And mock for mock is only my intent. 140 
Their several counsels they unbosom shall 
To loves mistook and so be mock’d withal 
Upon the next occasion that we meet. 

With visages display’d, to talk and greet. 144 
Ros. But shall we dance, if they desire us 
to’t? 

Prin. No, to the death, we will not move a 
foot: 

Nor to their penn’d speech render we no grace; 
But while 'tis spoke each turn away her face. 148 
Boyet. Why, that contempt will kill the 
speaker’s heart,. 

And quite divorce his memory from his part. 

Prin. Therefore I do it; and I make no doubt. 
The rest will ne'er come in, if he be out. 132 
There’s no such sport as sport by sport o'er- 
thrown, 

To mal e theirs ours and ours none but our own: 
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So shall we stay, mocking intended game, Ber. We number nothing that we spend for 
And they, well mock'd, depart away with shame. you: 

[Trumpets sound within. Our duty is so rich, so infinite, 200 

Boy el. The trumpet sounds: be mask'd; the That we may do it still without accompt. 


maskers come. 


[The Ladies mask. 


Enter Blackamoors with music: MOTH ; the kino, 
berowne, longaville, and dumaine in Rus¬ 
sian habits, and masked. 

Moth. All hail, the richest beauties on the 
earth I 

Boyet. Beauties no richer than rich taffeta. 
Moth. A holy parcel of the fairest dames, 160 
[The Ladies turn their backs to him. 
That ever turn'd their — backs—to mortal views I 
Ber. ‘Their eyes,’ villain, ‘their eyes.’ 

Moth. That ever turn’d their eyes to mortal 
views l 

Out— r «4 

Boyet. True; ‘out,’ indeed. 

Moth. ‘Out of your favours, heavenly spirits, 
i ouchsafe 
Not to behold ’— 

Ber. ‘ Once to behold,' rogue. r68 

Moth. ' Once to behold with your sun-beamed 
eyes, 

—with your sun-beamed eyes ’— 

Boyet. They will not answer to that epithet; 
You were best call it ‘daughter-beamed eyes. 
Moth. They do not mark me, and that brings 
me out. 173 

Ber. Is this your perfectness? be gone, you 
rogue! [Exit moth. 

Ros. What would these strangers? know their 
minds, Boyet: 

If they do speak our language, 'tis our will 176 
That some plain man recount their purposes: 
Know what they would. 

Boyet. What would you with the princess? 
Ber. Nothing but peace and gentle visitation. 
Ros. What would they, say they? i8r 

Boyet. Nothing but peace and gentle visita- 
tion. 

Ros. Why, that they have; and bid them so 
be gone. 

Boyet. She says, you have it, and you may 
be gone. 

King. Say to her, we have measur’d many 
miles. 

To tread a measure with her on this grass. 
Boyet. They say, that they have measur’d 
many a mile. 

To tread a measure with you on this grass. 188 
Ros. It is not so. Ask them how many inches 
Is in one mile: if they have measur’d many, 
The measure then of one is easily told. 


Vouchsafe to show the sunshine of your face. 

That we, like savages, may worship it. 

Ros. My face is but a moon, and clouded too. 

King. Blessed are clouds, to do as such clouds 
do! 20J 

Vouchsafe, bright moon, and these thy stars, to 
shine, 

Those clouds remov’d, upon our wat’ry eyne. 

Ros. O vain petitioner! beg a greater matter; 

Thou now request's! butmoonshine in the water. 

King. Then, in our measure but vouchsafe 
one change. 210 

Thou bid’st me beg; this begging is not strange. 

Ros. Flay, music, then! Nay, you must do 
it soon. [Music plays. 

Not yet! no dance! thus change I like the moon. 

King. Will you not dance? How come you 
thus estrang’d? 214 

Ros. You took the moon at full, but now 
she’s chang’d. 

King. Yetstillsheisthemoon,andItbeman. 

The music plays; vouchsafe some motion to it. 

Ros. Our ears vouchsafe it. 

King. But your legs should do it. 

Ros. Since you are strangers, and come here 
by chance, 

We’ll not be nice: take hands: we will not 
dance. 220 

King. Why take we hands then? 

Ros. Only to part friends. 

Curtsy, sweet hearts; and so the measure ends. 

King. More measure of this measure: be not 
nice. 

Ros. We can afford no more at such a price. 

King. Prize you yourselves? what buys your 
company? 225 

Ros. Your absence only. 

King. That can never be. 

Ros. Then cannot we be bought: and so, 
adieu; 

Twice to your visor, and half once to you! 228 

King, if you deny to dance, let’s bold more 
chat. 

Ros. In private, then. 

King. I am best pleas’d with that. 

[They converse apart. 

Ber. White-handed mistress, one sweet word 
with thee. 

Prin. Honey, and milk, and sugar; there are 
three. * 3 » 

Ber. Nay then, two treys, an if you grow so 
nice, 


Boyet. If to come hither you have measur’d Metheghn, wort, and malmsey: well run, dice! 

_SI_ Tkara’e Kolf a A nv&rt enreote 


miles, 192 

And many miles, the princess bids you tell 
How many inches do fill up one mile. 

Ber. Tell her we measure them by weary 
steps. 

Boyet. She hears herself. 

Ros. How many weary steps, 

Of many weary miles you have o’ergone, 197 
Are number’d in the travel of one mile? 


There’s half a dozen sweets. 

Prin. Seventh sweet, adieu: 

Since you can cog. I’ll play no more with you. 
Ber. One word in secret 
Prin. Let it not be sweet. 237 

Ber. Thou griev’st my gall. 

Prin. Galll bitter. 

Ber. Therefore meet 

lThey converse aparU 
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Dum. Will you vouchsafe with me to change 
a word? 

Mar. Name it 

Dum. Fair lady,— 

Mar. Say you so? Fair lord. 

Take that for your fair lady. 

Dum. Please it you, 241 

As much in private, and I’ll bid adieu. 

[They converse apart. 
Kath. What! was your visor made without a 
tongue? 

Long. I know the reason, lady, why you ask. 
Kath. OI for your reason; quickly, sir; I 
long. 245 

Long. Youhaveadoubletonguewithinyour 
mask, 

And would afford my speechless visor half. 
Kath. ‘Veal ’ quoth the Dutchman. Is not 
‘veal’ a calf? 248 

Long. A calf, fair lady! 

Kath. No, a fair lord calf. 

Long. Let’s part the word. 

Kath. No, I'll not be your half: 

Thke all, and wean it: it may prove an ox. 
Long. Look, how you butt yourself in these 
sharp mocks. 252 

Will you give horns, chaste lady? do not so. 
Kath. Then die a calf, before your horns do 
grow. 

Long. One word in private with you, ere I 
die. 

Kath. Bleat softly then: the butcher hears 
you cry. [They converse apart. 

Boyet. The tongues of mocking wenches are 
as keen 25? 

As is the razor’s edge invisible. 

Cutting a smaller hair than may he seen. 
Above the sense of sense; so sensible 2 So 

Seemeth their conference; their conceits have 
wings 

Fleeter than arrows, bullets, wind, thought, 
swifter things. 

Ros. Not one word more, my maids: break 
off, break off. 

Bar. By heaven, all dry-beaten with pure 
scoff! 264 

King. Farewell, mad wenches: you have 
simple wits. 

Prin. Twenty adieus, my frozen Muscovite 
[Exeunt kino, lords. Music, and Attendants. 
Are these the breed of wits so wonder’d at? 
Boyet. Tapers they are, with your sweet 
breaths puff’d out. 268 

Ros. Well-liking wits they have; gross, gross; 
fat, fat. 

Prin. O poverty in wit, kingly-poor flout! 
Will they not, think you, hang themselves to¬ 
night? 

Or ever, but in visors, show their faces? 272 
This pert Berowne was out of countenance quite. 

Ros. O! they were all in lamentable cases. 
The king was weeping-ripe for a good word. 
Prin. Berowne did swear himself out of all 
suit. 278 

Mar. Dumaine was at my service, and his 
sword: 


[act V 


‘No point,' quoth I: my servant straight was 
mute. 

Kath. Lord Longaville said, I m™ o’er his 
heart; 

And trow you what he call’d me? 

Prin. Qualm, perhaps. 280 

Kath. Yes, in good faith. 

Prin. Go, sickness as thou art! 

Ros. Well, better wits have worn plain statute- 
caps. 

But will you hear? the king is my love sworn. 

Prin. And quick Berowne hath plighted faith 
to me. 284 

Kath. And Longaville was for my service bom. 

Mar. Dumaine is mine, as sure as bark on 
tree. 

Boyet. Madam, and pretty mistresses, give 
ear: 

Immediately they will again be here 288 

In their own shapes; for it can never be 
They will digest this harsh indignity. 

Prin. Will they return? 

Boyet. They will, they will, God knows; 
And leap for joy, though they are lame with 
blows; 292 

Therefore change favours; and, when they re¬ 
pair. 

Blow like sweet roses in this summer air. 

Prin. How blow? how blow? speak to be 
understood. 

Boyet. Fair ladies mask’d, are roses in their 
bud: 29S 

Dismask’d, their damask sweet commixture 
shown, 

Are angels vailing clouds, or roses blown. 

Prin. Avaunt perplexity 1 What shall we do 
If they return in their own shapes to woo? 300 

Ros. Good madam, if by me you’ll be advis’d. 
Let’s mock them still, as well known as dis¬ 
guis’d. 

Let us complain to them what fools were here, 
Disguis’dlikeMuscovites, inshapeless gear; 304 
And wonder whakthey were, and to what end 
Their shallow shows and prologue vilely penn’d. 
And their rough carriage so ridiculous. 
Should be presented at our tent to us. 308 

Boyet. Ladies, withdraw: the gallants are at 
hand. 

Prin. Whip to your tents, as roes run over 
land. 

[Exeunt PRINCESS, ros., kath., and MARIA. 

Enter the kino, berowne, longaville, and 
dumaine in their proper habits. 

King. Fair sir, God save you! Where is the 
princess? 

Boyet. Gone to her tent. Please it your ma¬ 
jesty, 312 

Command me any service to her thither? 

King. That she vouchsafe me audience for 
one word. 

Boyet. I will; and so will she, I know, my 
lord. [Exit. 

Ber. This follow pedes up wit, as pigeons 
pease, 318 

Ana utters it again when God doth please: 
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He is wit's pedlar, and retails his wares 
A t wakes and wassails, meetings, markets, fairs; 
And we that sell by gross, the Lord doth know. 
Have not the grace to grace it with such show. 
This gallant pins the wenches on his sleeve; 
Had he been Adam, he had tempted Eve: 

He can carve too, and lisp: why, this is he 324 
That kiss’d his hand away in courtesy; 

This is the ape of form, monsieur the nice. 
That, when he plays at tables, chides the dice 
In honourable terms: nay, he can sing 328 
A mean most meanly, and in ushering 
Mend him who can: the ladies call him, sweet; 
The stairs, as he treads on them, kiss his feet. 
This is the flower that smiles on every one, 332 
To show his teeth as white as whales-bone; 
And consciences, that will not die in debt. 

Pay him the due of honey-tongu’d Boyet. 

King. A blister on his sweet tongue, with my 
heart, 336 

That put Armado’s page out of his part! 

Re-enter the PRINCESS, ushered by BOYET; ROSA¬ 
LINE, maria, Katharine, and Attendants. 
Ear. See where it comes I Behaviour, what 
wert thou. 

Till this man show’d thee? and what art thou 
now? 

King. All hail, sweet madam, and fair time of 
day! 340 

Erin. ‘Fair,’ in ‘ all hail,’ is foul, as I conceive. 
King. Construe my speeches better, if you may. 
Erin. Then wish me better: X will give you 
leave. 343 

King. We came to visit you, and purpose now 
To lead you to our court: vouchsafe it then. 
Erin. This field shall hold me, and so hold your 
vow: 

Nor God, nor I, delights in perjur’d men. 
King. Rebuke me not for that which you pro 
voke: 348 

The virtue of your eye must break my oath. 
Erin. You nick-name virtue; vice you should 
have spoke; 

For virtue’s office never breaks men’s troth. 
Now, by my maiden honour, yet as pure 33* 
As the unsullied lily, I protest, 

A world of torments though I should endure, 
I would not yield to be your house’s guest; 
So much I hate a breaking cause to be 336 
Of heavenly oaths, vow’d with integrity. 

King, 01 you have liv’d in desolation here. 
Unseen, unvisited, much to our shame. 359 
Erin. Not so, my lord; it is not so, I swear; 

We have had pastime hem and pleasant game. 
A mess of Russians left us but of late. 

King. How, madam I Russians? 

Erin. Ay, in truth, my lord; 

Trim gallants, foil of courtship and of state. 364 
Eos. Madam, speak true. It is not so, my 
lord: 

My lady, to the manner of the days, 
in courtesy gives undeserving praise. 

We four, indeed, confronted were with four 368 
In Russian habit: here they stay’d an hour, 
And talk’d apace; and in that hour, my lord. 


They did not bless us with one happy word. 

I dare not call them fools; but this I think, 373 
When they are thirsty, fools would fain nave 
drink. 

Ber. This jest is dry to me. Fair gentle sweet, 
Your wit makes wise things foolish: when we 
greet. 

With eyes best seeing, heaven’s fiery eye, 376 
By light we lose light: your capacity 
Is of that nature that to your huge store 
Wise things seem foolish and rich things but 
poor. 

Ros. This proves you wise and rich, for in 
my eye— 380 

Ber. I am a fool, and full of poverty. 

Ros. But that you take what doth to you be¬ 
long, 

It were a fault to snatch words from my tongue. 
Ber. O! I am yours, and all that 1 possess. 
Ros. Alt the fool mine? 

Ber. I cannot rive you less. 

Ros. Which of the visors was i t tha t you wore ? 
Ber. Where? when? what visor? why de¬ 
mand you this ? 

Ros. There, then, that visor; that superfluous 
case 388 

That hid the worse, and show’d the better face. 
King. We are descried: they’ll mock us now 
downright. 

Dum. Let us confess, and tum it to a jest. 
Erin. Amaz’d, my lord? Why looks your 
highness sad? 392 

Ros. Help! hold his brows 1 he’ll swound. 
Why look you pale? 

Sea-sick, I think, coming from Muscovy. 

Ber. Thus pour the stats down plagues for 
perjury. 

Can any face of brass hold longer out?— 396 
Here stand I, lady; dart thy skill at me; 

Bruise me with scorn, confound me with a 
flout: 

Thrust thy sharp wit quite through my igno¬ 
rance; 

Cut me to pieces with thy keen conceit; 400 
And I will wish thee never more to dance. 
Nor never more in Russian habit wait. 

O! never will I trust to speeches penn’d. 

Nor to the motion of a school-boy’s tongue, 
Nor never come in visor to my friend, 40s 
Nor woo in rime, like a blind harper’s song. 
Taffeta phrases, silken terms precise, 
Three-pil'd hyperboles, spruce affectation. 
Figures pedantical; these summer flies 409 

Have blown me full of maggot ostentation; 
I do forswear them; and I here protest. 

By this white glove,—how white the hand, 
God knows,— 412 

Henceforth my wooing mind shall be express’d 
In russet yeas and honest kersey noes: 
And, to begin, wench,—so God help me, la!— 
My love to thee is sound, sans crack or flaw. 4>< 
Ros, Sans‘sans,’I pray you. 

Ber. Yet I have a trick 

Of the old rage: bear with me, I am sick; 

I’ll leave it by degrees. Soft! let us see: 

Write, ‘ Lord havomercy on us* on those three; 
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They are Infected, in their hearts it lies; 4 21 

They have the plague, and caught it of your 
eyes: 

These lords are visited; you are not free, 

For the Lord’s tokens on you do I see. 424 
Prin. No, they are free that gave these tokens 
to us. 

Ber. Our states are forfeit: seek not to undo 
us. 

Ros. It is not so. For how can this be true. 
That you stand forfeit, being those that sue ? 428 
Ber. Peace! for 1 will not have to do with you. 
Ros. Nor shall not, if I do as I intend. 

Ber. Speak for yourselves: my wit is at an 
end. 

King. Teach us, sweet madam, for our rude 
transgression 43 * 

Some fair excuse. 

Prin. The fairest is confession. 

Were you not here, but even now, disguis'd? 
King. Madam, I was. 

Prin. And were you well advis d? 

King. I was, fair madam. 

Prin. When you then were here. 

What did you whisper in your lady's ear? 437 
King. That more than all the world I did 
respect her. 

Prin. When she shall challenge this, you will 
reject her. 

King. Upon mine honour, no, 

Prin. Peace! peace! forbear; 440 

Your oath once broke, you force not to for¬ 
swear. 

King. Despise me, when I break this oath of 
mine. 

Prin. I will: and therefore keep it. Rosaline, 
■What did the Russian whisper in your ear? 444 
Ros. Madam, he swore that he did hold me 
dear 

As precious eyesight, and did value me 
Above this world; adding thereto, moreover, 
That he would wed me, or else die my lover. 448 
Prin. God give thee joy of him! the noble lord 
Most honourably doth uphold his word. 

King. What mean you, madam? by my life, 
my troth, 

I never swore this lady such an oath. 45s 
Ros. By heaven you did; and to confirm it 
plain. 

You gave me this: but take it, sir, again. 
King. My faith and this the princess I did 
give: 

I knew her by this jewel on her sleeve. 456 
Prin. Pardon me, sir, tills jewel did she wear; 
And Lord Berowne, I thank him, is my dear. 
What, will you have me, or your pearl again? 

Ber. Neither of either; I remit both twain. 

I see the trick on’t: here was a consent, 461 
Knowing aforehand of our merriment, 

To dash it like a Christmas comedy. 

Some carry-tale, some please-man, some slight 
zany, 464 

Some mumble-news, some trencher-knight, 
some Dick, ... 

That smiles his cheek in years, and knows the 
trick 


To make my lady laugh when site’s dispos’d, 
Told our intents before; which once disclos’d, 
The ladies did change favours, and then we, 469 
Following the signs, woo’d but the sign of she. 
Now, to our perjury to add more terror. 

We are again forsworn, in will and error. 472 
Much upon this it is: \To boyet.J and might 
not you 

Forestall our sport, to make us thus untrue? 
Do not you know my lady’s foot by the squire, 
And laugh upon the apple of her eye? 476 
And stand between her back, sir, and the fire, 
Holding a trencher, jesting merrily? 

You put our page out: go, you are allow’d; 
Die when you wifi, a smock shall be your shroud. 
You leer upon me, do you? there’s an eye 481 
Wounds like a leaden sword. 

Boyet. Full merrily 

Hath this brave manage, this career, been run. 
Ber. Lo! lie is tilting straight. Peace! I have 
done. 484 


Enter COSTARD. 

Welcome, pure wit! thou partest a fair fray. 

Cost. O Lord, sir, they would know 
Whether the three Worthies shall come in or no. 
Ber. What, are there but three? 

Cost. No, sir; but it is vara fine, 488 

For every one pursents three. 

Ber. And three times thrice is nine. 

Cost. Not so, sir; under correction, sir, I 
hope, it is not so. 

You cannot beg us, sir, I can assure you, sir; 

we know what we know: 

I hope, sir, three times thrice, sir,— 

Ber. Is not nine. 492 

Corf. Under correction, sir, we know where- 
until it doth amount. 

Ber. By Jove, I always took three threes for 
nine. 

Cost. O Lord, sir! it were pity you should get 
your living by reckoning, sir. 497 

Ber. How much is it? 

Cost. O Lord, sir! the parties themselves, the 
actors, sir, will show whereuntil it doth amount: 
for mine own part, I am, as they say, but to par- 
fect one man in one poor man, Pompion the 
Great, sir. 

Ber. Art thou one of the Worthies? 504 
Cost. It pleased them to think me worthy of 
Pompion the Great: for mine own part, I know 
not the degree of the Worthy, but I am to stand 
for him. 508 

Ber. Go, bid them prepare. 

Cost. We will turn it finely off, sir; we will 
take some care. I Exit. 

King. Berowne, they will shame us; let them 
not approach. 

Ber. We are shame-proof, my lord; and ’tis 
some policy J' 2 

To have one show worse than the king’s and 
his company. 

King. I say they shall not come. 

Prin. Nay, my good lord, let me o’errule 
you now. 515 

That sport best pleases that doth least know how; 
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Where zeal strives to content, and the contents 
Die in the zeal of those which it presents; 
Their form confounded makes most form in 
mirth, 

When great things labouring perish in their 
birth. 520 

Ber. A right description ofour sport, my lord. 

Enter armado. 

Arm. Anointed, I implore so much expense 
of thy royal sweet breath as will utter a brace of 
words. 324 

[armado converses with the king, and 
delivers a paper to him. 
Prin. Doth this man serve God 7 
Ber. Why ask you? 

Prin. He speaks not like a man of God's 
making. 327 

Arm. That’s all one, my fair, sweet, honey 
monarch; for, 1 protest, the schoolmaster is 
exceeding fantastical; too-too vain; too-too 
vain: but we will put it, as they say, to fortuna 
de la guerra. I wish you the peace of mind, 
most royal coupiement! lExit. 

King. Here is like to be a good presence of 
Worthies. He presents Hector of Troy; the 
swain, Pompey the Great; the parish curate, 
Alexander; Armado’s page, Hercules; the pe¬ 
dant, Judas Maccabfeus: 

And if these four Worthies in their first show 
thrive. 

These four will change habits and present the 
other five. 340 

Ber. There is five in the first show. 

King. You are deceived, 'tis not so. 

Ber. The pedant, the braggart, the hedge- 
priest, the fool, and the boy:— 544 

Abate throw at novum, and the whole world 
again 

Cannot pick out five such, take each one in his 
vein. 

King. The ship is under sail, and here she 
comes amain. 

Enter costard armed, for Pompey. 

Cost. I Pompey am ,— 

Boyet. You lie, you are not he. 348 

Cost. I Pompey am ,— 

Boyet. With libbard’s head on knee. 

Ber. Well said, old mocker: I must needs be 
friends with thee. 

Cost. I Pompey am, Pompey sumam’d the 
Big ,— 

Dum. ‘The Great.’ 55* 

Cost. It is ‘Great,’ air; Pompey sumam’d 
the Great; 

That oft in field, with targe and shield, did make 
my foe to sweat; 

And travelling along this coast, I here am come 
by chance. 

And lay my arms before the legs of this sweet 
lass of France. SJS 

If your ladyship would say, ‘ Thanks, Pompey,’ 
I had done. 

Prin. Great thanks, great Pompey. 
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Corf. Tis not so much worth: but I hope 
I was perfect. I made a little fault in ‘Great.’ 

Ber. My hat to a halfpenny, Pompey proves 
the best Worthy. 

Enter sir Nathaniel armed, for Alexander. 

Nath. When in the world I liv’d, I was the 
world’s commander; 

By east, west, north, and south, I spread my 
conquering might: 364 

My scutcheon plain declares that I am Alisan- 
der ,— 

Boyet. Your nose says, no, you are not; for 
it stands too right. 

Ber. Your nose smells ‘no,’ in this, most ten¬ 
der-smelling knight. 

Prin. The conqueror is dismay’d. Proceed, 
good Alexander. 368 

Nath. When in the world I liv’d, I was the 
world’s commander ;— 

Boyet. Most true; ’tis right; you were so, 
Alisander. 

Ber. Pompey the Great,— 

Cost. Your servant, and Costard. 57a 

Ber. Take away the conqueror, take away 
Alisander. 

Cost. (To Nathaniel.) O! sir, you have over¬ 
thrown Alisander the conqueror I You will be 
scraped out of the painted cloth for this: your 
lion, that holds his poll-axe sitting on a close- 
stool, will be given to Ajax: he will be the ninth 
Worthy. A conqueror, and afeard to speak f 
run away for shame, Alisander 1 [Nathaniel 
retires .] There, an’t shall please you: a foolish 
mild man: an honest man, look you, and soon 
dashed! He is a marvellous good neighbour, 
faith, and a very good bowler; but, for Alisan¬ 
der,—alas, you see how ’tis,—a little o’erparted. 
But there are Worthies a-coming will speak 
their mind in some other sort. 

Prin. Stand aside, good Pompey. 588 

Enter holofernes armed, for Judas; and 
moth armed, for Hercules. 

Hoi. Great Hercules is presented by this imp. 
Whose club kill’d Cerberus, that three-headed 
canis; 

And, when he was a babe, a child, a shrimp, 

. Thus did he strangle serpents in his manus. 
Quoniam, he seemeth in minority, 393 

Ergo, l come with this apology. 

Keep some state in thy exit, and vanish.— 

, , [moth retires. 

Judas l am .— 596 

Dum. A Judasl 
Hoi. Not Iscariot, sir. 

Judas I am, ycleped Maccabaus. 

Dum. Judas Maccabaeus clipt is plain Judas. 
Ber. A kissing traitor. How art thou prov’d 
Judas? 601 

Hot. Judas I am .— 

Dum. The more shame for you, Judas. 

Hoi. What mean you, sir? 604 

Boyet. To make Judas hang himself. 

Hoi. Begin, sir; you are my elder. 
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Ber. Well follow'd: Judas was hanged on an 
elder. 

Hoi. Iwillnotbeputoutofcountenance. 608 
Ber. Because thou hast no face. 

Hoi. What is this? 

Boyet. A cittern-head. 

Dum. The bead of a bodkin. fin 

Ber. A death’s face in a ring. 

Long. The face of an old Roman coin, scarce 
seen. 

Boyet. The pommel of Ctesar’s falchion. 
Dum. The carved-bone face on a flask. 61S 
Ber. Saint George’s half-cheek in a brooch. 
Dum. Ay, and in a brooch of lead. 

Ber. Ay, and worn in the cap of a tooth- 
drawer. 

And now forward; for we have put thee in 
countenance. 620 

Hoi. You have put me out of countenance. 
Ber. False: we have given thee faces. 

Hoi. But you have outfaced them all. 

Ber. An thou wert a lion, we would do so. 624 
Boyet. Therefore, as he is an ass, let him go. 
And so adieu, sweet Judel nay, why dost thou 
stay? 

Dum. For the latter end of his name. 

Ber. For the ass to the Jude? give it him:— 
Jud-as, away! 028 

Hoi. This is not generous, not gentle, not 
humble. 

Boyet. A light for Monsieur Judas! it grows 
dark, he may stumble. 

Brin. Alas! poor Maccabsos, how hath he 
been baited. 

Enter armado armed, for Hector. 

Ber. Hide thy head, Achilles: here conies 
Hector in arms. *33 

Dum. Though my mocks come home by me, 
I will now be merry. 

King. Hector was but a Troyan in respect of 
this. 637 

Boyet. But is this Hector? 

King. 1 think Hector was not so clean-tim¬ 
bered. fi 40 

Long. His calf is too big for Hector. 

Dum. More calf, certain. 

Boyet. No; he is best indued in the small. 
Ber. This cannot be Hector. 644 

Dum. He’s a god or a painter; for he makes 
faces. 

Arm. The armipotent Mara, of lances the 
almighty. 

Gave Hector a gift, — 648 

Dum. A gilt nutmeg. 

Ber. A lemon. 

Long. Stuck with doves. 

Dum. No, cloven. *52 

Arm. Peace! 

The armipotent Mars, of lances the almighty, 
Gart Hector a gift, the heir of llion; 

A man so breath’d, that certain he would fight 
ye 65s 

From mom till night, out of his pavilion. 

I am that flower ,— 


Dum. That mint. 

Long. That columbine. 

Arm. Sweet Lord Longaville, rein thy tongue. 
Long. I must rather give it the rein, for it 
runs against Hector. **« 

Dum. Ay, and Hector’s a greyhound. 

Arm. The sweet war-man is dead and rotten; 
sweet chucks, beat not the bones of the buried; 
when he breathed, he was a man. But! will for¬ 
ward with my device. ( 7 'o the princess.] Sweet 
royalty, bestow on me the sense of hearing. *67 
Brin. Speak, brave Hector; we are much de- 
lighted. 

Arm. I do adore thy sweet Grace’s slipper. 
Boyet. [Aside to dumaine.] Loves her by the 
foot. 672 

Dum. [Aside to boyet.] He may not by the 
yard. 

Arm. This Hector far surmounted Hanni¬ 
bal,— 

Cost. The party is gone; fellow Hector, she is 
gone; she is two months on her way. *77 
Arm. What meanest thou? 

Cost. Faith, unless you play the honest Troy¬ 
an, the poor wench is cast away: she’s quick; 
the child brags in her belly already: ’tis yours. 

Arm. Dost thou infamonizc me among po¬ 
tentates? Thou shalt die. 683 

Cost. Then shall Hector be whipped for Ja- 
quenetta that is quick by him, and hanged for 
Pompey that is dead by him. 

Dum. Most rare Pompey! 

Boyet. Renowned Pompey! *88 

Ber. Greater than great, great, great, great 
Pompey! Pompey the Huge 1 
Dum. Hector trembles. 

Ber. Pompey is moved. More Ates, more 
Ates! stir them on! stir them on! *93 

Dum. Hector will challenge him. 

Ber. Ay, if a’ have no more man's blood In's 
belly than will sup a flea. 696 

Arm. By the north pole, I do challenge thee. 
Cost. I will not fight with a pole, like a 
northern man: I’ll slash; I'll do It by the 
sword. I bepray you, let me borrow my arms 
again. 701 

Dum. Room for the incensed Worthies! 
Cost. I’ll do it in my shirt. 

Dum. Most resolute Pompey! 704 

Moth. Master, let me take you a button-hole 
lower. Do you not see Pompey is uncasing for 
the combat? What mean you? you will lose 
your reputation. 708 

Arm. Gentlemen and soldiers, pardon me; I 
will not combat in my shirt. 

Dum. You may not deny it; Pompey bath 
made the challenge. 712 

Arm. Sweet bloods, I both may and will. 
Ber. What reason have you for’t? 

Arm. The naked truth of it is, I have no 
shirt. I go woolward for penance. 71* 

Boyet. True, and it was enjoined him in Rome 
for want of linen: since when. I’ll be sworn, he 
wore none but a dish-clout of Jaquenetta's, and 
that a’ wears next his heart for • favour. 720 
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Enter Monsieur marcade, a Messenger. 
Mar. God save you, madam! 

Prin. Welcome, Marcade; 

But that thou inteirupt’st our merriment. 

Mar. I am sorry, madam; for the news I 
bring 724 

Is heavy in my tongue. The king your father— 
Prin. Dead, for my life! 

Mar. Even so: my tale is told. 

Ber. Worthies, away l The scene begins to 
cloud. 729 

Arm. For my own part, I breathe free breath. 
I have seen the day of wrong through the little 
hole of discretion, and I will right myself like a 
soldier. [Exeunt Worthies. 

King. How fares your majesty? 

Prin. Boyet, prepare: 1 will away to-night. 
King. Madam, not so: I do beseech y ou, 
stay, 736 

Prin. Prepare, I say. I thank you, gracious 
lords, 

For all your fair endeavours; and entreat. 

Out of a new-sad soul, that you vouchsafe 
In your rich wisdom to excuse or hide 740 

The liberal opposition of our spirits. 

If over-boldly we have borne ourselves 
In the converse of breath; your gentleness 
Was guilty of it. Farewell, worthy lord 1 744 

A heavy heart bears not a nimble tongue, 
Excuse me so, coming so short of thanks 
For my great suit so easily obtain'd. 

King. The extreme part of time extremely 
forms 748 

All causes to the purpose of his speed. 

And often, at his very loose, decides 
That which long process could not arbitrate; 
And though the mourning brow of progeny 752 
Forbid the smiling courtesy of love 
The holy suit which fain it would convince; 
Yet, since love’s argument was first on foot. 
Let not the cloud of sorrow justle it 75 * 
From what it purpos'd; since, to wail friends lost 
Is not by much so wholesome-profitable 
As to rejoice at friends but newly found. 

Prin. I understand you not: my griefs are 
double. 760 

Ber. Honest plain words best pierce the car 
of grief; 

And by these badges understand the king. 

For your fair sakes have we neglected time, 
Play d foul play with our oaths. Your beauty, 
ladies, 7*4 

Hath much deform’d is, fashioning our humours 
Even to the opposed end of our intents; 

And what in us hath seem'd ridiculous,— 

As love is foil of unbefitting strains: 76* 

All wanton as a child, skipping and vain; 
Form’d by the eye, and, therefore, like the eye, 
Full of stray shapes, of habits and of forms. 
Varying in subjects, as the eye doth roll 772 

To every varied object In his glance: 

Which parti-coated presence of loose love 
Put on by us, if, in your heavenly eyes. 

Have misbecome our oaths and gravities, 77 * 
Those heavenly eyes, that look into these faults. 
Suggested us to make. Therefore, ladies. 


Our love being yours, the error that love makes 
Is likewise yours: we to ourselves prove false. 
By being once false for ever to be true 781 
To those that make us both,—fait ladies, you: 
And even that falsehood, in itself a sin, 

Thus purifies itself and turns to grace. 7*4 
Prin. We have receiv’d your letters full of 
love; 

Your favours, the embassadors of love; 

And, in our maiden council, rated them 
At courtship, pleasant jest, and courtesy, 788 
As bombast and as lining to the time. 

But more devout than this in our respects 
Have we not been; and therefore met your 
loves 

In their own fashion, like a merriment. 792 
Dum. Our letters, madam, show’d much 
more than jest. 

Long. So did our looks. 

Ros. We did not quote them so. 

King. Now, at the latest minute of the hour, 
Gram us your loves. 

Prin. A time, methinks, too short 

To make a world-without-cnd bargajn in. 797 
No, no, my lord, your Grace is perjur’d much. 
Full of dear guiltiness; and therefore this: 

If for ray love,—as there is no such cause,— 800 
You will do aught, this shall you do for me: 
Your oath I will not trust; but go with speed 
To some forlorn and naked hermitage. 
Remote from ail the pleasures of the world; 804 
There stay, until the twelve celestial signs 
Have brought about their annual reckoning. 
If this austere insociable life 807 

Change not your offer made in heat of blood; 
If frosts and fasts, bard lodging and thin weeds, 
Nip not the gaudy blossoms of your love. 

But that it bear this trial and last love; 

Then, at the expiration of the year, 812 

Come challenge me, challenge me by these de¬ 
serts. 

And, by this virgin palm now kissing thine, 

1 will be thine; and, till that instant, shut 
My wofu) self up in a mourning house, 81* 
Raining the tears of lamentation 
For the remembrance of my father’s death. 

If this thou do deny, let our hands part; 
Neither intitled in the other's heart 820 
King. If this, or more than this, I would deny. 
To flatter up these powers of mine with rest. 
The sudden hand of death close up mine eye! 
Hence ever then my heart is in thy breast 824 
Ber. And what to me, my love land what to 
me? 

Ros. You must be purged too, your tins are 
rack’d: 

You are attaint with faults and perjury; 
Therefore, if you ray favour mean to get, 828 
A twelvemonth shall you spend, and never rest. 
But seek the weary beds of people sick. - 
Dum. But what to me, my love? but what to 
me? 

Kath. A wife! A beard, fair health, and 
honesty; 83a 

With three-fold love I wish you all these three. 
Dum. 01 shall I say, 1 thank you, gentle wife ? 



LOVE’S LABOUR’S LOST 


Kath. Not so, my lord. A twelvemonth and 
a day 

I'll mark no words that smooth-fac’d wooers 
say: 8 -i 6 

Come when the king doth to my lady come; 

Then, if I have much love, I’ll give you some. 
Dum. I’ll serve thee true and faithfully till 
then. , , 

Kath. Yet swear not, lest you be forsworn 
again. * 4 ° 

Long. What says Maria? 

Mar. At the twelvemonth s end 


170 (ACT V, SCENE n 

King. Come, sir, it wants a twelvemonth and 
a day. 

And then ’twill end. 

Ber. That’s too long for a play. 

Enter armado. 


Arm. Sweet majesty, vouchsafe me,— 

Prin. Was not that Hector? 888 

Dum. The worthy knight of Troy. 

Arm. I will kiss thy royal finger, and take 
leave. I am a votary; I have vowed to Jaque- 
netta to hold the plough for her sweet love three 
years. But, most esteemed greatness, will you 
hear the dialogue that the two learned men have 
s , compiled in praise of the owl and the cuckoo ? it 


i i, „ f.ithrul t'rimH years, out, most esieeineu grcauicss, win jvu 

I llchangemyblackgown fora fait . • hear the dialogue that the two learned men have 

Long. I 11 Stay With patience, OUt t eu ....nrmil^rlmnraiaftnl' the owl and the cuckoo? It 

long. 


should have followed in the end of our show. 896 
King. Call them forth quickly; we will do so. 
Arm. Holla! approach. 


Re-enter holofernes, Nathaniel, moth, 
costard, and others. 

This side is Hicms, Winter; this Ver, the Spring; 
the one maintained by the owl, the other by the 

901 


Mar. The liker you: few taller are so young 
Ber. Studies my lady? mistress, look on me. 

Behold the window of my heart, mine eye, 

What humble suit attends thy answer there; 

Impose some service on me for thy love. 898 
Ros. Oft have I heard of you, my Lord 
Berowne, , , m. ...m... 

Before I saw you, and the world s large tongue cuc k 00 . Ver, begin. 
Proclaims you for a man replete with mocks; 

Full of comparisons and wounding flouts, 85a sfkinu 

Which you on all estates will execute 
That lie within the mercy of your wit: 

To weed this wormwood from your fruitful 
brain, 

And therewithal to win me, if you please,— 85s 
Without the which I am not to be won,— 

You shall this twelvemonth term, from day to 
day, 

Visit the speechless sick, and still converse 
With groaning wretches; and your task shall be. 

With all the fierce endeavour of your wit 8S1 
To enforce the pained impotent to smile. 

Ber. To move wild laughter in the throat of 
death? 

It cannot be; it is impossible: 864 

Mirth cannot move a soul in agony. 

Ros. Why, that’s the way to choke a gibing 
spirit. 

Whose influence is begot of that loose grace 
Which shallow laughing hearers give to fools. 

A jest’s prosperity lies in the ear 869 

Of him that hears it, never in the tongue 
Of him that makes it: then, if sickly ears, 

Deaf’d with the clamours of their own dear 
groans, , 872 

'Will hear your idle scorns, continue them. 

And I will have you and that fault withal; 

But if they will not, throw away that spirit. 

And I shall find you empty of that fault, 876 
Right joyful of your reformation. 

Ber. A twelvemonth 1 well, befall what will 
befall. 

I’ll jest a twelvemonth in a hospital. 

JPrin. [To the kino.) Ay, sweet my lord; and 
so I take my leave. 880 

King. No, madam; we will bring you on your 


Ber ^Our wooing doth not end like an old 

Jaclc^hath not Jill; these ladies’ courtesy 
Might well have made our sport a comedy. 884 


I 

When daisies pied and violets blue 
And lady-smocks all silver-white 
And cuckoo-buds of yellow hue 904 

Do paint the meadows with delight, 

The cuckoo then, on every tree. 

Mocks married men; for thus sings he. 

Cuckoo; 908 

Cuckoo, cuckoo: O, word of tear, 

Unplcastng to a married ear! 

II 

When shepherds pipe on oaten straws. 

And merry larks are ploughmen’s clocks, 912 
When turtles tread, and rooks, and daws. 

And maidens bleach their summer smocks. 
The cuckoo then, on every tiee. 

Mocks married men; for thus sings he, 9 1 ® 

Cuckoo; 

Cuckoo, cuckpo: O, word of fear, 

Unplcasing to'a married earl 

WINTER 

III 

When icicles hang by the wall, 9*0 

And Dick the shepherd blows his natl. 

And Tom bears logs into the hall. 

And milk comes frozen home in pail. 

When blood Is nipp’d, and ways be foul, 924 
Then nightly lings the staring owl, 

Tu-who; 

Tu-whit, tu-who—a merry note. 

While greasy Joan doth keel the pot. 928 

IV 

When all aloud the wind doth blow, 

And coughing drowns the parson’s saw. 

And birds sit brooding in the snow. 

And Marian’s nose looks red and raw, 932 
When roasted crabs hiss in the bowl. 

Then nightly sings the staring owl, 

Tu-who; 

Tu-whit, tu-who—-a merry note, 936 

While greasy Joan doth keel the pot 

Arm. The words of Mercury are harsh after 
the songs of Apollo. You, that way: we, this 
way. [Exeunt. 
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DRAMATIS PERSON.® 


Theseus, Duke of Athens. 

Egeus, Father to Hermia. 

D^S,} inlovewith Hcrmia - 
Philostrate, Master of the Revels to Theseus. 
Quince, a Carpenter. 

Snuo, a Joiner. 

Bottom, a Weaver. 

Flute, a Bello ws-mender. 

Snout, a Tinker. 

Starveling, a Tailor. 

Hwpolyta, Queen of the Amazons, betrothed to 
Theseus. 


Hermia, Daughter to Egeus, in love with Lysondar. 
Helena, in love with Demetrius. 

Oberon, King of the Fairies. 

Titania, Queen of the Fairies. 

Puck, or Robin Goodfellow. 

Pease-Blossom, \ 

8SE* H- 

Mustakd-sceo, I 

Other Fairies attending their King and Queen. Atten¬ 
dants on Theseus and Hippolyta. 


Scene.— Athens, and a Wood near it. 


ACT I 


Scene I.— Athens. The Palace of THESEUS. 
Enter THESEUS, HIPPOLYTA. PHILOSTRATE, 

and Attendants. 

The. Now, fair Elippolyta, our nuptial hour 
Draws on apace: four happy days bring in 
Another moon; but O! methinks how slow 
This old moon wanes; she lingers my desires, 4 
Like to a step-dame, or a dowager 
Long withering out a young man’s revenue. 
Hip. Four days will quickly steep themselves 
in night; 

Fournightswillquicklydreamawaythetime; 8 
And then the moon, like to a silver bow 
New-bent in heaven, shall behold the night 
Of our solemnities. 

The. Go, Philostrate, 

Stir up the Athenian youth to memments; is 
Awake the pert and nimble spirit of mirth; 
Turn melancholy forth to funerals; 

The pale companion is not for our pomp, 

[Exit PHILOSTRATE. 

Hippolyta, I woo’d thee with my sword, id 
And won thy love doing thee injuries; 

But I will wed thee in another key, 

With pomp, with triumph, and with revelling. 

Enter egeus, hermia, lysander, and 

DEMETRIUS. 

Ege. Happy be Theseus, our renowned duke! 
The. Thanks, good Egeus: what’s the news 
with thee? 

Ege. Full of vexation come I, with complaint 
Against my child, my daughter Hermia. 

Stand forth, Demetrius. My noble lord, >4 
This man hath my consent to marry her. 
Stand forth, Lysander; and, my gracious duke, 
This man hath bewitch’d the bosom of my child: 
1 nou, thou, Lysander, thouhaatgivenher rimes, 
And interchang’d love-tokens with my child; 29 
Thou hast by moonlight af her window sung. 
With feigning voice, verses of feigning love; 


And stol’n the impression of her fantasy 32 
With bracelets of thy hair, rings, gawds, con¬ 
ceits. 

Knacks, trifles, nosegays, sweetmeats, messen¬ 
gers 

Of strong prevailment in unharden’d youth; 
With cunning hast thou filch’d my daughter’s 
heart; 36 

Turn’d her obedience, which is due to me, 

To stubborn harshness. And,mygraciousduke, 
Be it so she will not here before your Grace 
Consent to marry with Demetrius, 40 

I beg the ancient privilege of Athens, 

As she is mine, I may dispose of her; 

Which shall be either to this gentleman. 

Or to her death, according to our law 44 

Immediately provided in that case. 

The. What say you, Hermia? be advis’d, fair 
maid. 

To you, your father should be as a god; 

One that compos'd your beauties, yea, and one 
To whom you are but as a form in wax 49 
By him imprinted, and within his power 
To leave the figure or disfigure it. 

Demetrius is a worthy gentleman. 32 

Her. So is Lysander. 

The. In himself he is; 

But, in this kind, wanting your father’s voice, 
The other must be held tne worthier. 

Her. I would my father look’d but with my 
eyes. 56 

The. Rather your eyes must with his judg¬ 
ment look. 

Her. I do entreat your Grace to pardon me. 
I know not by what power I am made bold, 
Nor how it may concern my modesty so 
In such a presence here to plead my thoughts; 
But I beseech your Grace, that I may know 
The worst that may befall me la this case. 

If I refuse to wed Demetrius. 64 

The. Either to die the death, or to abjure 
For ever the society^C men. 

Therefore, faijjfermia, question your desires; 
Know ofyotir youth, examine well your blood. 
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Whether, if you yield not to your father’s choice. 
You can endure the livery of a nun. 

For aye to be in shady cloister mew’d. 

To live a barren sister all your life, 72 

Chanting faint hymns to the cold fruitless moon. 
Thrice blessed they that master so their blood. 
To undergo such maiden pilgrimage; 

But earthner happy is the rose distiil’d, 76 
Than that which withering on the virgin thorn 
Grows, lives, and dies, in single blessedness. 

Her. So will I grow, so live, so die, my lord. 
Ere I will yield my virgin patent up So 

Unto his lordship, whose unwished yoke 
My soul consents not to give sovereignty. 

The, Take time to pause; and, by the next 
new moon,— 

The sealing-day betwixt my love and me 84 
For everlasting bond of fellowship,— 

Upon that day either prepare to uic 
For disobedience to your father's will. 

Or else to wed Demetrius, as he would; 88 
Or on Diana’s altar to protest 
For aye austerity and single life. 

Dem. Relent, sweet Ilcrmia; and, Lysander, 
yield 

Thy crazed title to my certain right. 92 

Lys. You have her father’s love, Demetrius; 
Let me have Hermia’s: do you marry lum. 
Ege. Scornful Lysander 1 true, he hath my 
love. 

And what is min e my love shall render him; 9$ 
And she is mine, and all my right of her 
I do estate unto Demetrius. 

Lys. I am, my lord, as well deriv'd as he, 

As well possess'd; my love is more than his; 100 
My fortunes every way as fairly rank’d 
If not with vantage, as Demetrius’; 

And, which is more than all these boasts can be, 
I am belov’d of beauteous Hermia. 104 

Why should not l then prosecute my right? 
Demetrius, I’ll avouch it to his head. 

Made love to Nedar’s daughter, Helena, 

And won her soul; and she, sweet lady, dotes. 
Devoutly dotes, dotes In idolatry, 109 

Upon this spotted and inconstant man. 

The. I must confess that I have heard so 
much. 

And with Demetrius thought to have spoke 
thereof; 112 

But, being over-fall of self-affairs. 

My mind did lose it. But, Demetrius, come; 
And come, Egeus; you shall go with me, 

I have some private schooling for you both. ri6 
For you, fair Hermia, look you arm yourself 
To fit your fancies to your father’s will, 

Or else the law of Athens yields you up. 
Which by no means we may extenuate, 120 
To death, or to a vow of single life. 

Come, my Hippolyta: what cheer, my love? 
Demetrius ana Egeus, go along; 

I must employ you in some business 124 
Against our nuptial, and confer with you 
Of something nearly that concerns yourselves. 
Ege. With duty and desire we follow you. 
lExeunt theseus, hippolyta, egeus, 
DEMETUUS, and Train. 


Lys. Hownow.mylovel Why is your cheek 
so pale? 128 

How chance the roses there do fade so last? 
Her. Belike for want of rain, which I could 
well 

Beteem them from the tempest of mine eyes. 
Lys. Ay me! for aught that ever I could 
read, sya 

Could ever hear by tale or history, 

The course of true love never did run smooth; 
But, either it was different in blood,— 

Her. O cross 1 too high to be enthrall’d to 
low. 136 

Lys. Or else misgraffed in respect of years,— 
Her. O spitel too old to be engag’d to young. 
Lys. Or else it stood upon the choice of 
friends,— 139 

Her. O hell! to choose love by another’s eye. 
Lys. Or, if there were a sympathy in choice. 
War, death, or sickness did lay siege to it, 
Makiug it momentany as a sound. 

Swift as a shadow, short os any dream, 144 
Brief as the lightning in the coliied night. 
That, in a spleen, unfolds both heaven and earth. 
And ere a man hath power to say, ‘ Behold 1 ' 
The jaws of darkness do devour it up: 148 

So quick bright things come to confusion. 

Her. If then true lovers have been ever cross’d. 
It stands as an edict in destiny; 

Then let us teach our trial patience, 153 

Because it is a customary cross, 

As due to love as thoughts and dreams and 
sighs. 

Wishes and tears, poor fancy's followers. 

Lys. A good persuasion: therefore, hear me, 
Hermia. 156 

I have a widow aunt, a dowager 
Of great revenue, ana she haft no child: 

From A thens is her house remote seven leagues; 
And she respects me as her only son. x 6 o 

There, gentle Hermia, may I marry thee. 

And to that place the sharp Athenian law 
Cannot pursue us. If thou lov’st me then. 
Steal forth thy father’s house to-morrow night, 
And in the wood, a league without the town, 165 
Where I did meet thee once with Helena, 

To do observance to a mom of May, 

There will I stay for thee. 

Her. My good Lysander! 168 

I swear to thee by Cupid’s strongest bow. 

By his best arrow with the golden head 
By the simplicity of Venus’ doves, 

By that which knitteth souls and prospers loves. 
And by that firs which bura’a the Carthage 
queen, 173 

When the false Troyan under sail was seen. 
By all the vows that ever men have broke,— 
In number more than ever women spoke,— <76 
In that same place thou hast appointed me. 
To-morrow truly will I meet with thee. 

Lys. Keep promise, love. Look, here comes 
Helena. 

Enter HELENA. 

Her. God speed lair Helena! Whither away? 
Hal. Call you me fair? that fair again unsay. 
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Demetrius loves your fair: O happy fair! And therefore Is Love sold to be a child. 
Your eyes are lode*stars! and your tongue's Because in choice he is so oft beguil’d. 

sweet air As waggish boys in game themselves forswear. 

More tuneable than lark to shepherd’s ear, 184 So the boy Love is peritir'd every where; 241 
When wheat is green, when hawthorn buds For ere Demetrius look’d on Hermia’s eyne, 
appear. He hail'd down oaths that he was only mine; 

Sickness is catching: O! were favour so. And when this hail some heat from Hermia felt. 
Yours would 1 catch, fair Hermia, ere I go; So he dissolv'd, and showers of oaths did melt. 
Myearshouldcatchyourvoice.my eyeyoureye, I will go tell him of fair Hermia’s flight: *46 
My tongue should catch your tongue’s sweet Then to the wood will he to-morrow night 
melody. _ 189 Pursue her; and for this intelligence 


Were the world mine, Demetrius being bated, 
The rest I’d give to be to you translated. 

OI teach me how you look, and with what art 
You sway the motion of Demetrius’ heart. 193 
Her. 1 frown upon him, yet he loves me still. 
Hcl. O! that your frowns would teach my 
smiles such skill. 

Her. 1 give him curses, yet he gives me lovu 
Hel. OT that my prayers could such affection 
move. 197 

Her. The morel bate, the more he tollows 
me. 

Hel. The more I love, the more he hateth me. 
Her. His folly, Helena, is no fault of mine. 


If I have thanks, it is a dear expense: 

But herein mean I to enrich my pain, 250 
To have his sight thither and back again. {Exit. 


Scene n.- 


-The Same. A Room in quince’s 
House. 


Enter quince, snug, bottom, flute, snout, 

and STARVELING. 


Quin. Is all our company here! 

Bot. You were best to call them generally, 
man by man, according to the scrip. 

Quin. Here is the scroll of every man’s name, 
Hel. None, but your beauty: would that fault which is thought fit, through all Athens, to play 
were mine 1 201 in our interlude before the duke and the duchess 

Her. Take comfort: he no more shall see my on his wedding-day at night. 7 

face: Bot. First, good Peter Quince, say what the 

Lysander and myself will fly this plar- play treats on; then read the names of the 

Before the time I did Lysander see, 204 actors, and so grow to a point. 10 

Seem'd Athens as a paradise to me: Quin. Marry, our play is, The most lament- 

Ol then, what graces in my love do dwell, tble comedy, and most cruel death of Pyramus 

That he hath turn'd a heaven unto a hell. and Thisby. 13 

Lys. Helen, to you our minds we will unfold. Bot. A very good piece of work, I assure yon. 


To-morrow night, when Phosbe doth behold 
Her silver visage in the wat’ry glass, 210 
Decking with liquid pearl the bladed grass,- 
A time that lovers’ flights doth still conceal,- 
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and a merry. Now, good Peter Quince, Call 
forth your actors by the scroll. Masters, spread 
yourselves. i? 

Quin. Answer as I coll yon. Nick Bottom, 


Through Athens’ gates have we devis’d to steal, the weaver. 

Her. And in the wood, were often you and I Bot. Ready. Name what part I am for, and 
Upon faint primrose-beds were wont to lie, proceed. at 

Emptying our bosoms of their counsel sweet, Quin. You, Nick Bottom, are set down for 
There my Lysander and myself shall meet; 217 Pyramus. 

And thence from Athens turn away our eyes, Bot. What is Pyramus? a lover, or a tyrant? 

To seek new friends and stranger companies. Quin. A lover, that kills himself most gal- 

Farewell, sweet playfellow: pray thou for us; lantly for love. »s 

And good luck grant thee thy Demetrius I 221 Bot. That will ask some tears in the true per- 
Keep word, Lysander: we must starve our sight forming of it: if I do it, let the audience look to 
From lovers’ food till morrow deep midnight, their eyes; I will move storms, I will condole 
Lys. I will, my Hermia.— ] Exit hermia.] in some measure. To the rest: yet my chief 
Helena, adieu: 324 humour is for a tyrant I could play Ercles 

As you on him, Demetrius dote on youl IExit, rarely, or a part to tear a cat in, to make all 
Hel. How happy some o’er other some can split. S 3 

. hel The raring rocks 

Through Athens I am thought as fair as she; . 

But what of that? Demetrius thinks not so; 

He will not know what ail but be do know; 229 
And as he errs, doting on Hermia's eyes. 

So I, admiring of his qualities. 

Things base and vile, holding no quantity, 232 
Dive can transpose to fonn and dignity. 

Love looks not with the eyes, but with the mind. 

And therefore is wing’d Cupid painted blind. 

Nor hath Love’s mind of any judgment taste; 

Wings and no eyes figure unheedy haste: 237 


And shivering shocks 
Shall break the locks 3 $ 

Of prison gates: 

And Phibbus’ car 
Shall shine from faf 
And make and mar *0 

The foolish Fates 

This was lofty! Now name the rest rtf the 
players. This is Ercles' vein, a tyrant’s van; a 
lover is more condoling. . 44 

Quin. Francis Flute, the bellows-menderi 
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Flu. Here, Peter Quince. 

Quin. You must take Thisby on you. 47 
Flu. What is Thisby? a wandering knight? 
Quin. It is the lady that Pyramus must Icve. 
Flu. Nay, faith, let not me play a woman; I 
have a beard coming. 51 

Quin. That’s all one: you shall play it in a 
mask, and you may speak as small as you will. 

Bot. An I may hide my face, let me play 
Thisby too. I’ll speak in a monstrous little 
voice, ‘ Thisne, Tbisae I ’ ‘ Ah, Pyramus, my lover 
dear; thy Thisby dear, and lady dear!’ 57 
Quin. No, no; you must play Pyramus; and 
Flute, you Thisby. 

Bot. Well, proceed. 60 

Quin. Robin Starveling, the tailor. 

Star. Here, Peter Quince. 

Quin. Robm Starveling, you must play This- 
by's mother. Tom Snout, the tinker. 64 
Snout. Here, Peter Quince. 

Quin. You, Pyraraus’s father; myself, This- 
by’s father; Snug, the joiner, you the lion’s part: 
and, I hope, here is a play fitted. 63 

Snug. Have you the lion’s part written? pray 
you, if it be, give it me, for I am slow of study. 

Quin. You may do it extempore, for it is no¬ 
thing but roaring. 72 

Bot. Let me play the lion too. I will roar, 
that I will do any man’s heart good to hear me; 
I will roar, that I will make the duke say, ’Let 
him roar again, let him roar again.’ 76 

Quin. An you should do it too terribly, you 
would fright the duchess and the ladies, that 
they would shriek; and that were enough to 
hang us all. 80 

All. That would hang us, every mother’s son. 
Bot. I grant you, friends, if that you should 
fright the ladies out of their wits, they would 
have no more discretion but to hang us; but I 
will aggravate my voice so that I will roar you 
as gently as any sucking dove; I will roar you 
as twere any nightingale. 87 

Quin. You can play no part but Pyramus; 
for Pyramus is a sweet-faced man; a proper 
man, as one shall see in a summer’s day; a 
most lovely, gentleman-like man; therefore, you 
must needs play Pyramus. 92 

Bot. Well, I will undertake it. What beard 
were I best to play it in? 

Quin. Why, what you will. 

Bot. I will discharge it in either your straw- 
colour beard, your orange-tawny beard, your 
purple-in-grain beard, or your French-crown 
colour beard, your perfect yellow. 99 

Quin. Some of your French crowns have no 
hair at all, and then you will play bare-faced. 
But masters, here are your parts; and I am to 
entreat you, request you, and desire you, to con 
them by to-morrow night, and meet me in the 
palace wood, a mile without the town, by moon¬ 
light: there will we rehearse; for if we meet in 
the city, we shall be dogged with conmany, and 
our devices known. In the meantime I will draw 
a bill of properties, such as our play wants. I 
pray you, fail me not. no 

Bot. We will meet; and there we may re¬ 


hearse more obscenely and courageously. Take 
pains; be perfect; adieu. 

Quin. At the duke’s oak we meet. 

Bot. Enough; hold, or cut bow-strings. 115 

[Exeunt. 


ACT n 

Scene l.—A Wood near Athena. 
Enter a Fairy on one side, and puck on the 
other. 


Puck. How now, spirit! whither wander you ? 
Fai. Over hill, over dale, 

Thorough bush, thorough brier. 
Over park, over pale, 4 

Thorough flood, thorough fire, 

I do wander every where, 

Swifter than the moone’s sphere; 

And I serve the fairy queen, 8 

To dew her orbs upon the green: 

The cowslips tall her pensioners be; 

In their gold coats spots you see; 
Those be rubies, fairy favours, is 

In their freckles live their savours: 

I must go seek some dew-drops here, 

And hang a pearl in every cowslip’s ear. 
Farewell, thou lob of spirits: I'll be gone; 16 
Our queen and all her elves come here anon. 
Puck. The king doth keep his revels here to¬ 
night. 

Take heed the queen come not within his sight; 
For Oberon is passing fell and wrath, 20 
Because that she as her attendant hath 
A lovely boy, stol’n from an Indian king; 

She never had so sweet a changeling; 

And jealous Oberon would have the child 24 
Knight of his train, to trace the forests wild; 
But she, perforce, withholds the loved boy. 
Crowns him with flowers, and makes him all 
her joy. 

And now they never meet in grove, or green, 28 
By fountain clear, or spangled starlight sheen. 
But they do square; that all their elves, for 
fear, 

Creep into acorn-cups and hide them there. 
Fai. Either I mistake your shape and making 
quite, 32 

Or else you are that shrewd and knavish sprite 
Call’d Robin Goodfellow: are you not he 
That frights the maidens of the villagery; 
Skim milk, and sometimes labour in the quern, 
And bootless make the breathless housewife 
chum; 37 

And sometime make the drink to bear no barm; 
Mislead night-wanderers, laughing at their 
harm? 


Those that Hobgoblin call you and sweet Pnck, 
You do their work, and they shall have good 
luck: 41 

Are you not he? 

Puck. Fairy, thou speak’st aright; 

I am that merry wanderer of the night. 

I jest to Oberon, and make him smile 44 
When I a fat and bean-fed horse beguile, 
Neighing in likeness of a filly foal: 

And sometime lurk I in a gossip’s bowl, 
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In very likeness of a roasted crab; 48 

And, when she drinks, against her lips I bob 
And on her wither’d dewlap pour the ale. 

The wisest aunt, telling the saddest tale. 
Sometime for three-foot stool mistaketh me; 52 
Then slip I from her bum, down topples she, 
And ‘tailor’ cries, and falls into a cough; 

And then the whole quire hold their hips and 
lofif; 

And waxen in their mirth, and neeze, and 
swear 56 

A merrier hour was never wasted there. 

But, room, fairy! here comes Oberon. 
tai. And here my mistress. Would that he 
were gone! 

1 Enter oberon from one side, with his Train; 
and HTAN1A from the other, with hers. 
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That rheumatic diseases do abound: 

And thorough this d is temperature we see 
The seasons alter: hoary-headed frosts 
Fall in the fresh lap of the crimson rose, 108 
And on old Hiems' thin and icy crown 
An odorous chaplet of sweet summer buds 
Is, as in mockery, set. The spring, the summer. 
The childing autumn, angry winter, change 112 
Their wonted liveries, and the mazed world, 
Bv their increase, now knows not which is which. 
And this same progeny of evil comes 
From our debate, from our dissension: 116 
We axe their parents and original. 

Obe. Do you amend it then; it lies in you. 
Why should Titania cross her Oberon? 

I do but beg a little changeling boy, 120 
To be my henchman. 

Tit a. Set your heart at pest; 

Obe. Ill met by moonlight, proud Titania. So The fairy land buys not the child of me. 

Tita. What! jealous Oberon. Fairies, skip His mother was a votaress of my order: 
hence: And, in the spiced Indian air, by night, 124 

I have forsworn his bed and company. Full often hath she gossip'd by my side, 

Obe. Tarry, rash wanton! am not I thy lord ? And sat with me on Neptune’s yellow sands, 
Tita. Then, I must be thy lady: but I know Marking the embarked traders on the flood; 
When thou hast stol’naway from fairyland, 65 When we have laugh’d to see the sails concent 
And in the shape of Corin sat all day, * —* u! " »*“ ’ 

Playing on pipes of com, and versing love 
To amorous Phillida. Why art thou here, 68 
Come from the furthest steppe of India? 


But that, forsooth, the bouncing Amazon, 
Your buskin'd mistress and your warrior love, 
To Theseus must be wedded, and you come 72 
To give their bed joy and prosperity. 

Obe. Howcanst thou thus for shame, Titania, 
Glance at my credit with Hippolyta, 

Knowing I know thy love to Theseus? 76 
Didst thou not lead him through the glimmer¬ 
ing night 

From Perigouna, whom he ravished? 

And make him with fair Algle break his faith. 
With Ariadne, and Antiopa? 80 

Tita. These are the forgeries of jealousy: 
And never, since the middle summer’s spring, 
Met we on hill, in dale, forest, or mead. 

By paved fountain, or by rushy brook, 84 
Or in the beached margent of ti e sea, 

To dance our ringlets to the whistling wind. 
But with thy brawls thou hast disturb’d our 
sport. 

Therefore the winds, piping to us in vain, 88 
As in revenge, have suck’d up from the sea 
Contagious fogs; which, falling in the land, 


___ conceive 

And grow big-bellied with the wanton wind; 
Which she, with pretty and with swimming gait 
Following,—her womb then rich with my young 
squire,— 

Would imitate, and sail upon the land, 132 
To fetch me trifles, and return again. 

As from a voyage, rich with merchandise. 

But she, being mortal, of that boy did die; 
And for her sake I do rear up her boy, 136 
And for her sake I will not part with him. 
Obe. How long within this wood intend you 
stay? 

Tita. Perchance, till after Theseus’ wedding- 
day. 

If you will patiently dance in our round, 140 
And see our moonlight revels, go with us; 

If not, shun me, and I will spare your haunts. 
Obe. Give me that boy, and I will go with 
thee. 

Tita. Not for thy fairy kingdom. Fairies, 
away! *44 

We shall chide downright, if I longer stay. 

[Exit titania with her Train. 
Obe. Well, go thy way: thou shalt not from 
this grove 

Till I torment thee for this injury. 

My gentle Puck, come hither. Thou retnem- 
ber’st *48 


Have every pelting river made so proud 

That they have overborne their continents: 92 Since once I sat upon a promontory, 

The ox hath therefore stretch’d his yoke in vain. And heard a mermaid on a dolphin s pack 
Theploughmanlosthissweat.andthegreencom Uttering such dulcet and harmonious breath. 
Hath rotted ere his youth attain’d a beard: That the rude sea grew civil at her song, 152 
The fold stands empty in the drowned field, 96 And certain stars shot madly from their spheres 
And crows are fatted with the murrion flock; To hear the sea-maid’s music. 


The nine men’s morris is fill’d up with mud. 
And the quaint mazes in the wanton green 
For lack of tread are undistlnguishable; too 
The human mortals want their winter here: 
No night is now with hymn or carol blest: 
Therefore the moon, the governess of floods, 


Puck. I remember. 

Obe. That vety time I saw, but thou couldst 
not, 

Flying between the cold moon and the earth, 
Cupid all arm’d: a certain aim he took 1 57 
At a fair vestal throned by the west. 


Pale in her anger, washes all the air, >04 And loos’d his love-shaft smartly from his bow, 
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As It should pierce a hundred thousand hearts; To trust the opportunity of night 
But 1 might see young Cupid's fiery shaft isi And the ill counsel of a desert place 
Quench'd in the chaste beams of the wat'ry With the rich worth of your virginity. 

moon, Hel. Your virtue is my privilege: for that 220 

And the imperial votaress passed on. It is not night when I do see your face. 

In maiden meditation, fancy-free. 164 Therefore X think I am not in the night; 

Yet mark’d X where the bolt of Cupid fell: Nor doth this wood lack worlds of company, 

It fell upon a little western flower, For you in my respect are all the world: 27.4 

Before milk-white, now purple with love’s Then how can it be said I am alone, 

wound. When all the world is here to look on me? 

And maidens call it. Love-in-idleness. 168 Dem. I’ll run from thee and hide me in the 
Fetch me that flower; the herb I show’d thee brakes, 

once: _ And leave thee to the mercy of wild beasts. 228 

The Juice of it on sleeping eyelids laid Hel. The wildest hath not such a heart as you. 

Will make or man or woman madly dote Run when you wifl, the story shall be chang’d; 
Upon the next live creature that it secs. 172 Apollo flies, and Daphne holds the chase; 
Fetch me this herb; and be thou here again The dove pursues the griffin; the mild hind 232 
Ere the leviathan can swim a league. Makes speed to catch the tiger: bootless speed, 

Puck. I’ll put a girdle round about the earth When cowardice pursues and valour flies. 

In forty minutes. IF. xit. Dem. 1 will not stay thy questions: let me go; 

Obe. Having once this juice 176 Or, if thou follow me. do not believe 236 

I’ll watch Titania when she is asleep. But l shall do thee mischief in the wood. 

And drop the liquor of it in her eyes: Hel. Ay, in the temple, in the town, the field, 

The next thing then she waking looks upon. You do me mischief. Fie, Demetrius 1 
Be It on lion, bear, or wolf, or bull, 180 Your wrongs do set a scandal on my sex. 240 
On meddling monkey, or on busy ape. We cannot fight for love, as men may do; 

She shall pursue it with the soul of love: We should be woo’d and were not made to woo. 

And ere J take this charm off from her sight, [Exit demetrujs. 

As I can take it with another herb, 184 I’ll follow thee and make a heaven of hell. 

I'll make her render up her page to me. To die upon the hand I love so well. [Exit. 

But who comes here? I am invisible, Obe. Fare thee well, nymph: ere he do leave 

And I will overhear their conference. this grove, 24s 

_ , „ . Thou shall fly him, and he shall seek thy love. 

Enter demet..ii!S, Helena following him. 

Dem. Ilovetheenot.thereforepursuemenot. Re-enter puck. 

Where is Lysauder and fair Hermia ? 189 Kastthoutheflowerthere? Welcome,wanderer. 

The one I'll slay, the other slayeth me. Puck. Ay, there it is. 

Thou told’st me they were stol’n into this wood; Obe. I fray thee, give it me. 248 

And here am I, and wood within this wood, 192 I know a bank whereon the wild thyme blows, 
Because 1 cannot meet my Hermia. Where oxlips and the nodding violet grows 

Hence! get thee gone, and follow me no more. Quite over-canopied with luscious woodbine, 
Hel. You draw me, you hard-hearted ada- With sweet musk-roses, and with eglantine: 232 
mant: There sleeps Titania some time of the night. 

But yet you draw not iron, for my heart 19s Lull’d in these flowers with dances and delight; 
Is true as steel: leave you your power to draw, And there the snake throws her rnameU’d skin. 
And I shall have no power to follow you. Weed wide enough to wrap a fairy in: 236 
Dem. Do I entice you? Do I speak you fair? And with the juice of this I’ll streak her eyes, 
Or, rather, do I not in plainest truth 200 And make her full of hateful fantasies. 

Tell you 1 do not nor I cannot love yon? Take thou some of it, and seek through this 
Hel. Andevenforthatdolloveyouthemore. grove: 

I am your spaniel; and, Demetrius, A sweet Athenian lady is In love 260 

The more you beat me, I will fawn on you: 204 With a disdainful youth; anoint his eyes; 

Use me but as your spaniel, spurn me. strike me, But do it when the next thing he espies 
Neglect me, lose me; only give me leave, May be the lady. Thou shalt know the man 
Unworthy as I am, to follow you. By the Athenian garments he hath on. 264 

What worser place can I beg in your love, 208 Effect it with some care, that he may prove 
And yet a place of high respect with me, More fond on her than she upon her love, 

Ilian to be used as you use your dog ? And look thou meet me ere the first cock crow. 

Dem. Tempt not too much the hatred of my Puck. Fear not, my lord, your servant shall 

spirit, do so. [Exeunt. 

For I am sick when I do look on you. 212 
Hel. And I am sick when I look not on you. tt_j p.,, -l, 

Dem. You do impeach your modesty too iCEf ? a --~ Another Fart of the Wood. 
much. Enter titania, with her Train. 

To leave the city, and commit yourself Tita. Come, now a roundel and a fairy long; 

Into the hands of one that loves you not; 216 Then, for the third of a minute, hence; 
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Some to kill cankers in the musk-rose buds. 
Same war with rere-mice for their leathern 
wings, 4 

To make my small elves coats, and some keep 
back 

The clamorous owl, that nightly hoots, and 
wonders 

At our quaint spirits. Sing me now asleep; 
Then to your offices, and let me rest. 8 

The Fairies sing. 

I 

You spotted snakes with double tongue. 

Thorny hedge-hogs, be not seen; 

Newts, end btind-wornn, do no wrong; 

Como not near our fairy queen. X 3 

Philomel, with melody. 

Sing in our sweet lullaby: 

Lulls, lulls, lullaby; lulls, lulls, lullaby: 

Never harm, 16 

Nor spell, nor charm. 

Come our lovely lady nigh; 

So, good night, with lullaby. 

n 

W saving spiders come not here; SO 

Hence, you long-legg’d spinners, hence! 
Beetles black, approach not near; 

Worm nor snarl, do no offence. 

Philomel, with melody, 4 c. 14 

Fai. Hence, awayl now all is well. 

One aloof stand sentinel. 

[Exeunt Fairies, tttania sleeps. 

Enter obekon, and squeezes the flower on 
tttania ’s eyelids. 

Obe. What thou seest when thou dost wake, 
Do It for thy true-love take; as 

Love and languish for his sake; 

Be it ounce, or cat, or bear, 

Bard, or boar with bristled hair. 

In thy eye that shall appear 31 

When thou wak’st, it is thy dear. 

Wake when some vile thing is near. [Exit. 


Enter LYSANDER and HERMIA. 

Lys. Fair love, you fldnt with wandering in the 
wood; 

And to speak troth, I have forgot our way; 36 
We’ll rest us, Hermia, if you think it good. 
And tarry for the comfort of the day. 

Her. Be It so, Lysander: find you out a bed. 
For I upon this bank will rest my head. 40 
Lys. One turfshall serve as pillow for us both; 
One heart, one bed, two bosoms, and one troth. 
Her. Nay, good Lysander; for my sake, my 
dear. 

Lie flnrther off yet, do not lie so near. 44 
Lys. 0 !takethesense,swcet,ofmy innocence. 
Love takes the meaning in love’s conference. 

I mean thatsny heart unto yours is knit. 

So that but one heart we can make of it* 4 s 
Two bosoms interchained with an oath; 

So then two bosoms and a single troth. 

Then by your side no bed-room me deny, 
For. lying so, Hermia. I do not lie. 33 

„ Her. Lysander riddles very prettily: 

New much beshrew my mannets and my pride. 
If Hermia meant to say Lysander lied. 


But, gentle friend, for love and courtesy 36 
Lie further off; in human modesty. 

Such separation as may well be said 
Becomes a virtuous bachelor and a maid. 

So far be distant: and. goodnight, sweet friend. 
Thy love ne’er alter dll thy sweet life end 1 6t 
Lys. Amen, amen, to that fair prayer, say I; 
And then end Bfe when I end loyalty! 

{Retires a little distance. 
Here is my bed: sleep give thee all his rest I 64 
Her. With half that wish the wisher’s eyes be 
press’d! [They sleep. 


Enter puck. 

Puck. Through the forest have I gone. 

But Athenian found I none. 

On whose eyes I might approve 61 
This Sower’s force in stirring love. 
Night and silence! who is here? 

Weeds of Athens he doth wear: 

This is he, my master said, 7* 

Despised the Athenian maid; 

And here the maiden, sleeping sound. 
On the dank and dirty ground. 

Pretty soul! she durst net lie 76 

Near this lack-love, this Kill-courtesy. 

I Squeezes the flower on lysander’s 
eyelids.] 

Churl, upon thy eyes I throw 
All the power this charm doth owe 
When thou wak’st. let love forbid So 
Sleep his seat on thy eyelid: 

So awake when I am gone; 

For I must now to Oberon. [Eric, 


Enter demeituus and Helena, running. 

Hel. Stay, though thou kill me, sweet Deme¬ 
trius. 84 

Dent. I charge thee, hence, and do not haunt 
me thus. 

Hel. O! wilt thou darkling leave me? do 
not so, 

Denu Stay, on thy peril: I alone will go. 

[Exit DEMETRIUS. 
Hel. Otlamoutofbreathinthisfondchase. 
The more my prayer, the lesser is my grace. 89 
Happy is Hermia, wheresoe’er she lies; 

For she hath Messed and attractive eyes. 

How came her eyes so bright? Not with salt 
tears: 

If so, my eyes are oftener wash'd than here. 9} 
No, no, I am as ugly as a bear; 

For beasts that meet me run away for fear; 
Therefore no marvel though Demetrius 96 
Do, as a monster, fly my presence thus. 

What wicked ana dissembling glass of mine 
Made me compare with Hermia’s spheiy eyne? 
But who is here? Lysander! on the ground! too 
Dead? or asleep? I see no blood, no wound. 
Lysander, if you live, good sir, awake. 

Lys. f Awaking .] And run through fire I will 
for thy sweet sake. 

Transparent Helena! Nature shows art, 104 
That through thy bosom makes me see thy heart 
Where is Demetrius? O! how fit a word 
la that vile name to perish cm my sword. 
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Hel. Do not say so, Lysander; say not so. 
What though he love your Hernial Lord! 

what though? 109 

Yet Hermia still loves you: then be content. 

Lys. Content with Hermiat No: 1 do repent 
The tedious minutes I with her have spent. 112 
Not Hermia, but Helena I love: 

Who will not change a raven for a dove? 

The will of man is by his reason sway’d. 

And reason says you are the worthier maid. 116 
Things growing are not ripe until their season; 
So I, being young, till now ripe not to reason; 
And touching now the point of human skill. 
Reason becomes the marshal to my will, 120 
And leads me to your eyes; where I o’erlook 
Love’s stories written in love's richest book. 
Hel. Wherefore was I to this keen mockery 
bom? 123 

When at your hands did I deserve this scorn? 
Is’t not enough, is't not enough, young man, 
That I did never, no, nor never can. 

Deserve a sweet look from Demetrius’ eye. 
But you must flout my insufficiency? 128 

Good troth, you do me wrong, good sooth, 
you do, 

In such disdainful manner me to woo. 

But fare you well: perforce I must confess 
I thought you lord of more tree gentleness. 132 
OI that a lady of one man refus'd, 

Should of another therefore be abus’d. [Exit. 
Lys. She sees not Hermia. Hermia, sleep 
thou there; 

And never mayst thou come Lysander near. 13s 
For, as a surfeit of the sweetest things 
The deepest loathing to the stomach brings; 
Or, as the heresies that men do leave 
Are hated most of those they did deceive: 140 
So thou, my surfeit and my heresy, 

Of all be hated, but the most of me I 
And, all my powers, address your love and 
might 

To honour Helen, and to be her knight. [Exit. 
Her. IAwaking.] Help me, Lysander, help 
me! do thy best 145 

To pluck this crawling serpent from my breast. 
Ay me, for pity! what a dream was here! 
Lysander, look how 1 do quake with fear: 24s 
Methought a serpent eat my heart away, 

And you sat smiling at his cruel prey. 
Lysander! what! remov’d?—Lysander! lord! 
What! out of hearing? gone? no sound, no 
word? 152 

Alack! where are you? speak, an if you hear; 
Speak, of all loves! I swound almost with fear. 
No! then I well perceive you are not nigh: 
Either death or you I’ll find immediately. 

[Exit. 

ACT m 

SCEN* I. —A Wood, tjtania lying asleep. 
Enter quince, snug, bottom, flute, snout, 

and STARVELING. 

Bot. Are we all met? 

Quin. Pat, pat; and here’s a marvellous con¬ 
venient place for our rehearsal. This green plot 


shall be our stem, this hawthorn-brake our 
tiring-house; and we will do it in action as we 
will do it before the duke. 

Bot. Peter Quince,— 

Quin. What sayst thou, bully Bottom? S 
Bot. There are things in this comedy of 
Pyramus and Thisby that will never please. 
First, Pyramus must draw a sword to kill him¬ 
self, which the ladies cannot abide. How answer 
you that? 13 

Snout. By’r lakin, a parlous fear. 

Star. I believe we must leave the killing out, 
when all is done. 16 

Bot. Not a whit: I have a device to make all 
well. Write me a prologue; and let the prologue 
seem to say, we will do no harm with our swords, 
and that Pyramus is not killed indeed; and, 
for the more better assurance, tell them that I, 
Pyramus, am not Pyramus, but Bottom the 
weaver: this will put them out of fear. 

Quin. Well, we will have such a prologue, and 
it shall be written in eight and six. is 

Bot. No, make it two more: let it be WTitteu 
in eight and eight. 

Snout. Will not the ladies be afeard of the 
lion? 29 

Star. I fear it, I promise you. 

Bot. Masters, you ought to consider with 
yourselves: to bring in,—God shield us!—a lion 
among ladies, is a most dreadful thing; for there 
is not a more fearful wild-fowl than your Hon 
living, and we ought to look to it. 

Snout. Therefore, another prologue must tell 
he is not a lion. 37 

Bot. Nay, you must name his name, and half 
his face must be seen through the lion’s neck; 
and he himself must speak through, saying thus, 
or to the same defect, ’ Ladies,’ or, ‘ Fair ladies, 

‘ I would wish you,’ or, ‘ 1 would request you,’ or, 
’ I would entreat you, not to fear, not to tremble: 
my life for yours. If you think I come hither as 
a lion, it were pity of my life: no, I am no such 
thing: lama man as other men are;’ and there 
indeed let him name his name, and tell them 
plainly he is Snug the joiner. 4 S 

Quin. Well, it shall be so. But there is two 
hard things, that is, to bring the moonlight 
into a chamber; for, you know, Pyramus and 
Thisby meet by moonlight. 52 

Snug. Doth the moon shine that night we 
play our play? 

Bot. A calendar, a calendar! look in the 
almanack; find out moonshine, find out moon¬ 
shine. 37 

Quin. Yes, it doth shine that night. 

Bot. Why, then may you leave a casement 
of the great chamber-window, where we play, 
open; and the moon may shine in at the case¬ 
ment. S3 

Quin. Ay; or else one must come in with a 
bush of thorns and a lan thorn, and say he comes 
to disfigure, or to present, the person of Moon¬ 
shine. Then, there is another thing: we must 
have a wall in the great chamber; for Pyramus 
and Thisby, says the story, did talk through the 
chink of a wan. 69 
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Snug. You can never bring in a wan. What 
say you. Bottom? 

Bot. Some man or other must present Wall; 
and let him have some plaster, or some loam, or 
some rough-cast about him, to signify wall; and 
let him hold his fingers thus, and through that 
cranny shall Pyramus and This by whisper. 76 

Quin. If that may be. then aU is well. Come, 
sit down, every mothers son, and rehearse your 
parts. Pyramus, you begin: when you have 
spoken your speech, enter into that brake; and 
so every one according to his cue. 81 

Enter puck, behind. 

Puck. What hempen home-spuns have we 
swaggering here, 

So near the cradle of the fairy queen? 

What I a play toward; I’ll be an auditor; 84 
An actor too perhaps, if I see cause. 

Quin. Speak, Pyramus.—Thisby, stand forth. 
Bot. Thisby, the flowers have odious savours 
sweet ,— 

Quin. Odorous, odorous. 88 

Bot.—odours savours sweet: 

So hath thy breath, my dearest Thisby dear. 
But hark, a voice! stay thou but here awhile. 

And by and by 1 will to thee appear. [Exit. 

Puck. A stranger Pyramus than e’er play’d 
here! {Exit. 

Flu. Must I speak now? 

Quin. Ay, marry, must you; for you must 
understand, he goes but to see a noise that he 
heard, and is to come again. 97 

Flu. Most radiant Pyramus, most lily-white of 
hue, 

Of colour like the red rose on triumphant brier. 
Most brisky juvenal, and eke most lovely Jew, 

As true as truest horse that yet would never 
tire, 101 

I’ll meet thee, Pyramus, at Ninny’s tomb. 

Quin. ‘Ninus’ tomb,’ man. Why, you must 
not speak that yet; that you answer to Pyra¬ 
mus : you speak all your part at once, cues and 
all. Pyramus, enter: your cue is past; it is 
‘never tire.’ 

Flu. O !—As true as truest horse, that yet 
would never tire. to 8 


Re-enter puck, and BOTTOM with an ass’s head. 
Bot. If I were, fdir Thisby, l were only 
thine. 

H uin. O monstrous! O strange! we are 
taunted. 

Pray, masters! fly, masters!—-Help! 

f Exeunt Clowns. 
Puck, m follow you. I’ll lead you about a 
round, ns 

Through bog, through bush, through brake, 
through brier: 

Sometime a horse I’ll be, sometime a hound, 
A hog, a headless bear, sometime a fire; 
And neigh, and bark, and grunt, and roar, and 
bum, 1x6 

Like horse, hound, hog, bear, fire, at every 
turn. [£xir. 

Bot. Why do they runaway? this is a knavery 
*f them to make me afeard. 


Re-enter SNOOT. 

Snout. O Bottom, thou art changed! what do 
I see on thee? 121 

Bot. What do you see? you see an ass-head 
of your own, do you? {Exit snoot. 

Re-enter QUINCF. 

Quin. Bless thee. Bottom! bless thee! thou 
art translated. {Exit. 

Bot. I see their knavery: this is to make an 
ass of me; to fright me, if they could. But I will 
not stir from this place, do what they can: I 
will walk up and down here, and I will sing, 
that they shall hear I am not afraid. 

The ousel-cock, so black of hue, 

With orange-tawny bill, x^a 

The throstle with his note so true, 

The wren with little quill. 

Tita. [Awaking.] What angel wakes me from 
my flowery bed? 136 

Bot. The finch, the sparrow, and the lark. 

The plain-song cuckoo gray. 

Whose note full many a man doth mark, 

And dares not answer, nay; 140 

for indeed, who would set his wit to so foolish a 
bird? who would give a bird the lie, though he 
cry ‘cuckoo’ never so? 

Tita. I pray thee, gentle mortal, sing again: 
Mine ear is much enamour’d of thy note; 14} 
So is mine eye enthralled to thy shape; 

And thy fair virtue’s force, perforce, doth move 
me, 

On the first view, to say, to swear, I love thee. 

Bot. Methinks, mistress, you should have 
little reason for that: and yet, to say the truth, 
reason and love keep little company together 
now-a-days. The more the pity, that some 
honest neighbours will not make them friends. 
Nay, I can gleek upon occasion. 154 

Tita. Thou art as wise as thou art beautiful. 
Bot. Not so, neither; but if I had wit enough 
to get out of this wood, I have enough to serve 
mine own turn. 

Tita. Out of this wood do not desire to go: 
Thou shalt remain here, whe’r thou wilt or no. 
I am a spirit of no common rate; idx 

The summer still doth tend upon my state; 
And I do love thee: therefore, go with me; 

I’ll give thee fairies to attend on thee, 164 
And they shall fetch thee jewels from the deep. 
And sing, while thou on pressed flowers dost 
sleep: 

And I will purge thy mortal grossness SO 
That thou shalt like an airy spirit go. i6t 
Pease-blossom! Cobweb! Moth! and Mustard- 
seedl 


Enter Four Fairies. 

Peas. Ready. 

Cob. And I. 

Moth. Audi. 

Mus. And I. 

All Four. _ Where shall we go? 

Tita. Be kind and courteous to this game- 
man; 
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Hop in his walks, and gambol in bis eyes; 173 And forth my mimick comes. When they him 
Feed him with apricocksand dewberries, spy, ... 

With purple grapes, green figs, and mulberries. As wild geese that the creeping fowler eye, *0 
The honey-bags steal from the humble-bees. Or russet-pated choughs, maw in sort. 

And for night-tapers crop their waxen thighs. Rising and cawing at the gun s report, 

And light them at the fiery glow-worm’s eyes. Sever themselves, and madly sweep the sky; 


To have my love to bed, and to arise; 

And pluck the wings Rom painted butterflies 
To fan the moonbeams from bis sleeping eyes: 

Nod to him. elves, and do him courtesies, ist 
Peas. Hail, mortal! 

Cob. Hail! 

Moth. Hail! i*4 

Mus. Hail! , 

Bot. I cry your worships mercy, heartily: I 
beseech your worship’s name. 

Cob. Cobweb. 188 

Bot. I shall desire you of more acquaintance, 
good Master Cobweb: if I cut my finger, I shall 
make bold with you. Your name, honest gen¬ 
tleman? 19a 

Peas. Pease-blossom. 

Bot. I pray you, commend me to Mistress 
Squash, your mother, and to Master Peascod, ---, .... . ., 

your father. Good Master Pease-blossom, I And the Athenian woman by his side; 
shall desire you of more acquaintance too. 

Your name, 1 beseech you, sir? 198 

Mus. Mustard-seed. 

Bot. Good MasterMustard-seed.Iknowyour 
patience well: that same cowardly, giant-like 
ox-beef hath devoured many a gentleman of 
your house. I promise you, your kindred hath 
made my eyes water ere now. I desire you of 
more acquaintance, good Master Mustard-seed. 

Tita. Come, wait upon him; lead him to my 
bower. 

The moon methinks, looks with a watery eye; 

And when she weeps, weeps every little flower, 

Lamenting some enforced chastity. 

Tie up my love's tongue, bring him silently, no 

[Exeunt. 


So, at his sight, away his fellows fly, *4 
And, at our stamp, here o’er and o’er one falls; 
He murder cries, and help from Athens calls. 
Their sense thus weak, lost with their fears thus 
strong, *7 

Made senseless things begin to do them wrong; 
For briers and thorns at their apparel snatch; 
Some sleeves, some hats, from yielders all things 
ca tch. 

I led them on in this distracted fear. 

And left sweet Pyramus translated there; 33 
When in that moment, so it came to pass, 
Titania wak’d and straightway lov’d an ass. 

Obe. This falls out better than I could devise. 
But hast thou yet latch'd the Athenian’s eyes 
With the love-juice, as I did bid thee do? 37 
Puck. 1 took him sleeping,—that is finish'd 
too,- 


Scene XL —Another Part of the Wood. 
Enter OBEKON. 

Obe. I wonder if Titania be awak’d; 

Then, what it was that next came in her eye, 
Which she must dote on in extremity. 

Here comes my messenger. 

Enter PUCK. 

_ How now, mad spirit! 4 

What night-rule now about this haunted grove? 

PuckfMy mistress with a monster is in love. 
Near to her close and consecrated bower, 
While she was in her dull and sleeping hour, 8 
A crew of patches, rude mechanicals. 

That work for bread upon Athenian stalls. 
Were met together to rehearse a play 
Intended for great Theseus’ nuptial day. 12 
The shallowest thick-skin of that barren sort. 
Who Pyramus presented in their sport 
Forsook his scene, and enter’d in a brake. 
When I did him at this advantage take; 16 
An ass's now! I fixed on his head: 

Anon his Thisbe must be answered. 


That, when he wak’d, of force she must be ey’d. 

Enter DEMETRIUS and HERMIA. 

Obe. Stand close: this is the same Athenian. 
Puck. This is the woman; but not this the 

man. 

Dem. Ol why rebuke you him that loves 
you so? 

Lay breath so bitter on your bitter foe. 44 
Her. Now I but chide; but I should use thee 
worse. 

For thou, I fear, hast given me came to curse. 
If thou hast slain Lysander in his sleep. 

Being o’er shoes in blood, plunge in knee deep. 
And kill me too. 49 

The sun was not so true unto the day 
As he to me. Would he have stol'n away 
From sleeping Hermia ? I’U believe as soon sa 
This whole earth may be bor’d, and that the 
moon 

May through the centre creep, and so displease 
Her brother’s noontide with the Antipodes. 

It cannot be hut thou hast murder’d him; 56 
So should a murderer look, so dead, so grim. 
Dem. So should the murder’d look, and so 
should I. 

Pierc’d through the heart with your stem 
cruelty; 

Yet you, the murderer, look as bright, as clear, 
As yonder Venus in her glimmering sphere. 61 
Her. What’s this to my Lysander? where 
is he? 

Ah! good Demetrius, wilt thou give him me? 
Dem. I had rather give his carcass to my 
hounds. 64 

Her. Out, dog! out, cur! thou driv’st me past 
the bounds 

Of maiden's patience. Hast thou slain him then? 
Henceforth be never number’d among men! 
O! once tell true, tell true, e'en for my sake; 68 
Durst thou have look'd upon him being awake, 
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And hast thou Idll'd him sleeping? O brave 
touch! 

Could not a worm, an adder, do 10 much? 
An adder did it; for with doubler tongue 7a 
Than thine, thou serpent, never adder stung. 
Dem. You spend your passion on a mis¬ 
pris'd mood: 

I am not guilty of Lysander’s blood. 

Nor is he dead, for aught that I can tell. 76 
Her. 1 pray thee, tell me then that he is well. 
Dem. An if I could, what should I get there¬ 
fore? 

Her. A privilege never to see me more. 
And from thy hated presence part 1 so; So 
See me no more, whe’r he be dead or no. [Exit. 

_ ti _!_r.11_1_it - - 


Enter LYSANDER and Helena. 

Lye. Why should you think that 1 should woo 
In scorn? 

Scorn and derision never come in tears: 
Took, when I vow, I weep; and vows so bom. 
In their nativity all truth appears. 125 
How can these things in me seem scorn to you. 
Bearing the badge of faith to prove them true? 
Hel. You do advance your cunning more and 
more. 128 

When truth kills truth, O devilish-holy fray 1 
These vows are Herznia’s: will you give her 
o'er? 


Weigh oath with oath, and you will nothing 
, weigh: 

Dem. There is no following her in this fierce Your vows, to her and me, put in two scales, 
vein: Will even weigh, and both as light as tales. 133 


Here therefore for awhile I will remain. 

So sorrow’s heaviness doth heavier grow 84 
For debt that bankrupt sleep doth sorrow owe; 
Which now in some slight measure it will pay. 
If for his tender here 1 make some stay. 

[Lies down and sleeps. 
Obe. What hast thou done? thou hast mis¬ 
taken quite, 88 


Lys. I had no judgment when to her I swore. 

Hel. Nor none, in my mind, now you give 
her o’er. 

Lys. Demetrius loves her, and he loves not 
you. 136 

Dem. (Awaking.] O Helen] goddess, nymph, 
perfect, divine! 

To what, my love, shall I compare thine eyne? 
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And laid the love-juice on some true-love’s Crystal £3 muddy. O! how ripe in show 139 

. Tk,. l.’ H « tamntinn otaiim 


Thy lips, those kissing cherries, tempting grow; 
This pure congealed white, high Taurus’ snow, 
Fann d with the eastern wind, turns to a crow 
When thou hold’st up thy hand. OI let me 
loss M 3 

That princess of pure white, this seal of bliss. 
Hel. O spite 1 O hell! 1 see you all are bent 


X4S 


sight. 

Of thy misprision must perforce ensue 
Some true-love turn’d, and not a false turn’d 
true. 

Pack. Then fate o’er-rules, that, one man 
holding troth, 92 

A million fail, confounding oath on oath. _ _ _ _ _ 

Obe. About the wood go swifter than the To set against me for your merriment: 
wind, If you were civil and knew courtesy. 

And Helena of Athens look thou find: You would not do me thus much injury. 

All fancy-sick she is, and pale of cheer 96 Can you not hate me, as I know you do, 

With sighs of love, that cost the fresh blood But you must join in souls to mock me too? 

dear. If you were men, as men you are in show, 

By some illusion see thou bring her here: You would not use a gentle lady so; 132 

I’ll charm his eyes against she do appear. To vow, and swear, and superpraise my parts. 

Puck I go I go- look how I go; too When I am sure you hate me with your hearts. 
Swifter than arrow from the Tartar’s bow. You both are rivals, and love Hermia, 

[Exit. And now both rivals, to mock Helena: 

Obe. Flower of this purple dye, A trim exploit, a manly enterprise, 

Hit with Cupids archery. To conjure tears up in a poor maid’s eyes 


U*' 


Sink in apple of his eye. 

When his love he doth espy. 

Let her shine as gloriously 
As the Venus of the sky. 

When thou wak’st, if she be by, 
Beg of her for remedy. 

Re-enter PUCK. 

Puck. Captain of oar fairy band, 

Helena is here at hand, 

And the youth, mistook by me, 
Pleading for a lover’s fee. 

Shall we their fond pageant see? 
Lord, what fools these mortals be! 


104 With your derision! none of noble sort 

Would so offend a virgin, and extort r6o 
A poor soul’s patience, all to make you sport 
Lys. You are unkind, Demetrius; be not so; 
108 For you love Hermia; this you know I know: 
And here, with all good will, with all my heart 
In Hermia’s love l yielthyou up my part; 165 
And yours of Helena to me bequeath, 

Whom I do love, and will do to my death. 
Hel. Never did mockers waste more idle 
112 breath. 

Dem. Lysander, keep thy Hermia; I will 
none: 

If e’er I lov’d her, all that love is gone. 


Obe, Stand aside: the noise they make is 6 My heart with her but as guest-wise soioum d. 
Will cause Demetrius to awake. And now to Helen it is home return d, its 
Puck. Then will two at once woo one; There to remain. 

A&ZS0 * torn. Diw^^SSi*«&do*not 

That befall preposterously. 
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Lest to thy peril thou aby it dear. 

Look! where thy love comes: yonder is thy 
dear. 176 


Enter HERMIA. 

Her. Dark night, that from the eye his func¬ 
tion takes, 

The ear more quick of apprehension makes: 
Wherein it doth impair the seeing sense, 

It pays the hearing double recompense. 180 
Thou art not by mine eye, Lysander, found; 
Mine ear, I thank it, brought me to thy sound. 
But why unkindly didst thou leave me so? 
Lys. Why should he stay, whom love doth 
dress to go? 184 

Her. What love could press Lysander from 
my side? 

Lys. Lysander’s love, that would not let him 
bide, 

Fair Helena, who more engilds the night 
Than all yon fiery oes and eyes of Ught. t88 
Why seek’st thou me? could not this make thee 
know, 

The hate I bear thee made me leave thee so? 
Her. You speak not as you think: it cannot 
be. 

He!. Lot she is one of this confederacy. 19a 
Now I perceive they have conjoin’d all three 
To fashion this false sport in spite of me. 
Injurious Hermial most ungrateful maid! 
Have you conspir'd, have you with these con¬ 
triv’d 19s 

To bait me with this foul derision? 

Is all the counsel that we two have shar’d. 
The sister-vows, the hours that we have spent. 
When we have chid the hasty-footed time 200 
For parting us, OI is it all forgot? 

All school-days' friendship, childhood inno¬ 
cence? 

We, Hermia, like two artificial gods, 103 
Have with our neelds created both one flower. 
Both on one sampler, sitting on one cushion. 
Both warbling of one song, both in one key. 
As if our hands, our sides, voices, and minds, 
Had been incorporate. So we grew together, 
Like to a double cherry, seeming parted, 209 
But yet an union in partition; 

Two lovely berries moulded on one stem; 

So, with two seeming bodies, but one heart; 
Two of the first, like coats in heraldry, 213 
Due but to one, and crowned with one crest 
And will you rent our ancient love asunder. 
To join with men in scorning your poor friend? 
It is not friendly, ’tis not maidenly: 217 

Our sex, as well as 1 , may chide you for it 
Though I alone do feel the injury. 

Her. I am amazed at your passionate words. 
I scorn you not: it seems that you scorn me. 

Hel. Have you not set Lysander, as in scorn. 
To follow me and praise my eyes and face. 
And made your other love, Demetrius,— 224 
Who even but now did spurn me with his 

foot- 


To call me 
Precious, 


divine and rare, 
dine speaks he this 


To her he hates? and wherefore doth Lysander 


Deny your love, so rich within his soul, 229 
And tender me, forsooth, affection. 

But by your setting on, by your consent? 
What though I be not so in grace as you, 232 
So hung upon with love, so fortunate. 

But miserable most to love unlov’d? 

This you should pity rather than despise. 

Her. I understand not what you mean by 
this. 236 

Hel. Ay, do, persever, counterfeit sad looks. 
Make mouths upon me when I turn my back; 
Wink each at other; hold the sweet jest up: 
This sport, well earned, shall be chronicled. 240 
If you have any pity, grace, or manners, 

You would not make me such an argument. 
But, fare ye well: ’tis partly mine own fault, 
Which death or absence soon shall remedy. 244 
Lys. Stay, gentle Helena! hear my excuse: 
My love, my life, my soul, fair Helena! 

Hel. O excellent! 

Her. Sweet, do not scorn her so. 

Dem. If she cannot entreat, I can compel. 
Lys. Thou canst compel no more than she 
entreat: 249 

Thy threats have no more strength than her 
weak prayers. 

Helen, I love thee; by my life, I do: 

I swear by that which I will lose for thee, 232 
To prove him false that says I love thee not. 
Dem. I say I love thee more than he can 
do. 

Lys. If thou say so, withdraw, and prove it 
too. 

Dem. Quick, come! 

Her. Lysander, whereto tends all this? 
Lys. Away, you Ethion! 

Dem. No, no, he'll... 257 

Seem to break loose; take on, as you would 
follow, 

But yet come not: you are a tame man, go! 
Lys. ITo hermia.] Hang off, thou cat, thou 
burr! vile thing, let loose, 260 

Or I will shake thee from me like a serpent. 
Her. Wire are you grown so rude? what 
change is this. 

Sweet love,— 

Lys. Thy love! out, tawny Tartar, out! 
Out, loathed medicine! hated poison, hence! 
Her. Do you not jest? 

Hel. Yes, sooth; and so do you. 

Lys. Demetrius, I will keep my word with 
thee. 

Dem. I would I had your bond, for I perceive 
A weak bond holds you: I’ll not trust your 
word. 268 

Lys. What! should I hurt her, strike her, kill 
her dead ? 

Although I hate her. I’ll not harm her so. 
Her. What! can you do me greater harm 
than hate? 

Hate me! wherefore? O me! what news, my 
love? 272 

Am not I Hermia? Are not you Lysander? 

I am as fair now as I was erewhlle. 

Since night you lov’d me; yet, since night yon 
left me: 



scene nj 183 MIDSUMMER-NIGHTS DREAM 


Why, then you left me,— O, the gods forbid 1 — 
In earnest, shall I say? 

Lys. Ay, by my life; 177 

And never did desire to see thee more. 
Therefore be out of hope, of question, doubt; 
Be certain, nothing truer: ’tis no jest, 280 
That I do hate thee and love Helena. 

Her. O me! you juggler! you canker-blossom! 
You thief of love! what! have you come by 
night 

And stol'n my love's heart from him? 

Hel. Fine, i’ faith! 

Have you no modesty, no maiden shame, 28s 
No touch of bashfulness ? What! will you tear 
Impatient answers from my gentle tongue? 

Fie, fie! you counterfeit, you puppet you! 288 
Her. Puppet! why, so: ay, that way goes the 
game. 

Now I perceive that she hath made compare 
Between our statures: she hath urg’d her height; 
And with her personage, her tall personage, 292 
Her height, forsooth, she hath prevail’d with 
him. 

And are you grown so high in his esteem. 
Because I am so dwarfish and so low ? 

How low am I, thou painted maypole? speak; 
How low am I? lam not yet so low 297 
But that my nails can reach unto thine eyes. 
Hel. I pray you, though you mock me, 
gentlemen, 

Let her not hurt me: I was never curst; 300 
I have no gift at all in shrewishness; 

I am a right maid for my cowardice: 

Let her not strike me. You perhaps may think. 
Because she is something lower than my¬ 
self, 304 

Than I can match her. 

Her. Lower! hark, again. 

Hel. Good Hermia, do not be so bitter with 
me. 

I evermore did love you, Hermia, 

Did ever keep your counsels, never wrong'd 
you; 308 

Save that, In love unto Demetrius, 

I told him of your stealth unto this wood. 

He follow'd you; for love I follow’d him; 

But he hath chid me hence, and threaten’d 
me 3 i» 

To strike me. Spurn me, nay, to kill me too: 
And now, so you will let me quiet go. 

To Athens will I bear my folly back. 

And follow you no further: let me go: 316 

Vou see how simple and how fond I am. 

Her. Why, get you gone. Who is’t that 
hinders you? 

Hel. A foolish heart, that I leave here be¬ 
hind. 

Her. What! with Lysander? 

Hel. With Demetrius. 

Lys. Be not aftatd: she shall not barm thee, 
Helena. 321 

Dem. No, sir; she shall not, though you take 
her part. 

Hel. O! when she's angry, she Is keen and 
shrewd. 

She was a vixen when she went to school: 324 


And though she be but little, she is fierce. 

Her. 'Little' again! nothing but ‘low’ and 
'little!' 

Why will you suffer her to flout me thus? 

Let me come to her. 

Lys. Get you gone, you dwarf; 3*8 

You minimus, of hindering knot-grass made; 
You bead, you acorn! 

Dem. You are too officious 

In her behalf that scorns your services. 

Let her alone; speak not of Helena; 333 
Take not her part, for, if thou dost intend 
Never so little show of love to her, 

Thou shalt aby it. 

Lys. Now she holds me not; 

Now follow, if thou dar'st, to try whose right. 
Or thine or mine, is most in Helena. 337 
Dem. Follow! nay, I’ll go with thee, cheek 
by jole. 

[Exeunt lysander and demetritjs. 
Her. You, mistress, all this coil is 'long of 
you: 

Nay, go not back. 

Hel. I will not trust you, I, 340 

Nor longer stay in your curst company. 

Your hands than mine are quicker for a fray, 
My legs are longer though, to run away. [Exit. 
Her. I am amaz’d, and know not what to 
say. [Exit. 

Obe. This is thy negligence: still thou mi*, 
tak’st, 345 

Or else commit’st thy knaveries wilfully. 

Puck. Believe me, king of shadows, I mis¬ 
took. 

Did not you tell me I should know the man 
By the Athenian garments he had on? 349 
And so far blameless proves my enterprise. 
That I have 'nointed an Athenian’s eyes; 

And so far am I glad it so did sort, 35s 

As this their jangling I esteem a sport. 

Obe. Thou see’st these lovers seek a place to 
fight: 

Hie therefore, Robin, overcast the night; 

The starry welkin cover thou anon 35* 

With drooping fog as black as Acheron; 

And lead these testy rivals so astray. 

As one come not within another’s way. 

Like to Lysander sometime frame thy tongue, 
Then stir Demetrius up with bitter wrong; 3*t 
And sometime rail thou like Demetrius; 

And from each other look thou lead them thus, 
Till o’er their brows death-counterfeiting sleep 
With leaden legs and batty wings doth creep: 
Then crush this herb into Lysander’s eye; 
Whose liquor hath this virtuous property, 367 
To take from thence all error with his might, 
And make his eyeballs roll with wonted sight. 
When they next wake, all this derision 
Shall seem a dream and fruitless vision; 

And back to Athens shall the lovers wend, 37s 
With league whose date till death shall never end. 
Whiles I in this affair do thee employ. 

I'll to my queen and beg her Indian boy; 

And then I will her charmed eye release 37* 
From monster’s view, and all things shall be 
peace. 
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Puck. My fairy lord, this must be done with 
haste. 

For night’s swift dragons cut the clouds ftiH 
fast. 

And yonder shines Aurora’s harbinger; 380 

At whose approach, ghosts, wandering here 
and there. 

Troop home to churchyards: damned spirits 


That m cross-ways and floods have burial, 
Already to their wormy beds are gone; 384 
For fear lest day should look their shames 
upon. 

They wilfully themselves exile from light. 

And must for aye consort with black-brow’d 
night. 

Obe. But we are spirits of another sort. 388 
I with the morning’s love have oft made sport; 
And, like a forester, the groves may tread, 
Even till the eastern gate, all fiery-red, 391 
Opening on Neptune with fair blessed beams. 
Turns into yellow gold his salt green streams. 
But, notwithstanding, haste; make no delay: 
We may effect this business yet ere day. 

[Exit OBERON. 

Puck. Up and down, up and down; 39s 
I will lead them up and down: 

I am fear'd in field and town; 

Goblin, lead them up and down. 

Here comes one. 400 

Re-enter lysander. 

Lys. Where art thou, proud Demetrius? 
speak thou now. 

Puck. Here, villain! drawn and ready. Where 
art thou? 

Lye. I will be with thee straight 
Puck. Follow me, then. 

To plainer ground. 

[Exit lysander ae following the voice. 

Re-enter Demetrius. 

_Dem. Lysander! speak again. 404 

Thou runaway, thou coward, art thou fled? 
Speak 1 In some bush? Where dost thou hide 
thy head? 

Puck. Thou coward! art thou bragging to 
the stars. 

Telling the bushes that thou look’st for wars. 
And wilt not come? Come, recreant; come, 
thou child; ^09 

IH whip thee with a rod: he is defil’d 
That draws a sword on thee. 

Dem. Yea, art thou there? 

Puck. Follow my voice: well try no man¬ 
hood here. [Exeunt. 

Re-enter lysander. 

n Lys. He goes before me and still dares me on: 
When I come where he calls, then he is gone. 
The villain is much lighter-heel’d than I: 

I follow’d fast, but faster he did fly; 416 
That fallen am I in dark uneven way. 

And here will rest me. I Lies down.) Cosset, thou 
gentle day! 


For if but once thou show me thy grey light. 
I’ll find Demetrius and revenge this spite. 420 

{Sleeps. 

Re-enter puck and Demetrius. 

Puck. Ho! ho! ho (Coward, why com’st thou 
not? 

Dem. Abide me, if thou dar’st; for well I wot 
Thou runn’st before me, shifting every place. 
And dar'st not stand, nor look me in the 
face. 424 

Where art thou now? 

Puck. Come hither: I am here, 

Dem. Nay then, thou mock'st me. Thou 
shalt buy this dear, 

If ever I thy face by daylight see: 427 

Now, go thy way. Faintness constraineth me 
To measure out my length on this cold bed: 
By day's approach look to be visited. 

[Lies down and sleeps. 

Re-enter HELENA. 

Hel. O weary night! O long and tedious 
night, 

Abate thy hours! shine, comforts, from the 
east! 43s 

That I may back to Athens by daylight. 

From these that my poor company detest: 
And sleep, that sometimes shuts up sorrow's 

Steel me awhile from mine own company. 436 
[Lies down and sleeps. 
Puck. Yet but three? Come one more; 

Two of both kinds make up four. 

Here she comes, curst and sad: 

Cupid is a knavish lad, 440 

Thus to make poor females mad. 

Re-enter hermia. 

Her. Never so weary, never so in woe. 
Bedabbled with the dew and tom with briers, 
I can no further crawl, no further go; 444 
My less can keep no pace with my desires. 
Here will I rest me till the break of day. 
Heavens shield Lysander, if they mean a ftay! 

[Lies down and sleeps. 
Puck. On the ground 448 

Sleep sound: 

I’ll apply 
To your eye. 

Gentle lover, remedy. 43s 

I Squeezing the juice on lysander’s eyes. 
When thou wak'st, 

Thou tak’st 
True delight 

In the sight 4;S 

Of thy former lady’s eye: 

And the country proverb known. 

That every man should take his own. 
In your waking shall be shown: 460 
lack shall have Jill; 

Nought shall go ill; 
pie man shall have his mare again. 
And all shall be well. [irwy . 
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For, meeting her of late behind the wood. 
Seeking sweet favours for this hateful fool, 

I did upbraid her and fall out with her; 56 
For she his hairy temples then had rounded 
With coronet of fresh and fragrant Sowers; 
And that same dew, which sometime on the 
buds 

Was wont to swell like round and orient 
pearls, 60 

Stood now within the pretty flowerets’ eyes 
like tears that did their own disgrace bewail. 
When I had at my pleasure taunted her, 

And she in mild terms begg’d my patience, 64 
I then did ask of her her changeling child: . 
Which straight she gave me, ana her fairy 
sent 

To bear him to my bower in fairy land. 

And now I have the boy, X will undo «8 
This hateful imperfection of her eyes: 


ACT IV 

Scene I .—A Wood, lysander, demetrius, 

HELENA and HERM1A lying asleep. 

Enter tetania and bottom. Fairies attending; 
oberon behind unseen. 

Tita. Come, sit thee down upon this flowery bed. 

While I thy amiable cheeks do coy. 

And stick musk-roses in tby sleek smooth head. 

And kiss thy fair large ears, my gentle joy. 4 
Bot. Where’s Pease-blossom? 

Peas. Ready. . __ 

Bot. Scratch my head,Pease-blossom. Where s 
Mounsicur Cobweb? * 

Cob. Ready. 

Bot. MounsieurCobweb,goodmounsieur,get 

S our weapons in your hand, and kill me a red- 
ipped humble-bee on the top of a thistle; and, ^ ... 

good mounsieur, bring me the honey-bag. Do 1 hu hateful nnperlection 01 ner eyes. 
not fret yourself too much in the action, moun- And, gentle Puck. ta Jf. 1 
sieur; and, good mounsieur, have a care the From off the head of this Athenian swain, 
honey-bag break not; I would be loath to have h®, awaking when the other do, is 
vni 1 overflown with a honev-bag.sieiiior. Where’s May all to Athens back again repair, 

And think no more of this night s accidents 
But as the fierce vexation of a dream. 


you overflown with ahoney-bag.signior. Where’s 
Mounsieur Mustard-seed? 18 

Must. Ready. 

Bot. Give me your neaf, Mounsicur Mustard- 
seed. Pray you, leave your curtsy, good moun¬ 
sieur. 

Must. What’s your will? 23 

Bot. Nothing, good mounsieur, but to help 
Cavalery Cobweb to scratch. I must to the 
barber' 
lous hairy 

tender ass, if my hair do but tickle me, I must 
scratch. 29 

Tita. What, wilt thou hear some music, my 
sweet love? 

Bot. I have a reasonable good ear in music: 

let us have the tongs and the bones. 33 , . __ , , 

Tita. Or say, sweet love, what thou desir’st Ttanla, music call; and strike more dead 

* TVian nnrnmnn clean nf nil thaca hua tl.a ea 


But first 1 will release the fairy queen. 78 
{Touching her eyes with an herb. 
Be as thou wast wont to be; 

See as thou wast wont to see: 

Dian’s bud o’er Cupid’s flower 
Hath such force and blessed power. 80 


Obe. There lies your love. 

Tita. How came these things to pass? 
Ol how mine eyes do loathe his visage now. Ss 
Obe. Silence, awhile. Robin, take off this 
bead. 


to eat. 

Bot. Truly, a peck of provender: I could 
munch vour good dry oats. Methinks I have 
a great desire to a bottle of hay: good hay,sweet 
hay, hath no fellow. 39 

Tita. I have a venturous fairy that shall seek 
The squirrel’s hoard, and fetch thee thence new 
nuts. 

Bot. I had rather have a handful or two of 


Than common sleep of all these five the sense. 

lira. Music, ho! music! such as charmeth 
sleep. [Music. 

Puck. When thou wak’st, with thine own 
fool’s eyes peep. 

Obe. Sound, music! [Still, music .J Come, my 
queen, take hands with me, 

And rock the ground whereon these deepen 
be. 
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dried pease. But. I pray you, let none of your Now thou and I are new m amity, 
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people stir me: 1 have an exposition of sleep 
come upon me. 4 S 

Tita. Sleep thou, and I will wind thee in my 
arms. 

Fairies, be gone, and be all ways away. 

[Exeunt Fairies. 
So doth the woodbine the sweet honeysuckle 
Gently entwist; the female ivy so 49 

Enrings the barky fingers of the eta. 

O! how I love thee; how I dote on theet 

[They sleep. 

Enter puck. 

Obe. [Advancing.} Welcome, good Robin. 
_ See’st thou this sweet sight? ja 

Her dotage now 1 do begin to pity: 


93 

And will to-morrow midnight solemnly 
Dance in Duke Theseus' house triumphantly, 
And bless it to all fair prosperity. 96 

There shall the pairs of faithful lovers be 
Wedded, with Theseus, all in jollity. 

Fuck. Fairy king, attend, and mark: 

I do hear the morning lark. 100 
Obe. Then, my queen, in silence tad, 

Trip we after the night’s shade; 

We the globe can compass soon. 
Swifter than the wandering moon. 
Tita. Come, my lord; and in our flight ioj 
T ell me how it came this night 
That I sleeping here was found 
With these mortals on the ground. to* 
[Exeunt. Borns winded within. 


o 
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[ACT IV 


Enter Theseus, hjppoltta, eqeus, and Train. 

The. Go, one of you, find out the forester; 
For now our observation is perform’d: 

And since we have the vaward of the day, tti 
My love shall hear the music of my hounds. 
Uncouple in the western valley; let them go: 
Dispatch, I say, and find the forester. 

We will, fair queen, up to the mountain’s top. 
And mark the musical confusion 116 

Of hounds and echo in conjunction. 

Hip. I was with Hercules and Cadmus once. 
When in a wood of Crete they bay’d the bear 
With hounds of Sparta: never did I hear 120 
Such gallant chiding; for, besides the groves, 
The skies, the fountains, every region near 
Seem’d all one mutual cry. 1 never heard 
So musical a discord, such sweet thunder. 124 
The. My hounds are bred out of the Spartan 
kind, 

So flew’d, so sanded; and their heads are hung 
With ears that sweep away the morning dew; 
Crook-knee’d, and dew-lapp’d like Thessalian 
bulls; nl 

Slow in pursuit, but match’d in mouth like 
bells, 

Each under each. A cry more tuneable 
Was never holla’d to, nor cheer’d with horn. 

In Crete, in Sparta, nor in Thessaly: 132 

Judge, when you hear. But, soft 1 what nymphs 
are these? 

Ege. My lord, this is my daughter here asleep; 
And this, Lysauder; this Demetrius is; 

This Helena, old Nedar’s Helena: *36 

I wonder of their being here together. 

The. No doubt they rose up early to observe 
The rite of May, and, hearing our intent, 
Came here in grace of our solemnity. 140 
But speak, Egeus, is not this the day 
That Hermia should give answer of her choice ? 
Ege. It is, my lord. 

The. Go, bid the huntsmen wake them with 
their horns. '44 

J .Horns and shout within, lysander, De¬ 
metrius, hermia, and HELENA, wake and 
start up. 

Good morrow, friends. SaintValentineispast: 
Begin these wood-birds but to couple now? 
Lys. Pardon, my lord. [He and the rest kneel. 
The. I pray you all, stand up. 

I know you two are rival enemies: 148 

How comes this gentle concord in the world. 
That hatred is so far from jealousy. 

To sleep by hate, and fear no enmity ? 

Lys. My lord, I shall reply amazedly, 15* 
Half sleep, half waking: but as yet, I swear, 

I cannot truly say how I came here; 

But, as I think,—for truly would I speak. 


Thereby to have defeated you and me; 

You of your wife, and me of my consent, 164 
Of my consent that she should be your wife. 
Dem. My lord, fair Helen told me of their 
stealth. 

Of this their purpose hither, to this wood; 
And I in fury hither follow’d them, 168 

Fair Helena in fancy following me. 

But, my good lord, I wot not by what power,— 
But by some power it is,—my love to Hermia, 
Melted as doth the snow, seems to me now 17a 
As the remembrance of an idle gaud 
Which in ray childhood 1 did dote upon; 

And all the faith, the virtue of my heart. 

The object and the pleasure of mine eye, 176 
Is only Helena. To her, my lord. 

Was I betroth’d ere I saw Hermia: 

But, like in sickness, did I loathe tliis food; 
But, as in health, come to my natural taste, 
Now do I wish it, love it, long for it, 181 
And will for evermore be true to it. 

The. Fair lovers, you are fortunately met: 
Of this discourse we more will hear anon. 184 
Egeus, I will overbear your will. 

For in the temple, by and by, with us, 

These couples shall eternally be knit: 

And, for the morning now is something worn, 
Our purpos'd hunting shall be set aside. 189 
Away with us, to Athens: three and three. 
We’ll hold a feast in great solemnity. 

Come, Hippolyta. tv 2 

[Exeunt THESEUS, HIPPOLYTA, EGEUS, 
and Train. 

Dem. These things seem small and un- 
distinguishable. 

Like far-off mountains turned into clouds. 
Her. Methiuks I see these things with parted 
eye, 

When everything seems double. 

Uel. So methinks: 

And I have found Demetrius, like a jewel, 197 
Mine own, and not mine own. 

Dem. Are you sure 

That we are awake? It seems to me 
rhat yet we sleep, we dream. Do you not think 
The duke was here, and bid us follow him? 201 
Her. Yea; and my father. 

Hel. And Hippolyta. 

Lys. And he did bid us follow to the temple. 
Dem. Why then, we are awake. Let's fol¬ 
low him; 202 

And by the way let us recount our dreamt. 

[Exeunt. 

Bot. [Awaking.] When my cue comes, call 
me, and I will answer: my next is, ‘Most fair 
Pyramus.* Heigh-ho! Peter Quince! Flute, the 
bellows-mender! Snout, the tinker! Starveling! 


136 God's my life! stolen hence, and left me asleep! 
I have had a most rare vision. T have had a 


And now I do bethink me, so it is,— 

I came with Hernia hither: our intent 
Was to be go 
Without the 1 

Enoueh. enougn, my turu: you uav® [iwuu mu wvmu. - --t - . 

momrfr ^ z 6 o no man can tell what. Methought I waSr-af* 

I bee the law, the law, upon his head. methought l had,—but man is hut a patched 

tl..?_1 a kouA awav * they would, fool, if he will ofTer to say what methoughtl had. 


They would have stol'n away; 
Demetrius, 


The eye of man hath not heard, the ear of man 
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hath not seen, man’s hand is not able to taste, 
his tongue to conceive, nor his heart to report, 
what my dream was. I will get Peter Quince to 
write a ballad of this dream: it shall be called 
Bottom’s Dream, because it hath no bottom; 
and I will sing it in the latter end of a play, 
before the duke: peradventure, to make it the 
more gracious, I shall sing it at her death. 226 

[Exit. 


Scene II.— Athens. A Room in quince’s 
House. 

Enter quince, flute, snout, and starveling. 

Quin. Have you sent to Bottom’s house? is 
he come home yet ? 

Star. He cannot be heard of. Out of doubt 
he is transported. 4 

Flu. If he come not, then the play is marred: 
it goes not forward, doth it? 

Quin. It is not possible: you have not a man 
m all Athens able to discharge Pyramus but 
he. 9 

Flu. No; he hath simply the best wit of any 
handicraft man in Athens. 

Quin. Yea, and the best person too; and he 
is a very paramour for a sweet voice. 13 

Flu. You must say, ‘paragon:’ a paramour 
is, God bless us! a thing of naught. 

Enter snug. 

Smtg. Masters, the duke is coining from the 
temple, and there is two or three lords and ladies 
more married: if our sport had gone forward, 
we had all been made men. 19 

Flu. O sweet bully Bottom I Thus hath he lost 
sixpence a day during his life; he could not have 
scaped sixpence a day: an the duke had not 
given him sixpence a day for flaying Pyramus, 
111 be hanged; he would have deserved it: six¬ 
pence a day in Pyramus, or nothing. aj 

Enter BOTTOM. 

Bat. Where are these lads? where are these 
hearts? 

Quin. Bottom! O most courageous day! O 

most happy hour! 29 

Bot. Masters, I am to discourse wonders: but 
ask me not what; for if I tell you. I am no true 
Athenian. I will tell you everything, right as it 
fell out. 33 

Quin. Let us hear, sweet Bottom. 

Bot. Not a word of me. All that I will tell 
you is, that the duke hath dined. Get your ap¬ 
parel together, good strings to your beards, new 
ribbons to your pumps; meet presently at the 
palace; every man look o’er his part; for the 
short and the long is, our play is preferred. In 
any case, let Thisby have clean linen; and let 
not him that plays the lion pare his nails, for 
they shall hang out for the bon’s claws. And, 
most dear actors, eat no onions nor garlic, for 
we are to utter sweet breath, and I do not doubt 
but to hear them say, it is a sweet comedy. No 
■bore words: away! go; away. [Exeunt. 
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ACT V 

Scene I. — Athens. An Apartment in the 
Palace of THESEUS. 

Enter Theseus, hippolyta, philostrate, 
Lords, and Attendants. 

Hip. Tis strange, my Theseus, that these 
lovers speak of. 

The. More strange than true. I never may 
believe 

These antique fables, nor these fairy toys. 
Lovers and madmen have such seething brains, 
Such shaping fantasies, that apprehend j 
More than cool reason ever comprehends. 
The lunatic, the lover, and the poet. 

Are of imagination all compact: 8 

One sees more devils than vast hell can hold. 
That is, the madman; the lover, all as frantic. 
Sees Helen’s beauty in a brow of Egypt: 

The poet's eye, in a fine frenzy rolling, ra 
Doth glance from heaven to earth, from earth 
to heaven; 

And, as imagination bodies forth 
The forms of things unknown, the poet’s pen 
Turns them to shapes, and gives to airy nothing 
A local habitation and a name. 17 

Such tricks hath strong imagination, 

That, if it would but apprehend some joy. 

It comprehends some bringer of that joy; 20 
Or in the night, imagining some fear, 

How easy is a bush suppos’d a bear! 

Hip. But all the story of the night told over. 
And all their minds transfigur’d so together, 24 
More witnesseth than fancy’s images. 

And grows to something of great constancy, 
But, howsoever, strange and admirable. 

The. Here come the lovers, full of joy and 
mirth. 28 

Enter LYSANDER, DEMETRIUS, HERMIA, and 
HELENA. 

Joy, gentle friends! joy, and fresh days of love 
Accompany your hearts! 

Lys. More than to us 

Wait in your royal walks, your board, your 
bed! 

The. Come now; what masques, what dances 
shall we have, 32 

To wear away this long age of three hours 
Between our after-supper and bed-titne? 
Where is our usual manager of mirth? 

What revels are in hand ? Is there no play, 36 
To ease the anguish of a torturing hour? 

Call Philostrate. 

Philost. Here, mighty Theseus. 

The. Say, what abridgment have you for 
this evening? 

What masque? what music? How shall we be¬ 
guile 40 

The lazy time, if not with some delight? 
Philost. There is a brief how many sports are 
ripe; 

Make choice of which your highness will see 
first. [Gives a paper. 

The. The battle with the Centaurs, to be 
sung 44 
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By an Athenian eunuch to the harp. 

We’ll none of that: that have I told my love, 
In glory of my kinsman Hercules. 

The riot of the tipsy Bacchanals, 4 * 

Tearing the Thracian singer in their rage. 

That is an old device; and it was play’d 
When I from Thebes came last a conqueror. 
The thrice three Muses mourning for the death 
Of Learning, late deceas'd in beggary. 53 

That is some satire keen and critical. 

Not sorting with a nuptial ceremony. 

A tedious brief scene of young Pyramus 56 
And his love Thisbe: very tragical mirth. 

Merry and tragical! tedious and brief! 

That is, hot ice and wonderous strange snow. 
How shall we find the concord of this discord? 
Pliibst. A play there is, my lord, some ten 
words long, 61 

Which is as brief as I have known a play; 

But by ten words, my lord, it is too long, 
Which makes it tedious; for in all the play 64 
There is not one word apt, one player fitted. 
And tragical, my noble lord, it is; 

For Pyramus therein doth kill himself. 

Which when I saw rehears’d, I must confess, S3 
Made mine eyes water; but more merry tears 
The passion of loud laughter never shed. 

The. What are they that do play it? 

Philost. Hard-handed men, that work in 
Athens here, 7a 

Which never labour’d in their minds till now. 
And now have toil’d their unbreath’d memories 
With this same play, against your nuptial. 

The. And we will hear it. 

Philost. No, my noble lord; 

It is not for you; I have heard it over, n 
And it is nothing, nothing in the world; 
Unless you can find sport in their intents, 
Extremely stretch’d and conn’d with cruel pain. 
To do you service. 

The. I will hear that play; 81 

For never anything can be amiss, 

When simpleness and duty tender it. 

Go, bring them in: and take your places, ladies. 

(C.r/f PHJI.OSTRATE. 

Hip. I love not to see wretchedness o’er- 
ckarg'd, 85 

And duty in his service perishing. 

The. Why, gentle sweet, you shall see no 
such thing. 

Hip. He says they can do nothing in this 
kind. 88 

The. The kinder we, to give them thanks for 
nothing. 

Our sport shall be to take what they mistake: 
And what poor duty cannot do, noble respect 
Takes it in might, not merit. 92 

Where I have come, great clerks have purposed 
To greet me with premeditated welcomes; 
Where I have seen them shiver and look pale, 
Make periods in the midst of sentences, 96 

Throttle their practis’d accent in their fears. 
And, in conclusion, dumbly have broke off, 
Not paying me a welcome. Trust me, sweet, 
Out of this silence yet I pick’d a welcome; 100 
And in the modesty of fearful duty 


I read as much as from the rattling tongue 
Of saucy and audacious eloquence. 

Love, therefore, and tongue-tied simplicity 104 
In least speak most, to my capacity. 

Re-enter piulostrate. 

Philost. So please your Grace, the Prologue 
is address'd. 

7 Ac. Let him approach. 

I Flourish of trumpets. 

Enter QUINCE for the Prologue. 

Prol. If we offend, it is with our good wilt. 108 
That you should think, we come not to of¬ 
fend. 

But with good will. To show our simple skill. 
That is the true beginning of our end. 
Consider then we come but in despite. 112 
Wc do not cotr.e as minding to content you, 
Our true intent is. All for your delight. 

We are not here. That you should here re¬ 
pent you, 

The actors are at hand; and, by their show, 116 
you shall know all that you are like to know. 
The. This fellow doth not stand upon points. 
Lys. He hath rid his prologue like a rough 
colt; lie knows not the stop. A good moral, my 
lord; it is not enough to speak, but to speak 
true. 122 

Hip. Indeed he hath played on his prologue 
like a child on a recorder; a sound, but not in 
government. 

7 Ac. His speech was like a tangled chain; 
nothing unpaired, but all disordered. Who is 
next? 128 

Enter PYRAMUS and THISBE, WALL. MOON¬ 
SHINE, arui LION, as in dumb show. 

Prol. Gentles, perchance you wonder at this 
show; 

But wonder on, till truth make all things 
plain. 

This man is Pyramus 1 if you would know; 

This beauteous lady Chisby is, certain. 132 
This man, with lime and rough-cast, doth pre¬ 
sent 

Wall, that vile Wall which did these lovers 
sunder; 

And through Wall's chink, poor souls, they are 
content 13 S 

To whisper, at the which let no man wonder. 
This man, with Umthorn, dog, and bush of 
thorn, 

Prescnteth Moonshine; for, if vou will know, 
By moonshine did these lovers think no scorn 
To meet at Ninus’ tomb, there, there to 
woo. 140 

This grisly beast, which Lion hight by name. 
The trusty Thisby, coming first by night. 

Did scare away, or rather did affright; 

And, as she fled, her mantle she did fall, 144 
Which Lion rile with bloody mouth did stain. 
Anon comes Pyrarmis, sweet youth and tall, 
And finds his trusty Thishy’s mantle shun; 
Whereat, with blade, with bloody blameful 
blade, 148 
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He bravely broach’d his boiling bloody breast; 
And Thisby, tarrying in mulberry shade. 

His dagger drew, and died. For all the rest. 
Let Lion, Moonshine, Wall, and lovers twain. 

At large discourse, while here they do remain. 

lExeunt frolooue, pyramus, thisbe, 
LION, and MOONSHINE. 
The. I wonder, if the lion be to speak. 

Dem. JMo wonder, my lord: one lion may, 
when many asses do. ij6 

Wall. In this same interlude it doth befall 
That I, one Snout by name, present a wall; 

And such a wall, as I would have you think. 

That had in it a crannied hole or chink, 160 
Through which the lovers, Pyramus ana Thisby, 
Did whisper often very secretly. 

This loam, this rough-cast, and this stone doth 
show 

That / am that same wall; the truth is so; 164 
And this the cranny is, right and sinister. 

Through which the fearful lovers are to whisper. 

The. Would you desire lime and hair to speak 
better! »>« 

Dem. It is the wittiest partition that ever I 
heard discourse, my lord. 

The. Pyramus draws near the wall: silence! 

Re-enter PYRAMUS. 
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Pyr. Not Shafahts to Procrus was so true. 
This. As Shafalus to Procrus, I to you. 

Pyr. O! kiss me through the hole of this vile 
watt. 204 

This. I kiss the watt’s hole, not your lips at 
all. 

Pyr. Wilt thou at Ninny's tomb meet me 
straightway? 

This, ‘Tide life, ’tide death, I come without 
delay. (Exeunt pyramus and thisbe. 

Wall. Thus have I, Watt, my part discharged 
so; 208 

And, being done, thus Watt away doth go. [Exit. 

The. Now is the mural down between the two 
neighbours. 

Dem. No remedy, my lord, when walls are so 
wilful to hear without warning. 213 

Hip. This is the silliest stuff that ever I heard. 
The. The best in this kind are but shadows, 
and the worst are no worse, if imagination 
amend them. 217 

flip. It must be your imagination then, and 
not theirs. 

The. If we imagine no worse of them than 
they of themselves, they may pass for excellent 
men. Here come two noble beasts in, a man 
and a lion. 


Pyr. 0 grim-look’d night! O night with hue so 
blackI 172 

O night, which ever art when day is not! 

O night! O night! alack, alack, alack! 

I fear my Thisby’s promise is forgot. 

And thou, O wall! O sweet, 0 lovely wall! 17s 
That stand'st between her father’s ground and 
mine; 

Thou wall, 0 wall! O sweet, and lovely wall! 
Show me thy chink to blink through with 
mine cyne. [wall holds up his fingers. 
Thanks, courteous wall: Jove shield thee well 
for this! 180 

But what see I? No Thisby do I see. 

0 wicked watt! through whom I see no bliss; 
Curs’d be thy stones for thus deceiving me ! 
The. The wall, methinks, being sensible, 

should curse again. 1S3 

Pyr. No. in truth, sir, he should not. ‘De¬ 

ceiving me, is Thisby’s cue: she is to enter now, 
and I am to spy her through the wall. You 
shall see, it will fall pat as I told you. Yonder 
she comes. 

Re-enter THISBE. 

This. O wall! full often hast thou heard my 
moans, 

For parting my fair Pyramus and me: 193 
My cherry Ups have often kiss’d thy stones, 
Thy stones with lime and hair knit up in thee. 
Pyr. I see a voice: now will I to the chink. 

To spy an I can hear my Th&by’s face. 196 
Thisby I 

This. My love! thou art my love, l think. 

Pyr. Think what thou wilt, I am thy lover’s 
grace; 

Ana, like Limander, am I trusty still. soo 


Re-enter UON and moonshine. 

Lion. You, ladies, you, whose gentle hearts do 
fear 224 

The smallest monstrous mouse that creeps on 
floor. 

May now perchance both quake and tremble 
here. 

When lion rough in wildest rage doth roar. 
Then know that 7 , one Snug the joiner, am 22! 
A lion-fell, nor else no lion’s dam: 

For, if I should as lion come in strife 
Into this place, ’twere pity on my life. 

The. A very gentle beast, and of a good con¬ 
science. 233 

Dem. The very best at a beast, my lord, that 
e’er I saw. 

Lys. This Hon is a very fox for his valour. 
The. True; and a goose for his discretion. 237 
Dem. Not so, my lord; for his valour cannot 
carry his discretion, and the fox carries the 
goose. 240 

The. His discretion, I am sore, cannot cany 
his valour, for the goose carries not the fox. It 
is well: leave it to his discretion, and let us 
listen to the moon. 244 

Moon. This lanthorn doth the homea moon 
present ;— 

Dem. He should have worn the boras on his 
head. 

The. He is no crescent, and his horns are in¬ 
visible within the circumference. 249 

Moon. This lanthorn doth the horned moon 
present; 

Myself the man P the moon do seem to be. 

The. This is the greatest error of all the rest 
The man should be put into the lanthorn: how 
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Dent. He dares not come there for the candle; 
for, you see, it is already in snuff. 256 

Hip. I am aweary of this moon: would he 
would change! 

The. It appears, by his small light of discre¬ 
tion, that he is in the wane; but yet, in courtesy, 
in all reasdn, we must stay the time. 261 
Lys. Proceed, Moon. 

Moon. All that 1 have to say, is, to tell you 
that the lanthorn is the moon; 1, the man 111 
the moon; this thorn-bush, my thorn-bush; and 
this dog, my dog. 

Dem. Why, all these should be in the lant- 
hom; for all these are in the moon. But, 
silence! here comes Thisbe. 269 


My soul Is in the sky: 

Tongue, lose thy light! 

Moon, take thy flight! 3 «* 

[Exit MOONSHINE. 

Now die, die, die, die, die. [Dies. 

Dem. No die, but an ace, for him; for he is 
but one. , , . . , 

Lys. Less than an ace, man, for he is dead; 
he is nothing. . 3'7 

The. With the help of a surgeon, he might 
yet recover, and prove an ass. 

Hip. How chance Moonshine is gone before 
Thisbe comes back and finds her lover? 321 
The. She will find him by starlight. Here 
she comes; and her passion ends the play. 


Re-enter thisbe. 

This. This is old Ninny’s tomb. Where is my 
love? 

Lion. [ Roaring .] Oh—. [THISBE runs off. 

Dem. Well roared, Lion. 272 

The. Well run, Thisbe. 

Hip. Well shone. Moon. Truly, the moon 
shines with a good grace. 

[The lion tears thiSBE’S mantle, and exit. 
The. Well moused. Lion. 276 

Dem. And then came Pyramus. 

Lys. And so the lion vanished. 

Re-enter pyramus. 

Pyr. Sweet moon, I thank thee for thy sunny 
'beams: 279 

/ thank thee, moon, for shining now so bright. 
For, by thy gracious, golden, glittering streams, 
l trust to taste of truest Thisby's sight. 

But stay, O spite I 
But mark, poor knight, 284 

What dreadful dole is here! 

Eyes, do you see? 

How can it be? 

O dainty duck! O dear! 288 

Thy mantle good. 

What! stain'd with blood! 
Approach, ye Furies fell! 

O Fates, come, come, 292 

Cut thread and thrum; 

Quail, crush, conclude, and quell! 

The. This passion, and the death of a dear 
Mend, would go near to make a man look sad. 

Hip. Beshrew my heart, but I pity the man. 
Pyr. O! wherefore. Nature, didst thou lions 
frame? 

Since lion rile hath here deflower’d my dear? 
Which is — no, no—which was the fairest dame 
That liv’d, that lov’d, that lik’d, that look'd 
with cheer. 301 

Come tears, confound; 

Out, sword, and wound 
The pap of Pyramus: 304 

Ay, that left pap. 

Where heart doth hop: 

Thus die I, thus, thus, thus. 

[Stabs himself. 
Now am 1 dead, 308 

Now am I fled; 


Re-enter thisbe. 

Hip. Methinks she should not use a long one 
for such a Pyramus; I hope she will be brief. 

Dem. Amotewilltumthebalance,whichPyra- 
mus, which Thisbe, is the better: he for a man, 
God warrant us; she for a woman, God bless us. 

Lys. She hath spied him already with those 
sweet eyes. 

Dem. And thus she moans, videlicet :— 

This. Asleep, my love? 332 

What, dead, my dove? 

O Pyramus, arise! 

Speak, speak ! Quite dumb? 

Dead, dead! A tomb 33d 

Must cover thy sweet eyes. 

These lily lips. 

This cherry nose. 

These yellow cowslip cheeks, 340 

Are gone, are gone: 

Lovers, make moan ! 

His eyes were green as leeks. 

O, Sisters Three, 344 

Come, come to me, 

With hands as pale as milk; 

Lay them in gore. 

Since you have shore 348 

With shears his thread of silk. 

Tongue ,' not a word: 

Come, trusty sword: 

Come, blade, my breast imbrue: 352 
[Stabs herself. 
And farewell, friends; 

Thus Thisby ends: 

Adieu, adieu, adieu. [Dies. 

The. Moonshine and Lion are left to bury the 
dead. 337 

Dem. Ay, and Wall too. 

Bot. No, I assure you; the wall is down that 
parted their fathers. Will it please you to see 
the epilogue, or to hear tf Bergomask dance 
between two of our company? 362 

The. No epilogue, I pray you; for your play 
needs no excuse. Never excuse; for when the 
players are all dead, there need none to be 
blamed. Marty, if he that writ it had played 
Pyramus, and hanged himself in Thisbe 1 ! gar¬ 
ter, it would have been a fine tragedy: and 
so it is, truly, and very notably discharged. 
But come, your Bergomask: let your epilogue 
alone. [A dance. 
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The iron tongue of midnight hath told twelve; 
Lovers, to bed; ’tis almost fairy time. 373 
I fear we shall out-sleep the coming morn, 

As much as we this night have overwatch’d. 
This palpable-gross play hath well beguil’d 376 
The heavy gait of night. Sweet friends, to bed. 
A fortnight hold we this solemnity, 

In nightly revels, and new jollity, [Exeunt. 


Scene n 

Enter PUCK. 

Puck. Now the hungry lion roan, 

And the wolf behowls the moon; 
Whilst the heavy ploughman snores 
Ali with weary task fordone, ' 4 
Now the wasted brands do glow, 

Whilst the screech-owl, screeching loud, 
Puts the wretch that lies in woe 
In remembrance of a shroud. 8 
Now it is the time of night 
That the graves, all gaping wide, 
Every one lets forth his sprite, 

In the church-way paths to glide: 12 
And we fairies, that do run 
By the triple Hecate’s team, 

From the presence of the sun. 
Following darkness like a dream, 16 
Now are frolic; not a mouse 
Shall disturb this hallow’d house: 

I am sent with broom before, 

To sweep the dust behind the door. 20 

Enter oberon and ttiania, with their Train. 

Obe. Through the house give glimmering light 
By the dead and drowsy fire; 

Every elf and fairy sprite 
Hop as light as bird from brier; 24 
And this ditty after me 
Sing and dance it trippingly. 

Tito. First, rehearse your song by rote, 

To each word a warbling note: 28 


3 « 


40 


44 


Hand in hand, with fairy grace, 

Will we sing, and bless this place. 

[Song and dance, 

Obe, Now, until the break of day, 

Through this house each fairy stray. 31 
To the best bride-bed will we, 

Which by us shall blessed be; 

And the issue there create 
Ever shall be fortunate. 

So shall all the couples three 
Ever true in loving be; 

And the blots of Nature’s hand 
Shall not in their issue stand: 

Never mole, hare-lip, nor scar, 

Nor mark prodigious, such as are 
Despised in nativity. 

Shall upon their children be. 

With this field-dew consecrate, 

Every fairy take his gait, 

And each several chamber bless, 
Through this palace, with sweet peace; 48 
Ever shall in safety rest, 

And the owner of it blest. 

Trip away; 

Make no stay; 52 

Meet me all by break of day. 

[Exeunt oberon, tttania, and Train, 
Puck. If we shadows have offended, 

Think but this, and ali is mended, 

That you have but slumber’d here 
While these visions did appear. 

And this weak and idle theme, 

No more yielding but a dream, 

Gentles, ao not reprehend: 

If you pardon, we will mend. 

And, as I'm an honest Puck, 

If we have unearned luck 
Now to ’scape the serpent’s tongue, 

We will make amends ere long; 

Else the Puck a liar call: 

So, good night unto you all. 

Give me your hands, if we be friends. 


J« 


so 


64 


68 


And Robin shall restore amends. [Exit, 
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ACT l 

Scene I. — Venice. A Street. 

Enter Antonio, salarino, and salanio. 
Ant. In sooth, I know not why I am so sad: 
It wearies me; you say it wearies you; 

But how I caught it, found it, or came by it. 
What stuff ’tis made of, whereof it is bom, 4 
I am to leant; 

And such a want-wit sadness makes of me, 
That I have much ado to know myself. 

Salar. Your mind is tossing on the ocean; 8 
There, where your argosies with portly sail,— 
Like seniors and rich burghers on the Sood, 
Or, as It were, the pageants of the sea,— 

Do overpeer the petty traffickers, is 

That curtsy to them, do them reverence. 

As they fly by them with their woven wings. 
Salan. Believe me, sir, had I such venture 
forth, 

The better part of my affections would 16 
Be with my hopes abroad. I should be still 
Plucking the grass to know where sits the wind; 
Peering in maps for ports, and piers, and roads; 
And every object that might make me fear so 
Misfortune to my ventures, out of doubt 
Would make me sad. 

Salar. My wind, cooling my broth, 

Would blow me to an ague, when! thought 
What harm a wind too great might do at sea. 24 
I should not see the sandy hour-glass run 
But I should think of shallows and of flats, 
And see my wealthy Andrew dock'd in sand 
Vailing her high-top lower than her ribs 28 
To kiss her burial. Should I go to church 
And see the holy edifice of stone, 

And not bethink me straight of dangerous 
rocks, 

Which touching but my gentle vessel’s side 32 
Would scatter all her spices on the stream, 
Enrobe the roaring waters with my silks; 

And, in a word, but even now worth this, 
And now worth nothing? Shall I have the 
thought 36 

To think on this, and shall I lack the thought 


That such a thing bechanc’d would make me 
sad? 

But tell not me: I know Antonio 
Is sad to think upon his merchandise. 40 
Ant. Believe me, no: I thank my fortune 
for it, 

My ventures are not in one bottom trusted, 
Nor to one place; nor is my whole estate 
Upon the fortune of this present year: 44 

Therefore, my merchandise makes me not sad. 
Salar. Why, then you are in love. 

Ant. Fie, fie! 

Salar. Not in love neither? Then let’s say 
you are sad, 

Because you are not merry: and ’twere as easy 
For you to iaugh and leap, and say you are 
merry, 49 

Because you are not sad. Now, by two-headed 
Janus, 

Nature hath fram’d strange fellows in her time: 
Some that will evermore peep through their eyes 
And laugh like parrots at a bag-piper, 53 
And other of such vinegar aspect 
That they’ll not show their teeth in way of smile, 
Though Nestor swear the jest be laughable. 56 

Enter bassanio, Lorenzo, and cratiavo. 
Salan. Here comes Bassanio, your most noble 
kinsman, 

Gratiano, and Lorenzo, Fare ye well: 

We leave you now with better company. 
Salar. I would have stay’d till I had made 
you merry, 60 

If worthier friends had not prevented me. 

Ant. Your worth is very dear in my regard. 
I take it, your own business calls on you, 

And you embrace the occasion to depart. 64 
Salar. Good morrow, my good lords. 

Bass. Good signiors both, when shall we 
laugh? say when? 

You grow exceeding strange: must it be so? 
Salar. We’ll make our leisures to attend on 
yours. (Exeunt salarino and salanio. 
Lor. My Lord Bassanio, since you have found 
Antonio, 69 
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We too will leave you; but, at dinner-time, 

I pray you, have in mind where we must meet 
Bass. I will not Cdl you. 73 

Ora. You look not well, Signior Antonio; 
You have too much respect upon the world: 
They lose it that do buy it with much care: 
Believe me, you are marvellously chang’d. 76 
Ant. I hud the world but as the world, 
Gratiano; 

A stage where every man must play a part. 
And mine a sad one. 

Gra. Let me play the fool: 

With mirth and laughter let old wrinkles come. 
And let my liver rather heat with wine 81 
Than my heart cool with mortifying groans. 
Why should a man, whose blood is warm within. 
Sit like his smndsire cut in alabaster? 84 
Slecji w hen he wakes, and creep into the jaun- 

By being peevish? I tell thee what, Antonio— 
I love thee, and it is my love that speaks— 
There are a sort of men whose visages 88 
Do cream and mantle like u standing pond. 
And do a wilful stillness entertain, 

With purpose to be dress’d in an opinion 
Of wisdom, gravity, profound conceit; 93 
As who should say, I am Sir Oracle, 

And when 1 ope my lips let no dog bark!’ 

O, my Antonio, I do know of these. 

That therefore only are reputed wise 96 
For saying nothing; when, 1 am very sure, 

If they should speak, would almost damn chose 
ears 

Which, hearing them, would call their brothers 
fools. 

I’ll tell thee more of this another time: 100 

But fish not, with this melancholy bait, 

For this fool-gudgeon, this opinion. 

Come, good Lorenzo. Fare ye well awhile: 
I’ll end my exhortation after dinner. 104 
Lor. Well, we will leave you then till dinner¬ 
time. 

I must be one of these same dumb-wise men, 
For Gratiano never lets me speak. 

Gra. Well, keep me company but two years 
moe, 108 

Thou shall not know the sound of thine own 
tongue. 

Ant. Farewell :IT 1 grow a talker for this gear. 
Gra. Thanks, i’faith; for silence is only com¬ 
mendable 

In a neat's tongue dried and a maid not vendible. 

[Exeunt GRATIANO and LORENZO. 
Ant. b that anything now? 113 

Bass. Gratiano speaks an infinite deal of 
nothing, more than any man in all Venice. His 
reasons are as two grains of wheat hid in two 
bushels of chaff; you shall seek all day ere you 
find them, and, when you have them, they are 
not worth the search. 

Ant. Well, tell me now, what lady is the same 
To whom you swore a secret pilgrimage, tar 
That you to-day promis’d to tell me of? 

Bass. Tls not unknown to yon, Antonio, 
How much I have disabled mine estate, 124 
v something showing a more swelling port 


Than my faint meant would grant continuance: 
Nor do I now make moan to be abridg’d 
From such a noble rate; but my chief care tat 
Is. to come fairly off from the great debts 
Wherein my time, something too prodigal. 
Hath left me gag’d. To you, AntonioT 
I owe the most, in money and in love; 133 
And from your love 1 have a warranty 
To unburthen all my plots and purposes 
How to get clear of all the debts I owe. 

Ant. I pray you, good Bassanio, let me know 
it: 136 

And if it stand, as you yourself still do. 

Within the eye of honour, be assur’d. 

My purse, my person, my extremest means. 
Lie all unlock’d to your occasions. 140 

Bass. In my school-days, when I had lost one 
shaft, 

I shot his fellow of the self-same flight 
The self-same way with more advised watch. 
Tofind the other forth, and by adventuring both, 
I oft found both. I urge this childhood proof. 
Because what follows u pure innocence. 

I owe you much, and, like a wilful youth. 
That which I owe is lost; but if you please 148 
To shoot another arrow that self way 
Which you did shoot the first, I do not doubt. 
As I will watch the aim, or to find both. 

Or bring your latter hazard back again, 15a 
And thankfully rest debtor for the first. 

Ant. You know me well, and herein spend 
but time 

To wind about my love with circumstance; 
And out of doubt you do me now more wrong 
In making question of my uttermost 137 
Than if you had made waste of all I have: 
Then do but say to me what I should do 
That in your knowledge may by me be done, 16c 
And I am prest unto it: therefore speak. 

Bass. In Belmont is a lady richly left. 

And she is fair, and, fairer than that word. 

Of wondrous virtues: sometimes from her eyes 
1 did receive fhir speechless messages: 163 

Her name is Portia; nothing undervalu'd 
To Cato’s daughter, Brutus Portia: 

Nor is the wide world ignorant of he, worth, 168 
For the four winds blow in from every coast 
Renowned suitors; and her sunny locks 
Hang on her temples like a golden fleece; 
Which makes her seat of Belmont Colchos’ 
strand, 172 

And many Jasons come in quest of her. 

O my Antonio! had I but the means 
To hold a rival place with one of them, 

I have a mind presages me such thrift, 176 
That I should questionless be fortunate. 

Ant. Thou knowest that all my fortunes are 
at sea; 

Neither have I money, nor commodity 
To raise a present sum: therefore go forth; 1*0 
Try what my credit can in Venice do: 

That shall be rack'd, even to the uttermost. 
To furnish thee to Belmont, to fair Portia. 

Go, presently inquire, and so will I, >*4 
Where money is, and I no question make 
To have it of my trust or for my sake. (Exeunt. 
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Scene II. — Belmont. A Room in Portia’s 
House. 

Enter Portia and nerissa. 

For. By my troth, Nerissa, my little body is 
aweary of this great world. 

Her. You would be, sweet madam, if your 
miseries were in the same abundance as your 
good fortunes are: and yet, for aught I see, they 
are as sick that surfeit with too much as they 
that starve with nothing. It is no mean happi¬ 
ness therefore, to be seated in the mean: 
superfluity comes sooner by white hairs, but 
competency lives longer. 10 

For. Good sentences and well pronounced. 
Her. They would be better if well followed. 
Por. If to do were as easy as to know what 
were good to do, chapels had been churches, and 
poor men’s cottages princes’ palaces. It is a 
good divine that follows his own instructions: I 
can easier teach twenty what were good to be 
done, than be one of the twenty to follow mine 
own teaching. The brain may devise laws for 
the blood, but a hot temper leaps o’er a cold 
decree: such a hare is madness the youth, to 
skip o’er the meshes of good counsel the cripple. 
But this reasoning is not in the fashion to choose 
me a husband. O me, the word‘chooser I may 
neither choose whom I would nor refuse whom 
I dislike; so is the will of a living daughter 
curbed by the will of a dead father. Is it not 
hard, Nerissa, that I cannot choose one nor 
refuse none? 29 

Her. Your father was ever virtuous, and holy 
men at their death have good inspirations; 
therefore, thelottery that he hath devised in these 
three chests of gold, silver, and lead, whereof 
who chooses his meaning chooses you, will, no 
doubt, never be chosen by any rightly but one 
who you shall rightly love. But what warmth 
is there in your affection towards any of these 
princely suitors that are already come? 38 
Por. I pray thee, over-name them, and as 
thou namest them, I will describe them; and, 
according to mydescription,level at my affection. 
Her. First, there is the Neapolitan prince. 42 
Por. Ay, that’s a colt indeed, for he doth 
nothing but talk of his horse; and he makes it a 
at appropriation to his own good parts that 
can shoe him himself. I am much afeard 
my lady his mother played false with a smith. 
Her. Then is there the County Palatine. 48 
Por. He doth nothing but frown, as who 
should say, ’An you wiil not have me, choose.’ 
He hears merry tales, and smiles not: I fear he 
will prove the weeping philosopher when he 
grows old, being so full of unmannerly sadness 
in his youth. I had rather be married to a 
death’s-head with a bone in his mouth than to 
either of these. God defend me from these two 1 
Her. How say you by the French lord. 
Monsieur Le Bon? 58 

Por. God made him, and therefore let him pass 
for a man. In truth, 1 know it is a sin to be a 
mocker; but, he! why, he hath a horse better 
than the Neapolitan’s, a better bad habit of 


frowning than the Count Palatine; he is every 
man in no man; if a throstle sing, he fails 
straight a-capering; he will fence with his own 
shadow: if I should marry him, I should marry 
twenty husbands. If he would despise me, I 
would forgive him, for if he love me to madness, 
1 shall never requite him. 69 

Her. What say you, then, to Falconbridge, 
the young baron of England? 

Por. You know I say nothing to him, for he 
understands not me, nor I him; he hath neither 
Latin, French, nor Italian; and you will come 
into the court and swear that I have a poor 
pennyworth in the English. He is a proper 
man’s picture, but, alas! who can converse with 
a dumb-show? How oddly he is suited! I think 
he bought his doublet in Italy, his round hose in 
France, his bonnet in Germany, and his be¬ 
haviour every where. 81 

Her. What think you of the Scottish lord, his 
neighbour? 

Por. That he hath a neighbourly charity In 
him, for he borrowed a box of the ear of the 
Englishman, and swore he would pay him again 
when he was able: I think the Frenchman be¬ 
came his surety and sealed under for another. 

Her. How like you the young German, the 
Duke of Saxony’s nephew ? 90 

Por. Very vilely in the morning, when he is 
sober, and most vilely in the afternoon, when he 
is drunk; when he is best, he is a little worse 
than a man, and when he is worst, he is little 
better than a beast. An the worst fall that ever 
fell, I hope I shall make shift to go without him. 

Her. If he should offer to choose, and choose 
the right casket, you should refuse to perform 
your lather's will, if you should refuse to accept 
him. 100 

Por. Therefore, for fear of the worst, I pray 
thee, set a deep glass of Rhenish wine on the 
contrary casket, for, if the devil be within and 
that temptation without, I know he will choose 
it. I will do anything, Nerissa, ere I will be 
married to a sponge. 106 

Her. You need not fear, lady, the having any 
of these lords: they have acquainted me with 
their determinations; which is, indeed, to return 
to their home and to trouble you with no more 
suit, unless you may be won by some other sort 
than your father’s imposition depending on the 
caskets. 113 

Por. If I live to be as old as Sibylla, I will die 
as chaste as Diana, unless I be obtained by the 
manner of my father’s will. I am glad this 

£ arcel of wooers are so reasonable, for there 
: not one among them but I dote on his very 
absence, and I pray God grant them a fair 
departure. 120 

Her. Do you not remember, lady, In your 
father’s time, a Venetian, a scholar and a soldier, 
that came hither in the company of the Marquis 
of Montferrat? 124 

Por. Yea,yes:it wa»Bassanio;asI think, he 
was so called. 

Her. True, madam; he, of all the men that 
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ever my foolish eyes looked upon, was the best 
deserving a fair lady. 129 

Por. I remember him well, and I remember 
him worthy of thy praise. 

Enter a Servant. 

How nowl what news? 132 

Serv. Thefourstrangersseekforyou,madam, 
to take their leave; and there is a forerunner 
come from a fifth, the Prince of Morocco, who 
brings word the prince his master will be here 
to-night. 137 

Par. If I could bid the fifth welcome with so 
good heart as I can bid the other four farewell, 
I should be glad of his approach: if he have the 
condition of a saint and the complexion of a devil, 
I had rather he should shrive me than wive me. 
Come, Nerissa. Sirrah, go before. 143 

Whiles we shut the ga te upon one wooer, another 
knocks at the door. [Exeunt. 


Scene III, — Venice. A public Place. 

Enter bassanio and shhlock. 

Shy. Three thousand ducats; well? 

Base. Ay, sir, for three months. 

Shy. For three months; well? 

Bass. For the which, as I told you, Antonio 
shall be bound. 3 

Shy. Antonio shall become bound; well? 
Bass. May you stead me? Will you pleasure 
■e? Shall I know your answer? 8 

Shy. Three thousand ducats, for three 
months, and Antonio bound. 

Bass. Your answer to that. 

Shy. Antonio is a good man. 12 

Bass. Have you heard any imputation to the 
contrary? 

Shy. Ho, no, no, no, no: my meaning in saying 
he is a good man is to have you understand me 
that he is sufficient. Yet his means are in sup¬ 
position : he hath an argosy bound to Tripohs, 
another to the Indies; I understand moreover 
upon the Rialto, he hath a third at Mexico, a 
fourth for England, and other ventures he hath, 
squandered abroad. But ships are but boards, 
sailors but men; there be land-rats and water- 
rats, land-thieves, and water-thieves,— I mean 
pirates,—and then there is the peril of waters, 
winds, and rocks. The man is, notwithstanding, 
sufficient. Three thousand ducats; I think, I 
may take his bond. 28 

Bass. Be assured you may. 

Shy. I will be assured I may ; and, that I may 
be assured, I will bethink me. May I speak with 
Antonio? 32 

Bass. If it please you to dine with us. 

Shy. Yes, to smell pork; to eat of the habita¬ 
tion which your prophet the Nazarite conjured 
the devil into. I will b»y with you, sell with you, 
talk with you, walk with you, and so following; 
but I will not eat with you, drink with you, nor 
pray with you. What news on the Rialto? Who 
is he comes here? 40 


Enter ANTONIO. 

Bass. This Is Signior Antonio. 

Shy. [Aside.l How like a fawning publican 
he looks! 

I hate him for he is a Christian; 

But more for that in low simplicity 44 

He lends out money gratis, and brings down 
The rate of usance here with us in Venice. 

If I can catch him once upon the hip, 

I will feed fat the ancient grudge I bear him. 48 
He hates our sacred nation, and he rails. 

Even there where merchants most do congre¬ 
gate, 

On me, my bargains, and my well-won thrift, 
Which he calls Interest. Cursed be my tribe, 32 
If I forgive himl 

Bass. Shylock, do you hear? 

Shy. I am debating of my present store. 
And, by the near guess of my memory, 

I cannot instantly raise up the gross 56 

Of full three thousand ducats. What of that? 
Tubal, a wealthy Hebrew of my tribe. 

Will furnish me. But soft! how many months 
Do you desire? [To ANTONIO.) Rest you fair, 
good signior; 60 

Your worship was the last man in our mouths. 
Ant. Sbylock,albeitIneitherlendnorborrow 
By taking nor by giving of excess. 

Yet, to supply the ripe wants of my friend, 64 
I’ll break a custom. [To bassanio.) Is he yet 
possess’d 

How much ye would? 

Shy. Ay, ay, three thousand ducats. 

Ant. And for three months. 

Shy. I had forgot; three months; you told 
me so. 68 

Well then, your bond; and let me see. But hear 
you; 

Methoughtyousaid you neither lend nor borrow 
Upon advantage. 

Ant. I do never use it. 

Shy. When Jacob graz’d his unde Laban’s 
sheep,— 72 

This Jacob from our holy Abram was, 

As his wise mother wrought in his behalf, 

The third possessor: ay, he was the third,— 
Ant. And what of him? did he take interest? 
Shy. No; not take interest; not, as you would 
say, 77 

Directly interest: mark what Jacob did. 

When Laban and himself were compromis’d, 
That all the eanlings that were streak’d and 
pied 80 

Should fall as Jacob’s hire, the ewes, being rank, 
In end of autumn turned to the rams; 

And, when the work of generation was 
Between these woolly breeders in the act, 84 
The skilful shepherd peel’d me certain wands, 
And, in the doing of the deed of kind, 

He stuck them up before the fulsome ewes, 
Who, then conceiving, did in caning time 88 
Fall parti-colour’d lambs, and those were Jacob’s. 
This was a way to thrive, and he was blest: 
And thrift is blessing, if men steal it not 
Ant. This was a venture, sir, that Jacob 
serv’d for; «* 
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A thing not in hlx pom to bring to pus. 

But sway’d and fashion’d by the hand of heaven. 
Was this inserted to make interest good! 

Or is your gold and silver ewes and rams? 

Shy. I cannot tell; I moke it breed as last: 
But note me, signior. 

Ant. Mark you this, Bassanio, 

The devil can cite Scripture for his purpose. 
An evil soul, producing holy witness, too 
Is like a villain with a smiling cheek, 

A goodly apple rotten at theheart 
O, what a goodly outside falsehood hath! 
Shy. Three thousand ducats; 'tis a good 
round sum. 104 

Three months from twelve, then let me see the 
rate. 

Ant. Well, Shylock, shall we be beholding to 
you? 

Shy. Signior Antonio, many a time and oft 
Tn the Rialto you have rated me 108 

About my moneys and my usances: 

Still have I borne it with a patient shrug. 

For sufferance is the badge of all our tribe. 
You call me misbeliever, cut-throat dog, ns 
And spet upon my Jewish gaberdine. 

And ali for use of that wliich is mine own. 
Well then, it now appears you need my help: 
Go to then; you come to me, and you say, 116 
‘Shylock, we would have moneys .you say so; 
You, that did void your rheum upon my beard. 
And foot me as you spurn a stranger cur 
Over your threshold: moneys is your suit, rao 
What should I say to you? Should I not say, 
‘Hath a dog money? Is it possible 
A cur can lend three thousand ducats?’ or 
Shall I bend low, and In a bondman's key, 124 
With bated breath, and whispering humbleness. 
Say this:— 

‘Fair sir, you spet on me on Wednesday last; 
You spum’d me such a day; another time 118 
You call’d me dog; and for these courtesies 
I’ll lend you thus much moneys?' 

Ant. I am as like to call thee so again. 

To spet on thee again, to spurn thee too. 13a 
If thou wilt lend this money, lend it not 
As to thy friends,—for when aid friendship take 
A breed for barren metal of his friend ?— 

But lend it rather to thine enemy; 136 

Who if he break, thou mayst with better face 
Exact the penalty. 

Shy. Why, look you, how you storm! 
I would be friends with you, and have your love, 
Forget the shames that you have stain’d me 
with, 140 

Supply your present wants, and take no doit 
Of usance for my moneys, and you’ll not hear 
me: 

This is kind I offer. 

Ant. This were kindness. 

Shy. This kindness will I show. 

Go with me to a notary, seal me there 14j 
Your single bond; and, in’a merry sport. 

If you repay me not on such a day, 

In such a place, such sum or sums as are 14* 
Express’d in the condition, let the forfeit 
Be nominated for an equal pound 


Of your fMr flesh, to be cut off and taken 
In what part of your body pleaseth me. ija 

Ant. Content, i' faith: I’ll seal to such a bond. 
And say there is much kindness in the Jew. 
Bass. You shall not seal to such a bond for 
me: 

Til rather dwell in my necessity. r;< 

Ant. Why,fearnot,man;Iwilinotforfeitit: 
Within.these two months, that *s a mouth before 
This bond expires, I do expect return 
Of thrice three times the value of this bond. 160 
Shy. O father Abram! what these Christians 
are, 

Whose own hard dealing teaches them suspect 
The thoughts of others. Pray you, tell me this; 
If he should break his day, what should I gain 
By the exaction of the forfeiture ? 165 

A pound of man's flesh, taken from a man. 

Is not so estimable, profitable neither, 

As flesh of muttons, beefs, or goacs. I say, 168 
To buy his favour, I extend this friendship: 

If he will take it, so; if not, adieu; 

And, for my love, I pray you wrong me not. 
Ant. Yes, Shylock, I will seal unto this bond 
Shy. Then meet me forthwith at the notary’s; 
Give him direction for this merry bond, 

And I will go and purse the ducats straight, 
See to my house, left in the fearful guard <78 
Of an unthrifty knave, and presently 
I will be with you. 

Ant. Kie thee, gentle Jew. [ Exit shylock. 

This Hebrew will turn Christian: he gro ws kind. 
Bass. I like not fair terms and a villain's 
mind. 180 

Ant. Come on: in this there can be no dis¬ 
may; 

My ships come home a month before the day. 

[Exeunt. 


ACT IT 

Scent I.— Belmont. A Boom m Portia’s 
House. 

Flourish of Cornets. Enter the princk of mo¬ 
rocco, and his Followers; Portia, ntrissa, 
and Others of her Tram. 

Mor. Mislike me not for my complexion, 
The shadow’d livery of the burnish’d sun. 

To whom I am a neighbour and near bred. 
Bring me the fairest creature northward born, 4 
Where Phcebus’ fire scarce thaws the icicles, 
And let us make incision for your love. 

To prove whose blood is reddest, his or mine. 
I tell thee, lady, this aspect of mine 8 

Hath fear d the valiant: by my love, I swear 
The best regarded virgins of our clime 
Have lov’d it too: I would not change this hue. 
Except to steal your thoughts, my gentle queen. 

Por. In terms of choice I am not solely led 
By nice direction of a maiden’s eyes; 

Besides, the lottery of my destiny 
Bars me the right of voluntary choosing: 16 

But if my father had not scanted me 
And hedg'd me by his wit, to yield myself 
His wife who wins me by that means I told you, 
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Yourself, renowned prince, then stood as fair so 
As any comer 1 have look’d on yet 
For my affection. 

Mor. Even for that I thank you: 

Therefore, 1 pray you, lead me to the caskets 
To try my fortune. By this scimitar,— 34 

That slew the Sophy, and a Persian prince 
That won three nelds of Sultan Solyman,— 

I would outstare the sternest eyes that look. 
Outbrave dw heart most daring on the earth, 28 
Pluck the young sucking cubs from the she-bear, 
Yea, mock the lion when he roars for prey. 
To win thee, lady. But, alas the while! 

If Hercules and Lichas play at dice 32 

Which is the better man, the greater throw 
May turn by fortune from the weaker hand: 
So is Alcides beaten by his page; 

And so may T, blind fortune leading inc, 36 
Miss that which one unworthier may attain, 
And die with grieving. 

Pur. You must take your chance; 

And either not attempt to choose at all, 
Orswe'ir beforeyou choose, ifyouchoose wrong. 
Never to speak to iady afterward 41 

In way of marriage: therefore be advis’d. 
Mor. Nor will not: come, bring me unto my 
chance. 

Par. First, forward to the temple: after 
dinner 44 

Your hazard shall be made. 

Mor. Good fortune then! 

To make me blest or cursed’st among men! 

[Comets, and exeunt. 


Scene n. — Venice. A Street. 

Enter launcelot gobbo. 

Loan. Certainly my conscience will serve me 
to run from this Jew my master. The fiend is 
at mine elbow, and tempts me, saying to me, 
‘ Gobbo, Launcelot Gobbo, good Launcelot,’ or 
‘ good Gobbo,’ or ‘good Launcelot Gobbo, use 
your legs, take the start, run away.’ My con¬ 
science says, ‘ No; take heed, honest Launcelot; 
take heed, honest Gobbo;’ or, as aforesaid, ‘honest 
Launcelot Gobbo; do not run; scorn running 
with thy heels.’ Well, themost courageous fiend 
bids me pack: ‘ Vial’ says the fiend; ‘away!’ 
says the fiend;’ for the heavens, rouse up a brave 
mind,’ says the fiend, ‘ and run.' Weil, my con¬ 
science, hanging about the neck ofmy heart, says 
very wisely to me. ’ My honest friend Launcelot, 
beinganhoncstman’sson,’—orratheran honest 
woman’s son;—for, indeed, my father did some¬ 
thing smack, something grow to, he had a kind 
of taste;—well, my conscience says, ‘ Launcelot, 
budge not.’ ‘Budge,’ says the fiend. ‘Budge 
not/says my conscience. ‘Conscience,’ say I, 
‘you counsel weft’ ‘fiend,’ say I, ‘you counsel well: 
to be ruled by my conscience, I should stay with 
the Jew my master, who, God bless the mark! 
is a kind of devil rend, to run away from the Jew, 
I should be ruled by the fiend, who, saving your 
reverence, is the devil himself. Certainly, the 
Jew is the very devil incarnal; and. in my con¬ 


science, my conscience is but a kind of hard con- 
adence, to offer to counsel me to stay with the 
Jew. The fiend gives the more friendly counsel: 
I will run, fiend; my heels are at your command¬ 
ment; I will run. 33 

Enter Old GOBBO, with a basket. 

Gob. Master young man, you; I pray you, 
which is the way to Master Jew’s? 

Loan. I Aside. I O heavens! this is my true- 
begotten father, who, being more than sand- 
blind, high-gravel blind, knows me not: 1 will 
try confusions with him. 

Gob. Master young gentleman, I pray you, 
which is the way to Master Jew’s? 41 

Laun. Turn up on your right hand at the 
next turning, but, at the next turning of all, on 
your left; marry, at the very next turning, turn 
of no hand, but turn down indirectly to the Jew’s 
house. 

Gob. ByGod’ssontie*,’twiUbeahardwayto 
hit. Can you tell me whether one Launcelot, 
that dwells with him, dwell with him or no?'49 
Laun. Talk you of young Master launcelot ? 
[Aside.] Mark me now; now will I raise the 
waters. Talk you of young Master Launcelot? 

Gob. No master, sir, but a poor man’s son: 
his father, though I say it. Is an honest, exceed¬ 
ing pom: man, and, God be thanked, well to 
live. jfi 

Laun. Well, let his father be what a’ will, we 
talk of young Master Launcelot. 

Gob. Your worship’s friend, and Launcelot, 
sir. 60 

Laun. But I pray you, ergo, old man, ergo, I be¬ 
seech you, talk you of young Master Launcelot ? 

Gob. Of Launcelot, an’t please your master¬ 
ship. <4 

Laun. Ergo, Master Launcelot Talk not of 
Master Launcelot, father; for the young gentle¬ 
man,—according to Fates and Destinies aod such 
odd sayings, the Sisters Three and such branches 
of learning,—is, indeed, deceased; or, as you 
would say in plain terms, gone to heaven. 

Gob. Marry, God forbid T the boy was the very 
staff of my age, my very prop. 72 

Laun. [Aside.] Do I look like a cudgel or a 
hovel-post a staff or a prop ? Do you know me, 
father? 

Gob. Alack the day t I know you not young 
gentleman: but I pray you, tell me, is my boy,— 
God rest his soul!—alive or dead? 

Laun. Do you not know me, father? 

Gob. Alack, sir, I am sand-blind; I know you 
not 81 

Laun. Nay, indeed, if yon had your eyes, 
you might fail of the knowing me: it is a wise 
father that knows his own chill Well, old man, 
I will tell you news of your son. Give me your 
blessing; truth will come to light; murder can¬ 
not be hid long; a nun’s son may, but in the 
end, truth will out II 

Gob. Pray you, sir, stand up. lam raw you 
are not Launcelot my boy. 

Laun. Pray you, let’s have no more fooling 
about it but give me your blessing: I am 
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[act n 


Launcelot, your boy that was, your son that is, 
your child that shall be. 94 

Gob. I cannot think yon are my son. 

Lam. 1 know not what I shall think of that; 
but I am Launcelot, the lew’s man, and I am 
sure Margery your wife is my mother. 98 

Gob. Her'name is Margery, indeed: I’ll be 
sworn, if thou be Launcelot, thou art mine own 
flesh and blood. Lord worshipped might he be! 
what a beard hast thou got! thou hast got more 
hair on thy chin than Dobbin my thill-horse has 
on his tail. 104 

Latin. It should seem then that Dobbin’s tail 
grows backward: I am sure he had more hair on 
his tail than I have on my face, when I last saw 
him. 108 

Gob. Lord! how art thou changed. How dost 

thou and thy master agree 1 1 have brought him 
a present. How ’gree you now? 

Latin. Well, wed: but, for mine own part, as 
I have set up my rest to run away, so I will not 
rest till I have run some ground. My master’s a 
very Jew: give him a present! give him a halter: 
I am famished in his service; you may tell every 
finger I have with my ribs. Father, I am glad 
you are come: give me your present to one 
Master Bassanio, who, indeed, gives rare new 
liveries. If I serve not him, I will run as far 
as Cod has any ground. O rare fortune! here 
comes the man: to him, father; for I am a Jew, 
if I serve the Jew any longer. 123 


Enter bassanio, with Leonardo, and other 
Followers. 

Bass. You may do so; but let it be so hasted 
that supper be ready at the very furthest by five 
of the clock. See these letters delivered; put 
the liveries to making; and desire Gratiano to 
come anon to my lodging. lExit a Servant. 
Lam. To him, father. U 9 

Gob. Cod bless your worship! 

Bass. Gramercy! wouldst thou aught with 
the? 13a 

Gob. Here’s my son, sir, a poor boy,— 
Lam. Not a poor boy, sir, but the rich 
Jew’s man; that would, sir,—as my father shall 
specify,— 136 

Gob. He hath a great infection, sir, as one 
would say, to serve— 

Laun. Indeed, the short and the long is, I serve 
the Jew, and have a desire, as my father shall 
specify,— u» 

Gob. His master and he, saving your wor¬ 

ship’s reverence, are scarce cater-cousins,— 
Laun. To be brief, the very truth is that the 
Jew having done me wrong, doth cause me,— 
as my father, being, I hope, an old man, shall 
fhitify unto you,— 147 

Gob. I have here a dish of doves that I 

would bestow upon your worship, and my suit 
is,— 

Lam. In vety brief, the suit is impertinent 
to myself, as your worship shall know by this 
honest old man; and, though I say it, though 
old man, yet poor man, my father. 

Bass. One speak for both. What would you! 


Lam. Serve you, sir. >5< 

Gob. That is the very defect of the matter, 
sir. 

Bass. I know thee well; thou hast obtain'd 
thy suit: 

Shylock thy master spoke with me this day, 160 
And hath preferr’d thee, if it be preferment 
To leave a rich Jew’s service, to become 
The follower of so poor a gentleman. 

Lam. The old proverb is very well parted 
between my master Shylock and you, sir: you 
have the grace of God, sir, and he hath enough. 
Bass. Thou speak’st it well. Go, father, with 
thy son. 

Take leave of thy old master, and inquire 168 
My lodging out. [ 7 b his followers.] Give him a 
livery 

More guarded than his fellows’: see it done. 

Laun. Father, in. I cannot get a service, no; 
I have ne’er a tongue in my head. Well, I Look¬ 
ing on his palm.) if any man in Italy have a 
fairer table which doth offer to swear upon a 
book, I shall have good fortune. Go to; here’s 
a simple line of life: here’s a small trifle ofwives: 
alas! fifteen wives isnothlng: a ’leven widows and 
nine maids is a simple coming-in for one man; 
und then to ’scape drowning thrice, and to be in 

K eril of my life with the edge of a feather-bed; 

ere are simple ’scapes. Well, if Fortune be a 
woman,she ’sa goodwenchforthis gear. Father, 
come; I’ll take my leave of the Jew in the 
twinkling of an eye. 184 

[.Exeunt LAUNCELOT and Old OOHBO. 
Bass. I pray thee, good Leonardo, think on 
this: 

These thingsbeingbought.and orderly bestow’d, 
Return in haste, for I do feast to-night 
My best-esteem’d acquaintance: hie thee, go. 
Leon. My best endeavours shall be done here¬ 
in. 189 


Enter gratiano. 

Gra. Where is your master? 

Leon. Yonder, sir, he walks. 

[Exit. 

Gra. Signior Bassanio I— 

Bass. Gratiano! t 9 » 

Gra. I have a suit to you. 

Bass. You have obtain'd it. 

Gra. You must not deny me: I must go with 
you to Belmont. 

Bass. Why, then you must. But hear thee, 
Gratiano; 

Thou art too wild, too rude and bold of voice; 
Parts that become thee happily enough, 197 
And in such eyes as ours appear not faults; 
But where thou art not known, why, there they 
show 

Something too liberal. PTay thee, take pain 100 
To allay with some cold drops of modesty 
Thy skipping spirit, lest, through thy wild be¬ 
haviour, 

I be misconstru'd in the place I go to, 

And lose my hopes. 

Gra. Signior Bassanio, hear me: *04 

If I do not put on a sober habit. 
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Talk with respect, and swear but now and then, 
Wear prayer-books in my pocket, look de¬ 
murely, 

Nay more, while grace is saying, hood mine 
eyes 208 

Thus with my hat, and sigh, and say ‘amen;’ 
Use all the observance of civility, 

Like one well studied in a sad ostent 211 
To please his grandam, never trust me more. 
Bass. Well, we shall see your bearing. 

Gra. Nay, but 1 bar to-night; you shall not 
gauge me 

By what we do to-night 
Bass. No, that were pity: 

I would entreat you rather to put on 21s 

Your boldest suit of mirth, for we have friends 
That purpose merriment But fare you well: 

1 have some business. 

Gra. And 1 must to Lorenzo and the rest; 220 
But we will visit you at supper-time. [Exeunt. 


Scene III .—The Same. A Room in shylock’s 
House. 

Enter Jessica and launcelot. 
jes. I am sorry thou wilt leave my father so: 
Our house is hefl, and thou, a merry devil, 
Didst rob it of some taste of tediousness. 

But fare thee well; there is a ducat for thee: 4 
And, Launcelot soon at supper shalt thou see 
Lorenzo, who is thy new master’s guest: 

Give him this letter; do it secretly; 

And so farewell: I would Hot have my father s 
See me in talk with thee. 

Loan. Adieu! tears exhibit my tongue. Most 
beautiful pagan, most sweet Jew! IfaChnsnan 
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Enter launcelot, with a letter. 

Friend Launcelot what’s the news? 
Laun. An it shall please you to break up this, 
it shall seem to signify. 

Lor. I know the hand: in faith, ‘tis a fair 
hand; 

And whiter than the paper it writ on 13 
Is the fair hand that writ. 

Gra. Love news, in faith. 

Laun. By your leave, sir. 

Lor. Whither goest thou? 16 

Lam. Marry, sir, to bid my old master, the 
Jew, to sup to-night with my new master, die 
Christian. 

Lor. Hold here, take this: tell gentle Jessica 
I will not fail her; speak it privately. « 
Go, gentlemen, [Exit launcelot. 

Will you prepare you for this masque to-night? 
I am provided of a torch-bearer. *4 

Safar. Ay, marry, I’D be gone about it straight 
Salm. And so will I. 

Lor. Meet me and Gratiano 

At Gratiano’s lodging some hour hen ce. 
Salar. 'Tis good we do so. 28 

[Exeunt salakino and f/LL awo. 
Gra. Was not that letter froip^fur Jessica? 
Lor. I must needs tell thee alL She hath 
directed 

How I shall take hps-from her father’s house; 
What gold agtLjewels she is furnish’d with; 3s 
What page's suit she hath in readiness. 

If e’er the Jew her father come to heaven. 

It will be for his gentle daughter’s sake; 

And never dare misfortune cross her foot, 36 
Unless she do it under this excuse, 

That she is issue to a faithless Jew. 

Come, go with me: peruse this as thou goest. 




somewhat drown my manly spirit: adieu! 

Jes. Farewell, good Launcelot. 

[Exit LAUNCELOT. 
Alack, what heinous sin is it in me 16 

To be asham’d to be my father’s child! 

But though I am a daughter to his blood, 

1 am not to his manners. O Lorenzo! 

If thou keep promise, I shall end this strife, 20 
Become a Christian, and thy loving wife, t Exit. 


Scene IV. —The Same. A Street. 

Enter orattano, lorenzo, salarino, and 

SALANIO. 

Lor. Nay, we will slink away In supper-time, 
Disguise us at my lodging, and return 
All in an hour. 

Gra. We have not made good preparation. 4 
Salar. We have not spoke us yet of torch- 
bearers. 

Salm. Tia vile, unless it may be quaintly 
order’d, . , 

And better. In my mind, not undertook. 

Lor. Tis now but four o’clock: we have two 

_ hours * 

To tarnish os. 


SceneV, —The Same. Before shyl Ock *s House. 
Enter shylock and LAUNCELOT. 

Shy. Well, thou shalt see, thy eyes shall be 

The difference of old Shylock and Bassanio:— 
What, Jessica!—thou shalt not gormandize. 

As thou hast done with me;—What, Jessica!— 
And sleep and snore, and rend apparel out— j 
Why, Jessica, I say! 

Lam. Why, Jessica 1 

Shy. Who bids thee call? I do not bid thee 
call. 

Laun. Your worship was wont to tell me that 
I could do nothing without bidding. 9 

Enter Jessica. 

Jes. Call you? What Is your will? 

Shy. I am bid forth to supper, Jessica: 
There are my keys. But wherefore should I go? 
I am not bid for love; they flatter me; 13 
But yet I'll go in hate, to feed upon 
The prodigal Christian. Jessica, my girl, 

Look to my house. I am right loath to go: id 
There Is some ill a-brewing towards my teat. 
For I did dream of money-bags to-night. 
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Latin. I beseech you, sir, go: my young 
master doth expect your reproach. 20 

Shj. So do I his. 

Laun. And they have conspired together: I 
will not say you shall see a masque; but if you 
do, then it was not for nothing that my nose fell 
a-bleeding on Black-Monday last, at six o’clock 
1 ’ the morning, falling out that year on Ash- 
Wednesday was four year in the afternoon. 
Shy. What! are there masques} Hear you 
me, Jessica: 28 

Lock up my doors; and when you hear the 
drum, 

And the vile squealing of the wry-neck’d fife, 
Clamber not you up to the casements then, 
Nov thrust your head into the public street 32 
To gaze on Christian fools with varnish’d faces. 
But stop my house’s ears, I mean my case¬ 
ments; 

Let not the sound of shallow foppery enter 
My sober house. By Jacob’s staff I swear 36 
I nave no mind of feasting forth to-night: 

But I will go. Go you before me, sirrah; 

Say I will come. 

Laun. I will go before, sir. Mistress, look out 
at window, for all this; 41 

There will come a Christian by. 

Will be worth a Jewess’ eye. 

[Exit LAUNCELOT. 
Shy. What says that fool of Hagar’s offspring, 
ha? 44 

Jet. His words were, ‘Farewell, mistress;’ 
nothing else. 

Shy. The patch is kind enough, but a huge 
feeder; 

Snail-slow in profit, and be sleeps by day 
More than the wild cat: drones hive not with 
me; 48 

Therefore I part with him, and part with him 
To one that I would have him help to waste 
His borrow’d purse. Well, Jessica, go in: 
Perhaps I will return immediately: 32 

Do as I bid you: shut doors after you: 

•Fast bind, fast find.’ 

A proverb never stale in thrifty mind. [Exit. 

Jet. Farewell; and if my fortune be not crost, 
I have a father, you a daughter, lost. [Exit. 


Scene VI.— The Same. 

Enter obatiano and salabtno, masqued. 
Gra. This is the penthouse under which 
Lorenzo 

Desir'd us to make stand. 

Solar. His hour is almost past. 

Gra. And it is marvel he out-dwells his hour. 
For lovers ever run before die clock. 4 
Solar. Ol ten dmes faster Venus’ pigeons fly 
To seal love’s bonds new-made, than they are 
wont 

Tokeepobligedfhlth nnforfeitedl 

Gra. That ever holds: who riseth ftom a feast 
With that keen appetite that he sits down? 9 
Where is the hone that doth untread again 
His tedious measures with the unbated fin 


That he did pace them first ? All things that are. 
Are with more spirit chased than enjoy’d. 13 
How like a younker or a prodigal 
The scarfed bark puts from her native bay, 
Hugg’d and embraced by the strumpet wind] 16 
How like the prodigal doth she return. 

With over-weather’d ribs and ragged sails. 
Lean, rent.and beggar’d by the strumpet wind 1 
Salar. Here comes Lorenzo: more of this 
hereafter. so 


Enter LORENZO. 

Lor. Sweet friends, your patience for my long 
abode; 

Not I, but my affairs, have made you wait: 
When you shall please to play the thieves for 
wives. 

I’ll watch as long for you then. Approach; 24 
Here dwells my father Jew. HoIwno's within? 

Enter JESSICA above, in boy’s clothes. 

Jes. Who are you? Tell me, for more cer¬ 
tainty, 

Albeit I’ll swear that I do know your tongue. 
Lor. Lorenzo, and thy love. 28 

Jet Lorenzo, certain; and my love indeed, 
For whom love Iso much ? And now who knows 
But you, Lorenzo, whether I am yours? 

Lor. Heaven and thy thoughts an witness 

that thou art. 32 

Jes. Here, catch this casket; it is worth the 
pains. 

I am glad ’tis night, you do not look on me. 
For I am much asham'd of my exchange; 

But love Is blind, and lovers cannot see 36 

The pretty follies that themselves commit; 
For if they could, Cupid himself would blush 
To see me thus transformed to a boy. 

Lor. Descend, for you must be my torch- 
bearer. 4 ° 

Jes. What! must I hold a candle to my 
shames? 

Tbeyinthemsrlves,good sooth,aretoo-too light. 
Why,'tis an office of discovery, love. 

And 1 should be obscur’d. 

Lor. So are you, sweet, 44 

Even in the lovely garnish of a boy. 

But come at once; 

For the close night doth play the runaway. 
And we are stay’d for at Bassanio'a feast. 48 
will make fast the doom, and gild my- 

With some more ducats, and be with you 
straight. f Exit above. 

Gra. Now, by my hood, a Gendle, and no Jew. 
Lor. Beshrew me, but I love her heartily; 32 
For she is wise, if I can judge of her, 

And fair she is, if that mine eyes be true. 

And true she is, as she hath prov’d herself; 
And therefore, like herself, wise, fair, and true, 
Shall she be placed in my constant souL 37 

Enter JESSICA. 

What, art thou come? On, gentlemen; away! 
Our masquing mates by this time for us stay. 

[Exit with taste a and salajuno. 
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Enter antonio. 

Ant. Who’* there? 60 

Gra. Signior Antonio 1 
Ant. Fie, fie, Gratiano! where are all the rest ? 
Tis nine o'clock; our Mends all stay for you. 
No masque to eight: the wind is come about; 
Bassanio presently will go aboard: 6s 

1 have sent twenty out to seek for you. 

Gra. I am glad on't: I desire no more de¬ 
light 

Than to be under sad and gone to-night. 68 

[Exeunt. 


Scene VII.— Belmont. A Room In Portia’s 
House. 


Flourish of Comets. Enter PORTIA, with the 
PRINCE OF MOROCCO, and their Trains. 

For. Go, draw aside the curtains, and dis¬ 
cover 

The several caskets to this noble prince. 

Now make your choice. 

Mor. The first, of gold, which this inscrip¬ 
tion bears: 4 

Who chooseth me shall gain what many men 
desire. 

The second, silver, which this promise carries; 

Who chooseth me shall get as much as he de¬ 
serves. 

This third, dull lead, with warning all as blunt: 

Who chooseth me must give and hazard all he 
hath. 9 

How shall I know if I do choose the right? 
for. The one of them contains my picture, 
prince: 

If you choose drat, then I am yours withal. » 
Mor. Some god direct my judgment! Let 
me see: 

I will survey the inscriptions back again: 

What says this leaden casket? 

Who chooseth me must give and hazard all he 
hath. is 

Must give: For what? for lead J hazard for 
lead? 

This casket threatens. Men that hazard all 

Do it in hope of fair advantages: 

A golden mind stoops not to shows of dross; so 

I'll then nor give nor hazard aught for lead. 

What says the silver with her virgin hue? 

Who chooseth me shall get as much as he de- 


As much as he deserves! Pause there. Morocco, 
And weigh dry value with an even hand, aj 
If thou be'st rated by thy estimation. 

Thou dost deserve enough; and yet enough 
May not extend so far as to the lady: at 

Ana yet to be afeard of my deserving 
Were but a weak disabling of myielf. 

As much as I deserve! Why, that's the lady; 

I do in birth deserve her, and in fortunes, 3* 
In graces, and in qualities of breeding; 

But more than these, in love I do deserve. 
What if I stray'd no farther, but choee here? 
Let’sseeonoe more this saying gra v’din gold: 36 

Who chooseth me shell gain what many men 
desire. ♦ 


Why, that’s the lady: all the world desires her; 
From the four comers of the earth they come, 
To kiss this shrine, this mortal-breathing saint: 
The Hyrcanian deserts and the vasty wilds 41 
Of wide Arabia are as throughfares now 
For princes to come view fair Portia: 

The watery kingdom, whose ambitious head 44 
Spits in the face of heaven, is no bar 
To stop the foreign spirits, but they come. 

As o’er a brook, to see fair Portia. 

One of these three contains her heavenly picture. 
Is't like that lead contains her? Twere dam- 
nation 49 

To think so base a thought: it were too gross 
To rib her cerecloth in the obscure grave. 

Or shall I think in silver she's immur’d, sa 

Being ten times undervalu’d to tried gold? 

O sinful thought! Never so rich a gem 
Was set in worse than gold. They have in Eng¬ 
land 

A coin that bears the figure of an angel 36 
Stamped in gold, but that’s insculp'd upon; 
But here an angel in a golden bed 
Lies all within. Deliver me the key: 

Here do I choose, and thrive I as I may! 60 
for. There, take it, prince; and if my form 
lie there, 

Then I am yours. 

\He unlocks the golden casket. 
Mor. O hell! what nave we hare? 

A carrion Death, within whose empty eye 
There is a written scroll. I’ll read the writing. 
All that glisters is not gold; 6j 

Often have you heard that told: 

Many a man hit life hath told 

But my outside to behold: 61 

Gilded tombs do worms infold. 

Had you been aa wise aa bold. 

Young in limbs, in judgment old. 

Your answer had not been inacroli'd: 72 

Fare you well; your suit is cold. 

Cold, indeed: and labour lost: 

Then, farewell, heat, and welcome, frost 1 
Portia, adieu. I have too griev’d a heart 76 
To take a tedious leave: thus losers part 

[Exit with his Train. Flourish of Comets, 
for. A gentle riddance. Draw the curtate*: 
go. 

Let all of his complexion choose me so. 

[Exeunt. 


Scene VUI. — Venice. A Street. 

Enter salarino and SALANIO. 

Solar. Why, man, I saw Bassanio under sail: 
With 1 dm Is Gratiano gone along; 

And in their ship I'm sure Lorenzo is not 
Solan. The villain lew with outcries rais’d 
tiie duke, 4 

Who went with him to search Bassanio's Ship. 
Solar. He came too late, the ship «a* under 
sail: 

But there the duke was given to understand 
That in a gondola were seen together t 

Lorenzo and Ids amorous Jessica. 

Besides, Antonio certified the duke 
They were not with Bassanio in his ship. 
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Satan. I never heard a passion so confus'd, 12 
So strange, outrageous, and so variable, 

As the dog Jew did utter in the streets: 

‘My daughter! O my ducats! O my daughter! 
Fled with a Christian! O my Christian ducats! 
Justice! the law! my ducats, and my daughter! 
A sealed bag, two sealed bags of ducats, 

Of double ducats, stol’n from me by my daugh¬ 
ter! 

And jewels 1 two stones, two rich and precious 
stones, 20 

Stol'n by my daughter! Justice! find the girl! 
She hath the stones upon her, and the ducats.’ 
Salar. Why, all the boys in Venice follow 
him. 

Crying, his stones, his daughter, and his ducats. 
Satan. Let good Antonia look he keep his 
day, 25 

Or he shall pay for this. 

Salar. Many, well remember'd. 

I reason'd with a Frenchman yesterday. 

Who told me,—in the narrow seas that part 28 
The French and English,—there miscarried 
A vessel of our country richly fraught. 

I thought upon Antonio when he told me. 
And wish’d in silence that it were not his. 32 
Satan. You were best to tell Antonio what 
you hear; 

Yet do not suddenly, for it may grieve him. 
Salar. A kinder gentleman treads not the 
earth. 

I saw Bassanio and Antonio part: 3« 

Bassanio told him he would make some speed 
Of his return: he answer’d ‘Do not so; 
Slubber not business for mv sake, Bassanio, 
But stay the very riping of the time; 40 
And for the Jew’s bond which he hath of me, 
Let it not enter in your mind of love: 

Be merry, and employ your chiefesl thoughts 
To courtship and such fair ostents of love 44 
As shall conveniently become you there:’ 

And even there, his eye being big with tears. 
Turning his face, he put his hand behind him. 
And with affection wondrous sensible 48 
He wrung Bassanio’s hand; and so they parted. 
Satan. I think he only loves the world tor 
him. 

I pray thee, let us go and find him out. 

And quicken his embraced heaviness 32 
With some delight or other. 

Salar. Do we so. 

I Exeunt. 


Scene IX. — Belmont. A Room in Portia’s 
House. 

Enter nejussa, with a Servitor. 

Ner. Quick, quick, I pray thee; draw the 
curtain straight: 

The Prince of Arragon hath ta’en his oath. 
And cornea to his election presently. 

Flourish of Comets. Enter the prince op 
arragon, porixa, and their Trains. 

For. Behold, there stand the caskets, noble 
prince: 4 


If you choose that wherein I am contain'd, 
Straight shall our nuptial rites be solemniz’d: 
But if you fail, without more speech, my lord. 
You must be gone from hence immediately. 8 
Ar. I am enjoin'd by oath to observe three 
things: 

First, never to unfold to any one 
Which casket *twas I chose; next, if I fail 
Of the right casket, never in my life 12 

To woo a maid in way of marriage; 

Lastly, 

If I do fail in fortune of my choice. 
Immediately to leave you and be gone. 16 
For. To these injunctions every one doth 
swear 

That comes to hazard for my worthless self. 
Ar. And so have I address’d me. Fortune 
now 

To my heart’s hope I Gold, silver, and base 
lead. 20 

Who chooseth me must give and hazard all he 
hath: 

You shall look fairer, ere I give or hazard. 
What says the golden chest? ha! let me see: 
Who chooseth me shall gain what many men 
desire. 24 

What many men desire! that ’many’ may be 
meant 

By the fool multitude, that choose by show, 
Not learning more than the fond eye doth teach; 
Which pries not to the interior, but, like the 
martlet, 28 

Builds in the weather on the outward wall, 
Even in the force and road of casualty. 

I will not choose what many men desire. 
Because I will not jump with common spirits 32 
And rank me with the barbarous multitude. 
Why, then to thee, thou silver treasure-house; 
Tell me once more what title thou dost bear: 
Who chooseth me shall get as much as he de¬ 
serves. 36 

And well said too; for who shall go about 
To cozen fortune and be honourable 
Without the stamp of merit? Let none pre¬ 
sume 

To wear an undeserved dignity. 40 

O! that estates, degrees, and Offices 
Were not deriv’d corruptly, and that clear 
honour 

Were purchas’d by the merit of the wearer. 
How many then should cover that stand bare; 
How many be commanded that command; 45 
How much low peasantry would then be glean’d 
From the true seed of honour; and how much 
honour 

Pick’d from the chaff and ruin of the times 48 
To be new varnish'd! Well, but to my choice: 
Who chooseth me shall get as much as he de¬ 
serves. 

I will assume desert Give me a key for this. 
And instantly unlock my fortunes here. 32 
IHe opens the silver casket. 

For. Too long a pause for that which you 
find there. 

Ar. What’s hem! the portrait of a blinking 
idiot ■ 
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Presenting me a schedule! I will read it. 

How much unlike art thou to Portia! 56 
How much unlike my hopes and my deservings! 
Who chooseth me shall have as much as he de¬ 
serves. 

Did I deserve no more than a fool’s head? 

Is that my prize ? are my deserts no better ? 60 
for. To offend, and judge, are distinct offices, 
And of opposed natures. 

Ar. What is here? 

The fire seven times tried this: 

Seven times tried that judgment is 64 

That did never choose amiss. 

Some there be that shadows kiss; 

Such have but a shadow’s bliss: 

There be fools alive, I wis, 68 

Silver’d o’er; and so was this. 

Take what wife you will to bed, 

I will ever be your head: 

So be gone, sir; you arc sped. 72 

Still mom fool I shall appear 
By the time I linger here: 

With one fool's head I came to woo. 

But I go away with two. 76 

Sweet, adieu. I'll keep my oath. 

Patiently to bear my wroth. 

[Exit AJUtAGON with his Train. 
For. Thus hath the candle sing’d the moth. 
O, these deliberate fools! when they do choose, 
They have the wisdom by their wit to lose. 81 
tier. The ancient saying is no heresy: 
‘Hanging and wiving goes by destiny/ 
for. Come, draw the curtain, Nerissa. 84 

Enter a Servant. 

Ser. Where is my lady? 
for. Here; what would my lord? 

Ser. Madam, there is alighted at your gate 
A young Venetian, one that comes before 
To signify the approaching of his lord; 88 

From whom he bringeth sensible regreets, 

To wit,—besides commends and courteous 
breath,— 

Gifts of rich value. Yet I have not seen 
So likely an embassador of love. 92 

A day In April never came bo sweet. 

To show how costly summer was at hand. 

As this fore-sputrer comes before his lord. 

Par. No more, I pray thee: I am half afeard 
Thou wilt say anon he is some kin to thee, 97 
Thou spend'st such high-day wit in praising 
him. 

Come, come, Nerissa; for I long to see 
Quick Cupid's post that comes so mannerly, too 
Ner. Bassamo, lord Love, if thy will it be! 

IExeunt. 


ACT in 

Scene I.— Venice. A Street. 

Enter salanio and salarino. 

■ Satan. Now, what news on the Rialto? 
Salar. Why, yet it lives there unchecked that 
Antonio ham a ship of rich lading wracked on 
the narrow seas; the Goodwins. I think they call 


the place; a very dangerous flat, and fatal, where 
the carcasses of many a tall ship lie buried, as 
they say, if my gossip Report be an honest 
woman of her word, 3 

Salon. I would she were as lying a gossip in 
that as ever knapped ginger, or made her neigh¬ 
bours believe she wept for the death of a third 
husband. But it is true,—without any slips of 
prolixity or crossing the plain highway of talk, 
—that the good Antonio, the honest Antonio,— 
O, that I had a title good enough to keep his 
nameconroanyl— 16 

Salar. Come, the full stop. 

Satan. Hal what sayst thou? Why, the end 
is, he hath lost a ship. 

Salar. I would it might prove the end of his 
losses. 21 

Satan. Let me say 'amen' betimes, lest the 
devil cross my prayer, for here he comes in the 
likeness of a Jew. 24 

Enter shylock. 

How now, Shylock 1 what news among the 
merchants? 

Shy. You knew, none so well, none so well as 
you, of my daughter's flight. 28 

Salar. That’s certain: I, for my part, knew 
the tailor that made the wings she new withal. 

Salon. And Shylock, for ms own part, knew 
the bird was fledged; and then it is the com¬ 
plexion of them all to leave the dam. 33 
Shy. She is damned for it, 

Salar. That's certain, if the devil may be her 
judge. >6 

Shy. My own flesh and blood to rebel! 
Salar.. Out UDon it. old carrion! rebels it at 
ithese years? 

Shy. I say my daughter is my flesh and 
blood. 4* 

Salar. There is more difference between thy 
flesh and hers than between jet and ivory; more 
between your bloods than there is between red 
wine and Rhenish. But tell us, do you hear 
whether Antonio have had any loss at sea 
or no? 47 

Shy. There I have another bad match: a 
bankrupt, a prodigal, who dare scarce show his 
head on the Rialto; a beggar, that used to come 
so smug upon the mart; let him look to his bond: 
he was wont to call me usurer; let him look to 
his bond: he was wont to lend money for a 
Christian courtesy; let him look to his bond. 34 
Salar. Why, I am sure, if he forfeit thou 
wilt not take his flesh: what’s that good for? 

Shy. To bait fish withal: if it will feed nothing 
else, it will feed my revenge. He hath disgraced 
me, and hindered me half a million, laughed at 
my losses, mocked at my gains, scorned my 
nation, thwartedmy bargams.cooledmy friends, 
heated mine enemies; and what’s his reason? 1 
am a Jew. Hath not a Jew eyes? hath not a 
Jew hands, organs, dimensions, senses, affec¬ 
tions, passions? fed with the same food, hurt 
with the same weapons, subject to the same dis¬ 
eases, healed by the same means, warmed and 
cooled by the same winter and summer, as a 
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Christian b? If you prick us, do we not bleed? 
if you tickle us, do we not laugh? if you poison 
us, dc we not die; and if you wrong us, shall we 
not revenge ? If we are like you in the rest, we 
will resemble you in that. If a lew wrong a 
Christian, what is his humility? Revenge. Ifa 
Christian wrong a Jew, what should his sufferance 
be by Christian example? Why, revenge. The 
viOariy you teach me 1 will execute, and it shall 
go hard but I will better the instruction. 78 


[act m 

when I was a bachelor: I would not have given 
it for a wilderness of monkeys. 

Tub. But Antonio is certainly undone. 13s 
Shy. Nay, that's true, that's very true. Go 
Tubal, fee me an officer; bespeak him a fortnight 
before. I will have the heart of him, if be for¬ 
feit ; for, were he out of Venice, I can make what 
merchandise I will. Go, go, Tubal, and meet me 
at our synagogue; go, good Tubal; at our syna¬ 
gogue, Tubal. [Exeunt. 
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Enter a Servant 

Sen. Gentlemen, my master Antonio is at his 
house, and desires to speak with you both. 

Solar. We have been up and down to seek 
Mm 


Enter TUBAL. 

Solan. Here comes another of the tribe: a 
third cannot be matched, unless the devil him¬ 
self turn Jew. 85 

[Exeunt salanio, salabino and Servant 
Shy. How now. Tubal! what news from Ge¬ 
noa? Hast thou found my daughter? 

Tub. I often came where I did hear of her, 
but cannot find her. 89 

Shy. Why there, there, there I a diamond 
gone, cost me two thousand ducats in Frankfort 1 
The curse never fell upon our nation till now; I 
never felt it till now: two thousand ducats in 
Out: and cither precious, precious Jewels. I 
would my daughter were dead at my foot, and 
the Jewels in her ear! would she were hearsed at 
my foot, and the ducats in her coffin! No news 
of them? Why^so: and I know not what’s spent 
in the search: Why thou—loss upon loss! the 
thief gone with so much, and so much to find the 
thief; and no satisfaction, no revenge: nor no ill 
hick stirring but what lights on my shoulders: 
no sighs but of my breathing; no team but of 
my shedding. 104 

Tub. Yes, other men have in luck too. An¬ 
tonio, as I heard in Genoa,— 

Shy. What what, what? 01 luck, 01 luck? 
Tub. —hath an argosy cast away, coming 
Bom Trtpolis. 109 

Shy. IthankGodl I thank God! Is it true? 
bit true? 

Tub. I spoke with some of die sailors Oat 
escaped the wrack. 113 

Sky. I thank thee, good Tubal. Good news, 
good news! ha, ha I Where? in Genoa? 

Tub. Your d nngh t nr spent in Genoa, as I 
heard, one night, fourscore ducats. m 

Shy. Thou stick’st a dagger in me: I shall 
neves see my gold again: fourscore ducats at a 
sttttnal fourscore ducats 1 no 

Tub. Then r-me divers of Antonio’scnxHton 
in my company to Venice, that swear he cannot 
choo s e but break. 

Shy. I am vent glad of it: Hi plague Mm; 
rntortsre him: I am glad of ft. raj 

_ Tub. One of them showed me a ring that he 
had of your daughter fore monkey. 

Sty. Oat upon her! Thou torturest me, 
Ttbal: ft was my tarqoobe; I had it of Leah 


SCENE II.— Belmont. A Boom In PORTIA’S 
Bouse. 

Enter BASSANIO, PORTIA, ORATtANO, NERISSA, 
and Attendants. 

Par. I pray you, tarry: pause a day or two 
Before you hazard; for, in choosing wrong. 

I lose your company: therefore, forbear awhile. 
There's something tells me, but it is not love, 

I would not lose you; and you know yourself, 3 
Hate counsels not in such a quality. 

But lest you should not understand me well,— 
And yet a maiden hath no tongue but thought,— 

I would detain you here some month or two 9 
Before you venture for me. I could teach you 
How to choose right, but then I am forsworn; 
So will I never be: so may you miss me; is 
But if you do, you’ll make me wish a sin. 

That I had been forsworn. Beshrew your eyes. 
They have o'erlook’d me and divided me: 

One half of me is jours, the other half yours, it 
Mine own. I would say; but if mine, then yours. 
And so all yours. Of these naughty times 
Put ban between the owners and their rights; 
And so, though yours, not yours. Prove it so, w 
Let fortune go to hell for it, not L 
I speak too long; but *tb to peise the time. 

To eke it and to draw it out In length. 

To stay you Bom election. 

Bass. Let me cbooae; 24 

For at I am, I live upon die rack. 

Por. Upon thgTaoc, Bassanio 1 then confess 
What treason there b mingled with your love. 

Bass. None but that ugly treason of mistrust. 
Which makes me fear th enjoying of my love: 
There may as well be amity and mb 30 
’Tween snow and fire, as treason and my love. 

Por. Ay, but I fear you speak upon the rack. 
Where men enforced do apeak anything. 33 
Bass. Promise me life, and I’ll confess the 
truth. 

Por. Well then, confess, and live. 

Bass. ‘Confett’ and ‘love’ 

Had been the very sum of my confession: 3* 
O happy torment, when my torturer 
Doth teach me answers for deliverance! 

But let me to my fortune and the caskets. 

Por. Away then! I am lock'd in one of them: 
If you do love me, you will find me out 41 
Ncrises and the rest stand aS aloof. 

Let music sound while be doth make his choice; 
Then, if he lose, he makes a swan-like end, 44 - 
Fading in music: that tbs c ompari s o n 
Mar stand more props; my cy* shell be th* 
streets 
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And watery death-bed for him. He may win; 
And what is music then? then music is 4* 
Even as the flourish when true subjects bow 
To a new-crowned monarch: such it is 
As are those dulcet sounds in break of day 
That creep into the dreaming bridegroom’s ear, 
And summon him to marriage. Now he goes, S 3 
With no less presence, but with much more love. 
Than young Alcides, when he did redeem 
The virgin tribute paid by howling Troy 56 
To the sea-monster: X stand for sacrifice; 

The rest aloof are the Dardanian wives, 

With bleared visages, come forth to view 
The issue of the exploit. Co, Hercules 1 60 

Live thou, I live: with much, much more dismay 
1 view the fight than thou that mak’st the fray. 
IA Song, whilst bassanio comments on 
the caskets to himself. 

Tell me where it fancy bred. 

Or in the heart or in the head? 64 

How begot, how nourished? 

Reply, reply. 

It is engender’d in the eyes. 

With gazing fed; and fancy dies 68 

In the cradle where it lies. 

Let us all ring fancy’s knell: 

I'U begin it,—Ding, dong, beU. 

AO. Ding, dong, bell. 72 

Bass. So may the outward shows be least 
themselves: 

The world is still deceiv'd with ornament. 

In law, what plea so tainted and corrupt 
But, being season’d with a gracious voice. 
Obscures the show of evil? In religion, 

What damned error, but some sober brow 
Will bless it and approve it with a text. 

Hiding the grossness with fair ornament? 
There is no vice so simple but assumes 
Some marie of virtue on his outward parts. 
How many cowards, whose hearts are all as false 
As stairs of sand, wear yet upon their chins 84 
The beards of Hercules and frowning Mars, 
Who, inward search'd, have livers white as milk; 
And these assume but valour’s excrement 
To render them redoubled! I.ook on beauty, 88 
And you shall see 'tis purchas’d by the weight; 
Which therein works a miracle in nature. 
Making them lightest that wear most of it: 

So are those crisped snaky golden locks 
Which make such wanton gambols with the 
wind. 

Upon supposed fairness, often known 
To be the dowry of a second head. 

The skull that bred them, in the sepulchre. *S 
Thus ornament is but the gulled shore 


76 


80 


Thy plainness moves me more than eloquence. 
And here choose I: joy be the consequence 1 
for. [Aside.] How all rite other passions Beet 
to air, 108 

As doubtful thoughts, and rash-embrac’d de¬ 
spair. 

And shuddering fear, and green-ey’d jealousy. 
O lovel be moderate; allay thy ecstasy; 

In measure rain thy joy; scant this excess; its 
I feel too much thy blessing; make it less. 

For fear I surfeit! 

Bass. What find I here? 

i Opening the leaden casket. 
Fair Portia’s counterfeit! What deml-god 
Hath come so near creation? Move these eyes? 
Or whether, riding on the balls of mine, 117 
Seem they in motion? Here are sever’d lips. 
Parted with sugar breath; so sweet a bar 
Should sunder such sweet friends. Here, in her 
hairs 120 

The painter plays the spider, and hath woven 
A golden mesh to entrap the hearts of men 
Faster than gnats in cobwebs: but her eyes!— 
How could he see to do them ? having made one, 
Methinks it should have power to steal both hit 
And leave itself unfurnish'd: yet look, how far 
The substance of my praise doth wrong rids 
shadow 

In underprizing it, so far this shadow 128 
Doth limp behind the substance. Here’s the 
scroll. 

The continent and summary of my fortune. 


You that choose not by the view. 

Chance as fair and choose as true! Z33 
Since this fortune falls to you, 

Be content end seek no new. 

If you be well pleas'd with this 
And hold your fortune for your bliss, 13S 
Turn you where your lady ta 
And claim her with a loving Ida: 

A gentle scroll. Fair lady, by your leave; 

[Kissing her. 

I come by note, to give and to receive. 140 
Like one of two contending in a prize. 

That thinks he hath done well in people’s eyes. 
Hearing applause and universal shout, 

Giddv in spirit, still gazing in a doubt 144 
Whether those peals of praise be his or no; 
So, thrice-fair lady, stand I, even so. 

As doubtful whether what I see be trues 
Until confirm’d, sign'd, ratified by you. 148 
for. You see me. Lord Bassanio, where I 


stand. 

Such as I am: though for myself alone 
. ..us ununcm « out u» r .uu C u I would not be ambiti ou s in my with. 

To a most dangerous sea; the beauteous scarf To wish myself much ,s * 

Veiling an Indian beauty; in a word, I would be trebled twenty timea myself: 

The seeming truth which cunning times put on A thousand tunes more fair, ten thousand rime* 

To entrap the wisest Therefore, thou gaudy More nch; 

gold, 105 That only to standhighin your account, 156 


Hsrd food for Midas, I will none of thee; 
Nor none of thee, thou pale and common drudge 

Tween man and man: but thou, thou meagre 

lead, 104 

Which rather tbreat’nest than dost promise 


1 might in virtues, beauties, livings, friends. 
Exceed account: but the full sum of me 
Is sum of nothing: which, to term in gross. 

Is an unlesson’d girl, unschool’d, unpr&sds'd; 
Happy in this, she is not yet so old *•* 

But she may learn; happier than rids. 
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She h not bred so dud but she can learn; 
Happiest of all is that her gentle spirit 164 

Commits itself to yours to be directed, 

As from her lord, her governor, her long. 
Myself and what is mine to you and yours 
Is now converted: but now I was the lord 168 
Of this fair mansion, master of my servants. 
Queen o'er myself; and even now, but now, 
This house, these servants, and this same my¬ 
self 171 

Are yours, my lord. I give them with this ring; 
Which when you part from, lose, or give away. 
Let it presage the ruin of your love. 

And be my vantage to exclaim on you. 

Bata. Madam, you have bereft me of all 
words, 176 

Only my blood, speaks to you in my veins; 
Ana there is such confusion in my powers, 
As, after some oration fairly spoke 
By a beloved prince, there doth appear 180 
Among the buzzing pleased multitude; 

Where every something, being blent together, 
Toms to a wild of nothing, save of joy. 
Express’d and not express’d. But when this ring 
Farts from this finger, then parts life from 
hence: > 8 ; 

O! then be bold to say Bassanlo’s dead. 

Ner. My lord and lady, it is now our time, 
That have stood by and seen our wishes prosper. 
To cry, good joy. Good joy, my lord and lady! 

Gra. My Lord Bassanio and my gentle lady, 
I wish you all the joy that you can wish; 

For I am sure you can wish none from me: 19s 
And when your honours mean to solemnize 
The bargain of your faith, I do beseech you. 
Even at that time I may he married too. 

Bass. With all my heart, so thou canst get a 
wife. 196 

Gra. I thank your lordship, you have got me 
one. 

My eyes, my lord, can look os swift as yours: 
Yon saw the mistress, I beheld the maid; 

You lov’d, I lov’d for intermission. 200 
No more pertains to me, my lord, than you. 
Your fortune stood upon the caskets there, 
And so did mine too, as the matter falls; 

For wooing here until I sweat again, 204 

And swearing till my very roof was dry 
With oaths of love, at last, if promise last, 

I got a promise of this fair one here 207 
To have her love, provided that your fortune 
Achiev’d her mistress. 

For. It this true, Nerissa? 

Ner. Madam,itis,soyoustandpleas’dwithal. 
Bass. And do you, Gratiano, mean good 
faith? 

Gra. Ye*, fttith, my lord. 222 

Bass. Our feast shall be much honour’d in 
your marriage. 

Gra. We’ll play with them the first boy for a 
thousand ducats. 

Ner. What! and stake down? 216 

Gra. No: we shall ne’er win at that sport, 
and stake down. 

But who come* here? Lorenzo and his infidel? 
Whatland my old Venetian friend, Salanio? 220 


Enter LOKZNZO, Jessica, and 9ALAKIO. 
Bass. Lorenzo, and Salanio, welcome hither, 
If that the youth of my new interest here 
Have power to bid you welcome. By your leave, 
I bid my very friends and countrymen, 224 
Sweet Portia, welcome. 

Por. So do I, my lord: 

They are entirely welcome. 

Lor. I thank your honour. For my part, my 
lord. 

My purpose was not to have seen you here; 228 
But meeting with Salanio by the way, 

He did entreat me, past all saying nay, 

To come with him along. 

Salan. 1 did, my lord, 

And I have reason for it. Signior Antonio 232 
Commends him to you. [Giver bassanio a letter. 

Bass. Ere 1 ope his letter, 

I pray you, tell me how my good friend doth. 

Salan. Not sick, my lord, unless it be in mind; 
Nor well, unless in mind: his letter there 236 
Will show you his estate. 

Gra. Nerissa, cheer yon stranger; bid her 
welcome. 

Your hand, Salanio. What’s the news from 
Venice? 

How doth that royal merchant, good Antonio? 
I know he will be glad of our success; 241 
We are the Jasons, we have won the fleece. 
Salan. I would you had won the fleece that 
he hath lost. 

Por. There are some shrewd contents in yon 
same paper, 244 

That steal the colour from Bassanio’s cheek: 
Some dear friend dead, else nothing in the world 
Could turn so much the constitution 
Of any constant man. What, worse and worse! 
With leave, Bassanio; I am half yourself, 249 
And I must freely have the half of anything 
That this same paper brings you. 

Bass. O sweet Portia! 

Here are a few of the unpleasant’st words 252 
That ever blotted paper. Gentle lady. 

When I did first impart my love to you, 

I freely told you all the wealth I had 
Ran in my veins, I was a gentleman: 256 

And then I told you true; and yet, dear lady, 
Rating myself at nothing, you shall see 
How much I was a braggart When I told you 
My state was nothing, I should then have told 
you 260 

That I was worse than nothing; for, indeed, 

I have engag'd myself to a dear friend. 
Engag’d my friend to his mere enemy. 

To feed my means. Here is a letter, lady; 264 
The paper as the body of my friend, 

And every word in it a gaping wound. 
Issuing life-blood. But is it true, Salanio? 
Hath all his ventures fail’d? What, not one hit? 
From Tripolis, from Mexico, and England, 269 
From Lisbon, Barbary, and India? 

And not one vessel 'scape the dreadful touch 
Of merchant-mining rocks ? 

Salan. Not one, my lord. 272 

Besides, it should appear, that if be had 
The present money to discharge the Jew, 
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He would not take It. Never did I know 
A creature, that did bear the shape of man, 276 
3o keen and greedy to confound a man. 

He plies the duke at morning and at night. 
And doth impeach the freedom of the state. 

If they deny him justice: twenty merchants, 280 
The duke himself, and the magnificoes 
Of greatest port, have all persuaded with him; 
But none can drive him from the envious plea 
Of forfeiture, of justice, and his bond. 284 
Jes. When I was with him, I have heard him 
swear 

To Tubal and to Chus, his countrymen. 

That he would rather have Antonio’s flesh 
Than twenty times the value of the sum 288 
That he did owe him; and I know, my lord, 

If law, authority, and power deny not, 

It will go hard with poor Antonio. 

Por. Is it your dear friend that is thus in 
trouble? 292 

Bass. The dearest friend to me, the kindest 
man, 

The best-condition’d and unwearied spirit 
In doing courtesies, and one in whom 
The ancient Roman honour more appears 296 
Than any that draws breath in Italy. 

Por. What sum owes he the Jew? 

Bass. For me, three thousand ducats. 

Por. What, no more? 

Pay him six thousand, and deface the bond; 300 
Double six thousand, and then treble that. 
Before a friend of this description 
Shall lose a hair thorough Bassanio's feult. 
First go with me to church and call me wife, 304 
And then away to Venice to your friend; 

For never shall you lie by Portia’s side 
With an unquiet soul. You shall have gold 
To pay the petty debt twenty times over: 308 
When it is paid, bring your true friend along. 
My maid Nerissa and myself meantime. 

Will live as maids and widows. Come, awayl 
For you shall hence upon your wedding-day. 312 
Bid your friends welcome, show a merry cheer; 
Since you are dear bought, I will love you dear. 
But let me hear the letter of your friend. 315 
Bass. Sweet Bassanio, my ships have all mis¬ 
carried. my creditors grow cruel, my estate is very 
low, my bond to the Jew is forfeit; and since, in 
paying it, it is impossible I should live, all debts 
are cleared between you and I, if I might but see 
yptl at my death. Notwithstanding, use your 
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Gaoler, look to him. 

Tin Hear *? So°d Shylock. 
Sky. I’ll have my bond; speak not against 
my bond; 4 

I have sworn an oath that I wilt have my bond. 
Thou call’dst me dog before thou hadst a cause. 
But, since I am a dog, beware my fangs: 

The duke shall grant me justice. I do wonder. 
Thou naughty gaoler, that thou art so fond 9 
To come abroad with him at his request, 

Ant. I pray thee, hear me speak. 

Shy. I’ll have my bond; I will not hear thee 
speak: M 

I’ll have my bond, and therefore speak no mom. 
I li not be made a soft and dull-eyed fool. 

To shake the head, relent, and sigh, and yield 

To Christian intercessors. Follow not; t« 

I’ll have no speaking; I will have my bond, 

Salar. It is the most impenetrable cui ^ 

That ever kept with men. 

., Let him alone: 

111 follow him no more with bootless prayers. 
He seeks my life; his reason well I know. 2: 
I oft deliver’d from his forfeitures 
Many that have at times made moan to me; 
Therefore he hates me. 

Salar. I am sure the duke 24 

Will never grant this forfeiture to hold. 

Ant. The duke cannot deny the course of law: 
For the commodity that strangers have 
With us in Venice, if it be denied, 28 

’Twill much impeach the justice of the state; 
Since that the trade and profit of the city 
Consisteth of all nations. Therefore, go: 
These griefs and losses have so bated me, 32 
That I shall hardly spare a pound of flesh 
To-morrow to my bloody creditor. 

Well, gaoler, on. Pray God, Bassanio come 
To see me pay his debt, and then I care not 1 36 

[Exeunt. 


Scene IV.— Belmont. A Room in Portia's 
House, 

Enter portia, nerissa, lorenzo, Jessica 

and BALTHAZAR. 

Lor. Madam, although I speak It in your 
presence. 

You have a noble and a true conceit 


pleasure: if your love do not persuade you to come, a a °. e a Wie conceit 

let not my letter. Of god-like amity : which appears most strongly 

'one? l0VC> diSPStCh aU busiDeM ’ 8nd £ 

Bass. Since I have your good leave to go away, ^ a 8®ntleman you rend relief, 

I will make haste; but, till I come again, ?£ w dear a ‘ ove , r ° f w io ^ d your husband, 

No bed shall e’er be Eulltv of mv stav. ^ I know you would be prouder of the work 8 


t bed shall e’er be guilty of my stay, 

Nor rest be interposer ’twixt us twain. 

[Exeunt. 


Than customary bounty can enforce you. 

Por. I never did repent for doing good. 
Nor shall not now: for in companions 
That do converse and waste the time together, 


Scene HI. — Venice. A Street. _ , , c — -7 —-— -- 

SHYLOCK, salabino, Antonio, and Gaoler. ^Sst'^n^ riStJAon ’ 13 


Shy. Gaoler, look to him 
mercy; 

Hus is the fool that lent out money gratis: 


tell not me of Of lineaments, of manners, and of spirit; 

Which makes me think that this Antonio, 
Being the bosom lover of my lord. 


x6 
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Most needa be like my lord. If It be SO, 

How little is the cost I have bestow’d 
In purchasing the semblance of my soul so 
From out the state of hellish cruelty 1 
This comes too near the praising of myself; 
Therefore, no more of it: hear other things. 
Lorenzo, 1 commit into your hands as 

The husbandry and manage of my house 
Until my lord’s return: for mine own part, 

I have toward heaven breath'd a secret vow 


To live in prayer and contemplation, as 
Only attended by Nerissa here. 

Until her husband and my lord's return. 
There is a monastery two miles off. 

And there will we abide. I do desire you 3* 
Not to deny this imposition. 

The which my love and some necessity 
Now lays upon you. 

Lor. Madam, with all my heart: 

I shall obey you in all fair commands. 36 
Par. My people do already know my mind. 
And will acknowledge you and Jessica 
In place of Lord Bassanio and myself. 

So fare you well till we shall meet again. 40 
Lor. Fair thoughts and happy hours attend 
on you! 

Jet. I wish your ladyship all heart's content. 
Por. I thank you for your wish, and am well 
pleas’d 

To wish it back on you: fare you well, Jessica. 

{Exeunt Jessica and lorenzo. 
Now, Balthazar, 45 

As I have ever found thee honest-true. 

So let me find thee still. Take this same letter. 
And use thou all the endeavour of a man 48 
In speed to Padua: see thou render this 
Into my cousin’s hand. Doctor BeDario; 

And, look, what notes and garments he doth 
five thee. 

Bring them, I pray thee, with imagin'd speed sa 
Unto the traject, to the common ferry 
Which trades to Venice. Waste no time in words. 
But get thee gone: I shall be there before thee. 
Balth. Madam, I go with all convenient s^ecd. 

Por. Come on, Nerissa: I have work in hand 
That youyet know not of: we’ll see our husbands 
Before they think of us. 

Net. Shall they see us? 

Por. They shsll, Nerissa; but in such a habit 
That they shall think we are accomplished «r 
With that we lack. I’ll hold thee any wager. 
When we are both accoutred like young men, 
Til prove the prettier fellow of the two, 64 

Ana wear my dagger with the braver grace. 
And speak between the change of man and boy 
With a reed voice, and turn two mincing steps 
Tnto a manly stride, and speak of frays 68 
Like a fine bragging youth, and tell quaint lies, 
How honourable ladies sought my love. 
Which I denying, they fell sick and died: 

I could not do withal; then I’ll repent, 7 * 

A ~.A _i-t. A...1UK.4 
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A thousand raw tricks of these bragging Jacks, 
Which I will practise. 

to Ner. Why, shall we turn to men? 

Por. Fie, what a question’s that. 

If thou wert near a lewd interpreter! to 

But come: I’ll tell thee all my whole device 
When I am in my coach, which stays for us 
At the park gate; and therefore haste away. 
For we must measure twenty miles to-day. S4 

[ Exeunt. 


Scene V.— The Same. A Garden. 

Enter launcelot and Jessica. 

Loan. Yes, truly; for, look you, the sins of 
the father are to be laid upon the children; there¬ 
fore, I promise you, I fear you. I was always 
plain with you, and so now I speak my agitation 
of the matter: therefore be of good cheer; for, 
truly, I think you are damned. There is but one 
hope in it that can do you any good, and that is 
but a kind of bastard hope neither. 8 

Jet. And what hope is that, I pray thee? 
Laun. Marry, you may partly hope that your 
father got you not, that you are not the Jew’s 
daughter. «a 

Jet. That were a kind of bastard hope, in¬ 
deed : so the sins of my mother should be visited 
upon me. . ,. , 

Laun. Truly then I fear you are damned both 
by father and mother: thus when I shun Scylla, 
your father, I fall into Charybdis, your mother: 
well, you are gone both ways. ... 

Jet. X shall be saved by my husband; he bath 
made me a Christian. » 

Laun. Truly the more to blame be: we were 
Christians enow before; e’en as many as could 
well live one by another. This making of Chris¬ 
tians will raise the price of hogs: If we grow all 
to be pork-eaters, we shall not shortly have a 
rasher on the coals for money. 37 

Jet. ITlteIlmyhusband,Launcelot,whatyou 
say: here be comes. 

Enter lorenzo. 

Lor. I shall grow jealous of you shortly, 
launcelot, if you thus get my wife into cor¬ 
ners. 33 

Jet. Nay, you need not fear us, Lorenzo: 
Launcelot and I are out. He tells me flatly, 
there is no mercy for me in heaven, because I 
am a Jew’s daughter: and he says you are no 
good member of the commonwealth, for, in con¬ 
vening Jews to Christians, you raise the price of 
pork. 39 

Lor. I shall answer that better to the com¬ 
monwealth than you can the getting up of the 
negro’s belly: the Moor is with chud by you, 
Launcelot 43 

Laun. It is much that the Moor should be 
more than reason; but if she be less than an 

honest woman, she it indeed more than I took 
’ ' 47 


And wish, for all that, that l had not kill’d them; her for. 

And twenty of these puny lie* I’D tell. Lor. How every fool can play upon the word I 

That men shall swear I have discontinu’d school I think the best grace of wit win shortly turn 
Above a twelvemonth. T have within my mind into silence, and discourse grow commendable 
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That is done, dr; they have all Your Grace hath ta’en great pains to qualify 

n>Tri™n„ t His rigorous course; but since he stands c! 

Lor. Uoodly Lord, what a wit-snapper are durate, t 

^ri^TW f^^Sf e <UnD f - . , s6 And that no lawful means can cany me 

* to done *°°* “ r: on &* cover “ Out of his envy's reach, I do oppose 
Will van mw My patience to his fury, and am arm’d 

f* 2 >v ^f’ 5 r en * •?“* _ 59 To suffer with a Quietness of spirit » 

’J *"* duty ; The very tyranny and rage of his. 

s&^ss^^c&asns “is'-*-**•*«=».-», 

them cover the table, serve in the meat, we 

will come in to dinner. 66 Enter shylock. 

5haU •» served in; Duke. Make room, and let him staid before 

for the meat, sir, it shall be covered; for your our face. ^ 

mmino in H nnae mi- n ,k.. Ua la I__ _ m ““*,«»*** . . _ . IO 


suited I 

The fool hath planted in his memory 7» 
An army of good words: and 1 do know 
A many fools, that stand in better place. 
Garnish'd like him, that for a tricksy word 
tv*, the matter. How cheer'st thou, Jessica? 


-- —- aaaaraa uo lUUU|m 

Thou It show thy mercy and remorse more 
strange so 

Than is thy strange-apparent cruelty; 

And where thou now exact’st the penalty,— 
Which is a pound of this poor merchant's 
_ flesh,— 

Tk^.._it. _—a_«_l_a*. M a. 


“* v *»vw kuvu n uiiiu, jcauui; EtcSu,— 

imw, good sweet, say thy opinion; 77 Thou wilt not only loose the forfHtnre, 



match, 

And on die wager lay two earthly women. 
And Portia one, there must be something else 
Pawn'd with the other, tor the poor rude world 
Hath not her fellow. 

Even such a husband 89 
Hast thou of me as she is for a wife. 

Jes- Nay, but ask my opinion too of that 
Lor. I will anon; first, let us go to dinner. 93 
Jes. Nay, let me praise you while I have a 
stomach. 

jtor. No, pray diee, let it serve tor table-talk; 
Then howsoe’er thou speak’st, *mong other 


Jes. Well, PU set you forth. lExeunt. 
ACT IV 

SdNl I.— Venice. A Court of Justice. 
Enter the nun: the Magnificoes; ANTONIO, 
BASSANIO, CULATIANO, SALAWNO, SALANIO, 

and Others. 

Duke. What is Antonio here? 

Ant. Ready, so please your Grace. 

Duke. I am sorry for thee: thou art come to 
aaewer 

A atony adversary, an inhuman wretch 4 
UncapaNe of pity, void and empty 


To offices of tender courtesy. 33 

We ail expect a gentle answer, Jew. 

Shy. I have possess’d your Grace of what I 
purpose; 

And by our holy Sabbath have I sworn 36 
To have the due and forfeit of my bond: 

If you deny it let the danger light 
Upon your charter and your city’s freedom. 
You’ll ask me, why I rather choose to have 40 
A weight of carrion flesh than to receive 
Three thousand ducats: I’ll not answer that; 
But say it is my humour: is it answer’d? 
What if my house be troubled with a rat, 44 
And I be pleas’d to give ten thousand ducats 
To have Itban’d? What are you answer'd yet? 
Some men there are love not a gaping pig; 
Some, that are mad if they behold a cat; 41 
And others, when the bagpipe sings i’ the note. 
Cannot contain their urine: for affection. 
Mistress of passion, sways it to the mood 
Of what it likes, or loathes. Now, for your 
answer: 31 

As there is no Ann reason to be tender'd. 

Why he cannot abide a gaping pig; 

Why he, a harmless necessary cat; 

Why he, a wauling bagpipe: but of force S* 
Must yield to such inevitable shame 
As to offend, himself being offended; 

So can I give no reason, nor I will not. 

More Hum a lodg’d hate and a certain loatbinf 
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I bear Antonio, that I follow thus 61 

A losing suit against him. Are you answer’d ? 

Bass. This is no answer, thou unfeeling man, 
To excuse the current of thy cruelty. 64 
Shy. I am not bound to please thee with my 
answer. 

Bass. Do all men kill the things they do not 
love? 

Shy. Hates any man the thing he would not 
kill? 

Bass. Every offence is not a hate at first. 68 
Shy. What! wouldst thou have a serpent 
sting thee twice? 

Ant. I pray you, think you question with the 
Jew: 

You may as well go stand upon the beach. 

And bid the main flood bate his usual height: 72 
You may as well use question with the wolf, 
Why he hath made the ewe bleat for the lamb; 
You may as well forbid the mountain pines 
To wag their high tops, and to make no noise 76 
When they are fretted with the gusts of heaven; 
You may as well do anything most hard. 

As seek to soften that—than which what’s 
harder?— 

His Jewish heart: therefore, I do beseech you, 
Make no more offers, use no further means, 81 
But with all brief and plain conveniency. 

Let me have judgment, and the Jew his will. 
Bass. For thy three thousand ducats here 

is six. 84 

Shy. If every ducat in six thousand ducats 
Were in six parts and every part a ducat, 

I would not draw them; I would have my bond. 
Duke. How shalt thou hope for mercy, ren¬ 
dering none? 88 

Shy. What judgment shall I dread, doing no 
wrong? 

You have among you many a purchas’d slave, 
Which, like your asses and your dogs and mules. 
You use in abject and in slavish parts, 92 

Because you bought them: shall 1 say to you. 
Let them be free, marry them to your heirs ? 
Why sweat they under burdens? let their beds 
Be made as soft as yours, and let their palates 
Be season’d with such viands? You will an¬ 
swer: 97 

'The slaves are ours:’ so do I answer you: 
The pound of flesh which 1 demand of him. 
Is dearly bought; ’tis mine and I will have it. 
If you deny me, fie upon your law! 101 

There is no force in the decrees of Venice. 

I stand for judgment: answer; shall I have it? 
Duke. Upon my power I may dismiss this 
court, 104 

Unless Bellario, a learned doctor. 

Whom I have sent for to determine this, 
Come here to-day. 

Salar. My lord, here stays without 

A messenger with letters from the doctor, 108 
New come from Padua. 

Duke. Bring us the letters: call the messenger. 
Bass. Good cheer, Antonio! What, man, 
courage yeti 

The Jew shall have my flesh, blood, bones, 
and all, 112 


Ere thou shalt lose for me one drop of blood. 

Ant. I am a tainted wether of the flock, 
Mcetest for death: the weakest kind of fruit 
Drops earliest to the ground; and so let me: 116 
You cannot better be employ’d, Bassanio, 
Than to live still, and write mine epitaph. 

Enter NERISSA, dressed tike a lawyer’s clerk. 
Duke. Came yon from Padua, from Bellario? 
Ner. From both, my lord. Bellario greets 
your Grace. [ Presents a letter. 

Bass. Why dost thou whet thy knife so 
earnestly? 121 

Shy. To cut the forfeiture from that bank¬ 
rupt there. 

Cra. Not on thy sole, but on thy soul, harsh 
Jew, 

Thou mak’st thy knife keen; but no metal can. 
No, not the hangman's axe, bear half the keen¬ 
ness 125 

Of thy sharp envy. Can no prayers pierce thee? 
Shy. No, none that thou hast wit enough to 
make. 

Gra. O, be thou damn'd, inexecrable dog! 128 
And for thy life let jusdee be accus’d. 

Thou almost mak’st me waver in my faith 
To hold opinion with Pythagoras, 

That souls of animals infuse themselves tyi 

Into the trunks of men: thy currish spirit 
Govern’d a wolf, who, hang’dfor humanslaugb- 
ter. 

Even from the gallows did his fell soul fleet. 
And whilst thou lay'st in thy unhallow’d dam, 

Infus’d itself in thee; for thy desires 137 

Are wolfish, bloody, starv’d, and ravenous. 
Shy. Till thou canst rail the seal from off my 
bond, 

Thou but offend’st thy lungs to speak so loud: 
Repair thy wit, good youth, or it will fall 141 
To cureless ruin. I stand here for law. 

Duke. This letter from Bellario doth com¬ 
mend 

A young and learned doctor to our court. 144 
Where is he? v 

Ner. He attendeth here hard by. 

To know your answer, whether you’ll admit 
him. 

Duke. With all my heart: some three or four 
of you 147 

Go give him courteous conduct to this place. 
Meantime, the court shall hear Bellario’s letter. 
Clerk. Your Grace shall understand that at the 
receipt of your letter I am very sick; but in the 
instant that your messenger came, in loving visita¬ 
tion was with me a young doctor of Rome; his 
name is Balthazar. I acquainted him with the 
cause in controversy between the Jew and Antonio 
the merchant: we turned o'er many books toge¬ 
ther: lie is furnished with my opinion; which, 
bettered with his own learning,—the greatness 
whereof I cannot enough commend,—comes with 
him. at my importunity, to fill up your Grace's 
request in my stead. I beseech you, let his lack 
of years be no impediment to tet him lack a re¬ 
verend estimation, for I never knew so young a 
body with so old a head. I leave him to your 
gracious acceptance, whose trial shall bettar pub¬ 
lish his commendation. 166 
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Duke. You hear the team'd Bellario, what 
he writes: 

And here, 1 take it, is the doctor come. 

Enter POKTIA, dressed like a doctor of laws. 
Give me your hand. Came you from old 
Bellario? 

For. I did, my lord. 

Duke. You are welcome: take your place. 
Are you acquainted with the difference 171 
That holds this present question in the court? 

For. I am informed throughly of the cause. 
Which is the merchant here, and which the 
Jew? 

Duke. Antonio and old Shylock, both stand 
forth. 

For. Is your name Shylock? 

Shy. Shylock is my name. 176 

For. Of a strange nature is the suit you 
follow; 

Yet in such rule that the Venetian law 
Cannot impugn you as you do proceed. 

ITo antonio. 1 You stand within his danger, do 
you not? 180 

Ant. Ay, so he says. 

For. Do you confess the bond? 

Ant. I do. 

For. Then must the Jew be merciful. 
Shy. On what compulsion must I? tell me 
that. 

For. The quality of mercy is not strain’d, 1S4 
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the place beneath: it is twice bless'd; 

It blesseth him that gives and him that takes: 
Tis mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes 188 
The throned monarch better than his crown; 
His sceptre shows the force of temporal power, 
The attribute to awe and majesty. 

Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings; 
But mercy is above this sceptred sway, 193 
It is enthroned in the hearts of kings. 

It is an attribute to God himself. 

And earthly power doth then show likest God’s 
When mercy seasons justice. Therefore, Jew, 
Though justice be thy plea, consider this, 198 
That in the course of justice none of us 
Should see salvation: we do pray for mercy. 
And that same prayer doth teach us all to 
render 201 

The deeds of mercy. I have spoke thus much 
To mitigate the justice of thy plea, 

Which if thou follow, this strict court of Venice 
Must needs give sentence ’gainst the merchant 
there. 205 

Shy. My deeds upon my head! I crave the 
law. 

The penalty and forfeit of my bond. 

For. Is he not able to discharge the money? 
Bass. Yes, here I tender it for him in the 
court; 2o» 

Yea, twice the sum: if that will not suffice, 

I will be bound to pay it ten times o’er. 

On forfeit of my hands, my head, my heart. 21a 
If this will not suffice, it must appear 
That malice bears down truth. And, I beseech 
you, 


Wrest once the law to your authority: 

To do a great right, do a little wrong, »6 
And curb this cruel devil of his will. 

For. It must not be. There is no power in 
Venice 

Can alter a decree established: 

’Twill be recorded for a precedent, 220 

And many an error by the same example 
Will rush into the state. It cannot be. 

Shy. A Daniel come to judgment! yea, a 
Daniel! 

O wise young judge, how Ido honour thee 1 224 
For. I pray you, let me look upon the bond. 
Shy. Here 'tis, most reverend doctor; here 
it is. 

For. Shylock, there's thrice thymoney offer'd 
thee. 

Shy. An oath, an oath, I have an oath in 
heaven: 228 

Shall I lay perjury upon my soul? 

No, not for Venice. 

For. Why, this bond is forfeit; 

And lawfully by this the Jew may claim 
A pound of flesh, to be by him cut off 232 
Nearest the merchant’s heart. Be merciful: 
Take thrice thy money; bid me tear the bond. 

Shy. When It is paid according to the tenour. 
It doth appear you are a worthy judge; 23 6 

You know the law, your exposition 
Hath been most sound: I charge you by the law. 
Whereof you are a well-deserving pillar, 
Proceed to judgment: by my soul I swear 240 
There is no power in the tongue of man 
To alter me. I stay here on my bond. 

Ant. Most heartily I do beseech the court 
To give the judgment. 

For. Why then, thus it is: 244 

You must prepare your bosom for his knife. 
Shy. Onoblejudge! O excellent young man 1 
For. For, the intent and purpose of the law 
Hath full relation to the penalty, 24B 

Which here appeareth due upon the bond. 
Shy. ’Tis very truel O wise and upright 
judge! 

How much more elder art thou than thy looks I 
For. Therefore lay bare your bosom. 

Shy. Ay, ‘his breast:’ 

So says the bond:—doth it not, noble judge?— 
‘Nearest his heart:’ those are the very words. 

For. Itisso. Are there balance here to weigh 
The flesh ? 256 

Shy. I have them ready. 

For. Have by some surgeon, Shylock, on your 
charge. 

To stop hts wounds, lest he do bleed to death. 
Shy. Is it so nominated in the bond? 260 
For. It is not so express’d; but what of that? 
’Twete good you do so much for charity. 

Shy. I cannot And it: ’tis not in the bond. 
For. You, merchant, have you anything to 
say? 264 

Ant. But little: I am aim’d and well prepar’d. 
Give me your hand, Bassanio: fare you welll 
Grieve not that I am fallen to this for you; 
For herein Fortune shows herself more land 26I 
Than is her custom: it is still her use 
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To let the wretched man outlive his wealth. 
To view with hollow eye and wrinkled brow 
An age of poverty; from which Hngwtng pen¬ 
ance 27a 

Of such a misery doth she cot me off. 
Commend me to your honourable wife: 

Tell her the process of Antonio’s end; 

Say how 1 lov'd you. speak me fair in death; 276 
And, when the tale is told, bid her be judge 
Whether Bassanio had not once a love. 
Repent not you that you shall lose your friend. 
And he repents not that he pays your debt; aso 
For if the Jew do cut but deep enough. 

Til pay it instantly with all my heart. 

Bass. Antonio, I am married to a wife 
Which is as dear to me as life itself; 284 

But life itself, my wife, and all the world. 

Are not with me esteem’d above thy life: 

I would lose all, ay, sacrifice them all. 

Here to this devil, to deliver you. a>8 

For. Your wife would give you little thanks 
for that. 

If she were by to hear you make the offer. 

Gra. I have a wife, whom, I protest, I love: 
I would she were in heaven, so she could 292 
Entreat some power to change this currish Jew. 

Ner. ’Tis well you offer it behind her back; 
The wish would make else an unquiet house. 
Shy. These be the Christian husbands 11 have 
a daughter; 296 

Would any of the stock of Barabbas 
Had been her husband rather than a Christian! 
We trifle time; I pray thee, pursue sentence. 
Pot. A pound of that same merchant's flesh 
is thine: 300 

The court awards it, and the law doth give it 
Shy. Most rightful judge! 

For. And you must cut this flesh from off his 
breast: 

The law allows it, and the court awards it. 304 
Shy. Most learned judge! A sentence! come, 
prepare! 

For. Tarry a little: there is something else. 
This bond doth give thee here no jot of blood; 
The words expressly are ‘ a pound of flesh: ’ 308 
Then take thy bond, take thou thy pound of flesh; 
But, in the cutting it, if thou dost shed 
One drop of Christian blood, thy lands and 
goods 

Are, by the laws of Venice, confiscate 31s 

Unto the state of Venice. 

Gra. O upright judge! Mark, Jew: O learned 


Shy. Is that the law? 

For. Thyself shalt see the act; 

For, as thou orgeat justice, be assur’d 316 
Thou shalt havejustice, more than thou desirst. 
Gra. O learned judge! Mark, Jew: a learned 
judge! 

shy. I take this offer then: pay the bond 
thrice. 

And let the Christian go. 

Bass. Here is the money. 320 

For. Soft! 

The Jew shall have all justice; soft! no haste:— 
He shall have nothing but the penalty. 


Gra. O Jew! an upright judge, a learned 
Judge! 324 

For. Therefore prepare thee to cut off the 

Shed thou no blood; nor cut thou ten, nor more. 
But just a pound of flesh: if thou tak’st more. 
Or less, than a just pound, be it but so much 32S 
As makes it light or heavy in the substance. 

Or the division of the twentieth part 
Of one poor scruple, nay, if the scale do turn 
But in the estimation of a hair, 332 

Thou diest and all thy goods are confiscate. 

Gra. A second Daniel, a Daniel, Jewl 
Now, infidel, I have thee on the hip. 

For. Why doth the Jew pause? take thy for¬ 
feiture. 338 

Shy. Give me my principal, and let me go. 
Bass. I have it ready for thee; here it is. 

For. He hath refus'd it in the open court: 
He shall have merely Justice, and his bond. 340 
Gra . A Daniel, still say I; a second Daniell 
I thank thee, Jew, for teaching me that word. 
Shy. Shall I not have barely my principal? 
For. Thou shalt have nothing but the for¬ 
feiture, 344 

To be so taken at thy pan, Jew. 

Shy. Why, then the devil give him good of it! 
I’ll stay do longer question. 

For. Tarry, Jew: 

The law hath yet another bold on you. 34S 
It is enacted in the laws of Venice, 

If it be prov'd against an alien 
That by direct or indirect attempts 
He seek the life of any citizen, 332 

The party ’gainst the which he doth contrive 
Shall seize one half his goods: the other half 
Comes to the privy coffer of the stele; 

And the offender’s life lies in the mercy 350 
Of the duke only, 'gainst all other voice. 

In which predicament, I say, thou stand'll; 

For it appears by manifest proceeding, 

That indirectly and directly too s*o 

Thou hast contriv’d against the very life 
Of the defendant; and thou hast incurr'd 
The danger formerly by me rehears’d. 

Down therefore ana beg mercy of the duke. 3*4 
Gra. Beg that thou mayst have leave to hang 
thyself: 

And yet, thy wealth being forfeit to the state, 
Thou hast not left the value of a cord; 
Therefore thou mart be hang’d at the state’s 
charge. 3*s 

Duka. That thou shalt see the difference of 
our spirits, 

I pardon thee thy life before thou ask It 
For half thy wealth, it is Antonio’s; 

The other half comes to the general state, 37 > 
Which humbleness may drive into a fine. 

For. Ay, for the state: not for Antonio. 

Shy. Nay, take my Urn and all; pardon not 
that: 

You take my houee when you do take the prop 
That doth sustain my house; you take my lire 
When you do take the means whenby I five. • 
For. What mercy can you render him, An¬ 
tonio? 
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Gra. A halter grads; nothing else, for God’s 
take! 980 

Ant. So please my lord the duke, and all the 
court. 

To quit the fine for one half of his goods, 

I am content: so he will let me have 
The other half in use, to render it, 384 

Upon his death, unto the gentleman 
That lately stole his daughter: 

Two things provided more, that, for this favour. 
He presently become a Christian; 3S8 

The other, that he do record a girt, 

Here in the court, of all he dies possess'd. 
Unto his son Lorenzo, and his daughter. 

Duke. He shall do this, or else I do recant 
The pardon that I late pronounced here. 393 
Par. Art thou contented, Jew? what dost 
thou say? 

Shy. I am content. 

Por. Clerk, draw a deed of gift. 

Shy. I pray you give me leave to go from 
hence: 

I am not well. Send the deed after me, 397 
And I will sign it. 

Duke. Get thee gone, but do it. 

Gra. In christening thou shalt have two god¬ 
fathers; 

Had I been Judge, thou shouldst have had ten 
more, 400 

To bring thee to the gallows, not the font. 

1 Exit SHTLOCK. 
Duke. Sir, I entreat you home with me to 
dinner. 

Por. I humbly do desire your Grace of par¬ 
don: 

I must away this night toward Padua, 404 
And it is meet I presently set forth. 

Duke. I am sorry that your leisure serves 
you not. 

Antonio, gratify this gentleman. 

For, in my mind, you are much bound to him. 
[Exeunt duke, Magnificoes, and Train. 
Bass. Mostworthygentleman.Iandmyfriend 
Have by your wisdom been this day acquitted 
Of grievous penalties; in lieu whereof. 

Three thousand ducats, due unto the Jew, 412 
We freely cope your courteous pains withal. 

Ant. And stand indebted, over and above. 
In love and service to you evermore. 

Por. He is well paid that is well satisfied; 4 »< 
And I, delivering you, am satisfied. 

And therein do account myself well paid: 

My mind was never yet more mercenary. 

I pray you, know me when we meet again: 420 
I wish you well, and so I take my leave. 

Bass. Dear sir, of force I must attempt you 
further: 

Take some remembrance of us, as a tribute, 
Not as a fee. Grant me two things, I pray you, 
Not to deny me, and to pardon me. 42s 
Por. You press me far, and therefore I will 
yield. 

[To ant.] Give me your gloves. I'll wear them 
for your sake; 

[To bass.] And, for your love. I’ll take this ring 
from you. 42* 


Do not draw back your hand ;F 11 take no more; 
And you in love shall not deny me this. 

Bass. This ring, good sir? alas! it is a trifle; 
I will not shame myself to give you this. 432 
Por. I will have nothing else but only this; 
And now methinks 1 have a mind to it. 

Bass. There’s more depends on this than on 
the value. 

The dearest ring in Venice will I give you, 43* 
And find it out by proclamation: 

Only for this, I pray you, pardon me. 

Por. I see, sir, you are liberal in offers: 439 
You taught me first to beg, and now methinks 
You teach me how a beggar should be answer’d. 
Bass. Good sir, this ring was given me by my 
wife; 

And, when she put it on, she made me vow 
That I should never sell nor give nor lose it. 444 
Por. That 'scuse serves many men to save 
their gifts. 

An if your wife be not a mad-woman, 

And know how well 1 have deserv’d the ring. 
She would not hold out enemy for ever, 448 
For giving it to me. Well, peace be with you. 

[Exeunt PORTIA and NER1SSA. 

Ant. My Lord Bassanio, let him have the 
ring: 

Let his deservings and my love withal 
Be valu’d’gainst your wife s commanfiment. 452 
Bass. Go, Gratiano: run and overtake him; 
Give him the ring, and bring him, if thou const. 
Unto Antonio's house. Away! make haste. 

[Exit GRATIANO. 
Come, you and I will thither presently, 456 
And in the morning early will we both 
Fly toward Belmont. Come, Antonio. [Exeunt. 


Scene H .—The Same. A Street. 

Enter PORTIA and NERISSA. 

Por. Inquire the Jew’s house out, give him 
this deed. 

And let him sign it. We’ll away to-night, 

And be a day before our husbands home: 
This deed will be well welcome to Lorenzo. 4 

Enter gratiano. 

Gra. Fair sir, you are well o’erta’en. 

My Lord Bassanio upon more advice 
Hath sent you here this ring, and doth entreat 
Your company at dinner. 

Por. That cannot be: 8 

His ring I do accept most thankfully; 

And so, I pray you, tell him: furthermore, 

I pray you, show my youth old Shylock's house. 
Gra. That will I do. 

A 'er. Sir, I would speak with you. 12 

[Aside to Portia.] I’ll see if I can get my hue- 
band’s ring, 

Which I did make him swear to keep for ever. 
Por. Thou mayst, I warrant. We shall have 
old swearing 

That they did give the rings away to men; ■( 
But wt'l! outface them, and outswear them too. 



MERCHANT OF VENICE 214 [actv 


Away! make haste: thou know*st whcte I will 
tarry. 

Her. Come, good sir, will you show me to 
this house! [Exeunt. 

ACT V 

Scene I. — Belmont. The Avenue to PORTIA’S 
House. 

Enter LORENZO and JESSICA. 

Lor. The moon shines bright: in such a night 
as tiiis, 

When the sweet wind did gently kiss the trees 
And they did make no noise, in such a night 
Troilus methinks mounted the Troyan wall 9 , 4 
And sigh'd his soul toward the Grecian tents, 
Where Cressid lay that night 
Jes. In such a night 

Did Thisbe fearfully o’ertrip the dew, 

And saw the lion’s shadow ere himself, S 
And ran dismay’d away. 

Lor. In such a night 

Stood Dido with a willow in her hand 
Upon the wild sea-banks, and waft her love 
To come again to Carthage. 

Jes. In such a night ra 

Medea gather’d the enchanted herbs 
That did renew old Aison. 

Lor. In such a night 

Did Jessica steal from the wealthy Jew, 

And with an unthrift love did run from Venice, 
As far as Belmont. 

Jes. In such a night t 7 

Did young Lorenzo swear he lov’d her well. 
Stealing her soul with many vows of faith. 
And ne'er a true one. 

Lor. In such a night so 

Did pretty Jessica, like a little shrew. 

Slander her love, and he forgave it her. 

Jes. I would out-night you, did no body come; 
But, harkt I hear the footing of a man. 24 

Enter stephano. 

Lor. Who comes so fast in silence of the 
night? 

Steph. A friend. 

Lor. A friend! what friend? your name, I 
pray you, friend. 

Steph. Stephano is my name; and I bring 
word 28 

My mistress will before the break of day 
Be here at Belmont: she doth stray about 
By holy crosses, where she kneels and prays 
For happy wedlock hours. 

Lor. Who comes with her? 32 

Steph. None, but a holy hermit and her maid. 
I pray you, is my master yet return’d ? 

Lor. He is not, nor we have not heard (torn 
him. 

But go we in, I pray thee, Jessica, 36 

And ceremoniously let us prepare 

Some welcome for the mistress of the house. 

Enter launcelot. 

Lam. Sola, sola! wo ha, hoi sola, sola! 
Lor. Who calls? <0 


Lam. Sola! did you see Master Lorenzo? 
Master Lorenzo! sola, sola! 
lor. Leave hollaing, man; here. 

Laun. Sola! where? where? 44 

Lor. Here. 

Laun. Tell him there’s a post come from my 
master, with his horn full of good news: my 
master will be here ere morning. [Exit. 

Lor. Sweet soul, let's in, and there expect 
their coming. 49 

And yet no matter; why should we go in? 

My friend Stephano, signify, I pray you, 
Within the house, your mistress is at hand; 52 
And bring your music forth into the air. 

[Exit STEPHANO. 
How sweet the moonlight sleeps upon this bank! 
Here will we sit, and let the sounds of music 
Creep in our ears: soft stillness and the night S6 
Become the touches of sweet harmony. 

Sit, Jessica: look, how the floor of heaven 
Is thick inlaid with patines of bright gold: 
There’s not the smallest orb which thou bo- 
hold’st 

But in his motion like an angel sings, 61 
Still quiring to the young-eyed cherubins; 
Such harmony is in immortal souls; 

But, whilst this muddy vesture of decay 64 
Doth grossly close it in, we cannot hear it 

Enter Musicians. 

Come, hoi and wake Diana with a hymn: 
With sweetest touches pierce your mistress’ ear, 
And draw her home with music. [Music. 

Jes. I am never merry when I hear sweet 
music. 69 

Lor. The reason is, your spirits are attentive: 
For do but note a wild and wanton herd. 

Or race of youthful and unhandled colts, 72 
Fetching mad bounds, bellowing and neighing 
loud. 

Which is the hot condition of their blood; 

If they but hear perchance a trumpet sound. 
Or any air of mugic touch their ears, 76 
You shall perceive them make a mutual stand, 
Their savage eyes turn’d to a modest gaze 
By the sweet power of music: therefore the poet 
Did feign that Orpheus drew trees, stones, and 
floods; so 

Since nought so stockish, hard, and full of rage. 
But music for the time doth change his nature. 
The man that hath no music in himself. 

Nor is not mov’d with concord of sweet sounds. 
Is fit for treasons, stratagems, and spoils; 8 j 
The motions of his spirit are dull as night, 

And his affections dark as Erebus: 

Let no such man be trusted. Mark the music. 

Enter portia and nerissa, at a distance. 
Por. That light we see is burning in my hall. 
How far that little candle throws his beams! 

So shines a good deed in a naughty world. 

Ner. When the moon shone, we did not see 
the candle. 92 

Por. So doth the greater glory dim the less: 
A substitute shines brightly as a king 
Until a king be by, and then his state 
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Empties itself, as doth an inland brook 96 
Into the main of waters. Music! hark! 

Ner. It is your music, madam, of the house. 
Por. Nothing is good, I see, without respect: 
Methinks it sounds much sweeter than by day. 
Ner. Silence bestows that virtue on it, madam. 
Por. The crow doth sing as sweetly as the lark 
When neither is attended, and I think 
The nightingale, if she should sing by day, 104 
When every goose is cackling, would be thought 
No better a musician than the wren. 

How many things by season season’d are 
To their right praise and true perfection! 108 
Peace, ho! the moon sleeps with Endymion, 
And would not be awak’d! [ Music ceases. 

Lor. That is the voice, 

Or I am much deceiv’d, of Portia. 

Por. He knows me, as the blind man knows 
the cuckoo, 111 

By the bad voice. 

Lor. Dear lady, welcome home. 

Por. We have been praying for our husbands’ 
welfare. 

Which speed, we hope, the better for our words. 
Are they return’d ? 

Lor. Madam, they are not yet; 116 

But there is come a messenger before. 

To signify their coming. 

Por. Go in, Nerissa: 

Give order to my servants that they take 
No note at all of our being absent hence; no 
Nor you, Lorenzo; Jessica, nor you. 

[A tucket sounds. 
Lor. Your husbaDd is at hand; I hear his 
trumpet: 

We are no tell-tales, madam; fear yon not. 
Por. This night methinks is but the daylight 
sick; 124 

It looks a little paler: ’tis a day, 
buch as the day is w hen the sun is hid. 


Enter BASSANIO, ANTONIO, GRATiANO, and 
their Followers. 

Bass. Weshould hold day with the Antipodes, 
If you would walk in absence of the sun. 128 
Por. Let me give light, but let me not be light; 
For a light wife doth make a heavy husband. 
And never be Bassanio so for me: 

But God sort all 1 You are welcome home, my 
lord. 132 

Bass. I thank you, madam. Give welcome 
to my friend: 

This is the man, this is Antonio, 

To whom I am so infinitely bound. 

Por. You should in all sense be much bound 
to him, 13* 

For, as I hear, he was much bound for you. 
Ant. No more than I am well acquitted of. 
Por. Sir, you are very welcome to our house: 
It must appear In other ways than words, 140 
Therefore I scant this breathing courtesy. 

Gra. I To nerissa.] By yonder moon I swear 
you do me wrong: 

in faith. I gave it to the judge's cleric: 

Would he were gelt that had It, for my part, 144 
si °ce you do take it, love, so much at heart. 


Por. Aquarrel.ho.already! what’s the matter? 
Gra. About a hoop of gold, a paltry ring 
That she did give me, whose poesy was 148 
For all the world like cutlers’ poetry 
Upon a knife, 'Love me, and leave me not.’ 

Ner. What talk you of the posy, or the value ? 
You swore to me, when I did give it you, 152 
That you would wear it till your hour of death. 
And that it should lie with you in your grave: 
Though not for me. yet for your vehement oaths. 
You should have been respective and have kept 
it. 156 

Gave it a judge’s clerk! no, God’s my judge. 
The clerk will ne’er wear hair on’s face that 
had it. 

Gra. He will, an if he live to be a mac. 

Ner. Ay, if a woman live to be a man. 160 
Gra. Now, by this hand, I gave it to a youth, 
A kind of boy, a little scrubbed boy, 

No higher than thyself, the judge's clerk. 

A prating boy, that begg’d it as a fee: 164 

I could not for my heart deny it him. 

Por. You were to blame,—I must be plain 
with you,— 

To part so slightly with your wife’s first gift; 
A tiling stuck on with oaths upon your finger. 
And riveted so with faith unto your flesh. 169 
I gave my love a ring and made him swear 
Never to part with it; and here he stands, 

I dare be sworn for him he would not leave it 
Nor pluck it from his finger for the wealth 173 
That the world masters. Now, in faith, Gra- 
tiano. 

You give your wife too unkind a cause of grief: 
An 'twere to me, I should be mad at it. 176 
Bass. [Aside.) Why, I were best to cut my 
left hand off. 

And swear I lost the ring defending it. 

Gra. My Lord Bassanio gave his ring away 
Unto the judge that begg’d it, and indeed 180 
Deserv’d it too; and then the boy, his clerk. 
That took some pains in writing, he begg'd 
mine; 

And neither man nor master would take aught 
But the two rings. 

Por. What ring gave you, my lord? 184 
Not that, 1 hope, that you receiv’d of me. 

Bass. If 1 could add a lie unto a fault, 

I would deny it; but you see my finger 
Hath not the ring upon it; it is gone. 188 
Por. Even so void is your false heart of truth. 
By heaven, I will ne'er come in your bed 
until I see the ring. 

Ner. Nor I in yours. 

Till I again see mine. 

Pass. Sweet Portia, 19a 

If you did know to whom I gave the ring, 

If you did know for whom I gave the ring, 
And would conceive for what I gave the ring. 
And how unwillingly I left the ring, 19S 
When naught would be accepted but the ring, 
You would abate the strength of your dis¬ 
pleasure. 

Por. Ifyouhadknown the virtue of the ring. 
Or half her worthiness that gave the ring, aoo 
Or your own honour to contain the ring. 
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You would not then have parted with the ring. 
What roan is there so much unreasonable. 

If you had pleas’d to have defended it 204 
With any terms of zeal, wanted the modesty 
To urge the thing held as a ceremony? 

Nerissa teaches me what to believe: 

111 die for’t but some woman had the ring. so* 
Bass. No,bymyhonoui,madam,byroysoul, 
No woman had it; but a civil doctor, 

Which did refuse three thousand ducats of me. 
And begg’d the ring, the which I did deny him, 
And sufier’d him to go displeas'd away; 113 
Even be that did uphold the very life 
Of my dear friend. What should I say, sweet 
lady? 

I was enforc'd to send it after him; 21 s 

I was beset with shame and courtesy; 

My honour would not let ingratitude 
So much besmear it. Pardon me, good lady. 
For, by these blessed candles of the night, no 
Bad you been there, I think you would have 
begg’d 

The ring of mo to give the worthy doctor. 

Par. Let nqt that doctor e’er come near my 
house. 

Since be hath got the jewel that I lov'd. 224 
And that which you did swear to keep for me, 
I will became as liberal as you; 
ni not deny him anything I have; 

No, not my body, nor my husband’s bed. sat 
Know nim I shall, I am well sure of it: 

Lie no t a nigh t from home; watch me like Argus: 
If you do not, if I be left alone. 

Now by mine honour, which is yet mine own, 232 
I’ll have that doctor for my bedfellow. 

' Ner. And I his clerk; therefore be well ad¬ 
vis'd 

How you do leave me to mine own protection. 
Cra. Well, do yon so: let me not take him, 
then; 33* 

For if I do, m mar the young dot’s pen. 
Ant. I am the unhappy subject of these 
quarrels. 

Por. Sir, grieve not you; you are welcome 
notwithstanding. 

Aon. Forria, forgive me this enforced wrong; 
And in the hearing of these many friends, 341 
I awear to thee, even by thine own fair eyes. 
Wherein I see myself,— 

Por. Marie you but that! 

In both my eyes be d ;ubly sees himself; 344 
In each eye, one: swear by your double seif, 
And there'1 an oath of credit. 

Bass. Nay, but hear me: 

Pardon this fault, and by my soul I swear 
I never more will break an oath with thee. 34s 
Ant. I once did lend my body for his wealth. 
Which, but for Mm that had your husband’s 
_ ring, 

Had quite miscarried: I dare be bound again. 
My soul upon the forfeit, that your lord 353 
WlU never more break faith advisedly. 

Then you shall be his surety. Give him 

And bid him keep It better than the other. 


Ant. Here, Lord Bassanlo; swear to keep 
this ring. . 356 

Bass. By heaven! it is the same 1 gave the 
doctor! 

Por. I had it of him: pardon me, Bassanlo, 
For, by this ring, the doctor lay with me. 359 
Ner. And pardon me, my gentle Gratiano; 
For that same scrubbed boy, the doctor s clerk. 
In lieu of this last night did lie with me. 

Gra. Why, this is Bite the men ding of high¬ 
ways 

In sijmmer, where the ways are fair enough. 364 
What 1 are we cuckolds ere we have deserv’d it? 
Por. Speak not so grossly. You are all 
amaz'd: 

Here is a letter; read it at your leisure; 

It comes from Padua, from Bellario: 368 

There you shall find that Portia waa the doctor, 
Nerissa, there, her clerk: Lorenzo here 
Shall witness I set forth as soon as you 
And even but now return’d; I have not yet 371 
Enter’d my house. Antonio, you are welcome; 
And I have better news in store for you 
Than you expect: unseal this letter soon; 
There you shall find three of your argosies r/t 
Are richly come to harbour suddenly. 

You shall not know by what strange aeddent 
I chanced on this iettar. 

Ant. I am dumb. 

Bass. Were you the doctor and I knew you 
not? »*o 

Gra. Were you the deck that is to make me 
cuckold? 

Ner. Ay; but the clerk that never means to 
do it. 

Unless he live until he be a man. 

Bass. Sweet doctor, you shall be my bed¬ 
fellow: *84 

When I am absent, then, Be wife my wife. 

Ant. Sweet lady, you have given me life and 
living: 

For here I read for certain that my ships 
Are safely come to road. 

Por. How now, Lorenzo! ssi 

My clerk hath some good comforts too for you. 
Ner. Ay, and PI 1 give them Mm without a 
tee. 

There do I give to you and Jessica, 

From fee rich Jew, a special deed of gift, 292 
After his death, of all he dies possess'd of. 

Lor. Fair ladies, you drop manna in the way 
Of starved people. 

Por. It b almost morning. 

And yet I am sure you are not satisfied age 
Of these events at full. Let us go in; 

And charge us there upon interratonat. 

And we will answer ail things faithftally. 

Gra. Let it be so: fee first interigatory 300 
That my Ncriau shall he sworn on if, 

Whe’r till the next night she had rather stay, 
Or go to bed now. Mbit two hours to day: 
But were the day crane, I should wish it dark, 
Thai I were couching with the doctor’s dent. 
Well, while I live ITT fear no other thins got 
So sore as keeping safe Nerisaa’s ring. [Exeunt. 
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Duke, living in exile. 

Frederick., his Brother, Usurper of his Dominions. 
Jaques^ | ^ ori * 5 attending upon the banished Duke, 
i-i Beau, a Courtier, attending upon Frederick. 
Charles, a Wrestler. 

Oliver, | 

Jaques, } Sons of Sir Rowland de Boys. 
Orlando, ) 

Dennb, ) Servants to Oliver. 

Touchstone, a Clown. 


Sra Oliver Martext, a Vicar. 

S°™, | Sbephenb. 

William, a Country Fellow, in love with Audrey. 
A person representing Hymen. 

Rosalind, Daughter to the banished Duke. 
Ceua, Daughter to Frederick. 

PHEBf, a Shepherdess. 

Audriv, a Country Wench. 

Lords, Pages, Foresters, and Attendants. 


Scene. — First, OLIVER'S Orchard near his House; afterwards, in the Usurper's Court, 
and in the Forest of Arden. 


ACT I 

Scene I .—An Orchard near Oliver’s House. 

Enter ORLANDO and ADAM. 

Orl. As I remember, Adam, it was upon this 
fashion bequeathed me by will but poor a thou¬ 
sand crowns, and, as thou sayest, charged my 
brother on his blessing, to breed me well: and 
there begins my sadness. My brother Jaques 
he keeps at school, and report speaks goidenly 
of his profit: for my part, he keeps me rustically 
at home, or, to speak more properly, stays me 
here at home unkept; for call you that keeping 
for a gentleman of my birth, that differs not from 
the stalling of an ox ? His horses are bred better; 
for, besides that the}' are fair with their feeding, 
they are taught their manage, and to that end 
riders dearly hired: but I, his brother, gain 
nothing under him but growth, for the which 
his animals on his dunghills are as much bound 
to bint as 1 . Besides this nothing that he so 
plentifully gives me, the something that nature 
gave me, tus countenance seems to take from 
me: he lets me feed with his hinds, bars me the 
place of a brother, and, as much as in him lies, 
mines my gentility with my education. This is 
it, Adam, that grieves me; and the spirit of my 
father, which I think is within me. begins to 
mutiny against this servitude. I will no longer 
endure it, though yet I know no wise remedy 
how to avoid it si 

Adam. Yonder comesmymaster,your brother. 

Orl. Go apart, Adam, and thou shalt hear 
how he will shake me up. 

Enter Oliver. 

OH. Now, sirt what make you here? 31 

Or/. Nothing: I am not taught to make any¬ 
thing. 

OH. What mar you then, sir? 

Orl. Marry, sir, I am helping you to mar that 

which God made, a poor unworthy brother of 
yours, with Mlmit, 37 go buy my fortune*. 


OH. Marry, sir, be better employed, and be 
naught awhile. 

Orl. Shall I keep your hogs, and eat husks 
with them? What prodigal portion have J 
spent, that 1 should come to such penury? 

Oli. Know you where you are, air? 

Orl. O ! sir, very well: here in your orchard. 
Oli. Know you before whom, sir? 43 
Orl. Ay, better than he I am before knows 
me. 1 know you are my eldest brother; and, in 
the gentle condition of blood, you should so 
know me. The courtesy of nations allows you 
my better, in that you are the first-born; but 
the same tradition takes not away my blood, 
were there twenty brothers betwixt us. I have 
as much of my father in me as you; albeit, I 
confess, your coining before me is nearer to his 
reverence. 

Oli. What, boy I 56 

Orl. Co me, come, elder brother, you are too 
young in this. 

Oli. Wilt thou lay hands on me, villain? 39 
Orl. I am no villain; 1 am the youngest son 
of Sir Rowland de Boys; he was my father, and 
he is thrice a villain that says such a father 
begot villains. Wert thou not my brother, I 
would not take this hand from thy throat till 
this other had pulled out thy tongue for saying 
so: thou hast railed on thyself. 66 

Adam. [Coming forward.! Sweet masters, he 
patient: for your father's remembrance, be at 
accord. 

Oh. Let me go, I say. 70 

Orl. I will noi, till I please: you shall hear 
me. My father charged you in his will to give 
me good education: you have trained me Me 
a peasant, obscuring and hiding from me all 
gentleman-like qualities. Thespirit of my father 
grows strong in me, and I will no longer endure 
ft; therefore allow me such e x e r c i ses as may be¬ 
come a gentleman, or give me the poor allottertr 
my father left me by testament; with that I wifi 
go buy my fortunes. is 
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Oli. And what wilt thou do? heg, when that 
is spent ? Well, sir, get you in: 1 wili not long be 
troubled with you; you shall Inve some part of 
your will: 1 pray you, leave me. 84 

Or/. 1 willnofurtlier offend jou than becomes 
me for my good. 

Oh. Get you with him. you old doe. 

Adam. Is‘old dog’my rev.a:d? Most true, 
I have lost my teeth in your service. God be 
with my old master! he «ou!J not have spoke 
such a word. I Exeunt orl ando and adam. 

Oli. Is it even so? begin you to grow upon 
me? I will physic vour rankness, and vet give 
no thousand crowns neitner. Kolia, Dc-inis! 

Enter nr VMS. 

Den. Cells your worship? 95 

Oh. Was not Charles the duke’s wrestler here 
to speak wilh me! 

Den. So please you, he is here at the door, 
and importunes access to you. w 

Oh Call him in. 11 a: pinnis.] ’Twill be 
a good way; and to-morrow the wrestling »s. 

Enter Charles. 

Cha. Good morrow to your worship tor 
Oh. Good M*c!wear Charles, w !a.t '»ti:enew 
news at tire new court? 

Cha. There’s no news at the couit. sir, but 
the old news: that is, the old duke is banished 
by his younger brother the new duke; and three 
or four loving lords have put themselves into 
voluntary exile with bum, whose lands and re¬ 
venues enrich the new uuke; therefore he gives 
them good leave to wander. m 

Oli. Can you tell if Rosalind, the duke's 
daughter, be banished with her fatner? 

Cha. O, no; for the duke’s daughter, her 
cousin, so loves her,—being ever from their 
cradles bred together,—tliat she would have 
followed her exile, or have died to stay behi nd 
her. She is at the court, and no less beloved of 
her uncle than his ow n daughter; and uev er tw.. 
ladies loved as they do. 120 

Oli. Where will the old duke live? 

Cha. They say be is already in the forest of 
Arden, and a many merry men with him; and 
there they live like the old Bobin Hood of 
England. They saymanyyoune gentlemen flock 
to him every day, and fleet the time carelessly, 
as they did in the golden world. 

Oli. What, you wrestle to-morrow before the 
new duke? ivj 

Cha. Marry, do I, sir; and I came to acquaint 
you with a matter. 1 ain given, sir, secretly to 
understand that your younger brother Orlando 
hath a disposition to come in disguised against 
me to try a fall. To-morrow, sir, I wrestle for 
my credit, and he that escapes me without some 
broken limb shall acq uit him well. Your brother 
is but young and tender; and, for your love, i 
would be loath to foil him as I must, for my 
own honour, if he come in: therefore, out of 
my.love to you, I came hither to acquaint you 
withal, that either you might stay him li om his 
intendment, or brook such disgrace well as he 


shall run into, in that it is a thing of his own 
search and altogether against my will. 144 

Oli. Charles, 1 thank thee for thy love to me, 
which thou shall find I will most kindly requite. 
1 had myself notice of my brother's purpose 
herein, and I iave by underhand means laboured 
to dissuade him from it, but he is resolute. I'll 
tell thee, Charles, it is the stubbornest young 
fellow of France; full of ambition, an envious 
emulator of every man’s good parts, a secret 
and villanous contriver against me'his natural 
brother: therefote use thy discretion. 1 had as 
lief thou didst break his neck as Ids finger. And 
thou weit best loot to't; for if thou dost him 
any sight disgrace, or if he do not mightily 
grace himself on thee, he will practise against 
ihee by poison, entrap thee by some treacherous 
device, and :;e>.er leave thee till he hath ta'en 
thy life by some indirect means or other; lot, 
I essuie thee.—and almost with tears i speak 
it,—there is not one so young and so v.-lltnous 
this day living. 1 speak but oroiheily of h:m; 
but mould i anaionii/.e him to thee : s he is, I 
must biu.sh and weep, and thou must look pale 
and wonuer. ihj 

Cha. 1 am hearlily glad Icame hither to you. 
If become to-morrow, I’ll give him ius payment: 
if ever he go alone again, I’ll never wrestle lbr 
price moie; and so God keep your worship! 

l/c.ur. 

Oli. Farewell, good Charles. Now will! stir 
this gamester. 1 hope 1 shall see an end of h m; 
for my soul, yet I know not why, hates noihing 
more than he. Yet lie's gentle, never schooled 
and yet learned, full of noble device, of all sorts 
enchantingly beloved, and, indeed so much in 
the heart of the world, and especially of my own 
people, w ho best know him. that i am altogether 
misprised. But it shall not be so long; this 
v. reader snail clear till: nothing temains hut that 
1 kindle the boy thither, which now I’ll go about. 


Scene II .—A Lawn before the duke’s Palace. 

Enter Rosalind and cilia. 

Cel. I pray thee, Rosalind, sweet my cor., be 
merry. 

Eos. Dear Celia, 1 show more mirth than I 
am mistress of, and wmihl you yet I were mer¬ 
rier? Unless you could teach me to forget a 
banished father, you must not learn me how to 
remember any extraordinary pleasure. 7 

Cel. Herein I see thou lovest me not with the 
full weight that I love thee. If my uncle, thy 
banished father, had banished thy uncle, the 
duke my father, so thou hadst been stiii wilh 
me, 1 could have taught my love to take thy 
father for mine: so wouldst thou, if the truth 
ci ifty love to me were so righteously tempered 
as mine is to thee. i; 

Ros. Well, 1 will forget the condition of my 
estate, to rejoice in yours. 

Cel. You know my father hath no child but 
I, nor none is like to have; and, truly, when he 



SCENE I!j 


219 


AS YOU LIKE IT 


dies, thou shalt be his heir: for what he hath 
taken away from thy father perforce, I will 

P mder thee again in affection; by mine honour, 
will; and when I break that oath, let me turn 
monster. Therefore, my sweet Rose, my dear 
Rose, be merry. 25 

Ros. From henceforth I will, coz, and devise 
sports. Let me see; what think you of falling 
ip love? 2S 

Cel. Marry, I prithee, do, to make sport 
withal: but love no man in good earnest; nor 
no further in sport neither, than with safety of 
a pure blush thou mayst in honour come off 
again. 33 

Ros. What shall be our sport then? 

Cel. Let us sit and mock the good housewife 
Fortune from her wheel, that her gifts may 
henceforth be bestowed equally. 3? 

Ros. I would we could do so, for her benefits 
are mightily misplaced, and the bountiful blind 
woman doth most mistake in her gifts to women. 

Cel. 'Tis true; for those that she makes fair 
she scarce makes honest, and those that she 
makes honest she makes very ill-favouredly. 43 
Ros. Nay, now thou goest from Fortune’s 
office to Nature's: Fortune reigns in gifts of 
the world, not in the lineaments of Nature. 

Enter TOUCHSTONE. 

Cel. No? when Nature hath made a fair crea¬ 
ture, may she nor by Fortune fall into the fire? 
Though Nature hath given us wit to flout at 
Fortune, hath not Fortune sent in this fool to 
cut off the argument? 51 

Ros. Indeed, there is Fortune too hard for 
Nature, when Fortune makes Nature’s natural 
the cutter-off of Nature’s wit. 

Cel. Feradventure this is not Fortune’s work 
neither, but Nature’s; who, perceiving our na¬ 
tural wits too dull to reason of such goddesses, 
hath sent this natural for our whetstone: for 
always the dulness of the fool is the whetstone 
of the wits. How now, witl whither wander 
you? 

Touch. Mistress, you must come away to 
your father. 

Cel. Were you made the messenger? 

Touch. No, by mine honour; but I was bid 
to come for you. 66 

Ros. Where learned you that oath, fool? 
Touch. Of a certain knight that swore by 
his honour they were good pancakes, and swore 
by lus honour the mustard was naught: now. 
I’ll stand to it, the pancakes were naught and 
the mustard was good, and yet was not the 
knight forsworn. 

Cel. How prove you that, in the great heap 
of your knowledge? 

Ros. Ay. marry: now unmuzzle your wisdom. 
Touch. Stand you both forth now: stroke 
your chins, and swear by your beards that I am 
a knave. 7 » 

Cel. By our beards, if we had them, thou art. 
Touch. By my knavery, if I had it, then I 
were; but if you swear by that that is not, you 


are not forsworn: no more was this knight, 
swearing by his honour, for he never had any; 
or if he had, he had sworn it away before ever 
he saw those pancakes or that mustard. 86 
Cel. Prithee, who is’t that thou meanest? 
Touch. One that old Frederick, your father, 
loves. 

Cel. My father's love is enough to honour 
him. Enough! speak no more of him; you’ll 
be whipped for taxation one of these days. 92 
Touch. The more pity, that fools may not 
speak wisely what wise men do foolishly. 

Cel. By mj r troth, thou sayest true; for since 
the little wit that fools have was silenced, the 
little foolery that wise men have makes a great 
show. Here comes Monsieur Le Beau. »8 
Ros. With his mouth full of news. 

Cel. Which he will put on us, as pigeons feed 
their young. 

Ros. Then we shall be news-cramm’d. 

Cel. All the better; we shall be more market¬ 
able. 104 

Enter LE beau. 

Bon jour, Monsieur Le Beau: what’s the news? 

Le Beau. Fair princess, you have iost much 
good sport. 

Cel. Sport! Of what colour? 108 

Le Beau. What colour, madam! How shall 
I answer you? 

Ros. As wit and fortune will. 

Touch. Or as the Destinies decree. 112 

Cel. Well said: that was laid on with a trowel. 
Touch. Nay, if I keep not my rank,— 

Ros. Thou losest thy old smell. 

Le Beau. You amaze me, ladies: I would 
have told you of good wrestling, which you have 
lost the sight of. 118 

Ros. Yet tell us the manner of the wrestling. 
Le Beau. I will tell you the beginning; and, 
if it please your ladyships, you may see the end, 
for the best is yet to do; and here, where you 
are, they are coming to perform it. 123 

Cel. Weil, the beginning, that is dead and 
buried. 

Le Beau. There comes an old man and his 
three sons,— I2 7 

Cel. I could match this beginning with an 
old tale. 

Le Beau. Three proper young men, of excel¬ 
lent growth and presence;— 

Ros. With bills on their necks,‘Beit known 
unto all men by these presents.’ 133 

Le Beau. The eldest of the three wrestled 
wi (h Charles, the duke’s wrestler; which Charles 
in a moment threw him and broke three of his 
ribs, that there is little hope of life in him: so 
he served the second, and so the third. Yonder 
they lie; the poor old man, their father, making 
such pitiful dole over them that all the beholders 
take his part with weeping. 141 

Ros. Alas! 

Touch. But what is tbs sport, monsieur, that 
the ladies have lost? 144 

Le Beau. Why, this that I speak of. 

Touch. Thus men may grow wiser every day: 
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it is the first time that ever 1 heard breaking of 
ribs was sport for ladies. 148 

Cel. Or I, I promise thee. 

Ros. But is there any else longs to feel this 
broken music in his sides ? is there yet another 
dotes upon rib-breaking? Shall we see this 
wrestling, cousin? 153 

Le Beau. You must, if you stay here; for 
here is the place appointed for the wrestling, 
and they are ready to perform it. 151s 

Cel. Yonder, sure, they are coming: let us 
now stay and see it. 

Flourish. Enter duke Frederick, Lords, 
ORLANDO, Charles, and Attendants. 

Duke F. Come on: since the youth will not 
be entreated, his own peril on his forward¬ 
ness. 16: 

Ros. Is yonder the man? 

Le Beau. Even he, madam. 

Cel. Alas! he is too young: yet he looks 
successfully. 165 

Duke F. How now, daughter and cousin! are 
you crept hither to see the wrestling? 

Ros. Ay, my liege, so please you give us 
leave. 169 

Duke F. You will take little delight in it, 
I can tell you, there is such odds in the man: 
in pity of the challenger’s youth I would fain 
dissuade him, but he will not be entreated. 
Speak to him, ladies; see if you can move him. 
Cel. Call him hither, good Monsieur Le Beau. 
Duke F. Do so: I’ll not be by. 176 

[duke goes apart. 
Le Beau. Monsieur the challenger, the 
princess calls for you. 

Orl. I attend them with all respect and duty. 
Ros. Young man, have you challenged 
Charles the wrestler? 181 

Orl. No, fair princess; be is the general 
challenger: I come but in, as others do, to try 
with him the strength of my youth. 184 

Cel. Young gentleman, your spirits are too 
bold for your years. You have seen cruel proof 
of this man’s strength: if you saw yourself with 
your eyes or knew yourself with your judgment, 
the fear of your adventure would counsel you to 
a more equal enterprise. We pray you, for your 
own sake, to embrace your own safety and give 
over this attempt. 193 

Ros. Do, young sir: your reputation shall not 
therefore be misprised. We will make it our 
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Ros. The little strength that I have, I would 
it were with you. 

Cel. And mine, to eke out hers. 

Ros. Fare you well. Pray heavenl be deceived 
in you! 213 

CW.'Your heart's desires be with you! 

Cha. Come, where is this young gallant that 
Is so desirous to lie with his mother earth? 216 
Orl. Ready, sir; but his will hath in it a more 
modest working. 

Duke F. You shall try but one fall. 219 
Cha. No, I warrant your Grace, you shall not 
entreat him to a second, that have so mightily 
persuaded him from a first. 

Orl. You mean to mock me after; you should 
not have mocked me before: but come your 
ways. 225 

Ros. Now Hercules bethyspeed.youngmanl 
Cel. I would I were invisible, to catch the 
strong fellow by the leg. 228 

[Charles and orlando wrestle. 
Ros. O excellent young man! 

Cel. If I had a thunderbolt in mine eye, I can 
tell who should down. 

[Charles is thrown. Shout. 
Duke F. No more, no more. 232 

Orl. Yes, I beseech your Grace: I am not yet 
well breathed. 

Duke F. How dost thou, Charles? 

Le Beau. He cannot speak, my lord. 236 

Duke F. Bear him away. What is thy name, 
young man? [Charles is borne out. 

Orl. Orlando, my liege; the youngest son of 
Sir Rowland de Boys. 240 

Duke F. I would thou hadst been son to 
some man else: 

The world esteem’d thy father honourable. 
But I did find him still mine enemy: 

Thou shouldst have better pleas’d me with this 
deed, 244 

Hadst thou descended from another house. 
But fare thee well; thou art a gallant youth: 

I would thou hadst told me of another father. 
[Exeunt duke Frederick, Train, and 
LE BEAU. 

Cel. Were I my father, cor. would Ido this ? 
Orl. I am more proud to be Sir Rowland’s 
son, 249 

His youngest son; and would not change that 
calling. 

To be adopted heir to Frederick. 

, Ros. My father lov’d Sir Rowland as his soul, 

suit to the duke that the wrestling might not go And all the world was of my father’s mind: 233 


forward. 


196 Had I before known this young man his sou. 


Orl. 1 beseech you, punish me not with your I should have given him tears unto entreaties, 


hard thoughts, wherein l confess me much 
guilty, to deny so fair and excellent ladies any¬ 
thing. But let your fair eyes and gentle wishes 
go with me to my trial: wherein if I be foiled, 
there i« but one shamed that was never gracious; 
if killed, but one dead that ii willing to be so. I 
shall do my friends no wrong, for I have none to 


Ere he should thus have ventur’d. 

Cel. Gentle cousin. ssS 

Let us go thank him and encourage him? 

My father’s rough and envious disposition 
Sticks me at heart. Sir, you have well deserv’d: 
If you do keep your promises in love a«o 

But justly, as you have exceeded all promise. 


lament me; the world no injury, for in it I have Your mistress shall be happy, 
nothing; only in the world I fill up a place, Ros. 
which may be better supplied when I nave made 
it empty. aos 


Gentleman, 

[Giving him a chain from her neck. 
Wear this for me, one out of suits with famine. 
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That could give mote, but that her hand laclcs 
means. 364 

Shall we go, cozt 

Cel. Ay. Fare you well, fair gentleman. 
Orl. Can I not say, X thank you? My better 
parts 

Are all thrown down, and that which here 
stands up 

Is but a quintain, a mere lifeless block. ass 
Sos. He calls us back: my pride fell with my 
fortunes; 

mask him what he would. Did you call, sir? 
Sir, you have wrestled well, and overthrown 
More than your enemies. 

Cel. Will you go, coz? 27a 

Ros. Have with you. Fare you well. 

[Exeunt Rosalind and celia. 
Orl. What passion hangs these weights upon 
my tongue? 

I cannot speak to her, yet she urg’d conference. 
O poor Orlando, thou art overthrown! 276 
Or Charles or something weaker masters thee. 

Re-enter LI beau. 

Le Beau. Good sir, I do in friendship counsel 
you 

To leave this place. Albeit you have deserv’d 
High commendation, true applause and love. 
Yet such is now the duke's condition 281 
That he misconstrues all that you have done. 
The duke is humorous; what he is indeed. 
More suits you to conceive than I to speak of. 
Orl. I thank you, sir; and pray you, tell me 
this; 285 

Which of the two was daughter of the duke. 
That here was at the wrestling ? 

Le Beau. Neither his daughter, if we judge 
by manners; *88 

But yet, indeed the smaller is his daughter: 
The other is daughter to the banish’d duke, 
And here detain'd by her usurping uncle, 

To keep his daughter company; whose loves 292 
Are dearer than the natural bond of sisters. 
But I can tell you that of late tins duke 
Hath ta’en displeasure ’gainst his gentle niece. 
Grounded upon no other argument 296 

But that the people praise her for her virtues. 
And pity her for her good father’s sake: 

And, on my life, his malice 'gainst the lady 
Will suddenly break forth. Sir, fare you well: 
Hereafter, in a better world than this, 301 
I shall desire more love and knowledge of you. 
Orl. I rest much bounden to you: fare you 
well. [Exit LE BEAU. 

Thus must I from the smoke into the smother; 
From tyrant duke unto a tyrant brother. 3»5 
But heavenly Rosalind! [Exit. 


Scene HI.— A Room in the Palace. 

Enter CELIA and Rosalind. 

Cel. Why, cousin! why, Rosalind! Cupid 
have mercy! Not a word? 

Roe. Not one to throw at a dog. 1 

Cel. No, thy words are too preHous to be cast 


away upon curs; throw some of them at me; 
come, lame me with reasons. 

Roe. Then there were two cousins laid up: 
when the one should be lamed with reasons and 
the other mad without any. 9 

CeL But is all this for your father? 

Roe. No, some of it is for my child’s father: 
O, how full of briers is this working-day world I 
Cel. They are but burrs, cousin, thrown upon 
thee in holiday foolery: if we walk not in the 
trodden paths, our very petticoats will catch 
them. 16 

Ros. I could shake them off my coat: these 
burrs are in my heart. 

Cel. Hem them away. 

Ros. I would try, if I could cry *hem,’ and 

have him. 21 

Cel. Come, come; wrestle with thy affections. 
Ros. O ! they take the part of a better wrestler 
than myself! 24 

Cel. O, a good wish upon you I you will try in 
time, in despite of a fall. But, turning these 
jests out of service, let us talk in good earnest: 
is it possible, on such a sudden, you should fall 
into so strong a liking with old Sir Rowland’s 
youngest son? 

Ros. The duke my father loved his father 

dearly. 32 

Cel. Doth It therefore ensue that you should 
love his son dearly? By this kind of chase, I 
should hate him, for my father hated his father 
dearly; yet I hate not Orlando. 36 

Ros. No, faith, hate him not, for my sake. \ 
Cel. Why should I not ? doth he not deserve 
well? 

Ros. Let me love him for that; and do yon 
love him, because I do. Look, here comes the 
duke. 42 

CeL With his eyes full of anger. 

Enter duke Frederick, with Lords. 

Duke F. Mistress, dispatch you with your 

safest haste, 44 

And get you from our court. 

Ros. Me, uncle? 

Duke F. Yon, cousin: 

Within these ten days if that thou be’st found 
So near our public court as twenty miles. 
Thou diest for it 

Ros. I do beseech your Grace, 48 

Let me the knowledge of my fault bear with me. 
If with myself I hold intelligence. 

Or have acquaintance with mine own desires. 
If that I do not dream or be not frantic,— 32 
As I do trust I am not,—then, dear unde. 
Never so much as in a thought unborn 
Did I offend your highness. 

Duke F. Thus do all traitors: 

If their purgation did consist in words, 36 
They are as innocent as grace itself: 

Let it suffice thee that I trust thee not. 

Ros. Yet your mistrust cannot make me a 
traitor: 

Tell me whereon the likelihood depends. Co 
Duke F. Thou art thy father’s daughter; 
there's enough. 



AS YOU LUCE IT 

Ros. So was I when your highness took his 
dukedom; 

So was I when your highness banish’d him. 
Treason is not inherited, my lord; 64 

Or, if we did derive it from our friends. 
What’s that to me? my father was no traitor: 
Then, good my liege, mistake me not so much 
To think my poverty is treacherous. 68 

Cel Dear sovereign, hear me speak. 

Duke F. Ay, Celia; we stay’d her for your 
sake; 

Else had she with her father rang’d along. 

Cel I did not then entreat to have her stay: 
It was your pleasure and your own remorse. 73 
I was too young that time to value her; 

But now I know her: if she be a traitor, 

Why so am I; we still have slept together, 76 
Rose at an instant, leam’d, play’d, eat together; 
And whereso’er we went, like Juno’s swans. 
Still we went coupled and inseparable. 

Duke F. She is too subtle for thee; and her 
smoothness, 80 

Her very silence and her patience. 

Speak to the people, and they pity her. 

Thou art a fool: she robs thee of thy name; 
And thou wilt show more bright and seem 
more virtuous 84 

When she is gone. Then open not thy lips: 
Firm and irrevocable is my doom 
Which I have pass’d upon her; she is banish’d. 
Cel Pronounce that sentence then, on me, 
my liege: 88 

I cannot live out of her company. 

Duke F. You are a fooL You, niece, pro¬ 
vide yourself: 

If you outstay the time, upon mine honour, 
And in the greatness of my word, you die. 92 
lExeunt duke Frederick and Lords. 
Cel. O my poor Rosalind! whither wilt thou 
go? 

Wilt thou change fathers ? I will give thee m.ne. 
I charge thee, be not thou more griev’d than 
I am. 

Ros. I have more cause. 

Cel. Thou hast not, cousin; 96 

Prithee, be cheerful; know’st thou not, the duke 
Hath banish’d me, his daughter? 

Ros. That he hath not. 

Cel. No, hath not? Rosalind lacks then the 
love 99 

Which teacheth thee that thou and I am one: 
Shall we be sunder’d? shall we part, sweet 
girl? 

No: let my father seek another heir. 

Therefore devise with me how we may fly, 
Whither to go, and what to bear with us: 104 
And do r.ot seek to take your change upon you. 
To bear your griefs yourself and leave me out; 
For, by this heaven, now at our sorrows pale. 
Say what thou canst, I'll go along with thee. 108 
Ros. Why, whither shall we go? 

Cel. To seek my uncle in the forest of Arden. 
Ros. Alas, what danger will it be to us, 
Maids as we are, to travel forth so far! 112 
Beauty provoketh thieves sooner than gold. 
Cel I’ll put myself in poor and mean attire. 
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And with a kind of umber smirch my face; 
The like do you: so shall we pass along 116 
And never stir assailants. 

Ros. Were it not better. 

Because that I am more than common tail, 
That I did suit me ail points like a man? 

A gallant curtle-axe upon my thigh, 120 
A boar-spear in my hand; and,—in my heart 
Lie there what hidden woman’s fear there will,— 
We’ll have a swashing and a martial outside, 
As many other mannish cowards have 124 
That do outface it with their semblances. 

Cel What shall 1 call thee when thou art a 
man? 

Ros. I’ll have no worse a name than Jove's 
own page, 

And therefore look you call me Ganymede. 128 
But what will you be call’d? 

Cel Something that hath a reference to my 
state: 

No longer Celia, but Aliena. 

Ros. But, cousin, what if we assay’d to 
steal 132 

The clownish fool out of your father’3 court? 
Would he not be a comfort to our travel? 

Cel. He’ll go along o’er the wide world with 
me; 

Leave me alone to woo him. Let’s away, 136 
And get our jewels and our wealth together. 
Devise the fittest time and safest way 
To hide us from pursuit that will be made 
After my flight. Now go we in content 140 
To liberty and not to banishment. [Exeunt. 


ACT n 

SCENE I .—The Forest of Arden. 

Enter DUKE Senior , AMIENS, and other Lords, 
like Foresters. 

Duke S. Now, my co-mates and brothers in 
exile, ’’ 

Hath not old custom made this life more sweet 
Than that of painted pomp? Are not these 
woods 

More free from peril than the envious court? 4 
Here feel we but the penalty of Adam, 

The seasons’ difference; as, the icy fang 
And churlish chiding of the winter’s wind. 
Which, when it bites and blows upon my body. 
Even till I shrink with cold, I smile and say 9 
‘This is no flattery: these are counsellors 
That feelingly persuade me what I am.’ 

Sweet are the uses of adversity, 12 

Which like the toad, ugly and venomous, 
Wears yet a precious jewel in his head; 

And this our life exempt from public haunt, 
Finds tongues in trees, books in the running 
brooks, 16 

Sermons in stones, and good in every thing. 

I would not change it. 

Ami. Happy is your Grace, 

That can translate the stubbornness of fortune 
Into so quiet and so sweet a style. 20 

Duke S. Come, shall we go and kill us veniaoo? 
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And yet it irks me, the poor dappled fools, 
Being native burghers of this desert city. 
Should in their own confines with forked heads 
Have their round liauncbes gor’d. 

First Lord. Indeed, my lord, 25 

The melancholy Jaques grieves at that; 

And, in that kind, swears you do more usurp 
Than doth your brother that hath banish'd you. 
To-day my Lord of Amiens and myself 29 
Did steal behind him as he Iny along 
Under an oak whose antique root peeps out 
Upon the brook that brawls along this wood; 
To the which place a poor sequester’d stag, 33 
That from the hunters' aim had ta'en a hurt, 
Did come to languish; and, indeed, my lord. 
The wretched animal heav’d forth such gloans 
That their discharge did stretch his leathern 
coat 37 

Almosi to bursting, and the big round tears 
Cours’d one another down his innocent nose 
In piteous chase; and thus the hairy fool, 40 
Much marked of the melancholy Jaques, 
Stood on the extremest verge of the swift brook. 
Augmenting it with tears. 

Duke S. But wh"t said Jaques? 

Did lie not moralize this spectacle? 44 

hrst Lord. O, yes, into a thousand similes. 
First, for his weeping into (he needless sti earn: 

‘ Poor deer,’ quoih he,' thou mak’st a testament 
As worldlings do, giving thv sum of more 48 
To that which had too much:' then, being there 
alone. 

Left and abandon’d of bis velvet friends; 

”Tis right,’ quoth he; ‘thus misery dolh part 
The flux of company: ’ anon, a careless herd, 52 
Fu'l of the pasture, jumps along by him 
And never slays to greet him; ‘Ay,’ quoth 
Jaques, 

Sweep on, you fat and greasy citizens; 

’I is just the fashion; wherefore do you look }6 
Upon that poor and broken bankrupt there?’ 
'T hus most invectively he pierceth through 
The body of the country, city, court, 

> ea, and of this our life; swearing that we 60 
Are mere usurpers, tyrants, and what’s worse. 
To fright the animais and to kdl them up 
In their assign’d and native dwelling-place. 
Duke S. And did you leave him in this con¬ 
templation? 64 

Sec. Lord. We did, my lord, weeping and 
commenting 
Upon the sobbing deer. 

Duke S. Show me the place. 

I love to cope him in these sullen fits, 

For then he’s full of matter. _ 

Sec. Lord. I’ll bring you to him straight. 

[Exeunt. 


Scene XX—A Room in the Palace. 

Enter duke Frederick, Lords, and Attendants. 
Duke F. Can it be possible that no man saw 
them? 

It cannot be: some villains of my court 
Aie of consent and sufferance in this. 


First Lord. I cannot hear of any that did see 
her. 4 

The ladies, her attendants of her chamber, 
Saw her a-bed; and, in the morning early 
They found the bed un treasur’d of theirmis tress. 
Sec. Lord. My lord, the roynish clown, at 
whom so oft 8 

Your Grace was wont to laugh, is also missing. 
Hisperia, the princess’ gentlewoman. 
Confesses that she secretly o’erheard 
Your daughter and her cousin much commend 
The parts and graces of the wrestler 13 

1 hat did but lately foil the sinewy Charles; 
And she believes, wherever they are gone, 
That youth is surely in their company. 16 

Duke F. Send to his brother; fetch that 
gallant hither; 

If he be absent, bring his brother to me; 

I’ll make him find him. Do this suddenly, 
Ar.d let not search and inquisition quail 20 
To bring again these foolish runaways. 

[Exeunt. 


Scene III.— Before Oliver’s House. 

Enter OR! ANDO and ADAM, meeting. 

Oil. Who’s there? 

Adam. What! my young master? O my 
gentle master! 

O my sweet master! O you memory 
Of old Sir Rowland! why, what make you here ? 
Whyareyouvirtuous? Whydopeopleloveyou? 
And wherefore are you gentle, strong, and 
valiant ? 

Why would you be so fond to overcome 
The bony priser of the humorous duke? 8 
Your praise is come too swiftly home before you. 
Know you not, master, to some kind of men 
Their graces serve them but as enemies? 

No more do yours: your virtues, gentle master, 
Are sanctified and holy traitors to you. 33 
O, what a world is this, when what is comely 
Envenoms him that bears it 1 
Orl. Why, what’s the matter? 

Adam. O unhappy youth! 

Come not within these doors; within this roof 
The enemy of all your graces lives. 

Your brother,—no, no brother; yet the son,— 
Yet not the son, I will not call him son 20 
Of him X was about to call his father,— 

Ha th heard your praises, and this night he means 
To bum the lodging where you use to lie. 

And you within it: if he fail of that, 24 

He will have other means to cut you off. 

I overheard him and his practices. 

This is no place; this house is but a butchery: 
Abhor it, lear it. do not enter it. 28 

Orl. Why,whither,Adam,wouldstthouhave 
me go? 

Adam. No matter whither, so you come not 
here. 

Orl. Whatlwouldstthouhavemegoandbeg 
my food? . 

Or with a base and boisterous sword enforce 3a 
A thievish living on the common road? 
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This I must do, or know not what to do: 

Yet this I will not do, do how I can; 

I rather will subject me to the malice 36 
Of a diverted blood and bloody brother. 
Adam. But do not so. I have five hundred 
crowns. 

The thrifty hire I sav’d under your father. 
Which I did store to be my foster-nurse 40 
When service should in my old limbs lie lame, 
And unregarded age in corners thrown. 

Take that; and He that doth the ravens feed, 
Yea, providently catets for the sparrow, 44 
Bexomfort to my age 1 Here is the gold; 

All tlris I give you. Let me be your servant: 
Though I look old, yet I am strong and lusty; 
For in my youth I never did apply 48 

Hot and rebellious liquors in my blood. 

Nor did not with unbashful forehead woo 
The means of weakness and debility; 
Therefore my age is as a lusty winter, 51 

Frosty, but kindly. Let me go with you; 

I'll do the service of a younger man 
In all your business and necessities. 

Orl. O good old man! how well in thee ap¬ 
pears 56 

The constant service of the antique world. 
When service sweat for duty, not for meed! 
Thou art not for the fashion of these times, 
Where none will sweat but for promotion, 60 
And having that, do choke their service up 
Even with the having: it is npt so with thee. 
But, poor old man, thou prun’st a rotten tree. 
That cannot so much as a blossom yield, 64 
In lieu of all thy pains and husbandry. 

But come thy ways, we’ll go along together, 
And ere we have thy youthful wages spent. 
We’ll light upon some settled low content. 68 
Adam. Master, go on, and I will follow thee 
To the last gasp with truth and loyalty. 

From seventeen years till now almost fourscore 
Here lived I, but now live here no more. 7* 
At seventeen years many their fortunes seek; 
But at fourscore it is too late a week: 

Yet fortune cannot recompense me better 
Than to die well and not my master’s debtor. 76 

[Exeunt. 

Scen* IV .—The Forest of Arden. 

Enter ROSALIND in hoy’s clothes, celia dressed 
like a shepherdess, and touchstone. 

Eos. O Jupiter! how weary are my spirits. 

” Touch. I care not for my spirits tf my legs 
were not weaiy. 

Ros. I could find It In my heart to disgrace my 
man’s apparel and to cry like a woman; but 1 
must comfort the weaker vessel, as doublet and 
hose ought to show itself courageous to petti¬ 
coat: therefore, courage, good Aliena. a 
Cel. I pray you, bear with me: I cannot go 
no thrther. 

Touch. For my part, I had rather bear with 
you than bear you; yet I should bear no cross if 
I did bear you, for I think you have no money 
hi your purse, 14 

Welt, Ota Is the forest of Arden; 


Touch. Ay, now am I in Arden; the more 
fool I: when I was at home, I was in a better 
place: but travellers must be content. 

Ros. Ay, be so, good Touchstone. Look you, 
who comes here; a young man and an old in 
solemn talk. 21 

Enter corin and Silvius. 

Cor. That is the way to nuke her scorn you 
still. 

Sil. O Corin, that thou knew’st now I do love 
her! 

Cor. I partly guess, for I have lov'd ere now, 
Sil. No, Corin; bring old, thou canst not 
guess. 25 

Though in thy youth thou wast as true a lover 
As ever sigh’d upon a midnight pillow: 

But if thy love were ever like to mine,— 28 
As sure I think did never man love so,— 

How many actions most ridiculous 
Hast thou been drawn to by thy fantasy! 31 
Cor. Into a thousand that 1 have forgotten. 
Sil. O! thou didst then ne’er love so heartily. 
If thou remember'st not the slightest folly 
That ever love did make thee run into, 

Thou hast not lov’d: 36 

Or if thou hast not sat as I do now. 

Wearing thy hearer with thy mistress* praise, 
Thou hast not lov'd: 

Or if thou hast not broke from company 40 
Abruptly, as my passion now makes me. 
Thou hast not lov’d. O Thebe, Piiebe, Phebel 

[Exit. 

Ros. Alas, poor shepherd! searching of thy 
wound, 

I have by hard adventure found mine own. 44 
Touch. And I mine. I remember, when I was 
in love I broke my sword upon a stone, and bid 
him take that for coming a-night to Jane Smile; 
and I remember the kissing of her batler, and 
the cow’s dugs that her pretty (Shopped hands 
had milked; and I remember the wooing of a 
peaseod instead of her, from whom I took two 
cods, and giving her them again, said with weep¬ 
ing tears,‘Wear these for my sake.’ We that are 
true lovers run into strange capers; but as all is 
mortal in nature, so is all nature in love mortal 
in folly. 56 

^Ros. Thou speakest wiser than thou art ware 

Touch. Nay, I shall ne’er be ware of mine own 
wit till I break my shins against it. 4 ° 

Ros. Jove, Jove! this shepherd’s passion 
Is much upon my fashion. 

Touch. And mine; but it grows something 
stale with me. 6 j 

Cel. I pray you, one of you question yond 
man. 

If he for gold will give us any food: 

1 faint almost to death. 

Touch. Holla, you down I 

Ros. Peace, fool: he’s not thy kinsman. 
Cor. Who calls? « 

Touch. Your betters, sir. , 

Cor. Else are they very wretched. 

Ros. Peace, I say. Good even to you, friend. 
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Cor. And to you, gentle sir, and to you all. Jaq. Well thenjfever I thank any man,m thank 

Ro$. I prithee, shepherd, if that love or gold you: but that they call compliment is like the en- 
Can in this desert place buy entertainment, 73 counter oftwo dog-apes, and when a man thanks 
Bring us where we may rest ourselves and feed, me heartily, methinks 1 have given him a penny 
Here ’s a young maid with travel much oppress'd, and he renders me the beggarly thanks. Come, 
And faints for succour. sing; and you that will not, hold your tongues* 

Cor. Fair sir, I pity her, 76 Ami. Well, I'll end the song. Sira, cover the 

And wish, for her sake more than for mine own, while; the duke will drink under this tree. He 


My fortunes were more able to relieve her; 
But I am shepherd to another man. 

And do not shear the fleeces that 1 graze; 80 
My master is of churlish disposition 
And little recks to find the way to heaven 
By doing deeds of hospitality. 

Besides, his cote, his flocks, and bounds of feed 
Are now on sale; and at our sheepcote now, 65 
By reason of his absence, there is nothing 
That you will feed on; but what is, come see, 
And in my voice most welcome shall you be. 88 
Ros. What is he that shall buy his Sock and 
pasture? 

Cor. That young swain that you saw here but 
erswhile, 

That little cares for buying anything. 

Ros. I pray thee, if it stand with honesty, 
Buy thou the cottage, pasture, and the flock, 
And thou shalt have to pay for it of us. 

Cel. And we will mend thy wages. I like this 
place. 

And willingly could waste my time in it. 96 
Cor. Assuredly the thing is to be sold: 

Go with me: if you like upon report 
The soil, the profit, and this kind of life, 

I will your very faithful feeder be, 100 

And buy it with your gold right suddenly. 

[Exeunt 
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hath been all this day to look you. 33 

Jaq. And I have been all this day to avoid him. 
He is too disputable for my company: I think of 
as many matters as he, but I give heaven thanks, 
and make no boast of them, Come, warble; come. 


Scene V, —Another Part of the Forest . 
Enter AMIENS, jaques, and Others . 
SONG 


SONG 


Ami . 


Come 1 


Who doth ambition shun, [All together here. 
And loves to live i’ the sun. 

Seeking the food be eats, 40 

And pleas’d with what he gets, 
hither, come hither, come hither: 

Here shall he see 
No enemy 44 

But winter and rough weather. 

Jaq. I’ll give you a verse to this note, that I 
made yesterday in despite of my invention. 

Ami. And I'll sing it 4* 

Jaq . Thus it goes: 

If it do come to pass 
That any man turn us, 

Leaving his wealth end ease 5* 

A stubborn will to pleahe, 

Ducdame, duedame, duedame: 

Here shall he eee 
Gross fools as he, <6 

An if he will come to mo. 

Ami. What's that ‘ ducdame?* 

Jaq. Tis a Greek invocation tc call fools into 
a circle. I’ll go sleep if I can; if I cannot I’ll 
rail against aU the first-born of Egypt. 6 x 
Ami. And I'll go seek the duke: lus banquet 
is prepared. [Exeunt severally . 


Ami. Under the greenwood tree 

Who loves to lie with me. 

And turn his merry note 
Unto the sweet bird’s tnreat, 4 

Come hither, come hither, come hither: 

Here shall he see 
No enemy 

But winter and rough weather. * 

too. More, more, I prithee, more. 

Ami. It will make you melancholy. Monsieur 
Jaques. »r 

Jag. I thank it More! I prithee, more. I 
can suck melancholy out of a song as a weasel 
sucks egp. More! I prithee, more. 

Ami. My voice is ragged; I know I cannot 
please you. 16 

Jag. I do not desire you to please me; I do 
desire you to sing. Come,more;anothcrstanzo: 
call you them stanzos? 

Ami. What yon wil\ Monsieur Jaques. so 
Jaq. Nay, I care not for their names; they 
owe me nothing. Will you sing? 

Ami. More at your request than to please 

myself. *4 


Scene VI .—Another Part of the Forest. 

Enter orlando and ad am. 

Adam. Dear master, I can go no further: Ol 
I die for food. Here lie I down, and measure 
out my grave. Farewell, kind master. j 
Orl. Why, how cow, Adam! no greater heart 
in thee? Live a little; comfort a little; cheer 
thyself a little. If this uncouth forest yield any¬ 
thing savage. I will either be food for it, or bring 
it for food to thee. Thy conceit is nearer death 
than thy powers. For my sake be comfortable, 
hold death awhile at the arm’s end, I will Imre 
be with thee presently, and if I bring thee not 
something to eat, I will give thee leave to die; 
but if thou diest before I come, thou art a 
mocker of my labour. Well said 1 thou lookest 
cheerly, and I’ll be with thee quickly. Yet thou 
best in the bleak air: come, I win bear thee to 
some shelter, and thou shalt not die for lade of 
a dinner, if there live anything in this deaett. 
Cheerly, good Adam {Exeunt 
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Scene VH .—Another Part of the Forest. 

A table set out. Enter duke Senior, amiens, 


226 


Iactk 


Lords like Outlaws. 

Duke S. I think he be transform’d into a 
beast, 

For I can nowhere find him like a man. 

First Lord. My lord, he is but even now gone 
hence: 

Here was he merry, hearing of a song. 4 
Duke S. If he, compact of jars, grow musical, 
We s hall have shortly discord in the spheres. 

Go, seek him: tell him I would speak with him. 
First Lord. He saves my labour by his own 
approach. s 

Enter jaques. 

Duke S. Why, how now, monsieur t what a 
life is this. 

That your poor friends must woo your com¬ 
pany? 

Whet, you look merrily 1 
Jag. A fool, a fool! 1 met a fool i’ the forest, 

A motley fool; a miserable world! 13 

As I do live by food, I met a fool; 

Who laid him down and bask’d him in the sun, 
And rail'd on Lady Fortune in good terms, 16 
In good set terms, and yet a motley fool. 
'Good morrow, fool,’ quoth I. ‘No, sir,’ quoth 
he, 

‘Call me not fool till heaven hath sent me 
fortune.’ 

And then he drew a dial from his poke. 

And, looking on it with lack-lustre eye, 

Says very wisely, ‘It is ten o’clock; 

Thus may we see,’ quoth he, ‘how the world 
wags: 

’Tis but an hour ago since it was nine, 24 
And after one hour more ’twill be eleven; 

And so, from hour to hour we ripe and ripe. 

And then from hour to hour we rot and rot, 

And thereby hangs a tale.’ When I did hear 28 
The motley fool thus moral on the time. 

My lungs began to crow like chanticleer, 

That fools should be so deep-contemplative, 
And I did laugh sans intermission 32 

An hour by his dial. O noble fool! 

A worthy tool! Motley’s the only wear. 

Duke S. What fool is tins'* 

Jag. O worthy fooll One that hath been a 
courtier, 36 

And says, if ladies be but young and fair, 
They have the gift to know it; and in his 
brain,— 

Which is as dry as the remainder biscuit 
After a voyage,—he hath strange places 
cramm’d 40 

With observation, the which he vents 
In mangled forms. O that I were a fool! 

I am ambitious for a motley coat. 

Duke S. Thou shalt have one. 

Jaq. It is my only suit; 44 

Provided that you weed your better judgments 
Of all opinion that grows rank in them 
That I am wise. I must have liberty 
Withal, as large a charter as the wind, 48 

To blow on whom I please; for so fools have: 


And they that are most galled with my folly, 
They most must laugh. And why, sir, must 
they so? 

The ‘why’ is plain as way to parish church: 52 
He that a fool doth very wisely hit 
Doth very foolishly, although he smart, 

Not to seem senseless of the bob; if not. 

The wise man’s folly is anatomiz’d 5« 

Even by the squandering glances of the fool. 
Invest me in my motley; give me leave 
To speak my mind, and I will through and 
through 

Cleanse the foul body of th* infected world, 60 
If they will patiently receive my medicine. 
Duke S. Fie on thee I I can tell what thou 
wouldst do. 

Jag. What, for a counter, would I do, but 
good? 

Duke S. Most mischievous foul sin, in chid¬ 
ing sin: 64 

For thou thyself hast been a libertine, 

As sensual as the brutish sting itself; 

And all the embossed sores and headed evils, 
That thou with licence of free foot hast caught, 
Wouldst thou disgorge into the general world. 

Jaq. Why, who cries out on pride. 

That can therein tax any private party? 

Doth it not flow as hugely as the sea, 72 
Till that the weary very means do ebb? 

What woman in the city do I name, 

When that I say the city-woman bears 
20 The cost of princes on unworthy shoulders? 7* 
Who can come in and say that I mean her, 
When such a one as she such is her neighbour? 
Or what is he of basest function, 

That says his bravery is not on ray cost,— 80 
Thinking that I mean him,.—but therein suits 
His folly to the mettle of my speech? 

There then; how then? what then? Let me see 
wherein 

My tongue hath wrong’d him: ifit do him right. 
Then he hath wrong’d himself; if he be free, 85 
Why then, my taxing like a wild goose flies. 
Unclaim'd of any man. But who comes here ? 


Enter ORLANDO, with his sword drawn. 

Orl. Forbear, and eat no mote. 

Jaq. Why, \ have eat none yet. 

Orl. Norshaltnot.tiUnecessitybescrv'd. 89 
Jaq. Of what kind should this cock come of? 
Duke S. Art thou thus bolden’d, man, by thy 
distress. 

Or else a rude despiser of good manners, 92 
That in civility thou seem’st so empty? 

Orl. You touch’d my vein at first: the thorny 
point 

Of bare distress hath ta’en flrom me the show 
Of smooth civility; yet I am inland bred 96 
And know some nurture. But forbear, I say: 
He dies that touches any of this fruit 
Till I and my affairs are answered. 

Jaq. Anyouwillnotbeansweredwithreason, 
I must die. 101 

DukeS. What would you have? Yourgentle- 
ness shall force 

More than your force move us to gentleness. 
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Orl. I almost die for food; and let me have It. His youthful hose well sav’d, a world too wide 
Duke S. Sit down and feed, and welcome to For his shrank shank; and his big manly voice, 
our table. 105 Turning again toward childish treble, pipes 

Orl. Speak you so gently? Pardon me, I pray And whistles in his sound. Last scene of all, 
you: That ends this strange eventful history, 164 

I thought that all things had been savage here. Is second childishness and mere oblivion. 

And therefore put I on the countenance to8 Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans every- 


Of stem commandment But whate'er you are 
That in this desert inaccessible. 

Under the shade of melancholy boughs. 

Lose and neglect the creeping hours of time; m 
If ever you have look’d on better days. 

If ever been where bells have knoll’d to church, 
If ever sat at any good man’s feast 
If ever from your eyelids wip'd a tear, ns 
And know wbat ’tis to pity, and be pitied. 

Let gentleness my strong enforcement be: 

In the which hope I blush, and hide my sword. 


thing. 

Re-enter Orlando, with adam. 

Duke S. Welcome. Set down your venerable 
burden. 

And let him feed. 

Orl. 1 thank you most for him. 168 

Adam. So had you need: 

I scarce can speak to thank you for myself. 
Duke S. Welcome; fall to: I will not trouble 
you 171 


UlC TV 4SAVA4 A. IllUOll, UUU 1UUK 9HVIUa A . , . • . r . 

Duke S. True is it that we have seen better £s yet, to question you about your fortunes. 


days, wo 

And have with holy bell been knoD’d to church, 
And sat at good men’s feasts, and wip’d our 
eyes 

Of drops that sacred pity hath engender’d; 
And therefore sit you down in gentleness W4 
And take upon command what help we have 
That to your wanting may be minister’d. 

Orl. Then but forbear your food a little while. 
Whiles, like a doe, I go to find my fawn 128 
And give it food. There is an old poor man. 
Who after me hath many a weary step 
Limp’d in pure love: till he be first suffic'd. 
Oppress’d with two weak evils, age and hunger, 
I will not touch a bit. 

Duke S. Go find him out, 233 

And we will nothing waste till you return. 

Orl. I thank ye; and be bless’d for your good 
comfort I 

Duke S. Thou seest we are not all alone un¬ 
happy: 136 

This wide and universal theatre 
Presents more woful pageants than the scene 
Wherein we play in. 

Jaq. All the world’s a stage, 

And all the men and women merely players: 
They have their exits and their entrances; 141 
And one man in his time plays many parts, 
His acts being seven ages. At first the infant. 


Give us some music; and, good cousin, sing. 


SONQ 


Ami. 


r?« 


Blow, blow, thou winter wind, 

Thou art not so unkind 
As man’s ingratitude; 

Thy tooth is not *o keen. 

Because thou art not seen, 

Although thy breath be rude. 

Heigh-ho! sin$, heigh-ho! unto the green holly; ifco 
Most friendship is feigning, most loving mere folly. 
Then heigh-ho I the holly! 

This iife is most jolly. 

Freeze, freeze, thou bitter sky, 284 

That dost not bite so nigh 
As benefits forgot: 

Though thou the waters warp, 

Thy sting is not so sharp 188 

As friend remember'd not. 


igh-ho! sin$, heigh-ho! unto the green holly: 
jst friendship is feigning, most loving mere folly. 


Heigh -1 
Most " 


Then heigh-ho! the holly! 
* ■» life is 1 


19a 


This life is most jolly. 

Duke S. If that you were the good Sir Row* 
land's son, 

As you have whisper’d faithfully you were, 
And as mine eye doth his effigies witness 196 
Most truly limn’d and living in your face, 

Be truly welcome hither: I am the duke 
That lov’d your father: the residue of your 

_ _ _„_____ fortune. 

Mewling and puking in the nurse’s arms. 144 Go to my cave and tell me. Good old man, 200 
And then the whining school-boy, with his Thou art right welcome as thy master is, 


Support him by the arm. Give me your hand, 
And let me all your fortunes understand. 

{Exeunt. 


satchel. 

And shining morning face, creeping like snail 
Unwillingly to school. And then the lover, 

Sighing like furnace, with a woful ballad 148 
Made to his mistress’ eyebrow. Then a soldier, 

Full of strange oaths, and bearded like the pard, 

Jealous in honour, sudden and quick in quarrel. 

Seeking the bubble reputation 252 

Even in the cannon's mouth. And then the 
justice, 

In fair round belly with good capon lin'd, 

With eyes severe, and beard of formal cut, — ....... . . 

FuU of wise saws and modem instances; >56 But were I not the ^ttOTpartmade mercy, 
And so he plays his part The sixth age shifts I should not seek an absent argument 

Inin 4 L. 1 * ja um jnMM 1 f\t-m ir Mvonow fknn nr**#»yit Huf lnnlr 

«Jto the lean and slipper'd pantaloon, 


act in 

Scene I. —A Room in the Palace. 

Enter duke Frederick, Oliver, Lords, and 
Attendants. 

Duke F. Hot seen him since! Sir, sir, that 
cannot be: 


Of my revenge, thou present Skit look to it: 4 


With s^taclMon noM and pouch on side, is* Find out thy brother, wheresoe’er he is; 
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Seek him with candle; bring him, dead or living. 
Within thil twelvemonth, oi turn thou no more 
To geek a living in our territory. * 

Thy lands and all things that thou dost call 
thine 

Worth seizure, do we seize into our hands. 
Till thou canst quit thee by thy brother’s mouth 
Of what we think against thee. is 

OH. O that your highness knew my heart in 
this! 

I never lov’d my brother in my life. 

Duke F. More villain thou. Well, push him 
out of doors; 

And let my officers of such a nature 16 
Make an extent upon his house and lands. 
Do this expediently and turn him going. 

[Exeunt. 


Scene n. —The Forest t>/ Arden. 

Enter oiulando, with a paper. 

Orl. Hang there, my verse, in witness of my 
love^ 

And thou, thrice^rowned queen of night, 
survey 

With thy chaste eye, from thy pale sphere above. 
Thy huntress’ name, that my full life doth 
sway. 4 

O Rosalind! these trees shall be my books. 
And in their barks my thoughts I'U character, 
That every eye, which In this forest looks, 
Shall see thy virtue witness’d everywhere. 8 
Run, run, Orlando: carve on every tree 
The fair, the chaste, and unexpressive she. 

[Exit. 


Enter cams and touchstone. 

Cor. And how like you this shepherd’s life. 
Master Touchstone? n 

Touch. Truly, shepherd, in respect of itself, 
it is a good life; but in respect that it is a shep¬ 
herd’s life, it is naught. In respect that it is 
solitary, I like it very well; but m respect that 
it is private, it is a very vile life. Now, in respect 
it is in the fields, it pleaseth me well; but in 
respect it is not in the court, it is tedious. As 
it u a spare life, look you, it fits my humour 
well: but as there is no more plenty in it, it goes 
much against my stomach. Hastany philosophy 
in thee, shepherd? 23 

Cor. No more but that I know the more one 
sickens the worse at ease he is; and that he that 
wants money, means, and content, is without 
three good friends; that the property of rain is 
to wet, and fire to burn; that good pasture 
makes fist sheep, and that a great cause of the 
night is lack of the sun; that he that hath 
learned no wit by nature nor art may com- 
gjatnaf good breeding, or comes of a very dull 

Touch. Such a one is a natural philosopher. 
Wast ever in court, shepherd? 

Car. No, truly. 36 

Touch. Then thou art damned. 

Car. Nay, I hope. 


Touch. Truly, thou an damned like an ill- 
toasted egg, all on one side. 40 

Cor. For not being at court? Your reason. 
Touch. Why, if thou never wast at court, thou 
never sa west good manners; if thou never sawest 
good manners, then thy manners must be wick¬ 
ed ; and wickedness is sin, and sin is damnation. 
Thou an in a parlous state, shepherd. 46 
Cor. Not a whit, Touchstone: those that are 
good maimers at the court, are as ridiculous in 
the country as the behaviour of the country is 
most mockable at the court You told me you 
salute not at the court, but you kiss your hands; 
that courtesy would be uncleanly if courtiers 
were shepherds. 33 

Touch. Instance, briefly; come, instance. 
Cor. Why, we are still handling our ewes, and 
their fells, you know, are greasy. 36 

Touch. Why, do not your courtier's hands 
sweat? and is not the grease of a mutton as 
wholesome as the sweat of a man? Shallow, 
shallow. A better instance, I say; come. 60 
Cor. Besides, our hands are hard. 

Touch. Your lips will feel them the sooner: 
shallow again. A more sounder instance; come. 

Cor. And they are often tarred over with the 
surgery of our sheep; and would you have us 
kiss tar? The courtier’s hands are oerfbined 
with civet. *7 

Touch. MostshallowmaniThouworms-meat, 
in respect ofa good piece of flesh, indeed! Learn 
of the wise, and perpend: civet is of a baser 
birth than tar, the very uncleanly flux of a cat 
Mend the instance, shepherd. 72 

Cor. You have too courtly a wit for me: Ill 
rest. 

Touch. Wilt thou rest damned? God help 
thee, shallow man 1 God make incision in thee I 
thou art raw. 77 

Cor. Sir, I am a true labourer: I earn that I 
eat, get that 1 wear, owe no man hate, envy no 
man's happiness, glad of other men’s good, con¬ 
tent with my harm; and the greatest of my pride 
is to see my ewes graze and my iambs suck. Ss 
Touch. That is another simple sin in you, to 
bring the ewes and the rams together, and to 
offer to get your living by the copulation of 
cattle; to be bawd to a bell-wether, and to be¬ 
tray a she-lamb of a twelvemonth to a crooked- 
pa ted, old, cuckoldy ram, out of all reasonable 
match. If thou be’st not damned for this, the 
devil himself will have no shepherds: I cannot 
see else how thou shouldst ’scape. 

Cor. Here comes young Master Ganymede, 
my new mistress’s brother. »3 


Enter kosaumd, reading a paper. 
Eos. From the east to western Ind, 

No jewel ii like Rosalind. 

Her worth, being mounted on the wind. 
Through all the world bean Rosalind. 
AS the pictures Surest lin'd 
Are but black to Rosalind. 

Let no Acs be kept in mind. 

But the Air of Rosalind. 


9 1 

too 



SCENT C] 


229 


AS YOU LIKE IT 


cepted: it is the right butter-women's rank to 
market 103 

Ros. Out, fool! 

Touch. For a taste:— 


If a hart do lack a hind, I0 8 

Let him seek out Rosalind. 

If the cat will after kind. 

So be sure will Rosalind. 

Winter-garments must be lin’d, u 2 

So must slender Rosalind. 

They that reap must sheaf and bind. 

Then to cart with Rosalind. 

Sweetest nut hath sourest rind, 116 

Such a nut is Rosalind. 

He that sweetest rose will find 
Must find love’s prick and Rosalind. 

This is the very false gallop of verses: why do 
you infect yourself with them? m 

Ros. Peace! you dull fool: 1 found them on 
a tree. 

Touch. Truly, the tree yields bad fruit. 124 
Ros. I’ll graff it with you, and then I shall 
graff it with a medlar: then it will be the earliest 
fruit i’ the country: for you’ll be rotten ere you 
be half ripe, and that 's the right virtue of the 
medlar. 129 

Touch. Y ou have said; but whether wisely or 
no, let the forest judge. 


Enter celia, reading a paper. 

Ros. Peace! 132 

Here comes my sister, reading: stand aside. 

Cel. Why should this a desert be? 

For it is unpeopled? No; 

Tongues I’ll hang on every tree, 136 

That shall civil sayings show. 

Some, how brief the life of man 
Runs his erring pilgrimage. 

That the strerching of a span 14c 

Buckles in his sum of age; 

Some, of violated vows 
Twixt the souls of friend and friend: 

But upon the fairest boughs, 144 

Or at every sentence’ sod. 

Will I Rosalinda write; 

Teaching all that read to know 
The quintessence of every sprite 148 

Heaven would in little show. 

Therefore Heaven Nature charg’d 
That one body should be fill’d 
With all graces wide enlarg’d: 152 

Nature presently distiU'd 
Helen’s cheek, but not her heart, 

Cleopatra’s majesty, 

Atalanta’s better part, 156 

Sad Lucretia’s modesty. 

Thus Rosalind of many parts 
By heavenly synod was devis’d 
Of many faces, eyes, and hearts, 160 

To have the touches dearest priz’d. 

Heaven would that she these gifts should have. 
And I to live and die her slave. 


Ros. O most gentle pulpiter! what tedious 
homily of love have you wearied yourparishion- 
:rs withal, and never cried, * Have patience, good 
Jeople!’ 

Cel. How now! back, friends! Shepherd, go 
oua little: go with him, sirrah. 169 

Touch. Come, shepherd, let us make an ho¬ 


nourable retreat; though not with bag and bag¬ 
gage, yet with scrip and scrippage. 172 

{Exeunt COR1N and TOUCHSTONE. 
Cel. Didst thou hear these verses? 

Ros. O, yes, 1 heard them all, and more too; 
for some of them had in them more feet than 
the verses would bear. 176 

Cel. That’s no matter: the feet might bear 
the verses. 

Ros. Ay, but the feet were lame, and could 
not bear themselves without the verse, and 
therefore stood lamely in the verse. i8t 

Cel. But didst thou hear without wondering, 
how thy name should be hanged and carved 
upon these trees? 184 

Ros. 1 was seven of the nine days out of the 
wonder before you came; for look here what I 
found on a palm-tree: I was never so be-rimed 
since Pythagoras' time, that I was an Irish rat, 
which I can hardly remember. >89 

Cel. Trow you who hath done this? 

Ros. Is it a man? 

Cel. And a chain, that you once wore, about 
bis neck. Change you colour? 193 

Ros. I prithee, who? 

Cel. O Lord, Lord! it is a hard matter for 
friends to meet; but mountains may be removed 
with earthquakes, and so encounter. 197 

Ros. Nay, but who is it? 

Cel. Is it possible? 

Ros. Nay, I pritheenow, with most petitionary 
vehemence, tell me who it is. 201 

Cel. O wonderful, wonderful, and most won¬ 
derful wonderful! and yet again wonderful! and 
after that, out of all whooping! 204 

Ros. Good my complexion! dost thou think, 
though I am caparison’d like a man, 1 have a 
doublet and hose in my disposition? One inch 
of delay more is a South-sea of discovery; I 
prithee, tell me who is it quickly, and speak 
apace. I would thou couldst stammer, that thou 
mightst pour this concealed man out of thy 
mouth, as wine comes out of a narrow-mouth’d 
bottle; either too much at once, or none at all. 
I prithee, take the cork out of thy mouth, that 
I may drink thy tidings. 

Cel. So you may put a man in your belly. 216 
Ros. Is he of God’s making? What manner 
of man? Is his head worth a hat, or his chin 
worth a beard? 

Cel. Nay, he hath but a little beard. 22a 
Ros. Why, God will send more, if the man 
will be thankful. Let me stay the growth of his 
beard, if thou delay me not the knowledge of his 
chin. 224 

Cel. It is young Orlando, that tripped up the 
wrestler’s heels and your heart both, in an instant. 

Ros. Nay, but the devil take mocking: speak, 
sad brow and true maid. 22a 

Cel. I’ faith, coz, 'til he. 

Ros. Orlando? 

Cel. Orlando. 

Ros. Alas the day! what shall I do with my 
doublet and hose? What did he when thou 
rawest him? What said he? How looked he? 
Wherein went he? What makes he here? Did 
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he ask for me? Where remains he? How parted 
he with thee, and when shall thou see him 
again? Answer me in one word. 238 

Cel. You must borrow me Gargantua’s mouth 
first: *tis a word too great for any mouth of this 
age's size. To say ay and no to these particulars 
is more than to answer in a catechism. 242 
Ros. But doth he know that I am in this 
forestandinman’sapparel? Looks he as freshly 
as he did the day he wrestled? 24s 

Cel. It is as easy to count atomies as to 
resolve the propositions of a lover: but take a 
taste of my finding him, and relish it with good 
observance. I found turn under a tree, like a 
dropped acorn. 

Ros. It may well be called love’s tree, when 
it drops forth such fruit. 232 

Cel. Give me audience, good madam. 

Ros. Proceed. 

Cel. There lay he, stretch’d along like a 
wounded knight. 236 

Ros. Though it be pity to see such a sight, 
it well becomes the ground. 

Cel. Cry ‘holla 1 ’ to thy tongue, I prithee: it 
curvets unseasonably. He was furnish’d like a 
hunter. 261 

Ros. O, ominous! he comes to kill my heart. 
Cel. I would sing my song without a burthen: 
thou bringest me out of tune. 264 

Ros. Do you no t know I am a woman ? when 
I think, I must speak. Sweet, say on. 

Cel. You bring me out. Soft I comes he not 
here? 268 

Ros. Tia he: slink by, and note him. 

Enter ORLANDO and JAQUSS. 

Jag. I thank you for your company; but, 
good faith, I had as lief have been myself alone. 

Orl. And so had I; but yet, for fashion’sake, 
I thank you too for your society. 273 

Jag. God be wi’ you: let's meet as little as 
we can. 

Orl, I do desire we may be better strangers. 
Jag. I pray you, mar no more trees with 
writing love-songs in their barks, 

Orl. I pray you mar no more of my verses 
with reading them ill-favouredly. 280 

Jag. Rosalind is your love’s name? 

Orl. Yes, just. 

Jag. I do not like her name. 

Orl. There was no thought of pleasing you 
when she was christened. 283 

Jag. What stature is the of? 

Orl. Just as high as my heart. 

Jag. You are full of pretty answers. Have 
you not been acquainted with goldsmiths’ wives, 
and conn’d them out of rings? 

Orl. Not so; but I answer you right painted 
cloth, from whence you have studied your ques¬ 
tions. 293 

Jag. You have a nimble wit: I think 'twas 
made of Atalanta’s heels. Will you sit down 
with me? and we two will rail against our mis¬ 
tress die world, and all our misery. 297 

Orl. I will chide no breather in the world but 
myself; against whom I know most faults. 


(act m 

Jag. The worst fault you have is to be in 
love. 30X 

Orl. ’Tis a fault I will not change for your 
best virtue. I am weary of you. 

Jag. By my troth, I was seeking for a fool 
when I found you. 305 

Orl. He is drowned in the brook: look but in, 
and you shall see him. 

Jag. There I shall see mine own figure. 308 
Orl. Which I take to be either a fool or a 
cipher. 

Jag. I’ll tarry no longer with you. Farewell, 
good Signior Love. 312 

Orl. I am glad of your departure. Adieu, 
good Monsieur Melancholy. [Exit jaques. 

Ros. I will speak to him like a saucy lackey, 
and under that habit play the knave with him. 
Do you hear, forester? 317 

Orl. Very well: what would you? 

Ros. I pray you, what is’t o’clock ? 

Orl. You should ask me, what time o’ day; 
there’s no clock in the forest. 321 

Ros. Then there is no true lover in the forest; 
else sighing every minute and groaning every 
hour would detect the lazy foot of Time as well 
as a clock. 323 

Orl. And why not the swift foot of Time? 
had not that been as proper? 

Ros. By no means, sir. Time travels in 
divers paces with divers persons. I’ll tell you 
whoTime ambles withal, whoTime trots withal, 
who Time gallops withal, and who he stands 
still withal. 332 

Orl. I prithee, who doth he trot withal? 
Ros. Marry, he trots hard with a young maid 
between the contract of her marriage and the 
day it is solemnized; if the interim be but a 
se’nnight. Time’s pace is so hard that it seems 
the length of seven year. 338 

Orl. Who ambles Time withal? 

Ros. With a priest that lacks Latin, and a 
rich man that bath not the gout; for the one 
sleeps easily because he cannot study, and the 
other lives merrily because he feels no pain; 
the one lacking the burden of lean and waste¬ 
ful learning, the other knowing no burden 
of heavy tedious penury. These Time ambles 
withal. 

Orl. Who doth he gallop withal? 348 

Ros. With a thief to the gallows: for though 
he go as softly as foot can fall he thinks himself 
too soon there. 

Orl. Who stays it still withal? 332 

Ros. With lawyers in the vacation; for they 
sleep between term and term, and then they per¬ 
ceive not how Time moves. 

Orl. Where dwell you, pretty youth? 336 
Ros. With this shepherdess, my sister; here 
in the skirts of the forest, like fringe upon a 
petticoat 

Orl. Are you native of this place ? 360 

_ Ros. As the cony, that you see dwell where 
she is kindled. 

Orl. Your accent is something finer than you 
could purchase in so removed a dwelling. 384 
Ros. I have been told so ofmany: but indeed 
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an old religious uncle of mine taught me to 
speak, who was in his youth an inland man; 
one that knew courtship too well, for there he 
fell in love. I have heard him read many 
lectures against it; and X thank God, I am not 
a woman, to be touched with so many giddy 
offences as he hath generally taxed their whole 
sex withal. 373 

Orl. Can you remember any of the principal 
evils that he laid to the charge of women? 

Ros. There were none principal; they were 
all like one another as half-pence are; every one 
fault seeming monstrous till his fellow fault 
came to match it. 

Orl. I prithee, recount some of them. 380 
Ros. No, I will not cast away my physic, but 
on those that are sick. There is a man haunts 
the forest, that abuses our young plants with 
carving ‘Rosalind’ on their barks; hangs odes 
upon hawthorns, and elegies on brambles; all, 
forsooth, deifying the name of Rosalind: if I 
could meet tlia t fa ncy-monger, 1 would give him 
some good counsel, for he seems to have the 
quotidian of love upon him. 389 

Orl. X am he that is so lovc-shaked. I pray 
you, tell me your remedy. 

Ros. There is none of my uncle’s marks upon 
you: he taught me how to know a man in love; 
in which cage of rushes I am sure you are not 
prisoner. 

Orl. What were his marks? 396 

Ros. A lean cheek, which you have not; a 
blue eye and sunken, which you have not; an 
unquestionable spirit, which you have not; a 
beard neglected, which you have not: but I 
pardon you for that, for, simply, your having in 
beard is a younger brother s revenue. Then, 
your hose should be ungartered, your bonnet 
unbanded, your sleeve unbuttoned, your shoe 
untied, and everything about you demonstrating 
a careless desolation. But you are no such man: 
you are rather point-device in your accoutre¬ 
ments ; as loving yourself than seeming the lover 
of any other. 409 

Orl. Fair youth, I would I could make thee 
believe I love. 

Ros. Me believe it i you may as soon make her 
that you love believe it; which, I warrant, she is 
apter to do than to confess she does; that is 
one of the points in the which women still give 
the lie to their consciences. But, in good sooth, 
are you he that hangs the verses on the trees, 
wherein Rosalind is so admired? 

Orl, I swear to thee, youth, by the white 
hand of Rosalind, I am that he, that unfor¬ 
tunate he. 421 

Ros. But are you so much in love as your 
rimes speak? 

Orl. Neither rime nor reason can express 
how much. 42J 

Ros. have is merely a madness, and, I tell 
you, deserves as well a dark house and a whip 
as madmen do; and the reason why they are 
not so punished and cured is, that the lunacy is 
■o ordinary that the whippets are In love too. 
Yet X profess curing it by counsel. 


Orl. Did you ever cure any so? 432 

Ros. Yes, one; and in this manner. He was 
to imagine me his love, his mistress; and I set 
him every day to woo me: at which time would 
I, being but a moonish youth, grieve, be effemi¬ 
nate, changeable, longing and liking; proud, 
fantastical, apish, shallow, inconstant, full of 
tears, full of smiles, for every passion something, 
and for no passion truly anything, as boys and 
women are, for the most part, cattle of this 
colour; would now like him, now loathe him; 
then entertain him, then forswear him; now 
weep for him, then spit at him; that I drave my 
suitor from his mad humour of love to a living 
humour of mad ness, which was, to forswear the 
full stream of the world, and to live in a nook 
merely monastic. And thus I cured him; and 
this way will I take upon me to wash your liver 
as clean as a sound sheep's heart, that there 
shall not be one spot of love in’t. 

Orl. I would not be cured, youth. 45 * 
Ros. I would cure you, if you would but call 
me Rosalind, and come every day to my cote 
and woo me. 

Orl. Now, by the faith of my love, I will: tell 
me where it is. 4 S 7 

Ros. Go with me to it and I’ll show it you; 
and by the way you shall tell me where in the 
forest you live. Will you go? 460 

Orl. With ail my heart, good youth. 

Ros. Nay,youmustcailmeRosalind. Come, 
sister, will you go ? [Exeunt. 


Scene HI.— Another Part of the Forest. 

Enter touchstone and Audrey; jaques 
behind. 

Touch. Come apace, good Audrey: I will 
fetch up your goats, Audrey. And how, Audrey ? 
am I the man yet ? doth my simple feature con¬ 
tent you? 4 

Aud. Your features! Ixjrd warrant us! what 
features? 

Touch. I am here with thee and thy goats, 
as the most capricious poet, honest Ovid, was 
among the Goths. 9 

Jag. [Aside. ]0 knowledge ill-inhabited, worse 
than Jove in a thatch’d house! 

Touch. When a man’s verses cannot be under¬ 
stood, nor a man’s good wit seconded with the 
forward child Understanding, it strikes a man 
more dead than a great reckoning in a little 
room. Truly, I would the gods had made thee 
poetical. J 7 

Aud. I do not know what ‘poetical’ is. Is 
it honest in deed and word? Is it a true 
thing? , 20 

Touch. No, truly, for the truest poetry is the 
most feigning; and lovers are given to poetry, 
and what they swear in poetry may be said as 
lovers they do feign. . , *4 

Aud. I)o you wish then that the gods had 
made me poetical? 

Touch. 1 do, truly; for thou sweanst tome 
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thou art honest: now, if thou wert a poet, I 
might have some hope thou didst feign. 29 
Aud. Would you not have me honest? 
Touch. No, truly, unless thou wert hard- 
favour’d; for honesty coupled to beauty is to 
have honey a sauce to sugar. 33 

Jag. [Aside.) A material fool. 

Aud. Well, I am not fair, and therefore I 
pray the gods make me honest. 36 

Touch. Truly, and to cast away honesty upon 
a foul slut were to put good meat into an un¬ 
clean dish. 

Aud. I am not a slut, though I thank the gods 
I am foul. 41 

Touch. Well, praised be the gods for thy foul¬ 
ness ! sluttishness may come hereafter. But be it 
as it may be, I will marry thee; and to that end 
I have been with Sir Oliver Martext, the vicar 
of the next village, who hath promised to meet 
me in this place of the forest, and to couple us. 
Jag. [Aside.] I would fain see this meeting. 
Aud. Well, the gods give us joyl 49 

Touch. Amen. A man may. if he were of a 
fearful heart, stagger in this attempt; for here 
we have no temple but the wood, no assembly 
but horn-beasts. But what though? Courage! 
As horns arc odious, they ate necessary. It is 
said,' many a man knows no end of his goods; ’ 
right; many a man has good horns, and knows 
no end of them. Well, that is the dowry of his 
wife; ’tis none of hi3 own getting. Horns? 
Even so. Poor men alone? No, no; the noblest 
deer hath them as huge as the rascal. Is the 
single man therefore blessed? No: as a walled 
town is more worthier than a village, so is tho 
forehead of a married man more honourable 
than the bare brow of a bachelor; and by how 
much defence is better than no skill, by so much 
is a horn more precious thau to want. Here 
comes Sir Oliver. 67 

Enter SIR OLIVES MARTEXT. 

Sir Oliver Martext, you are well met: will you 
dispatch us here under this tree, or shall we go 
with you to your chapel? 

Sir Oli. Is there none here to give the 
woman? 72 

Touch. I will not take her on gilt of any 
man. 

Sir Oli. Truly, she must be given, or the mar¬ 
riage is not lawful. 76 

Jag. {Coming forward.] Proceed, proceed: 
I’ll giye her. 

JoacA. Good even, good Master What-ye- 
call’t: how do you, sir? You are very well met; 
God 'ild you for your last company: I am very 
glad to see you: even a toy in hand here, sir: 
nay, pray be covered. 

Jag. Will you be married, motley? 84 
Touch. As the ox hath his bow, sir, the horse 
Ms curb, and the falcon her bells, so man hath 
his desires; and as pigeons bill, so wedlock 
would be nibbling. 88 

Tag. And win you, being a man of your 
breeding, be married under a bush, like a 
beggar? Get you to church, and have a good 


priest that can tell you what marriage is: this 
fellow will but Join yon together as they join 
wainscot; then one of you will prove a shrunk 
panel, and like green timber, warp, warp. 93 
Touch. {Aside.] I am not in the mind but I 
were better to be married of him than of an¬ 
other : for he is not like to marry me well, and 
not being well married, it will be a good excuse 
for me hereafter to leave my wife. 100 

Jag. Go thou with me, and let me counsel thee. 
Touch. Come, sweet Audrey: 

We must be married, or we must liye in bawdry. 
Farewell, good Master Oliver: not 104 

O sweet Oliver? 

O brave Olivei! 

I .cave ms not behind thee: 

but.— ros 

Wind no-ay. 

Begone, 1 say, 

I wil] not to wedding with thee. 

[Exeunt jaques, touchstone, and Audrey. 
Sir Oli. ’Tis no matter: ne’er a fantastical 
knave of them all shall flout me out of my call¬ 
ing. [Exit. 


SCENE IV.— Another Part of the Forest. 

Enter Rosalind and celia. 

Ros. Never talk to me: I will weep. 

Cel. Do, I prithee; but yet have the grace to 
consider that tears do not become a man. 

Ros. But have I not cause to weep? 4 
Cel. As good cause as one would desire; 
therefore weep. 

Ros. His very halrisofthedissemblingcolour. 
Cel. Something browner than Judas’s ;marry, 
his kisses are Judas’s own children. 9 

Ros. I* faith, his hair is of a good colour. 
Cel. An excellent colour: your chcsnut was 
ever the only colour. 12 

Ros. And his kissing is as full of sanctity as 
the touch of holy bread. 

Cel. He hath bought a pair of cast Bps of 
Diana: a nun of winter’s sisterhood kisses not 
more religiously; thevery ice of chastity is in them. 

Ros. But why did he swear he would come 
this morning, and comes not? 

Cel. Nay, certainly, there is no truth in him. 
Ros. Do you think so? 21 

Cel. Yes: I think he is not a pick-purse nor a 
horse-stealer; but for his verity in love, I do 
think him as concave as a covered goblet or a 
worm-eaten nut. 25 

Ros. Not true in love? 

Cel. Yes, when he is in; but I think he is 
not in. 28 

Ros. You have heard him swear downright 
he was. 

Cel. • Was ‘ is not ’ is: * besides, the oath of a 
lover is no stronger than the word of a tapster; 
they are both the confirmers of false reckonings. 
He attends here in the forest on the duke your 
father. 33 

Ros. I met the duke yesterday and had much 
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question with him. He asked me of what Which I have darted at thee, hurt thee not. 
parentage I was; I told him, of as good as he; Nor, I am sure, there is no force in eyes 
so he laughed, and let me go. But what talk we That can do hurt, 
of Cithers, when there is such a mac as Orlando? Sil. C* dear Phebe, 

Cel. O, that’s a brave man! he writes brave If ever,—as that ever may be near,— 38 

verses, speaks brave words, sweats brave oaths. You meet in some fresh cheek the power of 
and breaks them bravely, quite traverse, athwart fancy, 

the heart of his lover; as a puisny tilter, that Then shall you know the wounds invisible 
spurs his horse but on one side, breaks his staff That love’s keen arrows make, 
lie a noble goose. But all's brave that youth Phe. But, till that time 

mounts and folly guides. Who comes here? Come not thou near me; and, when that time 


Enter CORES. 

Cor. Mistress and master, you have oft in¬ 
quir'd 48 

After the shepherd that complain'd of love, 
Who you saw sitting by me on the turf. 
Praising the proud disdainful shepherdess 
That was his mistress. 

Cel. Well, and what of him? 52 

Cor. If you will see a pageant truly play’d, 
Between the pale complexion of true love 
And the red glow of scorn and proud disdain. 
Go hence a little, and 1 shall conduct you, 36 
If you will mark it. 

Kos. O! come, let us remove: 

The sight of lovers feedeth those in love. 
Bring us to this sight, and you shall say 
I'll prove a busy actor in their play. [Exeunt. 

Scene V .—Another Part of the Forest. 
Enter silvius and PHEBE. 

Sil. Sweet Phebe, do not scorn me; do not, 
Phebe: 

Say that you love me not, but say not so 
In bitterness. The common executioner, 
Whose heart the accustom’d sight of death 
makes hard, 4 

Falls not the axe upon the humbled neck 
But first begs pardon: will you sterner be 
Than he that dies and lives by bloody drops? 

Enter rosaund, ceua, and cores, behind. 


comes, 32 

Afflict me with thy mocks, pity me not; 

As, till that time I shall not pity thee. 
kos. 1 Advancing .] And why, I pray yon? 
Who might be your mother. 

That you insult, exult, and all at once, 36 
Over the wretched ? What though you have no 
beauty,— 

As by my faith, I see no more in vou 
Than without candle may go dark to bed,— 
Must you be therefore proud and pitiless? 40 
Why, what means this? Why do you look on 
me? 

I see no more in you than in the ordinary 
Of nature's sale-work. Od’s my little life! 

I think she means to tangle my eyes too. 44 
No, faith, proud mistress, hope not after it: 
Tis not your inky brows, your black silk hair , 
Your bugle eyeballs, nor your cheek of cream. 
That can entame my spirits to your worship. 48 
You foolish shepherd, wherefore do you follow 
her. 

Like foggy south puffing with wind and rain? 
You are a thousand times a properer man 
Than she a woman: ’tis such fools as you 52 
That make the world full of JU-favour'd child¬ 
ren: 

Tis not her glass, but you, that flatten her; 
And out of you she sees herself more proper 
Than any of her lineaments can show her. 36 
But, mistress, know yourself: down on your 
knees, 

And thank heaven, fasting, for a good man’s 
love: 


Phe. I would not be thy executioner: 8 

I fly thee, for I would not injure thee. 

Thou tell’st me there is murder in mine eye: 
Tis pretty, sure, and very probable, 

That eyes, that are the frail’st and softest 
things, 12 

Who shut their coward gates on atomies, 
Should be call’d tyrants, butchers, murderers! 
Now I do frown on thee with all my heart; 
And, if mine eyes can wound, now let them kill 
thee; *8 

Now co unterfelt to swound; why now fall down; 
Or, if thou canst not, O! for shame, for shame. 
Lie not, to say mine eyes are murderers. 

Now show the wound mine eye hath made in 
thee; 

Scratch thee but with a pin, and there remains 
Some scar of it, lean but upon a rush. 

The cicatrice and capable impressure 
Thy palm some moment keeps; but now mine 
eyes, *4 


For I must tell you friendly in your ear, 

Sell when you can; you are net lot all markets. 
Cry the man mercy; love liim; take his offer: 61 
Foul is most foul, being foul to be a scoffer. 
So take her to thee, shepherd. Fare you well. 
Phe. Sweet youth, I pray you, chide a year 
together: <4 

I had rather hear you chide than this man woo, 
Ros. He's fallen in love with her foulness, and 
she'll fall in love with my anger. If it be so, as 
fast as she answers thee with frowning looks, I’U 
sauce her with bitter words. Why look you so 
upon me? 

Phe. For no ill will I bear you. 

Ros. 1 pray you, do not fall in love with me. 
For I am falser than vows made in wine: 73 
Besides, I like you not. If you will know my 
house, 

Tis at the tuft of olives here hard by. 

Will you go, sister? Shepherd, ply her hard. 75 
Come, sister. Shepherdess, look on him better. 
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And be not proud: though all the world could And, now I am remember'd, scorn’d at me. 


see. 

None could be so abus’d in sight as he. 

Come, to our flock. So 

IExeunt ROSALIND, CELIA, and CORIN. 
Phe. Dead shepherd, now I And thy saw of 
might: 

‘Who ever lov’d that lov’d not at first sight?’ 
Sil. Sweet Phebe,— 

Phe. Hal what sayst thou, Silvius? 

Sil. Sweet Phebe, pity me. 84 

Phe. Why, I am sorry for thee, gentle Silvius. 
Sil. Wherever sorrow is, relief would be: 

If you do sorrow at my grief in love. 

By giving love your sorrow and my grief 88 
Were both extermin’d. 

Phe. Thou bast my love: is not that neigh¬ 
bourly? 

Sil. I would have you. 

Phe. Why, that were covetousness. 

Silvius, the time was that I hated thee; 92 
And yet it is not that I bear thee love: 

But since that thou canst talk of love so well. 
Thy company, which erst was irksome to me, 
I will endure, and I’ll employ thee too; »S 
But do not look for further recompense 
Than thine own gladness that thou art employ’d. 

Sil. So holy and so perfect is my love. 

And I in such a poverty of grace, too 

That I shall think it a most plenteous crop 
To glean the broken ears after the man 
That the main harvest reaps: loose now and 
then 

A scatter’d smile, and that I’ll live upon. 104 
Phe. Know’st thou the youth that spoke to 
me erewhile? 

Sil. Not very well, but I have met him oil; 
And he hath bought the cottage and the bounds 
That the old carlot once was master of. 108 

Phe. Think not I love him, though I ask for 
him. 

Tis but a peevish boy; yet he talks well; 

But what care I for words? yet words do well. 
When he that speaks them pleases those that 
hear. 212 

It is a pretty youth: not very pretty: 

But, sure, he's proud; and yet his pride be¬ 
comes him: 

HeU make a proper man: the best thing in him 
Is his complexion; and faster than his tongue 
Did make offence his eye did heal it up. 117 
He is not very tall; yet for his yean he’s tall: 
His leg is but so so; and yet ’tis well: 

There was a pretty redness in his lip, 120 
A little riper and more lusty red 
Than that mix’d in his cheek; *twas Just the 
difference 

Betwixt the constant red and mingled damask. 
There be some women, Silvius, had they mark’d 
him 124 

In parcels as I did. would have gone near 
To fall in love with him: but, for my part, 

I hive him not nor hate Urn not; and yet 
Have more cause to hate Him than to love him: 
For what had he to do to chide at me? 129 
He said rrineeyes were Nadr and my hair black; 


I marvel why I answer’d not again: 132 

But that’s all one; omittance is no quittance. 
I’ll write to him a very taunting letter, 

And thou shalt bear it: wilt thou, Silvius? 

Sil. Phebe, with ail my heart. 

Phe. I’ll write it straight; 

The matter’s in my head and in my heart: 

I will be bitter with him and passing short. 

Go with me, Silvius. [Exeunt. 

ACT IV 

Scene I.— The Forest of Arden. 

Enter Rosalind, cblia, and jaques. 

Jaq. I prithee, pretty youth, let me be better 
acquainted with thee. 

Ros. They say you are a melancholy fellow. 

Jaq. I am so; I do love it better than laugh¬ 
ing. 5 

Ros. Those that are in extremity of either are 
abominable fellows, and betray themselves to 
every modem censure worse than drunkards. 8 

Jaq. Why, ’tis good to be sad and say nothing. 

Ros. Why, then, ’tis good to be a post. 

Jaq. I have neither the scholar’s melancholy, 
which is emulation; nor the musician’s, which is 
fantastical; nor the courtier’s, which is proud; 
nor the soldier’s, which is ambitious; nor the 
lawyer’s, which is politic; nor the lady’s, which is 
nice; nor the lover's, which is all these: but it is 
a melancholy of mine own, compounded of many 
simples, extracted from many objects, and in¬ 
deed the sundry contemplation of my travels, 
which, by often rumination, wraps me in a most 
humorous sadness. 21 

Ros. A traveller! By my faith, you have great 
reason to be sad. I fear you have sold your own 
lands to see other men’s; then, to have seen 
much and to have nothing, is to have rich eyes 
and poor hands. , 26 

Jaq. Yes, I have gained my experience. 

Ros. And your experience makes you sad: I 
had rather have a fool to make me merry than 
experience to make me sad: and to travel for it 
tool 3> 

Enter ORLANDO. 

Orl. Good day, and happiness, dear Rosalind! 

Jaq. Nay then, God be wi’ you, an you talk 
in blank verse. [Exit. 

Ros. Farewell, MonsieurTraveller: look you 
lisp, and wear strange suits, disable all the 
benefits of your own country, be out of love with 
your nativity, and almost chide God for making 
you that countenance you are; or I will scarce 
think you have swam in a gondola. Why, how 
now, Orlando! where have you been all this 
while? You a lover! An you serve me such 
another trick, never come in my sight more. 

Orl. My fair Rosalind, I come within an hour 
of my promise. <s 

Ros. Break an hour’s promise in love! He 
that will divide a minute into a thousand parts, 
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and break but a part of the thousandth part ofa this mind; for, I protest, her frown might kill 
minute in the affaire of love, it may be said of mo. 

him that Cupid hath clapped him o’ the shoulder, Ros. By this hand, it will not kill a fly. But 

but I’ll warrant him heart-whole. come, now I will be your Rosalind in a more 

Orl. Pardon me, dear Rosalipd. so coming-on disposition; and ask me what you 

Ros. Nay, an you be so tardy, come no more will, I will grant it. 
in my sight: 1 had as lief be wooed of a snail. Orl. Then love me, Rosalind. iso 

Orl. Of a snail! Ros. Yes, faith will I, Fridays and Saturdays 

Ros. Ay, of a snail; for though he comes and all. 
slowly, he carries his house on his head; a Orl. And wilt thou have me? 
better jointure, 1 think, than you make a wo¬ 
man: besides, he brings his destiny with him. 

Orl. What’s that? oo 

Ros. Why, horns; that such as you are fain 
to he beholding to your wives for: but he comes 


»4 


Ros. Ay, and twenty such. 

Orl. What sayest thou? 

Ros. Are you not good? 

Orl. 1 hope so. 

_ Ros. Why then, can one desire too much ol 

armed in his fortune and prevents the slander a good thing?—Come, sister, you shall be the 
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of his wife. 64 

Orl. Virtue is no bom-maker; and my Rosa¬ 
lind is virtuous. 

Ros. And I am your Rosalind? 

Cel. It pleases him to call you so; but he 
hath a Rosalind of a better leer than you. 69 
Ros. Come, woo me, woo me; for now I am 
in a holiday humour, and like enough to con¬ 
sent. What would you say to me now, an I 
were your very very Rosalind ? 73 

Orl. 1 would kiss before I spoke. 

Ros. Nay, you were better speak first, and 
when you were gravelled for lack of matter, 
you might take occasion to kiss. Very good 
orators, when they are out, they will spit; and 
for lovers lacking,—God warn us!—matter, the 
cleanliest shift is to kiss. 80 

Orl. How if the kiss be denied? 

Ros. Then she puts you to entreaty, and there 
begins new matter. 

Orl. Who could be out, being before his be¬ 
loved mistress? 85 

Ros. Marry, that should you, if I were your 
mistress; or I should think my honesty ranker 
than my wit. 88 

Orl. What, of my suit? 


priest and marry us.—Give me your hand, Or¬ 
lando. What do you say, sister? 

Orl. Pray Cbee, marry us. 13s 

Cel. I cannot say the words. 

Ros. You must begin,—‘Will you, Orlando,’— 
Cel. Go to.—Will you, Orlando, have to wife 
this Rosalind? 136 

Orl. 1 will. 

Ros. Ay, but when? 

Orl. Why now; as fast as she can marry us. 
Ros. Then you must say, ’I take thee, Ro¬ 
salind, for wife.’ 141 

Orl. I take thee, Rosalind, for wife. 

Ros. I might ask you for your commission; 
but, I do take thee, Orlando, for my husband: 
there’s a girl goes before the priest; and, cer¬ 
tainly, a woman’s thought runs before her ac¬ 
tions. 

Orl. So do all thoughts; they are winged. 148 
Res. Now tell me how long you would have 
her after you have possessed her? 

Or/. For ever and a day. 

Ros. Say'aday,’ without the ‘ever.’ No, no, 
Orlando; men are April when they woo, De¬ 
cember when they wed: maids are May when 
they are maids, but the sky changes when they 


Ros. Not out of your apparel, and yet out of are'wives. I will be more jealous of thee than 


your suit. Am not I your Rosalind? 

Orl. I take some joy to say you are, because 
I would be talking of her. 93 

Ros. Well, in her person I say I will not have 
you. 

Orl. Then in mine own person I die. 9 « 


a Barbary cock-pigeon over his hen; more cla¬ 
morous than a parrot against rain; more new¬ 
fangled than an ape; more giddy in my desires 
than a monkey: 1 will weep for nothing, like 
Diana In the fountain, and I will do that when 
you are disposed to be merry; I will laugh like 
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Ros. No, faith, die by attorney. The po<5r a hyen, and that when thou art inclined to sleep. 


world Is almost six thousand years old, and in 
all this time there was not any man died in his 
own person, videlicet, in a love-cause. Troilus 
had his brains dashed out with a Grecian club; 
yet he did what he could to die before, and he 
is one of the patterns of love. Leander, he would 
have lived many a fair year, though Hero had 
turned mm, if It had not been for a hot mid¬ 
summer night; for, good youth, he went but 
forth to wash him in the Hellespont, and being 
taken with the cramp was drowned; and the 
foolish coroners of that age found it was ‘Hero 
ofSestos.’ But these are all lies: men have died 
•tom time to time, and worms have eaten them, 
but not for love. ns 


Orl, I would not have my right Rosalind of that? 


Orl. But will my Rosalind do so? 164 
Ros. By my life, she will do as I do. 

Orl. O! but she fa wise. .... 
Ros. Or else she could not have the wit to do 
this: the wiser, the waywarder: make the doors 
upon a woman's wit, and it will out at the case¬ 
ment; shut that, and ’twill out at the key-hole; 
stop that, ’twill fly with the smoke out at the 
chimney. . l 7 * 

Orl. A man that hath a wife with such a wit, 
he might say, ‘Wit, whither wilt? . 

Ros. Nay, you might keep that cheat lor it 
till you met your wife s wit going to your neigh¬ 
bour’s bed. 177 

Orl. And what wit could wit have to excuse 
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I los. Many, to say she came to seek you there. 
You shall never take her without her answer, 
unless you take her without her tongue. O! 
that woman that cannot make her fault her 
husband's occasion, let her never muse her child 
herself, for she will breed it like a fool. 18s 
Orl. For these two hours, Rosalind, I will 
leave thee. 

Ros. Alas! dear love, I cannot lack thee two 
hours. 189 

Orl. I must attend the duke at dinner: by 
two o’clock I will be with thee again. 

Ros. Ay, go your ways, go your ways; I knew 
what you would prove, my friends told me as 
much, and I thought no less: that flattering 
tongue of yours won me: 'tis but one cast away, 
and so, come, death! Two o’clock is your hour ? 
Orl. Ay, sweet Rosalind. 197 

Ros. By my troth, and in good earnest, and 
so God mend me, and by all pretty oaths that 
are not dangerous, if you break one jot of your 

r romise or come one minute behind your hour, 
will think you the most patbetical break- 
promise, and the most hollow lover, and the 
most unworthy of her you call Rosalind, that 
may be chosen out of the gross band of the 
unfaithful. Therefore, beware my censure, and 
keep your promise. 

Orl. With no less religion than if thou wert 
indeed my Rosalind: so, adieu. 209 

Ros. Well, Time is the old justice that ex¬ 
amines all such offenders, and let Time try. 
Adieu. I Exit orlando. 

Cel. You have limply misused our sex in your 
love-prate: we must have your doublet anu hose 
plucked over your bead, and show the world 
what the bird hath done to her own nest 216 
Ros. O coz, coz, coz, my pretty little coz, that 
thou didst know how many fathom deep I am in 
love! But itcannoi be sounded: my affection bath 
an unknown bottom, like the bay of Portugal. 

Cel. Or rather, bottomless; that as fast as you 
pour affection In, it runs out. 222 

Ros. No; that same wicked bastard of Venus, 
that was begot of thought, conceived of spleen, 
and bom of madness, that blind rascally boy 
that abuses every one's eyes because bis own 
are out, let him be judge how deep I air. in 
love. I’ll tell thee, Aliena, I cannot be out of 
the tight of Orlando: I’ll go find a shadow and 
sigh till he come. 230 

Cel. And I’ll slew. [Exeunt. 


Scent n .—Another Part of the Forest. 
Enter jaques, Lords, and Foresters. 
lag. Which is he that killed the deer? 

First Lord. Sir, it was I. 

Jag. Let’s present him to the duke, like a 
Roman conqueror, and it would do well to set the 
dear’s boms upon his head for a branch of victory. 
Have you no song, forester, for this purpose? s 
Second Lord. Yet, sir. 

Jag. Sing it: *tis no matter how it be in tune 
eo it make noise enough. 


SONG 

Wha* shall he have that kill’d the deer? 

His leather skin and horns to wear. 

Then sing him home. xa 

[The rest shall bear this burden . 

Take thou no acorn to wear the horn; 

It was a crest ere thou wast born: 

Thy rathcr’s father wore it. 

And thy father bore it: 16 

The horn, the horn, the lusty horn 
Is not a thing to laugh to scorn. 

[Exeunt. 


SCENE HI .—Another Part of the Forest. 

Enter ROSALIND and CELIA. 

Ros. How say you now? Is it not past two 
o’clock? And here much Orlando! 

Cel. I warrant you, with pure love and a 
troubled brain, he hath ta’en his bow and ar¬ 
rows, and is gone forth to sleep. Look, who 
comes here. 


Enter srLvros. 


Sit. My errand is to you, fair youth. 

My gentle Phebe did bid me give you this: 8 
[Giving a letter. 

I know not the contents; but, as I guess 
By the stem brow and waspish action 
Which she did use as she was writing of it, 

It bears on angry tenour: pardon me; 12 
I am but as a guiltless messenger. 

Ros. Patience herself would startle at this 
letter. 

And play the swaggerer: bear this, bear all: 
She says I am not fair; that I lack manners; 16 
She calls me proud, and that she could not love 


Were man as rare as phoenix. ’Od’s my will! 
Her love is not the hare that I do hunt: 

Why writes she *6 to me? Well, shepherd, well, 
This is a letter of your own device. 21 

Sil. No, I protest, I know not the contents: 
Phebe did write it. 

Ros. Come, come, you are a fool. 

And turn’d into the extremity of love. 24 
I saw her hand: the has a leathern hand, 

A freestone-colour’d hand; I verily did think 
That her old gloves were on, but ’twas her hands: 
She has a housewife’s hand; but that’s no 
matter: at 

I say she never did Invent this letter; 

This is a man’s invention, and his hand. 

Sil. Sure, it it hers. 

Ros. Why,’tis a boisterous and a cruel style, 
A style for challengers; why, she defies me, 33 
Like Turk to Christian: woman’s gentle brain 
Could not drop forth such giant-rude inven¬ 
tion. 

Such Etblop words, blacker in their effect 36 
Than in their countenance. Will you hear the 
letter? 

Sil. So please you, for I never heard it yet; 
Yet heard too much of Phebe’t cruelty. 
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Ros. She Phebes me. Mark how the tyrant 
writes, [fleuiij.] 40 

Art thou god to shepherd fum’d. 

That a maiden's heart hath bunt'd? 


Can a woman rail thus? 

Sil. Call you this railing? 44 

Ros. [reads. ] 

Why. thy godhead laid apart, 

Warr'st thou with a woman's heart? 

Did you ever hear such railing? 


Whiles the eye of man did woo me, 48 

That could do no vengeance to me. 

Meaning me a beast. 

If the scorn of your bright eyne 

Have power to raise such love io mine, 52 

Alack! in me what strange effect 

Would they work in mild aspect. 

Whiles you chid me, 1 did iove; 

How then might your prayers movel 56 
He that brings this love to thee 
Little knows this love in me; 

And by him seal up thy mind; 

Whether that thy youth and kind 60 

Will the faithful offer taka 
Of me and all that I can make; 

Or else by him my love deny, 

And then I'll study how to die. 64 


Sil. Can you this chiding? 

Cel. Alas, poor shepherd! 

Ros. Do you pity him? no, he deserves no 
pity. Wilt thou love such a woman? What, to 
make thee an instrument and play false strains 
upon thee! not to be endured! Well, go your 
way to her, for I see love hath made thee a tame 
snake, and say this to her: that if she love me, 
I charge her to love thee: if she will not, f wiil 
never have her, unless thou entreat for her. If 

C be a true lover, hence, and not a word, for 
comes more company. [Exit silvius. 


Enter ouvejl. 

OB. Good morrow, fair ones. Pray you if 
you know, 77 

Where in the purlieus of this forest stands 
A sheepcote fenc’d about with olive-trees? 
Cel. West of this place, down in the neigh¬ 
bour bottom: so 

The rank of osiers by the murmuring stream 
Left on your right hand brings you to the place. 
But at this hour the house doth keep itself; 
There's none within. 84 

Oil. If that an eye may profit by a tongue. 
Then should I know you by description; 

Such garments, and such years:' The boy is fair, 
Of female favour, and bestows himself 88 
Like a ripe sister: but the woman low. 

And browner than her brother.' Are not you 
The owner of the house I did Inquire for? s» 
Cel. It is no boast, being ask'd, to say, we are. 
Oil. Orlando doth commend him to you 
, both, 

And to that youth he calls his Rosalind _ 

He sends this bloody napkin. Are yon he? 
Ros. I am: what must we understand by 
this? 96 


OB. Some of roy shame; if you will know of 
me 

What man I am, and how, and why, and where 
This handkercher was stain’d. 

Cel, I pray you, tell it 

Oli. When last the young Orlando parted 
from you 100 

He left a promise to return again 
Within an hour; and, pacing through the forest. 
Chewing the food of sweet and bitter fancy, 
Lo, what befell! be threw his eye aside, 104 
And mark what object did present itself: 
Under an oak, whose boughs were moss’d with 
age. 

And high top bald with dry antiquity, 107 
A wretched ragged man, o’ergrown with hair. 
Lay sleeping on his back: about bis neck 
A green and gilded snake had wreath'd itself. 
Who with her head nimble in threats approach’d 
The opening of his mouth; but suddenly, ir> 
Seeing Orlando, it unlink’d itself. 

And with indented glides did slip away 
Into a bush; under which bush’s shade 
A lioness, with udders all drawn dry, nfi 
Lay couching, head on ground, with catlike 
watch. 

When that the sleeping man should stir; for *ds 
The royal disposition of that beast 
To prey on nothing that doth seem as dead: no 
This seen, Orlando did approach the man. 

And found it was his brother, his elder brother. 
Cel. O ! I have heard him speak of that same 
brother; 

And he did render him the roost unnatural 124 
That liv’d ’mongst men. 

Oli. And well he might so do, 

For well I know he was unnatural. 

Ros. But, to Orlando: did he leave him there. 
Food to the suck’d and hungry lioness? 12S 
Oli. Twice did he turn ms back and pur¬ 
pos’d so; 

But kindness, nobler ever than revenge, 

And nature, stronger than his just occasion. 
Made him give battle to the lioness, 133 

Who quickly fell before him: in which hurtling 
From miserable slumber I awak’d. 

Cel. Are you his brother? 

Ros. Was it you he rescu’d? 

Cel. Was’t you that did so oft contrive to 
kill him? «« 

Oli. 'Twas I; but ’tis not I. I do not shame 
To tell you what I was, since my conversion 
So sweetly tastes, being the thing I am. 

Ros. But, for the bloody napkin? 

Oli. By and by. 

When from the first to last, betwixt us two, 141 
Tears our recountmen ts had most kindly bath’d. 
As how I came into that desert place:— 

In brief, he led me to the gentle duke, 144 
Who gave me fresh array and enterta inm ent. 
Committing me unto my brother's love; 

Who led me instantly unto his cave, 

There stripp’d himself; and here, upon his arm 
The lioness had tom some flesh away, 149 
Which all this while had bled; and now he 
fainted. 
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And cried, in fainting, upon Rosalind. 

Brief, I recover’d him, bound up his wound; 151 
And, after some small space, being strong at 
heart, 

He sent me hither, stranger as I am, 

To tell this story, that you might excuse 
His broken promise; and to give this napkin, 
Dy’d in his blood, unto the shepherd youth 157 
That he in sport doth call his Rosalind. 

Cel. (rosalind swoons.] Why, how now, 
Ganymede! sweet Ganymede! 

Oli. Many will swoon when they do look on 
blood. 160 

Cel. There is more in it. Cousin! Ganymede! 
Oli. Look, he recovers. 

Ros. X would I were at home. 

Cel. We’ll lead you thither. 

I pray you, will you take him by the arm? 164 
Oli. Be of good cheer, youth. You a man! 
You lack a man’s heart. 

Ros. I do so, I confess it. Ah, sirrah! a body 
would think this was well counterfeited. I pray 
you, tell your brother how well I counterfeited. 
Heigh-ho! 

Oli. This was not counterfeit: there is too 
great testimony in your complexion that it was 
a passion of earnest. 173 

Ros. Counterfeit, I assure you. 

Oli. Well then, take a good heart and coun¬ 
terfeit to be a man. 176 

Ros. So I do; but, i’ faith, I should have been 
a woman by right. 

Cel. Come; you look paler and paler: pray 
you, draw homewards. Good sir, go with us. 180 
Oli. That will I, for I must bear answer back 
How you excuse my brother, Rosalind. 

Ros. I shall devise something. But, I pray 
you, commend my counterfeiting to him. Will 
you go? [Exeunt. 


ACT V 

Scene I .—The Forest of Arden. 

Enter TOUCHSTONE and Audrey, 

Touch. We shall find a time, Audrey: patience, 
gentle Audrey. 

Aud. Faith, the priest was good enough, for 
all the old gentleman’s saying. 4 

Touch. A most wicked Sir Oliver, Audrey; a 
most vile Martext. But, Audrey, there is a youth 
here in the forest lays claim to you. 

Aud. Ay, X know who 'tis: he hath no interest 
in me in the world. Here comes the man you 
mean. 10 

Enter WILLIAM. 

Touch. It is meat and drink to me to see a 
clown. By my troth, we that have good wits have 
much to answer for: we shall be flouting; we 
cannot hold. 

Will. Good even, Audrey. 

Aud. God ye good even, William. r« 

Will. And good even to von, sir. 

Touch. Good even, gentle friend. Cover thy 
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head, cover thy head; nay, prithee, be covered. 
How old are you, friend ? so 

Will. Five-and-twenty, sir. 

Touch. A ripe age. Is thy name William? 
Will. William, sir. 

Touch. A fair name. Wast born i’ the forest 
here? 25 

Will. Ay, sir, I thank God. 

Touch. ‘Thank God;’ a good answer. Art 
rich? 28 

Will. Faith, sir, so so. 

Touch. ‘ So so,’ is good, very good, very excel¬ 
lent good: and yet it is not; it is but so so. Art 
thou wise? 3a 

Will. Ay, sir, I have a pretty wit. 

Touch. Why, thou sayest well. I do now re¬ 
member a saying, ‘The fool doth think he is 
wise, but the wise man knows himself to be a 
fool.’ The heathen philosopher, when he had a 
desire to eat a grape, would open his lips when 
he put it into his mouth; meaning thereby that 
grapes were made to eat and lips to open. You 
do love this maid? 41 

Will. I do, sir. 

Touch. Giveme your hand. Art thou learned? 
Will. No, sir. 44 

Touch. Then leam this of me: to have, is to 
have; for it is a figure in rhetoric, that drink, 
being poured out of a cur into a glass, by fill¬ 
ing the one doth empty the other; for all your 
writers do consent that ipse is he: now, you are 
not ipse, for I am he. 50 

Will. Which he, sir? 

Touch. He, sir, that must marry this woman. 
Therefore, you clown, abandon,—which is in the 
vulgar, leave,—the society,—which in the boorish 
is, company,—of this female,—which in the com¬ 
mon is, woman; which together is, abandon the 
society of this female, or, clown, thou perishest; 
or, to thy better understanding, diest; or, to wit, 
I kill thee, make thee away, translate thy life 
into death, thy liberty into bondage. I will deal 
in poison with thee, or in bastinado, or in steel; 
I will bandy with thee in faction; I will o’errun 
thee with policy; I will kill thee a hundred and 
fifty ways: therefore tremble, and depart. 64 
And. Do, good William. 

Will. God rest you merry, sir. [Exit. 

Enter CORIN. 

Cor. Our master and mistress seek you; 
come, away, away! 6 B 

Touch. Trip,Audrey!trip,Audrey! Iattend, 
I attend. [Exeunt. 


Scene n. —Another Part of the Forest. 

Enter ORLANDO and OLIVER. 

Orl. Is’t possible that on so little acquaint¬ 
ance you should like heT? that, but seeing, you 
should love her ? and, loving, woo ? and, wooing, 
she should grant ? and will you persever to enjoy 
her? 5 

Oil. Neither call the giddiness of it in ques¬ 
tion, the poverty of her, the small acquaintance, 
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my sudden wooing, nor her sudden consenting; 
but say with me, I love Aliena; say with her, 
that she loves me; consent with both, that we 
may enjoy each other: it shall be to your good; 
for my father’s house and all the revenue that 
was old Sir Rowland’s will I estate upon you, 
and here live and die a shepherd. 14 

Or!. You have my consent. Let your wedding 
be to-morrow: thither will I invite the duke 
and all’s contented followers. Go you and 

g reparc Aliena; for, look you, here comes my 
Rosalind. 

Enter Rosalind. 

Eos. God save you, brother. 20 

Oli. And you, fair sister. f Exit. 

Eos. O! my dear Orlando, how it grieves me 
to see thee wear thy heart in a scarf. 

Or!. It is my arm. 14 

Ros. I thought thy heart had been wounded 
with the claws of a lion. 

Orl. Wounded it is, but with the eyes of a 
lady. 28 

Ros. Did your brother tell you how I coun¬ 
terfeited to swound when he showed me your 
handkcrcher? 

Orl. Ay, and greater wonders than that. 32 
Ros. O! 1 know where you are. Nay, ’tis 
true: there was never anything so sudden but 
the fight of two rams, and C®sar's thrasonical 
brag of‘1 came, saw, and overcame:’ for your 
brother and my sister no sooner met, but they 
looked; no sooner looked but they loved; no 
sooner loved but they sighed; no sooner sighed 
but they asked one another the reason; no 
sooner knew the reason but they sought the 
remedy: and in these degrees have they made a 
pair of stairs to marriage which they will climb 
incontinent, or else be Incontinent before mar¬ 
riage. They are in the very wrath of love, and 
they will together, clubs cannot part them. 4 f > 
Orl. They shall be married to-morrow, and I 
will bid the duke to the nuptial. But, O! how 
bitter a thing it is to look into happiness 
through another man’s eyes. By so much the 
more shall I to-morrow be at the height of 
heart-heaviness, by how much I shall think my 
brother happy in having what he wishes for. 53 
Ros. Why then, to-morrow I cannot serve 
your turn for Rosalind? 

Orl. I can live no longer by thinking. 56 
Ros. I will weary you then no longer with 
idle talking. Know of me then,—for now I 
speak to some purpose,—that I know you are a 
gentleman of good conceit. I speak not this that 
you should bear a good opinion of my know¬ 
ledge. insomuch I say I know you are; neither 
do 1 labour for a greater esteem than may in 
some little measure draw a belief from you, to 
do yourself good, and not to grace me. Believe 
then, if you please, that I can do strange things. 
I have, since I was three years old, conversed 
with a magician, most profound in his art and 
yet not damnable. If you do love Rosalind so 
near the heart as your gesture cries it out, when 
yourbrothermarries Aliena, shall youmarry her. 


I know into what straits of fortune she is driven; 
and it is not impossible to me, if it appear not 
inconvenient to you, to set her before your eyes 
to-morrow, human as she is, and without any 
danger. 76 

Orl. Speakest thou in sober meanings? 

Ros. By my life, I do; which I tender dearly, 
though 1 say I am a magician. Therefore, put 
you in your best array; bid your friends; for if 
you will be married to-morrow, you shall; and 
to Rosalind, if you will. Look, here comes a 
lover of mine, and a lover of hers. 

Enter silvius and phebe. 

Phe. Youth, you have done me much un- 
gentleness, 84 

To show the letter that I writ to you. 

Ros. I care not if I have: it is my study 
To seem despiteful and ungentle to you. 

You are there follow’d by a faithful shepherd: 
Look upon him, love him; he worships you. *9 
Phe. Good shepherd, tell this youth what ’tis 
to love. 

Sil. It is to be all made of sighs and tears; 
And so am I for Phebe. 92 

Phe. And I for Ganymede. 

Orl. And I for Rosalind. 

Ros. And I for no woman. 

Sil. It is to be all made of faith and service; 
And so am I for Phebe. 97 

Phe. And I for Ganymede. 

Orl. And I for Rosalind. 

Ros. And I for no woman. too 

Sil. It is to be all made of fantasy. 

All made of passion, and ail made of wishes; 
All adoration, duty, and observance; 

All humbleness, all patience, and impatience; 
All purity, all trial, all obeisance; 105 

And so am I for Phebe. 

Phe. And so am I for Ganymede. 

Orl, And so am 1 for Rosalind. 108 

Ros. And so am I for no woman. 

Phe. [To Rosalind.] If this be so, why 
blame you me to love you? 

Sil. \To phebe.] If this be so, why blame 
you me to love you? 113 

Orl. If this be so, why blame you me to love 
you? 

Ros. Why do you speak to,’Why blame you 
me to loveyou?’ 117 

Orl. To her that Is not here, nor doth not 
hear. 

Ros. Pray you, no more of this: 'tis like the 
howling of Irish wolves against the moon. [ To 
silvius.] I will help you, if I can: [To phebe.] 
I would love you, if I could. To-morrow meet 
me all together. [To phebe.] I will marry you, 
if ever I marry woman, and I'll be married to¬ 
morrow: ITo orlando. 1 I will satisfy you, if 
ever I satisfied man, and you Shall be married 
to-morrow: [ To silvius.] I will content you, if 
what pleases you contents you, and you snail be 
married to-morrow. [ To orlando. ) As you love 
Rosalind, meet: I To SILVIUS.] As you love 
Phebe, meet: and as I love no woman. I’ll 
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meet. So, fare you well: X have left you com¬ 
mands. 134 

Sit. I’ll not fail, if I live. 

Phe. Nor I. 

Orl. Nor I. [Exeunt. 


Scene HL —Another Part of the Forest . 

Enter TOUCHSTONE and AUDREY. 

Touch . To-morrow is the joyful day, Audrey; 
to-morrow will we be married. 

Aud. I do desire it witn all my heart, and 
I hope it is no dishonest desire to desire to be a 
woman of the world. Here come two of the 
banished duke’s pages. 6 


Enter two Pages. 

First Page. Well met, honest gentleman. 

Touch. By my troth, well met. Come, sit, sit, 
and a song. .. , 9 

Sec. Page. We are for you: sit 1 the 
middle. 

First Page. Shall wa clap into e roundly, 
without hawking or spitting, or saying we are 
hoarse, which are the only prologues to a bad 
voice? 

Sec. Page. I* faith, i* faith; and both in a 
tune, like two gipsies on a horse. 17 


SONG 

l! was a lover and his lass. 

With a hey, and a ho, and a hoy nonino. 

That o’er the green corn-field did pass, 20 

in the spring time, the only pretty ring time, 
When birds do sing, hey ding a ding, ding; 

Sweet lovers love the spring. 

Between the acres of the rye. 24 

With a hey, and a ho. and a hey nonino. 

These pretty country folks would lie. 

In the spring time, &c. 

This carol they began that hour, 2$ 

With a hey, and a ho, and a hey nonino. 

How that a life was but a flower 
In the spring time, Stc. 

And therefore take the present time, 32 

With a hey, and a bo, and a bey noninoj 
For love is crowned with the prime 
In the spring time, Ac. 

Touch. Truly, young gentlemen, though there 
was no great matter in the ditty, yet the note 
was very untuneable. 

First Page. You are deceived, sir: we kept 
time; we lost not our time. 40 

Touch. By my troth, yes; I count it but time 
lost to hear such a foolish song. Godbewi'you; 
and God mend your voices 1 Come, Audrey. 

lExeunt. 


Scene IV .—Another Part of the Forest 

Enter SUES Senior, AMIENS, jaques, ORLANDO, 
COVER, and CELIA. 

Duke S. Dost thou believe, Orlando, that the 
Can’dio ail this that he hath promised? 


Orl. I sometimes do believe, and som etim e s 
do not: 

As those mat fear they hope, and know they 
fear. 4 


Enter Rosalind, slvrjs, and PHEBE. 

Res. Patience once more, whiles out compact 
is urg’d. 

[To the duke.] You say, if I bring in your 
Rosalind, 

You will bestow her on Orlando here? 

Duke S. That would I, had I kingdoms to 
give with her. 8 

Eos. (To orlando.] And you say, you will 
have her when I bring her? 

Orl. That would I, were I of ail kingdoms 
king. 

Eos. [To phebe.] You say, that you’ll marry 
me, if I be willing? 

Phe. That will I, sEould I die the hour after. 

Bos. But if you do refuse to many me, 13 

You’ll give yourself to this most faithftil shep¬ 
herd? 

Phe. So is the bargain. 

Bos. [To sn.vius.1 You say, that you’ll have 
Phebe, if she will? 16 

Sit. Though to have her and death were both 
one fhfrig - 

Ros. 1 have promis’d to make all this matter 
even. 


Keep you your word, O duke, to give your 
daughter; 

You yours, Orlando, to receive his daughter; so 
Keep your word, Phebe, that you'll marry me. 
Or else, refusing me, to wed this shepherd; 
Keep your word, Silvius, that you'll many her. 
If she refuse me: and from hence I go, 34 
To make these doubts all even. 

[Exeunt ROSALIND and CELIA. 
Duke S. I do remember in this shepherd boy 
Some lively touches of my daughter’s favour. 
Orl. My lord, the first time that I ever saw 
him, 38 

Methought he was a brother to your daughter; 
But, my good lord, this boy is forest-born. 

And hath been tutor’d in the rudiments 
Of many desperate studies by his uncle, 3> 
Whom he reports to be a great magician. 
Obscured in the circle of mis forest. 


Enter touchstone and Audrey. 

Ian. There is, sure, another flood toward, and 
these couples are coming to the ark. Here comes 
a pair of very strange beasts, which in ail tongues 
are called fools. 38 

Touch. Salutation and greeting to you aill 
Jag. Good my lord, bid him welcome. This 
is the motley-minded gentleman that I have so 
often met in the forest: he hath been a courtier, 
he swears. 43 

Touch. If any man doubt that, let him put 
me to my purgation. I have trod a measure : I 
have flattered a lady; I have been politic with 
my fHend, smooth with mine ctamy;Ihav* un¬ 
done three tailors; I have had lb or quarrels, 
sad like to have fought one. 4» 
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Jaq. And how was that ta’en op? 

Touch. Faith, we met, and found the quarrel 
was upon the seventh cause. 51 

^How seventh cause? Good my lord, 

Duke S. I like him very well. 

Touch. God ’ild you, sir; X desire you of the 
like. I press in here, sir, amongst the rest of 
the country copulatives, to swear, and to forswear, 
according as marriage binds and blood breaks. 
A poor virgin, sir, an ill-favoured thing, sir, but 
mine own: a poor humour of mine, sir, to take 
that that no man else will. Rich honesty dwells 
like a miser, sir, in a poor house, as your pearl 
in your foul oyster. 64 

Duke S. By my faith, he is very swift and 
sententious. 

Touch. According to the fool’s bolt, sir, and 
such dulcet diseases. 68 

Jag. But, for the seventh cause; how did you 
find the quarrel on the seventh cause? 

Touch. Upon a lie seven times removed:— 
bear your body more seeming, Audrey:—as thus, 
sir. I did dislike the cut of a certain courdcr’s 
beard: he sent me word, if I said his beard was 
not cut well, he was in the mind it was: this is 
called ‘the retort courteous.’ If 1 sent him word 
again, it was not well cut, he would send me 
word, he cut it to please himself: this is called 
the ‘ quip modest.’ If again, it was not well cut, 
he disabled my judgment: this is called the 
‘reply churlish.’ If again, it was not well cut, he 
would answer, I spake not true: this is called 
the 'reproof valiant:’ if again, it was not well 
cut, he would say, I lie: this is called the 
‘countercheck quarrelsome’: and so to the ‘tie 
circumstantial,’ and the ‘lie direct.’ 

Jag. And how oft did you say his beard was 
not well cut? 88 

Touch. I durst go no further than the ‘lie 
circumstantial,' nor he durst not give me the ‘ lie 
direct;’ and so we measured swords and parted. 

Jag. Can you nominate in order now the de¬ 
grees of the lie? 93 

Touch. O sir, we quarrel in print; by the 
book, as you have books for good manners: I 
will name you the degrees. The first, the 'retort 
courteous;’ the second, the ‘quip modest;’ the 
third, the ‘reply churlish;’ the fourth, the ‘re¬ 
proof valiant, the fifth, the ‘countercheck 
quarrelsome;’ the sixth, the ‘lie with circum¬ 
stance;’ the seventh, the ‘lie direct.’ All these 
you may avoid but the lie direct; and you may 
avoid that too, with an ‘if.’ I knew when seven 
justices could not take up a quarrel; but when 
the parties were met themselves, one of them 
thought but of an ‘if,’ as ‘If you said so, then I 
said so;’ and they shook hands and swore 
brothers. Your ‘if 1 is the only peace-maker; 
much virtue in ‘if.’ 109 

Jag. Is not this a rare fellow, my lord? he’s 
ns good at any thing, and yet a fool. 

Duke S. He uses his folly like a stalking- 
horse, and under the presentation of that he 
shoots his wit. 
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Enter hymen, hading Rosalind fit woman’s 
clothes, and CELIA. 

Still Music. 

Hym. Then is there mirth in heaven, 

When earthly things made even u6 

Atone together. 

Good duke, receive thy daughter; 
Hymen from heaven brought her; 

Yea, brought her hither, no 

That thou mightst join her hand with his. 
Whose heart within her bosom is. 

Ros. [ 7 b duke s.] To you I give myself, for 
I am yours. 

[ 7 o orlando.] To you I give myself, for I am 
yours. 124 

Duke S. If there be truth in sight, you are 
my daughter. 

Orl. If there be truth in sight, you are my 
Rosalind. 

Phr. If sight and shape be true. 

Why then, my love adieu I 12S 

Ros. [To duke s.] I’ll have no father, if yon 
be not he. 

[To orlando.] I’ll have no husband, if you be 
not he: 

[ 7 b fhebe,] Nor ne'er wed woman, if you be not 
she. 

Hym. Peace, ho! I bar confusion; 133 

’TVs / must make conclusion 
Of these most strange events: 
Here's eight that must take hands 
To loin in Hrmen's bands, 136 

If truth holds true contents. 

[ 7 b ORLANDO and ROSALIND. [ You and 
you no cross shall part: 

[ 7 b Oliver and Celia.] You and you are 
heart in heart: 

[To phebe.) You to his love must accord. 
Or have a woman to your lord: 141 

[To touchstone and Audrey.] You and 
you are sure together. 

As the winter to foul weather. 

Whiles a wedlock hymn we sing, 144 
Feed yourselves with questioning, 

That reason wonder may diminish. 

How thus we met, and these things finish. 

SONG 

Wrdding is great Juno’s crown; 148 

O blessed bond of board and bed! 

*Tis Hymen peoples every town; 

High wedlock then be honoured. 

Honour, high honour, and renown- 15a 

To Hymen, god of every town! 

Duke S. O my dear niece! welcome thou art 
to me; 

Even daughter, welcome In no less degree. 

Phe. [To smvius.] I will not cat my word, 
now thou art mine; jjj 

Thy faith my fancy to thee doth combine. 

Enter jaqubs de boys. 

Tag. de B. Let me have audience for a word 
or two* 

lam the second son of old Sir Rowland, 
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That bring these tidings to this fair assembly, 
Duke Frederick, hearing how that every day 161 
Men of great worth resorted to this forest, 
Address'd a mighty power, which were on foot 
In his own conduct, purposely to take 164 
His brother here and put him to the sword; 
And to the skirts of this wild wood he came, 
Where, meeting with an old religious man, 
Aftersomequestionwithhim,wasconverted 168 
Both from nis enterprise and from the world; 
IBs crown bequeathing to his banish’d brother, 
And all their lands restor’d to them again 
That were with him exil’d. This to be true, 17a 
I do engage my life. 

Duke S. Welcome, young man; 
Thou offer'st fairly to thy brothers’ wedding: 
To one, his lands withheld; and to the other 
A land itself at large, a potent dukedom. 176 
First, in this forest, let us do those ends 
That here were well beguu and well begot; 
And after, every of this happy number 
That have endur’d shrewd days and nights with 
us, 180 

Shall share the good of our returned fortune, 
According to the measure of their states. 
Meantime, forget this new-fall’n dignity, 

And fall into our rustic revelry. 184 

Flay, music! and you, brides and bridegrooms 
all, 

With measure heap’d in joy, to the measures fall. 
Jag. Sir, by your patience. If I heard you 
rightly, 

The duke hath put on a religious life, 188 

And thrown into neglect the pompous court? 
Jag. de B. He haft. 

Jag. To him will I; out of these convertites 
There is much matter to be heard and leam’d. 
[To duke s.] You to your former honour I be¬ 
queath; 193 

Your patience and your virtue well deserve it: 

[To orundo.] You to a love that your true 
faith doth merit: 

[To oliver.1 You to your land, and love, and 
great allies: 198 


242 [actt 

[To sn.vrus.] Yon to a long and weH-deierved 
bed: 

[To touchstone.] And you to wrangling; for 
thy loving voyage 

Is but for two months victual’! So, to your 
pleasures: 

I am for other than for dancing measures, wo 
Duke S. Stay, Jaques, stay. 

Jag. To see no pastime, I: what you would 
have 

Til stay to know at your abandon'd cave. [Exit. 
Duke S. Proceed, proceed: we wiU begin 
these rites, 204 

As we do trust they’ll end, in true delights. 

[A dance, Exeunt . 

EPILOGUE 

SPOKEN BY ROSALIND. 

It is not the fashion to see the lady the 
epilogue; but it is no more unhandsome than 
to see the lord the prologue. If it be true that 
good wine needs no bush, 'tis true that a good 
play needs no epilogue; vet to good wine they 
do use good bushes, and good plays prove the 
better by the help of good epilogues. What a 
case am I in then, that am neither a food epi¬ 
logue, nor cannot insinuate with you in the be¬ 
half of a good play! I am not furnished like a 
beggar, therefore to beg will not become me: my 
way is, to conjure you; and I’ll begin with the 
women, I charge you, 0 women! for the love 
you bear to men. to like as much of this play as 
please you: and / charge you, 0 men! for the 
love you bear to women,—as 1 perceive by your 
simpering none of you hate them,—that between 
you and the women, the play may please. If I 
were a woman I would kiss as manv of you as 
had beards that pleased me, complexions that 
liked me, and breaths that I defied not; and, 
I am sure, as many as have good beards, or 
good faces, or sweet breaths, will, for my kind 
offer, when I make curtsy, bid me farewell. 



THE TAMING OF THE SHREW 


A Lord. 

Christopher Sly, a Tinker. 

Hostess, Page, Players, Huntsmen, and 
Servants. 

Baptista, a rich Gentleman of Padua. 

Vincentio, an old Gentleman of Pisa. 

Lucentio, son to Vincentio; in love with Bianca. 
Petruchio, a Gentleman of Verona; Suitor to Katharina. 

Ho*tSsio, 1 Suilcn 10 


Biondello, ) ^rviou to Lacentio. 

Curtk?’) Scrvanu 40 Petruchio. 

Pedant, aet up to personate Vincentio. 

Kalina, the Shrew, j Daughlcn t0 Baptist.. 
Widows 

Tailor, Haberdasher, and Servants attending on Baptista 
and Petruchio. 


DRAMATIS PERSONS 

! Persons in the 
Induction. 


Scene. —Sometimes in Padua; and sometimes in petrucmo’s House in the Country. 


INDUCTION 

Scene I .—Before an Alehouse on a Heath. 

Enter Hostess and sly. 

Sly. I’U pbeeze you, in faith. 

Host. A pair of stocks, you rogue! 

Sly. Y’are a baggage: the Slys are no rogues; 
look in the chronicles; we came in with Richard 
Conqueror. Therefore, paucas pallabris; let 
the world slide. Sessai 
Host. You will not pay for the glasses you 
have burst? 8 

Sly. No, not a denier. Go by, Jeronimy, go 
to thy cold bed, and warm thee. 

Host. I know my remedy: I must go fetch 
tbe third-borough. [£*it. 

Sly. Third, or fourth, or fifth borough. I’ll 
answer him by law. I’ll not budge an inch, boy: 
let him come, and kindly. 

[Lies down on the ground, and falls asleep. 

Horns winded. Enter a Lord from hunting, with 
Huntsmen and Servants. 

Lord. Huntsman, I charge thee, tender well 
my hounds: 16 

Brach Merriman, the poor cur is emboss d. 
And couple Clowder with the deep-mouth’d 
brach. 

Saw’st thon not, boy, how Silver made it good 
At the hedge-corner, in the coldest fault? so 
I would not lose the dog for twenty pound. 
First Hunt. Why, Bellman is as good as he, 
ray lord; 

He cried upon it at the merest loss. 

And twice to-day pick’d out the dullest scent: 
Trust me, I take him for the better dog. as 
Lord. Thou art a fool: if Echo were as fleet, 
I would esteem him worth a dozen such. 

But sup them well, and look unto them all: a* 
To-morrow I intend to hunt again. 

First Hunt. I will, my lord. 

Lord. [Sees sly.] What’s here? one dead, or 
S unk? See. doth he breathe? 

Sec. Hunt. He breathes, my lord. Were he 
not warm'd with ale, 3 * 


This were a bed but cold to sleep so soundly. 
Lord. O monstrous beast I bow like a swine 
be lies! 

Grim death, how foul and loathsome is thine 
image! 

Sire, I will practise on this drunken man. 38 
What think you, if he were convey’d to bed, 
Wrapp'd in sweet clothes, rings put upon his 
fingers, 

A most delicious banquet by his bed, 

And brave attendants near him when he wakes, 
Would not the beggar then forget himself? 41 
First Hunt. Believe me, lord, I think he can¬ 
not choose. 

Sec. Hunt. It would seem strange unto him 
when he wak’d. 

Lord. Even as a flattering dream or worth¬ 
less fancy. 44 

Then take him up and manage well the jest. 
Carry him gently to my fairest chamber, 

And bang it round with all my wanton pictures; 
Balm his foul head in warm distilled waters, 48 
And bum sweet wood to make the lodging 
sweet. 

Procure me music ready when he wakes. 

To make a dulcet and a heavenly sound: 

And if he chance to speak, be ready straight, ja 
And with a low submissive reverence 
Say, ‘What is it your honour will command?* 
Let one attend him with a silver basin 
Full of rose-water, and bestrew’d with floweis; 
Another bear the ewer, the third a diaper, 57 
And say, ‘ Will’t please your lordship cool your 
hands?' ' 

Some one be ready with a costly suit, 

And ask him what apparel he will wear; to 
Another tell him of his hounds and hone, 

And that his lady mourns at his disease. 
Persuade him that he bach been lunatic; 

And, when he says he is-lay that he 

dreams, 64 

For he is nothing but a mighty lord. 

This do, and dolt kindly, gentle sire: 

It will be pastime passing excellent. 

If it be husbanded with modesty. 9 
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First Hunt. My lord, I warrant you we will 
play our part. 

As he shall think, by our true diligence, 

He is no less than what we say he is. 

Lord. Take him up gently, and to bed with 
him, 7* 

And each one to his office when he wakes. 

[SLY is borne out. A trumpet sounds. 
Sirrah, go see what trumpet ’tis that sounds: 

{Exit Servant. 

Belike, some noble gentleman that means. 
Travelling some journey, to repose him here. 76 

Re-enter Servant 
How nowl who is it? 

Serv. An it please your honour. 

Flayers that offer service to your lordship. 
Lord. Bid them come near. 

Enter Players. 

Now, fellows, you are welcome. 
Flayers. We thank your honour. 80 

Lord. Do you intend to stay with me to¬ 
night? 

A Player. So please your lordship to accept 
our duty. 

Lord. With all my heart. This fellow I re¬ 
member, 

Since once he play’d a farmer’s eldest son: S4 
Twas where you woo'd the gentlewoman so 
well. 

I have forgot your name; but, sure, that part 
Was aptly fitted and naturally perform’d. 
APlayer. I think ’twas Soto that your honour 
means. 88 

Lord. ’Tis very true: thou didst it excellent. 
Well, you are come to me in happy time. 

The rather for I have some sport in hand 
Wherein your cunning can assist me much. 92 
There is a lord will hear you play to-night; 
But I am doubtful of your modesties. 

Lest, over-eyeing of his odd behaviour,— 

For yet his honour never heard a play,— 96 
Yon break into some merry passion 
And so offend him; for I tell you, sirs. 

If you should smile he grows impatient. 

A Player. Fear not, my lord: we can con¬ 
tain ourselves 100 

Were he the veriest antick in the world. 

Lord. Go, sirrah, take them to the buttery, 
And give them friendly welcome every one: 
Let them want nothing that my house affords. 

[Exeunt one with the Players. 
Sirrah, go you to Barthol’mew my page, 103 
And see him dress’d in all suits like a lady: 
That done, conduct him to the drunkard’s 
chamber; 

And call him ’madam,' do him obeisance. 108 
Ten him from me,—as he win win my love,— 
He bear himself with honourable action. 
Such as he hath observ’d in noble ladies 
Unto their lords, by them accomplished: 11a 
Such duty to the drunkard let him do 
With soft low tongue and lowly courtesy; 
And say, ‘What ts’t your honour will com- 

ITlATKl, 


Wherein your lady and your humble wife 116 
May show her duty, and make known her 
love ?’ 

And then, with kind embracements, tempting 
kisses, 

And with declining head into his bosom, 

Bid him shed tears, as being overjoy’d 120 
To see her noble lord restor’d to health, 

Who for this seven years hath esteemed him 
No better than a poor and loathsome beggar. 
And if the boy have not a woman’s gift 124 
To rain a shower of commanded tears, 

An onion will do well for such a shift. 

Which in a napkin being close convey’d. 

Shall in despite enforce a watery eye. 128 
See this dispatch’d with all the haste thou canst: 
Anon I’U give thee more instructions. 

[Exit Servant. 

I know the boy will well usurp the grace, 
Voice, gait, and action of a gentlewoman: 132 
I long to hear him call the drunkard husband. 
And how my men will stay themselves from 
laughter 

When they do homage to this simple peasant. 
I’ll in to counsei them: haply, my presence 136 
May well abate the over merry spleen 
Which otherwise would grow into extremes. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene n. —A Bedchamber in the Lord’s House. 
SLY is discovered in a rich nightgown, with 
Attendants: some with apparel, others with 
basin, ewer, and other appurtenances; and 
Lord, dressed like a servant. 

Sly. For God’s sake! a pot of small ale. 

First Serv. Will't please your lordship drink 
a cup of sack? 

Sec. Serv. Will't please your honour taste of 
these conserves ? 

Third Serv. What raiment will your honour 
wear to-day? 4 

Sly. I am Christophero Sly; call not me ho¬ 
nour, nor lordship: I ne’er drank sack in my 
life; and if you give me any conserves, give me 
conserves of beef. Ne’er ask me what raiment 
I’U wear, for I have no more doublets than 
backs, no more stockings than legs, nor no more 
shoes than feet: nay, sometime more feet than 
shoes, or such shoes as my toes look through 
the overleather. 13 

Lord. Heaven cease this idle humour in your 
honour 1 

O, that a mighty man, of such descent. 

Of such possessions, and so high esteem, 16 
Should be infused with so foul a spirit I 
Sly. What 1 would you make me mad? Am 
not I Christopher Sly, old Sly’s son, of Burton- 
heath; by birth a pedlar, by education a card- 
maker, by transmutation a bear-herd, and now 
by present profession a tinker? Ask Marian 
Hacket, the fat ale-wife of Wincot, if she know 
me not: if she say I am not fourteen pence on 
the score for sheer ale, score me up for the • 
lyinzest knave in Christendom. What! I am 
not bestraught: here’s— 
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First Serv. Ol this it is that makes your lady 
mourn. ig 

Sec. Serv. O! this it is that makes your ser¬ 
vants droop. 

Lord. Hence comes it that your kindred 
shuns your house. 

As beaten hence by your strange lunacy. 

O noble lord, bethink thee of thy birth, 32 
Call home thy ancient thoughts from banish¬ 
ment. 

And banish hence these abject lowly dreams. 
Look how thy servants do attend on thee, 

Each in his office ready at thy beck: 36 

Wilt thou have music? hark I Apollo plays, 

[Music. 

And twenty caged nightingales do sing: 

Or wilt thou sleep? we’ll have thee to a couch 
Softer and sweeter than the lustful bed 40 
On purpose trimm’d up for Semiramis. 

Say thou wilt walk, we will bestrew the ground: 
Or wilt thou ride? thy horses shall be trapp’d, 
Their harness studded all with gold and pearl. 
Dost thou love hawking? thou hast hawks will 
soar 45 

Above the morning lark: or wilt thou hunt? 
Thy hounds shall make the welkin answer them, 
And fetch shrill echoes from the hollow earth. 48 
First Serv. Say thou wilt course; thy grey¬ 
hounds are as swift 

As breathed stags, ay, fleeter than the roe. 

Sec. Serv. Dost thou love pictures? we will 
fetch thee straight 

Adonis painted by a running brook, ja 

And Cytherea all in sedges hid. 

Which seem to move and wanton with her 
breath, 

Even as the waving sedges play with wind. 

Lord. We’ll show thee lo as she was a maid, 
And how she was beguiled and surpris'd, j 7 
As lively painted as the deed was done. 

Third Serv. Or Daphne roaming through a 
thorny wood, 

Scratching her legs that one shall swear she 
bleeds; 60 

And at hat sight shall sad Apollo weep. 

So workmanly the blood and tears are drawn. 

Lord. Thou art a lord and nothing butalord: 
Thou bast a lady far more beautiful 64 

Than any woman in this waning age. 

First Serv. And till the tears that she hath 
, shed for thee 

Like envious floods o'er-run her lovely face. 
She was the fairest creature in the world; 68 
And yet she is inferior to none. 

Sly. Am I a lord? and have X such a lady? 
Or do I dream? or have I dream’d till now? 

I do not sleep; I see, I hear, I speak; 7* 

I smell sweet savours, and I feel soft things: 
Upon my life, I am a lord indeed; 

And not a tinker, nor Christophero Sly. 

Well, bring our lady hither to our sight; 76 
And once again, a pot o’ the smallest ale. 

Sec. Serv. Will’t please your mightiness to 
wash your hands? 

_ [Servants present a ewer, basin, and napkin. 

how we joy to see your wit restor’d! 


O, that once more you knew but what you are! 
These fifteen years you have been in a dream, 81 
Or, when you wak’d, so wak’d as if you slept 
Sly. These fifteen years! by my fay, a goodly 
nap. 

But did I never speak of all that time? 84 
First Serv. O! yes, my lord, but very idle 
words; 

For though you lay here in this goodly chamber, 
Yet would you say ye were beaten out of door, 
And rail upon the hostess of the house, 88 

And say you would present her at the leet, 
Because she brought stone jugs and no seal'd 
quarts. 

Sometimes you would call out for Cicely Hacket 
Sly. Ay, tho woman’s maid of the house. 92 
Third Serv. Why, sir, you know no house, 
nor no such maid, 

Nor no such men as you have reckon’d up. 

As Stephen Sly, and old John Naps of Greece, 
And Peter Turf, and Henry Pimpemell, 96 
And twenty more such names and men as these. 
Which never were nor no man ever saw. 

Sly. Now, Lord be thanked for my good 
amends! 

All. Amen. joo 

Sly. I thank thee; thou shalt not lose by It. 

Enter the Page, as a lady, with Attendants. 
Page. How fares my noble lord? 

Sly. Marry, I fare well, for hens is cheer 
enough. 

Where is my wife? 104 

Page. Here, noble lord: what is thy will with 
her? 

Sly. Are you my wife, and will not call me 
husband? 

My men should call me lord: I am your good- 
man. 

Page. My husband and my lord, my lord 
and husband; 108 

I am your wife in all obedience. 

Sly. I know it well. What must I call her? 
Lord. Madam. 

Sly. Al’ce madam, or Joan madam? na 

Lord. Madam, and nothing else: so lords 

call ladies. 

Sly. Madam wife, they say that I have 
dream’d 

And slept above some fifteen year or more. 

Page. Ay, and the time seems thirty unto me. 
Being all this time abandon’d from your bed. 117 
Sly. *Tis much. Servants, leave me and her 
alone. 

Madam, undress you, and come now to bed. 

Page. Thrice noble lord, let me entreat of you 
To pardon me yet for a night or two, tar 
Or, if not so, until the sun be set: 

For your physicians have expressly charg’d, 

In peril to incur your former malady, 114 
That I should yet absent me from your bed: 

I hope this reason stands for my excuse. 

Sly. Ay, it stands so, that I may hardly tarry 
so long; but 1 would be loath to fall into my 
dreams again: I will therefore tarry, in spite at 
the flesh and the blood. 
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Enter a Servant. 

Serv. Your honour’s players, hearing your 
amendment. 

Are come to play a pleasant comedy; 13a 
For so your doctors hold it very meet. 

Seeing too much sadness hath congeal’d your 
blood. 

And melancholy is the nurse of ftenzy: 
Therefore they thought it good you hear a play, 
And frame your mind to mirth and merriment. 
Which bars a thousand harms and lengthens 
life. 

Sly. Marry, I will; let them play it. Is not 
a commonty a Christmas gam bold or a tum¬ 
bling-trick ? 141 

Page. No, my good lord; it is more pleasing 
stuff. 

Sly. What I household stuff? 

Page. It is a kind of history. 144 

Sly. Well, we’ll see’t. Come, madam wife, 
sit by my side. 

And let the world slip: we shall ne’er be younger. 

[ Flourish. 


ACT I 

Scene I.— Padua. A public Place. 

Enter l.ucENno and tranio. 

Luc. Tranlo, since for the great desire I had 
To see fair Padua, nursery of arts, 

I am arriv’d for fruitful Lombardy, 

The pleasant garden of great Italy; 4 

And by my father’s love and leave am arm’d 
With his good will and thy good company. 
My trusty servant well approv’d in all, 

Here let us breathe, and haply institute 8 
A course of learning and ingenious studies. 
Pisa, renowned for grave citizens, 

Gave me my being and my father first, 

A merchant of great traffic through the world, 
Vincendo. come of the Benrivolii. 13 

Vincentio s son, brought up in Florence, 

It shall become to serve all hopes conceiv’d, 
To deck his fortune with his virtuous deeds: 16 
And therefore, Tranio, for the time I study. 
Virtue and that part of philosophy 
Will I apply that treats of happiness 
By virtue specially to be achiev’d. so 

Tell me thy mind; for I have Pisa left 
And am to Padua come, as he that leaves 
A shallow plash to plunge him in the deep. 
And with satiety seeks to quench his thirst 34 

Tra. Mi perdonate, gentle master mine, 

I am in all affected as yourself, 

Glad that you thus continue your resolve 
To suck the sweets of sweet philosophy, is 
Only, good master, while we do admire 
This virtue and this moral discipline, 

I>t s be no stoics nor no stocks, I pray; 

Or so devote to Aristotle's checks 3s 

As Ovid be an outcast quite abjur’d. 

Baft logic with acquaintance that you have, 
And practise rhetoric in your common talk; 


Music and poesy use to quicken you; 

The mathematics and the metaphysics, 

Fall to them as you find your stomach serves 
you; 

No profit grows where is no pleasure ta’en; 

In brief, sir, study what you most affect. 40 
Luc. Gramercies, Tranio, well dost thou ad¬ 
vise. 

If, Biondello, thou wert come ashore. 

We could at once put us in readiness, 

And take a lodging fit to entertain 44 

Such friends as time in Padua shall beget. 

But stay awhile: what company is this? 

Tra. Master, some show to welcome us to 
town. 


Enter baftista, katharina, bianca, gremio, 
and HOBTENSZO. LUCENTIO and TRANIO stand 
aside. 


Bap. Gentlemen, importune me no further. 
For how I firmly am resolv’d you know; 49 
That is, not to bestow my youngest daughter 
Before I have a husband for the elder. 

If either of you both love Katharina, 5* 
Because I know you well and love you well. 
Leave shall you have to court her at your plea¬ 
sure. 

Cre. To cart her rather: she’s too rough for 
me. 

There, there, Hortensio, will you any wife? 56 
Kath. [To baptist A.] I pray you, sir, is it 
your will 

To make a stale of me amongst these mates? 
Hor. Mates, maid! how mean you that? no 
mates for you, 

Unless you were of gentler, milder mould. So 
Kath. V faith, sir, you shall never need to 
fear: 

lwisit is not half way to her heart; 

But If it were, doubt not her care should be 
To comb your noddle with a threo-legg’d Stool, 
And paint your face, and use you like a fool. 65 
Hor. From all such devils, good Lord deliver 
us! 

Gre. And mitoo, good Lord! 

Tra. Hush, master! here is some good pas¬ 
time toward: »8 

That wench is stark mad or wonderful froward. 

Luc. But in the other’s silence do I see 
Maid’s mild behaviour and sobriety. 

Peace, Tranio! 71 

Tra. Well said, master; mum land gaze your 
fill. 

Bap. Gentlemen, that I may soon make good 
What I have said,—Blanca, get you in: 

And let it not displease thee, good Bianca, 7« 
For I will love thee ne’er the less, my girl. 

Kath. A pretty peat I it is best 
Put finger in the eye, an she knew why. 

Bian. Sister, content you in my discontent. 
Sir, to your pleasure humbly I subscribe: 81 
My books and instruments shall be my com- 
__ pany, 

On them to look and practise by myself. 

Luc. Hark, Tranio ! thou mayst hear Minerva, 
speak. 84 
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Hor. Signior Baptists, will you be so strange ? 
Sorry am I that our good will effects 
Bianca’s grief. 

Gre. Why will you mew her up, 

Signior Baptista, for this fiend of hell, 88 
And make her bear the penance of her tongue ? 

Bap. Gentlemen, content ye; I am resolv’d. 
Go in, Bianca. [Exit bianca. 

And for 1 know she taketh most delight 92 
In music, instruments, and poetry. 
Schoolmasters will I keep within my bouse. 
Fit to instruct her youth. If you, Hortensio, 
Or Signior Gremio, you, know any such, 96 
Prefer them hither; for to cunning men 
I will be very kind, and liberal 
To mine own children in good bringing up; 
And so, farewell. Katharina, you may stay; 100 
For I have more to commune with Bianca. 

[Exit. 

Kath. Why, and I trust I may go too; may I 
not? 

What! shall I be appointed hours, as though, 
belike, 103 

I knew not what to take, and what to leave? 
Ha! [Exit. 

Gre. You may go to the devil's dam: your 
gifts are so good, here’s none will hold you. 
Their love is not so great, Hortensio, but we 
may blow our nails together, and fast it fairly 
out: our cake’s dough on both sides. Farewell: 
yet, for the love I bear my sweet Bianca, if I 
can by any means light on a fit man to teach 
her that wherein she delights, I will wish him to 
her father. 113 

Hor. So will I, Signior Gremio: but a word, 
1 pray. Though the nature of our quarrel yet 
never brooked parlc, know now, upon advice, it 
toucheth us both,—that we may yet again have 
access to our fair mistress and be happy rivals 
in Bianca’s love,—to labour and effect one 
thing specially. 110 

Gre. What's that, I pray? 

Hor. Marry, sir, to get a husband for her 
sister. 

Gre. A husband I a devil. 124 

Hor. I say, a husband. 

Gre. Isay.adevil. Thinkestthou,Hortensio, 
though her father be very rich, any man is so 
very a fool to be married to hell? rsS 

Hor. Tush, Gremio 1 though it pass your 
patience and mine to endure her loud alarums, 
why, man, there be good fellows in the world, 
an a man could light on them, would take her 
with all faults, and money enough. 133 

Gre. I cannot tell: but I had as lief take her 
dowry with this condition, to be whipped at the 
high-cross every morning. 136 

Hor. Faith, as you say, then’s small choice 
in rotten apples. But, come: since this bar in 
«w makes us friends, it shall be so far forth 
friendly maintained, till by helping Bapdsta’s 
eldest daughter to a husband, we set his youngest 
tree for a husband, and then have to t afresh. 
Sweet Bianca 1 Happy man be his dole! He 
mat runs fastest gets the ring. How say you, 
Signior Gremio? <45 


Gre. I am agreed: and would I had given him 
the best-horse in Padua to begin his wooing, 
that would thoroughly woo her, wed her, and 
bed her, and rid the house of her. Come on. 149 
[Exeunt gremio and hortensio. 
Tra. I pray, sir, tell me, is it possible 
That love should of a sudden take such hold? 

Luc. O Tranio! till I found it to be true, 13s 
I never thought it possible or likely; 

Blit see, while idly I stood looking on, 

I found the effect of love in idleness; 

And now in plainness do confess to thee, 156 
That art to me as secret and as dear 
As Anna to the Queen of Carthage was, 
Tranio, I bum, 1 pine, I perish, Tranio, 

If I achieve not this young modest girl. i«o 
Counsel me, Tranio, for I know thou canst: 
Assist me, Tranio, for I know thou wilt. 

Tra. Master, it is no time to chide you now; 
Affection is not rated from the heart: 164 

If love have touch’d you, nought remains but so, 
Redime te captum, quam queas minima. 

Luc. Gramercies. lad; go forward; this con¬ 
tents : 167 

The rest will comfort, for thy counsel’s sound. 
7 ra. Master, you look'd so longly on the 
maid. 

Perhaps you mark’d not what’s the pith of all. 

Luc. O yes, I saw sweet beauty in her face. 
Such as the daughter of Agenor had, 172 

That made great Jove to humble him to her 
hand. 

When with his knees he kiss'd the Cretan strand. 
Tra. Saw you no more? mark’d you not how 
her sister 

Began to scold and raise up such a storm 176 
That mortal ears might hardly endure the din? 

Luc. Tranio, I saw her coral lips to move. 
And with her breath she did perfume the air; 
Sacred and sweet was all I saw in her. 180 
Tra. Nay, then, 'tis time to sdr him from his 
trance. 

I pray, awake, sir: if you love the maid. 

Bend thoughts and wits to achieve her. Thus it 
stands: 

Her elder sister is so curst and 3hrewd, 184 

That till the father rids his hands of her, 
Master, your love must live a maid at home; 
And therefore has he closely mew’d her up, 187 
Because she will not be annoy’d with suitors, 
Luc. Ah, Tranio, what a cruel father’s he I 
But art thou not advis’d he took some care 
To get her cunning schoolmasters to instruct 
her? 

Tra. Ay, marry, am I, sir; ana now 'tis 
plotted. 192 

Luc. 1 have it, Tranio. 

Tra. Master, for my hand. 

Both our inventions meet and jump in one. 
Luc. Tell me thine first 
Tra. You will be schoolmaster, 

And undertake the teaching of the maid: 19a 
That’s your device. 

Luc. It is: may it be done? 

Tra. Not possible; for who shall bear your 
part. 



TAMING OF THE SHREW 248 Ucti 


And be in Padua here Vincentio’s son? 

Keen house and ply his book, welcome his 
friends; 200 

Visit his countrymen, and banquet them? 

Luc. Basta; content thee; for I have it full. 
We have not yet been seen in any house, 

Nor can we be distinguish’d by our faces 204 
For man, or master: then, it follows thus: 
Thou shalt be master, Tranio, in my stead, 
Keep house, and port, and servants, as I should: 
I will some other be; some Florentine. 208 
Some Neapolitan, or meaner man of Pisa. 

Tis hatch’d and shall be so: Tranio, at once 
Uncase thee, take my colour’d hat and cloak: 
When Biondello comes, he waits on thee; 212 
But I will charm him first to keep his tongue. 

t They exchange habits. 
Tra. So had you need. 

In brief then, sir, sith it your pleasure is, 

And I am tied to be obedient; 216 

For so your father charg’d me at our parting, 
‘Be serviceable to my son,’ quoth he. 
Although I think ’twas in another sense: 

I am content to be Lucentio, 220 

Because so well I love Lucentio. 

Luc. Tranio, be so, because Lucentio loves; 
And let me be a slave, to achieve that maid 
Whose sudden sight hath thrall’d my wounded 
eye. 224 

Here comes the rogue. 

Enter BIONDELLO. 

Sitrah, where have vou been? 
Bion. Where have 1 been! Nay, how now! 
where are you ? 

Master, has my fellow Tranio stol’n your 
clothes, 

Or you stol’n his? or both? pray, what’s the 
news? 228 

Luc. Sirrah, come hither: ’tis no time to jest, 
And therefore frame your manners to the tune. 
Your fellow Tranio, here, to save my life. 

Puts my apparel and my countenance on, 232 
And I for my escape have put on his; 

For in a quarrel since I came ashore 
I kill’d a man, and fear I was descried. 

Wait you on him, I charge you, as becomes, 236 
While I make way from hence to save my life: 
You understand me? 

Bion. I, sir! ne’er a whit. 

Luc. And not a jot of Tranio in your mouth: 
Tranio is changed to Lucentio. 240 

Bion. The better for him: would I were so 
too! 

Tra. So would I, faith, boy, to have the next 

wish after. 

That Lucentio indeed had Baptista’s youngest 
daughter. 

But, sirrah, not for my sake, but your master’s, 
I advise 244 

You use your manners discreetly in all kind of 
companies: 

When I am alone, why, then I am Tranio; 
But in all places else your master, Lucentio. 

Luc. Tranio, let’s go. One thing more rests, 
that thyself execute, to make one among these 


wooers: if thou ask me why, suffice* my rea¬ 
sons are both good and weighty. [Exeunt. 

The Presenters above speak. 

First Serv. My lord, you nod; you do not 
mind the play. 252 

Sly. Yes, by Saint Anne, I do. Agoodmattei, 
surely: comes there any more of it? 

Page. My lord, 'tis but begun. 

Sir. ’Tis a very excellent piece of work, 
madam lady: would’twere done! 257 

[They sit and mark. 


Scene n.— The Same. Before hortensio’ 
House. 

Enter petruchio and grumio. 

Pet. Verona, for awhile 1 take my leave, 

To see my friends in Padua; but, of all 
My best beloved and approved friend, 
Hortensio; and I trow this is his house. 4 
Here, sirrah Grumio', knock, 1 say. 

Gru. Knock, sir! whom should I knock? is 
there any man has rebused your worship ? 

Pet. Villain, I say, knock me here soundly, s 
Gru. Knock you here, sir! why, sir, what am 
I, sir, that I should knock you here, sir? 

Pet. Villain, I say, knock me at this gate; 
And rap me well, or I’ll knock your knave’s 
pate. 12 

Gru. My master is grown quarrelsome. I 
should knock you first, 

And then I know after who comes by the worst. 
Pel. Will It not be? 

Faith, sirrah, an you’ll not knock, I’ll ring It; 
I’ll try how you can sol, fa. and sing it. 17 
| He wrings oRtn.no by the ears. 
Gru. Help, masters, help! my master is mad. 
Pet. Now, knock when I bid you, sirrah 
villainl 

Enter hortensio. 

Hor. How now! what’s the matter? My old 
friend Grumio! and my good friend Petruchio! 
How do you all at Verona? 

Pet. Signior Hortensio, come you to part the 
fray? 

Con tutto il euore ben trorato, may I say. 24 
Hor. AUa nostra casa ben vcnuto; molto 
honorato signior mio Petruchio. 

Rise, Grumio, rise: we will compound this 
quarrel. 

Gru. Nay, 'tis no matter, sir, what he ’leges in 
Latin. If this be not a lawful cause for me to 
leave his service, look you, sir, he bid me knock 
him and rap him soundly, sir: well, was it fit for 
a servant to use his master so; being, perhaps, 
for aught I see, two-and-thirty, a pip out? 33 
Whom would to God, I had well knock'd at 
first. 

Then had not Grumio come by the wont. 

Pet. A senseless villain! Good Hortensio, 

I bade the rascal knock upon your gate, 37 
And could not get him for my heart to do It. » 
Gru. Knock at the gate! O heavens I Spake 
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you not these words plain, 'Sirrah, knock me 
here, rap me here', knock me well, and knock me 
soundly ?’ And come you now with ‘ knocking 
at the gate?’ 43 

Pet. Sirrah, be gone, or talk not, I advise you. 
Hor. Petruchio, patience; I am Gruinio’s 
pledge. 45 

Why, this’s a heavy chance ’twixt him and you. 
Your ancient, misty, pleasant servant Crumio. 
And tell me now, sweet friend, what happy gale 
Blows you to Padua here from old Verona? 49 
Pet. Such windas scatters young men through 
the world 

To seek their fortunes further than at home. 
Where small experience grows. But in a few, 52 
Signior Hortensio, thus it stands with me: 
Antonio, my father, is deceas’d, 

And I have thrust myself into this maze. 
Haply to wive and thrive as best 1 may. 56 
Crowns in my purse I have and goods at home. 
And so am come abroad to see the world. 
Hor. Petruchio, shah 1 then come roundly 
to thee, 

And wish thee to a shrewd ill-favour’d wife ? 60 
Thou’dst thank me but a little for my counsel; 
And yet I’ll promise thee she shall be rich, 

And very rich: but thou ’rt too much my friend. 
And I’ll not wish thee to her. 64 

Pet. Signior Hortensio, ’twixt such friends 
as we. 

Few words suffice; and therefore, if thou know 
One rich enough to be Petruchio’s wife. 

As wealth is burden of my wooing dance, 68 
Be she as foul as was Florentius’ love. 

As old as Sibyl, and as curst and shrewd 
As Socrates’ Xanthippe, or a worse, 

She moves me not, or not removes, at least, 72 
Affection’s edge in me, were she as rough 
As are the swelling Adriatic seas: 

I come to wive it wealthily in Padua; 

If wealthily, then happily in Padua. 76 

Gru. Nay, look you, sir, he tells you flatly 
what his mind is: why, give him gold enough 
and marry him to a puppet or an aglet-baby; 
or an old trot with ne’er a tooth in her head, 
though she have as many diseases as fwo-and- 
fiftv horses: why, nothing comes amiss, eo 
money comes withal. 

Hor. Petruchio, since we are stepp’d thus 
far in, 84 

I will continue that I broach’d in jest. 

I can, Petruchio, help thee to a wife 
With wealth enough, and young and beauteous. 
Brought up as best becomes a gentlewoman: 88 
Her only fault,—and that is faults enough,— 
Is, that she is intolerable curst 
Andshrewdand froward.so beyond all measure. 
That, were my state far worser than it is, 92 
I would not wed her for a mine of gold. 

Pet. Hortensio, peace! thou know’st not 
gold’s effect: 

Tell me her father’s name, and ’tis enough; 
For I will board her, though she chide as loud 
As thunder when the clouds in autumn crack. 

Hor. Her father is Baptists Minola, » 8 
An affable and courteous gen t l em a n ; 


Her name is Katharina Minola, iso 

Renown’d in Padua for her scolding tongue. 
Pet. I know her father, though I know not 
her; 

And he knew my deceased father well. 

I will not sleep, Hortensio. till I see her; 104 
And therefore let me be thus bold with you. 
To give you over at this first encounter. 
Unless you will accompany me thither. 

Gru. I pray yon, sir, let him go while the 
humour lasts. O’ my word, an she knew him as 
well as I do, she would think scolding would do 
little good upon him. She may, perhaps, call 
him half a score knaves or so: why, that’s 
nothing: an he begin once, he’ll rail in his rope- 
tricks. I’ll tell you what, sir, an she stand him 
but a little, he will throw a figure in her face, 
and so disfigure her with it that she shall have 
no more eyes to see withal than a cat. You 
know him not, sir. 

Hor. Tarry, Petruchio, I must go with thee. 
For in Baptista’s keep my treasure is: 120 

He hath the jewel of my life in hold. 

His youngest daughter, beautiful Bianca, 

And her withholds from me and other more. 
Suitors to her and rivals in my love; 124 
Supposing it a thing impossible. 

For those defects I have before rehears’d. 
That ever Katharina will be woo’d: 

Therefore this order hath Baptista ta’en, 128 
That none shall have access unto Bianca, 

Till Katharine the curst have got a husband. 

Gru. Katharine the curst I 
A title for a maid of all titles the worst. 132 
Hor. Now shall my friend Petruchio do me 
grace. 

And offer me, disguis’d in sober robes. 

To ola Baptista as a schoolmaster 
Well seen in music, to instruct Bianca; 136 
Tliat so I may, by this device, at least 
Have leave and leisure to make love to her. 
And unsuspected court her by herself. 

Gru. Here’s no knavery! See, to beguile the 
old folks, how the young folks lay their heads 
togetherl 

Enter OREMIO, and lucentio disguised, with 
books under his arm. 

Ms ster, master, look about you: who goes there, 
ha? 144 

Hor. Peace, Grumio! ’tis the rival of my 
love. 

Petruchio, stand by awhile. 

Gru. A proper stripling, and an amorous 1 
Gre. Ol very well; I have perus’d the note. 
Hark you, sir: I’ll have them very fairly bound: 
All books of love, see that at any hand, 

And see you read no other lectures to her. 
You understand me. Over and beside 152 
Signior Baptista’s liberality, 

I’ll mend it with a largess. Take your papers 
too, 

And let me have them very well perfum’d; 
For she is sweeter than perfume Itself 156 
To whom they go to. What will you read to 
her! 


1 
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Luc. Whate’er I read to her. I’ll plead for 

As foi^rny patron, stand you so assur'd. 

As firmly as yourself were still in place; 160 
Yea, and perhaps with more successful words 
Than you, unless you were a scholar, sir. 

Gre. O! this learning, what a thing it is. 

Gru. O! this woodcock, what an ass it is. 164 
Pet. Peace, sirrah! 

Hor. Grumio, mum! Goo save you, Signior 
Gremio! 

Gre. And you’re well met, Signior Hortensio. 
Trow you whither I am going! To Baptista 
Minola. 168 

I promis’d to inquire carefully 
About a schoolmaster for the fair Bianca; 
And, by good fortune, I have lighted well 
On this young man; for learning and behaviour 
Fit for her turn; well read in poetry 173 
And other books, good ones, I warrant ye. 

Hor. ’Tis well: and I have met a gentleman 
Hath promis’d me to help me to another, i7« 
A fine musician to instruct our mistress: 

So shall I no whit be behind in duty 
To fair Bianca, so belov’d of me. 

Gre. Belov’d of me, and that my deeds shall 
prove. 180 

Gru. [Aside.] And that his bags shall prove. 
Hor. Gremio, ’tis now no time to vent our 
love: 

Listen to me, and if you speak me fair, 

X’li tell you news indifferent good for either. 184 
Here is a gentleman whom by chance I met. 
Upon agreement from us to his liking, 

Will undertake to woo curst Katharine; 

Yea, and to marry her, if her dowry please. 188 
Gre. So said, so done, is well. 

Hortensio, have you told him all her faults? 
Pet. I know she is an irksome, brawling 
scold: 

If that be all, masters, I hear no harm. 192 
Gre. No,saystmeso,friend? What country¬ 
man? 

Pet. Bom in Verona, old Antonio’s son: 
My father dead, my fortune lives for me; 

And I do hope good days and long to see. 198 
Gre. O, sir, such a life, with such a wife, were 
strange! 

But if you have a stomach, to’t i’ God’s name: 
You shall have me assisting you in all. 

But will you woo this wild-cat? 

Pet. Will I live? 200 

Gru. Will he woo her? ay, or I’ll hang her. 
Pet. Why came I hither but to that intent? 
Think you a little din can daunt mine ears ? 
Have I not in my time heard lions roar? 204 
Have I not heard the sea, puff’d up with winds. 
Rage like an angry boar chafed with sweat ? 
Have I not heard great ordnance in the field. 
And heaven’s artillery thunder in the skies ? 208 
Have I not in a pitched battle heard 
Loud 'iarums, neighing steeds, and trumpet*’ 
clang? 

And do you tell me of a woman’s tongue. 

That gives not half so great a blow to hear 212 
At will a chestnut in a farmer’s fire? 


Tush, tush I fear boys with bugs. 

Gru. [Aside.] For he fears none. 

Gre. Hortensio, hark: 

This gentleman is happily arriv’d, 216 

My mind presumes, for ms own good and ours. 

Hor. I promis’d we would be contributors. 
And bear his charge of wooing, whatsoe’er. 
Gre. And so we will, provided that he win 
her. 220 

Gru. {Aside.] I would I were as sure of a good 
dinner. 

Enter tranio, bravely apparelled; and 
BIONDELLO. 

Tra. Gentlemen, God save you! If I may 
be bold. 

Tell ine, I beseech you, which is the readiest way 
To the house of Signior Baptista Minola? 224 
Bion. He that has the two fair daughters: 
is’t he you mean? 

Tra. Even he, BiondeBo! 

Gre. Hark you, sir; you mean not her to— 
Tra. Perhaps, him and her, sir: what have 
you to do? 228 

Pet. Not her that eludes, sir, at any hand, I 
pray. 

Tra. I love no chiders, sir. Biondeilo, let 8 
away. 

Luc. [Aside.] Well begun, Tranio. 

Hor. Sir, a word ere you go: 

Are you a suitor to the maid you talk of, yea 
or no? 232 

Tra. And if I be, sir, is it any offence? 

Gre. No; if without more words you will get 
you hence. 

Tra. Why, sir, I pray, are not the streets as 
free 

For me as for you? 

Gre. But so is not she. 236 

Tra. For what reason, I beseech you? 

Gre. For this reason, if you’ll know. 

That she’s the choice love of Signior Gremio. 
Hor. That she’s the chosen of Signior Hor¬ 
tensio. 240 

Tra. SofUy, fay masters! if you be gentle¬ 
men, 

Do me tiiis right; hear me with patience. 
Baptista is a noble gentleman. 

To whom my father is not all unknown ; 244 

And were his daughter fairer than she is. 

She may more suitors have, and me for one. 
Fair Leda's daughter had a thousand wooers; 
Then well one more may fair Bianca have, 248 
And so she shall; Lucentio shall make one, 
Though Paris came in hope to speed alone. 
Gre. Whatl this gentleman will out-talk us 
aU. 

Luc. Sir, give him head: I know he’ll prove 
a jade. 232 

Pet. Hortensio, to what end are all these 
words? 

Hor. Sir, let me be so bold as ask yon. 

Did you yet ever see Baptista’s daughter? 

Tra. No, sir; but hear I do that he hath two, 
The one as famous for a scolding tongue 297 . 
As is the other for beauteous modesty. 
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Pet. Sir, sir, the first’s for me; let her go by. 
Gre. t ea, leave that labour to great Hercules, 
And let it be more than Alcides twelve. 261 
Pet. Sir, understand you this of me in sooth: 
The youngest daughter, whom you hearken for. 
Her father keeps from all access of suitors, 264 
And will not promise her to any man 
Until the elder sister first be wed; 

The younger then is free, and not before. 

Tra. If it be so, sir, that you are the man 2fiS 
Must stead us all, and me among the rest; 

And if you break the ice, and do this feat, 
Achieve the elder, set the younger free 
For our access, whose hap shall be to have her 
Will not so graceless be to be ingrate. 273 
Hor. Sir, you say well, and well you do con¬ 
ceive; 

And since you do profess to be a suitor, 

You must, as we do, gratify this gentleman, 276 
To whom we all rest generally beholding. 

Tra. Sir, I shall not be slack: in sign whereof. 
Please ye we may contrive this afternoon. 

And quaff carouses to our mistress’ health, 280 
And do as adversaries do in law. 

Strive mightily, but eat and drink as friends. 
Gru. 10 excellent motion I Fellows, let’s be 
Bion. I gone. 

Hor. The motion’s good indeed, and be it 
so:— 284 

Petruchio, I shall be your ben venuto. [Exeunt. 

ACT n 

Scene I,— Padua. A Room in baptista’s 
House. 

Enter katharina and bianca. 

Bian. Good sister, wrong me not, nor wrong 
yourself. 

To make a bondmaid and a slave of me; 

That I disdain: but for these other gawds, 
Unbind my hands. I’ll pull them off myself, 4 
Yea, all my raiment, to my petticoat; 

Or what you will command me will I do. 

So well I know my duty to my elders. 7 
Kath. Of all thy suitors, here I charge thee, tell 
Whom thou lov'st best: see thou dissemble not. 

Bian. Believe me, sister, of all the men alive 
I never yet beheld that special face 
Which I could fancy more than any other. 12 
Kath. Minion, thou best. Is't not Hortensio? 
Bian. If you affect him, sister, here I swear 
W plead for you myself, but you shall have him. 

Kath. Ol then, belike, you fancy riches more: 
You will have Gremio to keep you fair, 17 
Bian. Is it for him you do envy me so? 
Nay, then you jest; and now I well perceive 
You have but jested with me all this while: so 
I prithee, sister Kate, unde my hands. 

Kath. If that be jest, then all the rest was so. 

[Strikes her. 

Enter baptbta. 

Bap. Why, how now, darnel whence grows 
this insolence? 

Blanca, stand aside. Poor girl! she weeps. 24 
Go ply thy needle; meddle not with her. 


For shame, thou hilding of a devilish spirit. 
Why dost thou wrong her that did ne’er wrong 
thee? 

When did she cross thee with a bitter word? 28 
Kath. Her silence flouts me, and I’ll be re¬ 
veng’d. [Flics after BIANCA. 

Bap. What I in my sight? Bianca, get thee in. 

[Exit BIANCA. 

Kath. What! will you not suffer me? Nay, 
now I see 

She is your treasure, she must have a husband; 
I must dance bar e-foot on her wedding-day, 33 
And, for your love to her, lead apes in hell. 
Talk not to me: I will go sit and weep 
Till I can find occasion of revenge. [Exit. 

Bap. Was ever gentleman thus griev'd as I ? 
But who comes here? 

Enter gremio, with lucentto in the habit of a 
mean man; petruchio, with hortensio as 
a Musician; and tranto, with biondello 
bearing a lute and books. 

Gre. Good morrow, neighbour Bapdsta. 
Bap. Good morrow.neighbour Gremio. God 
save you, gentlemen! 41 

Pei. And you, good sir. Pray, have you not a 
daughter 

Call'd Katharina, fair and virtuous? 

Bap. I have a daughter, sir, call’d Katharina. 
Gre. You are too blunt: go to it orderly. 45 
Pet. You wrong me, Signior Gremio; give 
me leave. 

I am a gentleman of Verona, sir. 

That, hearing of her beauty and her wit, 48 
Her affability and bashful modesty. 

Her wondrous qualities and mild behaviour. 
Am bold to show myself a forward guest 
Within your house, to make mine eye the wit¬ 
ness 32 

Of that report which I so oft have heard. 
And, for an entrance to my entertainment, 

I do present you with a man of mine, 

[Presenting hortensio. 
Cunning in music and the mathematics, 56 
To instruct her fully in those sciences, 
Whereof I know she is not ignorant. 

Accept of him, or else you do me wrong: 

His name is Lido, bom in Mantua. to 

Bap. You’re welcome, sir; and he, for your 
good sflkc. 

But for my daughter Katharine, this I know. 
She is not for your turn, the more my grief. 

Pet. I see you do not mean to part with hex. 
Or else you nke not of my company. 63 
Bap. Mistake me not; I speak but as I find. 
Whence are you, sir ? wha t may I call your name ? 

Pet. Petruchio is my name; Antonio’s son; 
A man well known throughout all Italy. to 
Bap. I know him well: you are welcome for 
his sake. 

Gre. Saving your tale, Petruchio, I pray. 
Let us, that are poor petitioners, speak too. 72 
Backus! you are marvellous forward. 

Pet. O, pardon me, Signior Gremio; I would 
fain be doing. 
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Gre. I doubt it not. sir; but you will curse 
your wooing. 

Neighbour, this is a gift very grateful, I am sure 
of it. To express the like kindness myself, that 
have been more kindly beholding to you than 
any, freely give unto you this young scholar, 
[Presenting lucentio.] that has been long 
studying at Rheims; as cunning in Greek, 
Latin, and other languages, as the other in 
music and mathematics. His name is Cambio; 
pray accept his service. 84 

Bap. A thousand thanks, Signior Gremio; 
welcome, good Cambio.— 17b tranio.] But, gentle 
sir, methinks you walk like a stranger: may 1 be 
so bold to know the cause of your coming ? 88 
Tra. Pardon me, sir, the boldness is mine own. 
That, being a stranger in this city here. 

Do make myself a suitor to your daughter. 
Unto Bianca, fair and virtuous. 92 

Nor is your firm resolve unknown to me. 

In the preferment of :he eldest sister. 

This liberty is all that I request. 

That, upon knowledge of my parentage, 96 
I may have welcome ‘mongst the rest that woo, 
And free access and favour as the rest; 

And, toward the education of your daughters, 
I here bestow a simple instrument, 100 

And this small packet of Greek and La tin books: 
If you accept them, then their worth is great. 
Bap. Lucentio is your name, of whence, I 

7 ra?OfPisa , sir; son to Vincentio. 104 

Bap. A mighty man of Pisa; by report 
I know him well: you are very welcome, sir. 
[To hortensio.] Take you the lute, [To lucen- 
no.l and you the set of books; 

You shall go see your pupils presently. tot 
Holla, within 1 


Enter a Servant. 

Sirrah, lead these gentlemen 
To my two daughters, and thee tell them both 
These are their tutors: bid them use them well. 
[Exit Servant, with hortensio, lucentio, 

and BIONDELLO. 

We will go walk a little in the orchard, 112 
And then to dinner. You are passing welcome, 
And so I pray you all to think yourselves. 

Pet. Signior Baptists, my business asketh 
haste, 

And every day I cannot come to woo. 116 
You knew my father well, and In him me. 

Left solely heir to all his lands and goods. 
Which I have better’d rather than decreas'd: 
Then tell me, if I get your daughter’s love, 120 
What dowry shall I have with her to wife? 

Bap. Aftermydeaththeonehalfofmylands, 
And in possession twenty thousand crowns. 

Pet. And, for that dowry, I’ll assure her of 
Her widowhood, be it that she survive me, 125 
In all my lands and leases whatsoever. 

Let specialties be therefore drawn between us. 
That covenants may be kept on either hand. 12s 
Bap. Ay, when the special thing is well ob¬ 
tain'd. 

That ia, her love; for that ia all in alL 


Pet. Why, that is nothing; for I tell you, 
father, 

I am as peremptory as she proud-minded; 132 
And where two raging fires meet together 
They do consume the thing that feeds their fury: 
Though little fire grows great with little wind. 
Yet extreme gusts will blow out fire and all; 136 
So I to her, and so she yields to me; 

For I am rough and woo not like a babe. 

Bap. Well mayst thou woo, and happy be 
thy speed! 

But be thou arm’d for some unhappy words. 140 
Pet. Ay, to the proof; as mountains are for 
winds, 

That shake not, though they blow perpetually. 
Re-enter HORTENSIO, with his head broke. 
Bap. How now, my friend! why dost thou 
look so pale? 

Hor. For fear, I promise you, if I look pale. 
Bap. What, will my daughter prove a good 
musician? 14s 

Hor. I think she’ll sooner prove a soldier: 
Iron may hold with her, but never lutes. 

Bap. Why, then thou canst not break her to 
the lute? 14s 

Hor. Why. no; for she hath broke the lute 
to me. 

I did but tell her she mistook her frets, 

And bow’d her hand to teach her fingering; 
When, with a most impatient devilish spirit, 152 
‘Frets, call you these?’ quoth she; ‘I’ll fume 
with them;’ 

And, with that word, she struck me on the head. 
And through the instrument my pate made way; 
And there 1 stood amazed for a while, 156 
As on a pillory, looking through the lute; 
While she did call me rascal fiddler. 

And twangling Jack; with twenty such vile terms 
As she had studied to misuse me so. 160 
Per. Now, by the world, it is a lusty wench! 
I love her ten tunes more than e’er I did: 

O! how I long to have some chat with her! 
Bap. [To hortensio.] Well, go with me, and 
be not so discomfited: > 64 

Proceed in practice with my younger daughter; 
She's apt to learn, and thankfbl for good turns. 
Signior Petruchio, will you go with us, 

Or shall I send my daughter Kate to you? i«s 
Pet. I pray you do; I will attend her here, 
[Exeunt BAPTISTA, GREMIO, TRANIO, and 
HORTENSIO. 

And woo her with some spirit when she comes. 
Say that she rail; why then I’ll tell her plain 
She sings as sweetly as a nightingale: >71 

Say that she frown; I'll say she looks as clear 
As morning roses newly wash’d with dew: 

Say she be mute and will not speak a word; 
Then I’ll commend her volubility, 176 

And say she uttereth piercing eloquence: 

If she do bid me pack; I’U give her thanks. 

As though she bid me stay by her a week: 

If she deny to wed; I’ll crave the day 18° 
When I shall ask the banns, and when be 
married. • 

But here she comes ; and now, Petruchio, speak. 
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Enter kathabina. 

Good morrow, Kate; for that’s your came, I 
hear. 

Kath. Well have you heard, but something 
hard of hearing: 1S4 

They call me Katharine that do talk of me. 

Pet. You lie, in faith; for you are call’d 
plain Kate, 

And bonny Kate, and sometimes Kate the curst; 
But, Kate, the prettiest Kate in Christendom; 
Kate of Kate-Hall, my super-dainty Kate, 189 
For dainties are all cates; and therefore, Kate, 
Take this of me, Kate of my consolation; 
Hearing thy mildness prais'd in every town, 19s 
Thy virtues spoke of, and thy beauty sounded,— 
Yet not so deeply as to thee belongs,— 

Myself am mov’d to woo thee for my wife. 
Kath. Mov’d! in good time: let him that 
mov’d you hither 196 

Remove you hence. I knew you at the first. 
You were a moveable. 

Pet. Why, what’s a moveable 1 

Kath. A joint-stool. 

Pet. Thou hast hit it; come, sit on me. 
Kath. Asses arc made to bear, and so are you. 
Pet. Women are made to bear, and so are 
you. 201 

Kath. No such jade as bear you, if me you 
mean. 

Pet. Alas! good Kate, I will not burden thee; 
For, knowing thee to be but young and light,— 
Kath. Too light for such a swain as you to 
catch, 205 

And yet as heavy as my weight should be. 
Pet. Should be! should buz! 

Kath. Well ta'en, and like a buzzard. 

Pet. O slow-wing’d turtle! shall a buzzard 
take thee? 208 

Kath. Ay, for a turtle, as he takes a buzzard. 
Pet. Come, come, you wasp; i’ faith you are 
too angry. 

Kath. If I be waspish, best beware my sting. 
Pet. My remedy is, then, to pluck it out. 212 
Kath. Ay, if the fool could find it where it lies. 
Pet. Who knows not where a wasp does wear 
his sting? 

In his tail. 

Kath. In his tongue. 

Pet. Whose tongue? 

Kath. Yours, if you talk of tails; and so fare¬ 
well. tth 

Pet. What! with my tongue in your tail? 
nay, come again. 

Good Kate, I am a gentleman. 

Kath. That I'll try. {Striking him. 

Pet. I swear I’ll cuff you if you strike again. 
KarA. So may you lose your arms: 220 

if you strike me, you are no gentleman; 

And if no gentleman, why then no arms. 

Pet. A herald, Kate? O! put me in thy 
books. 

Kath. What is your crest? a coxcomb? 224 
Pet. A combless cock, so Kate will be my hen. 
Kath. No cock of mine; you crow too like a 
craven. 


Pet. Nay, come, Kate, come; you must sot 
look so sour. 

Kath. It is my fashion when I see a crab. 22S 
Pet. Why, here’s no crab, and therefore look 
not sour. 

Kath. There is, there is. 

Pet. Then show it me. 

Kath. Had I a glass, I would. 

Pet. What, you mean my face? 

Kath. Well aim’d of such a young one. 
Pet. Now, by Saint George, I am too young 
for you. 233 

Kath. Yet you are wither’d. 

Pet. ’Tis with cares. 

Kath. I care not. 

Pet. Nay, hear you, Kate: in sooth, you 
'scape not so. 

Kath. I chafe you, if I tarry: let me go. 236 
Pet. No, not a whit: I find you passing gentle. 
'Twas told me you were rough and coy and 
sullen. 

And now I find report a very liar; 

For thou art pleasant, gamesome, passing cour¬ 
teous, 240 

But slow in speech, yet sweet as spring-time 
flowers: 

Thou canst not frown, thou canst not look 
askance. 

Nor bite the lip, as angry wenches will: 

Nor hast thou pleasure to be cross in talk; 244 
But thou with mildness entertain'st thy wooers, 
With gentle conference, soft and affable. 

Why does the world report that Kate doth limp ? 
O slanderous world! Kate, like the hazel-twig, 
Is straight and slender, and as brown in hue 249 
As hazel nuts, and sweeter than the kernels. 
O! let me see thee walk: thou dost not halt 
Kath. Go, fooi, and whom thou keep’st com¬ 
mand. 252 

Pet. Did ever Dian so become a grove 
As Kate this chamber with her princely gait? 
O! be thou Dian, and let her be Kate, 

And then let Kate be chaste, and Dian sport¬ 
ful! 

Kath. Where did you study all this goodly 
speech? 237 

Pet. It is extempore, from my mother-wit 
Kath. A witty mother! witless else her son. 
Pet. Am I not wise? 

Kath. Yes; keep you warm. 260 

Pet. Marry, so I mean, sweet Katharine, in 
thy bed: 

And therefore, setting all this chat aside, 

Thus in plain tetms: your father hath consented 
That you shall'be my wife; your dowry ’greed 
on; 264 

And will you, niU you, I will marry you. 
Now, Kate, I am a husband for your turn; 
For, by this light, whereby I see thy beauty,— 
Thy beauty that doth make me like thee well,— 
Thou must be married to no man but me: 269 
For I am he am born to tame you, Kate; 

And bring you from a wild Kate to a Kate 
Conformable as other household Kates. 272 
Here comes your father: never make denial; 

1 must and will have Katharine to my wife. 
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Re-enter bapteta, gremio, and tranio. 
Bap. Now, Signior Petruchio, how speed you 
with my daughter? 

Pet. How but weB, sir? how but well? 276 
It were impossible I should speed amiss. 

Bap. Why, how now, daughter Katharine! in 
your dumps? 

Kath. Call you me daughter? now, I pro¬ 
mise you 

You have show'd a tender fatherly regard, 280 
To wish me wed to one half lunatic; 

A mad-cap ruffian and a swearing Jack, 

That thinks with oaths to face the matter out. 
Pet. Father, 'tis thus: yourself and all the 
world, 284 

That talk’d of her, have talk’d amiss of her: 

If she be curst, it is for policy. 

For she ’snot froward, but modest as the dove; 
She is not hot, but temperate as the mom; 288 
For patience she will prove a second Grissel, 
And Roman Lucrece for her chastity; 

And to conclude, we have ’greed so well to¬ 
gether. 

That upon Sunday is the wedding-day. 292 
Kath. I’ll see thee hang’d on Sunday first. 
Gre. Hark, Petruchio: she says she'll see thee 
hang’d first. 

Tra. Is this your speeding? nay then, good 
night our part! 

Pet. Be patient, gentlemen; I choose her for 
myself: 29S 

If she and I be pleas’d, what’s that to you? 
’Tis bargain’d ’twist us twain, being alone, 
That she 3hall still be curst in company. 

I tell you, *tis incredible to believe 300 

How much she loves me: O! the kindest Kate. 
She hung about my neck, and kiss on kiss 
She vied so fast, protesting oath on oath. 
That in a twink she won me to her love. 304 
O! you are novices: ’tis a world to see, 

How tame, when men and women are alone, 
A meacock wretch can make the curs test shrew. 
Give me thy hand, Kate: I will unto Venice 308 
To buy apparel 'gainst the wedding-day. 
Provide the feast, father, and bid the guests; 

I wiU be sure my Katharine shall be fine. 

Bap. I know not what to say; but give me 
your hands. 312 

God send you joy, Petruchio! ’ds a match. 

j -'"’'} Amen, say we: we will be witnesses. 
Pet. Father, and wife, and gentlemen, adieu. 
I will to Venice; Sunday comes apace: 31s 

We will have rings, and things, and fine array; 
Andjass me, Kate, we wifl be married o’ Sun- 

y * [Exeunt petruchio and katharina, 
severally. 

Gre. Was ever match clapp’d up so suddenly ? 
Bap. Faith, gentlemen, now 1 play a mer¬ 
chant’s part, 320 

And venture madly on a desperate mart 
Tra. ’Twas a commodity lay fretting by you: 
Twill bring you gain, or perish on the seas. 
Bap. The gain I seek is, quiet in the match. 
Gre. No doubt but he hath got a quiet catch. 


But now, BaptUta, to your younger daughter: 
Now is the day we long have looked for: 

I am your neighbour, and was suitor first 328 
Tra. And I am one that love Bianca more 
Than words can witness, or your thoughts can 
guess. 

Gre. Youngling, thou canst not love so dear 
as I. 33 t 

Tra. Greybeard, thy love doth freeze. 

Gre. But thine doth fry. 

Skipper, stand back: 'tis age that nourisheth. 
Tra. Butyouthinladies’eyesthatfiourisheth. 
Bap. Content you, gentlemen; I’ll compound 
this strife: 

Tis deeds must win the prize; and he, of both. 
That can assure my daughter greatest dower 337 
Shall have nut Bianca’s love. 

Say, Signior Gremio, what can you assure her? 
Gre. First, as you know, my house witfaiu the 
city 340 

Is richly furnished with plate and gold: 

Basins and ewers to lave her dainty hands; 
My hangings all of Tyrian tapestry; 

In ivory coffers I have stuff’d my crowns; 344 
In cypress chests my arras counterpoints, 
Costly apparel, tents, and canopies. 

Fine linen, Turkey cushions boss'd with pearl. 
Valance of Venice gold in needle-work, 348 
Pewter and brass, and all things that belong 
To house or housekeeping: then, at my farm 
I have a hundred milch-kine to the pail, 

Six score fat oxen standing in my stalls, 3S2 
And all things answerable to this portion. 
Myself am struck in years, I must confess; 
And if 1 die to-morrow, this is hers. 

If whilst I live she wiU be only mine. as 
Tra. That‘only’came well in. Sir.listtome: 
I am my father’s heir and only son: 

If I may have your daughter to my wife. 

I’ll leave her houses three or four as good, 380 
Within rich Pisa walls, as any one 
Old Signior Gremio has in Padua; 

Besides two thousand ducats by the year 
Of fruitful land, all of which shall be her 

jointure. 3«4 

What, have I pinch’d you, Signior Gremio? 

Gre. Two thousand ducats by the year ofland! 
My land amounts not to so much in all: 
That she shall have; besides an argosy 368 
That now is lying in Marseilles’ road. 

What, have I chok’d you with an argosy? 

Tra. Gremio, ’tis known my father hath no 
less 37 > 

Than three great argosies, besides two galliasses. 
And twelve tight galleys; these I wiU assure her. 
And twice as much, whate’er thou offer’st next 
Gre. Nay, I have offer’d all, I have no more; 
And she can have no more than all I have; 376 
If you like me, she shall have me and mine. 
Tra. Why, then the maid is mine from all 
the world. 

By your firm promise. Gremio is out-vied. 

Bap. I must confess your offer is the best; 
And, let your father make her the assurance, 381 
She is your own: else, you must pardon me: 

If you should die before him, where’s her dower ? 
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Tra. That's but a cavil: he Is old. I young. 
Cre. And may not young men die as well as 
old? 385 

Bap. Well, gentlemen, 

I am thus resolv’d. On Sunday next, you know. 
My daughter Katharine is to be married: 388 
Now, on the Sunday following^ shall Bianca 
Be bride to you, if you make this assurance; 

If not, to Signior Gremio: 

And so, 1 take my leave, and thank you both. 392 
Gre. Adieu, good neighbour. [Exit Battis¬ 
ta.] Now I fear thee not: 

Sirrah young gamester, your father were a fool 
To give thee all, and in his waning age 
Set foot under thy table. Tut I a toy! 396 
An old Italian fox is not so kind, my boy. [Exit. 
Tra. A vengeance on your crafty wither’d 
hide! 

Yet I have fac’d it with a card of ten. 

Tis in my head to do my master good: 400 
I see no reason, but suppos’d Lucentio 
Must get a father, called ‘ suppos’d Vincentio; ’ 
And that’s a wonder: fathers, commonly 
Do get their children; but in this case of woo¬ 
ing, 404 

A child shall get a sire, if I fail not of my cun¬ 
ning. l£xit. 


act in 

Scene I .—Padua. A Room in baftota’S 
House. 

Enter lucentio, hortensio, and BIANCA. 

Luc. Fiddler, forbear; you grow too forward, 
sir: 

Have you so soon forgot the entertainment 
Her sister Katharine welcom’d you withal? 

Hor. But, wrangling pedant, this is 4 
The patroness of heavenly harmony: 

Then give me leave to have prerogative; 

And when in music we have spent an hour, 

Your lecture shall have leisure for as much. 8 
Luc. Preposterous ass, that never read so far 
To know the cause why music was ordain’d! 

Was it not to refresh the mind of man 
After his studies or his usual pain? 12 

Then give me leave to read philosophy, 

And while I pause, serve in your harmony. 

Hor. Sirrah, I will not bear these braves of To teach you gamut in a briefer sort, 
thine. More pleasant, pithy, and effectual, 

Bian. Why, gentlemen, you do me double Than hath been taught by any of my trade: 
wrong, 16 And there it is in writing, fairly drawn. 

To strive for that which resteth in my choice, 
i am no breeching scholar in the schools; 

I’ll not be tied to hours nor 'pointed times. 

But learn my lessons as I please myself. 20 
And, to cut off all strife, here sit we down: 

Take you your instrument, play you the 
whiles; 

His lecture will be done ere you have tun’d. 

Hor. You’ll leave his lecture when I am in 
tune? [Retires. 

Luc. That will be never: tune your instru- 


Bian. Where left we last? 

Luc. Here, madam:— 

Hie ibat Simois; hie est Sigeia tellus; 28 
Hie steterat Priami regia celsa senis. 
Bian. Construe them. 

Luc. Hie ibat, as I told you before, Simois, 

I am Lucentio, hie est, son unto Vincentio of 
Pisa, Sigeia telius, disguised thus to get your 
love; Hie steterat, and that Lucentio that comes 
a wooing, Priami, is my man Tranio, regia, 
bearing my port, celsa senis, that we might be¬ 
guile the old pantaloon. 37 

Hor. [ Returning .] Madam, my instrument’s 
in tune. 

Bian. Let’s hear.— [hortensio plays. 

O fie! the treble jars. 40 

Luc. Spit in the hole, man, and tune again. 
Bian. Now let me see if 1 can construe it: 
Hie ibat Simois, I know you not, hie est Sigeia 
tellus, 1 trust you not; Hie steterat Priami, 
take heed he hear us not, regia, presume not; 
celsa senis, despair not. 

Hor. Madam, ’tis now in tune. 

Luc. All but the base. 

Hor. The base is right; ’tis the base knave 
that jars. 48 

How fiery and forward our pedant is! 

[Aside.] Now, for my life, the knave doth court 
my love: 

Pedascule, I’ll watch you better yet, 

Bian. In time I may believe, yet I mistrust. 
Luc. Mistrust it not; for, sure, Aiaddes 33 
Was Ajax, call’d so from his grandfather. 
Bian. I must believe my master; else, I pro¬ 
mise you, 

I should be arguing still upon that doubt; 56 
But let it rest. Now, Lido, to you. 

Good masters, take it not unkindly, pray. 
That I have been thus pleasant with you both. 
Hor. [To lucentio.) You may go walk, and 
give me leave a while: 60 

My lessons make no music in three parts. 

Luc. Are you so formal, sir? [Aside.] Well, 
I must wait, 

And watch withal; for, but I be deceiv’d. 

Our fine musician growetb amorous. 64 
Hor. Madam, before you touch the instru¬ 
ment. 

To leam the order of my fingering, 

I must begin with rudiments of art; 

~ ‘ . 68 


ment. 


Bian. Why, I am past my gamut long ago. 72 
Hor. Yet read the gamut of Hortensio. 
Bian. 

' Gamut ’ 1 am, the ground of all accord, 

' A re,' to plead Hortensio's passion; 

‘B mi,’ Bianca, take him for thy lord, 76 
‘ C fa ut,’ that loves with all affection: 

' D sol re,' one clef, two notes have l: 

' E la mi,’ show pity, or I die. 

Call you this gamut? tut, I like it not: 80 

Old fashions please me best: I am not so nice. 


.i Lt- luoiimua 111& uvoi, i am uui su 

a3 To change true rules for odd inventions. 
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Enter a Servant. 

Sen. Mistress, your father prays you leave 
your books, 

And help to dress your sister’s chamber up: 84 
You know to-morrow is the wedding-day. 
Bian. Farewell, sweet masters both: I must 
be gone. [ Exeunt bianca and Servant. 

Luc. Faith, mistress, then I have no cause 
to stay. [Exit. 

Hor. But I have cause to pry into this pe¬ 
dant: 88 

Methinks he looks as though he were in love. 
Yet if thy thoughts, Bianca, be so humble 
To cast thy wandering eyes on every stale, 
Seim thee that list: if once I find thee ranging, 92 
Hortensio will be a nit with thee by changing. 

[Exit. 

Scene II. — The Same. Before baptlsta’s 
House. 

Enter BAPTIST A, GREMIO, TRANIO, KATHAKINA, 

bianca, lucentio, and Attendants. 

Bap. [To tran:o.] Signior Lucentio, this is 
the ’pointed day 

That Katharine and Petruchio should be mar¬ 
ried, 

And yet we hear not of our son-in-'saw. 

What will be said? what mockery will it be 4 
To want the bridegroom when the priest attends 
To speak the ceremonial rites of marriage! 
What says Lucentio to this shame of ours? 
Kath. No shame but mine: I must, forsooth, 
be forc’d 8 

To give my hand oppos'd against my heart 
Unto a mad-brain rudesby, full of spleen ; 
Who woo’d in haste and means to wed at leisure. 
I told you, I, he was a frantic fool, 12 

Hiding his bitter jests in blunt behaviour; 

And to be noted for a merry man, 

He’ll woo a thousand, ’point the day of mar¬ 
riage. 

Make friends invite, and proclaim the banns; i« 
Yet never means to wed where he hath woo’d. 
Now must the world point at poor Katharine, 
And say, ‘Lo! there is mad Petruchio’s wife, 
If it would please him come and marry her.’ 20 
Tra. Patience, good Katharine, and Baptista 
too. 

Upon my life, Petruchio means but well. 
Whatever fortune stays him from his word: 
Though he be blunt, I know him passing wise; 
Though he be merry, yet withal he’s honest. 25 
Kath. Would Katharine had never seen him 
thought [Exit weeping, followed by 

bianca and others. 
Bap. Go, girl: I cannot blame thee now to 
weep, 

For such an injury would vex a very saint, 18 
Much more a shrew of thy impatient humour. 
Enter biondeclo. 

Bion . Master, master! news! old news, and 
Sttch news as you never heard of! 

Bap. Is it new and old too? how may that 
he! 33 


[act xn 

Bion. Why, is it not news to hear of Petru- 
chio's coming? 

Bap. Is he come? 3# 

Bion. Why, no, sir. 

Bap. What then? 

Bion. He is coming. 

Bap. When will he be here? 40 

Bion. When he stands where I am and sees 
you there. 

Tra. But, say, what to thine old news? 43 
Bion. Why, Petruchio is coming, in a new 
hat and an old jerkin; a pair of old breeches 
thrice turned; a pair of boots that have been 
candle-cases, one buckled, another laced; an o!d 
rusty sword ta’en out of the town-armoury, with 
a broken hilt, and chapeless; with two broken 
points: his horse hipped with an old mothy 
saddle and stirrups of no kindred; besides, 
possessed with the glanders and like to mose in 
the chine; troubled with the lampass, infected 
with the fashions, full of windgails, sped with 
spavins, rayed with the yellows, past cure of the 
fives, stark spoiled with the staggers, begnawn 
with the hots, swayed in the back, and shoulder- 
shotten: near-legged before, and with a half- 
checked bit, and a head-stall of sheep’s leather, 
which, being restrained to keep him from stum¬ 
bling, hath been often burst and now repaired 
with knots; one girth six times pieced, and a 
woman’s crupper of velurc, which hath two 
letters for her name fairly set down in studs, and 
here and there pieced with packthread. 65 
Bap. Who comes with him? 

Bion. O, sir! his lackey, for all the world 
caparisoned like the horse; with a linen stock 
on one leg and a kersey boot-hose on the other, 
gartered with a red and blue list; an old hat, 
and the ’humour of foity fancies’ pricked in’t 
for a feather: a monster, a very monster in 
apparel, and not like a Christian footboy or a 
gentleman’s lackey. 

Tra. ‘Tis some odd humour pricks him to 
this fashiop; 

Yet oftentimes he goes but mean-apparell’d. 76 
Bap. I am glad he is come, howsoe’er he 
comes. 

Bion. Why, sir, he comes not. 

Bap. Didst thou not say he comes? 

Bion. Who? that Petruchio came? So 
Bap. Ay, that Petruchio came. 

Bion. No, sir; I say his horse comes, with 
him on his back. 

Bap. Why, that’s all one. 84 

Bion. Nay, by Saint Jamy, 

I hold you a penny, 

A horse and a man 

Is more than one, SB 

And yet not many. 

Enter petruchio and ORUMIO. 

Pet. Come, where be these gallants? who is 
at home? 

Bap. You are welcome, sir. > 

Pet. And yet I come not well. 

Bap. And yet you halt not. 


256 
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Tra. Not to well apparell’d ft 

At I with you were. 

Pet. Were it better, I should rash in thus. 
But where is Kate? where is my lovely bride? 
How does my father ? Gentles, methmks you 
ftown: 96 

And wherefore gaze this goodly company. 

As if they saw some wondrous monument. 
Some comet, or unusual prodigy? 

Sap. Why, sir, you know this is your wedding- 
day: 100 

First were we sad, fearing you would not come; 
Now sadder, that you come so unprovided. 
Fie! doff this habit, shame to your estate, 

An eye-sore to our solemn festival. 104 

Tra. And tell us what occasion of import 
Hath all so long detain’d you from your wife. 
And sent you hither so unlike yourself? 

Pet. Tedious it were to tell, and harsh to hear: 
Sufficeth, I am come to keep my word, 109 
Though in some part enforced to digress; 
Which, at more leisure, I will so excuse 
As you shall well be satisfied withal. m 

But where is Kate? I stay too long from her: 
The morning wears, 'tis time we were at church, 
Tra. See not your bride in these unrevetent 
robes: 

Go to my chamber; put on clothes of mine. 116 
Pet. Not I, believe me: thus I’ll visit her. 
Bap. But thus, I trust, you will not many her. 
Pet. Good sooth, even thus; therefore ha’ 
done with words: 

To me she’s married, not unto my clothes, no 
Could 1 repair what she will wear in me 
As I can change these poor accoutrements, 
Twere well for Kate and better for myself. 

But what a fool am I to chat with you ns 
When I should bid good monow to my bride. 
And seal the title with a lovely kiss! 

[Exeunt petruciuo, okumio, and hiondeixo. 
Tra. He hath some meaning in his mad attire. 
We will persuade him, be it possible, ns 
To put on better ere he go to church. 

Bap. I’ll after him, and see the event of this. 
[Exeunt baptista, GitEMio, and Attendants. 
Tra. But to her love concemeth ns to add 
Her father’s liking: which to bring to pass, 13s 
As 1 before imparted to your worship, 

I am to gets man,—whate'er he be 
It skills not much, we’ll fit him to our turn,— 
And he shall be vincentio of Pisa, 136 
And make assurance here in Padua, 

Of greater sums than I have promised. 

So shall you quietly enjoy your hope. 

And many sweet Bianca with consent. 140 
Luc. Were it not that my fellow school¬ 
master 

Doth watch Bianca’s steps so narrowly, 
Twere good, methinks, to steal our marriage; 
Which once perform’d, let all the world say 

DO* I44 

I’ll keep mine own, despite of all the world. 

Tra. That by degrees we mean to look into. 
And watch our vantage in this business. 

Well over-reach the greybeard, Gremio, 14s 
The narrow-prying father, Minola, 


The quaint musician, amorous Lido; 

Ail for my master’s sake, Lucentio. 

Re-enter cremio. 

Signior Gremio, came you from the church? ijj 
Gre. As willingly as e’er I came from school. 
Tra. And is the bride and bridegroom com¬ 
ing home? 

Gre. A bridegroom say you? Tie a groom 
indeed, 135 

A grumbling groom, and that the girl shall find. 
7 >a. Curs ter than she? why, 'us impossible, 
Gre. Why, he’s a devil, a devil, a very fiend. 
Tra. Why, she’s a devil, a devil, the devil's 

dam. 

Gre. Tut i she’s a Iamb, a dove, a fool to him; 
HI tell you. Sir Lucentio: when the priest 161 
Should ask, if Katharine should be his wife, 
‘Ay, by gogs-wounsl’ quoth he; and swore so 
loud, 

That, all amaz'd, the priest let fill the book; i «4 
And, as he stoop’d again to take it up, 

The mad-brain’d bridegroom took him such a 
cuff 

That down fell priest and book and book and 
priest: 

’Now take them up,’ quoth he, 'if any list* 16S 
Tra. What said the wench when he arose 
again? 

Gre. Trembled and shook; for why he stampt 
and swore. 

As if the vicar meant to cozen him. 

But after many ceremonies done, m 

He calls for wine: 'A health!’ quoth he; as It 
He had been aboard, carousing to his mats* 
After a storm; quaff’d off the muscadel. 

And threw the sops all in the sexton’s face; tit 

Having no other reason 

But that his beard grew thin and hungeriy. 

And seem'd to ask him sops as he was dim? fag. 
This done, he took the bride about the neck, ilo 
And kiss'd her lips with such a clamorous 
That at the parting all the church did edbs: 
And I, seeing this, came thence for very shame; 
And after me, I know, the rout is coming, its 
Such a mad marriage never was before. 

Hark, hark! I hear the minstrels play. [Music. 

Re-enter PETRuemo, kathawna, bianca, bap¬ 
tist a, hortenho, okumio, and Train. 

Pet. Gentlemen and friends, I thank you for 
your pains: 

I know you think to dine with me to-day, itt 
Andhavepr.r.:! :’d great store ofwedding cheer; 
But so it u, my haste doth can me hence. 

And therefore here I mean to take my leave. 
Bap. b'tpoasibleyouwiHaway to-night? 19a 
Pet. I must away to-day, before night come. 
Make It no wonder: if you knew my bnstnasa, 
You would entreat me rather go than stay. 
And, honest company, I thank you all, 196 
That have beheld me give away myseif 
To this most patient, sweet, and v itm o ut wife. 
Dine with my father, drink a health to me. 
For I amt hence; and farewell to you all 
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[ACT IV 


Tra. Let us entreat you stay till after dinner. 
Pet. It may not be. 

Gre. Let me entreat you. 

Pet. It cannot be. 

Kath. Let me entreat you. 

Pet. I am content. 

Kath. Are you content to stay? 204 

Pet. I am content you shall entreat me stay, 
But yet not stay, entreat me how you can. 
Kath. Now, if you love me, stay. 

Pet. Grumio, my horse! 

Gru. Ay, sir, they be ready: the oats have 
eaten the horses. 209 

Kath. Nay, then, 

Do what thou canst. I will not go to-day: 

No, nor to-morrow, nor till I please myself. 212 
The door is open, sir, there lies your way: 
Youmay be jogging whiles your boots are green; 
For me, I’ll not be gone till I please myself. 
'Tis like you’ll prove a jolly surly groom, 216 
That take it on. you at the first so roundly. 

Pet. O Kate! content thee: prithee, be not 


angry. 

Kath. I will be angry: what hast thou to do? 
Father, be quiet; he shall stay my leisure. 220 
Gre. Ay, marry, sir, now it begins to work. 
Kath. Gentlemen, forward to the bridal 
dinner: 

I see a woman may be made a fool, 

If she had not a spirit to resist. 224 

Pet. They shall go forward, Kate, at thy 
command. 

Obey the bride, you that attend on her. 

Go to the feast, revel and domineer. 

Carouse full measure to her maidenhead, 22S 
Be mad and merry, or go hang yourselves: 

But for my bonny Kate, she must with me. 
Nay, look not big, nor stamp, nor stare, nor fret; 
I will be master of what is mine own. 232 
She is my goods, my chattels; she is my house. 
My household stuff, my field, my barn, 

My horse, my ox, my ass, my anything; 

And here she stands, touch her whoever dare; 
I’ll bring mine action on the proudest he 237 
That stops my way in Padua. Grumio, 

Draw forth thy weapon, we're beset with 
thieves; 

Rescue thy mistress, if thou be a nan. 220 
Fear not, sweet wench; they shall not touch 
thee, Kate: 

I’ll buckler thee against a million. 

[Exeunt PETRUCHIO, katharina, and grumio. 
Bap. Nay, let them go, a couple of quiet 
ones. 

Gre. Went they not quickly I should die 
with laughing. 244 

Tra. Of ail mad matches never was the like. 
Luc. Mistress, what’s your opinion of your 
sister? 

Bian. That, being mad herself, she’s madly 
mated. 

Gre. I warrant him, Pctruchio is Rated. 248 
Bap. Neighbours and friends, though bride 
and bridegroom wants 
For to supply the places at the table. 

You know there wants no junkets at the feast. 


Lucentio, you shall supply the bridegroom’s 
place, ?sa 

And let Bianca take her sister’s room. 

7 >o. Shall sweet Bianca practise how to 
bride it? 

Bap. She shall, Lucentio. Come, gentlemen, 
let’s go. [Exeunt. 


ACT IV 

Scene I. —A Hall in petruchio’s Country 
House. 

Enter grumio. 

Gru. Fit, fie, on all tired jades, on all mad 
masters, and all foul ways! Was ever man so 
beaten? was ever man so rayed? was ever man 
so weary? I am sent before to make a fire, and 
they are coming after to warm them. Now, 
were not I a little pot and soon hot, my very 
lips might freeze to my teeth, my tongue to 
the roof of my mouth, my heart in my belly, 
ere I should come by a fire to thaw me; but I, 
with blowing the fire, shall warm myself; for. 
considering the weather, a taller man than I 
will take cold. Holla, ho! Curtis. 12 

Enter CURTIS. 

Curt. Who is that calls so coldly? 

Gru. A piece of ice: if thou doubt it, thou 
mayst slide from my shoulder to my heel with 
no greater a run bin my head ana my neck. A 
fire, good Curtis. 17 

Curt. Is my master and his wife coming, 

Grumio? 

Gru. O! ay, Curtis, ay; and therefore fire, 
fire; cast on no water. 21 

Curt. Is she so hot a shrew as she’s reported? 

Gru. She was, good Curtis, before th's frost; 
but, thou knowest, winter tames man, woman, 
and beast; for it hath tamed my old master, and 
my new mistress, and myself, fellow Curtis. 

Curt. Awayi you three-inch-fool! I am no 

beast. =3 

Gru. Am I but three inches’ why, thy horn 
is a foot; and so long am 1 at the least. But 
wilt thou make a fire, or shall I complain on 
thee to our mistress, whose hand,—she being 
now at hand,—thou shalt soon feel, to thy cold 
comfort, for being slow in thy hot office? 

Curt. I prithee, good Grumio, tell me, how 
goes the world ? 36 

Gru. A cold world, Curtis, in every office but 
thine; and therefore, fire. Do thy duty, and 
have thy duty, for my master and mistress are 

almost frozen to death. 40 

Curt. There’s fire ready; and therefore, good 
Grumio, the news? 

Gru. Why, ‘Jack, boy! ho, boy!’ and as 

much news as thou wilt. 44 

Curt. Come, you are so full of cony-catching. 

Gru. Why therefore fire: for 1 have caught 
extreme cold. Where’s the cook? is supper 
rea dy, the house trimmed, rushes strewed, cob* 
webs swept; the serving-men in their new fus¬ 
tian, their white stocking*, and every officer his 
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wedding-garment on 5 Be the Jacks fair within, 
the Jills fair without, and carpets laid, and 
everything in order? S3 

Curt. All ready; and therefore, I pray thee, 
news? 

Gru. First, know, my horse is tired; my 
master and mistress fallen out, 57 

Curt. How? 

Gru. Out of their saddles into the dirt; and 
thereby hangs a tale. 60 

Curt. Let’s ha’t, good Grumio. 

Gru. lend thine ear. 

Curt. Here. 

Gru. [Striking him.] There. 64 

Curt. This is to feel a tale, not to hear a tale. 
Gru. And therefore it is called a sensible tale; 
and this cuff was but to knock at your ear and 
beseech listening. Now I begin: Imprimis , we 
came down a foul hill, my master riding behind 
my mistress,— 

Curt. Both of one horse? 

Gru. What’s that to thee? 72 

Curt. Why, a horse. 

Gru. Tell thou the tale: but hadst thou not 
crossed me thou shouldst have heard how her 
horse fell, and she under her horse; thou shouldst 
have heard in how miry a place, how she was be- 
moiled: how he left her with the horse upon 
her; how he beat me because her horse stum¬ 
bled; how she waded through the dirt to pluck 
him off me: how he swore; how she prayed, that 
never prayed before; how 1 cried; ho w the horses 
ran away; how her bridle was burst; how I lost 
my crupper; with many things of worthy 
memory, which now shall die in oblivion, and 
thou return unexperienced to thy grave. 

Curt. By this reckoning he is more shrew 
than she. 88 

Gru. Ay; and that, thou and the proudest of 
you all shall find when he comes home. But 
what talk 1 of this? Call forth Nathaniel, Joseph, 
Nicholas, Philip, Walter, Sugarsop, and the rest: 
let their heads he sleekly combed, their bluecoats 
brushed, and their garters of an indifferent knit: 
let them curtsy with their left legs, and not pre¬ 
sume to touch a hair of my master’s horsetail 
till they kiss their hands. Are they all ready? 97 
Curt. They are. 

Gru. Call them forth. 

Curt. Do you hear? ho! you must meet my 
master to countenance my mistress. tot 

Gru. Why, she hath a face of her own. 

Curt. Who knows not that? 

Gru. Thou, it seems, that callest for company 
to countenance her. 105 

Curt. I call them forth to credit her. 

Gru. Why, she comes to borrow nothing of 

than. 108 


Enter several Servants. 

Math. Welcome home, Grumio! 

Phil. How now, Grumio? 

Jos. What, Grumio 1 

Nich. Fellow Grumio! tn 

Nath. How now, old lad! 

Gru. Welcome, you; how now, you; what. 


you; fdllow, you; and thus much for greeting. 
Now, my spruce companions, is all ready, and 
all things neat? 117 

Nath. All things is ready. How near is our 
master? 

Gru. E’en at hand, alighted by this; and 
therefore be not,—Cock’s passion, silence! I 
hear my master. 

Enter PETRUCHto and KATH ARINA. 

Pet. Where be these knaves? What! no man 
at door 

To hold my stirrup nor to take my horse? 124 
Where is Nathaniel, Gregory, Philip?— 

All Serv. Here, here, sir; here, sir. 

Pet. Here, sir! here, sir! here, sir! here, sir! 
You logger-headed and uupolish’d grooms! 12S 
What, no attendance? no regard? no duty? 
Where is the foolish knave I sent before? ' 
Gru. Here, sir; as foolish as I was before. 
Pet. Youpeasantswainlyouwhoresonmalt- 
horse drudge! 132 

Did 1 not bid thee meet me in the park, 

And bring along these rascal knaves with thee? 

Gru. Nathaniel’scoat,sir,wasnotfullymade, 
And Gabriel’s pumps were ail unpink’d i’ the 
heel, 136 

There was no link to colour Peter’s hat, 

And Walter's dagger was not come from sheath¬ 
ing, 

There were none fine but Adam, Ralph, and 
Gregory; 

The rest were ragged, old, and beggarly; 140 
Yet, as they are, here are they come to meet you. 
Pet. Go, rascals, go, and fetch my supper in. 

[Exeunt some of the Servants. 
Where is the life that late I led? 

Where are those—? Sit down, Kate, and wel¬ 
come. 144 

Soud, soud, soud, soud! 

Re-enter Servants with supper. 

Why, when, I say?—Nay, good sweet Kate, be 
merry.— 

Off with my boots, you rogues! you villains! 
When? 

It was the friar of orders grey, 148 

As he forth walked on his way: 

Out, you rogue! you pluck my foot awry: 

[Strikes him. 

Take that, and mend the plucking off the other. 
Be merry, Kate. Some water, here; what, ho! 
Where's my spaniel Troilus? Sirrah, get you 
hence i$3 

And bid my cousin Ferdinand come hither: 

[Exit Servant. 

One, Kate, thatyoumustkiss, and be acquainted 
with. 

Where are my slippers? Shall I have some 
water? tj 6 

Come, Kate, and wash, and welcome heartily.— 
[Servant lets the ewer fall. PETRUCHIO 
strikes him. 

You whoreson villain! will you let it fall? 
Kath. Patience, I pray you; ’twaa a fault un¬ 
willing. 
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Pet. A whoreson, beetle-headed, flap-car’d 
knave I 160 

Come, Kate, sit down; I know you have a 
stomach. 

Will , ju give thanks, sweet Kate, or else shall 

What's this? mutton? 

First Serv. Ay. 

Pet. Who brought it? 

First Serr. L 

Pet. *Tis burnt; and so is all the meat. 164 
What dogs are these! Where is the rascal cook ? 
How durst you, villains, bring it from the 
dresser. 

And serve it thus to me that love it not? 167 
[Throws the meat, ice. at them. 
There, take it to you, trenchers, cups, and ail. 
You heedless joltheads and unmanner d slaves I 
What ldo you grumble? I’llbewithyoustraight. 

Kath. I pray you, husband, be not so disquiet: 
The meat was well if you were so contented. 172 
Pet. I tell thee, Kate, *twas burnt and dried 
away; 

And I expressly am forbid to touch It, 

For it engenders choler, planteth anger; 

And better 'twere that both of us did fast, 176 
Since, of ourselves, ourselves are choleric, 
Than feed it with such over-roasted flesh. 

Be patient; to-morrow't shall be mended. 

And for this night we’ll fast for company: 182 
Come, I will bring thee to thy bridal chamber. 
[Exeunt fetruchio, xatharina, and Curtis. 
Nath. Peter, didst ever see the like? 

Peter. He kills her in her own humour. 

Re-enter CURTIS. 

Gru. Where is he? 1S4 

Curt. In to chamber, making a sermon of 
continency to to; 

And rails, and swears, and rates, that she, poor 
soul. 

Knows not which way to stand, to look, to speak. 
And sits as one new-risen from a dream. 189 
Away, awayl for he is coming hither. [Exeunt. 

Re-enter rontucmo. 

Pet. Thus have I politicly begun my reign, 
And 'tis my hope to end successfully. 192 
My falcon now is sharp and passing empty. 
And dll she stoop she must not be fuU-gorg’d, 
For then she never looks upon to lure. 
Another way I have to man my haggard, 196 
To make to come and know her keeper’s call; 
That is, to watch her, as we watch thaw kites 
That bate and beat and will not be obedient. 
She eat no meat to-day, nor none shall eat; 200 
Last night she slept not, nor to-night she shall 
not: 

As with the meat, some undeserved fault 
I’U And about the making of the bed; 103 
And here I’ll fling the pillow, there the bolster, 
This way the coverlet, another way the sheets: 
Ay, and amid this hurly I intend 
That all 1s done in reverend care of to; 

And in conclusion she shall watch all night; so* 
And if die chance to nod I’U rail and brawl, 
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And with the clamour keep her still awake. 
This is a way to kill a wife with kindness; 

And thus 111 curb to mad and headstrong 
humour. su 

He that knows better how to tame a shrew, 
Now let him speak: ’tis charity to show. I Exit. 


Scene n .—Padua. Before baptista’s 
House. 

Enter TRANIO and HORTENSIO. 

Tra. Is’t possible, friend Lido, that Mintr 
Bianca 

Doth fancy any other but Lucentio? 

I tell you, sir, die bears me fair in hand. 

Hor. Sir, to satisfy you in what I have said, 4 
Stand by, and mark the manner of his teaching 
[They stand aside. 

Enter BIANCA and LUCENTIO. 

Luc. Now, mistress, profit you in what you 
read? 

Bian. What, master, read you? first resolve 
me that. 

Luc. I read that I profess, the Art to Love, s 
Bian. And may you prove, sir, master of 
your art! 

Luc. While you, sweet dear, prove mistress 
of my heart. 1 They retire. 

Hor. Quick proceeders, marry! Now, tell 
me, I pray, 

You that durst swear that your mistress Bianca 
Lov’d none in the world so well as Lucentio. 13 
Tra. O despiteful love! unconstant woman¬ 
kind! 

I tell thee. Lido, this is wonderftil. 

Hor. Mistake no more: I am not Lido, 16 
Nor a musician, as I seem to be; 

But one that scorns to live in this disguise. 

For such a one as leaves a gentleman. 

And makes a god of such a cullion: so 

Know, sir, that I am call’d Hortensio. 

Tra. Signior Hortensio, I have often heard 
Of your entire affection to Bianca; 

And since mine eyes are witness of her lightness, 

I will with you, if you be so contented, 25 
Forswear Bianca and her love for ever. 

Hor. See, how they kiss and court! Signior 
Lucentio, 

Here is my hand, and here I firmly vow 28 
Never to woo to more; but I do forswear to, 
As one unworthy all the former favours 
That I have fondly flatter’d her withal. 

Tra. And here I take the like unfeigned oath, 
Never to marry with her though she would en- 
treat. 33 

Fie on her! tee how beastly she doth court him. 
Hor. Would all the world, but he had quite 
forsworn! 

For me, that I may surely keep mine oath, 36 
I will be married to a wealthy widow 
Ere three days pass, which hath as long lov’d me 
As I have lovd this proud disdainful haggard.* 
And so farewell, Signior Lucentio. 40 

K indn et t in women, not their beauteous looks, 
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Shall win my love: and so I talce my leave. 

In resolution as I swore before. 

[Exit HORTENSO. LUCENTIO and BIANCA 
advance. 

Tra. Mistress Bianca, bless you with such 
grace 44 

As longeth to a lover's blessed case! 

Nay, I have ta’en you napping, gentle love, 
And have forsworn you with Hortensio. 
Bian. Tranio, you jest. But have you both 
forsworn me? 4a 

Tra. Mistress, we have. 

Luc. Then we are rid of Lido. 

Tra. T faith, he’ll have a lusty widow now, 
That shall be woo’d and wedded in a day. 
Bian. God give him joy! 5* 

Tra. Ay, and he’ll tame her. 

Bian. He says so, Tranio. 

Tra. Faith.heisgoneuntothetaming-school. 
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For I have bills tor money by exchange 
From Florences and must here deliver them. 

Tra. Well, sir, to do you courtesy. 

This will I do, and this I will advise you: s* 
First, tell me, have you ever been at Fisa? 

Fed. Ay, dr, in Pisa have I often been; 
Pisa, renowned for grave dtizens. 

Tra. Among them, know you one VincentiO? 
Fed. I know him not, but I have heard of him; 
A merchant of incomparable wealth. »S 
Tra. He is my father, sir; and, sooth to say. 
In countenance somewhat doth resemble you. 

Bian. [Aside.] As much as an apple doth an 
oyster, and all one. 

Tra. To save your life in this extremity. 
This favour will 1 do you for his sake; 104 
And think it not the worst of all your fortunes 
That you are like to Sir Vincentio. 

His name and credit shall you undertake. 


Bian. The taming-school I what, is there such And in my house you shall be friendly lodg’d, 


a place? 

Tra. Ay, mistress, and Petruchio is the mas¬ 
ter; 5 « 

That teacheth tricks eleven and twenty long, 

To tame a shrew, and charm her chattering 
tongue. 

Enter BIONDEIXO, running. 

Bian. O master, master I I have watch'd so 
long 

That I'm dog-weary; but at last I spied 6 c 
An ancient angel coming down the hill 
Will serve the turn. 

Tra. What is be, Biondello? 

Bion. Master, a mercatante, or a pedant, 

I know not what; but formal in apparel, 64 
In gait and countenance surely like a rather. 
Luc. And what of him, Tranio? 

Tra. If he be credulous and trust my tale. 
I’ll make him glad to seem Vincentio, 68 
And give assurance to Baptists Minola, 

As if he were the right Vincentio. 

Take in your love, and then let me alone. 

[Exeunt LUCENTIO and bianca. 

Enter a Pedant 
Fed. God save you, sir I 
Tra. And you, sir! you are welcome. 
Travel you far on, orareyouattheftirthest? 73 
Ped. Sir, at the farthest for a week or two; 
But then up further, and as far as Rome; 

And so to Tripoli, if God lend me life. 76 
Tra. What countryman, I pray? 

Ped. Of Mantua. 

Tra. Of Mantua, sir! marry, God forbid! 
And come to Padua, careless of your life? 

Ped. My life, sir! how, I pray? for that goes 
hard. to 

Tra. Tis death for any one in Mantua 
To come to Padua. Know you not the cause? 
Tour ships are stay'd a t Venice; and the duke,— 
For private quarrel ’twixtyour duke and him,— 
Hath publish'd and proclaim’d it openly. *5 
fi* marvel, but that you are but newly come, 

* °S nave beard it else prodaim’d about 

“*“• Alas, tirl it is worse for me than so; •• 


Look that you take upon you as you should! 109 
You understand me, sir; so shall you stay 
Till you have done your business in the city. 

If this be courtesy, sir, accept of it. in 

Ped. O sir, I do: and will repute you ever 
The patron of my life and liberty. 

Tra. Then go with me to make the matter 
good. 

This, by the way, I let you understand: u 6 
My father is here look’d for every day. 

To pass assurance of a dower in marriage 
’Twixt me and one Baptists's daughter here: 
In all these circumstances I’ll instruct you. 120 
Go with me to clothe you as becomes you. 

[Exeunt. 


Scene m .—A Room in petruchio’s House. 
Enter kathajuna and okumio. 

Gru. No, no, forsooth; I dare not, for my liTe. 
Kath. The mote my wrong the more his 
spite appears. 

What, did he marry me to famish me? 
Beggars, that come unto my father’s door, 4 
Upon entreaty have a present alms; 

If not, elsewhere they meet with charity: 

But L who never knew how to entreat, 

Nor never needed that I should entreat, s 
Am starv’d for meat, giddy for lack of sleep; 
With oaths kept waking, and with brawling fed. 
And that which spites me more than all these 
wants. 

He does it under name of perfect love; ra 
As who should say, if I should sleep or eat 
Twere deadly sickness, or else present death. 

I prithee go and get me some repast; 

I care not what, so it be wholesome food. 16 
Gru. What say you to a neat’s foot? 

Kath. ’Tis passing good: I prithee let me 
have it. 

Gru. I fear it is too choleric a meat 
How say you to a fat tripe finely broil d 7 ao 
Kath. Hike it wdl: good Grumio. fetch it me. 
Gru. 1 cannot tell; I fear ’Us d, Jeric. 

What say you to a piece of beef and mustard? 
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Kath. A dish that I do love to feed upon. 24 
Gru. Ay, but the mustard is too hot a little. 
Kath. why, then the beef, and let the mus¬ 
tard rest. 

Gru. Nay, then I will not: you shall have the 
mustard, 

Or else you get no beef of Grumio. 28 

Kath. Then both, or one, or anything thou 
wilt. 

ffru. Why then, the mustard without the beef. 
Kath. Go, get thee gone, thou false deluding 
slave, I Beats him. 

That feed’st me with the very name of meat. 32 
Sorrow on thee and all the pack of you. 

That triumph thus upon my misery 1 
Go, get thee gone, I say. 

Enter petkuckio with a dish of meat; and 
HORTENSIO. 

Pet. How fares my Kate? What, sweeting, 
all amort? 36 

Hor. Mistress, what cheer? 

Kath. Faith, as cold as can be. 

Pet. Pluck up thy spirits; look cheerfully 
upon me. 

Here, love; thou seest how diligent I am, 

To dress thy meat myself and bring it thee: 4° 
[Sets the dish on a table. 
I am sure, sweet Kate, this kindness merits 
thanks. 

What 1 not a word? Nay then, thou lov’st it not. 
And aljrriy pains is sorted to no proof. 

Here, take away this dish. 

Kath. I pray you, let it stand. 44 

Pet. The poorest service is repaid with thanks, 
And so shall mine, before you touch the meat. 
Kath. I thank you, sir. 

Hor. SigniorPetruchio, fie 1 you are to blame. 
Come, Mistress Kate, I’ll bear you company. 49 
Pet. lAside.] Eat it up all, Hortensio, if thou 
lov’st me. 

Much good do it unto thy gentle heart! 

Kate, eat apace: and now, my honey love, 52 
Will we return unto thy father's house. 

And revel it as bravely as the best. 

With silken coats and caps and golden rings, 
With ruffs and cuffs and farthingales and things: 
With scarfs and fans and double change of 
bravery, 57 

With amber bracelets, beads and all this 
knavery. 

What! hast thou din’d? The tailor stays thy 
leisure, 

To deck thy body with his ruffling treasure. 60 
Enter Tailor. 

Come, tailor, let us see these ornaments; 

Lay forth the gown.— 

Enter Haberdasher. 

What news with you, sir? 
Hab. Here is the cap your worship did be¬ 
speak. 

Pet. Why, this was moulded on a porringer; 
A velvet dish: fie, fie! 'tis lewd and filthy: 6 ; 
Why, 'tis a cockle or a walnut-shell. 


A knack, a toy, a trick, a baby’s cap: 

Away with it! come, let me have a bigger. 68 
Kath. I’ll have no bigger: this doth fit the 
time, 

And gentlewomen wear such caps as these. 

Pet. When you are gentle, you shall have one 
too; 

And not till then. 

Hor. [Aside.,) That will not be in haste. 

Kath. Why, sir, I trust I may have leave to 
speak, 73 

And speak I will; I am no child, no babe: 

Your betters have endur’d me say my mind. 
And if you cannot, best you stop your ears. 76 
My tongue will tell the anger of my heart. 

Or else my heart, concealing it, will break: 

And rather than it shall, I will be free 
Even to the uttermost, as I please, in words, so 
Pet. Why, thou sayst true; it is a paltry cap, 
A custard-coffin, a bauble, a silken pie. 

I love thee well in that thou lik’st it not. 

Kath. Love me or love me not, I like the cap. 
And it I will have, or I will have none. 85 
[Exit Haberdasher. 
Pet. Thy gown? why, ay: come, tailor, let 
us see’t. 

O mercy, God! what masquing stuff is here? 
What’s this? a sleeve? 'tis like a dcmi-cannon: 
What! up and down, carv’d like an apple-tart? 
Here’s snip and nip and cut and slish and slash. 
Like to a censer in a barber's shop. 

Why, what, i’ devil’s name, tailor, call’st thou 
this? $2 

Hor. [Aside.] I see, she's like to have neither 
cap nor gown. 

Tai. You bid me make it orderly and well. 
According to the fashion and the time. 

Pet. Marry, and did: but if you be re¬ 
member’d, 96 

I did not bid you mar it to the time. 

Go, hop me over every kennel home. 

For you shall hop without my custom, sir. 

I'll none of it: hence! make your best of it. 100 
Kath. 1 never saw a better-fashiou’d gown. 
More quaint, more pleasing, nor more com¬ 
mendable. 

Belike you mean to make a puppet of me. 

Pet. Why, true; he means to make a puppet 
of thee. 104 

Tai. She says your worship means to make 
a puppet of her. 

Pet. O monstrous arrogance! Thou licit, 
thou thread. 

Thou thimble, to8 

Thou yard, three-quarters, half-yard, quarter, 
nail! 

Thou flea, thou nit, thou winter-cricket thou! 
Brav’d in mine own house with a skein of thread! 
Away! thou rag, thou quantity, thou remnant. 
Or I shall so be-mete thee with thy yard 113 

As thou shall think on prating whilst thou liv’lt! 

I tell thee, I, that thou hast tnarr’d her gown. 

Tai. Your worship is deceiv’d: the gown is 
made 116» 

Just as my master had direction. 

Grumio gave order how it should be done. 
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Gru. I gave him no order; I gave him the stuff. 
Tai. But how did you desire it should be 

made? 120 

Gru. Marry, sir, with needle and thread. 

Tai. But did you not request to have it cut? 
Gru. Thou hast faced many things. 

Tai. I have. 124 

Gru. Face not me: thou hast braved many 
men; brave not me: 1 will neither be faced nor 
braved. I say unto thee, ] bid thy master cut 
out the gown: but I did not bid him cut it to 
pieces: ergo, thou best. 129 

Tai. Why, here is the note of the fashion to 
testify. 

Pet. Read it. 132 

Gru. The note lies in *s throat if he say I said so. 
Tai. Imprimis. A loose-bodied gown. 

Gru. Master, if ever I said loose-bodied gown, 
sew me in the skirts of it, and beat me to death 
with a bottom of brown thread. I said, a gown. 
Pet. Proceed. 

Tai. With a small compassed cape. 

Gru. I confess the cape. 140 

Tai. With a trunk sleeve. 

Gru. I confess two sleeves. 

Tai. The sleeves curiously cut. 

Pet. Ay, there's the villany. 144 

Gru. Error i’ the bill., sir; error i’ the bill. I 
commanded the sleeves should be cut out and 
sewed up again; and that I’ll prove upon thee, 
though thy little finger be armed in a thimble. 

Tai. This is true that I say: an I had thee in 
place where thou shouldst know it. 15a 

Gru. I am for thee straight: take thou the 
bill, give me thy mete- yard, and spare not me. 

Hot. God-a-mercy, Grumioi then he shall 
have no odds. 

Pet. Well, sir, in brief, the gown is not for 
me. 156 

Gru. You are i’ the right, sir; 'tis for my 
mistress. 

Pet. Go. take it up unto thy master’s use. 
Gru. Villain, not for thy fife I take up my 
mistress' gown for thy master’3 use! 16: 

Pet. Why, sir, what’s your conceit in that? 
Gru. O, sir, the conceit is deeper than you 
think for. 

Take up my mistress’ gown to his master's usel 
O, fie, fie, fie! 16s 

Pet. {Aside.] Hortensio, say thou wilt see the 
tailor paid. 

ITo Tailor.) Go take it hence; be gone, and say 
no more. 

Hor. [Aside to Tailor.) Tailor, I’ll pay thee 
for thy gown to-morrow: '6* 

Take no unkindness of his hasty words. 
Away! I say; commend me to thy master. 

I Exit Tailor. 

Pet. Well, come, my Kate; we will unto your 
father’s, 

Even in these honest mean habiliments, 172 
Our purses shall be proud, our garments poor: 
For 'tis the mind that makes the body rich; 
And as the sun breaks through the darkest 
clouds, 

bo honour peereth in the meanest habit. 176 


What is the jay more precious than the lark 
Because his feathers are more beautiful? 

Or is the adder better than the eel 
Because his painted skin contents the eye? 1S0 
O, no, good Kate; neither art thou the worse 
For this poor furniture and mean array. 

If thou account’st it shame, lay it on me; 

And therefore frolic: we will hence forthwith. 
To feast and sport us at thy father's house. 185 
Go, call my men, and let us straight to him; 
And bring our horses unto Long-lane end; 
There will we mount, and thither walk on foot. 
Let’s see; I think ’tis now some seven o’clock. 
And well we may come there by dinner-time. 

Kath. I dare assure you, sir, ’tis almost two; 
And’twill be supper-dmeereyoucome there. 192 
Pet. It shall be seven ere I go to horse. 
Look, what I speak, or do, or think to do, 

You are still crossing it. Sirs, let’t alone: 

I will not go to-day: and ere I do, 196 

It shall be what o’clock I say it is. 

Hor. Why, so this gallant will command the 
sun. I Exeunt. 


Scene IV. — Padua. Before baptista’s 
House. 

Enter TRANK), and the Pedant dressed like 
VINCENTIO. 

Tra. Sir, this is the house: please It you that 
Icall? 

Ped. Ay, what else? and, but I be deceived, 
Signior Baptista may remember me. 

Near twenty years ago, in Genoa, 4 

Where we were lodgers at the Pegasus. 

Tra. ’Tis well; and hold your own, in any 
case, 

With such austerity as ’longeth to a father. 
Ped. I warrant you. But, sir, here comes 
your boy; 8 

‘Twere good he were school’d. 

Enter biondello. 

Tra. Fear you not him. Sirrah Biondello, 
Now do your duty throughly, I advise you: 
Imagine 'twere the right Vincentio. ti 

Bion. Tut! fear not me. 

Tra. But hast thou done thy errand to Bap¬ 
tista? , , 

Bion. I told him that your father was at 
Venice, 

And that you look’d for him this day in Padua. 
Tra. Thou’rt a tall fellow: hold thee that to 
drink. >7 

Here comes Baptista. Set your countenance, 
sir. 

Enter baptbta and lucentio. 

Signior Baptista, you are happily met. 

[Tothe Pedant.) Sir, this is the gentleman I told 
you of: 20 

I pray you, stand good father to me now. 

Give me Bianca for my patrimony. 

Ped. Soft,sonl 

Sir, by your leave: having come to Padua «4 
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To gather in tome debts, my son Lucentio 
Made me acquainted with a weighty cause 


Of love between your daughter and I 
And,—for the good report I hear of you, *8 
And for the love he beareth to your daughter, 
And (he to him,—to stay him not too long, 

I am content, in a good father's care. 

To have him match'd; and, if you please to like 
No worse than 1 , upon some agreement 33 
Me shall you find ready and willing 
With one consent to have her so bestow'd; 
For curious I cannot be with you, 36 

Signior Baptists, of whom 1 hear so well. 

Bap. Sir, pardon me in what I have to say: 
Your plainness and your shortness please me 
well. 

Right true it is, your son Lucentio here 40 
Doth love my daughter and she loveth him, 
Or both dissemble deeply their affections: 
And therefore, if you say no more than this. 
That like a father you will deal with him 44 
And pass my daughter a sufficient dower. 

The match is made, and all is done: 

Your son shall have my daughter with consent. 
Tra. I thank you, sir. Where, then, do you 
know best 48 

We be affied and such assurance ta'en 
As shall with either part’s agreement stand? 
Bap. Not in my house, Lucentio; for, you 
know. 

Pitchers have ears, and I have many servants. j> 
Besides, old Gremio is hearkening still. 

And happily we might be interrupted. 

Tra. Then at my lodging an it like you: 
There doth my father lie, and there this night 
We’ll pass the business privately and well. 37 
Send for your daughter by your servant here; 
My boy shall fetch the scrivener presently. 
The worst is this, that, at so slender warning, 60 
You're like to have a thin and slender pittance. 
Bap. It likes me well. Cambio, hie you 
home. 

And bid Bianca make her ready straight; 
And, if you will, tell what hath happened: £4 
Lucentio's father is arriv’d in Padua, 

And how she's like to be Lucentio's wife. 

Luc. I pray the gods she may with all my 
heart I 

Tra. Dally not with the gods, bat get thee 
gone. £8 

Signior Baptists, shall I lead the way? 
Welcome 1 one mess is like to be your cheer. 
Come, sir; we will better it in Pisa. 

Bap. I follow you. 77 

[Exeunt tranio, Pedant, and baftota. 
Bion. Cambio! 

Luc. What sayst thou, Biondello? 

Bion. You saw my master wink and laugh 
upon you? 7 £ 

Luc. Biondello, what of that? 

Bion. Faith, nothing; but he has left me 
here behind to expound the.meaning or moral 
of bis signs and tokens. So 

Luc. Ipray thee, moralize them. 

Bion. Then thus. Baptists is safe, talking 
with the deceiving father of a deceitful son. 


Luc. And what of him? 84 

Bion. Hu daughter is to be brought by you 
to the supper. 

Luc. And then? 

Bion. The old priest at Saint Luke's church 
is at your command at all hours. 89 

Luc. And what of all this? 

Bion. I cannot tell, expect they are busied 
about a counterfeit assurance: take you assur¬ 
ance of her, cum priviiegio ad imprimendum 
solum. To the church I take the prihst, clerk, 
and some sufficient honest witnessed 
If this be not that you look for, I have no more 
to say, , 96 

But bid Bianca farewell for ever and a day. 

[Going. 

Luc. Hearest thou, Biondello? 

Bion. I cannot tarry: I knew a wench mar¬ 
ried in an afternoon as she went to the garden 
for parsley to stuff a rabbit; and so may you, 
sir; and so, adieu, sir. My master hath ap¬ 
pointed me to go to Saint Luke's, to bid the 
priest be ready to come against you come with 
your appendix. [Exit. 

Luc. I may, and will, if she be so contented: 
She will be pleas’d; then wherefore should 1 
doubt? 

Hap what hap may. I’ll roundly go about her: 
It shall go bard if Cambio go without her. 109 

[Exit. 


Scene V. —A public Road. 

Enter petruchio, katharina, hortenso, 
and Servants. 

ret. Come on, {’God's name; once more to¬ 
ward our father’s. 

Good Lord, how bright and goodly shines the 
moon! 

Kath. The moon! the sun: it is not moon¬ 
light now. 

Pet. I say it 4 the moon that shines so bright. 

Kath. I know it is the sun that shines so 
bright. ; 

Pet. Now, by my mother’s son, and that’s 
myself. 

It shall be moon, or star, or what I list, 

Or ere I journey to your father's house. * 

Go one and fetch our horses back again. 
Evermore cross'd and cross'd; nothing but 
cross'd 1 

Hor. Say as he says, or we shall never go. 

Kath. Forward, I pray, since we have come 

so far, » 

And be it moon, or sun. or what you please. 
An if you please to call it a rush-candle, 
Henceforth I vow it shall be to for me. 

Pet. I say it is the moon. 

Kath. I know it is the moon. 16 

Pet. Nay, then you lie; it is the blessed 
sun. 

Kath. Then God be blem'd, it is the Messed 
sun: ■ 

But sun it is not when you say it is not. 

And the moon changes even as your mind. *0 



scna v] 


265 


TAMING OF THE SHREW 


What you will have it nam’d, even that it to; 
And so, it shall be so for Katharine. 

Hor. Petruchio, go thy ways; the field is 
won. 

Pet. Well, forward, forward! thus the bowl 
should run, 24 

And not unluckily against the bias. 

But soft! what company is coining here? 

Enter vincentio, in a travelling dress. 

{To vincentio.] Good morTow, gentle mistress: 
where away? 

Tell me, sweet Kate, and tell me truly too, 28 
Hast thou beheld a fresher gentlewoman? 
Such war of white and red within her cheeks! 
What stars do spangle heaven with such beauty. 
As those two eyes become that heavenly face ? 32 
Fair lovely maid, once more good day to thee. 
Sweet Kate, embrace her for her beauty’s sake. 

Hor. A* will make the man mad, to make a 
woman of him. 36 


Pet. Come, go along, and see the truth 

hereof; 

For our first merriment hath made thee jealous. 

lExeunt all but HORTENSIO. 
Hor. Well, Petruchio, this has put me in 
heart. n 

Have to my widow! and if she be froward, 
Then hast thou taught Hortensio to be unto¬ 
ward. 1 Exit. 

ACT V 

Scene I.— Padua. Before LUCENTiO’s House. 
Enter on one side BIONDILLO, LUCENTIO, and 
BIANCA; OREMIO walking on the other side. 
Bion. Softly and swiftly, sir, for the priest to 
ready. 

Luc. X fly, Biondello: but they may chance 
to need thee at home: therefore leave us. 4 
Bion. Nay, faith, I’ll see the church o’ your 


Ka th. Y oung budding virgin, fair and fresh back; and then come back to my master as soon 


and sweet. 

Whither away, or where is thy abode? 

Happy the parents of so fair a child; 

Happier the man, whom favourable stars 40 
Allot thee for his lovely bed-fellow! 

Pet. Why, how now, Kate! I hope thou art 
not mad: 

This is a man, old, wrinkled, faded, wither’d. 
And not a maiden, as thou sayst he is. 44 


I can. 

[Exeunt LtlCENTIO, BIANCA, and BIONDELLO. 
Ore. I marvel Cambio comes not all this 
while. * 

Enter petruchio, hath arina, vincentio, 
and Attendants. 

Pet. Sir, here’s the door, this to Locentio’s 
house: 


Kath. Pardon, old father, my mistaking eyes, My father’s bears more toward the market- 
That have been so bedazzled with the sun place; ..... 

That everything I look on seemeth green: Thither must I, and here 1 leave you, ato. 

Now I perceive thou art a reverend father; 48 Vin. You shall not choose but drink before 
Pardon, I pray thee, for my mad mistaking. you go. 12 

Pet. Do. good old grandaire; and withal I think I shall command your welcome here, 

1 . D ** A L.. ..11 enMA aVisss ia tAnrorrl 


make known 

Which way thou travellest: if along with us, 

We shall be joyful of thy company. 5 * 

Vin. Fair sir, and you my merry mistress. 

That with your strange encounter much amaz d 
me, 

My name is called Vincentio; my dwelling, 

Pisa; 

And bound I am to Padua, there to visit 56 
A son of mine, which long I have not seen. 

Pet. What is his name? 

Vin. Lucentio, gentle sir. 

Pet. Happily met; the happier for thy son. 

And now by law, as well as reverend age, 60 
I may entitle thee my loving father: 

The sister to my wife, this gentlewoman, 

Thy son by this hath married. Wonder not, 

Nor be not griev’d: she is of good esteem, 64 
Her dowry wealthy, and of worthy birth; 

Beside, so qualified as may beseem 
The spouse of any noble gentleman. 

Let me embrace with old Vincentio; 68 

X^l d o“f^^^Woyou, Pel aV. ^» hi, mother says, if I may 

VbuBm to this true? or is it else your plea- beheve why> how n0Wi gcntle . 

Like pleasant travellers, to break a jest 7 * flat knavery, to take upon 

Upon the company you overtake? another .mans nal 5 ®; 

Hor. I do assure thee, father, so it to. 


And, by all likelihood, some cheer is toward. 

[Knocks. 

Gre. They're busy within; you were best 
knock louder. >6 

Enter Pedant above, at a window. 

Ped. What'she that knocks as he would beat 
down the gate? 

Via. Is Signior Lucentio within, sir? 

Ped. He’s within, sir, but not to be spoken 
withal. .. , 

Kin. What if a man bring him a hundred 
pound or two, to make merry withal? 

Ped. Keep your hundred pounds to yourself: 
he shall need none so long as I live. 25 

Pet. Nay, I told you your son was well beloved 
in Padua. Do you hear, sir? To leave frivolous 
circumstances, I pray you, tell Signior Lucentio 
that his father is come from Pisa, and is here 
at the door to speak with him. 

Ped. Thou llest: his father is come from 
Padua, and here looking out at the window. 32 
Vin. Art tbou his father? 


Ped. Lay hands on the villain: I beheve, a* 
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Bap. Son, I will be your half, Blanca comes. 
Luc. I’Q have no halve*; I'll bear it aU my¬ 
self. 

Re-enter biondellq. 

How nowl what news 7 

Bion. Sir, my mistress sends you word 
That she is busy and she cannot come. 81 
Pet. How I she is busy, and she cannot cornel 
Is that an answer? 

Ore. Ay, and a kind one too: 

Pray God, sir, your wife send you not a worse. 
Pet. I hope, better. 8 s 

Hot. Sirrah BiondeUo, go and entreat my 
wife 

To come to me forthwith. [Exit biondello. 

Pet. O ho) entreat her! 

Nay, then she must needs come. 

Hor. I am afraid, sir, 88 

Do what you can, yours will not be entreated. 

Re-enter HIOKDELLO. 

Sow, where’s my wife? 

Bion. She says you have some goodly jest in 
band: 

She will not come: she bids you come to her. 93 
Pet. Worse and worse; she will not cornel O 
vile, 

Intolerable, not to be endur’d! 

Sirrah Grumio, go to your mistress; say, 

I command her come to me. [£xir grumio. 
Hor. I know her answer. 96 

Pet. What? 

Hor. She will not. 

Pet. The fouler fortune mine, and there an 
end. 

Re-enter KATHARINA. 

Bap. Now, by my holidame, here comes 
Katharine! too 

Rath. What is your will, sir, that you send 
for me? 

Pet. Where is your sister, and Hortensio's 
wife? 

Rath. They sit conferring by the parlour fire. 
Pet. Go, fetch them hitter: if they deny to 
come, 104 

Swinge me them soundly forth unto their hus- 
bands. 

Away, I say, and bring them hither straight. 

l£xir KATHARINA. 

Luc. Here is a wonder, if you talk of a 
wonder. 

Hor. And so it is. I wonder what it bodes. 
Pet. Marry, peace it bodes, and love, and 
quiet life, 109 

An awful rule and right supremacy; 

And, to be short, what not that's sweet and 
happy. 

Bap. Now fair befall thee, good Petruchio! 
The wager thou hast won: and I will add us 
Unto their losses twenty thousand crowns; 
Another dowry to another daughter, 

For she is chang’d, as she had never been. it* 
Pet. Nay, I mil win my wager better yet. 
And show more sign of her obed i ence , 


Her new-built virtue and obedience. 

See where she comes, and brings your froward 
wives mo 

As prisoners to her womanly persuasion. 

Re-enter katharina, with bianca and Widow. 
Katharine, that cap of yours becomes you not: 
Off wiih that bauble, throw it under foot. 

[katharina pulls off her cap, and throws 
it down. 

Wid. Lord! let me never have a cause to 
sigh, ms 

Till I be brought to such a silly pass! 

Bian. Fie! what a foolish duty call you this? 
Imc. I would your duty were as foolish too: 
The wisdom of your duty, fair Bianca, ia8 
Hath cost me an hundred crowns since supper¬ 
time. 

Bian. The more fool you for laying on my 
duty. 

Pet. Katharine, I charge thee, tell these head¬ 
strong women 

What duty they do owe their lords and bus- 
bands. 13a 

Wid. Come, come, you’re mocking: we will 
have no telling. 

Pet. Come on, I say; and first begin with her. 
Wid. She shall not. 

Pet. I say she shall: and first begin with 
her. 136 

Rath. Fie, fie! unknit that threatening un¬ 
kind brow, 

And dart not scornful glances from those eyes. 
To wound thy lord, thy king, thy governor: 

It blots thy beauty as frosts do bite the meads, 
Confounds thy fame as whirlwinds shake fair 
buds, 24X 

And in no sense is meet or amiable. 

A woman mov'd is like a fountain troubled. 
Muddy, ill-seeming, thick, bereft of beauty; 144 
And while it is so, none so dry or thirsty 
Will deign to sip or touch one drop of it. 

Thy husband is thy lord, thy life, thy keeper. 
Thy head, thy sovereign; one that cares for 
thee, 148 

And for thy maintenance commits his body 
To painful labour both by sea and land. 

To watch the night in storms, the day in cold. 
Whilst thou liest warm at home, secure ana 
safe; 13s 

And craves no other tribute at thy hands 
But love, fair looks, and true obedience; 

Too little payment for so great a debt. 

Such duty as the subject owes the prince, 156 
Even such a woman oweth to her husband; 
And when she’s froward, peevish, sullen, sour. 
And not obedient to his honest will. 

What is she but a foul contending rebel, 160 
And graceless traitor to her loving lord?— 

I am ash&m’d that women are so simple 
To offer war where they should kneel for peace, 
Or seek for rule, supremacy, and sway, 164 
When they are bound to serve, love, ana obey k 
Why are our bodies soft, and weak, and smooth, 
Unapt to toil and trouble in the world, 

But that our soft conditions and our hearts i<* 
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DRAMATIS PERSONS 


Kino or France. 

Dura of Flounce. 

Bertram, Count of Rousillon. 

Lafeu, an old Lord. 

Pakolles, a follower of Bertram. 

Steward to the Countess of Rousillon. 

Lavache, a Clown in her household. 

A Page. 

Scene, — Rousillon, 


Countess of Rousillon, Mother to Bertram. 
Helena, a Gentlewoman protected by the Countess. 
An Old Widow of Florence. 

Diana, Daughter to the Widow. 

Mariana^ i Neighbours and Friends to the Widow. 
Lords, Officers, Soldiers, &c., French and Florentine. 
•is, Florence, Marseilles. 


ACT I 

SCENE L — Rousillon. A Room in the 
countess’s Palace. 

Enter BERTRAM, the COUNTESS of rousillon, 
Helena, and LAFEU, all in black. 

Count. In delivering my son from me, I bury 
a second husband. 

Ber. And I, in going, madam, weep o’er my 
father’s death anew; but I must attend his 
majesty’s command, to whom I am now in 
ward, evermore in subjection. 6 

Laf. You shall find of the king a husband, 
madam; you, sir, a father. He that so generally 
is at all times good, must of necessity hold his 
virtue to you, whose worthiness would stir it up 
where it wanted rather than lack it where there 
is such abundance. u 

Count. What hope is there of his majesty’s 
amendment? 

Laf. He hath abandoned his physicians, 
madam; under whose practices he hath per¬ 
secuted time with hope, and finds no other 
advantage in the process but only the losing of 
hope by time. 19 

Count. This young gentlewoman had a fa¬ 
ther,—O, that ‘had! how sad a passage ’tis!— 
whose skill was almost as great as his honesty; 
had it stretched so far, would have made na¬ 
ture immortal, and death should have play for 
lack of work. Would, for the king’s sake, he 
were living! I think it would be the death of 
the king’s disease. 27 

Laf. How called you the man you speak of, 
madam? 

Count. He was famous, sir, in his profession, 
and it was his great right to be so: Gerard de 
Narbon. 31 

Laf. He was excellent indeed, madam; the 
king very lately spoke of him admiringly and 
moumingly. He was skilful enough to have 
lived still, if knowledge could be set up against 
mortality. 37 

Ber. What is it, my good lord, the king 
languishee of? 

Laf. A fistula, my lord. 40 

Ber. I heard not of it before. 

Laf. I would it were not notorious. Was 


this gentlewoman the daughter of Gerard de 
Narbon? 44 

Count. His sole child, my lord; and be¬ 
queathed to my overlooking. I have those hopes 
of her good that ber education promises: her 
dispositions she inherits, which makes fair gills 
fairer; for where an unclean mind carries vir¬ 
tuous qualities, there commendations go with 
pity; they are virtues and traitors too: in her 
they are the better for their simpleness: she de¬ 
rives her honesty and achieves her goodness. 53 
Laf. Your commendations, madam, get from 
her tears. 

Count. Tis the best brine a maiden can sea¬ 
son her praise in. The remembrance of her 
father never approaches her heart but the 
tyranny of her sorrows takes all livelihood from 
her cheek. No more of this, Helena, go to, no 
more; lest it be rather thought you affect a 
sorrow, than have it. 62 

Hel. I do affect a sorrow indeed, but I have 
it too. 6 a 

Laf. Moderate lamentation is the right of 
the dead, excessive grief the enemy to the living. 

Hel. If the living be enemy to the grief, the 
excess makes it soon mortal. 68 

Ber. Madam, I desire your holy wishes. 

Laf. How understand we that? 

Count. Be thou blest, Bertram; and succeed 
thy father 

In manners, as in shape! thy blood and virtue 72 
Contend for empire in thee; and tny goodness 
Share with thy birthright! Love all, trust a few. 
Do wrong to none: be able for thine enemy 
Rather in power than use, and keep thy friend 76 
Under thy own life’s key: be check’d for silence, 
But never tax’d for speech. What heaven more 
wfll 

That thee may furnish, and my prayers pluck 
down. 

Fall on thy head! Farewell, my lord; 80 
’Tis an unseason’d courtier; good my lord. 
Advise him. 

Laf. He cannot want the best 
That shall attend his love. 

Count. Heaven bless him I Farewell, Ber¬ 
tram. [Exit 

Ber. [To Helena.] The beet wishes that can 
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be forged In your thoughts be servants to you! 
Be comfortable to my mother, your mistress, 
and make much of her. 88 

Laf. Farewell, pretty lady: you must hold 
the credit of your father. 

[Exeunt Bertram and lafeu. 
Hel. O! were that all. I think not on my 
father; 

And these great tears grace his remembrance 
more 92 

Than those I shed for him. What was he like? 
I have forgot him: my imagination 
Carries no favour in’t but Bertram’s. 

1 am undone: there is r.o living, none, 96 
If Bertram be away. It were all one 
That 1 should love a bright particular star 
And think to wed it, he is so above me: 

In his bright radiance and collateral light too 
Must I be comforted, not in his sphere. 

The ambition in my love thus plagues itself: 
The hind that would be mated by the lion 
Must die for love. ’Twas pretty, though a 
plague, X04 

To see him every hour; to sit and draw 
His arched brows, his hawking eye, his curls. 
In our heart’s table; heart too capable 
Of e\ety line and trick of his sweet favour: 108 
But now he's gone, and my idolatrous fancy 
Must sanctify his reiiques. Who comes here? 
One that goes with him: 1 love him for his sake; 
And yet 1 know him a notorious liar, ne 

Think him a great way fool, solely a coward; 
Yet these fix’d evils sit so fit in him, 

That they take place, when virtue's steely bones 
Look bleak in the cold wind: withal, full oft we 
see r16 

Cold wisdom waiting on superfluous folly. 


Enter parolles. 

Par. Save you, fair queen! 

Hel. And you. monarch! 

Par. No. 220 

Hel. And no. 

Par. Arc you meditating on virginity? 

He!. Ay. You have some stain of soldier in 
you; let me ask you a question. Man is enemy 
"to viiginity; how may we barricado it against 
him? 126 

Par. Keep him out, 

Hel. But he assails; and our virginity, tnouch 
valiant in the defence, yet is weak. Unfold to 
us some war-like resistance. 

Par. There is none: man, sitting down before 
5011, will undermine you and blow you up. 13s 

Hel. Bless our roar virginity from imder- 
mmcrs and blowers up! Is there no military 
policy, how virgins might blow up men ? 

Par. Virginity being blown down, man w'll 
quicUier be blown up: marry in blowing him 
down again, with the breach yourselves made, 
you lose your city. It is not politic in the com¬ 
monwealth of nature to preserve virginity. Loss 
of virginity is ratkmavTncrease, and there was 
never virgin pot till virginity was first lost. 
That you were made of is metal to make virgins. 


Virginity, by being once lost, may be ten times 
found: by being ever kept, it is ever lost. ’Tis 
too cold a companion: away with’tl 
Hel. I will stand for’t a little, though there¬ 
fore I die a virgin. 148 

Par. There’s little can be said in'tj 'tis 
against the rule of nature. To speak on the part 
of virginity is to accuse your mothers, which 
is most infallible disobedience. He that hangs 
himself is a virgin: virginity murders itself, and 
should be buried in highways, out of all sancti¬ 
fied iimit, as a desperate offendress against na¬ 
ture. Virginity breeds mites, much likes cheese, 
consumes itself to the very paring, and so dies 
with feeding his own stomach. Besi des, virginity 
is peevish, proud, idle, made of self-love, which 
is the most inhibited sin in the canon. Keep it 
not: you cannot choose but lose by’t! Out with’c! 
within the year it will make itself two, which is 
a goodly increase, and the principal itself not 
much the worse. Away with’t! 164 

Hel. How might one do, sir, to lose U to her 
own liking? 

Par. Let me see: marry, ill, to like him that 
ne’er it likes. 'Tis a commodity that will lose 
the gloss with lying; the longer kept, the less 
worth: off with’t, while ’tis vendible; answer die 
time of request. Virginity, like an old courtier, 
wean her cap out of fashion; richly suited, but 
unsuitable: just like the brooch and the tooth¬ 
pick, which wear not now. Y our date is better in 
your pie and your porridge than in your cheek: 
and your virginity, your old virginity, is like one 
of our French withered pears; it looks ill, it eats 
drily; marry, ’tis a withered pear; it was for¬ 
merly better; marry, yet ’tis a withered pear. 
Will you anything with it? 180 

Hel. Not my virginity yet. 

There shall your master have a thousand loves, 
A mother, and a mistress, and a friend, 

A phoenix, captain, and an enemy, 184 

A guide, a goddess, and a sovereign, 

A counsellor, a traitress, and a dear; 

His humble ambition, proud humility, 

His jarring concord, and his discord dulcet, 188 
His faith, his sweet disaster; with a world 
Of pretty, fond, adoptions Christendoms, 

That blinking Cupid gossips. Now shall he— 
I know not what he shall. God seud him well! 
The court’s a learning-place, and he is one—193 
Par. What one, i’ faith? 

Hel. That 1 wish well. ’Tis pity— 

Par. What’s pity? 196 

Hel. That wishing well had not a body in’t. 
Which might be felt; that we, the poorer born, 
Whose baser stars do shut us up in wishes, 
Might with effects of them follow our friends, 
And show what we alone must think, which 
never 201 

Returns us thanks. 

Enter a Page 

Page. Monsieur Parolles, my lord calls for 
you. lExtr. 

Par. I ittle Helen, farewell: if I can remem¬ 
ber thee. 1 will think of thee at court. 
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Bel, Monsieur Parolles, you were bom under 
■ charitable star. 20s 

Par. Under Mars, I. 

Bel. I especially think, under Mars. 

Par. Why under Mars? 

HeU The wars have so kept yon under that 
you must needs be born under Mars. 213 
Par. When he was predominant. 

Bel. When he was retrograde, I think rather. 
Par. Why think you so? 216 

Bel You go so much backward when you 
fight. 

Par. That's for advantage. 

Bel. So is running away, when fear proposes 
the safety: but the composition that your valour 
and fear makes in you is a virtue of a good wing, 
and I like the wear well. 223 

Par. I am so full of businesses I cannot 
answer thee acutely. I will return perfect cour¬ 
tier; in the which, my instruction shall serve to 
naturalize thee, so thou wilt be capable of a 
courtier’s counsel, and understand what advice 
shall thrust upon thee; else thou diest in thine 
unthankfulness, and thine ignorance makes thee 
away: farewell. When thou hast leisure, say thy 
prayera; when thou hast none, remember thy 
friends. Get thee a good husband, and use him 
as he uses thee: so, farewell. [Exit. 

Bel Gur remedies oft in ourselves do lie 
Which we ascribe to heaven: the fated sky 236 
Gives us free scope; only doth backward pull 
Our slow designs when we ourselves are dull. 
What power is it which mounts my love so high; 
That makes me see, and cannot feed mine eye? 
The mightiest space in fortune nature brings 241 
To join like likes, and kiss like native things. 
Impossible be strange attempts to those 
That weigh their pains in sense, and do suppose 
What ham been cannot be: who ever strove 24s 
To show her merit, that did miss her love? 

The king's disease,—my project may deceive 
me, 

But my intents are fix’d and will not leave me. 

[Exit. 


Scene EL— Paris. A Room in the kino’s 
Palace. 

Flourish of Cornets. Enter the KINO OF FRANCE, 
with letters; Lords and Others attending. 

■ King. The Florentines and Senoys are by the 


ears; 

Have fought with equal fortune, and continue 
A braving war. 

First Lord. So ’da reported, sir. 



A certainty, vouch’d from our cousin Austria, 
With caution that the Florentine will move us 
For speedy aid; wherein our dearest friend 

the business, and would seem 8 
To have us TY>Q tr^ denial. 

First Lord. His love and wisdom. 

Approv’d so to your majesty, may plead 
For credence. 


King. He hath arm'd our answer. 

And Florence is denied before he comes; 12 
Yet, for our gentlemen that mean to see 
The Tuscan service, freely have they leave 
To stand on either part. 

Sec. Lord. It well may serve 

A nursery to our gentry, who are sick tS 
For breathing and exploit. 

King. What’s he comes here? 

Enter BERTRAM, lafeu, and parolles. 

First Lord. It is the Count Rousillon, my 
good lord. 

Young Bertram. 

King. Youth, thou bear’st thy father's face; 
Frank nature, rather curious than in haste. 20 
Hath well compos’d thee. Thy father’s moral 
parts 

Mayst thou inherit too! Welcome to Paris. 
Ber. My thanks and duty are your majesty's. 
King. 1 would 1 had that corporal soundness 
now, 24 

As w hen thy father and myself in friendship 
First tried oui soldiership! He did look far 
Into the service of the time and was 
Discipled of the bravest; he lasted long; 28 
But on us both did haggish age steal on. 

And wore us out of act. It much repairs me 
To talk of your good father. In his youth 
He had the wit which I can well observe 32 
To-day in our young lords; but they may jot 
Till their own scorn return to them unnoted 
Ere they can hide their levity in honour. 

So like a courtier, contempt nor bitterness 36 
Were in his pride or sharpness; if they were. 
His equal had awak’d them; and his honour. 
Clock to itself, knew the true minute when 
Exception bid him speak, and at this time 40 
His tongue obey’d his hand: who were below 
him 

He us’d as creatures of another place. 

And bow’d hi*eminent top to their low ranks, 
Making them proud of his humility, 44 

In their poor praise he humbled. Such a man 
Might be a copy to these younger times, 

Which, follow’d well, would demonstrate them 
now 

But goers backward. 

Ber. His good remembrance, sir, 48 

Lies richer in your thoughts than on his tomb; 
So in approof Jives not bis epitaph 
As in your royal speech. 

King. Would I were with him! He would 
always say,— $2 

Methinks I hear him now; hit plausive word! 
He scatter’d not in ears, but Baited them, 

To grow them and to bear. ‘Let me not live,'— 
Thus his good melancholy oft began, 36 

On the catastrophe and heel of pastime, 

When it wad out,—'Let me not live,' quoth he, 
JAfler my flame la daojh tobethojnuff s» 

Ail ^utnew tfrmgs^isrtain; wSnecjoriganrants afw 
Mem fathcti of their garments; wham coo- 
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Expire before their fashions.' This he wish’d: 
I, after him, do after him wish too. 64 

Since I nor wax nor honey can bring home, 

I quickly were dissolved from my hive. 

To give some labourers room. 

Sec. Lord. You are lov’d, sir; 

They that least lend it you shall lack you first. 68 
King. I fill a place, I know’t. How long is’t, 
count. 

Since the physician at your father’s died? 

He was much fam’d. 

Ber. Some six months since, my lord. 
King. If he were living, I would try hun yet: 
Lend me an arm: the rest have worn me out 73 
With several applications: nature and sick¬ 
ness 

Debate it at their leisure. Welcome, count; 
My son’s no dearer. 

Ber. Thank your majesty. 76 

[Exeunt. Flourish. 


Scene HI. — Rousillon. A Boom in the 
COUNTESS’S Palace. 

Enter countess, Steward, and Clown. 
Count. I will now hear: what say you of this 
gentlewoman? 

Stew. Madam, the care I have had to even 
your content, I wish might be found in the 
calendar of my past endeavours; for then we 
wound our modesty and make foul the clearness 
of our deservings, when of ourselves we publish 
them. s 

Count. What does this knave here? Get you 

r >ne, sirrah: the complaints I have heard of you 
do not all believe: ’tis my slowness that I do 
not; for I know you lack not folly to commit 
them, and have ability enough to make such 
knaveries yours. 

do. 'Tis not unknown to you, madam, I am 
a poor fellow. 16 

Count. Well, sir. 

Clo. No, madam, ’tis not so well that I am 
poor, though many of the rich are damned. But, if 
I may have your ladyship’s good will to go to the 
world, Isbel the woman and I will do as we may. 
Count. Wilt thou needs be a beggar? 

Clo. I do beg your good will in this case. 
Count. In what case? 24 

Clo. In label's case and mine own. Service is 
no heritage: and I think I shall never have the 
blessing of God till I have issue o’ my body, for 
they say bames are blessings. 28 

Count. Tell me thy reason why thou wilt 
marry. 

Clo. My poor body, madam, requires it: I 
am driven on by the flesh; and he must needs 
go that the devil drives. 33 

Count. Is this all your worship’s reason? 
Clo. Faith, madam, I have other holy reasons, 
such as they are. 36 

Count. May the world know them? 

Clo. I have been, madam, a wicked creature, 
asyou and all flesh and blood are; and, indeed, 
I do marry that I may repent. 40 


Count. Thy marriage, sooner than thy 
wickedness. 

Clo. I am out o’friends, madam; and I hope 
to have friends for my wife’s sake. 44 

Count. Such friends are thine enemies, knave. 

Clo. You’re shallow, madam, in great friends: 
fbr the knaves come to do that for me which I 
am aweary of. He that ears my land spares my 
team, and gives me leave to in the crop: if I be 
his cuckold, he’s my drudge. He that comforts 
my wife is die cherisher of my flesh and blood; 
he that cherishes my flesh and blood loves my 
flesh and blood; he that loves my flesh and 
blood is my friend: ergo, he that kisses my wife 
is my friend. If men could be contented to be 
what they are, there were no fear in marriage; 
for young Charbon the puritan, and old Poysam 
the papist, howsome’er their hearts are severed 
in religion, their heads are both one; they may 
joul horns together like any deer i’ the herd. 60 

Count. Wilt thou ever be a foul-mouthed and 
calumnious knave? 

Clo. A prophet I, madam; and I speak the 
truth the next way: 64 

For I the bailed will repeat. 

Which men full ttue shall find: 

Your marriage comes by destiny. 

Your cuckoo sings by kind. 6S 

Count. Get you gone, sir: I’ll talk with you 
more anon. 

Stew. May it please you, madam, that he bid 
Heien come to you: of her I am to speak. 7a 

Count. Sirrah, tell my gentlewoman I would 
speak with her; Helen I mean. 

Clo. Was this fair face the cause, quoth she. 

Why the Grecians sacked Troy? 76 

Fond done, done fond. 

Was this Kins Priam’s joy? 

With that she stghed as she stood. 

With that she sighed as she stood, 80 

And gave this sentence then; 

Among nine bad if one be good. 

Among nine bad if one be good. 

There’s yet one good in ten. 84 

Count. What! one good in ten? you corrupt 
the song, sirrah. 

Clo. One good woman in ten, madam; which 
is a purifying o’ the song. Would God would 
serve the world so all the year! we’d find no 
fault with the tithe-woman if I were the parson. 
One in ten, quoth a’! An we might have a good 
woman bom but for every blazing star, or at an 
earthquake, ,'twould mend the lottery well: a 
man may draw his heart out ere a’ pluck one. 

Count. You'll be gone, sir knave, and do as I 
command you! 96 

Clo. That man should be at woman’s com¬ 
mand, and yet no hurt done 1 Though honesty 
be no puritan, yet it will do no hurt; it will wear 
the surplice of humility over the black gown of a 
big heart. I am going, forsooth: the business is 
for Helen to come hither. (Exit. 

Count. Well, now. 

Stew. I know, madam, you love your gentle¬ 
woman entirely. »»* 
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Count. Faith, I do: her father bequeathed 
her to me; and she herself, without other 
advantage, may lawfully make title to us much 
love as she finds: there is more owing her than 
is paid, and more shall be paid her than she’ll 
demand. in 

Stew. Madam, I was very late more near her 
than 1 think she wished me: alone she was, and 
did communicate to herself her own words to her 
own ears; she thought, I dare vow for her, they 
touched not any stranger sense. Hermatter was, 
she loved your son: Fortune, she said, was no 
goddess, that had put such difference betwixt 
their two estates; Love no god, that would not 
extend his might, only where qualities were level; 
Dian no queen of virgins, that would suffer her 
poor knight surprised, without rescue in the first 
assault or ransom afterward. This she delivered 
in the most bitter touch of sorrow that e’er I 
heard virgin exclaim in; which I held my duty 
speedily to acquaint you withal, sithence in the 
loss that may happen, it concerns you some¬ 
thing to know it. 1:8 

Count. You have discharged this honestly: 
keep it to yourself. Many likelihoods informed 
me of this before, which hung so tottering in the 
balance that I could neither believe nor mis¬ 
doubt. Pray you, leave me: stall this in your bo¬ 
som : and I thank you for your hones t care. I will 
speak with you further anon. lExit Steward. 

Enter HELENA. 

Even so it was with me when I was young: 136 
If ever we are nature’s, these are ours; this 
thorn 

Doth to our rose of youth rightly belong; 

Our blood to us, this to our blood is born: 
It is the show and seal cf nature’s truth, 140 
Where love’s strong passion is impress'd in 
youth: 

By our remembrances of days foregone, 

Such were our faults; or then we thought them 
none. 

Her eye is sick on’t: I observe her now. 144 
Hel. What is your pleasure, madam? 

Count. You know, Helen, 

I am a mother to you. 

Hel. Mine honourable mistress. 

Count. Nay, a mother: 

Why not a mother? When I said, ‘a mother,’ 
Methought you saw a serpent: what's in 
‘mother’ 145 

That you start at it? I say, I am your mother; 
And pat you in the catalogue of those 
That were enwombed mine: ’tis often seen 152 
Adoption strives with nature, and choice breeds 
A native slip to us from foreign seeds; 

You ne’er oppress’d me with a mother’s groan, 
Yet I express to you a mother’s care. 156 
God’s mercy, maiden 1 does it curd thy blood 
To say I am thy mother? What’s the matter. 
That this distemper’d messenger of wet, 

The many-colour'd Iris, rounds thine eye? 160 
Why? that you are my daughter? 

Bel. That I am not. 


Count. I say, I am your mother. 

Hel. Pardon, madam; 

The Count Rousillon cannot be my brother: 

I am from humble, he from honour’d name; 164 
No note upon my parents, his all noble: 

My master, my dear lord he is; and I 
His servant live, and will his vassal die. 

He must not be my brother. 

Count. Nor I your mother? 168 

Hel. You are my mother, madam: would 
you were,— 

So that my lord your son were not my brother,— 
Indeed my mother! or were you both our 
mothers, 

I care no more for than 1 do for heaven, 17a 
So I were not his sister. Can’t no other, 

But, I your daughter, he must be my brother? 
Count. Yes, Helen, you might be my daugh¬ 
ter-in-law : 

God shield you mean it not I daughter and 
mother 

So strive upon your pulse. What, pale again? 
My fear hath catch'd your fononess: now I 
see 

The mystery of your loneliness, and find 
Your salt tears’ head: now to all sense ’tis gross 
You love my son: invention is asham’d, 181 
Against the proclamation of thy passion. 

To say thou dose not: therefore tell me true; 
But tell me then, ’tis so; for, look, thy cheeks 184 
Confess it, th’ one to th’ other: and thine eyes 
See it so grossly shown in thy behaviours 
That in their kind they speak it: only sin 
And hellish obstinacy tie thy tongue. 


:88 


That truth should be suspected. Speak, is’t so ? 
If it be so, you have wound a goodly dew; 

Kit be not, forswear’t: howe’er, I charge thee. 
As heaven shall work in me for thine avail, 192 
To tell me truly. 

Hel. Good madam, pardon me! 

Count. Do you love my son? 

Hel. Your pardon, noble mistress! 

Count. Love you my son ? 

Hel. Do not you love him, madam? 

Count. Go not about; my love hath in’t a 
bond 196 

Whereof the world takes note: come, come, 
disclose 

The state of your affection, for your passions 
Have to the full appeach’d. 

Hel. Then, I confess. 

Here on my knee, before high heaven and 
you 200 

That before you, and next unto high heaven, 

I love your son. 

My friends were poor, but honest ;so’smy love: 
Be not offended, for it hurts not him 204 

That he is lov'd of me: I follow him not 
By any token of presumptuous suit; 

Nor would I have him dll I do deserve him; 
Yet never know how that desert should be. 208 
I know I love in vain, strive against hope; 

Yet, in this captious and intenible sieve 
I still pour in the waters of my love, 

And lack not to lose still. Thus, lndian-like, 212 
Religious in mine error, I adore 
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The son, that looks upon his worshipper. 

But knows ofhim no more. My dearest madam. 
Let not your hate encounter with my love 21s 
For loving where you do: but, if yourself. 
Whose aged honour cites a virtuous youth. 
Did ever m so true a flame of liking 219 

Wish chastely and love dearly, that your Dian 
Was both herself and Love; O! then, give pity 
To her, whose state is such that cannot choose 
But lend and give where she is sure to lose; 
That seeks not to find that her search implies, 
But, riddle-like, lives sweetly where she dies. 22J 
Count. Had you not lately an intent, speak 
truly. 

To so to Paris? 

Hel. Madam, I had. 

Count. Wherefore? tell true. 

Hel. I will tell truth; by grace itself I swear. 
You know my father left me some prescriptions 
Of rare and prov’d effects, such as his reading 
And manifest experience had collected 
For general sovereignty; and that he will'd me 
In heedfull’st reservation to bestow them, 233 
As notes whose faculties inclusive were 
More than they were in note. Amongst the 


rest. 

There is a remedy, approv’d, set down 236 

To cure the desperate languishings whereof 
The king is render’d lost. 

Count. This was your motive 

For Paris, was it? speak. 

Hel. My lord your son made me to think of 
this; 240 

Else Paris, and the medicine, and the king. 
Had from the conversation of my thoughts 
Haply been absent then. 

Count. But think you, Helen, 

If you should tender your supposed aid, 244 
He would receive it? He and his physicians 
Are of a mind; he, that they cannot help him. 
They, that they cannot help. How shall they 
credit 

A poor unlearned virgin, when the schools, 248 
EmbowelTd of their doctrine, have left off 
The danger to itself? 

Hel. There’s something in’t. 

More than my father’s skill, which was the 
great’st 

Of his profession, that his good receipt 232 
Shall for my legacy be sanctified 
By the luckiest stars in heaven: and, would 
your honour 

But give me leave to try success, Fd venture 255 
The well-lost life of mine on his Grace’s cure, 
By such a day, and hour. 

Count. Dost thou believe t? 

Hel. Ay, madam, knowingly. 

Count. Why, Helen, thou shalt have my 
leave and love, 

Means, and attendants, and my loving greet- 
tags 260 

To those of mine in court in stay at home 
And pray God’s blessing into thy attempt 
Be gone to-morrow; and be sure of this, 263 
What I can help thee to thou shalt not mbs. 

[Exeunt. 


ACT n 

Scene I.— Paris. A Room in the kino’s 
Palace. 

Flourish. Enter the kino, with divers young 
Lords taking leave for the Florentine war; 
Bertram, paroixes, and Attendants. 

King. Farewell, young lords: these war-like 
principles 

Do not throw from you: and you, my lords, 
farewell: 

Share the advice betwixt you; if both gain, all 
The gift doth stretch itself as ’tis receiv’d, 4 
And is enough for both. 

First Lord. Tis our hope, sir. 

After well enter’d soldiers, to return 
And find your Grace in health. 

King. No, no, it cannot be; and yet my heart 
Will not confess he owes the malady 9 

That doth my life besiege. Farewell, young 
lords; 

Whether I live or die, be you the sons 
Of worthy Frenchmen: let higher Italy— 12 
Those bated that inherit but the tall 
Of the last monarchy—see that you come 
Not to woo honour, but to wed it: when 
The bravest questant shrinks, find what yon 
seek 16 

That fame may cry you loud: I say, farewell. 
Sec. Lord. Health, at your bidding. Serve 
your majesty! 

King. Those iirls of Italy, take heed of them: 
They say, our French lack language to deny ao 
If they demand: beware of being captives. 
Before you serve. 

Both Lords. Our hearts receive your warn¬ 
ings. 

King. Farewell. Come hither to me. 

[Exit attended. 

First Lord. O my sweet lord, that you will 
stay behind us! 24 

Par. ’Tis not his fault, the spark. 

Sec. Lord. O! tis brave wars. 

Par. Most admirable: I have seen those wars. 
Ber. I am commanded here, and kept a coil 
with 

‘Too young,* and ‘ the next year,’ and * ’tis too 
early.’ 2* 

Par. An thy mind stand to’t, boy, steal away 
bravely. 

Ber. I shall stay here the forehorse to a 
smock, 

Creaking my shoes on the plain masonry. 

Till honour be bought up and no sword worn 32 
But one to dance with! By heaven! I’ll steal 
away. 

First Lord. There’s honour in the theft. 

Par. Commit it, count 

Sec. Lord. I am your accessary; and so fare¬ 
well. 

Ber. I grow to you, and our parting b a tor¬ 
tured body. 37 

First Lord. Farewell, captain. 

Sec. Lord. Sweet Monsieur Parolles! 

Par, Noble heroes, my sword and yours are 
kin. Good sparks and lustrous, a word, good 
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metals: you shall find in the regiment of the 
Spinii. one Captain Spurio, with his cicatrice, 
an emblem of war, here on his sinister cheek: it 
was this very sword entrenched it: say to him, 
I live, and observe his reports for me. 46 
Sec. Lord. We shall, noble captain. 

■ {Exeunt Lords. 

Par. Mars dote on you for bis novices 1 
What will ye do? 

Her. Stay; the king. so 

Re-enter kino ; parolles and BERTRAM retire. 
Par. Use a more spacious ceremony to the 
noble lords; you have restrained yourself within 
the list of too cold an adieu: be more expressive 
to them; for they wear themselves imthe cap of 
the time, there do muster true gait, eat, speak, 
and move under the influence of the most re¬ 
ceived star; and though the devil lead the mea¬ 
sure, such are to be followed. After them, and 
take a more dilated farewell. 

Ber. And I will do so. 60 

Par. Worthy fellows; and like to prove 
most sinewy swordmen. 

[Exeunt BERTRAM and PAROLLES. 


Enter lafeu. 

Laf. [Kneeling.] Pardon, my lord, for me 
and for my tidings. 

King. I'll fee thee to stand up. 64 

Laf. Then here’s a man stands that has 
brought his pardon. 

I would you had kneel’d, my lord, to ask me 
mercy, 

And that at my bidding you could so stand up. 

King. I would I had; so I had broke thy pate, 
And ask’d thee mercy for’t. 69 

Laf. Good faith, across: but, my good lord, 
’tis thus; 

Will you be cur’d of your infirmity? 

King. No. 72 

Ijaf. O! will you eat no grapes, my royal fox ? 
Yes, but you will my noble grapes an if 
My royal fox could reach them. I have seen a 
medicine 

That’s able to breathe life into a stone, 76 
Quicken a rock, and make you dance canary 
With spritely fire and motion; whose simple 
touch 

Is powerful to araise King Pepin, nay, 

To give great Charlemain a pen in's hand 80 
And write to her a love-line. 

King. What ’her’ is this? 

Laf. Why, Doctor She. My lord, there's one 
arriv’d 

If you will see her: now, by my faith and honour, 
If seriously I may convey my thoughts 84 

In this my light deliverance, I have spoke 
With one, that in her sex, her years, profession, 
Wisdom, and constancy, hath amaz’d me more 
Than I dare blame my weakness. Will you see 
her, 88 

For that is her demand, and know her business? 
That done, laugh well at me. 

King. Now, good Lafeu, 

Bring in the admiration, that we with thee 


May spend our wonder too, ot take off thine 9a 
By wond’ring how thou took’st it. 

Laf. Nay, I'll fit you. 

And not be all day neither. [Exit. 

King. Thus he his special nothing ever pro¬ 
logues. 

Re-enter LaFEU, with HELENA. 

Laf. Nay, come your ways. 

King. This haste hath wings indeed. 

Laf. Nay, come your ways; 97 

This is his majesty, say your mind to him: 

A traitor you do look like: but such traitors 
His majesty seldom fears: I am Cressid's uncle, 

T hat dare leave two together. Fare you well. 101 

[Exit. 

King. Now, fair one, does your business 
follow us? 

Hel. Ay, my good lord. 

Gerard de Narbon was my father; io« 

In what he did profess well found. 

King. I knew him. 

Hel. The rather will I spare my praises to¬ 
wards him: 

Knowing him is enough. On's bed of death 
Many receipts he gave me; chiefly one, 108 
Which, as the dearest issue of his practice. 

And of his old experience the only darling, 

He bade me store up as a triple eye, 

Safer than mine own two, more dear. I have so; 
And, hearing your high majesty is touch'd 113 
With that malignant cause wherein the honour 
Of my dear father’s gift stands chief in power, 

I come to tender it and my appliance, 116 
With all bound humbleness. 

King. We thank you, maiden; 

But may not be so credulous of cure, 

When our most learned doctors leave us, and 
The congregated college have concluded 110 
That labouring art can never ransom nature 
From her inaidable estate; I say we must not 
So stain our judgment, or corrupt our hope. 

To prostitute anr past-cure malady 114 
To empirics, or to dissever so 
Our great self and our credit, to esteem 
A senseless help when help past sense we deem. 

Hel. My duty then, shall pay me for my pains: 

I will no more enforce mine office on you; 129 
Humbly entreating from your royal thoughts 
A modest one, to bear me back again. 

King. I cannot give thee less, to be call’d 
gTateful. 133 

Thou thought'st to help me, and such thanks 
I give 

As one near death to those that wish him live; 
But what at full I know, thou know’st no part, 

I knowing all my peril, thou no art. 136 

Hel. What I can do can do no hurt to try. 
Since you set up your rest 'gainst remedy. 

He that of greatest works is finisher 
Oft does them by the weakest minister: 140 
So holy writ in babes hath judgment shown. 
When judges have been babes; great floods have 
Sown » 

From simple sources; and gnat seas have dried 
When miracles have by the greatest been denied. 
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Oft expectation fills, and most oft there 145 
Where most it promises; and oft It hits 
Where hope Is coldest and despair most fits. 

King. I must not hear thee: fare thee well, 
kind maid. 148 

Thy pains, not us’d, must by thyself be paid: 

Proffers not took reap thanks for their reward. 

Hel. Inspired merit so by breath is barr'd. 

It is not so with Him that all things knows, 15s iuuip ouuiuu a 4uvauun suw. ouu uiuiv a uiuav, 
As ’tis with us that square our guess by shows; Though more to know could not be more to 
But most it is presumption in us when 
The help of heaven we count the act of men. 


With any branch or image of thy state; 

But such a one, thy vassal, whom I know 
Is free for me to ask, thee to bestow. 

King. Here is my band; the premises ob¬ 
serv’d, *04 

Thy will by my performance shall be serv’d: 
So make the choice of tby own time, for I, 

Thy resolv’d patient, on thee still rely. 

More should I question thee, and more I must. 


Dear sir, to my endeavours give consent; 156 
Of heaven, not me, make an experiment. 

I am not an impostor that proclaim 
Myself against the level of mine aim; 

But know I think, and think I know most sure, 
Myart is not past power nor you past cure. 161 
King. Art thou so confident! Within what 
space 

Hop’st thou my cure? 

Hel. The great’st grace lending grace, 
Ere twice the horses of the sun shall bring 164 
Their fiery torcher his diurnal ring. 

Ere twice in murk and occidental damp 
Moist Hesperus hath quench’d his sleepy lamp, 
Or four and twenty times the pilot's glass 168 
Hath told the thievish minutes how they pass, 
What is infirm from your sound parts shall fly. 
Health shall live free, and sickness freely die. 

Xing. Upon thy certainty and confidence 
What dar’st thou venture? 


trust, *09 

From whence thou cam’st, how tended on; but 
rest 

Unquestion’d welcome and undoubted blest. 
Give me some help here, ho I If thou proceed *1* 
As high as word, my deed shall match thy deed. 

[Flourish. Exeunt. 

Scene H. — Rousillon. A Room in the 
countess’s Palace. 

Enter COUNTESS and Clown. 

Count. Come on, sir; I shall now put you to 
the height of your breeding. 

Clo. I will show myself highly fed and lowly 
taught. I know my business is but to tbs 
court. 3 

Count. To the court! why what place make 
you special, when you put off that with such 
contempt? ‘But to the court 1 ’ 8 

Clo. Truly, madam, if God have lent a man 
any manners, he may easily put it off at court: 
he that cannot make a leg, put off’s cap, kiss his 
hand, and say nothing, has neither leg, hands, 


Hel. Tax of impudence, ’-73 

A strumpet’s boldness, a divulged shame, - ; — - , . — 

Traduc'd by odious ballads: my maiden’s name bp, nor cap; and indeed such a fellow, to say 
Sear’d otherwise; nay worse— if worse—ex- precisely, were not for the court. But, for me, 1 
tended 176 have an answer wifi serve all men. 


With vilest torture let my life be ended. 

King. Methinks in thee some blessed spirit 
doth speak. 

His powerful sound within an organ weak; 
And what impossibility would slay 180 

In common sense, sense saves another way. 
Thy life is dear; for all that life can rate 
Worth name of life in thee hath estimate 


Count. Marry, that’s a bountiful answer 
that fits all questions. , «7 

Clo. It is like a barber’s chair that fits all 
buttocks; the pin-buttock, the quatch-buttock, 
the brawn-buttock, or any buttock. 10 

Count. Will your answer serve fit to all 
questions? ... . . 

Clo. As fit as ten groats is for the hand of an 


nurui name ui uic ui uicc naiu rauum*. - rZ- _ _ i— 

Youth, beauty, wisdom, courage, virtue, all 184 attorney, as your French crown for your taffeta 
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That happiness and prime can happy call: 
Thou this to hazard needs must intimate 
Skill infinite or monstrous desperate. 

Sweet practiser, thy physic I will try, <88 
That ministers thine own death if I die. 

Hel. If I break time, or flinch in property 
Of what I spoke, unpitied let me die, 

And well deserv’d. Not helping, death s my 
fee; 19* 

But, if I help, what do you promise me? 

King. Make thy demand. 

Hel. But will you make it even ? 

King. Ay, by my sceptre, and my hopes of 
heaven. 

Hel. Then shalt thou give me with thy kingly 
hand 19S 

What husband in thy power I will command: 
Exempted be from me the arrogance 
02 choose from forth the royal blood of France, 
My low and humble name to propagate *oo 


punk, as Tib’s rush for Tom’s forefinger, as a 
pancake for Shrove-Tuesday, a morris for May- 
day, as tiie nail to his hole, the cuckold to his 
horn, as a scolding quean to a wrangling knave, 
as the nun’s lip to the friar’s mouth; nay, as 
the pudding to his skin. 

Count. Have you, I say, an answer of such 
fitness for all questions? 3 * 

Clo. From below your duke to beneath your 
constable, it will fit any question. 

Count. It must be an answer of most mon¬ 
strous size that must fit all demands. 3$ 

Clo. But a trifle neither, in good faith, if the 
learned should speak truth of it. Here it is, and 
all that belongs to’t: ask me if I am a courtier; 
it shall do you no harm to learn. 40 

Count. To be young again, if we could. I will 
be a fool in question, hoping to be the wiser by. 
your answer. I pray you, sir, are you a cour¬ 
tier? 44 
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Ch. OLord,sir!there'saslmpleputtingoff. 
More, more, a hundred of them. 

Count. Sir, I am a poor friend of yours, that 
loves you. 48 

Clo. O Lord, sir! Thick, thick, spare not 


ipe. 

Count. I think, sir, you can eat none of this 
homely meat. 52 

Clo. O Lord, sir! Nay, put me to’t, I war¬ 
rant you. 

Count. You were lately whipped, sir, as I 
think. 56 

Clo. O Lord, sir! Spare not me. 

Count. Do you cry, ‘O Lord, sir!’ at your 
whipping, and ’Spare not me?’ Indeed your 
‘ O Lord, sir 1 ’ is very sequent to your whipping: 
you would answer very well to a whipping, if 
you were but bound to’t. 6 a 

Clo. I ne’er had worse luck in my life in my 
* O Lord, sir!’ I see things may serve long, but 
not serve ever. 6 j 

Count. 1 play the noble housewife with the 
time, 

To entertain’t so merrily with a fool. 

Clo. O Lord, sir! why, there’t serves well 
again. 68 

Count. An end, sir: to your business. Give 
Helen this. 

And urge her to a present answer back: 
Commend me to my kinsmen and my son. 
This is not much. 7a 

Clo. Not much commendation to them. 
Count. Not much employment for you: you 
understand me? 

Clo. Most fruitfully: I am there before my 
legs. 

Count. Haste you again. [Exeunt severally. 


Laf. I may truly say it is a novelty to the 
world. . . *4 

Par. It is, indeed: if you will have it in 
showing, you shall read it in—what do you call 
there— _ 

Laf. A showing of a heavenly effect in an 
earthly actor. . . *9 

Par. That’s it I would have sard; the very 
same. 

Laf. Why, your dolphin is not lustier: fore 
me, I speak in respect— 33 

Par. Nay, ’tis strange, ’tis very strange, that 
is the brief and the tedious of it: and he is of a 
most facinorous spirit, that will not acknow¬ 
ledge it to be the— 37 

Laf. Very hand of heaven— 

Par. Ay, so I say. 

Laf. In a most weak and debile minister, 
great power, great transcendence: which should, 
indeed, give us a further use to be made than 
alone the recovery of the king, as to be gener¬ 
ally thankful. 44 

Par. I would have said it; you say well. 
Here comes the king. 

Enter kino, Helena, and Attendants. 

Laf. Lustig, as the Dutchman says: I'll like 
a maid the better, whilst I have a tooth in my 
head. Why, he’s able to lead her a coranto. 49 
Par. Mori du vinaigre! Is not this Helen? 
Laf. ’fore God, I think so. 

King. Go, call before me all the lords in 
court. [Exit an Attendant. 

Sit, my preserver, by thy patient’s side: 53 

And with this healthful hand, whose banish’d 
sense 

Thou hast repeal’d, a second time receive 
The confirmation of my promised gift, 56 
Which but attends thy naming. 


Scene IIL— Paris. A Room in the kino’s 
Palace. 

Enter BERTRAM, lafeu, and parolles. 

Laf. They say miracles are past; and we have 
our philosophical persons, to make modem and 
familiar, things supernatural and causeless. 
Hence is it that we make trifles of terrors, en¬ 
sconcing ourselves into seeming knowledge, when 
we should submit ourselves to an unknown fear. 

Par. Why, *tis the rarest argument of wonder 
that hath shot out in our latter times. 8 
Ber. And so ’tis. 

Laf. To be relinquished of the artists,— 

Par. So I say. 

Laf. Both of Galen and Paracelsus. is 

Par. So I say. 

Laf. Of all the learned and authentic fellows,— 
Par. Right; so I say. 

Laf. That gave him out incurable,— 16 

Par. Why, there 'tis; so say I too. 

Laf. Not to be helped,— 

Par. Right; as ’twere, a man assured of a— 
Laf. Uncertain life, and sure death. so 
Par. Just, you say well: so would I have 
said. 


Enter several Lords. 

Fair maid, send forth thine eye: this youthfbl 
parcel 

Of noble bachelors stand at my bestowing, 

O'er whom both sov’reign power and father’s 
voice 60 

I have to use: thy frank election make; 

Thou hast power to choose, and they none to 
forsake. 

Hel. To each of you one fair and virtuous 
mistress 

Fall, when Love please! marry, to each, but 
one. 64 

Laf. I’d give bay Curtal, and his furniture. 

My mouth no more were broken than these 
boys’ 

And writ as little beard. 

King. Peruse them well: 

Not one of those but had a noble father. 68 

Hel. Gentlemen, 

Heaven hath through me restor'd the king to 
health. 

All. We understand it, and thank heaven 
for you. 

Hel. I am a simple maid; and therein* 
wealthiest 7* 
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That I protest I simply am a maid. 

Please it your majesty, I have done already: 
The blushes in my cheeks thus whisper me, 
‘We blush, that thou shouldst choose; but, be 
refus'd, 76 

Let the white death sit on thy cheek for ever; 
We’U ne’er come there again.’ 

King. Make choice; and see, 

Who shuns thy love, shuns ali his love in 
me. 

Hel. Now, Dian, from thy altar do I fly, 80 
And to imperial Love, that god most high. 

Do my sighs stream. Sir, will you hear my suit? 
First Lord. And grant it. 

Hel. Thanks, sir; all the rest is mute. 
Laf. I had rather be in this choice than 
throw ames-ace for my life. 8$ 

Hel. The honour, sir, that flames in your fair 
eyes. 

Before I speak, too threateningly replies: 

Love make your fortunes twenty times above 88 
Her that so wishes, and her humble love! 

Sec. Lord. No better, if you please. 

Hel. My wish receive. 

Which neat Love grant 1 and so 1 take my leave. 

Laf. Do all they deny her? An they were 
sons of mine, I’d have them whipp’d or I would 
send them to the Lurk to make eunuchs of. 
Hel. [To third Lord.] Be not afraid that I 
your hand should take; 
ril never do you wrong for your own sake: 96 
Blessing upon your vows! and in your bed 
Find fairer fortune, if you ever wed! 

Laf. These boys are boys of ice, they’ll none 
have her: sure, they are bastards to the Eng¬ 
lish: the French ne er got ’em. 101 

Hel. You are too young, too happy, and too 
good, 

To make yourself a son out of my blood. 
Fourth Lord. Fair one, I think not so. 10s 
laf. There’s one grape yet. I am sure thy 
father drunk wine. But if thou be’st not an ass, 
1 am a youth of fourteen: I have known thee 
already. ic8 

Hel. [To Bertram. } I dare not say 1 take you; 
but I give 

Me and my service, ever whilst I live. 

Into your guiding power. This is the man. 
King. Why then, young Bertiam, take her; 
she’s thy wife. its 

Ber. My wife, my liege 1 I shall beseech your 
highness 

111 such a business give me leave to use 
The help of mine own eyes. 

King. Know’st thou not, Bertram, 

What she has done for me? 

Ber. Yes, my good lord; tie 

But never hope to know why I should marry her. 
King. Thou know’st she has rais’d me from 
my sickly bed. 

Ber. But follows it, my lord, to (whig me 
down 

Must answer for your raising? I know her well: 
She had her breeding at my father’s charge, m 
A poor physician's daughter my wife! Di s d ain 
father corrupt me evert 


King. Tls only title thou disdain’at in her, 
the which 134 

I can build up. Strange is it that our bloods, 
Of colour, weight, and heat, pour’d all together. 
Would quite confound distinction, yet stand on 
In differences so mighty. If she be 118 

All that is virtuous, save what thou dislik’st, 

A poor physician’s daughter, thou dislik’st 
Of virtue for the name; but do not so: 

From lowest place when virtuous things pro¬ 
ceed, 133 

The place is dignified by the doer's deed: 
Where great additions swell’s, and virtue none, 
It is a dropsied honour. Good alone 
Is good without a name: vileness is so: 136 

The property by what it is should go, 

Not by the title. She is young, wise, fair; 

In these to nature she’s immediate heir, 

And these breed honour: that is honour's scorn 
Which challenges itself as honour's bom, 141 
And is not like the sire: honours thrive 
When rather from our acts we them derive 
Than our foregoers. The mere word’s a slave, 
Debosh’d on every tomb, on every grave 14s 
A lying trophy, and as oft is dumb 
Where dust and damn’d oblivion is the tomb 
Of honour'd bones indeed. What should be 
said? 148 

If thou canst like this creature as a maid, 

I can create the rest: virtue and she 
Is her own dower; honour and wealth from 
me. 

Ber. I cannot love her, nor will strive to do't. 
King. Thou wrong'st thyself if thou shouldst 
strive to choose. 153 

Hel. That you are well restor'd, my lord, I’m 
glad: 

Let the rest go. 

King. My honour’s at the stake, which to 
defeat 156 

I must produce my power. Here, take her hand. 
Proud scornful boy, unworthy this good gift. 
That dost in vile misprision shackle up 
My love and her desert; thou canst not dream 
We, poising us in her defective scale, 161 

Shall weigh thee to the beam; that wilt not 
know, 

It is in us to plant thine honour where 
We please to have it grow. Check thy contempt: 
Obey our will, which travails in thy good: its 
Believe not thy disdain, but presently 
Do thine own fortunes that obedient right 
Which both thy duty owes and our power 
claims: 168 

Or I wiil throw thee from my cate for ever 
Into the staggers and the careless lapse 
Of youth and ignorance; both iny revenge and 
hate 

Loosing upon thee, in the name of justice, 17a 
Without all terms of pity. Speak: thine answer. 

Ber. Pardon, my gracious lord; for I submit 
My fancy to your eyes. When I consider 17s 
What great creation and what dole of honour 
Flies where you bid it, I find that she, which 
late 

Was in my nobler thoughts most base, is now 
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The praised of the king; who, so ennobled. 
Is, as ’twere, bom so. 

King. Take her by the hand, 180 

And tell her she is thine: to whom I promise 
A counterpoise, if not to thy estate 
A balance more replete. 

Ber. I take her hand. 

King. Good fortune and the favour of the 
king 184 

Smile upon this contract; whose ceremony 
Shall seem expedient on the now-bom brief. 
And be perform’d to-night: the solemn feast 
Shall more attend upon the coming space, 188 
Expecting absent friends. As thou lov’st her, 
Thy love’s to me religious; else, does err. 

[Exeunt kino, Bertram, Helena, Lords, 
and Attendants. 
Laf. Doyouhear, monsieur? a word with you. 
Par. Your pleasure, sir? 192 

Laf. Your lord and master did well to make 
his recantation. 

Par. Recantation! My lord! my master! 
Laf. Ay; is it not a language I speak? 196 
Par. A most harsh one, and not to be under¬ 
stood without bloody succeeding. My master! 

Laf. Are you companion to the Count 

Rousilion? 2 co 

Par. To any count; to all counts; to what is 
man. 

Laf. To what is count’s man: count’s master 
is of another style. 204 

Par. You are too old, sir; let it satisfy you, 
you are too old. 

Laf. I must tell thee, sirrah, I write man; to 
which title age cannot briDg thee. 20s 

Par. What I dare too well do, I dare not do. 
Laf. I did think thee, for two ordinaries, 
to be a pretty wise fellow: thou didst make 
tolerable vent of thy travel; it might pass: yet 
the scarfs and the bannerets about thee did 
manifoldly dissuade me from believing thee a 
vessel of too great a burden. I have now found 
thee; when I lose thee again, I care not; yet art 
thou good for nothing but taking up, and that 
thou’rt scarce worth. 

Par. Hadst thou not the' privilege of an¬ 
tiquity won thee,— 220 

Laf. Do not plunge thyself too far in anger, 
lest thou hasten thy trial; which if—Lord have 
mercy on thee for a hen! So, my good window 
of lattice, fare thee well: thy casement I need 
not open, for I look through thee. Give m- thy 
hand. 

Par. My lord, you give me most egregious 
indignity. 228 

Laf. Ay, with all my heart; and thou art 
worthy of it. 

Par. I have not, my lord, deserved it. 

Laf. Yes, good faith, every dram of it; and I 
will not bate thee a scruple. 233 

Par. Well, I shall be wiser. 

Laf. E’en as soon as thou canst, for thou 
hast to pull at a smack o’ the contrary. If ever 
thou be’st bound in thy scarf and beaten, thou 
shalt find what it is to be proud of thy bondage. 
I have a desire to hold my acquaintance with 


thee, or rather my knowledge, that I may say in 
the default, he is a man I know. 241 

Par. My lord, you do me most insupportable 
vexation. 

Laf. I would it were hell-pains for thy sake, 
and my poor doing eternal: for doing I am past; 
as 1 will by thee, In what motion age will give 
me leave. [Exit. 

Par. Well, thou hast a son shall take this 
disgrace off me; scurvy, old, filthy, scurvy lord! 
Well, I must be patient; there is no fettering of 
authority. I’ll beat him, by my life, if I can 
meet him with any convenience, an he were 
double and double a lord. I’ll have no more pity 
of his age than I would have of—I’ll beat him, 
an if I could but meet him againl 23s 

Re-enter lafeu. 

Laf. Sirrah, your lord and master’s married; 
there’s news for you: you have a new mistress. 

Par. I most unfeignedly beseech your lord- 
ship to make some reservation of your wrongs: 
he is my good lord: whom 1 serve above is my 
master. 261 

Laf. Who? God? 

Par. Ay, sir. 

Laf. The devil it is that’s thy master. Why 
dost thou garter up thy arms o’ this fashion? 
dost make hose of thy sleeves ? do other servants 
so ? Thou wert best set thy lower part where thy 
nose stands. By mine honour, if I were b jt two 
hours younger, I’d beat thee: methinks thou art 
a general offence, and every man should beat 
thee: I think thou wast created for men to 
breathe themselves upon thee. 272 

Par. This is hard and undeserved measure, 
my lord. 

Laf. Go to, sir; you were beaten in Italy for 
picking a kernel out of a pomegranate; you are 
a vagabond and no true traveller: you are more 
saucy with lords and honourable personages 
than the heraldry of your birth and virtue gives 
you commission. You are not worth another 
word, elsel’dcaH you knave. Ileaveyou. [Exit. 

Par. Good, very good; it is so then: good, 
very good. Let it be concealed awhile. 

Re-enter BERTRAM. 

Ber. Undone, and forfeited to cares for ever! 
Par. What is the matter, sweet heart? 285 
Ber. Although before the solemn priest I 
have sworn, 

I will not bed her. 

Par. What, what, sweet heart? *88 

Ber. O my Parolles, they have married me! 
I’ll to the Tuscan wars, and never bed her. 

Par. France is a dog-hole, and it no more 
merits 

The tread of a man’s foot. To the wars! 292 
Ber. There’s letters from my mother: what 
the import is 
I know not yet. 

Par. Ay, that would be known. To the wars, 
my boy! to the wars! > 

He wears his honour in a box, unseen, 29* 
That hugs bis idcky-wicky here at home. 
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Spending bis manly marrow in her arms. 
Which should sustain the bound and high curvet 
Of Mars's fiery steed. To other regions! 300 
France is a stable; we that dwell in’t jades; 
Therefore, to the war! 

Ber. It shall be so: I’ll send her to my house. 
Acquaint my mother with my hate to her, 304 
And wherefore I am fled; write to the king 
That which I durst not speak: his present gift 
Shall furnish me to those Italian fields. 

Where noble fellows strike. War is no strife 308 
To the dark house and the detested wife. 

Par. Will this capriccio hold in thee? art 
sure? 

Ber. Go with me to my chamber, and advise 
me. 

I’ll send ber straight away: to-morrow 312 
I'll to the wars, she to her single sorrow. 

Par. Why, these balls bound; there’s noise 
in it. ’Tis hard: 

A young man married is a man that’s marr’d: 
Therefore away, and leave her bravely; go: 316 
The king has done you wrong: but, hush! ’tis 
SO. [Exeunt. 


Scene IV. — Same. Another Room in the 
Palace. 

Enter Helena and Clown. 

Bel. My mother greets me kindly: is she well? 
Clo. Site is not well; but yet she has her 
health; she’s very merry; but yet she is not 
well: but thanks be given, she’s very well, and 
wants nothing i’ the world; but yet she is not 
well. 

Bel. If she be very well, what does she ail 
that she’s not very well? 8 

Clo. Truly, she’s very well indeed, but for 
two things. 

Hel. What two things? 11 

Clo. One, that she’s not in heaven, whither 
God send her quickly! the oihei, that she’s in 
earth, from whence God send her quickly 1 

Enter PAROLLES. 

Par. Bless you, my fortunate lady! 

Bel. I hope, sir, I have your good will to 
have mine own good fortunes. 17 

Par. You had my prayers to lead them on; 
and to keep them on, have them still. Ol my 
knave, how does my old lady? 20 

Clo. So that you had her wrinkles, and I her 
money, I would she did as you say. 

Par. Why, I say nothing. 

Clo. Marry, you are the wiser man; for many 
a man’s tongue shakes out his master’s undoing. 
To say nothing, to do nothing, to know nothing, 
and to have nothing, is to be a great part of your 
title; which is within a very little of nothing. 28 
Par. Away I thou’rt a knave. 

Clo. You should have said, sir, before a knave 
thou’rt a knave; that is, before me thou’rt a 
suave: this had been truth, sir. 32 

Par. Go to, thou art a witty fool; I have 
found thee. 
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Clo. Did you find me in yourself, sir? or were 
you taught to find me? The search, sir, was 
profitable; and much fool may you find in you, 
even to the world's pleasure and the increase of 
laughter. 

Par. A good knave, i’ faith, and well fed. 40 
Madam, my lord will go away to-night; 

A very serious business calls on him. 

The great prerogative and rite of love. 

Which, as your due, time claims, he does ac- 
knowledge, 44 

But puts it off to a compell’d restraint; 

Whose want, and whose delay, is strew’d with 
sweets. 

Which they distil now in the curbed time. 

To make the coming hour o'erflow with joy, 48 
And pleasure drown the brim. 

Bel. What’s his will else? 

Par. That you will take your instant leave 
o’ the king. 

And make this haste as your own good proceed¬ 
ing. 

Strengthen’d with what apology you think s» 
May make it probable need. 

Bel. What more commands be? 

Par. That, having tills obtain’d, you presently 
Attend his further pleasure. 

Bel. In everything 1 wait upon hit will. 56 
Par. I shall report it so. 

Bel. I pray you. Come, sirrah. 

I Exeunt. 


Scene V.— Another Room in the Same. 

Enter lafeu and Bertram. 

Laf. But I hope your lordship thinks not 
him a soldier. 

Ber. Yes, my lord, and of very valiant approof. 

Laf. You have it from his own deliverance, 4 

Ber. And by other warranted testimony. 

Laf. Then my dial goes not true: 1 took this 
lark for a bunting. 

Ber. I do assure you. my lord, he Is very 
great in knowledge, and accordingly valiant. 9 

Laf. I have then sinned against his experience 
and transgressed against his valour; and my 
state that way is dangerous, since I cannot yet 
find in my heart to repent. Here he comes; I 
pray you, make us friends; 1 will pursue the 
amity. 

Enter PAROLLES. 

Par. [To Bertram.] These things shall be 

done, sir. 17 

Laf. Pray you, sir, who’s his tailor? 

Par. Sir? 

Laf. OI I know him well. Ay, sir; he, sir, is 
a good workman, a very good tailor. 21 

Ber. [Aside to parolles.] Is she gone to the 
king? 

Par. She is. 24 

Ber. Will she away to-night? 

Par. As you’ll have her. 

Ber. I have writ my letters, casketed my 
treasure. 
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Given order* for our hones: and to-night, xS 
When I should take possession of the bride, 
PnH ate I do begin. 

Laf. A good traveller is something at the lat¬ 
ter end of a dinner; but one that lies three 
thirds, and uses a known truth to pass a thou¬ 
sand nothings with, should be once heard and 
thrice beaten. God save you, captain. 35 

Ber. Is there any unkind ness between my 

lord and you, monsieur! 

Par. I know not how 1 have deserved to run 
into my lord’s displeasure. 39 

Laf. You have made shift to run into t, boots 
and spurs and all, like him that leaped into the 
custard: and out of it you’ll run again, rather 
than suffer question for your residence. 

Ber. It may be you have mistaken him, my 
lord. 45 

Laf. And shall do so ever, though I took him 
at his prayers. Fare you well, my lord; and 
believe this of me, there can be no kernel in this 
light nut; the soul of this man is his clothes. 
Trust him not in matter of heavy consequence; 
I have kept of them tame, and know their na¬ 
tures. Farewell, monsieur: I have spoken better 
of you than you have or will to deserve at my 
band; but we must do good against evil. [Exit. 
Par. An idle lord, I swear. 

Ber. I think not so. J 6 

Par. Why, do you not know him? 

Ber. Yes, I do know him well; and common 
speech 

Gives him a worthy pass. Here comes my clog. 


Enter HELENA. 

Hel. I have, sir, as I was c omm a nded from 
you. 


60 


Spoke with the king, and have procur’d his 
leave 

For present parting; only, he desires 

Some private speech with you.. 

Ber. I shall obey his will. 

You must not marvel, Helen, at my course, M 
Which holds not colour with the time, nor does 
The ministration and required office 
On my particular: prepar’d I was not 
For such a business; therefore am I found 68 
So much unsettled. This drives me to entreat 
yon , 

That presently you take your way for home; 
And rather muse than ask why I entreat you; 
For my respects are better than they seem, 72 
And my appointments have In them a need 
Greater than shows itself at the first view 
To you that know them not. This to my mother. 

I Giving a letter. 

Twill be two days ere I shall see you, so 76 
I leave you to your wisdom. 

Hel. Sir, I can nothing say, 

But that I am your most obedient servant. 
Ber. Come, come, no more of that. 

Hel. And ever shall 

With true observance seek to eke out that 80 
Wherein toward me my homely stars have fldl’d 
To equal my great fortune. 


Ber. Let that go: 

My haste is very great. Farewell: hie home. 
Hel. Pray sir, your pardon. 

Ber. Well, what would you say! 

Hel. I am not worthy of the wealth 1 owe, 8 s 
Nor dare 1 say ’tis mine, and yet it Is; 

But, like a timorous thief, most fain would steal 
What law does vouch mine own. 

Ber. What would you have! 

Hel. Something, and scarce so much: no¬ 
thing, indeed. 89 

I would not tell you what I would, my lord:— 
Faith, yes; 

Strangers and foes do sunder, and not kiss. 9 * 
Ber. I pray you, stay not, but in liaste to 
horse. 

Hel. I shall not break your bidding, good my 
lord. 

Ber. [To PAaoU.ES.] Where are my other 
men, monsieur? [To Helena.) Farewell. 

[Exit HELENA. 

Go thou toward home; where I will never come 
Whilst I can shake my sword or hear the drum. 
Awayl and for our flight. 

Par. Bravely, coraxio! 98 

[Exeunt. 


ACT in 

Scene I.— Florence. A Room in the DUKE’S 
Palace. 

Flourish. Enter the DUKE, attended; two 
French Lords, and Soldiers. 

Duke. So that from point to point now have 
you heard 

The fundamental reasons of this war. 

Whose great decision hath much blood let forth, 
And more thirsts after. 

First Lord. Holy seems the quarrel 4 
Upon your Grace’s part; black and fearftil 
On the opposer. 

Duke. Therefore we marvel much our cousin 
France 

Would in so lust a business shut his bosom I 
Against our borrowing prayers. 

First Lord. Good my lord. 

The reasons of our state I cannot yield. 

But like a common and an outward man. 

That the great figure of a council frames 13 
By self-unable motion: therefore dare not 
Say what I think of it, since I have found 
Myself in my incertain grounds to fail 
As often as I guess'd. 

Duke. Be it his pleasure. 16 

Sec. Lord. But I am sure the younger of oar 
nature. 

That surfeit on their ease, will day by day 
Come here for physic. 

Duke. Welcome shall they be, 

And all the honours that can fly tom us *0 
Shall on them settle. Yon know your places 
well; ^ 

When better fall, for your avails they fell. 
To-morrow to the field. [Flourish. Exeunt 
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* SCENE II.— Rousillon. A Room in the 
countess’s Palace. 

Enter countess and Clown. 

Count. It hath happened all as I would have 
had it, save that he comes not along with her. 

Clo. By my troth, I take my young lord to be 
a very melancholy man. 4 

Count. By what observance, I pray you? 

Clo. Why, he will look upon his boot C1J1U 
sing; mend the ruff and sing; ask questions and 
sing; pick his teeth and sing. I know a man 
that had this trick of melancholy sold a goodly 
manor for a song. 

Count. I Opening a letter.] let me see what 
he writes, and when he means to come. 

Clo. I have no mind to Isbel since I was 
court. Our old ling and our Isbels o’ the country 
are nothing like your old ling and your Isbels 
o’ the court: the brains of my Cupid’s knocked 
out, and I begin to love, as an old man loves 
money, with no stomach. 

Count. What have we here? 19 

Clo. E’en that you have there. [Exit. 
Count. I have sent you a daughter-in-law: 
she hath recovered the king, and undone me. 

I have wedded her, not bedded her; and sworn 
to make the 'not' eternal. You shall hear I am 
run away: know it before the report come. If 
there be breadth enough in the world, I will hold 
a long distance. My duty to you. 

Your unfortunate son, 18 
Bertram. 

This is not well: rash and unbridled boy. 

To By the favours of so good a king! 

To pluck his indignation on thy head 
By the misprising of a maid too virtuous 
For the contempt of empire! 

Re-enter Clown. 
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And. after some dispatch in hand at court, j6 
Thither we bend again. 

Hel. Look on his letter, madam; here's my 
passport. . , 

When thou cdAst get the ring upon my finger, 
which never shall come off, and show me a child 
begotten of thy body that 1 am father to, then 
call me husband: but in such a ‘then’ I write 

Clo. Why, he wiil took upon his'boot and fhte is a dreadful sentence. 64 

Count. Brought you this letter, gentlemen? 
First Gen. Ay, madam; 

And for the contents’ sake are sorry for our 
pains. 

Count. I prithee, lady, have a better cheer; 
** If thou engrosses! all the griefs are thine, 6* 
at Thou robb’st me of a moiety: he was my son. 
But I do wash his name out of my blood. 
And thou art all my child. Towards Florence 
is he? 

Sec. Gen. Ay, madam. 

Count. And to be a soldier? n 

Sec. Gen. Such is his noble purpose; and, 
believe’t. 

The duke will lay upon him all the honour 
That good convenience claims. 

Count. Return you thither? 

First Gen. Ay, madam, with the swiftest wing 
of speed. 7 6 

Hel. Till I hare no wife, 1 hare nothing in 
France. 

Tis bitter. 

Count. Find you that there? 

Hel. Ay, madam. 

First Gen. T is but the boldness of his hand, 
3 * haply, which his heart was not consenting to. 80 
Count. Nothing in France until he have no 
wife) 

„„_,. __ There’s nothing here that is too good for him 

Clo. O madam! yonder is heavy news within ?£« 


36 


That twenty such rude boys might tend upon, 84 
And call her hourly mistress. Who was with 
him? 

First Gen. A servant only, and a gentleman 
Which 1 have some time known. 

Count. Parolles, was it not? 

First Gen. Ay, my good lady, he. 81 

Count. A very tainted fellow, and full of 
wickedness. 


between two soldiers and my young lady. 

Count. What is the matter? 

Clo. Nay, there is some comfort in the news, 
some comfort; your son will not be killed so 
soon as I thought he would. 4 ° 

Count. Why should he be lolled? 

Clo. So say I, madam, if he run away, as I 
hear he does: the danger is in standing to’t; 

that’s the loss of men, though it be the getting w nofl ,_ 

of children. Here they come will tell you more; 
for my part, I only hear your son was run away. 

[Exit. 

Enter HELENA and Gentlemen. 

First Gen. Save you, good madam. 

Hel. Madam, my lord is gone, for ever gone. I will entreat you, when you see my son. 

Sec. Gen. Do not say so. 49 To tell him that his sword can never win 9 « 

Count. Think upon patience. Pray you, gen- The honour that he loses; more I’ll entreat you 

tlemen, Written to bear along. 

Ihave felt so many quirks of Joy and grief. Sec. Gen. We serve you, m a d a m, 

That the first face of neither, on the start, ;s In that and all your worthiest affairs. 

Can woman me unto’t: where is my son, I pray Count. Not so, but as we change our courtesies. 

- Will you draw near? 101 

[Exeunt countess and Gentlemen. 
Hel. ‘Till I have no wife, I have nothing in 
Franoe.’ 


With his inducement 
First Gen. Indeed, good lady. 

The fellow has a deal of that too much. 
Which holds him much to have. 

Count. Y’are welcome, gentlemen. 


’OU? 


£ . Gen. Madam, he’s gone to serve the 
Duke of Florence; 

We met him thitherward; for thence we came. 
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Nothing in France until he has no wife! 

Thou shalt have none, Rousillon, none in 
France; 104 

Then hast thou all again. Poor lord! is’t X 
That chase thee from thy country, and expose 
Those tender limbs of thine to the event 
Of the non-sparing war? and is it 1 108 

That drive thee from the sportive court, where 
thou 

Wast shot at with fair eyes, to be the mark 
Of smoky muskets? O sou leaden messengers, 
That ride upon the violent speed of fire, 112 
Fly with false aim; move the still-piecing air. 
That sings with piercing; do not touch my lord! 
Whoever shoots at him, I set him there; 
Whoever charges on his forward breast, u 6 
I am the caitiff that do hold him to’t; 

And, though I kill him not, I am the cause 
His death was so effected: better ’twcre 
I met the ravin lion when he roar’d no 

With sharp constraint of hunger; better ’twcre 
That all the miseries which nature owes 
Were mine at once. No, come thou home, 
Rousillon, 

Whence honour but of danger wins a scar, 124 
As oft it loses all; I will be gone; 

My being here it is that holds thee hence: 

Shad I stay here to do’t? no, no, although 
The air of paradise did fan the house, 128 
And angels offic’d all: I will be gone. 

That pitiful rumour may report my flight. 

To consolate thine ear. Come, night; end, day! 
For with the dark, poor thief. I’ll steal away. 132 

[Exit. 

Scene HI.— Florence. Before the duke’s 
Palace. 

Flourish. Enter DUKE, BERTRAM, PAROLLES, 
Soldiers. Drum and Trumpets. 

Duke. The general of our horse thou art; 
and we. 

Great in our hone, lay cur best love and credence 
Upon thy promising fortune. 

Ber. Sir, it is 

A charge too heavy for my strength, but yet 4 
We’ll strive to bear it for your worthy sake 
To the extreme edge of hazard. 

Duke. Then go thou forth, 

And fortune play upon thy prosp’rous helm 
As thy auspicious mi-dress! 

Ber. This very day, 8 

Great Mars, I put myself into thy file: 

Make me but like my thoughts, and I shall 
prove 

A lover of thy drum, hater of love. [Exeunt. 


Scene TV. — Rousillon. A Room in the 
countess’s Palace. 

Enter countess and Steward. 

Count. Alas! and would you take the letter 
of her? 

Might you not know she would do as the has 
done. 

By sending me a letter? Read it again. 


Stew. I am Saint Jaques' pilgrim, thither gone: 

Ambitious love hath so in me offended 5 
That hare-foot plod I the cold ground upon 
With sainted votv my faults to have amended. 
Write, write, that from the bloody course of war, 
My dearest master, your dear son, may hie: 
Bless him at home in peace, whilst I from far 
His name with zealous fervour sanctify: 

His taker, labours bid him me forgive; it 
I, his despiteful Juno, sent him forth 
From courtly friends, with camping foes to live. 
Where death and danger dog the heels of 
worth: 

He is too good and fau- for Death and me; 16 
Whom / myself embrace, to set him fiee. 

Count. Ah, what sharp stings are in her 
mildest words! 

Rinaldo, you did never lack advice so much. 

As letting her pass so: had I spoke with her, 20 
I could have well diverted her intents. 

Which thus she hath prevented. 

Stew. Pardon me, madam: 

If 1 had given you this at over-night 
She might have been o'erta'en; and yet site 
writes, 24 

Pursuit would be but vain. 

Count. What angel shall 

Bless this unworthy husband ? he cannot thrive, 
Unless her prayers, whom heaven delights to 
hear. 

And loves to grant, reprieve him from the wrath 
Of greatest justice. Write, write, Rinaldo, 29 
To this unworthy husband of his wife; 

Let every word weigh heavy of her worth 
That he does weigh too light: my greatest grief. 
Though little he do feel it. set down shaiply. 33 
Dispatch the most convenient messenger: 
When haply he shall hear that she is gone, 

He will return; and hope I may that she, 3# 
Hearing so much, will speed her foot again. 
Led hither by pure love. Which of them both 
Is dearest to me I have no sk ill in sense 
To make distinction. Frovide this messenger. 
My heart is heitvy and mine age is weak; 41 
Grief would have tears, and sorrow bids me 
speak. [Exeunt. 


Scene V. —Without the Walls of Florence. 

A tucket afar off. Enter a Widow of Florence, 
DIANA, VIOLENTA, Mariana, and other Citi¬ 
zens. 

Wid. Nay, come; for if they do approach the 
city we shall lose ail the sight. 

Via. They say the French Count has done 
most honourable service. 4 

Wid. It is reported that he has taken their 
greatest commander, and that with his own 
hand he slew the duke’s brother. We have lost 
our labour; they are gone a contrary way: 
hark 1 you may know by their trumpets. 9 
Mar. Come; let’s return again, and suffice 
ourselves with the report of it. Well, Diana, taka, 
heed of this French earl: the honour of a maid 
is het name, and no legacy is so rich as honesty. 



KHNB v] 


285 


ALL’S WELL 


Wid. I have told my neighbour how you have 
been solicited by a gentleman his companion, i j 
Mar. I know that knave; hang him I one 
Parolles: a filthy officer he is in those suggestions 
for the young earl. Beware of them, Diana: 
their promises, enticements, oaths, tokens, and 
all these engines of lust, are not the things they 
go under: many a maid hath been seduced by 
them; and the misery is, example, that so terrible 
shows in the wrack of maidenhood, cannot for all 
that dissuade succession, but that they are limed 
with the twigs that threaten them. I hope 1 
need not to advise you further; but I hope your 
own grace will keep you where you are, though 
there were no further danger known but the 
modesty which is so lost. a» 

Dio. You shall not need to fear me. 

Wid. I hope so. Look, here comes a pilgrim: 
I know she will lie at my house; thither they 
send one another. I'll question her. 33 

Enter HELENA in the dress of a Pilgrim. 


Is a reserved honesty, and that 
I have not heard examin’d. 

Dia. Alas, poor lady! 

’Tis a hard bondage to become the wife 64 
Of a detesting lord. 

Wid. Ay, right; good creature, wheresoe’er 
she is. 

Her heart weighs sadly. This young maid might 
do her 

A shrewd turn if she pleas’d. 

Del. How do you mean? 68 

May be the amorous count solicits her 
In the unlawful purpose. 

Wid. He does, indeed; 

And brokes with all that can in such a suit 
Corrupt the tender honour of a maid: 7 * 

But she is arm’d for him and keeps her guard 
In honestest defence. 

Mar. The gods forbid else! 

Enter, with drum and colours, a party of the 
Florentine army, Bertram and parolles. 


God save you, pilgrim 1 whi ther are you bound ? 

IIel. To Saint Jaques le Grand. 

Where do the palmers lodge, I do beseech you? 
Wid. At the Saint Francis, here beside the 
port. 37 

Del. Is this the way? 

Wid. Ay, marry, is’t. Hark you! 

[A march afar off. 
They come this way. If you will tarry, holy 
pilgrim, 

But till the troops come by, 4 ° 

I will conduct you where you shall be lodg d: 
The rather, for I think I know your hostess 
As ample as myself. 

Del Is it yourself? 

Wid. If you shall please so, pilgrim. 44 

Del. I thank you, and will stay upon your 
leisure. _ _ 

Wid. You came, I think, from France? 

Hel. I did so. 

Wid. Here you shall see a countryman of 
yours 

That has done worthy service. 

Hel. His name. I pray you. 48 

Dia. The Count Rousillon: know you such 

Def.^But by the ear, that bears most nobly of 
him; 

His face I know not. , 

Dia. Whatsoe er he is. 

He's bravely taken here. He stole from France, 
As ’tis reported, for the king had married him 33 
Against his liking. Think you it is so? 

Hel. Ay, surely, mere the truth: I know his 
lady. 

Dia. There is a gentleman that serves the 
count 5 ® 

Reports but coarsely of her. 

Hel. What’s his name? 

Dia. Monsieur Parolles. 

Hel. Ol I believe with him. 

In argument of praise, or to the worth 
Of the great count himself, she is too mean 6c 
To have her repeated: all her deserving 


Wid. So, now they come. 

That is Antonio, the duke’s eldest son; 7* 
That, Escalus. 

Hel. Which is the Frenchman? 

Dia, He; 

That with the plume: 'tis a most gallant fellow; 
I would he lov’d his wife. If he were honester. 
He were much goodlier; is’t not a handsome 
gentleman? 80 

Del. I like him well. 

Dia. Tis pity he is not honest Yond’s that 
same knave 

That leads him to these places: were I his lady 
I would poison that vile rascal. 

Hel. Which is he? 84 

Dia. That jack-an-apes with scarfs. Why is 
he melancholy? 

Hel. Perchance he’s hurt i' the battle. 

Par. Lose our drum! well. 88 

Mar. He’s shrewdly vexed at something. 
Look, he has spied us. 

Wid. Marry, hang you! 

Mar. And your courtesy, for a ring-carrier! 
[Exeunt Bertram, PAROLLES, Officers, 
and Soldiers. 

Wid. The troop is past. Come, pilgrim, I 
will bring yon .... . ®3 

Where you shall host: of enjom’d penitents 
There’s four or five, to great Saint Jaques bound, 
Already at my house. 

Hel. I humbly thank you. 96 

Please it this matron and this gentle maid 
To eat with US to-night, the charge and thanking 
Shall be for me; and, to requite you further, 

I will bestow some precepts of this virgin 100 
Worthy the note. 

Both. We’D take your offer kindly. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene VI.— Camp before Florence. 

Enter Bertram and the two French Lords 
First Lord. Nay, good my lord, put I* 
to't: tot him have his way. 
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See. Lord. If your lordship find him not a 
hilding, hold me no more in your respect. 4 

First Lord. On my life, my lord, a bubble. 
Ber. Do you think I am so far deceived in him? 
First Lord. Believe it, my lord, in mine own 
direct knowledge, without any malice, but to 
speak of him as my kinsman, he ’ s a most notable 
coward, an infinite and endless liar, an hourly 
promise-breaker, the owner of no one good quality 
worthy your lordship’s entertainment 12 
Sec. Lord. It were fit you knew him; lest Te ~ 

E osing too far in his virtue, which he hath not 
e might at some great and trusty business in a 
main danger fail you. 16 

Ber. I would 1 knew in what particular action 
to try him. 

Sec. Lord. None better than to let him fetch 
off his drum, which you hear him so confidently 
undertake to do. 21 

First Lord. I, with a troop of Florentines, 
will suddenly surprise him; such I will have 
whom 1 am sure he knows not from the enemy. 
We will bind and hoodwink him so, that he shall 
suppose no other but that he is carried into the 
leaguer of the adversaries, when we bring him to 
our own tents. Be but your lordship present at 
his examination: if he do not, for the promise 
of his life and in the highest compulsion of base 
fear, offer to betray you and deliver all the in¬ 
telligence in his power 3 ga|nst you, and that 
with the divine forfeit of his soul upon oath, 
never trust my judgment in anything. 34 
Sec. Lord. O! for the love of laughter, let him 
fetch his drum; he says lie has a stratagem 
for’t. When your lordship sees the bottom of 
his success in’t, and to what metal this counter¬ 
feit lump of ore will be melted, if you give him 
not John Drum’s entertainment, your inclining 
cannot be removed. Here he comes. 41 

First Lord. O! for the love of laughter, hinder 
not the honour of his design: let him fetch off 
his drum in any hand. 44 

Enter PAROIXES. 

Ber. How now, monsieur! this drum sticks 
sorely in your disposition. 

Sec. Lord. A pox on’t! let It go: ’tis but a 
drum. 43 

Par. ‘But a drum!' Is’t 'but a drum?’ A 
drum so lost! There was excellent command, to 
charge in with our horse upon our own wings, 
and to rend our own soldiersl 52 

Sec. Lord. That was not to be blamed in the 
command of the service: it was a disaster of war 
that Caesar himself could not have prevented if 
he had been there to command. 36 

Ber. Well, we cannot greatly condemn our 
success: some dishonour we had in the loss of 
that drum; but it is not to be recovered. 

Par. It might have been recovered. 60 

Ber. It might; but it is not now. 

Par. It is to be recovered. But that the 
merit of service is seldom attributed to the true 
and exact performer, I would have that drum or 
(mother, or hie jacet. 65 

Ber. Why, if you have astomadito’t, monsieur, 


if you think your mystery in stratagem can bring 
this instrument of honour again into its native 
quarter, be magnanimous in the enterprise and 
go on; I will grace the attempt for a worthy 
exploit: if you speed well in it, the duke shall 
both speak of it, and extend to you what further 
becomes his greatness, even to the utmost syl¬ 
lable of your worthiness. 

Par. By the hand of a soldier, I will under¬ 
take it. 76 

Ber. But you must not now slumber in it. 
Par. I’ll about it this evening: and I will 
presently pen down my dilemmas, encourage 
myself in my certainty, put myself into my 
mortal preparation, and by midnight look to 
hear further from me. 

Ber. May I be bold to acquaint his Grace you 
are gone about it? 84 

Par. 1 know not what the success will be, 
my lord; but the attempt I vow. 

Ber. I know thou’rt valiant; and, to the pos¬ 
sibility of thy soldiership, will subscribe for thee. 
Farewell. 89 

Par. I love not many words. [ Exit. 

First Lord. No more than a fish loves water. 
Is not this a strange fellow, my lord, that so con¬ 
fidently seems to undertake this business, which 
he knows is not to be done; damns himself to 
do, and dares better be damned than to do‘t ? 95 
Sec. Lord. You do not know him, my lord, as 
we do: certain it is, that he will steal himself 
into a man’s favour, and for a week escape a 
great deal of discoveries; but when you find 
him out you have him ever after. too 

Ber. Why, do you think he will make no deed 
at all of this that so seriously he does address 
himself unto? 

First Lord. None in the world; but return 
with an Invention and clap upon you two or 
three probable lies. But we have almost em¬ 
bossed him, you shall see his fall to-night; for, 
indeed, he is not for your lordship’s respect. 108 
Sec. Lord. We’ll make you some sport with 
the fox ere we case him. He was first smoked 
by the old Lord Lafeu: when his disguise and 
he is parted, tell me what a sprat you shall find 
him; which you shall see this very night. 113 
First lord. I must go look my twigs; he 
shall be caught. 

Ber. Your brother he shall go along with me. 
First Lord. As’t please your lordship: I’ll 
leave you. [Exit. 

Ber. Now will I lead you to the house, and 
show you 

The lass 1 spoke of. 

Sec. Lord. But you say she’s honest no 
Ber. That’s all the fault. I spoke with her 
but once, 

And found her wondrous cold; but I sent to 
her, 

By this same coxcomb that we have l* the wind, 
Tokens and letters which she did re-send; 124 
And this is all I have done. She’s a fair creature; 
Will you go see her? ' 

Sec. Lord. With all my heart, my lord. 

[Exeunt. 
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Scene VII.— Florence. A Room in the 
Widow's House. 

Enter Helena and Widow. 

Hel. If you misdoubt me that I am not she, 
I know not how I shall assure you further. 
But I shall lose the grounds I work upon. 

Wid. Though my estate be fall’n, I was well 
bom, 4 

Nothing acquainted with these businesses; 
And would not put my reputation now 
In any staining act. 

Hel. Nor would I wish you. 

First, give me trust, the county is my husband. 
And what to your sworn counsel I have spoken 
Is so from word to word; and then you cannot, 
By the good aid that I of you shall borrow. 
Err in bestowing it. 

Wid. I should believe you: 12 

For you have show’d me that which well approves 
You’re great in fortune. 

Hel. Take this purse of gold, 

And let me buy your friendly help thus far, 
Which I will over-pay and pay again 16 
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by this hedge-comer. When you sally upon 
him, speak what terrible language you will: 
though you understand it not yourselves, no 
matter; for we must not seem to understand 
him, unless some one among us, whom we must 
produce for an interpreter. 7 

First Sold. Good captain, let me be the in¬ 
terpreter. 

First Lord. Art not acquainted with him? 
knows he not thy voice? 

First Sold. No, sir, I warrant you. 12 

First Lord. But what linsey-woolsey hast 
thou to speak to us again? 

First Sold. Even such as you speak to me. 
First Lord. He must think us some band of 
strangcrsi’ the adversary’s entertainment. Now, 
he hath a smack of all neighbouring languages; 
thfirefore we must every one be a man of his 
own fancy, not to know what we speak one to 
another; so we seem to know, is to know 
straight our purpose: chough’s language, gabble 
enough, and good enough. Asforyou.intetpre- 


Which I will over-pay and pay again .6 S"E**' 
u/c. 1 found if T he mnntv wnns vmtr here he comes, to beguile two hours in a sleep, 
wnen 1 nave tounn it. 1 ne county WOOS your ar ,aihen foremen and c'UAartlwlH.s he forms Ifi 
daughter, 

lays down his wanton siege before her beauty, 

Resolv'd to cany her; let her in line consent, 

As we’ll direct her how 'tis best to bear it. 20 
Now, his important blood will nought deny 
That she’ll demand: a ring the county wears, 

That downward hath succeeded in his house 
From son lo son, some four or five descents 24 
Since the first father wore it: this ring he holds 
In most rich choice; yet, in his idle fire, 

To buy his will, it would not seem too dear,. 

Howe'er repented after. 

Wid. Now I see 28 

The bottom of your purpose. 

Hel. You see it lawful then. It is no more, 

But that your daughter, ere she seems as won, 

Desires this ring, appoints him an encounter, 3* 

In fine, delivers me to fill the time, 

Herself most chastely absent. After this, 

To marry her. I’ll add three thousand crowns 
To what is past already. 

Wid. I have yielded. 36 


and then to return and swear the lies he ferges. 26 
Enter PAROLLES. 

Par. Ten o’clock: within these three hours 
’twill be time enough to go home. What shall 
I say I have done? It must be a vety plausive 
invention that carries it. They begin to smoke 
me, and disgraces have oflate knocked too often 
at my door. I find my tongue is too foolhardy; but 
my heart hath the fear of Mars before it and of 
his creatures, not daring the reports of my tongue. 

First Lord. This is the first truth that e'er 
thine own tongue was guilty of. 36 

Par. What the devil should move me to un¬ 
dertake the recovery of this drum, being not ig¬ 
norant of the impossibility, and knowing I had 
no such purpose? I must give myself some hurts 
and say I got them in exploit. Yet slight ones 
will not carry it: they will say, ‘Came you off 
with so little?’ and great ones I dare not give. 
Wherefore, what’s the instance ? Tongue, I must 
put you into a butter-woman’s mouth, and buy 


Instruct my daughter how she shill persever, yOU P ™ tUe 

That time and place with this deceit ,0 lawful 


May prove coherent. Eveiy night he comes 
With musics of all sorts and songs compos’d 40 
To her unworthiness: it nothing steads us 
To chide him from our eaves, for he persists 
As if his life lay on’t. 

Hel. Why then to-night 

Let us assay our plot; which, if it speed, 44 
Is wicked meaning in a lawful deed. 

And lawful meaning In a lawful act. 

Where both not sin, and yet a sinful fact 47 
But let’s about it. [Exeunt. 


ACT IV 

Scene I .—Without the Florentine Camp. 

Enter First French Lord, with fire or six Sol¬ 
diers in ambush. -- 

First Lord. He can come so other way but make that be believed. 


_■ possible he should know 

what he Is, and be that he is? 49 

Par. I would the cutting of my garments 
would serve the turn or the breaking of my 
Spanish sword. 32 

First Lord. We cannot afford you so. 

Par. Or the baring of my beard, and to say 
it was in stratagem. 

First Lord. Twould not do. 56 

Par. Or to drown my clothes, and say I was 
stripped. 

First Lord. Hardly serve. 

Par. Though I swore 1 leaped ftom the 
window of the citadel— 4 i 

First Lord. How deep? 

Par. Thirty fathom. 

First lord. Three great oaths would scarce 

«J 
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Par. I would I had any drum of the enemy’s: 
I would swear I recovered it. 

First Lord. Thou shalt hear one anon. 68 
Par. A drum now of the enemy’s! 

[Alarum within. 
First Lord. Throca movousus, cargo, cargo, 
cargo. 

All. Cargo, cargo, villianda par corbo, cargo. 

{They seize and blindfold him. 
Par. O! ransom, ransom! Do not hide mine 
eyes. 72 

First Sold. Boskos thromuldo boskos. 

Par. I know you are the Muskos’ regiment; 
And I shall lose my life for want of language. 

If there be here German, or Dane, low Dutch, 76 
Italian, or French, let him speak to me: 

I will discover that which shall undo 
The Florentine. 

First Sold. Boskos vauvado: 

I understand thee, and can speak thy tongue: 
Kerelybonto: Sir, 81 

Betake thee to thy faith, for seventeen poniards 
Are at thy bosom. 

Par. O! 

First Sold. O! pray, pray, pray. 

Manka rerqnia dulche. 

First Lora. Oscorbidulchos volirorco. 

First Sold. The general is content to spare 
thee yef; 85 

And, hoodwink’d as thou art, will lead thee on 
To gather from thee: haply thou may’st inform 
Something to save thy life. 

Par. O! let me live, 88 

And all the secrets of our camp I’ll show, 
Their force, their purposes; nay, I’ll speak that 
Which you will wonder at. 

First Sold. But wilt thou faithfully? 

Par. If I do not, damn me. 

First Sold. Acordo linta. 92 

Come on; thou art granted space. 

{Exit, with PAROLLES guarded. 
A short alarum within. 
First Lord. Go, tell the Count Rousillon, and 
my brother, 

We have caught the woodcock, and will keep 
him muffled 

Till we do hear from them. 

Sec. Sold. Captain, I will. 96 

First Lord. A’ will betray us all unto our¬ 
selves: 

Inform on that 
Sec. Sold. So I will, sir. 

First Lord. Till then. I’ll keep him dark and 
safely lock’d. [Exeunt. 


Scene n.— Florence. A Room in the Widow’s 
House. 

Enter BERTRAM and DIANA. 

Ber. They told me that your name was 
FontibelL 

Dia. No, my good lord, Diana. 

Ber. Titled goddess; 

And worth it with addition 1 But fair soul. 

In your fine frame hath love no quality? 4 


If the quick fire of youth light not your mind. 
You are no maiden, but a monument: 

When you are dead, you should be such a one 
As you are now, for you are cold and stem; 8 
And now you should be as your mother was 
When your sweet self was got 
Dia. She then was honest. 

Ber. So should you be. 

Dia. No: 

My mother did but duty; such, my lord, 12 
As you owe to your wife. 

Ber. No more o’ that! 

I prithee do not strive against my vows. 

I was compell'd to her; but I love thee 
By love’s own sweet constraint, and will for ever 
Do thee all rights of service. 

Dia. Ay, so you serve us 17 

Till we serve you; but when you have our roses. 
You barely leave our thorns to prick ourselves 
And mock us with our bareness. 

Ber. How have I sworn! 20 

Dia. 'Tis not the many oaths that make the 
truth, 

But the plain single vow that is vow'd true. 
What is not holy, that we swear not by, 

But take the Highest to witness: then, pray you, 
tell me, 24 

If I should swear by God’s great attributes 
I lov’d you dearly, would you believe my oaths. 
When I did love you ill? this has no holding, 
To swear by him whom 1 protest to love, 28 
That I will work against him: therefore your 
oaths 

Are words and poor conditions, but unseal’d; 
At least in my opinion. 

Ber. Change it, change it. 

Be not so holy-cruel: love is holy; 3 * 

And my integrity ne’er knew the crafts 
That you do charge men with. Stand no more 
off. 

But give thyself unto my sick desires. 

Who then recover: say thou art mine, and ever 
My love as it begins shall so persever. 37 

Dia. I see that men make ropes in such a 
scarr 

That we’ll forsake ourselves. Give me that ring. 
Ber. I'll lend it thee, my dear; but have no 
power 40 

To give it from me. 

Dia. Will you not, my lord? 

Ber.. It is an honour ’longing to our house, 
Bequeathed down from many ancestors. 
Which were the greatest obloquy 1 ’ the world 44 
In me to lose. 

Dia. Mine honour’s such a ring: 

My chastity’s the jewel of our house. 
Bequeathed down from many ancestors, 

Which were the neatest obloquy i' the world 48 
In me to lose. Thus your own proper wisdom 
Brings in the champion honour on my part 
Against your vain assault. 

Ber. Here, take my ting: 

My house, mine honour, yea, my life, be thine, 52 
And Fll be bid by thee. 

Dia. When midnight comes, knock at my 
chamber-window: 
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IH order take my mother shall not hear. 

Now will I charge you in the band of truth, j6 
When you have conquer'd my yet maiden bed. 
Remain there but an hour, nor speak to me. 
My reasons are most strong; and you shall 
know them 

When back again this ring shall be deliver’d: 60 
And on your finger in the night I’U put 
Another ring, that what in time proceeds 
May token to the future our past deeds. 
Adieu, till then; then, fail not. You have won 
A wife of me, though there my hope be done, fij 
Her, A heaven on earth T have won by woo¬ 
ing thee. I Exit. 

Dia. For which live long to thank both 
heaven and me! 

You may so in the end. 68 

My mother told me just how he would woo 
As if she sat in’s heart; she says all men 
Have the like oaths: he had sworn to marry 
me 

When his wife’s dead; therefore I’ll tie with him 
When 1 am buried. Since Frenchmen are so 
braid, 73 

Marry that will, I live and die a maid: 

Only in this disguise I think’t no sin 
To cozen him that would unjustly win. lExit. 


Scene HI.— The Florentine Camp. 

Enter the two French Lords, and two or three 
Soldiers. 

First Lord. You have not given him his 
mother’s letter? 

Sec. Lord. I have delivered it an hour since: 
them is something in’t that stings his nature, 
for on the reading it he changed almost into 
another man. 

First Lord. He has much worthy blame laid 
upon him for shaking off so good a wife and so 
sweet a lady. 9 

Sec. Lord. Esi>ccially he hath incurred the 
everlasting displeasure of the king, who had 
even tuned his bounty to sing happiness to him. 
I will tell you a thing, but you shall let it dwell 
darkly with you. 

First Lord. When you have spoken it, ’tis 
dead, and I am the grave of it. 16 

Sec. Lord. He hath perverted a young gentle¬ 
woman here in Florence, of a most chaste re¬ 
nown; and this night he fleshes his will in the 
spoil of her honour: he hath given her his 
monumental ring, and thinks himself made in 
the unchaste composition. 

First Lord. Now, God delay our rebellion! 
as we are ourselves, what things are we! 34 

Sec. Lord. Merely our own traitors: and as 
in tlie common course of all treasons, we still 
see ^ them reveal themselves, till they attain to 
their abhorred ends, so he that in this action 
contrives against his own nobility, in his proper 
stream o’erAows himself. 30 

First Lord. Is it not most damnable In us, 
to be trumpeters of our unlawful intents? We 
■ball not then have bis company to-night? 


Sec. Lord. Not till after midnight, for he to 
dieted to his hour. jj 

First Lord. That approaches apace: I would 
gladly have him see his Company anatomized, 
that he might take a measure of his own judg¬ 
ments, wherein so curiously he had set this 
counterfeit. 40 

Sec. Lord. We will not meddle with him till 
he come, for his presence must be the whip of 
the other. 

First Lord. In the meantime what hear you 
of these wars? 45 

Sec. Lord. I hear there is an overture of peace. 

F ‘ First Lord. Nay, I assure you, a peace con¬ 
cluded. 48 

Sec. Lord. What will Count Rousillon do 
then ? will he travel higher, or return again into 
France? 

First Lord. I perceive by this demand, yon 
are not altogether of his council. sr' 

Sec. Lord. Let it be forbid, sir; 10 should 1 
be a great deal of his act. 

First Lord. Sir, his wife some two -months 
since fled from his house: her pretence is a 
pilgrimage to Saint Jaques le Grand; which 
holy undertaking with most austere sanctimony 
she accomplished; and, there residing, the 
tenderness of her nature became as a prey to 
her grief; in fine, made a groan of her last 
breath, and now she sings in heaven. 

Sec. Lord. How is this justified? 64 

First Lord. The stronger part of it by her 
own letters, which make her story true, even to 
the point of her death: her death itself, which 
could not be her office to say is come, was faith¬ 
fully confirmed by the rector of the place, 69 
Sec. Lord. Hath the count all this intelligence? 
First Lord. Ay, and the particular confirma¬ 
tions, point from point, to the full aiming of 
the verity. 73 

Sec. Lord. I am heartily sorry that he’ll be 
glad of this. 

First Lord. How mightily sometimes we 
make us comforts of our losses! 77 

Sec. Lord. And how mightily some other 
times we drown our gain in tears! The great 
dignity that his valour hath here acquired for 
him shall at home be encountered with a shame 
as ample. Si 

First Lord. The web of our life is of a mingled 
yam, good and ill together: our virtues would 
be proud if our faults whipped them not; and 
our crimes would despair if they were not 
cherished by our virtues. 


Enter a Servant. 

How now! where’s your master? SS 

Sery. He met the duke in the street, air, of 
whom he hath taken a solemn leave: his lord- 
ship will next momingforFrance. Thedukehath 
offered him letters of commendations to the king. 

Sec. Lord. They shall be no more than needful 
there, if they were more than they can commend. 

First Lord. They cannot be too sweet for the 
king's tartness. Here’s bis lordship now. ** 
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Enter BERTRAM. 

How now, my lord! is’t not alter midnight? 

Ber. I have to-night dispatched sixteen 
businesses, a month’s iength a-piece, by an 
abstract of success: I have conge'd with the 
duke, done my adieu with his nearest, buried a 
wife, mourned for her, writ to my lady mother 
I am returning, entertained my convoy; and be¬ 
tween these main parcels of dispatch effected 
many nicer needs: the last was the greatest, but 
that I have not ended yet. ios 

Sec. Lord. If the business be of any difficulty, 
and this morning your depaiture hence, it re¬ 
quires haste of your lordship. 

Ber. I mean, the business is not ended, as 
fearing to hear of it hereafter. But shall we 
have this dialogue between the fool and the 
soldier? Come, bring forth this counterfeit 
model: he has deceived me, like a double- 
meaning prophesier. us 

Sec. Lord. Bring him forth. [Exeunt Soldiers.] 
Has sat F the stocks all night, poor gallant 
knave. 

Ber. No matter; his heels have deserved it, 
in usurping his spurs so long. How docs he 
carry himself? 121 

First Lord. I have told your lordship already, 
the stocks carry him. But to answer you as you 
would be understood; he weeps like a wench 
that had shed her milk: he hath confessed him¬ 
self to Morgan,—whom he supposes to be a 
friar,—from the tune of his remembrance to 
this very instant disaster of his setting i* the 
stocks: and what think you he hath confessed? 
Ber. Nothing of me, has a’? 130 

Sec. Lord. His confession is taken, and it 
shall be read to his face: if your lordship be in’t, 
as I believe you are, you must have the patience 
to hear it. 

Re-enter Soldiers with farolles. 

Ber. A plague upon him! muffled! he can 
say nothing of me: hush! hush! 136 

First Lord. Hoodman comes! Porto tar- 
tarossa. 

First Sold. He calls for the tortures: what 
will you say without ’em ? 140 

Par. I will confess what 1 know without con¬ 
straint: if ye pinch me like a pasty, 1 can say no 
more. 

First Sold. Bosko chimurcho. 144 

First Lord. Boblibindo chicurmurco. 

First Sold. You are a merciful general. Our 
general bids you answer to what 1 shall ask you 
out of a note. 148 

Par. And truly, as I hope to live. 

First Sold. First, demand of him how many 
horse the duke is strong. What say you to that ? 

Par. Five or six thousand; but very weak 
and unserviceable: the troops arc all scattered, 
and the commanders very poor rogues, upon my 
reputation and credit, and as I hope to live. 13; 
First Sold. Shall I set down your answer so? 
Par. Do: 111 take the sacrament on’t, how 
and which way you will. 


Ber. All's one to him. What a past-saving 
slave is this! 160 

First Lord. You are deceived, my lord: this 
is Monsieur Parolles, the gallant militarist,— 
that was his own phrase,—that had the whole 
theorick of war in the knot of his scarf, and the 
practice in the chape of his dagger. 165 

Sec. Lord. I will never trust a man again for 
keeping his sword clean; nor believe he can 
have everything in him by wearing his apparel 
neatly. i«9 

First Sold. Well, that 's set down. 

Par. Five or six thousand horse, I said,— I 
will say true,—or thereabouts, set down, for I’ll 
speak truth. 173 

First Lord. He’s very near the truth in this. 
Ber. But I con him no thanks for’t, in the 
nature he delivers it. >76 

Par. Poor rogues, I pray you, say. 

First Sold. Well, that’s set down. 

Par. I humbly thank you, sir. A truth’s a 
truth; the rogues are marvellous poor. :8o 

First Sold. Demand of him, of what strength 
they are a-foot. What say you to that?! 

Par. By my troth, sir, if I were to live this 
present hour, I will tell true. Let me see: 
Spurio, a hundred and fifty; Sebastian, so many; 
Corambus, so many; J agues, so many; Guiltian, 
Cosmo, Lodowick, and Gratii, two hundred fifty 
each:mineowncompany,Chitopher,Vaumond, 
Benhi, two hundred fifty each; so that the 
muster-file, rotten and sound, upon my life, 
amounts not to fifteen thousand poll; half of 
the which dare not shake the snow from off their 
cassocks, lest they shake themselves to pieces. 
Ber. What shall be done to him? 194 

First Lord. Nothing, but let him have thanks. 
Demand of him my condition, and what credit 
I have with the duke. t97 

First Sold. Well, that’s set down. You shall 
demand of him, whether one Captain Dumain 
be i’ the camp, a Frenchman; what his reputa¬ 
tion is with the duke; what his valour, honesty, 
and expertness in wars; or whether he thinks it 
were not possible, with well-weighing sums of 
gold, to corrupt him to a revolt. What say you 
to this ? what do you know of it ? 105 

Par. 1 beseech you, let me answer to the 
particular of the intergatories: demand them 
singly. 2og 

First Sold. Do you know this Captain Du¬ 
main? 

Par. I know him: a’ was a botcher's 'pren¬ 
tice in Paris, from whence he was whipped for 
petting the shrieve’s fool with child; a dumb 
innocent, that could not say him nay. 214 
[dumain lifts up his hand 
in anger. 

Ber. Nay, by your leave, hold your hands; 
though I know his brains are forfeit to the next 
tile that falls. 317 

First Sold. Well, is this captain in the Duke 
of Florence’s camp? 

Par. Upon my knowledge he is, and lousy. *** 
First Lord. Nay, look not so upon me; we 
shall hear of your lordship anon. 
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First Sold. What is his reputation with the 
duke? 224 

Par. The duke knows him for no other but a 
poor officer of mine, and writ to me this other 
day to turn him out o’ the band: I think 1 have 
his letter in my pocket. 228 

First Sold. Marry, we’ll search. 

Par. In good sadness, I do not know: either 
it is there, or it is upon a file with the duke’s 
other letters in my tent. 232 

First Sold. Here ’tis; here’s a paper; shall I 
read it to you? 

Par. I do not know if it be it or no. 

Ber. Our interpreter does it well. 236 

First Lord. Excellently. 

First Sold. Dian, the count's a fool, and full 
of gold — 

Par. That is not the duke’s letter, sir; that 
is an advertisement to a proper maid in Flo¬ 
rence, one Diana, to take heed of the allurement 
of one Count Rousiilon, a foolish idle boy, but 
for all that very ruttish. I pray you, sir, put it 
up again. 244 

First Sold. Nay, I’ll read it first, by your 
favour. 

Par. My meaning in’t, I protest, was very 
honest in the behalf of the maid; for I knew 
the young count to be a dangerous and lasci¬ 
vious boy, who is a whale to virginity, and de¬ 
vours up all the fry it finds. 

Ber. Damnable both-sides rogue! 232 

First Sold. When he sweats oaths, bid him 
drop gold, and take it; 

After he scores, he never pays the score : 
Half won is match well made; match, and well 
make it; 

He ne’er pays after-debts; take it before, 236 
And say a soldier, Dian, told thee this. 

Men are to mell with, boys are not to kiss; 

For count of this, the count's a fool, / know it, 
Who pays before, but not when he does owe it. 

Thine, as he vow’d to thee in thine ear, 261 
Paxolles. 

Ber. He shall be whipped through the army 
with this rime in’s forehead. 264 

First Lord. This is your devoted friend, sir; 
the manifold linguist and the armipotent sol¬ 
dier. 

Ber. I could endure anything before but a 
can and now he’s a cat to me. 269 

First Sold. I perceive, sir, by our general’s 
looks, we shall be fain to hang you. 

Par. My life, sir, in any case! not that I am 
afraid to die; but that, my offences being many, 
1 would repent out the remainder of nature, 
let me live, sir, in a dungeon, i’ the stocks, or 
anywhere, so I may live. 276 

First Sold. We’fl see what may be done, so 
you confess freely: therefore, once more to this 
t-aptain Dumain. You have answered to his 
5P’“® t ipn with the duke and to bis valour: 
wlMt is Ws honesty? 281 

• He will steal, air, an egg out of a cloister; 
tor rapes and ravishments he parallels Nessus; 
“9 professes not keeping of oaths; in breaking 


’em he is stronger than Hercules; he will lie, 
sir, with such volubility, that you would think 
truth were a fool; drunkenness is his best virtue, 
for he will be swine-drunk, and in his sleep he 
does little harm, save to his bed-clothes about 
him; but they know his conditions, and lay him 
in straw. I have but little more to say, sir, of his 
honesty: he has everything that an honest man 
should not have: what an honest man should 
have, he has nothing. 294 

First Lord. I begin to love him for this. 

Ber. For this description of thine honesty? A 
pox upon him for me 1 he is more and more a cat. 

First Sold. What say you to his expertness 
in war? 299 

Par. Faith, sir, he has led the drum before 
the English tragedians,—to belie him I will 
not,—and more of his soldiership I know not; 
except, in that country, he had the honour to be 
the officer at a place there called Mile-end, to 
instruct for the doubling of files: I would do 
the man what honour I can, but of this I am 
not certain. 307 

First Lord. He hath out-villained villany so 
far, that the rarity redeems him. 

Ber. A pox on him! he’s a cat still. 

First Sold. His qualities being at this poor 
price, I need not ask you, if gold will corrupt 
him to revolt. 313 

Par. Sir, for a cardecu he will sell the fee- 
simple of his salvation, the inheritance of it; 
and cut the entail from all remainders, and a 
perpetual succession for it perpetually. 317 
First Sold. What’s his brother, the other 
Captain Dumain? 

Sec. Lord. Why does he ask him of me? 
First Sold. What’s he? 3 *r 

Par. E’en a crow o’ the same nest: not alto¬ 
gether so great as the first in goodness, but 
greater a great deal in evil. He excels his 
brother for a coward, yet his brother is reputed 
one of the best that is. In a retreat he out-runs 
any lackey; narry, in coming on he has the 
cramp. 328 

First Sold. If your life be saved, will you 
undertake to betray the Florentine? 

Par. Ay, and the captain of his hone, Count 
Rousiilon. 332 

First Sold. I’ll whisper with the general, and 
know his pleasure. 

Par. I Aside .1 I’ll no more drumming; a 
plague of all drums 1 Only to seem to deserve 
well, and to beguile the supposition of that 
lascivious young boy the count, have I run into 
this danger. Yet who would have suspected an 
ambush where I was taken? 340 

First Sold. There is no remedy, sir, but you 
must die. The general says, you, that have so 
traitorously discovered the secrets of your army, 
and made such pestiferous reports of men very 
nobly held, can serve the world for no honest 
use; therefore you must die. Come, headsman, 
off with his head. 

Par. O Lord, sir, let me live, or let me see my 
death! mb 
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first Sold. That (hall yen, and take your 
leave of all your friends. [Vnmuffiing him. 

So, look about you: know you any here? 352 
Ber. Good morrow, noble captain. 

See. Lord. God bless you. Captain Parolles. 
first Lord. God save you, noble captain. 
Sec. Lord. Captain, what greeting will you 
to my Lord Lafeu? I am for France. 357 
first Lord. Good captain, will you give me a 
copy of the sonnet you writ to Diana in behalf of 
the Count Rousillon? an I were not a very 
coward I’d compel it of you; but fare you well. 

[Exeunt Bertram and Lords. 
first Sold. You are undone, captain; all but 
your scarf; that has a knot on’t yet. 

Par. Who cannot be crushed with a plot? 364 
first Sold. If you coold find out a country 
where but women were that had received so 
much shame, you might begin an impudent 
nation. Fare ye well, sir; I am for France 
too: we shall speak of you there. [Exit. 

Par. Yet am I thankful: if my heart were great 
Twould burst at this. Captain I'll be no more; 
But I will eat and drink, and sleep as soft 37s 
As captain shall: simply the thing I am 
Shall make me live. Who knows himself a 
braggart, 

Let him fear this; for it will come to pass 
That every braggart shall be found an ass. 376 
Rust, sword 1 cool, blushes! and Parolles, live 
Safest in shame! being fool’d, by foolery thrive 1 
There’s place and means for every man alive. 
I’ll after them. [Exit. 


Scene IV.— Florence. A Room in the 
Widow’s House. 

Enter Helena, Widow, and DIANA. 

Hel. That you may well perceive I have not 
wrong’d you. 

One of the greatest in the Christian world 
Shall be my surety; ’fore whose throne ’tis 
needful. 

Ere I can perfect mine intents, to kneel. 4 
Time was I did him a desired ofiSce, 

Dear almost as his life; which gratitude 
Through flinty Tartar’s bosom would peep 
forth. 

And answer, thanks. I duly am inform’d 8 
His Grace is at Marseilles; to which place 
We have convenient convoy. You must know, 
I am supposed dead: the army breaking. 

My husband hies him home; where, heaven 
aiding, 12 

And by the leave of my good lord the king. 
We’ll be before our welcome. 

Wid. Gentle madam. 

You never had a servant to whose trust 
Your business was more welcome. 

Hel. Nor you, mistress, «6 

Ever a friend whose thoughts more truly labour 
To recompense your love. Doubt not but 
heaven 

Hath brought me up to be your daughter’s 
dower, 


As it hath fitted her to be my motive so 
And helper to a husband. But, O strange men 1 
That can such sweet use make of what they 
hate. 

When saucy trusting of the cozen'd thoughts 
Defiles the pitchy night: so lust doth play 24 
With what it loathes for that which is away. 
But more of this hereafter. You, Diana, 
Under my poor instructions yet must suffer 
Something in my behalf. 

Via. Let death and honesty 

Go with your impositions, I am yours 29 
Upon your will to suffer. 

Hel. Yet, I pray you: 

But with the word the time will bring on sum¬ 
mer, 

When briers shall have leaves as well as thorns. 
And be as sweet as sharp. We must away; 33 
Our waggon is prepar’d, and time revives us: 
All's well that ends well: still the fine’s the 
crown ; 

Whate’er the course, the end is the renown. 36 

[Exeunt. 


Scene V. — Rousillon. A Room in the 
countess’s Palace. 

Enter countess, lapeu, and Clown. 

Laf. No, no, no; your son was misled with a 
snipt-taffetafellow there, whose villanoussaffron 
would have made all the unbaked and doughy 
youth of a nation in his colour: your daughter- 
in-law had been alive at this hour, and yotir son 
here at home, more advanced by the king than 
by that red-tailed humble-bee I speak of. 7 
Count. I would I had not known him; it was 
the death of the most virtuous gentlewoman 
that ever nature had praise for creating. If she 
had partaken of my flesh, and cost me the dearest 
groans of a mother, I could not have owed her 
a more rooted love. 13 

Laf. Twas a good lady, ‘twas a good lady: 
we may pick a thousand salads ere we light on 
such another herb. 16 

Clo. Indeed, sir, she was the sweet-marjoram 
of the salad, or, rather the herb of grace. 

Laf. They are not salad-herbs, you knave; 
they are nose-herbs. 20 

Clo. I am no great Nebuchadnezzar, sir; I 
have not much skill in grass. 

Laf. Whether dost thou profess thyself, a 
knave, or a fool? 24 

Clo. A fool, sir, at a woman’s service, and a 
knave at a man's. 

Laf. Your distinction? 

Clo. I would cozen the man of his wife, and 
do his service. 29 

laf. So you were a knave at his service, in¬ 
deed. 

Clo. And I would give his wife my bauble, 
sir, to do her service. 33 

Laf. I will subscribe for thee, thou art both 
knave and fool. • 

Clo. At your service. 3 * 

Laf. No, no, no. 
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Clo. Why, sir, if I cannot serve you, I can 
serve as great a prince as you are. 

Laf. Who's that? a Frenchman? 40 

Clo. Faith, sir, a’ has an English name; but 
his phisnomy is more hotter In France than 
there. 

Laf. What prince is that? 44 

Clo. The black prince, sir; alias, the prince 
of darkness; alias, the devil. 

Laf. Hold thee, there’s my purse. I give thee 
not this to suggest tbee from thy master thou 
talkest of: serve him still. 49 

Clo. I am a woodland fellow, sir, that always 
loved a great fire; and the master I speak of, 
ever keeps a good fue. But. sure, he is the 
prince of the world: let his nobility remain in’s 
court, 1 am for the house with the narrow gate, 
which I take to be too little for pomp to enter: 
some that humble themselves may; but the 
many will be too chill and tender, and they’ll 
be for the flowery way that leads to the bread 
gate and the great fire. 59 

Laf. Go thy ways, I begin to be aweary of 
thee; and 1 tell thee so before, because I would 
not fall out with thee. Go thy ways: let my 
horses be well looked to, without any tricks. 63 
Clo. If I put any tricks upon ’em, sir, they 
shall be jade’s tricks, which are their own right 
by the law of nature. (Exit. 

Laf. A shrewd knave and an unhappy. 67 
Count. So he is. My lord that’s gone made 
himself much sport out of him: by his authority 
he remains here, which he thinks is a patent for 
his sauciness; and. indeed, he has no pace, but 
runs where he will. 72 

Laf. 1 like him well: 'da not amiss. And I 
was about to tell you, since I heard of the good 
lady’s death, and that my lord your son was 
upon his return home, 1 moved the king my 
master to speak in the behalf of my daughter; 
which, in the minority of them both, his majesty, 
out of a self-gracious remembrance, did first 
propose. His highness hath promised me to do 
it; and to stop up the displeasure he hath con¬ 
ceived against your son, there is no fitter matter. 
How does your ladyship like it? 83 

Count. With very much content, my lord; 
and I wish it happuy effected. 

Laf. His highness comes post from Marseilles, 
of as able body as when he numbered thirty: he 
will be here to-morrow, or I am deceived by him 
that in such intelligence hath seldom failed. 89 
Count. It rejoices me that I hope I shall see 
him ere I die. I have letters that my son will be 
here to-night: I shall beseech your lordship to 
remain with me till they meet together. 93 
Laf. Madam, I was thinking with what man¬ 
ners I might safely be admitted. 

Count. You need but plead your honourable 
Privilege. 97 

Laf. Lady, ofthat I have made a bold charter; 
but I thank my God it holds ye' 

Re-enter Clown. 

Clo. O madam! yonder’s my lord your son 
™h a patch of velvet on’s face: whether there 


be a scar under it or no, the velvet knows; but 
’tis a goodly patch of velvet. His left cheek is a 
cheek of two pile and a balf, but his right cheek 
is worn bare. 105 

Laf. A scar nobly got, or a noble scar, is a 
good livery of honour; so belike is that. 

Clo. But it is your carbonadoed face. 108 
Laf. Let us go see your son, I pray you: I 
long to talk with the young noble soldier. 

Clo. Faith, there’s a dozen of ’em, with deli¬ 
cate fine hats and most courteous fea the rs, which 
bow the head and nod at every man. [Exeunt. 


ACT V 

Scene I.— Marseilles. A Street. 

Enter Helena, Widow, and duna, with two 
Attendants. 

Bel. But this exceeding posting, day and 
night, 

Must wear your spirits low; we cannot help it: 
But since you have made the days and nights 
as one, 

To wear your gentle limbs in my affairs, 4 
Be bold you do so grow in my requital 
As nothing can unroot you. In happy time; 

Enter a gentle Astringer. 

This man may help me to his majesty's ear, 

If he would spend his power. God save you, sir. 
Gent. And you. 9 

Hel. Sir, I have seen you in the court of 
France. 

Gent. I have been sometimes them. 

Hel. I do presume, sir, that you are not fallen 
From the report that goes upon your goodness; 
And therefore, goaded with most sharp occa¬ 
sions. 

Which lay nice manners by, I put you to 
The use of your own virtues, for the which 16 
I shall continue thankful. 

Gent. What’s your will? 

Hel. That it will please you 
To give this poor petition to the king, 

And aid me with that store of power you have 
To come into his presence. ji 

Gent. The king’s not here. 

Hel. Not here, sir 1 

Gent. Not, indeed: 

He hence remov'd last night, and with more 
haste 

Than is his use. 

Wid. Lord, bow we lose our pains! 14 
Hel. All's well that ends well yet. 

Though time seems so adverse and means unfit. 
I do beseech you, whither is he gone? 

Gent. Marry, as I take it, to Rouaillon; s 8 
Whither I am going. 

Hel. I do beseech you, sir, 

Since you are like to see the king before me. 
Commend the paper to his gracious hand; 
Which I presume shall render you no blame 3a 
But rather make you thank your pains for it. 
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I will come alter you with what good speed Laf. Out upon thee, knave! dent thou put 
Our means will make us means. upon me at once both the office of God and the 

Gent. This I’ll do for you. devil? one brings thee in grace and the other 

Hel. And you «h«n find yourself to be well brings thee out. [Trumpets sound.] The king’s 
thank'd, 36 coming; I know by his trumpets. Sirrah, in- 

Whate’er falls more. We must to horse again; quire further alter me; I had talk of you last 
Go, go, provide. [Exeunt, night: though you are a fool and a knave, you 

shall eat: go to, follow. 39 

Par. I praise God for you. [Exeunt. 

Scene EL— Rousillon. The outer Court of the 
countess’s Palace. 


Enter Clown and parolles. 

Par. Good Monsieur Lavache, give my Lord 
Lafeu this letter. I have ere now, sir, been better 
known to you, when I have held familiarity with 
fresher clothes; but I am now, sir. muddied in 
Fortune’s mood, and smell somewhat strong of 
her strong displeasure. 6 

Clo. Truly, Fortune’s displeasure is but slut¬ 
tish if it smell so strongly as thou speakest of: I 
will henceforth eat no fish of Fortune’s butter¬ 
ing. Prithee, allow the wind. 

Par. Nay, you need not to stop your nose, 
sir: I spake but by a metaphor. 12 

Clo. Indeed, sir, if your metaphor stink, I 
will stop my nose; or against any man's meta¬ 
phor. Prithee, get thee further. 

Par. Pray you. sir, deliver me this paper, 16 
Clo. Foh! prithee, stand away: a paper from 
Fortune’s close-stool to give to a nobleman! 
Look, here he comes himself. 

Enter laeeu. 

Here is a purr of Fortune's, sir, or of Fortune’s 
cat—but not a musk-cat—that has fallen into 
the unclean fishpond of her displeasure, and, as 
he says, is muddied withal. Pray you, sir, use 
the carp as you may, for he looks like a poor, 
ingenious,foolish,rascally knave. Ido 
pity his distress in my similes of comfort, and 
leave him to your lordship. [Exit. 

Par. My lord, I am a man whom Fortune 
hath cruelly scratched. 29 

Laf. And what would you have me to do? ’tis 
too late to pare her nails now. Wherein have 
you played the knave with Fortune that she 
should scratch you, whoofherselfis a good lady, 
and would not have knaves thrive long under 
her? There’s a cardecu for you. Let thelustiees 
make you and Fortune friends; I am for other 
business. 37 

Par. I beseech your honour to hear me one 


single word. 

Laf. You beg a single penny more: come, 
you shall ha’t; save your word. 4 > 

Par. My name, my good lord, is Parolles. 
Laf. You beg more than one word then. 
Cox my passion! give me your hand. How 

does your drum? 45 

Par. O, my good lord! you were the first that 
found me. 

Laf. Was I, fat sooth? and I was the first 
thatfcet thee. 49 

Par. It lies in you, my lord, to bring me in 
mmm grace, for you did bring me out. 


SCENE m .—The Same. A Room in the 
countess’s Palace. 

Flourish. Enter KING, COUNTESS, LAEEU, 
Lords, Gentlemen, Guards, &c. 

King. We lost a Jewel of her, and our esteem 
Was made much poorer by it: but your son. 

As mad in folly, lack'd the sense to know 
Her estimation home. 

Count. Tis past, my liege; 4 

And I beseech your majesty to make it 
Natural rebellion, done i’ the blaze of youth; 
When oil and fire, too strong for reason s force, 
O’erbeats it and burns on. 

King. My honour’d lady, 8 

I have forgiven and forgotten all. 

Though my revenges were high bent upon him. 
And watch’d the time to shoot. 

Laf. This I must say,— 

But first I beg my pardon,—the young lord ra 
Did to his majesty, his mother, and his lady. 
Offence of mighty note, but to himself 
The greatest wrong of all: he lost a wife 
Whose beauty did astonish the survey rfi 
Of richest eyes, whose wards all ears took cap¬ 
tive. 

Whose dead perfection hearts that scorn’d to 
serve 

Humbly call’d mistress. 

King. Praising what is lost 

Makes the remembrance dear. Well, call him 

hither; * 20 

We are reconcil’d, and the first view shall kill 
All repetition. Let him not ask our pardon: 
The nature of his great offence is dead. 

And deeper than oblivion we do bury 24 

The incensing relics of it: let him approach, 

A stranger, no offender: and inform him 
So ’tis our will he should. 

Gent. I shall, my liege. 

(Exit- 

King. What says he to your daughter? have 
you spoke? *8 

Laf. All that he is hath reference to your 
highness. 

King. Then shall we have a match. I have 
letters sent me, 

That set him high in fame. ■' 

Enter BERTRAM. 

Laf. He looks well oo’t. 

King. I am not a day of season, 

For thou mayst see a sunshine and a bail 
In me at once; but to die brightest beams 
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Distracted clouds give way 
forth; 

The time is fair again. 

Ber. My high-repented blames, 36 

Dear sovereign, pardon to me. 

King. All is whole; 

Not one word more of the consumed time. 
Let's take the instant by the forward top, 

For we are old, and on our quick’st decrees 40 
The inaudible and noiseless foot of time 
Steals ere we can effect them. You remember 
The daughter of this lord? 

Ber. Admiringly, my liege: 44 

At fust I stuck my choice upon her, ere my 
heart 

Durst make too bold a herald of my tongue. 
Where the impression of mine eye infixing. 
Contempt his scornful perspective did lend 
me, 

Which waip'd the line of every other favour; 49 
Scorn'd a fair colour, or express’d it stolen; 
Extended or contracted all proportions 
To a most hideous object: thence it came jx 
That she, whom all men prais’d, and whom 
myself, 

Since 1 have lost, have lov’d, was in mine eye 
The dust that did offend it. 

King. Well excus'd: 


so stand thou This ring was mine; and, when I gave it Helen, 
I bade her, if her fortunes ever stood <4 
Neces 8 itied to help, that by this token 
I would relieve her. Had you that craft to reave 
her 

Of what should stead her most? 

Ber. My gracious sovereign. 

Howe’er it pleases you to take it so, ts 
The ring was never hers. 

Count. Son, oh my life, 

I have seen her wear it; and she reckon’d it 
At her life's rate. 

Laf. I am sure 1 saw her wear it. 

Ber. You are deceiv’d, my lord, she never 
saw it: 9 i 

In Florence was it form a case m e n t thrown 

me. 

Wrapp’d in a paper, which contain’d the name 
Of her that threw it. Noble she was, and thought 
I stood engag’d: but when I had subscrib’d 96 
To mine own fortune, and inform’d her fully 
1 could not answer in that course of honour 
As she had made the overture, she ceas'd. 

In heavy satisfaction, and would never too 

Receive the ring again. 

King. Plutus himself, 

That knows the tinct and multiplying medicine, 
Hath not in nature’s mystery more science 


That thou didst love her, strikes some scores Than I have in thia rmg: ’twas mine, 'twas 


Helen's, »°4 

Whoever gave it you. Then, if you know 
That you are well acquainted with yourself, 
Confess ’twas hers, and by what rough enforce¬ 
ment 

You got it from her. She call’d the saints to 
surety, to* 

That she would never put it from ber finger 
Unless she gave it to yourself in bed, 

Where you nave never come, or sent it us 
Upon her great disaster. 

Ber. She never saw it. ns 

King. Thou speak’st it falsely, as I love mine 
honour; 

And mak'st conjectural fears to come into me 
Which I would fain shut out. If it should prove 
That thou art so inhuman,—’twill not prove 
so;— »* 

And yet I know not: thou didst hate her deadly. 
And she is dead: which nothing, but to close 
Her eyes myself, could win me to believe. 
More than to see this ring. Take him away, uo 
[Guards seize Bertram. 
My fore-past prooft, howe’er the matter fall. 
Shall tax my rears of little vanity, ... 
Having vainly fear’d too little. Away w ith him ! 

_ We’ll sift this matter fbrther. 

[Bertram gives a ring. Ber. If you shall prove its 

By my old beard, 76 This ring was ever hers, you shall as easy 
And every hair that’s on’t, Helen, that’s dead. Prove that I husbanded her bed in Florence 
Was a sweet creature; sud a ring as this. Where yet she never was. [Exit guarded. 
The last that e’er I took her leave at court, King. I am wrapp’d in dismal thinkin gs . 

W uponherfin^r.^^^ ^ Enter the gentle Ajtringer. 

Now, pray you, let me me it; for mine 

While! was speaking, oft was fasten'd to’L— Here’s a peti t ion from a Flore nt i n e, 


away 56 

From the great compt. But love that comes too 
late, 

Like a remorsefbl pardon slowly carried. 

To the great sender turns a sour offence, 
Crying,‘That’s good that’s gone.’ Our rasher 
faults so 

Make trivial price of serious things we have. 
Not knowing them until we know their grave: 
Oft our displeasures, to ourselves unjust. 
Destroy our friends and after weep their dust: 64 
Our own love waking cries to see what's done, 
While shameful hate sleeps out the afternoon. 
Be this sweet Helen’s knell, and now forget 
her. 

Send forth your amorr’s token for fair Maud¬ 
lin: 68 

The main consents are had; and here we’ll stay 
To see our widower’s second marriage-day. 
Count. Which better than the first, O dear 
heaven, bless! 

Or, ere they meet, in me, O nature, cease! 7a 
Laf. Come on, my son, in whom my houses 
name 

Must be digested, give a favour from you 
To sparkle in the spirits of my daughter. 
That she may quickly come. 
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Who hath, for four or five removes come short 
To tender it herself. X undertook it, 132 
Vanquish’d thereto by the fair grace and speech 
Of the poor suppliant, who by this I know 
Is here attending: her business looks in her 
With an importing visage, and she told me, 136 
In a sweet verba! brief, it did concern 
Your highness with herself. 

King. Upon his many protestations to 
marry me when his wife was dead, I blush 
to say it, he won me. Now is the Count Rou- 
sillon a widower: his rows are forfeited to me, 
and my honour’s paid to him. He stole from 
Florence, taking no leave, and I follow him to 
his country for justice. Grant it me, O king! in 
you it best lies; otherwise a seducer flou-ishes, 
and a poor maid is undone. 14? 

Diana Capilet. 
Laf. I will buy me a son-in-law in a fail, and 
toll for this: I’ll none of him. 

King. The heavens have thought well on 
thee, Lafeu, 

To bring forth this discovery. Seek these 
suitors: 152 

Go speedily and bring again the count. 

IExeunt the gentle Astringer, and some 
Attendants. 

I am afeard the life of Helen, lady, 

Was foully snatch’d. 

Count. Now, justice on the doers 1 

Re-enter Bertram, guarded. 

King. I wonder, sir, sith wives are monsters 
to you, ts6 

And that you fly them as you swear them lord- 
ship, 

Yet you desire to marry. 

Re-enter the gentle Astringer, with Widow 
and diana. 

What woman's that? 
Dia. I am, my lord, a wretched Florentine, 
Derived from the ancient Capilet: 160 

My suit, as I do understand, you know, 

And therefore know how far I may be pitied. 
Wid. I am her mother, sir, whose age and 
honour 

Both suffer under this complaint we bring, 164 
And both shall cease, without your remedy. 
King. Come hither, county; do you know 
these women? 

Ber. My lord, I neither can nor will deny 
But that I know them: do they charge me 

further? 168 

Dia. Why do you look so strange upon your 
wife? 

Ber. She's none of mine, my lord. 

Dia. If you shall marry, 

You give away this hand, and that is mine; 
You give away heaven’s vows, and those are 

mine; 17a 

You give away myself, which is known mine; 
For I by vow am so embodied yours 
That she which marries you must marry me; 
Either both or none.' <7< 


Laf. {To Bertram.] Your reputation comes 
too short for my daughter: you are no husband 
for her. 

Ber. My lord, this is a fond and desperate 
creature, 180 

Whom sometime I have laugh’d with: let your 
highness 

Lay a more noble thought upon mine honour 
Than for to think that I would sink it here. 
King. Sir, for my thoughts, you have them 
ill to friend, 184 

Till your deeds gain them: fairer prove your 
honour. 

Than in my thought it lies. 

Dia. Good my lord, 

Ask him upon his oath, if he does think 
He had not my virginity. 188 

King. What sayst thou to her ? 

Ber. She’s impudent, my lord; 

And was a common gamester to the camp. 
Dia. He does me wrong, my lord; if I were 
so, 

He might have bought me at a common price: 
Do not believe him. 01 behold this ring, 193 
Whose high respect and rich validity 
Did lack a parallel; yet for all that 
He gave it to a commoner o’ the camp, roe 
If 1 be one. 

Count. He blushes, and *tis it: 

Of six preceding ancestors, that gem 
Conferr’d by testament to the sequent issue. 
Hath it been ow’d and worn. This is his wife: 
That ring’s a thousand proofs. 

King. Methought you said 201 

You saw one here in court could witness it. 

Dia. 1 did, my lord, hut loath am to produce 
So bad an instrument: his name’s Parolles. 204 
Laf. I saw the man to-day, If man he be. 
King. Find him, and bring him hither. 

[£2:11 an Attendant. 
Ber. What of him? 

He’s quota] for a most perfidious slave. 

With all the spots of the world tax’d and de~ 
bosh’d, 203 

Whose nature sickens but to speak a truth. 
Am I or that or this for what he’ll utter. 

That sill speak anything? 

King. She hath that ring of yours. 

Ber. I think she has: certain it is I lik’d her, 
And boarded her i’ the wanton way of youth. 213 
She knew her distance and did angle for me. 
Madding my eagerness with her restraint. 

As all impediments in fancy’s course >16 

Are motives of more fancy; and, in fine, 

Her infinite cunning, with her modern grace, 
Subdued me to her rate: she got the ring, 

And I had that which any inferior might 220 
At market-price have bought. 

Dia. I must be patient: 

You, that have turn’d off a first so noble wife, 
May justly diet me. I pray you yet,— 

Since you lack virtue I will lose a husband,—224 
Send for your ring; I will return it home, • 
And give me mine again. 

Ber. I have it not. 

King. What ring was yours, I pray you? 
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Dia. Sir, much like 

The same upon your finger. 228 

King. Know you this ring? this ring was his 
of late. 

Dia. And this was it I gave him, being a-bed. 
King. The story then goes false you threw it 
him 

Out of a casement. 

Dia. I have spoke the truth. 232 

Re-enter Attendant with parou.es. 

Ber. My lord, I do confess the ring was hers. 
King. You boggle shrewdly, every feather 
starts you. 

Is this the man you speak of? 

Dia. Ay, my lord. 

King. Tell me, sirrah, but tell me true, I 
charge you, 236 

Not fearing the displeasure of your master,— 
Which, on your just proceeding I’ll keep off,— 
By him and by this woman here what know 
you? 

Bar. So please your majesty, my master hath 
been an honourable gentleman: tricks he hath 
had in him, which gentlemen have. 

King. Come, come, to the purpose: did be 
love this woman ? 244 

Par. Faith, sir, he did love her; but how? 
King. How, I pray you? 

Par. He did love her, sir, as a gentleman 
loves a woman. 248 

King. How is that? 

Par. He loved her. sir, and loved her not. 
King. As thou art a knave, and no knave. 
What an equivocal companion is this! 252 
Par. 1 am a poor man, and at your majesty’s 
command. 

Laf. He is a good drum, my lord, but a 
naughtyorator. 25 s 

Oia. Do you know he promised me marriage? 
Par. Faith, I know more than l’U speak. 
King. But wilt thou not speak all thou 
knowest? 260 

Par. Yes, so please your majesty. I did go 
between them, as I said; but more than that, he 
loved her, for, indeed, he was mad for her, and 
talked of Satan, and of limbo, and of Furies, 
and i know not what: yet I was in that credit 
with them at that time, that I knew of their 
going to bed, and of other motions, as promising 
her marriage, and things which would derive 
me ill will to speak of: therefore I will not 
speak what I know. 270 

King. Thou hast spoken all already, unless 
thou canst say they are married: but thou art 
too fine in thy evidence; therefore stand aside. 
This ring, you say, was yours? 

Dia. Ay, my good lord. 

King. Where did you buy it? or who gave it 
you? 276 

Dia. It was not given me, nor I did not buy it 
King. Who lent it you? 

Dia. It was not lent me neither. 

King. Where did you find it, then? 

Dia. I found it not 


King, If it were yours by none of all these 
ways, 280 

How could you give it him? 

Dia. I never gave it him. 

Laf. This woman’s an easy glove, my lord: 
she goes off and on at pleasure. 

King. This ring was mine: 1 gave it his first 
wife. 284 

Dia. It might be yours or hers, for aught I 
know. 

King. Take her away; I do no* like her now. 
To prison with her; and away with him. 

Unless thou tell’st me where thou hadst this 
ring 

Thou diest within this hour. 

Dm. 1*11 never tell you. 289 

King. Take her away. 

Dia. I'll put in bail, my liege. 

King. I think thee now some common cus¬ 
tomer. 

Dia. By Jove, if ever I knew man, ’twas you. 
King. Wherefore hast thou accus'd him all 
this while? 293 

Dia. Because he’s guilty, and he is not guilty. 
He knows t am no maid, and lie’U swear to’t: 
I’ll swear i am a maid, and he knows not. 296 
Great king, I am no strumpet, by my life; 

I am cither maid, or else this old man’s wife. 

[Pointing to lafeu. 
King. She does abuse our ears: to prison 
with her! 

Dia. Good mother, fetch my bail. [Exit 
Widow.] Stay, royal sir; 300 

The jeweller that owes the ring is sent for. 

And he shall surety me. But for this lord, 

Who hath abus’d me, as he knows himself, 
Though yet he never harm’d me, here 1 quit him: 
He knows himself my bed he hath defil’d, joj 
And at that time he got his wife with child; 

Dead though she be, she feels her young one 
kick: 

So there’s my riddle: one that's dead is quick: 
And now behold the meaning. 

Re-enter Widow, with HELENA. 

King. Is there no exorcist 309 

Beguiles the truer office of mine eyes? 

Is’t real that I see? 

Hel. No, my good lord; 

*Tis but the shadow of a wife you see; sia 
The name and not the thing. 

Ber. Both, both. Ol pardon. 

Bel. O my good lord! when I was like this 
maid, 

I found you wondrous kind. There is your ring; 
And, look you, here's your letter; this it says: 
When from my finger you can get this ring, 317 
And are by me with child, &c. This is done: 
Will you be mine, now you are doubly won? 
Ber. If she, my liege, can make me know 
this clearly, 3 »o 

ni love her dearly, ever, ever dearly. 

Hel. If it appear not plain, and prove untrue. 
Deadly divorce step between me and youl 
Ol my dear mother; do I see you living? 5*4 
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Antonio, a Sea Captain, Friend to Sebastian. 

A Sea Captain, Friend to Viola. 
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Maria, Olivia's Woman. 

Lords, Priests, Sailors, Officers, Musicians, and other 
Attendants. 


Scene, —A City in Illyria; and the Sea-coast near it. 


ACT I 

Scene I .—A Room in the duke’s Palace. 
Enter duke, curio, Lords; Musicians 
attending. 

Duke. If music be the food of love, play on; 
Give me excess of it, that, surfeiting, 

The appetite may sicken, and so die. 

That strain againl it had a dying fall: 4 

O! it came o'er my ear like the sweet sound 
That breathes upon a bank of violets, 

Stealing and giving odour. Enough! no more: 
’Tia not so sweet now as it was before. 8 
O spirit of love! how quick and fresh art thou, 
That, notwithstanding thy capacity * 

Receiveth as the sea. nought enters there, 

Of what validity and pitch soe’er, 12 

But falls into abatement and low price, 

Even in a minute: so full of shapes is fancy, 
That it alone is high fantastical. 

Cur. Will you go hunt, my lord? 

Duke. What, Curio? id 

Cur. The hart, 

Duke. Why, so I do, the noblest that I have. 
O! when mine eyes did see Olivia first, 
Methought she purg’d the air of pestilence. 20 
That instant was I turn’d into a hart, 

And my desires, like fell and cruel hounds, 
E’er since pursue me. 

Enter valentine. 

How now! what news from her? 
Val So please my lord, I might not be ad¬ 
mitted; 2 4 

But from her handmaid do return this answer: 
The element itself, till seven years’ heat, 

Shall not behold her face at ample view: 

But, like a cloistress, she will veiled walk, 28 
And water once a day her chamber round 
With eye-offending brine: all this, to season 
A brother’s dead love, which she would keep 
fresh 

And lasting in her sad remembrance. 32 

Duke. Ol the that hath a heart of that fine 
frame 

To pay this debt of love but to a brother, 
How will she love, when the rich golden shaft 
Hath kill’d the flock of all affections else 36 


That live in her; when liver, brain, and heart 
These sovereign thrones, are ell supplied, and 
fill'd 

Her sweet perfections with one self king. 

Away before me to sweet beds of flowers; 40 
Love-thoughts lie rich when canopied with 
bowers. [Exeunt. 

Scene IL —The Sea-coast. 

Enter viola, Captain, and Sailors, 

Via. What country, friends, is this? 

Cap. This is Illyria, lady. 

Vio. And what should I do in Illyria? , 
My brother he is in Elysium. 

Perchance he is not drown’d: what think you, 
sailors? 4 

Cap. It is perchance that you yourself were 
sav’d. 

Vio. O my poor brother! and so perchance 
may he be. 

Cap. True, madam: and, to comfort you 
with chance. 

Assure yourself, after our ship did split, s 
When you and those poor number sav’d with 
you 

Hung on our driving boat, I saw your brother. 
Most provident in peril, bind himself,— 
Courage and hope both teaching him the 
practice,— a 

To a strong mast that liv’d upon the sea; 
Where, like Arion on the dolphin's back, 

I saw him hold acquaintance with the waves 
So long as I could see. 

Vio. For saying so there’s gold. >6 

Mine own escape unfoldeth to my hope, 
Whereto thy speech serves for authority, 

The like of him. Know’st thou this country? 
Cap. Ay, madam, well; for I wag bred and 
bom so 

Not three hours’ travel from thi< very place. 
Vio. Who governs here? 

Cap. A noble duke, in nature as in name. 
Vio. What is his name? 24 

Cap. Orsino. 

Vio. Orsino! I have heard my father name 
him: 

He was a bachelor then. 
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Cap. And so is now, or was so very late; 38 
For but a month ago 1 went from hence. 

And then ’twas fresh in murmur,—as, you 
know. 

What great ones do the less will prattle of,— 
That he did seek the love of fair Olivia. 


300 [ACT I 

Sir To. He’s as tall a man as any’sin Illyria. 
Mar. What’s that to the purpose? 

Sir To. Why, he has three thousand ducats 
a year. 34 

Mar. Ay, but he’ll have but a year in all 

.Si..,.. «_ C -1-1 a_J1_I 


Vio. What’s she? 


Cap. A virtuous maid, thedaugbterofacount 
That died some twelvemonth since; then leaving 
her 

In the protection of his son, her brother, 36 
Who shortly also died: for whose dear love, 
They say 3he hath abjur’d the company 
And sight of men. 

Vio. O! that I serv'd that lady, 

And might not be deliver’d to the world, 40 
Till I had made mine own occasion mellow. 
What my estate is. 

Cap. That were hard to compass. 

Because she will admit no kind of suit. 

No, not the duke’s. 44 

Vio. Thereisafairbehaviourintbee,captain: 
And though that nature with a beauteous wall 
Doth oft close in pollution, yet of thee 
I will believe thou hast a mind that suits 48 
With this thy fair and outward character. 

I prithee,—and I’ll pay thee bounteously,— 
Conceal me what I am, and be my aid 
For such disguise as haply shall become 33 
The form of my intent. I’ll serve this duke: 
Thou shalt present me as a eunuch to him: 

It may be worth thy pains; for I can sing 
And speak to him in many sorts of music 56 
That will allow me very worth his service. 
What else may hap to time I will commit; 

Only shape thou thy silence to my wit. 

Cap. Be you his eunuch, and your mute I’ll 
be: 60 


33 these ducats: he’s a very fool and a prodigal. 
Sir To. Fie, that you 11 say so! he plays o’ 


When my tongue blabs, then let mine eyes not better acquaintance. 


the viol-de-gamboys, and speaks three or four 
languages word for word without book, and 
hath all the good gifts of nature. 30 

Mar. He hath indeed, almost natural; for, 
besides that he’s a fool, he’s a great quaneller; 
and but that he hath the gift of a coward to allay 
the gust he hath in quarelling, 'tis thought 
among the prudent he would quickly have the 
gift of a grave. 36 

Sir To. By this hand, they ate scoundrels and 
subtractors that say so of him. Who are they? 

Mar. They that add, moreover, he’s drunk 
nightly in your company. 40 

Sir To. With drinking healths to my niece. 
I’ll drink to her as long as there is a passage in 
my throat and drink in Illyria. He’s a coward 
and a coystril, that will not drink to my niece 
till his brains turn o’ the toe like a parish-sap. 
What, wench! CastUiano vulgoi fox here comes 
Sir Andrew Agueface. 

Enter sir Andrew aqubcheek. 

Sir And. Sir Toby Belch! how now. Sir Toby 
Belch! 

Sir To. Sweet Sir Andrew! 

Sir And. Bless you, fair shrew. 

Mar. And you too, sir. 

Sir To. Accost, Sir Andrew, accost. 

Sir And. What’s that? 

Sir To. My niece’s chambermaid. 

Sir And. Good Mistress Accost, I 


49 


desire 

37 


Mar. My name is Mary, sir. 

Sir And. Good Mistress Mary Accost,— 
Sir To. You mistake, knight: ’accost’ is, 
front her, board her, woo her, assail her. 61 
Sir And. By my troth, I would not under¬ 
take her in this company. Is that the meaning 
of‘accost?’ 64 

Mar. Fare you well, gentlemen. 

Sir To. An thou let her part so. Sir Andrew, 
would thou mightst never draw sword again! 
Sir And. An you part so, mistress. I would I 


see. 

Vio. I thank thee: lead me on. [Exeunt. 

Scene HL —A Room in ouvia’s House. 

Enter SR TOBY BELCH and MARIA. 

Sir To. What a plague means my niece, to 
take the death of her brother thus? I am sure 
care's an enemy to life. 

Mar. By my troth. Sir Toby, you must come — , 

in earner o nights: your cousin, my lady, takes might never draw sword again. Fair lady, do 
exceptions to your ill hours. S you think you have fools in hand? 70 

Sir To. Why, let her except before excepted. ----- . 

Mar. Ay, but you must confine yourself 
within the modest limits of order. 

Sir To. Confine! Til confine myself no finer 
qMm l am. These clothes are good enough to 
drink in, and so be these boots too: an they be 
not, let them hang themselves in their own 

That quaffing and drinking will undo 
yon: I heard my lady talk of it yesterday; and 
or a foolish knight that yon nought m one 
night hen to be her wooer. 

Sir To. Who? Sir Andrew Aguecheek? 

Mar. Ay, he. ao 


you think you have fools in hand? 

Mar. Sir, I have not you by the hand. 

Sir And. Marry, but you shall have; and 
here’s my hand. 

Mar. Now, sir, ‘ thought is free:’ I pray you, 
bring your hand to the buttery-bar and let it 
drink. 76 

Sir And. Wherefore, sweetheart? what’s your 
metaphor? 

Mar. It’s dry, sir. 

Sir And. Why, I think so: I am not snch ah 
ass but I can keep my hand dry. Kit whatfs 
your jest? 

Mar. A dry jest, sir. 

Sir And. Are you ftill of them? 


84 
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Mar. Ay, sir, I have them at my fingers’ ends: 
marry, now 1 let go your band, I am barren. 

Sir To. O knight! tbou lackest a cup of 
canary: when did I see thee so put down? 88 
Sir And. Never in your life, I think; unless 
you see canary put me down. Methinks some¬ 
times I have no more wit than a Christian or an 
ordinary man has; but I am a great eater of 
beef, and I believe that does harm to my wit. 93 
Sir To. No question 

Sir And. An I thought that, I’d forswear it. 
I’ll ride home to-morrow. Sir Toby. 96 

Sir To. Pourquoi, my dear knight? 

Sir And. What is ‘pourquoi?’ do or not do? 
I would I had bestowed that time in the tongues 
that I have in fencing, dancing, and bear-bait¬ 
ing. Ol had I but followed the arts! 101 

Sir To. Then hadst thou had an excellent 
head of hair. 

Sir And. Why, would that have mended my 
hair? 105 

Sir To. Past question; for thou scest it will 
not curl by nature. 

Sir And. But it becomes me well enough, 
does’t not? 109 

Sir To. Excellent; it hangs like flax on a 
distaff, and I hope to see a housewife take thee 
between her legs, and spin it off. 112 

Sir And. Faith, I’ll home to-morrow. Sir 
Toby: your niece will not be seen; or if she be, 
it’s four to one she’ll none of me. The count 
himself here hard by woos her. 1:6 

Sir To. She’ll none o’ the count; she’ll not 
match above her degree, neither in estate, years, 
nor wit; I have heard her swear it Tut, there’s 
life in’t, man. 120 

Sir And. I’ll stay a month longer. I am a 
fellow o’ the strangest mind i’ the world; I de- 
hghtinmasquesandrevels sometimes altogether. 

Sir To. Ait thou good at these kickchawses, 
kmght? 125 

Sir And. As any man in Illyria, whatsoever 
he be, under the degree of my betters; and yet I 
will not compare with an old man. tzs 

Sir To. What is thy excellence in a galliard, 
knight? 

Sir And. Faith, I can cut a caper. 

Sir To. And I can cut the mutton to’t. 132 
Sir And. And I think I have the back-trick 
simply as strong as any man in Illyria. 

■ Sir To. Wherefore are these things hid? 
wherefore have these gifts a curtain before ’em ? 
are they like to take dust, like Mistress Mall’s 
Ptehue? why dost thou not go to church in a 
kalhard, and come home in a coranto ? Myvery 
walk should be a jig; I would not so much as 
make water but in a sink-a-pace. What dost 
thou mean? is it a world to hide virtues in? I 
did think, by the excellent constitution of thy 
leg, it was formed under the star of a galliard. 144 
Sir And. Ay, ’tls strong, and it does indifferent 
we*! in a flame-coloured stock. Shall we set 
about some revels? 

, ow To. What shall we do else? were we not 
nom under Taurus? 149 


Sir And. Taurus! that’s sides and heart. 

Sir To. No, sir, it is legs and thighs. Lit me 
see thee caper. Ha! higher; ha, ha I excellent! 

[Exeunt. 


Scene IV. —A Room in the duke’s Palace. 

Enter valentine, and viola in man’s attire. 
Val. If the duke continue these favours to¬ 
wards you, Cesario, you are like to be much 
advanced: he hath known you but three days, 
and already you are no stranger. 4 

Vio. You either fear his humour or my negli¬ 
gence. that you call in question the continuance 
of his love. Is he inconstant, sir, in his favours? 
Val. No, believe me. 8 

Vio. I thank you. Here comes the count. 


Enter duice, curio, and Attendants. 
Duke. Who saw Cesario? ho! 

Vio. On your attendance, my lord; here. 
Duke. Stand you awhile aloof. Cesario, 12 
Thou know’st no less but all; I have unclasp’d 
To thee the book even of my secret soul: 
Therefore, good youth, address thy gait unto her. 
Be not denied access, stand at her doors, 16 
And tell them, there thy fixed foot shall grow 
Till thou have audience. 

„ K* 0 -. Sure, my noble lord. 

If she be so abandon’d to her sorrow 
As it is spoke, she never will admit me. 20 
Duke. Be clamorous and leap all dvil bounds 
Rather than make unprofited return. 

Vio. Say I do speak with her, my lord, what 
then? 


Duke. Ol then unfold the passion of my love; 
Surprise her with discourse of my dear faith: 2 3 
It shall become thee well to act my woes; 

She will attend it better in thy youth 
Than in a nundo of more grave aspect. aS 
Vio. I think not so, my lord. 

Duke. Dear lad, believe it; 

For they shall yet belie thy happy years 
That say thou art a man: Diana’s Up 
Is not more smooth and rubious; thy small pipe 
Is as the maiden’s organ, shrill and sound; 33 
And ail is semblative a woman’s part. 

I Know thy constellation is right apt 
For this affair. Some four or five attend him; 
All, if you will; for I myself am best 37 
When least in company. Prosper well In this. 
And thou shall live as freely as thy lord. 

To call his fortunes thine. 

_ Vio. I’ll do my best 40 

To woo your lady: [Aside] yet, a barful strifel 
Whoe’er I woo, myself would be his wife. 

[Exeunt. 


Scene V. —A Room in Olivia’s House. 

Enter maria and Clown. 

Mar. Nay, either tell me where thou hast 
been, or I win not open my lips so wide as a 
brittle may enter in way of thy excuse. My 
lady will hang thee for thy absence. 4 
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Clo. Let her hang me: he that is well hanged 
in this world needs to fear no colours. 

Mar, Make that good. 

Clo. He shall see none to fear. 8 

Mar. A good lenten answer: I can tell thee 
where that saying was bom, of, ‘I fear nocoiours.’ 
Clo. Where, good Mistress Mary? 

Mar. In the wars; and that may you be bold 
to say in your foolery. 13 

Clo. Well, God give them wisdom that have 
it; and those that are fools, let them use their 
talents. 16 

Mar. Yet you will be hanged for being so 
long absent; or, to be turned away, is not that 
as good as a hanging to you? 

Clo. Many a good hanging prevents a bad 
marriage; and, fo; turning away, let summer 

bear it out. si 

Mar. You arc resolute then? 

Clo. Not so, neither; but I am resolved on 
two points. 15 

Mar. That if one break, the other will hold; 
or, if both break, your gaskins fall. 

Clo. Apt, in good faith; very apt. Well, go thy 
way: if Sir Toby would leave drinking, thou wert 
as witty a piece of Eve’s flesh as any in Illyria. 30 
Mar. Peace, you rogue, no more o’ that. Here 
comes my lady: make your excuse wisely, you 
were best. [Exit. 

Clo. Wit, an’t be thy will, put me into good 

fooling! Those wits that think they have thee, 
do very oft prove fools; and I, that am sure I 
lack thee, may pass for a wise man: for what 
says Quinapalus? ’Better a witty fool than a 
foolish wit. 

Enter ouvia with malyouo. 

God bless thee, lady! 40 

Oli. Take the fool away. 

Clo. Do you not hear, fellows? Take away 
the lady. 

Oli. Go to, you’re a dry fool; I’ll no more of 
you: besides, you grow dishonest. 43 

Clo. Two faults, madonna, that drink and 
good counsel will amend: for give the dry fool 
drink, then is the fool not dry; bid the dis¬ 
honest man mend himself: if he mend, he is no 
longer dishonest; if he cannot, let the botcher 
mend him. Any thing that's mended is but 
patched: virtue that transgresses is but patched 
with sin; and sin that amends is but patched 
with virtue. If that this simple syllogism will 
serve, so; if it will not, what remedy ? As there 
h no true cuckold but calamity, so beauty’s a 
flower. The iady bade take away the fool; there¬ 
fore, I say again, take her away. 58 

Oli. Sir, I bade them take away you. 

Clo. Misprision in the highest degree! Lady, 
cucullus non facit monachum; that’s as much 
to say as I wear not motley in my brain. Good 
madonna, give me leave to prove you a fool. 
Oli. Can you do it? 64 

Clo. Dexteriously, good madonna. 

Oli. Make your proof. 

Clo. I must catechise you for it, madonna: 
good my mouse of virtue, answer me. 68 


Oli. Well, sir, for want of other idleness, I’ll 
bide your proof. 

Clo. Good madonna, why mournest thou? 
Oli. Good foot, for my brother’s death. 72 
Clo. I think his soul is in hell, madonna. 
Oli. I know his soul is in heaven, fool. 

Clo. The more fool, madonna, to mourn for 
your brother’s soul being in heaven. Take away 
the fool, gentlemen. 77 

Oli. What think you of this fool, Malvolio? 
doth he not mend? 

Mai. Yes; and shall do, till the pangs of 
death shake him: infirmity, that decays the 
wise, doth ever make the better fool. 82 

Clo. God send you, sir, a speedy infirmity, for 
the better increasing your folly! Sir Toby will 
be sworn that 1 am 110 fox, but he will not pass 
his word for two pence that you are no fool. 
Oli. How say you to that, Malvolio ? 87 

Mai. 1 marvel your ladyship takes delight in 
such a barren rascal: 1 saw him put down the 
other day with an ordinary fool that has no more 
brain than a stone. Look you now, he’s out of 
his guard already; unless you laugh and minister 
occasion to him, he is gagged. I protest, I take 
these wise men, that crow so at these set kind of 
fools, no better than the fools’ zanies. 9j 

Oli. O! you are sick of self-love, Malvolio, 
and taste with a distempered appetite. To be 
generous, guiltless, and of free disposition, is to 
take those things for bird-bolts that you deem 
cannon-bullets. There is no slander in an al¬ 
lowed fool, though he do nothing but rail; nor 
no railing in a known discreet man, though he 
do nothing but reprove. 

Clo. Now, Mercury endue thee with leasing, 
lor thou speakest well of fools! 103 

Re-enter MARIA. 

Mar. Madam, there is at the gate a young 
gentleman much desires to speak with you. 
Oli. From the Count Orsino, is it? 108 
Mar. I know not, madam: 'tis a fair young 
man, and well attended. 

Oli. Who of my people hold him in delay? 
Mar. Sir Toby, madam, your kinsman. 112 
Oli. Fetch him off, I pray you: he speaks 
nothing but madman. Fie on him! [Err? maria.) 
Go you.Maivolio: if it be a suit from the count, 
1 am sick, or not at home: what you will, to 
dismiss it. [Exit malvolio.] Now you see, sir, 
how your fooling grows old, and people dislike it. 

Clo. Thou hast spoken for us, madonna, as if 
thy eldest son should be a fool; whose skull 
love cram with brains! for here comes one of 
thy kin has a most weak pia mater. 

Enter as toby belch. 

Oli. By mine honour, half drunk. What is 
be at the gate, cousin? 124 

Sir To. A gentleman. 

Oli. A gentleman! what gentleman? * , 
Sir To. Tis a gentleman here,—a plague 0 
these pickle herring! How now, sot! >2° 
Clo. Good Sir Toby. 
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Oli. Cousin, cousin, how have you come so 
early by this lethargy? 

Sir To. lechery I 1 defy lechery! There's 
one at the gats. 133 

Clo. Ay, marry, what is be? 

Sir To. Let him be the devil, an he will, I 
care not: give me faith, say 1. Weil, it’s all one. 

[Exit. 

Oli. What’s a drunken man like, fool? 137 
do. Like a drowned man, a fool, and a mad¬ 
man: one draught above heat makes him a 
fool, the second mads him, and a third drowns 
him. 

Oli. Go thou and seek the crowner, and let 
him sit o’ my coz; for he’s in the third degree 
of drink, he’s drowned: go, look after him. 144 
do. He is but mad yet, madonna; and the 
fool shall look to the madman. [Exit. 


Re-enter malvouo. 

Mai. Madam, yond young fellow sweats he will 
speak with you. 1 told him you were sick: he 
takes on him to understand so much, and there¬ 
fore comes to speak with you. I told him you 
were asleep: he seems to have a foreknowledge of 
that too, and therefore comes to speak with you. 
What is to be said to him, lady? he's fortified 
against any denial. :;4 

Oli. Tell him he shall not speak with me. 

Mai. Ha's been told so; and he says, he’ll 
stand at your door like a sheriff’s post, and be 
the supporter to a bench, but he’ll speak with 
you. 

Oli. What kind o’ man is he? 160 

Mai. Why, of mankind. 

Oli. What manner of man? 

Mai. Of very ill manner: he’ll speak with 
you, will you or no. 164 

OH. Of what personage and years is he? 

Mai. Notyetoldenoughforaman.noryoung 
enough for a boy; as a squash is before ’tis a 
peascod, or a codling when ’tis almost an apple: 
tis with him in standing water, between boy 
and man. He is very well-favoured, and he 
speaks very shrewishly: one would think his 
mother's milk were scarce out of him. 172 

Oli. Let him approach. Call in my gentle¬ 
woman. 

Mai. Gentlewoman, my lady calls. [Exit. 


Re-enter maria. 

Oli. Give me my veil: come, throw it o’er my 
face. 176 

We ’ll once more hear Orsino’s embassy. 

Enter VIOLA and Attendants. 

Tib The honourable lady of the bouse, 
which is she? 

Oli. Speak to me; I shall answer for her. 
Your will? 181 

Most radiant, exquisite, and unmatch- 
fJa —I pray you tell me if this be the 

*aay of the house, for I never saw her: I would 
tu * 0 ,?, to cast away my speech; for, besides 
™t it is excellently well penned, I have taken 
great pains to con ib Good beauties, let me 


sustain no scorn; 1 am very compdbie, even to 
the least sinister usage. 289 

Oli. Whence came you, sir? 

Vio. I can say little more than I have studied, 
and that question’s out of my part. Good gentle 
one, give me modest assurance if you be the lady 
of (ite house, that 1 may proceed in my speech. 
Oli. Are you a comedian? 195 

Vio. No, my profound heart; and yet, by the 
very fangs of malice I swear 1 am not that I 
play. Are you the lady of the house? 

Oli. If I do not usurp myself, I am. 199 
Vio. Most certain, if you are she, you do usurp 
yourself; for, what is yours to bestow is not 
yours to reserve. But this is from my commis¬ 
sion: I will on with my speech in your praise, 
and then show you the heart of my message. 204 
Oli. Come to what is important in’t: I for¬ 
give you the praise, 

Vio. Alas! I took great pains to study it, and 
’tis poetical. 208 

OH. It is the more like to be feigned: I pray 
you keep it in. I heard you were saucy at my 
gates, and allowed your approach rather to 
wonder at you than to hear you. If you be not 
mad, be gone; if you have reason, be brief: ’tis 
not that time of moon with me to make one in 
so skipping a dialogue. 213 

Afar. Will you hoislsail,sir?here lies your way. 
Vio. No, good swabber; I am to hull here a 
little longer. Some mollification for your giant, 
sweet lady. 

Oli. Tell me your mind. 220 

Vio. I am a messenger. 

Oli. Sure, you have some hideous matter to 
deliver, when the courtesy of it is so fearful. 
Speak your office. 224 

Vio. It alone concerns your ear. I bring no 
overture of war, no taxation of homage: I hold 
the olive in my hand; my words are as full of 
peace as matter. 228 

Oli. Yet you began rudely. What are you? 
what would you? 

Vio. The rudeness that hath appear’d in me 
have I leam’d from my entertainment. What I 
am, and what I would, are as secret as maiden¬ 
head; to your ears, divinity; to any other’s, 
profanation. 235 

Oli. Give us the place alone: we will hear 
this divinity. [Exit maiua and Attendants.] 
Now, sir: what is your text? 

Vio. Most sweet lady,— 

Oli. A comfortable doctrine, and much may 
be said of it. Where lies your text? 241 

Vio. In Orsino’s bosom. 

Oli. In his bosom! In what chapter of his 
bosom? 244 

Vio. To answer by the method, in the first of 
his heart. 

Oli. O! I have read it: it is heresy. Have 
you no more to say? 248 

Vio. Good madam, let me see your face 
Oli. Have you any commission from your 
lord to negotiate with my face ? you are now out 
of your text: but we wifi draw the curtain and 
show you the picture. [C/nmling.] Look you. 
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sir, such a one I was as this present: is't not 
well done? 

Vio. Excellently done, if God did all. 256 
Oli. *Tis in grain, sir; ’twill endure wind and 
weather. 

Vio. ’Tis beauty truly blent, whose red and 
whits 

Nature’s own sweet and cunning hand laid on: 
Lady, you are the cmell’st she alive, zoi 
If you will lead these graces to the grave 
And leave the world no copy. 

Oli. O! sir, I will not be so hard-hearted; I 
will give out divers schedules of my beauty: it 
shall be inventoried, and every particle and 
utensil labelled to my will: as Item, Two lips, 
indifferent red; Item, Two grey eyes, with lids to 
them; Item, One neck, one chin, and so forth. 
Weie you sent hither to praise me? 

Vio. 1 see you wliat you are: you are too 
proud; 

But, if you were the devil, you are fair. 272 
My lord and master loves you: OI such love 
Could be but recompens’d, though you were 
crown’d 

The nonpareil of beauty. 

Oli. How docs he love me? 

Vio. With adorations, with fertile tears, 276 
With groa ns that thunder love, vr th sighs of fire. 
Oli. Your lord does know my mind; I cannot 
love him; 

Yet I suppose him virtuous, know him noble. 
Of great estate, ol'fresh and stainless youth; 280 
In voices well divulg’d, free, lcara’d, and valiant; 
And, in dimension and the shape of nature 
A gracious person; but yet 1 cannot love him; 
He might have took his answer long ago. 284 
Vio. If I did love you in rny master’s flame, 
With such a suffering, such a deadly life, 

In your denial I would find no sense; 

I would not understand it. 

Oli. Why, what would you? 288 

Vio. Make me a willow cabin at your gate. 
And call upon my soul within the house; 
Write loyal cantons of contemned love, 

And sing them loud even in the dead of night; 
Holla your name to the reverberate hills, 293 
And make the babbling gossip of the air 
Cry out, ’Olivia!’ O! you should not rest 
Between the elements of air and earth, 29S 
But you should pity me! 

Oli. You might do much. What is your 
parentage? 

Vio. Above my fortune, yet my state is well: 
I am a gentleman. 

Oli. Get you to your lord: 300 

1 cannot love him. let him send nc more. 
Unless, perchance, you come to me again, 

To tell me how he. takes It. Fare you well: 

I thank you for your pains: spend this for me. 
Vio. I am no fee’d post, lady; keep your 
purse: 30J 

My master, not myself, lacks recompense. 
Love make his heart of flint that you shall love, 
And let your fervour, like my master’s, be 308 
Plac’d in contempt! Farewell, fair cruelty. 


Oli. ‘What Is your parentage?’ 

‘Above my fortunes, yet my state is well: 

I am a gentleman.’ 1*U be sworn thou art: 312 
Thy tongue, thy face, thy limbs, actions, and 

spirit. 

Do give thee five-fold blazon. Not too fast: 
soft! solt! 

Unless the master were the man. How now! 
Even so quickly may one catch the plague? 31S 
Met hicks I feel this youth’s perfections 
With an invisible and subtle stealth 
To creep in at mine eyes. Well, let it be. 

What, Uo! Malvoiiol 

Re-enter malvouo. 

Mai. Here, madam, at your service. 320 
Oli. Run after that same peevish messenger, 
The county’s man: he left this ring behind him, 
Would I, or not: tell him I’ll none of it. 

Desire him not to flatter with his lord, 324 
Nor hold him up with hopes: I’m not for him. 

If that the youth will come this way to-morrow. 
I’ll give him reasons for’t. Hie thee, Malvolio. 
Alai. Madam, 1 will. (Exit. 

Oh. 1 do I know not what, and fear to find 329 
Mine eye too great a flatterer for my mind. 
Tate, show thy force: ourselves we do not owe; 
What is decreed must be, and be this so! [Exit. 


ACT n 

Scene I .—The Sea-coast. 

Enter antonio and Sebastian. 

Ant. Will you stay no longer? nor will you 
not that I go with you? 

Seh. By your patience, no. My stars shine 
darkly over me; the malignancy of my fate 
might, perhaps, distemper yours; therefore l 
shall crave of you your leave that I may bear 
my evils alone. It were a bad recompense for 
your love to lay any of them on you. 8 

Ant. Let me yet know of you whither you 
are bound. 

Seb. No. sooth, sir: my determinate voyage 
is mere extravagancy. But 1 perceive in you so 
excellent a touch of modesty that you will not 
extort from me what I am willing to keep in; 
therefore, it charges me in manners the rathm 
to express myself. Yon must know of me then, 
Antonio, my name is Sebastian, which I called 
Roderigo. My father was that Sebastian of 
Messaline, whom I know you have heard of. He 
left behind him myself and a sister, both bom in 
an hour: if the heavens had been pleased, would 
we had so ended 1 but you, sir, altered that; for 
some hour before you took me from the breach 
of the sea was my sister drowned. 24 

Ant. Alas the day! 

Seb. A lady, sir, though It was said she much 
resembled me, was yet of many accounted beau¬ 
tiful: but, though I could not with such estim¬ 
able wonder overfar believe that, yet thus far { 
will boldly publish her: she bore a mind that 
envy could not but call fair. She is drowned 
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already, sir, with salt water, though I seem to And she, mistaken, seems to dote on me. 36 
drown her remembrance again with more. 33 What will become of this? As 1 am man, 

My state is desperate for my master’s love; 


drown her remembrance again with more. 33 
Ant. Pardon me, sir, your bad entertainment. 
Seb. O good Antomol forgive me your trou¬ 
ble! , 36 

Ant. If you will not murder me for my love, 
let me be your servant. 

Seb. If you will not undo what you have 
done, that is, kill him whom youhave recovered, 
desire it not. Fare ye well at once: my bosom 
is full of kindness; and I am yet so near the 
manners of my mother, that upon the least 
occasion more mine eyes will tell tales of me. 
I am bound to the Count Orsino's court: fare¬ 
well. I Exit. 

Ant. The gentleness of all the gods go with 
thee! 

I have many enemies in Orsino s court, 48 
Else would I very shortly see thee there; 

But, come what may, I do adore thee so. 
That danger shall seem sport, and 1 will go. 

I Exit. 


Scene n. —A Street. 

Enter viola; malvouo following. 

Mai. Were not you even now with the 
Countess Olivia? 

Vio. Even now, sir: on a moderate pace I 
have since arrived but hither. 4 

Mai. She returns this ring to you, sir: you 
might have saved me my pains, to have taken it 
away yourself. She adds, moreover, that you 
should put your lord into a desperate assurance 
she will none of him. And one thing more; that 
you be never so hardy to come again in his 
affairs, unless it be to report your lord’s taking 
of this. Receive it so. 

Vio. She took the ring of me; I’ll none of it. 

Mai. Come, sir, you peevishly threw it to 
her; and her will is it should be so returned: 
if it be worth stooping for, there it lies in your 
eye: if not, be it his that finds it. [Exit. 


As I am woman,—now alas the day!— 

What thriftless sighs shall poor Olivia breathe 1 
O time! thou must untangle this, not I; 41 
It is too hard a knot for me to untie. [£xif. 


Scene m .—A Room in Olivia’s House. 

Enter SIR TOBY BELCH and SIR ANDREW 
AOUECHEEK. 

Sir To. Approach, Sir Andrew: not to be 
a-bed after midnight is to be up betimes; and 
diluculo surgere, thou knowest,— 

Sir And. Nay, by my troth, I know not; but 
I know, to be up late is to be up late. 5 

Sir To. A false conclusion: I hate it as an 
unfilled can. To be up after midnight and to 
go to bed then, is early; so that to go to bed 
after midnight is to go to bed betimes. Does 
not our life consist of the four elements? 

Sir And. Faith, so they say; but, I think, it 
rather consists 0/ eating and drinking. « 

Sir To. Thou art a scholar; let us therefore 
eat and drink. Marian, I say! a stoup of wine! 

Enter Clown. 

Sir And. Here comes the fool, i’ faith. 

Clo. How now, my hearts 1 Did you never 
sec the picture of ’we three?’ 17 

Sir To. Welcome, ass. Now let’s have a 
catch. 

Sir And. By my troth, the fool has an ex¬ 
cellent breast. I had rather than forty shillings 
I had such a leg, and so sweet a breath to sing, 
as the fool has. In sooth, thou wast in very 

g racious fooling last night, when thouspokest of 
igrogromitus, of the Vapians passing the equi¬ 
noctial of Queubus: ’twas vety good, i’ faith. I 
sent thee sixpence for thy leman: hadst it? *7 
Clo. I did impeticos thy gratillity; for Mai- 
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Vio. I left no ring with her: what means volio’s nose is no whipstock: my lady has a 


this lady? 

Fortune forbid my outside have not chairo d 
her! 19 

She made good view of me; indeed, so much, 
That sure methought her eyes had lost her 
tongue, 

For she did speak in starts distractedly. 

She loves me, sure; the cunning of her passion 
Invites me in this churlish messenger. 24 
None of my lord's ringl why, he sent her none. 
I am the man: if it be so, as’tis, 

Poor lady, she were better love a dream. 
Disguise, I see, thou art a wickedness, a* 
Wherein the pregnant enemy does much. 
How easy is it for the proper-false 
ui women's waxen hearts to set their forms I 
Alas! our frailty is the cause, not we! 3 * 
For such as we are made of, such we be. 

How will this fadge? My master loves hei 
dearly; 

And I, poor monster, fond as much on him; 


white hand, and the Myrmidons are no bottle- 
ale houses. 

Sir And. Excellent! Why, this is the best 
fooling, when all Is done. Now, a song. 33 

Sir To. Come on; there is sixpence for you: 
let’s have a song. 

Sir And. There’s a testril of me too: if one 
knight give a— 37 

Clo. Would you have a love-song, or a song 
of good life? 

Sir To. A love-song, a love-song. 40 

Sir And. Ay, ay; I care not for good life. 

Clo. O mistress mine! where are you roaming? 

Ol stay and hear; your true love’s coming. 
That can ling both high and low. 44 
Trip no tether, pretty sweeting; 

Journeys end in lovers meeting. 

Every wise man’s son doth know. 

Sir And. Excellent good, i* faith. 

Sir To. Good, good. 


48 
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Clo. Whit is Ion? ‘tis not herafter; 

Present mirth hath present laughter; 

Whet’s to come is still unsure: ja 

In delay there lies no plenty; 

Then come kiss me, sweet and twenty. 

Youth's a stuff will not endure. 

Sir And. A mellifluous voice, os I am true 
knight. 57 

Sir To. A contagious breath. 

Sir And. Very sweet and contagions, i’ faith. 
Sir To. To hear by the nose, it is dulcet in 
contagion. But shall we make the welkin dance 
indeed? Shall we rouse the night-owl in a catch 
that will draw three souls out of one weaver? 
shall we do that? 64 

Sir And. An you love me, let’s do’t: 1 am 

dog at a catch. 

Clo. By’r lady, sir, and some dogs will catch 
well. *8 

Sir And. Most certain. Let our catch be, 

'Thou knave.’ 

Clo. 'Hold thy peace, thou knave, knight? 
I shall be constrain'd ln’t to call thee knave, 
knight. 73 

Sir And. Tis not the first time I have con¬ 
strained one to call me knave. Begin, fool: it 
begins,' Hold thy peace.’ 78 

Clo. I shall never begin if I hold my peace. 
Sir And. Good, i' faith. Come, begin. 

[They sing a catch. 

Enter maria. 

Mar. What a caterwauling do you keep heret 
If my lady have not called up her steward Mal¬ 
volio and bid him turn you out of doors, never 
trust me. 8a 

Sir To. My lady’s a Catalan; we are politi¬ 
cians; Malvolio’s a Peg-a-Ramsey, and ‘Three 
merry men be we.’ Am not I consanguineous? 
am I not of her blood? Tillyvaily, lady 1 
There dwelt a man in Babylon, lady, lady! 
Clo. Beshrew me, the knight’s in admirable 
fooling. 89 

Sir And. Ay, he does well enough if he be 
disposed, ana so do I too: he does it with a 
better grace, but I do it more natural. 

Sir To. O! the twelfth day of December ,— 
Mar. For the love o’ God, peace! 94 

Enter malvolio. 

Mai My masters, are you mad? or what are 
you? Have you no wit, manners, nor honesty, 
out to gabble like tinkers at this time of night? 
Do ye make an alehouse of my lady’s house, that 
ye squeak out your coziers’ catches without any 
mitigation or remorse of voice? Is there no re¬ 
spect ofplace, persons, nortime.inyou? 101 

Sir To. We did keep time, sir, in our catches. 
Sneck up! 

Mai. Sir Toby, I must be round with you. 
My lady bade me tell you, that, though she 
harbours you as her kinsman, she’s nothing 
allied to your disorders. If you can separate 
yourself wad your misdemeanours, you are wel- 
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you to take leave of her, she is very willing to 
bid you farewell. 

58 Sir To. Farewell, dear heart, since I must 
needs be gone. its 

Mar. Nay, good Sir Toby. 

Clo. His eyes do show his days are almost 
done. 

Mai. Is’t even so? 

Sir To. But l will never die. 116 

Clo. Sir Toby, there you lie. 

Mdl. This is much credit to you. 

Sir To. Shall I bid him go? 

Clo. What an if you do? no 

Sir To. Shall l bid him go, and spare not? 
Clo. O! no, no, no, no. you dare not. 

Sir To. 'Out o’ time! Sir, ye lie. Art any 
more than a steward? Dost thou think, because 
thou art virtuous, there shall be no more cakes 
and ale? 

Clo. Yes, by Saint Anne; and ginger shall be 
hot i’ the mouth too. 128 

Sir To. Thou’rti’the right. Go, sir, rub your 
chain with crumbs. A stoup of wine, Maria! 

Mat. Mistress Mary, if you prized my lady’s 
favour at anything more than contempt, you 
would not give means for this uncivil rule: she 
shall know of it, by this hand. [£.*//. 

Mar. Go shake your ears. 135 

Sir And. Twere as good a deed as to drink 
when a man’s a-hungry, to challenge him the 
field, and then to break promise with him and 
make a fool of him. 

Sir To. Do’t, knight: I’ll write thee a chal- 
lenge; or I'll deliver thy indignation to him by 
word of mouth. 142 

Mar. Sweet Sir Toby, be patient for to-night: 
since the youth of the count’s was to-day with 
my lady, she is much out of quiet. For Mon¬ 
sieur Malvolio, let me alone with him: if 1 do 
not gull him into a nayword, and make him a 
common recreation, do not think I have wit 
enough to lie straight in my bed. I know I can 
do it. * 

Sir To. Possess us, possess us, tell us some¬ 
thing of him. 152 

Mar. Marry, sir, sometimes he is a kind of 
puritan. 

Sir And. O! if I thought that, I’d beat him 
like a dog. 158 

Sir To. What, for being a puritan? thy ex¬ 
quisite reason, dear knight? 

Sir And. I have no exquisite reason for’t, but 
I have reason good enough. 180 

Mar. The devil a puritan that he is, or any¬ 
thing constantly but a time-pleaser; an affec- 
tioned ass, that cons state without book, and 
utters it by great swarths: the best persuaded 
of himself; so crammed, as he thinks, with 
excellences, that it is his ground of faith that 
all that look on him love him; and on that 
vice in him will my revenge find notable cause 
to work. I( 9 

Sir To. What wilt then do? • 

Mar. I will drop in his way some obscure 
epistles of love; wherein, by the colour of Ms 


come to the house; if not, an it would please beard, the shape of his leg, the manner of bis 
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gait, the expressure of his eye, forehead, and Vio. It gives a 4 ery echo to the seat 
complexion, he shall find himself most feelingly Where love is thron’d, 
personated. I can write very like my lady your Duke. Thou dost speak masterly, 

niece; on a forgotten matter we can hardly My life upon’t, young though thou art, thine 
make distinction of our hands. eye 

Sir To. Excellent! I smell a device. Hath stay'd upon some favour that it loves; 14 

Sir And. I have’t in my nose too. 180 Hath it not, boy? 

Sir To. He shall think, by the letters that Vio. A little, by your favour, 

thou wilt drop, that they come from my niece, Duke. What kind of woman is’t? 

and that she is in love with him. Vio. Of your complexion. 

Mar. My purpose is, indeed, a horse of that Duke. She is not worth thee, them What 


years, i’ faith? 

Vio. About your years, my lord. 28 

Duke. Too old, by heaven. Let still the 
woman take 

An elder than herself, so wears she to him. 
So sways she level in her husband’s heart: 

• 3a 


colour. 183 

Sir And. And your horse now would make 
him an ass. 

Mar. Ass, I doubt not. 188 

Sir And. O! ’twill be admirable. 

Mar. Sport royal, I warrant you: I know my 00 sways sue icvci m ner nusoauus ncan. 
physic will work with him. I will plant you two. For, boy, however we do praise ourselves, 
and let the fool make a third, where he shall find Our fancies are more giddy and unfirm, 
the letter: observe his construction of it. For More longing, wavering, sooner lost and worn, 
this night, to bed, and dream on the event. Than women’s are. 

Farewell. [Exit. Vio. I'think it well, my lord. 

Sir To. Good night, Penthesilea. 196 Duke. Then, let thy love be younger than 

Sir And. Before me, she’s a good wench. thyself, 36 

Sir To. She’s a beagle, true-bred, and one Or thy affection cannot hold the bent; 
that adores me: what o’ that? For women are as roses, whose fair flower 

Sir And. 1 was adored once too. 200 Being once display’d, doth fall that very hour. 

Sir To. Let’s to bed, knight. Thou hadst Vio. And so they are:'alas, that they are 
need send for more money. so; 40 

Sir And. If I cannot recover your niece, I To die, even when they to perfection growl 
am a foul way out. 304 


Sir To. Send for money, knight: if thou hast 
her not i’ the end, call me cut. 

Sir And. If I do not, never trust me, take it 
how you will. 208 

Sir To. Come, come: I’ll go bum some sack; 


Re-enter curio with Clown. 

Duke. O, fellow 1 come, the song we had last 
night. 

Mark it, Cesario; it is old and plain; 
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’tis too late to go to bed now. Come, knight; Tp 1 j S Pl ns ¥ rs ant * JJ? e knitters in the sun, 44 


come, knight. 


[Exeunt. 


Scene IV .—A Room in the duke’s Palace. 

Enter DUKE, VIOLA, CURIO, and Others. 
Duke. Give me some music. Now, good 
morrow, friends: 

Now, good Cesario, but that piece of song. 
That old and antique song we heard last night; 
Methought it did relieve my passion much, 4 
More than light airs and recollected terms 
Of these most brisk and giddy-paced times: 
Come; but one verse. 

Cur. He is not here, so please your lordship, 
that should sing it. 9 

Duke. Who was it? 

Cur. Feste, the jester, my lord; a fool that 
the Lady Olivia’s father took much delight in, 
tie is about the house. 13 

Duke. Seek him out, and play the tune the 
while. [Exit curio. Music. 

come hither, boy: if ever thou shalt love, 
in the sweet pangs of it remember me; >* 

,. or suph as I am all true lovers are: 

Unataid and skittish in all motions else 
~S V ® in U» constant image of the creature 
ThM is belov’d. How dost thou like this 
tune? 30 


And the free maids that weave their thread 
with bones, 

Do use to chant it: it is silly sooth. 

And dallies with the innocence of love, 

Like the old age. 4* 

. Clo. Are you ready, sir? 

Duke. Ay; prithee, sing, [Music. 

Clo. Come away, come away, death, 

And in sad cypress let me be laid; S 3 

Fly away, fly away, breath; 

1 am slain by a fair creel maid. 

My shroud of while, stuck all with yew, 

O! prepare i\ 50 

My part of death, no one so tine 
Did share it. 

Not a flower, not a flower sweet, 

Oh my hlack coffin let there be drown; <0 

Not a friend, not a friend greet 
My poor corse, where my bones shall be thrown. 
A thousand thousand sighs to save, 

Lay-me, 01 where 84 

Sad-True lover never find my graver 
To weep there. 

Duke. There’s for thy pains. 

Clo. No pains, sir;. I take pleasure in singing, 
sir. 49 

Duke, m pay thy pleasure them 
Clo. Truly, sir, and pleasure mil be paid, one 
time or another. 7a 
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Duke. Give me now leave to leave thee. 

Clo. Now, the melancholy god protect thee, 
and the tailor make thy doublet of changeable 
taffeta.forthymindisaveryopall Iwouldhave 
men of such constancy put to sea, that their 
business might be everything and their intent 
everywhere; for that’s it that always makes a 
good voyage of nothing. Farewell. [Exit, 
Duke. Let all the rest give place. 

[Exeunt curio and Attendants. 
Once more, Cesario, 8: 
Get thee to yond same sovereign cruelty: 

Tell her, my love, more noble than the world. 
Prizes not quantity of dirty lands; 84 

The parts that fortune hath bestow’d upon 
her, 

Tell her, I hold as giddily as fortune; 

But ’tis that miracle and queen of gems 
That nature pranks her in attracts my soul. 88 
Vio. But if she cannot love you, sir? 

Duke. I cannot be so answer’d. 

Vio. Sooth, but you must. 

Say that some lady, as perhaps, there is, 

Hath for your love as great a pang of heart 92 
As you have for Olivia: you cannot love her: 
You tell her so; must she not then be answer’d ? 

Duke. There is no woman’s sides 
Can bide the beating of so strong a passion »s 
As love doth give my heart; no woman's heart 
So big, to hold so much; they lack retention. 
Alas! their love may be call'd appetite, 

No motion of the liver, but the palate, too 
That suffer surfeit, cloyment, and revolt; 

But mine is all as hungry as die sea, 

And can digest as much. Make no compare 
Between that love a woman can bear me 104 
And that I owe Olivia. 

Vio. Ay, but I know,— 

Duke. What dost thou know? 

Vio. Too well what love women to men may 


owe: 

In faith, they are as true of heart as we. tog 
My father had a daughter lov’d a man. 

As it might be, perhaps, were I a woman, 

I should your lordship. 

Duke. And what’s her history? 

Vio. A blank, my lord. She never told her 
love, t» 

But let concealment, like a worm i' the bud. 
Feed on her damask cheek: she pin’d in thought. 
And with a green and yellow melancholy, 

She sat like Patience on a monument, rr< 
Smiling at grief. Was not this love indeed? 

We men may say more, swear more; but indeed 
Our shows are more than will, for still we prove 
Much in our vows, but little in our love. 120 
Duke. But died thy sister of hfcr love, my 
boy? 

Vio. I am all the daughters of my father’s 
house. 

And all the brothers too; and yet I know not 
Sir, shall I to this lady? 

Duke. Ay, that’s the theme, ns 

To her in haste; give her this jewel; say 
My love can give no place, bide no denay. 

{Exeunt. 


Scene V.—ouvia’s Carden. 

Enter sir toby belch, sra Andrew aouecheek, 
and FABIAN. 

Sir To. Come thy ways, Signlor Fabian. 

Fab. Nay, I’ll come: if I lose a scruple of 
this sport, let me be boiled to death with melan¬ 
choly. 4 

Sir To. Wouldst thou not be glad to have 
the niggardly rascally sheep-biter come by some 
notable shame? 

Fab. I would exult, man: you know he 
brought me out o’ favour with my lady about 
a bear-baiting here. 10 

Sir To. To anger him we’ll have the bear 
again; and we will fool him black and blue; 
shall we not. Sir Andrew? 13 

Sir And. An we do not, it is pity of our 
lives. 

Sir To. Here comes the little villain. 16 

Enter maria. 

How now, my metal of India! 

Mar. CU ye all three into the box-tree. 
Malvolio's coming down this walk: he has been 
yonder i' the sun practising behaviour to his own 
shadow this half-hour. Observe him, for the 
love of mockery; for I know this letter will 
make a contemplative idiot of him. Close, in 
the name of jesting! Lie thou there: [Throws 
down a letter.] for here comes the trout that 
must be caught with tickling. [£xu. 


Enter MALVOLIO. 

Mai. Tis but fortune; all is fortune. Maria 
once told me she did affect me; and I have 
heard herself come thus near, that should she 
fancy, it should be one of my complexion. Be¬ 
sides, she uses me with a more exalted respect 
than anyone else that follows her. What should 
I think on't? 33 

Sir To. Upre’s an over-weening rogue! 

Fab. O, peace! Contemplation makes a rare 
turkey-cock of him: how he jets under his 
advanced plumes! 37 

Sir And. ’Slight, I could so beat the rogue! 
Sir To. Peace! I say. 

Mai. To be Count Malvolio! so 

Sir To. Ah, rogue! 

Sir And. Pistol him, pistol him. 

Sir To. Peace! peace! 43 

Mai. There is example for’t: the lady of 
the Strachy married the yeoman of the ward¬ 
robe. 

Sir And. Fie on him, Jezebel! 

Fab. O, peace! now he’s deeply in; lot* bow 

imagination blows him. 49 

Mai. Having been three months married to 
her, sitting in my state,— 

Sir To. O! for a stone-bow, to hit him in 
the eye! 3 ? 

Mai. Calling my officers about me, in my 
branched velvet gown; having come from a dtfy- 
bed, where I haw left Olivia sleeping,— 3 6 

Sir To. Fire and brimstone! 

Fab. O, peace! peace! 
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Mai. And then to have the humour of state: 
and after a demure travel of regard, telling 
them I know my place, as I would they should 
do theirs, to ask for my kinsman Toby,— 

Sir To. Bolts and shackles! 

Fab. O, peace, peace, peace! now, now. 64 
Mai. Seven of my people, with an obedient 


Mai. ‘M, O, A, I, doth sway my life.’ Nay, 
but first, let me see, let me see, let me see. 124 
Fab. What dish o’ poison has she dressed 
him! 

Sir To. And with what wing the staniel 
checks at itl 128 

Mai. ‘ I may command where I adore.’ Why, 


start, make out for him. I frown the while: and she may command me: I serve her; she is my 
perchance wind up my watch, or play with my lady. Why, this is evident to any formal capa- 
—some rich jewel. Toby approaches; curtsies city; there is no obstruction in this. 


there to me,— 69 

Sir To. Shall this fellow live? 

Fab. Though our silence be drawn from us 
with cars, yet peace! 72 

Mai. I extend my hand to him thus, quench¬ 
ing my familiar smile with an austere regard of 
control,— 

Sir To. And does not Toby take you a blow 
o' the lips then? 77 

Mai. Saying,‘CousinToby,myfortuneshav- ______ 

ing cast me on your niece give me this preroga- cur is excellent at faults. 


tive of speech,’- 
Sir To. What, what? 

Mai. ’You must amend your drunkenness.’ 
Sir To. Out, scab! 

Fab. Nay, patience, or we break the sinews 
of our plot. 85 

Mai. ‘Besides, you waste the treasure of your 
time with a foolish knight,'— 

Sir And. That’s me, I warrant you. 88 

Mai. ‘One Sir Andrew,’— 

Sir And. I knew 'twas I; for many do call 
me fool. 

Mai. \Seeing the letter .] What employment 
have we here? 93 

Fab. Now is the woodcock near the gin. 

Sir To. O, peace! and the spirit of humours 
intimate reading aloud to him! 96 

. Mai. [Taking up the letter.] By my life, this 
is my lady’s hand! these be her very C f s, her U’s, 
and her T’s; and thus makes she her great P’s. 
It is, in contempt of question, her hand. 100 
Sir And. Her C’s, her U’s, and her T’s: why 
that— 

Mai. [Reads.] To the unknown beloved, this 
and my good wishes: her very phrases! By 
your leave, wax. Soft! and the impressure her 
Luerece. with which she uses to seal: ’tis my 
lady. To whom should this be? 

Fab. This wins him, liver and all. 


capa- 

_ And the 

end, what should that alphabetical position 
portend? if I could make that resemble some¬ 
thing in me,—Softly!—M, O, A, I,— 13s 

Sir To. O! ay, make up that: he is now at a 
cold scent. 

Fab. Sowter will cry upon’t, for all this, 
though it be as rank as a fox. 139 

Mai. M, Malvolio; M, why, that begins my 
name. 

Fab. Did not I say he would work it out? the 

143 


X08 


Mol. 


Jove knows I love; 

But who? 

Lips, do not move: 
No man must know. 


* No man must know.* What follows ? the num- 
T* , a A eredI *N° man must know:* if this 
should be thee, Malvolio 1 
aw To. Marry, hang thee, brock! 116 

Mai I may command where I adore; 

.put silence, like a Lucrece knife. 

With bloodless stroke my heart doth gore; 

M, O, A, I, doth sway iuy life. iao 

Fab. A fustian riddle! 

to. Excellent wench, say I. 


Mai. M,—But then there is no consonancy 
in the sequel; that suffers under probation: A 
should follow, but O does. 

Fab. And O shall end, I hope. 

Sir To. Ay, or I’ll cudgel him, and make him 
cry, Ol 149 

Mai. And then I comes behind. 

Fab. Ay, an you had any eye behind you, 
you might sec more detraction at your heels 
than fortunes before you. 153 

Mai. M, O, A, I; this simulation is not as 
the former; and yet, to crush this a little, it 
would bow to me, for every one of these letters 
are in my name. Softl here follows prose. 137 

If this fall into thy hand, revolve. In niy stars 
I am above thee: hut be not afraid of greatness: 
some are born great, some achieve greatness, and 
some have greatness thrust upon them. Thy Fates 
open their hands; let thy blood and spirit embrace 
them; and to inure thyself to what thou art like 
to be, cast thy humble slough, and appear fresh. 
Be opposite with a kinsman, surly with servants: 
let thy tongue tang arguments of state; put thyself 
into the trick of singularity. She thus advises thee 
that sighs for thee. Remember who commended 
thy yellow stockings, and wished to see thee ever 
cross-gartered: l say, remember. Go to. thou art 
made, if thou dcsirest to be so; if not. let me see 
thee a steward still, the fellow of servants, and not 
worthy to touch Fortune’s fingers. Farewell. She 
that would alter services with thee. X74 

The Foutunate-Unhappy. 

Daylight and champian discovers not more: 
this is open.. I will be proud, I will read politic 
authors, I will baffle Sir Toby, I will wash off 
gross acquaintance, I will be point-devise the 
very man. I do not now fool myself, to let 
imagination jade me, for every reason excites to 
this, that my lady loves me. She did commend 
my yellow stockings of late, she did praise my 
leg being cross-gartered; and in this she mani¬ 
fests herself to my love, and, with a kind of 
injunction drives me to these habits of her 
liking. I thank my stars I am happy. I will 
be strange, atout, in yellow stockings, and cross- 
gartered, even with the swiftness of putting on. 
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Jove and my stars be praised! Here is yet a 
postscript. 291 

Thou cans: not choose but know who 1 am. IT 
thou enteruinest my love, let it appear in thy 
smiling; thy smiles become thee well; therefore 
In my presence still smile, dear my sweet, I prithee. 

Jove, I thank thee. I will smile: I will do every¬ 
thing that thou wilt have me. [Exit. 

Fab. I will not give my part of this sport 
for a pension of thousands to be paid from the 
Sophy. 300 

Sir To. I could marry this wench for this 
device. 

Sir And. So could I too. 

Sir To. And ask no other dowry with her 
but such another jest. 305 

Sir And. Nor I neither. 

Fab. Here comes my noble gull-catcher. 

Re-enter MARIA. 

Sir To. Wilt thou set thy foot o’ my neck? 

Sir And. Or o' mine either? 309 

Sir To. Shall I play my freedom at tray-trip, 
and become thy bond-slave? 

Sir And. I’ faith, or I either? 313 


A sentence is but a cheveril glove to a good wit: 
how quickly the wrong side may be turned out¬ 
ward! is 

Vio. Nay, that’s certain: they that dally 
nicely with words may quickly make them 
wanton. 

Cio. I would therefore my sister had had no 
name, sir. 20 

Vio. Why, man? 

Cio. Why, sir, her name’s a word; and to 
dally with that word might make my sister 
wanton. But indeed, words are very rascals 
since bonds disgraced them. 33 

Vio. Thy reason, man? 

Cio. Troth, sir, I can yield you none without 
words; and words are grown so false, I am 
loath to prove reason with them. 29 

Vio. I warrant thou art a merry fellow, and 
carest for nothing. 

Cio. Not so, sir, I do care for something; but 
in my conscience, sir, I do not care for you: 
if that be to care for nothing, sir, I would it 
would make you invisible. 

Vio. Art nbt thou the Lady Olivia's fool ? 36 
Cio. No, indeed, sir; the Lady Olivia has no 
folly: she will keep no fool, sir, till she be 

___ __ married; and fools are as like husbands as 

Sir To. Why, thou hast put him in such a pilchards are to herrings—the husband's the 


dream, that when the image of it leaves him he 
must run mad. 

Mar. Nay, but say true; does it work upon 
him? 317 

Sir To. Like aqua-vine with a midwife. 

Mar. If you will, then see the fruits of the 
sport, mark his first approach before my lady; 
he will come to her in yellow stockings, and ’tis a 
colour she abhors; and cross-gartered, a fashion 


bigger. I am indeed not her fool, but her 
corrupter of words. 

Vio. I saw thee late at the Count Orsino’s. 43 
Cio. Foolery, sir, does walk about the orb 
like the sun; it shines every where. I would be 
sorry, sir, but the fool should be as oft with 
your master as with my mistress. I think I saw 
your wisdom there. 48 

Vio. Nay, an thou pass upon me. I’ll no more 


colour sue Bonois;<mucn> 8 s-garcerea, a insmors 

ah* detests; and he trill smile, upon net, which with thee. Hold, there s sixpence for thee. 


will now be so unsuitable to her disposition, 
being addicted to a melancholy as she is, that it 
cannot but turn him into a notable contempt. 
If you will see it, follow me. 327 

Sir To. To the gates of Tartar, thou most 
excellent devil of wit! 

Sir And. I’ll make one too. [Exeunt. 


ACT HI 

Scene I.— Olivia's Garden. 

Enter viola, and Clown with a tabor. 

Vio. Save thee, friend, and thy music. Dost 
thou live by thy tabor? 

Cio. No, sir, I live by the church. 

Vio. Art thou a churchman? 4 

Cio. No such matter, sir: I do live by the 
church; for I do live at my bouse, and my house 
doth stand by the church. 

Vio. Sto thou mayst say, the king lies by a 
beggar, if a beggar dwell near him; or, the 

church stands by thy tabor, if thy tabor stand _____ 

it? ^ urc t .. . _ 1; For folly that he wisely shows is fit; 

Cio. You have said, sir. To see rids age! But wise men folly-fall'n, quite taint rtwdr wit. 


[Gives a piece of money. 
Cio. Now Jove, in his next commodity of 
hair, send thee a beard! 32 

Vio. By my troth, I'll tell thee, I am almost 
sick for one,jhough I would not have it grow 
on my chin. Is thy lady within? 

Cio. [Pointing to the coin J Would not a pair 
of these have bred, sir? 37 

Vio. Yes, being kept together and potto use. 
Cio. I would play Lord Pandarus of Phrygia, 
air, to bring a Cressida to this Troiha. 6a 
Vio. I understand you, sir; 'tis well begg’d. 
Cio. The matter, I hope, is not great, sir, 
begging but a beggar: Cressida was a beggar. 
My lady is within, sir. I will cons ter to them 
whence you come; who you are and what you 
would are out of my welkin; I might say ‘ele¬ 
ment, but the word is overworn. [Exit. 
Vio. This fellow’s wise enough to play die 
fool, 68 

And to do that well craves a kind of wit: 

He must observe their mood on whom he jests, 
The quality of persons, and the time. 

And, like the haggard, check at every feather 
piat comes before his eye. This is a practice 
As full of labour as a wise man’s art; »4 
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Enter sat TOBY BELCH and sot ANDREW 
AOUECHEEK. 


Sir To. Save yon, gentleman. 

Via. And you, sir. 

Sir And. Dieu tout garde, monsieur. 

Vio. Et rous aussi; votre serriteur. So 
Sir And. 1 hope, sir, you are; and I am 
yours. 

Sir To. Will you encounter the house? my 
niece is desirous you should enter, if your trade 
be to her. 8 s 

Vio. I am bound to your niece, sir; 1 mean, 
she is the list of my voyage. 

Sir To. Taste your legs, sir; put them to 
motion. 89 

Vio. My legs do better understand me, sir, 
than I understand what you mean by bidding 
me taste my legs. 9> 

Sir To. I mean, to go, six, to enter. 

Vio. I will answer you with gait and en¬ 
trance. But we are prevented. 

Enter OliVIA and maria. 

Most excellent accomplished lady, the heavens 
rain odours on youl 97 

Sir And. That youth’s a rare courtier. 'Rain 
odours!'well. 

Fib. My matter hath no voice, lady, but to 
your own most pregnant and vouchsafed ear. 101 
Sir And. ‘Odours,’ ‘pregnant,’ and ‘vouch¬ 
safed.* I’ll get ’em all three all ready. 

Oli. Let the garden door be shut, and leave 
me to my hearing. 10s 

[Exeunt sir toby, sir Andrew, and maria. 
Give me your hand, sir. 

Vio. My duty, madam, and most humble 
service. 

Oli. What is your name? 108 

Fib. Cesario is your servant's name, fair 
princess. 

Oli. My servant, sir! *Twas never merry 
world 

Since lowly feigning was call’d compliment. 
You’re servant to the Count Orsino, youth. 111 
Vio. And he is yours, and his must needs be 
yours: 

Your servant’s servant is your servant, madam. 
Oli. For him, I think not on him; for his 
thoughts, 

Would they were blanks rather than fill’d with 
me! ii< 

Fib. Madam, I come to whet your gentle 
_ thoughts 
On his behalf. 

Oli. O! by your leave, I pray you, 

I bade you never speak again of him: 

But, would you undertake another suit, no 
I had rather hear you to solicit that 
Than music from the spheres. 

Fio. Dear lady,— 

OH. Give me leave, beseech you. I did send. 
After the last enchantment you did here, u] 
a nng in chase of you: to did I abuse 
Myulf, ay servant, and, I fear roe, you: 
under your hard construction must I sit, x*> 


To force that on you, In a shameful cunning. 
Which you knew none of yours: what might 
you think? 

Have you not set mine honour at the stake. 
And baited it with all th' unmuzzled thoughts 
That tyrannous heart can think? To one of 

your receiving 133 

Enough is shown; a cypress, not a bosom, 
Hideth my heart. So, let me hear you speak. 
Vio. I pity you. 136 

Oli. That's a degree to love. 

Vio. No, not a {prize; for ’tis a vulgar proof 
That very oft we pity enemies. 

Oli. Why, then methinks ’tis time to smile 

again. 140 

O world! how apt the poor are to be proud. 

If one should be a prey, how much the better 
To fall before the lion than the wolf! 

[Clock strikes. 

The clock upbraids me with the waste of time. 
Be not afraid, good youth, I will not have 
you: 

And yet, when wit and youth is come to harvest. 
Your wife is like to reap a proper man: 

There lies your way, due west 

Vio. Then westward-ho! 148 

Grace and good disposition attend your lady¬ 
ship! 

You’ll nothing, madam, to my lord by me} 
Oli. Stay: 

I prithee, tell me what thon think’st of me. 15a 
Vio. That you do think you are not what you 
are. 

Oli. If I think so, I think the same of you. 
Vio. Then think you right: I am not what 
lam. 

Oli. I would you were as I would have you 
be! 136 

Vio. Would it be better, madam, than I am? 
I wish it might, for now I am your fooL 
Oli. Ol what a deal of scorn looks beauti¬ 
ful 

In the contempt and anger of his Up. 160 

A murderous guilt shows not itself mote 
soon 

Than love that would seem hid; love’s night b 
noon. 

Cesario, by the roses of the spring. 

By maldhood, honour, truth, ana every thing, 
I love thee so, that, maugre aU thy pride, 163 
Nor wit nor reason can my passion hide. 

Do not extort thy reasons from this clause, 
For that I woo, thou therefore hast no cause; 
But rather reason thus with reason fetter. 169 
Love sought is good, but giv’n unsought is 
better. 

Vio. By innocence I swear, and by my youth, 
I have one heart, one bosom, and one truth, 17a 
And that no woman has; nor never none 
Shall mistress be of it, save I alone. 

And so adieu, good madam: never more 
WU 11 my master’s tears to you deplore. i?« 
Oli. Yet come again, for thou perhaps mayst 
move 

Tbet heart, which now abhors, to like his love. 

lExesmt. 
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Scene II.— A Room in OLIVIA’S House. 

Enter sot toby belch, sir Andrew ague- 
cheek, amt FABIAN. 

Sir And. No, faith, I'll not stay a jot longer. 
Sir To. Thy reason, dear venom; give thy 
reason. 

Fab. You must needs yield your reason. Sir 
Andrew. 5 

Sir And. Marry, I saw your niece do more 
favours to the count’s serving-man than ever 
she bestowed upon me; I saw’t i* the orchard. 8 
Sir To. Did she see thee the while, old boy? 
tell me that 

Sir And. As plain as I see you now. 

Fab. This was a great argument of love in 
her toward you. 13 

Sir And. ’Slight! will you make an ass o' 
me? 

Fab. I will prove it legitimate, sir, upon the 
oaths of judgment and reason. 17 

Sir To. And they have been grand-jurymen 
since before Noah was a sailor. 

Fab. She did show favour to the youth in 
your sight only to exasperate you, to awake your 
dormouse valour, to put fire in your heart, and 
brimstone in your liver. You should then have 
accosted her, and with some excellent jests, fire- 
new from the mint, you should have banged the 
youth into dumbness. This was looked for at 
your band, and this was balked; the double gilt 
of this opportunity you let time wash off, and 
you are now sailed into the north of my lady’s 
opinion; where you will hang like an icicle on 
a Dutchman’s beard, unless you do redeem it 
by some laudable attempt, either of valour or 
policy. . 33 

Sir And. An’t be any way, it must be with 
valour, for policy I hate: 1 had as lief be a 
Brownist as a politician. 38 

Sir To. Why, then, build me thy fortunes 
upon the basis of valour: challenge me the 
count’s youth to fight with him: hurt him in 
eleven places: my niece shall take note of it; 
and assure thyself, there is no love-broker in the 
world can more prevail in man’s commendation 
with woman than report of valour. 

Fab. There is no way but this. Sir Andrew. 44 
Sir And. Will either of you bear me a chal¬ 
lenge to him? 

Sir To. Go, write it in a martial hand; be 
curst and brief; it is no matter how witty, so 
it be eloquent, and frill of invention: taunt him 
with the licence of ink: if thou thou’st him 
some thrice, it shall not be amiss; and as many 
lies as will lie in thy sheet of paper, although 
the sheet were big enough for the bed of Ware 
in England, set ’em down: go, about it. Let 
there be gall enough in thy ink, though thou 
write with a goose-pen, no matter: about it. j 6 
Sir And. Where shall I find you? 

Sir To. We’ll call thee at the cubiculo: go. 

[Exit SOL ANDREW. 
Fab. This it a dear m a nakin to you, Sir 
Toby. 60 


Sir To. I have been dear to him, lad, some 
two thousand strong, or so. 

Fab. We shall have a rare letter from him; 
but you’ll not deliver it. 64 

Sir To. Never trust me, then; and by all 
means stir on the youth to an answer. I think 
oxen and wainropes cannot hale them together. 
For Andrew, if he were opened, and you find so 
much blood in his liver as will clog the foot of 
a flea. I’ll eat the rest of the anatomy. 

Fab. And his opposite, the youth, bears in 
his visage no great presage of cruelty. 72 
Sir To. Look, where the youngest wren of 
nine comes. 


Enter maria. 

Mar. If you desire the spleen, and will laugh 
yourselves into stitches, follow me. Yond gull 
Malvolio is turned heathen, a very renegado; 
for there is no Christian, that means to be saved 
by believing rightly, can ever believe such im¬ 
possible passages of grossness. He’s in yellow 
stockings. 81 

Sir To. And cross-gartered? 

Mar. Most villanously; like a pedant that 
keeps a school i’ the church. I have dogged him 
like his murderer. He does obey every point of 
the letter that I dropped to betray him: he 
does smile his face into more lines than are in 
the new map with the augmentation of the Indies. 
You have not seen such a thing as ’tis: I can 
hardly forbear hurling things at him. I know 
my lady will strike him: if she do, he’ll smile 
and take’t for a great favour. 9a 

Sir To. Come, bring us, bring us where he is. 

lExeunt. 


Scene m. —A Street. 

Enter SEBASTIAN and ANTONIO. 

Seb. I woald not by my will have troubled 
you; 

But since you make your pleasure of your 
pains, 

I will no further chide you. 

Ant. I could not stay behind you: my desire. 
More sharp than filed steel, did spur me forth: 5 
And not all love to see you,—though so much 
As might have drawn one to a longer voyage,— 
But jealousy what might befall your travel, 8 
Being skilless in these parts; which to a straugei. 
Unguided and unfriended, often prove 
Rough and unhospitabie: my willing love. 

The rather by these arguments of fear, 1* 
Set forth in your pursuit. 

Seb. My kind Antonio, 

I can no other answer make but thanks. 

And thanks, and ever thanks; for oft good 
turns 

Are shuffled off with such uncurrent pay: >° 
But, were my worth, as is my conscience, firm. 
You should find better dealing. What's to do ? 
Shall wego see the reliques of this town? 

Ant. To-morrow, sir: best first go see your 
lodging. M 
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Seb. I am not weary, and 'tis long to night: 
I pray you, let us satisfy our eyes 
With the memorials and the things of fame 
That do renown this city. 

Ant. Would you’d pardon me; 

I do not without danger walk these streets: 2; 
Once, in a sea-fight ’gainst the Count his galleys, 
I did some service; of such note indeed. 

That were 1 ta’en here it would scarce be 
answer’d. 28 

Seb. Belike you slew great number of his 
people? 

Ant. The offence is not of such a bloody 
nature, 

Albeit the quality of the time and quarrel 
Might well have given us bloody argument. 32 
It might have since been answer’d in repaying 
What we took from them; which, for traffic’s 
sake. 

Most of our city did: only myself stood out; 
For which, if ). be lapsed in this place, 36 
I shall pay dear. 

Seb. Do not then walk too open. 

Ant. It doth not fit me. Hold, sir; here "s my 
purse. 

In the south suburbs, at the Elephant, 

Is best to lodge: 1 will bespeak our diet, 40 
Whiles you beguile the time and feed your 
knowledge 

With viewing of the town: there shall you have 
me. 

Seb. Why I your purse? 

Ant. Haply your eye shall light upon some 
toy 44 

You have desire to purchase; and your store, 

I think, is not foi idle maikets, sir. 

Seb. i’ll be your purse-bearer and leave you 
for an hour. 48 

Ant. To the Elephant. 

Seb. I do remember. [ Exeunt. 


Scene IV.—Olivia’s Garden. 

Enter Olivia and maria. 

0 . 7 . I have sent after him: he says he’ll come; 
h'ow shall I feast him? what bestow of him? 
For youth is bought more oft than be-jg’d or 
borrow’d. 

I speak too loud. _ . 4 

Where is Malvolio) he is sad, and civil, 

And suits well for a servant with my fortunes: 
Where is Malvolio? 

Mar. He’s coming, madam; but in very 
strange manner. He is sure possess’d, madam. 9 
Olt. Why, what’s the matter? does he rave? 
Mar. No, madam; ho does nothing but 
smile: your ladyship were best to have some 
guard about you if ire come, for sure the man 
ts tainted in’s wits. 

OH. Go call him hither. [ Exit mama. 

J am as mad as he, ,s 

If sad and merry madness equal be. 

Re-enter MAMA, with MALVOLIO 

How now, Malvolio I 
Mai. Sweet lady, ho, ho. 


OH. Smil’st thou? 20 

I sent for thee upon a sad occasion. 

Mai. Sad, lady! 1 could be sad: this does 
make some obstruction in the blood, this cross- 
gartering; but what of that? if it please the eye 
of one, it is with me as the very true sonnet is, 
‘Please one and please all,' 

OH. Why, how dost thou, man? what is the 
matter with thee? 28 

Mai. Not black in my mind, though yellow 
in my legs. It did come to his hands, and com¬ 
mands shall be executed: I think we do know 
the sweet Roman hand. 32 

OH. Wflt thou go to bed, Malvolio? 

Mai. To bed! ay, sweetheart; and I'll come 
to thee. 

Oli. God comfort thee! Why dost thou smile 
so and kiss thy hand so oft? 37 

Mar. How do you, Malvolio? 

Mai. At your request 1 Yes; nightingales 
answer daws. 40 

Mar. Why appear you with this ridiculous 
boldness before my lady ? 

Mai. ‘Be not afraid of greatness:* ’Twas 
well writ. 44 

Oli. What meanest thou by that, Malvolio? 
Mai. ‘Some are born great,’— 

Oli. Ha! 

Mai. ‘Some achieve greatness,’— 48 

Oli. What sayst thou? 

Mai. ‘And some have greatness thrust upon 
them.’ 

OH. Heaven restore thee! 52 

Mai. ‘Remember who commended thy yellow 
stockings,’— 

Oli. Thy yellow stockings! 

Mai. ‘And wished to see thee cross-gartered.’ 
Oli. Cross-gartered! 57 

Mai. ‘Go to, thou art made, if thou desirest 
to be so,’— 

Oli. Am I made? 60 

Mai. ‘If not, let me see thee a servant still.’ 
Oli. Why, this is very midsummer madness. 

Enter Servant. 

Ser. Madam, the young gentleman of the 
Count Orsino’s is returned I could hardly 
entreat him back: he attends your ladyship’s 
pleasure. 66 

Oli. I’ll come to him. [Exit Servant.] 
Good Maria, let this fellcw be looked to. 
Where’s my cousin Toby? Let some of my 
people have a special care of him: I would not 
have him miscarry for the half of my dowry. 71 
[Exeunt Olivia and mama. 
Mai. Oh, ho! do you come near me now? 
no worse man than Sir Toby to look to mel 
This concurs directly with the letter: she sends 
him on purpose, that I may appear stubborn to 
him; for she incites me to that in the letter. 
’Cast thy humble slough,’ says she; * be opposite 
with a kinsman, surly with servants: let thy 
tongue tang with arguments of state; put 
thyself into the trick of singularity;’ and con¬ 
sequently sets down the manner how; as, a sad 
face, a reverend carriage, a alow tongue, in the 
1. 
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habit of some sir of note, and so forth. I have 
limed her; but it is Jove's doing, and Jove make 
me thankful! And when she went away now, 
‘Let this fellow be looked to;' fellow! not Mal- 
volio, nor after my degree, but fellow. Why, 
everything adheres together, that no dram of 
a scruple, no scruple of a scruple, no obstacle, 
no incredulous or unsafe circumstance—What 
can be said? Nothing that can be can come 
between me and the full prospect of my hopes. 
Well, Jove, not I, is the doer of this, and he is 
to be thanked. 94 

Re-enter mama, with sir TOBY BELCH 
ana tabian. 

Sir To. Which way is he, in the name of 
sanctity? If all the devils in hell be drawn in 
little, and Legion himself possess’d him, yet I’U 
speak to him. 

Fab. Here he is, here he is. How is’t with 
you, sir? how is’t with you, man? too 

Mai. Go off; I discard you: let me enjoy my 
private; go off. 

Afar. Lo, how hollow the fiend speaks within 
him! did not I tell you? Sir Toby, my lady 
prays you to have a care of him. to; 

Mai. Ah, ha! does she so? 

Sir To. Go to, go to: peace! peace! we must 
deal gently with him; let me alone. How do 
you, Malvolio? how is’t with you? What, man! 
defy the devil: consider, he’s an enemy to man¬ 
kind. 

Mai. Do you know what you say? in 
Mar. La you! an you speak ill of the devil, 
how he takes it at heart. Fray God, he be not 
bewitched! 

Fab. Carry his water to the wise-woman. 116 
Mar. Many, and it shall be done to-morrow 
morning, if 1 live. My lady would not lose him 
for more than I’ll say. 

Mai. How now, mistress! no 

Mar. O Lord! 

Sir To. Prithee, hold thy peace: this is not 
the way: do ran not see you move him? let me 
alone with him. 124 

Fab. No way but gentleness; gently, gently: 
the fiend is rough, and will not be roughly used. 

Sir To. Why, how now, my bawcock! how 
dost thou, chuck? us 

Mai. Sr! 

Sir To. Ay, Biddy, come with me. What, 
man! 'tis not for gravity to play at cherry-pit 
with Satan: hang him, foul collier 1 13a 

Mar. Get him to say his prayers, good Sir 
Toby, get him to pray. 

Alai. My prayers, minx! 

Mar. No, I warrant you, he will not hear of 
godliness. 137 

Mai. Go, hang yourselves all! you are idle 
shallow things: I am not of your element You 
shall know more hereafter. [Exit. 

Sir To. Is’t possible? t 4 > 

Fab. If this were played upon a stage now, I 
could condemn it as an improbable fiction 
Sir To. Hit-very genius hath taken the infec¬ 
tion of the device, man. >45 


Mar. Nay, pursue him now, lest tire device 
take air, and taint 

Fab. Why, we shall make him mad indeed. 

Mar. The house will be the quieter. 149 

Sir To. Come, we’ll have him in a dark room, 
and bound. My niece is already in the belief 
that he's mad: we may carry it thus, for our 
pleasure and his penance, till our very pastime, 
tired out of breath, prompt us to have mercy on 
him; at which time we will bring the device to 
the bar, and crown thee for a finder of madmen. 
But see, but see. 137 


Enter six Andrew aguecheek. 

Fab. More matter for a May morning. 

Sir And. Here's the challenge; read it: I 
warrant there’s vinegar and pepper in’t. 160 
Fab. Is’t so saucy? 

Sir And. Ay, is’t, I warrant him: do but 
read. 

Sir To. Give me. Youth, whatsoever thou 
art, thou art but a scurvy fellow. 165 

Fab. Good, and valiant. 

Sir To. Wonder not, nor admire not in thy 

mind, why I do call thee so, for I will show thee 

no reason for’t. 169 

Fab. A good note, that keeps you from the 
blow of the law. 

Sir To. Thou earnest to the Lady Olivia, and 
in my sight she uses thee kindly: but thou best 
in thy throat; that is not the matter I challenge 
thee for. 

Fab. Very brief, and to exceeding good sense 
—less. 177 

Sir To. I will waylay thee going home; 

where, if it be thy chance to kill me ,— 

Fab. Good. 180 

Sir To. Thou kittest me like a rogue and a 

villain. 

Fab. Still you keep o’ the windy side of the 
law: good. 1 184 

Sir To. Fare thee well; and God have mercy 
upon one of our souls I He may have mercy upon 

mine, but my hope ie better; and so look to thy¬ 
self. Thy friend, as thou usest him, and thy 
sworn enemy, 

Andrew Aguecheek. 

If this letter move him not, his legs cannot 
I’ll give’t him. > 9 * 

Mar. You may have very fit occasion for’t: 
he is now in some commerce with my lady, and 
will by and by depart 195 

Sir To. Go, Sir Andrew; scout me for him at 
the corner of the orchard like a bum-baily: so 
soon as ever thou seest him, draw; and, as thou 
drawest, swear horrible; for it comes to past oft 
that a .terrible oath, with a swaggering accent 
sharply twanged off, give* manhood more ap¬ 
probation than ever proof itself would have 
earned him. Away l 

Sir And, Nay, let me alone for iweadn^j °4 

Sir To. Now will not I deliver Us letter: for 
the behaviour of the young gentleman civti him 
out to be of good capacity and Ueeiliu; his 
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employment between his lord and my niece 
confirms no less: therefore this letter, being so 
excellently ignorant, will breed no tenor in the 
youth: he will find it comes from a dodpole. 
But, sir, 1 will deliver his challenge by word of 
mouth; set upon Aguecheek a notable report of 
valour; and drive the gentleman,—as I know 
his youth will aptly receive it,—into a most 
hideous opinion of his rage, skill, fury, and 
impetuosity. This will so fright them both 
that they will kill one another by the look, like 
cockatrices. 219 

Fab. Here he comes with your niece: give them 
way till he take leave, and presently after him. 

Sir To. 1 will meditate the while upon some 
horrid message for a challenge. 

[Exeunt SIR TOBY, fabian, and MARIA. 


Re-enter OLIVIA, with VIOLA. 

Oli. I have said too much unto a heart of 
stone, 224 

And laid mine honour too unchary out: 
There’s something in me that reproves my fault. 
But such a headstrong potent lault it is 
That it but mocks reproof. 228 

Vio. With the same haviour that your pas¬ 
sion bears 

Goes on my master’s griefs. 

Oli. Here; wear this Jewel for me, 'tis my 
picture; 

Refuse it not; it hath no tongue to vex you; 13s 
And I beseech you come again to-morrow. 
What shall you ask of me that I’ll deny. 

That honour sav’d may upon asking give? 

Vio. Nothing but this; your true love for my 
master. -.36 

OH. How with mine honour may I give him 
that 

Which I have given to you? 

Vio. I will acquit you. 

Oli. Well, come again to-morrow: fare thee 
well: 

A fiend like thee might bear my soul to hell. >40 


Sir To. He Is knight dubbed with unhatched 
rapier, and on carpet consideration; but he is a 
devil in private brawl: souls and bodies hath he 
divorced three, and his incensement at this mo¬ 
ment is so implacable that satisfaction can be 
none but by pangs of death and sepulchre. Hob, 
nob, is his word: give’t or take r t. 266 

Vio. I will return again into the house and 
desire some conduct of the lady: I am no 
fighter. I have heard of some kind of men 
that put quarrels purposely on others to taste 
their valour; belike this is a man of that quirk. 

Sir To. Sir, no; his indignation derives itself 
out of a very competent injury: therefore get 
you on and give him his desire. Back you shall 
not to the house, unless you undertake that with 
me which with as much safety you might answer 
him: therefore, on, or strip your sword stark 
naked; for meddle you must, that’s certain, or 
forswear to wear iron about you. 279 

Vio. This is as uncivil as strange. I beseech 
you, do me this courteous office, as to know of 
the knight what my offence to him is: it is some¬ 
thing of my negligence, nothing of my purpose. 

Sir To. I will do so. Signior Fabian, stay 
you by this gentleman till my. return. l£jr/r. 

Vio. Pray you, sir, do you know of this 
matter? 287 

Fab. I know the knight is incensed against 
you, even to a mortal arbitrement, but nothing 
of the circumstance more. 

Vio. 1 beseech you, what manner of man 
is he? *92 

Fab. Nothing of that wonderful promise, to 
read him by his form, as you are like to find him 
in the proof of his valour. He is, indeed, sir, the 
most skilful, bloody, and fatal opposite that 
you could possibly have found in any part of 
Illyria. Will you walk towards him? I will 
make your peace with him if I can. 299 

Vio. I shall be much bound to you for’t: I 
am one that had rather go with sir priest than 
sir knight; I care not who knows so much of 
my mettle. I Exeunt. 


Re-enter sot toby belch and fabian. 

Sir To. Gentleman, God save thee. 

Vio. And you, sir. 

Sir To. That defence thou hast, betake thee 
to't: of what nature the wrongs are thou hast 
done him, I know not; but thy intercepter, 
full of despite, bloody as the hunter, attends 
thee at the orchard-end. Dismount thy tuck.be 
yare in thy preparation, for thy assailaht is 
quick, skilful, and deadly. 249 

Vio. You mistake, sir: I am sure no man 
hath any quarrel to me: my remembrance is 
very free and clear from any image of offence 
done to any man. 253 

, Sir To. You'll find it otherwise, I assure you: 
therefore, if you hold your life at any price, be- 
«« you to your guard; for your opposite hath 
m him what youth, strength, skill, and wrath, 
can furnish man withal. 

Vio. I pray you, air, what is be? »» 


Re-enter sir toby, with sot Andrew. 

Sir To. Why, man, he’s a very devil; I have 
not seen such a firago. I had a pass with him, 
rapier, scabbard and all, and he gives me the 
stuck in with such a mortal motion that it is 
inevitable; and on the answer, he pays you as 
surely as your feet hit the ground they step on. 
They say he has been fencer to the Sophy. 310 
Sir And. Pox on’t, I’ll not meddle with him. 
Sir To. Ay, but he will not now be pacified: 
Fabian can scarce hold him yonder. 313 
Sir And. Plague on’t; an I thought he had 
been valiant and so cunning in fence I’d have 
seen him damned ere I’d havo challenged him. 
Let him let the matter slip, and I’ll give him 
my horse, grey CapileL 318 

Sir To. rll make the motion. Stand here; 
make a good show on’t: this shall mid without 
the perdition of souls.—[stride.] Many, I’ll ride 
your horse as well is I ride you. 
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Re-enter FABIAN and VIOLA. 

[To fabian.] I have bis horse to take up the 
quarrel. 1 have persuaded him the youth’s a 
devil. 32J 


[ACT in 

Sec. Off. Come, sir, away. 

Ant. I must entreat of you some of that 
money. 

Via. What money, sir? 


Fab. Ife is as horribly conceited of him; and For the fair kindness you have show d me here, 
pants and looks pale, as if a bear were at his And P art > being prompted by your present 
heels. 328 trouble. 

Sir To. There’s no remedy, sir: he will fight Out of my lean and low ability 380 

with you for his oath’s sake. Marry, he hath I lend you something: my having isnot much: 
better bethought him of his quarrel, andhe finds J’ u >jake division of my present with you. 
that now scarce to be worth talking of: therefore Hold, there is half my coffer, 
draw for the supportance of his vow: he pro- Aiff. Will you deny me now? 

tests he will not hurt you. Is't possible that my deserts to you . 384 

Vio. [Aside.] Pray God defend me! A little Can lack persuasion? Do not tempt ray misery. 


thing would make me tell them how much I 
lack of a man. 337 

Fab. Give ground, if you see him furious. 
SirTo. Come.SirAndrew.there’snoremedy: 
the gentleman will, for his honour’s sake, have 
one bout with you; he cannot by the duello 
avoid it: but he has promised me, as he is a 
gentleman and a soldier, he will not hurt you. 
Come on: to't. 344 

Sir And. Fray God, he keep his oath! 

[Draws. 

Vio. I do assure you, ’tis against my will. 

[Draws. 

Enter Antonio. 

Ant. Put up your sword. If this young 
gentleman 

Have done offence, I take the fault on me: 348 
If you offend him, I for him defy you. 

[Drawing. 

Sir To. You, sir! why, what are you? 

Ant. One, sir, that for his love dares yet do 
more 

Hian you have heard himbrag to you he will. 352 


Lest that it make me so unsound a man 
As to upbraid you with those kindnesses 
That I have done for you. 

Vio. I know of none; 388 

Nor know I you by voice or any feature. 

I hate ingratitude more in a man 
Than lying, vainness, babbling drunkenness, 
Or any taint of vice whose strong corruption 392 
Inhabits our trail blood. 

Ant. O heavens themselves! 

Sec. Off. Come, sir: I pray you, go 
Ant. Let me speak a little. This youth that 
you see here 

I snatch’d one-half out of the jaws of death, 396 
Reliev’d him with such sanctity of lcve. 

And to this image, which methought did promise 
Most venerable worth, did I devotion. 

First Off. What’s that to us? The time goes 
by: away! 400 

Ant. ButG! how vile an idol proves this god. 
Thou hast, Sebastian, done good feature shame. 
In nature there's no blemish but the mind: 
None can be call'd deform’d but the unkind: 404 
Virtue is beauty, but the beauteous evil 
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Sir To. Nay, if you be an undertaker, I am Are empty trunks o’erilourish’d by the devil. 


— - — — *» 

foryou. [Draws. 

Fab. O, good sir Toby, hold! here come the 
officers. 356 

Sir To. 1*11 be with you anon. 

Vio. [To snt Andrew.] Pray, sir, put your 
sword up, if you please. 

Sir And. Many, will I, sir; and, for that I That he believes himself; so do not I. 
promised you, I’ll be as good as my word. He Prove true, imagination, O, prove true. 


First Off. The man grows mad: away with 
him! Come, come, sir. 

Ant. Lead me on. 408 

[Exeunt Officers .with antonio. 
Vio. Methinks his words do from such pas¬ 
sion fly. 


will bear you easily and reins well. 

Enter two Officers. 

First Off. This is the man; do thy office. 

Sec. Off. Antonio, I arrest thee at the suit 364 
Of Count Orsino. 

Ant. You do mistake me, sir. 

First Off. No, sir, no jot: I know your favour 
well. 

Though now you have no sea-cap on your head. 
Take him away: he knows I know him well. 368 
Ant. I must obey.— [To viola.] This comes 
with seeking you: 

But there’s no remedy: I shall answer it 
What will you do, now my necessity 


That I, dear brother, be now ta’cn for youl 412 
Sir To. Come hither, knight; come hither, 
Fabian: we'll whisper o’er a couplet or two of 
most sage saws. 

Vio. He nam’d Sebastian;I my brother know 
Yet living in my glass; even sutm and so 417 
In favour was my brother; and he went 
Still in this fashion, colour, ornament. 

For him I imitate. Ol if it prove, 420 

Tempests are kind, and salt waves fresh in love I 

[Exit. 

SirTo. A very dishonest paltry boy, and more 
a coward than a hare. His dishonesty appears 
in leaving his friend here in necessity, and deny- 

_ _„_,_ __ lnghim; and for his cowardship, ask Fabian. 42s 

Makes me to ask youformy purse? It grieves me Fab. A coward, a most devout coward, re- 

Much more for what I cannot do for you 373 ligious in it. 


Than what befalls myself. You stand amaz’d: 
But be of comfort. 


Sir And. 'Slid, I’ll after him again and beat 

Urn. 429 
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Sir To. Do; cuff him soundly, but never 
draw thy sword. 

Sir And. An I do not,— [Exit. 

Fab. Come, let’s see the event. 433 

Sir To. I dare lay any money ’twill be no¬ 
thing yet. ( Exeunt. 


ACT IV 

Scene I. —The Street adjoining Olivia’s House. 

Enter Sebastian and Clown. 

CIo. Will you make me believe that I am not 
sent for you ? 

Seb. Go to, go to: thou art a foolish fellow: 
Let me be clear of thee. 4 

Clo. Well held out, i’ faith! No, I do not 
know you; nor I am not sent to you by my lady 
to bid you come speak with her; nor your name 
is not Master Cesario: nor this is not my nose 
neither. Nothing that is so is so. 9 

Seb. I prithee, vent thy folly somewhere else: 
Thou know’st not me. 

Clo. Vent my folly I He has heard that word 
of some great man, and now applies it to a fool. 
Vent my folly! 1 am afraid this great lubber, 
the world, will prove a cockney. I prithee now, 
ungird thy strangeness and tell me what I shall 
vent to my lady. Shall I vent to her that thou 
art coming ? 

Seb. 1 prithee, foolish Greek, departfrom me: 
There s money for thee: if you tarry longer 20 
I shall give worse payment. 

Clo. By my troth, thou hast an open hand. 
These wise men that give fools money get them¬ 
selves a good report alter fourteen years' pur¬ 
chase. 2 5 

Enter sm Andrew. 

Sir And. Now, sir, have I met you again? 
there's for you. f Striking Sebastian. 

Seb. Why, there’s for thee, and there, and 
there, and there! [Beating sir ANDREW. 

Are all the people mad? 29 

Enter SIR TOBY and FABIAN. 

Sir To. Hold, sir, or I’ll throw your dagger 
o’er the house. 

Clo. This will I tell my lady straight. I would 
not be in some of your coats for twopence. [Exit. 

Sir To. [Holding SEBASTIAN.] Come on, sir: 
hold. 35 

Sir And. Nay, let him alone; I’ll go another 
way to work with him: I’ll have an action of 
battery against him if there be any law in 
Illyria. Though I struck him first, yet it’s no 
matter for that. 40 

■Seb. Let go thy hand. 

Sir To. Come, sir, I will not let you go. 
Come, my young soldier, put up your iron: you 
are-wdl fleshed; come on. 44 

Seb. I will be free from thee. [Disengaging 
himself.] What wouldst thou now? 

If thou dar’st tempt me further, draw thy sword. 


Sir To. What, what! Nay then, I must have 
an ounce or two ofthis malapert bloodfrom you. 

Draws. 

Enter Olivia. 

Oli. Hold, Tobyl on thy life I charge thee, 

hold! 49 

Sir To. Madam! 

Oli. Willitbeeverthus? Ungracious wretch! 
Fit for the mountains and the barbarous caves, 
Where maimers ne’er were preach’d. Out of my 
sight! 53 

Be not offended, dear Cesario. 

Rudesby, be gone! 

[Exeunt sm TOBY, sm ANDREW, and FABIAN. 

I prithee, gentle friend, 
Lgt thy fair wisdom, not thy passion, sway s6 
In this uncivil and unjust extent 
Against thy peace. Go with me to my house, 
And hear thou there how many fruitless pranks 
This ruffian hath botch’d up, that thou thereby 
Mayst smile at this. Thou Shalt not choose but 
go: 61 

Do not deny. Beshrew his soul for me, 

He started one poor heart of mine in thee. 

Seb. What relish is in this? how runs the 

stream? 64 

Or I am mad, or else this is a dream: 

Let fancy still my sense in Lethe steep: 

If it be thus to dream, still let me sleep! 

Oli. Nay; come, I prithee. Would thou’dst 

be rul d by me! 68 

Seb. Madam, I will. 

Oli. O! say so, and so be! 

[Exeunt. 

Scene II. — A Room in Olivia’s House. 
Enter maria and Clown: maivolio in a dark 
chamber adjoining. 

Mar. Nay, I prithee, put on this gown and 
this beard; make him believe thou art Sir Topas 
the curate: do it quickly; I’ll call Sir Toby the 
whilst. [Exit. 

Clo. Well, I’ll put It on and I will dissemble 
myself in’t: and I would I were the first that 
ever dissembled in such a gown. I am not tall 
enough to become the function well, nor lean 
enough to be thought a good student; but to be 
said an honest man and a good housekeeper 
goes as fairly as to say a careful man and a 
great scholar. The competitors enter. 12 

Enter SIR toby belch and maria. 

Sir To. God bless thee. Master parson. 

Clo. Bonos dies. Sir Toby: for, as the old 
hermit of Prague, that never saw pen and ink, 
very wittily said to a niece of King Gorboduc, 
‘That, that Is, is;’ so I, being Master parson, 
am Master parson; tor, what is ‘that,’ but 
‘that,’ and ‘is,’ but ’is?’ 

Sir To. To him, Sir Topas. 20 

C/o. What ho! I say. Peace in this prison! 

Sw To. The knave counterfeits well; a good 
knave. 

Mat. [Within]. Who calls there? 24 
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[ACT IV 


Clo. Sii Topas, the curate, who comes to ink, and paper. As I am a gentleman, I will 
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visit Malvolio the lunatic. 

Mai. Sir Topas, Sir Topas, good Sir Topas, 
go to my lady. 28 

Clo. Out, hyperbolical fiend! how vexest thou 
this maul Talkest thou nothing but of ladies? 
Sir To. Well said. Master Faison. 

Mai. [WithinA Sir Topas, never was man 
thus wronged. Good Sir Topas, do not think 1 
am mad: they have laid me here in hideous 
darkness. 35 

Clo. Fie, thou dishonest Satan! I call thee by 
the most modest terms; for I am one of those 
gentle ones that will use the devil himself with 
courtesy. Sayst thou that house is dark? 

Mai. As hell, Sir Topas. 4 ° 

Clo. Why, it hath bay-windows transparent 
as barricadoes, and the clerestories toward the 
south-north are as lustrous as ebony; and yet 
complainest thou of obstruction? 44 

Mai. I am not mad, Sir Topas. I say to you, 
this house is dark. 

Clo. Madman, thou errest: I say, there is no 
darkness but ignorance, in which thou art more 
puzzled than the Egyptians in their fog. 49 

Mai. 1 say this house is as dark as ignor¬ 
ance, though ignorance were as dark as hell; 
and I say, there was never man thus abused. 
I am no more mad than you are: make the trial 
of it in any constant question. 

Clo. What is the opinion of Pythagoras con¬ 
cerning wild fowl? 36 

Mai. That the soul of our grandam might 
haply inhabit a bird. 

Clo. What thinkest thou of his opinion? 
Mai. I think nobly of the soul, and no way 
approve his opinion. 61 

Clo. Fare thee well: remain thou still in 
darkness: thou shalt hold the opinion of Pytha¬ 
goras ere I will allow of thy wits, and fear to 


live to be thankful to thee for’t. 

Clo. Master Malvolio I 9a 

Mai. Ay, good fool. 

Clo. Alas, sir, how fell yon beside your five 
wits? 

Mai. Fool, there was never man so notori¬ 
ously abused: I am as well in my wits, fool, as 
thou art. 

Clo. But as well? then you are mad indeed, 
if you be no better in your wits than a fool. 100 

MaU They have here propertied me; keep me 
in darkness, send ministers to me, assesl and do 
all they can to face me out of my wits. 

Clo. Advise you what you say: the minister 
ishere. Malvolio, Malvolio, thy wits theheavens 
restore! endeavour thyself to sleep, and leave 
thy vain bibble-babble. 

Mai. Sir Topas 1 108 

Clo. Maintain no words with him, good 
fellow.—Who, I, sir? not I, sir. God be wi' 

r ou, good Sir Topas. Marry, amen. I will, sir, 
wul. 112 

Mai. Fool, fool, fool, I say! 

Clo. Alas, sir, be patient. What say you, sir? 
I am shent for speaking to you. 

Mai. Good fool, help me to some light and 
some paper: 1 tell thee I am as well in my wits 
as any man in Illyria. 

Clo. Well-a-day, that you were, sir! 119 

Mai. By this hand, I am. Good fool, some 
ink, paper, and light; and convey what I will 
set down to my lady: it shall advantage thee 
more than ever the bearing of letter did. 123 

Clo. I will help you to’t. But tell me true, 
are you not mad indeed ? or do you but counter- 

Mal. Believe me, I am not: I tell thee 
true. 128 


Clo. Nay, I’ll ne’er believe a madman till I 
a woodcockj lest thou dispossess the soul of see his brains. I will fetch you light and paper 

and ink. 

Mai. Fool, I’ll requite it iif the 
degree: I prithee, be gone. 
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andam. Fare thee well. 
dal. Sir Topas! Sir Topas! 

Sir To. My most exquisite Sir Topas 1 
Clo. Nay, I am for all waters, 


68 


highest 

<33 


Mar. Thou mightst have done this without 
thy beard and gown: he sees thee not. 

Sir To. To him in thine own voice, and bring 
me word how thou findest him: I would we were 
well rid of this knavery. If he may be con¬ 
veniently delivered, I would he were; for I am 
now so far in offence with my niece that I can¬ 
not pursue with any safety this sport to the up¬ 
shot Come by and by to my chamber. 

[Exeunt sm tost and MAJUA. 

Clo. Hey Robin, Jolly Robin, 

Tell me how thy lady does. So 

Mai. Fool! 

Clo. My lady is unkind, perdyl 

Mai. Fool! 

Clo. Alas, why is she so? 84 

Mai. Fool,Isay! 

Clo. She loves another. 

Who calls, ha? 

Mai. Good fool, as ever thou wilt deserve 
well at my hand, help me to a candle, and pen. 


Clo. I am gone, sir. 

And anon, sir. 

Til be with you again. 

In a trice. 

Like to the old Vice, 

Your reed to sustain; 

Who with dagger of lath. 

In his rage and his wrath. 
Cries, Ah, ah I to the devil: 
Like a mad lad. 


136 


>44 

[Exit. 


Scene 1H.—ouvu’s Garden. 

Enter Sebastian. 

Seb. This is the air; that is the glorious sun; 
This pearl she gave me, I do feel’t and see't; 
And though ’tis wonder that enwraps me thus, 
Yet ’tis not madness. Where’s Antotdo then? 
I could not find him at the Elephant; 3 
Yet there he was, and there I found this credit. 
That he did range the town to seek me out. 
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His counsel now might do me golden service; 8 
For though my soul disputes well with my sense 
That this may be some error, but no madness, 
Yet doth this accident and flood of fortune 
So far exceed all instance, all discourse, is 
That I am ready to distrust mine eyes, 

And wrangle with my reason that persuades me 
To any other trust but that 1 am mad 
Or else the lady’s mad: yet, if ’twere so, is 
She could not sway her house, command her 
followers, 

Take and give back affairs and their dispatch 
With such a smooth, discreet, and stable bearing 
As 1 perceive she does. There’s something in’t 
That is deceivabie. But here the lady comes, u 

Enter OLrviA and a Priest. 

OU. Blame not this haste of mine. If you 
mean well. 

Now go with me and with this holy man 
Into the chantry by; there, before him, 24 
And underneath that consecrated roof, 

Plight me the full assurance of your faith; 
That my most jealous and too doubtful soul 
May live at peace. He shall conceal it 28 
Whiles you are willing it shall come to note. 
What time we will our celebration keep 
According to my birth. What do you say? 
Seb. I’D follow this good man, and go with 
you; 32 

And. having sworn truth, ever will be true. 

Oli. Then lead the way, good father; and 
heavens so shine 

That they may fairly note this act of mine! 

[Exeunt. 


ACT V 

SCENE I.— The Street before OLIVIA’S House. 

Enter Clown and FABIAN. 

Fab. Now, as thou lovest me, let me see his 
letter. 

Clo. Good Master Fabian, grant me another 
request 4 

Fab. Anything. 

Clo. Do not desire to see this letter. 

Fab. This is, to give a dog, and, in recom¬ 
pense desire my dog again. 8 

Enter duke, viola, curio, and Attendants. 

Duke. Belong you to the Lady Olivia, friends ? 

Clo. Ay, sir; we are some of hor trappings. 

Duke. I know thee well: how dost thou, my 
good fellow? 12 

Clo. Truly, air, the better for my foes and the 
worse for my friends. 

Duke. Just the contrary; the better for thy 
friends. >< 

Clo. No, sir, the worse. 

Duke. How can that be? 

Clo. Marry, sir, they praise me and make an 
ass ofme; now my foes tell me plainly I am an 
ass: so that by my foes, sir, I profit in the know¬ 
ledge of myself, and by my friends I am abused: 
so that, conclusions to be as kisses, if your four 


negatives make your two affirmatives, why then, 
the worse for my friends and the better for my 
foes. 26 

Duke. Why, this is excellent. 

Clo. By my troth, sir, no; though it please 
you to be one of my friends. 

Duke. Thou shall not be the worse for me: 
there’s gold. 

Clo. But that it would be double-dealing, sir, 
I would you could make it another. 33 

Duke. O, you give me ill counsel. 

Clo. Put your grace in your pocket, sir, for 
this once, and let your fiesh and blood obey it. 36 
Duke. Well, I will be so much a sinner to be 
a double-dealer: there’s another. 

Clo. Primo, secundo. tertio , is a good play; 
and the old saying is, the third pays for all:' 
the triplex, sir, is a good tripping measure; or 
the bells of Saint Bennet, sir, may put you in 
mind; one, two, three. 43 

Duke. You can fool no more money out of 
me at this throw: if you will let your lady know 
I am here to speak with her, and bring her along 
with you, it may awake my bounty further. 47 
Clo. Marry, sir, lullaby to your bounty till I 
come again. 1 go, sir; but J would not have you 
to think that my desire of having is the sin of 
covetousness; but as you say, sir, let your bounty 
take a nap, I will awake it anon. [Exit. 

Vio. Here comes the man, sir, that did rescue 
me. 


Enter ANTONIO and Officers. 

Duke. That face of his 1 do remember well; 
Yet when I saw it last, it was besmear'd St 
As black as Vulcan in the smoke of war. 

A bawbling vessel was he captain of, 

For shallow draught and hulk unpnzable; 
With which such scathful grapple did he make 
With the most noble bottom of our fleet, 61 
That very envy and the tongue of loss. 

Cried fame and honour on him. What's the 
matter? 

First Off. Orsino, this is that Antonio 64 
That took the Phcenix and her-fraught from 
Candy; 

And this is he that did the Tiger board, 

When your young nephew Titus lost his leg. 
Here in the streets, desperate of shame and 
state, 68 

In private brabble did we apprehend him. 

Vio. He did me kindness, sir, drew on my 
side; 

But in conclusion put strange speech upon me: 
I know not what 'twas but distraction, 72 
Duke. Notable pirate! thou salt-water thief! 
What foolish boldness brought thee to their 
mercies 

Whom thou, in terms so bloody and so dear, 
Hast made thine enemies? 

Ant. Orsino, noble sir, 76 

Be pleas'd that I shake off these names you give 
me: 

Antonio never yet was thief or pirate. 

Though I confess, on base and ground enough, 
Orsino’s enemy. A witchcraft drew me hither: 
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ItCIT 


That roost ingrateful boy there by your side, 81 
From the rude sea’s enrag’d and foamy mouth 
Did I redeem; a wrack past hope he was: 

His life I gave him, and did thereto add i* 

M ive, without retention or restraint, 
s in dedication; for his sake 
Did I expose myself, pure for his love. 

Into the danger of this adverse town; *8 
Drew to defend Mm when he was beset: 

Where being apprehended, his false cunning, 
Not meaning to partake with me in danger. 
Taught him to face me out of his acquaint¬ 
ance, S’ 

And grew a twenty years removed thing 
While one would wink, denied me mine own 
purse. 

Which 1 had recommended to his use 
Not half an hour before. 

Vio. How can this be. 96 

Duke. When came he to this town? 

Ant. To-day, my lord; and for three months 
before,— 

No interim, not a minute’s vacancy,— 

Both day aud night did we keep company. 100 


Enter Olivia and Attendants. 


Duke. Here comes the countess: now heaven 
walks oil earth! 

But for thee, fellow; fellow, thy words are mad¬ 
ness: 


Three months this youth hath tended uronme; 
But more of that anon. Take him aside. 104 
OU. What would my lord, but that he may 
not have, 

Wherein Olivia may seem serviceable? 
Cesario, you do not keep promise with me. 
Vio. Madam! 108 

Duke. Gracious Olivia.— 

O/i. What do you say, Cesario? Good my 
Ibrd,— 

Vio. My lord would speak; my duty hushes 


me. 

Oli. If it be aught to the old tune, my lord. 
It is as fat and fulsome to mine ear 113 

As howling after music. 

Duke. Still so cruel? 

Oli. Still so constant, lord. 

Duke. What, to perverseness? you uncivil 
lady, it* 

To whose ingrate and unauspidous altars 
My soul the faithfull'st offerings hath breath’d 
out 

That e’er devotion tender’d I What shall I do? 

OU. Even what it please my lord, that shall 
become him. t2o 

Duke. Why should I not, had I the heart to 
do it, 

Like to the Egyptian thief at point of death. 
Kill what I love? a savage jealousy 
That sometimes savours nobly. But hear me 
this: <24 

Since you to non-regardance cast my faith. 
And that I partly know the instrument 
That screws me from my true place in your 
favour. 


Live you, the marble-breasted tyrant still: nt 
But this your minion, whom I know you love. 
And whom, by heaven I swear, I tender dearly, 
Him will I tear out of that cruel eye. 

Where he sits crowned in his master’s spite. 133 
Come, boy, with me; my thoughts are ripe in 
mischief; 

I’ll sacrifice the iamb that I do love. 

To spite a raven’s heart within a dove. [Going. 

Vio. And I, most jocund, apt, and willingly. 
To do you rest, a thousand deaths would die. 137 

[following. 

OU. Where goes Cesario? 

Vio. After him I love 

More than I love these eyes, more than my life. 
More, by all mores, than e’er I shall love wife. 
If I do feign, you witnesses above 141 

Punish my lire for tainting of my love! 

Oli. Ah me, detested! how am I beguil’d I 
Vio. Who does beguile you? who does do 
you wrong? 144 

Oli. Hast thou forgot thyself? Is it so long? 
Call forth the holy father. [Exit an Attendant. 
Duke. [To viola.] Come away. 

Oli. Whither, my lord? Cesario, husband, 
stay. 

Duke. Husband? 

Oli. Ay, husband: can he that deny? 148 
Duke. Her husband, sirrah? 

Vio. No, my lord, not I. 

Oli. Alas! it is the baseness of thy fear 
That makes thee strangle thy propriety. 

Fear not, Cesario; take thy fortunes up; 152 
Be that thou know’st thou art, and then thou 
art 

As great as that thou fear’si, 


Enter Priest. 

O, welcome, father! 
Father, I charge thee, by thy reverence, 

Here to unfold,—though lately we intended 15S 
To keep in darkness what occasion now 
Reveals before ’tis ripe,—what thou dost know 
Hath newly pass’d between this youth and 
me. 

Priest. A contract of eternal bond of love, 160 
Confirm’d by mutual joinder of your hands, 
Attested by the holy close of lips. 
Strengthen’d by interchangement of your rings; 
And all the ceremony of this compact 164 

Seal’d in my function, by my testimony: 

Since when, my watch hath told me, toward 
my grave 

I have travell'd but two hours. 

Duke. O, thou dissembling cub! what wilt 
thou be i 48 

When time hath sow’d a grizzle on thy case? 
Or will not else thy craft so quickly grow 
That thine own trip shall be thine overthrow? 
Farewell, and take her; but direct thy feet 17* 
Where thou and I henceforth may never meet. 
Vio. My lord, I do protest,— 

Oli. Ol do not swear: 

Hold little faith, though thou hast too much 
fear. 
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Enter sat Andrew ague cheek, with hb head 
broken. 

Sir And. For the love of God, a surgeon! 
•end one presently to Sir Toby. «77 

OIL What’s the matter? 

Sir And. He has broke my head across, and 
has given Sir Toby a bloody coxcomb too. For 
the love of God, your help! I had rather than 
forty pound I were at home. 182 

OIL Who has done this. Sir Andrew? 

Sir And. The count’s gentleman, one Ce- 
sario: we took him for a coward, but he’s the 
very devil incardinate. 186 

Duke. My gentleman, Cesario? 

Sir And. Od’s lifehngs! here he is. You 
broke my head for nothing! and that that I did, 

I was set on to do’t by Sir Toby. 

Vio. Why do you speak to me? I never hurt 
you: 

You drew your sword upon me without cause; 
But I bespake you fair, and hurt you not. 193 
Sir And. If a bloody coxcomb be a hurt, you 
have hurt me: 1 think you set nothing by a 
bloody coxcomb. Here comes Sir Toby halt¬ 
ing; 197 

Enter sm tody bei.ch, drunk, led by the Clown, 
you shall hear more: but if he had not been in 
drink he would have tickled you othergates than 
he did. 200 

Duke. How now, gentleman! how is’t with 
you? 

.S'ir To. That*3 all one: he has hurt me, and 
there's the end on*t. Sot, didst see Dick sur¬ 
geon, sot? 205 

do. O! he’s drunk, Sir Toby, an hour agone: 
his eyes were set at eight i' the morning. 

Sir To. Then he’s a rogue, and a passy- 
measures pavin. I hate a drunken rogue. 209 
Oli. Away with him! Who hath made this 
havoc with them? 

Sir And. I’ll help you, Sir Toby, because 
we’ll be dressed together. 113 

Sir To. Will you help? an ass-head and a 
coxcomb and a knave, a thin-faced knave, a 
gull! 21S 

Oli. Get him to lied, and let his hurt be 
look'd to. [Exeunt Clown, fabian, sir toby, 

and SIR ANDREW. 

Enter sebaritan. 

Scb. I am sorry, madam, I have hurt your 
kinsman; 

But, had it been the brother of my blood, 120 

I must have done no less with wit and safety. 

Yon throw a strange regard upon me, and by 
that 

I do perceive It hath offended you: 

Pardon me, sweet one, even for the vows 224 
We made each other but so late ago. 

Duke. One face, one voice, one habit, and 
two persons; 

A natural perspective, that is, and is notl 
S>6. Antonio! O my dear Antonio! 228 

How have the hours rack'd and tortur'd me 
Since I have lost thee! 
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Ant. Sebastian are you ? 

Seb. Fear'st thou that, Antonio? 

Ant. How have you made division of your¬ 
self? 23a 

An apple cleft in two Is not more twin 
Than these two creatures. Which Is Sebastian? 
Oli. Most wonderful 1 

Seb. Do I stand there? I never had a bro¬ 
ther; 23# 

Nor can there be that deity in my nature. 

Of here and every where. I had a sister. 

Whom the blind waves and surges have de¬ 
vour’d. 

Of charity, what ldn are you to me? mo 

What countryman? what name? what parent¬ 
age? 

Vio. Of Messaiine: Sebastian was my father; 
Such a Sebastian was my brother too. 

So went he suited to his watery tomb. 244 

If spirits can assume both form and suit 
You come to fright us. 

Seb. A spirit I am indeed; 

But am in that dimension grossly clad 
Which from the womb 1 did participate. 248 
Were you a woman, as the rest goes even, 

I should my tears let fall upon your cheek. 

And say, ‘Thrice welcome, drowned Viola!* 
Vio. My father had a mole upon his brow. 
Seb. And so had mine. 253 

Vio. And died that day when Viola from her 
birth 

Had number’d thirteen years. 

Seb. O! that record is lively in my soul. 336 
He finished indeed his mortal act 
That day that made my sister thirteen years. 

Vio. If nothing lets to make us happy bolh 
But this my masculine usurp'd attire, 260 
Do not embrace me till each circumstance 
Of place, time, fortune, do cohere and Jump 
That I am Viola: wluch to confirm, 

IT 1 bring you to a captain in this town, 264 
Where he my maiden weeds: by whose gentle 
help 

I was preserv’d to serve this noble count 
All the occurrence of my fortune since 
Hath been between this lady and this lord. 268 
Seb. [To Olivia.] So comes it, lady, you have 
been mistook: 

But nature to her bias drew In that. 

You would have been contracted to a maid; 
Nor are you therein, by my life, deceiv’d, 272 
You are betroth’d both to a maid and man. 

Duke. Benotamaz’d;rightnobleishisblood. 
If this be so, as yet the glass Seems true, 

I shall have share in this most happy wrack. 
[To viola.] Boy, thou hast said to me a thou¬ 
sand times 277 

Thou never shouldst love woman like to me. 

Vio. And all those sayings will I over-swear, 
And all those swearings keep as true in soul 28a 
As doth that orbed continent the fire 
That severs day from night. 

Duke. Give me thy hand; 

And let me see thee in thy woman’s weeds. 

Vio. The captain that did bring me first on 
shore *84 
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Hath my maid’* garments: he upon some ac- Re-enter fabian, with malvolio. 

Is now in durance at Malvolio’s suit, Duke. la this the madman? 

A gentleman and foUower of mv lady’s. „ 0,i - . Ay. my lord, this same. 

OU. He shall enlarge him. Fetch Malvolio Ho .* now, MalvoHo! 
hither B 2g> Mai. Madam, you have dime me wrong. 

Notorious wrong. 


And yet, alas, now I remember me. 

They say, poor gentleman, he’s much distract 
A most extracting frenzy of mine own 
From my remembrance clearly banish’d his. 29a 

Re-enter Clown with a letter, and fabian. 

How does he, sirrah? 

Clo. Truly, madam, he holds Belzebub at the 
stave’s end as well as a man in his case may do. 

He has here writ a letter to you: I should have 
given it to you to-day morning; but as a mad¬ 
man's epistles are no gospel 

much when they are delivert™ . . 

OIL Open it, and read it 3» And- acting this m an obedient hope, 352 

Clo. Look then to be well edified, when the Why have you suffer’d me to be imprison’d, 
fool delivers the madman. Kept m a dark house, visited by the priest, 

- And made the most notorious geek and gull 

That e’er invention play’d on ? tell me why. 336 
OIL Alas! Malvolio, this is not my writing. 


Oli. Have I, Malvolio? no. 341 

Mai. Lady, you have. Pray you peruse that 
letter. 

You must not now deny it is your hand: 
Write from it, if you can, in hand or phrase. 
Or say ’ds not your seal nor your invention: 34J 
You can say none of this. Well, grant it then. 
And tell me, in the modesty of honour, 

Why you have given me such clear lights of 
favour, 348 

arter’d to you, 


lelsT so it skills not J® P ut ° n J e “ ow storings, and to frown 
Upon Sir Toby and the lighter people; 


By the Lord, madam, 

OIL How nowl art thou mad? 304 

Clo. No, madam, I do but read madness: an ■ ■ 

your ladyship will have it as it ought to be, you J h ° u 8 h » 1 confess, much kke toe character; 


must allow vox. 

OU. Prithee, read i’ toy right wits. 30s 
Clo. So I do, madonna; but to read his right 
wits is to read thus: therefore perpend, my 
princess, and give ear. 

OIL [To fabian.] Read it you, sirrah. 312 
Fab. By the Lord, madam, you wrong me, 
and the world shall know it: though you 
have put me into darkness, and given your 
drunken cousin rule over me, pet nave 1 the 
benefit of my senses as well as your ladyship. 
I have your own letter that induced me to the 
semblance l put on; with the which I doubt not 
but to do myself much right, or you much shame. 
Think of me as you please. I leave my duty a 


But, out of question, ’tis Maria’s hand: 

And now I do bethink me, it was she 360 
First told me thou wast mad; then cam'st in 
smiling. 

And in such forms which here were presuppos’d 
Upon thee in the letter. Prithee, he content: 
This practice hath most shrewdly pass’d upon 
thee; 3(4 

But when we know toe grounds and authors of 

Thou shalt be both toe plaintiff and toe judge 
Of thine own cause. 

Fab. Good madam, hear me speak. 

And let no quarrel nor no brawl to come 368 
Taint toe condition of this present hour, 


little unthought of, and speak out of my injury. Whichl have wonder d at. In hope it shall not. 
The madly-used Malvouo. ™ oa ( freely I confess, myself and Toby 
OU. Did he write this? 324 S'? 1 this device against Malvolio here, 372 

Clo. Ay, madam. 

Duke. This savours not much of distrac¬ 
tion. 

OIL See him deliver’d, Fabian: bring him 
hither. { Exit fabian. 

My lord, so please you, these things further 
thought on, 328 

To think me as well a sister as a wife, 

One day shall crown the alliance on’t, so please 
you. 

Here at my house and at my proper cost. 

Duke. Madam, I am most apt to embrace 
your offer. 332 

[ 7 b viola.] Your 
your service done 


Upon some stubborn and uncourteous parts 
We had conceiv’d against him. Maria writ 
The letter at Sir Toby’s great importance; 

In recompense whereof he hath married her. 
How with a sportful malice it was follow’d, 377 
May rather pluck on laughter than revenge. 
If that the injuries be justly weigh’d 
That have on both sides past. 380 

Oli. Alas, poor fool, how have they baffled 
thee! 

Clo. Why, ‘ some are bom great, some achieve 
greatness, and some have greatness thrown upon 
33I them.’ I was one. sir, in this interlude; one Sir 
master quits you; and, for Topas, sir; but that’s all one. ‘By toe Lord, 
me him, fool, I am not mad:’ But do you remember? 

So much against the mettle of your sex, * Madam, why laugh you at such a barren rascal ? 

So far beneath your soft and tender breeding; 811 y° u smile not, he’s gagged:’ and thus the 
And since you call’d me master for so long, 33* whirligig of time brings in his revenges. 389 
Here is my hand: you shall from this time be Mat. I’ll be reveng’d on toe whole pack of 
Your master’s mistress. you. I Lx it. 

OIL A sister! you are she. OIL He bath been most notoriously abus’d. 



nun 
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Henath not told us of the captain yet: 

When that is known and solden time convents, 

A solemn combination shall be made 
Of our dear souls, Meantime, sweet sister, 396 
We will not part from hence, Cesario, come; 
For so you snail be, while you are a man; 

But when in other habits yon are seen, 

Onino’s mistress, and his fancy’s queen. <00 
[Exeunt all mpt Clown, 

SONG 

Clo. leu tot I was and a little tiny boy, 

With hey, bo, the wind and the rain; 

A foolish thing was but a toy, 

For ibe nio it raioetb every day. W 


But wheal cine to oi'itmie, 

With hey, ho, the wind lad the rain; 

’Giinit Iuuvn and thieves men shut their ptes, 
For the rain it rsinelb every day. 40I 

But when I amt, alu! to *i\e, 

With hey, ho, the find and the rain; 

By jwaggenng could I never thrive, 

For the rain it raineth every day, 4]] 

But when I came unto my bed), 

With hey, ho, the wind and the rain; 

With toss-pots itill had drunken heads, 

For the rain it raineth every day, 416 
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DRAMATIS PERSONS 


Leontes, King of Sicilia. 

Mamiluus, young Prince of Sicilia. 
Camillo, 

ANTKSONUS, 

Cleomenes, 

Dion, 

Polixenes, King of Bohemia. 

Florizel, his Son. 

Archidamus, a Lord of Bohemia. 

A Mariner. 

A Gaoler. 

An old Shepherd, reputed Father of Perdita. 
Clown, his Son. 

Servant to the old Shepherd. 


AirroLfCia, a Rogue. 

Hfrmione, Queen to Leontes. 

Perdita, Daughter to Leontes and Hermione. 
Paulina, Wife to Antigonus. 

ot£fiJdi£ ly ’} ■ t “ odin * **“ 

MOPSA, I Qk—v, 

Dorcas, I soepwrae^ca. 

Sicilian Lords and Ladies, Attendants, Guards, 
Satyrs, Shepherds, Shepherdesses, &c. 

Time, as Chorus. 


| Lords of Sicilia. 


Scene.— Sometimes in Sicilia, sometimes in Bohemia. 


ACT I 

SCENE I.— Sicilia. An Antechamber in 
leontes’ Palace. 

Enter camillo and archidamus. 

Arch. If you shall chance, Camillo, to visit 
Bohemia, on the like occasion whereon my ser¬ 
vices are now on foot, you shall see, as I have 
said, neat difference betwixt our Bohemia and 
your Sicilia. ; 

Cam. I think, this coming summer, the King 
of Sicilia means to pay Bohemia the visitation 
which he justly owes him. 8 

Arch. Wherein our entertainment shall shame 
us we will be justified In our loves: for, indeed,— 
Cam. Beseech you,— 

Arch. Verily, I speak it in the freedom of my 
knowledge: weeannot with such magnificence— 
in so rare—I know not what to say. We will give 
you sleepy dririks, that your senses, unintelligent 
of our insuffidence, may, though they cannot 
praise us, as little accuse us. n 

Cam. You pay a great deal too dear for 
what’s given freely. 

Arch. Believe me. I speak as my understand¬ 
ing instructs me, and as mine honesty puts it to 
utterance. 22 

Cam. Sicilia cannot show himself over-kind 
to Bohemia. They were trained together in 
their childhoods; and there rooted betwixt 
them then such an affection which cannot 
choose but branch now. Since their more ma¬ 
ture dignities and royal necessities made sepa¬ 
ration of their society, their encounters, though 
not personal, have been royally attomeyed with 
interchange of gifts, letters, loving embassies; 
that they have seemed to be together, though 
absent, shook hands, as over a vast, and em¬ 
braced, as it were, from the ends of opposed 
winds. The heavens continue their loves! 35 
Arch. I think there is not in the world either 
malice or matter to alter it. You have an un¬ 
speakable comfort of your young Prince Mamil- 


Hus: it is a gentleman of the greatest promise 
that ever came into my note. 40 

Cam. I very well agree with you in the hopes 
of him. It is a gallant child; one that indeed 
physics the subject, makes old hearts fresh; 
they that went on crutches ere he was bom 
desire yet their life to see him a man. 45 
Arch. Would they else be content to die? 
Cam. Yes; if there were no other excuse why 
they should desire to live. 48 

Arch. If the king had no son, they would 
desire to live on crutches till he had one. 

lExeunt. 


Scene II.— The Same. A Room of State in 
the Palace. 

Enter leontes, poldcenes, hermione, mamil- 
i ius, camillo, and Attendants. 

Pol. Nine changes of the watery star have 
been 

The shepherd’s note since we have left our 
throne 

Without a burden: time as long again 
Would be fill’d up, my brother, with our thanks; 
And yet we should for perpetuity 5 

Go hence in debt: and therefore, like a cipher, 
Yet standing in rich place, I multiply 
With one ‘ We thank you ’ many thousands moe 
That go before it. 

Leon. Stay your thanks awhile, 9 

And pay them when you part. 

Pol. Sir, that’s to-morrow. 

I am question’d by my fears, of what may chance 
Or breed upon our absence; that may blow 12 
No sneaping winds at home, to make us say. 
‘This is put forth too truiyl’ Besides, I have 
stay’d 

To tire your royalty. 

Leon. We are tougher, brother. 

Than you can put us to’t. 

Pol. No longer stay. 16 
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Leon. One seven-night longer. 

Pol. Very sooth, to-morrow. 

Leon. We’ll part the time between‘s then; 
and In that 
HI no gainsaying. 

Pol. ness me not, beseech you, so. 

There is no tongue that moves, none, none i' the And bleat the one at the other: what we 
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But such a day to-morrow as to-day, <4 
And to be boy eternal. 

Her. Was not my lord the verier wag o* the 
two! 

Pol. We were as twinn’d lambs that did frisk 
i’ the sun. 


world, to 

So soon as yours could win me: so it should now, 


chang’d 68 

Was innocence for innocence; we knew not 


Were there necessity in your request, although The doctrine of ill-doing, no nor dreom’d 


Twere needful I denied it. My affairs 
Do even drag me homeward; which to hinder 24 
Were in your love a whip to me; my stay 
To you a charge and trouble: to save both. 

Farewell, our brother. 

Leon. Tongue-tied, our queen? speak you. 

Her. I had thought, sir, to have held my 
peace until 28 

You had drawn oaths from him not to stay. 

You, sir. 

Charge him too coldly: tell him, you are sure 
All in Bohemia’s well: this satisfaction 

The by-gone day proclaim’d: say this to him, 32 Of my young playfellow. 

He’s beat from his best ward. Her. Grace to boot! 

Leon. Well said, Hermione. Of this make no conclusion, lest you say 

Her. To tell he longs to see his son were 


That any did. Had we pursu’d that life, 

And our weak spirits ne’er been higher rear’d 72 
With stronger blood, we should have answer’d 
heaven 

Boldly, ’not guilty;* the imposition clear’d 
Hereditary ours. 

Her. By this we gather 

You have tripp’d since. 

Pol. Ol my most sacred lady, 76 

Temptations have since then been bora to's; for 
In those unfledg’d days was my wife a girl; 
Your precious self had then not cross’d the eyes 


strong 

But let him say so then, and let him go; 

But let him swear so, and he shall not stay, 36 
We’ll thwack him hence with distaffs. 

ITo pouxenes.) Yet of your royal presence I’ll 
adventure 

The borrow of a week. When at Bohemia 
You take my lord, I’ll give him my commission 
To let him there a month behind the gest 41 
Prefix’d for’s parting: yet, good deed, Leontes, 
I love thee not a jar o’ the clock behind 
What lady she her lord. You'll stay? 

Pol. No, madam. 44 

Her. Nay, but you will? 

Pol. I may not, verily. 

Her. Verily! 

You put me off with limber vows: but I, 


Your queen and I are devils; yet, go on: 

The offences we have made you do we’ll answer; 
If you first sinn’d with us, and that with us 84 
You did continue fault, and that you slipp’d not 
With any but with us. 

Leon. Is he won yet? 

Her. He'll stay, my lord. 

Leon. At my request he would not. 

Hermione, my dearest, thou never spok’st 88 
To better purpose. 

Her. Never? 

Leon. Never, but once. 

Her. What! have I twice said well? when 
was’t before? 

I prithee tell me; cram’s with praise, and make's 
As fat as tame things: one good deed, dying 
tongueless, 92 

Slaughters a thousand waiting upon that. 
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Though you would seek to unsphere the stars Our praises are our wages: you may ride’s 


with oaths, 

Should yet say, ‘Sir, no going.’ Verily. 
You shall not go: a lady's * verily’’s 
As potent as a lord’s. Will you go yet? 
Force me to keep you as a prisoner. 

Not like a guest; so you shall pay your fees 


52 


With one soft kiss a thousand furlongs ere 
With spur we heat an acre. But to the goal: 96 
My last good deed was to entreat his stay: 
What was my first? it has an elder sister, 

Or 1 mistake you: Ol would her name were 
Grace. 


When you depart, and save your thanks. How But once before I spoke to the purpose: when? 

sayyou? Nay, let me have’t; I long. 

My prisoner, or my guest? by your dread '— ,w 


* verily,’ 

One of them you shall be. 

Pol. Your guest, then, madam: ss 

To be your prisoner should import offending; 
Which is for me less easy to commit 
Than you to punish. 

Her. Not your gaoler then. 

But your kind hostess. Come, Fll question yon 
Of my lord’s tricks and yours when you were 
. boys: 61 

You were pretty lordings then. 

Pol. We were, fair queen. 

Two lads that thought there was no more behind 


Leon. Why, that was when 

Three crabbed months had sour’d themselves 
to death, 

Ere I could make thee open thy white hand 
And dap thyself my love: then didst thou 
utter, 104 

‘I am yours for ever.’ 

Her. Tis grace indeed. 

Why, lo you now, I have spoke to the purpose 
twice: 

The one for ever earn'd a royal husband. 

The other for some while a friend. 10s 

[Giving her hand to POUXENES. 

Leon. [Aside.] Too hot, too hotl 
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[ACT I 


To mingle friendship far is mingling bloods. 

I have tremor cordis on me: my heart dances; 
But not for joy; not joy. This entertainment in 
May a free face put on, derive a liberty 
From heartiness, from bounty, fertile bosom. 
And well become the agent: 't may I grant: 

But to be paddling palms and pinching fingers, 
Asnowtheyare.andmakingpractis'dsmiles, 117 
As in a looking-glass; and then to sigh, as ’twere 
The mort o’ the deer; Ol that is entertainment 
My bosom likes not, nor my brows. Mamillius, 
Art thou my boy? 

Mam. Ay, my good lord. 

Leon. v fecks? m 

Why, that’s my bawcock. What! hast smutch'd 
thy nose? 

They say it is a copy out of mine. Come,captain. 
We must be neat; not neat, but cleanly, captain: 
And yet the steer, the heifer, and the calf, 12J 
Are all call'd neat. Still virginalling 
Upon his palm! How now, you wanton calf! 
Art thou my calf? 

Mam. Yes, if you will, my lord. 12S 

Leon. Thou want’st a rough paui and the 
shoots that I have, 

To be full like me: yet they say we are 
Almost as like as eggs; women say so. 

That will say anything: but were they false 13a 
As o’er-dy’d blacks, as wind, as waters, false 
As dice are to be wish’d by one that fixes 
No bourn ’twixt his and mine, yet were it true 
To say this boy were like me. Come, sir page. 
Look on me with your welkin eye: sweet villain I 
Most dear’st 1 my collop 1 Can thy dam?—may’t 
be?— 

Affection I thy intention stabs the centre: 
Thou dost make possible things not so held, 140 
Communicat'st with dreams;—how can this 
be?— 

With what’s unreal thou co-active art. 

And fellow'st nothing: then, 'tis very credent 
Thou mayst conjoin with something; and thou 
dost, 144 

And that beyond commission, and I find it. 
And that to the infection of my brains 
And hardening of my brows. 

Pol. What means Sicilia? 

Her. He something seems unsettled. 

Pol. How, my lord! 148 

What cheer? how is’t with you, best brother? 

Her. You look 

As if you held a brow of much distraction: 
Are you mov’d, my lord? 

Leon. No, in good earnest. 

How sometimes nature will betray its folly, isa 
Its tenderness, and make itself a pastime 
To harder bosoms! Looking on the lines 
Of my boy’s face, methoughts I did recoil 
Twenty-three years, and saw myself unbreech’d, 
In my green velvet coat, my dagger muzzled. 
Lest it should bite its master, and so prove. 
As ornaments oft do, too dangerous: . 

How like, methought, I then was to this kernel. 
This squash, this gentleman. Mine honest 
friend, 161 

Will yon take eggs for money? 


Mam. No my lord. I’ll fight. 

Leon. You will? why, happy man be his dole 1 
My brother. 

Are you so fond of your young prince as we X64 
Do seem to be of ours? 

Pol. If at home, sir, 

He's all my exercise, my mirth, my matter. 
Now my sworn friend and then mine enemy; 
My parasite, my soldier, statesman, till: 168 
He makes a July’s day short as December, 
And with his varying childness cures in me 
Thoughts that would thick my blood. 

Leon. So stands this squire 

Offic’d with me. We two will walk, my lord, 172 
And leave you to your graver steps. Hermione, 
How thou lov’st us, show in our brother’s wel¬ 
come: 

Let what is dear in Sicily be cheap: 

Next to thyself and my young rover, he’s 176 
Apparent to my heart. 

Her. If you would seek us, 

We are yours i' the garden: shall’s attend you 
there? 

Leon. To your own bents dispose you: you'll 
be found, 

Be you beneath the sky.— [Aside.] I am angling 
now, 180 

Though you perceive me not how I give line, 
Go to, go to! 

How she holds up the neb, the bill to him! 
And arms her with the boldness of a wife 184 
To her allowing husband! 

I Exeunt pouxenes, hermione, and 
Attendants. 

Gone already! 

Inch-thick, knee-deep, o’er head and ears a 
fork’d one! 

Go play, boy, play; thy mother plays, and I 
Play too, but so disgrac’d a part, whose issue 
Will hiss me to my grave: contempt and 
clamour 189 

Will be my knell. Go play, boy, play. There 
have been, t 

Or I am much deceiv’d, cuckolds ere now; 

And many a man there is even at this present, 
Now, while I speak this, holds his wife by the 
arm, 19J 

That little thinks she has been sluic’d in's 
absence. 

And his pond fish’d by his next neighbour, by 
Sir Smile, his neighbour: nay, there’s comfort 
in't, i»6 

Whiles other men have gates, and those gates 
open’d. 

As mine, against their will. Should all despair 
That have revolted wives the tenth of man¬ 
kind 

Would hang themselves. Physic for’t there is 
none; 200 

It is a bawdy planet, that will strike 
Where ’tis predominant; and 'tis powerful, 
think it, 

From east, west, north, and south: be it con¬ 
cluded, 

No barricado for a belly: Icnow’t; 

It will let in and out the enemy 


204 
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With bag and baggage. Many a thousand on's 
Have the disease, and feel’t not. How now, boy 1 
Mam. I am like you, they say. 

__ Leon. Why, that’s some comfort. *oS 
What! Camillo there? 

Cam. Ay, my good lord. 

Leon. Go play, Mamillius; thou 'rt an honest 
man. [Exit mamillius. 

Camillo, this great sir will yet stay longer, ui 
Cam. You had much ado to make his anchor 
hold: 

When you cast out, it still came home, 

Leon. Didst note it? 

Com. Hie would not stay at your petitions; 
made 

His business more material. 

Leon. Didst perceive it? 21S 

[Aside.] They’re here with me already, whisper¬ 
ing, rounding 

'Sicilia is a so-fortb.’ ’Tis far gone. 

When 1 shall gust it last. How came’t, Camillo, 
That he did stay? 

Cam. At the good queen’s entreaty. 220 
Leon. At the queen’s, be’t: * good’ should be 
pertinent; 

But so it is, it is not. Was this taken 
By any understanding pate but thine? 

For thy conceit is soaking; will draw in 224 
More man the common blocks: not noted, is’t, 
But of the finer natures? by some severals 
Of head-piece extraordinary? lower messes 
Perchance are to this business purblind? say. 
Cam. Business,my lord! Ithlnkmostunder- 
stand 229 

Bohemia stays here longer. 

Leon. Hal 

Cam. Stays here longer. 

Leon. Ay, but why? 

Cam. To satisfy your highness and the en¬ 
treaties 2J2 

Of our most gracious mistress. 

Leon. Satisfy! 

The entreaties of your mistress! satisfy! 

Let that suffice. I have trusted thee, Camillo, 
With all the nearest things to my heart, as 
well 

My chamber-councils, wherein, priest-like, thou 
Hast cleans’d my bosom: I from thee departed 
Thy penitent reform’d; but we have been 
Decay’d in thy integrity, deceiv’d 240 

In that which seems so. 

Com. Be it forbid, my lord! 

Leon. Tobideupon’t,thouartnothonest;or, 
If thou inclin’st that way, thou art a coward. 
Which hoxes honesty behind, restraining 244 
From course requir’d; or else thou must be 
counted 

A servant grafted In my serious trust. 

And therein negligent; or else a fool 
That seest a game play’d home, the rich stake 
drawn, 24S 

And tak’st it all for jest. 

Cam. My gracious lord, 

Ienay be negligent, foolish, and fearful; 

In every one of these no man is free. 

But that his negligence, his folly, fear, 152 


Among the Infinite doings of the world. 
Sometime puts forth. In your affairs, my lord. 
If ever I were wilful-negligent. 

It was my folly: if industriously 256 

I play’d the fool, it was my negligence, 

Not weighing well the end; if ever feaifii] 

To do a thing, where I the issue doubted. 
Whereof the execution did cry out 260 

Against the non-performance, ’twas a fear 
Which oft infects the wisest: these, my lord. 
Are such allow’d infirmities that honesty 
Is never free of: but, beseech your Grace, 264 
Be plainer with me: la me know my trespass 
By Its own visage; if I then deny it, 

Tis none of mine. 

Leon. Ha’ not you seen, Camillo,— 

But that’s past doubt; you have, or your eye¬ 
glass 268 

Is thicker than a cuckold’s horn,—or heard,— 
For to a vision so apparent rumour 
Cannot be mute,—or thought,—for cogitation 
Resides not in that man that does not think, — 
My wife is slippery? If thou wilt confess,— 273 
Or else be impudently negative, 

To have nor eyes, nor ears, nor thought,—then 
say 

My wife’s a hobby-horse; deserves a name 276 
As rank as any flax-wench that puts to 
Before ha troth-plight: say’t and justify’L 
Cam. 1 would not be a stander-by, to hear 
My sovereign mistress clouded so, without 280 
My present vengeance taken: ’shrew my heart. 
You never spoke what did become you less 
Than this; which to reiterate were sin 
As deep as that, though true, 

Leon. Is whispering nothing? 284 

Is leaning cheek to cheek? is meeting noses? 
Kissing with inside Up? stopping the career 
Of laughter with a sigh?—a note infallible 
Ofbtealdng honesty,—horsingfootonfoot? 28* 
Skulking in comers ? wishing docks more swift? 
Hours, minutes? noon, midnight ? and all eyes 
Blind with the pin and web but theirs, than 
only. 

That would unseen be wicked? is this nothing? 
Why, then the world and all that’s in’t la no¬ 
thing; 293 

The covering sky is nothing; Bohemia nothing; 
My wife is nothing; nor nothing have these 
nothings. 

If this be nothing. 

Cam. Good my lord, be cur’d 29s 

Of this diseas’d opinion, and betimes; 

For ’tis most dangerous. 

Leon. Say it be, ’tis true. 

Cam. No, no, my lord. 

Leon. It it; you lie. you lie: 

Isay thou Uest, Camillo, and I hate thee; 300 
Pronounce thee a gross lout, a mindless slave. 
Or else a hovering temporizer, that 
Cana with thine eyes at once see good and 
evil. 

Inclining to them both: wen my wife’s Uver 304 
Infected as ha life, she would not Uve 
The running of one glass. 

Cam. Who does Infbct ha? 
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Leon. Why, he that wears her like her medal. 


[ACT I 


Let vfflany itself forswear’t I must 
Forsake the court: to do*t, or no, is certain 
To me a break-neck. Happy star reign now! 
Here comes Bohemia. 


About his neck, Bohemia: who, if I 308 
Had servants true about me, that bare eyes 
To see alike mine honour as their profits. 

Their own particular thrifts, they would do that 
Which should undo more doing: ay, and thou. 

His cup-bearer,—whom I from meaner form 313 
Have bench’d and rear'd to worship, who mayst 
see 

Plainly, as heaven sees earth, and earth sees 
heaven. 

How 1 am railed,—mightst bespice a cup, 316 
To give mine enemy a lasting wink; 

Which draught to me were cordial. 

Cam. Sir, my lord, 

I could do this, and that with no rash potion, 

But with a lingering dram that should not work 
Maliciously lute poison: but 1 cannot 321 
Believe this crack to be in my dread mistress. 

So sovereignly being honourable. 

I have lov’d thee,— 

Leon. Make that thy question, and go rotl 
Dost think I am so muddy, so unsettled, 323 
To appoint myself in this vexation; sully 
The purity and whiteness of my sheets. 

Which to preserve is sleep; which being spotted 
Is goads, thorns, nettles, tails of wasps? 329 
Give scandal to the blood o’ the prince my son. 

Who I do think is mine, and love as mine, 

Without ripe moving to’t? Would I do this? 

Could man so blench? 

Com. I must believe you, sir: 333 

I do; and will fetch off Bohemia for't; 

Provided that when he’s remov’d, your high¬ 
ness 33 $ 

Will take again your queen as yours at first, 

Even for your son’s sake; and thereby for sealing 
The injury of tongues in courts ana kingdoms 
Known and allied to yours. 

Leon. Thou dost advise me 

Even so as I mine owr. course have set down: 

I’ll give no blemish to her honour, none. 341 
Cam. My lord. 

Go then: and with a countenance as dear uur gentry man our parents' no me names. 
As friendship wears at feasts, keep with Bohemia, In whose success we are gentle,—I beseech you. 

And with your queen. I am his cupbearer; 345 ” ' ' . 

If Horn me he have wholesome beverage, 

Account me not your servant. 

Leon. This is all: 

Do’t, and thou hast the one half of my heart; 

Do t not, thou split’st thine own. 

Cam. I’U do’t, my lord. 349 

Leon. I will seem friendly, as thou hast 
advis’d me. [Exit. 

Cam. O miserable lady I But, for me. 

What case stand I in? I must be the poisoner 
Of good Polixenes; and my ground to do’t 353 
Is the obedience to a master; one 
Who, in rebellion with himself will have 
Ail that are Ms so too. To do this deed 356 
Promotion follows. If I could find example 
Of thousands that had struck anointed kings, 

And flourish’d after, Pd not do’t; but since 
Nor brass nor stone nor parchment bears not 
one, 3 So 


Re-enter polixenes. 

Pol. This is strange: nwthinks 3S4 

My favour here begins to warp. Not speak?— 
Good day, Camillo. 

Cam. Hail, most royal sir I 

Pol. What is the news i’ the court? 

Cam. None rare, my lord. 

Pol. The king hath on him such a counte¬ 
nance 368 

As he had lost some province and a region 
Lov’d as he loves himself: even now I met Him 
With customary compliment, when he. 
Wafting his eyes to the contrary, and falling 372 
A lip of much contempt, speeds from me mid 
So leaves me to consider what is breeding 
That changes thus his manners. 

Cam. I dare not know, my lord. 376 

Pol. Howl dare notl do not! Do you know, 
and dare not 

Be intelligent to me? ’Tis thereabouts; 

For, to yourself, what you do know, you must. 
Ana cannot say you dare not. Good Camillo, 
Your chang’d complexions are to me a mirror 
Which shows me mine chang’d too; for 1 must 
be 

A party in this alteration, finding 
Myself thus alter'd with’t. 

Cam. There is a sickness 3*4 

Which puts, some of us in distemper; but 
I cannot name the disease, and it is caught 
Of you that yet are well. 

Poi. How! caught of me? 

Make me not sighted like the basilisk: 388 

I have look'd on thousands, who have sped the 
better 

By my regard, but kill’d none so. Camillo,— 
As you are certainly a gentleman,-lhereto 
Clerk-like experienc’d, which no less adorns 39a 
Our gentry than our parents’ noble names. 


If you know aught which does behove my 
knowledge 

Thereof to be inform’d, imprison it not 396 
In ignorant concealment 
Cam. I may not answer. 

Pol. A sickness caught of me, and yet I well! 
I mast be answer’d. Dost thou hear, Camillo; 
I conjure thee, by all the parts of man 400 
Which honour does acknowledge,—whereof 
the least 

Is not this suit of mine,—that thou declare 
What inddency thou dost guess of harm 
Is creeping toward me; how far off, how near; 
Which way to be prevented if to be; 405 

If not, how best to bear it 
Cam. Sir, I will tell yon; 

Since I am charg'd in honour and by him 
That I think honourable. Therefore marie my 
counsel, 408 

Which mutt be even as swifUy follow'd as 
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I mean to utter it, or both yourself and me 
Cry ‘ lost,’ and so good night 1 
Pol. On, good Camillo. 

Cam. I am appointed him to murder you. 412 
Pot. By whom, Camillo? 

Cam. By the king. 

Pol. For what? 

Cam. He thinks, nay, with all confidence he 
swears. 

As he had seen’t or been an instrument 
To vice you to’t, that you have touch’d his queen 
Forbiddenly. 

Pol. O, then my best blood turn 417 
To an infected jelly, and my name 
Be yok'd with his that did betray the Best! 
Turn then my freshest reputation to 4*0 
A savour, that may strike the dullest nostril 
Where I arrive; and my approach be shunn’d, 
Nay, hated too, worse than the great’st infec¬ 
tion 

That e’er was heard or read! 

Cam. Swear his thought over 

4*5 


By each particular star in heaven and 
By all their influences, you may as well 
Forbid the sea for to obey the moon 
As or by oath remove or counsel shake 
The fabric of his folly, whose foundation 
Is pil’d upon his faith, and will continue 
The standing of his body. 

Pol. How should this grow? 
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Com. It is in mine authority to command 
The keys of all the posterns: please your high¬ 
ness 464 

To take the urgent hour. Come, sir, awayl 

l Exeunt. 

ACT n 

Scene I. — Sicilia. A Room in the Palace. 
Enter hermione, mamojjus, and Ladies. 

Her. Take the boy to you: he so troubles me, 
Tis past enduring. 

First Lady. Come, my gracious lord. 
Shall I be your playfellow? 

Mam. No, I'll none of you. 

First Lady. Why, my sweet lord ? 4 

Mam. You’ll kiss me hard and speak to me 
as if 1 

I were a baby still. I love you better. 

Sec. Lady. And why so, my lord? 

Mam. Not for because 

Your brows are blacker; yet black brows, they 
say, s 

Become some women best, so that there be not 
Too much hair there, but in a semicircle. 

Or a half-moon made with a pen. 

Sec. Lady. Who taught you this? 

Mam. I team'd it out of women’s faces. 
Fray now, 


42S 
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Cam. I know not: but I am sure 'tis safer to *“ y0ur eyebrows . ? . 


First Lady. Blue, my lord. 

Mam. Nay, that's a mock: I have seen a 
lady’s nose 

That has been blue, but not her eyebrows. 

the'biHiness 6 The*queenyour mother rounds apace: we shall 
i J US Present our services to a fine new prince .17 

One of these days; and then you d wanton with 


Avoid what’s grown than question how 'tis 
bom. 435 

If therefore you dare trust my honesty, 

That lies enclosed in this trunk, which you 

Shall..' 

Your__ 

And will by twos and threes at several posterns 
Clear them o’ the city. For myself, I’ll put 
My fortunes to your service, which are here 440 
By this discovery lost. Be not uncertain; 

For, by the honour of ray parents, I 
Have utter’d truth, which, if yon seek to prove, 

I dare not stand by: nor shall you be safer 444 
Than one condemn’d by the king’s own mouth, 
thereon 

His execution sworn. 

Pol. I do believe thee: 

I saw his heart in’s face. Give me thy hand: 

A I ■£ ~ *«■*- tSflSSW 

My people did expect my hence departure - - - 

Two days ago. This jealousy 
Is for a precious creature: as she s rare 45 * 

Must it be great, and, as his person’s mighty 
Must it be violent, and, as he does conceive 
He is dishonour’d by a man which ever 
Profess’d to him, why, his revenges must 456 


If we would have you. 

First Lady. She is spread of late 

Into a goodly bulk: good time encounter her 1 10 
Her. What wisdom stirs amongst you ? Come 
sir, now 

I am for you again: pray you, sit by us. 

And tell’a a tale. 

Mam. Merry or sad shall’t be? 

Her. As merry as you will. 

Mam. A sad tale's best for winter. *4 


Come on, sit down: come on, and do your best 
To fright me with your sprites; you’re power¬ 
ful at it. 

Mam. There was a man,— 

Her. Nay, come, sit down; then on. as 
Mam. Dwelt by a churchyard. I will tell it 
softly; 


In that be made more bitter. Fear o’ershades y ond not ^tar it. 


Her. 

And give’t me in mine ear. 


Come on then, 


Good expedition be my friend, and comfort 
The gracious queen, part of his theme, but no¬ 
thing „ _ , Enter leontes, antiqonus, Lords, and Others. 

his iu-ta'en suspicion'. Come, Camillo; 4«° rv m ,n„ 


Of his ..._ _ _ . 

1 will respect thee as a father if 
Thou bear’s! my life off hence: let us avoid. 


Leon. Was be met there? his train? Camillo 
irithhim? s* 
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[actu 


First Lord. Behind the tuft of pines I met Which 1 ‘U not call a creature of thy place. 


them: never 
Saw I men scour so on their way: I ey’d them 
Even to their ships. 

Leon. How blest am I 

In my just censure, in my true opinion! 36 
Alack, for lesser knowledge! How accurs’d 
In being so blest! There may be in the cup 
A spider steep'd, and one may drink, depart. 
And yet partake no venom, for his knowledge so 
Is not infected; but if one present 
The abhorr’d ingredient to his eye, make known 


Lest barbarism, making me the precedent. 
Should a like language use to all degrees, 8 s 
And mannerly distinguishment leave out 
Betwixt the prince and beggar: I have said 
She’s an adulteress; I have said with whom: 
More, she’s a traitor, and Camillo is 88 

A federary with her, and one that knows 
What she should shame to know herself 
But with her most vile principal, that she's 
A bed-swerver, even as bad as those 92 
That vulgars give bold’st titles; ay, and privy 
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How he hath drunk, he cracks his gorge, his To this their late escape. 


sides. 


Her. 


N°viiS ^ 


spider. 

Camillo was his help in this, his pandar 
There is a plot against my life, my crown; 
All’s true that is mistrusted: that false villain 
Whom I employ’d was pre-employ’d by him: 48 
He has discover’d my design, and I 
Remain a pinch’d thing: yea, a very trick 
For them to play at will. How came the posterns 
So easily open? 

First Lord. By his great authority; 52 
Which often hath no less prevail’d man so 
On your command. 

Leon. I know’t too well. 

[ 7 b hermiokb.] Give me the boy: I am glad 
you did not nurse him: 33 

Though he does bear some signs of me, yet you 
Have too much blood in him. 

Her. What is this? sport? 

Leon. Bear the boy hence; he shall not come 
about her; 

Away with him!— [Exit mamuxius, attended.] 
and let her sport herself 
With that she’s big with; for *tis Polixenes 60 
Has made thee swell thus. 

Her. But I’d say he had not, 

And I’ll be sworn you would believe my saying. 
Howe’er you lean to the nayward. 

Leon. You, my lords, 

Look on her, mark her well; be but about 64 
To say, ‘she is a goodly lady,’ and 
The justice of your hearts will thereto add 
‘Tis pity she’s not honest, honourable:’ 

Praise her but for this her without-door form,— 
Which, on my faith deserves high speech,—and 
straight 69 

The shrug, the hum or ha, these petty brands 
That calumny doth use,—O, I am out!— 
That mercy does, for calumny will sear 72 

Virtue itself: these shrugs, these hums and ha’s. 
When you have said ’she’s goodly,’ come be¬ 
tween. 

Ere you can say‘she’s honest.* Butbe’tknown, 
From him that has most cause to grieve it 
should be, 76 

She ’8 an adulteress. 

Her. Should a villain say so. 

The most replenish’d villain in the world. 

He were as much more villain: you, my lord. 
Do but mistake. 

Leon. You have mistook, my lady, 80 
Polixenesfor Leontes. O thou thing! 


With violent hefts. I have drunk, and seen the Privy to none of this. How will this grieve you 

44 When you shall come to clearer knowledge that 
You thus have publish’d me! Gentle my lord, 97 
You scarce can right me throughly then to say 
You did mistake. 

Leon. No; if I mistake 

In those foundations which I build upon, 100 
The centre is not big enough to bear 
A schoolboy’s top. Away with her to prison! 
He who shall speak for her is afar off guilty 
But that he speaks. 

Her. There’s some ill planet reigns: 104 
I must be patient till the heavens look 
With an aspect more favourable. Good my 
lords, 

I am not prone to weeping, as our sex 
Commonly are; the want of which vain dew 108 
Perchance shall dry your pities; but I have 
That honourable grief lodg’d here which bums 
Worse than tears drown. Beseech you all, my 
lords. 

With thoughts so qualified as your charities 112 
Shall best Instruct you, measure me; and so 
The king’s will be perform’d! 

Leon. [To the Guards.] Shall I be heard? 
Her. Who is’t that goes with me? Beseech 
your highness. 

My women may be with me; for you see rr« 
My plight requires it. Do not weep, good fools; 
There is no cause: when you shall know your 
mistress 

Has deserv’d prison, then abound in tears 
As I come out; this action I now go on 120 
Is for my better grace. Adieu, my lord: 

I never wish’d to see you sorry; now 
I trust I shall. My women, come; you have 
leave. 

Leon. Go, do our bidding: hence 1 124 

[Exeunt Queen guarded, and Ladies. 
First Lord. Beseech your highness call the 
queen again. 

Ant. Be certain what you do, sir, lest your 
justice 

Prove violence: in the which three great ones 
suffer. 

Yourself, your queen, your son. 

First Lord. For her, my lord, 12S 

I dare my life lay down, and will do’t, sir, 
Please you to accept it,—that the queen is spot¬ 
less 

I’ the eyes of heaven and to you: I mean, 

In this which you accuse her. 
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Ant. If it prove 332 

She’s otherwise. I'll keep my stables where 
I lodge my wife; I'll go in couples with her; 
Than when I feel and see her no further trust 
her; 

For every inch of woman in the world, 136 
Ay, every dram of woman's Sesh is false. 

If she be. 

Leon. Hold your peaces! 

First Lord. Good my lord,— 

Ant. It is for you we speak, not for ourselves. 
You are abus’d, and by some putter-on 140 
That will be damn’d for’t; would I knew the 
villain, 

I would land-damn him. Be she honour- 
flaw’d,— 

I have three daughters; the eldest is eleven. 
The second and the third, nine and some five; 144 
If this prove true, they'll pay for’t; by mine 
honour. 

I’ll geld them all; fourteen they shall not see, 
To bring false generations: they are co-heirs; 
And I had rather glib myself than they 148 
Should not produce fair issue. 

Leon. Cease! no more. 

You smell this business with a sense as cold 
As is a dead man’s nose; but I do see’t and feel’t. 
As you feel doing thus, and see withal 132 
The instruments that feel. 

Ant. If it be so. 

We need no grave to bury honesty: 

There's not a grain of it the face to sweeten 
Of the whole dungy earth. 

Leon. What! lack I credit? 156 

First Lord. I had rather you did lack than I, 
my lord. 

Upon this ground; and more it would content 
me 

To have her honour true than your suspicion. 
Be blam’d for’t how you might. 

Leon. Why, what need we >60 

Commune with you of this, but rather follow 
Our forceful instigation ? Our prerogative 
Calls not your counsels, but our natural good¬ 
ness 

Imparts this; which if you,—or stupified 164 
Or seeming so in skill,—cannot or will not 
Relish a truth like us, inform yourselves 
We need no more of your advice: the matter, 
The loss, the gain, the ordering on’t, is all 168 
Properly ours. 

Ant. And I wish, my liege, 

You had only in your silent judgment tried it. 
Without more overture. 

Leon. How could that be? 

Either thou art most ignorant by age, 172 
Or thou wert born a fool. Camillo’s flight. 
Added to their familiarity. 

Which was as gross as ever touch’d conjecture. 
That lack’d tight only, nought for approba¬ 
tion 

But only seeing, all other circumstances 177 
M ade to the deed, doth push on this pro- 

Yet, for a greater confirmation,— 

in an act of this importance ’twere iso 


Most piteous to be wild,—I have dispatch’d in 
post 

To sacred Delphos, to Apollo’s temple, 
Qeomenes and Dion, whom you know 
Of stuff’d sufficiency. Now, from the oracle 184 
They will bring all; whose spiritual counsel had, 
ShaU stop or spur me. Have I done well? 

First Lord. Well done, my lord. 

Leon. Though I am satisfied and need no 
more 188 

Than what I know, yet shall the oracle 
Give rest to the minds of others, such as he 
Whose ignorant credulity will not 
Come up to the truth. So have we thought it 
good 392 

From our free person she should be confin’d. 
Lest that the treachery of the two fled hence 
Be left her to perform. Come, follow us: 

We are to speak in public; for this business 196 
Will raise us all. 

Ant. [Aside.] To laughter, as I take it. 

If the good truth were known. [Exeunt. 


Scene II .—The Same. The outer Room of a 
Prison. 

Enter Paulina and Attendants. 

Paul. The keeper of the prison, call to him; 
Let him have knowledge who I am.— [Exit an 
Attendant.] Good lady. 

No court in Europe is too good for due; 
What dost thou then in prison? 


Re-enter Attendant with the Gaoler. 

Now, good sir, 4 

You know me, do you not? 

Gaol. Fat a worthy lady 

And one whom much I honour. 

Paul. Pray yon then. 

Conduct me to the queen. 

Gaol. I may not, madam: to the contrary s 
I have express commandment. 

Paul. Here’s ado. 

To lock up honesty and honour from 
The access of gentle visitors! Is’t lawful, pray 

_ y° u * 

To see her women ? any of them ? Emilia ? is 

Gaol. So please you, madam, 

To put apart these your attendants, I 
Shall bring Emilia forth. 

Paul. I pray now, call her. 

Withdraw yourselves. [Exeunt Attendants. 

Gaol. And madam, 16 

I must be present at your conference. 

Paul. Well, be’t so, prithee. [Exit Gaoler. 
Here’s such ado to make no stain a stain. 

As passes colouring. 


Re-enter Gaoler, with emuja. 

Dear gentlewoman, 20 
How fares our gracious lady? 

Emil. As well as one so great and so forlorn 
May hold together. On her frights and griefs,— 
Which never tender lady hath borne greater,— 
She is so m e thin g before her time deliver’d. 25 
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Pout. A boy? 

Emit. A daughter; and a goodly babe. 

Lusty and like to live: the queen receives 
Much comfort in’t; says, ‘ My poor prisoner, it 
I am innocent as you.’ 

Paul. I dare be sworn: 

These dangerous unsafe lunes 1 ’ the king, bo- 
shrew them I 

He must be told on’t, and he shall: the office 
Becomes a woman best; I’ll take't upon me. n 
If 1 prove honey-mouth’d, let my tongue blister, 
And never to my red-look’d anger be 
The trumpet any more. Pray you, Emilia, 
Commend my best obedience to the queen: 36 
If she dares trust me with her little babe, 

I’ll show it to the king and undertake to be 
Her advocate to the loud’st. We do not know 
How he may soften at the sight of the child: 40 
The silence often of pure innocence 
Persuades when speaking fails. 

Emit. Most worthy madam. 

Your honour and your goodness is so evident 
That your free undertaking cannot miss 44 
A thriving issue: there is no lady living 
So meet for this great errand. Please your lady¬ 
ship 

To visit the next room. I’ll presently 
Acquaint the queen of your most noble offer, 4* 
Who but to-day hammer’d of this design. 

But durst not tempt a minister of honour. 

Lest she should be denied. 

Paul. Tell her, Emilia, 

ril use that tongue I have: if wit Sow from’t s* 
As boldness from my bosom, let it not be 
doubted 
I shall do good. 

Emil. Now be you blest for itl 

I'll to the queen. Please you, come something 
nearer. 

Gaol. Madam, if’t please the queen to send 
the babe, SO 

I know not what I shall incur to pass it. 
Having no warrant. 

Paul. You need not fear it, sir: 

The child was prisoner to the womb, and is 
By law and process of great nature thence 60 
Freed and enfranchis’d; not a party to 
The anger of the king, nor guilty of. 

If any be, the trespass of the queen. 

Gaol. 1 do believe it. 64 

Paul. Do not you fear: upon mine honour, I 
WUl stand betwixt you and danger. [ Exeunt. 


Scene HI .—The Same. A Room in the 
Palace. 

Biter leontes, antigonus. Lords, and other 
Attendants. 

Leon. Nor night, nor day, no rest; it is but 
weakness 

To bear the matter thus; mere weakness. If 
The cause were not in being,—part o’ the cause. 
She the adulteress: lor the harlot king 4 
Is quite beyond mine arm, out of the plank 
And level of my brain, plot-proof; but she 


I can hook tome: say, that she were gone. 
Given to the fire, a moiety of my rest * 
Might come to me again. Who's there? 

First Atten. [Advancing .] My lord? 

Leon. How does the boy? 
first Atten. He took good rest to-night; 
Tis hop'd his sickness is discharg’d. 

Leon. To see his noblenessl is 

Conceiving the dishonour of his mother. 

He straight declin’d, droop’d, took it deeply. 
Fasten'd and fix’d the shame on’t in himself, 
Threw off his spirit, his appetite, Ids sleep, 16 
And downright languish’d. Leave me solely: 
go. 

See how he fares. [Exit Attendant.]—Fie, fie I 
no thought of him; 

The very thought of my revenges that way 
Recoil upon me: in himself too mighty, so 

And in his parties, his alliance; let him be 
Until a time may serve: for present vengeance, 
Take it on her. CamiUo and Polixenes 
Laugh at me; make their pastime at my sor¬ 
row: S 4 

They should not laugh, ifl could reach them, nor 
Shall she within my power. 

Enter pauuna, with a Child. 

First Lord. You must not enter. 

Paul. Nay, rather, good my lords, be second 
to me: 

Fear you his tyrannous passion more, alas, *S 
Than the queen’s life? a gracious innocent soul. 
More free than he is Jealous. 

Ant. That’s enough. 

Sec. Atten. Madam, he hath not slept to¬ 
night; commanded 
None should come at him. 

Paul. Not so hot, good sir; 3* 

I come to bring him sleep. ’Tis such as you. 
That creep like shadows by him and do sigh 
At each bis needless hearings, such as you 
Nourish the cause of his awaking: I 3$ 

Do come with words as med'etaal as true. 
Honest as either, to purge him of that humour 
That presses him from sleep. 

Leon. What noise there, ho? 

Paul. No noise, my lord; but needful confer¬ 
ence 4 ° 

About some gossip 3 for your Highness, 

Leon. Howl 

Away with that audacious ladyl Antigonus, 

I charg’d thee that she should not come about 
me: 

I knew she would. 

Ant. I told her so, my lord, 44 

On your displeasure’s peril, and on mine. 

She should not visit you. 

Leon. What I canst not rule her? 

Paul. From all dishonesty he can: in this. 
Unless he take the course that you have done. 
Commit me for committing honoui, trust it, 49 
He shall not rule me. 

Ant. La you now I you hear; 

When she will take the rein I let her run; 

But she'll not stumble. 

Paul. Good my liege, I come, ja 
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And I beseech yon, hear me, who proftesea 
Myself your loyal servant, your physician. 
Your most obedient counsellor, yet that dams 
Less appear so in comforting your evils 56 
Than such as most seem yours: I say, I come 
From your good queen. 

Leon. Good queen! 

Paul. Good queen, my lord, good queen; I 
say, good queen; 

And would by combat make her good, so were I 
A man, the worst about you. 

Leon. Force her hence. 61 

Paul. Let him that makes but trifles of his 
eyes 

First hand me: on mine own accord I’ll off; 
But first I’ll do my errand. The good queen, 64 
For she is good, hath brought you form a 
daughter: 

Hem ‘tu; commends it to your blessing. 

[Laying down the Child. 
Leon. Out! 

A mankind witch! Hence with her, out o* door: 
A most intelligencing bawd! 

Paul. Not so; 68 

I am as ignorant in that as you 
In so emitting me, and no less honest 
Than you are mad; which is enough. Til 
warrant. 

As this world goes, to pass for honest. 

Leon. Traitors! 7z 

Will you not push her out? Give her the 
bastard. 

[ 7 b antigonus. ) Thou dotard! thou art woman- 
tir'd, unroosted 

By thy dame Partlet here. Take up the bastard; 
Take’t up, I say; give’t to thy crone. 

Paul. For ever 76 

Unvenerable be thy hands, If thou 
Tak’st up the princess by that forced baseness 
Which he has put upon’t! 

Leon. He dreads his wife. 

Paul. So I would you did; then, ’twere past 
all doubt, 80 

You’d call your children yours. 

Leon. A nest of traitors! 

Ant. I am none, by this good light. 

Paul. Nor I; nor any 

But one that's here, and that’s himself; for he 
The sacred honour of himself, his queen’s, 84 
His hopeful 3on’s, his babe's, betrays to slander. 
Whose sting is sharper than the sword’s; and 
will not,— 

For, as the case now stands, it is a curse 
He cannot be compet'd to’t,—once remove 88 
The root of his opinion, which is rotten 
As ever oak or stone was sound. 

Leon. A callat 

Of boundless tongue, who late hath beat her 
husband 

And now baits me! This brat is none of mine; 
It is the issue of Polixenes: 93 

Hence with it; and, together with the dam 
Conpnit them to the fire! 

Paul. It is yours; 

And. might we lay the old proverb to your 
charge, 96 
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‘So like you, ’ds the worse.’ Behold, my lords. 
Although the print be little, the whole matter 
And copy of the father; eye, nose, lip. 

The tridt of’s frown, his forehead, nay, the 
valley, im 

The pretty dimples of his chin and cheek, hi* 
smiles. 

The very mould and frame of hand, nail, finger: 
And thou, good goddess Nature, which hast 
made it 

So like to him that got it, if thou hast / / 104 
The ordering of the mind too, ’mougst all 
colours 

No yellow in’t; lest she suspect, as he does. 
Her children not her husband’s. 

Leon. A gross hag! 

And, lozel, thou art worthy to be bang’d, 108 
That wilt not stay her tongue. 

Ant. Hang all the husbands 

That cannot do that feat, you’ll leave yourself 
Hardly one subject. 

Leon. Once more, take her hence. 

Paul. A most unworthy and unnatural lord 
Can do no more. 

Leon. 1 ’U ha’ thee bum’d. 

Paul. I care not: 

It is a heretic that makes the fire, 

Not she which bums in’t. I’ll not call you 
tyrant; 

But this most cruel usage of your queen,— n6 
Not able to produce more accusation 
Than your own weak-hing’d fancy,—something 
savours 

Of tyranny, and will ignoble make you. 

Yea, scandalous to the world. 

Leon. On your allegiance, no 

Out of the chamber with her! Were I a tyrant. 
Where were her life? she durst not call me so 
If she did know me one. Away with her! 

Paul. I pray you do not push me; I’ll be 
gone. is4 

Look to your babe, my lord; ’Us yours: Jove 
send ner 

A better guiding spirit I What need these hands? 
You, that are thus so tender o’er his follies. 
Will never do him good, not one of yon. ns 
So, so: farewell; we are gone. [Exit. 

Leon.! Thou, traitor, hast set on thy wife to 
fhisj 

My ciiild! away with’t!—even thou, that hast 
A heart so tender o’er it, take if hence 53a 
And see it instantly consum'd with fire: 

Even thou and none but thou. Take it up 
straight: 

Within this hour bring me word ’tis done,— 
And by good testimony,—or Til seize thy life. 
With what thou else cafl’st thine. If thou refuse 
And wilt encounter with my wTath, say so; 
The bastard brains with these my proper hands 
Shall I dash out. Go, take it to the fire; 140 
For thou sett’st on thy wife. 

Ant. I did not, sir: 

These lords, my noble fellows, if they please; 
Can clear me in’t 

First Lord. We can, my royal liege. 

He is not guilty of her coming hither. 144 
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Leon. You an liars all. An hour since: Cleomenes and Dion. 


First Lord. Beseech your highness, give us 
better credit: 

We have always truly serv’d you, and beseech 
you 

So to esteem of ussand on our knees we beg, 148 
As recompense of our dear services 
Past and to come, that you do change this 
purpose, 

Which being so horrible, so bloody, must 
Lead on to some foul issue. We all kneel. 152 
Leon. I am a feather for each wind that blows. 
Shall I live on to see this bastard kneel 
And call me father? Better burn it now 
Than curse it then. But, be it; let it live: 156 
It shall not neithe.-.— [To antioonus.] You, 
sir, come you hither; 

You that have been so tenderly officious 
With Lady Margery, your midwife there. 

To save this bastard’s life,—for 'tis a bastard, 
So sure as thy beard’s grey,—what will you 
adventure 161 

To save this brat’s life? 

Ant. Any thing, my lord, 

That my ability may undergo. 

And nobleness impose: at least, thus rmfch: 164 
m pawn the little blood which I have left. 

To save the innocent: any thing possible. 
Leon. It shall be possible. Swear by this 
sword 

Thou wilt perform my bidding. 

Ant. I will, my lord. 16* 

Leon. Mark and perform it,—seest thou!— 
for the fail 

Of any point in’t shall not only be 
Death to thyself, but to thy lewd-tongu’d wife, 
Whom for this time we pardon. We enjoin thee, 
As thou art liegeman to us, that thou carry 173 
This female bastard hence; and that thou bear it 
To some remote and desart place quite out 
Of our dominions; and that there thou leave it, 
Without more mercy, to its own protection, 777 
Andfavour of the climate. As by strange fortune 
It came to us, I do in justice charge thee. 

On thy soul’s peril and thy body’s torture, 180 
That thou commend it strangely to some place. 
Where chance may nurse or end it Take it up. 
Ant. I swear to do this, though a present 
death 

Had been more merciful. Come on, poor babe: 
Some powerful spirit instruct the kites and 
ravens > 8 $ 

To be thy nurses! Wolves and bears, they say. 
Casting their savageness aside have done 
like offices of pity. Sir, be prosperous 188 
In more than this deed doth require! And 
blessing 

Against tins cruelty fight on thy side. 

Poor thing, condemn’d to loss! 

[Exit with the Child. 
Leon. No; 1 ’U not rear 

Another’s issue. 

Enter a Servant 

Sirs. Please your highness, posts 

From those you tent to the oracle are come 


Being well arriv’d from Delphos, are both 
landed, 

Hasting to the court. 

First Lord. So please you, sir, their speed 
Hath been beyond account. 

Leon. Twenty-three days 

They have been absent: ’tis good speed; foretells 
The great Apollo suddenly will have 199 
The truth of this appear. Prepare you, lords; 
Summon a session, that we may arraign 
Our most disloyal lady; for, as she hath 
Been publicly accus'd, so shall she have 
A just and open trial. While she lives 204 
My heart will be a burden to me. Leave me, 
And think upon my bidding. [Exeunt. 


ACT in 

Scene I. —A Sea-port in Sicilia. 

Enter CLEOMENES and DION. 

Cleo. The climate’s delicate, the air most 
sweet. 

Fertile the isle, the temple much surpassing 
The common praise it bears. 

Dion. I shall report, 

For most it caught me, the celestial habits,— 4 
Methinks I so should term them,—and the 
reverence 

Of the grave wearers. O. the sacrifice! 

How ceremonious, solemn, and unearthly 
It was i’ the offering! 

Cleo. But of all, the burst 8 

And the ear-deafening voice o’ the oracle. 

Kin to Jove’s thunder, so surpris’d my sense. 
That I was nothing. 

Dion. If the event o' the journey 

Prove as successful to the queen,—O.be’t so!— 
As it hath been to us rare, pleasant, speedy, 13 
The time is worth the use on’t. 

Cleo. Great Apollo 

Turn all to the best! These jiroclamatiois. 

So forcing faults upon Hermione, 16 

I little like. 

Dion. The violent carriage of it 
Will clear or end the business: when the oracle, 
Thus by Apollo’s great divine seal’d up. 

Shall the contents discover, something rare 10 
Even then will rush to knowledge.—Go:— 
fresh horses) 

And gracious be the issue 1 [Exeunt. 


Scene H. — Sicilia. A Court of Justice. 
leontes, Lords, and Officers. 

Leon. This sessions, to our great grief we 
pronounce, 

Even pushes ’gainst our heart: the party tried 
The daughter of a king, our wife, and one 
Of us too much belov d. Let us be clear’d 4 
Of being tyrannous, since we so openly 
Proceed in justice, which shall have due course. 
Even to the guilt or the purgation. 

Produce the prisoner. 


t 
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Offl. It is hi* highness’ pleasure that the A lady like me; with a love even such, 
queen So and no other, as yourself commanded: 

Appear in person here in court. Silence 1 Which not to have done I think had been in me 
_ , , , Both disobedience and ingratitude 69 

Enter hermione guarded; paulina and Xo you and toward your friend, whose love had 
Ladies attending. spoke, 

Leon. Read the indictment. xx Even since it could speak, from an infant, freely 

Offi, Hermione , queen to the worthy Leontes , That it was yours. Now, for conspiracy, 7a 


A mg Of oicuta. muu uri ncre accusea aria 
arraigned of high treason, in committing 
adultery with Polixenes, King of Bohemia, and 
conspiring with Camilla to take away the life of 
our sovereign lord the king, thy royal husband: 
the pretence whereof being by circumstances 
partly laid open, thou, Hermione, contrary to 
the faith ana allegiance of a true subject, didst 
counsel and aid them, for their better safety, to 
fly away by night. 

Her. Since what I am to say must be but that 
Which contradicts my accusation, and 24 
The testimony on my part no other 
But what comes from myself, it shall scarce 
boot me 

To say ‘Not guilty:’ mine integrity 
Being counted falsehood, shall, as I express it. 
Be so receiv’d. But thus: if powers divine 29 
Behold our human actions, as they do, 

I doubt not then but innocence shall make 
False accusation blush, and tyranny 32 

Trembleatpatience. You,mylord,bestknow,— 
Who least will seem to do so,—my past life 
Hath been as continent, as chaste, as true. 

As 1 am now unhappy; which is more 36 
Than history can pattern, though devis’d 
And play’d to take spectators. For behold me, 
A fellow of the royal bed, which owe 
A moiety of the throne, a great king's daughter. 
The mother to a hopeful prince, here standing 
To prate and talk for life and honour ’fore 
Who please to come and hear. For life, I prize it 
As I weigh grief, which I would spare: for 
honour, 44 

Tis a derivative from me to mine, 

And only that I stand for. I appeal 
To your own conscience, sir, before Polixenes 
Came to your court, how I was in your grace, 48 
How merited to be so; since he came, 

With what encounter so uncurrent I 
Have strain’d, to appear thus: if one jot beyond 
The bound of honour, or in act or will 52 
That way inclining, harden’d be the hearts 
Of all that hear me, and my near’st of kin 
Cry fie upon my gravel 

Leon. I ne'er heard yet 

That any of these bolder vices wanted 5* 
Less impudence to gainsay what they did 
Than to perform it first. 

Her. That’s true enough; 

Though 'tis a saying, sir, not due to me. 

Leon. You will not own it. 

„ Her. More than mistress of 60 

Which comes to me in name of fault, I must not 
At all acknowledge. For Polixenes,— 

With whom I am accus’d,—I do confess 
1 lov’d him as in honour he requir’d, *4 
With such a kind of love as might become 
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For me to try how: all X know of it 
Is that Camillo was an honest man; 

And why he left your court, the gods themselves. 
Wotting no more than I, are ignorant. 77 
Leon. You knew ofhis departure, as you know 
What you have underta’en to do in’s absence. 

Her. Sir, 80 

You speak a language that I understand not: 
My life stands in the level of your dreams, 
Which I’ll lay down. 

Leon. Your actions are my dreams: 

You had a bastard by Polixenes, 84 

And I but dream’d it As you were past all 
shame,— 

Those of your fact are so,—so past all truth: 
Which to deny concerns more than avails; for as 
Thy brat hath been cast out, like to itself, 88 
No father owning it,—which is, indeed, 

More criminal in thee than it,—so thou 
Shalt feel our justice, in whose easiest passage 
Look for no less than death. 

Her. Sir, spare your threats: 92 

The bug which you would fright me with I seek. 
To me can life be no commodity: 

The crown and comfort of my life, your favour, 
I do give lost; for I do feel it gone, 96 

But know not how it went. My second joy, 
And first-fruits of my body, from his presence 
I am barr’d, like one infectious. My third 
comfort, 

Starr’d most unluckily, is from my breast, too 
The innocent milk in its most innocent mouth. 
Hal’d out to murder: myself on every post 
Proclaim’d a strumpet: with immodest hatred 
The child-bed privilege denied, which ’longs 104 
To women of all fashion: lastly, hurried 
Here to this place, i’ the open air, before 
I have got strength of limit. Now, my liege, 
Tell me what blessings I have here alive, 108 
That I should fear to die? Therefore proceed. 
But yet hear this; mistake me not; no life, 

I prize it not a straw:—but for mine honour. 
Which I would free, if I shall be condemn'd tta 
Upon surmises, all proofs sleeping else 
But what your jealousies awake, I tell yon 
’Tis rigour and not law. Your honours all, 

I do refer me to the oracle: 11S 

Apollo be my judge! 

First Lord. This your request 

Is altogether just: therefore, bring forth, 

And in Apollo’s name, his oracle. 

{Exeunt certain Officers. 
Her. The Emperor of Russia was my father: 
Ol that he were alive, and here beholding 121 
His daughter’s trial; that he did but see 
The flatness of my misery; yet with eyes 
Of pity, not revenge! 224 
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[act m 


Re-enter Officers, with cleomenes and dion. 
Off You here shall (wear upon this sword 
of justice. 

That you, Cleomenes and Dion, have 
Been both at Delphos, and from thence have 
brought 

This seal d-up oracle, by the hand deliver'd 12S 
Of great Apollo’s priest, and that since then 
You have not dard to break the holy seal. 
Nor read the secrets in’h 

Dion. ) AB this we swear. 

Leon. Break up the seals, and read. 133 
Offi. Hermione is chaste; Polixenes blame¬ 
less; Camilla a true subject; Leontes a jealous 
tyrant; his innocent babe truly begotten; and 
the king shall live without an heir if that which 
is lost be not found I 137 

Lords. Now blessed be the great Apollo 1 
Her. Praised! 

Leon. Hast thou read truth? 

Offi. Ay, my lord; even so 

As it is here set down. 14a 

Leon. There is no truth at all i' the oracle: 
The sessions shall proceed: this is mere false¬ 
hood. 


Enter a Servant. 

Serr. My lord the king, the king! 

Leon. What is the business? 

Serv. Osir! I shall be hated to report it: 144 
The prince your ton, with mere conceit and 
fear 

Of the queen's speed, is gone. 

Leon. Howl gone! 

Serf. Is dead. 

Leon. Apollo’s angry; and the heavens 
themselves 

Do strike at my injustice, [hermione swoons. 

How now. there! 148 
Paul. This news is mortal to the queen:— 
look down. 

And see what death is doing. 

Leon. Take her hence: 

Her heart is but o’ercharg’d; she will recover: 
I have too much believ’d mine own suspicion: 
Beseech you, tenderly apply to her 153 

Some remedies for life.— 

l Exeunt Paulina, and Ladies, with her¬ 
mione. 

Apollo, pardon 
My great profaneness 'gainst thine oracle! 

I’ll reconcile me to Polixenes, 156 

New woo my queen, recall the good Camillo, 
Whom I proclaim a man of truth, of mercy; 
For, being transported by my jealousies 
To bloody thoughts and to revenge, I chose 160 
Camillo for the minister to poison 
My friend Polixenes: which had been done. 
But that the good mind of Camillo tardied 
My swift command; though I with death and 
With 164 

Reward did threaten and encourage him. 

Not doing it, and being done: be, most humane 
And fill’d with honour, to my kingly guest 
Unclasp’d my practice, quit his fortunes here, 16I 


Which you knew great, and to the certain hazard 
Of all incertainties himself commended. 

No richer than his honour: how he glisters 
Thorough my rust! and how his piety 173 
Does my deeds make the blacker! 

Re-enter Paulina. 

Paul Woe the while! 

O, cut my lace, lest my heart, cracking it. 
Break too! 

First Lord. What fit is this, good lady? 
Paul. What studied torments, tyrant, hast 
for me? 176 

What wheels? racks? fires? What Baying? or 
what boiling 

In leads, or oils? what old or newer torture 
Must I receive, whose every word deserves 
To taste of thy most worst? Thy tyranny, 180 
Together working with thy jealousies, 

Fancies too weak for boys, too green and idle 
For girls of nine, O t think what they have done. 
And then run mad indeed, stark mad; for all 184 
Thy by-gone fooleries were but spices of it 
That thou betray'dst Polixenes, ’twas nothing; 
That did but show thee of a fool, inconstant 
And damnable ingrateful; nor was’t much 188 
Thou wouldst have poison'd good Camiilo’s 
honour 

To have him kin a king; poor trespasses. 
More monstrous standing by: whereof I reckon 
The casting forth to crows thy baby daughter 193 
To be or none or little; though a devil 
Would have shed water out of fire ere done’t; 
Nor is’t directly laid to thee, the death 
Of the young prince, whose honourable 
thoughts,— <96 

Thoughts high for one so tender,—deft the heart 
That could conceive a gross and foolish sire 
Blemish'd his gradous dam: this is not, no. 
Laid to thy answer: but the last,—O lordsl 200 
When I have said, cry, ' woe!'—the queen, the 
queen. 

The sweetest, dearest creature?* dead, and ven¬ 
geance for't 
Not dropp’d down yet. 

First Lord. The higher powers forbid! 
Paul. I say she’s dead; I’ll swear’t: if word 
nor oath 304 

Prevail not, go and see: if you can bring 
Tincture or lustre in her lip, her eye. 

Heat outwardly, or breath within. I’ll serve you 
As I would do the gods. But, O thou tyrant 1308 
Do not repent these things, for they are heavier 
Than all thy woes can stir; therefore betake thee 
To nothing but despair. A thousand knees 
Ten thousand years together, naked, fasting, 313 
Upon a barren mountain, and still winter 
In storm perpetual, could not move the god* 
To look that way thou wert 
Leon. Go on, go on; 

Thou const not speak too much: I have deserv’d 
All tongues to talk their bitterest 
First Lord. Say no more: 317 

Howe’er the business goes, you have made fault 
I’ the boldness of your speech. 

Paul I am sorry for’t: 
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All faults I make, when I shall come to know 
them, 22c 

I do repent. Alas! I have shcw’d too much 
The rashness of a woman: he is touch'd 
To the noble heart. What’s gone and what’s 
past help 

Should be past grief: do not receive affliction 224 
At my petition; I beseech you, rather 
Let me be punish'd, that have minded you 
Ofwhat you should forget. Now, good my liege. 
Sir, royal sir, forgive a foolish woman: 22s 

The love I bore your queen,—lo, fool again!— 
I’ll speak of her no more, nor of your children; 
I’ll not remember you of my own lord. 

Who is lost too: take your patience to you, 232 
And I’ll say nothing. 

Leon. Thou didst speak but well. 

When most the truth, which 1 receive much 
better 

Than to be pitied of thee. Prithee, bring me 
To the dead bodies of my queen and son: 236 
One grave shall be for bom: upon them shall 
The causes of their death appear, unto 
Our shame perpetual. Once a day I’ll visit 
The chapel where they lie, and tears shed there 
Shall be my recreation: so long as nature 241 
Will bear up with this exercise, so long 
I daily vow to use it. Come and lead me 
Unto these sorrows. [ Exeunt . 


Scene in.— Bohemia. A desert Country near 
the Sea. 


Enter anttoonijs, with the Child; and a 
Mariner. 

Ant. Thou art perfect, then, our ship hath 
touch’d upon 
The desaxts of Bohemia? 

Mar. Ay, my lord; and fear 

We have landed in ill time: the skies look grimly 
And threaten present blusters. In my con¬ 
science, 4 

The heavens with that we have in hand are 


angry, 

And frown upon s. 

Ant. Their sacred wills be done! Go, get 
aboard; 

Look to tby bark: Fll not be long before * 
l call upon thee. 

Mar. Make your best haste, and go not 
Too far i’ the land: ’tis like to be loud weather; 
Besides, this place is famous for the creatures 
Of prey that keep upon’t. 

Ant. Go thou away: ti 

I'll follow instantly. 

Mar. I am glad at heart 

To be so rid of the business. [Exit. 

Ant. Come, poor babe: 

I have heard, but not believ’d, the spirits o' the 
dead 

May walk again :lfsuch thing be, thy mother is 
Appear'd to me last night, for ne’er was dream 
Sqlike a waking. To me comes a creature, 
Sometimes her head on one side, some another; 
I never saw a vessel of like sorrow, 20 

So fill'd, and so becoming: in pure white robes. 


Like very sanctity, she did approach 
My cabin where * lay; thrice bow’d before me, 
And, gasping to begin some speech, her eyes 24 
Became two spouts: the fury spent, anon 
Did this break from her: ‘Good Antigonus, 
Since fate, against thy better disposition. 

Hath made thy person for the thrower-out 28 
Of my poor babe, according to thine oath. 
Places remote enough are in Bohemia, 

There weep and leave it crying; and, for the 
babe 

Is counted lost for ever, Perdita, 32 

I prithee, call’t: for this ungentle business. 

Put on thee by my lord, thou ne’er shall see 
Thy wife Paulina more:’ and so, with shrieks. 
She melted into air. Affrighted much, 36 
I did in time collect myself, and thought 
This was so and no slumber. Dreams are toys; 
Yet for this once, yea, superstitiously, 

I will be squar'd by this. I do believe 40 
Hermionc hath suffer’d death; and that 
Apollo would, this being indeed the issue 
Of King Polixenes, it should here be laid. 
Either for life or death, upon the earth 4s 
Of its right father. Blossom, speed thee well! 

[Laying down Child. 
There lie; and there thy character: there these; 

[Laying down a bundle. 
Which may. If fortune please, both breed thee, 

An<? atilt'rest thine. The storm begins: poor 
wretch! 48 

That for thy mother’s fault art thus expos’d 
To loss and what may follow. Weep I cannot. 
But my heart bleeds, and most accurs’d am I 
To be by oath enjoin’d to this. Farewell! sx 
The day frowns more and more: thou art like 
to have 

A lullaby too rough. I never saw 
The heavens so dim by day. A savage clamour! 
Well may 1 get aboard! This is the chase: $6 
I am gone for ever. [Exit, pursued by a bear. 

Enter a Shepherd. 

Shep. I would there were no age between 
sixteen and three-and-twenty, or that youth 
would sleep out the rest; for there is nothing in 
the between but getting wenches with child, 
wronging the ancientry, stealing, fighting. Hark 
you now! Would any but these boiled brains 
of nineteen and two-and-twenty hunt this wea¬ 
ther? They have scared away two of my best 
sheep; which I fear the wolf will sooner find 
than the master: if anywhere I have them, ’tis 
by the sea-side, browsing of ivy. Good luck, 
an’t be thy will! what have we here? [Taking 
uprAe Child.] Mercy on’s, a bame; a very pretty 
tjamet A boy or a child, I wonder? A pretty 
one;a very pretty one: sure some scape; though 
I am not bookish, yet I can read waiting-gentle¬ 
woman in the scape. This has been some 
stair-work, some tnnk-work, some behind-door- 
work; they were wanner that got this than the 
poor thing is here. I’ll take it up for pity; yet 
I’ll tarry till my son come; he hollaed but even 
now. Whoa, ho, boa! 79 
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Enter Clown. 

Clo. Hilloa, loal 
Shep. What! art so neat'! If thou’It see a 
thing to talk on when thou att dead and rotten, 
come hither. What ailest thou, maul 83 
Clo. I have seen two such sights by sea and 
by land! but I am not to say it is a sea, for it is 
now the sky: betwixt the firmament and it you 
cannot thrust a bodkin’s point. 

Shep. Why, boy, how is it? 88 

Clo. 1 would you did but see how it chafes, 
how it rages, how it takes up the shore! but 
that’s not to the point. O! the most piteous 
cry of the poor souls; sometimes to see ’em, 
and not to see ’em; now the ship boring the 
moon with her mainmast, and anon swallowed 
with yest and froth, as you’d thrust a cork into 
a hogshead. And then for the land-service: to 
see how the bear tore out his shoulderbone; 
how he cried to me for help and said his name 
was Antigonus, a nobleman. But to make an 
end oftheship:toseehowthesea flap-dra goned 
it: but, first, how the poor souls roared, and the 
sea mocked them; and how the poor gentleman 
roared, and the bear mocked him, both roaring 
louder than the sea or weather. 104 

Shep. Name of mercy! when was this, boy? 
Clo. Now, now; I have not winked since I 
saw these sights: the men are not yet cold under 
water, nor the bear half dined on the gentle¬ 
man: he’s at it now. 109 

Shep. Would I had been by, to have helped 
the old man! 

Clo. I would you had been by the ship’s side, 
to have helped her: there your charity would 
have lacked footing. 114 

Shep. Heavy matters! heavy matters! but 
look thee here, boy. Now bless thyself: thou 
mettest with things dying, I with things new 
bom. Here’s a sight for thee: look thee, a 
bearing-cloth for a squire’s child 1 Look thee 
here: take up, take up, boy; open’t. So, let’s 
see: it was told me, I should be rich by the 
fairies: this is some changeling.—Open’t. 
What’s within, boy? 123 

Clo. You’re a made old man: if the sins of 
your youth are forgiven you, you’re well to 
live. Gold! all gold! 

Shep. This is fairy gold, boy, and'twill prove 
so: up with’t, keep it close: home, home, the 
next way. We are lucky, boy; and to be so 
still, requires nothing but secrecy. Let my 
sheep go. Come, good boy, the next way home. 

Clo. Go you the next way with your findings. 
I’ll go see if the bear be gone from the gentle¬ 
man, and how much he hath eaten; they are 
never curst but when they are hungry. If there 
be any of him left. I’ll bury it. 136 

Shep. That’s a good deed. If thou mayst 
discern by that which is left of him what he is, 
fetch me to the sight of him. 

Clo. Marry, will I; and you shall help to put 
him i’ the ground. 141 

Shep. ”iis a lucky day, boy, and well do 
good deeds on’t. [ Exeunt. 


ACT IV 

Enter Time, the Chorus. 

Time. /, that please some, try all, both Joy 
and terror 

Of pood and bad, that make end unfold error, 
Now take upon me, in the name of Time, 

To use my wings. Impute it not a crime 4 
To me or my swift passage, that I slide 
O’er sixteen years, and leave the growth untried 
Of that wide gap; since it is in my power 
To o’erthrow law, and in one self-born hour 8 
To plant and o’erwhelm custom. Let me pass 
The same l am, ere ancient'st order was 
Or what is now receiv’d: 1 witness to 
The times that brought them in; so shall / do 
To the freshest things now reigning, and malu 
stale 13 

The glistering of this present, as my tale 
Now seems to it. Your patience this allowing, 

I turn my glass and give my scene such grow¬ 
ing 16 

/is you had slept between. Leontes leaving,— 
The effects of his fond jealousies so grieving. 
That he shuts up himself,—imagine me. 

Gentle spectators, that l now may be ae 

In fair Bohemia; and remember well, 

I mention'd a son o’ the king’s, which Florizel 
/ now name to you; and with speed so pace 
To speak of Perdita, now grown in grace S 4 
Equal with wondering: what of her ensues 
I list not prophesy; but let Time’s news 
Be known when ’tis brought forth. A shepherd's 
daughter. 

And what to her adheres, which follows after. 
Is th’ argument of Time. Of this allow, 29 

If ever you have spent time worse ere now: 

If never, yet that Time himself doth say 
He wishes earnestly you never may. [Exit. 


SCENE I. — Bohemia. A Room in the Palace of 
POLDCENES. 

Enter fouxenes and camtli.o. 

Pol. I pray thee, good Capiillo, be no more 
importunate: ’tis a sickness denying thee any¬ 
thing; a death to grant this. 3 

Cam. It is fifteen years since I saw my 
country: though I have for the most part been 
aired abroad, I desire to lay my bones there. 
Besides, the penitent king, my master, hath sent 
for me: to whose feeling sorrows I might be 
some allay, or I o’erween to think so, which is 
another spur to my departure. 10 

Pol. As thou lovest me, Camillo, wipe not 
out the rest of thy services by leaving me now. 
The need I ha ve of thee thine own goodness hath 
made: better not to have had thee than thus to 
want thee. Thou, having made me businesses 
which none without thee can sufficientlymanage, 
must either stay to execute them thyself or take 
away with thee the very services thou hast done; 
which if I have not enough considered,—as too 
much I cannot,—to be more thankful to thee 
shall be my study, and my profit therein, the 
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heaping friendships. Of that fatal country. My traffic is shosts; when the kite builds, look to 
Sicilia, prithee speak no more, whose very nam- lesser linen. My father named me Autolycus; 
ing punishes me with the remembrance of that who being, as 1 am, littered under Mercury , was 
penitent, as thou callest him, and reconciled likewise a snapper-up of unconsidered trifles, 
king, my brother; whose lossofhis most precious With die and drab I purchased this caparison, 
queen and children are even now to be afresh la- and my revenue is the silly cheat. Gallows and 
snented. Say to me. when sawest thou the Prince knock are too powerful on the highv-ay: beating 
Florizel, my son? Kings are no less unhappy, and hanging are terrors to me: for the lire to 
their issue not being gracious, than they arc in los- come. I sleep out the thought of it. A prize! a 
ing them when they have approved their virtues, prize! ** 

Cam. Sir, it is three days since I saw the - Omm 

prince. What his happier atfairs may be, are to " ,, . , 

me unknown; but I have missingly noted he is Clo. Let me see: Every leyen wether tods, 
of late much retired from court, and is less every tod yields pound and odd shilling: fifteen 
frequent to his princely exercises than formerly hundred shorn, what comes the wool to 7 
hehath appeared. 37 Aut. [Aside.] If the spnnge hold, me cock s 

Pol. I have considered so much, Camillo, and mine. _ 37 


with some care; so far, that I have eyes under 
my service which look upon his removedness; 
from whom I have this intelligence, that he is 
seldom from the house of a most homely shep¬ 
herd; a man, they say, that from very nothing, 
and beyond the imagination of his neighbours, 
is grown into an unspeakable estate. 43 

Cam. I have heard, sir, of such a man, who 
hath a daughter of most rare note: the report of 
her is extended more than can be thought to 
begin from such a cottage. 49 

Pol. That’s likewise part of my intelligence; 
but I fear, the angle that plucks our son thither. 


Clo. Icannotdo’twithoutcompters. Letme 
see; what am I to buy for our sheep-shearing 
feast? ‘Three pound of sugar; five pound of 
currants; rice,’ what will this sister of mine do 
with rice ? But my father hath made her mis¬ 
tress of the feast, and she lays it on. She hath 
made me four-and-twenty nosegays for the 
shearers, three-man song-men all, and very 
good ones; but they are most of them means 
and bases: but one puritan amongst them, and 
he sings psalms to hornpipes. I must have saf¬ 
fron, to colour the warden pies; mace, dates,— 
none; that’s out of my note:—nutmegs seven; a 


Thou shalt accompany us to the place; where race or two of ginger,—but that I may beg,— 
we will, not appearing what we are, have some four pound of prunes, and as many of raisins o 
question with the shepherd; from whose simpli¬ 
city I think it not uneasy to get the cause of my 
son’s resort thither. Prithee, be my present 
partner in this business, and lay aside the 
thoughts of Sicilia. S 8 

Cam. I willingly obey your command. 


Pol. My best Camillo 1 - 
ourselves. 


•We must disguise 
[Exeunt. 


Scene n. —The Same. A Road near the 
Shepherd’s Cottage. 

Enter AUTOLYCUS, singing. 

When daffodils begin to peer. 

With heigh! the doxy, over the dale. 

Why. then comes in the sweet o’the year; 

Fot the red blood reigns in the winter’s pale. 4 
The white sheet bleaching on the hedge, 

With heigh! the sweet birds, O, how they sing! 
Doth set my pugging tooth on edge; 

For a quart of ale is a dish for a king. 8 

The lark, that tirra-lirra chants, ... 

With, heigh! with, heigh! the thrush and the jay. 
Are summer songs for me and my aunts. 

While we lie tumbling in the hay. IS 

I have served Prince Florizel, and In my time 
wore three-pile; but now I am out of service: 

But shall I go mourn for that, my dear? 

The pale moon shines by night; >6 

And when I wander here and there, 

I then do most go right 
If tinkers may have leave to live. 

And bear the sow-akin bowget, to 

Then my account I well may give. 

And fit the stocks avouch it 


the sun. S 3 

Aut. O! that ever I was bom! 

[Grovelling on the ground. 
Clo. V the name of me!— _ 

Aut. O! help me, help me! pluck but off 
these rags, and then death, death! 57 

Clo. Alack, poor soul! thou hast need of 
more rags to lay on thee, rather than have 
these off. 6o 

Aut. O, sir! the loathsomeness of them 
offends me more than the stripes I have re¬ 
ceived, which are mighty ones and millions. 

Clo. Alas, poor man! a million of beating 
may come to a great matter. 6s 

Aut. I am robbed, sir, and beaten; my money 
and apparel ta’en from me, and these detestable 
things put upon me. 68 

Clo. What, by a horseman or a footman? 
Aut. A footman, sweet sir, a footman. 

Clo. Indeed, he should be a footman, by the 
garments he hath left with thee; if this be a 
horseman’s coat, it hath seen very hot service. 
Lend me thy hand, I’ll help thee: come, tend 
me thy hand. [Helping him up. 

Aut. Ol good sir, tenderly, Ol 76 

Clo. Alas, poor soul! 

Aut. O! good sir; softly, good sirl 1 Bar, 
sir, my shoulder-blade is out. 

Clo. How now! canst stand? So 

Aut. Softly, dear sir; [Picks his pocket.] pod 
sir, softly. You ha’done me a charitable office. 

Clo. Dost lack any money? I have a little 
money for thee. ... 84 

Aut. No, good sweet air: no, 1 beseech you. 
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sir. I have a kinsman not past three-quarters of 
a mile hence, unto whom I was going: I shall 
there have money, or anything I want: offer me 
no money, I pray you! that lulls my heart. 89 
Ch. what manner of fellow was he that 
robbed you? 

Aut. A fellow, sir, that I have known to go 
about with trol-my-dames: I knew him once a 
servant of the prince. I cannot tell, good sir, 
for which of his virtues it was, but he was cer¬ 
tainly whipped out of the court. 96 

do. Bis vices, you would say: there’s no 
virtue whipped out of the court: they cherish it, 
to make it stay there, and yet it will no more 
but abide. 100 

Aut. Vices, I would say, sir. I know this man 
well: he hath been since an ape-bearer; then a 
process-server, a bailiff; then he compassed a 
motion of the Prodigal Son, and married a 
tinker’s wife within a mile where my land and 
living lies; and having flown over many knavish 
professions, he settled only in rogue; some call 
him Autolycus. 108 

Clo. Out upon him I Prig, for my life, prig: 
he haunts wakes, fairs, and bear-baitings. 

Aut. Very true, sir; he, sir, he: that's the 
rogue that put me into this apparel. tiz 
do. Not a more cowardly rogue in all 
Bohemia: if you had but looked big and spit 
at him, he’d have run. 

Aut. I must confess to you, sir, I am no 
fighter: I am false of heart that way, and that 
he knew, I warrant him. 118 

do. How do you now? 

Aut. Sweet sir, much better than I was: I 
can stand and walk. I will even take my leave 
of you, and pace softly towards my kinsman’s. 
Clo. Shall I bring thee on the way? 

Aut. No, good-faced sir; no, sweet sir. 124 
do. Then fare thee well: I must go buy 
spices for our sheep-shearing. 

Aut. Prosper you, sweet sir I —[Exit Clown.] 
Your purse is not hot enough to purchase your 
spice. I’ll be with you at your sheep-shearing 
too. If I make not this cheat bring out another, 
and the shearers prove sheep, let me be unrolled, 
and my name put in the book of virtue. 132 

Jog on, jog on. the footpath way. 

And merrily hem the stile-a: 

A merry heart goo all the day. 

Your tad tires in a mile -jl {Exit. 


Scene m .—The Same. A Lawn before the 
Shepherd’s Cottage. 

Enter flopjzel and perdita. 

Flo. These your unusual weeds to each part 
of you 

Do give a life: no shepherdess, but Flora 
Peering in April’s front. This your sheen-shear¬ 
ing 

Is as a meeting of the petty gods, 4 

And you the queen on t. 

Per. Sir. my gracious lord. 

To chide at your extremes it not becomes me: 
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O! pardon, that I name them. Your high self. 
The gracious marko’ the land, you have obscur’d 
With a swain’s wearing, and me, poor lowly 
maid, 9 

Most goddess-Uke prank’d up. But that our 
feasts 

In every mess have folly, and the feeders 
Digest it with a custom, I should blush 12 
To see you so attired,—swoon, I think. 

To show myself a glass. 

Flo. I bless the time 

When my good falcon made her flight across 
Thy father’s ground. 

Per. Now, Jove afford you cause! xS 

To me the difference forges dread; your great¬ 
ness 

Hath not been us’d to fear. Even now I tremble 
To think, your father, by some accident. 
Should pass this way as you did. O, the Fates! 
How would he look, to sec his work, so noble, 21 
Vilely bound up? Whatwouldhesay? Orhow 
Should I, in these my borrow’d flaunts, behold 
The sternness of his presence? 

Flo. Apprehend 24 

Nothing but Jollity. The gods themselves, 
Humbling their deities to love, have taken 
The shapes of beasts upon them: Jupiter 
Became a bull, and bellow’d; the green Neptune 
A ram, and bleated; and the fire-rob’d god, 29 
Golden Apollo, a poor humble swain. 

As I seem now. Their transformations 
Were never for a piece of beauty rarer, 33 
Nor in a way so chaste, since my desires 
Run not before mine honour, nor my lusts 
Bum hotter than my faith. 

Per. O! but, sir. 

Your resolution cannot hold, when ’tis 3* 
Oppos’d, as it must be, by the power of the king. 
One of these two must be necessities. 

Which then will speak, that you must change 
this purpose. 

Or I my life. s- 

Flo. Thou dearest Perdita, 40 

With these forc’d thoughts, I prithee, darken not 
The mirth o’ the feast: or I’ll be thine, my iair. 
Or not my father’s; for I cannot be 
Mine own, nor anything to any, if 44 

I be not thine: to this I am most constant. 
Though destiny say no. Be merry, gentle; 
Strangle such thoughts as these with any thing 
That you behold the while. Your guests are 
coming; 48 

Lift up your countenance, as it were the day 
Of celebration of that nuptial which 
We two have sworn shall cotne. 

Per. O lady Fortune, 

Stand you auspicious! 

Flo. See, your guests approach: 5* 

Address yourself to entertain them sprightly. 
And let’s be red with mirth. 

Enter Shepherd, with pouxenes and camhxo 
disguised ; Clown, mopsa, DORCAS, and Others. 
Shep. Fie, daughter! when my old wife liv'd, 
upon 

•This day she was both pantier, butler, cook; 36 
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Both dame and servant: welcom'd all, serv’d 
all, 

Would sing her song and dance her mm; now 
here. 

At upper end o’ the table, now i’ the middle; 
On his shoulder, and his; her face o’ file 60 
With labour and the thing she took to quench it. 
She would to each one sip. You are retir’d. 

As if you were a feasted one and not 
The hostess of the meeting: pray you, bid 64 
These unknown friends to’s welcome; for it is 
A way to make us better friends, more known. 
Come, quench your blushes and present yourself 
That which you are, mistress o’ the feast: come 
on, 68 

And bid us welcome to your sheep-shearing. 

As your good flock shall prosper. 

Per. [To polixenes.] Sir, welcome: 

It is my father’s will I should take on me 
The hostess-ship o’ the day: — [To camillo.] 
You’re welcome, sir. 72 

Give me those flowers there, Dorcas. Reverend 
sirs. 

For you there’s rosemary and rue; these keep 
Seeming and savour all the winter long: 

Grace and remembrance be to you both, 76 
And welcome to our shearing I 
Pol. Shepherdess,— 

A fair one are you,—well you fit our ages 
With flowers of winter. 

Per. Sir, the year growing ancient. 

Not yet on summer’s death, nor on the birth 80 
Of trembling winter, the fairest flowers o’ the 
season 

Are our carnations, and streak’d gillyvors. 
Which some call nature’s bastards: of that kind 
Our rustic garden ’c barren, and I care not 84 
To get slips of them. 

Pol. Wherefore, gentle maiden. 

Do you neglect them? 

Per. For I have heard it said 

There is an art which in their piedness shares 
With great creating nature. 

Pol. Say there be; 88 

Yet nature is made better by no mean 
But nature makes that mean: so, <• - er that art. 
Which you say adds to nature, is at art 
That nature makes. You see, sweet maid, we 
marry 9* 

A gentler scion to the wildest stock. 

And make conceive a bark of baser kind 
By bud of nobler race: this is an art 
Which does mend nature, change it rather, but 
The art itself is nature. 

Per. So it is. 97 

Pol. Then make your garden rich in gillyvors. 
And do not call them bastards. 

Per. I’ll not put 

The dibble in earth to set one slip of them; too 
No more than, were I painted, I would wish 
This youth should say, ’twere well, and only 
_ therefore 

Desire to breed by me. Here *s flowers for you; 
Hot lavender, mints, savory, marjoram; 104 
The marigold, that goes to bed wi’ the sun. 
And with him rises weeping: these are flowers 


Of middle summer, and I think they are given 
Tomenofmiddleage. You’reverywelcome. 108 
Cam. I should leave grazing, were I of your 
flock. 

And only live by gazing. 

Per. Out, alas! 

You’d be so lean, that blasts of January 
Would blow you through and through. Now, 
my fair’st friend, 112 

I would I had some flowers o’ the spring that 
might 

Become your time of day; and yours, and yours. 
That wear upon your virgin branches yet 
Your maidenheads growing: O Proserpina! 116 
For the flowers now that frighted thou let’st fall 
From Dis’s waggon 1 daffodils, 

That come before the swallow dares, and take 
The winds of March with beauty; violets dim. 
But sweeter than the lids of Juno’s eyes 121 
Or Cytherea’s breath; pale prime-roses, 

That die unmarried, ere they can behold 
Bright Phcebus in his strength, a malady 124 
Most incident to maids ■ bold oxlips and 
The crown imperial; lilies of all kinds. 

The flower-de-luce being one. O! these I lack 
To make you garlands of, and my sweet friend. 
To strew him o’er and o’er! 

Flo. What! like a corse? 129 

Per. No, like a bank for love to lie and play 
on; 

Not like a corse; or if,—not to be buried. 

But quick and in mine arms. Come, take your 
flowers: 13* 

Methinks I play as I have seen them do 
In Whitsun pastorals: sure this robe of mine 
Does change my disposition. 

Flo. What you do 

Still betters what is done. When you speak, 
sweet, « 3 ® 

I’d have you do it ever: when you sing, 

I’d have you buy and sell so; so give alms; 
Pray so; and, for the ordering your affairs. 

To sing them too: when you do dance, I wish 

you 140 

A wave o’ the sea, that you might ever do 
Nothing but that; move still, still so. 

And own no other function: each your doing. 
So singular in each particular, 144 

Crowns what you are doing in the present deed. 
That aU your acts are queens. 

Per. O Doricles! 

Your praises are too large: but that your youth. 
And the true blood which fairly peeps through it. 
Do plainly give you out an unstain’d shepherd, 
With wisdom I might fear, my Doricles, 

You woo’d me the false way. 

Flo. I think you have 

As little skill to fear as I have purpose is* 
To put you to’t. But, come; our dance, I pray. 
Your hand, my Perdita: so turtles pair 
That never mean to part. 

Per. I’ll swear for ’em. 

Pol. This is the prettiest low-born lass that 
ever US 

Ran on the green-sord: nothing she does or 
seems 
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But smacks of something greater than herself; 
Too noble for this place. 

Cam. He tells her something 

That makes her blood look out. Good sooth, 
she is 160 

The queen of curds and cream. 

Clo. Come on, strike up. 

Dor. Mopsa must be your mistress: marry, 
garlic, 

To mend her kissing with. 

Mop. Now, in good time! 

Clo. Not a word, a word: we stand upon our 
manners. 164 

Come, strike up. [Music. Here a dance of Shep¬ 
herds and Shepherdesses. 
Pol. Pray, good shepherd, what fair swain is 
this 

Which dances with your daughter? 

Shep. They call him Doricles, and boasts 
himself 168 

To have a worthy feeding; but I have it 
Upon his own report and I believe it: 

He looks like sooth. He says he loves my 
daughter: 

I think so too; for never gaz’d the moon 17a 
Upon the water as he'll stand and read 
As ’twere my daughter’s eyes; and, to be plain, 
I think there is not half a kiss to choose 
Who loves another best. 

Pol. She dances featly. 176 

Shep. So she does any thing, though I report it 
That should be silent. If young Doricles 
Do light upon her, she shall bring him that 
Which he not dreams of. 180 

Enter a Servant. 

Serv. O master! if you did but hear the pedlar 
at the door, you would never dance again after a 
tabor and pipe; no, the bagpipe could not move 
you. He sings several tunes faster than you’ll 
tell money; he utters them as he had eaten 
ballads and all men’s ears grew to his tunes. 186 
Clo. He could never come better: he shall 
come in: 1 love a ballad but even too well, if it 
be doleful matter merrily set down, or a very 
pleasant thing indeed and sung lamentably. 190 
Serv. He hath songs for man or woman, of ail 
sizes; no milliner can so fit his customers with 
gloves: he has the prettiest love-songs for maids; 
so without bawdry, which is strange; with such 
delicate burthens of dildos and fadings, ‘jump 
her and thump her;* and where some stretch- 
mouthed rascal would, as it were, mean mischief 
and break a foul gap into the matter, he makes 
the maid to answer, ‘Whoop, do me no harm, 
good man;' puts him off. slights him with 
'Whoop, do me no harm, good man.' *01 
Pol. This is a brave fellow. 

Clo. Believe me, thou talkest of an admirable 
conceited fellow. Has he any unbraided wares ? 

Serv. He hath ribands of all the colours i’ 
die rainbow; points more than all the lawyers 
in Bohemia can learnedly handle, though they 
come to him by the gross; inkles, caddisses, 
cambrics, lawns: why, he sings ’em over, as they 
were gods or goddesses. You would think a 


smock were a she-angel, he so chants to the 
sleeve-hand and the work about the square on’t. 

Clo. Prithee, bring him in, and let him ap¬ 
proach singing. 214 

Per. Forewarn him that he use no scurrilous 
words in’s tunes. [Exit Servant. 

Clo. You have of these pedlars, that have 
more in them than you’d think, sister. 

Per. Ay, good brother, or go about to think. 

Enter AUTOLYCUS, singing. 

Lawn as white as driven snow; 220 

Cyprus black as e’er was crow; 

GJoves us sw'ect as damask roses; 

Musks for laces and for noses; 

Bugle-bracelet, necklace-amber, 224 

Perfume for a lady’s chamber; 

Golden quotfs and stomachers. 

For my lads to give their dears; 

Pins and poking-sticks of steci; 228 

What maids lack from head to heel: 

Come buy of me, come; come buy, come buy; 
Buy, lads, or else your lasses cry: 

Come buy. 23a 

Clo. If I were not in love with Mopsa, thou 
shouidst take no money of me; but being en¬ 
thralled as I am, It will also be the bondage of 
certain ribands and gloves. 236 

Mop. I was promised them against the feast; 
but they come not too late now. 

Dor. He hath promised you more than that, 
or there be liars. 240 

Mop. He hath paid you all he promised you: 
may be he has paid you more, which will shame 
you to give him again. 243 

Clo. Is there no manners left among maids? 
will they wear their plackets where they should 
bear their faces? Is there not milking-time, 
whenyou are going to bed, or kiln-hole, to whistle 
off these secrets, but you must be tittle-tattling 
before all our guests? ’Tis well they are whisper¬ 
ing : clamour your tongues, and not a word more. 

Mop. I have done. Come, you promised me 
a tawdry lace and a pair of sweet gloves. 252 
Clo. Have I not told thee how I was cozened 
by the way, and lost all my money? 

Aut. And indeed, sir, there are cozeners 
abroad; therefore it behoves men to be wary. 236 
Clo. Fear not thou, man, thou shalt lose 
nothjng here. 

Aut. I hope so, sir; for I have about me 
many parcels of charge. 2S0 

Clo. What hast here? ballads? 

Mop. Pray now, buy some: I love a ballad in 
print, a-life, for then we are sure they are true. 

Aut. Here’s one to a very doleful tune, how 
a usurer’s wife was brought to bed of twenty 
money-bags at a burden; and how she longed to 
eat adders’ heads and toads carbonadoed. 
Mop. Is it true, think you? 268 

Aut. Very true, and but a month old. 

Dor. Bless me from marrying a usurer! 
Aut. Here’s the midwife's name to’t, one Mis¬ 
tress Taleporter, andfive or sixhonest wives’ that 
were present. Why should I carry lies abroad? 
Mop. Pray you now, buy it 274 
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Clo. Come on, lay it by: and let’s first see dance which the wenches say is a gallimaufry of 
mot ballads; we’ll buy the other things anon, gambols, because they are not in t; but they 

Aut. Here’s another ballad of a fish that themselves are o’ the mind,—if it be not too 
appeared upon the coast on Wednesday the rough for some that know little but bowling,— 
fourscore of April, forty thousand fathom above it will please plentifully. 34 « 

water, and sung this ballad against the hard Shep. Away! we’ll none on’t: here has been 
hearts of maids: it was thought she was a woman too much homely foolery already. I know, sir, 
and was turned into a cold fish for she would not we weary you. _ _ 344 


exchange flesh with one that loved her. The 
ballad is very pitiful and as true. 284 

Dor. Is it true too, think you? 

Aut. Five justices' hands at it, and witnesses 
more than my pack will hold. 

Clo. Lay it by too: another. 2S8 

Aut. This is a merry ballad, but a very 
pretty one. 

Mop. Let’s have some merry ones. 

Aut. Why, this is a passing merry one, and 
goes to the tune of ‘ Two maids wooing a man: ’ 
there’s scarce a maid westward but she sings it: 
’tis in request, I can tell you. 29s 

Mop. We can both sing it: If thou’lt bear a 
part thou shalt hear; 'tis in three parts. 

Dor. We had the tune on’t a month ago. 

Aut. I can bear my part; you must know ’tis 
iny occupation: have at it with you. 300 

Aut. Get you hence, for I must go, 

Where it fits not you to know. 

Dor. Whither? 

Mop. 01 whither? 304 

Dor. Whither? 

Mop. It becomes thy oath full well, 

Thou to me thy secrets test. 

Dor. Me too: let me go thither. 308 

Mop. Or thou go’st to the grange or mill. 

Dor. If to either, thou dost ill. 

Aut. Neither. 

Dor. What, neither? 1:* 

Aut. Neither. 

Dor. Thou hast sworn my love to be. 

Mop. Thou hast sworn it more :o me: 

Then whither go'tt? say whither? 316 


Pol. You weary those that refresh us: pray, 
let’s see these four threes of herdsmen. 

Serv. One three of them, by their own report, 
sir, hath danced before the king; and not the 
worst of the three but jumps twelve foot and a 
half by the squier. 330 

Shep. Leave your prating: since these good 
men are pleased let them come in: but quickly 
now. 

Serv. Why, they stay at door, sir. [Exit. 

Re-enter Servant, with Twelve Rustics habited 
like Satyrs. They dance, and then exeunt. 
Pol. ITo Shep.) O, father! you’ll know more 
of that hereafter. 

[To camqxo.] Is it not too far gone? Tis time 
to part them. 356 

He's simple and tells much. I To hlokizel.] 

How now, fair shepherd! 

Your heart is full of something that does take 
Your mind from feasting. Sooth, when I was 
young, 

And handed love as you do, I was wont 3*0 
To load my she with knacks: 1 would have 
rflnssck’d 

The pedlar’s silken treasury and have pour’d it 
To her acceptance; you have let him go 
And nothing marted with him. If your lass 364 
Interpretation should abuse and call this 
Your lack of love or bounty, you were straited 
For a reply, at least if you make a care 
Of happy holding her. 

Flo. Old sir, I know s«8 

She prizes not such trifles as these are. 

The gifrs she looks from me are pack'd and 
lock’d 


Clo. We’ll have this song out anon by our- xj p in my heart, which I have given already, 
selves: my father and the gentlemen are in sad $} u t not deliver'd. Ol hear me breathe my mb 
talk, and we’ll not trouble them: come, bring Before this ancient sir, who, it should seem, 373 
away thy pack after me. Wenches, I’ll buyf 


you both. Pedlar, let’s ha”e the first choice. Fol¬ 
low me, girls. lExit with DORCAS and MOPSA, 
Aut. And you shall pay well for ’em. 


ueiore mis undent sir, wnu, u snuutu sectu, s is 

Hath sometime lov’d: I take thy hand; this 


Will you buy «ny tape. 

Or lace for your cape, 

My dainty duck, my dear-s? 

Any silk, any thread, 

Any toys for your head. 

Of the new’it and fin’ft, lin'*l wear-s? 
Come to the pedlar; 

Money's a meddler, 

That doth utter all men’s ware-a. 


324 


338 


{Exit. 

Re-enter Servant 

. Sere. Master, there is three carters, three 
shepherds, three neat-herds, three swine-herds, 
that have made themselves all men of hair; 
they call themselves Saltiers; and they have a 


hand. 

As soft as dove’s down, and as white as it. 

Or Ethiopian’s tooth, or the fann’d snow 376 
That’s bolted by the northern blasts twice o’er. 

Pol. What follows this? 

How prettily the young swain seems to wash 
The hand was fair before! I have put you out: 
But to your protestation: let me hear 381 
What you profess. 

Flo. Do, and be witness to’t, 

Pol. And this my neighbour loo? 

Flo. And he, and more 

Than he, and men, the earth, the heavens, and 
all; 384 

That, were I crown’d the most imperial monarch, 
Thereof most worthy, were l the fairest youth 
That ever made eye swerve, had force and know¬ 
ledge 
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More than was ever man’s, I would not prize 
them 3*s 

Without her love: for her employ them all; 
Commend than and condemn them to her service 
Or to their own perdition. 

Pol. Fairly offer’d. 

Cam, This shows a sound affection. 

Shop. But, my daughter, 392 

Say you the like to him! 

Per. I cannot speak 

So well, nothing so well; no, nor mean better: 

By the pattern of mine own thoughts l cut out 
The purity of his. 

Shep. Take hands; a bargain; 39* 

And, friends unknown, you shall bear witness 
to’t: 

I give my daughter to him, and will make 
Her portion equal his. 

Flo. O! that must be 399 

F the virtue of your daughter: one being dead, 

I shall have more than you can dream of yet; 
Enough then for your wonder. But, come 
on; 

Contract us ’fore these witnesses, 

Shep. Come, your hand; 

And, daughter, yours. 

Pol. Soft, swain, awhile, beseech you. 
Have you a father? 

Flo. I have; but what of him? 

Pol. Knows he of this? 

Flo. He neither docs nor shall. 

Pol. Methinks a father 
Is. at the nuptial of bis son, a guest 408 
That best becomes the table. Pray you, once 
more, 

Is not your father grown incapable 
Of reasonable affairs? is he not stupid 
With age and altering rheums? can he speak? 

hear? 412 

Know man from man? dispute his own estate? 
Lies he not bed-rid? and again does nothing 
But what he did being childish? 

Flo. No, good sir: 

He has his health and ampler strength indeed 
Than most have of his age. 

Pol. By my white beard, 417 

You offer him, if this be so, a wrong 
Something unfilial. Reason my son 
Should choose himself a wife, but as good 
reason 420 

The father,—all whose joy is nothing else 
But fair posterity,—should hold some counsel 
In such a business. 

Flo. I yield all this; 

But for some other reasons, my gTave sir, 424 
Which ’tis not fit you know, 1 not acquaint 
My father of this business. 

Pol. Let him know’t. 

Flo. He shall not. 

Pol. Prithee, let him. 

Flo. No, he must not. 

1 Shep. Let him, my son: he shall not need to 
gneve 428 

At knowing of thy choice. 

, Flo. Come, come, he must not. 

Mark our contract. 


[ACT IV 

Pol. Mark your divorce, young sir, 

I hiscoverins himself. 
Whom son 1 dare not call: thou art too base 
To be acknowledg’d: thou a sceptre’s heir, 43a 
That thus affect’st a sheep-hook! Thou old 
traitor, 

I am sorry that by hanging thee 1 can 
But shorten thy life one week. And thou, fresh 
piece 

Of excellent witchcraft, who of force must know 
The royal fool thou cop'st with,— 

Shep. O, my heart! 437 

Pol. I’ll have thy beauty scratch’d with briers, 
and made 

More homely than thy state. For thee, fond 
boy, 

If I may ever know thou dost but sigh 440 
That thou no more shait see this knack,—as 
never 

I mean thou shall,—we’ll bar thee from succes¬ 
sion; 

Not hold thee of our blood, no, not our kin. 
Far than Deucalion off: mark thou my words; 
Follow us to the court. Thou, churl, for this 
time, 445 

Though full of our displeasure, yet we free thee 
From the dead blow of it. Anti you, enchant¬ 
ment,— 

Worthy enough a herdsman; yea, him too, 44* 
That mages himself, but for our honour therein. 
Unworthy thee,—if ever henceforth thou 
These rural latches to his entrance open. 

Or hoop bis body more with thy embraces, 452 
I will devise a death as cruel for thee 
As thou art tender to’t. [Exit. 

Per. Even here undone 1 

I was not much afeard; for once or twice 
I was about to speak and tell him plainly, 45 * 
The self-same sun that shines upon bis court 
Hides not his visage from our cottage, but 
Looksonalike. Will’tpleaseyou, sir, be gone? 
1 told you what would come of this: beseech 
you, i- 4*0 

Of your own state take care: this dream of 
mine— 

Being now awake, I'D queen it no inch further. 
But milk my ewes and weep. 

Cam. Why, how now, father! 

Speak, ere thou diest 

Shep. I cannot speak, nor think, 4*4 

Nor dare to know that which I know. O sir! 
You have undone a man of fourscore three. 
That thought to fill his grave in quiet, yea. 

To die upon the bed my father died, 46S 
To lie close by his honest bones: but now 
Some hangman must put on my shroud and 
lay me 

Where no priest shovels in dust O cursed 
wretch! 

That knew’st this was the prince, and wouldst 
adventure 472 

To mingle faith with him. Undone! undone! 
If 1 might die within this hour, I have liv’d 
To die when I desire. [Exit. 

Flo. Why look you so upon me? 

I am but sorry, not afeard; delay’d, 47* 
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But nothing alter’d. What I was. lam: Cam. Sir, I think 528 

More straining on for plucking hack; not fol- You have heard of my poor services, 1 ’ the love 
lowing That X have borne your father? 

My leash unwillingly. Flo. Very nobly 

Cam. Gracious my lord. Have you deserv’d: it is my father’s music 

You know your father’s temper: at this time 480 To speak your deeds, not little of his care 532 
" " ’ ’ ’ To have them recompens’d as thought on. 

Cam. Well, my lord, 

If you may please to think I love the king 
And through him what’s nearest to him, which 
is 

Your gracious self, embrace but my direction, 
If your more ponderous and settled project 537 
May suffer alteration, on mine honour 
I’ll point you where you shall have such receiv¬ 
ing 

As shall become your highness; where you 
may 54 ° 

Enjoy your mistress,—from the whom, I see, 
There's no disjunction to be made, but by. 

As, heavens forfend! your ruin,—marry her; 
And with my best endeavours in your absence 
Your discontenting father strive to qualify, 545 
And bring him up to liking. 

Flo. How, Camillo, 

May this, almost a miracle, be done? 

That 1 may call thee something more than man. 
And, after that trust to thee. 

Cam. Have you thought on 549 

A place whereto you’ll go? 

Flo. Not any yet; 

But as the unthought-on accident is guilty 
To what vie wildly do, so we profess 552 
Ourselves to be the slaves of chance and flies 
Of every wind that blows. 

Cam. Then list to me: 


He will allow no speech, which I do guess 
You do not purpose to him; and as hardly 
Will he endure your sight as yet, I fear: 

Then, till the fury of his highness settle, 484 
Come not before him. 

Flo. I not purpose it. 

I think, Camillo? 

Cam. Even he, my lord. 

Per. How often have I told you 'twould be 
thus! 

How often said my dignity would last 488 
But till ’twere known! 

Fla. It cannot fail but by 

The violation of my faith; and then 
Let nature crush the sides o’ the earth together 
And mar the seeds within! Lift up thy looks: 
From my succession wipe me, father; I 493 
Am heir to my affection. 

Cam. Be advis’d. 

Flo. I am; and by my fancy: if my reason 
Will thereto be obedient, 1 have reason; 496 
If not, my senses, better pleas’d with madness. 
Do bid it welcome. 

Cam. This is desperate, sir. 

Flo. So call it; but it does fulfil my vow, 

I needs mast think it honesty. Camillo, 500 
Not for Bohemia, nor the pomp that may 
Be thereat glean’d, for all the sun sees or 
The close earth wombs or the profound sea 
hides 


In unknown fathoms, will I break my oath 504 This follows; if you will not change your pur- 
To this my fair belov’d. Therefore, I pray you, pose 

As you have ever been my father’s honour’d But undergo this flight, make for Sicilia, 556 


friend. 

When he shall miss me,—as, in faith, I mean not 


And there present yourself and your fair prin¬ 
cess,- 


To see him any more,—cast your good counsels For so, I see/she must be,—’fore Leontes; 
Upon his passion: let myself and fortune 509 *“ — =* ■- 

Tug for the time to come. This you may know 
And so deliver, I am put to sea 
With her whom here I cannot hold on shore; 

And most opportune to our need, I have 513 
A vessel rides fast by, but not prepar’d 
For this design. What course I mean to hold 
Shall nothing benefit your knowledge, nor 516 
Concern me the reporting. 

Cam. O my lord! 

I would your spirit were easier for advice, 

Or stronger for your need, 


Flo. 


She shall be habited as it becomes 
The partner of your bed. Methinks I see 560 
Leontes opening his free arms and weeping 
His welcomes forth; asks thee, the son, forgive¬ 
ness 

As ’twere i’ the father’s person; kisses the hands 
Of your fresh princess; o’er and o’er divides 
him 564 

’Twixt his unkindness and his kindness: the one 
He chides to hell, and bids the other grow 
Faster than thought or time. 

Flo. Worthy Camillo, 


Hark, Perdita. [Takes her aside. What colour for my visitation shall I 568 


[To CAMnxo.] I’ll hear you by and by. 

Cam. He’s irremovable, 520 

Resolv’d for flight. Now were I happy if 
IBs going I could frame to serve my turn. 

Save him from danger, do him love and hdnour, 
Purchase the sight again of dear Sicilia 524 
And that unhappy king, my master, whom 
I so much thirst to see. 

^ 7 o. Now, good Camillo, 

* am so fraught with curious business that 
I leave out ceremony. 


Hold up before him? 

Cam. Sent by the king your father 

To greet him and to give him comforts. Sir, 
The manner of your bearing towards him, with 
What you as from your father shall deliver, 572 
Things known betwixt us three. I’ll write you 
down: 

The which shall point you forth at every sitting 
What you must say; that he shall not perceive 
But that you have your father’s bosom there 576 
And speak his very heart. 
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Flo. I am bound to you. 

Thera is some sap in this. 

Cam. A course more promising 

Than a wild dedication of yourselves 
To unpath'd waters, uadrearn'd shores, most 
certain 380 

To miseries enough: no hope to help you, 

But as you shake off one to take another; 
Nothing so certain as your anchors, who 
Do their best office, if they can but stay you 584 
Where you'll be loath to be. Besides, you know 
Prosperity’s the very bond of love. 

Whose fresh complexion and whose heart to¬ 
gether 

Affliction alters. 

Per. One of these i3 true: ;8S 

I think affliction may subdue the cheek. 

But not take in the mind. 

Cam. Yea., say you so? 

There shall not at your father’s house these 
seven years 
Be bom another such. 

Flo. My good Camillo, 39a 

She is as forward of her breeding as 
She is i’ the rear o’ her birth. 

Cam. I cannot say ’tis pity 

She lacks instructions, for she seems a mistress 
To most that teach. 

Per. Your pardon, sir; for this 59* 

ru blush you thanks. 

Flo. My prettiest Perdita! 

But Oi the thorns we stand upon. Camillo, 
Preserver of my father, now of me, 

The med’dne of our house, how shall we do ? 600 
We are not furnish’d like Bohemia’s son. 

Nor shall appear in Sicilia. 

Cam. My lord. 

Fear none of this: I think you know my for¬ 
tunes 

Do ail lie there: it shall be so my care 604 

To have you royally appointed as if 
The scene you play were mine. For instance, sir. 
That you may know you shall not want, one 
word. [They talk aside. 

Enter autolycus. 

Aut. Ha, ha! what a fool Honesty is! and 
Trust, his sworn brother, a very simple gentle¬ 
man ! I have sold all my trumpery: not a coun¬ 
terfeit stone, not a riband, glass, pomander, 
brooch, table-book, ballad, knife, tape, glove, 
shoe-tie, bracelet, hom-ring, to keep my pack 
from fasting: they throng who should buy first, 
as if my trinkets had been hallowed and brought 
a benediction to the buyer: by which means 
I saw whose purse was best in picture; and 
what I saw, to my good use I remembered. My 
down—who wants but something to be a reason¬ 
able man,—grew so in love with the wenches’ 
song that he would not stir his pettitoes till he 
had both tune and words; which so drew the 
rest of the herd to me that all their other senses 
stuck in ears: you might have pinched a placket, 
it was senseless; ’twas nothing to geld a codpiece 
of a purse; I would have filed keys off that hung 
in chains: no hearing, no feeling, but my sir’s 


song, and admiring the nothing of it; so that, in 
this time of lethargy 1 picked and cut most of 
their festival purses; and had not the old man 
come in with a whoo-bub against his daughter 
and the king’s son, and scared my choughs from 
the chaff, 1 had not left a purse alive in the 
whole army. 634 

(CAMILLO, FLORIZEL, and PERDITA 
come forward. 

Cam. Nay, but my letters, by this means 
being there 

So soon as yon arrive, shall clear that doubt. 636 

Flo. Andthosethatyou’liprocurefromKing 
Leontes— 

Cam. Shall satisfy your father. 

Per. Happy be you! 

All that you speak shows fair. 

Cam. [Seeing autolycus.] Whom have we 
here? 

We’ll make an instrument of this: omit 640 

Nothing may give 11s aid. 

Aut. [Aside. ] If they have overheard me now, 
why, banging. 

Cam. How now, good fellow! Why shakest 
thou so? Fear not, man; here’s no harm in¬ 
tended to thee. 

Aut. X am a poor fellow, sir. 647 

Cam. Why, be so still; here’s nobody will 
steal that from thee; yet, for the outside of thy 
poverty we must make an exchange; therefore, 
disease thee instantly,—thou must think, there' s 
a necessity in’t,—and change garments with this 
gentleman: though the pennyworth on his side 
be the worst, yet hold thee, there’s some boot. 

Aut. I am a poor fellow, sir.— [Aside.] I 
know ye well enough. 4 s« 

Cam. Nay, prithee, dispatch: the gentleman 
is half flayed already. 

Aut. Are you in earnest, sir? [Aside.] I 
smell the trick on’L *60 

Flo. Dispatch, I prithee. 

Aut. Indeed, I have had earnest; but I can¬ 
not with conscience take it. , 

Cant. Unbuckle, unbuckle.—■ 664 

(FLORIZEL and AUTOLYCUS exchange 
garments. 

Fortunate mistress,—let my prophecy 
Come home to ye!—you must retire yourself 
Into some covert: take your sweetheart’s hat 
And pluck it o’er your brows; muffle your face; 
Dismantle you, and, as you can, disliken 669 
The truth of your own seeming; that you may,— 
For I do fear eyes over you,—to shipboard 
Get undescried. 

Per. I see the play so lies 67s 

That I must bear a part. 

Cam. No remedy. 

Have yon done there ? 

Flo. Should I now meet my father 

He would not call me son. 

Cam. Nay, you shall have no hat. 

[Giving it to perdita. 
Come, lady, come. Farewell, my friend. 

Aut. Adieu, sir. * 7 * 

Flo. O Perdita, what have we twain forgot! 
Pray you, a word. [They converse apart. 
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Cam. [Aside.] What I do next shall be to 

tell the king 

Of this escape, and whither they are bound; 680 
Wherein my hope is I shall so prevail 
To force him after: in whose company 
I shall review Sicilia, for whose sight 
I have a woman’s longing. 

Flo. Fortune speed us! 6S4 

Thus we set on, Camillo, to the sea-side. 

Cam. The swifter speed the better. 

1 Exeunt flokizel, perdita, and camillo. 

Aut. I understand the business; I hear it. 
To have an open ear, a quick eye, and a nimble 
hand, is necessary for a cut-purse: a good nose 
is requisite also, to smell out work for the other 
senses. 1 see this is the time that the unjust 
man doth thrive. What an exchange had this 
been without boot! what a boot is here with this 
exchange! Sure, the gods do this year connive 
at us, and we may do anything extempore. The 
prince himself is about a piece ot iniquity; 
stealing away from his father with his clog at 
his heels. If I thought it were a piece of 
honesty to acquaint the king withal, 1 would not 
do’t: I hole it the more knavery to conceal it, 
and therein am I constant to my profession. 
Aside, aside: here is more matter for a hot 
brain. Every lane's end, every shop, church, 
session, banging, yields a careful man work. 704 

Re-enter Clown and Shepherd. 

Clo. See, see, what a man you are now 1 There 
is no other way but to tell the king she's a 
changeling and none of your flesh and blood. 

Shep. Nay, but hear me. 708 

Clo. Nay, but hear me. 

Shep. Go to, then. 

Clo. She being none of your flesh and blood, 
your flesh and blood has not offended the king; 
and so your flesh and blood is not to be punish¬ 
ed by him. Show those things you found about 
her; those secret things, all but what she lias 
with her: this being done, let the law go whistle: 
I warrant you. 

Shep. I will tell the king all, every word, yea, 
and his son’s pranks too; who, I may say, is no 
honest man neither to his father nor to me, 
to go about to make me the king’s brother- 
in-law. ,722 

Clo. Indeed, brother-in-law was the furthest 
off you could have been to him, and then your 
blood had been the dearer by 1 know not how 
much an ounce. 

Aut. [ Aside .] Very wisely, puppies! 727 

Shep. Well, let us to the king: there is that 
In this fardel will make him scratch his beard. 

Aut. [Aside. ] I know not what impediment 
this complaint may be to the flight of my 

master. 73 * 

Clo. Pray heartily he be at palace. 

Aut. [Aside.] Though I am not naturally 
honest, I am so sometimes by chance: let me 
pocket up my pedlar’s excrement. [Takes off 
his false beard.] How now, rustics! whither are 
you bound? 73* 


Shep. To the palace, an it like your wor¬ 
ship. 740 

Aut. Y our affairs there, what, with whom, the 
condition of that fardel, the place of your dwell¬ 
ing, your names, your ages, of what having, 
breeding, and anything that is fitting to be 
known, discover. 745 

Clo. We are but plain fellows, sir. 

Aut. A lie; you are rough and hairy. Let 
me have no lying; it becomes none but trades¬ 
men, and they often give us soldiers the lie; but 
we pay them for it with stamped coin, not 
stabbing steel; therefore they do not give us the 
lie, 752 

Clo. Your worship had like to have given us 
one, if you had not taken yourself with the 
manner. 755 

Shep. Are you a courtier, an’t like you, sir? 
Aut. Whether it like me or no, I am a 
courtier. Seest thou not the air of the court in 
these enfoldings? hath not my gait in it the 
measure of the court? receives not thy nose 
court-odour from me ? reflect I not on thy base¬ 
ness court-contempt? Think’st thou, foi that I 
insinuate, or toaze from thee thy business, I am 
therefore no courtier? I am courtier, cap-a-pe, 
and one that will either push on or pluck back 
thy business there: whereupon I command thee 
to open thy affair. 

Shep. My business, sir, is to the king. 768 
Aut. What advocate hast thou to him? 

Shep. X know not, an’t like you. 

Clo. Advocate’s the court-word for a phea¬ 
sant: say you have none. 772 

Shep. None, sir; I have no pheasant, cock 
nor hen. 

Aut. How bless'd are we that are not simple 
men! 

Yet nature might have made me as these are. 
Therefore I’ll not disdain. 776 

Clo. This cannot be but a great courtier. 
Shep. His garments are rich, but he wears 
them not handsomely. 

Clo. He seems to be the more noble in being 
fantastical: a great man. I’ll warrant; I know 
by the picking on’s teeth. 

Aut. The fardel there? what’s i' the fardel? 
Wherefore that box? 784 

Shep. Sir, there lies such secrets in this fardel 
and box which none must know but the king; 
and which he shall know within this hour if I 
may come to the speech of him. 788 

Aut. Age, thou hast lost thy labour. 

Shep. Why, sir? , , 

Aut. The king is not at, the palace; he is 
gone aboard a new ship to purge melancholy 
and air himself: for, if thou be’st capable of 
things serious, thou must know the king is full 

° §hep. So ’tis said, sir, about his son, that 
should have married a shepherd’s daughter. 797 
Aut. If that shepherd be not now In hand- 
fast, let him fly: the curses he shall have, the 
torture he shall feel, will break the back of man, 
the heart of monster, lot 

Clo. Think you so, sir? 
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Aut. Not he alone shall suffer what wit can Aut. If I had a mind to be honest I see 


make heavy and vengeance bitter; but those 
that are germane to him, though removed fifty 
times, shall all come under the hangman; which 
though it be great pity, yet it is necessary. An 
old sneep-whistling rogue, a ram-tender, to offer 
to have his daughter come into grace! Some 
say he shall be stoned; but that death is too 
soft for him, say 1: draw Qut throne into a 
sheep cote! all deaths are too few, the sharpest 
too easy. 813 

Clo. Has the old man e'er a son, sir, do you 
hear, an’t like you, sir? 

Aut. He has a son, who shall be flayed alive; 
then ’nointed over with honey, set on the head 
of a wasp’s nest; then stand till he be three 
quarters and a dram dead; then recovered again 
with aqua-vitffi or some other hot infusion; then, 
raw as he is, and in the hottest day prognostica¬ 
tion proclaims, shall he be set against a brick- 
wall, the sun looking with a southward eye upon 
him, where he is to behold him with flies blown 
to death. But what talk we of these traitorly 
rascals, whose miseries are to be smiled at, their 
offences being so capital? Tell me,—for you seem 
to be honest plain men,—what you have to the 
king: being something gently considered. I’ll 
bring you where he is aboard, tender your per¬ 
sons to his presence, whisper him in your be- 
halfs; and if it be in man besides the king to 
effect your suits, here is a man shall do it. 833 
Clo. He seems to be of great authority: close 
with him, give him gold; and though authority 
be a stubborn bear, yet be is oft led by the nose 
with gold. Show the inside of your purse to the 
outside of his band, and no more ado. Re¬ 
member, ‘stoned,* and ‘flayed alive!' 839 
Shep. An’t please you, sir, to undertake the 
business for us, here is that gold I have; I’ll 
make it as much more and leave this young 
man in pawn till I bring it you. 

Aut. Alter I have done what I pro¬ 
mised? 84; 

Shep. Ay, sir. 

Aut. Well, give me the moiety. Are you a 
party in this business ? 848 

Clo. In some sort, sir: but though my case be 
a pitiful one, I hope I shall not be flayed out 
of it. 

Aut. OI that's the case of the shepherd's son: 
hang him, he’ll be made an example. 833 

Clo. Comfort, good comfort! we must to the 
king and show our strange sights: he must 
know 'tis none of your daughter nor my sister; 
we are gone else. Sir, I will give you as much as 
this old man does when the business is per¬ 
formed ; and remain, as he s»vs. your pawn till 
it be brought you. 860 

Aut. I will trust you. Walk before toward 
the sea-side: go on the right hand; I will but 
look upon the hedge and follow you. 

Clo. We are blessed in this man, as I may 
say, even blessed. 865 

Shep. Let’s before as he bids us. He was 
provided to do us good. 

lExeunt Shepherd and Clown. 


Fortune would not suffer me; she drops booties 
in my mouth. I am courted now with a double 
occasion, gold, and a means to do the prince 
my master good; which who knows how that 
may turn back to my advancement? I will 
bring these two moles, these blind ones, aboard 
him: if he think it fit to shore them again, and 
that the complaint they have to the king con¬ 
cerns liim nothing, let him call me rogue for 
being so far officious; for I am proof against 
that title and what shame else belongs to’t. To 
him will I present, them: there may be matter 
in it. [Exit. 


ACT V 

Scene I. — Sicilia. A Room in the Palace of 
LEONTES. 

Enter LEONTES, CI.EOMENES, DION, PAULINA, 
and Others. 

Clco. Sir, you have done enough, and have 
perform’d 

A saint-like sorrow: no fault could you make 
Which you have not redeem’d; indeed, paid 
down 

More penitence than done trespass. At the 
last, 4 

Do as the heavens have done, forget your evil; 
With them forgive yourself. 

Leon. Whilst I remember 

Her and her virtues, I cannot forget 
My blemishes in them, and so still think of 8 
The wrong I did myself; which was so much. 
That heirless it hath made ray kingdom, and 
Destroy’d the sweet’st companion that e’er man 
Bred his hopes out of. 

Paul. True, too true, my lord; is 

If one by one you wedded all the world. 

Or from the ail that are took something good, 
To make a perfect woman, slus you kill’d 
Would be unparallel’d. 

Leon. I think so. Kill’d! 16 

She I kill'd! T did so; but thou strik’st me 
Sorely to say I did: it is as bitter 
Upon thy tongue as in my thought. Now, good 
now 

Say so but seldom. 

Cleo. Not at all, good lady: 20 

You might have spoken a thousand things that 
would 

Have done the time more benefit, and grac’d 
Your kindness better. 

Paul. You are one of those 

Would have him wed again. 

Dion. If you would not so, 24 

You pity not the state, nor the remembrance 
Of his most sovereign name; consider little 
What dangers, by ms highness' fail of issue, 
May drop upon his kingdom and devour 28 
Incertain lookers-on. What were more holy 
Than to rejoice the former queen is well? 
What holier than for royalty's repair. 

For present comfort, and for future good, 3 * 
To bless the bed of majesty again 
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With a sweet fellow to’t? 

Paul. There is rone worthy, 

Respecting her that’s gone. Besides, the gods 
Will have fulfill'd their secret purposes; 36 
For lias not die divme Apollo said, 

Is’t not the tenour of his oracle, 

That King Leontcs shall not have an heir 
Till his lost child be found? which that it shall. 
Is all as monstrous to our human reason 41 
As my Autigor.us to break his grave 
And come again to me; who, on my life. 

Did perish with the infant. *Tis your counsel 44 
My lord should to the heavens be contrary. 
Oppose against their wills. — [To leontes.] 
Care not for issue; 

The crown will find an heir: great Alexander 
Left his to the worthiest, so lus successor 48 
Was like to be the best. 

Leon. Good Paulina, 

Who hast the memory of Hermione, 

I know, in honour; O! that ever 1 
Had -quar’d me to thy counsel! then, even now, 
I might have look’d upon my queen’s full eyes. 
Have taken treasure from her lips,— 

Paul And left them 

More rich, for what they yielded. 

Leon. 7 hou speak’st truth. 

No more such wives; therefore, no wife: one 
worse, 56 

Arid belter us’d, would make her sainted spirit 
Again possess her corpse and on this stage,— 
Where we’re offenders now,—appear soul vsx’d, 
And begin, ‘Why to me?’ 

Paul. Had she such power, 60 

She had just cause. 

lean. She had; and would incense me 
To murder her 1 married. 

Paul. I should so: 

Were I the ghost that walk'd, I’d bid you mark 
Her eve, and »>U me for what dull part in’t 64 
You chose her; then I’d shriek, that even your 
ears 

Should rift to hear me; and the words that 
follow’d 

Should be ‘Remember mine.’ 

Leon. Stars, stars! 

And all eyes else dead coals. Fear thou no wife; 
I’ll have no wife, Paulina. 

Paul. Will you swear 69 

Never to marry but by my free leave? 

Leon. Never, Paulina: so be bless’d my spirit 1 
Paul. Then, good my lords, bear witness to 
his oath. l 2 

Cleo. You tempt him over much. 

Paul. Unless another, 

As like Hermione as is her picture. 

Affront his eye. 

Cleo. Good madam. — 

Paul. I have done. 

Yet, if my lord will marry,—if you will, sir, 76 
No remedy, but you will,—give me the office 
To choose you a queen, she shall not be so young 
Ashvas vour former; but she shall be such 
As, walk’d your first queen’s ghost, it should 
take joy 

To see her in your arms. 


Leon. My true Paulina, 

We shall not many till thou bidd’st us. 

Paul. That 

Shall be when your first queen's again in breath; 
Never till then. 84 


Enter a Gentleman. 

Gent. One that gives out himself Prince 
Florizcl, 

Son of Polixenes, with his princess,—she 
The fairest i have yet beheld,—desires access 
To your high presence. 

Leon. What with him? he comes not 88 
Like to his father’s greatness; his approach, 

So out of circumstance and sudden, tells us 
’Tis not a visitation fram’d, but forc’d 
By need and accident. What train? 

Cent. But few, 9* 

And those but mean. 

Leon. His princess, say you, with him? 
Gent. Ay, the most peerless piece of earth, I 
think. 

That e'er the sun shone bright on. 

Paul. O Hermione! 

As every present time doth boast itself 96 
Above a better gone, so must thy grave 
Give way to what's seen now. Sir, you yourself 
Have said and writ so,—but your writing now 
Is colder than that theme,—‘ She had not been, 
Nor was not to be equall’d; thus your verse 101 
Flow’d with her beauty once: ’tis shrewdly ebb’d 
To say you have seen a better. 

Gent. Pardon, madam: 

The one I have almost forgot—your pardon— 
The other, when she has obtain’d your eye, 105 
Will have your tongue too. This is a creature. 
Would she begin a sect, might quench the zeal 
Of all professors else, make proselytes 108 
Of who she but bid follow. 

Paul. How! not women? 

Gent. Women will love her, that she is a 
woman 

More worth than any man; men, that she is 
The rarest of all women. 

Leon. Go, Cleomenes; 112 

Yourself, assisted with your honour’d friends. 
Bring them to our embracement. Still ’tis 
strange, 

[£.veunt cleomenes, Lords, and Gentleman. 
He thus should steal upon us. 

Paul. Had our prince— 

Jewel of children—seen this hour, he had pair’d 
Well with this lord: there was not full a month 
Between their births. 

Leon. Prithee, no more: cease 1 thou know’st 
He dies to me again when talk’d of: sure, <20 
When I shall see this gentleman, thy speeches 
Will bring me to consider that which may 
Unfurnish me of reason. They are come. 


Re-enter CLEOMENES, with FLOIOZEL, PERDTTA, 
and Others. 

Your mother was most true to wedlock, prince; 
For she did print your royal father on, 125 
Conceiving you. Were I but twenty-one. 
Your father’s Image is so hit in you, 
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His very air, that I should call you brother, 128 
As I did him; and speak of something wildly 
By us perform’d before. Most dearly welcome! 
And you, lair princess,—goddess! O, alas! 

I lost a couple, that ’twixt heaven and earth 132 
Might thus have stood begetting wonder as 
You, gracious couple, do: and then 1 lost— 
All mine own folly—the society, 

Amity too, of your brave father, whom, 136 
Though bearing misery, I desire my life 
Once more to look on him. 

Flo. By his command 

Have I here touch’d Sicilia; and from him 
Give you ad greetings that a king, at friend, 140 
Can send his brother: and, but infirmity,— 
Which waits upon worn times,—hath some¬ 
thing seiz’d 

His wish’d ability, he had himself 143 

The land and waters 'twixt your throne and his 
Measur’d to look upon you, whom he loves— 
He bade me say so—more than all the sceptres 
And those that bear them living. 

Leon. O, my brother!— 

Good gentleman,—the wrongs I have done thee 
stir 148 

Afresh within me, and these thy offices 
So rarely kind, are as interpreters 
Of my bchind-hand slackness! Welcome hither. 
As is the spring to the earth. And hath he too 
Expos’d this paragon to the fearful usage—153 
At least ungentle—of the dreadful Neptune, 
To greet a man not worth her pains, much less 
The adventure of her person? 

Flo. Good my lord, 15s 

She came from Libya. 

Leon. Where the war-like Smalus, 

That noble honour’d lord, is fear’d and lov’d? 
Flo. Most royal sir, from thence; from him, 
whose daughter 

His tears proclaim'd his, parting with her; 

thence— 160 

A prosperous south-wind friendly—we have 
cross’d, 

To execute the charge my father gave me 
For visiting your highness; my best train 
I have from your {Sicilian shores dismiss’d; 164 
Who for Bohemia bend, to signify 
Not only my success in Libya, sir, 

But my arrival and my wife’s, in safety 
Here where we are. 

Leon. The blessed gods 16S 

Purge all infection from our air whilst you 
Do climate here! You have a holy father, 

A graceful gentleman; against whose person. 
So sacred as it is, X have done sin: 172 

For which the heavens, taking angry note, 
Have left me issueless; and your father’s 
bless’d— 

As he from heaven merits it—with you, 175 
Worthy his goodness. What might I have been, 
Might I a son and daughter now have look’d on, 
Such goodly tilings as you! 

Enter a Lord. 

Lord. Most noble sir, 

That which I shall report will bear no credit, 


Were not the proof so nigh. Please you, great 
sir, 180 

Bohemia greets you from himself by me; 
Desires you to attach his son, who has— 

His dignity and duty both cast off— 
bled from his father, from his hopes, and with 
A shepherd's daughter. 

Leon. Where's Bohemia ? speak, rss 

Lord. Here in your city; I now came from 
him: 

I speak amazedly. and it becomes 
My marvel and my message. To your court 188 
Whiles he was hastening,—in the chase it seems 
Of this fair couple,—meets he on the way 
The father of this seeming lady and 
Her brother, having both their country quitted 
With this young prince. 

tlo. Camiilo has betray’d me; 193 

Whose honour and whose honesty till now 
Endui’d all weathers. 

Lord. Lay’t so to his charge; 

He’s with the king your father. 

Leon. Who? Camiilo? 196 

Lord■ Camiilo, sir: I spake with him, who 
now 

Has these poor men in question. Never saw I 
Wretches so quake; they kneel, they kiss the 
earth. 

Forswear themselves as often as they speak; 200 
Bohemia stops his ears, and threatens them 
With divers deaths in death. 

Per. O my poor father! 

The heaven sets spies upon us, will not have 
Our contract celebrated. 

Leon. You are married? 204 

Flo. We are not, sir, nor are we like to be; 
The stars, I see, will kiss the valleys first: 

The odds for high and low’s alike. 

Leon. My lord. 

Is this the daughter of a king? 

Flo. She is, 208 

When once she is my wife. *- 
Leon. That ‘once,’ 1 see, by your good 
father’s speed. 

Will come on very slowly. I am sorry. 

Most sorry, you have broken from his liking 212 
Where you were tied in duty; and as sorry 
Your choice is not so rich in worth as beauty, 
That you might well enjoy her. 

Flo. Dear, lookup: 

Though Fortune, visible an enemy, 216 

Should chase us with my father, power no 
jot 

Hath she to change our loves. Beseech you, 
sir, 

Remember since you ow’d no more to time 
Than I do now; with thought of such affec¬ 
tions, 220 

Step forth mine advocate; at your request 
My father will grant precious things as trifles. 
Leon. Would be do so, I’d beg your precious 
mistress, 

Which he counts but a trifle. 

Paul. Sir, my liege, 224 

Your eye hath too much youth in’t: not a 
month 
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’Fore your queen died, she was more worth 
such gazes 

Than what you look on now. 

Leon. I thought of her. 

Even in these looks 1 made. [To florizll.] 
But your petition 223 

Is yet unanswer’d. J will to your father: 

Your honour not o’ertorowu by your desires, 
I am friend to them and you; upon which errand 
I now go toward him. 1 herefore follow me, 232 
And mark what way I make: come, good my 
lord. {Exeunt. 


Scene II .—The Same. Before the Palace. 

Enter AUTOLYCUS and a Gentleman. 

Aut. Beseech you, sir. were you present at 
this relationl 

Gent. 1 was by at the opening of the fardel, 
heard the old shepherd deliver the maimer how 
hr found it: whereupon, aftet a little amazed- 
ness, we were all commanded out of the cham¬ 
ber; only this methought I heard the sitepherd 
say, he found the child. 8 

Aut. 1 would most gladly know the issue ofit. 
Gent. I make a broken delivery of the busi¬ 
ness; but the changes 1 perceived in the king 
andCamillo were very notes ofadmiration: they 
seemed almost, with staring on one another, to 
tear the cases of their eyes; there was speech in 
their dumbness, language in their very gesture; 
they looked as they had heard of a world ran¬ 
somed, or one destroyed: a notable passion of 
wonder appeared in them; but the wisest be¬ 
holder, that knew no more but seeing, could not 
say if the importance were joy or sorrow; but in 
the extremity of the one it must needs be. 21 

Enter another Gentleman. 

Here comes a gentleman that haply knows more. 
The news, Rogero ? 

Sec. Gent. Nothing but bonfires: the oracle 
is fulfilled; the king's daughter is found: such a 
deal of wonder is broken out within this hour 
that ballad-makers cannot be able to express it. 

Enter a third Gentleman. 

Here comes the lady Paulina’s steward: he can 
deliver you more. How goes it now, sir! this 
news which is called true is so like an old tale, 
that the verity of it is in strong suspicion: has 
the king found his heir? 32 

Third Gent. Most true, if ever truth were 
pregnant by circumstance: that which you hear 
you’ll swear you see, there is such unity in the 
proofs. Tne mantle of Queen Hermione, her 
jewel about the neck of it, the letters of Anri- 
gonus found with it, which they know to be his 
character; the majesty of the creature in re¬ 
semblance of the mother, tbe affection of noble¬ 
ness which nature shows above her breeding, 
andmany other evidences proclaim her with all 
certainty to be the king’s daughter. Did you see 
the meeting of the two kings? 44 

Sec. Gent. No. 


Third Gent. Then have you lost a sight, which 
was to be seen, cannot be spoken of. There 
might you have beheld one joy crown another, 
so, and in such manner that, it seemed, sorrow 
wept to take leave of them, for their joy waded 
in tears. There was casting up of eyes, holding 
up of hands, with countenances of such dis¬ 
traction that they were to be known by garment, 
not by favour. Our king, being ready to leap out 
of himself for joy of Isis found daughter, as if 
that joy were now become a loss, cr:es, ‘O, thy 
mother, thy mother!’ then asks Bohemia for¬ 
giveness; then embraces his son-in-iaw; then 
again worries he his daughter with clipping her; 
now he thanks the old shepherd, which stands 
by like a weather-bitten conduit of many kings’ 
reigns. I never heard of such another encoun¬ 
ter, which lames report to follow it and undoes 
description to do it. 6 s 

Sec. Gent. What, pray you, became of Anti- 
gonus that carried hence tiie child ? 

Third Gent. Like an old tale still, which will 
have matter to rehearse, though credit be asleep 
and not an ear open. He was torn to pieces with 
a bear: this avouches the shepherd’s son, who 
has not only his innocence—which seems much 
—to justify him, but a handkerchief and rings 
of his that Paulina knows. 73 

First Gent. What became of his bark and his 
followers? 

Third Gent. Wracked, the same instant of 
their master’s death, and in the view of the shep¬ 
herd : so that all the instruments which aided to 
expose the child were even then lost when it was 
found. But, G! the noble combat that ’twixt 
joy and sorrow was fought in Paulina. She had 
one eye declined for the loss of her husband, 
another elevated that the oracle was fulfilled: 
she lifted the princess from the earth, and so 
locks her in embracing, as if she would pin her 
to her heart that she might no more be in 
danger of losing. 87 

First Gent. The dignity of this act was worth 
the audience of kings and princes, for by such 
was it acted. 

Third Gent. One of the prettiest touches of 
all, and that which angled for mine eyes,— 
ca ught the water though not the fish,—was when 
at the relation of the queen’s death, with the 
manner how she came to it,—bravely confessed 
and lamented by the king,—how attentiveness 
wounded his daughter; till, from one sign of 
dolour to another, she did, with an ‘alas!’ 1 
would fain say, bleed tears, for I am sure my 
heart wept blood. Who was most marble there 
changed colour; some swounded, all sorrowed: 
if all the world could have seen’t, the woe had 
been universal. 103 

First Gent. Are they returned to the court? 

Third Gent. No; the princess hearing of her 
mother’s statue, which is in the keeping of 
Paulina—a piece many years in doing, and now 
newly performed by that rare Italian master, 
Julio Romano; who, had he himself eternity 
and could put breath into his work, would 
beguile Nature of her custom, so perfectly he is 
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her ape: he so near to Hermione hath done 
Hermione that they say one would speak to her 
and stand in hope of answer: thither witn all 
greediness of affection are they gone, and there 
they intend to sup. u6 

Sec. Gent. 1 thought she had Sotne tpeat 
matter there in hand, for she hath privately, 
twice or thrice a day, ever since the death of 
Hermione, visited that removed house. Shall 
we thither and with oar company piece the re¬ 
joicing? 122 

First Gent. Who would be thence that has 
the benefit of access ? every wink of an eye some 
new grace will be bom: our absence makes us 
unthrifty to our knowledge. Let’s along. 126 
[Exeunt Gentlemen. 

Aut. Now, had I not the dash of my former 
life in me, would preferment drop on my head. 

I brought the old man and his son aboard the 
prince; told him I heard them talk of a fardel 
and I know not what: but he at that time, over- 
fond of the shepherd’s daughter,—so he then 
took her to be,—who began to be much sea-sick, 
and himself little better, extremity of weather 
continuing, this mystery remained undiscovered. 
But ’tis ail one to me; for had I been the finder 
out of this secret, it would not have relished 
among my other discredits. Here come those 
I have done good to against my will, and al¬ 
ready appearing in the blossoms of their for¬ 
tune. 141 

Enter Shepherd and Clown. 

Shep. Come, boy; I am past moe children, 
but thy sons and daughters will be all gentle¬ 
men bom. 144 

Clo. You are well met, sir. You denied to 
fight with me this other day, because I was no 
gentleman bom: see you these clothes ? say, you 
see them not and think me still no gentleman 
bom: you were best say these robes are not 
gentleman bom. Give me the lie, do, and try 
whether I am not now gentleman bom. 

Aut. I know you are now, sir, a gentleman 
bom. 153 

Clo. Ay, and have been so any time these 
four hours. 

Shep. And so have I, boy. 156 

Clo. So you have: but I was a gentleman 
bom before my father; for the king’s son took 
me by the hand and called me brother; and 
then the two kings called my father brother; 
and then the prince my brother and the princess 
my sister called my father father; and so we 
wept; and there was the first gentleman-like 
tears that ever we shed. 164 

Shep. We may live, son, to shed many more. 
Clo. Ay; or else ’twere hard luck, being in so 
preposterous estate as we are. 

Aut. I humbly beseech you, sir, to pardon 
me all the faults I have committed to your wor¬ 
ship, and to give me your good report to the 
prince my master. 

Shep. Prithee, son, do; for we must be gentle, 
now we are gentlemen. 173 

Clo. Thou wilt amend thy life? 


[ACT V 

Aut. Ay, an it like your good worship. 
do. Give me thy hand: I will swear to the 
prince thou art as honest a true itsilow as any is 
m Bohemia. 178 

Shep. You may say it, but not swear it. 

Clo. Not swear it, now l am a gentleman? 
Let boors and franklins say it, i’ll sweat it. 
iSSicp. How if it be false, son? 1S2 

Clo. If it be ne’er so false, a true gentleman 
may swear it in the behalf of his friend: and 
I’ll swear to the prince thou art a tall fellow 
of thy hands and that thou wilt not be drunk; 
but 1 know thou art no tall fellow of thy hands 
and that thou wilt be drunk: but I’ll swear it, 
and I would thou wouldst be a tall fellow of thy 
hands. 

Aut. I will prove so, sir, to my power. 191 
Clo. Ay, by any means prove a tall fellow: 
if I do not wonder how thou darest venture to 
be drunk, not being a tali fellow, trust me not. 
Hark! the kings and the princes, our kindred, 
are going to see the queen’s picture. Come, 
follow us: we'll be thy good masters. 197 

{ Exeunt. 


Scene III .—The Same. A Chapel in Paulina's 
House. 

Enter leontes, pouxenfs, floweel, perdita, 
camillo, Paulina, Lords, and Attendants. 
Leon. O grave and good Paulina, the great 
comfort 

That I have had of thee! 

•Puul. What, sovereign sir, 

I did not well, I meant well. All my services 
You have paid home; but that you have vouch¬ 
saf'd, 4 

With your crown'd brother and these your con¬ 
tracted 

Heirs of your kingdoms, my poor house to 
visit, v 

It is a surplus of your grace, which never 
My life may last to answer. 

Leon. O Paulina 1 * 

We honour you with trouble: but we came 
To see the statue of our queen: your gallery 
Have we pass’d through, not without much 
content 

In many singularities, hut we saw not ra 
That which my daughter came to look upon. 
The statue of her mother. 

Paul. As she liv’d peerless. 

So her dead likeness, I do well believe. 

Excels whatever yet you look’d unon 16 
Or hand of man hath done; therefore I keep it 
l onely, apart But here it is: prepare 
To see the life as lively mock’d as ever 
Still sleep mock'd death: behold! and say 'tis 
well. 20 

[PAULINA draws back a curtain, and dis¬ 
covers hermione as a statue. 
I like your silence: it the more shows off 
Your wonder; but yet speak: first you, my 
liege. 

Comes it not something near? 



■cen* raj 353 

Leon. Her natural poaturel 

Chide me, dear stone, that I may say, indeed 
Thou art Herraione; Or rather, thou art she 
In thy not chiding, fonghc was aa tender at 

As infancy and grace, put yet, Paulina, 
Hermione was not so much wrinkled; nothing 
So aged as this seems. 

Pol. Ol not by much, ay 

Paul. So much the more our carver's excel¬ 
lence; 

Which lets go by some sixteen years and makes 
her 

As she liv'd now. 

Leon. As now she might have done, aa 
So much to my good comfort, as it is 
Now piercing to my soul. O! thus she stood. 
Even with such life of majesty,—warm life. 
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Leon. O sweet Paulina! 

Make me to think so twenty years together: 
Not settled senses of the world can match n 
The pleasure of that madness. Let’t alone. 
Paul. I am sorry, sir, I have thus far stirr’d 
you: but 

I could afeiict yon further. 

Leon. Do, Paulina.; 

Pot this affliction has a taste as sweet 76 
As any cordial comfort. Still, methinks, 

There is an air comes from her: whut fine chisel 
Could ever yet cut breath? Let no man mock 
me, 

For I will kiss her. 

Paul. Good my lord, forbear. So 

The ruddiness upon her lip is wet: 

You’ll roar it if you kiss it; stain your own 


As now it coldly stands,—when first I woo'd With oily painting. Shall I draw the curtain? 
her. . 36 Leon. No, not these twenty years. 


I am asham’d: does not the stone rebuke me 
For being more stone than it? O, royal piece! 
There’s magic in thy majesty, which has 
My evils conjur'd to remembrance, and 40 
From thy admiring daughter took the spirits. 
Standing like stone with thee. 

Per. And give me leave, 

And do not say 'tis superstition, that 43 
I kneel and then implore her blessing. Lady, 
Dear queen, that ended when I but began. 
Give me that hand of yours to kiss. 

Paul. O, patience! 

The statue is but newly fix’d, the colour’s 
Not dty. 48 

Cam. My lord, your sorrow was too sore 
laid on. 

Which sixteen winters cannot blow away. 

So many summers dry: scarce any joy 
Did ever so long live; no sorrow S* 

But kill’d itself much sooner. 

Pol. Dear my brother. 


Per. So long could I 84 

Stand by, a looker-on. 

Paul. Either forbear, 

Quit presently the chapel, or resolve you 
For more amazement. If you can behold it, 
I’ll make the statue move indeed, descend, 88 
And take you by the hand; but then you’ll 
think,— 

Which I protest against,—I am assisted 
By wicked powers. 

Leon. What you can make her do, 

I am content to look on: what to speak, »a 
1 am content to hear; for ’tft as easy 
To make her speak as move. 

Paul. It is requir’d 

You do awake your faith. Then, all stand still; 
Or these that think it is unlawful business 96 
I am about, let them depart. 

Leon. Proceed: 

No foot shall stir. 

Paul. Music, awake her: strike! [Music. 


Let him that was the cause of this have power ’Tistime;descend:bestonenomore:approach; 
To take off so much grief from you as he Strike all that look upon with marvel. Come; 


Will piece up in himself. 

Paul. Indeed, my lord, 56 

If I had thought the sight of my poor image 
Would thus have wrought you,—for the stone 
is mine,— 

I’d not have show'd it. 

Leon. Do not draw the curtain. 

Paul. No longer shall you gaze on’t, lest 

your fancy 60 

May think anon it moves. 

Leon. Let be. let be! 

Would I were dead, but that, al¬ 
ready— . , 

What was he that did make it? See, my lord. 
Would you not deem it breath’d, and that those 
veins 64 

Did verily bear blood? 

Pol. Masterly done: 

The very life seems warm upon her lip. , 
Leon. The fixture of her eye has motion in t, 
As we are mock’d w ith art. 

Paul. I’ll drew the curtain; 68 

My lord’s almost so far transported that 
He’ll think anon it lives. 


J’U nil your grave up: stir; nay, come away; 
Bequeath to death your numbness, for from 
him 

Dear life redeems you. You perceive she stir*: 

[hermione comes down. 
Start not; her actions shall be holy as 104 
Y ou hear my spell is lawful: do not shun her 
Until you see her die again, for then 
You kill her double. Nay, present your hand: 
W'hen she was young you woo d her; now in 
age »o8 

Is she become the suitor! 

Leon. [Embracing her.] O! she’s warm. 

If this be magic, let it be an art 
Lawful as eating. 

Pol. She embraces him. 

Cam. She bangs about his neck: 112 

If she pertain to life let her speak too. 

Pol. Ay; and make’t manifest where she has 
liv’d. 

Or how stol’n from the dead. 

Paul. That she is living. 

W’ere it but told you, should be booted at n6 
Like an old tale; but it appears she lives, 
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Though yet she speak not Mark 8 little while, Thou ihouldst a husband take by my coo* 
Please you to interpose, fair madam: kneel sent, 136 

And pray your mother's blessing, Turn, good As I by thine a wife: this is a natch, 
lady; 120 And made between’s by vows. Thouhastfoimd 

Our Perdita is found. nine; 

[Presenting phrdita, who kwh to But how, is to be question’d: for I jaw her, 
hermione, As 1 thought dead, and nave i vain said 
far. You gods, look down, many 140 

And fron your sacred vials pour your graces A prayer upon her grave, 11 not seek far,— 
Upon my daughter’s head! Tell me, mine own, For him, 1 partly know his mind,—to find thee 
where hast thou been preserv'd? where liv'd? As honourable husband. Cone, Camillo, 
how found 124 And take her by the hand; whose forth and 

Thy father’s court ? for thou shalt hear that I, honesty 144 

Knowing by Paulina that the oracle Is richly noted, and here justified 
Gave hope thou wast in being, have preserv’d By us, a pair ot kings, let’s from thjs place, 
Myself to see the issue, What! look upon my brother: bqti) your par* 

Paul. There's time enough for that; 128 dons, 

Lest they desire upon this push to trouble That e’er I put between your holy looks id 

Your joys with like relation, Go together, My ill suspicion, This' your son-in-law, 

You precious winners all: your exultation And son unto the king,-whom heavens direct- 

Partake to every one, I, an old turtle, 132 ing, 

Will wing me to some wither’d bough, and Is troth-plight to your daughter. GoodPauiina, 
there Lead us from hence, where we may leisurely ija 

My mate, that's never to be found again, Each one demand and answer to his part 
Lament till 1 am lost, Perform’d in this wide gap of time slope first 

Lion, 0 ! peace, Paulina! We were dissever’d: hastily lead ay/ay, (&««<. 
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ACT I 

Scene I. —A Room of State in the Palace. 

Enter KINO JOHN, QUEEN ELINOR, PEMBROKE, 
ESSEX, SALISBURY, and Others, with CHA- 
TILLON. 

K. John. Now, say, ChatUlon, what would 
France with us} 

Chat. Thus, alter greeting, speaks the King 
of France, 

in my behaviour, to the majesty, 

The borrow’d majesty of England here. 4 
Eli. A strange beginning; ‘borrow'd ma¬ 
estri’ 

. John. Silence, good mother; hear the 
embassy. 

Chat. Philip of France, in right and true 
behalf 

Of thy deceased brother Geffrey's son, * 
Arthur Plantagenet, lays most lawful claim 
To this fair island and the territories. 

To Ireland, Poictiers, Anjou, Touraine, Maine; 
Desiring thee to lay aside the sword ta 
Which sways usurpingly these several titles, 
And put the same into young Arthur's hand, 
Thy nephew and right royal sovereign. 
a . John. What follows if we disallow of this ? 
Chat. The proud control of fierce and bloody 
war, 17 

To enforce these rights so forcibly withheld. 

K. John. Here have we war for war, and 
blood for blood, 

Controhnentforcontrolment: soanswerFrance. 
Chat. Then take my king’s defiance from my 
mouth, ai 

The furthest limit of my embassy. 
a. John. Bear mine to him, and so depart 
in peace: 

Be thou as lightning in the eyes of France; 24 
For*ere thou canst report I will be there, 
p>e thunder of my cannon shall be heard. 

So, hence! Be thou the trumpet of our wrath 


And sullen presage of your own decay. a* 
An honourable conduct let him have: 
Pembroke, look to’t. Farewell, Chatilttn. 

[Exeunt chattllon and PEMBROKE. 
Eli. What now, my son! have I not ever said 
How that ambitious Constance would not cease 
Till she had kindled France and all the world 33 
Upon the right and party of her son? 

This might have been prevented and made whole 
With very easy arguments of love, 3t 

Which now the manage of two kingdoms mult 
With fearful bloody issue arbitrate. 

K.John. Our strong possession and our right 
for us. 

Eli. Your strong possession much more than 
your right, 40 

Or else it must go wrong with you and me: 

So much my conscience whispers in your ear. 
Which none but heaven and you and I s hall hear . 

Enter a Sheriff, who whispers ESSEX. 
Essex. My liege, here is the strangest con¬ 
troversy, 44 

Come from the county to be judg’d by yon. 
That e'er J heard: shall I produce the men? 

K. John. Let them approach. [Exit Sheriff? 
Our abbeys and our pnories shall pay 4S 
This expedition’s charge. 

Reenter Sheriff, with Robert faulconbrxdgi 
and PHILIP, his Bastard Brother. 

What men are you? 
Bast. Your faithful subject I, a gentleman 
Bom in Northamptonshire, and eldest son. 
As 1 suppose, to Robert Faulconbridge, 32 
A soldier, by the honour-giving hand 
Of Cceur-de-Lion knighted in the field, 
if. John. What art thou? 

Rob. The son and heir to that same Faul¬ 
conbridge. 3$ 

K. John. Is that the elder, and art thou the 
heir? 

You came not of one mother then, it seems. 
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Bast. Most certain of one mother, mighty 
king. 

That is well known: and, as I think, one father: 
But for the certain knowledge of that truth 61 
I put you o'er to heaven and to my mother: 

Of that f doubt, as all men’s children may. 
Eli. Out on thee, rude man! tnou dost shame 
thy mother 64 

And wound her honour with this diffidence. 

Bast. I, madam? no, I have no reason for it; 
That is my brother’s plea and none of mine; 
The which if he can prove, a’ pops me out 68 
At least from fair five hundred pound a year: 
Heaven guard my mother's honour and my 
land! 

K. John. A good blunt fellow. Wby, being 
younger born. 

Doth he lay claim to thine inheritance ? 72 

Bast. I know not why, except to get the land. 
But once he slander’d me with bastardy: 

But whe'r I be as true-begot or no, 

That still I lay upon my mother’s head; 76 
But that 1 am as well-bcgot, my liege,— 

Fair fail the bones that took the pains for me!— 
Compare our faces and be judge yourself. 

If old Sir Robert did beget us both, So 
And were our father, and this son like him; 

O old Sir Robert, father, on my knee 
I give heaven thanks I was not like to thee! 

K. John. Why, what a madcap hath heaven 
lent us here! 84 

Eli. HehathatrickofCoeur-de-Uon’sface; 
The accent of his tongue affecteth him. 

Do you not read some tokens of my son 
In the large composition of this man? 88 
K. John. Mine eye hath well examined his 


parts, 
ndfin ‘ 


And finds them perfect Richard. Sirrah, speak: 
What doth move you to claim your brother’s 
land? 

Bast. Because he hath a half-face, like my 
father. 92 

With half that face would he have all my land: 
A half-fac’d groat five hundred pound a year! 
Rob. My gracious liege, when that my father 
liv'd, 

Your brother did employ my father much,— 9S 
Bast. Well, sir, by tliis you cannot get my 
land: 

Your tale must be how he employ’d my mother. 

Rob. And once dispatch’d him in an embassy 
To Germany, there with the emperor 100 

To treat of high affairs touching that time. 
The advantage of his absence took the king, 
And in the mean time sojourn’d at my father's; 
Where how he did prevail I shame to speak, 104 
But truth is truth: large lengths of seas and 
shores 

Between my fit (her and my mother lay,— 

As I have heard my father speak himself,— 
When this same lusty gentleman was got. so8 
Upon his death-bed he by will bequeath’d 
His lands to me, and took it on his death 
That this my mother’s son was none of Ids; 
An if he were, he came into the world m 
Rull fourteen weeks before the course of time. 


Then, good my liege, let me have what is mine. 
My father’s land, as was my father’s will. 11 j 
K. John. Sirrah, your brother is legitimate; 
Your father’s wife did after wedlock bear him, 
And if she did play false, the fault was hers; 
Which fault lies on the hazards of all husbands 
That marry wives. Tell me, how if my brother, 
Wno, as you say, took pains to get this son, 121 
Had of your father claim’d this son for his? 

In sooth, good friend, your father might have 
kept 

This calf bred from his cow from all the world; 
In sooth he might: then, if he were my brother's. 
My brother might not claim him; nor your 
father. 

Being none of his, refuse him: this concludes; 
My mother’s son did get your father’s heir; 128 
Your father’s heir must have your father’s land. 
Rob. Shall then my father's will be of no 
force 

To dispossess that child which is not his? 

Bast. Of no more force to dispossess me, sir, 
Than was his will to get me, as I think. 133 
Eli. Whe’r hadst thou rather be a Faulcon- 
bridge 

And like thy brother, to enjoy thy land, 

Or the reputed son of Cceur-de-Lion, 136 
Lord of thy presence and no land beside? 

Bast. Madam,anifmy brotherhadmy shape. 
And I had his, Sir Robert his, like him; 

And if my legs were two such riding-rods, 140 
My arms such eel-skins stuff’d, my face so thin 
That in mine ear I durst not stick a rose 
Lest men should say, ‘Look, where three-far¬ 
things goes!’ 

And, to his shape, were heir to an this land, 144 
Would I might never stir from off this place, 
I’d give it every foot to have this face: 

I would not be Sir Nob in any case. 

Eli. I like thee weU: wilt thou forsake thy 
fortune, u<t 

Bequeath thy land to him, and follow me? 

I am a soldier and now bound to France. 

Bast. Brother, take you my land, I’ll take 
my chance. 151 

Your face hath got five hundred pounds a year, 
Yet sell your face for five pence and ’tis dear. 
Madam, I’ll follow you unto the death. 

Eii. Nay, I would have you go before me 
thither. 

Bast. Our country manners give our betters 
way. 156 

K. John. What is thy name? 

Bast. Philip, my liege, so is my name begun; 
Philip, good old Sir Robert’s wife’s eldest son. 
K. John. From henceforth bear his name 
whose form thou bearut: 160 

Kneel thou down Philip, but arise more great; 
Arise Sir Richard, and Plants genet. 

Bast. Brother by the mother's side, give me 
your hand: 

My father gave me honour, yours gave land. 164 
Now blessed be the hour, by night or day, 
When I was got, Sir Robert was awayl 
Eli. The very spirit of Plantagenetl 
I am thy grandam, Richard: call me so. r«* 
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Bast. Madam, by chance but not by truth; 
what though? 

Something about, a little from the right. 

In at the window, or else o’er the hatch: 

Who dares not stir by day must walk by night. 
And have is have, however men do catch. 173 
Near or far off, well won is still well shot. 

And I am 1 , howe’er I was begot. 

K. John. Go, Fauiconbridge : now hast thou 
thy desire; i-,» 

A landless knight makes thee a landed squire. 
Come, madam, and come, Richard: we must 
speed 

For 1 - ranee, for France, for it is more than need. 
Bust. Brother, adieu: good fortune come to 
tncel 180 

For thou wast got i' the way of honesty. 

I Exeunt all but the BASTARD. 
A foot of honour better than I was, 

But many a many foot of land the worse. 

Well, now can 1 make any Joan a ludy. 1S4 
‘Good den, Sir Richardr ‘God-a-mercy, fel¬ 
low!’ 

And if his name be George, I’ll call him Peter; 
For new-made honourdothforgetmen’snames: 
’Tis too respective and too sociable 1S8 

For your conversion. Now your traveller. 

He and his toothpick at my worship's Mess, 
And when my knightly stomach is suffic’d. 
Why then I suck my teeth, and catechize 192 
My picked man of countries: "My dear sir,’— 
Thus, leaning on mine elbow, I begin,— 

‘I shall beseech you,'—that is question now; 
And then comes answer like an a bscy-book: 

‘O, sir,’ says answer, ‘at your best command; 
At your employment; at your service, sir:' 

' No, sir,’ says question, * I, sweet sir, at yours: ’ 
And so, ere answer knows what question would, 
Saving in dialogue of compliment, 201 

And talking of the Alps and Apennines, 

The Pyrenean and the river Po, 

It draws toward supper in conclusion so. 204 

But this is worshipful society 

And hts the mounting spirit like myself; 

For he is but a bastard to the time, 

That doth not smack of observation: 208 

Arid so am I, whether 1 smack or no; 

And not alone in habit and device. 

Exterior form, outward accoutrement. 

But from the inward motion to deliver 212 
Sweet, sweet, sweet poison for the age’s tooth. 
Which, though I will not practise to deceive. 
Yet, to avoid deceit, I mean to learn; 

For it shall slicw the footsteps of my rising. 216 
But who comes in such haste in riding-robes? 
What woman-post is this ? bath she no husband 
That will take pains to blow a horn before her ? 

Enter lady favlconbridge and James 

GURNEY. 

O me! it Is my mother. How now, good lady! 
What brings you here to court so hastily? 221 
■uWv F. Where is that slave, thy brother? 
where is he. 

That holds in chase mine honour up and down? 


Bart. My brother Robert? old Sir Robert’s 
son ? 224 

CoKirand the giant, that same mighty man? 
is 1, Sir Robert’s son ihat ycu seek so ? 

Lady F. Sir Robert’s soul Ay, thou un- 
reverend boy, 

Sir Robert’s son: why scorn'st thou at Sir 
Robert? 228 

He is Sir Robert’s son, and so art thou. 

Bast. James Gurney, wilt thou give us leave 
awhile? 

Gur. Good leave, good Philip. 

Bust. 1 hihp! sparrow I James, 

There’s toys abroad: anon I'll tell thee moie. 

[Exit GURNEY. 

Madam, I was not old Sir Robert's son: 233 
Sir Robert might have eat his part in me 
Upon Good-Friday and ne’er broke his fast. 
Sir Robert could do well: marry, to confess. 
Could he get me? Sir Robert could not do 
it: 

We know his handiwork: therefore, good 
mother. 

To whom am X beholding for these limbs? 

Sir Robert never holp to make this leg. 240 
Lady F. Hast thou conspired with thy bto- 
thcr too, 

That for thine own gain shouldst defend mine 
honour? 

What means this scorn, thou most untoward 
knave? 

Bast. Knight, knight, good mother, Basi- 
lisco-like. 244 

What! I am dubb’d; I have it on my shoulder. 
But, mother, I am not Sir Robert's son; 

I have disclaim’d Sir Robert and my land; 
Legitimation, name, and all is gone. 248 
Then, good my mother, let me know my father; 
Some proper man, I hope; who was it, mother? 
lady F. Hast thou dented thyself a Fauicon¬ 
bridge? 

Bast. As faithfully as I deny the devil, ass 
Lady F. King Richard Cccur-de-Lion was 
thy father: 

By long and vehement suit I was seduc’d 
To make room for him in my husband's bed. 
Heaven lay not my transgression to my charge! 
Thou art the issue of my dear offence, 237 
Which was so strongly urg’d past my defence. 

Bast. Now, by this light, were I to get again. 
Madam, I would not wish a better father. 260 
Some sins do bear their privilege on earth. 
And so doth yours; your fault was not your 
folly: 

Needs must you lay your heart at bis dispose, 
Subjected tribute to commanding love, 264 
Against whose fury and unmatched force 
The aweless lion could not wage the fight. 

Nor keep his princely heart from Richard’s 
hand. 

He that perforce robs Hons of their hearts 26* 
May easily win a woman’s. Ay, my mother. 
With all my heart I thank thee for mv lathe:! 
Who lives and dares but say thou didst not well 
When I was got, 1 ’U send his soul to hell. 27a 
Come, lady, I will show thee to my kin; 
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And they shall say, when Richard me begot. 
If thou hadst said him nay, it had been sin: 
Who says it was, he lies: 1 say, ’twas not. 276 

[Exeunt. 

ACT n 

Scene I. — France. Before the Walls of 
Anglers. 

Enter, on one side, the duke of Austria, and 
Forces; on the other, PHILIP, King of France, 
and Forces, lewis, Constance, ARTHUR, and 
Attendants. 

K. Phi. Before Angiers well met, brave 
Austria. 

Arthur, that great forerunner of thy blood, 
Richard, that robb’d the lion of his heart 
And fought the holy wars in Palestine, 4 
By this brave duke came early to his grave: 
And, for amends to his posterity. 

At our importance hither is he come. 

To spread his colours, boy, in thy behalf, 8 
And to rebuke the usurpation 
Of thy unnatural uncle. English John: 
Embrace him, love him, give him welcome 
hither. 

Arth. Cod shall forgive you Coeur-de-Lion’s 
death is 

The rather that you give his offspring life, 
Shadowing their right under your wings of 
war. 

I give you welcome with a powerless hand. 

But with a heart full of unstained love: 16 

Welcome before the gates of Angieis, duke. 

K. Phi. A .noble boy! Who would not do 
thee right? 

Aust. Upon thy cheek lay I this zealous kiss, 
As seal to this indenture of my love, 20 

That to my home I will no more return 
Till Angiers, and the right thou hast in France, 
Together with that pale, that white-fac’d shore. 
Whose foot spurns back the ocean's roaring 
tides 24 

And coops from other lands her islanders, 
Even till that England, hedg’d in with the main. 
That water-walled bulwark, still secure 
And confident from foreign purposes, 28 

Even till that utmost corner of the west 
Salute thee for her king: till then, fair hoy, 

Will I not think of home, but follow arms. 
Const. O 1 take hismother's thanks, a widow's 
thanks, 32 

Till your strong hand shall help to give him 
strength 

To make a more requital to your love. 

Aust. The peace of heaven is theirs that lilt 
their swords 

In such a just and charitable war. 3< 

K. Phi. Weil then, to work: our cannon shall 
be bent 

Against the brows of this resisting town. 

Call for our chiefest men of discipline. 

To cull the plots of best advantages: 40 

Well lay before this town our royal bones, 
Wade to the market-place in Frenchmen's 
blood. 


But we trill make it subject to this boy. 

Const. Stay for an answer to your embassy, 
Lest unadvis’d you stain your swords with 
blood. 45 

My Lord Chatillon may from England bring 
That right in peace which here we urge in 
war; 

And then we shall repent each drop of blood 4> 
That hot rash haste so indirectly shed. 

Enter CHATILLON. 

K. Phi. A wonder, lady! lo, upon thy wish. 
Our messenger, Chatillon, is Arriv'd! 

What England says, say briefly, gentle lord; 52 
We coldly pause for thee; ChatUlon, speak. 
Chat. Then turn your forces from this paltry 
siege 

And stir them up against a mightier task. 
England, impatient of your just demands, ;6 
Hath put himself in arms: the adverse winds. 
Whose leisure I have stay'd, have given him 
time 

To land his legions all as soon as I; 

His marches are expedient to this town, 60 
His forces strong, his soldiers confident. 

With him along is come the mother-queen. 
An Ate, stirring him to blood and strife: 

With her her niece, the Lady Blanch of Spain; 
With them a bastard of the king’s deceas’d; 6 } 
And all the unsettled humours of the land. 
Rash, inconsiderate, fiery voluntaries, 

With ladies' faces and fierce dragons’ spleens, <8 
Have sold their fortunes at their native homes. 
Bearing their birthrights proudly on their backs. 
To make a hazard of new fortunes here. 

In brief, a braver choice of dauntless spirits 72 
Than now the English bottoms have waft o'er 
Did never float upon the swelling tide. 

To do offence and scathe in Christendom. 

[Drums heard within. 
The interruption of their churlish drums 76 
Cuts off more circumstance; they are at hand. 
To parley or to fight; therefore twepare. 
a. Phi. How much unlook'd for is this ex¬ 
pedition ! 

Aust. By how much unexpected, by so much 
We must awake endeavour for defence, 81 
For courage mounteth with occasion: 

Let them be welcome then, we are prepar’d. 

Enter king john, elinor, blanch, the bastard. 
Lords, and Forces. 

K. John. Peace be to France, if France in 
peace permit 84 

Our just and lineal entrance to our own; 

If not, bleed France, and peace ascend to 
heaven. 

Whiles we, God’s wrathful agent, do correct 
Their proud contempt that Seats his peace to 
heaven. 88 

K. Phi. Peace be to England, if that war 
return 

From France to England, there to live in peace. 
England we love; and, for that England’s take 
With burden of our armour here we sweat: as 
This toil of ours should be a work of thine; 
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But thou from loving England art so far 
That thou hast under-wrought his lawful king, 
Cut off the sequence of posterity, 9$ 

Out-faced infant state, and done a rape 
Upon the maiden virtue of the crown. 

Look here upon thy brother Geffrey's face: 
These eyes, these brows, were moulded out of 
his; too 

This little abstract doth contain that large 
Which died in Geffrey, and the hand of time 
Shall draw this brief into as huge a volume. 
That Geffrey was thy elder brother bom, 104 
And this his son; England was Geffrey’s right 
And this is Geffrey's. In the name of God 
How comes it then that thou art call’d a king. 
When living blood doth in these temples beat. 
Which owe the crown that thou o'ermasterest? 
K. John. From whom hast thou this great 
commission, France, 

To draw my answer from thy articles? 

K. Phi. From that supernal judge, that stirs 
good thoughts ns 

In any breast of strong authority, 

To look into the blots and stains of right: 

That judge hath made me guardian to this 
boy: 

Under whose warrant I impeach thy wrong, 116 
And by whose help I mean to chastise it. 

K. John. Alack! thou dost usurp authority. 
K. Phi. Excuse; it is to beat usurping down. 
Eli. Who is it thou dost call usurper, 
France? «o 

Const. Let me make answer; thy usurping 
son. 

Eli. Out, insolent 1 thy bastard shall be king. 
That thou mayst be a queen, end check the 
world! 

Const. My bed was ever to thy son as true 
As thine was to thy husband, and this boy 123 
I.iker in feature to his father Geffrey 
Than thou and John in manners; being as like 
As rain to water, or devil to his dam. ts8 
My boy a bastard! By my soul I think 
His father never was so true begot: 

It cannot be an if thou wert his mother. 

Eli. There’s a good mother, boy, that blots 
thf fether. 132 

Cohst. There’s a good grandam, boy, that 
would blot thee. 

Auit. Peace! 

Bait. Hear the crier, 

dulr. What the devil art thou? 

Bast. One that will play the devil, sir, with 
you. 

An a’ may catch your hide and you alone. 236 
Vou are the hare of whom the proverb goes, 
Whose valour plucks dead lions by the beard. 
I’ll smoke your skin-coat, an 1 catch you right 
Sirrah, look to’t: 1 * faith, I will, i* faith. 140 
Blanch. Ol well did he become that Ilona 

That d&'dis»»ae the lion of that robe. 

Bast: It lies as sightly on the back of him 
As great Alddee’ shows upon an ass; 144 
But, ass, 1*11 take that burden from your back, 
Or lay on that shall make your shoulders crack. 


Aust. What cracker is this mim that dtafs 
our ears 

With this abundance of superfluous breath ? >48 
King,—Lewis, determine what we shall do 
straight. 

K. Phi. Women and fools, break off your 
conference. 

King John, this is the very sum of all: 

England and Ireland, Anjou, Touraine, Maine, 
In right of Arthur do I claim of thee. 153 
Wilt thou resign them and lay down thy arms? 
K. John. My life as soon: I do defy thee, 
France. 

Arthur of Britaine, yield thee to my hand; ij« 
And out of my dear love I’ll give thee more 
Than e’er the coward hand of France can win. 
Submit thee, boy. 

Eli. Come to thy grandam, child. 

Const. Do, child, go to it grandam, child; 160 
Give grandam kingdom, and it grandam will 
Give it a plum, a cherry, and a fig; 

There's a good grandam, 

Arth. Good my mother, peace! 

I would that I were low laid in my grave: i «4 
I am not worth this coil that’s made for me. 

Eli. His mother shames him so, poor boy, he 
weeps. 

Const. Now shame upon you, whe’r she does 
or no! 

His grandam’s wrongs, and not his mother s 
shames, *68 

Draw those heaven-moving pearls from his poor 
eyes. 

Which heaven shall take in nature of a fee; 

Ay, with these crystal beads heaven shall be 
brib’d 

To do him justice and revenge on you. 172 

Eli. Thou monstrous slanderer of heaven 
and earth 1 

Const. Thou monstrous injurer of heaven 
and earth! 

Call not me slanderer; thou and thine usurp 
The dominations, royalties, and rights 176 
Of this oppressed boy: this is thy eld’st son’s son, 
Infortunale in nothing but in thee: 

Thy sins are visited in this poor child; 

The canon of the law is laid or. him, : 8 o 
Being but the second generation 
Removed from tby sin-conceiving womb. 

K. John. Bedlam, have done. 

Const. I have but this to say, 

That he’s not only plagued for her sin, 184 
But God hath made her sin and her the plague 
On this removed issue, plagu’d for her, 

And with her plague, her sin; his injury 
Her injury, the beadle to her sin, 18I 

All punish’d in the person of this child. 

And all for her. A plague upon her! 

Eli. Thou unadvised scold, I can produce 
A will that bars the title of thy son. 192 

Const. Ay, who doubts that ? a will! a wicked 
will; 

A woman’s will; a canker’d grandam’s will! 

K. Phi. Peace, lady! pauae, or be more tem¬ 
perate: 

It ill beseems this pretence to cry aim 196 
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To thine ill-timed repetitions. 

Some trumpet summon hither to the walls 
These men of Anglers: let us hear them spealc 
Whose title they admit, Arthur’s or John's. *oo 

Trumpet sounds. Enter Citizens upon the 
Walls. 

First Cit. Who is it that hath warn'd us to 
the walls? 

K. Phi. 'Tie France, for England. 

K. John. England for itself. 

You men of Angiers, and my loving subjects,— 
K. Phi. You loving men of Angiers, Arthur's 
subjects, ms 

Our trumpet call’d you to this gentle parle,— 
K. John. For our advantage; therefore hear 
us first. 

These flags of France, that are advanced here 
Before the eye and prospect of your town, ao 8 
Have hither march’d to your endamagement: 
The cannons have their bowels full of wrath, 
And ready mounted an they to spit forth 
Their iron indignation 'gainst your walls: in 
All preparation for a bloody siege 
Ana merciless proceeding by these French 
Confronts your city’s eyes, your winking gates; 
And but for our approach those sleeping stones. 
That as a waist do girdle you about, 317 
By the compulsion of then ordinance 
By this time from their fixed beds of lime 
Had been dishabited, and wide havoc made aao 
For bloody power to rush upon your peace. 
But on the tight of us your lawful king,— 
Who painfully with much expedient inarch 
Have brought a countercheck before your gates, 
To save unscratch'd your uty’s threaten'd 
cheeks,— 22s 

Behold, the French amaz’d vouchsafe a parle; 
And now, instead of bullets wrapp’d in fire. 
To make a shaking fever in your walls, 128 
They shoot but calm words folded up in smoke. 
To make a faithless error in your ears: 

Which trust accordingly, kind citizens. 

And let us in. your Idng, whose labour'd spirits, 
Forwearied in this action of swift speed, 333 
Crave harbourage within your dty walls. 

K. Phi. When I have said, make answer to 
us both. 

Lol In this right hand, whose pri. action 336 
Is most divinely vow’d upon the right 
Of him it holds, stands young Plantagenet, 

Son to the cider brother of this man . 

And king o''er him and all that he enjoys: 240 
For this down-trodden equity, we tread 
In war-like march these greens before your town. 
Being no further enemy to you 
Than the constraint of hospitable zeal, 344 
In the relief of this oppressed child, 
Religiously provokes. Be pleased then 
To pay that duty which yon truly owe 
To him that owes it, namely, this young prince; 
And then our arms, like to a muzzled bear, 349 
Save in aspect, have all offence seal’d up; 

Our cannons' malice vainly shall be spent 
Against the invulnerable clouds of heaven; aja 
And with a blessed and unvex’d retire, 


With unhack'd swords and helmets all un¬ 
bruis’d. 

We will bear home that lusty blood again 
Which Imre we came to spout against your 
town, 336 

And leave your children, wives, and you, in 
peace. 

But if you fondly pass our proffer’d offer, 

Tis not the roundure of your old-fac’d walls 
Can hide you from our messengers of war. 260 
Though all these English and their discipline 
Were harbour'd in (heir rude circumference. 
Then tell us,shall your city call us lord, 

In that behalf which we have challeng'd it? 264 
Or shall we give the signal to our rage 
And stalk in blood to our possession? 

First Cit. In brief, we are the King of Eng¬ 
land's subjects: 

For him, and m his right, we hold this town. 268 
K. John. Acknowledge then the Idng, and 
let me in. 

First Cit. That can we not; but he that proves 
the king. 

To him will we prove loyal: till that 
Have we ramm'd up our gates against the world. 
K. John. Doth not the crown of England 
prove the king? 373 

And if not that, I bring you witnesses, 

Twice fifteen thousand hearts of England’s 
breed,— 

Bast. Bastards, and else. 376 

K. John. To verify our tide with their lives. 
K. Phi. As many and as well-bom bloods as 
those,— 

Bast. Some bastards too. 

K. Phi. Stand in his face to contradict his 
claim. 280 

First Cit. Till thou compound whose right 
is worthiest, 

We for the worthiest hold the right Atom both. 
K. John. Then God forgive the sins of all 
those souls 

That to their everlasting residehce, 3(4 

Before the dew of evening fail, shall fleet. 

In dreadful trial of our kingdom's king! 

K. PM. Amen, Amen! Mount, chevaliers! 
to arms! 

Bast. Saint George, that swing’d the dragon, 
and e er 288 

Sits on his hone back at mine hostess' door, 
Teach us some fence! [To austiua.] Sirrah, 
were I at home. 

At your den, sirrah, with your lioness, 

I would set an ox-head to your lion’s hide, 393 
And make a monster of you. 
dust. Peace! no more. 

Bast, pi tremble, for you hear the lion roar. 
K. John. Up higher to the plain; where well 
set forth 

In best appointment all our regiments. 396 
Bast. Speed then, to take advantage of the 

•T. Phi. It shall be so; [To Liwn.] and at the 
other hill 

Command the rest to stand. God, and our 
right! [Emm* 
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Alarums and excursions; then a retreat. Enter 
a French Herald, with ti impels, to the gates. 
F. Her. Y ou men of Angiers, open wide your 

Wfflj 300 

Andictyoung Arthur, Duke of Britain:, in. 
Who, by the hand of France this day hath made 
Much work for tears in many an English mother, 
Whose sons lie scatter'd on the bleeding ground; 
Many a widow’s husband grovellinglies, 305 
Coldly embracing the discolour’d earth; 

And victory,, with little loss, doth play 
Upon the dancing banners of the French, jog 
Who are at hand, triumphantly display’d. 

To enter conquerors and to proclaim 
Arthur of Britaine England’s king and yours. 

Enter English Herald, with trumpets. 

E. Her. Rejoice, you men of Angiers, ring 
your bells; 31s 

King John, your king and England’s, doth ap¬ 
proach. 

Commander of this hot malicious day. 

Their armours, that match’d hence so silver- 
bright. 

Hither return all gilt with Frenchmen’s blood; 
There stuck no plume in any En glish crest 317 
That is removed by a staff of France; 

Our colours do return in those same hands 
That did display them when we first march’d 
forth; 310 

And, like ajolly troop of huntsmen, come 
Our lusty English, all with purpled hands 
Dy’d in the dying slaughter of their foes. 
Open your gates and give the victors way. 314 
First Cit. Heralds, from off our towers we 
might behold. 

From first to last, the onset and retire 
Of both your armies; whose equality 
By our best eyes cannot be censured: 328 

Mood hath bought blood, and blows have an¬ 
swer’d blows; 

Strength match’d with strength, and power 
confronted power: 

Both are alike; and both alike we like. 

One must prove greatest: while they weigh so 
even, 33* 

We hold our town for neither, yet for both. 


Re-enter the two KINOS, with their powers, 
severally. 

K. John. France, hast thou yet more blood 
to cast away} 

Say, shall the current of our right run on} 
Whose passage, vex’d with thy Impediment, 33* 
Shall leave bit native channel and o’erswell 
With course disturb’d even thy confining shores. 
Unless thou let Ms silver water keep 
A peaceful progress to the ocean. 340 

K. Phi. England, thou hast not sav’d one 
drop of blood. 

In this hot trial, more than we of France; 
Rather, lost more: and by this hand I swear. 
That sways the earth this climate overlooks, 344 
Before we will lay down our just-borne arms, 
We’ll put thee down, 'gainst whom these arms 
wc bear. 


Or add a royal number to the dead. 

Gracing the scroll that tells of this war’s lorn 34* 
With atonghter coupled to the name of kings. 

Bast. Ha, majesty! how high thy glory tower* 
When the rich blood of kings is set on fire! 

Ol now doth Death line iua dead chops with 
steel; 332 

The swords of soldiers an his teeth, Ms tangs; 
And now he feasts, mousing the flesh of men. 
In undetermin’d differences of kings. 

Why stand these royal fronts amazed thus? 

Cry ‘havoc!’ kings; back to the stained field. 
You equal-potenta, fiery-kindled spirits! 

Then let confbsion of one part confirm 
The other’s peace; till then, blows. Mood, and 
deathl 460 

K John. Whose party do the townsmen yet 
admit} 

K. Phi. Speak, citizens, for England; who’s 
your king} 

First Cit. The King Of England, whan we 
know the king. 

K. Phi. Know him in us, that here hold up 
his right. 364 

K. John. In us, that are our own great deputy. 
And bear possession of our person here, 

Lord of our presence, Angiers, and of you. 
First Cit. A greater power than we denies all 
this: s«* 

And, till it be undoubted, we do lock 
Our former scruple in our strong-barr’d rates. 
Kings of ourselves: until our fears, resohr d. 

Be by some certain king purg’d and depos'd. 37 * 
Bast. By heaven, these scroylet at Angiers 
flout you, kings. 

And stand securely on their battlements 
As in a theatre, whence they gape and point 
At your industrious scenes ana acts death. 37 t 
Your royal presences be rul’d by me: 

Do like the murines of Jerusalem, 

Be friend* awhile and both conjointly bend 
Your sharpest deeds of maboe on this town. 3*0 
By east and west let France and England mount 
Their battering cannon charged to the mouths. 
Till their soul-fearing clamours have brawl’d 
down 

The flinty ribs of this contemptuous city: jls 
I’d play 1 icessantiy upon these jades. 

Even all unfenced desolation 
Leave them as naked as the vulgar air. 

That done, dissever your united strengths, 38* 
And part your mingled colours once again; 
Turn face to face and Moody point to point; 
Then, in a moment, Fortune shall cull forth 
Out of one side her happy minkm, 3** 
To whom in favour she shall give the day. 

And kiss Mm with a glorious victory. 

How like you this wild counsel, mighty states} 
Smacks it not something of the policy ? 39 < 

K. John. Now, by the sky that hangs above 
our heads, 

I like it well. France, shall we knit our powen 
And lay this Angiers even with the pound; 
Then after fight who shall be king of it? 400 
Bast. An if thou hast the mettle of a king, 
Being wrong'd as we are by this peevish town. 
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Turn thou the mouth of thy artillery, 

As we will ours, against these saucy watts; 4°4 
And when that we have dash’d them to the 
ground. 

Why then defy each other, and, pell-mell. 
Make work upon ourselves, for heaven or hell. 
K. Phi. Let it be so. Say, where will you 
assault! 408 

K. John. We from the west will send de¬ 
struction 

Into this city’s bosom. 

Aust. I from the north. 

K. Phi. Our thunder from the south 

Shall rain their drift of bullets on this town. 411 
Bast. O, prudent discipline! From north to 
south 

Austria and France shoot in each other’s mouth: 
TO stir them to it. Come, away, awayl 
First Cit. Hear us, great kings; vouchsafe a 
while to stay, 416 

And I shall show you peace and fair-fac’d 
league; 

Win you this city without stroke or wound; 
Rescue those breathing lives to die in beds. 
That here come sacrifices for the field. 43° 
Persever not, but hear me, mighty kings. 

K. John. Speak on with favour: we are bent 
to hear. 

First Cit. That daughter there of Spain, the 
Lady Blanch, 

Is near to England: look upon the years 424 
Of Lewis the Dauphin and that lovely maid. 

If lusty love should go in quest of beauty. 
Where should he find it fairer than in Blanch! 
If zealous love should go in search of virtue. 
Where should he find it purer than in Blanch! 
If love ambitious sought a match of birth. 
Whose veins bound richer blood than Lady 
Blanch! 

Such as she is, in beauty, virtue, birth, 43 2 

Is the young Daupnin every way complete: 

If nOt complete of, say he is not she; 

Andnhe again wonts nothing, to name want, 
Ifwant it be not that she is not he: 43* 

He is the half part of a blessed mac. 

Left to be finished by such a she; 

And she a fair divided excellence, 

Whose fulness of perfection lies in him. 440 
O! two such silver currents, when they join. 
Do glorify the banks that bound them in; 
And two such shores to two such streams made 
one. 

Two such controlling bounds shall you be, 
kings, 444 

To these two prince*, if you marry them. 

This union shall do more than battery can 
To our fast-dosed gates: for at this match, 
With swifter spleen tnanpuwdercanenforce, 448 
The mouth Of passage sl 11 we fling wide ope. 
And give you entrance: but without this match, 
The sea enraged is not half so deaf, 

Liana more confident, mountains and rocks 432 
More free from motion, no, not death himself 
In mortal ftuy half so p ere m p to ry, 

Aa we to keep this city. 

Bart. Here’s a stay, 


That shakes the rotten carcase of old Death 438 
Out of his rags 1 Here's a large mouth, indeed, 
That spits forth death and mountains, rocks 
and seas, - 

Talks as familiarly of roaring lions 
As maids of thirteen do of puppy-dogs. 460 
What cannoneer begot this lusty blood! 

He speaks plain cannon fire, and smoke and 
bounce; 

He gives the bastinado with his tongue; 

Our eats are cudgell’d; not a word of his 464 
But buffets better than a fist of France. 
’Zounds! I was never so bethump'd with words 
Since I first call’d my brother’s father dad. 

Eli. [Aside to king John.] Son, list to this 
conjunction, make this match; 468 

Give with our niece a dowry large enough - 
For by this knot thou shalt so surely tie 
Thy uow unsur’d assurance to the crown. 
That yon green boy shall have no sun to ripe 47a 
The bloom that promise* a mighty fruit. 

I see a yielding in the looks of France; 

Mark how they whisper: urge them while their 
souls 

Are capable of this ambition, 476 

Lest zeal, now melted by the windy breath 
Of soft petitions, pity and remorse, 

Cool and congeal again to what it was. 

First Cit, Why answer not the double ma¬ 
jesties 48a 

This friendly treaty of our threaten’d town! 

K. Phi. Speak England first, that hath been 
forward first 

To speak unto this city: what say you! 

K. John. If that the Dauphin there, thy 
princely son. 484 

Can in this book of beauty read 'I love,’ 

Her dowry shall weigh equal with a queen: 
For Anjou, and fair Tourame, Maine, Poictiers, 
And all that we upon this side the sea,— 488 

Except this city now by us besieg’d,— 

Find liable to our crown and dignity, 

Shall gild her bridal bed and make hex rich 
In titles, honours, and promotions, 49a 

As she m beauty, education, blood. 

Holds hand with any princess of the world. 

K. Phi. What sayst thou, boy! look in the 
lady’s face. 

Lew. I do, my lord; and in her eye I find 496 
A wonder, or a wondrous miracle. 

The shadow of myself form'd in her eye; 
Which, being but the shadow of your son 
Becomes a sun, and makes your son a shadow; 
I do protest I never lov’d myself 501 

Till now infixed I beheld myself. 

Drawn In the flattering table of her eye. 

[ Whispers with blanch. 
Bast. Drawninthefiatteringtableofhereye! 
Hang’d in the frowning wrinkle of her browl 
And quarter’d in her heart! he doth espy 
Himself love’s traitor; this is pity now, 

That bang’d and drawn and quarter’d, there 
should be sot 

In such a love so vile a lout a* he. 

Blanch. My uncle’s will in this respect la 
mine: 
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If he see aught la you that makes him like. 
That anything he sees, which moves his liking, 
I can with ease translate it to my will; 513 
Or if you will, to speak more properly, 

I will enforce it easily to my love. 

Further I will not flatter you, my lord, S16 
That all I see in you is worthy love. 

Than this: that nothing do I see in you. 
Though churlish thoughts themselves should 
be your Judge, 

That I can find should merit any hate. 320 
K. John. What say these young ones? What 
say you, my niece? 

Blanch. That she is bound in honour still 
to do 

What you in wisdom still vouchsafe to say. 

K. John. Speak then, Prince Dauphin; can 
you love this lady ? 524 

Lew. Nay, ask me if I can refrain from love; 
For I do love her most unfeighedly. 

K. John. Then do E give Volquessen, Tou- 
raine, Maine, 

Poictiers, and Anjou, these five provinces, 528 
With her to thee; and this addition more, 

Full thirty thousand marks of English coin. 
Philip of France, if thou be pleas’d withal, 
Command thy son and daughter to join hands. 
K. Phi. It likes us well. Young princes, dose 
your hands. 533 

A us/. And your lips too; for I am well assur’d 
That I did so when I was first assur'd. 

X. Phi. Now, citizens Of Anglers, ope your 
, gates, 536 

Let in that amity which you have made; 

For at Saint Mary’s chapel presently 
The rites of marriage shall be solemniz’d. 

Is not the Lady Constance in this troop ? 340 
I know she is not; for this match made up 
Her presence would have interrupted much: 
Where is she and her son? tell me, who knows. 
Lew. She is sad and passionate at your high¬ 
ness’ tent. 544 

K. Phi. And, by my faith, this league that 
we have made 

Will give her sadness very little cure. 

Brother of England, how may we content 
This widow lady? In her right we came; 348 
Which we, God knows have turn’d another way. 
To our own vantage. 

X. John. WewiOhea up all; 

For we’ll create young Arthur Duke of Britaine 
And Earl of Richmond; and this rich fair town 
We make him k>ra of. Call the Lady Constance: 
Some speedy messenger bid her repair 
To our solemnity; I trust we shall. 

If not fill up the measure of her will, 356 

Yet in some measure satisfY.her so, 
that we shall stop her exclamation. 

Go we, as well as haste will suffer us. 

To this unlook’d-for unprepared pomp. $60 
[Exeunt all except the bastard. The 
Citizens retire from the walls. 
Baste Mad world! mad kings! mad com- 
. position I 

John, to stop Arthur’s title in the whole. 
Hath willingly departed with a part; 


And France, whose armour conscience budded 
on, 564 

Whom zeal and charity brought to the field 
As God’s own soldier, rounded in the ear 
With that same purpose-changer, that sly devil, 
That broker, that still breaks the pate of faith. 
That daily break-vow, he that wins of all, 369 
Of kings, of beggars, old men, young men, 
maids, 

Who having no external thing to lose 
But the word maid,* cheats the poor maid of 
that, 372 

That smooth-fac’d gentleman, tickling Com¬ 
modity, 

Commodity, the bias of the world; 

The world, who of itself is peizBd wed. 

Made to run even upon even ground, 376 
Till this advantage, this vile-drawing bias, 

This sway of motion, this Commodity, 

Makes it take head from all indifferency, 
From all direction, purpose, course, intent: 580 
And this same bias, this Commodity, 

This bawd, this broker, this all-changing word, 
Clapp’d on the outward eye of fickle France, 
Hath drawn him from his own determin’d aid. 
From a resolv’d and honourable war, 38s 
To a most base and vile-concluded peace. 

And why rail I on this Commodity? 

But for because he hath not woo’d me yet. 388 
Not that I have the power to clutch my hand 
When his fair angels would salute my palm; 
But for my band, as unattempted yet. 

Like a poor beggar, raileth on the rich. S 9 z 
Well, whiles I am a beggar, I will rail. 

And say there is no sin but to be rich, 

And being rich, my virtue then shall be 
To say there is no vice but beggary. 596 
Since kings break faith upon Commodity, 
Gain, be my lord, for 1 will worship thee! 1 Exit. 


ACT m 

Scene I.—France. The French King's Tent. 
Enter Constance, Arthur, and Salisbury. 
Const. Gone to be married! gone to swear a 
peace! 

False blood to false blood join’d! gone to tie 
friends 1 

Shall Lewis have Blanch, and Blanch those 
provinces? 

It is not so; thou hast misspoke, misheard; 4 
Be well advis’d, tell o’er thy tale again: 

It cannot be; thou dost but say ’as so. 

I trust I may not trust thee, for thy word 
Is but the vain breath of a common man: 8 
Believe me, I do not believe thee, man; 

I have 3 king’s oath to the contrary. 

Thou shalt be punish'd for thus frighting me, 
Fo> 1 am sick and capable of fears; 12 

Oppress'd with wrongs, and therefore full of 
fears; 

A widow, husbandless, subject to fears; 

A woman, naturally bore to fears; 

And though thou now can&M thoa didst hut 
jest, it 
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With my vex'd spirits I cannot take a truce. 
But the;' will quake and tremble all this day. 
What dost thou mean by shaking of thy 
head? 

Why dost thou look so sadly on my son? ao 
What means that hand upon that breast of 
thine? 

Why holds thine eye that lamentable rheum, 
Like a proud river peering o'er his bounds? 

Be these sad signs confirmers of thy words? 24 
Then speak again; not all thy former tale, 

But this one word, whether thy tale be true. 
Sal. As true as I believe yon think them 
false 

That give you cause to prove my saying true. »s 
Const. O! if thou teach me to believe this 
sorrow, 

Teach thou this sorrow how to make me die; 
And let belief and life encounter so 
As doth the fury of two desperate men 32 
Which in the very meeting fall and die. 

Lewis marry Blanch! O boy! then where art 
thou? 

France friend with England what becomes of 
me? 

Fetiow, be gone! I cannot brook thy sight: 36 
This news hath made thee a most ugly man. 
Sal. What other harm have I, good lady, 
done. 

But spoke the harm that is by others done? 

Const. Which harm within itself so heinous is 
As it makes harmful all that speak of it. 4 * 
Arth. 1 do beseech you, madam, be content. 
Const. If thou, that bidd’st me be content, 
wert grim. 

Ugly and slanderous to thy mother’s womb, 44 
Full of unpleasing blots and sightless stains. 
Lame, foolish, crooked, swart, prodigious. 
Patch d with foul moles and eye-offending 
marks, 

I would not care, I then would be content; 48 
For then I should not love thee, no, nor thou 
Become thy great birth, nor deserve a crown. 
But thou art fair; and at thy birth, dear boy. 
Nature and Fortune join'd to make thee great: 
Of Nature’s gifts thou mayst with lilies boast S 3 
And with the half-blown rose. But Fortune, OI 
She is corrupted, chang'd, and won from 
thee: 

She adulterates hourly with thine unde John, ;6 
And with her golden band hath pluck'd on 
France 

To tread down fair respect of sovereignty, 

And made his majesty the bawd to theirs. 
France is a bawd to Fortune and King John, Co 
That strumpet Fortune, that usurping Jolml 
Tell me, thou fellow, is not France forsworn? 
Envenom him with words, or get thee gone 
And leave those woes alone which I alone <4 
Am bound to underbear. 

Sal. Pardon me, madam, 

I may not go without you to the kings. 

Const. Thou mayst, thou shalt: I trill not go 
with thee. 

I will instruct my sorrows to be proud; 68 
Far grief is proud and makes his owner stoop. 


To me and to the state of my great grief 
Let kings assemble; for my grief's so great 
That no supporter but the huge firm earth 72 
Can hold it up: here I and sorrows sit; 

Here is my throne, bid kings come bow to it 
[Seats herself on the ground. 

Enter KINO JOHN, KINO PHILIP, LEWIS, BLANCH, 
ELINOR, the BASTARJD, DUKE OP AUSTRIA, and 

Attendants. 

K. Phi. 'Tis true, fair daughter; and this 
blessed day 

Ever in France shall be kept festival: 76 

To solemnize this day the glorious sun 
Stays in his course and plays the alchemist. 
Turning with splendour of his precious eye 
The meagre cloddy earth to glittering gold: 8a 
The yearly course that brings this day about 
Shall never see it but a holiday. 

Const, [/tiring.] A wicked day, and not a 
holy day! 

What hath this day deserv’d? what hath it done 
That it in golden letters should be set 85 
Among the high tides in the calendar? 

Nay, rather turn this day out of the week. 

This day of shame, oppression, perjury: ss 
Or, if it must stand still, let wives with child 
Pray that their burdens may not fall this day. 
Lest that their hopes prodigiously be cross’d: 
But on this day let seamen fear no wrack; 92 
No bargains break that are not this day made; 
This day all things begun come to ill end; 

Yea, faith itself to hollow falsehood change! 
K. Phi. By heaven, lady, you shall have no 
cause 96 

To curse the fair proceedings of this day: 
Have I not pawn’d to you my majesty? 

Const. You have beguil’d me with a counter¬ 
feit 

Resembling majesty, which, being touch’d and 
tried, >00 

Proves valueless: you are forsworn, forsworn; 
You came in arms to spill mine etiemies’blood. 
But now in arms you strengthen it with yours: 
The grappling vigour and rough flown of war 
Is cold in amity and painted peace, 105 
And our oppression hath made up this league. 
Ann^arm, you heavens, against these perjur’d 

A widow cries; be husband to me, heavens! res 
last not the hours of this ungodly day 
Wear out the day in peace; but, ere sunset, 
Set armed discord ’twixt these peijur’d kings! 
Hear me! O, hear me! 

Aust. Lady Constance, peace! 

Const. Warl wart so peace! peace & to me 
a war. 113 

O, Lymogesl O, Austria! thou dost shame 
That bloody spoil: thou slave, thou wretch, 
thou coward! 

Thou little valiant, great in viQany! trf 

Thou ever strong upon the stronger side! 
Thou Fortune’s champion, that dosl never fight 
But when her humorous ladyship is by 
To teach thee safety 1 thou art perjur'd too, tso 
And sooth’st up greatness. What a fool art thou, 
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A ramping fool, to brag, and stamp and swear 
Upon my party! Thou cold-blooded slave. 
Hast thou not spoke like thunder on my side? 
Been sworn my soldier? bidding me depend 12s 
Upon thy stars, thy fortune, and thy strength? 
And dost thou now fall over to my foes? 
Thou wear a lion’s hidel doff it for shame, 128 
And hang a calf 's-skin on those recreant limbs. 
Auit. CM that a man should speak those 
words to me. 

Bait. And hang a calf s-sldn on those re¬ 
creant limbs. 

Auit. Thou dar*st not say so, villain, for thy 
life. 132 

Bait. And hang a calf s-skin on those re¬ 
creant limbs. 

K. John. We like not this; thou dost forget 
thyself. 

Enter pandulph. 

K. PM. Here comes the holy legate of the 
pope. 

Pand. Hail, you anointed deputies of heaven! 
To thee. King John, my holy errand is. 137 
I Pandulph, of fair Milan cardinal, 

And from Pope Innocent the legate here. 

Do in his name religiously demand 140 
Why thou against the church, our holy mother. 
So wilfully dost spurn; and, force perforce. 
Keep Stephen Langton, chosen Archbishop 
Of Canterbury, from that holy see? 144 
This, in our foresald holy father's name, 

Pope Innocent. 1 do demand of thee. 

K. John. What earthly name to interroga¬ 
tories 

Can task the free breath of a sacred king? 148 
Thou canst not, cardinal, devise a name 
So slight, unworthy and ridiculous. 

To charge me to an answer, as the pope. 

Tell him this tale; and from the mouth of Eng¬ 
land 132 

Add thus much more: that no Italian priest 
Shall tithe or toll in our dominions; 

But as we under heaven are supreme head, 

So under him that great supremacy, tsS 

Where we do reign, we will alone uphold. 
Without the assistance of a mortal hand: 

So tell the pope; all reverence set apart 
To him, and his usurp'd authority. iso 

K. Phi. Brother of England, you blaspheme 
in this. 

K. John. Though you and all the kings of 
Christendom 

Are led so grossly by this meddling priest, 
Dreading the curse that money may buy out; 
And, by the merit of vile gold, dross, dust, 165 
Purchase corrupted pardon of a man. 

Who in that safe sells pardon from himself; 
Though you and all the rest so grossly led 
This juggling witchcraft with revenue cherish; 
Yet I alone, alone do me oppose 
Against the pope, and count his friends my 

Pand. Then, by the lawfhl power that I have, 
Thou shalt stand curs’d and excommunicate: 
And blessed shall he be that doth revolt 


From his allegiance to a heretic: 

And meritorious shall that hand be call'd, 176 
Canonized and worshipped as a saint. 

That takes away by any secret course 
Thy hateful life. 

Const. O! lawfrd let it be 

That I have room with Rome to curse awhile. 
Good father cardinal, cry thou amen 1S1 
To my keen curses; for without my wrong 
There is no tongue hath power to curse him 
right 

Pand. There's law and warrant lady, for 
my curse. 184 

Const. And for mine too: when law can do 
no right 

Let it be lawfrd that law bar no wrong. 

Law cannot give my child his kingdom here, 
For he that holds his kingdom holds the law: 
Therefore, since law itself is perfect wrong, 189 
How can the law forbid my tongue to curse? 

Pand. Philip of France, on peril of a curse. 
Let go the hand of that arch-heretic, 192 

And raise the power of France upon his head. 
Unless he do submit himself to Rome. 

Eli. Look’st thou pale, France? do not let 
go thy hand. 

Const. Look to that, devil, lest that France 
repent, 196 

.And by disjoining hands, hell lose a soul. 

Auit. King Phdip, listen to the cardinal. 

Bast. Andhang a calf's-skin on his recreant 
limbs. 

Aust. Well, ruffian, I most pocket up these 
wrongs, 200 

Because— 

Bast. Your breeches best may cany them. 

K. John. Philip, what sayst thou to the car¬ 
dinal? 

Const. What should he say, but as the car¬ 
dinal? 

Lew. Bethink you, father; for the difference 
Is purchase of a heavy curse from Rome, 203 
Or the light loss of England for a friend: 

Forego the easier. 

Blanch. That’s the curse of Rome. 

Const. O Lewis, stand fasti the devil tempts 
thee here, 208 

In likeness of a new untrimmed bride. 

Blanch. The Lady Constance speaks not from 
her faith. 

But from her need. 

Const. O! if thou grant my need. 

Which only lives but by the death of faith, 212 
That need must needs infer this principle, 

That faith would live again by death of need: 
Ol then, tread down my need, and faith mounts 
up; 

Keep my need up, and faith is trodden down. 

K. John. Tho king is mov’d, and answers 
not to this. 2X7 

Const. Ol be remov’d from him, and answer 
wglL 

Aust. Do so, King Philip: hang no more in 
doubt 

Bast. Hang nothing but a calfs-sldn, most 
sweet lout. 220 
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K. Phi. I am perplex’d, and know not what 
to say. 

Pond. What canst thou say but wSl perplex 
thee more, 

If thou stand excommunicate and curs’d? 

Jr. Phi. Good reverend father, make my per¬ 
son yours, 224 

And tell me how you would bestow yourself. 
This royal hand and mine are newly knit. 

And the conjunction of our inward souls 
Married in league, coupled and link'd together 
With all religious strength of sacred vows; 229 
The latest breath that gave the sound of words 
Was deep-sworn faith, peace, amity, true love. 
Between our kingdoms and our royal selves; 232 
And even before this truce, but new before. 
No longer than we well could wash our hands 
To clap this royal bargain up of peace, 
Heaven knows, they were besmear’d and over¬ 
stain'd 236 

With slaughter’s pencil, where revenge did paint 
The fearful difference of incensed kings; 

And shall these hands, so lately purg’d of blood, 
So newly join'd in love, so strong in both, 240 
Unyoke this seizure and this kind regreet? 
Flay fast and loose with faith? so jest with 
heaven. 

Make such unconstant children of ourselves. 
As now again to snatch our palm from palm. 
Unswear faith sworn, and on the marriage-bed 
Of smiling peace to march a bloody host, 

And make a riot on the gentle brow 
Of true sincerity? O! holy sir, 248 

My reverend father, let it not be sol 
Out of your grace, devise, ordain, impose 
Some gentle order, and then we shall be bless’d 
To do your pleasure and continue friends. 252 
Pand. All form is formless, order orderless, 
Save what is opposite to England's love. 
Therefore to arms! be champion of cur church. 
Or let the church, our mother, breathe her curse, 
A mother’s curse, on her revolting son. 257 
France, thou mayst hoida serpent by the tongue, 
A chafed lion by the mortal paw, 

A fasting tiger safer by the tooth, 260 

Than keep in peace that hand which thou dost 
hold. 

K. PH. I may disjoin my hand, but not my 
faith. 

Pand. So mak’st thou faith an enemy to 
faith: 

And like a civil war sett'st oath to oath, 264 
Thy tongue against thy tongue. O! let thy vow 
First made to heaven, first be to heaven per¬ 
form’d; 

That isL to be the champion of our church. 
What since thou swor’st is sworn against thyself 
And may not be performed by thyself; 269 
For that which thou hast sworn to do amiss 
Is not amiss when it is truly done; 

And being not done, where doing tends to ill. 
The truth is then most done not doing it. 273 
The better act of purposes mistook 
Is to mistake again; though indirect. 

Yet indirection thereby grows direct, 27s 
And falsehood falsehood cures, as fire cools fire 


Within the scorched veins of one new-bum'd. 
It is religion that doth make vows kept; 

But tbou hast sworn against religion 280 
By what thou swear’st, against the thing thou 
swear’st, 

And mak’st an oath the surety for thy truth 
Against an oath: the truth thou art unsure 
To swear, swears only not to be forsworn; 2B4 
Else what a mockery should it be to swear! 
But thou dost swear only to be forsworn; 

And most forsworn, to keep what thou dost 
swear. 

Therefore thy later vows against thy first 288 
Is in thyself rebellion to thyself; 

And better conquest never canst thou make 
Thau arm thy constant and thy nobler parts 
Against these giddy loose suggestions: 292 

Upon which better part our prayers come in. 
If thou vouchsafe them; but. if not, then know 
The peril of our curses light on thee 
So heavy as thou shalt not shake them off, 296 
But in despair die under their black weight. 
Aust. Rebellion, flat rebellion I 
Bast. Will’t not be? 

Will not a calf’s-skin stop toat mouth of thine? 
Lew. Father, to arms! 

Blanch. Upon thy wedding-day? 300 

Against the blood that tbou hast married? 
What! shall our feast be kept with slaughter’d 
men? 

Shall braying trumpets and loud churlish drums. 
Clamours of hell, be measures to our pomp ? 304 
O husband, hear met ay, alack! how new 
Is husband in my mouth; even for that name. 
Which till this time my tongue did ne’er pro¬ 
nounce, 

Upon my knee I beg, go not to arms 308 
Against mine uncle. 

Const. O! upon my knee, 

Made hard with kneeling, I do pray to thee. 
Thou virtuous Dauphin, alter not the doom 
Forethought by heaven. 312 

Blanch. Now shall I see thy love: what 
motive may 

Be stronger with thee than the name of wife? 
Const. That which upholdeth him that thee 
upholds. 

His honour: O! thine nonour. Lewis, thine 
honour. 3>s 

Lew. 1 muse your majesty doth seem so cold, 
When such profound respects do pull you on. 
Pand. I will denounce a curse upon his head. 
K. Phi. Thou shalt not need. England, I’ll 
fall from thee. 320 

Const. O fair return of banish’d majesty! 
Eli. O foul revolt of French inconstancy! 

K. John. France, thou shalt rue this hour 
within this hour. 

Bast. Old Time the clock-setter, that bald 
sexton Time, 324 

Is it as he will? well then, France shall rue. 
Blanch. The sun’s o’ercait with biood: fair 
day, adieu! 

Which is the side that I must go withal? 

I am with both: each army hath a hand; 32s 
And in their rage, I having hold of both. 
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They whirl asunder and dismember me. 
Husband, I cannot pray that thou mayst win; 
Unde, I needs must pray that thou mayst lose; 
Father, I may not wish the fortune thine: 333 
Grandam, I will not wish thy wishes thrive: 
Whoever wins, on that side shall I lose: 
Assured loss before the match be play’d. 336 
Lew. Lady, with me; with me thy fortune lies. 
Blanch. There where my fortune lives, there 
my life dies. 

K. Jolm. Cousin, go draw our puissance to¬ 
gether. [Exit BASTARD. 

France, I am burn’d up with inflaming wrath; 
A rage whose heat hath this condition. 341 
That nothing can allay, nothing but blood, 
The blood, and dearast-valu’d blood of France. 
K. Phi. Thy rage shall burn thee up, and 
thou shalt turn 344 

To ashes, ere our blood shall quench that fire: 
Look to thyself, Uou art in jeopardy. 

K. John. No more than he that threats. To 
arms let’s hiel [Exeunt. 


Scene U.—The Same. Plains near Angiers. 
Alarums; excursions. Enter the bastard, with 
the duke OF AUSTRIA’S head. 

Bast. Now, by my life, this day grows won¬ 
drous hot; 

Some airy devil hovers in the sky 
And pours down mischief. Austria's head lie 
there, 

While Philip breathes. 4 


Enter kino john, Arthur, and huheRt. 

K. John. Hubert, keep this boy. Philip, make 
up, 

My mother is assailed in our tent, 

And ta’en, X fear. 

Bast. My lord, I rescu’d her; 

Her highness is in safety, fear you not: 8 

But on, my liege; for very little pains 
Will bring thislabour to a happy end. [Exeunt. 


Scene XU.—The Same. 

Alarums; excursions; retreat. Enter KINO JOHN, 

ELINOR, ARTHUR, the BASTARD, HUBERT, and 

Lords. 

K. John, f To Elinor, S So shall it be; your 
grace shall stay behind 

ho strongly guarded. [To ARTHUR.1 Cousin, 
look not sad: 

ihy grandam loves thee; and thy uncle win 
As dear be to thee as thy father was. 4 

Arth. O! this will make my mother die with 
grief. 

K. John. I To the bastard.1 Cousin, away for 
England! haste before; 

And, ere our coining, see thou shake the bags 
Of hoarding abbots; set at liberty 8 

Imprison’d angels: the fat ribs of peace 
Most by the hungry now be fed upon: 

Use our commission in his utmost force. 


Bast. Bell, book, and candle shall not drive 
me back is 

When gold and silver becks me to come on. 

I leave your highness. Grandam, I will pray,— 
If ever 1 remember to be holy,— 

For your fair safety; so I kiss your hand. t« 
Eli. Farewell, gentle cousin. 

K. John. Cor, farewell. 

[Exit BASTARD. 
Eli. Come hither, little kinsman; hark, a 
word. [She takes Arthur aside. 

K. John. Come hither, Hubert O my gentle 
Hubert, 

We owe thee much; within this wall of flesh 20 
There is a soul counts thee her credito-, 

And with advantage means to pay thy love: 
And, my good friend, thy voluntary oath 
Lives in this bosom, dearly cherished. 24 
Give me thy hand. I had a thing to say. 

But 1 will fit it with some better time. 

By heaven, Hubert I am almost asham’d 
Tt> say what good respect I have of thee, as 
Hub. I am much bounden to your majesty. 
K. John. Good friend, thou hast no cause 
to say so yet; 

But tbou shalt have; and creep time ne’er so slow, 
Yet it shall come for me to do thee good. 3s 
I had a thing to say, but let it go: 

The sun is in the heaven, and the proud day, 
Attended with the pleasures of the world. 

Is all too wanton and too full of gawds 36 
To give me audience: if the midnight bell 
Did, with his iron tongue and brazen mouth, 
Sound one into the drowsy race of night; 

If this same were a churchyard where we stand, 
And thou possessed with a thousand wrongs; 41 
Or if that surly spirit, melancholy, 

Had bak’d thy blood and made it heavy-thick. 
Which else runs tickling np and down the veins, 
Making that idiot, laughter, keep men’s eyes 4} 
And strain their checks to idle merriment, 

A passion hateful to my purposes; 

Or if that tbou couldst see me without eyes, 48 
Hear me without thine ears, and make reply 
Without a tongue, using conceit alone. 
Without eyes, ears, and harmful sound of words; 
Then, in despite of brooded watchful day, 5* 
I would Into thy bosom pour my thoughts: 
Butahl I will not: yet I love thee well; 

And, by my troth, I think thou lov’st me well. 
Hub. So well, that what you bid me under¬ 
take, s« 

Though that my death were adjunct to my act. 
By heaven, I would do it, 

K.John, Do not J know thou wouidst? 
Good Hubert! Hubert, Hubert, throw thine eye 
On yon young boy: I’ll tell thee what, my 
friend, 60 

He is a very serpent in my way; 

And wheresoe’er this foot of mine doth tread 
He lies before me: dost tbou understand me? 
Thou art his keeper. 

Hub. And I’ll keep him so <4 

That he shall not offend your majesty. 

K. John. Death. 

Hub. My lord? 
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K. John. A grave. 

Hub. He shall not live. 

K. John. Enough. 

I could be merry now. Hubert, I love thee; 
Well, I’ll not say what I intend for thee: 68 
Remember. Madam, fare you well: 

1 ’U send those powers o’er to your majesty, 
Eli. My blessing go with thee! 

K. John. For England, cousin; go: 

Hubert shall be your man, attend on you 72 
With all true duty. On toward Calais, hoi 

[Exeunt. 


Scene IV .—The Same. The French King’s 
Tent. 

Enter king raws’, lewis, pandulph, 
and Attendants. 

K. Phi. So, by a roaring tempest on the flood, 
A whole annado of convicted sail 
Is scatter’d and disjoin'd from fellowship. 
Pond. Courage and comfort (all shall yet go 
well. 4 

JT. Phi. What can go well when we have run 
so ffl? 

Are we not beaten? Is not Anglers lost? 
Arthur ta'en prisoner ? divers dear friends slain ? 
And bloody England into England gone, 8 
O’erbearing interruption, spite of France? 
Lew. What he hath won that hath he forti¬ 
fied: 

So hot a speed with such advice dispos'd. 
Such temperate order in so fierce a cause, is 
Doth want example: who hath read or heard 
Of any kindred action like to this? 

K. Phi. Well could I bear that England had 
this praise, 

So we could find some pattern of our shame. 16 


Enter Constance. 


Look, who comes here! a grave unto a soul; 
Holding the eternal spirit, against her will. 

In the vile prison of afflicted breath. 

I prithee lady, go away with me. so 

Const. Lo nowl now see the issue of your 
peace. 

K. Phi. Patience, good lady! comfort, gentle 
Constance! 

Const. No, I defy all counsel, all redress, 
But that which ends all counsel, true redress, 24 
Death, death; O, amiable lovely death! 

Thou odoriferous stench! sound rottenness! 
Arise forth from the couch of lasting night. 
Thou hate and terror to prosperity, 28 
And I will Idas thy detestable bones, 

And put my eyeballs in thy vaulty brows, 

And ring these fingers with thy household worm?, 
And stop this gap of breath with fulsome dust, 
And be a carrion monster like thyself: 33 

Come, grin on me; and I will think thou smll’st 
And buss thee as thy wife! Misery’s love, 

Ol come to me, 

K. PM. ' O fldr affliction, peace! 36 
Const. No, no, I will not, having breath to 


.cry 


Ol that ffiy tongue were in the thunder’s mouth! 


Then with a passion would I shake the world. 
And rouse from sleep that fell anatomy 40 
Which cannot hear a lady's feeble voice. 
Which scorns a modem invocation. 

Pand. Lady, you utter madness, and not 
sorrow. 

Const. Thou art not holy to belie me so; 44 
I am not mad: this hair I tear is mine; 

My name is Constance; I was Geffrey’s wife; 
Young Arthur is my son, and he is lost! 

1 am not mad: I would to heaven I were! 48 
For then 'tis like I should forget myself: 

Ol if I could, what grief should I forget. 

Preach some philosophy to make me mad. 
And thou shtut be canoniz’d, cardinal; 32 

For being not mad but sensible of grief. 

My reasonable part produces reason 
How I may be deliver’d of these woes. 

And teaches me to kill or hang myself: 36 

If I were mad, I should forget my son. 

Or madly think a babe of clouts were he. 

I am not mad: too well, too well I feel 
The different plague of each calamity. 60 
K. Phi. Bind up those tresses. O! what love 
I note 

In the fair multitude of those her hairs: 
Where but by chance a silver drop hath fallen, 
Even to that drop ten thousand wiry friends 64 
Do glue themselves in sociable grief; 

Like true, inseparable, faithful loves. 

Sticking together in calamity. 

Const. To England, if you will. 

K.Phi. Bind up your hairs. $8 

Const. Yes, chat I will; and wherefore will I 
do it? 

I tore them from their bonds, and cried aloud 
‘O! that these hands could so redeem my son, 
As they have given these hairs their liberty!’ 72 
But now I envy at their liberty. 

And will again commit them to their bonds. 
Because my poor child is a prisoner. 

And, father cardinal, I have heard you say 76 
That weshall see and know our friends in heaven. 
If that be true, I shall see my boy again: 

For since the birth of Cain, the first male child. 
To him that did but yesterday suspire, 80 
There was not such a gracious creature bom. 
But now will canker-sorrow eat my bud 
And chase the native beauty from his cheek, 
And he will look as hollow as a ghost, 84 
As dim and meagre as an ague’s fit, 

And so he’ll die; and, rising so again, 

When I shall meet him in the court of heaven 
I shall not know him: therefore never, never 88 
Must I behold my pretty Arthur more. 

Pand. You hold too heinous a respect of 
jprief. 

Const. He talks to me, that never had a son. 
K. Phi. You are as fond of grief as of your 
child. 92 

Const. Grief fills the room up of my absent 
child, 

Lies in ms bed, walks up and down with me. 
Puts on his pretty looks, repeats his words, 
Remembers me of all hu gracious parts, *4 
Stuffs out bis vacant garments with his form: 
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Then have I reason to be fond of grief. 

Fare you well: had you such a loss as L 
I could give better comfort than you do. 100 
X will not keep this form upon my head 
When there is such disorder in my wit. 

O lx>rd! my boy, my Arthur, my fair son! 

My life, my joy, my food, my all the world! 104 
My widow-comfort, and my sorrows’ curel 

[Exit. 

K. Phi. I fear some outrage, and I’ll follow 
her. [Exit. 

Lew. There’s nothing in this world can make 
me joy: 

life is as tedious as a twice-told tale, 108 
Vexing the dull car of a drowsy man; 

And bitter shame hath spoil'd the sweet world’s 
taste, 

That it yields nought but shame and bitterness. 

Pand. Before the curing of a strong disease. 
Even in the instant of repair and health, 113 
The fit is strongest: evils that take leave, 

On their departure most of all show evil. 

What have you lost by losing of this day? 116 
Lew. All days of glory, joy, and happiness. 
Pand. if you had won it, certainly you had. 
No, no: when Fortune means to men most 
good. 

She looks upon them with a threatening eye. no 
'Tis strange to think how much King John 
hath lost 

In this which he accounts so clearly won. 

Are not you griev’d that Arthur is his prisoner ? 
Lew. As heartily as ho is glad he hath him. 
Pond. Your mind is all as youthful as your 
blood. . 125 

Now hear me speak with a prophetic spirit; 
For even the breath of what I mean to speak 
Shall blow each dust, each straw, each little rub. 
Out of the path which shall directly lead 
Thy foot to England’s throne; and therefore 
mark. 

John hath seiz’d Arthur; and it cannot be. 
That whiles warm life plays in that infant's 
veins * 3 2 

The misplac’d John should entertain an hour. 
One minute, nay. one quiet breath of rest. 

A sceptre snatch’d with an unruly hand . 
Must be as boisterously maintain’d as gam d; 
And he that stands upon a slippery place >37 
Makes nice of no vile hold to stay him up: 
That John may stand, then Arthur needs must 
fall; 

So be it, for it cannot be but so. * 4 ° 

Lew. Bu; what shall I gain by young Arthur s 

fall?' 

Pand. You, in the right of Lady Blanch your 
wife, 

May then make all the claim that Arthur did. 
J-ew. And lose it, Ufc and all, as Arthur did. 
Pand. How green you are and fresh in this 
old world I >45 

John lays you plots; the times conspire with you; 
For he that steeps his safety In true blood 
Shan find but bloody safety and untrue. 14* 
This act so evilly borne shall oool the hearts 
Of all his people and freeze up their seel. 


That none so small advantage shall step forth 
To check iiis reign, but thyy will cherish it; 13a 
No natural exhalation in the sky, 

No scope of nature, no distemper’d day. 

No common wind, no custumed event. 

But they will pluck away his natural cause 156 
And call them meteors, prodigies, and sjgns, 
Abortives, presages, and tongues of heaven. 
Plainly denouncing vengeance upon John. 
Lew. May be he will not touch young 
Arthur’s life, 160 

But hold himself safe in his prisonment. 

Pand. Ol sir, when he shall hear of your 
approach. 

If that young Arthur be not gone already. 
Even at that news he dies; and then the hearts 
Of all his people shall revolt IVom him xfcj 

And kiss the ups of unacquainted change, 

And pick strong matter of revolt and wrath 
Out of the bloody fingers’ ends of John. 16S 
Methinks I see this hurly ail on foot: 

And, O! what better matter breeds for you 
Than X have nam'd. The bast ard Faulcoubridge 
Is now in England ransacking the church, 172 
Offending charity: if but a dozen French 
Were there in arms, they would be as a call 
To train ten thousand English to their side; 
Or as a little snow, tumbled about. >76 

Anon becomes a mountain. O noble Dauphin 1 
Oo with me to the king. 'Tis wonderful 
What may be wrought out of their discontent 
Now that their souls are topful of offence. 180 
For England go; I will whet on the king. 

Lew. Strong reasons make strong actions. 
Let us go: 

If you say ay, the king will not say no. 

t Exeunt . 


ACT IV 

Scene I.— Northampton. A Room in the 
Castle. 

Enter Hubert and Two Attendants. 

Hub. Heat me these irons hot; and look 
thou stand 

Within the arras: when I strike my foot 
Upon the bosom of the ground, rush forth. 
And bind the boy which you shall find with me 
Fast to the chair: be heedful. Hence, and watch. 
First Attend. I hope your warrant will beat 
out the deed. 6 

Hub. Uncleanly scruples'.fear not yon: look 
to’t. ( Exeunt Attendants. 

Young lad, come forth; I have to say with you. 

Enter Arthur. 

Arth. Good morrow, Hubert. 

Huh. Good morrow, little prince. 

Arth. As little prince,—having so great a title 
To be more prince,—as may be. You are sad. 
Hub. Indeed, I have boen merrier. 

Arth. Mercy on me! u 

Methinks nobody should be sad but I: 

Yet I remember, when I was in France, 

Young gentlemen would be as sad as night. 
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Only for wantonness. By my Christendom, 16 
So I were out of prison and kept sheep, 

I should be as merry as the day is long; 

4 nd so I would be here, but that 1 doubt 
My uncle practises more harm to me: so 

He is afraid of me, and I of him. 

Is it my fault that I was Geffrey's son? 

No, indeed, is’t not; and I would to heaven 
I were your son, so you would love me, Hubert. 
Hub. [Aside.) If 1 talk to him with his inno¬ 
cent prate as 

He will awake my mercy which lies dead: 
Therefore I will be sudden and dispatch. 

Arth. Are you sick, Hubert? you look pale 
to-day: as 

In sooth, I would you were a little sick. 

That I might sit all night and watch with you: 
I warrant I love you more than you do me. 

Hub. [Aside.] His words do take possession 
of my bosom. 3a 

Read here, young Arthur. [Showing a paper. 

[Aside.] How now, foolish rheum I 
Turning dispiteous torture out of door! 

I must be brief, lest resolution drop 

Out at mine eyes in tender womanish tears, as 

Can you not read it? is it not fair writ? 

Arth. Too fairly, Hubert, for so foul effect. 
Must you with hot irons burn out both mine 
eyes? 

Hub. Young boy, I must 

Arth. And will you? 

Hub. And I will. 40 

Arth. Have you the heart? When your head 
did but ache, 

I knit my handkercher about your brows,— 
The best I had, a princess wrought it me,— 
And I did never ask it you again; 44 

And with ray hand at midnight held your head. 
And like the watchful minutes to the hour. 

Still and anon cheer’d up the heavy tune, 
Saying, ‘ What lack you ? and, ‘ Where lies your 
gnef?’ 4« 

Or, ‘ What good love may I perform for you ? ’ 
Many a poor man's son would have lain still. 
And ne’er have spoke a loving word to you; 
But you at your sick-service had a prince, sa 
Nay, you may think my love was crafty love. 
And call it cunning: do an if you will. 

If heaven be pleas’d that you must use me 01 . 
Why then you must. Will you put out mine 
eyes? 5 « 

These eyes that never did nor never shall 
So much as frown on you? 

Hub. I have sworn to do it; 

And with hot Irons must I bum them out. 

Arth. Ah! none but in this iron age would 

do it! 60 

The iron of itself, though heat red-hot, 
Approaching near these eyes, would drink my 
tears 

And quench this fiery indignation 

Even in the matter of mine innocence; 64 

Nay, after that, consume away in rust. 

But for containing fire to harm mine eye. 

Are you more stubborn-hard than hammer’d 
iron? 
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An if an angel should have come to me 68 


And told me Hubert should put out mine eyes, 
I would not have believ’d him; no tongue but 
Hubert’s. 

Hub. [Stamps.) Come forth. 

Re-enter Attendants, with cord, irons, Ac. 
Do as I bid you do. 72 

Arth. Ol save me, Hubert, save me! my eyes 
are out 

Even with the fierce looks of these bloody men. 
Hub. Give me the iron, I say, and bind him 
here. 

Arth. Alas! what need you be so boisterous- 
rough? 76 

I will not struggle; I will stand stone-still. 

For heaven’s sake, Hubert, let me not be bound! 
Nay, hear me, Hubert: drive these men away. 
And I will sit as quiet as a lamb; 89 

I will not stir, nor wince, nor speak a word, 
Nor look upon the iron angerly. 

Thrust but these men away, and I’ll forgive you. 
Whatever torment you do put me to. 84 
Hub. Go, stand within: let me alone with him. 
First Attend. I am best pleas’d to be from 
such a deed. [Exeunt Attendants. 

Arth. Alas !1 then have chid away my friend: 
He hath a stem look, but a gentle heart. 8S 
Let him come back, that liis compassion may 
Give life to yours. 

Hub. Come, boy, prepare yourself. 

Arth. Is there no remedy? 

Hub. None, but to lose your eyes. 

Arth. O heaven! that there were but a mote 
in yours, 92 

A grain, a dust, a gnat, a wandering hair. 

Any annoyance in that precious sense; 

Then feeling what small things are boisterous 
there, 

Your vile intent must needs seem horrible. 96 
Hub. Is this your promise ? go to, hold your 
tongue. 

Arth. Hubert, the utterance of a brace of 
tongues 

Must needs want pleading for a pair of eyes: 
Let me not hold my tongue; let me not, Hubert: 
Or Hubert, if you will, cut out my tongue, 101 
So I may keep mine eyes: O! spare mine eyes. 
Though to no use but still to look on you: 

Lo! by my troth, the instrument is com 104 
And would not harm me. 

Hub. I can heat it, boy. 

Arth. No, in good sooth; the fire is dead 
with grief. 

Being create for comfort, to be us'd 
In undeserv’d extremes: see else yourself; 10S 
There is no malice in this burning coal; 

The breath of heaven hath blown his spirit out 
And strew’d repentant ashes on his head. 

Hub. But with my breath I can revive it, 
boy. 11* 

Arth. An if you do you w£D but make it blush 
And glow with shame of your proceedings, 
Hubert: 

Nay, it perchance will sparkle in your eyes; 
And like a dog that is oompeD’d to fight, 116 
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Snatch at Ms matter that doth tarre him on. 
All things that you should use to do me wrong 

E their office; only you do lack 

mercy which fierce fire and iron extends, 
tires of note for mercy-lacking Uses. 121 
Hub. Well, see to live; I will not touch thine 
eyes 

Fpr all the treasure that thine uncle owes; 

Yet am 1 sworn and I did purpose, boy, 124 
With this same very iron to bum them out. 
Arth. Ot now you look like Hubert, all this 
while 

You were disguised. 

Hub. Peace! no more. Adieu. 


Doth make the fault the worse by the excuse: 
As patches set upon a little breach 32 

Discredit more in hiding of the fault 
Than did the fault before it was so patch’d. 

Sal. To this effect, before you were new- 
crown’d. 

We breath’d our counsel: hut it pleas’d your 
highness 36 

To overbear it, and we are afi well pleas’d; 
Since all and every part of wbal we would 
Doth make a stand at what your highness will. 

K. John. Some reasons of this double coro¬ 
nation 40 

I have possess’d youwithandthink them strong; 


I'll fill these domed spies with false reports: 1:9 
And, pretty child, sleep doubtless and secure, 
That Hubert for the wealth of all the world 
Will not offend thee. 

Arth. O heaven 11 thank you, Hubert 
Hub. Silencel no more, go closely in with 
me: 133 

Much danger do J undergo for thee. I Exeunt. 


Your uncle most not know but you are dead; And more, more strong,—when lesser is my 

IM1 fill ihew rlnooprl aniix willi fnlw r^rvtrtc ■ no fCfU —— 

I shall indue you with: meantime but ask 
What you would have reform'd that is not well; 
And well shall you perceive how willingly 45 
1 will both hear and grant you your requests. 
Pem. Then I,—as one that am the tongue of 
these 

To sound the purposes of all their hearts,— 4* 
Both for myself and them,—but, chief of all. 
Your safety, for the which myself and them 
Bend their best studies,—heartily request 
The enfranchisement of Arthur; whose restraint 
Doth move the murmuring lips of discontent S 3 
• pEMBKoaa, salis- To ^eak into this dangerous argument: 

The KINO takes his w j,at in rest you have in right you hold, 

W hy then your fears,—which, as they say, attend 
ThestepsofwTong,—shouldmoveyoutomewup 
Your tender kinsman, and to choke his days 
With barbarous ignorance, and deny his youth 


Scene n .—The Same. A Room of State in 
the Palace. 

Enter E3NO iohn, crowned ^Pembroke, Salis¬ 
bury, and other Lords. 
state. 

K. John. Here once again we sit, once again 
crown’d, 

And look’d upon, I hope, with cheerful eyes. 


Pem. This ‘once again,’ but that your high- The rich advantage of good exercise? 60 
- ,—.j That the time’s enemies may not have this 


ness pleas'd, —— •—- ---— - r - 

Was once superfluous: yon were crown’d before, To grace occasions, let it be our suit 
And that high royalty was ne’er pluck'd off, 5 TW h,,v ' hiH ™ **- hi “ MwrtiH 
The faiths of men ne’er stained with revolt; 

Fresh expectation troubled not the land 
With any long’d-lbr change or better state. 8 
Sal. Therefore, to be possess’d with double 
pomp, 


That you have bid us ask, bis liberty; 

Which for our goods we do no tether ask &4 
Than whereupon our weal, on you depending. 
Counts it your weal he have his liberty. 


To guard a title that was rich before. 

To gild refined gold, to paint the lily. 

To throw a perfume on the violet, « 

To smooth the ice, or add another hue 
Unto the rainbow, or with taper-light 
To seek the beauteous eye of heaven to garnish, 
Is wasteful and ridiculous excess. 16 

Pem. But that your royal pleasure most be 
done. 

This act Is as an ancient tale new told, 

And in the last repeating troublesome. 

Being urged at a time unseasonable. 20 

Sal. In this the antique and well-noted face 
Of plain old form Is much disfigure!; 

And, like a shifted wind unto a sail, 

It makes the course of thoughts to fetch about. 
Startles and frights consideration, 25 

Makes sound op ini on sick and truth suspected, 
For putting on so new a fashion’d robe. 

Pcpt. When workmen strive to do better than 
well 28 

They do confound their «nn hi covetousness; 
Ana oftentimes excusing of s fsult 


Enter HUBERT. 

K. John. Let it be so: I do commit his youth 
To your direction. Hubert, what news with 
you? 1 Taking him apart. 

Pem. This is the man should do the bloody 
deed; 69 

He show’d his warrant to a friend of mine: 
The image of a wicked heinous fault 
Lives in his eye; that dose aspect of his 7* 
Does show the mood of a much troubled breast; 
And I do fearfully believe’tls done. 

What we so feard he had a charge to do. 

Sal. The colour of the king doth come and go 
Between his purpose and his consdence, 77 
Like heralds ’twixt two dreadful battles set: 
His passion is so ripe it needs must break. 
Pem. And when it breaks, I fear will issue 
thence So 

The foul corruption of a sweet child's death. 
K. John. We cannot hold mortality’s strong 
hand: 

Good lords, although my win to give is living. 
The suit which yon demand is gone and dead: 
He tells us Arthur is deceas'd to-night. »j 

\ 
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Sal. Indeed we fear'd bis sickness was past 
cute. 

Pent. Indeed we heard how near his death 
he was 

Before the child himself felt he was sick: 88 
This muse be answer’d, either here or hence. 

K. John. Why do you bend such solemn 
brows on me? 

Think you I bear the shears of destiny? 

Have I commandment on the pulse of life? 9* 
Sal. It is apparent foul play; and 'tis shame 
That greatness should so grossly offer it: 

So thrive it in your game! and so, farewell. 
Pem. Stay yet, Lord Salisbury; I’ll go with 
thee, 96 

And find the inheritance of this poor child, 
His litde kingdom of a forced grave. 

That blood which ow’d the breadth of all this 

__ itlA 

Three root of it doth hold: bad world the 
while I 
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Enter the BASTARD, and PETER of FOMFRET. 

Now, what says the world 13a 
To your proceedings? do not seek to stuff 
My head with more ill news, for it is full. 

Bast. But if you be afeard to hear the worst. 
Then let the worst unheard fall on your head. 
K. John. Bear with me, cousin, for I was 
amaz’d 137 

Under the tide; but now I breathe again 
Aloft the flood, and can give audience 
To any tongue, speak it of what it will. 140 
Bast. How I have sped among the clergy¬ 
men, 

The sums I have collected shall express. 

But as 1 travell’d hither through the land, 

I find the people strangely fantasied, 144 

Possess’d with rumours, full of idle dreams. 
Not knowing what they fear, but full of fear. 
And here’s a prophet that I brought with me 
From forth the streets of Pomfret, whom I 

This must not be thus borne: this will break out u. J 4 ® 

To all our sorrows, and ere long I doubt. . 


[Exeunt Lords. 
K.John. They bum in indignation. I repent: 
There is no sure foundation set on blood, 104 
No certain life achiev’d by others’ death. 

Enter a Messenger. 

A fearful eye thou hast; where & that blood 
That I have seen inhabit in those cheeks? 

So foul a sky clears not without a storm: <08 
Pour down thy weather: how goes all in 
France? 

Mess. From France to England. Never such 
a power 

For any foreign preparation 
Was levied in the body of a land. us 

The copy of your speed is leam’d by them; 
For when you should be told they do prepare, 
The tidings come that they are ail arriv’d. 
K.John. Ol where hath our intelligence been 
drunk? ug 

Where hath it slept? Where is my mothers 
can 

That such an army could be drawn in France, 
And she not hear of it? 

Mess. My liege, her ear 

Is stopp’d with dust: the flrstofXpril died iso 
Your noble mother; and, as I hear, my lord. 
The Lady Constance in a frenzy died 
Three days before ' 
tongue 


To whom be sung, in rude harsh-sounding rimes. 
That, ere the next Ascension-day at noon, 

1 Your highness should deiiverupyourcrown. 13s 
K. John. Thou idle dreamer, wherefore didsi 
thou so? 

Peter. Foreknowing that the truth will fall 
out so. 

K. John. Hubert, away with him; imprison 
him: 

And on that day at noon, whereon, he says, 136 
I shall yield up my crown, let him be bang’d. 
Deliver him to safety, and return. 

For I must use thee., _ . , 

l Exit HUBERT, with PETER. 
O my gentle cousin. 

Hearist thou the news abroad, who are arriv’d ? 
Bast. The French, my lord; men’s mouths 
are foil of it: s6t 

Besides, I met Lord Bigot and Lord Salisbury, 
With eyes as red as new-enkligiled fire. 

And others more, going to seek the grave 164 
Of Arthur, whom they say is kill’d to-night 
On your suggestion. 

K. John. Gentle kinsman, go. 

And thrust thyself into their companies. 

I have a way to win their loves again; 168 
Bring them before me. 

Bast. I will seek them out 

John. Nay, but make haste; the better 


K. _ 

--- foot before. 

but this from rumour’s Ol let me have no subject enemies 

When advene foreigners affright my towns 17s 


X idly heard; if true or false I know not 1x4 With dreadful pomp of stout’invasion. 

K.John. Withhold thy speed, dreadful occa- Be Mercury, set feathers to thy heels. 


don! 

Ol make a league with me, till I have pleas’d 
My discontented peers. What! mother dead! 
How wildly then walks my estate in Fiance 1 128 
Under whose conduct came those powers of 
Franco 

That thou for truth riv'st out are landed base? 
Mess. Under the Dauphin, 
it. John. Thou hast made me giddy 

ftth these iU tidings. 


it from them to me a gain. 
Bast. The spirit of the time shall teach me 
speed. 176 

K. John. Spoke like a sprightful noble'gen¬ 
tleman. [Exit BASTARD. 

Go after him; for he perhaps shall need 
Some messenger betwixt me and the peers; 
And be thou he. 

Mess. With aO my heart, my liege. [Exit. 
K. Johif. My mother deadl 
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Re-enter Hubert. 

Hub. My lord, they say five moons were seen 
to-night: 

Four fixed, and the fifth did whirl about 
The other four in wondrous motion. 184 
K. John. Five moons! 

Hub. Old men and beldams in the streets 
Do prophesy upon it dangerously: 

Young Arthur s death is common in their 
mouths; 

And when they talk of him, they shake their 
heads 188 

And whisper one another in the ear; 

And he that speaks, doth gripe the hearer’s wrist 
Whilst he that hears makes fearful action. 

With wrinkled brows, with nods, with rolling 
eyes. 19* 

I saw a smith stand with his hammer, thus. 
The whilst his iron did on the anvil cool, 

With open mouth swallowing a tailor’s news; 
Who, with his shears and measure in his hand, 
Standing on slippers,—which his nimble haste 
Had falsely thrust upon contrary feet,— 

Told of a many thousand warlike French, 

That were embattailed and rank'd in Kent. 100 

Another lean unwash’d artificer 

Cuts off his tale and talks of Arthur's death. 

K. John. Why seek’st thou to possess me 
with these fears ? 

Why urgest thou so oft young Arthur's death? 
Thy hand bath murder’d him: I had a mighty 
cause soy 

To wish him dead, but thou hadst none to kill 
him. 

Hub. No had, my lord! why, did you not 
provoke me? 

X. John. It is the curse of kings to be at¬ 
tended 208 

By slaves that take their humours for a warrant 
To break within the bloody house of life. 

And on the winking of authority 
To understand a law, to know the meaning 2x2 
Of dangerous majesty, when, perchance, it 
frowns 

More upon humour than advis’d respect. 

Hub. Here is your hand and seal for what I 
did. 

K. John. O! when the last account 'twixt 
heaven and earth *«S 

Is to be made, then shall this hand and seal 
Witness against us to damnation. 

How oft the sight of means to do ill deeds 
Makes ill deeds done! Hadst not thou been by, 
A fellow by the hand of nature mark’d, 221 
Quoted and sign’d to do a deed of shame, 

This murder had not come into my mind; 

But taking note of thy abhorr'd aspect, 224 
Finding thee fit for bloody villany, 

Apt, liable to be employ’d in danger, 

I faintly broke with thee of Arthur’s death; 
And thou, to be endeared to a king, 228 

Made it no conscience to destroy a prince. 

Hub. My lord,— 

John. Hadst thou but shook thy head or 
made a pause 

When I spake darkly what I purposed, 232 


Or tun*' an eye of doubt upon my face. 

As bid tell my tale in express words. 

Deep shame had struck me dumb, made me 
break off, 

And those thy fears might have wrought fears 
in me: 234' 

But thou didst understand me by my signs 
And didst in signs again parley with .;iu; 

Yea, without stop, didst let thy hfi,i consent. 
And consequently thy rude hand to act 240 
The deed which both our tongut; held vile to 
name. 

Out of my sight, and never sec e motel 
My nobles leave me; and my state is brav’d, 
Even at my gates, with ranks of foreign j*n -vers: 
Nay, in the body of this fleshly land, 24s 
This kingdom, this confine of blood, and breath. 
Hostility and civil tumult tcigks . 

Between my conscience and m» cousin's death. 

Hub. Arm you against yoKTodk-.r enemies. 
I’ll make a peace between your soul and you. 
Young Arthur is alive: this hand of mine 
Is yet a maiden and an innocent band, 252 
Not painted with the crimson spots of blood. 
Within this bosom never enter’d yet 
The dreadful motion of a murderous thought; 
And you have slander’d nature in my form, 25S 
Which, howsoever rude exteriorly, 

Is yet the cover of a fairer mind 
Than to be butcher of an innocent child. 

K. John. Doth Arthur live? Ol haste thee 
to the peers, 260 

Throw this report on their incensed rage, 

And make them tame to their obedience. 
Forgive the comment that my passion made 
Upon thy feature; for my rage was blind, 264 
And foul imaginary eyes of blood 
Presented thee more hideous than thou art. 

O! answer not; but to my closet bring 
The angry lords, with all expedient haste. 268 
I conjure thee but slowly; run more fast 

[Exeunt 


Scene HI.— The Same. Before the Castle. 

Enter ARTHUR, on the Walls. 

Arth. The wall is high; and yet will I leap 
down. 

Good ground, be pitiful and hurt me notl 
There’s few or none do know me; if they did. 
This ship-boy’s semblance hath disguis'd me 
quite. 4 

I am afraid; and yet I’U venture it 
If I get down, and do not break my limbs. 

I’ll find a thousand shifts to get away: 

As good to die and go, as die and stay. 8 
[Leaps down. 

O met my uncle’s spirit is in these stones: 
Heaven take my soul, and England keep my 
bones 1 l Dies . 

Enter Pembroke, Salisbury, and bioot. 
Sal. Lords, I will meet him at Saint Ed- 
mundsbury. 

It is our safety, and we must embrace 12 
This gentle offer of the perilous time. 
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that letter from the 


Pem. 
can 

Sal. TheCp-ntMelun.anoblelordofFrance; 

Whose privet* with me of the Dauphin’s love, it 
Is much mate general than these lines import. 

Big. To-morrow morning let us meet him 

then. . ._ ,_■ J 

Sal. Or tathet then set forward; for 'twill be Till I have set a glory to this hand, 

~ ' * the worship of revenge. 

“ souls religiously confirm 


Prom whose obedience I forbid my soul. 
Kneeling before this ruin of sweet lift, 
And breathing to hi* breathless excellence 
The incense of a vow, a holy vow. 

Never to taste the pleasures of the world. 
Never to be infected with delight. 

Nor conversant with ease and idleness. 


(Act iv 

64 


Two long days’ journey, lords, or e’er we meet. 
Enter the bastard. 

Bast. Dice more to-day well met, 4 bten|- 
per’d lords! m 

The kins by me requests your presence straight. 

Sal. The king hath dispossess'd himself of us: 
We wiu hot line his thin bestained cloak 24 
With our pure honours, nor attend the foot 
That leaves the print of blood where’er It walks. 
Reprn and tell him so: we know the worst. 
Bast. Whate er you think, good words, I 
think, were best. 28 

Sal. Out griefs, and not our manners, 
Jeason now. 

Bast. But thete is little reason in your grief; 
Therefore 'twere reason you had manners now. 
Pem. Sir, sir, impatience hath his privilege. 
Bast. Tis true; to hurt his master, no man 
else. 33 


Big. 


iur 
words. 


<8 


7 » 

thy 


Hub. 


Enter mmgtn. 

Lords, I am hot with haste in seeking 


you: 

Arthur doth live: the king hath sent for you. 

Sal. OI he is bold and blushes not at death. 
Avaunt, thou hatefiil villain! get thee gone. 77 
Hub. I am no villain. 

Sal. [Drawing his sword. ] Must I rob the la w ? 
Bast. Your sword is bright, sir; put it up 
again. 

Sal. Not till I sheathe it in a murderer’* skin. 
Hub. Stand back. Lord Salisbury, stand 
back, I say: Si 

By heaven, I think my sword’s as sharp as yours. 
I would not have you, lord, forget yourself. 
Nor tempt the danger of my true defence; 84 


Sal. This is the prison. [Seeing ARTHUR. Lest I, by marking of your rage, forget 

What is he lies here? Your worth, your neatness, and nobility. 


Pem. O death, made proud with puts and 
princely beauty! 

The earth had not a bole to hide ihis deed. 36 
Sal. Murder, as hating what himself hath 
done, 

Doth lay it open to urge on revenge. 

Big. Or when he doom’d this beauty to a 
grave, 

Found it too precious-princely for a nave. 40 
Sal. Sir Richard, what think you? Have you 
beheld. 

Or have you read, or heard? or could you 
think? 

Or do you almost think, although you see. 
That you do see? could thought, without this 
object, 44 

Form such another? This is the very top, 

The height, the crest, or crest unto the crest. 
Of murder's arms: this is the bloodiest shame, 
The wildest savagery, the vilest stroke, 48 
That ever wall-eyed wrath or staring rage 
Presented to the tears of soft remorse. 

Pem. All murders past do stand excus’d in 
this: 

And this, so sole and so unmatchable, 32 

Shall give a holiness, a purity. 

To the yet unbegotten sin of times; 

And prove a deadly bloodshed but a jest, 
Exampled by this heinous spectacle. 36 

Bast. It la a damned and a bloody work; 
The graceless action of a heavy hand. 

If that it be the work of any hand. 

Sal. If that it be the work of any hand! 60 
We had a kind of light what would ensue: 

It is the shameful work of Hubert’s hand; 
The practice and the purpose of the king: 


Big. Out, dunghill! dai*st thou brave a noble¬ 
man? 

Hub. Not for my life; but yet I dare defend 
My innocent life against an emperor. 89 
Sal. Thou art a murderer. 

Hub. Do not prove me so; 

Yet I am none. Whose tongue soe’er speaks 
false. 

Not truly speaks; who speaks not truly, lies. 9a 
Pem. Cut him to pieces. 

Bast. Keep the peace, I say. 

Sal. Stand by, or I shall gaA you, Faulcoo- 
bridge. 

Bast. Thou wert better gall the devil, Salis¬ 
bury: 

If thou but frown on me, or stir thy foot, 94 
Or teach thy hasty spleen to do me shame. 

I’ll strike thee dead. Put up thy sword berime: 
Or I’ll so maul you and your toasting-iron. 
That you shall think the devil is come from hdL 
Big. What wilt thou do, renowned Faukon- 
bridge? 101 

Second a villain and a murderer? 

Hub. Lord Bigot, I am none. 

Big. Who kill’d this prince? 

Hub. Tis not an hour since I left him well: 
I honour’d him, I lov’d him; said will weep 103 
My date of life out for his sweet life's Ion. 

Sal. Trust not those cunning waters of Iris 
eyes. 

For viliany b not without such rheum; tel 
And he, long traded in it, makes it seem 
Like rivers of remorse and inaocency. 

Away with me, all you whose souls abhor 
The unc lea n ly savours of a slaughter-house; 
For I am trilled with this smell of sin. <1; 
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Bis. Away toward Bury; to the Dauphin 
there! 

Fem. There tell the king he may inquire us 
out. [£xeunt Lords. 

Bast. Here’s a good world! Knew you of 
this fair worn ? 116 

Beyond the infinite and boundless reach 
Of mercy, if thou didst this deed of death. 

Art thou damn'd, Hubert. 

Hub. Do but hear me, sir. 

Bust. Ha! I’ll tell thee what; 120 

Thou art damn’d as black—nay, nothing is so 
black; 

Thou art more deep damn’d than Prince Lucifer: 
There is not yet so ugly a fiend of licil 
As thou shalt be, if thou didst kill this child. 124 
Hub. Upon my soul,— 

Bast. If thou didst but consent 

To this most cruel act, do but despair; 

And if thou want’st a cord, the smallest thread 
That ever spider twisted from her womb 128 
Will serve to strangle thee; a rush will be a beam 
To hang thee on; or wouidst thou drown thy¬ 
self. 

Put but a little water in a spoon, 

And it shall be as all the ocean, 133 

Enough to stifle such a villain up. 

I do suspect thee very grievously. 

Hub. If I in act, consent, or sin of thought. 
Be guilty of the stealing that sweet breath 136 
Which was embounded in this beauteous clay, 
Let hell want pains enough to torture me. 

I left him welL 

Bast. Go, bear him in thine arms. 

I am amaz’d, mcthinUs, and lose my way 140 
Among the thorns and dangers of this world. 
How easy dost thou take all England up! 
From forth this morsel of dead royalty. 

The life, the right and truth of all this realm S44 
Is fled to heaven: and England now is left 
To tug and scamble and to part by the teeth 
The unow’d interest of proud swelling state. 
Now for the bare-pick’d bone of majesty J48 
Doth dogged war bristle his angiy crest. 

And snarleth in the gentle eyes of peace: 

Now powers from home and discontents at 
home 

Meet in one line; and vast confusion waits,—152 
As doth a raven on a sick-fallen beast,— 

The imminent decay of wrested pomp. 

Now happy he whose cloak and ceinture can 
Hold out this tempest. Bear away that child 
And follow me with speed: I’ll to the king: U7 
A thousand businesses are brief in hand. 

And heaven itself doth frown upon the land. 

I Exeunt. 

ACT V 

Scene t—The Same. A Room in the Palace. 
Enter uno john, pandulph with the 
* crown, and Attendants. 

R. John. Thus have I yielded UP Into your 
hand 

The circle of my glory. 


Pand. [Giving JOHN the crown.] Take again 
From this my hand, as holding of the pope, 
Your sovereign greatness and authority. 4 
K. John. Now keep your holy word: go meet 
the French, 

And from his holiness use all your power 
To stop their marches ’fore we are inflam’d. 
Our discontented counties do revolt, 8 

Our people quarrel with obedience, 

Swearing allegiance and the love of soul 
To stranger blood, to foreign royalty. 

This inundation of mistemper’d humour 12 
Rests by you only to be qualified: 

Then pause not; for the present lime’s so sick. 
That present medicine must be minister’d. 

Or overthrow incurable ensues. »S 

Pand. It was my breath that blew this tem¬ 
pest up 

Upon your stubborn usage of the pope; 

But since you are a gentle convertite, 

My tongue shall hush again this storm of war 20 
And make fair weather in your blustering land. 
On this Ascension-day, remember well. 

Upon your oath of service to the pope. 

Go I to make the French lay down their arms. 

I Exit. 

K. John. Is this Ascension-day ? Did not the 
prophet aj 

Say that before Ascension-day at noon 
My crown I should give off? Even so I have: 
1 did suppose it should be on constraint; 28 
But, heaven be thank'd, it is but voluntary. 

Enter the BASTARD. 

Bast. All Kent hath yielded; nothing there 
holds out 

But Dover Castle: London hath receiv’d, 

Like a kind host, the Dauphin and his powers: 
Your nobles will not hear you, but are gone 33 
To offer service to your enemy; 

And wild amazement hurries up and down 
The little number of your doubtful friends. 3 * 
K. John. Would not my lords return to me 
again 

After they heard young Arthur was alive? 

Bast. They found him dead and cast into the 
streets. 

An empty casket, where the jewel of life 40 
By some damn’d hand was robb’d and ta’en 
away. 

K. John. That villain Hubert told me he did live. 
Bast. So, on my soul, he did, for aught he 
knew. 

But wherefore do you droop ? why look you sad ? 
Be great in act, as you have been in thought; 43 
Let not the world see fear and sad distrust 
Govern the motion of a kingly eye: 

Be stirring as the time; be fire with fire; 48 
Threaten the threatened and outface the brow 
Of bragging horror: so shall inferior eyes, 

That borrow their behaviours from the great. 
Grow great by your example and put on 52 
The dauntless spirit of resolution. 

Away I and glister like the god of war 
When he intendeth to become the field: 

Show boldness and aspiring co nfi dence. »6 
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What I «h»n they seek the Ucm In his den To grace the gentry of a land remote, 

And fright him there? and make him tremble And follow unacquainted colours here? 33 
diem? What, hem? O nation 1 that thou couldst re- 

01 let it not be taid. Forage, and run move; 

To meet displeasure further from the doom, eo That Neptune's anna, who clippeth thee about, 
And grapple with him ere he comes so nigh. Would bear thee from the knowledge of thyself, 
K. John. The legate of the pope hath been And gripple thee onto a pagan shore; 36 

Where these two Christian armies might com¬ 
bine 


with me, 

And I have made a happy peace with him; 


And he hath promis'd to dismiss the powers 64 The blood of malice in a vein of league. 


Led by the Dauphin. 

Bast. O inglorious league! 

Stall we, upon the footing of our land. 

Send fair-play orders ana make compromise, 
Insinuation, parley and bam truce 
To arms invasive? shall a bea r dless boy, 

A cocker’d silken wanton, brave our fields, 
And flesh his spirit in a war-like soil. 

Mocking the air with colours idly spread, 7a 
And find no check? Let us, my liege, to arms: 


auv t/swu v* mnuv v su u vvaaa vs » VS S||H V. 

And not to spend it so unneighbourlyl 
Lew. A noble temper dost thou show in this; 
And great affections wrestling in thy bosom <u 
, Do make an earthquake of nobility, 
es Ol what a noble combat bast thou fought 
Between compulsion and a brave respect. 44 
Let me wipe off this honourable dew. 

That silverly doth progress on thy cheeks; 

My heart hath melted at a lady’s tears, 

Being an ordinary inundation; 


Pere hanrethecaTfUnal ejHm otirmlreynurpeace; But this effusion of SUCh manly drops, 


Or if be do, let it at least be said 
They saw we had a purpose of defence. 


76 


This shower, blown up by tempest of the souL 
Startles mine eyes, and makes me more amaz'd 


K. John. Have thou the ordering of this Than had I seen the vaulty top of heaven 31 
present rime Figur’d quite o’er with burning meteors. 

Bast. Away then, with good courage! yet, I Lift up thy brow, renowned Salisbury, 
know, And with a great heart heave away this storm: 

" ' Commend these waters to those baby eyes 36 

That never saw the giant world enrag’d; 

Nor met with fortune other than at feasts. 
Full warm of blood, of mirth, of gossiping. 
Come, come; for thou shalt thrust tby hand as 
deep eo 

Into the purse of rich prosperity 


Our party may veil meet a prouder foe. 

[Extunt. 


Scene H —A Plain, near St. Edmundsbury. 
The French Camp. 


Enter, In arms, lewb, SAUOTtmv, mum, pem- a, Lewis himself: so, nobles, shall you all, 

broke, bigot, and Soldiers. That knit your sinews to die strength <:t{ mine. 


Lev. My Lord Melun, let this be copied out. 
And keep it safe for our remembrance. 

Return the precedent to these lords again; 
That, having our fair order written down, 4 
Both they and we, perusing o’er these notes, 
May know wherefore we took the sacrament. 
And keep our faiths firm and inviolable. 

Sal. Upon our sides it never shall be broken, t 
And, noble Dauphin, albeit we swear 
A voluntary zeal, an unurg’d faith 
To your proceedings; yet, believe me, prince. 


I am not glad that such a son of time 


your 1 

Enter pandulph attended. 

And even there, methinks, an angel spake: 64 
Look, where the holy legate comes apace, 

To give us warrant from the hand of heaven. 
And on our actions set the name of right 
With holy breath. 

Pand. Hail, noble prince of France! 6 » 
The next is this: King John hath reconcil’d 
Himself to Rome; his spirit h come in 
That to stood out against the holy church, 


11 The great metropolis and see of Rome. 7* 


Should seek a plaster by contqmn’d revolt, Therefore thy threat'ning colours now wind up, 

And heal the invetmate canker of one wound And tame the savage spirit of wild war, 

That, like a lion foster’d up at hand, 

16 It may lie gently at the foot of peace, 76 

And be no former harmful than in show. 

Lev. Your grace shall pardon me; I will not 
back: 

I am too high-bom to be propertied. 

To be a secondary at control, *0 

Or usefol serving-man and instrument 
To any sovereign state throughout the world. 
Your breath first kindled the dead coal of wars 
Between this chastis'd kingdom and myself, 84 
And brought in matter that should reed this 
fire: 

And now 'tis far too huge to be blown out 
With that same weak wind which enkindled it. 
You taught me how to know the face of right, ss 


By making many. O! it grieves my soul 
That I must draw this metal from my side 
To be a widow-maker 1 Ol and there 
Where honourable rescue and defence 
Cries out upon the name of Salisbury. 

But such is the infection of the time, so 
That, for thehealth and physic of our right. 
We cannot deal but with the very hand 
Of stem injustice and confined wrong. 

And is't not pity, O my grieved friends! 24 
That we, the sons and children of this isle, 
Were born to see so sad an hour as this; 
Wherein we step after a stranger match 
Upon her gentle bosom, and fill up 28 
Hex enemies’ ranks.—I must withdrr w and weep 
Upon the spot iff this enforced cause,— 
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Acquainted me with interest to this land. Shall that victorious hand be feebled here 

Yea, thrust this enterprise into my heart; That in your chambers gave you chastisement? 

And come you now to tell me John hath made No! Know, the gallant monarch is in arms, 148 
His peace with Rome? What is that peace to And like an eagle o'er his aiery towers, 

me? 92 To souse annoyance that comes near his nest 

I, by the honour of my marriage-bed, And you degenerate, you ingrate revolts. 

After young Arthur, claim this land for mine; You bloody Neroes, ripping up the womb 15s 
And, now it is half-conquer’d, must I back Of your dear mother England, blush for shame: 

Because that John hath made his peace with For your own ladies and pale-visag’d maids 
Rome? 96 Like Amazons come tripping after drums, 

Am I Rome’s slave ? What penny hath Rome Their thimbles into armed gauntlets change, 156 
borne, Their neelds to lances, and their gentle hearts 

What men provided, wbat munition sent. To fierce and bloody inclination. 

To underprop this action? is't not I Lew. There end thy brave, and turn thy face 

That undergo this charge? who else but I, too 
And such as to my claim are liable. 

Sweat in this business and maintain this war? 

Have I not heard these islanders shout out. 


Vive le roy! as I have bank’d their towns? 104 With such a brabbler. 


in peace: 

We grant thou canst outscold us: fare thee 
well: 160 

We hold our time too precious to be spent 


Have I not here the best cards for the game 
To win this easy match play’d for a crown? 
And shall I now give o’er the yielded set? 

No, no, on my soul, it never shall be said. 108 
Pond. You look but on the outside of this 
work. 

Lew. Outside or inside, I will not return 
Till my attempt so much be glorified 
As to my ample hope was promised 
Before I drew this gallant head of war. 

And cull'd these fiery spirits from the world. 
To outlook conquest and to win renown 
Even in the jaws of danger and of death. 116 
ITrumpet sounds. 

What lusty trumpet thus doth summon us? 


Enter the bastard, attended. 

Bast. According to the fair play of the world. 
Let me have audience; I am sent to speak: 


Pcmd. Give me leave to speak. 

Bast. No, I will speak. 

Lew. We will attend to neither. 

Strike up the drums; and let the tongue of 
war 164 

Plead for our interest and our being here. 
Bast. Indeed, your drums, being beaten, will 
cry out; 

iu And so shall you, being beaten. Do but start 
An echo with the clamour of thy drum, 168 
And even at hand a drum is ready brac'd 
That shall reverberate all as loud as thine; 
Sound but another, and another shall 
As loud as thine rattle the welkin’s ear its 

And mock the deep-mouth’d thunder: for at 
hand,— 

Not trusting to this halting legate here, 

Whom he hath us’d ra therfor sport than need,— 
Is warlike John; and in his forehead sits 176 


My holy Lord of Milan, from the king 120 A bare-ribb'd death, whose office is this day 


I come, to learn how you have dealt for him; 
And, as you answer, I do know the scope 
And warrant limited unto my tongue. 

Band. The Dauphin is too wilful-opposite. 
And will not temporize with my entreaties: 12s 
He flatly says he’ll not lay down his arms. 

Bast. By all the blood that ever fury breath’d. 
The youth says well. Now hear our English 
king; 12S 

For thus his royalty doth speak in me. 

He is prepar’d; and reason too he should: 
This apish and unmannerly approach, 

This harness’d masque and unadvised revel, 13* 
This unhair’d sauciness and boyish troops. 
The king doth smile at; and is well prepar’d 
To whip this dwarfish war, these pigmy arms. 
From out the circle of his territories. 13S 
That hand which had the strength, even at 
your door, 

To cudgel you and make you take the hatch; 
To dive, like buckets, in concealed wells; 

To crouch in litter of your stable planks; 140 
lo be like pawns lock'd up in chests and trunks; 
lohug with twine; to seek sweet safety out 
in vaults and prisons; and to thrill and shake, 
Even at the dying of your nation's crow, 144 
rmaking thti voice an armed 


To feast upon whole thousands of the French. 
Lew. Strike up our drums, to find this danger 
out. 

Bast. And thou shalt find it. Dauphin, do 
not doubt. I Exeunt. 

Schnb IQ.— The Same. A Field of Battle. 
Alarums. Enter KING JOHN and HUBERT. 

K. John. How goes the day with us? O! tell 
me, Hubert. 

Hub. Badly, I fear. How fares your majesty? 
K. John. This fever, that hath troubled me 
so long. 

Lies heavy on me: O! my heart is sick. 4 
Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My lord, your valiant kinsman, Faul- 
conbridge, 

Desires your majesty to leave the field, 

And send him word by me which way you go. 
K. John. Tell him, toward Swinstead, to the 
abbey there. 8 

Mess. Be of good comfort: for the great 
supply 

That was expected by the Dauphin here, 

Are wrack'd three nights ago on Goodwin sands. 
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This news was brought to Richard but even now. 
TheFrenchfightcoldly.andretire themselves. 13 
K. John. Ay me 1 this tyrant fever bums me up. 
And will not let me welcome this good news. 
Set on toward Swinstead: to my Utter straight; 
Weakness possesseth me, and I am feint. 17 

l Exeunt . 


SCENE IV .—The Same. Another Part of 
the Same. 

Enter Salisbury, Pembroke, bigot, and 
Others. 

Sal. I did not think the king so stor’d with 
friends. 

Pem. Up once again; put spirit in the French: 
If they miscarry we miscarry too. 

Sal. That misbegotten devil. Faulconbridge, 
In spite of spite, alone upholds the day. 5 
Pem. They say King John, sore sick, hath 
left the field. 

Enter melun wounded, and led by Soldiers. 
Mel. Lead me to the revolts of England here. 
Sal. When we were happy we had other 
names. 8 

Pem. It is the Count Melun. 

Sal. Wounded to death. 

Mel. Fly, noble English; you are bought and 
sold; 

Unthread the rude eye of rebellion. 

And welcome home again discarded faith, is 
Seek out King John and fall before his feet; 
For if the French be lords of this loud day. 
He means to recompense the pains you take 
By cutting off your heads. Thus hath he sworn. 
And I with him, and many moe with me, <7 
Upon the altar at Saint Edmundsbury; 

Even on that altar where we swore to you 
Dear amity and everlasting love. so 

Sal. May this be possible? may this be true? 
Mel. Have I not hideous death within my 
view. 

Retaining but a quantity of life, 

Which bleeds away, even as a form of wax 14 
Resolveth from his figure ’gainst the fire? 
What in the world should make me now deceive, 
Since I must lose the use of all deceit? 

Why should I then be false, since it is true 28 
That I must die here and live hence by truth? 
I say again, if Lewis do win the day, 

Hie is forsworn, if e’er those eyes of yours 
Behold another day break in the east: 32 

But even this night, whose black contagious 
breath 

Already smokes about the burning crest 
Of the old, feeble, and day-wearied tun. 

Even this fil night, your breathing shill expire, 
Paying the fine of rated treachery 37 

Even with a treacherous fine of all your fives. 

If Lewis by your assistance win the day. 
Commend me to one Hubert with your king; 4 f 
The love of him, and this respect besides, 

For that my grandaire was an Englishman, 
Awakes my co ns ci enc e to confbH all tfaia. 


In lieu whereof, I pray you, bear me hence 44 
From forth the noise and rumour of the field. 
Where I may think the remnant of my thoughts 
In peace, and part this body and my soul 
With contemplation and devout desires. 4> 
Sal. We do believe thee: and beshrew my 
soul 

But I do love the favour and the form 
Of this most fair occasion, by the which 
We will untread the steps of damned flight, 32 
And like a bated and retired flood, 

Leaving our rankness and irregular course, 
Stoop low within those bounds we have o'er- 
look’d, 

And calmly run on in obedience, 56 

Even to our ocean, to our great King John. 
My arm shall give thee help to bear thee hence. 
For I do see the cruel pangs of death 
Right in thine eye. Away, my friends 1 New 

flight; 60 

And happy newness, that intends old right. 

[Exeunt, leading off melun. 


SCENE V. — The Same. The French Camp. 

Enter LEWIS and his Train. 

Lew. The sun of heaven methought was 
loath to set. 

But stay’d and made the western welkin blush, 
When the English measur'd backward their 
own ground 

In faint retire. OI bravely came we off, 4 
When with a volley of our needless shot, 
After such bloody toil, we bid good night. 
And wound our tottering colours clearly up, 
Last in the field, and almost lords of it) I 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. Where it my prince, the Dauphin? 
Lew. Here: what news? 

Mess. The Count Melun is slain; the English 
lords, ' 

By his persuasion, are again fall'n off; 

And your supply, which you have wish’d so long, 
Are cast away and sunk, on Goodwin sands. 13 
Lew. Ah, foul shrewd newsl Beshrew thy 
very heart! 

I did not think to be so sad to-night 
As this hath made me. Who was he that said 16 
King John did fly an hour or two before 
The stumbling night did part our weary powers ? 
Mess. Whoever spoke it, it is true, my lord. 
Lew. Well; keep good quarter and good care 
to-night: so 

The day shall not be up so soon as I, 

To try the fair adventure of to-morrow. [ Exeunt. 


Scene VI .—An open Place In the neighbourhood 
of Swinstead Abbey. 

Enter the bastard and HUBERT, sneraUy. 
Hub. Who's there? speak, hoi speak quickly, 
or I shoot. 

Bast. A Mend. What art thou? 

Hub. pit the part of Fniiand. 
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Bast. Whither dost thou go? 

Bub. What’s that to thee? Why may not I 
demand 4 

Of thine afifcin as well as thou of mine? 

Bast. Hubert, I think? 

Hub. Thou hast a perfect thought: 

I will upon all hazards well believe 
Jfusa art my friend, that know’st my tongue so 
well. 8 

Who art thou? 

Bast. Who thou wilt: and if thou please, 
Thou mayst befriend me so much as to think 
I come one way of the Piantagenets. 

Hub. Unkind remembrance] thou and eye* 
leas night 12 

Have done me shame: brave soldier, pardon 
me. 

That any accent breaking from thy tongue 
Should scape the true acquaintance of mine 
ear. 

Bast. Come, come; sans compliment, what 
news abroad? 16 

Hub. Why, here walk I in the black brow of 
night. 

To find you out. 

Bast. Brief, then; and what’s the news? 
Hub. Ol my sweet sir, news fitting to the 
night. 

Black, fearful, comfortless, and horrible. 20 
Best. Show me the very wound of this ill 
news: 

I am no woman; I’ll not swound at it. 

Hub. The king, I fear, is poison’d by a monk: 
I left him almost speechless; and broke out 24 
To acquaint you with this evil, that you might 
The better atm you to the sudden time 
Than if you had at leisure known of this. 
Bast. How did he take it? who did taste to 
ldm? >8 

Hub. A monk, I tell you; a resolved villain, 
whoae bowels suddenly burst out; the king 
Yet speaks, and peradventure may recover. 
Bast. Wham didst thou leave to tend bis 
majesty? 31 

Hub. Why, know you not? the lords are all 
come back. 

And brought Prince Henry in their company; 
At whoae request the king hath pardon’d them, 
And they are all about his majesty. 3 * 

Bast. Withhold thine indignation, mighty 
heaven. 

And tempt us not to bear above our power! 
I’ll tell thee, Hubert, half my power this night. 
Passing these flats, are taken by the tide; 40 
These Lincoln Washes have devoured them: 
Myself, well-mounted, hardly have escap’d. 
Away before! conduct me to the king; 

I doubt he will be dead or ere I come. [Exeunt. 


Sow* VH. —The Orchard of S wins lead 
Abbey. 

Ater munch bhmlt, sauhbuby, and moon. 
P. Hen. It is too late: the life of all his blood 
u touch’d corruptibly; and his pure brain,— 


Which some suppose the soul’s frail dwelling- 
house,— 

Doth, by the idle comments that it makes, 4 
Foretell the ending of mortality. 

Enter Pembroke. 

Bern. His highness yet doth speak; and holds 
belief 

That, being brought into the open air. 

It would allay the burning quality 8 

Of that fell poison which assaileth him. 

P. Hen. Let him be brought into the orchard 
here. 

Doth he still rage? [Exit bigot. 

Pern. He is more patient 

Than when you left him: even now he sung. 12 
P. Hen. O, vanity of sickness! fierce extremes 
In their continuance will not feel themselves. 
Death, having prey’d upon the outward parts. 
Leaves them invisible; and his siege is now 16 
Against the mind, the which he pricks and 
wounds 

With many legions of strange fantasies. 
Which, in char throng and press to that last 
hold, 

Confound themselves. Tis strange that death 
should sing. 20 

I am the cygnet to this pale faint swan. 

Who chants a doleful hymn to his own death. 
And from the organ-pipe of frailty sings 
His soul and body to their lasting rest. 24 
Sal. Be of good comfort, prince; for you are 
born 

To set a form upon that indigest 
Which he hath left so shapeless and so rude. 


Re-enter bigot and Attendants carrying 
king iorn in a chair. 

K. John. Ay, marry, now my soul hath 
elbow-room; 28 

It would not out at windows, nor at doors. 
There is so hot a summer in my bosom 
That all my bowels crumble up to dust: 1 
I am a scribbled form, drawn with a pen 32 
Upon a parchment, ;>n<! against this fire 
Do I shrunk up. 

P. Hen. How fares your majesty? 

K. John. Poison’d, ill-fare; dead, forsook, 
cast off; 

And none of you will bid the winter come 36 
To thrust his icy fingers in my maw; 

Nor let my kingdom’s rivers take their course 
Through my bum’d bosom; nor entreat the 
north 

And 1 comfort me with cold.'TTo not aslTyou 
much; 

1 beg cold comfort; and you are so strait 
And so ingrateful you deny me that. 

P. Hen. OI that there were some virtue in 
my tears, 44 

That might relieve you. 

K. John. The salt hi than is hot. 

Within me is a hell; and there the poison 
Is as a fiend confin’d to tyrannize 
On unreprievabie condemned brood. 4 



KING JOHN 380 [act* 


Enter the bastard. 

Bast. O! I am scalded with my violent motion 
And spleen of speed to see your majesty. 

K. John. O cousin! thou an come to set mine 
eye: 

The tackle of my heart is crack’d and bum'd, 52 
And all the shrouds wherewith my life should 
sail 

Are turned to one thread, one little hair: 

My heart hath one poor string to stay it by. 
Which holds but till thy news be uttered; 56 
And then ail this thou seest is but a clod 
And module of confounded royalty. 

Bast. The Dauphin is preparing hitherward, 
Where heaven he knows how we shall answer 
him: 60 

For in a night the best part of my power. 

As I upon advantage did remove. 

Were in the Washes all unwarily 
Devoured by the unexpected flood. 64 

[The kino dies. 
Sal. You breathe these dead news in as dead 
an ear. 

My liege! tm lord! But now a king, now thus. 
P. Hen. Even so must I run on, and even so 
stop. 

What surety of the world, what hope, what stay. 
When this was now a king, and now is clay 7 09 
Bast. Art thou gone so 7 I do but stay behind 
To do the office for thee of revenge, 

And then my soul shall wait on thee to heaven. 
As it on earth hath been thy servant still. 73 
Now, now, you stars, that move in your right 
spheres, 

Where be your powers? Show now your mended 
faiths. 

And instantly return with me again, 7 * 

To push destruction and perpetual shame 
Out of the weak door of our fainting land. 
Straight let us seek, or straight we shall be 
sought: 

The Dauphin rages at our very heels. 80 


Sal. It seems you know not then so much at 
we. 

The Cardinal Pandulph Is within at rest, 

Who half an hour since came from the Dauphin, 
And brings from him such oflers of our peace 84 
As we with honour and respect may take, 
With purpose presently to leave this war. 

Bast. He will the rather do it when he sees 
Ourselves well sinewed to our defence. SS 
Sal. Nay, it is in a manner done already; 
For many carriages he hath dispatch'd 
To the sea-side, and put his cause and quarrel 
To the disposing of the cardinal: 91 

With whom yourself, myself, and other lords, 
If you think meet, this afternoon will post 
To consummate this business happily. 

Bast. Let it be so. And you, my noble prince, 
With other princes that may best be spar’d, 97 
Shall wait upon your father’s funeral. 

P. Hen. At Worcester must bis body be in- 
terr’d; 

For so he will’d it. 

Bast. Thither shall it then, too 

And happily may your sweet self put on 
The lineal state and dory of the land! 

To whom, with all submission, on my knee, 

1 do bequeath my faithful services i °4 

And true subjection everlastingly. 

Sal. And the like tender ofour love we make. 
To rest without a spot for evermore. 

P. Hen. I have a kind soul that would give 
you thanks, i °8 

And knows not how to do it but with tears. 

Bast. OI let us pay the time but needful woe 
Since it hath been beforehand with our griefs. 
This England never did, nor never shall, 11a 
Lie at the proud foot of a conqueror, 

But when it first did help to wound itself. 
Now these her princes are come home again. 
Come the three comers of the world in arms, its 
And we shall shock them. Nought shall make 
us me, 

IfEngland to itself do rest but true. [Exeunt. 
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ACT I 

Scene I.— London. A Room in the Palace. 


Enter kino RICHARD, attended; JOHN OF GAUNT, 
and other Nobles. 


K. Rich. Old John of Gaunt, time-honour'd 
Lancaster, 

Hast thou, according to thy oath and band, 
Brought hither Henry Hereford thy bold son, 
Here to nuke good the boisterous late appeal, 4 
Which then our leisure would not let ushear, 
Against the Duke of Norfolk, Thomas Mow¬ 
bray? 

Gaunt. I have, my liege. 

K. Rich. Tell me, moreover, hast thou 
sounded him, 8 

If he appeal the duke on ancient malice. 

Or worthily, as a good subject should, 

On some known ground of treachery in him? 
Gaunt. As near as I could sift him on that 
argument, 1* 

On some apparent danger seen in him 
Aim’d at your highness, no inveterate malice. 
K. Rich. Then call them to our presence: 
face to face. 

And firowning brow to brow, ourselves will hear 
The accuser and the accused freely speak: 17 
l Exeunt some Attendants, 
Hugh-stomach’d are they both, and full of ire. 
In rage deaf as the sea, hasty as fire. 


Re-enter Attendants, with bounobroke and 
MOWBRAY. 

. Boling. Many yean of happy days befall so 
My gracious sovereign, my most loving liegei 
Mow. Each day suU better other’s happiness; 


Until the heavens, envying earth’s good hap. 
Add an immortal title to your crown I 24 
K. Rich. We thank you both: yet one but 
flatters us, 

As well appeareth by the cause you come; 
Namely, to appeal each other of high treason. 
Cousin of Hereford, what dost thou object 18 
Against the Duke of Norfolk, Thomas Mow¬ 
bray? 

Boling. First,—heaven be the record to my 
speech!— 

In the devotion of a subject’s love, 

Tendering the precious safety of my prince, 33 
And free from other misbegotten hate, 

Come I appellant to this princely presence. 
Now, Thomas Mowbray, do 1 turn to thee, 
And mark my greeting well; for what I speak 3& 
My body shall make good upon this earth, 

Or my divine soul answer it in heaven. 

Thou art a traitor and a miscreant; 

Too good to be so and too bad to live. 40 
Since the more fair and crystal is the sky. 

The uglier seem die clouds that In It fly. 

Once more, the more to aggravate the note, 
With a foul traitor’s name stuff I thy throat; 44 
And wish, so please my sovereign, ere I move, 
What my tongue speaks, my right drawn sword 
may prove. 

Mow. Let not my cold words here accuse my 
zeal: 

Tis not the trial of a woman’s war, 48 
The bitter clamour of two eager tongues. 

Can arbitrate this cause betwixt us twain; 

The blood is hot that must be cool’d for Ibis: 
Yet can I not of such tame patience boast j* 
As to be hush'd and nought at all to say. 
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First, the fair reverence of your highness curbs K. Rich, How Ugh a pitch his resolution 
me soars! 

From giving reins and spun to my free speech; Thomas of Norfolk, what says! thou to this? 
Which else would post until it bad return’d 36 Mow. O! let my sovereign turn away his 
These terms of treason doubled down his throat. face 

Setting aside his high blood’s royalty, And bid his ears a little while be deaf, ixs 

And let him be no kinsman to my liege. Till I have told this slander of his blood 

I do defy him, and I spit at him; to How God and good men hate so foul a liar. 

Call him a slanderous coward and a villain: K. Rich. Mowbray, impartial are our eyas 

Which to maintain I would allow him odds, and ears: 

And meet him, were I tied to run afoot Were he my brother, nay, my kingdom’s heir,— 

Even to the frozen ridges of the Alps, £4 As he is but my father s brother’s son,— 117 
Or any other ground inhabitable. 

Wherever Englishman durst set his foot 
Meantime let this defend my loyalty: 

By all my hopes, most falsely doth he lie. 


68 


_ my tamer's brothers son,— 117 

Now, by my sceptre’s awe I make a vow. 
Such neighbour nearness to our sacred blood 
Should nothing privilege him, nor partiahze 

_„ _ . The unstooping firmness of my upright soul. 

Boling. Pale trembling coward, there I throw He is our subject Mowbtay; so art thou: 

Free speech and fearless I to thee allow. 

Mow. Then, Boiingbrbke, as low as to thy 
heart 124 

Through the false passage of thy throat thou 
liest. 

Three parts of that receipt I had for Calais 
Disburs’d 1 duly to his highness’ soldiers; 

The other part reserv’d I by consent >2* 


my gage. 

Disclaiming here the kindred of the king; 

And lay aside my high blood's royalty, 

Which fear, not reverence, makes thee to ex¬ 
cept: 72 

If guilty dread have left thee so much strength 
As to take up mine honour’s pawn, then stoop: 

By that and all the rites of knighthood else, _,__._, 

Will I make good against thee, arm to arm, 76 For that my sovereign liege was in my debt 
What I have spoke, or thou canst worse devise. Upon remainder of a dear account 


Mow. I take it up; and by that sword I 

Which gently laid my knighthood on my shoul¬ 
der, 

m answer thee in any fair degree, 80 

Or chivalrous design of knightly trial: 

And when 1 mount, alive may I not light 
If I be traitor or unjustly fight! 

K. Rich. What doth our cousin lay to Mow- 
bray’s charge! 

It must be great that can inherit us 
So much as of a thought of ill in him. 


Since last I went to France to fetch his queen. 
Now swallow down that lie. For Gloucester’s 
death, 13s 

I slew him not; but to mine own disgrace 
Neglected my sworn duty in that case. 

For you, my noble lord of Lancaster, 

The honourable father to my foe. 

Once did I lay an ambush for your life, 

A trespass that doth vex my grieved soul; 

84 But ere I last receiv’d the sacrament 
I did confess it, and exactly begg’d 
Your Grace’s pardon, and I hope I had it 
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140 


Boling. Look, what I speak, my life shall This is my fault: as for the rest appeal’d, 
prove It-true; It issues com the rancour of a villain. 

That Mowbray hath receiv’d eight thousand A recreant and most degenerate traitor; 


144 


14 ® 


nobles 88 

Jh name of lendings for your highness’ soldiers. 

The which he hath detain’d for lewd employ- 

XDBIItS. 

Like a false traitor and injurious villain. 

Besides I say and will in battle prove, 92 
Or here or elsewhere to the furthest verge 
That ever was survey’d by English eye, 

That all the treasons for these eighteen years 
Complotted and contrived in this land, 96 

Fetch from false Mowbray their first head and This we prescribe, though no physician; 

spring. Deep malice makes too deep incision: 

Further Isay and ftixther will maintain Forget, forgive; conclude and be agreed, 156 

Upon his bad life to make all this good. Our doctors say this is no month to bleed. 

That he did plat the Duke of Gloucester’s death. Good unde, let this end where it begun; 
Suggest his soon-believing adversaries, tor We’ll calm the Duke of Norfolk, you your 
And consequently, like a traitor coward. 

Stak'd out his innocent soul through streams 
of blood: 

Which blood, like sacrificing Abel’s, cries, 104 
’ eat :*"om the tongueleas cavans of the earth. 

To me for justice and rough chastisement; 

And, by the glorious worth of my descent, __ 

This atm shall do it, or this tyfb be spent, rot O b edie n ce bids I should not bid again. 


Which in myself I boldly will defend. 

And interchangeably hurl down my gage 
Upon this overweening traitor’s foot. 

To prove myself a loyal gentleman 
Even in the best blood chamber’d in his bosom. 
In haste whereof, most heartily I pray 
Your highness to assign our trial day. 

K. Rich. Wrath-kindled gentlemen, be rul’d 
by me; 132 

Let’s purge this choler without letting blood: 


son. 

Gaunt. To be a make-peace shall become my 
age: 160 

Throw down, my son, the Duke of Norfolk’s 

. And, Norfolk, throw down his. 
Gaunt. When, Harry, when? 
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K. Rich. Norfolk, throw down, we bid; there 
b no boot. 164 

Mow. Myself I throw, dread sovereign, at 
“ 'foot. 


The one my duty owes; but my fair name,- 
Despite of death that lives upon my grave,—168 
To dark dishonour’s use thou shalt not have. 

I am disgrac’d, impeach’d, and baffled here, 
Pierc’d to the soul with slander’s venom’d spear. 
The which no balm can cure but his heart- 
blood 17s 

Which breath’d this poison. 

K. Rich. Rage must be withstood: 

Give me his gage: lions make leopards tame. 
Mow. Yea, but not change ms spots: take 
but my shame, 

And I resign my gage. My dear dear lord, 176 
The purest treasure mortal times afford 
Is spotless reputation; that away, 

Men are but gilded loam or painted clay. 

A jewel in a ten-times-barr’d-up chest 1*0 
Is a bold spirit in a loyal breast. 

Mine honour is my life; both grow in one; 
Take honour from me, and my life is done: 
Then, dear my liege, mine honour let me try; 
In that I live and for that will I die. i8j 
K. Rich. Cousin, throw down your gage: do 
you begin. 

Boling. Ol God defend my soul from such 
deep sin. 

Shall I seem crest-fall’n in my father’s sight, 188 
Or with pale beggar-fear impeach my height 
Before this out-dar’d dastard? Ere my tongue 
Shall wound mine honour with such feeble 
wrong. 

Or sound so base a parle, my teeth shall tear 19s 
The slavish motive of recanting fear, 

And spit it bleeding in his high disgrace. 
Where shame doth harbour, even in Mowbray’s 
face. I Exit gaunt. 

K. Rich. We were not bom to sue, but to 
command: 196 

Which since we cannot do to make you (Heads, 
Be ready, as your lives shall answer it, 

At Coventry, upon Saint Lambert's day: 
There shall your swords and lances arbitrate aoo 
The swelling difference of your settled hate: 
Since we cannot atone you, we shall see 
Justice design the victor’s chivalry. 

Marshal, command our officers-at-arms sot 
Be ready to direct these home alarms. [Exeunt. 


Scene H.— The Same. A Room in the duke 
or Lancaster's Palace. 

Enter gaunt and duchess or Gloucester. 
Gaunt. Alas! the part I had in Woodstock’s 
blood 

Doth more solicit me than your exclaims, 

£0 stir against the butchers of his life. 

But since correction Beth in those hands 4 
whfch made the fault that we cannot correct, 
But we our quarrel to the will of heaven: 
"ho, when they see the hours ripe on earth, 


Will rain hot vengeance oh offenders' beads, t 
Duck. Finds brotherhood in thee no sharper 
spur? 

Hath love in thy old blood no living fire? 
Edward's seven sons, whereof thyself art one. 
Were as seven vials of his sacred blood, ra 
Or seven fair branches springing from one root: 
Some of those seven are dried by nature’seourse. 
Some of those branches by the Destinies cut; 
But Tbomas, my dear lord, my life, my Gloucerier, 
One vial foil of Edward s sacred blood, 17 
One flourishing branch of his most royal root. 
Is crack’d, and all the precious liquor spilt; 

Is hack'd down, and his summer leaves all vaded. 
By envy’s hand and murder’s bloody axe. si 
Air, Gaunt 1 his blood was thine: that bed, that 
womb, 

That metal, that self-mould, that fashion’d thee 
Made him a man; and though thou liv’st and 
breath’st, u 

Yet art thou slain in him: thou dost consent 
In some large measure to thy father's death 
In that thou seest thy wretched brother die. 
Who was the model of thy father’s life. s> 

Call it not patience, Gaunt; it is despair: 

In suffering thus tby brother to be slaughter'd 
Thou show’st the naked pathway to thy life. 
Teaching stem murder how to butcher thee: 3a 
That which in mean men we entitle patience 
Is pale cold cowardice in noble breasts. 

What shall I say ? to safeguard thine own Ufb, 
The best way is to venge my Gloucester’s death. 
Gaunt. God’s is the quarrel; for God’s sub¬ 
stitute, 37 

His deputy anointed in his sight. 

Hath caus d his death; the which if wrongfully. 
Let heaven revenge, for I may never Bit 40 
An angry arm against his minister. 

Duck. Where then, alas! may I compUih 
myself? 

Gaunt. To God, the widow’s champion End 
defence. 

Duck. Why then, I will. Farewell, old GaimL 
Thou go’st to Coventry, there to behold 43 
Our cousin Hereford and fell Mowbray fight: 
O! sit my husband's wrongs on Hereford s spear, 
That it may enter butcher Mowbray’s breast 4 > 
Or if misfortune miss the first career. 

Be Mowbray’s sins so heavy in his bosom 


And throw the rider headlong in the lists, 

A caitiff recreant to my cousin Hereford! 
Farewell, old Gaunt: thy sometimes brother’s 
wife 

With her companion grief must end her life. 

Gaunt. Sister, farewell: I must to Coventry. 
As much rood stay with thee as go with me 1 97 
Duch. Yet one word more. Grief boundeth 
where it (alls. 

Not with the empty hollowness, hot weight: 

I take my leave before I have begun. *0 
For sorrow end* not when It seemeth done. 
Commend me to my brother, Edmund York. 
Lo! this is all: nay, yet depart not so) 

Though this be all, do not so quickly go; <4 
I shah remember more. Bid him—eh, what ?— 
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Ucrt 


With all good (peed at Plashy visit me. Before King Richard In his royal lists? 3* 

Alack! and what shall good old York there see Against whom comest thou? and what’s thy 


But empty lodgings and unfurnish'd walls, 68 
Unpeopled offices, untrodden stones? 

And what hear there for welcome but my groans ? 
Therefore commend me; let him not come there, 
To seek out sorrow that dwells every where. 7s 
Desolate, desolate will I hence, and die: 

The last leave of thee takes my weeping eye. 

(Exeunt. 


Scene m.- 


quarrel? 

Speak like a true knight, so defend thee heaven 1 
Boling. Harry of Hereford, Lancaster, and 
Derby, 

Am I; who ready here do stand in arms, 36 
To prove by God’s grace and my body’s valour. 
In lists, on Thomas Mowbray, Duke ofN orfolk. 
That he’s a traitor foul and dangerous, 

To God of heaven. King Richard, and to me: 
Open Space, near Coventry. Lilts An '> as 1 fisht.de/end me heaven! . 41 


Mar. On pain ofdeath.no person be so bold 
Or daring-hardy as to touch the lists. 

Except the marshal and such officers 44 
Appointed to direct these fair designs. 

Boling. Lord marshal, let me kiss my sove¬ 
reign’s hand. 

And how my knee before his majesty: 

For Mowbray and myself are like two men 

4V 


“a. -wpctr uyucc, wu/ vy rcmi y. jUUM 

let out, anda Throne. Heralds, Ac., attending. 

Enter the Lord Marshal and aumerle. 

Mar. My Lord Aumerle, is Harry Hereford 
arm’d? 

Aum. Yea, at all points, and longs to enter In. 

Mar. The Duke of Norfolk, sprightfully and 

bold, _____ 

Stays but the summons of the appellant’s trum- That vow a long and weary pilgrimage; 
pet. * Then let us take a ceremonious leave 

Aum. Why then, the champions are pre- And loving farewell of our several friends, 
par’d, and stay Mar. The appellant in all duty greets your 

For nothing but his majesty’s approach. highness, jj 

„ . , _ ... And craves to kiss your hand and take Us leave. 

Flourish. Enter jam RICHARD, who takes his K . Rich. | Descends from his throne .] We will 
seat on his Throne; gaunt, bushy, bagot. descend and fold hiin in our arms. 

OKERN, and Others, who take their places. A Cousin of Hereford, as thy cause is right, 
trumpet is sounded, and anrwered by another So be thy fortune in this royal fight! 56 

Then enter Mowbray, in Farewell, my blood; which if to-day thou sited, 


trumpet within. _ r 

armour, defendant, preceded by a Herald. 

K. Rich. Marshal, demand of yonder cham¬ 
pion 

The cause of Us arrival here in arms: 8 

Ask Um Us name, and orderly proceed 
To swear him in the justice of ms cause. 


Lament we may, but not revenge thee dead. 

Boling. O! let no noble eye profane a tear 
For me, if I be gor’d with Mowbray’s spear. 60 
As confident as is the falcon’s flight 
Against a bird, do I with Mowbray fight. 

My loving lord, I take my leave of you; 


ur unuui 11*411 111 *1 iv- jujuev v»* ma uuuk. mj luvuig iwtu, A uute uiy n«rv v»i juu, 

Mar. In God’s name, and the king’s, say Or you, my noble cousin. Lord Aumerle; «4 
who thou art. Not sick, although I have to do with death. 


And why thou corn’s t thus knightly dad in arms, 
Against what man thou comst, and what thy 
quarrel. 13 

Speak truly, on thy knighthood and thine oath; 
As so defend thee heaven and thy valour 1 
Mow. My name is Thomas Mowbray, Duke 
of Norfolk, 16 

Who hither come engaged by my oath,— 
Which God defend a knight should violate t— 
Both to defend my loyalty and truth 
To God, my king, ana his succeeding issue, 20 
Against the Duke of Hereford that appeals me; 
And, by the grace of God and this mine arm. 
To prove him, in defending of myself, 

A traitor to my God, mar king, and me: 34 

' , defend me heaven 1 

[He takes his teat. 


And as I truly fight, 1 


Trumpet sounds. Enter boungbroke, appel¬ 
lant, in armour, preceded by a Herald, 
it. Rich. Marshal, ask yonder knight in arms. 
Both who he is and why he cometh hither 
Thus plated in habiliments of war; at 

And formally, according to our law, 

Depose him in the juitice of tut cauae. 

Mar. What is thy name? and wherefore 
com st thou hither, 


But lusty, young, and cheerly drawing breath. 
Lol as at English feasts, so 1 regreet 
The daintiest last, to make the end most sweet: 
O thou, the earthly author of my blood, t>» 

Whose youthful spirit, in me regenerate. 

Doth with a two-fold vigour lilt me up 
To reach at victory above my bead, 7a 
Add proof unto mine armour with thy prayers. 
And with thy blessings steel my lance’s point, 
That it may enter Mowbray’s waxen coat. 

And furbish new the name of John a Gaunt, 76 
Even in the lusty havkmr of his son. 

Gaunt. God in thy good cause make thee 
prosperous! 

Be swift like lightning in the execution; 

And let thy blows, doubly redoubled, *0 
Fall like amazing thunder on the casque 
Of thy advene pernicious enemy: 

Rouse up thy youthfiil Mood, be valiant and live. 
Boling. Mine jnnocency and Saint George 
to thrive! J He takes Us seat. 

Mow. [Rising J However God or fortune cast 
my lot, 83 

There lives or dies, true to King Richard’sthrone, 

A loysL just. trorisht cntlonuL 
Ke^Ir did aiptive with afeeer heart « 

Cast off his chains of bondage and embrace 
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HI* golden uncontrolTd enfranchisement. 

Mote than my dancing soul doth celebrate 
This feast of battle with mine adversary. 92 

Most mighty liege, and my companion pens, 

Take from my mouth the wish of happy yean. 

As gentle and as jocund as to jest. 

Go I to fight: truth has a quiet breast. 96 
K. Rich. Farewell, ray lord: securely I espy 
Virtue with valour couched in thine eye. 

Order the trial, marshal, and begin. 

[The kino and the Lords return 
to their seats. 

Mar. Harry of Hereford, Lancaster, and 

Derby, 100 __ 

Receive thy lance: and God defend the right! The hopeless word of ‘never to return’ 

Boling. [Rising.] Strong as a tower in hope. Breathe I against thee, upon pain of life, 
lay amen. Mow. A heavy sentence, my most sow 

Mar. [To an Officer.] Go bear this lance to 


You, cousin Hereford, upon pain of life, 140 
Till twice five summers have enrich'd our fields. 
Shall not regreet our lair dominions. 

But tread the strainer paths of bsratahment. 
Boling. Your wifi be done: this must my 
comfort be, 144 

That sun that warms you here shall shine on me; 
And those his golden beams to you here lent 
Shall point on me and gild my banishment. 
K.Rieh. Norfolk, for thee remains a heavier 
doom, 148 

Which I with some unwillingness pronounce: 
The sly slow hours shall not determinate 
The dateless limit of thy dear exile; 

TTlA hfrtV>lAfi< ur/vrr! rtf ‘ nauar *«-» Mb.vn ' jjj 


Thomas, Duke of Norfolk. 

First Her. Harry of Hereford, Lancaster, 
and Derby, 104 

Stands here for God, his sovereign, and himself, 
On pain to be found false and recreant. 

To prove the Duke of Norfolk, Thomas Mow¬ 
bray, 

A traitor to hi3 GodMds king, and him; 108 
And dares him to set forward to the fight. 

Sec. Her. Here standetH Thomas Mowbray, 
Duke of Norfolk, 

On pain to be found false and recreant. 

Both to defend himself and to approve tia 
Henry of Hereford, Lancaster, and Derby, 

To God, his sovereign, and to him, disloyal; 
Courageously and with a free desire. 
Attending but the signal to begin. 116 

Mar. Sound, trumpets; and set forward, 
combatants. [A charge sounded. 

Stay, stay, the king hath thrown his warder 
down. 

K. Rich. Let them lay by their helmets and 
their spears. 

And both return back to their chairs again: iso 
Withdraw with us; and let the trumpets sound 
While we return these dukes what we decree. 

[A long flourish. 

[To the Combatants.] Draw near, 

And list what with our council we have done. 
For that our kingdom’s earth should not be 
„ soil’d isj 

With that dear blood which it hath fostered; 
And for our eyes do hate the dire aspect 
Of civil wounds plough'd up with neighbours 
swords; 118 

And for we think the eagle-winged pride 
Of sky-aspiring and ambitious thoughts. 

With rival-hating envy, set on you 


^ ivy sentence, my most sovereign 

And al unlook’d for from your highness’ mouth: 
A dearer merit, not so deep a malm 136 
As to be cast forth in the common air. 

Have I deserved at your highness’ hands. 

The language I have learn’a these forty years. 
My native E n g l is h , now I must forego; 160 
And now my tongue’s use is to me no more 
Than an unstringed viol or a harp. 

Or like a cunning instrument cas’d up. 

Or, being open, put into his hands i«4 

That knows no touch to tune the harmony: 
Within my mouth you baveengaol’d my tongue. 
Doubly portcullis d with my teeth aria lips; 
And dull, unfeeling, barren ignorance <61 
Is made my gaoler to attend on me. 

I am too old to fawn upon a nurse. 

Too far in years to be a pupil now: 

What is thy sentence then but speechless death, 
Which robs my tongue from breathing native 
breath? 173 

K. Rich. It boots thee not to be compas¬ 
sionate: 

After our sentence plaining comes too late. 
Mow. Hum, thus I turn me from my coun¬ 
try’s light, 176 

To dwell in solemn shades of endless night. 

[Retiring. 

K.Rieh. Return again, and take an oath with 
thee. 

Lay on our royal sword your banish’d hands; 
Swear by the duty that you owe to God— 180 
Our part therein we banish with yourselves— 
To keep the oath that we administer: 

You never shall,—so help you truth and God!— 
Embrace each other's love in banishment; 184 
Nor never look upon each other's face; 

Nor never write, regreet, nor reconcile 


_____ This low’ring tempest of your home-l red hate; 

To wake our peace, which in our country’s Nor never by advised purpose meet 188 
cradle 13a To plot, contrive, or complot any ill 

Draws the sweet Infant breath of gentle sleep: ’Gainst us, our state, our subjects, or our land. 
Which so rous’d up with boist’rous untun’d Boling. I wear. 

drums. Mow. And L to keep all this. ivi 

With hanh-retour idin g tru .ets’dreadfhlbray, Boling. Norfolk, so far, as to mine enemy*— 
Andhra ting shock of wrathful iron arms, 13* By this time, had the king permitted us, 


Might from our quiet confines fright fair peace 
And make us wade even in our kindred’s blood: 
Anerefore, we banish you our territories: 


One of our souls had wander’d in the air. 
Banish’d this frail sepulchre of our flesh, 19S 
As now our flesh is banish’d from this land: 
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Confess thy treasons ere thou fly the realm; 

Sines thou hast far to go, bear not along 
The clogging burden of a guilty soul. 

Mow. No, Bollngbroke: if ever I were traitor, 
My name be blotted from the book of life, 

And I from heaven banish'd as from hence! 

But what thou art, God, thou, and I do know; 104 
And ail too soon, I fear, the king shall rue. 
Farewell, my liege. Now no way can I stray; 
Save bade to England, all the world’s my way. 

{Exit. 

K. Rich. Unde, even in die glasses of thine 
eyes aos 

I see thy grieved heart: thy sad aspect 
Hath from the number of his banish’d years 
Pluck’d four away.—{To bounobboke.) Six 
frozen winters spent. 

Return with welcome home from banishment. 
Boling. How long a time lies in one little 
word! 213 

Four lagging winter, and four wanton springs 
End in a word: such is the breath of kings. 

Gaunt. I thank my liege, that in regard of me 
Hie shortens four years of my son’s exile; sty 
But little vantage shall I reap thereby: 

For, ere the six years that he hath to spend 
Can change their moons and bring their times 
about, S20 

My oil-dried lamp and time-bewasted light 
Shall be extinct with age and endless night; 

My inch of taper will be burnt and done, 

And blindfold death not let me see my son. 124 
K. Rich. Why, unde, thou hast many years 
to live. 

Gaunt. But not a minute, king, that thou 
canst give: 

Shorten my days thou canst with sullen sorrow. 
And pluck nights from me, but not lend a mor¬ 
row; 128 

Thou canst help time to furrow me with age. 

But stop no wrinkle in his pilgrimage; 

Thy word is current with Mm for my death, 

But dead, thy kingdom cannot buy my breath. 

K. Rich. Thy son is banish'd upon good 
advice, 133 

Whereto thy tongue a party-verdict gave: 

Why at ourjustice seem’st thou then to lower? 
Gaunt. Things sweet to taste prove in diges¬ 
tion sour. 236 

You urg'd me as a fudge; but I had rather 
You would have bid me argue like a father. 

Ol had it been a stranger, not my child. 

To smooth his fault I should have been more 
mild: 240 

A partial slander sought I to avoid. 

And in the sentence my own life destroy'd. 

Alasl I look’d when some of you should say. 


Cacti 

From where you do remain let paper show. 
Mar. My lord, no leave takel; fori will ride, 
300 As for as land will let me, by your side. 232 

Gaunt. Ol to what purpose dost thou hoard 
thy words. 

That thou return’st no greeting to thy friends? 
Boling. I have too few to take my leave of 

When die tongue's office should be prodigal 236 
To breathe the abundant dolour of the heart. 
Gaunt. Thy griefis but thy absence fora time. 
Boling. Joy absent, grief it present for that 
time. 

Gaunt. What is six winters? they are quickly 
gone. 260 

Boling. To men in joy; but grief makes one 
hour ten. 

Gaunt. Call H a travel that thou tak’st for 
pleasure. 

Boling. My heart will sigh when 1 miscall 
it so. 

Which finds it an inforced pilgrimage. 264 
Gaunt. The sullen passage of thy weary steps 
Esteem as foil wherein thou art to set 
The precious jewel of thy home return. 

Boling. Nay, rather, every tedious stride I 
make 268 

Will but remember me what a deal of world 
I wander from die jewels that I love. 

Must I not serve a long apprentteehood 
To foreign passages, and in the end, 272 

Having my freedom, boast of nothing else 
But that I was a journeyman to grief? 

Gaunt. AH places that the eye of heaven visits 
Are to a wise man ports and happy havens. 276 
Teach thy necessity to reason thus; 

There is no virtue like necessity. 

Think not the king did banish thee. 

But thou the king. Woe doth the heavier sit. 
Where it perceives it is but faintly borne. 281 
Go, say I sent thee forth to purchase honour. 
And not the king exil'd thee; Of suppose 
Devouring pestilence hangs in our air, 284 
And thou art frying to a fresher clime. 

Look, what thy soul holds dear. Imagine It 
To lie that way thou go’st, not whence thou 
com’st. 

Suppose the singing birds musicians, 288 
The grass whereon thou tread’st the presence 
strew'd, 

The flowers fair ladies, and thy steps no more 
Than a delightful measure or a dance; 

For gnarling sorrow hath less power to bite 292 
The man that mocks at it and sets it light. 

Boling. Ol who can hold a fire In his hand 
By thinking on the frosty Caucasus? 

Or cloy the hungry edge of appetite 29 1 


I was too strict to make mine own away; 244 By bare imagination of a feast? 


But you gave leave to my unwilling tongue 
Against my will to do myself this wrong. 

A. Rich. Cousin, farewell; and, uncle, bid 

Mm so: 

Six years we banish him, and he shall go. 248 
[nourish. Exeunt kino RICHARD and Train. 
Aunt. Cousin, farewell: what presence must 
not know. 


Or wallow naked in December snow 
By thinking on fantastic summer’s heat? 

O, no! the apprehension of the good 300 
Gives but the greater feeling to the worse: 
Fell sorrow's tooth doth never rankle more 
Than when it bites, but lanceth not the sore. 
Gaunt. Come, come, my son, I’ll bring thee 
on thy way. 30* 
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Had I thy youth jad catue, I would not (ter. Wo are enforc’d to term our royal realm; 
Boling. Then, England a ground, farewell; The revenue whereof dull famish us 
sweet (oil, adieu: Por our affairs In hand. If that come short, 

. (hall have blank 

4* 

----[ know what man are 

| Exeunt. rich, 

77 

Scdb IV.— London. A Room in the kino's 
Castle. 


Enter KINO xichaxd, baoot, and CHUS5N at one 
door 4 , aukekub at another. 

K. Rich. We did observe. Cousin Aumerle. 
How far brought you high Hereford on his way ? 
Aum. I brought high Hereford, if you call 
him so. 

But to the next highway, and there 1 left him. 4 
K. Rich. And say, what store of parting tears 
were shed! 

Aum. Faith, none for me; except the north¬ 
east wind. 

Which then blew bitterly against our faces. 
Await'd the sleeping rheum, and so by chance S 
Did grace our hollow parting with a tear. 

K. Rich. What said our cousin when yon 
parted with him? 

Aum. ‘Farewell:’ 

And, for my heart disdained that my tongue is 
Should so profane the word, that taught me craft 
To counterfeit oppression of such grief 
That words seem a buried in my sorrow’s grave. 
Many, would the word ‘farewell’ have length¬ 
en’d hours it 

And added years to his short banishment. 

He should have had a volume of farewells; 
Bsil since it wotdd not, he had none of me. 
a. Rich. He is our cousin, cousin; but *ds 
doubt, so 

When time shall call him home ftom banish¬ 
ment. 

Whether our kinsman come to see his friends. 
Ourself and Bushy, Bagot here and Green 
Observ’d his courtuiip to the common people. 
How he did seem to dive into their hearts sj 
With humble and familiar courtesy. 

What reverence he did throw away on slaves, 
Wooingpoor craftsmen with the craft of smiles 
And patient underbearing of his fortune, as 
As twere to banish their affects with him. 

Off goes his bonnet to an oyster-wench; 

A brace of draymen bid God speed him well, js 
And had the tribute of his supple knee, 

With Thanks, my countrymen, my loving 
friends;’ 

As were our England in reversion his. 

And he our subjects’ next degree in hope. 3 <5 
Green. Weil, he is gone; and with him go 
xt “S*® thoughts. 

now for the rebels which stand out in Ireland; 
expedient manage must be made, my liege, 
"“ther leisure yield them fhrther means 40 
v- advantage and your highness’ loss. 

, We will ourself in person to this war. 

*_2’,E? r our coffers with too gnat a court 
And liberal largess are grown somewhat light, 


And send them after to supply our wants; 
For we will make for Ireland presently. sa 

Enter BUSHT. 

Busfay. what news! 

Bushy. Old John of Gaunt it grievous sick, 
my lord. 

Suddenly taken, and hath sent post-haste 
To entreat your majesty to visit him. j« 

K. Rich. When lies he! 

Bushy. At Ely House. 

K. Rich. Now, put it, God, in his physician's 

mind 

To help him to his grave immediately t 60 

The lining of his coffers shall maluTcoats 
To deck our soldiers for these Irish wars. 
Come, gentlemen, let’s all go visit him ; 

Pray God we may make haste, and come too 
late. as 

AU. Amen. [Exeunt. 

ACT n 

Scene L — London. An Apartment in Ely 
House. 

GAUNT on a couch; the DUKE or YOKE and 
Others standing by him. 

Gaunt. Will the king come, thatlmay breathe 
my last 

In wholesome counsel to his unsteld youth? 
York. Vex not yourself, nor strive not with 
your breath; 

For all in vain conus counsel to his ear. 4 
Gaunt. O! but they say the tongues of dying 
men 

Enforce attention like deep harmony: 

Where words are scarce, they are seldom spent 
in vain. 

For they breathe truth that breathe their words 
in pain. * 

He that no more must say is listen’d more 
Than they whom youth and ease have taught 
to glose; 

More are men’s ends mark’d than their lives 
before: 

The setting sun, and music at the dose, is 
As the last taste of sweets, is sweetest last. 

Writ in remembrance more than things long 
past: 

Though Richard my life’s counsel would not 
hear, 

My death’s sad tale may yet rmdeaf his ear. it 
York. No; It is stopp’d with other flattering 
sounds, 

As praises of his state; then there are fond 
Lascivious metres, to whose venom sound 
The open ear of youth dote always listen: so 
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Repent of fashions In proud Italy, 

Whose manners itUl our tardy apish nation 
Limps after in base imitation. 

Where doth the world thrust forth a vanity,— 34 
So it be new there’s no respect how vile,— 
That is not quickly buzz'd into his ears ? 

Then all too late comes counsel to be heard. 
Where will doth mutiny with wit’s regard, 38 
Direct not him whose way himself will choose: 
Tis breath thou lack’st, and that breath wilt 
thou lose. 

Gaunt. Methinkslamaprophetnewinspir’d, 
And thus expiring do foretell of him: 33 

His rash fierce blaze of riot cannot last. 

For violent fires soon bum out themselves; 
Small showers last long, but sudden storms are 
short; 

He tires betimes that spurs too fist betimes; 36 
With eager feeding food doth choice the feeder: 
Light vanity, insatiate cormorant. 

Consuming means, soon preys upon itself. 
This royal throne of kings, this scepter’d isle, 4c 
This earth of majesty, this seat of Mars, 

This other Eden, demi-paradise, 

This fortress built by Nature for herself 
Against infection and the band of war, 44 
This happy breed of men, this little world. 
This precious stone set in the silver sea. 
Which serves it in the office of a wan, 

Or as a moat defensive to a house, 48 

Aralnst the envy of less happier lands, 

This blessed plot, this earth, this realm, this 
England, 

This nurse, this teeming womb of royal kings, 
Fear'd by their breed and famous by their 
birth, s 2 

Renowned for their deeds as far from home,— 
For Christian service and true chivalry,— 

As Is the sepulchre in stubborn Jewry 
Of the world’s ransom, blessed Mary’s Son: ;S 
This land of Such dear souls, this dear, deal land. 
Dear for her reputation through the world. 

Is now leas’d out,—I die pronouncing it,— 
Like to a tenement, or pelting farm: 60 

England, bound in with the triumphant sea. 
Whose rocky shore beats back the envious siege 
Of watery Neptune, is now boundin with shame, 
Withinkybl jts and rotten parchment bonds: 64 
That England, that was wont to conquer others, 
Hath made a shamefbl conquest of itself. 

Ah! would the scandal vanish with my life. 
How happy then were my ensuing death. 68 


Enter KINO RICHARD and QUEEN; AUMERLE, 
BUSHY, GREEN, BA GOT, ROSS, and WIL¬ 
LOUGHBY. 

York. The king is come: deal mildly with 
his youth; 

For young hot colts, being rag’d, do rage the 
more. 

Queen. How fares our noble uncle, Lan- 
caster? 

K. Rich. What comfort, man ? How is’t with 
aged Gaunt? is 

Gaunt. Ot how that name befits my com¬ 
petition; 


Old Gaunt indeed, and gaunt hi being old: 
Within me grief hath kept a tedious fast; 75 
And who abstains from meat that is not gaunt ? 
For sleeping England long time have I watch’d; 
Watching breeds lea nn ess, leanness is all gaunt. 
The pleasure that some fathers feed upon 
Is my strict fast, I mean my children's looks; 80 
And therein fasting hast thou made me gaunt. 
Gaunt am I for the grave, gaunt as a grave. 
Whose hollow womb inherits nought but bones. 
K. Rich. Can sick men play so nicely with 
their names? 84 

Gaunt. No; misery makes sport to mock it- 
self: 

Since thou dost seek to kill my name in me, 

I mock my name, great king, to flatter thee. 
K.Rich. Should dying men Batter with those 
that live? 88 

Gaunt. No, no; men living flatter those that 
die. 

K.Rich. Thou,nowa-dying,saystthouflat- 
ter’st me. 

Gaunt. O, no i thou diest, though I the sicker 
be. 

K. Rich. I am in health, I breathe, and see 
thee ill. 92 

Gaunt. Now, he that made me knows I see 
thee ill; 

Dl in myself to see, and in thee seeing ill. 

Thy death-bed is no lesser than thy land 
Wherein thou liest in reputation sick: 96 

And thou, too careless patient as thou art, 
Committ’st thy anointed body to the cure 
Of those physicians that first wounded thee: 

A thousand flatterers sit within thy crown, 100 
Whose compass is no bigger than thy bead; 
And yet, incaged in so small a verge, 

The waste is no whit lesser than thy land. 

Ol had thy grandsire, with a prophet's eye, 104 
Seen how his son’s son should destroy his sons. 
From forth thy reach he would have laid thy 
shame, t 

Deposing thee before thou wert possess'd. 
Which art possess'd now to depose thyself. 108 
Why, cousin, wen thou regent of the world, 

It were a shame to let this land by lease; 

But for thy world enjoying but this land. 

Is It not more than shame to shame it so? 112 
Landlord of England art thou now, not ldng: 
Thy state of law is bond-slave to the law. 

And— 

K.Rich. And thou a lunatic lean-witted fool, 
Presuming on an ague's privilege, n 6 

Dar’st with thy frozen admonition 
Make pale our cheek, chasing the royal blood 
With fury from his native residence. 

Now, by my seat’s right royal majesty, 130 
Wert thou not brother to great Edward’s son,— 
This tongue that runs so roundly in thy head 
Should run thy bead from thy unreverent 
shoulders. 

Gaunt. Ol spare me not, my brother Ed¬ 
ward's son, 124 

For that I was his father Edward’s son. 

That blood already, like the pelican, 

Hast thou tapp'd out and drunkenly carous’d: 
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My brother Gloucester, plain well-meaning But when he frown’d, it was agointt the French, 


soul,— »* 

Whom fair befall In heaven ’mongst happy 
souls 1— 

May be a precedent and witness good 
That thou respect’st not spilling Edward’s 
blood: 

Join with the present sickness that I have; 13s 
And thy unkindness be like crooked age. 

To crop at once a too-long wither’d flower, 
live in thy shame, but die not shame with thee! 
These words hereafter thy tormentors be! 136 
Convey me to my bed, then to my grave: 

Love they to live that love and honour have. 

[Exit, borne out by his Attendants. 
K. Rich. And let them die that age and sulletu 
have; 

For both hast thou, and both become the grave. 
York. I do beseech your majesty, impute his 
words 141 

To wayward sickliness and age in him: 

He loves you, on my life, and holds you dear 
As Harry, Duke of Hereford, were he here. 144 
K. Eich. Right, you say true: as Hereford’s 
love, so his; 

As theirs, so mine; and all be as it is. 

Enter Northumberland. 

North. My liege, old Gaunt commends him 
to your majesty. 

K.Rich. What says he? 14s 

North. Nay, nothing; all is said: 

His tongue is now a stnngless instrument; 
Words, life, and all, old Lancaster hath spent. 
York. Be York the next that must be bank¬ 
rupt sol *J* 

Though death be poor, it ends a mortal woe. 

K. Rich. The ripest fruit first falls, and so 
doth he: 

His time is spent; our pilgrimage must be. 

So much for that. Now For our Irish wars, 15S 

Wemustsupplantthose rough rug-headed kerns, 

Which live like venom where no venom else 
But only they have privilege to live. 

And for these great affairs do ask some charge. 
Towards our assistance we do seize to us 161 
The plate, coin, revenues, and moveables. 
Whereof our unde Gaunt did stand possess d, 
York. How long shall I be patient? Ahlhow 
long I# 4 

Shall tender duty make me suffer wrong? 

Not Gloucester’s death, nor Hereford's banish- 
meat. 

Not Gaunt’s rebukes, nor England’s private 
wrongs. 

Nor the prevention of poor BoBngbroke i*» 
About his marriage, nor my own disgrace 
Have ever made me sour my patient cheek. 
Or bend one wrinkle on my sovereign’s face, 
lam the last of noble Edward’s sons, » 7 » 

Of whom thy father, Prince of Wales, was first; 
|« war was never Uon rag’d more fierce. 

In peace was never gen tle lamb more mild, 
Hjan was that young and princely gentleman. 
Hi* face thou hast, for even so look d he, m 
Accomplish’d with the number of thy hours; 


jjui wubu uv uunu u, u woo uflomet uw x skiiv u. 

And not against his Blends; ms noble hand 180 
Did win what he did spend, and spent not that 
Which his triumphant father’s hand had won: 
His hands were guilty of no kindred’s blood. 
But bloody with the enemies of his kin. 1S4 
O, Richard! York is too far gone with grief. 

Or else he never would compare between. 

K. Rich. Why, uncle, what’s the matter? 
York. O! my liege. 

Pardon me, if you please; if not, I, pleas’d 188 
Not to be pardon’d, am content withal. 

Seek you to seize and gripe into your hands 
The royalties and rights of banish'd Hereford ? 
Is not Gaunt dead, and doth not Hereford live ? 
Was not Gaunt just, and is not Harry true? 193 
Did not the one deserve to have an heir? 

Is not his heir a well-deserving son? 

Take Hereford’s rights away, and take Bom 
Time 

His charters and his customary rights; 197 
Let not to-morrow then ensue to-day; 

Be not thyself; for how art thou a king 
But by fair sequence and succession? zoo 
Now, afore God,—G id forbid I say true I— 

If you do wrongfully seize Hereford’s rights. 
Call in the letters-patent that he hath 
By his sttoraeys-general to sue >04 

IBs livery, and deny his offer’d homage, 

You pluck a thousand dangers on your head. 
You lose a thousand well-disposed hearts, 

And pride my tender patience to those thoughts 
Which honour and allegiance cannot think, zoo 
K. Rich. Think what you will: we seize into 

OUT hand* 

His plate, his goods, bis money, and his lands. 
York. I’ll not be by the while: my liege, fare¬ 
well: *» 

What will ensue hereof, there’s none can tell; 
But by bad courses may be understood 
That their events can never fall out good. [Exit. 
K.Rich. Go, Bushy, to the Earl of Wiltshire 
straight: »r« 

Bid him repair to us to Ely House 
To see this business. To-morrow next 
We will for Ireland; and ’tis time, I Bow: 

And we create, in absence of ourself, aao 

Our uncle York lord governor of Engl and; 
For he is just, and always lov’d us wefl. 

Come on, our queen: to-morrow must we part; 
Be merry, for our tiffie of stay is short. [Flourish. 
[Exeunt UNO, QCIBSN, BUSHY, AUUERLE, 
GREEN, md BA GOT. 
North. Well, lords, the Duke of Lancaster is 
d w id. 223 

Ross. And living too; for now his son is duke. 
Willo. Barely in title, not in revenue. _ 
North. Richty in both, if justice hadher right 
Ross. My heart is great; but it must break 
with silence, *»9 

Ere’t be disburden’d with a liberal tongue. 
North. Nay, speak thy mind; and let him 
ne’er speak more 

That speaSs thy words again to do thee harm! 
Willo. Tends that thou'dat (peak to the 
Duka of Harefozd? tn 
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If It be »o, out with it boldly, man; 

Quick Is trine ear to hear of good towards 


Row. No good at all that I can do for him, aj6 
Union you call it good to tilts' Wn 
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sit John Norbecy, Sir Robert Waterton, and 

AU thS^efi fruSth’d by the Duke ofBritainec 
With eight tall ships, three thousand men of 
war, 


Bereft and*added ofW« petrimom'. Are making hither with all doe «P|“Jien«Jp 

AortA N^, dOre God, *da Zone such 

The first departing of the king for Ireland. 

If then we shall shake off our slavish yoke, 


wwii 

wrongs are borne 
In atm a royal prince, and many more mc 
O f noble blood in this declining land. 

The Icing is not himself, but basely led 
By flatterers; and what they will inform. 
Merely in hate, ’gainst any of us all, >44 
That will the Icing severely prosecute 
’Gainst us, our lives, our children, and our heirs. 
Ross. The commons hath he pill’d with 
grievous tfffci, 

And quits lost their hearts: the nobles hath he 
fin’d 24s 

For andeot quarrels, and quite lost their beam. 

WUlo. And daily new exactions are devis’d; 
As blanks, benevolences, and I wot not what: 
But what, o' God’s name, doth become of this? 
North. Wars have not wasted it, for wan'd 
he hath not, >33 

But basely yielded upon compromise 
That which his ancestors achiev'd with blows. 
More hath he spent in peace than they in wars. 
Ross. The Earl of Wiltshire hath the realm 
in farm. >37 

WiUo. The king's grown bankrupt, like a 
broken man. 

North. Reproach and dissolution hangeth 
over him. 

Ross. He hath not money for these Irish wars, 
His burdenous taxations notwithstanding, sit 
But by the robbing of the banish’d duke. 
North. His noble kinsman: most degenerate 
king! 

But, lords, we hear this fearful tempest sing, >64 
Yet seek no shelter to avoid the storm; 

We see the wind sit sore upon our sails, 

And yet we strike not, but securely perish. 
Ross. We see the very wrack that we must 
suffer; a is 

And unavoided is the danger now. 

For suffering *0 the causes of our wrack. 

North. Not so: even through the hollow eyes 
of death 

I spy life peering: but I dare not say >7s 

How near the tidings of our comfort is. 

WiUo. Nay, let us share thy thoughts, as 
thou dost ours. 

Ross. Be confident to speak, Northumber- 


We three are but thyself: and, speaking so, > 7 i 
Thy words are but as thoughts; therefore, be 
bold. 

North. Then thus: I have from Port le Blanc, 

a boy 

In Brittany, receiv'd intelligence 
That Harry Duke of Hereford, Rainoid Lord 
fyqq,»CTi l aso 

That late broke from the Duke of Exeter, 

Hit brother, Archbishop late of Canterbury, 
Sif Thomas sir John 


Imp out our drooping country's broken wing . 
Redeem from broking pawn the blemish'd 
crown. 

Wipe off the dust that hides our sceptre’s gilt. 
And make high majesty look like itself, 

Away with me in post to Ravenspurgh; >96 
But if you faint, as fearing to do so, 

Stay and be secret, and myself will go. 

Ross. To hone, to horse! urge doubts to 
them that fear. 

WUlo. Hold out my horse, and I will first be 
there. [Brian. 

Scene E —The Same. A Room in the Palace. 
Enter queen, busby, and baoot. 

Bushy. Madam, your majesty is too numb 
sad: 

You promis’d, when you parted with the king. 
To lay aside fife-harming heaviness. 

And entertain a cheerful disposition. 4 
Queen. To please the king I did; to please 
myself 

I cannot do it; yet I know no cause 
Why I should welcome such a guest as grief. 
Save bidding farewell to so sweet a guest t 
As my sweet Richard: yet, again, methtnks. 
Some unborn sorrow, ripe in fortune’s womb, 
b coming towards me, and my inward soul ti 
With nothing trembles; at some thing it grieves 
More than with parting from my lord the king. 
Bushy. Each substance of a grief hath twenty 
shadows. 

Which show like grief itself, but are not so. 
For sorrow’s eye, glazed with blinding tears, 16 
Divides one thing en.ire to many objects; 

Like perspectives, which rightly gaz’d upon 
Show nothing but confusion; e/d awry 
Distinguish form: so your sweet majesty, so 
Looking awry upon your lord’s departure. 
Finds shapes of grief more than himself to wail; 
Which, look’d on as it is, is nought but shadowi 
Of what it is not. Then, thrice-gracious queen, 
More than your lord’s departure weep not: 

more’s not seen; sj 

Or if it be, ’tb with false sorrow's eye, 

Which for things true weeps things imaginary. 

.Queen. It may be so; but yet my inward soul 
Persuades me it is otherwise: howe’er it be, v) 
I cannot but be sad, so heavy sad, 

As, though in thinking on no thought I think. 
Makes me with heavy nothing Saint and shrink. 
Bushy. *Tis nothing but conceit, my gracious 
lady. 33 

Queen. Til nothing less: conceit Is MB 
deriv'd 
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From tome forefi st ha grief; mine is not so. 

For nothing bath bwot my something grief; )6 
Or KAetfamg hath the nothing that I grieve; 

•Til In reversion that I do pottets; 

But what it is, that i» not yet known; what 
1 cannot name;’tbnameksa woe, I wot. 40 


^ nauBD o 

fitter a Servant. 

Serv. My lord, your son wai gone before 1 


Fork. He was? Why, sol so ail which way 
Enter warn. it will! 

Green. God save your majesty! and well met, IheogWss they am fled, the commons they are 

And will, I fear, revolt on Hereford’s side. 


gentlemen 

I hope the king b not yet shipp’d for Ireland. 


Sirrah, get thee toPlaahy, to my sistaGloucee- 


For his (teslgntcrave haste, his haitc good hope: * thoul * n d 

Tbenwhocfore dost thou hope hebnot shipp’d? *"s“» “5 *?y ™S- . _ .. . _ . ¥• 

Green. That he, our hope, might have retir’d 


hb power, 

And driven into an 
Who strongly hath set footing in'this land: 4* 
The banish’d Bolingbroke repeals himself, 
And with uplifted anna is safe arriv’d 
At Ravenspurgh. 

Queen. Now God in heaven forbid I 


Sen. My lord, load forgot to tell your lord- 
ship: 

To-day, as I came by, I called there; 

But I shall grieve you to report the rest 
York. What b’t knave? 96 

Sen. An hour before 1 came the duchess 
died. 

York. God for bb mercy 1 what a tide of woca 


<r«wi.Ahl madam, 'tia too true: and that is ^^f^T^d^C^r’co 
TbeJLartl _Northumberland, hb son young fSe^SM^h^^t^fe 


TheSom^Beaumond.andWaioughby, 

With »ll tlvdr fl«d toTrirn! How shall we do for money for these wars ? 104 


With all their powerful friends, are fled to him. 
Bushy. Whyhaveyounot proclaim’d North- 


Come, sister,—cousin, I 
pardon me.- 


would say,—pray, 


Andalltiu^rest of the revolted faction traiton? ’*** 

Green. We have: whereupon the Earl of And bring away the armour that is thge. 


Worcester 

Hath broke bb staff, resign’d hb stewardship, „ . ,_ 

And ail the household servant, fled with him 60 ^ “rw^ ^ ortofome j&ta .0, 


[Exit Savant. 
Gentlemen, will you go muster men? If 1 know 


,v_ ^ Neva believe me. Both are my kinsmen: 

my'woe ® I * en ’ “ on *** “* n “ dw ™ 9 *° The one b my sovereign, whom both my o 
And Bolingbroke my sorrow’s dismal heir: 


Thus thrust disorderly into my hands. 


one Is my sovereign, whom both my oath 
And duty biuf defend: the other again 113 
Nnwharhmvuwit hmnTrfiYforrti harBrodisv 6 i kinsman, whom the king hath wrong’d, 

u Whomconsdence and my kindkd bids to rijht 
And I, a gasping new-denver d mother, Well, somewhat we raiat dn. Come, ennsin^r* 


Have woe to woe, sorrow to sorrow Join’d. 
Bushy. Despair not, madam. 

Queen. Who Shall binder me? 

I will despair, and be at enmity «s 

With coaming hope: he b a flatterer, 

A gMfwrfte g kee pe r-back of death. 
Whogently woumdbsolve the bands of life, 
WMchfisbe hope lingers In estremity. 7 » 

Enter youk. 

Green. Here comes the Duke of York. 


Queen. With signs of war about hb aged Is nil impossible. 


Well, somewhat we must do. Come, cousin, ire 
I’ll dispose of you. Gentlemen, go muster up 
your men, 

And meet me presently at Berkeley Castle. 

I should to Flashy too: 

But time will not permit All b uneven, tao 
And every thing it left at six and seven. 

[Exeunt vtnuc end queen. 
Bushy. The wind sits fair for news to go to 
Ireland, 

But none retains. Far us to levy powa 
Proportionable to the enemy ss 4 


neck: 

O! frill of careAd business are hb looks. 
Uncle.for God’isake, speak comfortable words. 
York. Should I do so, I should belie my 


Green. Besides, our nearness to the king in 
love 

Is near the hate of thoee love not the king. 
Bagot. And that’s the wavering c o mmons ; 

- - - - ut 


thoughts: 77 for their love rsS 

Comfort's in heaven; and we are on the earth, Lies In their purses, and whoso empties own, 

—..’ By so much fflb their hearts with deadly ham. 

Bushy. Wherein the king standi .gene ral ly 
condemn’d. 


_,habgone toaavefieri , 

_—t others come to make him lo 6 e at home: 
Here am I left to underprop hb land. 

Who, weak with age, cannot support myself 


Bayer. If Judgment He in them, tbeti sodowe, 
Because we era have been near the king, ijg 
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Green. Well, I’U for refuge straight to Bristol 
Castle; 

The Earl of Wiltshire is already there. 

Bushy. Thither will I with you; for little 
office 136 

Will the hateful commons perform for us. 
Except like cun to tear us all to pieces. 

Will you go along with us 1 
Bagot. No; I will to Ireland to his majesty. 
Farewell: if heart’s presages be not vain, 141 
We three here part that ne’er shall meet again. 

TKnf'a os Vftvl/ Oltt-tiraa kaot 
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H. Percy. Because your lordship was pro¬ 
claimed traitor. 

But he, my lord, is gone to Ravenspurgh, 

To offer service to the Duke of Hereford, 3* 

And sent me over by Berkeley to discover 
What power the Duke of York had levied there; 
Then with direction to repair to Ravenspurgh. 
North. Have you forgot the Duke of Hoe- 
ford, boy? it 

H. Percy. No, my good lord; for that is not 
forgot 


Bushy. That’s as York thrives to beat back Which ne’er I did remember: to my knowledge 


Bolmgbroke. 

Green. Alas, poor duke! the task he under- 
takes 144 

Is numbering sands and drinking oceans dry: 

Where one on his side fights, thousands will fly. 

Farewell at once; for once, for all, and ever. 

Bushy. Well, we may meet again. 

Bagot. I fear me, never. 148 

lExeunt. 

SCENE HI. —The Wolds in Gloucestershire. 

Enter BOUNGBROKE and NORTHUMBERLAND, 
with Forces. 

Boling. How far is it, my lord, to Berkele> 
now? 

North. Believe me, noble lord, 

L““ in .Gloucestershire: Keeps good old York there with his men of war? 

These high wild lulls and rough uneven ways 4 H. Percy. There «n»nd« the castle, by yon 
Draw out our miles and make them wearisome; ■ - * oy y 

But yet your fair discourse hath been as sugar. 

Making the hard way sweet and delectable. 

But I bethink me what a weary way 8 

From Ravenspurgh to Cotswold will be found 
In Ross and Willoughby, wanting your com- 


I never in my life did look on him. 

North. Then isam to know him now: this is 
the duke. 40 

H. Percy. My gracious lord, I tender you 
my sendee, 

Such as it is, being tender, raw, and young. 
Which elder days shall ripen and confirm 
To more approved service and desert 44 

Boling, I thank thee, gentle Percy; and be 
sure 

I count myself in nothing else so happy 
As in a soul remembering my good mends; 
And as my fortune ripens with thy love, 48 
It shall be still thy true love's recompense: 

My heart this covenant makes, my hand thus 
seals it 

North. How far is it to Berkeley? and what 
stir 


Which, i protest, hath very much beguil’d 
The tediousness and process of my travel: is 
But theirs is sweeten d with the hope to have 
The present benefit which I possess; 

And hope to joy is little less in joy 
Than hope enjoy'd: by this the weary lords 16 
Shall make their way seem short as mine hath 
done 

By sight of what I have, your noble company. 

Boling. Of much less value is my company 
Than yonr good words. But who comes here? 

Enter hxnrt Percy. 

North. It is my son, young Harry Percy, ar 
Sent from my brother Worcester, whenceso¬ 
ever. 

Harry, how fores your uncle? 

H. Percy. I had thought my lord, to have 
leam’d his health of you. 24 

North. Why, is he not with the queen? 

H.Percy. No,mygoodlord;hekathforsook 
the court 

Broken his staff of office, and dispers'd 
The household of the kins. 

North.. 1 What was Ms reason? 28 

He was not ao mow'd when test we spake 


tuft of trees, 53 

Mann’d with three hundred men, as I have 
heard; 

And in it are the Lords of York, Berkeley, and 

Seymour: 

None else of name and noble estimate. i< 

Enter aoas and Willoughby. 

North. Here come the Lords of Rosa and 
Willoughby, * 

Bloody with spurring, fiery-red with haste. 

Boling. Welcome, my lords. I wot your love 
pursues 

A banish’d traitor; all my treasury 60 

Is yet but unfelt flanks, which, mote enrich’d. 
Shall be your love and labours recompense. 

Boss. Your presence makes ns rich, most 
noble lord. 

Willo. And for surmounts our labour to 
attain it. «4 

Boling. Evermore thanks, the erehequer of 
the poor; 

Which, dll my infant fortune comes to years, 
Stands for ay bounty. But who come* here? 

Enter Berkeley. 

North. It Is my Lord of Berkeley, as I guess. 

Berk. My lord of Hertford, my message is 
to you. 69 

Boling. My lord, ray answer is—to Lancaster; 
And I am come to seek that name in England; 
And I most find that title In yonr tongue 72 
Before I make reply to aught you say. 
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Berk. Mistake me not, my lord; 'tb sot my And yet my letters-patent give me leave: 
manning My father's goods are all distrain'd and sold, 

To raze one title of your honour out: And these and all are all amiss employ'd. 13s 

To you, my lord, I come, what lord you will, 78 What would you have me do ? I am a subject, 
From the most gracious regent of this land, And challenge law: attorneys are denied me. 

And therefore personally I lay mj 


The Duke of York, to know what pricks you on 
To take advantage of the absent time 
And fright our native peace with self-bom arms. 

Enter YOKK, attended. 

Boling. I shall not seed transport my words 
by you: 81 

Here comes his Grace in person. 

My noble uncle I l Kneels. 
York. Show me thy humble heart, and not 
thy knee. 

Whose duty is decelvable and false. 84 

Boling. My gracious uncle— 

York. Tut, tut! 

Grace me no grace, nor uncle me no uncle: 

I am no traitor’s uncle; and that word 'grace* 
In an ungracious mouth is but profane. 8 $ 
Why have those banish'd and forbidden legs 
Par'd once to touch a dust ofEngland’s ground ? 
But then, mote' why ? * why have they dar'd to 
march 92 

So-many miles upon her peaceful bosom. 
Frighting her pale-fac’d villages with war 
And ostentation of despised arms? 

Com’st thou because the anointed king is hence? 
Why, foolish boy, the king is left behind, 97 
And in my loyal bosom lies his power. 

Were I but now the lord of such hot youth 
As when brave Gaunt thy father, and myself, 100 


. . y my claim 

To my inheritance of free descent. 13* 

North. The noble duke hath been too much 
abus’d. 

Ross. It stands your Grace upon to do him 
right. 

With. Base men by his endowments are 
made great, 

York. My lords of England, let me teQ you 


this: 
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I have had feeling of my cousin’s wrongs. 

And labour'd all I could to do him right; 

But in this kind to come, in braving arms, 

Be his own carver and cut out his way, 744 
To find out right with wrong, it may not be; 
And you that do abet him in this kind 
Cherish rebellion and are rebels all. 

North. The noble duke hath sworn his com* 
ing is 148 

But for bis own; and for the right of that 
We all have strongly sworn to give him aid; 
And let him ne’er see joy that breaks that oath! 
York. Well, well, I see the issue of these 
arms: rss 

I cannot mend it, I must needs confess. 
Because my power is weak and all ill left; 

But if I could, by him that gave me life, 

I would attach you all and make you stoop r j 6 
Unto the sovereign merry of the king; 


Rescu’d the Black Prince, that young Mars of But since I cannot, be it known to you 


I do remain as neuter. So, fare you well; 
Unless you please to enter in the castle 160 
And there repose you for this night. 

Boling. An offer, unde, that we will accept: 
But we must win your Grace to go with us 
To Bristol Castle; which they say is held 164 
By Bushy, Bagot, and their complices. 

The caterpillars of the commonwealth. 

Which I have sworn to weed and pluck away. 
York. It may be I will go with you; but yet 
ril pause; >88 

For I am loath to break our country’s laws. 
Nor friends nor foes, to me welcome you are: 
Things past redress arc now with me past care. 
Hereford;" VExeunt. 

But as I come, I come for Lancaster. 

And, noble uncle, I beseech your Grace Scene TV.—A Camp bi Wales. 

Look on my wrongs with an indifferent eye: ri 6 - 

You are my father, for t nct hinks In you Enter Salisbury and a ■ Captain* 

I see old Gaunt alive: O! then, my rather, Cap. My Lord of Salisbury, we have stayed 

Will you permit that I shall stand condemn’d ten days, 

A wandering vagabond; my rights a ad royalties Ana: hardly kept our countrymen together, 
Pluck’d from my arms perforce and given away And yet we hear no tidings from the long; 

To upstart unthrifts? Wherefore was I bora? Therefore we will disperse ourselves: farewell. 4 


men. 

From forth the ranks of many thousand French, 
O! then, how quickly should this arm of mine, 
Now prisoner to the palsy, chastise thee >04 
And minister correction to thy fault! 

Boling. My gracious unde, let me know my 
fault: 

On what condition stands it and wherein V 
York. Even in condition of the worst degree, 
In gross rebellion and detested treason: 109 
Thou art a banish’d man, and here art come 
Before the expiration of thy time. 

In braving arms against thy sovereign. m 
Boling. As I was banish d, I was banish’d 


If that my cousin king be King of England, 

It must be granted I am Duke of Lancaster, rss 
You have a son, Aumerle, my noble kinsman; 
Hadjgau first died, and he been thus trod down. 
He should have found his unde Gaunt a fhther, 
To rouse Ms wrongs and chase them to the bay. 
I am denied to sue my livery here, ise 


Sal. Stay yet another day, thou trusty Welsh- 
man: 

The ldngreposeth all his confidence in thee. 
Cap, Tis thought the king is dead: we will 
not stay. 

The bay-trees in our country are sli wlthes 'c 8 
And meteom fright the fixed stars of heaven. 



RICHARD n 394 [Acrm 

The pale-fhc'd moon looks bloody on the earth Green. My comfort Is, that heaven will take 

And lean-look’d prophets whisper fearful our souls 33 

change. And plague injustice with the pains of helL 

Rich men look sad and ruffians dance and leap, Boling. My Lord Northumberland, see then 

The one in fear to lose what they enjoy, 13 dispatch’d. 

The other to enjoy by rage and war: [Exeunt Northumberland and Others, 

These signs forerun the death or fall of kings. with bushy and green. 

Farewell: our countrymen are gone and fled, 16 Uncle, you say the queen is at your house: 3 * 
As well assur’d Richard their long is dead. For God’s sake, fairly let her be entreated: 

[Exit. Tell her I send to her my kind commends; 

Sal. Ah, Richard! with the eyes of heavy Take special care my greetings be deliver’d. 
witnij York. A gentleman of mine I have dispatch’d 

I see thy glory like a shooting star With letters of your love to her at large. 41 

Fall to the base earth from the firmament. » Boling. Thanks, gentle uncle. Come, lords. 
Thy sun sets weeping in the lowly west, away. 

Witnessing storms to come, woe, and unrest. To fight with Glendower and his complices: 
Thy friends are fled to wait upon thy foes. Awhile to work, and after holiday. [Exeunt. 

And crossly to thy good all fortune goes. £ Exit. 

SCENE IL —The Coast of Wales. A Castle 
in view. 


ACT m 

Scene l.—Bristol, boungbroke's Camp. 

Enter bounobxoke, tore, Northumberland, 
henry Percy, wnxouoHBY, Ross; Officers 
behind, with bushy and green prisoners. 

Boling. Bring forth these men. 

Bushy and Green, I will not vex your souls— 
.ik;^ presently your souls must part your 

With too much urging your pernicious lives, 4 
For *twere no charity; yet. to wash your blood 
From off my hands, hare in the view of men 
I will unfold some causes of your deaths. 

You have misled a prince, a royal king, s 
A happy gentleman in blood and lineaments. 
By you unhappied and disfigur’d clean: 

You have in manner with your sinful hours 
Made a divorce betwixt Us queen and him, » 
Broke the possession of a royal bed. 

And stain’d the beauty of a fair queen’s cheeks 
With tears drawn from her eyes by your foul 
wrongs. 

Myself, a prince by fortune of my birth, is 

Near to the king in blood, and near in love 
HD you did make him misinterpret me, 
Hawestoop’d my nedc^un^ ryoa HUm ies^^ 

Battog*the Stter’^read of banishment; 11 

Whilst you have fed upon my signorics, 
Dhpark’dmy Parks, and idled my lbreet woods. 
From mine own windows ton my household 
coat, *4 

Raz’d out my impress, leaving me no sign, 
sms 's opinions and my living blood. 

To show the world I am a gentleman 
This and tnnch more, much more than twice 
all this, as 

C o ndemn s you to the dea t h. See them deliver'd 
over 

To execution the of death. 

Bushy. Mom welcome is the stroke of death 
to me 

iwit^tMir.hiit^iMS. Leeds,farewell. 


Flourish: drums and trumpets. Enter KING 
RICHARD, the BISHOP OF CARLISLE, AUMBRLE, 
and Soldiers. 

K. Rich. Baxkloughly Cattle call they this 
at hand? 

Aum. Yea, my lord. How brooks your Grace 
the air. 

After your late tossing on the breaking seas? 
K. Rich. Needs must I like it well: I weep 
for joy 4 

To stand upon my kingdom once again. / 

Dear earth, I do salute thee with my hand, 
Though rebels wound thee with their horses* 
hoofs: 

As a long-parted mother with her child » 
Playifondly with her tears and smiles iameeting. 
So, weeping, smiling, greet I thee, my earth. 
And do thee favour with my royal hands. 
Feed not thy sovereign’s foe, my gentle earth, 12 
Nor with thy sweets comfort his ravenous sense; 
But let thy spiders, that suck up thy venom. 
And heavy-gal ted toads lie in their way. 

Doing annoyance to the treacherous feet 16 
Which with usurping steps do trample thee. 
Yield stinging nettles to mine enemies; 

And when they from thy bosom pluck a flower. 
Guard it, I pray thee, with a lurking adder 20 
Whose double tongue may with a mortal touch 
Throw death upon thy sovereign’s enemies. 
Mock not my senseless conjuration, lords: 
This darth shall have a feeling and these stones 
Prove armed soldiers, ere her native king 23 
Shall falter under foul rebellion's aims. 

Car. Fear not, my lord: that power that 
made you king 

Hath power to keep you king in spite of all. at 
The meant that heaven yieldi must be embrac’d. 
And not neglected; else, if heaven would. 

And we will not, heaven's offer we refuse, 

The prsiSer’d means of soocour and redress. 32 
Aum. He means, my lord, that we are too 
remiss: 

Whilst BoUngbroke, through our security. 
Grows strong and gnat in substance and to 
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K. Rich. Discomfortable cousin! know'st 
thou not 3 « 

That when the searching eye of heaven it hid 
B e hind the globe, and fights the lower world. 
Then thieves and robbers range abroad un¬ 
seen. 

In murders and in outrage bloody here; 40 
But when, from under this terrestrial ball 
He fires the proud tops of die eastern pines 
And darts his light through every guilty hole. 
Then murders, treasons, and detested sms, 44 
The cloak of night bring pluck’d from off their 
backs. 

Stand bare and naked, trembling at themselves ? 
So when this thief, this traitor, Bolingbroke, 
Who all this while hath revril’d in the night 4s 
Whilst we were wandering with the antipodes. 
Shall see us rising in our throne, the east, 

His treasons will sit blushing in his fine. 

Not able to endure the sight of day, js 

But self-affrighted tremble at his sin. 

Not all the water in the rough rude sea 
Can wash the balm from an anointed king; 
The breath of worldly men cannot depose 36 
The deputy elected by the Lord. 

For every man that Bolingbroke hath press'd 
To lift shrewd steel against our golden crown, 
God for his Richard hath in heavenly pay So 
A glorious angel: then, if angels fight. 

Weak men must fall, for heaven stiU guards 
the right 

Enter Salisbury. 

Welcome, my lord: how far off lies your power? 
Sal. Nor near nor further off, my gracious 
lord, 64 

Than this weak arm: discomfort guides my 
tongue 

And bids me speak of nothing but despair. 
One day too late, I fear me, noble lord. 

Hath clodded all thy happy days on earth. 68 
O! call back yesterday, bid time return. 

And thou shalt have twelve thousand fighting 
men: 

To-day, to-day, unhappy day too late, 
O'ertfarows thy joys, mends, fortune, and thy 
state: 73 

For all the Welshmen, hearing thou wert dead. 
Are gone to Bolingbroke, dispers'd, and fled. 

Aum, Comfort, my liege! why looks your 
_ Grace so pale? 

R. Rich. But now, the blood of twenty thou¬ 
sand men 76 

Did triumph In my face, and they are fled; 
And till so much blood thither come again 
Have I not reason to look pale and dead? 
All souls that will be safe, fly from my side; to 
For time hath set a blot upon my pride. 

Aum. Comfort, my liege! remember who you 
are. 

K. Rich. I had forgot myielf. Am I not king? 
Awake, thou sluggard majesty! thou sleepest. 84 
u not the king’s name twenty thousand names? 
Amfi arm, my name! a puny subject strikes 
At thy great glory. Lock not to the ground, 
Ye favourites of a king: arejwe not Ugh? »» 
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High be our thoughts: I know my uncle York 
Hath power enough to serve our turn. But who 
comes here? 

Enter sot Stephen scroop. 

Scroop. More health and happiness betide 
my uege 

Than can my care-tun’d tongue deliver him! as 
K. Rich. Mine ear is open and my heart pre- 

par'd; 

The wont is worldly loss thou canst unfold. 
Say. is my kingdom lost? why, ’twas my care; 
And what loss is it to he rid of care? 96 

Strives Bolingbroke to be as great as we? 
Greater he shall not be: if he serve God 
We’ll save him too, and be his fellow so: 
Revolt our subjects? that we cannot mend; 100 
They break their faith to God as well as us: 
Cry woe, destruction, ruin, loss, decay: 

The wont is death, and death will have his day. 
Scroop. Glad am I that your highness is sa 
arm’d 104 

To bear fee tidings of calamity. 

Like an unseasonable stormy day 
Which makes the silver riven drown their shores, 
As if the world were all dissolv’d to teats, 108 
So high above bis limits swells fee rage ' 

Of Bolingbroke, covering your fearful land 
Wife hard bright steel and hearts harder than 
steel. 

White-beards have arm’d their thin and hair¬ 
less scalps us 

Against fey majesty; and boys, wife women’s 
voices. 

Strive to speak big, and dap their female joints 
In stiff unwieldy arms against thy crown; 

Thy vety beadsmen learn to bend their bows 
Of double-fatal yew against thy state; 117 

Yea, distaff-women manage rusty bills 
Against thy seat: both young and old rebel. 
And all goes worse than I have power to triL iso 
K. Rich. Too well, too well thou tril’st a tale 
so ill. 

Where is the Earl of Wiltshire? where is Bagot? 
What is become of Bushy? where is Omen? 
That they have let the dangerous enemy 134 

Measure our confines with such peaceftu steps? 
If we prevail, their heads shall pay foi It 
I warrant they have made peace with Boling- 
broke. 

Scroop. Peace have they maae with him, 
indeed, my lord. isi 

K Rich. O villains, vipers, damn’d wtfeou 
redemption! 

Dogs, easily won to fawn on any mgri) 
Snakes, in my heart-blood warm’d, that stir 
my heart! 

Threelndases,each one thriceworse than Inda 
Would they make peace? tegae-lo bell make w. 
Upon their spotted souls fat this cfSmeel 
Scroop. Sweet love, I me, changing Ma pr 
petty, 

Turns to the sourest and most deatfi? hate. 1 
Again uncutse their souls; their peace is mac. 
With heads and not wife hands; those whor 
you curse 
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Have felt the worst of death’s destroying wound 
And lie fUll low, grav’d in the hollow ground. 140 
Aum. Is Bushy, Gre-n, and the Earl of Wilt¬ 
shire dead? 

Scroop. Yea, all of them at Bristol lost their 

%Aum. Where is the duke my father with his 
power? 

K. Rich. No matter where. Of comfort no 
man speak: 144 

Let’s tala of graves, of worms, and epitaphs; 
Make dust our paper, and with rainy eyes 
Write sorrow on the bosom of the earth; 
Let’s choose executors and talk of wills: 148 
And yet not so—for what can we bequeath 
Save our deposed bodies to the ground? 

Our lands, our lives, and all are Bolingbroke’s, 
And nothing can we call our own but death, 152 
And that small model of the barren earth 
Which serves as paste and cover to our bones. 
For God’s sake, let us sit upon the ground 
And tell sad stories of the death of kings: 156 
How some have been depos’d, some slain in 
war, 

Some haunted Dy 


Some poison’d 1 
kill’d: 

All murder’d: for within the hollow crown 160 
That rounds the mortal temples of a king 
Keeps Death his court, and there the antick sits. 
Scoffing his state and grinning at his pomp; 
Allowing him a breath, a little scene, 164 
To monarcbize, be fear’d, and kill with looks, 
s fusing him with self and vain conceit 
A* if this flesh which walls about our life 
Were brass impregnable; and humour’d thus 
Comes at the last, and with a little pin 169 
Bores through his castle wall, and farewell king I 
Cover your heads, and mock not flesh and blood 
With solemn reverence: throw away respect, 17a 
Tradition, form, and ceremonious duty. 

For you hare but mistook me all this while: 

I live with bread like you, feel want. 

Taste grief, need friends: subjected thus, 178 
How can you say to me I am a king? 

Car. My lord, wise men ne’er sit and wail 
their woes, 

But presently prevent the ways to waiL 
To fear the foe, since fear oppressed) strength. 
Give* in your weakness strength unto yourfoe, 
And so your follies fight against yourself. 

Fear and be slain: no worse can come to fight: 
And fight and die is death destroying death; 184 
Where fearing dying pays death servile breath. 

Aum. My father hath a power; inquire ofhim 
And learn to make a body of a Umb. 

K.Rich. Thou chid ’at me welL Proud Boling- 
broke, I come igg 

To change blows with thee for our day of doom. 
This ague-fit of fear is over-blown; 

An easy task it is, to win our own.— 

Say, S.? oop, where lies our uncle withhls power ? 
Speak sweetly, man, although thy looks be sour. 
Scroop. Moo judge by the complexion o t the 
sky 

The state and tnchnstton of the day; 


So may you by my dull and heavy eye, 196 
My tongue hath but a heavier tale to say. 

I play the torturer, by small and email 
To lengthen out the worst that must be spoken. 
Your uncle York is join’d with Bolingbroke, 200 
And all your northern castles yielded up. 

And all your southern gentlemen in arms 
Upon his party. 

K. Rich. Thou hast said enough. 

[To aumerle.] Beshrew thee, cousin, which 
didst lead me forth 204 

Of that sweet way 1 was in to despair! 

What say you now? What comfort have we 
now? 

By heaven, I’ll hate him everlastingly 
That bids me be of comfort any more. 308 
Go to Flint Castle: there I’ll pine away; 

A king, woe’s slave, shall kingly woe obey. 
That power I have, discharge; and let them go 
To ear the land that hath some hope to grow. 
For I have none: let no man speak again 213 
To alter this, for counsel is but vain. 

Aum. My liege, one word. 

K. Rich. He does me double wrong. 

That wounds me with the flatteries of his tongue. 
Discharge my followers: let them hence away, 
From Richard's night to Bolingbroke’s fair day. 

[Exeunt. 


Scene HI.— Wale.t. Before Flint Castle. 
Enter, with drum and colours, bolingbroke and 
Forces; york,Northumberland, and Others. 
Iloling. So that by this intelligence we learn 
The Welshmen are dispers’d and Salisbury 
Is gone to meet the king, who lately landed 
With some few private friends upon this coast. 4 
North. The news is very fair and good, my 
. lord: 

Richard not far from hence hath hid his head. 
York. It would beseem tbs Lord Northum¬ 
berland 

To say,’King Richard:’alack the heavy day 8 
When such a sacred king should hide ms head 1 
North. Your Grace mistakes; only to be brief 
Left I bis title out. 

-York. The time hath been. 

Would you have bees so brief with him, he 
would is 

Have been so brief with yon, to shorten you, 
For taking so the head, your whole head’s length. 
Boling. Mistake not, uncle, Anther than you 
should. 

York. Take not, good cousin, Anther than 
you should, 16 

Lest you mistak e the heavens are o’er our heads. 
Boling. I know it, unde; and oppose not my- 
self 

Against their wffl. But who comes here? 


Enter henrt PERCY. 


Welcome, Harry: what, win not this castle 
yield? 20 

S. Percy. The castle royally is maim’d, my 
Sard, 

Against thy entrance. 
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Boling. RoysKyl 
Why, it contains no king? 

H. Percy. Yes, my good lord, 24 

It doth contain a king: King Richard lies 
Within the limits of yon lime and stone; 

And with him are the Lord Aumerie, Lord 
Salisbury, 

Sir Stephen Scroop; besides a clergyman 28 
Of holy reverence; who, I cannot learn. 

North. Ol belike it is the Bishop of Carlisle. 
Boling. [7o north.] Noble lord. 

Go to the rude ribs of that ancient castle, 32 
Through brazen trumpet send the breath of parley 
Into his rain’d ears, and thus deliver: 

Henry Bolingbroke 

On both his knees doth loss King Richard's 
hand, 35 

And sends allegiance and true faith of heart 
To his most royal person; hither come 
Even at his feet to lay my arms and power. 
Provided that my banishment repeal’d, 40 

And lands restor'd again be freely granted 
If not. I’ll use the advantage of my power. 

And lay the summer’s d ust with showers ofblood 
Rain’d from the wounds of slaughter'd Eng¬ 
lishmen: 44 

The which, how far off from the mind of Bol- 
ingbroka 

It is, such crimson tempest should bedrench 
The fresh green lap of fair King Richard’s land. 
My stooping duty tenderly shall show. 48 

Go, signify as much, while here wc march 
Upon the grassy carpet of this plain. 

Let’s march without the noise of threat’ning 
drum, 

That from the castle’s totter'd battlements js 

Our fair appointments may be well perus’d. 
Methinks King Richard and myself should meet 
With no less terror than the elements 
Of fire and water, when their thundering shock 
At meeting tears the cloudy cheeks of heaven. 
Be he the fire, I’ll be the yielding water: 

The rage be his, while on the earth I rain 
My waters; on the earth, and not on him. 60 
March on, andmark KingRichardhowhelooks. 

A Parley sounded, and answered by a Trumpet 
within. Flourish. Enter on the Walls kino 

RICHARD, the BISHOP OF CARLISLE, AUMERLE, 
SCROOP, and SALISBURY. 

B. Percy. See, see, King Richard doth him¬ 
self appear. 

As doth the blushing discontented sun 
From out the fiery portal of the east, 64 
When he perceives the envious clouds are bent 
To dim his glory and to stain the track 
Of his bright passage to the Occident. t 

York. Yet looks he like a king: behold, his 
eye, 68 

As bright as is the eagle’s, lightens forth 
Controlling majesty: alack, alack, for woe. 
That any harm should stain so fair a show! 

A Rich. [To Northumberland.] We are 
amaz'd; and thus long have we stood 7» 
To watch the fearful bending of thy knee. 
Because we thought ourself thy lawful king: 
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And if we be, how dare thy Joints forget 
To pay their awful duty to our pretence? 76 
If we be not, show us the hand of God 
That hath dismiss’d us from our stewardship; 
Far well we know, no hand of blood and bone 
Can gripe the sacred handle of our sceptre. So 
Unless he do profane, steal, or usurp. 

And though you think that au, as you have done. 
Have tom their souls by turning them from us, 
And we are barren and bereft of friends; 84 
Yet know, my master, God omnipotent. 

Is mustering m his clouds on our behalf 
Armies of pestilence; and they shall strike 
Your children yet unborn and unbegot, 88 

That lift your vassal hands against my head 
And threat the glory of my precious crown. 
Tell Bolingbroke,—for yead methinks he is,— 
That every stride he makes upon my land 92 
Is dangerous treason: he is come to open 
The purple testament of bleeding war; 

But ere the crown he looks for live in peace, 
Ten thousand bloody crowns of mothers’ 
sons 96 

Shall ill become the flower of England’s face. 
Change the complexion of her maid-pale peace 
To scarlet indignation, and bedew 
Her pastures’ grass with faithful English blood. 
North. The king of heaven forbid our lord 
the king iot 

Should so with civil and uncivil arms 
Be rush’d upon) Thy thrice-noble cousin, 
Harry Bolingbroke, doth humbly kiss thy hand ; 
And by the honourable tomb he swears, xoj 
That stands upon your royal grandsire’g bones. 
And by the royalties of both your bloods. 
Currents that spring from one most gracious 
head, 108 

And by the buried hand of war-like Gaunt, 
And by the worth and honour of himself,, 
Comprising all that may be sworn or said. 
His coming hither hath no further scope 1:2 
Than for his lineal royalties and to beg 
Enfranchisement immediate on his knees: 
Which on thy royal party granted once. 

His glittering arms he will commend to rust, tiS 
His barbed steeds to stables, and his heart 
To faithful service of your majesty. 

This sweats he, as he is a prince, is lust; 

And, as I am a gentleman, I credit him. >20 
K. Rich. Northumberland, say, thus the king 
returns: 

His noble cousin b right welcome hither; 

And all the number of his fair demands 
Shall be accomplish’d without contradiction: 
With all the gracious utterance thou hast 125 
Speak to his gentle hearing kind commends. 

[NORTHUMBERLAND retires to BOUNOBROKR. 
[To aumkrul] We do debase ourself, cousin, 
do we not. 

To look so poorly and to speak so foir? ns 
Shall we call back Northumberland and send 
Defiance to the traitor, and so die? 

Aum. No, good my lord; let’s fight with 
gentle words. 

Till time lend friends and friends their helpful 
■words. igs 
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K. Rich. OOodlOOod! that e'er thi3 tongue 
of mine. 

That laid the sentence of dread banishment 
On jrond proud man, should take it off again 
With words of sooth. O! that I were as great 
As is my grief, or lesser than my name, 137 

Or that I could forget what I have been, 

Or not remember what I must be now. 
Swell’st thou, proud heart? I’ll give thee scope 
to beat, 140 

Since foes have scope to beat both thee and me. 
Aum. Northumberland comes back from 
Bolingbroke. 

K. Rich. What must the king do now? Must 
he submit? 

The king shall do it: must he be depos’d? 144 
The king shall be contented: must he lose 
The name of king? o’ God’s name, let it go: 
m give my Jewels for a set of beads. 

My gorgeous palace for a hermitage, 

My gay apparel for an almsman's gown. 

My figur’d goblets for a dish of wood, 

My sceptre for a palmer’s walking-staff. 

My subjects for a pair of carved saints. 

And my large kingdom for a little grave, 

A little little grave, an obscure grave; 

Or TO be butted in the king’s highway, 

Some way of common trade, where subjects’ 
feet 

May hourly trample on their sovereign’s head; 
For on my heart they tread now whilst I live; 
And buried once, why not upon my head ? 159 
Aumerle, thou weep’st, my tender-hearted 
cousin 1 

We’ll make foul weather with despised tears; 
Our sighs and they shall lodge the summer com. 
And make a dearth in this revolting land. 

Or shall we play the wantons with our woes, 164 
And make some pretty match with shedding 
tears? 

As thus; to drop them stOl upon one place. 
Till they have fretted ns a pair of graves 
Within the earth; and, there inlaid: ’There lies 
Two kinsmen digg’d their graves with weeping 
eyes.’ 169 

Would not this ill do well? Well, well, I see 
I talk but idly and you laugh at me. 

Most mighty prince, my LoraNorthumberland, 
What says King Bolingbroke? will his majesty 
Give Richard leave to live til) Richard die? 
Yon make a leg, and Bolingbroke says ay. 
North. My lord, in the base court he doth 
attend 176 

To speak with you; may't please you to come 
down? 

K. Rich. Down, down, I come; like glister¬ 
ing Phaethon, 

Wanting the manage of unruly jades. 

In the base court? Base court, where kings 
grow base, 180 

To come at traitors* calls and do them grace. 

In the base court? Come down? Down, court! 
down, king! 

For night-owls shriek where mounting larks 
should sing. [Exeunt from above. 

Boling. What says his majesty? 


North. Sorrow and grief of heart 1(4 
Makes him speak fondly, like a frantic man: 
Yet he is come. 

Enter kino kichaud, and his Attendants. 
Boling. Stand all apart, 

And show fair duty to his majesty. [Kneeling. 
My gracious lord,— 189 

K. Rich. Fair cousin, you debase your 
princely knee 

To make the base earth proud with kissing it: 
Ms rather had my heart might feel your love 193 
Than my unpleas'd eye see your courtesy. 

Up, cousin, up; your heart Is up, I know. 

Thus high at least, although your knee be low. 
Boling. My gracious lord, I come but for 
mine own. 196 

K. Rich. Your own Is yours, and I am yours, 
and all. 

Boling. So far be mine, my most redoubted 
lord. 

As my true service shall deserve your love. 

K. Rich. Well you deserve: they well deserve 
to have 200 

That know the strong’st and surest way to get. 
Uncle, give me your hand: nay, dry your eyes; 
Tears snow their love, but want their remedies. 
Cousin, I am too young to be your father, 204 
Though you are old enough to be my heir. 
What you will have I'll give, and willing too; " 
For do we must what force will have us do. 
Set on towards London. Cousin, is it so? aog 
Boling. Yea, my good lord. 

K. Rich. Then I must not say no. 

[Flourish. Exeunt. 

Scene IV.— Langley. The duke of yoke’s 
Garden. 

Enter the queen and two Ladies. 

Queen. What sport shall we devise here In 
this garden, 

To drive away the heavy thought of care? 
First Lady. Madam, we'll play at bowls. 
Queen. Twill make me think the world is 
full of rubs, 4 

And that my fortune runs against the bias. 

First Lady. Madam, we’ll dance. 

Queen. My legs can keep no measure in de¬ 
light 

When my poor heart no measure keeps in grief: 
Therefore, no dancing, girl; some other sport. 9 
First Lady. Madam, we’ll tell tales. 

Queen. Of sorrow or of joy ? 

First Lady. Of either, msdam. 

Queen. Of neither, girl: 13 

For if of joy, being altogether wanting. 

It doth remember me the more of sorrow; 

Or if of grief, being altogether had. 

It adds more sorrow to my want of joy: xe 
For what I have I need not to repeat. 

And what I want it boots not to complain. 

First Lady. Madam, I’ll sing. 

Queen, Tis well that thou hast cause; 
But thou shouldst please me better wouldsf 
thou weep. 20 
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First Lady. I could weep, madam, would it 
do you good. 

Queen. And 1 could dug would weeping do 
me good. 

And never borrow any tear of thee. 

But May, here come the gardenen: >4 

Let’s step into the shadow of these trees. 

My wretchedness unto a row of pins. 

They’ll talk of state; for every one doth so 
Against a change: woe is forerun with woe. xS 
(queen and Ladies retire. 


Enter a Gardener and two Servants. 

Gard. Go, bind thou up yon dangling apri- 
cocks. 

Which, like unruly children, make their sire 
Stoop with oppression of their prodigal weight; 
Give some supportance to the bending twigs. 33 
Go thou, ana like an executioner. 

Cut off the heads of too fast growing sprays. 
That look too lofty in our commonwealth: 

All must be even in our government. 36 
You thus employ’d, I will go root away 
The noisome weeds, that without profit suck 
The soil’s fertility from wholesome flowers. 
First Serf. Why should we in the compass 
of a pale 40 

Keep law and form and due proportion. 
Showing, as in a model, our firm estate. 

When our sea-walled garden, the whole land. 
Is full of weeds, her fairest flowers chok’d up, 44 
Her fruit-trees all unprun’d, her hedges ruin’d. 
Her knots disorder’d, and her wholesome herbs 
Swarming with caterpillars? 

Gard. Hold thy peace: 

He that hath suffer’d this disorder’d spring 48 
Hath now himself met with the fall of leaf; 
The weeds that his broad-spreading leaves did 
shelter. 

That seem d in eating him to hold him up. 

Are pluck’d up root and all by Bolingbroke; jx 
I mean the Earl of Wiltshire, Bushy, Green. 
First Sent. Whatl are they dead? 

Gard. They are; and Bolingbroke 

Hath seiz'd the wasteful king. Ol what pity 
is it 

That he hath not so trimm’d and dress'd his land 
As we this garden. We at time of year 57 

Do wound the bark, the skin of our fruit-trees. 
Lest, being over-proud with sap and blood. 
With too much riches it confound itself: 60 
Had he done so to great and growing men, 
They might have liv’d to bear and he to taste 
Their fruits of duty: superfluous branches 
We lop away that bearing boughs may live: 64 
Had he done so, himself had borne the crown. 
Which waste of idle hours hath quite thrown 
down. 

First Serr. Whatl think you then the king 
shall be depos’d? 

Gard. Depress’d he is already, and depos’d 
Tis doubt he will be: letters came last night 69 
To a>dear friend of the good Duke of York’s, 
that tell black tidings. 

Queen. Ol I am press’d to death through 
want of speaking. [Coming forward. 


Thou, old Adam’s likeness, set to dress this 

gar dffP, 73 

How dares thy harsh rude tongue sound m» 
unpleasing news? 

What Eve, what serpent, hath suggested thee" 
To make a second fall of cursed man? 76 
Why dost thou say King Richard is depos’d? 
Dar’st thou, thou little better thing than earth. 
Divine his downfall? Say, where, when, ana 
how 

Cam’st thou by these ill tidings? speak, thou 
wretch. So 

Gard. Pardon me, madam: little Joy have I 
To breathe these news, yet what I say is true. 
King Richard, he is in the mighty hold 
Of Bolingbroke; their fortunes both are 
weigh’d: 

In your lord’s scale is nothing but himself, 85 
And some few vanities that make him light; 
But in the balance of great Bolingbroke, 
Besides himself, are all the English peers, 88 
And with that odds he weighs King Richard 
down. 

Post you to London and you’ll find it so; 

I speak no more than every one doth know. 
Queen. Nimble mischance, that art so light 
of foot, 91 

Doth not thy embassage belong to me, 

And am I last that knows it? Ol thou thtak’st 
To serve me last, that I may longest keep 
Thy sorrow in my breast. Come, ladies, go, 96 
To meet at London London’s king in woe. 
Whatl was I bom to this, that my sad look 
Should grace the triumph of great Boling- 
broke? 

Gardener, for telling me these news of woe, too 
Pray God the plants thou gxaft’st may never 
grow. [Exeunt queen and Ladies. 

Gard. Poor queen I so that thy state might 
be no worse, 

I would my sldfl were subject to thy curse. 
Here did she fall a tear; here, in this place, 104 
I’ll set a bank of rue, sour herb of grace: 

Rue, even for ruth, here shortly shall be seen. 
In the remembrance of a weeping queen. 

[Exeunt. 


ACT IV 

Scene L— London. Westminster Ball. 

The Lords spiritual on the right side of the throne: 
the Lords temporal on the left; the Commons 
below. Enter BOLINGBROKE, aumerle, sur¬ 
rey, NORTHUMBERLAND, HENRY PERCY, FTTZ- 
water, another Lord, the BISHOP OP CARLISLE, 

the abbot op Westminster, and Attendants. 
Officers behind with ragot. 

Boling. Call forth BagoL 
Now, Bagot, freely speak thy mind; 

What thou dost know of noble Gloucester’s 
death, 

Who wrought it with the king, and who per¬ 
form’d 4 

The bloody office of his timeless end. 
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Bagot. Then tet before my &ce the Lord 
Aumerle. 

Boling. Cousin, stand forth, and look upon 
that man. 

Bagot. My Lord Aumerle, I know your dar¬ 
ing tongue 8 

Scorns to unsay what once it hath deliver’d. 

In that dead time when Gloucester’s death was 
plotted, 

I heard you say, 'Is not my arm of length, 
That reacheth from the restful English court ra 
As far as Calais, to my uncle’s head?’ 
Amongst much other talk, that very time, 

I heard you say that you had rather refuse 
The offer of a hundred thousand crowns is 
Than Bolingbroke’s return to England; 
Adding withal, how blest this land would be 
In this your cousin’s death. 

Aum. Princes and noble lords. 

What answer shall I make to this base man? so 
Shall I so much dishonour my fair stars. 

On equal terms to give him chastisement? 
Either I must, or have mine honour soil’d 
With the attainder of his slanderous lips, 24 
There is my gage, the manual seal of death. 
That marks thee out for hell: I say thou liest. 
And will maintain what thou hast said is 
false 

In thy heart-blood, though being all too base 28 
To stain the temper of my knightly sword. 
Boling. Bagot, forbear; thou shall not take 
it up. 

Aum. Excepting one, I would he were the 
best 

In 'all this presence that hath mov’d me so. aa 
Fitz. If that thy valour stand on sympathies, 
There is my gage, Aumerle, in gage to thine: 
By that fair sun which shows me where thou 
stand’st, 

I heard thee say, and vauntingly thou spak’st it. 
That thou wert cause of coble Gloucester’s 
death. 37 

If thou deny*st it twenty times, thou best; 

And I will turn thy falsehood to thy heart, 
Where It was forged, with my rapiers point 40 
Aum. Thou dar’st not, coward, Uve to see 
that day. 

Fitz. Now, by my soul, I would It were this 
hour. 

Aum. Fiizwater, thou art damn'd to hell for 
this. 

H. Percy. Aumerle, thou best; his honour is 
as true 44 

In this appeal as thou art all unjust; 

And that thou art so, there I throw my gage. 
To prove it on thee to the extremes! point 
Of mortal breathing: seize it if thou dar’st. 48 
Aum. And if I do not may my hands rot off 
And never brandish more revengeful steel 
Over the glittering helmet of my foe! 

Lord. 1 task the earth to the like, forsworn 
Aumerle; ja 

And spur thee on with f\ill as many lies 
As may be holla'd in thy treacherous ear 
From sun to sun: there Is my honour’s pawn; 
Engage it to the trial if thou darist. j 6 


Aum. Who set* me else? by heaven, I'D throw 
at all: 

I have a thousand spirits in one breast. 

To answer twenty thousand such as you. 
Surrey. My Lord Fitzwater, I do remember 
web fio 

The very time Aumerle and you did talk. 

Fitz. Tis very true: you were in presence 
then; 

And you can witness with me this is true. 
Surrey. As false, by heaven, as heaven itself 
is true. 64 

Fitz. Surrey, thou best. 

Surrey. Dishonourable boyl 

That be shall be so heavy on my sword 
That it shall render vengeance and revenge. 
Till thou the lie-giver and that be do be 68 

In earth as quiet as thy father's skull. 

In proof whereof, there is my honour’s pawn: 
Engage it to the trial if thou dar’st. 

Fitz. How fondly dost thou spur a forward 
horsel 7a 

If I dare eat, or drink, or breathe, or bve, 

I dare meet Surrey in a wilderness. 

And spit upon him, whilst I say he lips, 

And lies, and lies: there is my bond df faith 76 
To tie thee to my strong correction. 

As I intend to thrive in this new world, 
Aumerle is guilty of my true appeal: 

Besides, I heard the banish’d Norfolk say - 80 
That thou, Aumerle, didst send two of thy men 
To execute the noble duke at Calais. 

Aum. Some honest Christian trust me with 
a gage. 

That Norfolk bes, here do I throw down this, 84 
If he may be repeal’d to try his honour. 

Boling. These differences shab ail rest under 
gage 

Tib Norfolk be repeal’d: repeal’d he shab be, 
And though mine enemy, restor’d again 83 
To ab his lands and signories; when he’s re¬ 
turn’d. 

Against Aumerle we wib enforce his trial. 

Car. Thathonourablcdayshabne'erbeseen. 
Many a time bath banish’d Norfolk fought 92 
For Jesu Christ In glorious Christian field. 
Streaming the ensign of the Christian cron 
Against black pagans, Turks, and Saracens; 
And toil’d with works of war, retir'd himself 96 
To Italy; and there at Venice gave 
His body to that pleasant country’s earth, 

And his pure soul unto his captain Christ, 
Under whose colours he had fought so long, too 
Boling. Why. bishop, is Norfolk dead? 

Car. As surely as I Uve, my lord. 

Boling. Sweet peace conduct his sweet soul 
to the bosom 

Of good old Abraham 1 Lords appellants, 104 
Your differences shab ab rest under gage 
Tbl we assign you to your days of triaL 

Enter YORK, attended. 

York. Great Duke of Lancaster, I come to 
thee 

From plume-pluck’d Richard; who with wib- 
tag soul tog 
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Adopts thee heir, and his high sceptre yields Wherewith I reign’d? I hardly yet hare team'd 

To the possession of thy royal hand. To insimsateJflatter, bow, and bend my limb*: 

Ascend his throne, descending now from him; Give sorrow leave awhile to tutor me 
And long live Henry, of that name the fourth! To this submission. Yet I well remember 
Boling. In God's name, I’ll ascend the regal The favours of these men; were they not 
throne. 113 mine? iss 

Car. Marry, God forbid 1 Did they not sometime cry, ‘All had!’ to me? 


Worst in this royal presence may I speak, 

Yet best beseeming me to speak the truth, tie 
Would God that any in this noble presence 
Were enough noble to be upright judge 
Of noble Richard! then, true noblesse would 
Leam him forbearance from so foul a wrong ■ 120 
What subject can give sentence on his king? 
And who sits here Quit is not Richard’s subject? 
Thieves are not judg’d but they are by to hear. 
Although apparent guilt be seen in them; 114 
And shall the figure of God's majesty. 

His captain, steward, deputy elect. 

Anointed, crowned, planted many years, 

Be judg'd by subject and inferior breath, taB 
And he himself not present? O! forfend it, God, 
That in a Christian climate souls refin’d 
Should show so heinous, black, obscene a deed. 
I speak to subjects, and a subject speaks, 13a 


So Judas did to Christ; but he, in twelve. 
Found truth in all but one; I, in twelve thou* 
sand, none. 

God save the king! Will no man say, amen? 17a 
Am I both priest and clerk? well then, amen. 
God save the king! although I be not he; 
And yet, amen, if heaven do think him me. 
To do what service am I sent for hither? 27* 
York. To do that office of thine own good 
win 

Which tired majesty did make thee offer, 

The resignation of thy state and crown 
To Henry Bolingbroke. 180 

K. Rich. Give me the crown. Here, cousin, 
seize the crown; 

Here cousin. 

On this side my hand and on that elite thine. 


. ....... _ Now is this golden crown like a deep well 184 

Sdrr*d up by God thus boldly for his king. That owes two buckets filling one another; 
My Lord of Hereford here, whom you call king, The emptier ever dancing in the air. 

Is a foul traitor to proud Hereford’s king; The other down, unseen and full of water: 
And if you crown him, let me prophesy, 136 That bucket down and ihll of tears am I, tSS 
The blood of English shall manure the ground Drinking my griefs, whilst you mount up on 
And future ages groan for this foul act: 


Peace shall go sleep with Turks and 
And in this teat of peace tumultuous wars 140 
Shall kin with Idn and kind with kind confound; 
Disorder, horror, tear and mutiny 
Shall here inhabit, and this land be call’d 
The field of Golgotha and dead men’s skulls. 144 
O! if you rear mis house against this house. 

It will the woefullest division prove 
That ever fell upon this cursed earth. 

Prevent it. resist it, let it not be so, 148 

Lest child, child’s children, cry against you 
‘woe!’ 


high. 

Bourn 


ting. I thought you had been willing to 
resign. 

K.Rich. My crown, I am; but still my grieA 
are mine. 

You may my glories and my state depose, its 
But not my griefs: still am I king of those. 

Boling. Part of your cares you give me with 
your crown. 

K. Rich. Your cares set up do not pluck my 
cares down. 

My care is loss of care, by old care done; >98 
Your care is gain of care, by new care won. 


"wt aviu v<uv ka muu ui muc. uj utn uuc wuu. 

North. Well have you argu’d, sir; and, for The cares I give I have, though given away; 


your pains, 

Of capital treason we arrest you here. 

My Lord of Westminster, be it your charge 
To keep him safely till his day of trial. 

May it please you, lords, to grant the commons* 
suit? 


tjs 


They tend the crown, yet still vrith me they stay. 
Boling. Are you contented to resign the 
crown? aoo 

ICRich. Ay, no; no, ay; for I must nothing 

Therefore no no, for I resign to thee. 

Boling. Fetch hither Richard, that in cam* Now mark me how I will undo myself; 
mon view I give this heavy weight from off my head, 204 

He may surrender; so we shall proceed U6 And this unwieldy sceptre from my hand. 
Without suspicion. The pride of kingly sway from out my heart; 

York. I will be his conduct. [Exit. With mine own tears I wash away my balm, 

Boling. Lords, you that here are under our With mine own hands I give away my crown, 208 
arrest, With mine own tongue deny my sacred state, 

Procure your sureties for your days of answer. With mine own bream release all duteous rites: 
[To Carlisle.] Little are we beholding to your All pomp and majea.y I do forswear; 


love, 


160 My manors, rents, revenues, I forego; 212 


VW, -eve. V UlOUV Ig, tVUM, iOTCUUCa, A 

And little look’d fat at your helping hands. My acts, decrees, and statutes I deny: 

2.»m. “twa ** "*■»■«»•> *<» — 

Before I have shook off the regal thoughts And thou with all pleas'd, that hast all achiev’d! 
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Lone mayst then live in Richard’* seat to sit. 
And soon Be Richard in an earthy pit! 

God save King Henry, unking'd Richard says. 
And send him many yean of sunshine days! 121 
What more remains? 

North. [Offering a paper.I No more, but that 
you read 

These accusations and these grievous crimes 
Committed by your person and your follower* 
Against the state and profit of this land; 125 
That, by confessing them, the souls of men 
May deem that you axe worthily depos'd. 

K. Rich. Must I do so? and must! ravel out 
My weav'd-up follies? Gentle Northumberland, 
If thy offences were upon record. 

Would it not shame thae in so fair s troop 
To read a lecture of them? If thou wouldst, 13* 
T here shou ldst thou find one^heinous article. 

And rackmg the rtrongwarrant of an oath. 
Mark’d with a blot, damn’d in the book of 
heaven. 23 t 

Nay, all of you that stand and look upon me. 
Whilst that my wretchedness doth bait myself. 
Though some of you with Pilate wash yarn 
hand s. 

Showing an outward pity; yet you PCates 240 
Have hem deliver’d me to my sour cross. 

And water cannot wash away your sin. 

North, My lord, dispatch; read o’er these 
articles. 

K. Rich. Mine eyes arc fhllofteats, I cannot 
see; 344 

And yet salt water blinds them not so much 
But they can see a sort of traitors here. 

Nay, If I turn mine eyes upon myself, 

I find myself a traitor with the rest; 

For I have given here my soul’s consent 
To undeck the pompous body cf a king; 
Made glory base and sovereignty a slave. 
Proud majesty a subject, state a peasant. 
North. My lord,— 

K. Rich. No lord of thine, thou liaught in- 
uniting man. 

Nor no man’s lord; I have no name, no title 
N o, not that name was given me at the font, 

But ’tis usurp’d: alack the heavy day) 

That I have worn so many winters out. 

And know not now what name to call myself. 
01 that I were a mockery king of snow, 260 
Standing before the sun of Bolingbroke, 

To melt myself away in water-drops. 

Good king, great king,—and yet not greatly 
good. 

An If my word be sterling yet In England, 264 
Let it command a mirror hither straight. 

That it may show me what a face I have, 

Since it Is bankrupt of his majesty. 

Boling. Go some of you and letch a looking- 
glass. [Exit an Attendant. 

North. Read o’er this paper while the glass 
doth come. 1*9 

K. Rich. Fiend! thou tonnent’st me cm I 
come to hdL 

Boling. Une it no more, my Lord Nerds' 
ambesimcL 
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North. The commons wifi not then be satis¬ 
fied. 272 

K. Rich. They shall be satisfied; IH read 
enough 

When I do tee the very book indeed 
Where all my sins are writ, and that ’e myself. 

Re-enter Attendant, with a glass. 
Give me the glass, and therein will I read. 276 
No deeper wrinkles yet? Hath sorrow struck 
So many blows upon this face of mine 
Ami made no deeper wounds? O, flattering 
glass! 

Like to my followers in prosperity, 280 
Thou dost beguile me. Was this face the face 
That every day trader Ms household roof 
Bid keep tec thousand mm? Was this the face 
That like the sun did make beholders wink ? 284 
Was this the face that fac'd so many follies. 
And was at last out-fic’d by Bolingbroke? 

A brittle gicry shineth in this face: 

As brittle as the glory it die face; 288 

5 Dashes the glass against the ground. 
it is, crack’d in a hundred shivers. 
Mark, silent king, the moral of this sport. 
How soon my sorrow hath destroy’d my face. 
Boling. The shadow of your sorrow bath 
destroy’d 292 

The shadow of your face. 

K. Rich. Say that again. 

The shadow of my sorrow! Ha! let’s see: 

Tis very true, my grief Ike all within; 

And these external manners of laments 29* 

Are merely shadows to the unseen grief 
That swells with silence in the tortur’d soul; 
There lies the substance: andl thank thee, king. 
For thy great bounty, that not only giv’st 300 
Me cause to wail, but tcachest me the way 
How to lament the cause. IH beg one boon. 
And then be gone and double you no more. 
Shall I obtain it? 

Boling. Name it, fiUr cousin. 304 

K. Rich. ‘Fair cousin! I km greater than 
a king; 

For when I was a king, my flatterers 
Were then but subjects; being now a subject, 

I have a king here to my flatterer. 308 

Being so great, I have no need to beg. 

Boling. Yet ask. 

JT. Rich. And shall I have? 

Boling. You Shalt jn 

K. Rich. Then give me leave to go. 

Boling. Whither? 

K. Rich. Whither you will, 10 I were from 
your sights. 

Boling. Go, some of you convey him to the 
Tower. 31* 

K. Rich. O, good! convey? conveyers are 

yon alt 

That rise thus nimbly by a true king’s fall. 

_ I Exeunt dno bichakd and Guard. 

Boung. On Wednesday next we solemnly set 
down 

Our carnation: lords, prepare yourselves. 320 
[Exeunt all except the amor or cabusu, the 
Asaor op wnruNsna, and xtnoau. 



■ana i) 


403 


RICHARD n 


Abbot, a woeftil pageant have we ben 

hfAulfl 

Bishop. The woe ’s to come; the children yet 
unborn 

Shall fee) this day as afaarp to them a* thorn. 

Aum. You holy clergymen, la there no plot 
Torid the realm of thispernicious blot? uj 

Abbot. My lord. 

Before I freely speak my mind herein. 

You shall not only take the sacrament $aS 
To bury mine intents, but also to effect 
Whatever I shall happen to devise. 

I see your brows are full of discontent. 

Your hearts of sorrow, and your eyes of tears: 
Come home with me to supper; I will lay 333 
A plot shall show us all a merty day. [£jceunt. 


ACT V 

Scene I.— London. A Street leading to die 
Tower. 

Enter the QUEEN and LADIES. 

Queen. This way the king will come; this is 
the way 

To Julius Cesar's Hi-erected tower. 

To whose flint bosom my condemned lord 
Is doom’d a prisoner by proud Boiingbroke. 4 
Here let us rest, if this rebellious earth 
Have any resting for her true king's queen. 

Enter KBiO suchabd and Guard. 

But soft, but see, or rather do not see. 

My fair rose winter: yet look up, behold, s 
That you in pity may dissolve to dew, 

And wash him fresh again with true-love tears. 
Ah! thott, the model where old Troy did stand. 
Thou map of honour, thou King Richard's 
tomb, is 

And not King Richard; thou most beauteous 

hin 

Why should hard-favour’d grief be lodg’d in 
thee. 

When triumph is become an alehouse guest? 
K. Rich. Join not with grief, fair woman, do 
not so, 16 

To make my end too sudden: learn, good soul. 
To think our former state a happy dream; 
From which awak’d, the truth of what we are 
Shows us but this. Iam sworn brother, sweet, 
To grim Necessity, and he and I si 

Wfllkeep a league till death. Hie thee to France, 
And cloister thee in some religious house: 
Our holy lives must win a new world’s crown, 34 
Which our profane hours here have stricken 
down. 

Queen. What I is my Richard both In shape 
_ and mind 

Transform d and weaken’d I Hath Boiingbroke 
_ depos’d 

Thine intellect? hath he been in thy heart? as 
The Bon dying thmsteth forth his paw 
And wounds tne earth, if nothing else, with rage 
To be o’etpo wer’ d; and wilt thou, pupil-like. 
Take thy correction mfldly, kiss the rod, 3s 


And fawn on rage with base humility. 

Which art a lion and a king of beasts? 

K. Rich. A king of beasts indeed; if aught 
but beasts, 

I had been still a happy king of men. 36 
Good sometime queen, prepare thee hence for 
France, 

Think I am dead, and that even here thou tak'st. 
As from my death-bed, my last living leave. 

In winter’s tedious nights sit by the fire 40 
With good old folks, and let them tell thee tales 
Of woeful ages, long ago betid; 

And ere thou bid good night, to quit their grief, 
Tell thou the lamentable tale of me, 44 

And send the hearers weeping to their beds: 
For why the senseless brands will sympathize 
The heavy accent of thy moving tongue. 

And in compassion weep the fire out; 43 
And some will mourn in ashes, some coal-black. 
For the deposing of a rightful king. 

Enter nokthumbebland, attended. 
North. My lord, the mind of Boiingbroke is 
chang'd; 

You must to Pomfret, not unto the Tower. 31 
And, madam, there is order ta’en for you; 
With all swift speed you must away to France. 
K. Rich. Northumberland, thou ladder 
wherewithal 

The mounting Boiingbroke ascends my throne, 
The time shall not be many hours of age 57 
More than it is, ere foul sin gathering head 
Shall break into corruption. Thou shall think, 
Though he divide the realm and give thee half. 
It is too little, helping him to all; 61 

And he shall think mat thou, which know’st 
the way 

To plant unrightfiil kings, wilt know again, 
Being ne’er so little urg'd, another way 64 
To pluck him headlong from the usurped throne. 
The love of wicked mends converts to fear; 
That fear to hate, and hate turns one or both 
To worthy danger and deserved death. 68 
North. My guilt be on my head, and there 
aa end. 

Take leave and part; for you must part forth¬ 
with. 

K. Rich. Doubly divorc'd! Bad men, ye 
violate 

A two-fold marriage; ‘twixt my crown and me. 
And then, betwixt me and my married with. 73 
Let me unkiss the oath ’twixt thee and tne; 

And yet not so, for with a kiss 'twas made. 

Part us, Northumberland: I towards the north. 
Where shivering cold and sickness pines the 
dime; 77 

My wife to Fiance: from whence, set forth in 
pomp, 

She came adorned hither like sweet May, 

Sait bade like Hallowmas or short’st of day. So 
Queen. And must we be divided? must we 
part? 

if. Rich. Ay, hand from hand, my love, and 
heart from heart. 

Queen. Banish us both and send the king 
with me. 
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North. That were warn love bat little po¬ 
licy. 84 

Queen. Then whither he goes, thither let me 

£°Rich. So two, together weeping, make 
one woe. 

Weep thou for me in France, I for thee here; 
Better far off. than near, be ne'er the near. 88 
Go, count thy way with sighs, I mine with 


Jueen. 
moans. 

K. Rich. Twice for one step I’ll groan, the 
way being short. 

And piece the way out with a heavy heart 92 

Come, come, in wooing sorrow let s be brief 

Since, wedding it there is such length in grief. 

One kiss shall stop our mouths, and dumbly 
part; 

Thus give I mine, and thus take I thy heart. 96 

[They kiss. 

Queen. Give me mine own again; 'twere no 
good part 

To take on me to keep and kill thy heart. 

[They kiss again. 

So, now I have mine own again, be gone, 

Tost I may strive to kill it with a groan. 100 

K. Rich. We make woe wanton with this 
fond delay: 

Once more, adieu; the rest let sorrow say. 

[Exeunt. 


Scene H. —The Same. A Room in the DUKE OF 
venue's Palace. 

Enter YORK and his duchess. 

Duck. My lord, you told me you would tell 
the rest. 

When weeping made you break the story off. 
Of our two cousins coming into London. 
York. Where did 1 leave? 

Duck. At that sad stop, my lord, 4 

Where rude misgovern’d hands, from windows’ 
tops, 

Threw dust and rubbish on King Richard's head. 
York. Then, as I said, the duke, great Bol- 
ingbroke, 

Mourned upon a hot and fiety steed, s 
Which Ms aspiring rider seem d to know, 

With slow but stately pace kept on his course. 
While all tongues cried, * God save thee, Boling- 
broke!’ 

You would have thought the very windows 
spake, m 

So many greedy looks of young and old 
Through casements darted their desiring eyes 
Upon his visage, and that all the walls 
With painted imagery had said at once 16 
' Jesu preserve thee! welcome Bolinghrokel’ 
Whilst he. from one side to the other turning. 
Bare-headed, lower than his proud steed’s neck, 
Bespake them thus, 'I thank you, countrymen:' 
And thus stDl doing, thus he pass’d along. » 
Duch. Alack, poor Richard! where rode he 
the whilst? 

York. As in a theatre, the eyes of men. 


After a weB-grac’d actor leaves the stage, 24 
Are idly bent on him that enters next. 
Thinking his prattle to be tedious; 

Even so, or with much more contempt, men's 
eyes 

Did scowl on Richard: no man cried,‘God save 
him;' a8 

No joyful tongue gave him his welcome home; 
But dust was thrown upon his sacred head. 
Which with such gentle sorrow he shook off. 
His face still combating with tears and smiles, 3a 
The badges of his grief and patience, 

That had not God, for some strong purpose; 
steel’d 

The hearts of men, they must perforce have 
melted. 

And barbarism itself have pitied him. 36 
But heaven hath a hand in these events. 

To whose high will we bound our calm contents. 
To Bolingbroke are we sworn subjects now, 
Whose state and honour I for aye allow. 4° 
Duch. Here comes my son Aumerle. 

York. Aumerle that w&s; 

But that is lost for being Richard’s friend. 

And, madam, you must call Mm Rutland 
now. 

I am in parliament pledge for his truth 44 
And lasting fealty to the new-made king. 

Enter AUMERLE. 

Duch. Welcome, my son: who are the violets 
now 

That strew the green lap of the new come spring ? 
Aum. Madam, I know not, nor I greatly 
cate not: 4 » 

God knows I had as lief be none as one. 

York. Well, bear you well in this new spring 
of time. 

Lest you be cropp’d before you come to prime. 
What news from Oxford? hold those justs and 
triumphs? ss 

Aum. For aught I know, my lord, they do. 
York. You wdl be there, I know. 

Aum. If God prevent it not, I purpose so. 
York. What seal is that that hangs without 
thy bosom? ]S 

Yea, look’st thou pale? le' me see the writing. 
Aum. My lord, tis nothing. 

York. No matter men, who sees it: 

I will be satisfied; let me see the writing. 

Aum. I do beseech your Grace to pardon 
me: <0 

It is a matter of small consequence. 

Which for gome reasons I would not have seen. 
York. Which for some reasons, sir, I mean 
to see. 

I fear, I fear,— 

Duch. What should you fear? 64 

Tis nothing but some bond he’s enter'd into 
For gay apparel 'gainst the triumph day. 
York. Bound to himself! what doth he with 
a bond 

That he is bound to? Wife, thou art a fool. <8 
Boy, let me see the writing. 

Aum. I do beseech you, pardon me; I may 
not show it, 



in] 405 

York. I will be satisfied; let me see it, I say. Scene m. 
[Snatches it, ana reads. 

Treason! foul treason! villain! traitor! slave! 73 
Duch. What is the matter, my lord? 

York. Ho! who is within there? 

Enter a Servant. 

Saddle my horse. 

God for his mercy! what treachery is here! 

Duck. Why, what is it, my lord ? 76 

York. Give me my boots, I say; saddle my 
horse. 

Now, by mine honour, by my life, my troth, 

I will appeach the villain. [Exit Servant. 

Duch. What s the matter? 

York. Peace, foolish woman. so 

Duch. I will not peace. What is the matter, 

Aumerle? 

Aum. Good mother, be content; it is no more 
Than my poor life must answer. 

Duch. Thy life answer! 

York. Brins me my boots: I will unto the 
king. 84 

Re-enter Servant with boots. 

Duch. Strike him, Aumerle. Poor boy, thou 
art amaz’d. 

f 7 o Servant] Hence, villain! never more come 
in my sight [Exit Servant 

York. Give me my boots, 1 say. 

Duch. Why, York, what wilt thou do? 88 
Wilt thou not hide the trespass of thine own? 

Have we more sons, or are we like to have? 

Is not my teeming date drunk up with time? 

And wilt thou pluck my fair son from mine age, 

And rob me of a happy mother’s name? 93 
Is he not like thee? is he not thine own? 

York. Thou fond, mad woman, 

Wilt thou conceal tins dark conspiracy? 9« 

A dozen of them here have ta'en the sacrament. 

And interchangeably set down their hands. 

To kill foe king at Oxford. 

Duch. He shall be none: ^ 

Weil keep him here: then, what is that to him? 

York. Away, fond woman! were he twenty 
times rot 


Mj^son, I would ap 


_1 him. 

_ tadst thou groan’d for him 

As I have done, thou’dst be more pitiful. 

But now I know thy mind: thou dost suspect 
That I have been disloyal to thy bed, 105 
And that he is a bastard, not thy son: 

Sweet York, sweet husband, be not ofthat mind: 
He is as like thee as a man may be, 108 
Not like to me, nor any of my kin, 

And yet I love him. 

York. Make way, unruly woman! [Exit. 
Duch. Alter, Aumerle! Mount thee upon his 
horse; 

Spur post, and get before him to the king, na 
And beg thy pardon ere he do accuse thee. 

IH not be long behind; though I be old, 

I doubt not but to ride as fast as York: 


RICHARD H 

-Windsor. A Room in the Castle. 

Enter boungbroke as King: HENUY PDtCY, 
and other Lords. 

Boling. Can no man tell of my unthrifty son? 
*Tis foil three months since I did see him ust. 

If any plague hang over us, ‘tis he. 

I would to God, my lords, he might be found: 
Inquire at London, ’mongst the taverns there, 
For there, they say, he daily doth frequent. 
With unrestrained loose companions. 

Even such, they say, as stand In narrow lanes 8 
And beat our watch and rob our passengers; 
While he, young wanton and effeminate t-'. 
Takes on the point of honour to support 
So dissolute a crew. ia 

H. Percy. My lord, some two days since I 
saw the prince. 

And told him of these triumphs held at Oxford. 
Boling. And what said the gallant? 

H. Percy. His answer was: he would unto 
the stews, 16 

And from the common’st creature pluck a glove. 
And wear it as a favour; and with that 
He would unhorse the lustiest challenger. 

Boling. As dissolute as desperate; vet, through 
. both, ao 

I see some sparkles of a better hope, 

Which elder days may happily bring forth. 
But who comes here? 

Enter AUMERLE. 

Aum. Where is the king? 

Boling. What means 

Our cousin, that he stares and looks so wildly? 
Aum. God save your Grace! I do beseech 
your majesty, 35 

To have some conference with your Grace 
alone. 

Boling. Withdraw yourselves, and leave us 
here alone. [Exeunt h. Percy and Lords. 
What is the matter with our cousin now? 
Aum. [Kneels.] For ever may my knees grow 
to the earth, 39 

My tongue cleave to my roof within my mouth. 
Unless a pardon ere I rise or speak. 

Boling. Intended or committed was this fholt? 
If on the first, how heinous e’er it be, 33 

To win foy after-love I pardon thee. 

Aum. Then give me leave that I may turn 
the key. 

That no man enter till my tale be done. 36 
Boling. Have thy desire. 

[aumerle locks the door. 
York. [Within.] My liege, beware! look to 

Thou hast'a traitor in thy presence there. 39 
Boling. [Drawing. ] Villain, I’ll make thee safe. 
Aum. Stay thy revengeful hand; thou bast 
no cause to fear. 

York. [Within.] Open foe door, secure, fool¬ 
hardy king: 

Shall I for love speak treason to foy face? 


And never will I rise up from foe ground 116 Open the door, or I will break it open. 44 
HU BoUngbroke have pardon'd thee. Away I [boungbroke unlocks the door: and 

be gone, [Exeunt. afterward* relock* U. 
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Enter YORK. 

Boling. What is the matter, uncle? speak; 
Recover breath; tell us how near is danger, 
That we may arm us to encounter it. 

York. Peruse this writing here, and thou 
shalt know 48 

The treason that my haste forbids me show. 
Aum. Remember, as thou read’st, thy pro¬ 
mise pass’d: 

1 do repent me; read not my name there; si 
My heart is not confederate with my hand. 
York. Twas, villain, ere thy hand did set it 
down. 

I tore it from the traitor’s bosom, king; 

Fear, and not love, begets his penitence. 
Forget to pity him, lest thy pity prove 56 
A serpent that will sting thee to the heart. 
Boling. O heinous, strong, and bold con¬ 
spiracy! 

O loyal father of a treacherous son! 59 

Thou sheer, immaculate, and silver fountain, 
From whence this stream through muddy pas¬ 
sages 

Hath held his current and defil’d himself! 

Thy overflow of good converts to bad. 

And thy abundant goodness shall excuse 64 
This deadly blot in thy digressing son. 

York. So shall my virtue be his vice's bawd. 
And he shall spend mine honour with his shame. 
As thriftless sons their scraping fathers* gold. 
Mine honour lives when tus dishonour dies. 

Or my sham’d life in his dishonour lies: 70 
Thou kill’st me in his life; giving him breath. 
The traitor lives, the true man s put to death. 
Duck. [Within.] What ho, my liege! for God’s 
sake let me in. 

Boling. What shrill-voic’d suppliant makes 
this eager cry? 

Duch. [Within.] A woman, and thine aunt, 
great king; ’tis I. 

Speak with me, pity me, open the door: 16 

A beggar begs, that never begg’d before. 
Boling. Our scene is alter’d from a serious 
thing. 

And now chang’d to ‘ The Beggar and the King.’ 
My dangerous cousin, let your mother in: so 
I know she’s come to pray for your foul sin. 

[aumerle unlocks the door. 
York. If thou do pardon, whosoever pray. 
More sins, for this forgiveness, prosper may. 
This fester'd Joint cut off, the rest rests sound; 
This, let alone, will all the rest confound. 85 

Enter DUCHESS. 

Duch. O king! believe not this hard-hearted 
man: 

Love, loving not itself, none other can. 

York. Thou frantic woman, what dost thou 
make here? 88 

Shall thy old dues once more a traitor rear? 
Duch. Sweet York, be patient. [Kneels. 

Hear me, gentle liege. 
Baling. Rise up, good aunt. 

Duch. Not yet, I thee beseech. 

For ever will I walk upon my knees, 92 
And never tee day that the happy sees. 


TUI thou givejoy; until thou bid me joy, 

By pardoning Rutland, my transgressing boy. 95 
Aum. Unto my mother’s prayers 1 bend my 
knee. [Kneels. 

York. Against them both my true joints 
bended be. { Kneels. 

Ill mayst thou thrive if thou grant any grace! 
Duch. Pleads he in earnest? look upon his 
face; 99 

His eyes do drop no tears, his prayers are in jest; 
His words come from bis mouth, ours from our 
breast: 

He prays but faintly and would be denied; 
We pray with heart and soul and all beside: 

His weary joints would gladly rise, I know; 
Our knees shall kneel tul to the ground they 
grow: jos 

His prayers are full of false hypocrisy; 

Ours of true zeal and deep integrity. 

Our prayers do out-pray bis; then let them 
have 108 

That mercy which true prayer ought to have. 
Boling. Good aunt, stand up. 

Duch. Nay, do not say ‘stand up;’ 

But ‘pardon’ first, and afterwards ‘stand up.’ 
An if I were thy nurse, thy tongue to teach, s 12 
‘ Pardon ’ should be the first word of thy speech. 
I never long’d to hear a word fill now; 
Say'pardon,’king;letpity teach thee bow: 

The word is short, but not so short as sweet; 
No word like ‘pardon,’ for kings’ mouths so 
meet. m 

York. Speak it in French, king; say, 'par- 
donnez moy.' 

Duch. Dost thou teach pardon pardon to 
destroy? 119 

Ah! my sour husband, my hard-hearted lord, 
That sett’st the word itself against the word. 
Speak 'pardon* as 'tis current in our land; 
The chopping French we do not understand. 
Thine eye begins to speak, set thy tongue there. 
Or in thy piteous heart punt thou thine ear, 
That hearing how our plaints and prayers do 
pierce, 126 

Pint may move thee pardon to rehearse. 
Boling. Good aunt, stand up. 

Duch. I do not sue to stand; 

Pardon is all the suit I have in hand. 

Boling. I pardon him, as God shall pardon 
me. >30 

Duch. O happy vantage of a kneeling kneel 
Yet am I sick for fear: speak it again; 

Twice saying ‘pardon’ doth not pardon twain. 
But makes one pardon strong. 

Boling. With all my heart 

I pardon him. 

Duch. A god on earth thou art. 
Boling. But for our trusty brother-in-law and 
the abbot, > 3 * 

With all the rest of that consorted crew, 
Destruction straight shall dog them at the heels. 
Good uncle, help to order several powers 
To Oxford, or where’er these traitors are: 
They shall not live within this world, I swear, 
But I will have them, if I once know where. 
Uncle, fiuewell: and cousin too, adieu: 
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Your mother well hath pray’d, and prove you 
true. 144 

Duck. Come, my oldaon: I pray God make 
thee new. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV.— Another Hoorn in the Castle. 

Enter exton and a Servant. 

Exton. Didst thou not mark the king, what 
words he spake? 

■ Ha ve I no friend wiO rid me of this living fear ? ’ 
Was it not so? 

Serv. Those were his very words. 
Exton. ‘Have I no friend?’ quoth he: he 
spake it twice, 4 

And urg’d it twice together, did he not? 

Serv. He did. 

Exton. And speaking it, be wistly looked on 
me. 

As who should say, T would thou wert the man 
That would divorce this terror from iny heart;’ 
Meaning the king at Pomfret. Come, let's go: 
1 am the king’s friend, and will rid his foe. 

I Exeunt. 

SCENE V. Pom/ret. The Dungeon of the 
Castle. 

Enter kino kicuaiid. 

K. Rich. I have been studying how I may 
compare 

This prison where I live unto the world: 

And for because the world is populous, 

And here is not a creature but myself, 4 
1 cannot do it; yet I'll hammer It out. 

My brain I’ll prove the female to my soul; 

My soul the father: and these two beget 
A generation of still-breeding thoughts, * 
And these same thoughts people this little world 
In humours like the people of this world. 

For no thought is contented. The better sort, 
As thoughts of things divine, are intermix'd 11 
With scruples, and do set the word itself 
Against the word; 

As thus, ‘Come, little ones:’ and then again, 

‘It is as hard to come as for a camel 16 
To thread the postern of a needle’s eye.’ 
thoughts tending to ambition, they do plot 
Unlikely wonders; how these vain weak nails 
May tear a passage through the flinty ribs 20 
Of this hard world, my ragged prison walls; 
And, for they cannot, die in their own pride. 
Thoughts tending to content flatter themselves 
That they are not the Snt of fortune's slaves, 24 
Nor shall not be the last; like silly beggars 
who sitting in the stocks refuge their shame. 
That many have and others must sit them: 
And in this thought they And a kind of ea se, as 
Bearing their own misfortune on the bade 
Of such as have before endur’d the like, 
plus play I in one person many peopta, 

And none contented; sometimes am I king; 32 
Then treason makes me wish myself a beggar. 
And so I am: then crushing penury 
Persuades me I was better when a king; 

Then am I king’d again; and by and by 36 


Think that I am unking’d by Bolingbroke, 

And straight am nothing; but whate’er 1 be. 
Nor I nor any man that but nun is 
With nothing shall be pleas’d, till he be eas’d 40 
With being nothing. Music do I hear ? [Music. 
Ha, ha I keep time. How sour sweet music is 
When time fa brake and no proportion kept I 
So is it in the music of men’s lives. 44 

And here have I the daintiness of ear 
To check time broke in a disorder’d string; 
But for the concord of my state and time 
Had not an ear to hear my true time broke. 4* 
1 wasted time, and now doth time waste me; 
For now hath time made me his number tag 
clock; 

My thoughts are minutes, and with sighs they iar 
Their watches on unto mine eyes, the outward 
watch, sa 

Whereto my finger, like a dial’s point, 

Is pointing still, in cleansing them from tears. 
Now dr, the sound that tells what hour it is 
Are clamorous groans, tha t strike upon my heart 
Which is the beU: so sighs and tears and groans 
Show minutes, times, and hours; but my time 
Runs posting on in Bolingbroke’s proud Joy, 
While I stand fooling here, his lack o’ the clock. 
This music mads ms; let it sound no more; *1 
For though it have holp madmen to their wits, 
In me it seems it will make wise men mad. 

Yet blessing on his heart that gives it met 44 
For ’tia a sign of love, and love to Richard 
Is a strange brooch in this all-hating world. 


Enter Groom of the Stable. 

Groom. Hail, royal prince! 

K. Rich. Thanks, noble peer; 

The cheapest of ns is ten groats too dear. 48 
What art thou? and how contest thou hither, 
man, 

Where no man never comes but that sad dog 
That brings me food to make misfortune live? 

Groom. I was a poor groom of thy stable, king, 
When thou wert king; who, travelling towards 
York, 73 

With much ado at length have gotten leave 
To look upon my sometimes royal master’s face. 
O i how it yearn’d my heart when I beheld 74 
In London streets, that coronation day 
When Bolingbroke rode on roan Barbary, 
That horse that thou so often hast bestrid, 
Thai horse that I so carefully have dress’d. 80 

K. Rich. Rode be on Barbary? Tell me, 
gentle friend. 

How went he under him? 

Groom. So proudly as if he disdain'd the 
ground. 

K. Rich. So proud that Bolingbroke was on 
his back! 84 

That Jade hath eat bread from my royal hand; 
This hand hath made him proud with dapping 
him. 

Would be not stumble? Would be not fall 
down,— 

Since pride must have a fall,—and break the 
neat 88 

Of that proud man that did usurp his back? 
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Forgiveness, horse! why do I rail on thee. 
Since thou, created to be aw'd by man, 

Waat bom to bear? I was not made a hone; 92 
And yet I bear a burden like an ass, 

Spur-gall'd and tir’d by jaundng Bolingbroke. 

Enter Keeper, with a dish. 

Keep, t To the Groom.] Fellow, give place; 
here is no longer stay. 

K. Rich. If thou love me, tis time thou wert 
away. 9$ 

Groom. What my tongue dares not, that my 
heart shall say. \Exit, 

Keep. My lord, will't please you to fall to? 

K. Rich. Taste of it first, as thou art wont 
to do. 

Keep. My lord, I dare not: Sir Pierce of Ex- 
ton, who lately came from the king, commands 
the contrary. 

K. Rich. The devil take Henry of Lancaster, 
and thee! 

Patience is stale, and I am weary of it 104 
[Strikes the Keeper. 

Keep. Help, help, help I 


Enter exton and Servants, armed. 

K. Rich. How nowl what means death in 
this rude assault? 

Villain, thine own hand yields thy death’s in¬ 
strument. 

[Snatching a weapon and killing one. 
Go thou and fill another room in hell. 108 

[He kills another: then exton strikes 
him down. 

That hand shall bum in never-quenching fire 
That staggers thus my person. Exton, thy 
fierce hand 

Hath with the king’s blood stain’d the king’s 

own land. in 

Mount, mount, my soul! thy seat is up on high. 
Whilst my gross flesh sinks downward, here to 
die. [Dies. 

Exton. As ftill of valour as of royal blood: 
Both have I spilt; O! would the deed were good; 
For now the devil, that told me I did well, si6 
Says that this deed is chronicled in hell. 

This dead king to the living king Fll bear. 

Take hence the test and give them burial here. 

I Exeunt. 


Scene VI.— Windsor. An Apartment in the 
Castle. 

Flourish. Enter bounobroxi and York, with 
Lords and Attendants. 

Boling. Kind uncle York, the latest news we 
bear 

Is that the rebels have consum'd with fire 
Our town of Cicester in Gloucestershire; 

But whether they be ta’en or slain we hear not. 4 

Enter NORTHUMBERLAND. 

Welcome, my lord. What is the news? 


North. First, to thy sacred state wish I all 
happiness. 

The next news is: I have to London sent 
The heads of Salisbury, Spencer, Blunt, and 
Kent. 8 

The manner of their taking may appear 
At large discoursed in this paper here. 

Boling. We thank thee, gentle Percy, for thy 
pains, 

And to thy worth will add right worthy gains, xa 


Enter fitzwater. 

Fitz. My lord, I have from Oxford sent to 
London 

The heads of Brocas and Sir Bennet Seely, 

Two of the dangerous consorted traitors 
That sought at Oxford thy dire overthrow. 16 
Boling. Thy pains, Fitzwater, shall not be 
forgot: 

Right noble is thy merit, well I wot 
Enter henry Percy, with the bishop of 

CARLISLE. 

H. Percy. The grand conspirator, Abbot of 
Westminster, 

With clog of conscience and sour melancholy, 20 
Hath yielded up his body to the grave; 

But here is Carlisle living, to abide 

Thy kingly doom and sentence of his pride. 

Boling. Carlisle, this is your doom: 24 

Choose out some secret place, some reverend 
room. 

More than thou hast, and with it Joy thy life; 
So, as thou livest in peace, die free from strife: 
For though mine enemy thou hast ever been, 28 
High sparks of honour in thee have I seen. 


Enter exton, with Attendants bearing a coffin. 

Exton. Great king, within this coffin I present 
Thy buried fear: herein all breathless Iks 
The mightiest of thy greatest enemies, 32 
Richard of Bordeaux, by me Mther brought. 
Boling. Exton, I thank thefe not; for thou 
hast wrought 

A deed of slander with thy fatal hand 
Upon my head and all this famous land. 38 
Exton. From your own mouth, my lord, did 
I this deed. 

Boling. They love not poison that do poison 


Nor do I thee: though I did wish him dead, 

I hate the murderer, love him murdered. 40 
The guilt of conscience take thou for thy labour, 
But neither my good word nor princely favour: 
With Cain go wander through the shade of nigbt, 
And never show thy head by day nor light. 44 
Lords, I protest, my soul is full of woe. 

That blood should sprinkle me to make me grow: 
Come, mourn with me for that I do lament. 
And put on sullen black incontinent. 48 
m make a voyage to t he Ho ly Land, 

March sadly after; grace mymounSngs'here, 
In weeping after this untimely bier. [Exeunt. 
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ACT I 

SCENE I. — London. The fatace. 

Enter kino henry, Westmoreland, oil. 
Others. 

K. Hen. So shaken as we are, so wan with 
care, 

Find we a time for Righted peace to pant, 

And breathe short-winded accents of new broils 
To be commenc’d in strands afar remote. 4 
No more the thirsty entrance of this soil 
Shall daub her lips with her own children’s 
blood; 

No more shall trenching war channel her fields, 
Nor bruise her flowerets with the armed hoofs 8 
Of hostile paces: those opposed eyes, 

Which* like the meteors of a troubled heaven, 
All of one nature, of one substance bred. 

Did lately meet in the intestine shock » 
And furious close of civil butchery. 

Shall now, in mutual well-beseeming ranks, 
March all one way, and be no more oppos’d 
Against acquaintance, kindred, and allies: 16 
The edge of war, like an ill-sheathed knife, 

No more shall cut his master. Therefore, 
friends. 

As far as to the sepulchre of Christ,— 

Whose soldier now, under whose blessed cross 
We are impressed and engag’d to fight,— at 
Forthwith a power of English shall we levy, 
Whose arms were moulded in their mother’s 
womb 

To chase these pagans in those holy fields >4 
Over whose acres walk'd those blessed feet 
Which fourteen hundred years ago were nail’d 
Por our advantage on the bitter cross; 

But this our purpose is a twelvemonth old, as 
And bootless ’tis to tell you we will go: 
Therefore we meet not now. Then let me hear 


Of you, my gentle cousin Westmoreland, 
What yesternight our council did decree 3 * 
In forwarding this dear expedience. 

West. My liege, this haste was hot in ques¬ 
tion, 

And many limits of the charge set down 
But yesternight; when all athwart there came 
A post from Wales loaden with heavy news; J 7 
Whose worst was, that the noble Mortimer, 
Leading the men of Herefordshire to fight 
Against the irregular and wild Glendower, 40 
Was by the rude hands of that Welshman taken. 
And a thousand of his people butchered: 
Upon whose dead corpse’ there was such misuse. 
Such beastly shameless transformation 44 
By those Welshwomen done, as may not be 
Without much shame re-told or spoken of. 

K. Hen. It seems then that the tidings of 
this broil 

Brake off our business for the Holy Land. 4* 
West. This match’d with other like, my 
gracious lord; 

For more uneven and unwelcome newa 
Came from the north and thus it did import: 
On Holy-rood day, the gallant Hotspur there, sa 
Young Harry Percy and brave Archibald, 

That ever-valiant and approved Scot, 

At Holmedon met. 

Where they did spend a sad and bloody hour; 
As by discharge of their artillery, 37 

And shape of likelihood, the news was told; 
For he that brought them, in the very beat 
And pride of their contention did take horse, So 
Uncertain of the issue any way. 

K. Hen. Here is a dear and true industrious 
friend. 

Sir Walter Blunt, new lighted Rom his horse. 
Stain’d with the variation of each soil <4 
Betwixt that Holmedon and this seat of ours; 
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And be hath brought us smooth and welcome reason why thou shouldst be so superfluous to 


news. 

The Earl of Douglas is discomfited; 

Ten thousand bold Scots, two and twenty 
knights. 68 

Balk’d in their own blood did Sir Walter see 
On Holmedon’s plains: of prisoners Hotspur 
took 

Mordake the Earl of Fife, and eldest son 
To beaten Douglas, and the Earls of Athol, 7* 
Of Murray, Angus, and Menteith. 

And is not this an honourable spoil? 

A gallant prize? ha, cousin, is it uot? 

Wert. In faith, 7# 

It is a conquest for a prince to boast of. 

S. Hen. Yea, there thou rnak’st me sad and 
mak’ot me sin 

In envy that my Lord Northumberland 
Should be the father to so blest a son. So 

A son who is the theme of honour's tongue; 
Amongst a grove the very straightest plant; 
Who is sweet Fortune's minion and her pride: 
Whilst I, by looking on the praise of him, n 
See riot end dishonour stain the brow 
Of my young Harry. OI that it could be prov’d 
That some night-tripping fairy had exchang'd 
In cradle-clothes our children where they lay, 88 
And call’d mine Percy, his Plantagecet. 

Then would I have his Harry, and he mine. 

But let him from my thoughts. What think 
you, coz. 

Of this young Percy's pride? the prisoners, 91 
Which he in this adventure hath surpris’d, 

To his own use be keeps, and sends me word, 
I shall have none but Mordake Earl of Fife. 
West. This is his uncle’s teaching, this is 
Worcester, »s 

Malevolent to you in all aspects; 

Which makes him prune himself, and bristle up 
The crest of youth against your dignity. 

K. Hen. But I have sent for him to answer 
this; :o° 

And for this cause a while we must neglect 
Our holy purpose to Jerusalem. 

Cousin, on Wednesday next our council we 
Will hold at Windsor; so inform the lords: 104 
But come yourself with speed to us again; 

For more is to be said and to ba done 
Than out of anger can be uttered. 

West. I will, my liege. [Exeunt. 

SCENE II.— The Same. An Apartment of the 
prince’s. 

Enter the prince and palstafp. 


demand the time of the day. 13 

fat. Indeed, you come near me now, Hal; 
for we that take purses go by the moon and the 
seven stars, and not by Phoebus, he, 'that wan¬ 
dering knight so fair.' And, I prithee, sweet 
wag, when thou art king,—as, God save thy 
Grace,—majesty, I should say, for grace thou 
wilt have none,— ao 

Prince. What! none? 

Fal. No, by my troth; not so much as will 
serve to be prologue to an egg and butter. 

Prince, well, how then? come, roundly, 
roundly. as 

Fal. Marry, then, sweet wag, when thou art 
king, let not us that are squires of the night’s 
body be called thieves of the day’s beauty: let 
us be Diana's foresters, gentlemen of the shade, 
minions of the moon; and let men say, we be 
men of good government, being governed as the 
sea is, by our noble and chaste mistress the 
moon, under whose countenance we steal. 33 
Prince. Thou sayest well, and it holds well 
too; for the fortune of us that are the moon's 
men doth ebb and ilow like the sea, being go¬ 
verned as the sea is, by the moon. As for proof 
now: a purse of gold most resolutely snatched 
on Monday night and most dissolutely spent on 
Tuesday morning; got with swearing ‘ Lay by; ’ 
and spent with crying ‘Bring in:’ now in as 
low an ebb as the foot of the ladder, and by and 
by in as high a flow as the ridge of the gaUows. 

Fal. By the Lord, thou sayest true, lad. And 
is not my hostess of the tavern a most sweet 
wench? 46 

Prince. As the honey of Hybla, my old lad of 
the castle. And is not a buff jerkin a most sweet 
robe of durance? «9 

Fal. How now, how now, mad wag! what, 
in thy quips and thy quiddities? what a plague 
have I to do with a buff jerkin? ja 

Prince. Why, what a pox haye 1 to do with 
my hostess of the tavern? 

Fal. Well, thou hast called her to a reckon¬ 
ing many a time and off. 36 

Prince. Did I ever call for thee to pay thy 
part? 

Fal. No; I'll give thee thy due, thou hast 
paid all there. ' 60 

Prince. Yea, and elsewhere, so far as my coin 
would stretch; and where it would not, I have 
used my credit. 

Fal. Yea, and so used it that, were it not here 
apparent that thou art heir apparent—But, I 


f irithee, sweet wag, shall there be gallows stand- 
ng in England when thou art king, and resolu- 
Prince. Thou art so fat-witted, with drinking tion thus fobbed as it is with the rusty curb of 


old father antick the law? Do not thou, when 
thou art king, hang a thief. 70 

Prince. No; thou shall. 

Fal. Shall I? Orarel By the Lord, I’ll be a 
brave judge. 73 

___ Prince. Thou judgest false already: I mean, 

of bawds, and dials the signs of thou shalt have the hanging of the thieves and 

_ses, and the blessed sun himself a so become a rare hangman. 76 

fair hot wench in flame-colour'd taffeta, I see no Fal. Well, Hal. «nd in some sort It 


of old sack, and unbuttoning thee after supper, 
and steeping upon benches after noon, that thou 
hast forgotten to demand that truly which thou 
wouldst truly know. What a devil hast thou to 
do with the time of the day? unless hours were 
cups of sack, and minutes capons, and clocks 

the tongues of bawds, and dials the signs of tnou strait nave tne Hanging 1 
leaping-bouses, and the blessed sun himself a so become a rare hangman, 
fair hnt wMirh in flanvuvilMiT’d taffeta. I anofl Fal. Well. Hal. "*nd 
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Jtfnpa with ay humour as well as waiting in 
the court, I «m tell you. 

Prince. For obtaining of suits? So 

Fal. Yea, for obtaining of suits, whereof the 
hangman hath no lean wardrobe. 'Sbiood, 1 
am as melancholy as a gib cat, or a lugged bear. 
Prince. Or an old lion, or a lovers lute. 84 
Fal. Yea, or the drone of a Lincolnshire 
bagpipe. 

Prince. What sayest thou to a hare, or the 
melancholy of Mcor-ditch ? 88 

Fal. Thou hast the most unsavory similes, 
and art, indeed, the most comparative, rascal- 
liest, sweet young prince; but, Hal, I prithee, 
trouble me no more with vanity. IwouIdtoGod 
thou and I knew where a commodity of good 
names were to be bought. An old lord of the 
council rated me the other day in the street about 
you, sir, but 1 marked him not; and yet he 
talked very wisely, but I regarded him not; and 
yet he talked wisely, and in the street too. 98 
Prince. Thou (hast well; for wisdom cries 
Out in the streets, and no man regards it 100 
Fal. Ol thou hast damnable iteration, and 
art indeed able to corrupt a saint Thou hast 
done much harm upon me, Hal; God forgive 
thee for it I Before I knew thee, Hal, I knew 
nothing; and now am I, if a man should speak 
truly, little better than one of the wicked. I 
must give over this life, aud I will give it over; 
by the Lord, an I do not, I am a villain: I’ll be 
damned for never a king's son in Christendom. 

Prince. Where shall we take a purse to¬ 
morrow. Jack? in 

Fal. Zounds) where thou wilt, lad. I’ll make 
one; an I do not, call me a villain and baffle me. 

Prince. I see a good amendment of life in 
thee; from praying to purse-taking. ns 


Enter poins, at a distance. 

Fal. Why, Hal, ’ds my vocation, Hal: ’tis no 
sin for a man to labour m bis vocation. Poins! 
Now shall we know if Gadshill have set a match. 
Ol if men were to be saved by meriLwhat hole 
in hell were hot enough for him? This is the 
most omnipotent villain that ever cried ‘ Stand! 
to a true man. *** 

Prince. Good morrow, Ned. 

Poins. Good morrow, sweet Hal. What says 
Monsieur Remorse? What says Sir John Sack- 
and-Sugar ? Jack! how agrees the devil and thee 
about thy soul, that thou soldest him on Good- 
Friday last for a cup of Madeira and a cold 

RrihceV^lr John stands to his word, the devil 
shall have his bargain; for he was never yet a 
breaker ofprov srbs: he will give the devil his due. 

Poins. Then art thou damned for keeping thy 

word with the devil. 

Prince. Else he had been damned for cozen¬ 
ing the devil. *3* 

Pains. But my lads, my lads, to-morrow 
morning, by four o’clock, early at Gadshill! 
View are pilgrims going to Canterbury with 
rich offerings, and traders riding to London with 
fet purees; I have vizard* for you all; you have 


hones for yourselves. Gadshill He* to-night in 
Rochester; I have bespoke supper tomorrow 
night in Eastcheap: we may do it as secure as 
sleep. If you will go I will stuff your purses Bill 
of crowns; if you will not, tarry at home and be 
hanged. 147 

Fal. Hear ye, Yedward: if I tarry at home 
and go not. I’ll hang you for going. 

Poins. You will, chops? 

Fal. Hal, wilt thou make one? 

Prince. Who, I rob? I a thief? not I, by my 
faith. 153 

Fal. There’s neither honesty, manhood, nor 
good fellowship in thee, nor thou earnest not of 
the blood royal, if thou darest not stand for ten 
shillings. 157 

Prince. Well, then, once in my days I’ll be a 
madcap. 

Fal. Why, that’swell said. 160 

Prince. Well, come what will. I’ll tarry at 
home. 

Fal. By the Lord, I’ll be a traitor then, when 
thou art king. 164 

Prince. I care not. 

Poins. Sir John. I prithee, leave the prince 
and me alone: I will lay him down such reasons 
for this adventure that he shall go. 168 

Fal. Well, God give thee the spirit of per¬ 
suasion and him the ears of profiting, that what 
thou speakest may move, and what he hears 
may be believed, that the true prince may, for 
recreation sake, prove a false thief; for the poor 
abuses of the time want countenance. Farewell: 
you shall find me In Eastcheap. 175 

Prince. Farewell, thou latter spring! Fare¬ 
well, All-hallown summer 1 [ Exit falstaff. 

Poins. Now, my good sweet honey lord, ride 
with us to-morrow; I have ajest to execute that 
1 cannot manage alone. Falstaff, Bardolph, 
Peto, and Gadshill shall rob those men that we 
have already waylaid; yourself and I will not be 
there; and when they have the booty, if you 
and I do not rob them, cut this head from my 
shoulders. i>J 

Prince. But how shall we part with them in 
setting forth? 

Poins. Why, we will set forth before or after 
them, and appoint them a place of meeting, 
wherein it is at our pleasure to fail: and then 
will they adventure upon the exploit themselvea, 
which they shall have no sooner achieved but 
we’ll set upon them. . «93 

Prince. Yea, but ’tis like that they will know 
us by our horses, by our habits, and by every 
other appointment, to be ourselves. i»* 

Poins. Tutl our horses they shall not see. 
I’ll tie them in the wood; our vizards we win 
change after we leave them; and, sirrah, I have 
cases of buckram for the nonce, to inmask our 
noted outward garments. _ . *01 

Prince. Yea, but I doubt they will be too 
hard for us. 

Poins. Well, for two of them, I know them 
to be as true-bred cowards as ever turned back; 
and for the third, If he fight longer than he sees 
reason. I’ll forswear aims. The virtue of this 
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jest will be, the incomprehensible lies that this 
ume fat rogue will tell us when we meet at 
supper: how thirty, at least, he fought with; 
what wards, what blows, what extremities he 
endured; and in the reproof of this lies the jest 
Prince. Well, I'll go with thee: provide us 


412 UCTl 

You have good leave to leave us; when we need 
Your use and counsel we shall send for you,' at 
[Exit WORCESTER. 
ITo Northumberland.] You were about to 
speak. 

North. Yea, my good lord. 


all fliinp necessary and meet me to-morrow Those prisoners in your highness* name de¬ 


night in Eastckeap; there I’U sup. 
Poins. Farewell, my lord. 


Farewell. 

[Exit. 


manded. 

Which Harry Percy here at Holmedon took, M 


Prince. I know you all, and will awhileup- Were, as he says, not with such strength denied 


hold »7 

The unyok'd humour of your idleness: 

Yet herein will 1 imitate the sun. 

Who doth permit the base contagious clouds 
To smother up his beauty from the world, 221 
That when he please again to be himself 
Being wanted, he may be more wonder’d at. 
By breaking through the foul and ugly mists 
Of vapours that did seem to strangle him. 32 j 
If all the year were playing holidays. 

To sport would be as tedious as to work; 


As is deliver’d to your majesty: 

Either envy, therefore, or misprision 
Is guilty of this fault and not my son. 28 
Hot. My liege, I did deny no prisoners: 
But I remember, when the fight was done, 
When I was dry with rage and extreme toil. 
Breathless and faint, leaning upon my sword, 32 
Came there a certain lord, neat, and trimly 
dress’d, 

Fresh as a bridegroom; and his chin, new reap’d, 
Show’d like a stubble-land at harvest-home: 


329 

So, when thls loose behaviour I throw off, 
And pay the debt I never promised. 

By how much better than my word I am 232 

By so much shall I falsify men’s hopes; 

And like bright metal on a sullen ground 
My reformation, glittering o’er my fault. 
Shall show more goodly and attract more eyes 
Than that which hath no foil to set it off. 237 
I’ll so offend to make offence a skill; 
Redeeming time when men think least I will. 

[Exit. 


But whoa they seldom come, they wish’d for He was perfumed like a milliner, 3 * 

come. And ’twixt his finger and his thumb he held 

And nothing pleaseth but rare accidents. 229 A pouncet-box, which ever and anon 

• ■ * * - ~ He gave his nose and took’t away again; 

Who therewith angry, when it next came there. 
Took it in snuff: and still he smil’d and talk’d; 
And as the soldiers bore dead bodies by. 

He call’d them untaught knaves, unm a nn e r ly. 
To bring a slovenly unhandsome corpse 44 
Betwixt the wind and his nobility. 

With many holiday and lady terms 
He question’d me; among the rest, demanded 
My prisoners in your majesty’s behalf. 48 
I then all smarting with my wounds being cold. 
To be so pester’d with a popinjay, 

Out of my grief and my impatience 
Answer’d neglectingly, I know not what, s» 
Heshould,orhe should not;forhe made me mad 
To see him shine so brisk and smell so sweet 
And talk so like a waiting-gentlewoman 
Of guns, and drums, and wounds,—Cod save 
the mark!— v s« 

And telling me the sovereign’st thing on earth 
Was parmaced for an inward bruise; 

And that it was great pity, so it was, 

This villanous saltpetre should be digg’d 60 
Out of the bowels of the harmless earth, 
Which many a good tall fellow had destroy’d 
So cowardly; and but for these vile guns. 

He would himself have been a soldier. 64 

This bald unjointed chat of his, my lord, 

I answer’d Indirectly, as I said; 

And I beseech you, let not his report 
Come current for an accusation 68 

Betwixt my love and your high majesty. 

Blunt. The circumstance consider’d, good 
, u my lord, 

12 Whatever Harry Percy then had said 

To such a person and in such a place. 72 
At such a time, with all the rest re-told. 

May reasonably die and never rise 
To do him wrong, or any way impeach 
What then he said, so he unsay it now. 76 
K.Ben. Why, yet he doth deny his priKraen, 
But with proviso and exception. 


Scene HL —The Same. The Palace. 
Enter kino henry, Northumberland, Wor¬ 
cester, HOTSPUR, SIR WALTER BLUNT, and 
Others. ■ 

K. Hen. My blood hath been too cold and 
temperate. 

Unapt to stir at these Indignities, 

And you have found me; for accordingly 
You tread upon my patience: but, be sure, 4 
I will from henceforth rather be myself. 
Mighty, and to be fear’d, than my condition. 
Which hath been smooth as oil, soft as young 
down. 

And therefore lost that title of respect 8 
Which the proud soul ne’er pays but to the 
proud. 

War. Our house, my sovereign liege, little 
deserves 

The scourge of greatness to be us’d on it; 

And that same greatness too which our own 

Have holp to make so portly 
North. My lord,— 

K.Hen. Worcester, get thee gone; for I do see 
Danger and disobedience in thine eye. 16 
O, sir, your presence is too bold and peremptory. 
And majesty might never yet endure 
The moody Bonder of a servant brow. 
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That we at our own charge shall ransom straight 
His brother-in-law, the foolish Mortimer; So 
Who, on my soul, hath wilfully betray’d 
The lives of those that he did lead to fight 
Against the great magician, damn’dGlendower, 
Whose daughter, as we hear, the Earl of March 
Hath lately married. Shall our coffers then 85 
Be emptied to redeem a traitor home? 

Shall we buy treason, and indent with fears. 
When they have lost and forfeited themselves? 
No, on the barren mountains let him starve; 89 
For I shall never hold that man my friend 
Whose tongue shall ask me for one penny cost 
To ransom home revolted Mortimer. 9* 

Hot. Revolted Mortimer 1 
He never did fall oft my sovereign liege. 

But by the chance of war: to prove that true 
Needs no more but one tongue for all those 
wounds, 96 

Those mouthed wounds, which valiantly he 
took. 

When on the gentle Severn’s sedgy bank. 

In single opposition, hand to hand, 

He did confound the best part of an hour too 
In changing hardimrat with great Glendower. 
Three times they breath’d and three times did 
they drink. 

Upon agreement, of swift Severn’s flood, 
who then, affrighted with their bloody looks, 104 
Ran fearfully among the trembling reeds, 

And hid his crisp head in the hollow bank 
Blood-stained with these valiant combatants. 
Never did base and rotten policy 108 

Colour her working with such deadly wounds; 
Nor never could the noble Mortimer 
Receive so many, and all willingly: 

Then let him not be slander’d with revolt, ns 
K. Hen. Thou dost belie him, Percy, thou 
dost belie him: 

He never did encounter with Glendower: 

I tell thee. 

He durst as well have met the devil alone tt6 
As Owen Glendower for an enemy. 

Art thou not asham’d? But, sirrah, henceforth 
Let me not hear you speak of Mortimer: 
Send me your prisoners with the speediest 
means, 

Or you shall hear in such a kind from me 
As will displease you. My Lord Northumber¬ 
land, 

We license your departure with your son. 
Send us your prisoners, or you’ll hear of it 124 
l Exeunt KINO henry, BLUNT, and Train. 
Hot. An if the devil come and roar for them, 
I will not send them: I will after straight 
And tell him so; for I will ease my heart, 

Albeit I make a hazard of my head. »8 
North. What! drunk with choler? stay, and 
pause awhile: 

Here comes your uncle. 

Re-enter Worcester. 

.Bat. Speak of Mortimer! 

Zounds! I will speak of him; and let my soul 
Want mercy if I do not join with him: 13a 
In his behalf I'll empty all these veins, 


And shed my dear blood drop by drop i* the dust. 
But I will lift the down-trod Mortimer 
As high i’ the air as this unthankful king, 136 
As thus ingrate and canker’d Bolingbroke. 
North. Brother, the king hath made your 
nephew mad. 

Wor. Who struck this heat up after I was 
gone? 

Hot. He will, forsooth, have all my prisoners; 
And when I urg’d the ransom once again 141 
Of my wife’s brother, then his cheek look’d pale. 
And op my face he turn’d an eye of death. 
Trembling even at the name of Mortimer. >44 
Wor. I cannot blame him: was he not pro¬ 
claim’d 

By Richard that dead is the next of blood? 

North. He was; I heard the proclamation: 
And then it was when the unhappy king,—148 
Whose wrongs in us God pardon I—did set forth 
Upon his Irish expedition; 

From whence he, intercepted, did return 
To be S«pos’d, and shortly murdered. rjs 
Wor. And for whose death we in the world's 
wide mouth 

Live scandaliz’d and foully spoken of. 

Hot. But, soft II pray you, did King Richard 
then 

Proclaim my brother Edmund Mortimer 156 
Heir to the crown? 

North. He did; myself did hear it 

Hot. Nay, then I cannot blame his cousin 

That w&h’d him on the barren mountains starve. 
But shall it be that you, that set the crown ito 
Upon the head of this forgetful man. 

And for bis sake wear the detested blot 
Of murd’rous subornation, shall it be. 

That you a world of curses undergo, 164 
Being the agents, or base second means, 

The cords, the ladder, or the hangman rather? 
Ol pardon me that I descend so low. 

To show the line and the predicament 16B 
Wherein you range under this subtle king. 
Shall it for shame be spoken in these days. 

Or fill up chronicles in time to come. 

That men of your nobility and power, 17* 
Did gage them both in an unjust behalf, 

As both of you—God pardon it!—have done, 
To put down Richard, that sweet lovely rose, 
Ahd plant this thorn, this canker, Bolingbroke? 
And shall it in more shame be further spoken, 
That you are fool’d, discarded, and shook off 
By him for whom these shames ye underwent? 
No; yet time serves wherein you may redeem 180 
Your banish’d honours, and restore yourselves 
Into the good thoughts of the world again; 
Revenge the jeering and disdain’d contempt 
Of this proud king, who studies day and night 
To answer all the debt he owes to you, 18; 
Even with the bloody payment of your deaths. 
Therefore, I say,— 

Wor. Peace, cousin! say no mom: 
And now I wil] unclasp a secret book, 188 
And to your quick-conceiving discontents 
ITl read you matter deep and dangerous, 

As full of peril and adventurous spirit 
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As to o’er-walk a current roaring loud, tja Unto this king oT smiles, this Bolingbroke, 

On the unsteadfast footing of s spear. 'Sbloodl 

Hot. If he fall in, good night I or sink or When yon and he came back from Ravens- 
swim: purgh. 248 

forth. A ~ — - 


Send danger from the east onto the west, 

So honour cross it from the north to south, 196 


North. At Berkeley Castle. 
Hot. You say true. 


And let them grapple: O! the blood more stirs Why, what a candy deal of courtesy 


To rouse a lion than to start a hare. 

North. Imagination of some great exploit 
Drives him beyond the bounds of patience, 200 
Hot. By heaven methinks it were an easy 
leap 

To pluck bright honour from the pale-fac’d 
moon. 

Or dive into the bottom of the deep. 

Where fathom-line could never touch the 
ground, 204 

And pluck up drowned honour by the locks; 
So he that doth redeem her thence might wear 
Without corrival all her dignities: 

But out upon this half-fac’d fellowship! aoS 
Wor. He apprehends a world of figures 
here. 

But not the form of what he should attend. 
Good cousin, give me audience for a while. 
Hot. I ay you mercy. 

Wor. Those same noble Scots aia 

That are your prisoners,— 

Hot. I'll keep them all; 

By God, he shall not have a Scot of them: 

No, if a Scot would save his soul, he shall not: 
I’ll keep them, by this hand. 

Wor. You start away, ai« 

And lend no ear unto my purposes. 

Those prisoners you shall keep. 

Hot. Nay, I will; that’s flat: 

He said he would not ransom Mortimer; / 
Forbade my tongue to speak of Mortimer; a» 
But I will find him when he lies asleep. 

And in his ear I’ll holla ‘MortimerI’ 

Nay, 

I’ll have a starling shall be taught to speak ss4 
Nothing but ‘Mortimer,’ and give it him, 

To keep his anger still in motor, 

Wor. Hear you, cousin; a word. 

Hot. All studies here I solemnly defy, 228 
Save how to gall and pinch this Bolingbroke: 
And that same sword-and-buckler Prince of 
Wales 

But that f think his father loves him not. 

And would be glad he met with some mischance, 
I would have him poison’d with a pot of ale. 233 


This fawning greyhound then did proffer me! 
Look, ‘ when his infant fortune came to age,’ 233 
And gentle Harry Percy,' and ‘kind cousin.’ 
O! the devil take such cozeners. God forgive 
met 

Good unde, tell your tale, for I have done. 256 
Wor. Nay, if you have not, to’t again; 
We’ll stay your leisure. 

Hot. I have done, i’ faith. 

Wor. Then once more to your Scottish 
prisoners. 

Deliver them up without their ransom straight. 
And make the Douglas’ son your only mean 261 
For powers in Scotland; which, for divere 
reasons 

Which I shall send you written, be assur’d. 
Will easily be granted. [To Northumberland.) 

You, my lord, 2S4 

Your son in Scotland being thus employ'd, 
Shall secretly into the bosom creep 
Of that same noble prelate well belov’d. 

The Archbishop. s6t 

Hot. Of York, is it not? 

Wor. True; who bears hard 
His brother’s death at Bristol, the Lord Scroop. 
I speak not this in estimation, 272 

As what I think might be, but what I know 
Is ruminated, plotted and set down; 

And only stays but to behold the face 
Of that occasion that shall bring it on. 

Hot. I smell it. 

Upon my life it will do wondrous well. 

North. Before the game's afoot thou still 
lett’st slip. 

Hot. Why, it cannot choofe but be a noble 
plot: 280 

And then the power of Scotland and of York, 
To join with Mortimer, ha? 

Wor. And so they shall. 

Hot. In faith, it is exceedingly well aim’d. 
Wor. And'tis no little reason bids us speed. 


S 7 « 


To save our heads by raising of a head; 
For, bear ourselves as even as we can. 

The king will always think him in our debt. 
And think we third: ourselves unsatisfied, 


War. Farewell, kinsman: I will talk to you Till he hath found a time to pay us home. 


*85 


288 


When you are better temper'd to attend. 
North. Why, what a wasp-stung and impa¬ 
tient fool 23S 

Art thou to break into this woman’s mood. 
Tying thine ear to no tongue hut thine own! 
Hot. Why, look you, I am whipp’d and 
scourg’d with rods, 


And see already how he doth begin 
To make us strangers to his looks of love. 

Hot. He does, he does: we’ll be reveng’d on 
Wm. 192 

Wor. Cousin, farewell: no further go in this. 
Than I by letters shall direct your course. 
When time is ripe,—which wfll be suddenly,— 


Nettled, and stung with pismires, when I hear I’ll steal to Glehdower and Lord Mortimer; 29* 
Ofthis vile politician, Bolingbroke. 241 Where you and Douglas and our powers at 


In Richard's time,—what dove call die place? 
A plague upon't—it ia in Gloucestershire;— 
Twas where the madcai 


As I will fashion It,—shall happily meet, 

“ ' r our fortunes in our own strong arms, 


__he madcap duke his uncle kept. To bear < 

His uncle York; where I first boss’d my knee Which now we hold at much uncertainty. 300 
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North. Farewell, good brother: we aball 
thrive, I trust. 

Hot. Uncle, adieu: O tlet the hours be short, 
Till fields and blows and groans applaud our 
(port! I Exeunt. 


ACT n 

Scene I. — Rochester. An Inn-Yard. 

Enter a Carrier, with a lanthom in his hand. 

First Car. Heigh-ho! An’t be not four by 
the day I’ll be hanged: Charles’ Wain is over 
the new chimney, and yet our horse not packed. 
What, ostler 1 4 

Ost. I Within.] Anon, anon. 

First Car. I prithee, Tom, beat Oil’s saddle, 
put a few flocks in the point; the poor jade is 
wrung in the withers out of ail cess. s 

Enter another Carrier. 

Sec. Car. Peas and beans are as dank here as 
a dog, and that is the next way to give poor 
jades the bats; this house is turned upside down 
sinceRobinOstlerdied. m 

Fi'st Car. Poor fellow! never joyed since the 
price of oats rose; it was the death of him. 

Sec. Car. I think this be the most villanous 
house in aU London road for fleas: 1 am stung 
like a tench. 17 

First Car. Like a tench! by the mass, there 
is ne'er a king christen could be better bit than 
1 have been since the first cock. so 

Sec. Car. Why, they will allow us ne’er a 
Jordan, and then we leak in the chimney; and 
your chamber-lie breeds fleas like a loach. 

First Car. What, ostler) come away and be 
hanged, come away. 25 

Sec. Car. I have a gammon of bacon and 
two razes of ginger, to be delivered as far as 
Charing-cross. 28 

First Car. Godsbodyl the turkeys in my 
pannier are quite starved. What, os tier! A 

plague on thee I hast thou never an eye in thy 
head ? canst not hear? An ’twere not as good a 
deed as drink to break the pate on thee, I am a 
very villain. Come, and be hanged! hast no 
faith in thee? 


Enter oadshill. 

Gads. Good morrow, carriers. What's o’clock? 
First Car. I think it be two o’clock. 37 
Gads. I prithee, lend me thy lanthom, to see 
my gelding in the stable. 

First Car. Nay, by God, soft: I know a 
trick worth two of that, i' faith. 41 

Gads. I prithee, lend me thine. 

See. Car. Ay, when? canst tell? Lend me 
thy lanthom, quoth a’? marry, I’fl see thee 
hanged first. 43 

Gads. Sirrah carrier, what time do you mean 

to come to London? 

Sec. Car. Time enough to go to bed with a 
candle, I warrant thee. Come, neighbour Mugs, 
weu roll up the gentlemen: they will along 
with company, for they have arat Charge. 


Gads. What, hoi chamberlain! 32 

Cham. [Within.] ‘At hand, quothjpkk-purae.* 
Gads. That'seven as fair as,‘at hand, quoth 
the chamberlain ’; for thou vanest no more from 
picking of purses than giving direction doth 
from labouring; thou layest the plot how. 37 

Enter chamberlain. 

Cham. Good morrow, Master Gadshill. It 
holds current that 1 told you yesternight: there’s 
a franklin in the wild of Kent hath brought 
three hundred marks with him in gold: I heard 
him tell it to one of his company last night at 
supper; a kind of auditor; one that hath abun¬ 
dance of charge too, God knows what. They are 
up already and call for eggs and butter; they 
will away presents. 

Gads. Sirrah, if they meet not with Saint 
Nicholas’ clerks, I’U give thee this neck. 6 t 
Cham. No, I’ll none of it: I prithee, keep 
that for the hangman; for I know thou wor¬ 
ship’s! Saint Nicholas as truly as a man of 
falsehood may. 72 

Gads. What talkest thou to me of the 
hangman? If I hang I’U make a fat pair of 
gaUows; for if I hang, old Sir John hangs with 
me, and thou knowest he's no starveling. Tut I 
there are other Troyans that thou dreamest not 
of, the which for sport sake are content to do 
the profession some grace; that would, if matters 
should be looked into, for their own credit sake 
make all whole. I am joined with no foot-land- 
raket s, no long-staff sixpenny strikers, none of 
these mad mustachio-purple-hued malt worms; 
but with nobiUty and tranquillity, burgomasters 
and great oneyers such as can hold in, such as 
will strike sooner than speak, and speak sooner 
than drink, and drink sooner than pray: and 
yet I Ue; for they pray continually to their 
saint, the commonwealth -or, rather, not pray 
to her, but prey on her, for they ride up and 
down on her and make her their boots. 91 

Cham. What! the commonwealth their 
hoots? will she hold out water in foul way? 

Gads. She wfll, she wiU; justice hath Uquored 
her. We steal as m a castle, cock-sure; we have 
the receipt of fern-seed, we walk invisible. 96 
Cham. Nay, by my faith, I think you are 
more beholding to the night than to fern-seed 
for your walking invisible. 

Gads. Give me thy hand: thou shalt have a 
share in our purchase, as I am a true man. 101 
Cham. Nay, rather let me have it, as you are 
a false thief. 

Gads. Go to; homo is a common name to aU 
men. Bid the ostler bring my gelding out of 
the stable. Farewell, you muddy knave. 106 

I Exeunt. 

Scene IL— The Road by Gadshdl. 

Enter the prince and roots. 

Pains. Come, shelter, shelter: I have re¬ 
moved Falstaffs horse, and he frets like a 
gummed velvet. 

Prince. Stand close. 


4 
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Enter falstaff. 

Fa!. Poinsl Poms, and he hanged I Poins! 

Prince. Peace, ye fat-kidneyed rascal 1 What 
a brawling dost thou keep! 

Fal Where's Poins, Hal? s 

Prince. He is walked up to the top of the 
hUl: I’ll go seek him. 

[Pretends to seek poins, and retires. 

Fat. I am accursed to rob in that thief’s 
company; the rascal hath removed my horse 
and tied him I know not where. If I travel but 
four foot by the squire further afoot I shall 
break my wmd. Well, I doubt not but to die a 
fair death for all this, if I ’scape hanging for 
killing that rogue. I have forsworn his company 
hourly any tune this two-and-twenty years, 
and yet I am bewitched with the rogue’s com¬ 
pany. If the rascal have not given me medicines 
to make me love him. I’ll be hanged; it could 
not be else; I have drunk medicines. Poinsl 
Halt a plague upon you both! Bardolphl 
Petol I’ll starve ere I’ll rob a foot further. An 
’twere not as good a deed as drink to turn true 
man and leave these rogues, I am the veriest 
varlet that ever chewed with a tooth. Eight 
yards of uneven ground is threescore and ten 
miles afoot with me, and the stony-hearted 
villains know it well enough. A plague upon’t 
whan thieves cannot be true one to another 1 
[They whistle .] Whewl A plague upon you 
all! Give me my horse, you rogues; give me 
my horse and be hanged. 34 

Prince. [Coming forward .] Peace, ye fat- 
guts! lie down; lay thine ear close to the 
ground, and list if thou canst hear the tread 
of travellers. 38 

Fat. Have you any levers to lift me up again, 
being down? ’Sblood! I’ll not bear mine own 
flesh so far afoot again for all the coin in thy 
father’s exchequer. What a plague mean ye to 
colt me thus? 

Prince. Thou liest: thou art not col ted; thou 
art uncolted. 4s 

Fat. I prithee, good Prince Hal, help me to 

my horse, good king’s son. 

Prince. Out,yourogue!shallIbeyourostler? 

Fat. Go, hang thyself in thine own heir appa¬ 
rent garters! If! be ta’en I’ll peach for this. An 
I have not ballads made on you all, and sung to 
filthy tunes, let a cup of sack be my poison: when 
aiest is so forward, and afoot tool I hate it. si 

Enter oadsrdx. 

Gads. Stand. 

Fat. So I do, against my will. 

Poins. O! ’da our setter: I know his voice. 

Enter bardolph and peto. 

Bard. What news? 57 

Gads. Case ye, case ye; on with your vizards; 
there’s money of the king’s coming down the 
hill: *tis going to the ldng T s exchequer. 60 

Fat. You fie, you rogue; ‘tit going to the 
Una's tavern. 

Gads. There’s enough to make us all. 

Fat. To be hanged. 64 


[ACTH 


Prince. Sirs, you four shall front them in the 
narrow lane; Ned Poins and I will walk lower: 
if they ’scape from your encounter then they 
light on us. 68 

Peto. How many be there of them? 

Gads. Some eight or ten. 

Fat. ’Zounds 1 will they not rob us? , 
Prince. What! a coward, Sir John Paunch? 
Fat. Indeed, I am not John of Gaunt, your 
grandfather; but yet no coward, Hal. 74 
Prince. Well, we leave that to the proof. 
Poins. Sirrah Jack, thy horse stands behind 
the hedge: when thou needs! him there thou 
shalt find him. Farewell, and stand fast. 

Fat. Now cannot I strike him if I should be 
hanged. 80 

Prince. [Aside to poins.] Ned, where are our 
disguises? 

Poins. Here, hard by;stand close. 

[Exeunt PRINCE and POINS. 
Fat. Now my masters, happy man be his 
dole, say I: every man to his business. 85 

Enter Travellers. 

First Trav. Come, neighbour; the boy shall 
lead our horses down the hill; we’ll walk afoot 
awhile, and ease our legs. ss 

Thieves. Stand! 

Travellers. Jesu bless us! 

Fa I, Strike; down with them; cut the vil¬ 
lains’ throats: ah I whoreson caterpillars I bacon- 
fed knaves! they hate us youth; down with 
them; fleece them. 

Travellers. Ol we arc undone, both we and 
ours for ever. 96 

Fal. Hang ye, gorbellied knaves, are ye un¬ 
done? No, ye fat chuffs; I would your store 
were here! On, bacons, on! What! ye knaves, 
young men must live. You are grand-iurors 
are ye? We’ll Jure ye, 1 ’ faith. 101 

f Here they rob and bind them. Exeunt. 

Re-enter the prince and poins. 

Prince. The thieves have bound the true men. 
Now could thou and I rob the thieves and go 
merrily to London, it would be argument for a 
week, laughter for a month, and a good jest for 
ever. 106 

Poins. Stand close; I hear them coming. 

Reenter Thieves. 

Fal. Come, my masters; let us share, and 
then to hone before day. An the Prince and 
Poins be not two arrant cowards, there’s no 
equity stirring: there’s no more valour in that 
Poins than in a wild duck. in 

Prince. Your money 1 
Poins. Villains 1 

[As they are sharing, the PRINCE and 
pchns set upon them. They all run 
away; and falstaff, after a blow or 
two^runs away too, leaving the booty 

Prince. Got with much ease. Now merrily 
to hone: it] 

The thieves an scatter’d and possess’d with fear. 
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So strongly that they dare not meet each other; 
Each takes his fellow for an officer. 

Away, good Ned. Falstaff sweats to death 
And lards the lean earth as he walks along: 120 
Were’t not for laughing I should pity Him. 
Point. How the rogue roar’d! [Exeunt. 


Scene III.— Warkworth. A Room in the Castle. 

Enter hotspur, reading a letter. 

But for mine own part, my lord, 1 could be well 
contented to be there, in respect of the love 1 bear 
your house. 

He could be contented; why is he not then? In 
respect of the love he bean our house: he shows 
in this he loves his own barn better than he 
loves our house. Let me see some more. 

The purpose you undertake is dangerous;— 8 
Why, that’s certain: ’tis dangerous to take a 
cold, to sleep, to drink; but 1 tell you, my lord 
fool, out of this nettle, danger, we pluck this 
flower, safety. ia 

The purpose you undertake is dangerous; the 
friends you have named uncertain; the time itself 
unsorted; and your whole plot too light for the 
counterpoise of so great an opposition. x$ 

Say you so, say you so? I say unto you again, 
you are a shallow cowardly hind, and you lie. 
What a lack-brain is this! By the Lord, our plot 
is a good plot as ever was laid; our friends true 
and constant: a good plot, good friends, and ibll 
of expectation; an excellent plot, very good 
friends. What a frosty-spirited rogue is this! 
Why, my Lord of York commends me plot and 
the general course of the action. ’Zounds! an 
I were now by this rascal, 1 could brain him 
with his lady’s fan. Is there not my father, my 
unde, and myself? Lord Edmund Mortimer, my 
Lord of York, and Owen Glendower? Is there 
not besides the Douglas ? Have I not all their 
letters to meet me in arms by the ninth of the 
next month, and are they not some of them set 
forward already? What a pagan rascal is this! 
an infidel! Ha ! you shall see now in very sin¬ 
cerity of fear and cold heart, will he to the king 
and lay open all our proceedings. O! I could 
divide myself and go to buffets, for moving such 
a dish of skim milk with so honourable an 
action. Hang him! let him tell the king; we 
are prepared. I will set forward to-night. 4° 


Enter lady PERCY. 

How now, Kate! I must leave you within these 
two hours. 

Lady P. O, my good lord! why are you thus 
alone? 

For what offence have I this fortnight been 

A banish’d woman from my Harry s bed? 44 

Tell me, sweet lord, what is’t that takes from 
thee 

Thy stomach, pleasure, and thy golden sleep? 

Why dost thou bend thine eyes upon the earth. 

And start so often when thou sltt’st alone? 48 

Why hast thou lost the flesh blood in thy 
cheeks, 

And given my treasures and my rights of thee 


To thick-eyed musing and cunt melancholy? 
In thy faint slumbers! by thee have watch’d, 52 
And heard thee murmur tales of Iron wan, 
Speak terms of manage to thy bounding steed. 
Cry, ‘Courage! to the field!’ And thou hast 
talk’d 

Of sallies and retires, of trenches, tents. s 6 
Of paiisadoes, frontiers, parapets. 

Of basilisks, of cannon, culvexin. 

Of prisoners’ ransom, and of soldiers slain. 
Ana all the currents of a beady fight. 60 

Thy spirit within thee hath bom so at war, 
Ana thus hath so bestirr’d thee in dry sleep. 
That beads of sweat have stood upon thy 
brow. 

Like bubbles in a late-disturbed stream; 64 
And in thy face strange motions have appear’d. 
Such as we see when men restrain their breath 
On some great sudden heat Ol what portents 
are these? 67 

Some heavy business hath my lord in hand. 
And I must know it, else he loves me not. 

Hot. What, ho! 


Enter Servant. 

Is Gilliams with the packet gone? 
Serv. He is, my lord, an hour ago. 

Hot. Hath Butler brought those horses from 
the sheriff? 72 

Serv. One hone, my lord, he brought even 
now. 

Hot. What horse? a roan, a crop-ear, is it 
not? 

Serv. It is, mylord. 

Hot. That roan shall be my throne. 

Well, I will bade him straight: O, Esperance 1 
Bid Butler lead him forth into the park. 77 
[Exit Servant. 

Lady P. But hear you, my lord. 

Hot. What sayst thou, my lady? 

Lady P. What is it carries you away? so 
Hot. Why, my hone, my love, my horse. 
Lady P. Out, you mad-headed ape! 

A weasel hath not such a deal of spleen 
As you are toss'd with. In faith, 84 

I'll know your business, Harry, that I will. 

I fear my brother Mortimer doth stir 
About his title, and hath tent for you 
To line his enterprise. But if you go— 88 
Hot. So far afoot, I shall be weary, love. 
Lady P. Come, come, you paraquito, answer 
me 

Directly unto this question that I ask. 

In faith. I’ll break thy little finger, Harry, 92 

An if thou wilt not tell me all things true. 

Hot. Away, 

Away, you trifler! Love! I love thee not, 

I care not for thee, Kate: this la no world 9* 
To play with mammets and to tilt with Ups. 
We must have bloody noses and crack’d crowns. 
And pass them current too. God's me, my 
horse! 

What sayst thou, Kate? what wouldst thou 
have with me? too 

Lady P. Do you not love me? do you not, 
indeed? 
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WdL do not, then; for since you love me not, 
I will not love myself. Do you not love me? 
Nay, tell me if you speak in jest or no. 104 
Hot. Come, wilt thou see me ride? 

And when I am o’ horseback, 1 will swear 
I love thee infinitely. But hark you, Kate; 

I must not have you henceforth question me 10S 
Whither I go, nor reason whereabout. 
Whither I must, I must; and, to conclude. 

This evening must I leave you, gentle Kate. 

I know you wise; but yet no further wise us 
Than Harry Percy’s wrfe: constant you are. 
But yet a woman: and for secrecy. 

No lady closer; for 1 well believe 
Thou wilt not utter what thou dost not know; 
And so far will I trust thee, gentle Kate. 117 
Lady P. How! so far? 

Hot. Not an inch further. But, hark you, 
Kate; 

Whither I go, thither shall you go too; 120 
To-day will I set forth, to-morrow you. 

Will this content you, Kate? 

Lady P. It must, of force. 

{Exeunt. 

SCEN* IV.— Eastcheap. A Room in the Boar's 
Head Tavern. 

Enter the prince and roan. 

Prince. Ned, prithee, come out of that fat 
toom, and lend me thy hand to laugh a little. 
Poms. Where hast been, Hal? 3 

Prince. With three or four loggerheads a- 
mongst three or four score hogsheads. I have 
sounded the very base string of humility. Sir¬ 
rah, I am sworn brother to a leash of drawers, 
and can call them all by their christen names, 
as Tom, Dick, and Francis. They take it already 
upon their sal'va.ti m, that though I be but Prince 
of Wales, yet I am the king of courtesy; and tell 
me flatly I am no proud Jack, like Falstaff, but 
a Corinthian, a lad of mettle, a good boy,—by 
the Lord, so they call me,—and when 1 am king 
of England, I shall command all the good lads 
in Eastcheap. They call drinking deep, dyeing 
scarlet; and when you breathe in your watering, 
they cry ‘hem!* and bid you play it off. To 
conclude, I am so good a proficient in one 
quarter of an hour, mat I can drink with any 
tinker in his own language during my life. I 
tell thee, Ned, thou hast lost much honour that 
thou wert not with me in this action. But, sweet 
Ned,—to sweeten which nameofNed, I give thee 
this pennyworth of sugar, clapped even now into 
my hand by an underskinker, one that never 
spake other English in his life than—‘Eight 
tMifngs and sixpence.’ and—‘You are welcome,' 
with this shrill addition,—'Anon, anon, sir I 
Score a pint of bastard in the Half-moon,’ or 
so. But, Ned, to drive away the time till Falstaff 

whfle’l question my puny drawer to What end 
he gave me the sugar; and do thou never leave 
calling ‘Francis!’ that Ms tale to me may be 
nothing but ‘ Anon.’ Step aside, and I’ll show 
thee a precedent. 37 


Poins. Francis 1 
Prince. Thou art perfect. 

Poins. Francis 1 {Exit poins. 

Enter prancis. 

Fran. Anon, anon, sir. Look down into the 
Pomgarnet, Ralph. 

Prince. Come hither, Francis. 

Fran. My lord. 44 

Prince. How long hast thou to serve, Francis ? 
Fran. F oraooth, five years, andas much as to— 
Poins. [ Within.) Francis! 

Fran. Anon, anon. sir. 48 

Prince. Five years 1 by ’r lady a long lease for 
the clinking of pewter. But, Francis, darest 
thou be so valiant as to play the coward with 
thy indenture and show it a fair pair of heels 
and run from it? 53 

Fran. O Lord, sir! I’ll be sworn upon all the 
books in England, 1 could find in my heart— 
Poins. [ Within .) Francis! 36 

Fran. Anon, sir. 

Prince. How old art thou, Francis? 

Fran. Let me see—about Michaelmas next I 
shall be— 60 

Poins. {Within.] Frauds 1 
Fran. Anon, sir. Pray you, stay a little, my 
lord. 

Prince. Nay, but hark you, Francis. For the 
sugar thou gavest me, 'twas a pennyworth, 
was't not? 66 

Fran. O Lord, air! I would it had been two. 
Prince. I will give thee for it a thousand 
pound: ask me when thou wilt and thou shalt 
nave it. 

Poins. {Within.] Francis! 

Fran. Anon, anon. 73 

Prince. Anon, Francis? No, Francis: but 
to-morrow, Francis; or, Francis, o' Thurs¬ 
day; or, indeed, Francis, when thou wilt. But, 
Francis! 

Fran. My lord? 

Prince. Wilt thou rob this leathern-jerkin, 
crystal-button, knot-pated, agate-ring, puke- 
stocking,caddis-garter,smooth-tongue,Span! sh- 
pouch,— 81 

Fran. O Lord, sir, who do you mean? 
Prince. Why then, your brown bastard is 
your only drink; for, look vou, Francis, your 
white canvas doublet will sully. In Barbary, sir, 
it cannot come to so much. 

Fran. What, sir? 

Poins. [Within.] Francis! 88 

Prince. Away, you rogue! Dost thou not 
hear them call? 

{Here they both call him; the Drawer stands 
amazed, not knowing which way to go. 

Enter vintner. 

Vint. What! standest thou still, and hearest 
such a calling? Look to the guests within. 
|Exit francis. 1 My lord, old Sir John, with 
half a dozen more, are at the door: shall I let 
them in? 

Prince. Let them alone awhile, and then 
open the door. {Exit vintner.] Poins! 97 
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Re-enter poms. 

Point. Anon, anon, air. 

Prince. Sirrah, Falstaff and the rest of the 
thieves are at the door: shall we be mem'? too 
Point. As merry as crickets, my lad. But 
hark ye; what cunning match have you made 
with this jest of the drawer? come, what’s the 
issue? 104 

Prince. I am now of all humours that have 
allow'd themselves humours since the old days 
of goodman Adam to the pupil age of this 
present twelve o’clock at midnight. [Francis 
crosses the stage , with wine.] What’s o’clock, 
Francis? no 

Fran. Anon, anon, sir. [Exit. 

Prince. That ever this fellow should have 
fewer words than a parrot, and yet the son of a 
woman! His industry is up-stairs and down¬ 
stairs; his eloquence the parcel of a reckoning. 
I am not yet of Percy’s mind, the Hotspur of the 
North; he that kills me some six or seven dozen 
of Scots at a breakfast, washes his hands, and 
says to his wife, ‘Fie upon this quiet life! 1 
want work.* ‘O my sweet Harry,’says she,‘how 
many hast thou kflled to-day? ‘Give my roan 
horse a drench,* says he, and answers, r Some 
fourteen,’ an hour after, ‘a trifle, a trifle.’ I 
prithee call in Falstaff: I’ll play Percy, and that 
damned brawn shall play Dame Mortimer his 
wife. ‘Rivol’ says the drunkard. Call in ribs, 
call in tallow. 127 


Enter falstaff, oadshill, bakdolfh, mo, 
and Francis. 

Point. Welcome, Jack:where hast thou been? 

Pal. A plague of all cowards, I say, and a 
vengeance too! marry, and amen! Give me a 
cup of sack, boy. Eie I lead this life long, 
I’ll sew nether-stocks and mend them and foot 
them too. A plague of all cowards! Give me a 
cup of sack, rogue.—Is there no virtue extant? 

[He drinks. 

Prince. Didst thou never see Titan kiss a dish 
of butter—pitiful-hearted Titan, that melted at 
the sweet tale of the sun? if thou didst then 
behold that compound. >3* 

Pal. You rogue, here’s lime in this sack too: 
there is nothing but roguery to be found In 
villanous man: yet a coward is worse than a cup 
of sack with lime in it, a villanous coward! Go 
thy ways, old Jack; die when thou wilt If man¬ 
hood, good manhood, be not forgot upon the 
race of the earth, then am I a shotten hfesring. 
There live not three good men unhanged in 
England, and one of them is fat and grows old: 
God help the while I a bad world, I say. I would 
I were a weaver; I could sing psalms or any¬ 
thing. A plague of all cowards. I say still. 

Prince. How now, wool-sack! what mutter 
you? 152 

Pal. A king’s son! If I do not beat thee out 
of thy kingdom with a dagger of lath, and drive 
thy subjects afore thee like a flock of wild 
I’ll never wear hair on my face more. 

You Prince of Wales! «? 


Prince. Why, you whoreson round ihm, 
what’s the matter? 

Pal. Are you not a coward? answer me to 
that; and Poins there ? its 

Point. ’Zounds! ye fat paunch, an ye call 
me coward. I’ll stab thee. 

Fat. I call thee coward! I’ll see thee damned 
ere I call thee coward; but I would give a thou¬ 
sand pound I could run as fast as thou canst. 
You are straight enough in the shoulders; you 
care not who sees your hack: call you that back¬ 
ing of your friends? A plague upon such back¬ 
ing! give me them that will face me. Give me 
a cup of sack; I am a rogue if I drunk to¬ 
day. 172 

Prince. O villain! thy lips are scarce wiped 
since thou drunkest last. 

Fal. All’s one for that [He drinks.] A 
ue of all cowards, still say I. 176 

Vince. What’s the matter? 

Fal. What’s the matter? there be four of us 
here have ta’en a thousand pound this day 
morning. tSo 

Prince. Where is it. Jack? where is it? 

Fal. Where is it! taken from us it is: a hun¬ 
dred upon poor four of us. 

Prince. What a hundred, man? 184 

Fal. I am a rogue, if I were not at half-sword 
with a dozen of them two hours together. I 
have ‘scap’d by miracle. I am eight times thrust 
through the doublet, four through the hose: 
my buckler cut through and through; my sword 
hacked like a hand-saw: ecce signuml I never 
dealt better since I was a man: all would not 
do. A plague of all cowards! Let them speak: 
if they speak more or lees than truth, they are 
villains and the sons of darkness. 

Prince. Speak, sits; how was it? 

Gads. We four set upon some dozen,—196 
Fal. Sixteen, at least, my lord. 

Gads. And bound them. 

Peto. No, no, they were not bound. 

Fal. You rogue, they were bound, every 
man of them; or I am a Jew else, an Ebrew 
Jew. 

Gads. As we were sharing, some six or seven 
fresh men set upon us,— 204 

Fal. And unbound the rest, and then come 
in the other. 

Prince. What, fought ye with them all? 

Fal. All! I know not what ye call all; but if 
I fought not with fifty of them, I am a bunch of 
radish: if there were not two or three and fifty 
upon poor old Jack, then am I no two-legged 
creature. 212 

Prince. Prey God you have not murdered 
some of them. 

Fal. Nay, that’s past praying for: I have 
peppered two of them: two I am sure I have 
paid, two rogues in buckram suits. I tell thee 
what, Hal, if I tell thee a Ue, spit in my face, call 
me hone. Thou knowest my old ward; here I 
lay, and thus I brae my point. Four rogues in 
buckram let drive at me,— 221 

Prince. What, four? thou aaidst but two 
even now. 
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Fal. Four, Hal: I told thee four. 

Pains. Ay, ay, he said four. 

Fal. These four came all a-front, and mainly 
thrust at me. I made me no more ado but took 
all their seven points in my target, thus. 228 
Prince. Seven? why, there were but four even 
now. 

Fal. In buckram. 

Poms. Ay, four, in buckram suits. 23a 

Fal. Seven, by these hilts, or I am a villain 
else. 

Prince. Prithee, let him alone; we shall have 
more anon. 236 

Fal. Dost thou hear me, Hal? 

Prince. Ay, and mark thee too, lack. 

Fal. Do so, for it is worth the listening to. 
These nine in buckram that I told thee of,— *40 
Prince. So, two more already. 

Fal. Their points being broken,— 

Pains. Down fell their hose. 

Fal. Began to give me ground; but I fol¬ 
lowed me close, came in foot and hand and 
with a thought seven of the eleven I paid. 

Prince. O monstrous! eleven buckram men 
grown out of two. *48 

Fal. But, as the devil would have it, three 
misbegotten knaves in Kendal-green came at my 
back and let drive at me; for it was so dark, 
Hal, that thou couldst not see thy hand. *5» 
Prince. These lies are like the father that be¬ 
gets them; gross os a mountain, open, palpable. 
Why, thou day-brained guts, thou knotty-pated 
fool, thou whoreson, obscene, greasy tallow- 
ketch,— *57 

Fal. What, art thou mad? art thou mad? 
is not the truth the truth? 

Prince. Why, how couldst thou know these 
men in Kendal-green, when it was so dark thou 
couldst not see thy hand? come, tell us your 
reason: what saycst thou to this? *63 

Pains. Come, your reason, Jack.your reason. 
Fal. What, upon compulsion? ‘Zounds 1 an 
I were at the strappado, or all the racks in the 
world, I would not tellyou on compulsion. Give 
you a reason on compulsion! if reasons were as 
plenty as blackberries I would give no man a 
reason upon compulsion, I. 270 

Prince. I'll be no longer guilty of this sin: 
this sanguine coward, this bed-presser, this 
horseback-breaker, this huge hill of flesh:— 273 
Fal. ’Sblood,youstarvebng,youelf-slan,you 
dried neat’s-tongue, you bull’s pirzle, you stock¬ 
fish! Oi for breath to utter what is like thee; 
you tailor’s yard, you sheath, you bow-case, you 
vile standing-tuck;— 278 
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as nimbly, with as quick dexterity, and roared 


for mercy, and still ran and roared, as ever I 
heard bull-calf. What a slave art thou, to hack 
thy sword as thou hast done, and then say it 
was in fight I What trick, what device, what 
stardng-hole canst thou now find out td hide 
thee from this open and apparent shame? 296 
Pains. Come, let's bear. Jack; what trick 
hast thou now? 

Fal. By the Lord, I knew ye as well as he 
that made ye. Why, hear you, my masters: was 
it for me to kill the heir-apparent? Shouldlturo 
upon the true prince? Why, thou knowest I am 
as valiant as Hercules; but beware instinct; the 
lion will not touch the true prince. Instinct is 
a great matter, I was a coward on instinct. I 
shall think the better of myself and thee during 
my life; 1 for a valiant lion, and thou for a true 
prince. But, by the Lord, lads, I am glad you 
have the money. Hostess, clap to the doors: 
watch to-night, pray to-morrow. Gallants, lads, 
boys, hearts of gold, ail the titles of good fellow¬ 
ship come to you! What! shall we be merry? 
shall we have a play extempore? 313 

Prince. Content; and the argument shall be 
thy running away. 

Fal. Ah 1 no more of that, Hal, an thou lovest 
met 337 

h..ter MtSTRfSS QUICKLY. 

Quick. O Jesnl my lord the prince! 

Prince. How now, my lady the hostess! what 
sayest thou to me ? 320 

Quick. Many, my lord, there is a nobleman 
of me court at door would speak with you: he 
says he comes from your father. 

Prince. Give him as much as will make bfan a 
royal man, and send him back again to my mother. 
Fal. What manner of man is he? 3*6 

Quick. An old man. 

Fal. What doth gravity ont of his bed at 
midnight? Shall I give him his answer? 

Prince. Prithee, do, Jack. ,30 

Fal. Faith, and I'll send him packing. \Exit. 
Prince. Now, sirs: by’r lady, you fought fair; 
so did you, Peto; so did you, Bardolph: you are 
lions too, you ran away upon instinct, you will 
not touch the true prince; no, fie! 

Bard. Faith, I ran when I saw others run. 33« 
Prince. Faith, tell me now in earnest, how 
came Falstaff’s sword so hacked? 


Peto. Why. he Y .eked it with his dagger, and 
said he would swear troth out of England but 
he would make you believe it was done in fight. 
Prince. Well, breathe awhile, and then to it and persuaded us to do the like. 34* 

Bard. Yea, and to tickle our noses with 
spear-grass to make them bleed, and then to be- 
slubber our garments with it and swear it 
was the blood of true men. I did that I did not 
this seven year before; I blushed to hear his 


jrrince. vycii, orcauic uwmic. auu uicn « 

again; and when thou hast tired thyself in base 
comparisons, hear me speak but this. 281 
Poins. Mark, Jack. 

Prince. We two saw you four set on four and 
you bound them, and were masters of their 


wealth. Mark now, how a plain tale shall put monstrous devices. »» 

you down. Then did we two set on you four, and, Prince. O villain! thou stalest a cup of tack 
with a word, out-faced you from your prize, and- eighteen yean ago, and wert taken with the 
have it; yea, and can show it you here in the manner, and ever rinee thou bast blushed ex- 
house. And,Falstaff,youcarriedyourgutsaway tempore. Thou hadst hr e and rword on thy side. 


348 
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and yrt thou ranneet away. What instinct 
hadst thou for it? 

Bard, i Pointing to his face.} My lord, do you 
ice these meteors ? do you behold these exhala¬ 
tions? ,,7 

Prince. I do. 

Bard. What think you they portend? 

Prince. Hotliversandcold purses. 360 

Bard. Choler, my lord, if rightly taken. 

Prince. No, if rightly taken, halter.— 


Re-enter rAlSTAFF. 

Here comes lean Jack, here comes bare-bone.— 
How now, my sweet creature of bombast! How 
long is’t ago, Jack, since thou sawest thine own 
knee? 36s 

Fal. My own knee! when X was about thy 
years, Hal, I was not an eagle's talon in the 
waist; I could have crept into any alderman’s 
thumb-ring. A plague of sighing and grief! it 
blows a man up like a bladder. There’s villan- 
ous news abroad: here was Sir John Bracy from 
your father; you must to the court in the morn¬ 
ing. That same mad fellow of the north, Percy, 
and he of Wales, that gave Amaimon the basti¬ 
nado and made Lucifer cuckold, and swore 
the devil his true liegeman upon the cross of a 
Welsh hook—what a plague call you him? 378 
Pains. Owen Glendower. 

Fal. Owen, Owen, the same; and his son-in- 
law Mortimer and old Northumberland; and 
that sprightly Scot of Scots, Douglas, that runs 
o' horseback up a hill perpendicular. 

Prince. He that rides at high speed and with 
his pistol kills a sparrow flying. 38s 

Fal. You have hit it. 

Prince. So did he never the sparrow. 

Fat. Well, that rascal hath good mettle in 
him; he win not run. 389 

Prince. Why, what a rascal art thou then to 
praise him so for running! 

Fal. O’ horseback, ye cuckoo! but, afoot he 
will not budge a foot 393 

Prince. Yes, Jack, upon instinct. 

Fal. I grant ye, upon instinct Well, he is 
there too, and one Mordake, and a thousand 
blue-caps more. Worcester is stolen away to¬ 
night; thy father’s beard is turned white with 
the news; you may buy land now as cheap as 
stinking mackerel. 400 

Prince. Why then, it is like, if there come a 
hot June and this civil buffeting hold, we shall 
buy maidenheads as they buy hob-nails, by the 
hundreds. 404 

Pal. By the mass, lad, thou sayest true; it is 
like we shall have good trading that way. But 
tell me, Hal, art thou not horribly afeard? thou 
being heir apparent, could the world pick thee 
out three such enemies again as that fiend 
Douglas, that spirit Percy, and that devil Glen¬ 
dower? Art thou not horribly aftaid? doth not 
tby blood thrill at it? 4 « 

,, Prince. Not a whit, i’ faith; I lack some of 

tt/instinct. 

Fal Wen, thou wilt be horribly chid to¬ 


morrow when thou comest to thy father: If 
thou love me, practise an answer. 417 

Prince. Do thou stand for my father, and 
examine me upon the particulars of my life. 

Fal. Shall 1 ? content: this chair shall be my 
state, this dagger my sceptre, and this cushion 
my crown. 43s 

Prince. Thy state is taken for a joint-stool, 
thy golden sceptre for a leaden dagger, and thy 
precious rich crown for a pitiful bald crown I 4*5 
Fal. Well, an the fire of grace be not quite 
out of thee, now shalt thou be moved. Give me 
a cup of sack to make mine eyes look red, that it 
may be thought I have wept; for I must speak 
in passion, and I will do it in King Cambyses’ 
vein. [ Drinks. 

Prince. Well, here is my leg. {Maker a bow. 
Fal. And here is my speech. Stand aside, 
nobility. 434 

Quick. O Jesu! This is excellent sport,!’faith! 
Fal. Weep not, sweet queen, for trickling 
tears are vain. 436 

Quick. O, the father! how he holds his coun¬ 
tenance. 

Fal. For God’s sake, lords, convey my trist¬ 
ful queen, 

Quick. O Jesu! he dot! it as like^oh^of 
these harlotry players as ever I see! 

Fal. Peace, good pint-pot! peace, good tickle- 
brain! Harry,I do not only marvel where thou 
spendest thy time, but also how thou art accom¬ 
panied ; for though the camomile, the more it is 
trodden on the faster it grows, yet youth, the 
more it is wasted the sooner it wears. That thou 
art my son, I have partly thy mother's word, part¬ 
ly my own opinion; but chiefly, a villanous trick 
of thine eye and a foolish hanging of thy nether 
lip, that doth warrant me. Ifthenthoubesonto 
me, here lies the point; why, being son to me, 
art thou so pointed at? Shall the blessed sun of 
heaven prove a micher and eat blackberries? a 
question not to be asked. Shall the son of Eng¬ 
land prove a thief and take purses? a question 
to be asked. There is a thing, Hairy, which thou 
hast often heard of, and it is known to many in 
our land by the name of pitch: this pitch, as an¬ 
cient writers do report, doth defile; so doth the 
company thou keepest; for, Harry, now I do not 
speak to thee in drink, but in tears, not in plea¬ 
sure but in passion, not in words only, but in 
woes also. And yet there is a virtuous man 
whom I have often noted in thy company, but I 
know not bis name. 467 

Prince. What manner qfman, an it like your 
majesty? 

Fal. A goodly portly man, i' faith, and a cor- 


some fifty, or by*r lady, inclining to threescore, 
and now I remember me, his name Is Falstaff; if 
that man should be lewdly given, he deceiveth 
me; for, Harry, I see virtue in his locks. If then 
the tree may be known by the ftuit, as the ftult 
ptorily I speak it, them la 
him keep with, the net 
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Re-enter mistress quickly. 


Quick. O Jem! my lord, my lord! 


»■ 


banish. And tell me now, thou naughty varlet, 
tell me, when hast thou been this month; 

Prptce. Dost thou speak like a king? Do 

thou stand for me, andTO play my father. 483 Prince. Heigh, heigh! the devil rides upon a 
Fat. Depose me? if thou dost it half so fiddle-stick: what's the matter? 
gravely, so majestically, both in word and “ 

matte, bang me up by the heels for a rabbit- 
sucker or apoulter s hare. 


Prince. Well, here I am set. 488 

Fal. And here I stand. Judge, my masters. 
Prince. Now, Harry! whence come you? 
Fat. My noble lord, from Eastcheap. 
Prince. The complaints I hear of thee are 
grievous. 493 

Fal. ’Sblood, my lord, they are false: nay, 
TO tickle ye for a young prince, i’ faith. 

Prince. Swearest thoujmgradous boy? hence¬ 
forth ne’er look on me. Thou art violently car¬ 
ried away from grace: there is a devil haunts 
thee in the likeness of a fat old man 
man is 

verse with that trunk of humours, that boldng- 


Quick. The sheriff and all the watch are at 
the door: they are come to search the house. 
Shall I let them in? 346 

Fal. Dost thou hear, Hal ? never call a true 
piece of gold a counterfeit: thou art essentially 
mad without seeming so. 349 

Prince. And thou a natural coward without 
instinct. 

Fal. I deny your major. If you will deny the 
sheriff, so; if not, let him enter: if I become not 
a cart as well as another man, a plague on my 
>• bringing up! I hope I shall as soon be strangled 
- with a halter as another. 336 


c -, , ,. Prince. Go, hide thee behind the arras: the 

the likeness of a fat old man: a tun of rest walk up above. Now, my masters, for a 
thy companion. Why dost thou con- true face and good conscience. 


Fal. Both which I have had; but their date 
is out, and therefore TO hide me. 361 

IExeunt all but the prince and PTro. 
Prince. Call in the sheriff. 


S4«SV UUfiV UVU1LHUU of sack, that stuffed cloak- 
bag ofjguts, thatjoasted^Manningtree ox with 

grey*iniquity, thaHhtfier ruffian, that vamty in 
years? Wherein is he good but to taste sack and 
drink it? wherein neat anH H«aniy hut to carve 
a capon arid eat it? wherein cunning but in Now, master sheriff, what’s your will with me? 
craft? wherein crafty but in villany? wherein Shier. First, pardon me, my lord. A hue and 
villanous but in all things ? wherein worthy but cry 364 

in nothing? _ 31a Hath follow’d certain men unto this bouse. 


Enter Sheriff and Carrier. 


Fal. I would your Grace would take me with 
you: whom means your Grace? 

Prince. That villanous abominable misleader 
of youth, Falstaff, that old white-bearded Satan. 
Fal. My lord, the man I know. 317 

Prince. I know thou dost 
Fal. But to say I know more harm in him 
than! in myself were to say more than I know. 
That he is old, the more the pity, his white 


Prince. What men? 

Sher. One oftfaem is well known, my gracious 
lord, 

A gross fat man. 

Car. As fat as butter. 56S 

Prince. The man, I do assure you, is not here. 
For I myself at this time have employ’d him. 
And, sheriff I will engage my word to thee, 
That I will, by to-morrow dinnw-time, 37s 


hairs do witness it; but that he is, saving your Send him to answer thee, or any man. 


reverence, a whoremaster, that I utterly deny. 
If sack and sugar be a fhult, God help the 
wicked 1 If to be old and merry be a sin, then 
many an old host that I know u damned: if to 
be fat be to be hated, then Pharaoh’s lean Idne 
are to be loved. No, my good lord: banishPeto, 
banish Bardolph, banish Pains: but for sweet 
Jade Falstaff, kind Jack Falstaff, true Jack Fal¬ 
staff, valiant Jack Falstaff, and therefore more 
valiant, being, as he is, old Jack Falstaff, banish 
not him thy Harry’s company: banish not him 
thy Harry’s company: banish plump Jack, and 
»nMi au the world. 333 

Prince. I do, I wilL [A knocking heard. 
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For anything he shall be charg’d withal: 

And so let me entreat you leave the house. 
Sher, I will, my lord. There are two gentle¬ 
men 376 

Have in this robbery lost three hundred marks. 
Prince. Itmaybcso:lfhehaverobb’dthese 
icon. 

He shall be answerable; and so farewell. 

Sher. Good night, my noble lord. 580 

Prince. I think it is good morrow, is it not? 
Sher. Indeed, my lord, I think It be two 
o’clock. [Exeunt Sheriff and Carrier. 
Prince. This oily rascal is known as well as 
Paul’s. 

5«4 


{Exeunt mistress quickly, Francis, and Go, call him forth. 314 

bardolph. Peto. Falstaff! fast asleep behind the arras, 
M)d snorting like a hone. 

Prince. Hark, how hard he fetches breath. 
Search Ms pockets. [He tearcheth Ida pockets, 
and findeth certain papers.) What hast thou 
found? 390 

Peto. Nothing but papers, my lord. 

Prince. Let’s see what they be: read them. 


Re-enter bardolpb, naming. 

Bard. O! my lord, my lord, the sheriff with a 
ost monstrous watch is at the door. 


Fal. Out, ye rogue! Play out theplay: I 
have much to say in the behalf of that Falstaff. 
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Peto. Item, A capon . 2 s. 2 d. 

item, Sauce. 4 d. 

Item, Sack, two gallons . . . 5t. ad. 

Item, Anchovies and sack after supper Is. bd. 
Item, Bread. ob. 

Prince. O monstrous t but one half-penny* 
worth of bread to this Intolerable deal of sack I 
What there is elsejkecp close; we'U read it at 
more advantage. There let him sleep till day. 
I’ll to the court in the morning. We must all to 
the wan, and thy place shall be honourable. I’ll 
procure this fat rogue a charge of foot; and, 
I know-his death will be a march of twelve- 
score. The money shall be paid back again 
with advantage. Be with me betimes in the 
morning; and so good morrow, Peto. 60S 
Peto. Good morrow, good my lord. lExeunt. 


ACT in 

Scene I. — Bangor. A Room in the 
Archdeacon’s House. 

Enter hotspur, Worcester, Mortimer, and 

OLSNDOWER. 

Mart. These promises are fair, the parties 
sure, 

And our induction full of prosperous hope. 

Hot. Lord Mortimer, and cousin Glendower, 
Will you ait down? 4 

And uncle Worcester: a plague upon it! 

I have forgot the map. 

Glend. No, here it is. 

Sit, cousin Percy; sit, good cousin Hotspur; 
For by that name as oft as Lancaster 8 
Doth speak of you, his cheek looks pale and with 
A rising sigh he wishes you in heaven. 

Hot. And you in hell, as often as he hears 
Owen Glendower spoke of. is 

Glend. I cannot blame him: at my nativity 
The front of heaven was frill of fiery shapes. 
Of burning cressets; and at my birth 
The frame and huge foundation of the earth 16 
Shafd like a coward. 

Hot. Why, so it would have done at the same 
season, if your mother's cat had but kittened, 
though yourself had never been bom. so 

Glend. I say the earth did shake when I was 
bom. 

Hot. Andltay the earth was not of my mind. 
If you suppose as fearing you it shook. 

Glend. The heavens were all on fire, the earth 
did tremble. >4 

Hot. O! then the earth shook to see the 
heavens on fire, 

And not in fear of your nativity. 

Diseased nature oftentimes breaks forth 
In strange eruptions; oft the teeming earth ss 
Is with a kind of coUc pinch’d and vex’d 
By ike imprisoning of unruly wind 
Within her womb; which, for enlargement 
striving, 

Shakes the old beldam earth, and topples down 


Steeples and moss-grown towers. At your 
birth 33 

Our grandam earth, having this distemperature. 
In passion shook. 

Glend. Cousin, of many men 

I do not bear these crossings. Give me leave 36 
To tell you once again that at my birth 
The front of heaven was full of fiery shapes. 
The goats ran from the mountains, and the 
herds 

Were strangely clamorous to the frighted fields. 
These signs have mark’d me extraordinary; 4> 
And all the courses of my life do show 
I am not in the roll of common men. 

Where Is he living, clipp’d in with the sea 44 
That chides the banks of England, Scotland, 
Wales, 

Which calls me pupil, or hath read to me? 

And bring him out that is but woman’s son 
Can trace me in the tedious ways of art 48 
And hold me pace in deep experiments. 

Hot. I think there’s no man speaks better 
Welsh. 

I’ll to dinner. 

Mon. Peace, cousin Percy! you will make 
him mad. 32 

Glend. I can call spirits from the vasty deep. 
Hot. Why, so can I, or so can any man; 

But will they come when you do call for them? 
Glend. Why, I can teach thee, cousin, to 
command 36 

The devil. 

Hot. And I can teach thee, coz, to shame the 
devil 

By telling truth: tell truth and shame the devil. 
If thou nave power to raise him, bring him 
hither, 60 

And I’ll be sworn I have power to shame him 
hence. 

O! while you live, tell truth and shame the devil! 
Mart. Come, come; 

No more of this unprofitable chat. 64 

Glend. Three times hath Henry Bolingbroke 
made head 

Against my power; thrice from the banks of 
Wye 

And sandy-bottom'd Severn have I sent him 
Bootless home and weather-beaten back. 68 
Hot. Home without boots, and in foul wea¬ 
ther toot 

How ’scapes he agues, in the devil’s name? 
Glend. Come, one’s the map: shall we divide 
our right 

According to our threefold order ta’en? 7a 
Mart. The archdeacon hath divided it 
Into three limits very equally. 

England, from Trent and Severn hitherto. 

By south and east, is to my part assign'd: 76 
All westward, Wales beyond the Severn shore, 
And all the fertile land within that bound, 

To Owen Glendower: and, dear coz, to you 
The rejnnant:;j"thward, lying off from Trent. So 
And our indentures tripartite are drawn. 
Which being sealed interchangeably, 

A business that this night may execute. 
To-morrow, cousin Percy, you and I S4 
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And my good Lord of Worcester will set forth 
lo meet your father and the Scottish power. 
As is appointed us, at Shrewsbury. 

My father Glendower is not ready yet, 88 
Nor shall we need his help these fourteen days. 
[To glendower.] Within that space you may 
have drawn together 

Your tenants, friends, and neighbouring gentle¬ 
men. 

Glend. A shorter tune shall send me to you, 
lords; 9 » 

And in my conduct shall your ladies come. 
From whom you now must steal and take no 
leave; 

For there will be a world of water shed 
Upon the parting of your wives and you. 96 
Hot. Methinks my moiety, north from Bur¬ 
ton here. 

In quantity equals not one of yours: 

See how this river comes me cranking in. 

And cuts me from the best of all my land 100 
A huge half-moon, a monstrous cantie out 
I’ll have the current in this place damm’d up. 
And here the smug and silver Trent shall run 
In a new channel, fair and evenly: 104 

It shall not wind with such a deep indent. 

To rob me of so rich a bottom here. 

Glend. Not wind! it shall, it must; you see 
it doth. 

Mart. Yea, but 108 

Mark how he bears his course, and runs me up 
With like advantage on the other side; 
Gelding the opposed continent as much. 

As on the other side it takes from you. 112 
Wor. Yea, but a little charge will trench him 
here. 

And on this north side win this cape of land; 
And then he runs straight and even. 

Hot. I'll have it so; a little charge will do it. 
Glend. I will not have it alter’d. 

Hot. Will not you? 117 

Glend. No, nor you shall not. 

Hot. Who shall say me nay ? 

Glend. Why, that will I. 

Hot. Let me not understand you then: 
Speak it in Welsh. 120 

Glend. I can speak English, lord, as well as 


you. 

For I was train'd up in the English court; 
Where, being but young, I framed to the harp 
Many an English ditty lovely weO, 124 

And gave the tongue an helpful ornament; 

A virtue that was never seen in you. 

Hot. Marry, and I’m glad of It with all my 
h ea rt. 

I had rather be a kitten, and cry mew 128 
Than one of these same metre ballad-mongers; 
I bad rather hear a brazen cans tick turn’d. 
Or a dry wheel grate on the axle-tree; 

And that would set my teeth nothing on edge, 
Nothing so much as mincing poetry: 133 

Tis like the forc’d gait of a shuffling nag. 
Glend. Come, you shall have Trent turn’d. 
Hot. I do not care: 111 give thrice so much 
Imt 234 

To any woB-deaerving Head: 


But in the way of bargain, mark you me, 

I’U cavil on the ninth part of a hair. 

Are the indentures drawn? shall we be gone? 
Glend. The moon shines fair, you may away 
by night: 241 

I’ll baste the writer and withal 
Break with your wives of your departure hence: 
I am afraid my daughter will run mad, 144 
So much she doteth on her Mortimer. [Exit. 
Mart. Fie, cousin Percy! how you cross my 
father 1 

Hot. I cannot choose: sometimes he angers 


With telling me of the moldwarp and the ant. 
Of the dreamer Merlin and his prophecies, 149 
And of a dragon, and a Unless fish, 

A clip-wing‘d griffin, and a moulten raven, 

A couching lion, and a ramping cat, 132 
And such a deal of skimble-skamble stuff 
As puts me from my faith. I’U teU thee what; 
He held me last night at least nine hours 
In reckoning up the several devils’ names 136 
That were his lackeys: 1 cried ‘ hum 1 ’ and * well, 
go to.’ 

But mark’d him not a word. 01 he’s as tedious 
As a tired horse, a railing wife; 

Worse than a smoky house. 1 had rather live 
With cheese and garlick in a windmill, far, 161 
Than feed on cates and have him talk to me 
In any summer-house in Christendom. 

Mort. In faith, he is a worthy gentleman, 164 
Exceedingly weU read, and profited 
In strange concealments, valiant as a lion 
And wondrous affable, and as bountiful 
As mines of India. Shall I teU you, cousin? 168 
He holds your temper in a high respect. 

And curbs himself even of his natural scope 
When you do cross his humour; faith, he does. 
I warrant you, that man is not alive 272 

Might so nave tempted him as you have done. 
Without the taste of danger and reproof: 

But do not use it oft, let me entreat you. 

Wor. In faith, my lord, yon are too wilfUl- 
blame; - « 7 * 

And since your coming hither have done enough 
To put him quite beside his patience. 

You must needs learn, lord, to amend this fault: 
Though sometimes it show greatness, courage, 
blood.— i 8 o 

And that’s the dearest grace it renders you,— 
Yet oftentimes it doth present harsh rage. 
Defect of manners, want of government. 

Pride, haughtiness, opinion, and disdain: 184 
The least of which haunting a nobleman 
Loseth men’s hearts and leave* behind a stain 
Upon the beauty of all parts besides, 
Beguiling them of commendation. 18s 

Hot. well, i am school’d; good manners be 
your speed! 

Here come our wives, and let us take our leave. 


Re-enter oundowii, with the Ladle*. 
Mort. This is the deadly spite that angen me, 
My wife can speak no English, I no Welsh. 192 
Glend. My daughter weeps; she will not part 
with yon: 
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She’ll be a soldier too: she ll to the wars. 

Mori. Good father, tell her that she and my 
aunt Percy, 

Shall follow in your conduct speedily. 196 

[GLENDOWER speaks to UUOY MORTIMER 
in Welsh, mid she answers him in the 
same. 
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Hot. To the Welsh lady’s bed. 

Lady P. What’s that? 

Hot. Peace! she sings. 348 

{A Welsh song sung by lady MORTIMER. 
Hot. Come, Kate, I’ll nave your song too. 
Lady P. Not mine, in good sooth. 

Hot. Not yours, ‘in good sooth!’ Heart! 


Glend. She’s desperate here; a peevish self- you swear like a comfit-maker's wife! Notyou, 
will’d harlotry, one that no persuasion can do 'in good sooth;’ and, 'as true as I live;* and. 
good upon. [She speaks to Mortimer in Welsh. ‘ as God shall mend me; ’ and, ‘ as sure as day:* 
Mart. I understand thy looks; that pretty And giv’st such sarcenet surety for thy oaths, 
Welsh aoo As if thou never walk’dst further than Fins- 

Which thou pour’s! down from these swelling bury. 356 

heavens Swear me, Kate, like a lady as thou art, 

I am too perfect in; and, but for shame, A good mouth-filling oath; and leave‘in sooth,’ 

In such a parley would I answer thee. And such protest of pepper-gingerbread, 

{She speaks again. To velvet-guards and Sunday-citizens. 360 
I understand thy kisses and thou mine, 204 Come, sing. 

And that’s a feeling disputation: Lady P. I will not sing. 

But I will never be a truant, love, Hot. Tis the nest way to turn tailor or be 

Till I have team'd thy language; for thy tongue red-breast teacher. An the indentures be drawn. 
Makes Welsh as sweet as ditties highly penn'd, I'll away within these two hours; and so, come 
Sung by a fair queen in a summer’s bower, 209 in when ye will. {Exit. 

With ravishing division, to her lute. Glend. Come, come, Lord Mortimer; you are 

Glend. Nay, if you melt, then will she run as slow 

mad. {She speaks again. As hot Lord Percy is on fire to go. 268 


Mart. Ol I am ignorance itself in this. 

Glend. She bids you 
Upon the wanton rushes lay you down 
And rest your gentle head upon her lap. 

And she will sing the song that pleaseth you, 
And on your eye-lids crown the god of sleep, 217 
Charming your blood with pleasing heaviness. 
Making such difference 'twist wake and sleep 
As is the difference between day and night 220 
The hour before the heavenly-haraess’ateam 


By this our book is drawn; we will but seal. 
And then to horse immediately. 

Afort. With all my heart {Exeunt. 


Scene IL — London. A Room in the Palace. 
Enter king henry, the prince, and Lords. 

K. Hen. Lords, give us leave; the Prince of 
Wales and I 

Must have some private conference: but be near 
Begins his golden progress in the east. at hand, 

More. With all my heart I’ll sit and hear her For we shall presently have need of you. 
sing: {Exeunt Lords. 

By that time will our book, I think, be drawn. 1 know not whether God will have it so, 4 
Glend. Do so; 225 For some displeasing service I have done. 

And those musicians that shall play to yon That, in his secret doom, out of my blood 
Kang in the air a thousand leaguesnom hence. He’ll breed revengement and a scourge for me; 

And straight they ahull be here: sit, and at- But thou dost in thy passages of life 8 

tend. 228 Make me believe that thou art only mark’d 

Hot. Come, Kate, thou art perfect in lying For the hot vengeance and the rod of heaven 
down: come, quick, quick, that 1 may lay my To punish my mistreadings. Tell me else, 
head In thy lap. Could such inordinate and low desires, 12 

Lady P. Go, ye giddy goose. 232 Such poor, such bare, such lewd, such mean 

[olendower speaks some Welsh words, attempts, , ^ 

and music is heard. Such barren pleasures, rude society. 

Hot. Now I perceive the devil understands As thou art match'd withal and grafted to, 
Welsh; Accompany the greatness of thy blood is 

And ’tis no marvel he is so humorous. And hold their level with thy princely heart? 

By’r lady, he’s a good musician. Prince. So please your majesty, I would 1 

Lady P. Then should you be nothing but could 
musical for you are altogether governed by Quit all offences with as dear excuse 
humours. Lie stfil, ye thief, and hear the lady As well as I am doubtless I can purge so 
sing in Welsh. Myself of many I am charged withal: 

Hot. I had rather hear Lady, my brach, howl Yet such extenuation let me beg. 
in Irish. 240 As, in reproof of many tales devird, 

LadyP. Wouldst thou ha vt thy head broken ? Which oft the ear of greatness needs must hear. 
Hot. No. By smiling pick-thanks and base newsmongers, 

Lady P. Then be stfll. I may, for some things true, wherein my youth 

Hot. Neither; 'tis a woman’s fault 244 Hath faulty wander’d and irregular. 

Lady P. Now, God help thee! Find pardon on my true submtostoo. ■ 
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K. Ben. God pardon thee! yet let me wonder, 
Harry, 

At thy affections, which do hold a wing 
“ dte from the flight of all thy ancestors, 
place in council thou hast rudely lost, 32 

_Jh by thy younger brother is supplied. 

And art almost an alien to the hearts 
Of all the court and princes of my blood. 

The hope and expectation of thy time 3S 
Is ruin’d, and the soul of every man 
Prophetically do forethink thy fall. 

Had I so lavish of my presence been. 

So common-hackney'd in the eyes of men, 40 
So stale and cheap to vulgar company. 
Opinion, that did help me to the crown, 

Had still kept loyal to possession 

And left me in reputeless banishment, 44 

A fellow of no mark nor likelihood. 

By being seldom seen, I could not stir, 

But like a comet I was wonder’d at; 

That men would tell their children, ’This is he;' 
Others would say, ‘Where? which is Boling- 
broke?* 49 

And then I stole all courtesy from heaven. 
And dress’d myself in such humility 
That I did pluck allegiance from men’s hearts, 
Loud shouts and salutations from their mouths. 
Even in the presence of the crowned king. 
Thus did I keep my person fresh and new; 

My presence, like a robe pontifical, 5« 

Ne’er seen but wonder’d at; and so my state. 
Seldom but sumptuous, showed like a feast. 
And won by rareness such solemnity. 

The skipping king, he ambled up and down 60 
With shallow jesters and rash bavin wits. 
Soon kindled and soon burnt; carded his state. 
Mingled his royalty with capering fools, 

Had his great name profaned with their scorns, 
And gave his countenance, against his name, 63 
To laugh at gibing boys and stand the push 
Of every beardless vain comparative; 

Grew a companion to the common streets, 68 
Enfeoff’d himself to popularity; 

That, being daily swallow’d by men’s eyes, 
They surfeited with honey and began 
To loathe the taste of sweetness, whereof a little 
More than a little is by much too much. 73 
So, when he had occasion to be seen. 

He was but as the cuckoo is in lune. 

Heard, not regarded; seen, but with such eyes 
As, sick and blunted with community, 77 
Afford no extraordinary gaze. 

Such as is bent on sun-like majesty 
When It shines seldom in admiring eyes: 80 
But rather drows’d and hung their ey t&Is down. 
Slept in his face, and render’d such aspect 
As cloudy men use to their adversaries. 

Being with his presence glutted, gorgrd, and 
foil. 84 

And in that very line, Harry, stand’st thou; 
For thou hast lost thy princely privilege 
With vile participation: not an eye 
But is aweary of thy common sight, 81 

Save mine, which hath desir’d to see thee more; 
Which now doth that I would not have it do, 
Bdake blind itself with foolish tenderness. 


Prince. I shall hereafter, my thrice gracious 
lord, 9a 

Be more myself. 

K. Hen. For all the world, 

As thou art to this hour was Richard then 
When I from France set foot at Ravenspurgh; 
And even as I was then is Percy now. 96 
Now, by my sceptre and my soul to boot, 

He hath more worthy interest to the state 
Than thou the shadow of succession; 

For of no right, nor colour like to right, too 
He doth fill fields with harness in the realm. 
Turns head against the lion’s armed jaws. 
And, being no more in debt to years than thou. 
Leads ancient lords and reverend bishops on 
To bloody battles and to bruising arms. 103 
What never-dying honour hath he got 
Against renowned Douglas 1 whose high deeds. 
Whose hot incursions and great name in arms. 
Holds from all soldiers chief majority, 109 
And military title capital. 

Through all the kingdoms that acknowledge 
Christ. 

Thrice hath this Hotspur, Mars in swathling 
clothes, ns 

This infant warrior, in his enterprises 
Discomfited great Douglas; ta’en him once, 
Enlarged him and made a friend of him. 

To fill the mouth of deep defiance up 116 
And shake the peace and safety of our throne. 
And what say you to this? Percy, Northumber¬ 
land, 

The Archbishop’s Grace of York, Douglas, 
Mortimer, 

Capitulate against us and are up. 120 

But wherefore do I tell these news to thee? 
Why, Harry, do I tell thee of my foes. 

Which art my near'st and dearest enemy? 
Thou that art like enough, through vassal fear. 
Base Inclination, and the start of spleen, 123 

To fight against me under Percy's pay. 

To dog his heels, and curtsy at Ids frowns, 

To show how much thou art Regenerate. 118 
Prince. Do not think so; you shall not find 
it so: 

And God forgive them, that so much have 
sway’d 

Your majesty’s good thoughts away from met 
I will redeem all this on Percy’s head, 132 
And In the closing of some glorious day 
Be bold to tell you that I am your son; 

When I will wear a garment all of blood 
And stain my fevours in a bloody mask, 136 
Which, wash d away, shall scour my shame with 
It; 

And that shall be the day, whene’er it lights. 
That this same child of honour and renown. 
This gallant Hotspur, this all-praised knight. 
And your unthought-of Harry chance to meet. 
For eveiy honour sitting on his helm,— 142 

Would they were multitudes, and on my head 
My shames redoubled!—for the time will come 
That I shall make this northern youth exchange 
His glorious deeds for my indignities. 

Percy is but my factor, good my lord, 147 
To engross up glorious deeds on my behalf; 
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And I will call him to so strict account went to a bawdy-house not above once in a 

That ho shall render every glory up, quarter—of an hour; paid money that I bor- 

Yea, even the slightest worship of his time, rowed three or four times; lived well and in good 
Or I will tear the reckoning from his heart, is: compass; and now I live out of all order, out of 
This, in the name of God, I promise here: all compass. 23 

The which, if he be pleas’d Ishall perform, Bard. Why, you are so fat, Sir John, that 
I do beseech your majesty may salve you must needs be out of all compass, out of all 

The long-grown wounds of my intemperance: reasonable compass, Sir John. *6 

If not, the end of life cancels all bar. /-:, 157 Fal. Do thou amend thy face, and I’ll amend 

And I will die a hundred thousand deaths my life: thou art our admiral, thou beaiest the 


lanthorn in the poop, but ’tis in the nose of thee: 
thou art the Knight of the Burning Lamp. 

Bard. Why, Sir John, my thee does you no 
harm. 32 

Fal. No, I'll be sworn; I make as good use 
of it as many a man doth of a Death’s head, or 
a memento mori: I never see thy face but I think 
How now, good Blunt! thy looks are full of upon hell-fire and Dives that lived in purple; 
speed. for there he is in his robes, burning, burning. If 

Blunt. So hath the business that I come to thou wert any way given to virtue, I would swear 
speak of. by thy face: my oath should be, 'By this fire, 

Lord Mortimer of Scotland hath sent word 164 that’s God's angel:’ but thou art altogether 
That Douglas and the English rebels met, given over, and wert indeed, but for the light in 


Ere break the smallest parcel of this vow. 

K. Hen. A hundred thousand rebels die in 
this: 160 

Thou shalt have charge and sovereign trust 
herein. 

Enter sm Walter blunt. 


The eleventh of this month at Shrewsbury. 

A mighty and a fearful head they are,— 

If promises be kept on every hand,— >68 

As ever offer’d foul play in a state. 

K. Hen. The Earl of Westmoreland set forth 
to-day. 

With him my son. Lord John of Lancaster; 

For this advertisement is five days old. 17s 

On Wednesday next, Harry, you shall set for¬ 
ward; 

On Thursday we ourselves will inarch: our 
meeting 

Is Bridgenorth; and Harry, you shall march 


thy face, the son of utter darkness. When thou 
rannest up Gadshill in the night to catch my 
horse, if I did not think thou hadst been an 
ignis fatuus or a ball of wildfire, there’s no 
purchase in money. O! thou art a perpetual 
triumph, an everlasting bonfire-light. Thou hast 
saved me a thousand marks in links and torches, 
walking with thee in the night betwixt tavern 
and tavern: but the sack that thou hast drunk 
me would have bought me lights as good cheap 
at the dearest chandler's in Europe. I have 
maintained that salamander of yours with fire 
any time this two-and-thirty yean; God reward 


ThroughGloucestershirejby which account, 176 me for it ! _ 55 

Our business valued, some twelve days hence Bard. ’Sblood, I would my face were In your 
Our general forces at Bridgenorth shall meet, belly. , , , 

Our hands are full of business: let’s away; Fal. , God-a-mercy 1 so should I be sure to be 

Advantage feeds him fat while men delay. is° heart-burned. 

[Exeunt • _ 

* Enter MISTRESS QUICKLY. 

How now, Dame Partlet the hen! have you 
inquired yet who picked my pocket? Ji 
Quick. Why, Sir John, what do you think, 
Sir John? Do you think I keep thieves in my 
house? I have searched, I have inquired, so has 


Scene m.— Eastcheap. A Boom in the 
Boar’e Head Tavern, 

Enter falstaef and bardolph. 


Fal. Bardolph, am I not fallen away vilely my husband, man by man, boy by boy, servant 
since this last action? do I not bate? do I not by servant: the tithe of a hair was never lost in 
dwindle ? Why, my skin hangs about me like an my house before. 

old lady’s loose gown; I am withered like an old Fal. You be, hostess: Bardolph was shaved 


pent^Xn I have not forgotten what&e inside I was never called so in my own house before. 7 » 
of a church is made of, I am a peppercorn, a Fal. Goto, Iknow you wefi enough, 
brewer’s horse: the inside of a church! Com- Quick. No, Sir John; you do not know me, 
pany, villanous company, hath been the spoil Sir John: 1 know you, Sr John: you owe me 
ofme. is money. Sir John, and now you pick a quarrel to 

Bard. Sir John, you are so fretfhl, you can- beguile me of it: I bought you a dozen of shirts 
not live long. to your back. _ 7 * 

Fat. Why, there is it: come, sing me a bawdy Fal Dowlas, filthy dowlas: I have riven 

song; make me merry. I was as virtuously given them away to bakers' wives, and they have 
as a gentleman need to be; virtuous enough: made bolters of them. _ , 

(wore little; diced not above seven times a week; Quick. Now, as I am true woman, hoEsnd of 
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eight shillings an ell. You owe money here be¬ 
sides, Sir John, for your diet and by-drinkings, 
and money lent you, four-and-twenty pound. 8 s 
Fal. He had his part of it; let him pay. 
Quick. He! alas! he is poor; he ha th nothing. 
Fal. How! poor? look upon his face; what 
call you rich? let them coin his nose, let them 
coin his cheeks. I'll not pay a denier. What! 
will you make a younker of me ? shall I not take 
mine ease in mine inn but I shall have my 
pocket picked? I have lost a seal-ring of my 
grandfather’s worth forty mark. 

Quick. O Jesu! I have heard the prince tell 
him, I know not how oft, that that ring was 
copper. 97 

Fal. How! the prince is a Jack, a sneak-cup; 
’sblood! an he were here, I would cudgel him 
like a dog, if he would say so. too 

Enter the PRINCE and POtNS marching, falstaff 
meets them, playing on his truncheon like a 
fife. 

Fal. How now, lad! is the wind in that door, 
i’ faith? must we all march ? 

Bard. Yea, two and two, Newgate fashion. 
Quick. My lord, I pray you, hear me. 104 
Prince. What sayest thou. Mistress Quickly ? 
How does thy husband? I love him well, be is 
an honest man. 

Quick. Good my lord, hear me. 108 

Fal. Prithee, let her alone, and list to me. 
Prince. What sayest thou. Jack? 

Fal. The other night I fell asleep here behind 
the arras and had my pocket picked; this house 
is turned bawdy-house: they pick pockets. 113 
Prince, What didst thou lose. Jack? 

Fal. Wilt thou believe me, Hal? three or four 
bonds of forty pound a-piece, and a seal-ring of 
my grandfather’s. 117 

Prince. A trifle; some eight-penny matter. 
Quick. So I told him, my lord; and I said I 
heard your Grace say so: and, my lord.he speaks 
most vilely of you, like a foul-mouthed man as 
he is, and said he would cudgel you. 12s 
Prince. What! he did not? 

Quick. There’s neither faith, truth, nor wo¬ 
manhood in me else. 12; 

Fal. There’s no more faith in thee than in a 
stewed prune; nor no more truth in thee than 
in a drawn fox; and for womanhood, Maid 
Marian may be the deputy’s wife of the ward to 
thee. Go, you thing, go. 

Quick. Say, what thing? what thing? 

Fal. What thing! why, a thing to rfamV 
God on. 133 

Quick. I am no thing to thank God on, I 
would thou shouldst know it; I am an honest 
man’s wife: and setting thy knighthood aside, 
thou art a knave to call me so. 137 

Fal. Setting thy womanhood aside, thou art 
a beast to say otherwise. 

Quick. Say,whatbeast,thouknavetboa?i40 
Fal. What beast! why, an otter. 

Prince. An otter. Sir John! why, an otter? 
Fal. Why? she’s neither fish nor flesh; a 
man knows not when to have her. 144 


Quick. Thou art an unjust man in saying so: 
thou or any man knows where to have me, thou 
knave thou! 

Prince. Thou sayest true, hostess; and he 
slanders thee most grossly. 149 

Quick. Sohedothyou,my lord; and said this 
other day you ought him a thousand pound. 

Prince. Sirrah! do 1 owe you a thousand 
pound? 153 

Fal. A thousand pound, Hal! a million: thy 
love is worth a million; thou owcst me thy love. 

Quick. Nay, my lord, he called you Jack, and 
said he would cudgel you. >37 

Fal. Did I, Bardolph? 

Bard. Indeed, Sir John, you said so. 

Fal. Yea; if he said my ring was copper. 1S0 
Prince. I say ’tis copper: darest thou be as 
good as thy word now? 

Fal. Why. Hal, thou knowest, as thou art 
but man, I dare; but as thou art prince, I fear 
thee as I fear the roaring of the lion’s whelp. 163 
Prince. And why not as the lion? 

Fal. The king himself is to be feared as the 
lion; dost thou think I’ll fear thee as I fear thy 
father? nay, an I do, 1 pray God my girdle 
break! 170 

Prince. O! if it should, how would thy guts 
fall about thy knees. But, sirrah, there’s no 
room for faith, truth, or honesty in this bosom 
of thine; it is all filled up with guts and mi d riff . 
Charge an honest woman with picking thy pocked 
Why, thou whoreson, impudent, embossed rascal, 
if there were any thing in thy pocket but tavern 
reckonings, memorandums of bawdy-houses, and 
one poor pennyworth of sugar-candy to make 
thee long-winded; if thy pocket were enriched 
with any other injuries but these, I am a villain. 
And yet you will stand to it, you will not pocket 
up wrong. Art thou not ashamed? 183 
Fal. Dost thou hear, Ha!? thou knowest in 
the state of innocency Adam fell; and what 
should poor Jack Falstaff do in the days of 
villany? Thou seest I have more flesh than 
another man, and therefore mftre frailty. You 
confess then, you picked my pocket ? 189 

Prince. It appears so by the story. 

Fal. Hostess, I forgive thee. Go make ready 
breakfast ;)ovetby husband, look to thy servants, 
cherish thy guests: thou shall find me tractable 
to any honest reason: thou seest I am padded. 
Stffl! Nay prithee, be gone. [Exit mistress 
quickly.) Now, Hal, to the news at court: for 
the robbery, lad, how is that answered ? 197 

Prince. OI my sweet beef, I must still be good 
angel to thee: the money is paid back again. 

Fal. Ol I do not like that paying back; ’da 
a double labour. aoi 

Prince. 1 am good friends with my father 
and may do anything. 

Fal. Rob me the exchequer the first thing 
thou dost, and do it with unwashed bands too. 
Bard. Do. my lord. 

Prince. I ha ye procured thee. Jack, a charge 
of foot. aoi 

Fal. I would it had been of hone. Where 
shall I find one that can steal well? Ol for a 



nnm] 
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fine thief of the age of two-and-twenty, or there¬ 
abouts; 1 am heinously unprovided. Well, God 
be thanked for these rebels; they offend none 
but the virtuous: I laud than, I praise them. 
Prince. Bardolphl 

Bard. My lord? 316 

Prince. Go bear this letter to Lord John of 
Lancaster, 

To my brother John; this to my Lord of West¬ 
moreland. 

Go, Poins, to horse, to hone! for thou and I 
Have thirty miles to ride ere dinner-time. 230 
Jack, meet me to-morrow in the Temple-hall 
At two o'clock in the afternoon: 

There shall thou know thy charge, and there 
receive 

Money and order for their fbmiture. 224 

The land is burning; Percy stands on high; 
And either we or they must lower lie. 

[Exeunt the prince, poins, and bardolph. 
Pal. Rare words! brave world! Hostess, my 
breakfast: cornel 

O! I could wish this tavern were my drum. 22s 

[Exit. 


ACT IV 

Scene I .—The Rebel Camp near Shrewsbury. 
Enter hotspur, Worcester, and douglas. 
Hot. Well said, my noble Scot; if speaking 
truth 

In this fine age were not thought flattery. 
Such attribution should the Douglas have, 

As not a soldier of this season's stamp 4 
Should go so general current through the world. 
By God, I cannot flatter; do defy 
The tongues of soothers; but a braver place 
In my heart’s love hath no man than yourself. 8 
Nay, task me to my word; approve me, lord. 

Doug. Thou art the king of honour: 

No man so potent breathes upon the ground 
But I will beard him. 

Hot. Do so, and 'Us well, ss 


Enter a Messenger, with letters. 

What letters hast thou there? [To douglas.] 
I mn but thank you. 

Mess. These letters come from your father. 
Hot. Letters from him! why comes he not 
himself? 

Mess. He cannot come, my lord: he’s griev¬ 
ous sick. it 

Hot. ’Zounds! how has he the leisure to be 
sick 

In such a justling time? Who leads his power? 
Under whose government come they along? 
Mess. His letters bear his mind, not I, my 

lord. so 

War. I prithee, tell me, doth he keep his bed ? 
Meg; He did, my lord, four days ere I set 

And at tie time of my departure thence 
He was much fear’d by his physicians. *4 

Wor. I would the state of time had first been 
whole 


Ere he by sickness had been visited: 

IBs health was never better worth than now. 
Hot. Sicknowldroopnowlthissicknessdoth 
infect a 8 

The very life-blood of our enterprise; 

Tis catching hither, even to our camp. 

He writes me here, that inward sickness- 

And that his friends by deputation could not 33 
So soon be drawn; nor did he think it meet 
To lay so dangerous and dear a trust 
On any soul remov’d but on his own. 

Yet doth he give us bold advertisement, 38 
That with our small conjunction we should on. 
To see how fortune is dispos’d to us; 

For, as he writes, there is no quailing now, 
Because the king is certainly possess’d 40 
Of all our purposes. What say you to it? 

Wor. Your father’s sickness is a maim to us. 
Hot. A perilous gash, a very limb lopp’d off: 
And yet, in faith, ’tis not; his present want 44 
Seems more than we shall find It Were it good 
To set the exact wealth of all our states 
All at one cast? to set so rich a main 
On the nice hazard of one doubtful hoot? 48 
It were not good; for therein should we read 
The very bottom and the soul of hope; 

The very list, the very utmost bound 
Of all our fortunes. 

Doug. Faith, and so we should; $a 

Where now remains a sweet reversion: 

We may boldly spend upon the hope of what 
Is to come in: 

A comfort of retirement lives in this. 36 

Hot. A rendezvous, a home to fly unto, 

If that the devil and mischance look big 
Upon the maidenhead of our affairs. 

Wor. But yet, I would your fhther had been 
here. 60 

The quality and hair of our attempt 
Brooks no division. It will be thought 
By some, that know not why he is away. 

That wisdom, loyalty, and mere dislike <4 
Of our proceedings, kept the earl from hence. 
And think how such an apprehension 
May turn the tide of fearful faction 
And breed a kind of question in our cause; tt 
For well you know we of the offering side 
Must keep aloof from strict arbitrament. 

And stop all sight-holes, every loop from 
whence 

The eye of reason may pry in upon us: 7a 
This absence of your father’s draws a curtain. 
That shows the ignorant a kind of tear 
Before not dreamt of. 

Hot. You strain too far. 

I rather of his absence make this use: 76 

It lends a lustre and more great opinion, 

A larger dare to our great enterprise, 

Than ifthe earl were here; for men must think. 
If we without his help, can make a head 80 

To push against the kingdom, with his help 
We shall o’ertum it topsy-turvy down. 

Yet all goes well, yet all our joints are whole. 
Doug. At heart can think: there is not such 
a word 84 

Spoke of in Scotland as this tom of fear. 
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Enter SIX RICKARD VERNON. 

Hot. My cousin Vernon! welcome, by my 
soul. 

Ver. Pray God my news be worth a welcome, 
lord. 

The Earl of Westmoreland, seven thousand 
strong. 

Is marching hitherwards; with him Prince John. 
Hot . No harm: what more? 

Ver. And further, I have leam’d, 

The king himself in person is set forth. 

Or hitherwards intended speedily, 92 

With strong and mighty preparation. 

Hot. He shall be welcome too. Where is his 
son, 

The nimble-footed madcap Prince of Wales, 
And his comrades, that daff'd the world aside, 9s 
And bid it pass? 

Ver. All furnish’d, all in arms, 

All plum'd like estridges that wing the wind. 
Baited like eagles having lately bath'd. 
Glittering in golden coats, like images, roo 
As full of spirit as the month of May, 

And gorgeous as the sun at midsummer. 
Wanton as youthful goats, wild as young bulls. 
I saw young Harry, with his beaver on, 104 
His cushes on his thighs, gallantly arm d. 

Rise from the ground like feather’d Mercury, 
And vaulted with such ease into his seat. 

As if an angel dropp’d down from the clouds. 
To turn and wind a fiery Pegasus 109 

And witch the world with noble horsemanship. 
Hot. No more, no more: worse th»« the sun 
in March 

This praise doth nourish agues. Let them come; 
They come like sacrifices in their trim, ri3 
And to the fire-ey’d maid of smoky war 
All hot and bleeding will we offer them: 

The mailed Mars shall on his altar sit ri6 
Up to the ears in blood. I am on fire 
To hear this rich reprisal is so nigh 
And yet not ours. Come, let me taste my 
horse. 
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Scene n. —A public Road near Coventry. 

Enter fxlstaff and bardolph. 

Fal. Bardolph, get thee before to Coventry; 
fill me a bottle of sack: our soldiers shall march 
through; we’ll to Sutton-Co’fil’ to-night. 

Bard. Will you give me money, captain? 4 
Fal. Lay out, lay out. 

Bard. This bottle makes an angel. 

Fal. An if it do, take it for thy labour; and 
if it make twenty, take them all. I’ll answer the 
coinage. Bid my Lieutenant Peto meet me at 
the town’s end. 10 

Bard. I will, captain: farewell. I£xi(. 

Fal. Ifl be not ashamed of my soldiers, lam 
a soused gurnet. I have misused the king's press 
damnably. I have got, in exchange of a hundred 
andfifty soldiers, threehundredandodd pounds. 
I press me none but good householders, yeomen’s 
sons; inquire me out contracted bachelors, such 
as had been asked twice on the banns; such a 
commodity of warm slaves, as had as lief hear the 
devil as a drum; such as fear the report of a 
caliver worse than a struck fowl or a hurt wild- 
duck. I pressed me none but such toasts-and- 
butter, with hearts in their bellies no bigger than 
pins’ heads, and they have bought out their ser¬ 
vices; and now my whole charge consists of 
ancients, corporals, lieutenants, gentlemen of 
companies, slaves as ragged as Lazarus in the 
painted cloth, where the glutton’s dogs licked his 
sores; and such as indeed were never soldiers, but 
discarded unjust serving-men, younger sons to 
younger brothers, revolted tapsters and ostlers 
trade-fallen, the cankers of a calm world and a 
long peace; ten timesmore dishonourable ragged 
than an old faced ancient: and such have I, to 
fill up the rooms of them that have hought out 
their services, that you would think that 1 had a 
hundred and fifty tattered prodigals, lately come 
from swine-keeping, from eating dranand husks. 


A mad fellow met me on the 5 
had unloaded all the gibbet: 


told me I 
and pressed the 


Who is to bear me like a thunderbolt no dead bodies. No eye hath seen such scarecrows. 


Against the bosom of the Prince of Wales: 
Harry to Harry shall, hot horse to horse. 
Meet and ne'er part till one drop down a corse. 
Ol that Glendower were come. 

Ver. There is more news: 124 

I learn'd in Worcester, as I rode along. 

He cannot draw his power these fourteen days. 

TLot >o 4ka nrnert T 1_ 


I’ll not march through Coventry with them, 
that’s flat: nay, and the villains march wide be¬ 
twixt the tegs, as if they had gyves on; for, in¬ 
deed I had the most of them out of prison. 
There’s but a shirt and a half in all my com¬ 
pany: and the half shirt is two napkins tacked 

„ _ . . -. - together and thrown over the shoulders like a 

Doug. That s the worst tidings that I hear of herald’s coat without sleeves; and the shirt, to 
yet say the truth, stolen from my host at Saint 

Wor. Ay, by my faith, that bears a frosty Alban’s, orthered-noseinn-keeperofDaventry. 
.sound. 128 But that's all one; they’ll find linen enough on 

Hot. What may the king’s whole battle reach every h«ijs, 53 

unto? 

Enter the prince and Westmoreland. 


Ver. To thirty thousand. 

Hot. Forty let it be: 

My father and Glendower being both away. 
The powers of us may serve so great a day. 13a 
Come, let us take a mister speedily: 
Doomsday is near; die all, die merrily. 

Doug. Talk not of dying: I am out of fear 
Of death or death’s hand tor this one half year. 

[Exeunt. 


Prince. How now, blown Jack! how now, 
quilt 1 

Fal. What, Hall How now, mad wag! what a 
devil dost thou in Warwickshire? My good C, 1 - 
of Westmoreland, I cry you mercy: I thought 
your honour had already been at Shrewsbury. 

West. Faith, Sir John, 'tis more than time 
that I were there, and you too; but my powers 



are there already. The king, I can tdl you, looks 
for us all: we must away all night 63 


431 HENRY IV, Pt 1 

That not a hone is half the half of hirnadC 14 
Hot. So are the hones of the enemy 


Fal. Tut, never fear me: I am as vigilant as In general, journey-bated and brought low: 


a cat to steal cream. 

Prince. I think to steal cream indeed, for 
thy theft hath already made thee butter. But 
tell me, Jack, whose fellows are these that come 
after? 

Fal. Mine, Hal, mine. 7° 

Prince. I did never see such pitiful rascals. 
Fal. Tut, tut; good enough to toss; food for 
powder, food for powder; they’ll fill a pit as well 
as better: tush, man, mortal men, mortal men. 

West. Ay, but. Sir John, methinks they are 
exceeding poor and bare; too beggarly. 76 
Fal. Faith, for their poverty, 1 know not 
where they had that: and for their bareness, I 
am sure they never learned that of me. 7» 


The better part of ours are full of rest. 

Wor. The number of the ldngexceedeth ours: 
For God’s sake, cousin, stay tul all come in. 29 
t The trumpet sounds a parley. 

Enter snt Walter blunt. 

Blunt. I come with gracious offers from the 
king, 

If you vouchsafe me hearing and respect. 

Hot. Welcome, Sir Walter Blunt; and would 
to God 32 

You were of our determination! 

Some of us love you well; and even those some 
Envy your great deservings and good name, 
Because you are not of our quality, 36 


Prince. No, I’ll be sworn; unless you call But stand against us like an enemy. 


three fingers on the ribs bare. But sirrah, make 
haste: Percy is already in the field. 

Fal. What, is the king encamped? 

West. He is. Sir John: I fear we shall stay 
too long. 84 

Fal. Well, 


Blunt. And God defend but still I should 
stand so, 

So long as out of limit and true rule 
You stand against anointed majesty. 40 
But, to my charge. The king hath sent to know 
The nature of your griefs, and whereupon 


To the latter end of a flay and the beginning of You conjure Bran the hreast of civil peace 


a feast 

Fits a dull fighter and a keen guest 


[Exeunt. 


Some HI. —The Rebel Camp near Shrewsbury. 
Enter hotspur, Worcester, Douglas, 

and VERNON. 

Hot. We’ll fight with him to-night 
Wor. It may not be. 

Doug. You give him then advantage. 

Ver. Not a whit 

Hot. Why say you so ? looks he not for sup- 


iTs 


Such bold hostility, teaching his duteous land 44 
Audacious cruelty. If that the king 
Have any way your good deserts forgot,— 
Which he confesseth to be manifold,— 

He bids you name your griefs; and with all 
speed 48 

You shall have your desires with interest 
And pardon absolute for yourself and these 
Herein misled by your suggestion. 

Hot. The king is kind; and well we know the 
king 52 

Knows at what time to promise, when to pay. 
My father and my uncle and myself 
Did give him that same royalty he wears; 

And when he was not six-and-twenty strong, j 6 
Sick in the world’s regard, wretched and low. 


Ver. So do we. , „ . 

Hot. His is certain, ours is doubtful. 4- - — 

Wor. Good cousin, be advis’d: stir not to- A_ poor unmlndedoutlaw sneaking home, 
night. 

Ver. Do not my lord. 

Doug. You do not counsel well: 

You speak it out of fear and cold heart. 

Ver. Do menoslander, Douglas: by my life,— 

And I dare well maintain it with my life,— 9 
If well-respected honour bid me on, 

I hold as little counsel with weak fear 
As you, my lord, or any Scot that this day lives: 

Let it be seen to-morrow in the battle 13 
Which of us fears. 

Doug. Yea, or to-night 

Ver. Content 

Hot. To-night say L 


My father gave him welcome to the shore; 

And when he heard him swear and vow to God 
He came but to be Duke of Lancaster, 61 
To sue his livery and beg his peace. 

With tears of innocency and terms of real, 

My father, in kind heart and pity mov'd, <4 
Swore him assistance and perform’d it too. 
Now when the lords and barons of the realm 
Perceiv’d Northumberland did lean to him. 
The more and less came in with cap and knee; 
Met him in boroughs, cities, villages, <9 
Attended him <m bridges, stood in lanes. 

Laid gifts before him, pronerid him their oaths. 
Gave him their heirs as pages, follow’d him 7 » 


Ver'. ComeTcome, it may not be. I wonder Even at the heels in golden multitudes. 


much, *4 

Being men of such great leading as you are, 

That you foresee not what impediments 
Drag back our expedition: certain hone 
Of my cousin Vernon’s are not yet come up: 20 
Your unde Worcester’s hone came but to-day; 

And now their pride and mettle is asleep, ^ That be too he 
Their courage with hard labour tame and dub. Cries out upon 


He presently, as greatness know* itself. 

Steps me alittle higher than his vow 
Made to my father, while his blood was poor, it 
Upon the naked shore at Ravenspuigh: 

And now, forsooth, takes on him to reform 
Some certain edicts and some strait de cr ee s 
That be too heavy on the commonwealth, <0 


abuses, seems to weep 
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Over his country's wrongs; and by this face. 
This seeming brow of justice, did he win 
The hearts of all that he did angle for; St 
Proceeded further; cut me off the heads 
Of all the favourites that the absent king 
In deputation left behind him here, 

When he was personal in the Irish war. 88 
Blunt. Tut, I came not to hear this. 

Hot. Then to the point 

In short time after, he depos’d the king; 

Soon after that, depriv’d him of his life; 

And, in the neck of that, task'd the whole state; 
To make that worse, suffer’d his kinsman 
March— 93 

Who is, if every owner were well plac’d. 

Indeed his king—to be engag’d in Wales, 
There without ransom to lie forfeited; 9 ® 
Disgrac’d me in my happy victories; 

Sought to entrap me by intelligence; 

Rated my uncle from the council-board; 

In rage dismiss’d my father from the court; zoo 
Broke oath on oath, committed wrongon wrong; 
And in conclusion drove us to seek out 
This head of safety: and withal to pry 
Into his title, the which we find z°4 

Too indirect for long continuance. 

Blunt. Shall I return this answer to the king? 
Hot. Not so. Sir Walter: we’ll withdraw 
awhile. 

Go to the king; and let there be impawn’d ros 
Some surety for a safe return again. 

And in the morning early shall my uncle 
Bring him our purposes; and so farewell. 
Blunt. I would you would accept of grace and 
love. us 

Hot. And may be so we shall. 

Blunt. Pray God, you dot 

[Exeunt. 

SCBNBIV.— York. A Room in the arch¬ 
bishop's Palace. 

Enter the archbishop of York and 

SIR MICHAEL. 

Arch. Hie,goodSirMichael;bearthissealed 
brief 

With winged haste to the lord marshal; 

This to my cousin Scroop, and all the rest 
To whom they are directed. If you knew 4 
How much they do import, you would make 
haste. 

Sir M. My good lord, 

I guess their tenour. 

Arch. Like enough you do. 

To-morrow, good Sir Michael, is a day S 
Wherein the fortune of ten thousand men 
Must bide the touch; for, sir, at Shrewsbury, 
As I am truly given to understand, x z 

The king with mighty and quick-raised power 
Meets with Lord Harry: and, I fear. Sir Michael, 
What with the sickness of Northumberland,—• 
Whose power was in the first proportion,— 
And what with Owen Glendowers absence 
thence, 16 

Who with them was a rated sinew too. 

And comes not in, o’er-rul’d by prophecies,— 


I fear the power of Percy is too weak 
To wage an instant trial with the king. so 
Sir Af. Why, my good lord, you need not 
fear: 

There is the Douglas and Lord Mortimer. 
Arch. No, Mortimer is not there. 

Sir M. But there is Mordake, Vernon, Lord 
Hany Percy, *4 

And there’s my Lord of Worcester, and a head 
Of gallant warriors, noble gentlemen. 

Arch. And so there is; but yet the king hath 
drawn 

The special head of all the land together; *8 
The Prince of Wales, Lord John of Lancaster, 
The noble Westmoreland, and war-like Blunt; 
And many moe corrivals and dear men 
Of estimation and command in arms. 3* 

Sir M. Doubt not, my lord, they shall be well 
oppos’d. 

Arch. I hope no less, yet needful ’tis to fear; 
And, to prevent the worse, Sir Michael, speed: 
For if Lord Percy thrive not, ere the king 36 
Dismiss his power, he means to visit us. 

For he hath heard of our confederacy. 

And ’tis but wisdom to make strong against 
him: 

Therefore make haste. I must go write again 40 
To other friends; and so farewell. Sir Michael. 

[Exeunt. 


ACT V 

Scene L —The king's Camp near Shrewsbury. 


Enter kino henry, the prince, John of Lan¬ 
caster, SIR WALTER BLUNT, and SIR JOHN 
FALSTAFF. 


K. Hen. How bloodily the sun begins to peer 
Above yon busky hill! the day looks pale 
At his distempsrature. >- 
Prince. The southern wind 

Doth play the trumpet to his purposes. 4 
And by his hollow whistling in the leaves 
Foretells a tempest and a blustering day. 

K. Hen. Then with the losers let it sym¬ 
pathies. 

For nothing can seem foul to those that win. 8 
[Trumpet sounds. 


Enter WORCESTER and VERNON. 

How now, my Lord of Worcester! ’Us not well 
That you and I should meet upon such terms 
As now we meet. You have deceiv’d our trust, 
And made us doff our easy robes of peace, 1* 
To crush our old limbs in ungentle steel: 

This is not well, my lord; this is not well. 
What say you to it? will you again unknit 
This churlish knot of all-abhorred war, i® 
And move in that obedient orb again 
Where you did give a fair and natural light. 
And be no more an exhal’d meteor, 

A prodigy of fear and a portent a* 

Of broached mischief to the unborn time*? 

Wor. Hear me, my liege. 

For mine own put, I could be well content 
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1 o entertain the lag-end of my life 
With quiet hours; for I do protect 
I have not sought the day of this dislike. 

K.Hen. You have not sought it I how 
it then? 

Fal. Rebellion lay in his way, and he fount it. 
Prince. Peace, chewet, peace! 19 

War. It pleas d your majesty to turn your 
looks 

Of favour Horn myself and all our house; 

And yet I must remember you, my lord, 31 
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M If once they join In trial. TeB your nephew. 
The Prince of Wales doth join with all the 
world 

In praise of Henry Percy: by my hopes. 

This present enterprise set off his bead, SI 

I do not think a braver gentleman. 

More active-valiant or more valiant-young. 
More dating or more bold, is now alive 
To grace this latter age with noble deeds, gs 
For my part, I may speak it to my shame, 

I have a truant been to chivalry; 


We were the first and dearest of your mends. And so I bear he doth account me too; 


For you my staff of office did I break 
In Richard’s time; and posted day and night 


Yet this before my father’s majesty— 

I am content that he shall take the odds 


9t 


To meet you on the way, and kiss your hand, 36 Of his great name and estimation. 


When yet you were in place and in account 
Nothing so strong and fortunate as I. 

It was myself, my brother, and his son. 

That brought you home and boldly did outdare 
T he dangers of the time. You swore to us, 4 > 

And you did swear that oath at Doncaster, 

That you did nothing purpose 'gainst the state. 

Nor claim no further than your new-feil’n right. 

The seat of Gaunt, dukedom of Lancaster. 4s 

To this we swore our aid: but, in short space WVUJ us luru UISJ auu ;VU| jv«,vrwj asses 
It rain'd down fortune showering on your head. Shall be my friend again, and I’ll be his. 
And such a flood of greatness fell on you, 48 So tell your cousin, and bring me word 
What with our help, what with the absent king, What be will do; but if he will not yield. 
What with the injuries of a wanton time, 

The seeming sufferances that you had borne, 

And the contrarious winds that held the king 

S3 


LSI uia Kicai uaiw turn rauuinuvu< 

Lnd wul, to save the blood on either side, 

I -v fortune with him in a single fight. roo 
K Hen. And, Prince of Wales, so dare we 
venture thee, 

Albeit considerations Infinite 
Do make against it No, good Worcester, no. 
We love our people well; even those we love 
That are mis.Kj upon your cousin’s part; 
And, will they take the offer of our grace. 
Both he and they and you, yea, every man 


teg 


So long in his unlucky Irish wars, 

That all in England did repute him dead: 

And from this swarm of fair advantages 
You took occasion to be quickly woo’d 56 
To gripe the general sway into your hand; 
Forgot your oath to ns at Doncaster; 

And being fed by ns you us’d us so 
As that ungentle gull, the cuckoo’s bird, 

Useth the sparrow: did oppress our nest. 
Grew by our feeding to so great a bulk 
That even our love durst not come near your 

For fear of swallowing; but with nimble wing «4 
We were enforc’d, for safety’s sake, to fly 
Out of your sight and raise this present head; 
Whereby we stand opposed by such means 
As you yourself have forg’d against yourself ss 
By unkind usage, dangerous countenance. 
And violation of all fiuth and troth 
Sworn to us in your younger enterprise. 

K. Hen. These things indeed, you have arti¬ 
culate, _ ^ 

Proclaim ’ d at market- c ros se s, read in churches, 
To face the garment of rebellion 
With some fine colour that may please the eye 
Of fickle changelings andpoor discontents, 7S 


Rebuke and dread correction wait on us, 

And they shall do their office. So, begone; rra 
We will not now be troubled with reply 
We offer fair, take it advisedly. 

[Exeunt Worcester and vernon. 

Prince. It will not be accepted, on my life. 
The Douglas and the Hotspur both together 
Are confident against the world in arms. 117 

K. Hen. Hence, therefore, every leader to his 
charge; 

For, on their answer, will we set on them; 

And God befriend us, as our cause is just! 120 
[Exeunt kino henry, blunt, and JOHN 
OP LANCASTER. 

Fal. Hal, if thou see me down in the battle, 
and bestride me, so; 'tis a point of friendship. 

Prince. Nothing but a colossus can do thee 
that friendship. Say thy players, and farewell. 

Fal. I would it were bed-rime, Hal, and all 
welL u6 

Prince. Why, thou owest God a death. 1 Exit . 

Fal. ’Tis not due yet: I would be loath to 
pay him before his day. What need I be so 
forward with him that calls not on me? Well, 
’tis no matter; honour pricks me on. Yea, but 
how if honour prick me off whenI comeon? 
how then? Can honour set to a leg? No. Oran 
arm? No. Or take awaytho grief of a wound? 
No. Honour hath no skill in surgery then? No. 
What Is honour? a word. What Is that word, 
honour? Air. A trimreckonii 
he that died o’ Wednesday. 


Which gape and nib the elbow at the news “TV—whnhuthlti 

Of hurlyburly innovation: {““bur fed It? 

And never yet did insurrection want he that died o Wednesday. Doth he MJt ? 

Such water-colours to impaint his cause; So No. Doth he tear ft? No. ftta buaaiMe 
Nor moody beggars, starving for a time then ? Yea, to fee dead.Bat wffl ft not Bw 

Ofpeltanell havoc and confusion. ^ ^ jf^^n lfj ln^mrTimmcarft^hemdmfaMs 

m both our armies there is many s ^^^fSd »SSdfrS «£§££*£ 

Shall pay ftill dearly for this encounter, l* 


LExft, 
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Sana IL— The Rebel Camp near Shrewibury 
Enter wouotsrEB and vnuxoN. 


War. O, no! my nephew mat not know. 


.. _r. u. 

The liberal kind offer of the king. 

Per. Time beet be did. 

Wor. Then an we all undone. 

It b not posriMe, It cannot be, 4 

The n»»t should keep his word in loving us; 

He will suspect os atfll, and And a time 
To punish this oflance in other fauitt:. 

Suspicion all our lives shah be stuck foil of eyes; « 

For la but Iflce the fox, 

tamelsoSerish'd, and lock’d up. 
Will have a wild trick of his ancestors. 

Look how we can, or sad or merrily, » 

Inter pretation wfli misquote OUT looks. 

And we shall feed like oxen at a stall. 

The better cherish’d, still the nearer death. 

My nephew's trespass may be well forgot, !* 
It hath the excuse of youth and heat of blood; 

And an adopted name of privilege. _ 

A hare-brain’d Hotspur, govern'd by a spleen. 
All his offences live upon my head so 

Aad on his father s: we did train him on; 

And, Us corruption being ta'en from i». 
WeTas foe spring of aftTshaU pay for aU. 
Therefore, good cousin, let not Harry know 14 
In any case the offer of the kfog. 

Ver. Deliver what you will. I’ll say ’tis so. 
Here comes your cousin. 

Eater waaean and douolas; Officers and 
Soldiers behind. 

Hot. My unde is return’d; dtiivw up a* 
Mv Lord of Westmoreland. Unde, what news? 
Wor. The king will bid you battie prescntly. 
Door. Defy him by the Lotd of Westmoreland. 
Hot. LoM Douglas, go you and tell Mm so. 3* 

Dom. Many, and snail, aad very wilting^. 

War. There is no sosming mercy in the king". 
Hot. Did you beg any? God forbid! 

War. I mid Urn gently of our grievances, 3 <S 
Of Us oath-breaking: which he mended thus. 
By now fo r s we a ring that he is forsworn: 

He rails us rebels, traitors; and will scourge 
With haughty arms this hateful name in us. 40 

Re-enter DOUOLAS. 

Dtm. Arm, gentiernea! to arms! for I have 


[act v 

Unless a brother should a brother dan 
To gentle exercise and proof of arms. 

He gave you all the duties of a m a n , 

Trimm’d up your praises with a princely tongue. 
Spoke your deservings like a chronicle, 57 
Making you ever better than his praise. 

By still dispraising praise valu'd with you: 

And, which became him like a prince Indeed, 60 
He made a blushing cital of himself. 

And ch id his truant youth with such a grace 
As if be master’d there a double spirit 
Of teaching and of learning instantly. *« 

There did lie pause. But let me tell the world. 
If he outlive foe envy of this day. 

Piigtawd did never owe so sweet a hope. 

So much misconstru'd in his wantonness. « 
Hot. Cousin, I think thou an enamoured 
On hit follies: never did I hear 
Of any prince so wild a libertine. 

But be be as he will, yet once ere night Tt 

I will embrace him with a soldier’s arm. 

That be shall shrink under my courtesy. 

Ann, arm, with speed! And, fellows, soldiers, 
friends. 

Better consider what you hav e to do, 7* 
Than I, that have not well the gift of tongue. 
Can lift your Mood up with persuasion. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Meu. My lord, here are letters for you. 
Hot. I cannot read than now. *0 

O gentlemen! the time of life is short; 

To spend that shortness basely were too long, 
Ifllfe did ride upon a dial’s point. 

Still ending at the arrival of an horn. *4 
An if we live, we live to tread on kings: 

If die, brave death, when princes die with us! 
Now, for our consciences, foe arms are fair. 
When the intent of bearing them is just. »* 


on 


SS UBSww yHHUKw HI Mwmu*9 g g-f _ _ »»»■■■- 

a» 4 Wiwtitaimlind thst~rmTg~f*'' a*—» t>. 
Which cannot choose but bringMm quickly on. 
War. Tim Prince of Wake stepp’d forth be- 

AMwfon^alkag’d you to ring s fight. 

iJicOIwould the quarrel laynponour heafo, 
Sail Hm> no ratgVkt dixv short breath to- 

Botlhmd Harry Monmouth. Tefl ma, tefl 


Enter another Messenger. 

Meu. My lord, prepare; forking 

//^r^thank him that he cuts me from my tale. 

For I profess not talking. Only this,— »i 
jjet each man do his best: and here draw I 
A sword, whose temper I intend to s tain 
With the best blood that I can meet withal 
In the adventure of this perilous day. 

Now, Etperance! Percy 1 and set on. 96 

Sound all the lofty instruments of war. 

And by that music let ns all embrace; 

For, heaven to earth, some of ns never shall 

A second time do such a courtesy. . 100 
[The trumpet! sound. They embrace. 

ana exeunt. 

Scene HL —Between the Campt. 
Exeuniont and PartUt fighting. Alarum to the 
Battle. Then enter DOUGLAS and fa walte* 
blunt, muting. 

Blunt. What is thy n a m e, that hi the battle 


BotUnd Harry Moumocth. TeU me, tefl me. Blunt. What is thy name, that in the battle 

ThouCTOsseatmel what honour dost thou seek 
0lg Me • 1 liilUtifi urg’d more modestly, s*. Upon my head? 
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Doug. Know then, my name it Douglas; 
And I do haunt thee in the battle thus 4 
Because some tell me that thou art a Hm 
Blunt. They tell thee true. 

Doug. The Lor d of Stafford dear to-day hath 
bought 

Thy likeness: for. Instead of thee, KingHany, s 
This sword hath ended him: so shall it thee. 
Unless thou yield thee as my prisoner. 

Blunt. I was not bom a yielder, thou proud 
Scot; 

And thou shalt find a king that will revenge 12 
Lord Stafford’s death. 

[They fight, and BLUNT is slain. 


Enter HOTSPUR. 

Hot. O, Douglas 1 hadst thou fought at 
Holmedon thus, 

I never had triumph’d upon a Scot 
Doug. All’s done, all's won: here breathless 
lies the king. 16 

Hot. Where? 

Doug. Here. 

Hot. This, Douglas! no; I know this face ftiU 
well; 

A gallant knight he was, his name was Blunt; 

Semblably furnish'd like the king himself. 21 
Doug. A fool go with thy soul, whither it 
goes! 

A borrow’d title hast thou bought too dear: 

Why didst thou tell me that thou wert a 
king? 24 

Hot. The king hath many mar ching in his 
coats. 

Doug. Now, by my sword, I will kill all bis 
coats; 

I’ll murder all his wardrobe, piece by piece. 

Until I meet the king. 

Hot. Up, and awayl as 

Our soldiers stand Bill fairly for the day. 

[Exeunt. 


Alarums. Enter rXLSTArr. 

Fat. Though I could 'scape shot-free at 
London, 1 fear the shot here; here’s no scoring 
but upon the pate. Soft! who art thou? Sir 
Walter Blunt: there’s honour for yout here's 
no vanity! 1 am as hot as molten lead, and as 
heavy too: God keep lead out of me! I need 
no more weight than mine own bowels. I have 
led my ragamuffins where they are peppered: 
there's not three of my hundred and fifty left 
alive, and they are for the town’s end, to beg 
during lifts. But trim comes here? 40 


Enter the PRINCE. 

Prince. What! stand’s! thou idle here? lend 
me thy sword: 

Many a nobleman lies stark and stiff 
Under the hoofs of vaunting enemies. 

Whose deaths are unreveng’d: prithee, lend 
me thy sword. 44 

‘FcL O Halt I prithee, give me leave to 
breathe awhile. Turk Gregory never did such 
deeds in arms at I have done this day. I have 
Paid Percy, I have made him sure. 4 * 


Prince. He is, indeed; and living to kffl thee. 
I prithee, lend me thy sword. 

FaL Nay, before God, Hal, if Percy be alive, 
thou gett’st not my sword; but take my pistol, 
if thou wilt. S3 

Prince. Give it me. What! is it in the case? 

Fat. Ay, Hal; 'da hot, ’tin hot: there’s that 
will sack a city. s6 

[The PRINCE draws out a bottle of sack. 

Prince. What! is't a time to jot and dally 
now? [Throws it at him, and exit. 

Fal. Well, if Percy be alive. I’ll pierce him. 
If he do come in my way, so: if he do not, if I 
come in his, willingly, let him make a carbonado 
of me. I like not such grinning honour as Sir 
Walter hath: give me life; which if I can save, 
so; if not, honour comes unlooked for, and 
there's an end. [£xif. 


Scene IV. —Another Part of the Field. 
Alarums. Excursions. Enter kino henry, the 

PRINCE, JOHN OF LANCASTER, and WESTMORE¬ 
LAND. 


K. Hen. I prithee, 

Harry, withdraw thyself; thou bleed's! too 
much. 

Lord John of Lancaster, go you with him. 
Lane. Not 1 , my lord, unless I did bleed too. 4 
Prince. I beseech your majesty, make up. 
Lest your retirement do amare your friends. 

K. Hen. 1 wiB do so. 

My Lord of Westmoreland, lead him to Me 
tent. 1 

West. Come, my lord, FI 1 lead you to your 
tent. 

Prince. Lead me, my lord? I do not need 
your help: 

And God forbid a shallow scratch should drive 
The Prince of Wales from such a field as this, rs 
Where stain’d nobility lies trodden on, 

And rebels* arms triumph in massacres! 
lane. We breathe too long: come, cousin 
Westmoreland, 

Our duty this way lies: for God’s sake, come. 16 

[Exeunt JOHN OF LANCASTER and 
WESTMORELAND. 

Prince. By God, thou hast deceiv’d me, Lan¬ 
caster; 

I did not think thee lord of such a spirit: 
Before, I lov’d thee as a brother, John; 

But now, 1 do respect thee as my souL 20 
K. Hen. I saw him bold Lord Percy at the 
point 

With lustier maintenance than I did lode for 
Of such an ungrown warrior. 

Prince. Ol this boy 

Leads mettle to us all. [Exit. 


Alarums. Enter DOUGLAS. 

Doug. Another king! they grow like Hydra’s 
beads: 25 

I am die Douglas, fetal to all those 
That wear those colours on than: what art 
thou. 

That countcrfoit'st the parson of a king? aS 
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K. Hen. The king himself; who, Douglas, 
grieves at heart 

So many of bis shadows thou bast met 
And not the very king. I have two boys 
Seek Percy and thyself about the field: 32 
But, seeing thou fau'st on me so luckily, 

I will assay thee; so defend thyself. 

Doug. I fear thou art another counterfeit; 
And yet, in faith, thou bear*st thee like a king: 
But mine I am sure thou art, whoe'er thou be. 
And thus I win thee. 

[They fight. KINO henry being in 
danger, re-enter the PRINCE. 
Prince. Hold up thy head, vile Scot, or thou 
art like 

Never to hold it up again! the spirits 40 
Of valiant Shirley, Stafford, Bhint, are in my 
arms: 

It is the Prince of Wales that threatens thee. 
Who sever promise th but he means to pay. 

[They fight- DOUGLAS flies. 
Cheerly, my lord: how fares your Grace? 44 
Sir Nicholas Gawsey hath for succour sent. 
And so hath Clifton: I’ll to Clifton straight. 

K. Hen. Stay, and breathe awhile. 

Thou hast redeem’d thy lost opinion, 4* 
And show’d thou mak’st some tends: of my 
life, 

In this fair rescue thou hast brought to me. 
Prince. O God! they did me too much 
injury 

That ever said I hearken’d for your death. 5a 
If it were so, I might have let alone 
The insulting hand of Douglas over you; 
Which would have been as speedy in your 
end 

As all the poisonous potions in the world, 56 
And sav’d the treacherous labour of your 
son. 

K. Hen. Make up to Clifton: I’ll to Sir 
Nicholas Gawsey. [Exit. 


Enter hotspur. 

Hot. If I mistake not, thou art Harry Mon¬ 
mouth. 

Prince. Thou speak'st as if I would deny my 
name. 60 

Hot. My name is Harry Perry. 

Prince. Why, then, I see 

A very valiant rebel of that name. 

I am the Prince ofWales; and think not, Percy, 
To share with me in glory any more: 64 

Two stars keep not their motion in one sphere; 
Nor can one England brook a double reign. 
Of Hany Percy and the Prince of Wales. 

Hot. Nor shall it, Harry; for the hour is 
come 68 

To end the one of us; and would to God 
Thy name in arms were now as great as mine! 
Prince, ril make it greater me 1 part from 
thee; 

And all the budding honours on thy crest 7* 
m crop, to make a garland for my head. 

Hot. I can no longer brook thy vanities. 

[They fight. 


Enter palstave. 

Fat. Wen said, Hall to it, Hal! Nay, you 
shall find no boy's play here, I can tell you. 76 

Re-enter Douglas; he fights with palstave, who 
falls down as if he were dead, andexitDmjQLHS. 
HOTSPUR is wounded, and fails. 

Hot O, Harry! thou hast robb’d me of my 
youth. 

I better brook the loss of brittle life 
Than those proud titles thou hast won of me: 
They wound my thoughts worse than thy sword 
my flesh: so 

But thought’s the slave of life, and life time's 
fool; 

And time, that takes survey of all the world. 
Must have a stop. O! I could prophesy. 

But that the earthy and cold hand of death 84 
Lies on my tongue. No, Percy, thou art dust. 
And food for— l Dies. 

Prince. Pot worms, brave Percy. Fare thee 
well, great heart! 

Jll-weav’d ambition, how much an cnou 
shrunk! 

When that this body did contain a spirit, 89 
A kingdom for it was too small a bound; 

But now, two paces of the vilest earth 
Is room enough: this earth, that bears thee 
dead, 9s 

Bears not alive so stout a gentleman. 

If thou wert sensible of courtesy, 

I should not make so dear a show of zeal: 

But let my favours hide thy mangled face. 96 
And, even in thy behalf. I’ll thank myself 
For doing these fair rites of tenderness. 

Adieu, and take thy praise with thee to heaven! 
Thy ignomy sleep with thee in the grave, too 
But not remember’d in thy epitaph! 

[He spies PALSTAfp on the ground. 
What! old acquaintance! could not all this 
flesh 

Keep in a little life? Poor lack, farewell! 

I could have better spar’d a better man. 104 
O! I should have a heavy miss of thee 
If I were much in love with vanity. 

Death hath not struck so fat a deer to-day, 
Though many dearer, in this bloody fray. 108 
Embowell'd will I see thee by and by: 

Till then in blood by noble Percy lie. [Exit. 

Fed. Wising.] Embowelled! if thou embowel 
me to-day, I’D give you leave to powder me and 
eat me too, to-morrow. ’Sbloodl ’twas time to 
counterfeit, or that hot termagant Scot had paid 
me scot and lot too. Counterfeit? I lie, I am no 
counterfeit: to die, is to be a counterfeit; for he 
is but the counterfeit of a man, who hath not 
the life of a man; but to counterfeit dying, when 
a man thereby liveth. Is to be no coun terfeit, but 
the true and perfect image of life indeed. The 
better part of valour is discretion; in the which 
better part, I have saved my life. ’Zounds! I 
am afraid of this gunpowder Percy though he 
be dead: how, if he should counterfeit too and 
rise? By my faith I am afraid he would prove 
the better coun t e rfe i t . Therefore Til make him 
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sure; yea, and Til swear I killed him. Why may 
not he rue as well as I? Nothing confutes me 
but eyes, and nobody sees me: therefore, sirrah 
[stabbing him], with a new wound in your thigh 
come you along with me. 

[He takes HOTSPUR on kb back . 

Re-enter the prince and JOHN op LANCASTER. 
Prince. Come, brother John; full bravely 
hast thou flesh’d 133 

Thy maiden sword. 

Lane. But, soft I whom have we here 1 

Did you not tell me this fat man was dead? 

Prince. I did: I saw him dead. 

Breathless and bleeding on the ground. 136 

Art thou alive? or is it fantasy 
That plays upon our eyesight? I prithee, 
speak; 

We will not trust our eyes without our ears: 
Thou art not what thou seem’st. 140 

Pal. No, that's certain; I am not a double 
man: but if 1 be not Jack Falstaff, then am I a 
Jack. There is Percy [throwing the body down ]: 
if your father will do me any honour, so: if not, 
let him kill the next Percy himself. I look to 
be either earl or duke, I can assure you. 

Prince. Why, Percy I killed myself, and saw 
thee dead. 147 

Pal. Didstthou? Lord, Lord Show this world 
is given to lying. I grant you I was down and 
out of breath, and so was he; hut we rose both 
at an instant, and fought a long hour by Shrews¬ 
bury clock. If I may be believed, so; if not, let 
them that should reward valour bear the sin 
upon their own heads. Til take it upon my 
death, I gave him this wound in the thigh: if 
the man were alive and would deny it, 'zounds, 
I would make him eat a piece of my sword. 157 
Lane. This is the strangest tale that e’er I 
heard. 

Prince. This is the strangest fellow, brother 
John. 

Coroe, bring your luggage nobly on your 
back: 160 

For my part, if a lie may do thee grace, 

I’ll gild ft with the happiest terms I have. 

[A retreat b sounded. 

The trumpet sounds retreat; the day is ours. 
Come, brother, let us to the highest of the 
Add, 164 

Tp see what friends are living, who are dead. 

[Exeunt the prince and John or 

LANCASTER* 

Fal. I’D foDow, as they say, for reward. He 
that rewards me, God reward him! Ifldogrow 
great, I’D grow less; for I’D purge, and leave 
sack, and live cleanly, as a nobleman should do. 

[Exit. 
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Scene V .—Another Part of the Field. 

The trumpets sound. Enter kino henry, the 
PRINCE, JOHN or LANCASTER, WESTMORELAND, 

and Others, with Worcester and vernon 
prisoners. 

K. Hen. Thus ever did rebellion find rebuke. 
Hi-spirited Worcester! did we not send grace, 
Pardon, and terms of love to all of you? 

And wouldst thou turn our offers contrary? 4 
Misuse the tenour of thy kinsman's trust? 
Three knights upon our party slain to-day. 

A noble earl and many a creature else 
Had been alive this hour, s 

If like a Christian, thou hadst truly borne 
Betwixt our armies true intelligence. 

1 Vor. What I have done my safety urg’d me 

And f embrace this fortune patiently, *a 

Since not to be avoided it falls on me. 

K. Hen. Bear Worcester to the death and 
Vernon too: 

Other offenders we will pause upon. 

[Exeunt WORCESTER and VERNON, guarded- 
How goes the field ? is 

Prince. The noble Scot, Lord Douglas, when 
he saw 

The fortune of the day quite turn'd from Mm, 
The noble Percy slain, and all his men 
Upon the foot of fear, fled with the rest: so 
And falling from a hill be was so bruis’d 
That the pursuers took him. At my tent 
The Douglas is, and I beseech your Grace 
I may dispose of him. 

K. Hen. With all my heart. 04 

Prince. Then, brother John of Lancaster, to 
you 

This honourable bounty shaft belong. 

Go to the Douglas, and deliver him 
Up to his pleasure, ransomless, and free: as 
His valour shown upon our crests to-day 
Hath taught us how to cherish such high c sedt. 
Even in the bosom of our adversaries. 

Lane. I thank your Grace for this high cour¬ 
tesy. 

Which I shall give away immediately. 

K. Hen. Then this remains, that we divide 
our power. 

You, son John, and my cousin Westmoreland 
Towards York shall bend you, with your dearest 
speed, jS 

To meet Northumberland and the prelate Scroop, 
Who, as we hear, an busily in arms: 

Myself and you, son Harry, will towards Wales, 
Tofight with Gfendower and the Earl of March. 
Rebellion in this land shall lose his sway, 41 
Meeting the check of such another day: 

And since this business so fair it done. 

Let us not leave till aft our own bs woo. [K**umt 
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INDUCTION 

Warkworth. Before Northumberland's Castle. 
Enter RUMOUR, painted full of tongues 
Bum. Open your ears; for which of you will 
stop 

The vent of hearing when loud Rumour speaks? 
l, from the orient to the drooping west. 

Making the wind my post-horse, still unfold 4 
The acts commenced on this ball of earth: 

Upon my tongues continual slanders ride. 

The which in every language I pronounce, 
Stuffing the ears of men with false report!, * 
I speak of peace, while covert enmity 
Under the smile of safety wounds the world: 
And who but Rumour, who but only I. 

Make fearful musters and prepar'd defence, ta 
Whilst the big year, swobs with soma oner grief. 
Is thought with ckud by the stem tyrant war. 
And no such matter ? Rumour is a pipe 
Blown by surmises, jealousies, conjectures, ti 
And of so easy and so plain a stop 
That the blunt monster with uncounted heads, 
The still-discordant wavering multitude. 

Can play upon it. But what need I thus so 

My well-known body to anatomize 
Among my householdT Why is Rumour here f 
I run Before King Harry's victory; 

Who in a bloody field By Shrewsbury 34 
Hath beaten down young Hotspur and his troops. 
Quenching the flame of bold rebellion 
Even with the rebels’ Blood. But what mean I 


To speak so true at first? my office is tl 
To noise abroad that Harry Monmouth fell 
Under the wrath of noble Hotspur’s sword. 

And that the king before the Douglas’ rage 
Stoop’d Us anointed head as low as death. 33 
This have I rumour’d through the peasant towns 
Between the royal field of Shrewsbury 
And this worm-eaten hold of ragged stone. 
Where Hotspur's father, old Northumberland, 
lies crafty-sick. The posts come tiring on, 37 
And not a man of them brings other news 
Than they have team’d of me: from Rumour's 
tongues 

They bring smooth comforts false, worse than 
true wrongs. (Exit. 


ACT I 

Scene I.—Warkworth. Before NORTHUMBER¬ 
LAND'S Castle. 

Enter lord bardolph. 

JL Bard. Who keeps the gate hoe? ho! 

[The Potter opens the gate. 
Where le the ear!! 
Port. What shall I say yon are? 

L, Bard. TeD thou this Ctrl 

That the Lord Bardolph doth attend him here. 
Port. Hit Lordship in walk’d forth into the 
orchard: 4 

Please it your honour knock but at the gate. 
And he himaelf will answer. 



ACT 1,100*11] 

Butr NOKIHUMBRLANB. 

L. Bard. Here come* the earl 

l Exit Porter. 

North. What new*. Lord Bardolph? every 
minute now 

Should be the father of tome stratagem. • 
The time* are wild; contention, like a horse 
Full of high feeding, madly hath broke loose 
And bears down au before Wn. 

. Bard. Noble earl, 

I bring you certain news from Shrewsbury, u 
North. Good, an God will! 

L. Bard. As good as heart can wish. 

The king is almost wounded to the death; 
And, in the fortune of my lord your son. 
Prince Harry slain outright; and both the 
Blunts is 

Kill’d by the hand of Douglas; young Prince 
John 

And Westmoreland and Stafford Bed the field. 
And Harry Monmouth’s brawn, the hulk Sir 
John, 

Is prisoner to your son: O! such a day, so 
So fought, so follow’d, and so fairly won. 
Came not till now to dignify the tones 
Since Cesar’s fortunes. 
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Upon mine bononr, for a point 

I’ll give my barony: never talk of it. 

North. Why should the cattleman that rode 
by Travers 

Give then such instances of loss? 

L. Bard. Who, he? j* 

He was some hOding fellow that had 
The horse he rode on, and, upon my life. 
Spoke at a venture. Look, here comes more 
news. 

Enter utmmu. 

North. Yea, this man’s brow, like to a title- 
leaf. 60 

Foretells the nature of a tragic volume: 

So looks the strand, whereon the imperious 
flood 

Hath left a witness’d usurpation. 

Say, Morton, didst thou come from Shrews¬ 
bury? 64 

Mor. I ran from Shrewsbury, my noble lord; 
Where hateful death put on his ugliest mask 
To fright our party. 

North. How doth my son and brother? 
Thou tremblest, and the whiteness in thy cheek 
U apter than thy tongue to tell thy errand. t» 

Even such a man, so faint, so spiritless, 

. ^ 

of night, 7* 


North. How is this deriv’d? —m, « m,,,uuu, bihuueh, 

Saw you the field? came you from Shrewsbury? So dull, so dead m look, so woe-begone, 
L. Bard. 1 spake with one, my lord, that Drew Priam’s curtain in the dead of nil 

came from thence: aj ”* . 

A gentleman well bred and of good name. 

That freely render’d me these news for true. 

North. Here comes my servant Travers, 
whom I sent ss 

On Tuesday last to listen after news. 

L. Bard. My lord, I over-rode him on the 
way; 

And he is furnish’d with no certainties 
More than he haply may retail from me. $> 


And would have told him half his Troy was 
bum’d; 

But Priam found the fire ere he his tongue, 

And I my Percy’s death ere thou report’s! it 
This thou wouldst say, ’Your son aid thus and 
thus; 76 

Your brother thus ;sofoughtthe noble Douglas;’ 
Stopy n^my greedy ear with their bold deeds: 


But m the end, to stop mine ear ini M , 
Thou hast a sigh to blow away this praise, 

PndlnO tnrfpVi 'Hrnther baw A.II - jJ.. 


Enter travesj. 

North. Now, Travers, what good tidings come 
with you? 

7 >a. My lord. Sir John Umfrevile turn’d me 
back 

With Joyful tidings; and, being better hors’d, 

Out-rode me. After him came spurring hard 
A gentleman, almost forspent with speed. 

That stopp’d by me to breathe Ms bloodied 

horse. 

He ask'd the way to Cheater; and of him 
I did demand what new* from Shrewsbury. 40 

He told me that rebellion had bad luck, ___,_ ._ 

And that young Harry Percy's spur was cold. Y our spirit is too true, your fears too certain. 


__„ __ to 

Ending with ‘mother, son, and all are dead.’ 
Mor. Douglas is living, and your brother, 
yet; 

But, for my lord your son,— 

North. Why, he is dead.— 

See, what s ready tongue suspicion hath! $4 
He that but fears the thing he would not know 
Hath by instinct kts-r.-.-iedge from others’ eyes 
That what he fear’d is chanced. Yet speak, 
Morton: 

Tell thou thy eari his divination lies, SS 
And I will take it as a sweet disgrace 
And make thee rich for doing me such wrong. 
Mor. You are too great to be by me gainsaid; 


With that he gave Ms able hone the head. 
And. bending forward struck Ms aimed hens 44 
Against the panting tides of Ms poor Jade 
Up to the rowel-head, and, starting so, 

He seem’d in running to devour the way. 
Staying no longer question. 

„ North. Ha! Again: 4* 

Said he young Harry Percy's spur was cold? 
Of Hotspur, Coldspur? that rebellion 
Had met ill luck? 

L. Bard. My lord, I'D teffi you what: 
If my young lord your son have not the day, 5a 


North. Yet, for all this, say not that Percy’s 
dead. 

I see a strange confession in thine eye: 

Thou shak'st thy bead, and hold’st it fear or sin 
To speak a truth. If he be slain, say ao; 96 
The tongue offends not that repasts Mi death: 
And he doth sin that doth bene the dead. 

Not he which says the dead is not alive. 

Yet the first bringer of unwelcome news see 
Hath but a losing office, and Ms tongue 
Sounds ever after as a sullen bdl. 

Remember’d knowing a departing friend. 
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L. Bard. I cannot think, my lord, your son 
is dead. 104 

Mor. I am sorry I should force you to believe 
That which I would to Cod I had not seen; 

But these mine eyes saw him in bloody state. 
Rendering faint quittance, wearied and out- 
breath'd, 108 

To Harry Monmouth; whose swift wrath beat 
‘ down 

The never-daunted Percy to the earth. 

From whence with life he never more sprung up. 

In few, his death,—whose spirit lent a fire 112 
Even to the dullest peasant in his camp,— 

Being bruited once, took fire and heat away 
From the best-temper’d courage in his troops; 
For from his metal was his party steel’d; 116 
Which once in him abated, aU the rest 
Turn’d on themselves, like dull and heavy lead: 
And as the thing that’s heavy in itself. 


[ACT 1 
»S« 


To feed contention in a lingering act; 

But let one spirit of the first-bom Cam 
Reign in all bosoms, that, each heart being set 
On bloody courses, the rude scene may end. 
And darkness be the burier of the dead! 160 
Tra. This strained passion doth you wrong, 
my lord. 

L. Bard. Sweet earl, divorce not wisdom 
from your honour. 

Mor. The lives of all your loving complices 
Lean on your health; the which, if you give o'er 
To stormy passion must perforce decay. 163 
You cast the event of war, my noble lord. 

And summ’d the account of chance, before you 
said, 

‘Let us make head.’ It was your presurmise 168 
That in the dole of blows your son might drop: 
You knew he walk'd o’er perils, on an edge. 
r>uu tu ilw uuiiB uutt 9 treat v; ut More likely to fall in than to get o’er: 

Upon enforcement flies with greatest speed, 12a You were advis’d his flesh was capable 172 


So did our men, heavy in Hotspur’s loss. 
Lend to this weight such lightness with their 
fear 

That arrows fled not swifter toward their aim 
Than did our soldiers, aiming at their safety. 
Fly from the field. Then was that noble Wor¬ 
cester 123 

Too soon ta’en prisoner; and that furious Scot, 
The bloody Douglas, whose well-labouring 
sword 

Had three times slain the appearance of the 
king, 128 

’Gan vail his stomach, and did mace the shame 
Of those that turn’d their backs; and in his 
flight. 

Stumbling in fear, was took. The sum of all 
Is, that the king hath won, and hath sent out 
A speedy power to encounter you, my lord. 
Under the conduct of young Lancaster 
And Westmoreland. This is the news at fufl. 

North. For this I shall have time enough to 
mourn. 136 

In poison there is physic; and these news. 
Having been well, that would have made me sick. 
Being sick, have in some measure made me well: 
And as the wretch, whose fever-weaken’d Joints, 
Like strengthless hinges, buckle under life, 14s 
Impatient of his fit, breaks like a fire 
Out of his keeper’s arms, even so my limbs, 
Weaken'd with grief, being now enrag’d with 
grief, 144 

Are thrice themselves. Hence, therefore, thou 
nice crutch! 

A scaly gauntlet now, with joints of steel 
Must glove this hand: and hence, thou sickly 
quoif! 

Thou art a guard too wanton for the head 14S 
Which princes, flesh’d with conquest, aim to hit. 


Now 1 


Of wounds and scars, and that his forward spirit 
Would lift him where most trade of danger 
rang’d: 

Yet did you say,' Go forth;' and none of this, 
Though strongly apprehended, could re¬ 
strain 2 74 

The stiff-borne action: what hath then befallen. 
Or what hath this bold enterprise brought 
forth. 

More than that being which was like to be? 

L. Bard. We all that are engaged to this loss 
Knew that we ventur’d on such dangerous seas 
That if we wrought out life ’twas ten to one: 
And yet we ventur'd, for the gain propos’d 
Chok’d the respect of likely peril fear’d; 184 
And since we an o’erset, venture again. 

Come, we will all put forth, body and goods. 
Mor. Tis mom than time: and, my most 
noble lord, 

I hear for certain, and do speak the truth, its 
The gentle Archbishop of York is up, 

With well-appointed powers: beds a man 
Who with a double surety binds his followers. 
My lord your son had only but the corpse’, 192 
But shadows and the shows of men to fight; 
For that same word, rebellion, did divide 
The action of their bodies from their souls; 
And they did fight with queasiness, constrain’d. 
As men drink potions, that their weapons 
only 

Seem’d on our side: but, for their spirits and 
souls. 

This word, rebellion, it had froze them up, 
As fish are in a pond. But now the biahop aoo 
Turns insurrection to religion: 

Suppos’d sincere and holy in Ms thoughts, 
He’s follow d both with body and withmmd. 
And doth enlarge his rising with the blood 204 


The ragged’st hour that time and spate dam 
bring 

To frown upon the enrag'd Northumberland! 
Let heaven kiss earth! now let not nature’s 
hand >» 

Keep tite wild flood confin’d! let order dial 
And lac this world no longer ba a stags 


I approach Of fair King Richard, scrap’d from Pomfr et 


stones; 

Derives from heaven his quarrel and his cause; 
Tells than he doth bestride a bleeding land. 
Gasping for hie under neat Bollngbroke; set 
And more and let* do feck to follow him, 
North. I knew of this bsfom; but, to speak 
ttun» 
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This present grief had wip’d it from my mind. 
Go in with me; and counsel every man ju 
T he aptest way for safety and revenge: 

Get piosts and letters, and make friends with 
speed: 

Never so few, and never yet more need. 

[Exeunt 


Scene H. — London. A Street. 

Enter sm JOHN falstaff, with his Page bearing 
his sword and buckler. 

Fal. Sirrah, you giant, what says the doctor 
to my water? 

Page. He said, sir, the water itself was a good 
healthy water; but, for the party that owed it. he 
might have more diseases than he knew for. s 

Fal. Men of all sorts take a pride to gird at 
me: the brain of this foolish-compounded clay, 
man, is not able to invent anything that tends 
to laughter, more than I invent or is invented 
on me: I am not only witty in myself, but the 
cause that wit is in other men. I do here walk 
before thee like a sow that hath overwhelmed all 
her litter but one. If the prince put thee into 
my service for any other reason than to set me 
on, why then I have no judgment. Thou whore¬ 
son mandrake, thou art fitter to be worn in my 
cap than to wait at my heels. I was never 
manned with an agate till now; but 1 will set 
you neither in gold nor silver, but in vile apparel, 
and send you back again to your master, for a 
jewel; the juvenal, the prince your master, whose 
chin is not yet fledged. I will sooner have a 
beard grow in the palm of my hand than he shall 
get one on his cheek; and yet he will not stick 
to say, his face is a face-royal: God may finish it 
when he will, it is not a hair amiss yet; he may 
keep it still as a face-royal, for a barber shall 
never earn sixpence out of it; and yet he will 
be crowing as if he had writ man ever since his 
father was a bachelor. He may keep his own 
grace, but he is almost out of mine, I can assure 
him. \Y hat said Master Dombledon about the 
satin for my short cloak and my slops ? 33 

Page. He said, sir, you should procure him 
better assurance than Bardolph; he would not 
take his bond and vours: he liked not the 
security. 37 

Fal. Let him be damned like the glutton! 
may his tongue be hotter 1 A whoreson Achito- 
phell a rascally yea-forsooth knave! to bear a 
gen; lem-inin hand,and tlicnstand upon security. 
The whoreson smooth-pates do now wear noth¬ 
ing but high shoes, and bunches of keys at their 
girdles; and if a man is thorough with them in 
honest taking up, then they must stand upon 
security. I had as lief they would put ratsbane 
in my mouth as offer to stop it with security. I 
looked a’ should have sent me two and twenty 
yards of satin, as I am a true knight, and he 
sendsmesecunty. Well.hemaysleepmsecurity; 
toyie hath the horn of abundance, and the tight¬ 
ness of his wife shines through it: and yet can¬ 
not he see, though he have his own lantuorn to 
light him. Where's Bardolph? H 


Page. He’s gone into Smithfield to buy your 
worship a horse. 

Fal. I bought him in Paul’s, and he’ll buy 
me a horse in Smithfield; an I could get me 
but a wife in the stews, 1 were manned, honed, 
and wived. 6o 

Enter the lord chief justice ana 
Servant. 

Page. Sir, here comes the nobleman that 
committed the prince for striking him about 
Bardolph. 

Fal. Wait close: I will not see him. 64 
Ch. Fust. What s he that goes there? 

Ser. Falstaff, an’t please your lordship. 

Ch. Just. He that was in question for the 
robbery? 68 

Ser. He, my lord; but he hath since done 
good service at Shrewsbury, and, as I hear, is 
now going with some charge to the Lord John 
of Lancaster. 7 1 

Ch. Just. What, to Yorir? Cali him back 

again. 

Ser. Sir John Falstaff. 

Fal. Boy, tell him 1 am deaf. 76 

Page. You-must speak louder, my master is 
deaf. 

Ch. Just. I am sure he is, to the hearing of 
anything good. Go, pluck him by the elbow; 1 
must speak with him. 

Ser. Sir John I 82 

Fal. What! a young knave, and beg! Is there 
not wars? is there not employment? doth not 
the king lack subjects? do not the tebels want 
soldiers? Though it be a shame to be on any 
side but one, it is worse shame to beg than to be 
on the worst side, were it worse than the name 
of rebellion can tell how to make it. 

Ser. You mistake roe, sir. 90 

Fal. Why, sir, did I say you were an honest 
man? setting my knighthood and my soldier¬ 
ship aside, I had fled in my thioat if I had 
said so. 94 

Ser. I pray you, sir, then set your knighthood 
and your soldiership aside, and give me leave to 
tell you you lie in your throat if you say 1 
am any other than an honest man. 98 

Fal. I give thee leave to tell me sol I lay 
aside that which grows to mb! If thou gett’st 
any leave of me, hang me: if thou takes! leave, 
thou wert better be hanged. You hunt-counter: 
hence 1 avaunt! 103 

Ser. Sir, niy lord would speak with you. 

Ch. Just. Sir John FaLuiif, a word with 
you. 

Fal. My good lord 1 God give your lordship 
good time of -tay. 1 <i.n glad to see your lord- 
ship abroad; i heard say your lordsiup was sick: 
I hope your loidxhip goes abroa I by advice. 
Y our lordship, though not clean postyour youth, 
hath yet some smack of age in you, some relish 
of the saltness of lime; «..d I most humbly be¬ 
seech your lordship to have a reverend cue of 
your health. tij 

Ch. Just. Sir John,! sent for you before your 
espediuun to Shrewsbury. 
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FaL An’t pkue roar lordship, I hoar his 
majesty is returned with some discomfort from 
Wales. 120 

Ch. Just. I talk not of his majesty. Yon 
would not come what I sent for you. 

Fal. And 1 hear, moreover, bis highness is 
fallen into this same whoreson apoplexy. 1x4 

Ch. Just. Well, heaven mend him! I pray 
you, let me speak with you. 
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Ch. Just. There is not a white hair on your 
Sue but should have his effect of gravity. 1S5 
Fal His effect of gravy, gravy, gravy. 

Ch. Just. Yon follow the young pit >. e up 
and down, like his ill angel. iss 

Fal. Not so, my lord; your ill angel is light, 
but I hope he that looks upon me will take me 
without weighing: and yet, in some respects, I 
grant, I cannot go, 1 cannot tell. Virtue is of 


Fal. This apoplexy is, as I take it, a kina of so little regard in these costermonger times that 
lethargy, an’t please your lordship; a kind of true valour is turned bear-herd: pregnancy is 


licming in the blood, a whoreson tingling. 

Ch. Just. Wbat tell you me of it? be it as 
it is. tyt 

Fal. It hath its original from much grief, 
from study and perturbation of the brain. I 
have read the cause of his effects in Galen: it is 
A lcinj of deafness. 

Ch. Just. I think you are fallen into the dis¬ 
ease, for you hear not what I say to you. 137 
Fal. Very well, my lord, very well: rather, 
an’t please you, it is the disease of not listening, 
the malady of not marking, that I am troubled 
withal. 141 

Ch. Just. To punish you by the heels would 
amend the attention of your ears; and I care 
not if I do become your physician. 144 

Fal. I am as poor as Job, my lord, but not so 


made a tapster, and hath his quick wit wasted 
in giving reckonings: ail the other gifts apperti- 
nent to man, as the malice of this age shapes 
them, are not worth a gooseberry. You that are 
old consider not the capacities of us that are 
young; you measure the heat of our livers with 
the bitterness of your gaits: and we that are in 
the vaward of our youth, I must confess, are 
wags too. 203 

Ch. Just. Do you set down your name in the 
scroll of youth, that are written down old with 
all the characters of age? Have you not a moist 
eye, a dry hand, a yellow cheek, a white beard, 
a decreasing leg, an increasing belly? Is not 
your voice broken, your wind short, your chin 
double, your wit single, and every part about 


you blasted with antiquity, and win you yet call 
patient: your lordship may minister the potion yourself young? Fie, fie, fie. Sir John] 212 
of imprisonment to me in respect of poverty; Fat. My lord, I was bom about three of the 
but bow I should be your patient to follow your clock in the afternoon, with a white head, and 
prescriptions, the wise may make some dram of something a round belly. For my voice, I have 
a scruple, or indeed a scruple itself. 150 lost it with hollaing, and singing of anthems. 

Ch. Just. I sent for you, when there were To approve my youth further, I will not; the 
matters against you for your life, to come speak truth is, I am only old in judgment and under- 
with me. standing; and he that will caper with me for a 

Fal. As I was that advised by my learned thousand marks, let him lend me the money, 
counsel in the laws of this land-service, I did and have at him! For the box o’ the ear that 

the prince gave you, he gave it like a rude prince, 
and you took it like a sensible lord. I have 
checked him for it, and the young lion repents; 
marry, not in ashes and sackcloth, but in new 
afik and old sack. 22s 

Ch. Just. Well, God send the prince a better 
companion! 

Fal. God send the companion a better prince! 
I cannot rid my hands of him. 230 

Ch. Just. Well, the king hath severed you 
and Prince Harry. I hear you are going with 
Lord John of Lancaster against the archbishop 
and the Earl of Northumberland. 234 

Fal. Yea; I thank your pretty sweet wit for 
it. But look you pray, all you that kiss my lady 
Peace at borne, that our armies join not in a hot 
day; for, by tbs lord, I take but two shirts out 
with me, and I mean not to sweat extraordinari¬ 
ly; if it be a hot day, and I brandish anything but 
my bottle, I would! might never spit white again. 
There is not a dangerous action can peep out 


not come. is* 

Ch. Just. Well, the truth is. Sir John, you 
live in great infamy. 

Fal. He that buckles him in my belt cannot 
live in less. 160 

Ch. Just. Your means are very slender, and 
your waste is great. 

Fal. I would it were otherwise: I would my 
means were greater and my waist slenderer. 
Ch.Just. You ha ve misled the youthful prince. 
Fal. The young prince hath misled me: I 
am the fellow with the great belly, and he my 
dog. 1*8 

Ch. Just. WeQ,Iamloath to galla new-healed 
wound: your day’s service at Shrewsbury hath a 
little gilded over your night’s exploit on Gads- 
hill: you may thank the unquiet time for your 
quiet o’er-poisting that action. 173 

Fal. My lord! 

Ch. Just. But since all is well, keep it so: 
wake not a sleeping wolf. 17* 


Fal. To wake a wolf is as bad as to smell a his head but I am thrust upon it. Weil, I can- 


fox. 

Ch. Just. What! yon are as a candle, the 
better part burnt out. 180 

Fj!. A wassail candle, my lord; all tallow: 
if I did say of wax, my growth would approve 
the truth. 


not last ever. But it was always yet the trick of 
our En g l is h nation, if they have a good thing, to 
make it too common. Ifyou will needs say lam 
an old man, you should give me rest. I would 
to God my name were not so terrible to the 
enemy as it is: I ware better to be eaten to death 




B) 


with nut than to be acoored to nothing with 
perpetual motion. ajr 

Ch. Just. Well, be honest, be honest; and 
God bless vow expedition. 

Fal. Will your lordship lend me a thousand 
pound to furnish me forth? 255 

Ch. Just. Not a penny; not a penny; you ate 
too impatient to bear crosses, rare you well: 
c ommend me to my cousin Westmoreland, 25s 
[Exeunt chief JUSTICE and Servant. 
Fal. HI do, fillip me with a three-man beetle. 
A man can no more separate age and covetous¬ 
ness than he can part young limbs and lechery; 
but the gout galls the one, and the pox pinches 
the other; and so both the degrees prevent my 
curses. Soy! 264 

Page. Sir I 

Fal. What money is in my purse? 

Page. Seven groats and twopence. 267 

Fal. I can get no remedy against this con¬ 
sumption of the purse: borrowing only lingers 
and lingers it out, but the disease is incurable. 
Go bear this letter to my Lord of Lancaster; 
this to the prince; this to the Earl of Westmore¬ 
land; and this to old Mistress Ursula, whom I 
have weekly sworn to marry since 1 perceived 
the first white hair on my chin. About it: you 
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Of aids incertain should not be admitted. 24 
Arch. Tie very true. Lord Bardolph; for. 

It was young Hotspur’s case at Shrewsb ur y. 
L. Bard. It was, my lord; who lin’d himself 
with hope. 

Eating the air on promise of supply, as 
Flattering himself with project of a power 
Much smaller than the smallest of his thoughts; 
And so, with great imagination 
Proper to mailmen, led hb powers to death, 32 
And winking leap’d into destruction. 

Hast. But, by your leave, it never yet did hurt 
To lay down likelihoods and forms of hope. 

I^ Bard. Yes, If this present quality of war,— 
Indeed the instant action,—a cause on foot. 
Lives so in hope, as in an early spring 
Weseetheappearing buds; which, to prove frill t, 
Hope gives not so much warrant as despair 40 
That frosts will bite them, When we mean to 
build. 

We first survey the plot, then draw the model; 
And when we see the figure of the house. 
Then must we rate the cost of the erection; 44 
Which if we find outweighs ability. 

What do we then but draw anew the model 
In fewer offices, or at last desist 


usw mat ntutw a asaaa was uir uuu. nvuui aw. jvu au rvnvi vsuvvo, «a» wot uvorot 

know where to find me. [Exit page.] A pox of Tobuildatall? Muchmore.inthisgreatwork,— 
this gout! or, a gout of this pox! for the one or Which is almost to pluck a kingdom down 49 
the other plays the rogue with my great toe. And set another up,—should we survey 
Tis no matter if I do halt; I have the wars for The plot of situation and the model, 
my colour, and my pension shall seem the more Consent upon a sure foundation, 32 

reasonable. A good wit will make use of any- Question surveyors, know our own estate, 
thing; I will turn diseases to commodity. [£xif. How able such a work to undergo. 

To weigh against his opposite; or else. 


We fortify in paper, and in figures, $3 

Using the names of men instead of men: 

Lake one that draws the model of a house 
Beyond his power to build it; who, half through. 
Gives o’er and leaves his part-created cost 60 
A naked subject to the weeping clouds, 

And waste for churlish winter’s tyranny. 

Hast. Grant that our hopes, yet likely of fair 
birth. 

Should be still-born, and that we now possess’d 
The utmost man of expectation; 65 

I think we are a body strong enough. 

Even as we are, to equal with the king. 

L. Bard. What I is the king but five-and- 
twenty thousand ? ss 

Hast. To us no more; nay, not so much. 
Lord Bardolph. 

For his divisions, as the times do brawl. 

Are in three heads: one power against the 
French, 

And one against G lendower; perforce, a third 72 
Must take up us: so is the unfiim king 
In three divided, and his coffers sound 
With hollow poverty and emptiness. 

Arch. That he should draw his several 
strengths together 76 

And come against us in full puissance, 

.,... shouid noTstep too far'20 N«d not be dreaded. 

| ^ amistance by the hand; Hast. If he should do so. 

For in a them, so bloody-fac’d as this. He leaves his bade unarm'd, the French and 

Conjecture, expectation, and surmise Welsh 


Scene m.— York. A Room in the ARCH¬ 
BISHOP’S Palace. 

Enter the archbishop of York, lord Hastings, 
MOWBRAY, and BARDOLPH. 

Arch. Thus have you heard our cause and 
known our means: 

And, my most noble friends, I pray you all. 
Speak plainly your opinions ofour hopes: 
And first. Lord Marshal, what say you to it ? 4 
Mowb. I well allow the occasion of our arms; 
But gladly would be better satisfied 
How in our means we should advance ourselves 
To look with forehead bold and big enough s 
Upon the power and puissance of the king. 

Hast. Our present musters grow upon the file 
To five-and-twenty thousand men of choice; 
And our supplies live largely in the hope u 
Of great Northumberland, whose bosom burns 
With an Incensed fire of injuries. 

L. Bard. The question, then. Lord H a stin g s , 
standeth thus: 

Whether our present five-and-twenty thousand 
May hold up head without Northumberland. 17 
Hast. With him, we may. 

L. Bard. Ay, many, there s the point: 

it be thought too feeble, 
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Iact n 


Baying him at the heels: never fear that So 
L. Bard. Who is it like should lead his forces 
hither? 

Hast. The Duke of Lancaster and West¬ 
moreland; 


Quick. Alas the day! take heed of him: he 
stabbed me in mine own house, and that most 
beastly. In good faith, he cares not what 
mischief he doth if his weapon be out: he 
will foin like any devil; he will spare neither 


lUVituMiu. wui ivat unw nuj uvtu, i 

Against the Welsh, himself and Harry Mon- man, woman, nor child. 


mouth: 

But who is substituted ’gainst the French 84 
1 have no certain notice. 

Arch. Let us on 

And publish the occasion of our arms. 

The commonwealth is sick of their own choice; 
Their over-greedy love hath surfeited. 88 

A habitation giddy and unsure 
Hath he that buildeth on the vulgar heart. 

O thou fond many 1 with what loud applause 
Didst thou beat heaven with blessing Boling- 
broke 92 

Before he was what thou wouldst have him be: 
And being now trimm’d in thine own desires, 
Thou, beastly feeder, art so full of him 
That thou provok’st thyself to cast him up. 96 
So, so, thou common dog, didst thou disgorge 
Thy glutton bosom of the royal Richard, 

And now thou wouldst eat thy dead vomit up, 
And howl’st to find it. What trust is in these 
times? 100 

They that, when Richard liv'd, would have him 
die, 

Are now become enamour'd on his grave: 
Thou, that threw'st dust upon his goodly head. 
When through proud London he came sighing 
on 104 

After the admired heels of Bolingbroke, 

Cry’st now, ‘O earth! yield us that king again. 
And take thou this!’ O, thoughts of men ac¬ 
curst! 

Past and to come seem best; things present 
worst 108 

Mowb. Shall we go draw our numbers and 
set on? 

Hast. We are time’s subjects, and time bids 
be gone. [Exeunt. 


ACT n 

Scene I.— London. A Street. 

Enter mistress quickly: fans, and his Boy, 
with her; and SNARB following. 

Quick. Master Fang, have you entered the 
exion? 

Fang. It is entered. 

Quick. Where’s your yeoman? b it a lusty 
yeoman? wifi a’ stand to’t? 

Fanp. Sirrah, where’s Snare? 

Quick. O Lord, ay! good Master Snare. 
Snare. Here, here. 8 

Fang. Snare, we must arrest Sir John Fal- 
staff. 

Quick. Yea, good Master Snare; I have en¬ 
tered him and afi. 12 

Snare. It may chance cost some of us our 
lira, for he wifi stab. 


Fang. If I can close with him I care not for 
his thrust. 

Quick. No, nor I neither: I’ll be at your 
elbow. 24 

Fang. An I but fist him once; an a* come but 
within my vice,— 

Quick. I am undone by his going; I warrant 
you, he’s an infinitive thing upon my score. 
Good Master Fang, hold him sure: good Master 
Snare, let him not'scape. A’ comes continuantly 
to Pie-corner—saving your manhoods—to buy 
a saddle; and he's indited to dinner to the Lub¬ 
ber’s Head in Lumbert-Street, to Master Smooth’s 
I he silkman: I pray ye., since my cxion is entered, 
and my case so openly known to the world, let 
him be brought in to his answer. A hundred 
mark is a long one for a poor lone woman to 
bear: and 1 have borne, and borne, and borne; 
and have been fubbed off, and fubbed off, and 
fubbed off, from this day to that day, that it is a 
shame to be (bought on. There is no honesty in 
such dealing; unless a woman should be made 
an ass, and a beast, to bear every knave’s wrong. 
Yonder he comes; and that arrant mahnsey- 
nose knave, Bardolph, withhim. Doyouroffices, 
do your offices, Master Fang and Master Snare; 
do me, do me, do me your offices. 47 

Enter sir John falstaff, Page, and BARDOLPH. 

Fal. How now! whose mare’s dead? what’s 
the matter? 

Fang. Sir John, I arrest yon at the suit of 
Mistress Quickly. 51 

Fal. Away, varletsl Draw, Bardolph: cut 
me off the villain’s head; throw the quean in 
the channel. 1 54 

Quick. Throw me in the channel 1 I’ll throw 
thee in the channel. Wilt thou? wilt thou? thou 
bastardly rogue 1 Murder, murder! Ah, thou 
honey-suckle villain 1 wilt thou kill God's officers 
and ffie king’s? Ah, thou honey-seed rogue! 
thou art a honey-teed, a man-quefier, and a 
woman-quefier. 61 

Fal. Keep them off, Bardolph. 

Fang. A rescue I a rescue! 

Quick. Good people, bring a rescue or two! 
Thou wo’t, wo’t thou? thou wo't, wo’t ta? do, 
do, thou rogue! do, thou hemp-seed 1 66 

Fal. Away, you scullion 1 you rampallian! 
you fustiiarian! I’ll tickle your catastrophe. 

Enter the tom CHIEF JUSTICE, attended. 

Ch. Just. What is the matter ? keep the peace 
here, ho! 

Quick. Good my lord, be good to met I be¬ 
seech you, stand to met 7a 

Ch. Just. How now. Sir John! what I am yon 
brawling here? 

Doth this become your place, your time and 
business? 
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Yon should have been well on your way to 
York. 


Impudent saudness: If a man will make curtey, 
and say nothing, he is virtuous. No, my lord. 


Stand from him, fellow: wherefore hang’st up- my humble duty remembered, 1 will not be year 


on him? 76 

Quick. O, my most worshipful lord, an’t 
please your grace, I am a poor widow of East- 
cheap, and he is arrested at my suit. 

Ch. Just. For what sum? 80 

Quick. It is more than for some, my lord; it 
is for ail, all I have. He hath eaten me out of 
house and home; he hath put all my substance 
into that fat belly of his: but I will have some of 
it out again, or I will ride thee o’ nights like the 
mare. 

Fal. I think I am as like to ride the mare if 
I have any vantage of ground to get up. 88 
Ch. Just. How comes this, Sir John? Fie! 
what man of good temper would endure this 
tempest of exclamation ? Are you not ashamed 
to enforce a poor widow' to so lough a course to 
come by her own? 93 

Fal. what is the gross sum that I owe thee? 

Quick. Marry, if thou wert an honest man, 
thyself and the money too. Thou didst swear 
to me upon a parcel-gilt goblet, sitting in my 
Dolphin-chamber, at the round table, by a sea- 
coal lire, upon \\ ednesday in Wheesou week, 
when the prince broke ihy head for liking his 
father to a singing-man of Windsor, thou didst 
swear to me then, as I was washing thy wound, 
to marry me and make me my lady thy wife. 

Canst thou deny it? Did not good wife Keech, 
the butcher’s wife, come in then and call me 

gossip Quickly? coining in to borrow a mess of _ . 

vinegar; telling us she had a good dish of know thou wast set on to this. 
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suitor: I say to you, Ido desire deliverance fi om 
these officers, being upon hasty employment in 
the king's affairs. 144 

Ch. Just. You speak as having power to do 
wrong: but answer in the effect of your reputa¬ 
tion, and satisfy the poor woman. 

Fal. Come hither, hostess. [Taking her aside. 

Enter cower. 

Ch. Just. Now, Master Gowerl what news? 

Gow. I he king, my lord, and Harry Prince 
of Wales 

Are near at hand: the rest the paper tells. 

[Gives a letter. 

Fal. As I am a gentleman. 15a 

Quick. Nay, you said so before. 

Fal. As I am a gentleman. Come, no more 
words of it. 

Quick. By this heavenly ground I tread on, 
I must be fain to pawn both my plate and the 
tapestry of my dining-chambers. 15s 

Fal. Glasses, glasses, is the only drinking: 
and for thy walls, a pretty slight drollery, or the 
story of the Prodigal, or the German hunting in 
water-work, is worth a thousand of these bed- 
hangings and ihese fly-bitten tapestries. Let it 
be ten pound if thou canst. Come, an it were 
not for thy humours, there is not a better wench 
in England. Go, wash thy face, and draw thy 
action. Come, thou must not be in this humour 
with me; dost not know me? Come, come, i 

169 


prawns; whereby thou didst desire to eat some, 
whereby I told thee they were ill for a green 
wound ? And didst thou not, when she was gone 
down stairs, desire me to be no more so famili¬ 
arity with such poor people; saying that ere 
long they should call me madam? And didst 
thou not kiss me and bid me fetch thee thirty 
shillings? I put thee now to thy book-oath: 
deny it if thou canst. n 6 

Fal. My lord, this Is a poor mad soul; and 
she says up and down the town that her eldest 
son is like you. She hath been in good case, 
and the truth is, poverty hath distracted her. 
But for these foolish officers, I beseech you I 
may have redress against them. 122 

Ch. Just. Sir John, Sir John, I am well ac¬ 
quainted with your manner of wrenching the 
true cause the false way. It is not a confident 
brow, nor the throng of words that come with 
such more than impudent sauciness from you, 
can thrust me from a level consideration; you 
have, as it appears to me, practised upon the 
easy-yielding spirit of this woman, and made 
her serve your uses both in purse and in person. 
Quick. Yea, in troth, my lord. 132 

Ch. Just. Prithee, peace. Pay her the debt 
you owe her, and unpay the villany you have 
done»her: the one you may do with sterling 
Money, and the other with current repentance. 

Fal. My lord, I will not undergo this s n eap 
without reply. You call honourable boldness 


Quick. Prithee, Sir John, let it be but twenty 
nobles: i’ faith, I am loath to pawn my piate. 
so God save me, lal 172 

Fal. Let it alone; I’ll make other shift: 
you'll be a fool still. 

Quick. Well, you shall have it, though I pawn 
my gown. 1 hope you’ll come to supper. You’ll 
pav me all together? 177 

Fal. Will I live? [To bardolph.] Go, with 
her, with her; hook on, hook on. 

Quick. Will you have Doll Tearsheet meet 
you at supper? 

Fal. No more words; let’s have her. 

[Exeunt MISTRESS QUICKLY, BARDOLPH, 
Officers, and Page. 
Ch. Just. I have heard better news. 

Fal. What’s the news, my good lord? i 8 » 
Ch. Just. Where lay the king last night? 
Gow. At Basingstoke, my lord. 

Fal. I hope, my lord, all s well: what Is the 
news, my lord? 

Ch. Just. Come all his forces back? 

Goiv. No; fifteen hundred foot, five hundred 
hone. 

Are march’d up to my Lord of Lancaster, 
Against Northumberland and the archbishop. 
Fal. Comes the king back from Wales, my 
noble lord ? in 

Ch. Just. You shall have letters of me pre¬ 
sently. 

Come, go along with me, good Master Gower. 
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Fat. My lord! 19s 

Ch. Just. What’s the matter? 

FaL blaster Cower, shall 1 entreat you with 
me to dinner? 

Cow. I must wait upon my good lord here; 

I thank you, good Sir John. xoi 

Ch. Just. Sir John, you loiter here too long, 
being you arc to take soldiers up in counties as 
you go. 

Fat. Will you sup with me. Master Gower? 

Ch. Just. What foolish master taught you 
these manners. Sir John? 

Fat. Master Gower, if they become me not, 
he was a fool that taught them me. This is the 
right fencing grace, my lord; tap for tap, and 
so part fair. an 

Ch. Just. Now the Lord lighten thee'. thou 
art a great fooL {Fxeunt. 


Scene TL —The Same. Another Street. 

Enter the PRINCE and POIN5. 

Prince. Before God, I am exceeding weary. 
Poins. Is it come to that? I had thought 
weariness durst not have attached one of so 
high blood. 4 

Prince- Faith, it does me, though it dis¬ 
colours the complexion of my greatness to ac¬ 
knowledge it. Doth it not show vilely in me to 
desire small beer? 8 

Poins. Why, a prince should not be so loosely 
studied as to remember so weak a composition. 

Prince. Belike then my appetite was not 
princely got; for, by my troth, 1 do now re¬ 
member the poor creature, small beer. But, 
indeed, these humble considerations make me 
out of love with my greatness. What a disgrace 
is it to me to remember thy name, or to know 
thy face to-morrow! or to take note how many 
pair of silk stockings thou hast; viz. these, and 
those that were thy peach-coloured ones! or to 
bear the inventory of thy shirts; as, one for 
superfluity, and one other for use I But that the 
tennis-court-keeper knows better than I, for it 
is a low ebb of linen with thee when thou keepest 
not racket there; as thou hast not done a great 
while, because the rest of thy low-countries have 
made a shift to eat up thy holland: and God 
knows whether those that bawl out the ruins 
of thy linen shall inherit his kingdom; but the 
midwives say the children ate not in the fault; 
whereupon the world increases, and kindreds 
are mightily strengthened. 31 

Poins. How ill it follows, after you have 
laboured so hard, you should talk so idly! Tell 
me, how many good young princes would do 
so, their fathers being so side as yours at this 
time is? 36 

Prince. Shall I tell thee one thing, Poms? 
Poins. Yes, faith, and let it be an excellent 
good thing. 

Prince. It shad serve among wits of no 
higher breeding than thine. 4, 

Poins. Go to; I stand tire push of your one 
thing that you will tell. 


(act n 

Prince. Marry, I tell thee, it is not meet that 
I should be sad, now my father is sick; albeit l 
could tell to thee,—as to one it pleases me, for 
fault of a better, to call my friend,—I could be 
sad, and sad indeed too. 48 

Poins. Very hardly upon such a subject. 
Prince. By this hand, thou thinkest me as 
far in the devil's book as thou and Falstaff for 
obduracy and persistency: let the end try the 
man. But I tell thee my heart bleeds inwardly 
that my father is so sick; and keeping such vile 
company as thou art hath in reason taken from 
me all ostentation of sorrow. 56 

Poins. The reason? 

Prince. What wouidst thou think of me if I 
should weep? 

Poins. 1 would think thee a most princely 
hypocrite. 61 

Prince. It would be every man’s thought; 
and thou art a blessed fellow to think as every 
man thinks: never a man’s thought in the world 
keeps the road-way better than thine: every man 
would think me a hypocrite indeed. And what 
aocitesyourmost worshipful thought tothinkso ? 

Poins. Why, because you have been so lewd 
and so much engrafted to Falstaff. 69 

Prince. And to thee. 

Poins. By this light, I am well spoke on; I 
can hear it with mine own ears; the worst that 
they can say of me is that 1 am a second brother 
and that I am a proper fellow of my hands; and 
these two things I confess I cannot help. By 
the mass, here comes Bardolph. 76 

Enter bardolph and Page. 

Prince. And the boy that I gave Falstaff: a’ 
had him from me Christian; and look, if the fat 
villain have not transformed him ape. 

Bard. God save your Grace! 80 

Prince. And yours, most noble Bardolph. 
Bard. [To the Page.) Come, you virtuous ass, 
you bashful fool, must you be^blushing ? where¬ 
fore blush you now ? What a maidenly man-at- 
arms are you become! Is it such a matter to 
get a pottle-pot's maidenhead ? 86 

Paste. A’ calls me even now, my lord, through 
a red lattice, and 1 coukl discern no part of his 
face from the window: at last, I spied his eyes, 
and methought he had made two holes in the 
ale-wife’s new petticoat, and peeped through. 
Prince. Hath not the boy profited? 92 
Bard. Away, you whoreson upright rabbit, 
awayt 

Page. Away, you rascally Althea’s dream, 
away! 9 « 

Prince. Instruct us, boy; what dream, boy? 
Page. Many, my lord, Althea dreamed she 
was delivered of a firebrand; and therefore I call 
him her dream. 100 

Prince. A crown’s worth of good interpreta¬ 
tion. There it is, boy. [Giver him money- 
Poins. O! that this good blossom could be 
kept from cankers. Well, there is sixpence to 
preserve thee. 105 

Bard. An you do not make him be hanged 
among you, the gallows shall have wrong. 
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Prince. And how doth thy master, Bardolph ? 
Bard. Weil, my lord. He heard of your 
Grace's coming to town: there's a letter for you. 

Pains. Delivered with good respect. And 
how doth the martlemas, your master? tu 
Bard. In bodily health, sir. 

Pouts. Many, the immortal part needs a 
physician; but that moves not him: though 
that be sick, it dies not. 116 

Prince. I do allow this wen to be as familiar 
with me as my dog; and be holds his place, for 
look you how be writes. 119 

Point. 'John Falstaff, knight,'—every man 
must know that, as on as he has occasion to 
name himself: even like those that are akin to 
the king, for they never prick their finger but 
they say, ‘There is some of the king’s blood 
spilt.’ ‘How comes that?' says he mat takes 
upon him not to conceive. The answer is as 
ready as a borrower's cap, ‘I am the king’s poor 
cousin, sir.’ 12S 

Prince. Nay, they will be kin to us, or they 
will fetch it from laphet. But to the letter: 

Poins. Sir John Falstaff, knight, to the son 
of the king nearest his father, Harry Prince of 
Wales, greeting. Why, this is a certificate. 
Prince. Peace! 134 

Poins. / will imitate the honourable Romans 
bt brevity: sure he means brevity in breath, 
short-winded. —I commend me to thee, l com¬ 
mend thee, and I leave thee. Be not too familiar 
with Poins; for he misuses thy favours so much 
that he swears thou art to marry his sister Nell. 
Repent at idle times as thou mayest, and so 
farewell. 14a 

Thine, by yea and no,—which Is as much 
as to say, as thou usest him, JACX fal¬ 
staff, with my familiars; JOHN, with 
my brothers taut sisters, and got JOHN 
with all Europe. 

My lord. I'll steep this letter in sack and make 
him eat it >49 

Prince. That’s to make him eat twenty of 
his words. But do you use me thus, Ned? must 
1 marry your sister? 152 

Poins. God send the wench no worse fortune! 
butlneversaid so. 

Prince. Well, thus we play the fools with the 
time, and the spirits of the wise sit in the clouds 
and mock us. Is your master here in London? 
Bard. Yes, my lord. 

Prince. Where sups he? doth the old boar 
feed in the old frank? 160 

Bard. At the old place, my lord, in East- 
cheap. 

Prince. What company? 

Page. Ephesians, my lord, of the old church. 
Prince. Sup any women with him ? 165 

Page. None, my lord, but old Mistress Quickly 
and Mistress Doll Tearsheet 
Prince. What pagan may that be? 16S 

Page. A proper gentlewoman, sir, and a kins¬ 
woman of my master’s. 

Prince. Even such kin as the parish heifers 
are to the town bulL Shall we steal upon them, 
Ned, at supper? 173 


Poins. I am your shadow, my lord; I'll 
follow you. 

Prince. Sirrah, you boy, and Bardolph; no 
word to your master that I am yet come to 
town: there's for your silence. |C;in money. 
Bard. I have no tongue, sir. 179 

Page. And for mine, sir, I will govern it. 
Prince, hare ye well; go. (Exeunt bakdOLPH 
and Page. 1 This Doll learsheet should be some 
road. 

Poins. I warrant you, as common as the way 
between Saint Alban’s and London. 1B5 

Prince. How might we see t alstaff bestow 
himself to-night in his true colours, and not 
ourselves be seen? rss 

Poins. Put on two leathern jerkins and 

aprons, and wait upon him at his table as 
drawers. 191 

Prince. From a god to a bull! a heavy 
descension! it was Jove’s case. From a prince 
to a prentice! a low transformation! that shall 
be mine; for in every thing the purpose must 
weigh with the folly. Follow me, Ned. [Exeunt. 

Scene TH.— Warkworth. Before NORTHUMBEB- 
land’s Castle. 

Enter Northumberland, lady northumbe*- 
LAND, and LADY PERCY. 

North. I pray thee, loving wife, and gentle 
daughter. 

Give even way unto my rough affairs: 

Put not you on the visage of the times. 

And be like them to Percy troublesome. 4 
Lady N. I have given over, I will speak no 
more: 

Do what you will; your wisdom be your guide. 
North. Alas! sweet wife, my honour is at 
pawn; 

And, but my going, nothing can redeem it. * 
Lady P. O! yet for God s sake, go not to 
these wars. 

The time was, father, that you broke your word 
When you were more endear’d to it than now; 
When your own Percy, when my heart’s dear 
Harry, n 

Threw many a northward lock to see his father 
Bring up his powers; but be did long in vain. 
Who then persuaded you to stay at home? 
There were two honours lost, yours'and your 
son’s: i* 

For yours, the God of heaven brighten it! 

For his, it stuck upon him as the sun 
In the grey vault of heaven; and by his light 
Did all the chivalry of England move 20 
To do brave acts: he was Indeed the glass 
Wherein the noble youth did dress themselves: 
He had no legs, that practis'd not his gait; 

And speaking duck, which nature made his 
blemish, 34 

Became the accents of the valiant; 

For those that could speak low and tardily. 
Would turn their own perfection to abuse. 

To seem like him: so that, in speech, in gait, 28 
In diet, in affections of delight. 

In military rules, humours of blood. 
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He was the mark anil glass, copy and book, 
That fashion'd others. And him, O wondrous 
him! as 

O miracle or men! him did you leave,— 
Second to none, unseconded by you,— 

To look upon the hideous god of war 
In disadvantage; to abide a field 3« 

Where nothing but the sound of Hotspur’s 
name 

Did seem defensible: so you left him. 

Never, Ol never, do his ghost the wrong 
To hold your honour moie precise and nice so 
With others than with him: let them alone. 
The marshal and the archbishop are strong: 
Had my sweet Ha rry had but h alf their numbers. 
To-day might I, hanging on Hotspur’s neck, 44 
Have talk’d of Monmouth’s grave. 

North. Keshrew your heart. 

Fair daughter! you do draw tny spirits from me 
With new lamenting ancient oversights. 

But I must go and meet with danger there, 48 
Or it will seek me in another place. 

And find me worse provided. 

Lady N. O! fiy to Scotland, 

Till that the nobles and the armed commons 
Have of their puisrance made a little taste. 52 
Lady P. If they get ground and vantage of 
the king. 

Then join you <• s;h them, like a rib of steel, 
Tomakestrengtu stronger; but, for all our loves. 
First let them try themselves. So did your son; 
He was so suffer’d: so came I a widow; 57 
And never shall have length of life enough 
To rain upon remembrance with mine eyes, 
That it may grow and sprout as high as heaven. 
For recordation to my noble husband. 61 
North. Come, come, go in with me. 'Tiswith 
my mind 

As with the tide swcli’d up unto its height, 

That makes a stiU-otand, running neither way: 64 
Fain would 1 go to meet the archbishop. 

But many thousand reasons hold me back. 

I will resolve for Scotland: there am I, 

Till lime and vantage ctave my company. 68 

l Lxeunt . 


Scene IV.— London. A Loom in the Boar's 
Head Tavern, in hastcheap. 

Enter two Drawers. 

First Draw. What the dev il hast thou brought 
there ? a pple-johns ? thou knowest Sir John can¬ 
not endure an apple-john. 3 

Sec.Draw. Mass, thousayst true. Theprince 
once set a dish of apple-johns before him, and 
told him there were five more Sir Johns; and, 

{ tutting off his hat, said, ‘I will now take my 
eave of these six dry, round, old withered 
knights.’ It angered him to the heart; but he 
hath forgot that. 10 

First Draw. Why then, cover, and set them 
down: and see if thou canst find out Sneak’s 
noise; Mistress Tearsheet would fain hear some 
music. Dir patch: the room where they supped 
is too hot; they’ll come in straight. 15 

Sec. Draw. Sirrah, here will be the prince 


and Master Poins anon; and they will put on 
two of our jerkins and aprons; and Sir John 
must not know of it: Bardolph hath brought 
word. 20 

First Draw. By the mass, here will be old 
utis: it will be an excellent stratagem. 

Sec. Draw. I’ll see if I can find out Sneak. 

[Exit. 

Enter mistress quickly and doll tear- 
sheet. 

Quick. F faith, sweetheart, methinks now you 
are in an excellent good temperality: your pul- 
sidge beats as extraordinarily as heart would 
desire; and your colour, I warrant you, is as 
red as any rose; in good truth, la! But, i faith, 
you have drunk too much canaries, and that’s 
a marvellous searching wine, and it perfumes 
the blood ere one can say. What’s this? How 
do you now? 32 

Dot. Better than I was: hem! 

Quick. Wh v, tha t’s well said; a good heart’s 
worth gold. Lot here comes Sir John. 

Enter palstaff, singing. 

Fat. When Arthur first in court —Empty 
the jordan.—I Exit First Drawer. 1 — And was a 
worth v king. How now. Mistress Doll 1 3* 

Quick. Sick of a calm: yea, good sooth. 

Fat. So is all her sect; an they be once in a 
calm they are sick. 4 t 

Dot. You muddy rascal, is that all the com¬ 
fort you give me? 

Fat. You make fat rascals. Mistress Doll. 44 
Do!. I make them! gluttony and diseases 
make them: I make them not. 

Fat. If the cook help to make the glut¬ 
tony, you help to make the diseases, Doll: we 
catch of you, Doll, we catch of you; grant that, 
my poor virtue, grant that. 50 

Dot. Ay, marry; our chains and our jewels. 
Fat. ‘Yourbrooches, peat^s, and owches: ’— 
for to serve bravely is to come halting off you 
know: to come off the breach with his pike bent 
bravely, and to surgery bravely; to venture upon 
the charged chambers bravely,— 3 6 

Dot. Hang yourself, you muddy conger, hang 
yourself! 

Quick. By my troth, this is the old fashion; 
you two never meet but you fall to some discord: 
you are both, in good troth, as rheumatic as two 
dry toasts; you cannot one bear with another’s 
continuities. What the good-year! one must 
bear, and that must be you: you are the weaker 
vessel, as they say, the emptier vessel. 63 
Dot. Can a weak empty vessel bear such a 
huge full hogshead ? there’s a whole merchant’s 
venture of Bourdeaux stuff in him: you have not 
seen a hulk better stuffed in the hold. Come, 
I’ll be friends with thee, Jack: thou art going 
to the wars; and whether I shall ever see thee 
again or no, there is nobody cares. 7 * 

Re-enter Pint Drawer. 

First Draw. Sir, Ancient Pistol’s below, and 
would speak with you. 
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Dol. Hang him, swaggering rascal! let him 
not come hither: it is the foul-mouthedest rogue 
in England. 77 

Quick, If he swagger, let him not come here: 
no, by my faith; I must live amongst my neigh¬ 
bours; I’ll no swaggerers; I am in good name 
and fame with the very best. Shut the door; 
there comes no swaggerers here: I have not 
lived all this while to have swaggering now: 
shut the door, I pray you. 84 

Fal. Dost thou hear, hostess? 

Quick. Pray you, pacify yourself. Sir John: 
there comes no swaggerers here. 

Fal. Dost thou hear? it is mine ancient. 88 
Quick. Tilly-fally, Sir John, never tell me: 
your ancient swaggerer comes not in my doors. 

I was before Master Tisick, the deputy, t’other 
day; and, as he said tome.—’twas no longer ago 
than Wednesday last,— Neighbour Quickly,’ 
says he;—Master Dumbe, our minister, was by 
then;—‘Neighbour Quickly,’ says he, ‘receive 
those that are civil, for,’ said he, ‘you are in an 
ill name; * now, a’ said so, I can tell whereupon; 
‘for,’ says he, “you are an honest woman, and 
well thought on; therefore take heed what guests 
you receive: receive,’ says he. ‘no swaggering 
companions.* There comes none here:—you 
would bless you to hear what he said. No, I'll 
no swaggerers. 103 

Fal. He’s no swaggerer, hostess; a tame 
cheater, i’ faith: you may stroke him as gently 
as a puppy greyhound: he will not swagger with 
a Barbary lien if her feathers turn back in any 
show of resistance. Call him up, drawer. 108 
[Exit First Drawer. 
Quick. Cheater, call you him? I will bar no 
honest man my house, nor no cheater: but I do 
not love swaggering, by my troth; I am the 
worse, when one says swagger. Feel, masters, 
how I shake; look you, I warrant you. m 
Dol. So you do, hostess. 

Quick. Do I? yea, in very tnith, do t, an 
’twere an aspen leaf: X cannot abide swaggerers. 
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Enter pistol, bardolph, and Page. 

Put. God save you. Sir John! >17 

Fal. Welcome, Ancient Pisto 1 . Here, Pistol, 
I charge you with a cup of sack: do you dis¬ 
charge upon mine hostess. 120 

Fist. I will discharge upon her, Sir John, 
with two bullets. 

Fal. She is pistol-proof, sir; you shall hardly 
offend her. 

Quick. Come. I’ll drink no proofs nor no 
bullets: I’ll drink no more than will do me 
good, for no man’s pleasure, I. 

Pist. Then to you, Mistress Dorothy; I win 
charge you. 

Dot. Charge me! I scorn you, scurvy com¬ 
panion. What! you poor, base, rascally, cheat¬ 
ing, lack-linen mate! Away, you mouldy rogue, 
away k I am meat for your master. 

Pist. I know you, Mistress Dorothy. 134 

Dol. Away, you cut-purse rascal 1 you filthy 
bung, awayl By tbit wine. I’ll thrust my knife 


in your mouldy chaps an yon play the saucy 
cuttle with me. Away, you bottle-ale rascal! 
you basket-hilt stale juggler, you 1 Since when, 

I ptay you, sir? God’s light! with two points 
on your shoulder? much! 141 

Pist. God let me not live. I will murder your 
ruff for this! 

Fal. No more. Pistol: I would not have you 
go offhere. Discharge yourself of our company, 

Quick. No, good captain Pistol; not here, 
sweet captain. 148 

Dol. Captain! thou abominable damned 
cheater, art thou not ashamed to be called 
captain? An captains were of my mind, they 
would truncheon you out for taking their names 
upon you before you have earned them. You 
a captain, you slave! for what? for tearing a 
poor whore's ruff in a bawdy-house? He a 
captain! Hang him, rogue! He lives upon 
mouldy stewed prunes and dried cakes. A 
captain I God’s light, these villains will make 
the w ord cap tain as odious as the word ’ occupy,' 
which was an excellent good word before it wes 
ill sorted: therefore captains had need look to it. 
Bard. Pray thee, go down, good ancient. 16a 
Fal. Hark thee hither. Mistress Doll. 

Pist. Not 1 ; 1 tell thee what. Corporal Bar¬ 
dolph; I could tear her. I'll be revenged of 
her. 166 

Page. Pray thee, go down. 

Pist. I’ll see her damned first; to Pluto’s 
damned lake, by this hand, to the infernal deep, 
with Erebus and tortures vile also. Hold hook 
and line, say I. Down, down, dogs! down fatesl 
Have we not Hiren here? 17* 

Quick. Good Captain Peesel, be quiet; it is 
very late, i’ faith. I beseek you now, aggravate 
your choler. 

Pist. These be good humours, indeed! Shall 
pack-horses, 178 

And hollow pamper'd jades of Asia, 

Which cannot go but thirty miles a day, 
Compare with Cassars, and with Cannibals, 
And Trojan Greeks? nay, rather damn them 
with 180 

King Cerberus; and let the welkin roar. 

Shall we fall foul for toys? 

Quick. By my troth, captain, these are very 
bluer words. 184 

Bard. Be gone, good ancient: this will grow 
to a brawl anon. 

Pist. Die men like dogs! give crowns like 
pins! Have we not Hiren here? 188 

Quick. O’ my word, captain, there’s none 
such here. What the good-year! do you think 
I would deny her? for God's sake! be quiet 
Firr. Then feed, and be fat, my fair Calipolis. 
Come, give's some sack. 193 

Si fortuna me tormente, sperato me contento. 
Fear we broadsides? no, let the fiend give fire: 
Give me some sack; and, sweetheart lie thou 
there. ] Laying down his sword. 

Come we to full points here, and are et ceteras 
nothing? 197 

Fal. Pistol, I would be quiet 
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Ptet. Sweet knight, I kilt thy neif. What! 
we have seen the seven stars. 200 

Do!. For God's sake, thrust him down stain! 

I cannot endure such a fustian meal. 

Pist. ‘Thrust him down stain!’know we not 
Galloway nags? 204 

Fat. du. it him down, Bardolph, like a shove- 
groat shilling: nay, an a’ do nothing but speak 
nothing, a’ shall be nothing here. 

Bard. Come, get you down stain. 20S 
Pitt. What! shall we have incision? Shall 
we imbrue? [ Snatching up his sword. 

Then death rack me asleep, abridge my doleful 
days! 

Why men, let grievous, ghastly, gaping wounds 
Untwine the Sisters Three! Come, Atropos, 

I say I 212 

Quick. Here’s goodly stuff toward! 
rat. Give me my rapier, boy. 

DoL I pray thee, lack, 1 pray the:, do not 
draw. 216 

Fat. Get you down stairs. [ Drawing. 

Quick. Here’s a goodly tumult! I’ll forswear 
keeping house, afore 1 ’U be in these drrits and 
frights. So; murder, I warrant now. Alas, alas! 
put up your naked weapons; put up your naked 
weapons. [Exeunt bardolph and pistol. 

DoL I pray thee. Jack, be quiet; the rascal‘s 
gone. Ah! you whoreson little valiant villain, 
you! 22$ 

Quick. Are you not hurt i’ the groin? me- 
thought a' made a shrewd thrust at your belly. 

Re-enter bardolph. 

Pat Have you turned him out o’ doors? 228 
Bard. Yes, sir: the rascal's drunk. You 
have hurt him, sir, i' the shoulder. 

Fal. A rascal, to brave me! 

Dot. Ah, you sweet little rogue, you! Alas, 
poor ape, how thou sweatest! Come, lei me wipe 
thy face; come on, you whoreson chops. Ah, 
rogue !i’faith, tlove thee. Thou art as valorous 
os Hector of Troy, worth five of Agamemnon, 
and ten times better than the Nine Worthies. 
Ah, villain! 

Fal. A rascally slave! I will toss me rogue in 
a blanket 240 

Dot. Do, an thou darest for thy heart: an 
thou dost. I’ll canvass thee between a pair of 

thMt« 

Enter Music. 

Page. The music is come, sir. 244 

Fal. Let them play. Play, sirs. Sit on my 
knee. Doll. A rascal bragging slave! the rogue 
fled from me like quicksilver. 

DoL I* faith, and thou followedst him like a 
church. Thou whoreson little tidy Bartholomew 
boaryig, when wilt thou leave fighting o’ days, 
and raining o’ nights, and begin to patch up 
min e old body for heaven? 252 

Enter behind the mxca and rants, disguised 
Bee Drawer*. 

Pal. Peace, nod Dolt! do not speak Hke a 
death’s bead: do not bid me r em e mb er mine 
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DoL Sirrah, what humour is the prince of? 
Fal. A good shallow young fellow: a’ would 
havemadeagood pander, a’ wouldhave chipped 
bread well. 

DoL They say, Poins has a good wit. 260 
Fal. He a good wit! hang him, baboon! his 
wit is as thick as Tewksbury mustard: mere is 
no more conceit in him than is in a mallet. 

DoL Why does the prince love him so, then? 
Fal. Because their legs are bom of a bigness, 
and he plays at quoits well, and eats conger and 
fennel, and drinks off candles* ends for flap- 
dragons, and rides the wild mare with me boys, 
and jumps upon joint-stools, and swears with a 
good grace, and wears his boots very smooth, 
Qke unto the sign of the leg, and breeds no bate 
with telling of discreet stories; and such other 
gambol faculties a’ has, that show a weak mind 
and an able body, for the which the prince 
admits him: for the prince himself is such 
another; the weight of a hair will turn me 
scales between their avoirdupois. 277 

Prince. Would not mis nave of a wheel have 
his ears cut off? 

Poins. Let's beat him before his whore. 280 
Prince. Look, whether the withered elder 
hath not Ids poll clawed like a parrot 
Poins. Is it not strange that desire should >0 
many years outlive performance? 284 

Fal. Kiss me, Doll. 

Prince. Saturn and Venus this year in con¬ 
junction 1 what says the almanack to that? 

Poins. And, look, whether the fiery Trigon, 
his man, be not lisping to his master’s old tables, 
his note-book, his counsel-keeper. 290 

Fal. Thou dost give me flattering busses. 
Dot. By my troth, I kiss thee with a most 
constant heart 
Fat. 1 am old, I am old. 

DoL 1 love thee better than I love e’er a 
scurvy young boy of them all. 296 

Fal. What stuff wilt havfc a Idrtle of? 1 
shall receive money o’ Thursday; thou shalt 
have a cap to-morrow. A merry song! come: 
it grows late; we’U to bed. Thoult forget me 
when I am gone. 30: 

Dot. By my troth, thoult set me a-weeping 
an thou says: so: prove that ever I dress myself 
handsome till thy return. Well, hearken at the 
end. 30s 

Fal. Some sack, Francis! 

Prince. 1 [Coming forward .} Anon, anon, 
Feins. I sir. 30S 

Fat. Hal a bastard son of the Icing’s? And 
art not thou Poins hi 9 brother? 

Prince. Why, thou globe of sinful continents, 
what a life dost thou lead 1 312 

Fat. A better than thou: I am a gentleman; 
thou art a drawer. 

• Prince, Very true, sir; and I coma to draw 
you out by the ears. 31* 

Quick. OltheLoidpieaervethygoodGrace; 
by my troth, welcome to London. Now, the 
Lord Meet that sweet face of thine! O Jesul 
are you come from Wales? 3*° 

Fal. Thou whoreson mad compound of 
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Enter peto. 

Prince. Peto, bow now! what news? 3*8 
Peto. The king your fa ther is at Westminster; 
And then an twenty weak and wearied posts 
Come from the north: and as I came along, 

1 met and overtook a dozen captains, 39s 
Bare-headed, sweating, knocking at the taverns, 
And asking every one for Sir John Falstaff. 
Prince. By heaven, Poins, I feel me much to 
blame. 

So idly to profane the precious time, 396 
When tempest of commotion, like the south, 
Borne with black vapour, doth begin to melt 
And drop upon our ban unarmed heads. 

Give me my sword and cloak. Falstaff, good 
night [ Exeunt the prince, poins, peto, and 

BARDOLPH. 

Fal. Now comes in the sweetest morsel of 
the night and we must hence and leave it un¬ 
picked. \Km :. ^ing within .] More knocking at 
the door! 404 

Re-enter bardolph. 

How nowl what’s the matter? 

Bard. You must away to court, sir, presently; 
A dozen captains stay at door for you. 407 
Fat. [To the Page]. Pay the musicians, sirrah. 
Farewell, hostess; farewell, Doll. You see, my 
good wenches, how men of merit an sought 
after: the undeserver may sleep when the man 
of action is called on. Farewell, good wenches. 
If I be not sent away post, I will see you again 
ere I go. 414 

Do I cannot speak; if my heart be not 
ready to burst,—well, sweet Jack, have a care 
of thyself. 417 

Fal. Farewell, farewell. 

[Exeunt falstaff and bardolph. 
Quick. Well, fare thee well: I have known 
thee these twenty-nine years, come peascqd- 
time; but an bonester, and truer-hearted man, 
—well, fere thee well. 

Bard. [Within.] Mistress Tearaheett 
Quick. What’s the matter? 4 S 4 

Bard. [Within. ] Bid MistressTearsheet come 
to my master. 

Quick. O! run, Doll, run; run, good DoS. 

[Exeunt. 


majesty, by this light flesh and corrupt blood 
[pointing to DOLL], thou art welcome. 

Dot. How, you fat fool! I scorn you. 324 
Poins. My lord, he will drive you out of your 
revenge and turn all to a merriment, if you take 
not the heat 

Prince. Youwhoreson candle-mine,you,how 
vilely did you speak of me even now before this 
honest, virtuous, civil gentlewoman! 

Quick. Blessing on your good heart! and so 
she is, by my troth. 332 

Fal. Didst thou hear me? 

Prince. Yea; and you knew me, as you did 
when you ran away by Gadshill: you knew I 
was at your back, and spoke it on purpose to try 
my patience. 337 

Fal. No, no, no; not so; I did not think thou 
wast within hearing. 

Prince. I shall drive you then to confess the 
wilful abuse; and then I know how to handle 
you. 

Fal. No abuse, Hal, o’ mine honour; no 
abuse. 344 

Prince. Not to dispraise me, and call me 
pander and bread-chipper and I know not what ? 

Fal. No abuse, HaL 

Poins. No abuse 1 348 

Fal. No abuse, Ned, in the wrrld; honest 
Ned, none. I dispraised him before the wicked, 
that the wicked might not fall in love with him: 
in which doing I have done the part of a careful 
friend and a true subject, and thy father is to 
give me thanks for it. No abuse, Hal; none, 

Ned,none:no,faith,boys,none. 333 

Prince. See now, whether pure fear and 
entire cowardice doth not make thee wrong this 
virtuous gentlewoman to close with us? Is she 
of the wicked? Is thine hostess here of the 
wicked ? Or is thy boy of the wicked ? Or honest 
Bardolph, whose zeal burns in his nose, of the 
wicked? 36a 

Poins. Answer, thou dead elm, answer. 

Fal. The fiend hath pricked down Bardolph 
irrecoverable; and his face is Lucifer’s privy- 
kitchen, where he doth nothing but roast malt- 
worms. For the boy, there is a good angel about 
him; but the devil outbids him too. 368 

Prince. For the women? 

Fal. For one of them, she is in hell already, 
and burns poor souls. For the other, I owe her 
money; and whether she be damned for that, I 
know not. 373 

Quick. No, I warrant you. 

Fal. No, I think thou art not; I think thou 
art quit for that. Marry, there is another in¬ 
dictment upon thee, for suffering flesh to be 
eaten in thy house, contrary to the law; for the 
which I think thou wilt howl. 

Quick. Allvictualleisdoso:what’sajointof 
mutton or two in a whole Lent? 381 

Prince. You, gentlewoman,— 

Dot. What says your Grace? 

Fal His Grace says that which his flesh _—- 

rebels against. [Knocking within. Hoar many thousand of my poorest subjects 4 

Quick. Who knocks so loud at door? Look Arestthisnourasleep! O sleep! O gentle sleep l 
to the door there, Francis. Nature’s soft nurse, bow have I frighted tree. 


ACT HI 

Scene L— Westminster. A Room in the 
Palace. 

Enter UNO henry in his night-gown, with a 
Page. 

K. Hen. Go, call the Earls of Surrey and of 
Warwick; 

But. ere they come, bid them o er-read these 
letters. 

And well consider of them. Make good speed. 

[Exit Page. 
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That thou no more wilt weigh my eyelids down 
And steep my senses in forgetfulness? s 
Why rather, sleep, ’lest thou in smoky cribs. 
Upon uneasy pallets stretching thee. 

And hush’d with buzzing night-flies to thy 
slumber. 

Than in the perfum’d chambers of the great, is 
Under the canopies of costly state, 

And lull’d with sound of sweetest melody? 

O thou dull godl why liest thou with the vile 
In loathsome beds, and leav’st the kingly couch 
A watch-case or a common 'larum bell ? 17 

Wilt thou upon the high and giddy mast 
Seal up the ship-boy’s eyes, and rock his brains 
In cradle of the rude imperious surge, so 
And in the visitation of the winds. 

Who take the ruffian billows by the top, 
Curling their monstrous heads, and hanging 
them 

With deaf 1 ’ning clamour in the slippery clouds. 
That with the hurly death itself awakes? as 
Canst thou, O partial sleep 1 give thy repose 
To the wet sea-boy in an hour so rude, 

And in the calmest and most stillest night, 28 
With all appliances and means to boot. 

Deny it to a king? Then, happy low, lie down! 
Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown. 


Enter was wick and surrey. 

War. Many good morrows to your majesty t 
K. Hen. Is it good morrow, lords? 33 
War. Tis one o’clock, and past 
K. Hen. Why then, good morrow to you all, 
my lords. 

Have you read o’er Use letters that I sent you? 
War. We have, my liege. 37 

X. Hen. Then you perceive the body of our 
kingdom. 

How foul it is; what rank diseases grow, 

And with what danger, near the heart of it. so 
War. It is, but as a body, yet, distemper’d. 
Which to his former strength may be restor’d 
With good advice and little medicine: 

My Lord Northumberland will soon be cool’d. 44 
K. Hen. O Godl that one might read the 
book of fate. 

And tee the revolution of the times 
Make mountains level, and the continent,— 
Weary of solid firmness,—melt itself 48 

Into the sea! and, other times, to see 
The beachy girdle of the ocean 
Too wide for Neptune’s hips; how chances 
mock. 

And changes fill the cup of alteration sa 
With divers liquors! O! if this were seen. 

The happiest youth, viewing his progress through, 
What perils past, what crosses to ensue. 
Would shut the book, and sit him down and die. 
*Tis not ten years gone 57 

Since Richard and Northumberland, great 
-friends. 

Did least together, and in two years after 
Were they at wars: it is but eight years since So 
This Percy was the man nearest my soul. 
Who Uke a brother toil’d in my affairs 
And laid Ids love and lift under my foot; 


Yea, for my sake, even to the eyes of Richard *4 
Gave him defiance. But which of you was by,— 
[To WARWICK.] You, cousin Nevil, as I may 
remember,— 

When Richard, with his eye brimfiil of teats. 
Then check'd and rated byNorthumberiand, 68 
Did speak these words, now prov'd a prophecy ? 
'Northumberland, thou ladder! by the which 
My cousin Bolingbroke ascends my throne;' 
Though then, God knows, I had no such intent. 
But that necessity so bow'd die state 73 

That I and greatness were compelled to kiss: 

‘ The time shall come,’ thus did he follow it, 
‘The time will come, that foul sin, gathfrisg 
head, 76 

Shall break into corruption:'—so went on, 
Foretelling this same time’s condition 
And die division of our amity. 

War. There is a history in all men’s lives, 80 
Figuring the nature of the times deceas’d; 

The which observ’d, a man may prophesy, 
With a near aim, of the main chance of things 
As yet not come to life, which In their seeds 84 
And weak beginnings lie intreasured. 

Such things become the hatch and brood of dme; 
And by the necessary form of this 
King Richard might create a perfect guess 88 
That great Northumberland, then false to him. 
Would of that seed grow to a greater falseness. 
Which should not find a ground to root upon. 
Unless on you. 

K. Hen. Are these things then necessities? 
Then let us meet them like necessities; 93 
And that same word even now cries out on us. 
They say the bishop and Northumberland 
Are fifty thousand strong. 

War. It cannot be, my lord! 

Rumour doth double, like the voice and echo. 
The numbers of the fear’d. Please it your Grace 
To go to bed: upon my soul, my lord, 1 99 
The powers that you already have sent forth 
Shall bring this prize in very easily. 

To comfort you the more, I have receiv’d 
A certain instance that Glendower is dead. 
Your majesty hath been this fortnight ill, 104 
And these unseason’d hours perforce must add 
Unto your sickness. 

K. Hen. I will take your counsel: 

And were these inward wars once out of hand. 
We would, dear lords, unto the Holy Land. 108 

{Exeunt. 


Scene IL— Court before justice shallow’! 
House in Gloucestershire. 


Enter shallow and SILENCE, meeting ; MOULDY, 
shadow, wart, feebu, bullcalf and Ser¬ 
vants, behind. 


Shal. Come on, come on, come on, sir: give 
me your hand, sir, give me your hand, sir: an 
early stirrer, by the rood! And how doth my 
good cousin Surface? 4 

SU. Good morrow, good cousin Shallow. 
Shal. And how doth my cousin, your bed¬ 
fellow? and year ftirast daughter and mine, my 
god-daughter Ellen? 8 
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Sil. Alas I a black ousel, cousin Shallow I 
Shot. By yea and nay, sir, I dare say my 
cousin William is become a good scholar. He is 
at Oxford still, is he not? u 

Sil. Indeed, sir, to my cost 
Shal. A' must, then, to the inns o’ court 
shortly. 1 was once of Clement’s Inn; where I 
think they will talk of mad Shallow yet. 16 good; a 
Sil. You were called ‘lusty Shallow’ then, ~ ' 

cousin. 

Shal. By the mass, I was called any thing; 
and X would have done any thing indeed too, 
and roundly too. There was I, and Little John 
Doit of Staffordshire, and black George Bareies, 
and Francis Pickbone, and Will Squele a Cots- 
wold man; you bad not four such swinge-buck- 
lers in all the inns of court again: and, 1 may 
say to you, we knew where the bona-robas were, 
and had the best of them all at commandment. 

Then was Jack Faista ff, now Sir John, a boy, and 
page to Thomas Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk. 

Sil. This Sir John, cousin, that comes hither 
anon about soldiers? 3i 

Shal. The same Sir John, the very same. I 
saw him break Skogan’s head at the court gate, 
when a’ was a crack not thus high: and the very 
same day did I fight with one Sampson Stock¬ 
fish, a fruiterer, behind Gray’s Inn. jesu I Jesu! 
the mad days that I have spent; and to see how 
many of mine old acquaintance are deadl 38 
Sil. We shall all follow, cousin. 

Shal. Certain, ’tis certain; very sure, very 
sure: death, as the Psalmist saith, is certain to 
all: all shall die. How a good yoke of bullocks 
at Stamford fair? 

Sil. Truly, cousin, I was not there. 44 
Shal. Death is certain. Is old Double of your 
town living yet? 

Sit. Dead, sir. 

Shal. Jesul Jesu! dead! a* drew a good 
bow; and dead! a* shot a fine shoot: John a 
Gaunt loved him well, and betted much money 
on his head. Dead I a’would have clapped i’the 
clout at twelve score; and carried you a fore¬ 
hand shaft a fourteen and fourteen and a half, 
that it would have done a man’s heart good to 
see. How a score of ewes now? 35 

Sil. Thereafter as they be: a score of good 
ewes may be worth ten pounds. 

Shal. And is old Double dead? 

Sil. Here come two of Sir John Falstaff’s 
men, as I think. 60 
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Bard. Sir, pardon; a soldier is better accom¬ 
modated than with a wife. 74 

Shal. It is well said, in faith, sir; and it is 
well said indeed too. ‘Better accommodated 1* 
it is good; yea indeed, is it: good phrases are 
surely and ever were, very commendable. Ac¬ 
commodated! it comes of accommodo : very 
good; a good phrase. 80 

Bard. Pardon me, sir; I have heard the 
word. ‘Phrase,’call you it? By this good day, 
I know not the phrase; but I will maintain the 
word with my sword to be a soldier-like word, 
and a word of exceeding good command, by 
heaven. Accommodated; that is, when a man 
is, as they say, accommodated; or, when a man 
is, being, whereby, a’ may be thought to be 
accommodated, which is an excellent thing. $9 


Enter bardolph, and One with him. 
Bard. Good morrow, honest gentlemen: I 
beseech you, which is Justice Shallow? 

Shal. I am Robert Shallow, sir; a poor 
esquire of this county, and one of the king’s 
justices of the peace: what is your good pleasure 
with me? 66 

Bard. Mycaptain,sir,commendshimtoyou; 
my captain. Sir John Falstaff: a tall gentleman, 
by heaven, and a most gallant leader. 69 
Shal. He greets me well, sir. I knew him a 
good backsword man. How doth the good 
anight? may I ask how my lady his wife doth? 


Enter falstaff. 

Shat. It is very just. Look, here comes good 
Sir John. Give me your good hand, give me 
your worship’s good hand. By my troth, you 
look well and bear your years very well: wel¬ 
come, good Sir John. 94 

Fat. I am glad to see you well, good Master 
Robert Shallow. Master Surecard, as I think. 

Shal. No, Sir John; it is my cousin. Silence, 
in commission with me. 

Fal. Good Master Silence, it well befits you 
should be of the peace. 100 

Sil. Your good worship is welcome. 

Fal. Fiel this is hot weather, gentlemen. 
Have you provided me here half a dozen 
sufficient men? 104 

Shal. Marry, have we, sir. Will you sit? 
Fal. Let me see them, I beseech you. 

Shal. Where’s the roll? where’s the roll? 
where's the roll? Letmesee.letmesee.letmesee. 
So, so, so, so. so, so, so: yea, marry, sir: Ralph 
Mouldy! let them appear as Icall; let them do so, 
let them do so. Let me see; where is Mouldy? 
Moul. Here, an’t please you. 112 

Shal. What think you, Sir John? a good- 
limbed fellow; young, strong, and of good 
friends. 

Fal. Is thy name Mouldy? 116 

Moul. Yea, an’t please you. 

Fal. ’Tis the more time thou wert used. 

Shal. Ha, ha, ha I most excellent, i’ faith! 
things that are mouldy lack use: very singular 
good. In faith, well said. Sir John; very well 
said. 122 

Fal. Prick him. 

Moul. I was pricked well enough before, an 
you could have let me alone: my old dame will 
be undone now for one to do her husbandry and 
her drudgery: you need not to have pricked me; 
there are other men fitter to go out than I. 

Fal. Go to: peace. Mouldy! you shall go. 
Mouldy, it is time you were spent. 130 

Moul. Spent! 

Shal, Peace, fellow, peace! stand aside: know 
you where you are? For the other. Sir John: 
let me see. Simon Shadow j 
Fal. Yea, marry, let me have him to sit 
under: he’s like to be a cold soldier. 13s 
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Shal. Where’s Shadow? 

Shad. Here, sir. 

Fal. Shadow, whose son art thoui 
Shad. My mother's son, sir. 140 

Fal. Thy mother’s son! like enough, and thy 
father’s shadow: so the son of the female is the 
shadow of the male: it is often so, indeed; but 
not of the father's substance. 144 

Shal. Do you like him, Sir John? 

Fal. Shadow will serve for summer; prick 
him, for we have a number of shadows to fill up 
the muster-book. 14s 

Shal. Thomas Wart? 

Fed. Where’s he? 

Wart. Here, sir. 

Fal. Is thy name Wart? 154 

Wart. Yea, sir. 

Fal. Thou art a very ragged wart. 

Shal. Shall I prick him, Sir John? 

Fal. It were superfluous; for his apparel is 
built upon his back, and the whole frame stands 
upon pins: prick him no more. 13s 

Shal. Ha, ha, ha! you can do it, sir; you can 
do it: I commend you well. Francis Feeble 1 
Fee. Here, sir. 

Fal. What trade art thou, Feeble? 

Fee. A woman’s tailor, sir, 

Shal. Shall I prick him, sir? 164 

Fal. You may; but if he had been a man's 
tailor he’d have pricked you. Wilt thou make 
as many holes in an enemy’s battle as thou hast 
done in a woman’s petticoat? 168 

Fee. I will do my good will, sir: you can 
have no more. 

Fal. Well said, good woman’s tailor! well 
said.courageousFeebie! Thou wilt beas valiant 
as the wrathful dove or most magnanimous 
mouse. Prick the woman’s tailor; well, Master 
Shallow; deep. Master Shallow. 

Fee. I would Wart might have gone, sir. 176 
Fal. I would thou wert a man’s tailor, that 
thou mights! mend him, and make him fit to 
go., I cannot put him to a private soldier that is 
the leader of so many thousands: let that 
suffice, most forcible Feeble. 181 

Fee. It shall suffice, sir. 

Fal. I am bound to thee, reverend Feeble. 
Who is next? 184 

Shal. Peter Bullpalf o’ the green! 

Fal. Yea, marry, let’s see Bullcalf. 

Bull. Here, sir. 

Fal. 'ForeGod, a likely fellow! Come, prick 
me Bullcalf till he roar again. 289 

Bull. O Lord! good my lord captain,— 

Fal. Whatl dost thou roar before thou art 
pricked? 194 

Bull. O Lord, sir! I am a diseased man. 

Fal. What disease hast thou? 

Bull. A whoreson cold, sir; a cough, sir, 
which I caught with ringing in the king's affairs 
upon his coronation day, sir. 197 

Fal. Come, thou shalt go to the wars in a 
gown; we will have'away thy cold; and I will 
take such order that thy friends shall ring for 
thee. Is here all? 201 

Shal. Here is two more called than your 


number; you must have but four here, sir: and 
so, I pray you, go in with me to dinner. 204 
Fal. Come, I will go drink with you, but 1 
cannot tarry dinner. I am glad to see you, by 
my troth, Master Shallow. 

Shal. O, Sir John, do you remember since we 
lay all night in the windmill in Saint George's 
fields? 

Fal. No more of that, good Master Shallow, 
no more of that. 412 

Shal. Ha! it was a merry night. And is Jane 
Nightwork alive? 

Fal. She lives, Master Shallow. 

Shal. She never could away with me. 216 
Fal. Never, never; she would always say she 
could not abide Master Shallow. 

Shal. By the mass, I could anger her to the 
heart. She was then a bona-roba. Doth she 
hold her own well ? 221 

Fal. Old, old, Master Shallow. 

Shal. Nay, she must be old ;shecannotchoose 
but be old; certain she’s eld; and had Robin 
Nightwork by old Nightwork before I came to 
Clement's Inn. 

Sil. That's fifty-five year ago. 227 

Shal. "Ha! cousin Silence, that thou hadst 
seen that that tliis knight and I have seen. Ha 1 
Sir John, said I well? 

Fal. We have heatd the chimes at midnight, 
Master Shallow. 232 

Slml. That we have, that we have, that we 
have; in faith. Sir John, we have. Our watch¬ 
word was, ‘ Hem, boys! ’ Come, let's to dinner; 
come, let’s to dinner. Jesus, the days that we 
have seen! Come, come. 237 

[Exeunt falstaff, shallow, and 

SILENCE. 

Bull. Good Master Corporate Bardolnh, stand 
my friend, and here’s four Harry ten shillings in 
French crowns for you. In very truth, sir, l had 
as lief be hanged, sir, as go: and yet, for mine 
own part, sir, I do not care; but rather, because 
I am unwilling, and, for mine <fwn part, have a 
desire to stay with my friends: else, sir, I did 
not care, for mine own part, so much, 245 
Bard. Go to; stand aside. 

Moul. And, good Master corporal captain, for 
my old dame’s sake, stand my friend: she has 
nobody to do any thing about her, when I am 

f one; and she is old, and cannot help herself, 
ou shall have forty, sir. 

Bard. Go to; stand aside. 252 

Fee. By my troth, I care not; a man can die 
but once; we owe God a death. I’ll ne’er bear 
a base mind: an’t be my destiny, so; an’t be 
not, so. No man’s too good to serve’s prince; 
and let it go which way it will, he that dies this 
year is quit for the next. 

Bard. Well said; thou'rt a good fellow. 

Fee. Faith, I’ll bear no base mind. 280 

Re-enter falstaff and the Justices. 

Fal. Come, sir, which men shall I have? 
Shal. Four, of which you please. 

Bard. [To falstaff.] Sir, a word with you. 
I have three pound to bet Mouldy and BuQcalf. 
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Fal. (Aside to bardolph.] Go to; well. 265 
Shot. Come. Sir John, which four will you 
have; 

Fal. Do you choose for me. 268 

Shal. Marry, then. Mouldy, Bullcalf, Feeble, 
and Shadow. 
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done nothing but prate to me of the wildness of 
his youth and the feats he hath done about 
Turnbull Street; and every third word a lie, duer 
paid to the hearer than the Turk’s tribute. I do 
remember him at Clement’s Inn like a man made 
_ , after supper of a cheese-paring: when a’was 

Fal. Mouldy, and Bullcalf: for you, Mouldy, naked he was for all the world like a forked 
stay at home tul you are past service: and for radish, with a head fantastically carved upon it 
your part, Bullcalf, grow till you come unto it: with a knife: a’ was so forlorn that his dimen- 
* * 3 “ P° 5 ? °J y ou -_. _ . 274 sions to any thick sight were invincible: a’ was 


Shal. Sir John, Sir John, do not yourself 
wrong: they are your likeliest men, and I would 
have you served with the best. 277 

Fal. Will you tell me. Master Shallow, how 
to choose a man; Care I for the limb, the thewes, 
the stature, bulk, and big assemblance of a man 1 
Give me the spirit, Master Shallow. Here’s 
Wart; you see what a ragged appearance it is: 
a shall charge you and discharge you with the 
motion of a pewterer’s hammer, come off and on 
swifter than he that gibbets on the brewer’s 
bucket. Andthis same half-faced fellow. Shadow, 
give me this man: he presents no mark to the 
enemy; the foeman may with as great aim level 
at the edge of a penknife. And, for a retreat; 
how swiftly will this Feeble the woman’s tailor 
run off! O! give me the spare men, and spare 
me the great ones. Put me a caliver into Wart’s 
hand, Bardolph. 293 

Bard. Hold, Wart, traverse; thus, thus, thus. 
Fal. Come, manage me your caliver. So: 
very well: go to: very good: exceeding good. 
O, give me always a little, lean, old, chopp’d, 
bald shot. Well said, i' faith, Wart; thou’rt a 
good scab: hold, there’s a tester for thee. 299 
Shal. He is not his craft’s master, he doth 
not do it right. I remember at Mile-end Green, 
when X lay at Clement’s Inn,—X was then Sir 
Dagonet m Arthur’s show,—there was a little 
quiver fellow, and a’ would manage you his 
piece thus: and a’ would about and about, and 
come you in, and come you in; ‘ rah, tah, tah,’ 
would a’ say; ‘ bounce,’ would a’ say; and away 
again would a* go, and again would a’ come: I 
shall never see such a fellow. 309 

Fal. These fellows will do well. Master Shal¬ 
low. God keep you. Master Silence: I will not 
use many words with you. Fare you well, gentle- 


the very genius of famine; yet lecherous as a 
monkey, and the whores called him mandrake: 
a’ came ever in the rearward of the fashion and 
sung those tunes to the over-scutched huswives 
that he heard the carmen whistle, and sware 
they were his fancies or his good-nights. And 
now is this Vice’s dagger become a squire, and 
talks as familiarly of John a Gaunt as if he had 
been sworn brother to him; and I'll be sworn a’ 
never saw him but once in the Tilt-yard, and 
then he burst his head for crowding among the 
marshal's men. I saw it and told John a Gaunt 
he beat his own name; for you might have thrust 
him and all his apparel into an eel-skin; the 
case of a treble hautboy was a mansion for him, 
a court; and now has he land and beefs. Well, 
I will be acquainted with him, if I return; and 
it shall go hard but I will make him a philoso¬ 
pher’s two stones to me. If the young dace be a 
bait for the old pike, I see no reason in the law 
of nature but I may snap at him. Let time 
shape, and there an end. [Exit. 


ACT IV 

Scene L —A Forest in Yorkshire . 

Enter the archbishop of York, mowbray, 

HASTINGS, and Others. 

Arch. What is this forest call’d; 

Hast. ’Tis Gaultree Forest, an't shall please 
your Grace. 

Arch. Here stand, my lords, and send dis¬ 
coverers forth. 

To know the numbers of our enemies. 4 
Hast. We have sent forth already. 

Arch. ’Tis well done. 


men both: I thank you: I must a dozen mile My friends and brethren in these great affairs, 
to-night. Bardolph, give the soldiers coats. I must acquaint you that I have receiv’d 
Shal. Sir John, the Lord bless you! and pros- New-dated letters from Northumberland; 8 
per your affairs I God send us peace! At your Their cold intent, tenour and substance, thus: 
return visit our house; let our old acquaintance Here doth he wish his person, with such powers 
be renewed: peradventure I will with ye to the As might hold sortance with his quality; 

“" J The which he could not levy: whereupon 12 

He is retir’d, to ripe his growing fortunes. 

To Scotland; and concludes in hearty prayers 
That your attempts may overlive the hazard 
And fearful meeting of their opposite. 16 
Mowb. Thus do the hopes we have in him 
touch ground 

And dash themselves to pieces. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Hast. Now, what newt} 

Mess. West of this forest, scarcely off a mite. 


court. 319 

Fal. ’Fore God I would you would. Master 
Shallow. 

Shal. Go to; I have spoke at a word. God 
keep you. 3*3 

Fal. Fare you well, gentle gentlemen. [Ex¬ 
eunt shallow and silence.] On, Bardolph; 
lead the men away. [Exeunt bardolph, Re- 
fruitj, Ac.l At I return, 1 will fetch off these 
Justices: I do see the bottom of Justice Shallow. 
M>rd, Lord! how subject we old men are to this 
vice of lying. This tame starved justice hath 
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In goodly form comes on the enemy; so 
And, by the ground they hide, I judge their 
number 

Upon or near the rate of thirty thousand. 
Mowb. The just proportion that we gave 
them out. 

Let us sway on and face them in the field. 34 

Enter WESTMORELAND. 

Arch. What well-appointed leader fronts us 
here? 

Mowb. I think it is my Lord of Westmore¬ 
land. 

West. Health and fair greeting from our 
general. 

The Prince, Lord John and Duke of Lancaster. 
Arch. Say on, my Lord of Westmoreland, in 
peace, a» 

What doth concern your coming. 

West. Then, my lord. 

Unto your Grace do I in chief address 
The substance of my speech. If that rebellion 
Came like itself, in base and abject routs, 33 
Led on by bloody youth, guarded with rags, 
And countenanc'd by boys and beggary; 

I say, if damn’d commotion so appear'd, 36 
In ms true, native, and most proper shape, 

You, reverend father, and these noble lords 
Had not been here, to dress the ugly form 
Of base and bloody insurrection 40 

With your fair honours. You, lord archbishop, 
Whose see is by a civil peace maintain'd. 
Whose beard the silver hand of peace hath 
touch’d, 

Whose learning and good letters peace hath 
tutor'd. 44 

Whose white investments figure innocence. 
The dove and very blessed spirit of peace. 
Wherefore do you so ill translate yourself 
Out of the speech of peace that bean such grace 
Into the harsh and boisterous tongue of war; 49 
Turning your books to greaves, your ink to 
blood. 

Your pens to lances, and your tongue divine 
To a loud trumpet and a point of war? ;a 
Arch. Wherefore do I this? so the question 
stands. 

Briefly to this end: we are all diseas’d; 

And, with out surfeiting and wanton bouts 
Have brought ourselves into a burning fever, 54 
And we must bleed for it: of which disease 
Our late king, Richard, being infected, died. 
But, my most noble Lord of Westmoreland, 

I take not on me here as a physician, 60 
Nor do I as an enemy to peace 
Troop in the throngs of military men; 

But rather show a while like fearful war, 

To diet rank minds sick of happiness 64 

And purge the obstructions which begin to stop 
Our very veins of life. Hear me more plainly: 
I have in equal balance justly weigh'd 
What wrongs our arms may do, what wrongs 
we suffer, M 

And find our grieft heavier than our offences. 
We see which way the stream of time doth run 
And are enforc’d from our moat quiet sphere 


By the rough torrent of occasion; 7a 

And have the summary of all our griefs. 
When time shall serve, to show in articles. 
Which long ere this we offer'd to the king. 
And might by no suit gain our audience. 74 
When we are wrong'd and would unfold our 
griefs. 

We are denied access unto his person 
Even by those men that most have done us 
wrong. 

The dangers of the days but newly gone,— So 
Whose memory is written on the earth 
With yet appearing blood,—and the examples 
Of every minute's instance, present now, 
Have put us in these ill-beseeming arms; S4 
Not to break peace, or any branch of it, 

Bnt to establish here a peace indeed, 
Concurring both in name and quality. 

West. Whenever yetwasy our appeal denied ? 
Wherein have you been galled by the king? 
What peer hath been suborn’d to grate on you. 
That you should seal this lawless bloody book 
Of forg’d rebellion with a seal divine, 93 
And consecrate commotion’s bitter edge? 
Arch. My brother general, the common¬ 
wealth. 

To brother born an household cruelty, 

I make my quarrel in particular. 94 

West. There is no need of any such redress; 
Or if there were, it not belongs to you. 

Mowb. Why not to him in part, and to us all 
That feel the bruises of the days before, too 
And suffer the condition of these time* 

To lay a heavy and unequal hand 
Upon our honours? 

West. Ol my good Lord Mowbray, 

Construe the times to their necessities, 104 
And you shall say indeed, it is the time, 

And not the king, that doth yon injuries. 

Yet, for your part, it not appears to me 
Either from the king or in the present time 
That you should have an inch of any ground 
To build a grief on: were yotr not restor’d no 
To aO the Duke of Norfolk's slgnories, 

Your noble and tight well-remember’d father's ? 
Mowb. What thing, in honour, hod my 
father lost, 113 

That need to be reviv’d and breath'd in me? 
The king that lov’d him as the state stood then. 
Was force perforc e comneH'd to banish him: 
And then that Harry Bolingbroke and he, 117 
Being mounted and both roused in their seats. 
Their neighing coarsen daring of the spur. 
Their armed staves in charge, their beaver* 
down, iso 

Their eyes of fire sparkling through sights of 
steel, 

And the loud trumpet blowing them together. 
Then, then, when there was nothing could have 
stay’d 

My fhther from the breast of Bolingbroke, r >4 
Of when the king did throw his warder down. 
His own life hung upon the staff he threw; 
Then threw he down himself and all their lives 
That by indictment and by dint of sword rat 
Have since miscarried under Bolingbroke. 
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West. Yon speak. Lord Mowbray, now yon 
know not what. 

The Earl of Hereford was reputed then 
In England the most valiant gentleman: 132 
Who knows on whom Fortune would then have 
smil’d? 

But if your father had been victor there, 

He ne'er had borne it out of Coventry; 

For all the country in a general voice 136 
Cried hate upon him; and all their prayers and 
love 

Were set on Hereford, whom they doted on 
And bless’d and grac’d indeed, more than the 
king. 

But this is mere digression from my purpose. 140 
Here come I from our princely general 
To know your griefs; to tell you from his Grace 
That he will give you audience; and wherein 
It shall appear that your demands are just, 144 
You shall enjoy them; every thing set off 
That might so much as think you enemies. 
Mowb. Bui he hath forc’d us to compel this 
offer, 

And it proceeds from policy, not love. 148 
West. Mowbray, you overween to take it so. 
This offer comes from mercy, not from fear: 
For, lol within a keD our army lies 
Upon mine honour, all too confident 132 
To give admittance to a thought of fear. 

Our battle is more full of names than yours. 
Our men more perfect in the use of arms, 

Our armour all as strong, our cause the best; 
Then reason will our hearts should be as good: 
Say you not then our offer is compell'd. 
Mowb. Well, by my will we shall admit no 
parley. 

West. That argues but the shame of your 
offence: 160 

A rotten case abides no handling. 

Hast. Hath the Prince John a full commission. 
In very ample virtue of his father. 

To hear and absolutely to determine 1S4 

Of what conditions we shall stand upon? 

West. That is intended in the general’s name. 
I muse you make so slight a question. 

Arch. Then take, my Lord of Westmoreland, 
this schedule, 168 

For this contains our general grievances: 

Each several article herein redress’d; 

All members of our cause, both here and hence. 
That are insinew'd to this action, 172 

Acquitted by a true substantial form 
And present execution of our wills 
To us and to our purposes consign’d; 

We come within our awful banks again 17S 
And knit our powers to the arm of peace. 
West. This will I show the general. Please 
you, lords. 

In sight of both our battles we may meet; 

And either end in peace, which God so frame! 
Or to the place of difference call the swords 
Which must decide it. 

Arch. My lord, we will do so. 

(Exit WESTMORELAND. 

Mowb. Them is a thing within my bosom 
t«ii« rrw 183 


That no conditions of our peace can stand. 
Hast. Fear you not that: if we can make 
our peace 183 

Upon such large terms, and so absolute 
As our conditions shall consist upon, 

Our peace shall standas firm as rocky mountains. 

Mowb. Yea, but our valuation shall be such 
That every slight and false-derived cause. 

Yea, every idle, nice, and wanton reason 
Shall to the king taste of this action; 192 
That, were our royal faiths martyrs in love. 

We shall be winnow'd with so rough a wind 
That even our com shall seem as light as chaff 
And good from bad find no partition. 196 
Arch. No, no, my lord. Note this; the king 
is weary 

Of dainty and such picking grievances : 

For he hath found to end one doubt by death 
Revives two greater in the heirs of life: 200 
And therefore will he wipe his tables clean. 
And keep no tell-tale to his memory 
That may repeat and history his loss 
To new remembrance; for full well he knows 
He cannot so precisely weed this land 205 
As his misdoubts present occasion: 

His foes are so enrooted with his friends 
That, plucking to unfix an enemy, 208 

He doth unfasten so and shake a friend. 

So that this land, like an offensive wife. 

That hath enrag’d him on to offer strokes, 

As he is striking, holds his infant up 212 
And hangs resolv’d correction in the aim 
That was uprear’d to execution. 

Hast. Besides, the king hath wasted all his 
rods 

On late offenders, that he now doth lack 21S 
The very instruments of chastisement; 

So that his power, like to a fangless lion. 

May offer, but not hold. 

Arch. ’Tis very true: 

And therefore be assur’d, my good lord marshal. 
If we do now make our atonement well, 221 
Our peace will, like a broken limb united. 
Grow stronger for the breaking. 

Mowb. Be it so. 

Here is return’d my Lord of Westmoreland. 224 

Re-enter WESTMORELAND. 

West. The prince is here at hand: pleaseth 
your lordship. 

To meet his Grace just distance ’tween our 
armies? 

Mowb. Your Grace of York, In God’s name 
then, set forward. 

Arch. Before, and greet his Grace: my lord, 
we come. [ Exeunt. 

Scene TL—Another Part of the Forest. 
Enter, from one side, mowbray, the arch¬ 
bishop, HASTINGS, and Others: from the other 
side, JOHN or LANCASTER, WESTMORELAND, 
Officers, and Attendants. 

Lane. You are well encounter'd here, my 
cousin Mowbray: 

Good day to you, gentle lord archbishop; 
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And so to you, Lord Hastings, and to ail. 

My Lord of York, it better show’d with you, 4 
When that your dock, assembled by the bell. 
Encircled you to hear with reverence 
Your exposition on the holy text 
Than now to see you here an iron man, 8 
Cheering a rout of rebels with your drum. 
Turning the word to sword and life to death. 
That man that sits within a monarch’s heart 
And ripens in the sunshine of his favour, 12 
Would he abuse the countenance of the king, 
Alack! what mischief might he set abroach 
In shadow of such greatness. With you, lord 
bishop. 

It is even so. Who hath not heard it spoken ts 
How deep you were within the books of God? 
To us, the speaker in his parliament; 

To us the imagin'd voice of God himself; 

The very opener and intelligencer 20 

Between the grace, the sanctities of heaven. 
And our dull workings. O! who shall believe 
But you misuse the reverence of your place, 
Employ the countenance and grace of heaven. 
As a false favourite doth his prince’s name, 

In deeds dishonourable? Y'ou have taken up, 
Under the counterfeited zeal of God, 

The subjects of his substitute, my father; :S 
And both against the peace of heaven and him 
Have here upswarm’d them. 

Arch. Good my Lord of Lancaster, 

I am not here against your father’s peace; 

But, as I told my Lord of Westmoreland, 32 
The time misorder’d doth, in common sense, 
Crowd us and crush us to this monstrous form, 
To hold our safety up. I sent your Grace 
The parcels and particulars of our grief,— 36 
The which hath been with scorn shov’d from 
the court,— 

Whereon this Hydra son of war is born; 
Whose dangerous eyes may well be charm’d 
asleep 3 S> 

With grant of our most just and right desires. 
And true obedience, of this madness cur’d. 
Stoop tamely to the foot of majesty. 

Mowb. If not, we ready are to try ourfortunes 
To the last man. 

Hast. And though we here fall down, 44 
We have supplies to second our attempt: 

If they miscarry, theirs shall second them; 
And so success of mischief shall be bom. 

And heir from heir shall hold this quarrel up 48 
Whiles England shall have generation. 

Lane. You are too shallow, Hastings, much 
too shallow. 

To sound the bottom of the after-times. 

West. Pleaseth your Grace, to answer them 
directly 52 

How far forth you do like their articles. 

Lane. I like them all, and do allow them 
well; 

And swear here, by the honour of my blood. 
My father’s purposes have been mistook, 56 
And some about him have too lavishly 
Wrested his meaning and authority. 

My lord, these grief* shall be with speed re¬ 
dress'd; 


Upon my soul, they shall. If this may please 
you, 60 

Discharge your powers unto their several coun¬ 
ties. 

As we will ours: and here between the armies 
Let’s drink together friendly and embrace, 
That all their eyes may bear those tokens home 
Of our restored love and amity. 6 $ 

Arch. I take your princely word for these 
ledresscs. 

Lane. 1 give it you, and will maintain my 
word; 

And thereupon I drink unto your Grace. 68 
Hast. I To un Officer.] Go, captain, and deliver 
to the army 

This news of peace: let them have pay, and 
part: 

1 know it will well please them: hie thee, captain. 

I Exit Officer. 

Arch. To you, my noble Lord of Westmore¬ 
land. 72 

West. I pledge your Grace: and, if you knew 
what pains 

I have bestow’d to breed this present peace. 
You would dnnk freely; but my love to you 
Shall show itself more openly hereafter. 76 

Arch. I do not doubt you. 

West. 1 am glad of it. 

Health to my lord and gentle cousin, Mowbray. 
Mowb. \ ou wish ms health in very happy 
season; 

For I am, on the sudden, something ill. 80 
Arch. Against ill chances men are ever merry. 
But heaviness foreiuns the good event. 

West. Therefore be merry, coz; since sudden 
sorrow 

Serves to say thus. Some good thing comes 
to-morrow. 84 

Arch. Believe me, I am passing light in spirit. 
Mowb. So much the worse if your own rule 
be true. ISliouts within. 

Lane. The word of peace is render’d: hark, 
how they shout! 87 

Mowb. This had been cheerful, after victory. 
Arch. A peace is of the nature of a conquest; 
For then both parties nobly are subdu’d, 

And neither party loser. 

Lane. Go, my lord, 

And let our army be discharged too. 92 
(Exit WESTMORELAND. 
And, good my lord, so please you, let our 
trains 

March by us, that we may peruse the men 
We should have cop’d withal. 

Arch. Go, good Lord Hastings, 96 

And, ere they be dismiss’d, let them march by. 

[ Exit HASTINGS. 

Lane. I trust, lords, we shall lie to-night to¬ 
gether. 

Re-enter Westmoreland. 

Now, cousin, wherefore stands our army still? 
West. The leaders, having charge from you 
to stand, too 

Will not go off until they hear you speak. 
Lane. They know their duties. 
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Re-enter Hastings. 

Hast. My lord, our army is dispers’d already: 

Like youthful steers unyok'd, they take their 
courses 104 

East, west, north, south; or, like a school broke 
up. 

Each hurries toward his home and sporting- 
place. 
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Enter john of Lancaster, Westmoreland, 
blunt, and Others. 

Lane. The heat is past, follow no further 
now. 

Call in the powers, good cousin Westmoreland. 

[Exit WESTMORELAND. 
Now, Falstaff, where have you been all this 
while? j» 


West. Good tidings, my Lord Hastings; for When everything is ended, then you come: 


the which 

I do arrest thee, traitor, of high treason: 108 
And you, lord archbishop, and you. Lord Mow¬ 
bray, 

Of capital treason I attach you both. 

Mowb. Is this proceeding just and honour¬ 
able? 

West. Is your assembly so? 112 

Arch. Will you thus break your faith? 


These tardy tricks of yours will, on my life. 
One time or other break some gallows’ back. 3s 
Fat. 1 would be sorry, my lord, but it should 
be thus: I never knew yet but rebuke and check 
was the reward of valour. Do you think me a 
swallow, an arrow, or a bullet? have I, in my 
poor and old motion, the expedition of thought ? 
I have speeded hither with the very extremest 
inch of possibility; I have foundered nine score 


Ixmc. I pawn’d thee none, and odd posts; and here, travel-tainted as I am, 

I promis’d you redress of these same grievances have, in my pure and immaculate valour, taken 
Whereof you did complain; which, by mine Sir John Colevile of the dale, a most furious 


honour, 

I will perform with a most Christian care. 116 
But for you, rebels, look to taste the due 
Meet for rebellion and such acts as yours. 
Most shallowly did you these arms commence, 
Fondly brought here and foolishly sent hence. 
Strike up our drums 1 pursue the scatter’d 
stray: 

God, and not we, hath safely fought to-day. 
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knight and valorous enemy. But what of that? 
he saw me, and yielded; that I may justly say 
with the hook-nosed feUow of Rome, ‘I came, 
saw, and overcame.’ 

Lane. It was more of his courtesy than your 
deserving. 48 

Fal. I know not: here he is, and here I yield 
him; and I beseech your Grace, let it be booked 
withtftt r®t of this day’s deeds; or, by the Lord, 


Some guard these traitors to the block of T wflFhave it in a particular ballad eb •-with 
death; 123 (mine own picture on the top on l, v-olevile 

Tossing my foot. To the which course if I be 
enforced, if you do not all show like gilt two- 


Treason's true bed, and yielder up of breath. 

[Exeunt. 


Scene III .—Another Part of the Forest. 

Alarums. Excursions. Enter falstaff and 
colevile, meeting. 

Fal. What’s your name, sir? of what con¬ 
dition are you, and of what place, I pray? 

Cole. I am a knight, sir; and my name is 
Colevile of the dale. 4 

Fal. Well then, Colevile is your name, a 
knight is your degree, and your place the dale: 
Colevile shall still be your name, a traitor your 
degree, and the dungeon your place, a place 
deep enough; so shall you be still Colevile of 
the dale. 

Cole. Are not you Sir John Falstaff? n 

Fal. As good a man as he, sir, whoe'er I am. 


pences to me, and I in the clear sky of fame 
o’ershine you as much as the full moon doth 
the cinders of the clement, which show like pins' 
heads to her, believe not the word of the noble. 
Therefore let me have right, and let desert 
mount. St 

Lane. Thine’s too heavy to mount. 

Fal. Let it shine then. 

Lane. Thine’s too thick to shine. 64 

Fal. Let it do something, my good lord, that 
may do me good, and call it what you will. 
Lane. Is thy name Colevile? 

Cole. It is, my lord. 68 

Lane. A famous rebel art thou, Colevile. 
Fal. And a famous true subject took him. 
Cole. I am, my lord, but as my betters are 
That led me hither: had they been rul’d by 

me 72 


Do ye yield, sir, or^shall I sweat for you? If You should have won them dearer than you 


I do sweat, they are the drops of thy lovers, 
and they weep for thy death: therefore rouse 
up fear and trembling, and do observance to 
my mercy. J 7 

Cole. I think you are Sir John Falstaff, and 
in that thought yield me. 

Fal. I have a whole school of tongues 1:; this 
belly of mine, and not a tongue of them au 
speaks any other word but my name. An I had 
but a belly of any indifferency, I were simply the 
most active fellow in Europe: my womb, my 
womb, my womb undoes me. Here comes our 
generaL 26 


have. . 

Fal. I know not how they sold themselves: 
but thou, like a kind fellow, gavest thyself away 
gratis, and I thank thee for thee. 76 

Re-eij tervirESTMORELAND. 

Lane. HaveVou lift pursuit? 

West. RetrtftiWs made and execution stay d. 
Lane. Send Colevile with his confederates 
To York, to present execution. 80 

Blunt, lead him hence, and see you guard him 
sure. [Exit blunt and Others with 

colevile, guarded. 
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And now dispatch we toward the court, my 
lords: 

I hear, the king my father is sore sick: 

Our news shall go before us 10 his majesty, 84 
Which, cousin [ addressing Westmoreland], you 
shall bear, to comfort him; 

And we with sober speed will follow you. 

Fal. My lord, 1 beseech you, give me leave 
to go. 

Through Gloucestershire, and when you come 
to court 88 

Stand my good lord, pray, in your good report. 
Lane. Fare you well, Falstaff: 1 , in my con¬ 
dition. 

Shall better speak of you than you deserve. 91 
lExeunl all but FALSTAFF. 
Fal. I would you had but the wit: 'twere 
better than your dukedom. Good faith, this 
same young sober-blooded boy doth not love 
me; nor a man cannot make him laugh; but 
that’s no marvel, he drinks no wine. There’s 
never none of these demure boys come to any 

g roof; for thin drink doth so over-cool their 
lood, and making many fish-meals, that they 
fall into a kind of male green-sickness; and then, 
when they marry, they get wenches. They 
are generally fools and cowards, which some of 
us should be too but for inflammation. A good 
sberris-sack hath a two-fold operation in it. 
It ascends me into tbe brain; dries me there ail 
the foolish and dull and crudy vapours which 
environ it; makes it apprehensive, quick, for- 
getive, full of nimble fiery and delectable shapes; 
which, deliver'd o’er to the voice, the tongue, 
which is the birth, becomes excellent wit. The 
second property of your excellent sherris is, the 
warming of the blood; which, before cold and 
settled, left the liver white and pale, which is 
the badge of pusillanimity and cowardice: but 
the sherris warms it aDd makes it course from 
the inwards to the parts extreme. It illumineth 
the face, which, as a beacon, gives warning to 
all tbe rest of this little kingdom, man, to arm; 
and then tbe vital commoners and inland petty 
spirits muster me all to their captain, the heart, 
who, great and puffed up with this retinue, doth 
any deed of courage; and this valour comes of 
sherris. So that skill in the weapon is nothing 
without sack, for that seta it a-work; and learn¬ 
ing. a mere hoard of gold kept by a devil till 
sack commences it and sets it in act and use. 
Hereof comes it that Prince Harry is valiant; 
for the cold blood he did naturally inherit of 
his father, ho hath, tike lean, sterile, and bare 
land, manured, husbanded, and tilled, with ex¬ 
cellent endeavour of.drinking good and good 
store of fertile sherris, that he is become very 
hot and valiant. If I had a thousand sons, the 
first human principle I would teach them should 
be, to forswear thin potations and to addict 
themselves to sack. 136 

Enter BARDOLPH. 

How now, Bardolph? 

Bard. The army ia discharged all and gone. 
FaL Let them go. I'll through Gloucester¬ 


shire; and there will I visit Master Robert 
Shallow, esquire: I have him already tempering 
between my finger and my thumb, and shortly 
will 1 seal with him. Come away. I Exeunt. 

Scene IV. — Westminster. The Jerusalem 
Chamber. 

Enter king henry, clarence, Gloucester, 
WARWICK, and Others. 

K. Hen. Now, lords, if God doth give suc¬ 
cessful end 

To this debate that bieedeth at our doors, 

Wc will our youth lead on to higher fields 
And draw no swords but what are sanctified. 4 
Our navy is address'd, our power collected. 
Our substitutes in absence well invested. 

And everything lies level to our wish: 

Only, we want a little personal strength; 8 
And pause us, till these rebels, now afoot. 
Come underneath the yoke of government. 
War. Both which we doubt not but your 
majesty 

Shall soon enjoy. 

K. Hen. Humphrey, my son of Gloucester, 
Where is the prince your brother? 13 

Glo. I think he’s gone to hunt, my lord, at 
Windsor. 

K. Hen. And how accompanied ? 

Glo. 1 do not know, my lorn. 

K. Hen. Is not his brother Thomas of Cla¬ 
rence with him? :6 

Glo. No, my good lord; he is in presence 
here. 

Cla. What would my lord and father? 

K. Hen. Nothing but well to thee, Thomas 
of Clarence. 

How chance thou art not with the prince thy 
brother? 20 

He loves thee, and thou dost neglect him, 
Thomas; 

Thou hast a better place in hh affection 
Than all thy brothers: cherish it, rr.y boy. 

And noble offices thou mayst effect 24 

Of mediation, after I am dead. 

Between his greatness and thy other brethren: 
Therefore omit him not; blunt not his love. 
Nor lose the good advantage of his grace 28 
By seeming cold or careless of his will; 

For he is gracious, if he be observ’d: 

He hath a tear for pity and a hand 
Open os day for melting charity; 32 

Yet, notwithstanding, being incens'd, he’s flint; 
As humorous as winter, and as sudden 
As flaws congealed in the spring of day. 

His temper therefore must be well observ'd: 3 * 
Chide him for faults, and do it reverently. 
When you perceive his blood inclin’d to mirth; 
But, being moody, give him tine and scope. 
Till that his passions, like a whale on ground, 40 
Confound themselves with working. Learn 
this, Thomas, 

And thou shaft prove a shelter to thy friends, 
A h«?p of gold to bind thy brothers m. 

That the united vessel of their blood, 4* 
Mingled with venom of suggestion— 
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As, force perforce, the age will pour it in— 
Shall never leak, though it do work as strong 
As aconitum or rash gunpowder. 48 

Cla. I shall observe him with all care and 
love. 

K. Hen. Why art thou not at Windsor with 
him, Thomas? 
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Enter harcourt. 

_ _ Look! here’s more news. 

Har. From enemies heaven keep your ma¬ 
jesty; 

And, when they stand against you, may they fall 
As those that I am come to tell you of! 96 


rTthknl t v-„ ... . The Earl Northumberland, and the Lord Bar- 

Cla. He is not there to-day; he dines in dolph, 

London. 

K. Hen. And how accompanied? const thou 
tell that? 52 


Cla. With Poins and other his continual fol¬ 
lowers. 

K. Hen. Most subject is the fattest soil to 
weeds; 

And he, the noble image of my youth. 

Is overspread with them: therefore my grief 56 
Stretches itself beyond the hour of death: 

The blood weeps from my heart when I do 
shape 

In forms ima gin ary the unguided days 
And rotten times that you shall look upon 60 
When I am sleeping with my ancestors. 

For when his headstrong riot hath no curb. 
When rage and hot blood are his counsellors. 
When means and lavish manners meet together, 
O! with what wings shall his affections fly 65 
Towards fronting peril and oppos’d decay. 
War. My gracious lord, you look beyond 
him quite: 

The prince but studies his companions 68 

Like a strange tongue, wherein, to gain the 
language, 

Tis needful that the most immodest word 
Be look’d upon, and learn’d; which once at¬ 
tain’d, 71 

Your highness knows, comes to no further use 
But to be known and hated. So, like gross 
terms. 

The prince will in the perfectness of time 
Cast off his followers; and their memory 
Shall as a pattern or a measure live, 76 
By which his Grace must mete the lives of others, 
Turning past evils to advantages. 

K. Hen. Tls seldom when the bee doth leave 
her comb 

In the dead carrion. 

Enter Westmoreland. 

Who’s here? Westmoreland! 
West. Health to my sovereign, and new hap¬ 
piness 81 

Added to that that I am to deliver! 

Prince John your son doth kiss your Grace’s 
hand: 

Mowbray, the Bishop Scroop, Hastings and all 
Are brought to the correction of your law. 8j 
There is not now a rebel’s sword unsheath’d, 
Btit Peace puts forth her olive everywhere. 
Tie manner how this action hath been borne, 
Here at more leisure may your highness read 
With every course in his particular. 

K. Hen. O Westmoreland! thou art a sum- 
__mer bird. . »* 

Which ever m the haunch of winter sings 
The lifting up of day. 


dolph, 

With a great power of English and of Scots, 
Are by the sheriff of Yorkshire overthrown. 
The manner and true order of the fight 


This packet, please it you, contains at large. 
K. Hen. And wherefore should three good 
news make me sick? 

Will Fortune never come with both hands full 
But write her fair words still in foulest letters? 
She either gives a stomach and no food; ioj 
S uch are the poor, in health; or else a feast 
And takes away the stomach; such are the rich. 
That have abundance and enjoy it not 108 
I should rejoice now at this happy news. 

And now my sight fails, and my brain is giddy. 
O me I come near me, now I am much iff. 

Glo. Comfort, your majesty! 

Cla. O my royal father! 11a 

West. My sovereign lord, cheer up yourself: 
look up! 

War. Be patient, princes: you do know these 
fits 

Are with his highness very ordinary: 

Stand from him, give him air; he’ll straight 
be well, 116 

Cla. No, no; he cannot long hold out these 
pangs; 

The incessant care and labour of his mind 
Hath wrought the mure that should confine 
it in 

So thin, that life looks through and win break 
out. 120 

Glo. The people fear me; for they do observe 
Unfather’d heirs and loathly births of nature: 
The seasons change their manners, as the year 
Had found some months asleep and leap'd 
them over. 124 

Cla. The river hath thrice flow’d, no ebb 
between; 

Apd the old folk, time’s doting chronicles. 

Say it did so a little time before 
That our great-grandsire, Edward, sick’d and 
died. 128 

War. Speak lower, princes, for the king re¬ 
covers. 

Glo. This apoplexy will certain be his end. 
K. Hen. I pray you take me up, and bear me 
hence 

Into some other chamber: softly, pray. 13a 

Scene V.—Another Chamber. 

KINO henry lying on a bed: CLARENCE, GLOU¬ 
CESTER, WARWICK, and Others in attendance. 
K. Hen. Let there be no noise made, my 

S ntle friends: 

s some duff and favourable hand 
Will whisper music to my weary spirit s 

War. Cali for the music in the other room. 
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[ACT IV 


K. Hen. Set me the crown upon my pillow 
here. 

Cla. His eye is hollow, and he changes much. 
War. Less noise, less noise! 

Enter the prince. 

Prince. Who saw the Duke of Clarence? 
Cla. I am here, brother, full of heaviness. 8 
Prince. How now! rain within doors, and 
none abroad! 

How doth the king? 

Glo. Exceeding ill. 

Prince. Heard he the good news yet? 
Tell it him. n 

Glo. He alter’d much upon the hearing it. 
Prince. If he be sick with joy, he will recover 
without physic. 

War. Not so much noise, my lords. Sweet 
prince, speak lew; 

The king your father is dispos’d to sleep. 16 
Cla. Let ns withdraw into the other room. 
War. WiU’t please your Grace to go along 
with us? 

Prince. No; I will sit and watch here by the 
king. [ Exeunt all but the prince. 

Why doth the crown lie there upon his pillow. 
Being so troublesome a bedfellow? 21 

O polish’d perturbation! golden care! 

That keep’st the ports of slumber open wide 
To many a watchful night! Sleep with it now! 
Yet not so sound, and half so deeply sweet 25 
As he whose brow with homely biggin bound 
Snores out the watch of night. O majesty! 
When thou dost pinch thy bearer, thou dost sit 
Like a rich armour worn in heat of day, 29 
That scalds with safety. By his gates of breath 
There lies a downy feather which stirs not: 

Did he suspire, that light and weightless down 
Perforce must move. My gracious lord! my 
father! 33 

This sleep is sound indeed; this is a sleep 
That horn this golden rigol hath divorc’d 
So many English kings. Thy due Horn me 36 
Is tears and heavy sorrows of the blood. 

Which nature, love, and filial tenderness 
Shall. O dear father! pay thee plenteously: 

My due from thee is this imperial crown, 40 
Which, as immediate from thy place and 
blood, 

Derives itself to me. Lo! here it sits, 

[Putting it on Ms head. 
Which heaven shall guard; and put the world’s 
whole strength 

Into one giant arm, it shall not force 44 
This lineal honour from me. This from thee 
Will I to mine leave, as ’tis left to me. [Exit. 
K. Hen. [Waking.] Warwick! Gloucester! 
Clarence! 

Re-enter Warwick, Gloucester, clarence, 
and the rest. 

Cla. Doth the king call? 

War. What would your majesty? How fares 
your Grace? 48 

1 C. Hen. Why did you leave me here alone, 
my lords? 


Cla. We left the prince my brother here, my 
liege. 

Who undertook to sit and watch by you. 

K. Hen. The Prince of Wales! Where is he? 
let me see him : 32 

He is not here. 

War. The door is open; he is gone this way. 
Glo. He came not through the chamber where 
we stay’d. 

K. Hen. Where is the crown? who took it 
from my pillow? 56 

War. When we withdrew, my liege, we left it 
here. 

K. Hen. The prince hath ta’en it hence: go, 
seek him out. 

Is he s'? hasty that he doth suppose 
My sleep my death? 60 

Find him, my Lord of Warwick; chide him 

hither. [Exit Warwick. 

This part of his conjoins with my disease. 

And helps to end me. See, sons, what things 
you are! 

How quickly nature falls into revolt 64 

When gold becomes her object! 

For this the foolish over-careful fathers 
Have broke their sleeps with thoughts, 

Their brains with care, their bones with in¬ 
dustry; 68 

For this they have engrossed and pil’d up 
The canker’d heaps of strange-achieved gold; 
For this they have been thoughtful to invest 
Their sons with arts and martial exercises: 72 
When, like the bee, culling from every flower 
The virtuous sweets, 

Our thighs packed with wax, our mouths with 
honey. 

We bring it to the hive, and like the bees, 76 
Are murder’d for our pains. This bitter taste 
Yield his engrossments to the ending father. 

Re-enter WARWICK. 

Now, where is he that will Hot’stay so long 
Till hiis friend sickness hath determin’d me? 80 
War. My lord, I found the prince in the next 
room. 

Washing with kindly tears his gentle cheeks, 
With such a deep demeanour in great sorrow 
That tyranny, which never quaff’d but blood, 84 
Would by beholding him, have wash’d his knife 
With gentle eye-drops. He is coming hither. 

K. Hen. But wherefore did he take aw 
crown? 


: away the 


Re-enter the PRINCE. 

Lo, where he comes. Come hither to me, Harry. 

Depart the chamber, leave us here alone. 89 
[Exeunt Warwick, and the rest. 

Prince. I never thought to hear you speak 
again. 

K. Hen. Thy wish was father, Harry, to that 
thought: 

I stay too long by thee, I weary thee. 9* 

Dost thou so hunger for my empty chair 

That thou wilt needs invest thee with mine 
honours 

Before thy hour be ripe? O foolish youth! 
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Thou seek’st the greatness that will overwhelm 
thee. 96 

Stay but a little: for my cloud of dignity 
Is held from falling with so weak a wind 
That it will quickly drop: my day is dim. 
Thou hast stol’n that which after some few 
hours 100 

Were thine without offence; and at my death 
Thou hast seal'd up my expectation: 

Thy life did manifest thou lov'dst me not. 

And thou wilt have me die assur’d of it. 104 
Thou hid’st a thousand daggers in thy thoughts. 
Which thou hast whetted on thy stony heart. 
To stab at half an hour of my life. 

What! canst thou not forbear me half an hour? 
Then get thee gone and dig my grave thyself, 109 
And bid the merry bells ring to thine ear 
That thou art crowned, not that I am dead. 
Let all the tears that should bedew my hearse 
Be drops of balm to sanctify thy head: 113 
Only compound me with forgotten dust; 

Give that which gave thee life unto the worms. 
Pluck down ray officers, break my decrees; 
For now a time is come to mock at form, in 
Harry the Fifth is crcwn’d! Up, vanity! 
Down, royal state! all you sage counsellors, 
hence! 

And to the English court assemble now, no 
From every region, apes of idleness! 

Now, neighbour confines, purge you of your 
scum: 

Have you a ruffian that will swear, drink, dance. 
Revel the night, rob, murder, and commit 124 
The oldest sins the newest kind of ways? 

Be happy, he will trouble you no more; 
England shall double gild his treble guilt. 
England shall give him office, honour, might; 
For the fifth Harry from curb’d licence plucks 
The muzzle of restraint, and the wild dog 
Shall flesh his tooth in every innocent. » 3 i 
O my poor kingdom! sick with civil blows. 
When that my care could not withhold thy riots. 
What wilt thou do when riot is thy care? 

O! thou wilt be a wilderness again. 

Peopled with wolves, thy old inhabitants. 13s 
Prince. O! pardon me, my liege; but for ray 
tears. 

The moist impediments unto my speech, 

I had forestall’d this dear and deep rebuke 
Ere you with grief had spoke and I had heard 
The course of it so far. There is your crown; 
And he that wears the crown immortally 
Long guard it yours! If I affect it more 
Than as your honour and as your renown, 144 
Let me no more from this obedience rise,— 
Which my most true and inward duteous spirit 
Tcacheth,—this prostrate and exterior bending. 
God witness with me, when I here came in, 
And found no course of breath within your 
majesty, >49 

How cold it struck my heart! if I do feign, 

O! let me in my present wildness die 
And nover live to show the incredulous world 
The noble change that I have purposed. 153 
Coming to look on you, thinking you dead, 
And dead almost, my liege, to think you were. 


I spake unto the crown as having sense, is< 
And thus upbraided it: ‘The care on thee de¬ 
pending 

Hau fed upon the body of my father; 
Therefore, thou best of gold art worst of gold: 
Other, less fine in carat, is more precious, 160 
Preserving life in medicine potable: 

But thou most fine, most honour’d, most re- 
nown’d, 

Hast eat thy bearer up.’ Thus, my most royal 
liege, 

Accusing it, I put it on my bead, 164 

To try with it, as with an enemy 
That had before my face murder’d my father. 
The quarrel of a true inheritor. 

But if it did infect my blood with joy, 16S 
Or swell my thoughts to any strain of pride; 
If any rebel or vain spirit of mine 
Did with the least affection of a welcome 
Give entertainment to the might of it, 172 
Let God for ever keep it from my head. 

And make me as the poorest vassal is 
That doth with awe and terror kneel to it! 

K. Hen. O my sonl 176 

God put it in thy mind to take it hence, 

That thou migbtst win the more thy father’s 
love, 

Pleading so wisely in excuse of it. 

Come hither, Harry: sit thou by my bed: 180 
And hear, I think, the very latest counsel 
That ever I shall breathe. God knows, my son. 
By what by-paths and indirect crook’d ways 
I met this crown; and I myself know well 184 
How troublesome it sat upon my head: 

To thee it shall descend with better quiet. 
Better opinion, better confirmation; 

For all the soil of the achievement goes z 88 
With me into the earth. It seem’d in me 
But as an honour snatch’d with boisterous hand, 
And I had many living to upbraid 
My gain of it by their assistances; 193 

Which daily grew to quarrel and to bloodshed. 
Wounding supposed peace. All these bold fears 
Thou seest with peril I have answered; 

For all my reign hath been but as a scene 196 
Acting that argument; and now my death 
Changes the mode: for what in me was pur¬ 
chas’d. 

Falls upon thee in a more fairer sort; 

So thou the garment wear'st successively. 200 
Yet, though thou stand’st more sure than I 
could do. 

Thou art not firm enough, since griefs are green; 
And all my friends, which thou must make thy 
friends. 

Have but their stings and teeth newly ta’en out; 
By whose fell working I was first advanc’d, 203 
And by whose power 1 well might lodge a fear 
To be again displac’d; which to avoid, 

I cut them off; and had a purpose now 308 

To lead out many to the Holy Land, 

Lest rest and lying still nfight make them look 
Too near unto my state. Therefore, my Harry, 
Be it thy course to busy giddy minds 212 
With foreign quarrels; that action, hence borne 
out. 
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May waste the memory of the former days. 
More would I, but my lungs are wasted so 
That strength of speech is utterly denied me. 216 
How I came by the crown, O God, forgive! 
And grant it may with thee in true peace live. 

Prince. My gracious liege. 

You won it, wore it, kept It, gave it me; 220 
Then plain and right must my possession be: 
Which I with more than with a common pain 
'Gainst all the world will rightfully maintain. 

Enter iohn op Lancaster. 

K. Hen. Look, look, here comes my John of 
Lancaster. 224 

Lane. Health, peace, and happiness to my 
royal father! 

K. Hen. Thou bring’st me happiness and 
peace, son John: 

But health, alack, with youthful wings is down 
From this bare wither’d trunk: upon thy sight 
My worldly business makes a period. 229 
Where is my Lord of Warwick? 

Prince. My Lord of Warwick! 

Re-enter Warwick and Others. 

K. Hen. Doth any name particular belong 
Unto the lodging where I first did swound 7232 
War. *Tis call’d Jerusalem, my noble lord. 
K, Hen. Laud be to Godl even there my life 
must end. 

It hath been prophesied to me many years 
I should not die but in Jerusalem, 23s 
Which vainly I suppos’d the Holy Land. 

But bear me to that chamber; there I’ll lie: 

In that Jerusalem shall Harry die. [Exeunt. 


ACT V 

SCENE L— Gloucestershire. A Hall in 
shallow’s House. 

Enter shallow, palstapf, bardolph, and 
Page. 

Shal. By cock and pie, sir, you shall not away 
to-night. What! Davy, I say. 

FaL You must excuse me. Master Robert 
Shallow. 4 

Shal. I will not excuse you; you shall not be 
excused; excuses shall not be admitted; there 
is no excuse shall serve; you shall not be ex¬ 
cused. Why, Davy! g 

Enter DAVY. 

Davy. Here, sir. 

Shal Davy, Davy, Davy, Davy, let me see, 
Davy; let me see: yea, marry, William cook, bid 
him come hither. Sir John, you shall not be 
excused. t) 

Davy. Many, sir, thus; those precepts can¬ 
not be served: and again, sir, shall we sow the 
headland with wheat? x6 

Shal. With red wheat, Davy. But for William 
cook: are there no young pigeons? 

Davy. Yee, sir. Here ii now the smith’s note 
for shoeing and plough-irons. 20 


Shal. Let it be cast and paid. Sir John, you 
shall not be excused. 

Davy. Now, sir, a new link to the bucket 
must needs be had: and, sir, do you mean to 
stop any of William’s wages, about the sack he 
lost the other day at Hinckley fair? 26 

Shal. A’ shall answer it. Some pigeons, 
Davy, a couple of short-legged hens, a joint of 
mutton, and any pretty little tiny kickshaws, 
tell William cook. 

Davy. Doth the man of war stay all night, 
sir? 32 

Shal. Yea, Davy. I will use him well. A 
friend i’ the court is better than a penny in 
purse. Use his men well, Davy, for they are 
arrant knaves, and will backbite. 36 

Davy. No worse than they are back-bitten, 
sir: for they have marvellous foul linen. 

Shal. Well conceited, Davy: about thy busi¬ 
ness, Davy. 40 

Davy. I beseech you, sir, to countenance 
William Visor of Wincot against Clement 
Perkes of the hill. 

Shal. There are many complaints, Davy, 
against that Visor: that Visor Is an arrant 
knave, on my knowledge. 46 

Davy. I grant your worship that he is a 
knave, sir; but yet, God forbid, sir, but a knave 
should have some countenance at his friend's 
request. An honest man,sir,is able to speak for 
himself, when a knave is not. I have served 
your worship truly, sir, this eight years; and if 
I cannot once or twice in a quarter bear out a 
knave against an honest man, I have but a very 
Little credit with your worship. The knave is 
mine honest friend, sir; therefore, I beseech 
your worship, let him be countenanced. 57 
Shal. Go to; I say he shall have no wrong. 
Look about, Davy. [Exit davy. J Where are you. 
Sir John? Come, come, come; off with your 
boots. Givemeyourhand, Master Bardolph. 61 
Bard. I am glad to see your worship. 

Shal. I thank thee with alrmy heart, kind 
Master Bardolph:—[To the Page.] and wel¬ 
come, my tall fellow. Come, Sir John. 6 ; 

Fal. I’ll follow you, good Master Robert 
Shallow. [Exit shallow.] Bardolph, look to 
our horses. [Exeunt bardolph and Page.] If I 
were sawed into quantities, I should make four 
dozen of such bearded hermit’s staves as Master 
Shallow. It Is a wonderful thing to see the 
semblable coherence of his men's spirits and his: 
they, by observing him, do bear themselves like 
foolish justices: he, by conversing with them, is 
turned into a justice-like serving-man. Their 
spirits are so married in conjunction with the 
participation of society that they flock together 
in consent, like so many wild-geese. If load a 
suit to Master Shallow, I would humour his men 
with the imputation of being near their master: 
If to his men, I would curry with Master Shallow 
that no man could better command his servants. 
It is certain that either wise bearing or ignorant 
carriage is caught, as men take diseases, one of 
another: therefore let men take heed of their 
company. I will devise matter enough out of 
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this Shallow to keep Prince Harry in continual 
laughter the wearing out of six fashions,—which 
is four terms, or two actions,—and a' shall laugh 
without intervaliums. OI it is much that a fie 
with a slight oath and a jest with a sad brow 
will do with a fellow that never had the ache in 
his shoulders. O! you shall see him laugh till 
his face be like a wet cloak ill laid upl 94 
Shat. [ Within.] Sir John! 

Pal. 1 come, Master Shallow: I come. Master 
Shallow. [Exit. 

Scene II.— Westminster. An Apartment in the 
Palace. 

Enter Warwick and the lord chief justice. 
War. How now, my Lord Chief Justice! 
whither away? 

Ch. Just. How doth the king? 

War. Exceeding well: his cares are now all 
ended. 

Ch. Just. I hope not dead. 

War. He’s walk’d the way of nature; 4 
And to our purposes he lives no more. 

Ch. Just. 1 would his majesty had call'd me 
with him: 

The service that I truly did his life 
Hath left me open to all injuries. S 

War. Indeed I think the young king loves 
you not. 

Ch. Just. I know he doth not, and do arm 
myself, 

To welcome the condition of the time; 

Which cannot look more hideously upon me re 
Than I have drawn it in my fantasy. 

Enter LANCASTER, CLARENCE, GLOUCESTER, 
WESTMORELAND and Others. 

War. Here come the heavy issue of dead 
Harry: 

O! that the living Harry had the temper 
Of him, the worst of these three gentlemen. 16 
How many nobles then should hold their places. 
That must strike sail to spirits of vile sort! 
Ch. Just. O God! 1 fear all will be overturn’d. 
Lane. Good morrow, cousin Warwick, good 
morrow. 20 

J Good morrow, cousin. 

Lane. We meet like men that had forgot to 
speak. 

War. We do remember; but our argument 
Is all too heavy to admit much talk. *4 

Lane. Well, peace be with him that hath 
made us heavy! , 

Ch. Just. Peace be with us, lest we be heavier ! 
do. O ! good iny lord, you have lost a friend 
indeed; . , 2 ? 

And I dare swear you borrow not that face 
Of seeming sorrow; it is sure your own. 

Lane. 1 hough no man be assur’d what grace 
to find, 

Yov^stand in coldest expectation. 

1 am the sorrier; would ’twere otherwise. 3 * 
Cta. Well, you must now speak Sir John 
Falstaff faur, 


Which swims against your stream of quality. 
Ch. Just. Sweet princes, what i did, I did in 
honour. 

Led by the impartial conduct of my soul; 36 
And never shall you see that I will beg 
A ragged and forestall’d remission. 

If truth and upright innocency fail me. 

I’ll to the king my master that is dead, 40 
And tell him who hath sent me after him. 

War. Here comes the prince. 

Enter kino henry the fifth, attended. 
Ch.Just. Good morrow, and God save yoor 
majesty 1 

K. Hen. V. This new and gorgeous garment, 
majesty, 44 

Sits not so easy on me as you think. 

Brothers, you mix your sadness with some fear: 
This is the English, not the Turkish court; 
Not Amurath an Amurath succeeds, 48 

But Harry Harry. Yet be sad, good brothen. 
For, to speak truth, it very well becomes you: 
Sorrow so royally 111 you appears 
That I will deeply put the fashion on js 
And wear it in my heart. Why then, be sad; 
But entertain no more of it, good brothers. 
Than a joint burden laid upon us all. 

For me, by heaven, I bid you be assur'd, j6 
I’ll be your father and your brother too; 

Let me but bear your love. I’ll bear your cares: 
Yet weep that Harry’s dead, and so will I; 
But Harry lives that shall convert those tears 60 
By number into hours of happiness. 

Lane., Ac. We hope no other from your 
majesty. 

K. Hen. V. You all look strangely on me: ITo 
the chief justice.] and you most; 

You are, I think, assur’d I love you not 64 
Ch. Just. I am assur'd, if I be measur’d rightly, 
Your majesty hath no just cause to hate me. 

K. Hen. V. No! 67 

How might a prince of my great hopes forget 
So great indignities you laid upon me? 

What! rate, rebuke, and roughly send to prison 
The immediate heir of England! Was this easy ? 
May this be wash’d in Lethe, and forgotten? is 
Ch. Just. I then did use the person of your 
father; 

The image of his power lay then in me: 

And, in the administration of his law. 

Whiles I was busy for the commonwealth, 7* 
Your highness pleased to forget my place. 

The majesty and power of law and justice. 
The image of the king whom I presented, 

And struck me in my very seat of judgment; *0 
Whereon, as an offender to your father, 

I gave held way to my authority. 

And did commit you. If the deed were ill, 

Be you contented, wearing now the garland, *4 
To have a son set your decrees at nought, 

To pluck down justice from your awful bench. 
To trip the course of law, and blunt the sword 
That guards the peace and safety of your 
person: ., ** 

Nay, more, to spurn at your most royal image 
And mods your workings in a second body. 
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Question your royal thoughts, make the case 
yours: 

Be now the father and propose a son, 92 
Hear your own dignity so much profan’d, 

See your most dreadful laws so loosely slighted. 
Behold yourself so by a son disdain'd; 

And then imagine me taking your part, 96 
And in your power soft silencing your son: 
After this cold considerance, sentence me; 
And, as you are a king, speak in your state 
What I have done that misbecame my place. 

My person, or my liege’s sov’reignty. tot 
K. Hen. V. You are right, justice; and you 
weigh this well; 

Therefore still bear the balance and the sword: 
And I do wish your honours may increase 
Till you do live to sec a son of mine toj 
Offend you and obey you, as I did. 

So shall I live to speak my father’s words: 
‘Happy am I, that have a man so bold 108 
That dares do justice on my proper son; 

And not less happy, having such a son, 

That would deliver up his greatness so 
Into the hands of justice.’ You did commit me: 
For which, I do commit into your hand 113 
The unstained sword that you have us’d to bear; 
With this remembrance, that you use the same 
With the like bold, just, and impartial spirit 1 is 
As you have done ’gainst me. There is my hand: 
You shall be as a lather to my youth: 

My voice shall sound as you do prompt mine ear. 
And I will stoop and humble my intents 120 
To your well-practis’d wise directions. 

And, princes all, believe me, I beseech you; 
My father is gone wild into his grave, 

For in his tomb lie my affections; 124 

And with his spirit sadly I survive, 

To mock the expectation of the world, 

To frustrate prophecies, and to raze out 
Rotten opinion, who hath writ me down 128 
After my seeming. The tide of blood in me 
Hath proudly flow’d in vanity till now: 

Now doth it turn and ebb back to the sea. 
Where it shall mingle with the state of floods 132 
And flow henceforth in formal majesty. 

Now call we our high court of parliament; 
And let us choose such limbs of noble counsel. 
That the great body of our state may go 136 
In equal rank with the best govern'd nation; 
That war or peace, or both at once, may be 
As things acquainted and famiiiar to us; 

In which you, father, shall have foremost hand. 
Our coronation done, we will accite, 141 
As I before remember’d, all our state: 

And, God consigning to my good intents. 

No prince nor peer shall have just cause to say, 
God shorten Harry’s happy life one day. 14s 

[Exeunt. 

SCENE m.— Gloucestershire. The Garden of 
shallow’s House. 

Enter falstaff, shallow, silence, bardolph, 
the Page, and DAVY. 

Shal. Nay, you shall soemine orchard, where, 
is an arbour, we will eat a last year's pippin of 


my own grafltag, with a dish of caraways, and 
so forth; come, cousin Silence; and then to bed. 

Fal. ’Fore God, you have here a goodly 
dwelling, and a rich. 6 

Shal. Barren, barren, barren; beggars all, 
beggars all, Sir John: marry, good air. Spread, 
Davy; spread, Davy: well said, Davy. 

Fal. This Davy serves you for good uses; he 
is your serving-man and your husband. 11 
Shal. A good varlet, a good varlet, a very 
good varlet. Sir John: by the mass, I have 
drunk too much sack at supper: a good varlet. 
Now sit down, now sit down. Come, cousin. 
Sil. Ah, sirrah! quoth a’, we shall 1 6 

Do nothing but eat, and make good cheer, 

And praise God for the merry year; 

When flesh is cheap and females dear, 

And lusty lads roam here and there, so 

So merrily. 

And ever among so merrily. 

Fal. There’s a merry heart! Good Master 
Silence, I’ll give you a health for that anon. 24 
Shal. Give Master Bardoiphsome wine, Davy. 
Davy. Sweet sir, sit; I'll be with you anon: 
most sweet sir, sit. Master page, good master 
page, sit. Proface i What you want in meat 
we 11 have in drink: but you must bear: the 
heart’s ail. [Exit. 

Shat. Be merry, Master Bardolph; and my 
little soldier there, be merry. 3» 

Sil. Be merry, be merry, my wife has all; 

For women are shrews, both short and tali: 

Tis merry in hall when beards wag ail. 

And welcome merry Shrovc-tide. 36 
Be merry, be merry. 

Fal. I did not tliink Master Silence had been 
a man of this mettle. 

Sil. Who, I? I have been merry twice and 
once ere now. 41 

Re-enter davy. 

Davy. There ’s a dish of leather-coats for you. 

[Setting thenFbefore BARDOLPH. 

Shal. Davy! 

Davy. Yourworxhip! I’ll bewith you straight. 
A cup of wine, sir? 4S 

Sil. A cup of wine that’s brisk and fin 
And drink unto the ieman mine; 

And a merry heart fives Jong'S. 48 
Fal. Wet! said. Master Silence. 

Sil. And we shall be merry, now come* in the 
sweet o’ the night. 

Fal. Health and long life to you. Master 
Silence. 33 

Sil. Fill the cup, and let it come; 

I'll pledge you a mile to the bottom. 

Shal. Honest Bardolph, welcome: if thou want- 
est anything and wilt not call, beshrew thy heart. 
[Tn the Page.] Welcome, mv little tiny thief; 
and welcome indeed too. I’D drink to Master 
Bardolph and to all the cavaleiroes about London. 
Davy. I hope to see London once ere I die. 6> 
Bard. An I might see you there, Davy,— 
Shal. By the mass, you’ll crack a quart to¬ 
gether: hat will you not. Master Bardolph? «4 
Bard. Yea, air, in a pottle-pot. 
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Shal. By God’s liggens, I thank thee. The 
knave will stick by thee, I can assure thee that: 
a’ will not out; he is true bred. 68 

Bard. And I’ll stick by him, sir. 

Shal. Why, there spoke a long. I nek nothing: 
be merry. {Knocking within.] Look who’s at 
door there. Ho I who knocks ? [Exit davy. 

Fal. [To SILENCE, who drinks a bumper.] 
Why, now you have done me right 74 

Sil. Do me right 

And dub me knight: 

S&mingo. 77 

Is’t not so? 

Fal. ’Tis so. 

Sil. Is’t so? Why, then, say an old man can 
do somewhat 81 

Re-enter daw. 

Davy. An’t please your worship, there’s one 
Pistol come from the court with news. 

Fal. From the court I let him come in. 84 

Enter PISTOL. 

How now. Pistol! 

Fist. Sir John, God save you, sir! 

Fal. What wind blew you hither, Pistol? 
Fist. Not the ill wind which blow's no man to 
good. 88 

Sweet knight, thou art now one of the greatest 
men in this realm. 

Sil. By’r lady, I think a’ be, but goodman 
Puff of Batson. 92 

Fist. Puff! 

Puff in thy teeth, most recreant coward base! 
Sir John, I am thy Pistol and thy friend, 

And helter-skelter have I rode to thee, 96 

And tidings do I bring and lucky joys 
And golden times and happy news of price. 
Fal. I prithee now, deliver them like a man 
of this world. 

Fist. A foutra for the world and worldlings 

base! too 

I speak of Africa and golden joys. 

Fal. O base Assyrian knight, what is thy 
news? 

Let King Cophetua know the truth thereof. 
Sil. And Robin Hood, Scarlet, and John. 104 
Fist. Shall dunghill curs confront the Heli¬ 
cons? 

And shall good newts be baffled? 

Then, Pistol, lay thy head in Furies’ lap. 

Shal. Honest gentleman, I know not your 
breeding. 109 

Fist, why then, lament therefore. 

Shat. Giveme panion, sir: if, sir, you come with 
news from the court, I take it there is but two 
ways: either to utter them, or to conceal them. 
I am, sir, under the king, in some authority. 
Fist. Under which king, Bezonian? speak, 
or die. ”5 

Shal. Under King Harry. , 

Fist. Harry the Fourth? or Fifth? 

Shal. Harry the Fourth. . _ , 

Fist. A foutra for thine office! 

Sir John, thy tender lambkin now is king; 


HENRY IV, PL 2 


Harry the Fifth’s the man. I speak the truth: 
When Pistol lies, do this; and ng me, like iso 
The blagging Spaniard. 

Fal. What! is the old king dead? 

Fist. As nail in door: the things I speak are 
just. IIJ 

Fal. Away, Bardolpb! saddle my horse. 
Master Robert Shallow, choose what office thou 
wilt in the land, ’tis thine. Pistol, I will double- 
charge thee with dignities. 

Bard. O joyful day! 128 

I would not take a knighthood for my fortune. 
Fist. What! I do bring good news. 

Fal. Carry Master Silence to bed. Master 
Shallow, my Lord Shallow, be what thou wilt, I 
am Fortune’s steward. Get on thy boots: we’ll 
ride all night. O sweet Pistol! Away, Bardolph! 
[Exit bardolph .1 Come, Pistol, utter more to 
me; and, withal devise something to do thyself 
good. Boot, boot. Master Shallow: I know the 
young king is sick for me. Let us take any 
man’s horses; the laws of England are at my 
commandment. Happy are they which have 
been my friends, and woe unto my lord chief 
justice! 142 

Fist. Let vultures vile seize on his lungs also! 
‘Where is the life that late I led?’ say they: 
Why, here it is: welcome these pleasant days! 

[Exeunt. 

SCENE IV.— London. A Street. 

Enter BEADLES, dragging in MISTRESS QUICKLY 
and DOLL TEARSHEET. 

Quick. No, thou arrant knave: I would to 
God I might die that I might have thee hanged; 
thou hast drawn my shoulder out of joint. 

First Bead. The constables have delivered 
her over to me, and she shall have whipping- 
cheer enough, I warrant her: there hath been a 
man or two lately killed about her. 7 

Dot. Nut-hook, nut-hook, you lie. Comeon: 
I’ll tell thee what, thou damned tripe-visaged 
rascal, an the child I now go with do miscarry, 
thou hadst better thou hadst struck thy mother, 
thou paper-faced villain. 12 

Quick. OtheLordlthatSirJohnwerecome; 
he would make this a bloody day to somebody. 
But 1 pray God the fruit of her womb miscarry I 
First Bead. If it do, you shall have a dozen 
of cushions again; you have but eleven now. 
Come, I charge you both go with me; for the 
man is dead that you and Pistol beat among you. 

Dol. I’ll tell thee what, thou thin man in a 
censer, I will have you as soundly swinged for 
this, you blue-bottle rogue! you filthy famished 
correctioner! if you be not swinged, I’U for¬ 
swear half-kirtles. 24 

First Bead. Come, come, you she knight- 
errant, come. 

Quick. O, that right should thus overcome 
might! Well, of sufferance comes ease. 

Dol. Come, you rogue, come: bring me to 
a justice. >9 

Quick. Ay; come, you starved blood-hound. 
Dol. Goodman death! goodman bones! 
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uick. Thou atomy, thou! 32 

ol. Come, you thin thing; come, you rascal! 
First Bead. Very well. {Exeunt. 

Scene V .—A public Place near Westminster 
Abbey. 

Enter two Grooms, strewing rushes. 

First Groom. More rushes, more rushes. 
Sec. Groom. The trumpets have sounded 
twice. 3 

First Groom. It will be two o’clock ere they 
come from the coronation. Dispatch, dispatch. 

{Exeunt. 

Enter falstaff, shallow, pistol, bardolph, 
and the Page. 

Fat. Stand here by me. Master Robert Shal¬ 
low; I will make the king do you grace. I will 
leer upon him, as a’ comes by: and do but mark 
the countenance that he wiil give me. 9 

Fist. God bless thy lungs, good knight. 

Fal. Come here. Pistol; stand behind me. 
O! if I had had time to have made new liveries, 
I would have bestowed the thousand pound I 
borrowed of you. But ’tis no matter; this poor 
show doth better: this doth infer the zeal I had 
to see him. 16 

Shal. It doth so. 

Fal. It shows my earnestness of affection. 
Shal. It doth so. 

Fal. My devotion. 20 

Shal. It doth, it doth, it doth. 

Fal. As it were, to ride day and night; and 
not to deliberate, not to remember, not to have 
patience to shift me. 24 

Shal. It is most certain. 

Fal. But to stand stained with travel, and 
sweating with desire to see him; thinking of 
nothing else; putting all affairs else in oblivion, 
as if there were nothing else to be done but to 
see him. 

Pist. ’Tis semper idem, foi absque hoc nihil est: 
Tis all in every part. 31 

Shal. Tis so, indeed. 

Pist. My knight, I will inflame thy noble 
liver. 

And make thee rage. 

Thy Doll, and Helen of thy noble thoughts, 36 
Is in base durance and contagious prison; 
Hal’d thither 

By most mechanical and dirty hand: 

Rouse up revenge from ebon den with fell 
Alecto s snake, 40 

For Doll is in: Pistol speaks nought but truth. 
Fal. I will deliver her. 

[Shouts within and trumpets sound. 
Pist. There roar’d the sea, and trumpet- 
clangor sounds. 

Enter kino henry the fifth and his Train, the 
lord chief justice among them. 

Fal. God save thy grace, King Hal! my royal 
Hall 45 

Pist. The heavens thee guard and keep, most 
royal imp of fame! 


Fal. God save thee, my sweet boy! 48 
K. Hen. V. My lord chief Justice, speak to 
that vain man. 

C/i. Just. Have you your wits? know you 
what 'tis you speak? 

Fal. My king! my Jove! I speak to thee, my 
heart! 

K. Hen. V. I know thee not, old man: fall 
to thy prayers; '2 

How ill white hairs become a fool and jester! 
I have long dream’d of such a kind of man. 

So surfeit-swell’d, so old, and so profane; 

But, being awak’a, I do despise my dream. 56 
Make less thy body hence, and more thy 
grace; 

Leave gormandising; know the grave doth 
gape 

For thee thrice wider than for other men. 
Reply not to me with a fool-born jest: 60 

Presume not that 1 am the thing 1 was; 

For God doth know, so shall the world per¬ 
ceive. 

That I have turn’d away my former self; 

So will 1 those that kept me company. 64 
When thou dost hear 1 am as I have been. 
Approach me, and thou shalt be as thou wast. 
The tutor and the feeder of my riots: 

Till then, 1 banish thee, on pain of death, 68 
As 1 have done the rest of my misleadcrs. 

Not to come near our person by ten mile. 

For competence of life I will allow you. 

That lack of means enforce you not to evil: 72 
And, as we hear you do reform yourselves. 
We will, according to your strength and quali¬ 
ties, 

Give you advancement. Be it your charge, my 
lord. 

To see perform’d the tenour of our word. 76 
Set on. {Exeunt king henry v. and his Train. 
Fal. Master Shallow, I owe you a thousand 
pound. 

Shal. Ay, marry. Sir Job#: which I beseech 
you to let me have home with me. 80 

Fal. That can hardly be, Master Shallow. Do 
not you grieve at this: 1 shall be sent for in 
private to him. Look you, he must seem thus 
to the world. Fear not youT advancements; I 
will be the man yet that shall make you great. 

Shal. 1 cannot perceive how, unless you 
should give me your doublet and stuff me out 
with straw. I beseech you, good Sir John, let 
me have five hundred of my thousand. *9 
Fal. Sir, I will be as good as my woid: this 
that you heard was but a colour. 

Shal. A colour that I fear you will die in. Sir 
John. 93 

Fal. Fear no colours: go with me to dinner. 
Come, Lieutenant Pistol: come, Bardolph: l 
shall be sent for soon at night. s> 5 

Re-enter john of Lancaster, the lord chief 
justice; Officers with them. 

Ch. Just. Go, cany Sir John Falstaff to the 
Fleet; 

Take all his company along with him. 

Fal. My lord, my lordl 
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Ch. Just. I cannot now speak: I will bear 

you soon, 100 

Take them away, 

Put, Si jortm me tomentu, spero contents 
[Exeunt falstaff, shallow, pistol, 
bardolph, Pape, and Officers. 

Lane. I like this fair proceeding of the king’s, 
He hath intent his wonted Mowers 104 
Shall all be very well provided for; 

But all are banish'd dll their conversations 
Appear more wise and modest to the world. 

Ch.Just. And so they are, 108 

Lane. The king hath call'd his parliament, 

my lord, 

Ch. Just. He hath. 

Lane, I will lay odds, that, ere this year expire, 
We bear our civil swords and native fire 112 
As far as France, 1 heard a bird so sing. 

Whose music, to my thinking, pleas'd the king. 
Come, will you hence? [ Exeunt. 

EPILOGUE 
Spoken by a Dancer, 

first, my fear; then, my curtsy; last my 
speech, My fear is, your displeasure, my 

curtsy, my duty, and my speech, to beg your 
pardon, If you look for a good speech now, you 
undo me; for what I have to say is of mine 
own making; and what indeed I should say 
will, I doubt, prove mine own marring. But to 
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the purpose, and so to the venture, Be it known 
to you,-as it is very well,-I was lately here in 
the end of a displeasing play, to pray your 
patience for it and to promise you a better. I 
did mean indeed to pay you with this; which , 
if like an ill venture it come unluckily home, I 
creak, and you, my gentle creditors, lose. Here, 
I promised you l would be, and here I commit 
my body to your mercies: bate me some and I 
will pay you some; and, as most debtors do, 
promise you infinitely, 18 

If my tongue cannot entreat you to acquit me, 
will you command me to use my legs 1 and yet 
that were but light payment, to dance out of your 
debt, But a good conscience will make any 
possible satisfaction, and so will I. All the 
gentlewomen here nave forgiven me: if the 
gentlemen will not, then the gentlemen do not 
agree with the gentlewomen, which was never 
seen before in such an assembly, 27 

One word more, I beseech you, If you be not 
too much cloyed with fat meat, our humble 
author will continue the story, with Sir John in 
it, and make you merry with fair Katharine of 
France: where, for anything I know, Falstaff 
shall die of a sweat, unless already a' be killed 
with your hard opinions; for Oldcastle died a 
martyr, and this is not the man, My tongue is 
weary; when my legs are too, I will bid you 
good night: and so kneel down before you; but, 
indeed, to pray for the queen, 38 
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Chorus. 


Scene. — England; afterwards France. 


Enter Chorus. 

Chor. O! for a Muse of fire, that would ascend 
The brightest heaven of invention; 

A kingdom for a stage, princes to act 
And monarchs to behold the swelling scene. 4 
Then should the war-like Harry, like himself. 
Assume the port of Mars; and at his heels. 
Leash'd in like hounds, should famine, sword, 
and fire 

Crouch for employment. But pardon, gentles all. 
The flat unraised spirits that hath dar’d 9 
On this unworthy scaffold to bring forth 
So great an object: can this cockpit hold 
The vasty fields of France ? or may we cram 11 
Within this wooden O the very casques 
That did affright the air at Agincourt? 

O, pardon l since a crooked figure may 
Attest in little place a million; 16 

And let us, ciphers to this great accompt. 

On your imaginary forces work. 

Suppose within the girdle of these walls 
Are now confin'd two mighty monarchies, to 
Whose high upreared and abutting fronts 
The perilous narrow ocean parts asunder: 

Piece out our imperfections with yow thoughts: 
Into a thousand parts divide one man, 34 
And make imaginary puissance: 

Think when we talk of horses that you see them 
Printing their proud hoofs i’ the receiving earth; 
For 'tie your thoughts that now must deck our 
kings, at 

Carry them here and there, jumping o’er times. 
Turning the accomplishment cf many years 


Into an hour-glass: for the which supply. 

Admit me Chorus to this history; 3 * 

Who prologue-like your humble patience pray. 
Gently to hear, kindly to judge, our play. [Exit. 


ACT I 

SCENE L — London. An Antechamber In the 
kino’s Palace. 

Enter the archbishop or canterbury and the 

BISHOP OF ELY. 

Coni. My lord, I’ll tell you; that self bill is 
urg’d, 

Which in th’ eleventh year of the last king's 
reign 

Was like, and had indeed against us pass'd. 
But that the scambling and unquiet time 4 
Did push it out of further question. 

Ely. But how, my lord, shall we resist it now? 
Cant. It must be thought on. If it pass 
against us, 

We lose the better half of our possession; * 
For all the temporal land* which men devout 
By testament have given to the church 
Would they strip from us; being valu’d thus; 
As much as would maintain, to the king’s 
honour, >* 

Full fifteen earls and fifteen hundred knights, 
Six thousand and two hundred good esquires; 
And, to relief of lazars and weak age, 

Of indigent feint sods past corporal toil. re 
A hundred almshousee right weu supplied; 



ACT I, SCENE ll 


471 


HENRY V 


And to the coffers of the king beside, 

A thousand pounds by the year. Thus runs the 
bill. 

Ely. This would drink deep. 

Cam. 'Twould drink the cup and all. 

Ely. But what prevention? 21 

Cant. The king is full of grace and fair regard. 

Ely. And a true lover of the holy church. 

Cant. The courses of his youth promis’d it 
not. 24 

The breath no sooner left his father’s body 
But that his wildness, mortified in him. 

Seem’d to die too; yea, at that very moment. 
Consideration like an angel came, 28 

And whipp’d the offending Adam out of him, 
Leaving lus body as a paradise, 

To envelop and contain celestial spirits. 

Never was such a sudden scholar made; 32 
Never came reformation in a ilood, 

With such a heady currance, scouring faults; 
Nor never Hydra-headed wilfulness 
So soon did lose his seat and all at once 36 
As in this king. 

Ely. We are blessed in the change. 

Cant. Hear him but reason in divinity. 

And, all-admiring, with an inward wish 
You would desire the king were made a pre¬ 
late: 40 

Hear him debate of commonwealth affairs, 
You would say it hath been all in ail his study: 
List his discourse of war, and you shall hear 
A fearful battle render'd you in music; 44 
Turn him to any cause of policy. 

The Gordian knot of it he will unloose, 
Familiar as his garter; that, w'hen he speaks, 
The air, a charter’d libertine, is still, 4 * 
And the mute wonder lurketh in men’s ears, 

To steal his sweet and honey’d sentences; 

So that the art and practic part of life 
Must be the mistress to this theoric: 52 

Which is a wonder how his Gtace should glean 
it. 

Since his addiction was to courses vain; 

His companies unletter’d, rude, and shallow; 
His hours fill’d up with riots, banquets, 
sports; J6 

And never noted in him any study. 

Any retirement, any sequestration 
From open haunts and popularity. 

Ely. The strawberry grows underneath the 
nettle, 60 

And wholesome berries thrive and ripen best 
Neighbour’d by fruit of baser quality: 

And so the prince obscur’d his contemplation 
Under the veil of wildness; which, ho doubt, 64 
Grew like the summer grass, fastest by night. 
Unseen, yet cresclve in his faculty. 

Canr. It must be so; for miracles are ceas’d; 
And therefore we must needs admit the means 
How things are perfected. 

Ely. But, my good lord, 69 

How now for mitigation of this bill 
Urg’d by the commons? Doth his majesty 
Mine to it, or no? 

Coat. He seams indifferent, n 

Or rather swaying more upon our part 


Than cherishing the exhibiters against us; 

For I have made an offer to his majesty. 

Upon our spiritual convocation, 76 

And in regard of causes now in hand. 

Which I have open’d to lus Grace at large. 

As touching France, to give a greater sum 
Than ever at one time the clergy yet So 
Did to his predecessors part withal. 

Ely. How did this offer seem receiv’d, my 
lord? 

Cant. With good acceptance of his majesty; 
Save that there was not time enough to 
hear,— 84 

A s I perceiv’d his Grace would fain have done,— 
The severals and unhidden passages 
Of his true titles to some certain dukedoms. 
And generally to the crown and seat of France, 
Deriv’d from Edward, his great-grandfather. 

Ely. What was the impediment that broke 
this off? 

Cant. The French ambassador upon that 
instant 91 

Crav’d audience; and the hour I think is come 
To give him hearing: is it four o’clock? 

Ely. It is. 

Cant. Then go we in to know his embassy; 
Which I could with a ready guess declare 96 
Before the Frenchman speak a word of it. 

Ely. I’ll wait upon you, and I long to hear it 

lExeunt. 


Scene II. —The Same. The Presence Chamber. 
Enter KINO HENRY, GLOUCESTER, BEDFORD, 

EXETER, WARWICK, Westmoreland, and At¬ 
tendants. 

K. Hen. Where is my gracious lord of Can¬ 
terbury? 

Exe. Not here in presence. 

K. Hen. Send for him, good uncle. 

West. Shall we call in the ambassador, my 
liege? 

K. Hen. Not yet, my cousin; we would be 
resolv'd, 4 

Before we hear him, of some things of weight 
That task our thoughts, concerning us and 
France. 


Enter the archbishop of canterbury and the 

BISHOP OF ELY. 

Cant. God and his angels guard your sacred 
throne. 

And make you long become itl 
K. Hen. Sure, we thank you. 

My learned lord, we pray you to proceed, 9 
And justly and religiously unfold 
Why the law Salique that they have in France 
Or should, or should not, bar us in our claim, is 
And God forbid, my dear and faithful lord. 
That yon should fashion, wrest, or bow your 
reading. 

Or nicely charge your understanding soul 
With opening titles miscreate, whose right is 
Suits not in native colours with the troth; 

For God doth know how many now in health 
Shall drop their blood in approbation 
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Of what your reverence shall lndte us to. so 
Therefore take heed how you impawn our 
person, 

How you awake the sleeping sword of war: 
We charge you in the name of God, take heed; 
For never two such kingdoms did contend 24 
Without much fall of blood; whose guiltless 
drops 

Are every one a woe, a sore complaint, 
’Gainst him whose wrongs give edge unto the 
swords 

That make such waste in brief mortality. 28 
Under this conjuration speak, my lord, 

And we will hear, note, and believe in heart, 
Thatwhatyouspeakisinyour conscience wash’d 
As pure as sin with baptism. 32 

Cant. 1 hen hear me, gracious sovereign, and 
you peers. 

That owe yourselves, your lives, and services 
To this imperial throne. There is no bar 
To make against your highness’ claim to France 
But this, which they produce from Pharamond, 
In terrain Salicam mulieres ne succedant, 38 
’No woman shall succeed in Salique land:’ 
Which Salique land the French unjustly gloze 
To be the realm of France, and Pharamond 41 
The founder of this law and female bar. 

Yet their own authors faithfully affirm 
That the land Salique is in Germany, 44 
Between the floods of Sala and of Elbe: 

Where Charles the Great, having subdu’d the 
Saxons, 

rhere left behind and settled certain French; 
Who, holding in disdain the German women 
For some dishonest manners of their life. 
Establish'd then this law; to wit, no female 
Should be inheritrix in Salique land: 51 

Which Salique, as I said, 'twixt Elbe and Sala, 
Is at this day in Germany call’d Meisen. 
Then doth it well appear the Salique law 
Was not devised for the realm of France; 

Nor did the-French possess the Salique land ;6 
Until four hundred one-and-twenty yean 
After defunction of King Pharamond, 

Idly suppos’d the founder of tills law; 

Who dud within the year of our redemption 60 
Four hundred twenty-six; and Charles the Great 
Subdu'd the Saxons, and did seat the French 
Beyond the river Sala, in the year 
Eight hundred five. Besides, their writere say. 
King Pepin, which deposed Childeric, 6$ 
Did, as heir general, being descended 
OfBlithlJd, which was daughtertoKingClothair, 
Make claim and title to tin crown of France. 68 
Hugh Capet also, who usurp’d the crown 
Of Charles the Duke of Loraine, sole heir male 
Of the true line and stock of Charles the Great, 
To find his title with some shows of truth,— 72 
Though in pure truth, it was corrupt and 
naught,— 

Convey’d himself as heir to the Lady Liftgare, 
Daughter to Charlemain, who was the son 
To Lewis the emperor, and Lewis the son 76 
Of Charles the Great. Also King Lewis the 
Tenth, 

Who was sole heir to the usurper Capet, 


Could not keep quiet in his conscience, 
Wearing the crown of France, till satisfied to 
That fair Queen Isabel, his grandmother, 

Was lineal of the Lady Ermengare, 

Daughter to Charles the aforesaid Duke of 
Loraine: 

By the which marriage the line of Charles the 
Great 84 

Was re-united to the crown of France. 

So that, as clear as is the summer’s sun. 

King Pepin’s title, and Hugh Capet’s claim. 
King Lewis his satisfaction, all appear 88 
To hold in right and title of the female: 

So do the kings of France unto this day; 
Howbeit they would hold up this Salique law 
To bar your highness claiming from the female; 
And rather choose to hide them in a net 93 
Than amply to imbar their crooked titles 
Usurp’d from you and your progenitors. 

K. Hen. May I with right and conscience 
make this claim! 96 

Cant. The sin upon my head, dread sove¬ 
reign! 

For in the book of Numbers is it writ: 

‘When the ion dies, let the inheritance 
Descend unto the daughter.’ Gracious lord, 100 
Stand for your own; unwind your bloody flag; 
Look back into your mighty ancestors: 

Go, my dread lord, to your great-grandsire’s 
tomb. 

From whom you claim; invoke his war-like 
spirit, 104 

An your great-uncle’s, Edward the Black 

Who on the French ground play’d a tragedy. 
Making defeat on the full power of France; 
Whiles his most mighty father on a hill >08 
Stood smiling to behold his lion’s whelp 
Forage in blood of French nobility. 

O noble English! that could entertain 
With half their forces the full pride of France, 
And let another half stand lauding by, 113 

Ail out of work, and cold for action. 

Ely. Awake remembrance of these valiant 
dead, 

And with your puissant arm renew their feats: 
You are their heir, you sit upon their throne. 
The blood and courage that renowned them 
Runs in your veins; and my thrice-puissant lie ge 
Is in the very May-morn of his youth, 120 
Ripe for exploits and mighty enterprises. 

Exe. Your brother kings and monarchs of 
the earth 

Do all expect that you should rouse yourself, 
As did. the former lions of your blood. 124 

West. They know your Grace hath cause and 
means ana might; 

So hath your highness- never King of England 
Had nobles richer, and more fayal subjects. 
Whose hearts have left their bodies here in Eng¬ 
land 128 

And lie pavilion'd in the fields of France. 

Cant O! let their bodies follow, my dear 

With Sood and sword and fire to win your 
right; 
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The act of order to a peopled kingdom. 

They have a king and officers of sorts; 

Where some, like magistrates, correct at home. 
Others, like merchants, venture trade abroad, 

: die Others, like soldiers, armed in their stings, 193 
French, 136 Make boot upon the summer’s velvet buds: 

But lay down our proportions to defend Which pillage they with merry inarch bring 
“ sot, who will make road upoi 
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In aid whereof we of the spiritualty 132 
Will raise your highness such a mighty sum 
As never did the clergy at one time 
Bring in to any of your ancestors. 

K.Hen. We must not only arm to invade the 


Against the Scot, who will make road upon us 
With all advantages. 

Cant. They of those marches, gracious so¬ 
vereign, 140 

Shall be a wall sufficient to defend 
Our inland from the pilfering borderers. 


home 

To the tent-royal of their emperor: 196 

Who, busied in his majesty, surveys 
The singing masons building roofs of gold. 
The civil citizens kneading up the honey. 

The poor mechanic porters crowding in 200 


K. Hen. We do not mean the coursing Their heavy burdens at his narrow gate, 
snatchers only, _ The sad-ey’d justice, with his surly hum. 


But fear the main irtendment of the Scot, 144 
Who hath been still a giddy neighbour to us; 
For you shall read that my great-grandfather 
Never went with his forces into France 
But that the Scot on his unfumish’d kingdom 
Came pouting, like the title into a breach, 149 
With ample and brim fulness of his force. 
Galling the gleaned land with hot essays. 
Girding with grievous siege castles and towns; 
That England, being empty of defence, 133 
Hath shook and trembled at the ill neighbour¬ 
hood. 

Cant. She hath been then more fear’d than 
harm’d, my liege; 

For hear her but exampled by herself: 136 

When all her chivalry hath been in France 
And she a mourning widow of her nobles. 
She hath herself not only well defended, 

But taken and impounded as a stray reo 
The King of Scots; whom she did send to 
France, 

To fill King Edward’s fame with prisoner kings. 
And make your chronicle as rich with praise 
As is the owse and bottom of the sea t $4 

With sunken wrack and sumless treasuries. 


Delivering o’er to executors pale 
The lazy yawning drone. I this infer, 204 
That many things, having full reference 
To one consent, may work contrariously; 

As many arrows, loosed several ways, 

Fly to one mark; as many ways meet in one 
town; 208 

As many fresh streams meet in one salt sea; 
As many lines close in the dial’s centre; 

So may a thousand actions, once afoot. 

End in one purpose, and be all well borne 212 
Without defeat. Therefore to France, my liege. 
Divide your happy England into four; 
Whereof take you one quarter into France, 
And you withal shall make all Gallia shake. 216 
If we, with thrice such powers left at home. 
Cannot defend our own doors from the dog. 
Let us be worried and our nation lose 
The name of hardiness and policy. 220 

K. Hen. Call in the messengers sent from 
the Dauphin. (Exit an Attendant. 

Now are we well resolv’d; and by God's help. 
And yours, the noble sinews of our power, 
France being outs, we’ll bend it to our awe 


168 


.... ____ Or break it all to pieces: or there we’ll sit. 

West. But there's a saying very old and true; Ruling in large and ample empery 

If that you will France win, O'erFranceandaUheralmostkmglydukedoms, 

- - - - - — Or lay these bones in an unworthy urn, 228 

Tombless, with no remembrance over them: 
Either our history shall with full mouth 
Speak freely of our acts, or else our grave. 

Like Turkish mute, shall have a tongueless 
mouth, 23a 

Not worshipp’d with a waxen epitaph. 


Then with Scotland first begin: 

For once the eagle England being in prey. 

To her unguarded nest the weasel Scot 
Comes sneaking and so suclcs her princely eggs, 
Playing the mouse in absence of the cat, >72 
To tear and havoc more than she can eat. 

Exe. It follows then the cat must stay at 
home: 

Vet that is but a crush’d necessity; 

Since we have locks to safeguard necessaries 17* 
And pretty traps to catch the petty thieves. 
While that the armed hand doth fight abroad 
The advised head defends itself at home: 

For government, though high and low and 
lower, 180 

Put into parts, doth keep in one consent, 
Congreeing in a full and natural close. 

Like music. 

Cant. Therefore doth heaven divide 
The state of man in divers functions, 

Setting endeavour in continual motion; 

To which is fixed, as an aim or butt. 
Obedience; for so work the hoDey-bees, 
Creatures that by a rule in nature teach 


Enter Ambassadors of France. 

Now are we well prepar’d to know the pleasure 
Of our fair cousin Dauphin; for we hear 
Your greeting is from him, not from the king. 
First Amb. May’t pleaao your majesty to 
give us leave 237 

Freely to render what we have in charge; 

Or shall we sparingly show you far off 
The Dauphin s meaning and our embassy? 240 
K. Hen. We are no tyrant, but a Christian 
uv> king: 

184 Unto whose grace our passion is as subject 
As are our wretches fetter'd in our prisons: 
Therefore with frank and with uncurbed plain- 
TI6SA 2 4 4 

sSS Tell us the Dauphin’s mind. 

Q 
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First Amb. Thus then, in few. 

Your highness, lately sending into France, 
Did claim some certain dukedoms, in the right 
Of your great predecessor. King Edward the 
Third. 248 

In answer of which claim, the prince our master 
Says that you savour too much of your youth. 
And bids you be advis’d there’s nought in 
France 

That can be with a nimble galliard won; 25a 
You cannot revel into dukedoms there. 

He therefore sends you, meeter for your spirit. 
This tun of treasure; and, in lieu of this, 
Desires you let the dukedoms tha t you claim 
Hear no more of you. This the Dauphin speaks. 
K. Hen. What treasure, uncle? 

Exe. Tennis-balls, my liege. 

K. Hen. We are glad the Dauphin is so 
pleasant with us: 

His present and your pains we thank you for: 
When we have match’d our rackets to these 
balls. 261 

We will In France, by God’s grace, play a set 
Shall strike his father’s crown into the hazard. 
Tell him he hath made a match with such a 
wrangler 264 

That all the courts of France will be disturb’d 
With chaces. And ws understand him well. 
How he comes o’er us with our wilder days. 
Not measuring what use we made of them. 268 
We never valu’d this poor seat of England; 
And therefore, living hence, did give ourself 
To barbarous licence; as ’tis ever common 
That men are merriest when they are from 
home. 272 

But tell the Dauphin I will keep my state, 

Be like a king and show my sad of greatness 
When I do rouse me in my throne of France: 
For that I have laid by my majesty 276 

And plodded like a man for working-days. 
But I will rise there with so full a glory 
That I will dazzle all the eyes of France, 

Yea, strike the Dauphin bund to look on us. 
Ana tell the pleasant prince this mock of his 
Hath turn’d his balls to gun-stones; and his 
soul 

Shall stand sore-charged for the wasteful ven¬ 
geance 

That shall fly with them; for many a thousand 
widows 284 

Shall this his mock mock out of their dear hus¬ 
bands; 

Mock mothers from their sons, mock castles 
down; 

And some are yet ungotten and unborn 
That shall have cause to curse the Dauphin's 
scorn. 288 

But this lies all within the will of God, 

To whom I do appeal; and in whose name 
Tell you the Dauphin I am coming on, 

To venge me as I may and to put forth 292 

My rightful hand in a weli-hauow’d cause. 

So get you hence in peace; and tell the Dauphin 
His jest will savour but of shallow wit 
When thousands weep more than did laugh at 
it. 296 


Convey them with safe conduct Fare you welt 
[Exeunt Ambassadors. 
Exe. This was a merry message. 

K. Hen. We hope to make the sender blush 
at it. 

Therefore, my lords, omit no happy hour 300 
That may give furtherance to our expedition; 
For we have now no thought in us but France, 
Save those to God, that run before our business. 
Therefore let our proportions for these wars 
Be soon collected, and all things thought upon 
That may with reasonable swiftness add 306 
More feathers to our wings; for, God before. 
We'll chide this Dauphm at ms father's door. 
Therefore let every man now task his thought. 
That this fair action may on foot be brought 
L Exeunt. Flourish. 


ACT n 
Enter Chorus. 

Chor. Now all the youth of England are on 
fire. 

And silken dalliance in the wardrobe lies; 

Now thrive the armourers, and honour's thought 
Reigns solely in the breast of every man: 4 

They sell the pasture now to buy the horse. 
Following the mirror of all Christian kings, 

With winged heels, as English Mercuries. 

Fur now sits Expectation in the air 8 

And hides a sword from hilts unto the point 
With crowns imperial, crowns and coronets. 
Promis'd to Harry and his followers. 

The French, advis’d by good intelligence 12 
Of this most dreadful preparation, 

Shake in their fear, and with pale policy 
Seek to divert the English purposes. 

O England! model to thy inward greatness, 16 
Like little body with a mighty heart. 

What mightst thou do, that honour would thee do, 
Were all thy children kind and natural! 

But see thy fault! France hath in thee found 
out ao 

A nest of hollow bosoms, which he fills 
With treacherous crowns; and three corrupted 
men. 

One, Richard Earl of Cambridge, and the second, 
Henry Lord Scroop of Masham, and the third. 
Sir Thomas Grey, knight, of Northumberland, 
Have, for the gilt of France, — Oguilt, indeed !— 
Confirm'd conspiracy with fearful France; 

And by their hands this grace of kings must 
die ,— 28 

If hell and treason hold their promises ,— 

Ere he take ship for France, and in Southampton, 
Linger your patience on; and well digest 
The abuse of distance while we force a play. S* 
The sum is paid: the traitors are agreed; 

The king is set from London; and the scene 
Is now transported, gentles, to Southampton: 
There is the playhouse now, there must you sit: 
And thence to France shall we convey you safe. 
And bring you back, charming the narrow seas 
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To give you gentle pass; for, if we may. 

Well not offend one stomach with our play. 40 
But, till the king come forth and not till then, 

Unto Southampton do we shift our scene. 

[Exit 
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Scene I. — London. Eastcheap. 

Enter nym and bakdolph. 

Bard. Well met. Corporal Nym. 

Nym. Good morrow, Lieutenant Bardolph. 
Bard. What, are Ancient Pistol and you 
friends yet? 4 

Nym. For my part, I care not: I say little; 
but when time shall serve, there shall be smiles; 
but that shall be as it may. 1 dare not fight; 
but I will wink and hold out mine iron. It is a 
simple one; but what though? it will toast 
cheese, and it will endure cold as another man’s 
sword will: and there’s an end. 11 

Bard. I will bestow a breakfast to make you 
friends, and we'll be all three swom brothers to 
France: let it be so, good Corporal Nym. 
Nym. Faith, I will live so long as I may, 


I do retort the solus in thy bowels; 

For I can take, and Pistol’s cock is up. 

And flashing fire will follow. s< 

Nym. I am not Barbason; you cannot con¬ 
jure me. 1 have an humour to knock you in- 
differentlywell. Ifyougrowfoulwithme,Pistol, 
I will scour you with my rapier, as I may, in 
fair terms: if you would walk off, I would pride 
your guts a little, in good terms, as I may; and 
that’s the humour of it. 

Pist. O braggart vile and damned furious 
wightl 64 

The grave doth gape, and doting death is near; 
Therefore exhale. 

Bard. Hear me, hear me what I say: he that 
strikes the first stroke, I’ll run him up to the 
hilts, as I am a soldier. [Draws. 

Pat. An oath of mickle might, and fury shall 
abate. 

Give me thy fist, thy fore-foot to me give; 

Thy spirits are most talL 71 

Nym. I will cut thy throat, one time or other, 
in fair terms; that is the humour of it. 

Pist. Coupe le gorge 1 


that’s the certain of it; and when X cannot live That is the word. I thee defy again. 


any longer, I will do as 1 may: that is my rest, 
that is the rendezvous of it. 18 

Bard. It is certain, corporal, that he is 
married to Nell Quickly; and, certainly she did 
you wrong, for you were troth-plight to her. xi 
Nym. I cannot tell; things must be as they 


O hound of Crete, think’st thou my spouse to 
get? 

No; to the spital go. 

And from the powdering-tub of infamy 
Fetch forth the lnzar kite of Cressid’s kind, So 
DoU Tearsheet she by name, and her espouse: 


may: men may sleep, and they may have their I have, and I will hold, the Quondam Quickly 

iLua nt nnmn nn,, Pn* the nnlir oka ■ nn/1 ihara's.anmiD 


throats about them at that time; and, some say, 
knives have edges. It must be as it may: though 
patience be a tired mare, yet she will plod. 
There must be conclusions. Well, I cannot tell. 

Enter pistol and Hostess. 

Bard. Here comes Ancient Pistol and his 
wife. Good corporal, be patient here. How 
now, mine host Pistol! 

Pist. Base like, call’st thou me host? 

Now, hy this hand, I swear, I scorn the term; 33 
Nor shall my Nell keep lodgers. 

Host. No, by my troth, not long; for we can¬ 
not lodge and board a dozen or fourteen gentle¬ 
women that live honestly by the prick of their 
needles, but it will be thought we keep a bawdy- 
house straight, [nym and PISTOL draw.] O well- 
a-day, Lady! if he be not drawn now: we shall 
see wilful adultery and murder committed. 40 

Bard. Good lieutenant! good corporal! offer 
nothing here. 

Nym. Pish! 

Pist. Pish for thee, Iceland dogl thou prick- 
eared cur of Iceland 1 44 

Host. Good Corporal Nym, show thy valour 
and put up your sword. 

Nym. Will you shog off? I would have you 
solus. [Sheathing his sword. 

Pist. Solus, egregious dog? O viper viiel 
The solus in thy most mervailous face; 

The solus in thy teeth, and in thy throat, 

And in thy hateful lungs, yea, in thy maw, 

Asj^sJlah is worse,within fi-ynesty mouth! 


For the only she; and- 
Goto. 


-pauca, them's enough. 


Enter the Boy. 

Boy. Mine host Pistol, you must come to my 
master, and your hostess: he is very sick, and 
would to bed. Good Bardolph, put thy face be¬ 
tween his sheets and do the office of a warming- 
pan. Faith, he’s very ill. »» 

Bard. Away, you rogue! 

Host. By my troth, he’ll yield the crow a 
pudding one or these days. T he king has killed 
hisheart. Goodhusband,come home presently. 

[Exeunt Hostess and Boy. 

Bard. Come, shall I make you two friends? 
We must to France together. Why the devil 
should we keep knives to cut one another’s 
throats? »7 

Pist. Letfloodso’erswell.andfiendsforfood 
howl on! 

Nym. You’ll pay me the eight shillings I won 
of you at betting? 

Pist. Base is the slave that pays. 101 

Nym. That now I will have; that’s the 
humour of it. 

Pist. As manhood Shall compound: push 
home. [They draw. 

Bard. By this sword, he that makes the first 
thrust, Til kill him; by this sword, I will. 

Pist. Sword is an oath, and oaths must have 
their course. >07 

Bard. CorpmalNym,anthouwiltbefriends, 
be friends: an thou wilt not, why then, be ene¬ 
mies with me too. Prithee, put up. 
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Nym. I shall have my eight shillings I won 
of you at betting ? 112 

fist. A noble shalt thou have, and present 

AnJ liquor likewise will I give to thee. 

And friendship shall combine, and brother¬ 
hood: 

I’ll live by Nym, and Nym shall live by me. 

Is not this just? for I shall sutler be 117 

Unto the camp, and profits will accrue. 

Give me thy hand. 

Nym. I shall have my noble? 120 

Pist. In cash most justly paid. [Paying him. 
Nym. Well then, that’s the humour of it. 

Re-enter Hostess. 

Host. As ever you came of women, come in 
quickly to Sir John. Ah, poor heart ! he is so 
shaked of a burning quotidian tertian, that it is 
most lamentable to behold. Sweet men, come to 
him. 

Nym. The king hath run bad humours on 
the knight; that’s the even of it. 129 

Pist. Nym, thou hast spoke the right; 

His heart is fracted and corroborate. 

Nym. The king is a good king: but it must 
be as it may; he passes some humours and 
careers. 134 

Pist. Let us condole the knight; for, lamb¬ 
kins, we will live. [Exeunt. 


SCENE n.— Southampton. A Council-chamber. 
Enter exeter, Bedford, and Westmoreland. 
Bed. 'Fore God, his Grace is bold to trust 
these traitors. 

Exe. They shall be apprehended by and by. 
West. How smooth and even they do bear 
themselves! 

As if allegiance in their bosoms sat, 4 

Crowned with faith and constant loyalty. 

Bed. The king hath note of all that they in¬ 
tend. 

By interception which they dream not of. 

Exe. Nay.butthemanthatwashisbedfellow, 
Whom he hath dull’d and cloy’d with gracious 
favours, 9 

That he should, for a foreign purse, so sell 
His sovereign's life to death and treachery! 

Trumpets sound. Enter KINO HENRY, SCROOP, 
Cambridge, grey. Lords, and Attendants. 

K. Hen. Now sits the wind fair, and we will 
aboard. 12 

My Lord of Cambridge, and mv kind Lord of 
Masham, 

And you, my gentle knight, give me your 
thoughts; 

Think you not that the powers we bear with us 
Will cut their passage through the force of 
France, 16 

Doing the execution and the act 
For which we have in head assembled them? 

1 Scroop. No doubt, my liege, if each man do 
hjs best 


[act n 

K. Hen. I doubt not that; since we are well 
persuaded 20 

We carry not a heart with us from hence 
That glows not in a fair consent with ours; 
Nor leave not one behind that doth not wish 
Success and conquest to attend on us. 24 
Cam. Never was monarch better fear’d and 
lov’d 

Than is your majesty; there's not I think, a 
subject 

That sits in he 5 rt-grief and uneasiness 
Under the sweet shade of your government. 28 
Grey. True: those that were your father’s 
enemies 

Have steep'd their galls in honey, and do serve 
you 

With hearts create of duty and of zeal. 

K. Hen. We therefore have great cause of 
thankfulness, 32 

And shall forget the office of our hand. 

Sooner than quittance of desert and merit 
According to the weight and worthiness. 
Scroop. So service shall with steeled sinews 
toil, 36 

And labour shall refresh itself with hope. 

To do your Grace incessant services. 

K. lien. We judge no less. Uncle of Exeter, 
Enlarge the man committed yesterday 4° 
That rail’d against our person: we consider 
It was excess of wine that set him on; 

And on his more advice we pardon him. 

Scroop. That's mercy, but too much security; 
Let him be punish’d, sovereign, lest example 
Breed, by his sufferance, more of such a kind. 
K. Hen. O! let us yet be merciful. 

Cam. So may your highness, and yet punish 
too. 48 

Grey. Sir, 

You show great mercy, if you give him life 
Alter the taste of much correction. 

K. Hen. Alas! your too much love and care 
of me 52 

Are heavy orisons ’gainst this poor wretch. 

If little faults, proceeding on distemper, 

Shall not be wink’d at, how shall we stretch 
our eye 

When capital crimes, chew’d, swallow’d, and 
digested, ;* 

Appear before us? We'll yet enlarge that man, 
Though Cambridge, Scroop, and Grey, in their 
dear care, 

And tender preservation of our person. 

Would have him punish’d. And now to our 
French causes: 60 

Who are the late commissioners? 

Cam. I one, my lord: 

Your highness bade me ask for it to-day. 
Scroop. So did you me, my liege. 64 

Grey. And I, my royal sovereign. 

K. Hen. Then, Richard, Earl of Cambridge, 
there is yours; 

There yours. Lord Scroop of Masham; and, sir 
knight, frj 

Grey ofNorthumberland, this same is yours: 
Read them; and know, I know your worthiness. 
My Lord of Westmoreland, and unde Exeter, 
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We will aboard to-night Why, how now, 
gentlemen! 

What see you in those papers that you lose 73 
So much complexion? Look ye, how they 
change! 

Their cheeks are paper. Why, what read you 
there. 

That hath so cowarded and chas’d your blood 
Out of appearance? 

Cam. I do confess my fault, 76 

And do submit me to your highness' mercy. 

Scroop. I To wWch we aU appeal - 
K. Hen. The mercy that was quick in us but 
late 79 

By your own counsel is suppress’d and kill’d: 
You must not dare, for shame, to talk of mercy; 
For your own reasons turn into your bosoms. 
As dogs upon their masters, worrying you. 

See you, my princes and my noble peers, 84 
These Englishmens ters! My Lord of Cambridge 
here, 

You know how apt our love was to accord 
To furnish him with all appertinents 
Belonging to his honour; and this man 88 
Hath, for a few light crowns, lightly conspir’d, 
And sworn unto the practices of France, 

To kill us here in Hampton: to the which 
This knight, no less for bounty bound to us 92 
Than Cambri dge is, hath likewise sworn. ButO! 
What shall 1 say to thee, Lord Scroop? thou 


cruel, 

Ingrateful, savage and inhuman creature 1 Although 

Thou that didst bear the key of all my counsels, Thesoont 

That knew'st the very bottom of my soul, 97 But God be thanked for prevention . 
That almost mightst have coin’d me into gold Which I in sufferance heartily will rejoice, 
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The sweetness of affiance. Show men dutiful? 
Why, so didst thou: seem they grave and 
learned? 128 

'Why, so didst thou: come they of noble family ? 
Why, so didst thou: seem they religious? 
Why, so didst thou: or are they spare in diet. 
Free from gross passion or of mirth or anger, 132 
Constant in spirit, not swerving with thehlood. 
Garnish’d and deck'd in modest complement. 
Not working with the eye without the ear. 
And but in purged judgment trusting neither? 
Such and so finely bolted didst thou seem: 137 
And thus thy fall hath left a kind of blot. 

To mark the full-fraught man and best indu’d 
With some suspicion. I will weep for thee; 140 
For this revolt of thine, methinks, is like 
Another fail of man. Their faults are open: 
Arrest them to the answer of the law; 

And God acquit them of their practices! 144 
Exe. I arrest thee of high treason, by the 
name of Richard Earl of Cambridge. 

1 arrest thee of high treason, by the name of 
Henry Lord Scroop of Masham. 148 

I arrest thee of high treason, by the name of 
Thomas Grey, knight, of Northumberland. 
Scroop. Our purposes God justly hath dis¬ 
cover’d. 

And 1 repent my fault more than mr death; 152 
■Which I beseech your highness to forgive. 
Although my body pay the price of it. 

Cam. For me, the gold of France did not 
seduce, 

' tough I did admit it as a motive 136 
sooner to effect what I intended: 


Wouldst thou have practis'd on me for thy use! 
May it be possible that foreign hire too 

Could out of thee extract one spark of evil 
That might annoy my finger? ’ns so strange 
That, though the truth of it stands off as gross 
As black from white, my eye will scarcely see it. 
Treason and murder ever kept together, 105 
As two yoke-devils sworn to cither's purpose. 
Working so grossly in a natural cause 
That admiration did not whoop at them: 108 
But thou, 'gainst all proportion, didst bring in 
Wonder to wait on treason and on murder: 
And whatsoever cunning fiend it was 
That wrought upon thee so preposterously 112 
Hath got the voice in bell for excellence: 

And other devils that suggest by treasons 
Do botch and bungle up damnation 
With patches, colours, and with forms, being 
fetch’d ri« 

From glistering semblances of piety; 

But he that temper’d thee bade thee stand up, 
Gave thee no instance why thou shouldst do 
treason, 

Unless to dub thee with the name of traitor. 


Beseeching God and you to pardon me. 160 

Grey. Never did faithful subject more rejoice 
At the discovery of most dangerous treason 
Than I do at this hour joy o'er myself. 
Prevented from a damned enterprise. 164 

My fault, but not my body, pardon, sovereign. 
K. Hen. God quit you m his mercy! Hear 
your sentence. 

You have conspir’d against our royal person. 
Join’d with an enemy proclaim'd, and from his 
coffers 168 

Receiv’d the golden earnest of our death; 
Wherein you would have sold your king to 
slaughter. 

His princes and his peers to servitude, 

His subjects to oppression and contempt, 172 
And his whole kingdom into desolation. 
Touching our person seek we no revenge: 

But we our kingdom’s safety must so tender. 
Whose ruin you have sought, that to her laws 
We do deliver you. Get you therefore hence. 
Poor miserable wretches, to your death; 

The taste whereof, God of his mens' give you 
Patience to endure, and true repentance 180 


units* to auu cnee witn me name 01 uaiLui. mucuvc «uuuis,«uu uue 

If that «At~i demon that hath gull’d thee thus Of all your dear offences! Bear them hence. 
Should with his lion gait walk the whole world, [Exeunt Cambridge, scroop, and 

He might return to vasty Tartar back, grey, guarded. 

And tell the legions, ’ I can never win 124 Now, lords, for France the enteiprise whereof 
A soul so easyax that Englishman’s.’ Shall be to you, as us, like glorious. 

Ol bow hast thou with jealousy infected We doubt not of a fair and lucky war, 114 
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Since God so graciously hath brought to light 
This dangerous treason lurking in our way 
To hinder our beginnings. We doubt not now 
But every rub is smoothed on our way. x 88 
Then forth, dear countrymen: let us deliver 
Our puissance into the hand of God, 

Putting it straight in expedition. 

Cheerly to seal the signs of war advance: 193 
No king of England, if not king of France. 

lExeunt. 

Scene HI.— London. Before a Tavern In 
Eastcheap. 

Enter pistol. Hostess, nym, bakdolph, 
and Boy. 

Host. Prithee, honey-sweet husband, let me 
bring thee to Staines. 

Put. No; for my manly heart doth yearn. 
Bardolph, be blithe; Nym, rouse thy vaunting 
veins; 4 

Boyj bristle thy courage up; for Falstaff he is 

And we must yearn therefore. 

Bard. Would I were with him, wheresome'er 
he is, either in heaven or in hell 1 8 

Host. Nay, sure, he'snot in hell: he’s in Ar¬ 
thur’s bosom, if ever man went to Arthur’s bo¬ 
som. A’ made a finer end and went away an it 
had been any christom child; a’ parted even just 
between twelve and one, even at the turning o’ 
the tide: for after I saw him fumble with the 
sheets and play with flowers and smile upon his 
fingers’ ends, I knew there was but one way; for 
his nose was as sharp as a pen, and a’ babbled of 
green fields. ‘How now, Sir John!’ quoth I: 
what man! be of good cheer.’ So a* cried out 
"God, God, God!’three or four times: now I, 
to comfort him, bid him a’ should not think of 
God, I hoped there was no need to trouble him¬ 
self with any such thoughts yet So a’ bade me 
lay more clothes on his feet: I put my hand 
into the bed and felt them, and they were as 
cold as any stone; then I felt to his knees, and 
so upward, and upward, and all was as cold as 
any stone. 38 

Nym. They say he cried out of sack. 

Host. Ay, that a’ did. 

Bard. And of women. 

Host. Nay, that a’ did not. 33 

Boy. Yes, that a’ did; and said they were 
devils incarnate. 

Host. A’ could never abide carnation; ’twas 
a colour he never liked. 36 

Boy. A’ said once, the devil would have him 
about women. 

Host. A’ did in some sort, indeed, handle 
women; but then he was rheumatic, and talked 
of the whore of Babylon. 41 

Boy. Do you not remember a’ saw a flea 
suck upon Bardolph’s nose, and a' said it was 
a black soul burning in hell-fire? 44 

Bard. Well, the fuel is gone that maintained 
that file: that’s all the riches I got in his ser¬ 
vice. 


Nym. Shall we shog? the king will be gone 
from Southampton. 49 

Fist. Come, let’s away. My love, give me 
thy lips. 

Look to my chattels and my moveables: 

Let senses rule, the word is,‘Pitch and pay;’ ;s 
Trust none; 

For oaths are straws, men’s faiths are wafer- 
cakes, 

And hold-fast is the only dog, my duck: 
Therefore, caveto be thy counsellor. 56 

Go, clear thy crystals. Yoke-fellows In arms, 
Let us to France; like horse-leeches, my boys. 
To suck, to suck, the very blood to suck! 

Boy. And that’s but unwholesome food, 
they say. 61 

fist. Touch her soft mouth, and march. 
Bard. Farewell, hostess. {Kissing her, 
Nym. I cannot kiss, that is the humour of 
it; but, adieu. 6s 

Pist. Let housewifery appear: keep close, I 
thee command. 

Host. Farewell; adieu. {Exeunt. 


Scene IV.— France. An Apartment in the 
french UNO’s Palace. 

Flourish. Enter the FRENCH king, attended; the 
DAUPHIN, the DUKES OF BERM and BBTTAINB, 
the CONSTABLE, and Others. 

Fr. King. Thus come the English with full 
power upon us; 

And more than carefully it us concerns 
To answer royally in our defences. 

Therefore the Dukes of Berri and Britaine, 4 
Of Brabant and of Orleans, shall make 
forth. 

And you, Prince Dauphin, with all swift dis¬ 
patch, 

To line and new repair our towns of war 
With men of courage and widsmeans defend¬ 
ant: 8 

For England his approaches makes as fierce 
As waters to the sucking of a gulf. 

It fits us that to be as provident 
As fear may teach us, out of late examples is 
Left by the fatal and neglected English 
Upon our fields. 

Dau. My most redoubted father. 

It is most meet we arm us ’gainst the foe; 

For peace itself should not so dull a kingdom,— 
Though war nor no known quarrel were in 
question,— 17 

But that defences, musters, preparations. 
Should be maintain’d, assembled, and collected. 
As were a war in expectation. so 

Therefore I say ’tis meet we all go forth 
To view the sick and feeble parts of France: 
And let us do it with no show of fear; 

No, with no more than if we heard that England 
Were busied with a Whitsun morris-dance: sj 
For, my good liege, she is so idly king’d. 

Her sceptre so fantastically borne 

By a vam, giddy, shallow, humorous youth, as 

That fear attends her not 
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Con. O peace. Prince Dauphin! 

You are too much mistaken in this king. 
Question your Grace the late ambassadors, 
With what great state he heard their embassy, 
How well supplied with noble counsellors, 33 
How modest in exception, and, withal 
How terrible in constant resolution. 

And you shall find his vanities forespent 36 
Were but the outside of the Roman Brutus, 
Covering discretion with a coat of folly; 

As gardeners do with ordure hide those roots 
That shall first spring and be most delicate. 40 
Dau. Well, ’us not so, my lord high con¬ 
stable; 

But though we think it so, it is no matter: 

In cases of defence ’tis best to weigh 

The enemy more mighty than he seems: 44 

So the proportions of defence are fill’d; 

Which of a weak and niggardly projection 
Doth like a miser spoil his coat with scanting 
A little cloth. 

Fr. King. Think we King Harry strong: 48 
And, princes, look you strongly arm to meet 
him. 

The kindred of him hath been flesh’d upon us. 
And he is bred out of that bloody strain 
That haunted us in our familiar paths: 32 

Witness our too much memorable shame 
When Creasy battle fatally was struck 
And all our princes captiv’d by the hand 
Of that black name, Edward Black Prince of 
Wales; 56 

Whiles that his mounting sire, on mountain 
standing, 

Up in the air, crown’d with the golden sun. 
Saw his heroical seed, and smil'd to see him 
Mangle the work of nature, and deface So 
The patterns that by God and by French fathers 
Had twenty years been made. This is a stem 
Of that victorious stock; and let us fear 
The native mightiness and fate of him. <4 

Enter a Messenger. 

Men. Ambassadors from Harry King of 
England 

Do crave admittance to your majesty. 

Fr. King. We’ll give them present audience. 
Go, and bring them. 

f Exeunt Messenger and certain Lords. 
You see this chase is hotly follow’d, friends. 
Dau. Turn head, and stop pursuit; for 

coward dogs 6 9 

Most spend their mouths when what they seem 
to threaten 

Runs far before them. Good my sovereign, 
Take up the English short, and let them know 
Of what a monarchy you are the head: 73 

Self-love, my liege, is not so vile a sin 
As self-neglecting. 

Re-enter Lords, with exeter and Train. 

Fr. King. From our brother England? 
•Ext. From him; and thus he greets your 
majesty. 7 ® 

He wills you, in the name of God Almighty, 
That you divest yourself, and lay apart 


The borrow’d glories that by gift of heaven. 

By law of nature and of nations ’long to 
To him and to his heirs; namely, the crown 
And all wide-stretched honours that pertain 
By custom and the ordinance of times 
Unto the crown of France. That you may know 
’Tis no sinister nor no awkward claim, sj 
Pick'd from the worm-holes of long-vanish’d 
days. 

Nor from the dust of old oblivion rak’d, 

He sends you this most memorable line, S8 
I Gives a pedigree. 

In every branch truly demonstrative; 

Willing you overlook this pedigree; 

And when you find him evenly deriv’d 
From his most fam’d of famous ancestors, »i 
Edward the Third, he bids you then resign 
Your crown and kingdom, indirectly held 
From him the native and true challenger. 

Fr. King. Or else what follows? 96 

Exe. Bloody constraint; for if you hide the 
crown 

Even in your hearts, there will he rake for it: 
Therefore in fierce tempest is he coining, 

In thunder and in earthquake like a Jove, too 
That, if requiring fail, he will compel; 

And bids you, in the bowels of the Lord, 
Deliver up the crown, and to take mercy 
On the poor soub for whom this hungry war 104 
Opens his vasty jaws; and on your head 
Turning the widows’ tears, the orphans’ cries. 
The dead men’s blood, the pining maidens’ 
groans, 

For husbands, fathers, and betrothed lovers, 108 
That shall be swallow’d in this controversy. 
This is his claim, his threat’ning, and my mes¬ 
sage; 

Unless the Dauphin be in presence here. 

To whom expressly 1 bring greeting too. 112 
Fr. King. For us, we will consider of this 
further: 

To-morrow shall you bear our full intent 
Back to our brother England. 

Dau. For the Dauphin, 

I stand here for him: what to him from Eng¬ 
land? , 1,6 

Exe. Scorn and defiance, slight regard, con¬ 
tempt. 

And anything that may not misbecome 
The mighty sender, doth he prize you at. 

Thus says mv king: an if your father s high¬ 
ness 110 

Do not, in grant of ail demands at large. 
Sweeten the bitter mock you sent his majesty. 
He’ll call you to so hot an answer of it, 

That caves and womby vaultages of France 124 
Shall chide your trespass and return your mock. 
In second accent of his ordinance. 

Dau. Say, if my father render fair return, 

It is against my will; for I desire 128 

Nothing.but odds with England: to that end. 
As matching to his youth and vanity, 

I did present him with the Paris balls. 

Exe. He'll make your Pari* Louvre shake 
for It, „ t» 

Were it the mistress-court of mighty Europe: 
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And, be assur’d, you’ll find a difference— 

A* we his subjects have in wonder found— 
Between the promise of Iris greener days 136 
And these he masters now. Now he weighs time 
Even to the utmost grain; that you shall read 
In your own losses, if he stay in Jr ranee. 

Fr. King. To-morrow shall you know our 
mind at full. rao 

Exe. Dispatch us with all speed, lest that our 
king 

Come here himself to question our delay; 

For he is footed in this land already. 

Fr. King. Y ou shall be soon dispatch’d with 
fair conditions: 144 

A night is but small breath and little pause 
To answer matters of this consequence. 

IFloui un. Exeunt. 


ACT ra 
Enter Chorus. 

Chor. Thus with imagin’d wing our swift scene 
flies 

In motion of no less celerity 
Than that of thought. Suppose that you hare 
seen 

The well-appointed king at Hampton pier 4 
Embark his royalty; and his brave fleet 
With silken streamers the young Fhatbus fan¬ 
ning: 

Play with your fancies , and in them behold 
Upon the hempen tackle ship-boys climbing ; 8 
Hear the shrill whistle which doth order give 
To sounds confus’d; behold the threaden sails. 
Borne with the invisible and creeping wind. 
Draw the huge bottoms through the furrow’d 
sea, 12 

Breasting the lofty surge. OI do but think 
You stand upon the rivage and behold 
A city on the inconstant billows dancing; 

For so appears this fleet maiestical, 16 

Holding due course to Harfleur. Follow, followl 
Grapple your minds to sternage of this navy. 
And leave your England, as dead midnight still, 
Guarded with granasires, babies, and old women. 
Eitherpast or not arriv’d to pith and puissance: 
For who is he, whose chin is but enrich'd 
With one appearing hair, that will not follow 
Those cull’d and choice-drawn cavaliers to 
France? 14 

Work, work your thoughts, and therein see a 

Behold tite ordenance on their carriages, 

With fataI mouths gaping on girded Harfleur. 
Suppose the ambassador from the French comes 
back; 28 

Tells Harry that the king doth offer him 
Katharine his daughter; and with her, to dowry. 
Some petty and unprofitable dukedoms: 

The offer likes not: and the nimble gunner 32 
With unstock now the devilish carman touches, 
[Alarum; and chambers go on. 
And down goes all before them. Still be kind. 
And eke out our performance with your mind. 

[Exit. 


[ACT m 

Scene L— France. Before Harfleur. 

Alarums. Enter kino henry, exeter, Bedford, 
Gloucester, and Soldiers, with scaling 
ladders. 

K. Hen. Once more unto the breach, dear 
friends, once more; 

Or close the wall up with our English dead! 

In peace there’s nothing so becomes a man 
As modest stillness and humility: 4 

But when the blast of war blows in our ears. 
Then imitate the action of the tiger; 

Stiffen the sinews, summon up the blood. 
Disguise fair nature with hard-favour’d rage; 
Then lend the eye a terrible aspect: 

Let it pry through the portage of the head 
Like the brass cannon; let the browo'erwhelmit 
As fearfully as doth a galled rock 12 

O’erhang and jutty his confounded base. 
Swill’d with the wild and wasteful ocean. 
Now set the teeth and stretch the nostril wide. 
Hold hard the breath, and bend up every spirit 
To his full height! On, on, you noblest English! 
Whose blood is fet from fathers of war-proof; 
Fathers that, like so many Alexanders, 

Have in these parts from morn til! even fought. 
And sheath’d their swords for lack of argu¬ 
ment. 21 

Dishonour not your mothers; now attest 
I hat those whom you call’d fathers did beget 
you. 

Be copy now to men of grosser blood, 24 

And teach them how to war. And you, good 
yeomen. 

Whose limbs were made in England, show us 
here 

The mettle of your pasture; let us swear 
That you are worth your breeding; which I 

doubt not; 28 

For there is none of you so mean and base 
That hath not noble lustre in your eyes. 

I see you stand like greyhounds in the slips, 
Straining upon the start The fame’s afoot: 
Follow your spirit: and, upon this charge 
Cry’ GodforHarry! F.nglax.dand Saint George!' 
[Exeunt. Alarum, and chambers go off. 


Scene TI. —The Same. 

Enter ntym, bardolph, pistol, and Boy. 

Bard. On, on, on, on, on! to the breach, to 
the breach I 

Nym. Pray thee, corporal, stay: the knocks 
are too hot; and for mine own part, I have not 
a case of lives: the humour of it is too hot, that 
is the very plain-song of it. 

Fist. Hie plain-song is most Just, for hu¬ 
mours do abound: 8 

Knocks go and come: God's vassals drop and die; 
And sword and shield 
In bloody field 

Doth win immortal fame. l* 

Boy. Would I were in an alehouse in London! 
I would give all my fame for a pot of ale, and 
safety. 



EMI] 

Pist. And I: 

VdWhi ooMinnO with me. 


Boy. 


Mr purpoee afaoukl not bit with me. 
But thitber would I hie. 

A* duly. 

But not as truly. 

At Mid doth stag on booth. 
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16 order of the siege it given, it altogether directed 
by an Irithman, a very valiant gentleman, i’ 
faith. 

Flu. It la Captain Macm o rri s , it it not? r« 
to Gow. I think it be. 

Flu. By Cheahu, he is an ass, at in the world: 
I will verify as much in his peard: be has no 
more directions in the true disciplines of the 
wars, look you, of the Roman disciplines, than 
is a puppy-dog. 8 a 

Enter MACMOUUS and JAMY, at a distance. 
Gow. Here a’ comes; and tne Scots captain. 
Captain Jamy, with him. 

Flu. Captain Jamy it a marvellous falorous 
gentleman, that Is certain; and of great expedi¬ 
tion and knowledge in th‘ aunchient wars, upon 

_ my particular knowledge of his directions: by 

Nym. These be good humours I your honour Cheshu, he will main t ain hit argument as well 


Enter tumim. 

Flu. Up to the breach, you dogs! avaunt, you 
coitions t IPriving them forward. 

Fist. Be merdfid, great duke, to men of 
mould! at 

Abate thy rage, abate thy manly rage! 

Abate thy rage, mat dulcet 
Good bawcock, bate thy rage; use lenity, tweet 
chuck! 


wins bad humours. 29 

[Exeunt nym, pistol, and babdolph, 
followed by fluellen. 

Boy. As young as I am, I have observed these 
three swashers. lam boy to them all three, but 
all they three, though they would serve me, could 
not be-man to me; for, indeed three such 
antiques do not amoun t to a man. ForBardolph, 
he is white-livered and red-faced; by the means 
whereof, a* faces it out, but fights not. For 
Pistol, be hath a killing tongue and a quiet 
sword; by the means whereof a‘ breaks words, 
and keeps whole weapons. For Nym, he hath 
heard that men of few words are the best men: 
and therefore he scorns to say his prayers, lest a 


as any military man in the world, in the disci¬ 
plines of the pristine wars of the Romans. 91 
Jamy. I say gud day, Captain Fluellen. 

Flu. God-den to your worship, good Captain 
James. 

Gow. How now. Captain Macmorris! have 

y Mac. By Chrish, la! dshJll done: the work 
ish give over, the trumpet sound the retreat. By 
my hand, I swear, and my father’s souL the 
work ish ill done; it ish give over: I would have 
blowed up the town, so Chrish save me, la tin an 
hour: Of tish ill done, tish ill done; by my 
hand, tish ill done! 103 

Flu. Captain Macmorris, I beseech you now. 


■UU unuuiv ue BLUiuo IV aaj nu piajuu. ivos u • s 

shouldbethoughtacoward :buthisfewbadwords will you voutsafe me, look you, a few disputa- 
are matched with as few good deeds; for a’ never dons with you, as partly touching or concern- 
broke any man’s head but his own, and that was 
against a post when he was drunk. They will 
steal any thing and call it purchase. Baraeva 
stole a lute-case, bore it twelve leagues, and sold 
it for three half-pence. Nym and Bardolph are 
sworn brothers in filching, and in Calais they 
stole a fire-shovel;—I knew by that piece of ser¬ 
vice the men would carry coals,—they would 
have me as familiar with men’s pockets as their 
gloves or their handkerchers: which makes 
much against my manhood if I should take 

from another’s pocket to put into mine; for it is 

plain pocketing up of wrongs. I must leave them 

and seek some better service: their villany goes 
against my weak stomach, and therefore I must 

cast it up. I E”t. 


Re-enter fluellen, go wee following. 
Gow. Captain Fluellen, you must 
sently to tne mines: the Duke of < 


1 must come pro- 
T Gloucester 

would speak with you. 

Flu. To the mines! tel! you the duke it is 


ing the disciplines of the war, the Roman wars, 
in the way of argument, look you, and friendly 
communication; partly to satisfy my opinion, 
and partly for the satisfaction, look you, of my 
mind, as touching the direction of the military 
discipline: that is the point. 112 

Jamy. It sail be vary gud, gud feith, gud cap¬ 
tains bath: [Aside.] and! sail quit you with gud 
leve. as I may pick occasion; that sail I, marry. 

Mac. It is no time to discourse, so Chrish 
save me: die day is hot, and the weather, and 
the wars, and the king, and the dukes: it is no 
time to discourse. The town is beseeched, and 
the trumpet us to the breach; and we talk, 
and be Chrish, do nothing:'tis shame for us all; 
so God sa’ me, ’tis shame to stand still; it is 
shame, by my hand; and there is throats to be 
cut, and works to be done; and there ish no¬ 
thing done, so Chrish sa’ me, la! nj 

Jamy. By the mess, ere theise eyes of mine 
take themselves to slumber, aile do gud service, 
or aile lig i' the grand for it; ay, or so to death; 


of the war; the concavities of.- 

for, look you, th’ adversary—you may discuss 
unto die duke, look you—is digt himself four 
yard* the countermines; by Chesnu, i 

tftlnif t R » wiu plow up all if there is not better 
directions. 

Gow. The Duks of Gkmcaster, to whom the 


rjs 
cyoo. 
ay of 


'tween you tway. 

Flu. Captain Macmorris, I think, look; 
under your correction, there is not many 1 
your nation— sgs 

Mae. Of my nation! What ish my nadoo? 
ish a villain, and a bastard, and a knave, and a 
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rascal? What ish my nation? Who talks of Your fathers taken by the silver beards, 36 
my nation? 139 And their most reverend heads dash'd to the 

Flu. Look you, if you take the matter other- walls; 
wise than is meant. Captain Macmorris, per- Your naked infants spitted upon pikes, 
adventure I shall think you do not use me with Whiles the mad mothers with their howls con- 
that affability as in discretion you ought to use fus’d 

me, look you; being as good a man as yourself. Do break the clouds, as did the wives of Jewry 
both in the disciplines of war:;, and in the deriva- At Herod’s bloody-hunting slaughtermen. 41 
tion of my birth, and in other particularities. 146 What say you ? will you yield, and this avoid ? 

Mac. I do not knew you so good a man as Or, guilty in defence, bo thus destroy’d? 
myself: so Chtish save me, I wiii cut off your Gov. Our expectation hath t'lis day an end. 
head. 149 TbeDauphm.whoinofsuccourwcentreated. 15 

Gow. Gentlemen both, you will mistake each Returns us that his powers are yet not ready 
other. To raise so great a siege. Therefore, great 

Jamy. A! that’s a foul fault. kin 1, 


M parley sounded. 
Gow. The town sounds a parley. 153 

Flu. Captain Macmonis, when there is more 
better opportunity to be required, look you, I 
will be so bold as to tell you l know the disci¬ 
plines of wars; and there is an end. [Fxeunr. 

Scene III. — T/w Same. Before the Gates of 
Harftcur. 

The Governor and some Ci’urens on the waits; 
the English forces below. Enter king henry 
and his Train. 

K. Hen. How yet resolves the governor of 
the town? 

This is the latest patle we will admit: 
Therefore to our best mercy give yourselves; 
Or like to men proud of destruction 4 
Defy us to our worst: for, as l am a soldier,— 
Aname thatin my thoughts, becomesme best,— 
If I begin the battery once again, 

I wiii not leave the half-achieved Harffeur 8 
Till in her ashes she lie buried. 

The gates of mercy shall be al! shut up, 

And the flesh’d soldier, rough and hard of heart. 
In liberty of bloody hand shall range 12 
With conscience wide as hell, mowing like grass 
Your fresh-fair virgins and your flowering in¬ 
fants. 

What is it then to me, if impious war, 

Array’d in flames like to the prince of fiends, 16 
Do, with his smirch’d complexion, all fell feats 
Enlink’d to waste a-d desolation? 

What is ’t to me, when you yourselves are cause. 
If your pure maidens fall into the hand 20 
Of hot and forcing violation? 

What rein can hold licentious wickedness 
When down the hill he holds his fierce career ? 
We may as bootless spend our vain command 
Upon the enraged soldiers in their spoil 2s 
As send precepts to the leviathan 
Tocomeashore. Therefore.youmenofHarfleur, 
Take pity of your town and of your people, 28 
Whiles yet my soldiers are in my command; 
Whiles yet the cool and temperate wind of grace 
O’erblows the filthy and contagious cloud3 
Of heady murder, spoil, and viilany. 3a 

If not, why, in a moment, look to see 
The blind and bloody soldier with foul hand 
Defile the locks of your shrill-shrieking daugh¬ 
ters; 


We yield our town and fives to thy soft mercy. 
Enter our gates; dispose «■' us and ours; .19 
For we no longer are defensible. 

F. Hen. Open your gates! Come, uncle 
Exeter, 

Go you and enter Harficur; there remain, 52 
And fortify 11 strongly ’gainst the French: 

Use mercy to them all. l or us, dear uncle. 
The winter coming on and sickness growing 
Upon our soldiers, we wiii retire to Calais. 56 
To-night in ilarfieur wiii we be your guest; 
To-morrow for the march are we addrest. 

[Flourish. KING HENRY and his Train 

enter the town. 

Scene IV.— Rouen. A Room in the Palace. 

Enter KATHARINE and AUCE. 

Kath. Alice, tu as estv an Anghtcrre, et tu 
paries bicn 1 c langat;c. 

Aii re. Un peu, mudame. 3 

Kath. Je te prie, rn'enscignez: il faut true 
j’anprenne a parler. Comment nppeilcz vous ia 
main en Anglois? 

Alice. La main? rile cst appellee, de hand. 
Kath. Dei land. I ties doigts? 8 

Alice. Let Foists 7 mu foy. je ouhlie les 
doigts; mats je me souviendrttv. Les doigts? 
je perse qu'ds sont appellcs de fingres; ouy, de 
fingres. 12 

Kath. La main, dc hand; les doigts, de 
fingres. Je pense qtte je suit le bon escolier. 
J’ni gagne deux mots d'Angtois vistement. 
Comment appellez vous les ongles? 16 

A lice. Les angles ? nous les appellons, de nails. 
Kallt. De nails. Escoutez; dices may, si je 
park bicn: de hands, de fingres, et de nails. 

Alice. Cest bien diet, madame; il est fort 
bon Anglois. 21 

Kath. Oites moy l’Anglois pour le bras. 

Alice. De arm, madame. 

Kath. Et le coude? 

Alice. De elbow. 

Kath. De eibow. Je m'en fais la repetition 
de tous les mots qua vous m’avez apprts dis a 
present. :8 

Alice. Il est trop difficile, madame, comme je 
pense. 

Kath. Excusezmoy , Alice;e.scoute wideband, 
de fingres. de mils, dc arms, dc bilbow. 32 
Alice. De elbow, madame. 
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Kath. O Seigneur Dieu! ie m’en oublie; de 
elbow. Comment appellez vous le col? 

Alice. De nick, madame. 36 

Kath. De nick. Et le menton? 

Alice. De chin. 

Kath. De sin. Le col, de nick: le menton, de 
sin. 40 

Alice. Ouy. Sauf vostre honneur, en viriti 
vous prononcez les mots aussi drotct que les 
natifs d'Angleterre. 

Kath. Je ne doute point d’apprendre par la 
grace de Dieu, et en peu de temps. 45 

Alice. N’avez vous dejit oublie ce que je vous 
ay enseignee? 

Kath. Non, je reciteray d vous promptement. 
De hand, de fingre, de mails, — 49 

Alice. De nails, madame. 

Kath. De nails, de arme, de ilbow. 

Alice. Sauf vostre honneur, d’elbow. 52 

Kath. Ainsi dis je: d’elbow, de nick, et de 
sin. Comment appellez vous le pied et la robe? 
Alice. De foot, madame; et de coun. 55 
Kath. De foot, et de coun? 0 Seigneur 
Dieu! ces sont mots de son mauvais, corruptible , 
gros, et impudique, et non pour les dames 
d'honneur d’user. Je ne voudrois prononcer 
ces mots devant les seigneurs de France, pour 
tout Ie monde. Foh ! Ie foot, et le coun. Ndant- 
moins je reciterai une autre fois ma lefon 
ensemble; de hand, de fingre, de nails, d’aim, 
d’elbow, de nick, de sin, de foot, de coun. 64 
Alice. Excellent, madame! 

Kath. C'est assez pour une fois: allons nous 
a diner. [Exeunt. 

Scene V .—The Same. Another Room in 
the Palace. 

Enter the FRENCH KINO, the dauphin, duke 
of bourbon, the constabie of France, and 
Others. 

Fr. King. Tis certain, he hath pass’d the 
river Somme. , , 

Con. And if he be not fought withal, my lord, 
Let us not live in France; let ns quit all, 

And give our vineyards to a barbarous people. 4 
Dau. 0 Dieu vivant! shall a few sprays of us, 
The emptying of our fathers’ luxury. 

Our scions, put in wild and savage stock. 

Spirt up so suddenly into the clouds, 8 

And overlook their grafters? 

Bour. Normans, but bastard Normans, Nor¬ 
man bastards! 

Mart de ma vie! if they march along 
Unfought withal, but I will sell my dukedom, 
To buy a slobbery and a dirty farm 13 

In that nook-shotten isle of Albion. 

Con. Dieu de battailes! where have they 
this mettle? , , „ 

Is not their climate foggy, raw, and dull, 16 
On whom, as in despite, the sun looks pale. 
Killing their fruit with frowns? Can sodden 

A drenchforsur-rein’djades, their barley-broth. 
Decoct their cold blood to such valiant heat ? 20 
And shall our quick blood, spirited with wine, 


Seem frosty? O! for honour of our land. 

Let us not hang like roping icicles 
Upon our houses’ thatch, whiles a more frosty 
people 24 

Sweat drops of gallant youth in our rich fields; 
Poor we may call them in their native lords. 

Dau. By faith and honour. 

Our madams mock at us, and plainly say 28 
Our mettle is bred out; and they will give 
Their bodies to the lust of English youth 
To new-store France with bastard warriors. 
Bour. They bid us to the English dancing- 
schools, 32 

And teach lavoltas high and swift corantos; 
Saying our grace is only in our heels. 

And that we are most lofty runaways. 

Fr. King. Where is Montjoy the herald? 
speed him hence: 36 

Let him greet England with our sharp defiance. 
Up, princes! and, with spirit of honour edg’d 
More sharper than your swords, hie to the field: 
Charles Delabreth, High Constable of France; 40 
You Dukes of Orleans, Bourbon, and Berri, 
Alcnfon, Brabant, Bar, and Burgundy; 

Jaques Chatillon, Rambures, Vaudemont, 
Beaumont, Grandprt, Roussi, aridFauconberg, 
Foix, Lestrale, Bouciqualt, and Charolois; 45 
High dukes, great princes, barons, lords, and 
knights, 

For your great seats now quit you of great 
shames. 

Bar Harry England, that sweeps through our 
land 

With pennons painted in the blood of Harfleur: 
Rush on his host, as doth the melted snow 
Upon the valleys, whose low vassal seat 
The Alps doth spit and void his rheum upon: 52 
Go down upon him, you have power enough. 
And in a captive chariot into Roan 
Bring him our prisoner. 

Con. This becomes the great. 

Sorry am I his numbers are so few, 56 

His soldiers sick and famish’d in their march. 
For I am sure when he shall see our army 
He'ii drop his heart into the sink of fear. 

And for achievement offer us his ransom. 60 
Fr. King. Therefore, lord constable, haste on 
Montjoy, 

And let him say to England that we send 
To know what willing ransom he will give. 
Prince Dauphin, you shall stay with us in Roan. 
Dau. Not so, 1 do beseech your majesty. 63 
Fr. King. Be patient, for you shall remain 
with us. 

Now forth, lord constable and princes all. 

And quickly bring us word of England’s fall. 68 

[Exeunt. 

Scene VI.— The English Camp in Picardy. 

Enter dower and fluellen. 

Gow. How now. Captain Fluellen! come you 
from tbe bridge? 

Flu. 1 assure you, there is very excellent 
services committed at the pridge. . 4 

Coir. Is the Duke of Exeter safe? 
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Flu. The Duke of Exeter ij as magnanimous 
u Agamemnon; and a man that I love and 
honour with my soul, and my heart, and my 
duty, and my life, and my living, and my utter¬ 
most power: he is not—God be praised and 
picssed!—any hurt in the world; but keeps the 
pridge most valiantly, with excellent discipline. 
There is an aunchient lieutenant there at the 
pridge, I think, in my very conscience, he is as 
valiant a man as Mark Antony; and he is a man 
of no estimation in the world; but 1 did see him 
do as gallant service. 17 

Gow. What do you call him? 

Flu. He is called Aunchient Pistol. 

Gow. 1 know him not, ao 

Enter PISTOL. 

Flu. Here is the man. 

Fist. Captain, I thee beseech to do me 
favours: 

The Duke of Exeter doth love thee well. 

Flu. Ay, I praise God; and I have merited 
some love at his hands. 25 

Fist. Bardoiph, a soldier firm and sound of 
heart. 

And of buxom valour, hath, by cruel fate 
And giddy Fortune's furious fickle wheel, 28 
That goddess blind. 

That stands upon tne rolling restless stone,— 
Flu. By your patience, Aunchient Pistol. For¬ 
tune is painted plind, with a muffler afore her 
eyes, to signify to you that Fortune is plind: and 
she a painted also with a wheel, to signify to 
you, which is the moral of it, that she is turning, 
and inconstant, and mutability, and variation: 
and her foot, look you, is fixed upon a spherical 
stone, which rolls, and rolls, and rolls: in good 
truth, the poet makes a most excellent descrip¬ 
tion of it: Fortune is an excellent moral. 40 

Fist. Fortune is Bardolph’s foe, and frowns 
on him; 

For he hath stol’n a pax, and hanged must a* be, 
A damned death 1 

Let gallows gape for dog, let man go free 44 
And let not hemp his wind-pipe suffocate. 

But Exeter hath given the doom of death 
For pax of little price. 

Therefore, go speak; the duke will hear thy 
voice; 48 

And let not Bardolph’s vital thread he cut 
With edge of penny cord and vile reproach: 
Speak, captain, for his life, and I will thee re¬ 
quite. 

Flu. Aunchient Pistol, I do parity under¬ 
stand your meaning. S 3 

Plst. Why then, rejoice therefore. 

Flu. Certainly, aunchient, it is not a thing to 
rejoice at; for, if, look you, he were my brother, 
I would desire the duke to use his good pleasure 
and put him to execution; for disdpliue ought 
to be used. 

Fist. Die and be damn’d; and figo for thy 
friendship 1 60 

Flu. It is well. 

Put. The fig of Spain! [Exit. 


Flu. Very good. 

Cow. Why, this is an arrant counterfeit 
rascal: I remember him now; a bawd, a cut- 
puise. 6 « 

Flu. I’ll assure yon a' uttered as prave 
words at the pridge as you shall see in a sum¬ 
mer’s day. But it is very well; what he has 
spoke to me, that is well, I warrant vou, when 
tune is serve. 71 

(row. Why, *tis a gull, a fool, a rogue, that 
now and then goes to the wars to grace himself 
at his return into London under the form of a 
soldier. And such fellows are perfect in the 
great commanders’ names, and they will learn 
you by rote where services were done; at such 
and such a sconce, at such a breach, at such a 
convoy; who came off bravely, who was shot, 
who disgraced, what terms the enemy stood on; 
and this they con perfectly in the phrase of war, 
which they trick up with new-tuued oaths: and 
what a beard of the general’s cut and a horrid 
suit of the camp will do among foaming bottles 
and ale-washea wits, is wonderful to be thought 
on. But you must learn to know such slanders 
of the age, or else you may be marvellously 
mistook. 88 

Flu. 1 tell you what. Captain Gower; I do 
perceive, be is not the man that he would gladly 
make show to the world be is: if 1 find a hole in 
his coat I will tell him my mind. [Drum heard.] 
Hark you, the king is coming; and I must 
speak with him from the pridge. 

Enter kino henry, Gloucester, and 
Soldiers. 

Flu. Goi pless your majesty! 

K. Hen. How now, Fluellen 1 cam’st thou 
from the bridge? 96 

flu. Ay, so please your majesty. The Duke 
of Exeter hath very gallantly maintained the 
pridge:theFrenchisgoneofT«iookyou,and there 
Is gallant and mostpTave passages. Marry, th’ 
atnversary was have possession of the pridge, 
but he is enforced to retire, and the Duke of 
Exeter is master of the pridge. I can tell your 
majesty the duke is a prave man. 104 

K. Hen. What men have you lost, Fluellen? 
Flu. Theperditionofth'athversaryhathbeen 
very great, reasonable great: marry, for my 
part, I think the duke hath lost never a man but 
one that is like to be executed for robbing a 
church; one Bardoiph, if your majesty know the 
man: his face is all bubukies, and whelks, and 
knobs, and flames o' fire; and his lips blows at 
his nose, and it is like a coal of fire, sometimes 
plue and sometimes red; but his nose is exe¬ 
cuted, and his fire’s out. 11 j 

K. Hen. We would have all such offenders so 
cut off: and we give express charge that in our 
marches through the country there be nothing 
compelled from the villages, nothing taken but 
paid for, none of the French upbraided 01 
abused in disdainful language; far when lenity 
and cruelty play for a kingdom, the gentler 
gamester is tne soonest winner. 
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Tucket. Enter monttot. Glo. I hope they will not came upon ui 

Mont. You know me by my haUt raa now. iso 

K. Hen. Well then I know thee: what shall I K. Hen. We are in God’s hand, brother, not 
know of thee? in theirs. 

Mont. My master’s mind. March to the bridge; it now draws toward 

K. Hen. Unfold it. 127 night: 

Mont, Thus says my king: Say thou to Harry Beyond die river we’ll encamp ourselves, 
ofEngland: Though we seemed dead, we did but And on to-morrow bid them march away. 184 
sleep: advantage Is a better soldier than rash- [Exeunt. 

ness. Tell him, we could have rebuked him at 
Harfleur, but that we thought not good to bruise 

an injury till it were full ripe: now we speak Scene VO.—The French Camp, near 
upon our cue, and our voice is imperial: England p ‘ 

shall repent his folly, see his weakness, aad ad- 

mire our sufferance. Bid him therefore consider Enter the constable of France, the lord ram- 
ofhis ransom; which must proportion the losses amiss, the duke or Orleans, the dauphin, 
we have borne, the subjects we have lost, the and Others. 

disgrace we have digested; which, in weight to Con. Tutl f have the best armour of the 
re-answer, his pettiness would bow under. For world. Would it were day I 
our losses, his exchequer is too poor; for the Orl. You have an excellent armour; but let 
effusion of our blood, the muster ofhis kingdom my horse have his due. 4 

too faint a number; and for our disgrace, his Con. It is the best horse of Europe, 
own person, kneeling at our feet, but a weak and Orl. Will it never be morning? 

worthlesssatisfaction. To thisadd defiance: and Dau. My Lord of Orleans, and my lord high 

tell him, for conclusion, he hath betrayed his constable, you talk of horse and armour— 8 
followers, whose condemnation is pronounced. Orl. You are as well provided of both as any 

So far my king and master, so much my office, prince in the world. 

K. Hen. what is thy name? I know thy Dau. What a long night is this! I will not 
quality. 149 change my horse with any that treads but on 

Mont. Montjoy. four pasterns, fa, ha I He bounds from the 

K. Hen. Thou dost thy office fairly. Turn earth as if his entrails were hairs: fa cheval 


I do not seek him now, 152 
ing to march on to Calais 


thee back, volant, the Pegasus, gut a les nartnes de feu t 

And tell thy king I do not seek him now, 152 When I bestride him, I soar, I am a hawk: he 
But could be willing to march on to Calais trots the air; the earth sings when he touches 
Without impeachment; for, to say the sooth,— it; the basest hom of his hoof is more musical 
Though ’tis no wisdom to confess so much than the pipe of Hermes. 

Unto an enemy of craft and vantage,— 156 Orl. He’s of the colour of the nutmeg, so 

My people are with sickness much enfeebled, Dau. And of the heat of the ginger. It is a 

My numbers lessen'd, and those few I have beast for Perseus: he is pure air and fire; and 

Almost no better than so many French: the dull elements of earth and water never 

Who, when they were in health, I tell thee, appear in him but only in patient stillness while 
herald, 160 his rider mounts him: he u indeed a horse; and 

I thought upon one pair of English legs all other jades you may call beasts. 

Did inarch three Frenchmen. Yet, forgive me, Con. Indeed, my lord, it is a most absolute 
God* anti excellent hone. >8 

That Ido brag thus! this your air of France Dau. It is the prince of palfreys: Mi neigh 

Hath blown that vice in me; I must repent 164 is like the bidding of a monarch and his counte- 
Go therefore, tell thy master here I am: nance enforces 1 - r-wjs 

My ransom is this frail and worthless trunk, Orl. No more, cousin. 32 

My army but a weak and sickly guard; Dau. Nay, the man hath no wit that cannot. 

Yet, God before, tell him we will come on, 168 from the rising oftbe lark to the lodging of the 
Thongt. B f«iv» WmMlf.nit such another neigh- lamb, vary deserved praise cm my palfreys it is 
hour a theme as fluent as the sea; turn the sands into 

Stand in our way. Then’s for thy labour, eloquent tongues, and my horse is argumentfor 
Montjoy. them all. Tu a subject for a sovereign to rea- 

Go, bid thy «»■«*«• well advise himself: son on, and for a sovereign's sovereign to ride 

- we will; if we be hinder’d, 172 on; and for the world—familiar to us, and 


Discolour: and so, Montjoy, fare you well. 
The sum of all our answer is but this: 

We would not seek a battle as we an; « 7 « 

Nor, as we are, we say we wSl not shun it: 
■So tell your master. _ . 

Mont. I shall deliver so. Thanks to your 


tii 1 and wonder at him. I once writ a son¬ 
net in his praise and began thus: 'Wonder of 
nature I’— 44 

Orl. I have beam a sonnet begin so to one’s 
mistress. 

Dan. Then did they imitate drat which X 
c o m posed to my courser; for my home is my 
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[ACT m, SCENE vn 


Orl. Your mistress bears well. 

Dau. Me well; which is the prescript praise 
and perfection of a good and particular mis¬ 
tress. 53 

Con. Mafoi, methought yesterday your mis¬ 
tress shrewdly shook your back. 

Dau. So perhaps did yours. 56 

Con. Mine was not bridled. 

Dau. O ! then belike she was old and gentle; 
and you rode, like a kern of Ireland, your french 
hose off and in yeur straight strossers. 60 
Con. Youhavegoodjudgmentinhorseman- 
ship. 

Dau. Be warned by me, then: they that ride 
so, and ride not warily, fall into foul bogs. I 
had rather have my horse to my mistress. 6s 
Con. I had as lief have my mistress a jade. 
Dau. I tell thee, constable, my mistress wears 
his own hair. 68 

Con. I could make as true a boast as that if I 
had a sow to my mistress. 

Dau. Le chien est retourne a son propre 
vomissement, et la trule lavie au bourbier: thou 
makest use of any thing. 73 

Con. Yet do I not use my horse for my mis¬ 
tress: or any such proverb so little kin to the 
purpose. 76 

Ram. My lord constable, the armour that I 
saw in your tent to-night, are those stars or 
suns upon it? 

Con. Stars, my lord. 80 

Dau. Some of them will fall to-morrow, 1 
hope. 

Con. And yet my sky shall not want. 

Dau. That may be, for you bear a many 
superfluously, and 'twere more honour some 
were away. 86 

Con. Even as your horse bears your praises; 
who would trot as well were some of your brags 
dismounted. 89 

Dau. Would I were able to load him with his 
desert! Will it never be day? I will trot to¬ 
morrow a mile, and my way shall be paved with 
English faces. 93 

Con. I will not say so for fear I should be 
faced out of my way. But I would it were 
morning, for 1 would fain be about the ears of 
the English. 97 

Ram. Who will go to hazard with me for 
twenty prisoners? 

Con. You must first go yourself to hazard, 
ere you have them, 101 

Dau. ’Tis midnight: I’ll go arm myself. 

[Exit. 

Orl. The Dauphin longs for morning. 

Ram. He longs to eat the English. 104 

Con. I think ho will eat all he kills. 

Orl. By the white hand of my lady, he’s a 
gallant prince. 

Con. Swear by her foot, that she may tread 
out the oath. 109 

Orl. He is simply the most active gentleman 
of France. 

Con. Doing is activity, and he will still be 
doing. 1:3 

OrL He never did harm, that I heard of. 


Con. Nor will do none to-morrow: he will 
keep that good name still. 116 

Orl. 1 know him to be valiant. 

Con. I was told that by one that knows him 
better than you. 

Orl. What’s he? 170 

Con. Marry, he told me so himself; and he 
said he cared not who knew it. 

Orl. He needs not; it is no hidden virtue 
in him. 224 

Con. By my faith, sir, but it is; never any 
body saw it but his lackey: ’tis a hooded valour; 
and when it appears, it will bate. 

Orl. ‘Ill will never said well.’ 128 

Con. I will cap that proverb with ‘There is 
flattery in friendship.’ 

Orl. And 1 will take up that with ‘Give the 
devil his due ’ 132 

Con. Well placed: there stands your friend 
for the devil: have at the very eye of that 
proverb, with ‘A pox of the devil.’ 

Orl. You are the better at proverbs, by how 
much ‘A fool’s bolt is soon shot.’ 137 

Con. You have shot over. 

Orl. ’Tis not the first time you were overshot 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My lord high constable, the English lie 
within fifteen hundred paces of your tents. 141 
Con. Who hath measured the ground? 
Mess. The Lord Grandpr 6 . 

Con. A valiant and most expert gentleman. 
Would it were day 1 Alas! poor Harry of Eng¬ 
land, he longs not for the dawning as we do. 

Oi l. What a wretched and peevish fellow is 
this King of England, to mope with his fat¬ 
brained followers so far out of his knowledge! 

Con. If the English had any apprehension 
they would run away. is« 

Orl. That they lack; for if their heads had 
any intellectual armour they could never wear 
such heavy head-pieces. 1 

Ram. That island of England breeds very 
valiant creatures: their mastiffs are of un- 
matchable courage. i $7 

Orl. Foolish curs! that run winking into the 
mouth of a Russian bear and have their heads 
crushed like rotten apples. You may as well say 
that’s a valiant flea that dare eat his breakfast 
on the lip of a lion. 162 

Con. Just, just; and the men do sympatliize 
with the mastiffs in robustious and rough com¬ 
ing on, leaving their wits with their wives: and 
then give them great meals of beef and iron 
and steel, they will eat like wolves and fight 
like devils. 168 

Orl. Ay, but these English are shrewdly out 
of beef. 

Con. Then shall we find to-morrow they have 
only stomachs to eat and none to fight Now is 
it time to arm; come, shall we about it? 173 
Orl. It is now two o’clock: but let me see, 
by ten 

We shall have each a hundred Englishmen. 

[Exeunt 
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ACT IV 
Enter Chorus. 

Now entertain conjecture of a time 
When creeping murmur anil the poring dark 
Fills the wide vessel of the universe. 

From camp to camp, through the foul womb of 
night, 4 

The hum of either army stilly sounds. 

That the fix'd sentinels almost receive 
The secret whispers of each other’s watch: 

Fire answers fire, and through their paly flames 8 
Each battle sees the other’s umber’d face : 

Steed threatens steed, in high and boastful neighs 
Piercing the night's dull ear; and from the tents 
The armourers, accomplishing the knights, 12 
With busy hammers closing rivets up. 

Give dreadful note of preparation. 

The country cocks do crow, the clocks do toll. 
And the third hour of drowsy morning name. iS 
Proud of their numbers, and secure in soul. 

The confident and over-lusty French 
Do the low-rated English play at dice; 

And chide the cripple tardy-gaited night ao 

Who, like a foul and ugly witch, doth limp 
So tediously a way. The poor condemned English, 
Like sacrifices, by their watchful fires 
Sit patiently, and inly ruminate 24 

The morning’s danger, and their gesture sad 
Investing lank-lean cheeks and war-worn coats 
Presenteth them unto the gazing moon 
So many horrid ghosts. O! now, who will be¬ 
hold 2S 

The royal captain of this ruin’d band 
Walking from watch to watch, from tent to tent. 
Let him cry ‘Praise and glory on his head!' 

For forth he goes and visits all his host, 32 
Bids them good morrow with a modest smile. 
And calls them brothers, friends, and country¬ 
men. 

Upon his royal face there is no note 
How dread an army hath enrounded him; 36 
Nor doth he dedicate one jot of colour 
Unto the weary and all-watched night: 

But freshly looks and overbears attaint 
With cheerful semblance and sweet majesty; 40 
That every wretch, pining and pale before. 
Beholding him, plucks comfort from his looks. 

A largess universal, like the sun 
His liberal eye doth give to every one, 44 
Thawing cold fear. Then mean and gentle all. 
Behold, as may unworthiness define, 

A little touch of Harry in the night. 

And so our scene must to the battle fly; 4 » 
Where,—O for pity,—we shall much disgrace, 
With four or five most vile and ragged foils. 
Bight ill dispos'd in brawl ridiculous, 

The name of Agincourt. Yet sit and see; _ 52 

Minding true things by what their mockeries be. 

[Exit. 

Scene I .—The English Camp at Agincourt. 
Eg ter KINO HENRY, BEDFORD, and GLOUCESTER. 

K. Hen. Gloucester, *tii true that we are In 
TlufgreateJ'tEeief.:, re should our courage be. 


Goodmorrow.brotherBedford. God Almighty! 
There is some soul of goodness in things evil, 4 
Would men observingiy distil it out: 

For our bud neighbour makes us early stirrers. 
Which is both healthful, and good husbandry: 
Besides, they are our outward consciences, 8 
And preachers to us all; admonishing 
That we should dress us fairly for our end. 

Thus may we gather honey from the weed, 
And make a moral of the devil himself. 12 

Enter ERPINOHAM. 

Good morrow, old Sir Thomas Erpingham: 

A good soft pillow for that good white head 
Were better than a churlish turf of France. 
Erp. Not so, my liege: this lodging likes me 
better, 16 

Since I may say, ‘Now lie I like a king.* 

K. Hen. ’Tis good for men to love their 
present pains 

Upon example; so the spirit is eas’d: 

And when the mind is Quicken’d, out of doubt. 
The organs, though defunct and dead before. 
Break up their drowsy grave, and newly move 
With caxted slough and fresh legerity. 

Lend me thy cloak. Sir Thomas. Brothers both. 
Commend me to the princes in our camp; 2j 
Do my good morrow to them; and anon 
Desire them all to my pavilion. 

G/o. We shall, my liege. 28 

[Exeunt GLOUCESTER and BEDFORD. 
Erp. Shall I attend your Grace? 

K. Hen. No, my good knight; 

Go with my brothers to my lords of England: 
I and my bosom must debate awhile, 

And then I would no other company. 32 

Erp. The Lord in heaven bless thee, noble 
Harry! [Exit. 

K. Hen. God-a-mercy, old heart! thou 
speak'st cheerfully. 

Enter PISTOL. 

Pist. Qui vu Ut? 

K. Hen. A friend. 36 

Pist. Discuss unto me; art thou officer? 

Or art thou base, common and popular? 

K. Hen. I am a gentleman of a company. 
Pist. Trail’st thou the puissant pike? 40 

K. Hen. Even so. What are you? 

Pist. As good a gentleman as the emperor. 
K. Hen. Then you are a better than the king. 
Pist. The king’s a bawcock, and a heart of 
gold, 44 

A lad of life, an imp of fame: 

Of parents good, of fist most valiant: 

I kiss his dirty shoe, and from my heart-string 
I love the lovely bully. What’s thy name? 48 
K. Hen. Harry le Boy. 

Pist. Le Roy! a Cornish name: art thou of 
Cornish crew? 

K. Hen. No, I am a Welshman. 

Pist. Know’st thou Fluellen? Si 

K. Hen. Ves. 

Pist. Tell him, I’ll knock his leek about his 
pate 

Upon Saint Davy’s day. 
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K. Hen. Do not you wear your dagger in your 
cap that day, teat he knock tint about yours. 57 
Pist. Art thou his friend? 

K. Hen. And his kinsman too. 

Pist. The dec for thee then! <o 

K. Hen. I thank you. God be with you! 
Pist. My name is Pistol called. [Exit. 

K. Hen. It sorts well with your fierceness. 

[Retires. 

Enter fluellen and go wot, severally. 
Gtnv. Captain Fluellen! 64 

Flu. So! in the name of Cheshu Christ. speak 
lower. It is the neatest admiration in the 
universal world, when the true and auncient 
prerogatifes and laws of the wars is not kept. 


488 (ACT IV 

his fears, out of doubt, be of the same relish as 
ours are: yet, in reason, no man should possess 
him with any appearance of fear, lest he, by 
showing it, should dishearten his army. 11S 
Bates, tie may show what outward courage 
he will, but I believe, as cold a night as ’tis, he 
could wish himself in Thames up to the neck, 
and so I would he were, and I by him, at all 
adventures, so we were quit here. »s 

K. lien. By my troth, I will speak my con¬ 
science of the king: I think he would not wish 
himself any where but where he is. 

Dates. Then I would he were here alone; so 
should he be sure to be ransomed, and a many 
poor men’s lives saved. >*» 

K. Hen. I dare say you love him not so ill 
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cares of it, and the forms of it. and the 
’ of it, and the modesty of it, to be other- 


£f you would take the pains but to examine the to wish him here alone, howsoever you speak 
wars of Pompey the Great, you shall find, I this to feel other men s minds. Metoinks I 
warrant you, that there is no tiddle-taddle nor could not die any where so contented as m uie 
pibble-pabUe in Pompey’s camp; I warrant king's company, his cause being just and his 
iu shall find the ceremonies of the wars, quarrel honourable. 

Will. That’s more than we know. > 3 * 
Bates. Ay, or more than we should seek after; 
fo r we know enough if we know we are the king s 
subjects. If his cause be wrong, our obedience 
to the king wipes the crime of ft out of us. 

Will. But u the cause be not good, the king 
himself hath a heavy reckoning to make; when 
all those legs and arms and heads, chopped off 
in a battle, shall join together at the latter day, 
and cry afl, ‘We died at such a place;* some 
swearing, some crying for a surgeon, some upon 


you, yo' 
and the 
sobriety of it, 

wise. 76 

Gow. Why, the enemy is loud; you heard 
him all night. 

Flu. If die enemy is an ass and a fool and a 
prating coxcomb, is it meet, think you, that we 
should also, look you, be an ass and a fool and a 
prating coxcomb, in your own conscience now ? 

Gow. I will speak lower. 83 

Flu. I pray you and peseech you that you 

will. [Exeunt GOWER and fluellen. their wives left poor behind them, some upon 

of the debts they owe, some upon their children 


K. Hen. Though it appear a little out 
fashion, 

Thera ismuch care and valour in this Welshman. 


rawly left I am afeard there are few die well 
that die in a battle; for how can they charitably 
dispose of any thing when blood is their argu¬ 
ment? Now, if these men do not die well, it 
will be a black matter for the king that led them 
to it whom to disobey were against all propor¬ 
tion of subjection. >55 

K.Hen. So, if a ton that is by his father sent 
about merchandise do shiftily miscarry upon 
the sea, the imputation of his wickedness, by 


Enter JOHN bates, Alexander court, and 

MICHAEL WILLIAMS. 

Court. Brother John Bates, is not that the 
morning which breaks yonder? 89 

Bates. I think it he; but we have no great 
cause to desire the approach of day. 

Will. We see yonder the beginning of the -,—, ... - 

day, but I think we shall never see the end of spur rule, should be Imposed upon his father 
it. Who goes there? that sent him: or ifa servant, under his master’s 

K. Hen. A friend. command transporting a spa of m oney, be a s; 

Will. Under what captain serve yon? 96 sailed by robbers and die in many irm ca-ciled 
K. Hen. Under Mr Thomas Eipinghatn. iniquities,youmaycall the t ^sinessof the master 

Will. A good old commander and a most the author of the servant’s damnation. Bat ads 
kind gentleman: I pray yon, what thinks he of is not so: the king is not bound to answer the 
our estate? too particular endings of Ids soldiers, the father of 

K. Hen. Even as men wracked upon a sand, his son, nor the muter of his servant; tor tow 


that look to be washed off the next tide. 

Bates. He hath not told his thought to the 
king? *°4 

K. Hen. No; nor it is not meet he should. 
For, though I speak It to you, I think the king 
is but a man, as I am: toe violet smells to him 
as it doth to me; the element shows to him as 
it doth to me; all his senses have but human 
conditions: his ceremonies laid by, in his naked¬ 
ness he appears but a man; and though his 
affbedons are higher mounted than mss, yet 
when they stoop, they stoop with toe like wing. 
Therefore when be sees reason offoars, as wedo. 


purpose not their death when they purpose their 
services. Besides, there is no king, be his cause 
never so spotless, if it come to the ar bitrament 
of swords, can try it out with all unspotted sol¬ 
diers. Some, peradventurt, have on them toe 
guilt of premeditated and contrived murder; 
some, of Beguiling virgins with the bro ken s ea l s 
of perjury: some, making toe wars their bul¬ 
wark, that nave before gored toe gentle bflfeom 
of peace with pillage ana robbery. Now, if these 
men have defeated toe law and outrun native 
punishment, thoug h they can o utst r ip m en, th ey 

hove no srings to fly from God: war is Ms beadle, 
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war is his vengeance; so that here men are they bear them on their shoulders: but it is no 
punished for before-breach of the king’s laws in English treason to cut French crowns, and to- 
now the king’s quarrel: where they feared the ' “ 1 


death they have borne life away, ana where they 
would be safe they perish. Then, if they die 
unprovided, no more is the king guilty of their 
damnation than he was before guilty of those 
impieties for the which they are now visited. 

Every subject’s duty is the king’s: but evety 
subject’s soul is his own. Therefore should every 
soldier in the wars do as every sick man in his 
bed, wash c very mote out of his conscience; and 
dying so, death is to him advantage; or not 
dying, the time was blessedly lost wherein such 
preparation was gained: and in him that es¬ 
capes, it were not sin to think, that making God 
so free an offer, he let him outlive that day to 
see his greatness, and to teach others how they 
should prepare. >99 

Will. ’Tis certain, every man that dies ill, the 
ill upon his own head: the king is not to answer 
it. 

Bates. I do not desire he should answer for 
me; and yet 1 determine to fight lustily for him. ------ 

K. Hen. I myself heard the king say he would Than they in fearing, 
not be ransomed. »6 What dnnk’st thou oft, instead of homage 


morrow the king h im se l f will be a clipper. 24, 
[Exeunt Soldiers. 

Upon the king i let us our lives, our souls. 

Our debts, our careful wives. 

Our children, and our sins lay on the king! 25a 
We must bear all. O hard condition! 
Twin-bom with greatness, subject to the breath 
Of every fool, whose sense no more can feel 
But his own wringing. What infinite heart's 
ease 256 

Must kings neglect that private men enjoy 1 
And what have kings that privates have not too, 
Save ceremony, save general ceremony? 

And what art thou, thou idle ceremony? 360 
What kind of god art thou, that suffer’st more 
Of mortal grids than do thy worshippers? 
What are thy rents? what are thy comings-in? 
O ceremony1 show me but thy worth: 264 

What is thy soul of adoration? 

Art thou aught else but place, degree, and form. 
Creating awe and fear In other men? 

Wherein thou art less happy, being fear’d, a<8 


sweet. 

But poison'd flattery? Ot be sick, great great¬ 
ness. 

And bid thy ceremony give thee cure. 27s 

Think’st thou the fiery fever will go out 
With titles blown from adulation? 

Will it give place to flexure and low-bending? 
Canst thou, when thou command’s! the beggar’s 
knee, 376 

Comthand the health of it? No, thou proud 
dreamy 


Will. Ay, he said so, to make us fight cheer¬ 
fully; but when our throats are cut he may be 
ransomed, and we ne’er the wiser. 

K. Hen. If I live to see it, I will never trust 
his word after. an 

Will. You pay him then. That’s a perilous 
shot out of an elder-gun, that a poor and a 
private displeasure can do against a monarch. 

You may as well go about to turn the sun to 
ice with fanning in his face with a peacock’s 
feather. You'lf never trust his word after! 
come, 'tis a foolish saying. sis That play st so subtly with a king's repose; 

K. Hen. /our reproof is something too round; I am a king that find thee; and I know 
I should be angry with you if the time were con- Tis not the balm, the sceptre and the ball, 2S0 
Yemeni. 321 The sword, the mace, the crown imperial. 

Will. Let it be a quarrel between us, if you The intertlssued robe of gold and pearl, 
live. The forced title running 'fore the king, 

K. Hen. I embrace it 324 The throne he sits on, nor the tide of pomp 284 

Will. How gt«i) I know thee again? That beats upon the high shore of this world, 

K. Hen. Give me any gage of thine, and I No, not all these, thrice-gorgeous ceremony, 
will wear it in my bonnet: then, if ever thou Not all these, laid in bedmajestical, 
darest acknowledge It, I will make it my quarrel. Can sleep so youndly as fej wretched slave, sSS 
Will. Here's my glove: give me another of Who with a body fill’d and vacant mind 
thine. 83 ° Gets him to rest, cramm’dwithdistressftil bread; 

K. Hen. There. Never sees horrid night, the child of hell, 

WO. This will I also wear in my cap: if ever But, like a lackey, from the rise1 toiset 29a 

thou come to me and say after to-morrow, ‘This Sweats in the eye of Phoebus, and all night 
is my glove/by this hand I will take thee a box Sleeps in Elysium; next day after dawn, 
on the ear. Doth rise and help Hyperion to his horse, 

K. Hen. Ifevw I Hw to see it, I will challenge And follows so the ewer-running year 296 


Will. Thou darest as well be hanged. 


337 


With profitable labour to his grave: 
And, but for ceremony, such a wretch. 


340 


K.Hen. Well, I will do it, though! take thee Winding up days with toil and n i ghts with 

Had the fine-hand and vantage of a king. 300 
The slave, a member of the country’s peace, 

, __ Enjoys It; but in gross brain little wots 
244 What watch the king keeps to maintain the 
peace, 

Whose boon the peasant bast advantages. 304 


fit the king's company. 

HTtTeep^woid: flu* thee wdL 
Batee. Be friends, you English fools, be 
friends: we have French quarrels enow, if you 
could tell how to reckon. 

„ K. Hen. ladt 
French crowns 
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Re-enter erpingham. And your fair show shall suck away their souls, 

Erp. My lord, your nobles, jealous of your Leaving them but the shales and husks of men. 


absence. 

Seek through your camp to find you. 


There is not work enough for all our hands; 
Scarce blood enough in all their sickly veins 20 


Collect them all together at my tent: 

I’ll be before thee. 

Erp. I shall do't, my lord. {Exit. 

K. Hen. O God of battles! steel my soldiers’ 


Good old knight. To give each naked curtal-axe a stain, 


That our French gallants shall to-day draw out. 
And sheathe for lack of sport: let us but blow on 
them. 

The vapour of our valour will o'ertum them. 24 


hearts; 309 ’Tis positive ’gainst all exceptions, lords. 

Possess them not with fear; take from them now That our superfluous lackeys and our peasants, 
The sense of reckoning, if the opposed numbers Who in unnecessary action swarm 
Pluck their hearts from them. Not to-day, O About our squares of battle, were enow 28 
Lord! 312 To purge this field of such a hilding foe, 

O! not to-day, think not upon the fault Though we upon this mountain’s basis by 


Though we upon this mountain’s basis by 
My father made in compassing the crown. Took stand for idle speculation: 

X Richard’s body have mterr’d anew, But that our honours must not. What’s to say ? 

And on it have bestow’d more contrite tears A very little little let us do, 33 

Than from it issu’d forced drops of blood. And all is done. Then let the trumpets sound 

Five hundred poor I have in yearly pav, The tucket sonance and the note to mount: 

Who twice a day their wither’d hands' hold up For our approach shall so much dare the field. 
Toward heaven, to pardon blood; and I have That England shall couch down in fear and 


built 320 

Two chantries, where the sad and solemn priests 
Sing still for Richard’s soul. More will I do; 
Though all that I can do is nothing worth, 
Since that my penitence come3 after all, 324 
Imploring pardon. 

Re-enter Gloucester. 

Glo. My liege! 


320 yield. 

ssts Enter grandpr£. 

do; Grand. Why do you stay so long, my lords 
of France? 

324 Yon island carrions desperate of their bones, 
ni-favour’dly become the morning field; 40 
Their ragged curtains poorly are let loose. 

And our air shakes them passing scornfully: 
Big Mars seems bankrupt in their beggar’d host, 
4 y; And faintly through a rusty beaver peeps: 44 
328 The horsemen sit like fixed candlesticks. 


K. Hen. My brother Gloucester’s voice! Ay; And faintly through a rusty beaver peer 
Iknow thy errand, I will go with thee: 328 The horsemen sit like fixed candlesticks. 


. . w 4 ouu, a vrui few w tui mvv. IUC UUX5CLUCI1 Sll lUkC If AG Vi GtlflVIIGh LlLfVb, 

The day, my friends, and all things stay for me. With torch-staves in their hand; and their poor 

1 Exeunt. jades 

Scene U.-The French Camp. Ln ^gj ,B their heads ’ <B°PPB>S the bides and 

Enter the dauphin, Orleans, raMbuhes, and The gum down-roping from their pale-dead 
Others. eyes, 48 

Orl. The sun doth gild our armour: up, my And in their pale dull mouths the gimmal bit 
lords 1 Lies foul with chew’d grass, still and motionless; 

Dau. Montez d cheval! My horse! varlet! And their executors, the knwish crows, 
lacquais! ha! Fly o’er them, all impatient for their hour, s* 

Orl. O brave spirit! Description cannot suit itself in words 

Dau. Via I lee eaux et la terrel 4 To demonstrate the life of such a battle 

Orl. Rien puis? Vair et lefeu. In life so lifeless as it shows itself. 

Dau. Ciell cousin Orleans. Con. They have said their prayers, and they 


Orl. O brave spirit! Description cannot suit itself in words 

Dau. Via I les eaux et la terrel 4 To demonstrate the life of such a battle 

Orl. Rien puisI fair et lefeu. In life so lifeless as it shows itself. 

Dau. Ciell cousin Orleans. Con. They have said their prayers, and they 

r-_,„ stay for death. 56 

Enter constable. Dau. Shall we go send them dinners and 

Now, my lord constable 1 fresh suits. 

Con. Hark how our steeds for present set- And give their fasting horses provender, 
vice neigh! 8 And after fight with them? 

Dau. Mount them, and make incision in Con. I stay but for my guard: on, to the 
their hides, field! 60 

That their hot blood may spin in English eyes, I will the banner from a trumpet take. 

And aout them with superfluous courage: hat And use it for my haste. Come, come, away! 

Rom. What I win you have them weep our The sun is high, and we outwear the day. 

„ horses Hood? 12 I Exeunt 

How shall we that behold their natural tears? 

Euler a Mniinngrr Scene HI. —The English Camp. 

Meet, The are 'mbattafl'd, you Enter the English host; Gloucester, Bedford, 

French peers. exeter, Salisbury, and Westmoreland. 

Con. To hone, you gallant princes! straight Glo. Where Is the king? 
to horse! Bed. The king himself is rode to view their 

Do but behold yon poor and starved band, it battle. 
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West. Of fighting men they have full three¬ 
score thousand. 

Exe. There's five to one; besides, they all are 
fresh. 4 

Sal. God’s arm strike with us! ’tis a fearful 
odds. 

God be wi’ you, princes all; I’ll to my charge: 
If we no more meet till we meet in heaven. 
Then, joyfully, my noble Lord of Bedford, 8 
My dear Lord Gloucester, and my good Lord 
Exeter, 

And my kind kinsman, warriors all, ad eu! 

Bed. Farewell, good Salisbury; and good 
luck go with thee! 

Exe. Farewell, kind lord. Fight valiantly to¬ 
day : 12 

And yet I do thee wrong to mind thee of it, 
For thou art fram'd of the firm truth of valour. 

[Exit SALISBURY. 

Bed. He is as full of valour as of kindness; 
Princely in both. 


Enter KINO HENRY. 


West. O! that we now had here 16 

But one ten thousand of those men in England 
That do no work to-day. 

K. Hen. What’s he that wishes so? 

Mycousin Westmoreland? No, my fair cousin: 
If we are mark’d to die, we are enow 20 
To do our country loss; and if to live. 

The fewer men, the greater share of honour. 
God’s will! I pray thee, wish not one man more. 
By Jove, I am not covetous for gold, 24 

Nor care I who doth feed upon my cost; 

It yearns me not if men my garments wear; 
Such outward things dwell not in my desires: 
But if it be a sin to covet honour, 28 

I am the most offending soul alive. 

No, faith, my coz, wish not amanfromEngland: 
God's peace 1 I would not lose so great an 
honour 

As one man more, methinks, would share from 
me, 32 

For the best hope I have. O! do not wish one 


more: 

Rather proclaim it, Westmoreland, through 
my host, „ , 

That he which hath no stomach to this fight. 
Let him depart; his passport shall be made, 36 
And crowns for convoy put into his purse: 

We would not die In that man’s company 
That fears his fellowship to die with us. 

This day is call’d the feast of Cnspian: 40 

He that outlives this day, and comes safe home, 
Will stand a tip-toe when this day is nam d. 
And rouse him at the name of Cnspian. 

He that shall live this day, and see old age, 44 
Will yearly on the vigil mast his neighbours, 
And say, ‘To-morrow is Saint Crispian: 

Then will he strip his sleeve and show Ins man. 

And say,’These woundslhad on Crispin sday. 

Old men forget: yet all shall be forgot, 49 
But he’ll remember with advairtages 
What feats he did that day. Then shall our 


Familiar in his mouth as household words, 52 


Harry the king, Bedford and Exeter, 

Warwick and Talbot, Salisbury and Gloucester, 
Be in their flowing cups freshly remember’d. 
This story shall the good man teach his son; 36 
And Crispin Crispian shall ne’er go by, 

From this day to the ending of the world. 

But we in it shall be remembered; 

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers; 60 
For he to-day that sheds his blood with me 
Shall be my brother; be he ne'er so vile 
This day shall gentle his condition: 

And gentlemen in England now a-bed 64 

Shall think themselves accurs’d they were not 
here. 

And hold their manhoods cheap whiles any 
speaks 

That fought with us upon Saint Crispin’s day. 

Re-enter SALISBURY. 

Sal. My sov’reign lord, bestow yourself with 
speed: 68 

The French are bravely in their battles set, 
And will with all expedience charge on us. 

K. Hen. All things are ready, if our minds 
be so. 

West. Perish the man whose mind is back¬ 
ward nowl 72 

K. Hen. Thou dost not wish more help from 
England, coz? 

West. God's will! my liege, would you and I 
alone. 

Without more help, could fight this royal battle 1 

K. Hen. Why, now thou hast unwish’d five 
thousand men; 76 

Which likes me better than to wish us one. 

You know your places: God be with you all! 


Tucket. Enter month)y. 


Mont. Once more I come to know of thee. 
King Harry, 

Tf for thy ransom thou wilt now compound, so 
Before thy most assured overthrow: 

F'or certainly thou art so near the gulf 
Thou needs must be englutted. Besides, in 


mercy, 

The constable desires thee thou wilt mind 84 
Thy followers of repentance; that their souls 
May make a peaceful and a sweet retire 
From off these fields, where, wretches, their 
poor bodies 
Must lie and fester. 

K. Hen. Who hath sent thee now? 88 

Mont. The Constable of France. 

K. Hen. I pray thee, bear my former answer 
back: 

Bid them achieve me and then sell my bones. 
Good God 1 why should they mock poor fellows 
thus? 9 * 

The man that once did sell the lion’s skin 
While the beast liv’d, was kill’d with hunting 
him. 


A many of our bodies shall no doubt 
Find native graves; upon the which, I trust, 96 
Shall witness live in brass of this day’s work; 
And those that leave their valiant bone* in 
France, 
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Dyin^Uke men, though buried in your dims- 


Fr. Sol. O, prtnez misericord* 1 ayez pitid de 
may I is 

fist. Moy shall not serve: 1 will have forty 


They shall be fhm’d; for there the sun shall fist. Moy shall not serve; 1 will have forty 
greet them, too moys; 

And draw their honours reeking up to heaven, Or I wul fetch thy rim out at thy throat 
Leaving their earthly parts to choke your clime, In drops of crimson blood. 16 

The smell whereof shall breed a plague in Fr. Sol. Est-ii impossible d’eschapper la font 
France. de ton brasT 

Mark then abounding valour in our English, Pist. Brass, curl 

That being dead, like to the bullet’s grazing. Thou damned and luxurious mountain goat, so 

Break out into a second course of mischief, Offerst me brass? 

Killing in relapse of mortality. Fr. Sol. O pardonnez moy l 

Let me speak proudly: teU the constable, rot Pist. Saystthoumeso?isthatatonofmoyi? 
We are but warriors for the working-day: Come hither, boy: ask me this slave in French 

Our gayness and our gilt are all besmirch’d What is his name. ss 

With rainy marching m the painfiil field; Boy. Escoutez: comment estes vousappeUiJ 

There’s not a piece of feather in our host— iu Fr. Sol. Monsieur le Fer. 

Good argument, I hope, we will not fly— Boy. He says his name is Master Fer. as 

And time hath won us into slovenry: Pist. Master Fer I I'll fer him, and firk him. 

But, by the mass, our hearts are in the trim: and ferret him. Discuss the same in French 

And my poor soldiers tell me, yet ere night its unto him. 

They'll be in fresher robes, or they will pluck Boy. I do not know the French for fer, and 
The gay new coats o’er the French soldiers' ferret, and firk. 33 

heads, Pist. Bid him prepare, for I will cut his 

And turn them out of service. If they do this,— throat. 

As,if God please, they shall,—my ransom then Fr. Sol. Que dti-il, monsieur? 

Will soon be levied. Herald, save thou thy Boy. II me commando i vous dire que vous 


They'll be in fresher robes, or they will pluck 
Dg gay ncw coats o’er the French soldiers' 

And turn them out of service. If they do this,— 
As, if God please, they shall,—my ransom then 
Will soon be levied. Herald, save thou thy 
labour; txt 

Come thou no more for ransom, gentle herald: 
They shall have none, I swear, but these my 

Whkhif they have as I will leave ’em them, 
Shall yield them little, tell the constable. 
Mont. I shall. King Harry. And so, fare 
thee well: 


hi faites vous Brest; car ce soldat icy est dtiposi 
Id: tout d cette heure de eouper voitre gorge. 
my fist. Ouy. cuppele gorge, permafoy. 

Peasant, unl ess thou give me crowns, brave 
crowns: eo 

Or m a n gled shalt thou be by this my sword, 
ire Fr. Sol. Ol je vous supptie pour Vamour de 
Dieu, me pardoner l Je suti le gentilhomme de 


Thou never shalt hear herald any more. [Exit, borne motion: gardes ma vie, et je vous don- 
K. Hen. I fear thoult once more come again neray deux cents escus. 43 

for ransom. iss Pist. What are Ms words? 

_ ._ Boy. He prays you to save his life: he is a 

Enter York. ge n tle m a n of a good house: and, for his ransom 

York. My lord, most humbly on my knee I he will give you two hundred crowns. 49 
beg fist. Tell him, my firry shall abate, and I 

The leadinaof the vaward. The crowns will take. v 

K. Hen. Take it, brave York. Now, soldiers, Fr. SoL Petit monsieur, que dti-il? ss 

march away: Boy. Encore au’il est centre ton jurement 


And how thou pleasest, God, dispose the day! de pardonner aucun prtionntir; neant-mobis, 

[Exeunt, pour let escus out vous Favez promts, B est 
commit de vous dormer la libertf, le franchise- 


Sosa IV.—The Field of Battle. 
Alarums: Excursions. Enter French Soldier, 
rtSTOL, and Boy. 
fist. Yield, cur! 

Fr. SoL Je pense que vous estes le gentil¬ 
homme de bonne quahU. 


content de vous dotmer la liberti, le franchise- 
mem. 37 

Fr. SoL Sur met genoux, je vout doom mitie 
remeretimem; et je m'estime heureux am je 
suit tombi entre let mains tTun chevalier, je 
pense, le plus brave, valiant, at tris dtitmgut 
seigneur tTAngleterre. 

fist. Expound unto me, boy. <3 

Boy. He gives you, upon fata knew, a thou- 
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• heart: but the saying is true, 'The empty 
vessel makes the greatest sound.’ Bardotefe, 
and Nym had ten times mote valour than this 
roaring devil 1’ the old play, that every one 
may pare his nails with a wooden dagger; 
and they are both hanged; and so would this 
be if he durst steal anything adventurously. 
I must stay with the lackeys, with the luggage 
of our camp: the French might have a good 
prey of us, it he knew of it; for there is none to 
guard it but boys. lExiti 

SCENE V. —Another Part of the Field. 


The noble Earl of Suffolk also lies. 

Suffolk first died: and York, all haggled over. 
Comes to him, where In gore he lay insteep’d, rs 
And takes him by the beard, kisses the gashes 
That bloodily did yawn upon his face: 

And cries aloud, ‘Tarry, dear cousin Suffolk! 
My soul shall thine keep company to heaven; id 
Tarry, sweet soul, for mine, then fly abreast. 
As In this glorious and well-foughten field. 

We kept together in our chivalry 1’ 

Upon these words I came and cheer’d him op: 
He smil’d me in the face, raught me his hand. 
And with a feeble gripe says, ‘Dear my lord. 
Commend my service to my sovereign.’ 

So did he turn, and over Suffolk's neck 34 
He threw his wounded arm, and kiss’d his lips: 
And so espous’d to death, with blood he seal’d 


Alarums. Enter dauphin, Orleans, bourbon, 
constable, rameures, and Others. 

Con. O diable! /AilU 9V VOFVVM Vi tW WRUit WIL1I U1UU 

Orl. O seigneur! le jour est perdu! tout est A testament of noble-ending love. 
perdu I The pretty and sweet manner of it forc’d sS 

Dau. Mortdema vie! all is confounded, all! Those water* from me which I would have 
Reproach and everlasting shame 4 stopp'd; 

Sit mocking in our plumes. O meschante But 1 had not so much of man In me. 


fortune! 

Do not run away. 1.4 short alarum. 

Con. Why, all our ranks are broke. 


And all my mother came into mine eyes 
And gave me up to tears. 

K. Hen. I blame you not; p 


Dau. O perdurable shame! let’s stab our- For. hearing this, I must perforce compound 


selves. 

Be these the wretches that we play'd at dice 
for? 8 

Orl. Is this the king we sent to for his ransom ? 
Bour. Shame, ana eternal shame, nothing 
but shame! 

Let’s die in honour! once more back again; 
And be that will not follow Bourbon now, is 
Let him go hence, and with his cap in hand, 
Like a base pander, bold the chamber-door 
Whilst by a slave, no gentler than my dog, 

His fairest daughter is contaminated. t« 

Con. Disorder, that hath spoil’d us, friend 
us now! 

Let us on heaps go offer up our lives. 

Orl. We are enough yet living In the field 
To smother up the English in our throngs, so 
If any order might be thought upon. 

Bour. The devil take order now! m to the 
throng: 

Let life be short, else shame will be too long. 

I Exeunt. 

Scene VI .—Another Part of the Field. 
Alarums. Enter kino henry and Forces; 
EXETER, and Others. 

K. Hen. Well have we done, thrice-vallant 
countrymen: _ , . 

But all’s not done; yet. keep the French the 
field. 

Exe. The Duke of York commends him to 


Widi mistfiil eyes, or they will issue too. 

[Alarum. 

But hark! what new alarum Is this same? 

The French have reinforc’d their scatter’dtnen: 
Then every soldier kill hls prisoners! 37 
dve the word through. [Exeunt. 

SCENE VJL—Another Part of the Field. 

Alarums. Enter fluellen and cower. 

Flu. Kill the poys and the luggage! 'til ex¬ 
pressly against the law of arms: His as arrant 
a piece of knavery, trunk you now, as can be 
offer’t: in yonr conscience now. Is it not? 4 
Gow. Tu certain, there’s not a boy left alive; 
and the cowardly rascals that ran from die 
battle have done this slaughter: beside* they 
have burned and carried away all that was in 
die king’s tent; wherefore the king most 
worthily hath caused every soldier to cut his 
prisoner’s throat. Ol ’ds a gallant king. 11 
Flu. Ay 'he was pom at Monmouth, Captain 
Gower. What call yon the town’s name when 
Alexander the Pig was bom? 

Gow. Alexander the Great. tj 

Flu. Why, I pray you. Is not pig great? The 
pig, or the great, or the mighty, or the huge, 
or the magnanimous, are all one reckonings, 
save the phrase Is a little variations. r* 
Gow. I think Alexander die Groat was bom 
in Macedon: hls father was called Philip of 
Macedon, as I take it. 


vour malestv F?u. I think It Is in Macedon where AJex- 

good nnc,e? ***4 i 

I saw him down; thrice up again, and fighting; 

T ^1S^bretSder h do W thhelie, 
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what is the name of the other river; but ’tis all 
one, ’tis alike as my fingers is to my fingers, and 
there is salmons in both. If you mark Alex¬ 
ander’s life well, Harry of Monmouth’s life is 
come after it indifferent well; for there is figures 
in all things. Alexander,—God knows, and you 
know,—in his rages, and his furies, and liis 
wraths, and his cholers, and his moods, and his 
displeasures, and his indignations, and also 
being a little intoxicates in his prams, did, in 
his ales and his angers, look you, kill his pest 
firiend, Cleitus. 42 

Gow. Our king is not like him in that: he 
never killed any of his friends. 

Flu. It is not well done, mark you now, to 
take the tales out of my mouth, ere it is made 
and finished. I speak but in the figures and 
comparisons of it: as Alexander killed his friend 
Cleitus, being in his ales and his cups, so also 
Harry Monmouth, being in his right wits and 
his good judgments, turned away the fat knight 
with the great belly-doublet: he was full of 
jests, and gipes, and knaveries, and mocks; I 
have forgot his name. 54 

Gow. Sir John Falstaff. 

Flu. That is he. I’ll tell you, there is goot 
men pom at Monmouth. 

Gow. Here comes his majesty. 58 

Alarum. Enter kino henry, with a part of 
the English Forces; Warwick, Gloucester, 
EXETER, and Others. 

K. Hen. I was not angry since I came to 
France 

Until this instant. Take a trumpet, herald; So 
Ride thou unto the horsemen on yon hill: 

If they will fight with us, bid them come down. 
Or void the field; they do offend our sight 
If they’ll do neither, we will come to them, «4 
And make them skirt away, as swift as stones 
Enforced from the old Assyrian slings. 
Besides, we’ll cut the throats of those we have. 
And not a man of them that we shall take 68 
Shall taste our mercy. Go and tell them so. 

Enter montjoy. 

Exe. Here comes the herald of the French, 
my liege. 

Glo. His eyes are humbler than they us’d to 
be. 

K. Hen. How now! what means this, herald? 
know’s! thou not 72 

That I have fin’d these bones of mine for 
ransom? 

Com'st thou again for ransom? 

Mont. No, great king. 

I come to thee for charitable licence. 

That we may wander o’er this bloody field 76 
To book our dead, and then to bury them; 

To sort our nobles from our common men; 
For many of our princes—woe the while 1 — 
Lie drown’d and soak’d in mercenary blood: 80 
So do our vulgar drench their peasant limbs 
la Mood of princes; and their wounded steeds 
Fret fetlock-deep in gore, and with wild rage 
York out their armed heels a t their dead masters. 


Killing them twice. O! gi ve us leave, great king, 
To view the field in safety and dispose 
Of their dead bodies. 

K. Hen. I tell thee truly, herald, 

I know not if the day be ours or no; 88 

For yet a many of your horsemen peer 
And gallop o’er the field. 

Mont. The day is yours. 

K. Hen. Praised be' God, and not our 
strength, for it! 

What is (his castle call’d that stands hard by? 
Mont. They call it Agmcourt. 93 

K. Hen. Then call we this the field of Agin- 
court, 

Fought on the day of Crispin Crispianus. 

Flu. Your grandfather of famous memory, 
an’t please your majesty, and your great-uncle 
Edward the Flack Prince of Wales, as I have 
read in the chronicles, fought a mo 3 t prave 
pattle here in France. 100 

K. Hen. They did, FJuellen. 

Flu. Your majesty says very true. If your 
majesties is remembered of if, the Welshmen 
did good service in a garden where leeks did 
grow, wearing leeks in their Monmouth caps; 
which, your majesty know, to this hour is an 
honourable badge of the service: and I do be¬ 
lieve, your majesty takes no scorn to wear the 
leek upon Saint Tavy's day. 109 

K. Hen. 1 wear it for a memorable honour; 
For I am Welsh, you know, good countryman. 

Flu. All the water in Wye cannot wash your 
majesty’s Welsh plood out of your pqdy, I can 
tell you that: Got pless it and preserve it, as long 
as it pleases his grace, and his majesty too! 

K. Hen. Thanks, good my countryman. u6 
Flu. By Jeshu, I am your majesty’s country¬ 
man, I care not who know it; I will confess it to 
all the ’orld: I need not be ashamed of your 
majesty, praised be God, so long as your majesty 
is an honest man. 121 

K. Hen. God keep me so N Our heralds go 
with him: 

Bring me just notice of the numbers dead 
On both our parts. Call yonder fellow hither. 

[.Points to williams. Exeunt montjoy 
and Others. 

Exe. Soldier, you must come to the king. 

K. Flen. Soldier, why wear’st thou that glove 
to thy cap? 127 

Will. An’t please your majesty, ’tis the gage 
of one that I should fight withal, if he be alive. 
K. Hen. An Englishman? 

Will. An’t please your majesty, a rascal that 
swaggered with me last night; who, if a’ live and 
ever dare to challenge this glove, I have sworn to 
take him a box o’ the ear: or, if I can see my 
glove to his cap,—which he swore as he was a 
soldier he would wear if alive,—I will strike it 
out soundly. 137 

K. Hen. What think you. Captain Fine lien? 

is it fit this soldier keep his oath? 

Flu. He is a craven and a villain else, an’t 
please your majesty, to my conscience. 141 

K. Hen. It may be his enemy is a gentleman 
of great sort, quite from the answer of his degree. 
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Flu. Though he be as good a gentleman as 
the devil is, as Lucifer and Belzebub himself it 
is necessary, look your Grace, that he keep his 
vow and ms oath. If he be perjured, see you 
now, his reputation is as arrant a villain and a 
Jack-sauce as ever his black shoe trod upon 
God’s ground and his earth, in my conscience, 
la! 131 

K. Hen. Then keep thy vow, sirrah, when 
thou meerest tire fellow. 

Will, bo I will, my liege, as I live. 

K. Hen. Who servest thou under? 

WVl. Under Captain Gower, my liege. rs 6 
Hu. Gower is a goot capLain, and is good 
knowledge and litcratured in the wars. 

K. Hen. Call him hither to me, soldier. 

Will. I will, my liege. [Exit. 

K. Hen. Here, Fluellen; wear thou this favour 
for me and stick it in thy cap. When AJencon 
and niyseii were down together 1 plucked this 
glove from his helm: if any man challenge this, 
he is a friend to AJencon, and an enemy to our 
person; if thou encounter any such, apprehend 
. mi, an thou dost me love. 167 

l 'lu. Your Grace does me as great honours as 
can be desired in the hearts of his subjects: I 
would fain see the man that has but two legs 
that shall find himself aggraded at this glove, 
that is all; bur X would fain see it once, and 
please God of his grace that I might see. i ?3 
K. Hen. Knowest thou Gower ? 

Flu. He is my dear friend, an’t please you. 

E. Hen. Pray thee, go seek him, and bring 
him to my tent. m 

Flu. I will fetch him. jExn. 

if. Hen. My Lord of Warwick, and my brother 
Gloucester, 

Follow Fluellen closely at the heels. 180 

The glove which 1 have given him for a favour. 
May haply purchase him a box o’ the ear; 

It is the soldier’s: I by bargain should 
Wear it myself. Follow, good cousin Warwick: 
If that the soldier strike him,—as, I judge 185 
By his blunt bearing he will keep his word,— 
Some sudden mischief may arise of it; 

For I do know Fluellen valiant, t 88 

And touch’d with cholcr, hot as gunpowder. 
And quickly wiil return an injury: 

Follow and see there be no harm between them. 
Go you with me, uncle of Exeter. [Exeunt. 

Scene VIII. — Before kino henry’s Pavilion. 

Enter oovver and williams. 

(Fill. I warrant it is to knight you, captain. 

Enter fluellen. 

Flu. God's will and his pleasure, captain, I 
peseech you now come apace to the king. there 
is more good toward you peradventure than is 
in your knowledge to dream of. 8 

Will. Sir, kDow you this glove? 

Flu. Know the glove! I know the glove is 
a glove. * 

Will. I know this; and thus I challenge it. 

[Strikes him. 


Flu. 'Sbiood! an arrant traitor as any’s in 
the universal 'orld, or in France, or in England. 
Gov.-. How now, sir! you villain! ra 

Will. Do you think I’ll be forsworn? 

Flu. Stand away. Captain Gower; I will give 
treason his payment into plows, I warrant you. 
Will. I am no traitor. 16 

Flu. That’s a lie in thy throat. I charge you 
in his majesty’s name, apprehend him: he is a 
iriend of the Duke Alengon's. 

Enter WARWICK and GLOUCESTER, 

War. Hownow, how now! what’s the matter ? 
Flu. My Lord of Warwick, h ere is,—praised 
be God for i t!—a most contagious treason come 
to light, look you, as you shall desire in a 
summer’s day. Here is his majesty. 14 

Enlgr KING henry and EXETER. 

K. Hen. How now! what’s the matter? 

Flu. My liege, here is a villain and a traitor, 
that, look your Grace, has struck the glove which 
your majesty is takeoutofthe helmet ofAlencon. 

Will. My liege, this was my glove; here is the 
fellow of it; and he that I gave it to in change 
promised to wear it in his cap: I promised to 
strike him, if he did: I met this man with my 
glove in his cap, and I have been as good as my 
word. 34 

Flu. Your majesty hear now,—saving your 
majesty’s manhood,—what an arrant, rascally, 
beggarly, lousy knave it is. I hope your majesty 
is pear me testimony and witness, and avouch- 
ments, that this is the glove of Alengon that your 
majesty is give me; in your conscience now. 

K. Hen. Give me thy glove, soldier: look, 
here is the fellow of it. 4 * 

’Twas I, indeed, thou promisedst to strike; 
And thou hast given me most bitter terms. 

Flu. An’t please your majesty, let his neck 
answer for it, if there is any martial law in the 
’orld. 

K. Hen. Flow canst thou make me satis¬ 
faction? 49 

Will. All offences, my lord, come from the 
heart: never came any from mine that might 
offend your majesty. 5 * 

K. Hen. It was ourself thou didst abuse. 
Will. Your majesty came not like yourself: 
you appeared to me but as a common man; 
witness the night, your garments, your lowli¬ 
ness; and what your highness suffered under 
that shape, I beseech you, take it for your own 
fault and not mine: for had you been as I took 
you for f made no offence; therefore, I beseech 
your highness, pardon me. 61 

K. Hen. Here, uncle Exeter, fill this glove 
with crowns, 

And give it to this fellow. Keep it, fellow; 

And wear it for an honour in thy cap <4 
Till I do challenge it. Give him the crowns: 
And, captain, you must needs be friends with 
mm. 

Flu. By this day and this light, the fellow 
has mettle enough in his belly. Hold, there is 
twelve pence for you, and I pray you to serve 
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God, and keep you out of prawls, and prabbles, Flu. Is It not lawful, an please your majesty, 

and quarrels, and dimensions, and, I warrant to tell *- 


you, it is the better for you. 
trill. 1 will none of your money. 

Flu. It la with a good will; I can teU you it 
will serve you to mend your shoes: come, where¬ 
fore should you be so pashful l your shoes Is not 
so good :’tis a good shilling, I warrant you, or I 
will change it. 78 

Enter an English Herald. 

X. Hen. Now.herald, are the dead number’d? 
Her. Here is the number of the slaughter’d 
French. [Delivers a paper. 

K. Hen. What prisoner* of good sort are 
taken, uncle? 81 

Exe. Charles Duke ofGrleacs, nephew to the 


JohnthJke of Bourbon, and Lord Boudqualt: __ . _ _ 

Of other lords and barons, knights and squires, I humbly pray them to admit the excuse 
Full fifteen hundred, besides common men. 

K. Hen. This note doth tell me of ten thou¬ 
sand French 

That in the field lie slain: of princes, in this 
number, 87 

And nobles bearing banners, there lie dead 
One hundred twenty-six: added to these. 

Of knights, esquires, and gallant gentlemen, 

Eight thousand and four hundred; of the which 
Fivehundred werebut yesterday dubb’dknights: 

So that, in these ten thousand they have lost. 

There are but sixteen hundred mercenaries; 

The rest are princes, barons, lords, knights, 
squires. 

And gentlemen of blood and quality. 96 

The names of those their nobles that lie dead: 

Charles Delabreth, High Constable of France; 

Jaques of Cbatfllon, Admiral of France; 

The master of the cross-bows. Lord Rambures: 

Great-master ofFrance, the brave Sir Guischard 

Dauphin; zot . ..... „ _„__ 

John Duke of Alencon; Antony Duke of h the quick forge and workiwt-house of thought, 
Brabant, . _ . __ How London doth pour out her citizens. M 

The mayor and all his brethren in best sort. 


_bow many is lulled? 124 

K. Hen. Yes, captain; but with this acknow¬ 
ledgment. 

That C d fought for us. 

Fit1. Yes,my conscience, he did us great good. 
K. Hen. Do we all holy rites: 128 

Let there be sung Non nobis and Te Deum; 
The dead with charity enclos'd in clay. 

We’ll then to Calais; and to England then. 
Where ne’er from France arriv'd more happy 
men. [Exeunt. 

ACT V 
Enter Chorus. 

Chor. Vouchsafe to those that have not read 
the story. 

That l may prompt them: and of such as hare. 


Of time, of numbers, and due course of things, 4 
Which cannot in their huge and proper life 
Be here presented. Now we bear the king 
Toward Calais: grant him there; there seen. 
Heave him away upon your winged thoughts S 
Athwart the sea. Behold, the English beach 
Pales in the flood with men, with wives, and boys. 
Whose shouts and claps out-voice the deep- 
mouth'd sea. 

Which, Wee a mighty whiffler 'fore the king, u 
Seems to prepare his way: so let him land 
And solemnly see him set on to London. 

So swift a pace hath thought that even now 
You may imagine him upon Blackheath; it 
Where that his lords desire him to have borne 
His bruised helmet and his bended sword 
Before him through the city: he forbids It, 
Being free from vainness and self-glorious 
pride; 30 

Giving full trophy, signal and ostent. 

Quite from himself, to God. But now behold. 


Tim brother to the Duke of Burgundy, 

And Edward Duke of Bar: of lusty earls, 104 
Grandprf and RoussL Fauconberg and Foht, 
Beaumont and Marie, Vatidemont and Lestnde. 
Here was a royal fellowship of death 1 
Where is the number of our English dead? 

... . . „ [Herald presents another paper. 

Edward the Duke ofYoik, the Earl of SuffoUc, 
Sir Richard Ketley, Davy Gam, esquire: 

None else of name: and of all other men in 
But five and twenty. O God! thy arm was here; 
And not to ihl but to thy arm alone. 

Ascribe we all. When, without stratagem. 

But in plain shock and even play of battle. 
Was ever known so great ana little loss 1 j« 
On one part and on the other? Take it, God, 
For it is none but tbinel 
Exe. Us wonderful! 

X. Han. Come, go we in procession to the 
viUajm: 119 

And belt death proclaimed through oar host 
To boast of this or take tbe praise ftom God 
Which is his only. 


Like to the senators of the antique Rome, 

With the plebeians swarming at their heels. 

Go forth and fetch their conquering Casar bt: 
As, by a lower but loving likelihood, 39 

Were now the general of our gracious empress ,— 
As in good time he may,—from Ireland coming. 
Bringing rebellion broached on his sword, 3s 
How many would the peaceful city quit 
To welcome him I much more, and much more 
cause. 

Did they this Harry. Now At London place Urn'; 
As yet the lamentation of the French 3* 

Invites the Xing of England’s stay at home,- 
The emperor's coming in behalf ofFrance, 

To order peace between them;—and omit 
All the occurrences, whatever chanc'd, *° 

Till Harry’s back-return again to France: 

There must we bring him; and myself have play d 

The Interim, by remembering you 'tis past. 

Then brook abridgment, ana your eyes advance. 
After your thoughts, straight back again to 
France. [Exit. 
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■Franc*. 'An English Court of 
Guard. 


Enter FLUELLEN and Gower, 

Gow. Nay, that’s right; but why wear you 
your leek to-day? Saint Davy’s day is past. 

Flu. There is occasions and causes why and 
wherefore in all things: I will tell you, asse ray 
friend. Captain Gower. The rascally, scald, 
beggarly, iousy.pragging knave,Pistol,—which 
you and yourself and all the ’orld know to be no 

S etter thanafellow,—lookyounow.ofnomerits, 
e is come to me and prings me pread and salt 
yesterday, look you, and pid me eat my leek. It 
was in a place where I could not preed no con¬ 
tention with him; but I will be so pold as to 
wear it in my cap till I see him once again, and 
then I will tell him a little piece of my desires. 

Gow. Why, here he comes, swelling like a 
turkey-cock. 16 

Enter PISTOL. 

Flu. *Tis no matter for his swellings nor his 
turkey-cocks. God pless you, Auncliie nt Pistol 1 
you scurvy, lousy knave, God pless you S 
Fist. Ha! art thou bedlam? dost thou thirst, 
base Troyan, 20 

To have me fold up Parca’s fatal web? 
Hence! I am qualmish at the smell of leek. 

Flu. I peseech you heartily, scurvy lousy 
knave, at my desires and my requests and my 


Plit. Good. 60 

Flu. Ay, leeks is good. Hold you, there is a 
groat to heal your pate. 

Fist. Me a groat 1 

Flu. Yes, verily and in truth, you shall take 
it; or I have another leek in my pocket, which 
you shall eat 66 

Fist. I take thy groat in earnest of revenge. 
Flu. If I owe you anything I will pay you in 
cudgels: you shall be a woodmonger, and buy 
nothing of me but cudgels. God be wi you, and 
keep you, and heal your pate. [Exit. 

Fist. All hell shall stir for this. 71 

Gow. Go, go; you are a counterfeit cowardly 
knave. Will you mock at an ancient tradition, 
begun upon an honourable respect and worn as 
a memorable trophy of predeceased valour, and 
dare notavouchinyourdeedsanyofyour words? 
I have seen you gleeking and galling at this 
gentleman twice or thrice. You thought be¬ 
cause he could not speak English in the native 
garb, he could not therefore handle an English 
cudgel: you find it otherwise; and henceforth 
let a Welsh correction teach you a good English 
condition. Fare ye well. [Exit. 

Fist. Doth Fortune play the huswife with 
me now? >5 

News have I that my Nell is dead i* the spital 
Of malady of France: 

And there my rendezvous is quite cut off. ss 
Old I do wax, and from my weary limbs 


petitions to eat look you, this leek; pecause. Honour is cudgelled. Well, bawdFU turn, 
look you, you do not love it, nor your affections And something lean to cutpurse of quick hand. 

. To England will I steal, and there rll steal: pa 


and your appetites and your digestions does not 
agree with it, I would desire you to eat it. as 
Fist. Not for Cadwaliader and all his goats. 
Flu. [Strikes Aim.] There is one goat for you. 
Will you be sogood, scald knave, as eat it ? 

Fist. Base Troyan, thou shall die. 3 * 

Flu. You say very true, scald knave, when 
God's will is. I will desire you to live in the 
mean time and eat vour victuals; come, there 
is sauce for it. [Strikes him again. ] You called 
me yesterday mountain-squire, but I will make 
youto-dayasquireoflowdegree. Iprayyou.fall 
to: if you can mock a leek you can eat a leek. 

Gow. Enough, captain: you have astonished 
him. 4 i 

Flu. I say, I will make him eat some part of 
my leek, or I will peat his pate four days. Bite. 


And patches will I get unto these cudgell’d scars. 
And swear I got them in the Gallia wars. [Exit. 


Scene II. —Troyes in Champagne. An Apart¬ 
ment in the French king s Palace. 

Enter, from one side, kino HENRY, BEDFORD, 
GLOUCESTER, EXETER, WARWICK, WESTMORE¬ 
LAND, and other Lords; from the other side, 
the FRENCH KING, QUEEN ISABEL, the PRINCESS 
KATHARINE, ALICE and other Ladies; the DUKE 
of burgundy, and his Train. 

K. Hen. Peace to this meeting, wherefore we 
are met! 

Unto our brother France, and to our sister. 


mv leek, or I will peat ms pate lour aays. one. yuiuuui 

I pray you: it is good for your green wound and Health and fair time of day; joy and good wishes 


your ploociy coxcomb. 4 S 

Fist. Must I bite? .... . 

Flu. Yes, certainly, and out of doubt and 

out of question too and ambiguities. 48 

Fist. By this leek, I will most horribly re¬ 
venge. I eat and eat, I swear— 

Flu. Eat, I pray you: will you have some 
more sauce to your leek? there is not enough 
leek to swear by. . _ 

Fist. Quiet thy cudgel: thou dost see I eat. 
Flu. Much good do you, scald knave, heart- 
'*■ the 


To our most fair and princely cousin Katharine; 
And, as a branch and member of this royalty, 5 
By whom this great assembly is contriv’d. 

We do salute you, Duke of Burgundy; 

And. princes French, and peers, health to yon 
all! > 

Fr. King. Right joyous are we to behold 
your face, 

Most worthy brother England; fklrly met: 

So are you, princes English, every one. 

0 . Isa. So happy be the issue, brother Eng¬ 
land, 


j&n foSkffS your broken roxwmb^hen Of this good day and£f thisRadons meeting. 
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Against the French, that met them in their 
bent, 16 

The fatal balls of murdering basilisks: 

The venom of such looks, we fairly hope. 
Have lost their quality, and that this day 
Shall change ail griefs and quarrels into love. 20 
K. Hen. Tocryameniothat,thusweappear. 
Q. Isa. You English princes all, I do salute 
you. 

Bur. My duty to you both, on equal love. 
Great Kings of France and England! That I 
have labour'd 24 

With all my wits, my pains, and strong en¬ 
deavours. 

To bring your most imperial majesties 
Unto this bar and royal interview. 

Your mightiness on both parts best can wit¬ 
ness. 28 

Since then my office hath so far prevail’d 
That face to face, and royal eye to eye. 

You have congreeted, let it not disgrace me 
If I demand before this royal view, 32 

What rub or what impediment there is. 

Why that the naked, poor, and mangled Peace, 
Dear nurse of arts, plenties, and joyful births. 
Should not in this best garden of the world, 36 
Our fertile France, put up her lovely visage? 
Alas 1 she hath from France too long been chas'd. 
And all her husbandry doth lie on heaps. 
Corrupting in its own fertility. 40 

Her vine, the merry cheerer of the heart, 
Unpruned dies; her hedges even-pleach’d, 
like prisoners wildly overgrown with hair, 
Put forth disorder’d twigs; her fallow leas 44 
The darnel, hemlock and rank fumitory 
Doth root upon, while that the coulter rusts 
That should deracinate such savagery; 

The even mead, that erst brought sweetly forth 
The freckled cowslip, bumet, and green clover. 
Wanting the scythe, all uncorrected, rank. 
Conceives by idleness, and nothing teems 51 
But hateful docks, rough thistles, kecks ies, burs. 
Losing both beauty and utility; 

And as our vineyards, fallows, meads, and 
hedges, 

Defective m their natures, grow to wildness, 
Even so our houses and ourselves and children 
Have lost, or do not team for want of time, s? 
The sciences that should become our country. 
But grow like savages,—as soldiers will. 

That nothing do but meditate on blood,— to 
To swearing and stem looks, diffus'd attire, 
And every thing that seems unnatural. 

Which to reduce into our former favour 
You are assembled; and my speech entreats 64 
That I may know the let why gentle Peace 
Should not expel these inconveniences. 

And bless us with her former qualities. 

K. Hen. -If, Duke of Burgundy, you would 
the peace, 68 

Whose want gives growth to the imperfections 
Which you have cited, you must buy that 
peace 

With full accord to all our just demands; 
Whose tenours and particular effects rs 
You have, eoschedul'd briefly, in your hands. 


Bur. The king hath heard them; to the which 
as yet 

There is no answer made. 

K. Hen. Well then the peace. 

Which you before so urg’d, lies in his answer. ?6 

Fr. King. I have but with a cursorary eye 
O’erglancd the articles: pleaseth your Grace 
To appoint some of your council presently 
To sit with us once more, with better heed 80 
To re-survey them, we will suddenly 
Pass our accept and peremptory answer. 

K. Hen. Brother, we shall. Go, uncle Exeter, 
And brother Clarence, and you, brother Glou¬ 
cester, 84 

Warwick and Huntingdon, go with the king; 
And take with you free power to ratify, 
Augment, or alter, as your wisdoms best 
Shall see advaatageable for our dignity, 88 

Anything in or out of our demands. 

And we’D consign thereto. Will you, fair sister, 
Go with the princes, or stay here with us? 

Q. Isa. Our gracious brother, 1 will go with 
them. 92 

Haply a woman’s voice may do some good 
When articles too nicely urg’d be stood on. 

K. Hen. Yet leave our cousin Katharine here 
with us: 

She is our capital demand, compris’d 96 

Within the fore-rank of our articles. 

Q. Isa. She hath good leave. 

[Exeunt all except king henrv, 
KATHARINE, and AUtE. 

K. Hen. Fair Katharine, and most fair! 
Will you vouchsafe to teach a soldier terms, 
Such as will enter at a lady’s ear, 100 

And plead his love-suit to her gentle heart? 

Hath. Your majesty sail mock at me; I can¬ 
not speak your England. 

K. Hen. O fair Katharine! If you will love 
me soundiy with your French heart, 1 will be 
glad to hear you confess it brokenly with your 
English tongue. Do you like me, Kate? 107 

Rath. Pardonnez moy, 1 Sannot tell vat is 
‘like me.’ 

K. Hen. An angel is like you, Kate; and you 
are like an angel. 

Kath. Que dit-il? que je suis semblable i les 
anges? 113 

A lice. Ouy, vrayment, sauf vostre grace, ainsi 
dit-il. 

K. Hen. I said so, dear Katharine; and I 
must not blush to affirm it. >>7 

Kath. O bon Dieu! les langues des hommes 
sont plainer des tromperies. 

K. Hen. What says she, fair one? that the 
tongues of men are full of deceits? 121 

Alice. Ouy, dat de tongues of de mans is be 
full of deceits: dat is de princess. 

K. Hen. The princess is the better English¬ 
woman. P faith, Kate, my wooing is fit for thy 
understanding: I am g!->.l thou canst speak no 
better English; for, if thoucoutdst, thou wouldst 
find me such a plain king that thou wouldst 
think I had sold my farm to buy my crown. I 
know no ways to mince it in love, but directly 

to say 'I love you:‘then, if you urge me further 



riffi I 


sure, and for the other, I have no strength in 
measure, yet a reasonable measure in strength. 
If 1 could win a lady at leap-frog, or by vaulting 
into my saddle with my armour on my back, 
under the correction of bragging be it spoken, 
I should quickly leap into a wife. Or if I might 
buffet for my love, or bound my horse for her 
favours, I could lay on like a butcher and sit 
like a jack-an-apes, never off. But before God, 
Kate, I cannot look greenly nor gasp out my 
eloquence, nor I have no cunning in protesta¬ 
tion; only downright oaths, which 1 never use 
till urged, nor never break for urging. If thou 
canst love a fellow of this temper, Kate, whose 
face is not worth sun-burning, that never looks 
in his glass for love of anything he sees there, 
let thine eye be thy cook. 1 speak to thee plain 
soldier: if thou canst love me for this, take me; 
if not, to say to thee that I shall die, is true; but 
for thy love, by the Lord, no; yet I love thee 
too. And while thou Iivest, dear Kate, take a 
fellow of plain and uncoined constancy, for he 
perforce must do thee right, because he hath 
not the gift to woo in other places; for these 
fellows of infinite tongue, that can rime them¬ 
selves into ladies’ favours, they doalways reason 
themselves out again. What! a speaker is but 
a prater; a rime is but a ballad. A good leg 
will fall, a straight back will stoop, a black beard 
will turn white, a curled pate trill grow bald, a 
fair face will wither, a ftiU eye will wax hollow, 
but a good heart, Kate, it the sun and the 
moon; or, rather, the sun, and not the moon; 
for It shines bright and never changes, but keeps 
his course truly. If thou would have such a one, 
take me; and take me, take a soldier; take a 
soldier, trice a king. And what sayest thou then to 
my love! speak, my fair, and fairly, I pray thee. 

Kath. Is it possible dat I sould love de 
enemy of Fiance? 178 

K. Hen. No; it is aot possible you should 
love the enemy of France, Kate; but, in loving 
me, you should love the friend of France; for 
I love France so wdL that I will not part with 
a village of it; I win'have it all mine: and, 
Kate, when France is mine and I am yours, 
then yours is France and you are mine. iBj 

Kath. I cannot tell vat is dat. 

K. Hen. No, Kate ? I will tell thee in French, 
which I am sure trill hang upon my tongue like 
a new-married wife about her husband’s neck, 
hardly to be shook off. Je quoad sut le posses¬ 
sion de France, et quoad vous avez le possession 
de moy ,—let me see, what then? Saint Denis 
be my speed!—k Unc vostre est France, et vous 
dues mienne. It is as easy for me, Kate, to 
conquer the kingdom, at to speak so much 
more French: I shall never move thee tat French, 
tmlees it be to laugh at me. m 


much English, danst thou love me? 20] 

Kath. 1 cannot tell. 

K. Hen. Can any of your neighbours tell, 
Kate? I’ll ask them. Come, I know thou lovest 
me; and at night when yon come into your 
closet you’ll question this gentlewoman about 
me; and I know, Kate, you will to her dispraise 
those parts in me that you love with your heart: 
but, good Kate, mock me mercifully; the rather, 
gentle princess, because I love thee cruelly. If 
ever thou be’st mine, Kate,—as I have a saving 
frith within me tells me thou Shalt,—I get thee 
with scembling, and thou must therefore needs 
prove a good soldier-breeder. Shall not thou 
and I, between Saint Denis and Saint George, 
compound a boy, half French, half English, 
that shall go to Constantinople and take the 
Turk by the beard? shall we not? what sayest 
thou, my fair flower-de-luce? 

Kath. I do not know dat. 124 

K. Hen. No: ’tis hereafter to know, but now 
to promise: do but now promise, Kate, you will 
endeavour for your French part of such a boy, 
and for my English moiety take the word of a 
king and a bachelor. How answer you, la plus 
belli Katharine du monde, mon trie chef et 
divine diesse? aji 

Kath. Y our majesti avefausse French enough 
to deceive de most sage demoiselle dat is en 
France. aj4 

K.Hen. Now, fle upon my false French 1 By 
mine honour, in true English I love thee, Kate: 
by which honour I dare not swear thou lovest 
me; yet my blood begins to flatter me that thou 
dost, notwithstanding the poorand untempering 
effect of my visage. Now beshrew my father's 
ambition! be was thinking of civil wars when 
he got me: therefore was I created with a stub¬ 
born outside, with an aspect of iron, that, when 
I come to woo ladies I fright them. But, in 
faith, Kate, the eider I wax the better I shall 
appear: my comfort is, that old age, that Si 
layer-up of beauty, can do no more spoil upon 
my face: thou hast me, if thou bast me, at the 
worst; and thou shalt wear me, if thou wear me, 
better and better. And therefore tell me, most 
fair Katharine, will you have me? Put off your 
maiden blushes: avouch the thoughts of your 
heart with rise looks of an empress; take me 
by the hand, and say 'Harry of England, I am 
thine:' which word thou shalt no sooner Mem 
mine ear wfthri, but I win tell thee aloud— 
'England Is thine, Ireland is thine, France is 
thine, and Henry Plantagenet is thine;’ who, 
though I speak it before his face, if be be not 
fellow with the best king, thou shall find the 
beet king of good fellows. Come, your annrar 
In broken music; for thy voice if music, and 
thy English broken; therefore, queen of tilt. 















HENRY V 


500 


(ACT V 


Katharine, break thy mind to me In broken 
English: wilt thou have me? 365 

Kath. Dat is as it sail please de roy mon pin. 
K. Hen. Nay, it will please him well, Kate; 
it shall please him, Kate. 368 

Kath. Den it sail also content me. 

K. Hen. Upon that I Idas your hand, and I 
call you my queen. 

Kath. Laissez, mon seigneur, laissez, laissez! 
Ma foy, ie ne veux point que vous abaissez vostre 
grandeur, en baisant la main d'une vostre in- 
digne serviteure: excusez moy, je vous supplie, 
mon tris puissant seigneur. 376 

K. Hen. Then I will kiss your lips, Kate. 
Kath. Les dames, et demoiselles, pour estre 
baisies devant leur noces, il n'est pas la cou- 
tume de France. 380 

K. Hen. Madam my in te rpreter, what says she? 
Alice. Dat it is not be de fashion pour les 
ladies of France,—I cannot tell what is baiter 
In English. 384 

K. Hen. To kiss. 

Alice. Your majesty entendre bettre que moy. 
K. Hen. It is not a fashion for the maids m 
France to kiss before they are married, would 
she say? 389 

Alice Ouy, vrayment. 

K. Hen. O Kate! nice customs curtsy to great 
Icings. Dear Kate, you and I cannot be confined 
within the weak list of a country’s fashion: we 
are the makers of manners, Kate: and the 
liberty that follows our places stops the mouths 
of all find-faults, as I will do yours, for uphold¬ 
ing the nice fashion of your country in denying 
me a kiss: therefore, patiently, and yielding 
f Kissing her]. You have witchcraft in your lips, 
Kate: there is more eloquence in a sugar touch 
of them, than in the tongues of the French 
council; and they should sooner persuade 
Harry of England than a general petition of 
monarchs. Here comes your father. 304 

Re-enter the kino and queen, burgundy, Bed¬ 
ford, GLOUCESTER, EXETER, Warwick, West¬ 
moreland, a nd other French and English 
Lords. 

Bw. God save your majesty 1 My royal 
cousin, teach you our princess English? 

K. Hen. I would have her learn, my fair 
cousin, how perfectly I love her; and that is 
good English. 309 

Bw. Is she not apt? 

K. Hen. Our tongue is rough, coz, and my 
condition is not smooth; so that, having neither 
the voice nor the heart of flattery about me, I 
cannot so conjure up the spirit of love in her, 
that he will appear fa his true likeness. 313 
Bw. Pardon the frankness of my mirth if I 
answer you for that. If you would conjure in 
her. you must make a circle; if conjure up Love 
In her in his true likeness, he must appear 
naked and blind. Can you blame her then, 
being a maid yet rosed over with the virgin 
crimson of modesty, if she deny die appearance 
Of a naked blind boy in her naked seeing self? 


It were, my lord, a hard condition for a maid 
to consign to. 33$ 

K. Hen. Yet they do wink and yield, as love 
is blind and enforces. 

Bur. They are then excused, my lord, when 
they see not what they do. 339 

K. Hen. Then, good my lord, teach your 
cousin to consent winking. 

Bw. I will wink on her to consent, my lord, 
if you will teach her to know my meaning: for 
maids, well summered and warm kept, are like 
flies at Bartholomew-tide, blind, though they 
have their eyes; and then they will endure hand¬ 
ling, which before would not abide looking on. 

K. Hen. This moral ties me over to time 
and a hot summer: and so I shall catch the 
fly, your cousin, in the latter end, and she must 
be blind too. 341 

Bw. As love is, my lord, before it loves. 

K. Hen. It is so: and you may. some of you, 
thank love for my blindness, who cannot see 
many a fair French city for one fair French 
maid that stands in my way. 348 

Fr. King. Yes, my lord, you see them per- 

E lively, the cities turned into a maid; for 
are all girdled with maiden walls that war 
never entered. 

It. Hen. Shall Kate be my wife? 

Fr. King. So please you. 3 S 3 

K. Hen. I am content; so the maiden cities 
you talk of may wait on her: so the maid that 
stood in the way for my wish shall show me the 
way to my will. 35 * 

Fr. King. We have consented to all terms of 
reason. 

K. Hen. Is’t so, my lords of England? 
West. The king hath granted every article: 
His daughter first, and men in sequel all, 381 
According to their firm proposed natures. 

Exe. Only ho ham not yet subscribed this: 
Where your majesty demands, that the King of 
France, having any occasion to write for matter 
of grant, shall name your highness in this form, 
and wim this addition, in French, Notre tris cher 
filz Henry roy d’Angleterre, Hiretier de France; 
and thus in Latin, Pracktrissimus filius noster 
Henricus, Rex Anglia, et Hares Francia. 

Fr. King. Nor this I have not, brother, so 
denied. 

But your request shall make me let it pass. 373 
K. Hen. I pray you then, in love and dear 
alliance. 

Let that one article rank with the rest; 

And thereupon give me your daughter. 

Fr. King. Take her, fair son; and from her 
blood raise up 378 

Issue to me; that the contending kingdoms 
OfFrance and England, whose very shores look 
pale 

With envy of each other’s happiness. 

May cease their hatted, and thk dear conjunction 
Plant neighbourhood and Christian-like accord 

In thdr sweet bosoms, that never war advance 
His Heeding sword ’twixt Rngi»n<t and fair 
France. 

AB. Ament J *4 



SOI 


flipn. Now, wdcomc, Kate: and bear me Then shall I rutar to Kate, tad you to me; 
witness all, And may our oaths well kept and protperooi 

Ik here I kiss her as my sovereign queen, be! [te Exeunt, 

[Flourish, 

(JJw, God, the best maktr of all marriages, Enter Qm, 

Combine your heard in one, your realms in Thus for, with routh anti ahnable pen, 
one! ' Our bending author hath pursu'd the story; 

As man and wife, being two, are one in love, 389 In little room confining mighty men, 40s 
So be there 'twixt your kingdoms such a Mangling by starts the full course of their 
spousal glory, 

That never may ill office, or fell jealousy, Small time, but in that small most greatly M 
Which troubles oft the bed of blessed marriage, This star of England: Fortune mode his sword, 

Thrust in between the paction of these king* By which the worul'sbestgardenkeaclm'il, 409 
doms, Mid of it left his son imperial lori 

To make divorce of their incorporate league; Henry the Sixth, in infant bands crown'd Xing 
That English may as French, French English' Of France ana England, did this king sum; 

men, Whose state so many had the managing, 41J 

Receive each other! GodspeakthisAmenl 396 That they lost France and made his England 
Ml, Amen! bleed: 

i Hen, Prepare we for our marriage; on Which oft our stage hath shown; and, for their 
which day, sake, 

My Lord of Buipdy, well take your oath, In your fair minds let this acceptance take, 4ifi 
And all the peers’, for surety of our leagues. 400 [Exit. 
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Kino Henry the Skin. 

Duke op Gloucester, Uncle to the King, »nd Protector. 
Duke of Bedford, Uncle to the King, Regent of France. 
Thomas Beaufort, Duke of Exeter, Great-uncle to the 
King. 

Henry Beaufort, Great-uncle to the King; Bishop of 
Winchester, and afterwards Cardinal. 

John Beaufort, Earl, afterwards Duke, of Somerset. 
Richard Plantageset, Son of Richard, late Earl of 
Cambridge; afterwards Duke of York. 

Earl of Warwick. 

Earl of Salisbury. 

Earl of Suffolk. 

Lord Talbot, afterwards Earl of Shrewsbury. 

John Talbot, his Son. 

Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March. 

Sir John Fastolte. 

Sir William Lucy. 

Sir William Glansdale. 

Sir Thomas Garqrave. 

Woodvile, Lieutenant of the Tower. Mayor of London. 
Mortimer's Keepers. A Lawyer. 


Vernon, of the White-Rose, or York Faction. 

Basset, of the Red-Rose, or Lancaster Faction. 
Charles, Dauphin, and afterwards King of France. 
Reignisr, Duke of Anjou, and titular King of Naples. 
Duke of Burgundy- 
Duke of Aixncok. 

Bastard of Orleans. 

Governor of Paris. 

Master-Gunner of Orleans, and his Son. 

General of the French Forces in Bourdeaua. 

A French Sergeant 
A Porter. 

An old Shephard, Father to Joan la Pucelle. 


Margaret, Daughter to Reignier; afterwards Biarried 
to King Henry. 

Countess of Auvergne. 

Joan la Pucelle, commonly called Joan of Arc. 


Lords, Warden of the Tower, Heralds, Officers, Soldiers, 
Messengers, and Attendants. 


Fiends appearing to La Pucelle. 

Scene. —Partly in England, and partly it France. 


ACT I 

Scene I .—Westminster Abbey. 

Dead March. Enter the Funeral of uno henry 
the fifth attended on by the dukes of BED¬ 
FORD, GLOUCESTER, and EXETER; the EARL 
OF WARWICK, the BISHOP OF WINCHESTER, 
Heralds,. Ac. 

Bed. Hung be the heavens with Mack, yield 
day to night! 

Comets, importing change of times and states. 
Brandish your crystal tresses in the sky, 

That have co'nsentetTunto Henry’s des&! s 
King Henry the Fifth, too famous to live long! 
Expand ne’er lost a king of so much worth. 

Glo. England ne’er had a king until his time. 
Virtue be had, deserving to command: 9 

His brandish’d sword did blind men with his 
beams; 

His arms spread wider than a dragon’s wings; 
His sparkling eyes, replete with wrathful fire, 11 
More dazzled and drove back his enemies 
Than mid-day sun fierce bent against their 
faces. 

What should I say ? his deeds exceed all speech: 
He ne’er lift up his hand but conquered. 16 
Ext. We mourn in black: why mourn we not 
in blood? 

Henry Is dead and never shall revive. 


Upon a wooden coffin we attend. 

And death's dishonourable victory so 

We with our stately presence glorify, 

Like captives bound to a triumphant car. 
What! shall we curse the planets of mishap 
That plotted thus our glory's overthrow? a* 
Or shall we think die subtlo-witted French 
Conjurers and sorcerers, that afraid of him. 
By magic ventes have contrived his end? 

Win. He was a king bless'd of the King of 
kings. as 

Unto the French the dteadfiil Judgment-day 
So dreadful will not be as was his sight. 

The battles of the Lord of hosts he fought: 
The church’s prayers made him so prosperous. 
Glo. The church! where Is It? Had not 
churchmen pray'd 33 

His thread of life had not so soon decay’d: 
None do you like but an effeminate, prince, 
Whom like a school-boy you may over-awe. 3 * 
Win. Gloucester, whate’er we like thou art 
protector. 

And lookest to command tbe prince and realm. 
Thy wife is proud; she holdeth thee in awe. 
More than God or religious churchmen may. 40 
Glo, Name not religion, for thou lov'st the 
flesh, 

And ne'er throughout the year to church thou 
go’st. 

Except it be to pray against thy foes. 



ACT I, SCENE Ij 

Bed. Cease, cease these jars and rest your 
minds in peace! 44 

Let’s to the altar: heralds, wait on us; 
Instead of gold we’ll offer up our arms. 

Since arms avail not, now that Henry's dead. 
Posterity, await for wretched years, 48 

When at their mothers’ moist eyes babes shall 
suck, 

Our isle be made a marish of salt tears, 

And none but women left to wail the dead. 
Henry the Fifth! thy ghost I invocate: ji 

Prosper this realm, keep it from civil broils! 
Combat with adverse planets in the heavens! 
A far more glorious star thy soul will moke. 
Than Julius Caesar, or bright— 56 


Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My honourable lords, health to you 
all! 

Sad tidings bring I to you out of France, 

Of loss, of slaughter, and discomfiture: 
Guienne, Champaigne, Rheims, Orleans, 60 
Paris, Guysors, Poictiers, are ail quite lost. 
Bed. What sayst thou, tnan, before dead 
Henry’s corse? 

Speak softly; or the loss of those great towns 
Will make him burst his lead and rise from 
death. 64 

Glo. Is Paris lost? is Roan yielded up? 

If Henry were recall'd to life again 
These news would cause him once more yield 
the ghost. 

Exe. How were they lost? what treachery 
was us'd? 68 

Mess. No treachery; but want of men and 
money. 

Among the soldiers this is muttered, 

That here you maintain several factions: 

And, whilst a field should be dispatch d and 
fought, i 1 

You are disputing of your generals. _ i 
One would have lingering wars with lithe cost; 
Another would fly swift, but wanteth wings; 

A third thinks, without expense at all, . 76 
By guileful fair words peace may be obtain d. 
Awake, awake, English nobility! 

Let not sloth dim your honoure new-begot: 
Cropp’d arc the flower-de-lucesinyour arms; 80 
Of England’s coat one half is cut away. 

Exe. Were our tears wanting to this funeral 
These tidings would callforththcir flowing tides. 
Bed. Me" they concern; Regent 
France. _ _ 

Give me my steeled coat: I’ll fight for France, 
Away with these disgraceful wailing robes! 
Wounds will I lend the French instead of eyes 
To weep their intermissive miseries. 
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Relgnier, Duke of Anjou, doth take his part; 
The Duke of Alengon flieth to his side. 

Exe. The Dauphin crowned king! all fly to 
him! 96 

O! whither shall we fly from this reproach? 
Glo. We will not fly, but to our enemies* 
throats. 

Bedford, if thou be slack, I’ll fight it out. 

Bed. Gloucester, why doubt’st thou of my 
forwardness? 100 

An army have I muster’d in my thoughts. 
Wherewith already France is overrun. 

Enter a third Messenger. 

Third Mess. My gracious lords, to add to 
your laments, 

Wherewith you now bedew KingHenry’shearse, 
I must inform you of a dismal fight 105 

Betwixt the stout Lord Talbot and the French. 
Win. What! wherein Talbot overcame? is’t 
so? 

Third Mess. O, no! wherein Lord Talbot was 
o’erthrown: 108 

The circumstance I’ll tell you more at large. 
The tenth of August last this dreadful lord. 
Retiring from the siege of Orleans, 

Having full scarce six thousand in his troop, txa 
By three-and-twenty thousand of the French 
Was round encompassed and set upon. 

No leisure had he to enrank his men; 

He wanted pikes to set before his archers; 116 
Instead whereof sharp stakes pluck'd out of 
hedges 

They pitched in the ground confusedly. 

To keep the horsemen off from breaking in. 
More than three hours the fight continued; 120 
Where valiant Talbot above human thought 
Enacted wonders with his sword and lance. 
Hundreds he sent to hell, and none durst stand 
him; 

Here, there, and every where, enrag’d he flew: 
The French exclaim’d the devil was in arms; isj 
All the whole army stood agaz’d on him. 

His soldiers, spying his undaunted spirit, 

A Talbot! A Talbot! cried out amain, 12* 
And rush’d into the bowels of the battle. 

Here had the conquest fully been seal’d up. 

If Sir John Fastolfe had not play’d the coward. 
He, being in the vaward,—plac’d behind, 132 
With purpose to relieve and follow them,— 

_ Cowardly fled, not having struck one stroke, 

I am of Hence grew the genera! wrack and massacre; 
84 Enclosed were they with their enemies. 136 

A V-...... UNIln/m */> i,rin tViA Tlaimln’nV 


A base Walloon, to win the Dauphin’s grace, 
Thrust Talbot with a spear into the back; 
Whom all France, with their chief assembled 
strength, 

Dr.- t not presume to look once m the face. 140 
bed. Is Talbot slain? then I will slay myself. 


Enter another Messenger. . 

Scc. Mei,. « V 

France is revolted from the English quite, 

Except some petty towns of no import : t 
The Dauphin Charles is crowned king in 
Rheims: , , , . ,. 92 

The Bastard of Orleans with him b join d; 


VYIU1SI SUk.ll a WU1IHJ iwuw. warning 

Unto his dastard foemen is betray’d. 144 
Third Mess. O nol he lives; but b took 
prisoner. 

Ana Lord Scales with him, and Lord Hungar- 
ford: 
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Most of the rest slaughter’d or took likewise. 
Bed. His ransom there is none but I shall 
pay: 148 

I'll hale the Dauphin headlong from his throne; 
His crown shall be the ransom of my friend; 
Four of their lords I'll change for one of ours. 
Farewell, my masters; to my task will I; 152 
Bonfires in France forthwith I am to make. 
To keep our great Saint George’s feast withal: 
Ten thousand soldiers with me I will take. 
Whose bloody deeds shall make all Europe 
quake. 156 

Third Mess. So you had need; for Orleans is 
besieg’d; 

The English army is grown weak and faint; 
The Earl of Salisbury craveth supply. 

And hardly keeps his men from mutiny, 160 
Since they, so tew, watch such a multitude. 
Exe. Remember, lords, your oaths to Henry 
sworn. 

Either to quell the Dauphin utterly. 

Or bring mm in obedience to your yoke. 164 
Bed. I do remember it; and here take my 
leave. 

To go about my preparation. t Exit. 

Glo. I'll to the Tower with all the baste 1 
can. 

To view the artillery and munition; 168 

And then I will proclaim young Henry king. 

lExit. 

Exe. To Eltham will I, where the young 
king is. 

Being ordain’d his special governor; 

And far his safety there I’ll best devise. [Exit. 
Win. Each hath his place and function to 
attend: <73 

I am left out; for me nothing remains. 

But long I will not be Jack-out-of-office. 

The king from Eltham I intend to steal, 176 
And sit at chiefest stem of public weal. [Exit. 


Char. Sound, sound alarum! we will rush on 
them. 

Now for the honour of the forlorn French! 
Him I forgive my death that killeth me 20 
When he sees me go back one foot or fly. 

I Exeunt. 

Alarums: Excursions; afterwards a retreat. 
Re-enter Charles, alencon, rjjgnier, and 
Others. 

Char. Who ever saw the like? what men 
have I! 

Dogs! cowards I dastards! I would ne’er have 
fled 

But that they left me ’midst my enemies. 24 
Reig. Salisbury is a desperate homicide; 

He fighteth as one weary of his life: 

The other lords, like lions wanting food. 

Do rush upon us as their hungry prey. 28 
Aten. Froissart, a countryman of ours, re¬ 
cords, 

England all Olivers and Rowlands bred 
During the time Edward the Third did reign. 
More truly now may this be verified; 32 
For none but Samsons and Goliascs, 

It sendeth forth to skirmish. One to ten! 
lean raw-bon’d rascals! who woulde’er suppose 
They had such courage and audacity ? 36 

Char. Let’s leave this town; for they are 
hare-brain’d slaves. 

And hunger will enforce them to be more eager: 
Of old I know them; rather with their teeth 
The walls they'll tear down than forsake the 
siege. 40 

Reig. I think, by some odd gimmals or 
device, 

Their arms are set like docks, still to strike on; 
Else ne’er could they hold out so as they do. 

By my consent, we’ll e'en let them alone. 44 
Alen. Be it so. 


Scene n. — France. Before Orleans. 
Flourish. Enter CHARLES, with his Forces: 
ALENCON, REK3NIEH, and Others. 

Char. Mars his true moving, even as in the 
heavens 

So in the earth, to this day is not known. 

Late did he shine upon the English side; 
Now we are victors; upon us he smites. 4 
What towns of any moment but we have? 

At pleasure here we lie near Orleans; 
Otberwhites the fomish’d English, like pale 
ghosts. 

Faintly besiege us one hour in a month. 8 
Alen. They want their porridge and their fat 
bull-beeves: 

Either they must be dieted like mutes 
And have their provender tied to their mouths. 
Or piteous they will look, like drowned mice. 12 
Reig. Let’s raise the siege: why live we idly 
here? 

Talbot is taken, whom we wont to fear: 
Remaineth none but mad-brain’d Salisbury, 
And he may well in fretting spend his gall; 16 
Nor men nor money hath he to make war. 


Enter the bastard of Orleans. 

Bast. Where’s the prince dauphin? I have 
news for him. 

Char. Bastard of Orleans, thrice welcome 
to us. 

Bast. Methinks your looks are sad, your 
cheer appall’d: 48 

Hath the late overthrow wrought this offence? 
Be not dismay’d, for succour is at hand: 

A holy maid hither with me I bring, 

Which by a vision sent to her from heaven 52 
Ordained is to raise this tedious siege, 

And drive the English forth the bounds of 
France. 

The spirit of deep prophecy she hath. 
Exceeding the nine sibyls of old Rome; s« 
What’s past and what’s to come she can descry. 
Speak, shall I call her in? Believe my words. 
For they are certain and unfallible. 

Char. Go, call her in. [Exit BASTARD.] But 
first, to try her skill, 60 

Reignier, stand thou as Dauphin in my place: 
Question her proudly; let thy looks be stem: 
By this means shall we sound what skill she 
hath. {Retires. 
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Ra+nter (he MMi axo or aujuaa, with iqanlk Far my profession's sacred from above: 

pucelle and Others. When I have chased all thy foe* from beoce, 

Jt tig. Fair maid, is’t thou wilt do these won- Then will I think upon a recompense. 116 

drone feats? 64 ”-*—-*- 

Joan. Rcignier, is’t thou that thickest to bo- 
guile me? 

Where Is the Dauphin? Come, come Horn be¬ 
hind; 

I know thee well, though never seen before. 

Be not amaz'd, there’s nothing hidfrom me: 68 
In private will I talk with thee apart. 

Stand back, you lords, and give us leave a while. 

Reig. She takes upon her bravely at first 

d a th, 

Joan. Dauphin, I am by birth a shepherd’s 
daughter, 73 

My wit untrain’d in any kind of art 
Heaven and our Lady gracious hath it pleas’d 
To shine on my contemptible estate: 

Lo! whilst I waited on my tender lambs, 76 
And to sun’s parching heat display’d my cheeks, 

God’s mother deigned to appear to me. 

And in a vision full of majesty 
Will’d me to leave my base vocation 
And free my country from calamity: 

Her aid she promis’d and assur'd success; 

In complete glory she reveal’d herself; 

And, whereas I was black and swart before, 84 
With those dear rays which she infus’d on me. 

That beauty am I bless’d with which you see. 

Ask me what question thou canst possible 
And I will answer unpremeditated: 

My courage try by combat, if thou dar*st. 

And thou shalt find that I exceed my sex. 

Resolve on this, thou shalt be fortunate 
If thou receive me for thy war-like mate. 


Char. Thou hast astonish’d me with thy high 



Char. Meantime look gracious on thy pros¬ 
trate thrall. 

Reig My lord, methinks, is very long in talk. 
Aler Doubtless he shrives this woman to 
her -mock: 

Else ne’er could he so long protract his speech. 
Reig. Shall we disturb him, since he keeps 
no mean? ui 

Aten. He may mean more than we poor men 
do know: 

These women are shrewd tempters with tfadr 
tongues. 

Reig. My lord, where are you? what devise 
you on? 124 

Shall we give over Orleans, or no? 

Joan. Why, no, I say, distrustful recreants! 
Fight till the last gasp; I will be your guard. 
Char. What she says. I’ll confirm :we’H fight 
it out i*B 

Joan. Assign’damlto be the English scourge. 
So This night the siege assuredly I’ll raise: 

Expect Saint Martin’s summer, halcyon days. 
Since I have entered into these wars. 13s 

Glory is like a circle in the water. 

Which never cease th to enlarge itself. 

Till by broad spreading it disperse to nought 
With Henry’s death the English circle ends; 
Dispersed are the glories it Included. 137 

Now am I like that proud insulting ship 
Which Casar and his fortune bare at once. 

Char. Was Mahomet inspired with a dove? 
Thou with an eagle art inspired then. Mi 

Helen, the mother of great Constantine, 

Nor yet Saint Philip’s daughters were like thee. 
Bright star of Venus, fall’n down on the earth. 
How may I reverently worship thee enough? 
Aten. Leave off delays ana let us raise the 
siege. 146 

Reig. Woman, do what thou canst to save 
our honours; 

Drive them from Orleans and be immortalis’d. 
Char. Presently we’ll try. Come, let’s away 
about it: 

No prophet will I trust if she prove fitlse. uo 

[Exeunt. 


88 


man 

[They fight, and JOAN la pucelle overcomes. 
Char. Stay, stay thy hands! thou art an 
Amazon, I0 4 

And lightest with the sword of Deborah. 


Scene HL— London. Before the Tower. 
Enter at the Gates the cuke of OLOUCESTB*, 
with his Serving-men, in blue coat*. 

Glo. I am come to survey the Tower this day; 
Since Henry’s death, I fear, there is conveyance. 
Where be these warders that they wait not here? 


Joan. Christ’s mother helps me, else I were Open the gatesl Tis Gloucester that.calls. 4 


too weak. 

Char. Whoe’er helps thee, ’ds thou that must 
. help me: 

Impatiently I bum with thy desire; 

My heart and hands thou hast at once subdu d. 
Excellent Pucelle, if thy name be so, 

■uet me thy servant and not sovereign be; 

Th the French Dauphin sueth to thee thus, tia 
Joan. I must not yield to any riles of love, 


[Servants knock. 
First Ward. [Within.\ Who’s there that 

ImnrJna SO imperiously? 

First Serr. It is the nobk Duke of Glouces¬ 
ter. 

Sec. Ward. [Within.] Whoe’er he be, you may 
not be let in. 

First Serv. Villains, answer you so the Lord 
Protector? 8 
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First Ward. [WitkiH.] The Lord protect him I 
eo we answer him: 

We do not otherwise than we are will’d. 

Glo. Who willed you! or whose will standi 
but mine? 

There's none protector of the realm but I. ia 
Break up the gates. I’ll be your warrantize: 
Shall I be flouted thus by dunghill grooms? 
[GLOUCESTER'S Men rush at the Tower gates, 
and WOODVILLE the Lieutenant speaks within. 
Wood. What noise is this? what traitors have 
we here? 

Glo. Lieutenant, is it you whose voice 1 hear? 
Open the gates 1 here’s Gloucester that would 
enter. n 

Wood. [ Within .] Have patience, noble Duke; 
I may not open: 

The Cardinal of Winchester forbids: 

From him I have express commandment so 
That thou nor none of thine shall be let in. 

Glo. Faint-hearted Woodvile, prizest him 
’fore me? 

Arrogant Winchester, that haughty prelate. 
Whom Henry, our late sovereign, ne’er could 
brook? 24 

Thou art no friend to God or to the king: 

Open the gates, or I’ll shut thee out shortly. 
First Ser v. Open the gates unto the Lord 
Protector; 

Or we’ll burst them open, if that you come not 
quickly. 28 

Enter winchester, attended by Serving-men in 
tawny coats. 

Win. How now, ambitious Humphrey! what 
means this? 

Glo. Peel’d priest, dost thou command me to 
be shut out ? 

Win. I do, thou most usurping proditor. 

And not protector, of the king or realm. 32 

Glo. Stand back, thou manifest conspirator. 
Thou that contriv’dst to murder our dead 
lord; 

Thou that giv’st whores Indulgences to sin: 

I’ll canvass thee in thy broad cardinal’s hat, 36 
If thou proceed in this thy insolence. 

Win. Nay, stand thou back; I will not budge 
a foot: 

This be Damascus, be thou cursed Cain, 

To slay thy brother Abel, if thou wilt. 40 

Glo. I will not slay thee, but I’ll drive thee 
hack: 

Thy scarlet robes as a child’s bearing-cloth 
IH use to carry thee out of this place. 

Win. Do what thou dar’st; I’ll beard thee to 
thy face. 44 

Glo. What! am I dar’d and bearded to my 
face?— 

Draw, men, for all this privileged place; 

Blue coats to tawny-coats. Priest, beware your 
beard; [Gloucester and his men attack the 
CARDINAL. 

I mean to tug it and to cuff you soundly. 48 
Under my feet I stamp thy cardinal’s hat. 

In spin; of pope or dignities >f church. 

Hare ty the cheeks I’ll drag thee up and down. 


Win. Gloucester, thou’lt answer this before 
the pope. fa 

Glo. Winchester goose! I cry a rope la rope 1 
Now beat them hence; why do you let them slay ? 
Thee I’ll chase hence, thou wolf in sheep's array. 
Out, tawny coats! out, scarlet hypocrite t 3s 

Here Gloucester's Men beat out the Cardinal's 
Men, and enter in the hurly-burly the Mayor 
of London and his Officers. 

May. Fie, lords 1 that you, being supreme 
magistrates. 

Thus contumeuously should break the peace! 
Glo. Peace, mayor! thou know’st little of my 
wrongs: 

Here’s Beaufort, that regards nor God nor 
King, 

Hath here distrain’d the Tower to his use. 61 
Win. Here's Gloucester, a foe to citizens; 
One that still motions war and never peace, 
O’ercharging your free purses with large fines, 
That seeks to overthrow religion 6s 

Because he is protector of the realm. 

And would have armour here out of the Tower, 
To crown himself king and suppress the prince. 
Glo. I will not answer thee with words, but 
blows. | Here they skirmish again. 

May. Nought rests for me, in this tumul¬ 
tuous strife 

But to make open proclamation. 

Come, officer: as loud as e’er thou canst; 72 
Cry. 

Off. All manner of men , assembled here in 
arms this day, against God’s peace and the 
king’s, we charge and command you, in his high¬ 
ness' name, to repair to your several dwelling- 
places; and not to wear, handle, or use, any 
sword, weapon, or dagger, henceforward, upon 
pain of death. 80 

Glo. Cardinal, I’ll be no breaker of the law; 
But we shall meet and break our minds at large. 
Win. Gloucester, we will meet; to thy cost, 
be sure: v 

Thy heart-blood I will have for this day's work. 

May. I’ll call for clubs if you will not away. 
This cardinal’s more haughty than the devil. 86 
Glo. Mayor, farewell: thou dost but what 
thou mayst. 

Win. Abominable Gloucester! guard thy head; 
For J intend to have it ere long. 

[Exeunt, severally, GLOUCESTER and WIN¬ 
CHESTER, with their Serving-mcn. 
May. See the coast clear’d, and then we will 
depart. 9° 

Good God! these nobles should such stomachs 
bear: 

I myself fight not once in forty year. [ Exeunt. 

Scene IV.— France. Before Orleans. 
Enter, on the walls, the Master-Gunner and 
his Boy. 

M. Gun. Sirrah, thou know’st how Orleans 
is besieg’d. 

And how the English have the suburbs won. 

Son. Father, I know: and oft haveihot at them. 
Howe'er unfortunate I mist’d my aim. 4 



ivl 


507 


HENRY VI, Pt I 


M. Gun. But now thou (halt not Be thou 
rul’d by me: 

Chief master-gunner am I of this town; 
Something I must do to procure me grace. 
The prince’s espials have informed me 8 
How the English, in the suburbs close entrench'd 
Wont through a secret gate of iron bars 
In yonder tower to overpeer the city. 

And thence discover how with most advantage 
They may vex us with shot or with assault. 13 
To intercept this inconvenience, 

A piece of ordnance 'gainst it I have plac’d: 
And fully even these three days have I watch’d 
If I could see them. Now, boy, do thou watch, 
For I can stay no longer. 18 

If thou spy’st any, run and bring me word; 
And thou shalt find me at the Governor’s. [Exit. 

Son. Father, I warrant you; take you no care: « 
I’ll never trouble you if I may spy them. [Exit. 

Enter, on the turrets, the lords Salisbury and 
TALBOT; SIR WILLIAM GLANSDALE, SDt THOMAS 
gargrave, and Others. 


Now it is supper-time in (Means: 

Here, through this grate, I count each one, <0 
And view the Frenchmen how they fortify: 

Let us look in; the sight will much delight thee. 
Sir Thomas Gargrave, and Sir William Gians- 
dale, 

Let me have your express opinions 64 

Where is best place to make our battery next. 
Gar. I think at the North gate; for there 
stand lords. 

Gian. And I, here, at the bulwark of the 
bridge. 

Tat. For aught I see, this city must be fam¬ 
ish’d, «s 

Or with light skirmishes enfeebled. 

1 Here they shoot. Salisbury and sm 

THOMAS GARGRAVE fall. 

Sat. O Lord! have mercy on us, wretched 
sinners. 

Gar. O Lord! have mercy on me, woeful 
man. 

Tal. What chance is this that suddenly hath 
cross'd us? 72 

Sal. Talbot, my life, my joy! again return’d 1 Speak, Salisbury; at least, if thou canst speak: 
How wert thou handled being prisoner? 24 How far’st thou, mirror_of all martial men?, 


Or by what means got’st thou to be releas’d. 
Discourse, I prithee, on this turret’s top. 

Tal. The Duke of Bedford had a prisoner 
Called the brave Lord Ponton de Santrailles; 28 
For him I was exchang’d and ransomed. 

But with a baser man at arms by far 
Once in contempt they would have barter’d me: 
Which I disdaining scorn'd, and craved death 
Rather than I would be so vile-esteem’d. 

In fine, redeem’d I was as I desir’d. 


One of thy eyes and thy cheek’s side struck off! 
Accursed tower! accursed fatal hand 7* 

That hath contriv’d this woeful tragedy! 

In thirteen battles Salisbury o’ercame; 

Henry the Fifth he first train’d to the wars; 
Whilst any trump did sound or drum struck 
up, *° 

His sword did ne’er leave striking in the field. 
33 Yet liv’st thou, Salisbuty? though thy speech 
doth fail. 


But, Oi the treacherous Fastolfe wounds my One eye thou hast to look to heaven for grace: 

heart • The sun with one eye vieweth all the world. 84 

Whom with my bare fists I would execute 3 « Heaven, be thou gracious to none alive. 

If I now had him brought into my power. If Salisbury wants mercy at thy hands! 

Sal. Yet tell’st thou not how thou wert enter- Bear hence his body; I will help to bury it. 
tain’d Sir Thomas Gargrave, hast thou any life? 88 

Tat. With scoffs and scorns and contume- Speak unto Talbot; ™y.,,h>ok °P t o hi m, 
lious taunts. Salisbury, cheer thy spirit with this comfort; 

In open market-place produc’d they me, 40 Thou shalt not die, whiles— 

To tea public spectacle to all: . He beckons with hishand and smiles onme, »2 

HereT ami they, lathe terror of the French, As who should say, When I am dead and pone. 
The scarecrow that affrights our children so. Remember to avenge me on the French. 

Then broke I from the officers that led me, 44 Ptantagenet, Iwill; and like iJje-Nero, 

And with my nails digg’d stones out of the ground Play on die lute, beholttog the towns burn: «< 
To hurl at ?he beholders of my shame. Wretched 

Whatstiristhis? What tumult‘sin the heavens? 
Whence cometh this alarum and the noise? 


My grisly countenance made othen fly. 

None durst come near for fear of sudden death. 
In iron walls they deem’d me not secure; 49 
So great fear of my name ’mongst them was 
spread 

fhat they suppos'd I could rend bars of steel 
And spurn in pieces posts of adamant: 52 

Wherefore a guard of chosen shot I had. 
That walk’d about me every minute-while; 
And if I did but stir out of my bed 
Ready they were to shoot me to the heart. 50 

, Enter the Boy with a linstock. 

Sal. I grieve to hear what torments you en¬ 
dur’d; 

But we will be reveng’d sufficiently. 


Enter u Messenger. 

Mess. My lord, my lord! the French have 
gather’d head: 10 ° 

The Dauphin, with one loan la Pucelle join'd, 
A holy propheteus new risen up 
Is come with a great power to raise the siege. 

[Here SALISBURY lifteth himself 
up and groans. 
Tal. Hear, hear how dying Salisbury doth 
'groari! i »4 

It irks his heart he cannot be reveng d. 
Frenchmen, I’ll be a Salisbury to you: 
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Pucelle or puzxeL dolphin or dogfish. 

Your hearts I’ll stamp out with my horse's heels 
And make a quagmire of your mingled brains. 
Convey me Salisbury into his tent, no 

And then we’ll try what these dastard French¬ 
men dare. 

[ Exeunt , bearing out the bodies. 


O! would I were to die with Salisbury. 

The shame hereof will make me hide my head. 

[Alarum. Retreat. Exeunt TALBOT 
and his Forces, Ac. 


Scene VI. —The Same. 


Scene V. —The Same. Before one of the Gates. 
Alarum. Skirmishings. Enter TALBOT, pursu¬ 
ing the DAUPHIN; drives him in, and exit: 
then enter JOAN LA PUCELLB, driving English¬ 
men before her, and exit after them. Then 
re-enter talbot. 

Tal. Where is my strength, my valour, and 
my force? 

Our English troops retire, I cannot stay them; 
A woman clad in armour chaseth them. 


Re-enter joan la pucelle. 


, here she comes. I’ll have a bout with thee: 
. or devil’s dam, FI 1 conjure thee: s 

1 will I draw on thee, thou art a witch. 
And straightway give thy soul tohim thou aervst. 
Joan. Come, come; *tis only I that must 
disgr 't * thee. {They fight. 

Tal. Heavens, can you suffer heu so to pre¬ 
vail? 9 

My breast m burst with straining ofmy courage. 
And from my shoulders crack my arms asunder, 
But I will chastise this high-minded strumpet rs 


Joan. Talbot, farewell; thy 
come: 


[They fifht 
y hour is n 


again. 
not yet 


I must go victual Orleans forthwith. 

lA short alarum; then LA PUCELLB enters 
the town with Soldiers. 
O’ertake me if thou canat; I scorn thy strength. 
Go. go, cheer up thy hunger-starved men; r 6 
Help Salisbury to make his testament: 

This day is ours, as many more shall be. [Exit. 
Tal. My thoughts are whirled like a potter’s 
wheel; 

I know not where I am, nor what I do: so 
A witch, by fear, not force, like Hannibal, 
Drives back our troops and conquers as she 
lists: 

So bees with smoke, and doves with noisome 
stench, 

Are ftom their hives end houses driven away, u 
They call’d us for our fierceness English dogs; 
Now, like to whelps, we crying ran away. 

[A short alarum. 

Hark, countrymen I either renew the fight 
Or tear the lions out of England’s coat; »8 
Renounce your soil, give sheep in lions’ stead: 
Sheep run not half so treacherous from the wolf. 
Or horse or oxen from the leopard, 

As you fly from your oft-subdued slaves, » 
[Alarum. Another skirmish. 
It will not be: retire into your trenches: 

You all consented unto Salisbury’s death. 
For none would strike a stroke in his revenge. 
Pucelle Is entered into Orleans 
In spite of us or aught that we could do. 


Flourish. Enter, on the walls, joan la pucelle, 
CHARLES, KHONIEJt, ALENCON, and Soldiers. 


Joan. Advance our waving colours on the 
walls; 

Rescu'd is Orleans from the English: 

Thus Joan la Pucelle hath perform’d her word. 

Char. Divineatcreature, Astrea’sdaughter, 4 
How shall I honour thee for this success’ 

Thy promises are like Adonis’ gardens. 

That one day bloom’d and fruitful were the 
next 

Fra n ce, triumph in thy glorious prophetess! 8 
Recover’d Is the town of Orleans: 

More Messed hap did ne'er befall our state. 
Reig. Why ring not out the bells throughout 
the town? 

Dauphin, command the citizens make bonfires 
And feast and banquet in the open streets, 13 
To celebrate the joy that God hath given us. 
Alen. All France will be replete with mirth 
and joy. 

When they shall bear how we have play’d the 
men. 1$ 

Char. Us Joan, not we, by whom the day is 


WVUt 

For which I will divide my crown with her; 
And all the priests and friars in my realm 
Shall in procession sing her endless praise, so 
A statelier pyramls to her I’ll rear 
Than Rhodope’s or Memphis ever was: 

In memory of her when she is dead. 

Her ashes, in an urn more precious 14 

Than the rich-jeweU’d coffer of Darius, 
Transported shall be at high-festivals 
Before the kings and queens of France. 

No longer on Saint Denis will we cry, >1 
But Joan la Pucelle shall be France’s saint 
Come in, and let us banquet royally. 

After this golden day of victory. 

[Flourish. Exeunt. 


ACT n 

Scene L —Before Orleans. 

Enter to the Gates, a French Sergeant, and 
two Sentinels. 

Serg. Sin, take your places and be vigilant 


If any noise or soldier you perceive 
Near to the walls, by some apparent sign 
Let us have knowledge at the court of guard. 4 

First Sent. Sergeant you shall. 

[Esdt Sergeant 
Thus an poor servitor*— 
When others sleep upon their quiet beds—■ 

Con i mi n'dtowatehin rtnrkne M , ra i n , s m l mi d . 
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Enter talbot, Bedford, burgundy, and Forces 
with scaling-ladders; their drums beating a 
dead march. 

Tel. Lord regent, and redoubted Burgundy, 
By whose approach the regions of Artois, » 
Walloon, and Picardy, are friends to us. 

This happy night the Frenchmen are secure, 
Having all day carous’d and banqueted; is 
Embrace we then this opportunity. 

As fitting best to quittance their deceit 
Contriv’d by art and baleful sorcery. 

Bed. Coward ofFrance I howmuch he wrongs 
his fame, is 

Despairing of bis own arm’s fortitude. 

To join with witches and the help of hell! 

Bar. Traitors have never other company. 
But what’s that Pucelle whom they term so pure! 
Tal. A maid, they say. 

Bed. A maid, and be so martial! « 

Bur. Pray God she prove not masculine ere 
long; 

If underneath the standard of the French 
She carry armour, as she hath begun. >4 

Tal. Well, let them practise and converse 
with spirits: 

God is our fortress, in whose conquering name 
Let us resolve to scale their flinty bulwarks. 
Bed. Ascend, brave Talbot; we will follow 
thee. a* 

Tal. Not all together: better far, I guess. 
That we do make our entrance several ways. 
That if it chance the one of us do fail, 

The other yet may rise against their force. 3 * 
Bed. Agreed, i’ll to yond comer. 

Bur. And I to this. 

Tal. And here will Talbot mount, or make 
his grave. 

Now, Salisbury, for thee, and for the right 
Of English Henry, shall this night appear 36 

How much in duty I am bound to both. 

[The English scale the walls, crying. Saint 
GeorgeT’ ‘A Talbot 1 ’ and all enter the town. 
First Sent. Ann, arm! the enemy doth make 
assault I 

The French leap over the Walls in their shirts. 
Enter, several ways, bastard of oruans, 
alencon, and REtGNttR, half ready, and half 
unready . 

Alen. How now, my lords! what! all un¬ 
ready so? 

Bast. Unready! ay, and glad we scap d so 
woU. 40 

Reig. Twas time, I trow, to wake and leave 
our beds. 

Hearing alarums at our chamber-doors. 

Alen. Of all exploits since first I follow d 
arms. 

Ne'er heard I of a war-like enterprise 44 

More venturous or desperate than this. 

Bast. 1 think this Talbot be a fiend of hell. 
Reig. If not of hell, the heavens, sure, favour 
him. . . 

Alen. Here cometh Charles: I marvel how 
be sped. T 

Bast. Tut Iholy Joan was his defensive guard. 


Enter Charles and Joan la pucelle. 

Char. Is this thy cunning, thou deceitful 
dame? 

Didst thou at first to flatter ns withal. 

Make us partakers of a little gain, 51 

That now our loss might be ten times so much? 
Joan. Wherefore is Charles impatient with 
his friend? 

At all times will yon have my power alike? 
Sleeping or waking must I still prevail, 56 
Or will you blame and lay the fault on me? 
Improvident soldiers! had your watch been good, 
Tlus sudden mischief never could have fiul’n. 
Char. Duke of Alencon, this was your de¬ 
fault. 

That, being captain of the watch to-night, Si 
Did look no better to that weighty charge. 

Alen. Had all your quarters been so safely 
kept 

As that whereof I had the government, 64 
We had not been thus shamefully surpris’d. 
Bast. Mine was secure. 

Reig. And so was mine, my lord. 

Char. And for myself, most part of all this 
night. 

Within her quarter and mine own precinct 6 S 
I was employ’d in passing to and fro, 

About relieving of the sentinels: 

Then how or which way should they first break 
in? 

Joan. Question, my lords, no further of the 
case, 7 i 

How or which way: 'tis sure they found some 
place 

But weakly guarded, where the breach was 
made. 

And now there rests no other shift but this; 

To gather our soldiers, scatter’d and dispers’d, 
And lay new platforms to endamage than, 77 

Alarum. Enter an English Soldier, crying, ‘A 
Talbot! a Talbot!’ They fly, leaving their 
clothes behind. 

Sold. I’ll be so bold to take what they have 
left 

The cry of Talbot serves me for a sword; 

For I have loaden me with many spoils. So 
Using no other weapon but his name. [Exit. 

Scene n.— Orleans. Within the Town. 

Enter talbot, Bedford, burgundy, a Captain, 
and Others. 

Bed. The day begins to break, and night is 
fled. 

Whose pitch}’ mantle over-vell’d the earth. 
Here sound retreat, and cease our hot pursuit. 

[Retreat sounded. 
Tal. Bring forth the body of old Salisbury, 4 
And here advance it in the market-place. 

The middle centre of this cursed town. 

Now have I paid my vow unto his soul; 

For every drop of blood was drawn from Mm t 
There hath at least five Fre n c hm e n died to¬ 
night 
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And that hereafter ayes may behold 
What ruin happen’d in revenge of him. 

Within their chiefest temple III erect n 
A tomb wherein his corse shall be interr’d; 
Upon die which, that every one may read. 
Shall be engrav'd the sack of Orleans, 

The treacherous manner of his mournful death. 
And what a terror he had been to France. 17 
But, lords, in ad our bloody massacre, 

I muse we met not with the Dauphin’s grace. 
His new-come champion, virtuous Joan of Arc, 
Nor any of his false confederates. ai 

Bed. 'Tis thought. Lord Talbot, when the 
fight began, 

Rous’d on the sudden from their drowsy beds, 
They did amongst the troops of armed men 24 
Leap o'er the walls for refuge in the field. 

Bur. Myself—as far as I could well discern 
For smoke and dusky vapours of the night— 
Am sure I scar’d the Dauphin and his trull, as 
When arm in arm they both came swiftly run¬ 
ning, 

Like to a pair of loving turtle-doves 
That could not live asunder day or night. 
After that things are set in order here, 3a 
We’D follow them with all the power we have. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Men. All hail, my lords! Which of this 
princely train 

Call ye the war-like Talbot, for his acts 
So much applauded through the realm of 
France! 36 

ted. Here is the Talbot: who would speak 
with him? 

Mat. The virtuous lady, Countess of Au¬ 
vergne, 

With modest)' admiring thy re now n . 

By me entreats, great lord, thou wouldst vouch¬ 
safe 40 

To visit her poor castle where she lies, 

That she may boast she hath beheld the man 
Whose glory fills the world with loud report 
Bur. Is it even so? Nay, that, I see our wars 
Will turn into a peaceful comic sport, 43 

When ladies crave to be encounter’d with. 
You may not my lord, despise her gentle suit 
Tal. Ne’er trust me then; for when a world 
of men 4 S 

Could not prevail with all their oratory, 

Yet hath a woman's kindness over-rul’d: 

And therefore tell her I return great thanks. 
And In submission adll attend on her. 31 

Will not your honours bear me company? 
Bed. No, truly; it is more than manners 
will j 

And 1 have heard It said, unbidden guests 
Are often welcomes! when they are gone. 36 
Tal. Well then, alone,—since there’s no re¬ 
medy,— 

I mean to prove this lady’s courtesy. 

Come hither, captain. [Whispers.] You perceive 
my mind. 

Copt. I do, my lord, and mean accordingly. 

[Exeunt 


Scene HI.— Auvergne. Court of the Castle. 

Enter the countess and her Porter. 

Count. Porter, remember what I gave in 
charge; 

And when you have done so, bring the keys to 
me. 

Port. Madam, I will. [Exit. 

Count. The plot is laid; if all things fall out 
right, 4 

I shall as famous be by this exploit 
As Scythian Tomyris by Cyrus’ death. 

Great is the rumour of this dreadful knight, 
And his achievements of no less account: S 
Fain would mine eyes be witness with mine 
ears, 

To give their censure of these rare reports. 


Enter Messenger and taubot. 

Mess. Madam, 

According as your ladyship desir'd, ra 

By message crav’d, so is Lord Talbot come. 
Count. And he is welcome. What! is this the 
man? 

Mess . Madam, it is. 

Count. Is this the scourge of France? 
Is this the Talbot, so much fear'd abroad, 16 
That with his name the mothers still their babes ? 
I see report is fabulous and false: 

I thought I should have seen some Hercules, 
A second Hector, for his gtim aspect, n. 
And large proportion of his strong-knit limbs. 
Alas! this Is a child, a silly dwarf: 

It cannot be this weak and writhled shrimp 
Should strike such terror to his enemies. 24 
Tal. Madam, I have been bold to trouble 
you; 

But since your ladyship is not at leisure. 

I'll sort some other time to visit you. 

Count. What means be now? Go ask him 
whither be goes. 2* 

Mess. Stay, my Lord Talbot; for my lady 
craves 

To know the cause of your abrupt departure. 

Tal. Marry, for that she’s in a wrong belief, 
I go to certify her Talbot’s here. 32 


Re-enter Porter, with keys. 

Count. If thou be he, then art thou prisoner. 
Tal. Prisonerl to whom ? 

Count. To me, blood-thirsty lord; 

And for that cause I train'd thee to my house. 
Long time thy shadow hath been thrall to 
me, 3 * 

For in my gallery thy picture hangs: 

Bftt now the substance shall endure the like. 
And I win chain these legs and arms of thine, 
That hast by tyranny, these many years 40 

Wasted our country, slain our citizens, 

And sent our sons and husbands captivate. 
Tal. Ha, ha, ha! , . 

Count. Laughest thou, wretch? thf mirth 
shall turn to moan. ,, .+♦ 

Tal. I laugh to see your ladyship so fopd 
To think that you have aught but Talbot* 
shadow, 
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Whereon to practise your severity. 

Count. Why, art not thou the man? 

Tal. I am, indeed. 4S 

Count. Then have I substance too. 

Tal. No, no, I am but shadow of myself: 
You are deceiv’d, my substance is nothere; 
For what you see is but the smallest part 5s 
And least proportion of humanity. 

I tell you, madam, were the whole frame here, 
It is of such a spacious lofty pitch, 

Your roof were not sufficient to contain it. 56 
Count. This is a riddling merchant for the 
nonce; 

He will be here, and yet he is not here: 

How can these contrarieties agree? 

Tal. That will I show you presently. 60 

He winds a horn. Drums strike up; a peal of 
ordnance. The Gates being forced, enter Sol¬ 
diers. 

How say you, madam ? are you now persuaded 
That Talbot is but shadow of himself? 

These are his substance, sinews, arms, and 
strength. 

With which he yoketh your rebellious necks, 64 
Razcth your cities, and subverts your towns. 
And in a moment makes them desolate. 

Count. VictoriousTalbotlpardonmyabuse: 
I find thou art no less than fame hath bruited. 
And more than may be gather’d by thy shape. 
Let my presumption not provoke thy wrath; 
For 1 am sorry that with reverence 
1 did not entertain thee as thou art. 71 

Tal. Be not dismay’d, fair lady; nor miscon- 
stcr 

The mind of Talbot as you did mistake 
The outward composition of his body. 

What you have done hath not offended me; 7* 
Nor other satisfaction do I crave. 

But only, with your patience, that we may 
Taste of your wine and see what cates you have; 
For soldiers’ stomachs always serve them well. 
Count. With all my heart, and think me 
honoured *1 

To feast so great a warrior in my house. 

lExeunt. 


War. Between two hawks, which flies the 
higher pitch; 

Between two dogs, which hath the deeper 
mouth; is 

Between two blades, which bears the better 
temper; 

Between two horses, which doth bear him best; 
Between two girls, which hath the merriest eye; 
I have perhaps, some shallow spirit of judg¬ 
ment; i« 

But in these nice sharp quillets of the law. 
Good faith, 1 am no wiser than a daw. 

Plan. Tut, tutl here is a mannerly forbear¬ 
ance: 

The truth appears so naked on my side, so 
That any purblind eye may find it out. 

Som. And on my aide it is so well apparell’d, 
So clear, so shining, ' td so evident, 

That it will glimmer through a blind man’s eye. 
Plan. Since you are tongue-tied, and so loath 
to speak, as 

In dumb significants proclaim your thoughts: 
Let him that is a true-born gentleman. 

And stands upon the honour of his birth, z8 
If he suppose that I have pleaded truth, 

From off this brier pluck a white rose with me. 
Som. Let him that is no coward nor no flat¬ 
terer. 

But dare maintain the party of the truth, 3s 
Pluck a red rose from off this thorn with me. 
War. I love no colours, and, without all 
colour 

Of base insinuating flattery 
I pluck this white rose with Plantagenet. 36 
Suf. I pluck this red rose with young Somer¬ 
set: 

And say withal I think he held the right 
Ver. Stay, lords and gentlemen, and pluck 
no more. 

Till you conclude that he, upon whose side 40 
The fewest roses are cropp’d from the tree. 
Shall yield the other in the right opinion. 

Som. Good Master Vernon, it is weU ob¬ 
jected: 

If I have fewest I subscribe in silence. 44 

Plan. And I. 

Ver. Then for the truth and plainness of the 


Scene IV.— London. The Temple Garden. 
Enter the EARLS OF SOMERSET, Suffolk, and 
Warwick; richabd plantaoenet, vernon, 
and a Lawyer. 

Plan. Great lords, and gentlemen, what 
means silence? 

Dare no man answer in a case of truth? 
Sjd^Within the Temple hall we were too 

The garden here is more convenient. 4 

Plan. Then say at once if I maintain d the 
truth. 

Or else was wrangling Somerset in the error? 

Suf. Faith, I hive been a truant in the law. 
And never yet could frame my will to it; • 
And there f ore frame the law unto my win. 

Sam. Judge you, my Lord Of Warwick, then, 

b et we en us. 


case, 

I pluck this pale and maiden blossom here. 
Giving my verdict on the white rose side. 4S 
Som. Prick not your Anger as you pluck it off. 
Lest bleeding you do paint the white rose red. 
And fall on my side so, against your will. 

Ver. If I, my lord, for my opinion bleed, $2 
Opinion shin be surgeon to my hurt. 

And keep me on the side where still I am. 
Som. Well, well, come on; who else? 

Law. [To somerset.] Unless my study and 
my books be false. ;6 

The argument you held was wrong in you. 

In sign whereof I pluck a white rose too. 

Plan. .Now, Somerset, where is your argu¬ 
ment? 

Som. ESflMg in my scabbard; meditating 

that to 

Shall dye your white race in a bloody red. 
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Plan, Meantime, your cheeks do counterfeit 
our roses; 

For pale they look with fear, aa witnessing 
The truth on our side. 

Som. No, Plantagenet, «4 

Tis nor for fear but anger that thy cheeks 
Blush for pure shame to counterfeit our roses. 
And yet thy tongue will not confess thy error. 
Plan. Hath not thy rose a canker, Somerset ? 
Som. Hath not thy rose a thorn. Flan ta¬ 
pe net! 69 

Plan. Ay, sharp and piercing, to maintain 
his truth; 

Whiles thy consuming canker eats his falsehood, 
Som. Well, I’ll tod friends to wear my bleed¬ 
ing roses, 71 

That shall maintain what I have said is true. 
Where false Plantagenet dare not be seen. 

Plan. Now, by Oils maiden blossom in my 
hand, 

I scorn thee and thy faction, peevish boy. 7 « 
Suf. Turn not thy scorns this way, Planta¬ 
genet. 

Plan. Proud Pole, I will, and scorn both him 
and thee. 

Suf. I’ll turn my part thereof into thy throat. 
Som. Away, away Igood William de la Pole: 
We grace the yeoman by conversing with him. 
War. Now, by God’s will thou wrong'st him, 
Somerset: is 

His grandfather was Lionel, Duke of Clarence, 
Third son to the third Edward, King of England. 
Spring crestless yeomen from so deep a root? 

Plan. He bears him on the place’s privilege. 
Or durst not for his craven heart, say thus. 
Som. By Him that made me, I’ll maintain 
my words ss 

On any plot of ground in Christendom. 

Was not thy father, Richard Earl of Cambridge, 
For treason executed in our late king’s days? 
And, by bis treason stand’st not thou attainted. 
Corrupted, and exempt from ancient gentry? 
His trespass yet lives guilty in thy blood; 94 
And. till thou be restor’d, thou art a yeoman. 

Plan. My father was attached, not attainted 
Condemn’d to die for treason, but no traitor; 
And that I'll prove on better men than Somerset, 
Were growing time once ripen’d to my will. 
For your partaker Pole and you yourself, 100 
I’ll note yon in my book of memory. 

To scourge you for this apprehension: 

Look to it well and say yon are well warn’d. 
Som. Ah, thou shalt find us ready for thee 
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How I am brav’d and most perforce 


still, 


And know ns by these colours for thy foes; 
For these my friends in spite of tbee shall wear. 

Plan. And, by mysouL mis pale an d a n g r y rose. 
As cognizance of my blood-drinking tote, 108 
Will I for ever and my faction wear. 

Until It wither with me to my grave 
Or Sourish to the height of my degree. 

Suf. Go forward, and be chok'd with thy 
ambition: m 

And so farewell until I meet tbee next (Exit. 
Som. Have with thee, Pole. Farewell, am¬ 
bitious Richard. [Exit. 


Plan. 
endure itl 

War. This blot that they object against your 
house 11* 

Shall be wip’d our in the next parliament, 
Call'd for the truce of Winchester and Glouces¬ 
ter; 

And If thou be not then created York, 

I will not Jive to be accounted Warwick. 120 
Meantime in signal of my love to thee. 
Against proud Somerset and William Pole, 
Will I upon thy party wear this rose. 

And here I prophesy: this brawl to-day, 124 
Grown to this faction in the Temple garden. 
Shall send between the red rose and the white 
A thousand souls to death and deadly night. 
Plan. Good Master Vernon, I am bound to 
you, 12S 

That you on my behalf would pluck a flower. 
Ver. In your behalf still would I wear the 
same. __ 

Law. And so will L 

Plan. Thanks, gentle dr. 13s 

Come, let us four to dinner: I dare say 
This quarrel will drink blood another day. 

(Exeunt. 

Scene V.— London. A Room In the Tower. 

Enter moktwek, brought In a chair by 
two Gaolers. 

Mor. Kind keepers of my weak deca;ing age, 
Let dying Mortimer here rest himself. 

Even like a man new haled from the rack. 

So fare my limbs with long imprisonment; 4 
And these gray locks, the pursuivants of death, 
Nestor-lflte aged, in an age of care. 

Argue the end of Edmund Mortimer. 

These eyes, like lamp* whose wasting oil is 
spent, s 

Wax dim, as drawing to their exigent: 

Weak shoulders, overbo: ;i:i with burdening grief, 
And pithless arms, like t* a wither’d vine 
That droops his sapless branches to the ground: 
Yet are these feet, whose strengthless stay is 
numb, 13 

Unable to support this lump of day. 
Swift-winged with desire to get a grave, 

As witting I no other comfort have. is 

Ait tell me, keeper, will my nephew come? 
First Keep. Richard Plantagenet, my lord, 
will come: 

We sect unto the Temple, unto his chamber; 

104 And answer was return'd that he will come, aa 


Mor. Enough: my soul shall then be satisfied. 
Poor gentleman! his wrong doth equal mine. 
Since Henry Monmouth first began to reign, 
Before whose glory I was great in arms, 24 
This loathsome seat estration have I had; 

And even since then hath Richard been obscurd, 
Depriv’d of honour and inheritance. 

But now the arbitrator of domain, »* 

Just death, kind umpire of man’s miseries, 

I would his^^^MUcn^ were expir’d. 
That so he might recover what was last, P 



icna v] 

Enter Richard elantaoenet. 

First Keep. My lord, you* loviug nephew 
now u come. 

Mor. Richard Plantagenet, my friend, ii he 
come? 

Plan. Ay, noble uncle, thus ignobly us'd, 
Your nephew, late despised Richard, comes 36 
A lor. Direct mine arms I may embrace his 
neck, 

And in hi-, bosom spend my latter gasp; 

O! tell me when my lips do touch his cheeks. 
That 1 may kindly give one fainting kiss. 30 
And now declare, sweet stem from York's great 
stock, 

Why didst thou say of late thou wert despis’d? 
Plan. First, lean thine aged back against 
mine arm; 

And in that ease. I’ll tell thee my disease. 44 
This day, in argument upon a case, 

Some words there grew 'twist Somerset and me; 
Among which terms he us’d a lavish tongue 
And did upbraid me with my father's death; 4 * 
Which obloquy set bars before my tongue. 

Else with the like 1 had requited him. 
Therefore, good unde, for my father's sake. 
In honour of a true Plantagenet, 52 

And for alliance sake, declare the cause 
My father, Earl of Cambridge, lost his head. 
Mor. That cause, fair nephew, that im¬ 
prison’d me. 

And hath detain'd me all my flow’nng youth s« 
Within a loathsome dungeon, there to pine, 
Was cursed instrument of his decease. 

Plan. Discover more at large what cause that 
was. 

For 1 am ignorant and cannot guess. 60 
Mor. 1 will, if that my fading breath permit. 
And death approach not ere my talc be done. 
Henry the Fourth, grandfather to this king. 
Depos’d his nephew Richard, Edward s son, 64 
The first-begotten, and the lawful heir 
Of Edward king, the third of that descent: 
During whose reign the Percies of the North, 
Finding his usurpation most unjust, 68 

Endeavour'd my advancement to the throne. 
The reason mov'd these warlike lords to this 
Was, for that—young King Richard thus re¬ 
mov’d, 

leaving no heir begotten of his body— 72 

I was the next by birth and parentage; 

For by my mother I derived am . 

From Lionel Duke of Clarence, the third son 
To King Edward the Third; wheteas he 7 * 
From John of Gaunt doth bring his pedigree. 
Being but fourth of that heroic line. 

But mark: as, in this haughty great attempt 
They laboured to plant the rightful heir, 80 
I lost my liberty, and they their lives. 

Long after ihis, when Henry the Fifth 
Succeeding his father Bolingbroke, did reign, 
Thy father, Earl of Cambridge, then deriv d 84 
From famous Edmund Langley, Duke of York, 
, Marrying my sister that thy mother was. 
Again m pity of my hard distress 
Levied an army, weening to redeem 8 * 

And have install'd me in the diadem; 
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But, as thereat, so fell that noble earl. 

And was beheaded. Thus the M o r ti m ers, 
la whom the title rested, were sup p r e ss 'd. 92 
Plan. Of which, my lord, your honour is the 


Mor. True; and thou scest that I no Issue 
have. 

And that my (hinting words do warrant death: 
Ihou art my heir; the rest 1 wish thee gather: »6 
But yet be wary in thy studious care. 

Plan. Thy grave admonishments prevail with 

ny ., 

But yet methinks my father's execution 
Was nothing less than bloody tyranny. roo 
Mor. With silence, nephew, be thou politic: 
Strong-fixed is the house of I ancaster, 

And nice a mountain, not to be remov’d. 

But now thy unde is removing hence, 104 
As princes do their courts, when they are cloy'd 
With long continutnce in a settled place. 

Plan. O uncle 1 would some part of my young 
years 

Might but redeem the patsa, e of your age. >08 
Mor. Thou dost then Wiong me,—as the 
slaughterer doth. 

Which givethmany wounds when one will kill. — 
Mourn not, except thou sorrow for my good; 
Only give order tor on funeral: its 

And so farewell; end lair in- all thy hopes 
And prosperous be th<r life m peace and warl 

(Dies. 

Plan. And peace, no war, befall thy parting 
soul! 

In prison hast thou spent a pilgrimage, u« 
And like a hermit ovcip,..,s ,1 thy days. 

Well, I will lock his counsel 11, rr.y breast; 

And what I do imag ue it" that rest. 

Keepers, convey him tu-n, e. and I myself 120 
Will see his buriai bettci man his life. 

[Exeunt Kee, ,rs. hearing out the body 
of MORTIMER. 

Here dies It* dusky to. h of Mortimer, 

Chok'd w th ur.tutkni ol tin meaner sort: 
And, for t hus; wrongs, those bitter injuries, 124 
Which Somert t hath offer’d to my house, 

I doubt not but with honour to redress; 

And therefore haste I to the parliament. 

Either to be revered to my Hood. 128 

Or make my ill the advantage of my good. 

[Exit. 

ACT m 

Scene J -London. The Parliament House. 

Flou. ish. Enter king henry, exeter, Glou¬ 
cester, WARWICK, SOMERSET, and SUFFOLK J 
the BISHOP OF WINCHESTER, RICHA RD PLANTA¬ 
GENET, and Others. GLOUCESTER offers to pus 
up a bill ■ WINCHESTER snatches it, and Wars it. 

Win. Cora'st thou with deep premeditated 
lines, 

With written pamphlets studiously devis’d, 
Humphrey of Gloucester? Ifthoucanst accuse. 
Or aught intend’K to lay un 0 my charge, 4 
Do it without invention, suddenly; 
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At I, with sudden and extemporal speech 
Purpose to answer what thou canst object. 
Glo. Presumptuous priest I this place com¬ 
mands my patience 8 

Or thou shouldst find thou hast dishonour'd me. 
Think not, although in writing I preferr'd 
The manner of thy vile outrageous crimes, 
That therefore 1 have forg'd, or am not able o 
Verbatim to rehearse the method of my pen: 
No, prelate; such is thy audacious wickedness, 
Thy lewd, pestiferous, and dissentious pranks, 
As very infants prattle of thy pride. 16 

Thou art a most pernicious usurer, 

Froward by nature, enemy to peace; 
Lascivious, wanton, more than well beseems 
A man of thy profession and degree; 20 
And for thy treachery, what’s more manifest? 
In that thou laid’st a trap to take my life 
As well at London Bridge as at the Tower. 
Beside, I fear me, if thy thoughts were sifted, 24 
The king, thy sov’reign, is not quite exempt 
From envious malice of thy swelling heart. 
Win. Gloucester, I do defy thee. Lords, 
vouchsafe 

To give me hearing what I shall reply. 28 
If I were covetous, ambitious, or perverse, 

As he will have me, how am I so poor? 

Or how haps it I seek not to advance 
Or raise myself, but keep my wonted calling ? 32 
And for dissension, who preferreth peace 
More than I do, excep. I be provok’d? 

No, my good lords, it is not that offends; 

It is not that that hath incens'd the duke: 

It is, because no one should sway but he; 

No one but he should be about the king; 

And that engenders thunder in his breast. 

And makes him roar these accusations forth. 40 
But he shall know I am as good— 

Glo. As good! 

Thou bastard of my grandfather! 

Win. Ay, lordly sir; for what are you, I pray. 
But one imperious in another's throne? 44 
Glo. Am I not protector, saucy priest? 

Win. And am not I a prelate of the church? 
Glo. Yes, as an outlaw in a castle keeps. 

And useth it to patronage hit theft. 48 
Win. Unreverent Gloucester! 

_ Glo. Thou art reverent, 

Touching thy spiritual function, not thy life. 
Win. Rome shall remedy this. 

War. Roam thither then. 

Som. My lord, it were your duty to forbear. 
War. Ay, see the bishop be not overborne. 
Som. Methinks my lord should be religious. 
And know the office thaj belongs to such. 

War. Methinks his lordship should be 
humbler; 36 

It fitteth not a prelate so to plead. 

Som. Yes, when his holy state is touch'd so 
near. 
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Must your bold verdict enter talk with lords?’ 


3 « 


Else would I have a fling at Winchester. 64 
K. Hen. Uncles of Gloucester and of Win¬ 
chester, 

The special watchmen of our English weal, 

I would prevail, if prayers might prevail. 

To join your hearts in love and amity. 68 
Ol what a scandal is it to our crown. 

That two such noble peers as ye should jar. 
Believe me, lords, my tender years can tell 
Civil dissension is a viperous worm, 71 

That gnaws the bowels of the commonwealth. 

[A noise within; ‘Down with the tawny coats 1' 
What tumult’s this? 

War. An uproar, I dare warrant. 

Begun through malice of the bishop’s men. 

IA noise again within; ‘Stones! Stones 1’ 
Enter the Mayor of London, attended. 

May. O, my good lords, and virtuous Henry, 
Pity the city of London, pity us! 77 

The bishop and the Duke of Gloucester’s men. 
Forbidden late to cany any weapon, 

Have fill’d their pockets full of pebble stones, 80 
And banding themselves in contrary parts 
Do pelt so fast at one another’s pate, 

That many have their giddy brains knock'd 
out: 

Our windows are broke down in every street, 84 
And we for fear compeli’d to shut our shops. 

Enter, skirmishing, the Serving-men of Glou¬ 
cester and Winchester, with bloody pates. 

K. Hen. We charge you, on allegiance to 
ourself. 

To hold your slaught*ring hands, and keep the 
peace.— 

Pray, unde Gloucester, mitigate this strife, sa 
First Serv. Nay, if we be forbidden stones, 
we’U fall to it with our teeth. 

Sec. Sen. Do what ye dare, we are as 
resolute. [ Skirmish again. 

Glo. You of my household, leave this peevish 
broil, 92 

And set this unaccustom’d fight aside. 

Third Sen. My lord, we know your Grace to 
be a man 

Just and upright, and, for your royal birth. 
Inferior to none out to his majesty; 96 

And ere that we will suffer such a prince. 

So kind a father of the commonweal, 

To be disgraced tty an inkhom mate. 

We and our wives and children all will fight, too 
And have our bodies slaught'red by thy foes. 
First Sen. Ay, and the very parings of our 
nails 

Shall pitch a field when we are dead. 

[Skirmish again. 
Glo. Stay, stay, I sayl 

And, if you love me, as you say you do, >°s 
War. State holy, or un h a lki w d, what of Let me persuade you to forbear a while, 
ibat? A. Hen. OI how this discord doth afflict my 

Is not his Grace protector to the king? 60 soul! 

Plan. [Aside.] Plantagenet, I see, must hold Can you, my Lord of Winchester, behold 
ms tongue. My sighs and tears and will not once relent? tot 

Lest it be said. Speak, sirrah, when you should; Who should be pitiful If you be not? 
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Or who should study to prefer a peace 
If holy churchmen take delight in broils? 

War. Yield, my Lord Protector; yield, Win¬ 
chester; 112 

Except you mean with obstinate repulse 
To slay your sov'reign and destroy the realm. 
You see what mischief and what murder too 
Hath been enacted through your enmity: 116 
Then be at peace, except ye thirst for blood. 
Win. He shall submit or I will never yield. 
Glo. Compassion on the king commands me 
stoop; 

Or I would see his heart out ere the priest iso 
Should ever get that privilege of me. 

War. Behold, my Lord of Winchester, the 
duke 

Hath banish'd moody discontented fury. 

As by his smoothed brows it doth appear: 124 
Why look you still so stem and tragical? 

Glo. Here, Winchester, I offer thee my hand. 
K. Hen. Fie, uncle Beaufortl I have heard 
you preach. 

That malice was a great and grievous sin; 128 
And will not you maintain the thing you teach, 
But prove a chief offender in the same? 

War. Sweet king! the bishop hath a kindly 
gird. 

For shame, my Lord of Winchester, relent! 132 
What! shall a child instruct you what to do? 
Win. Well, Duke of Gloucester, I will yield 
to thee: 

Love foi thv love and hand for hand I give. 
Glo. [Aside.] Ay ; but I fear me, with a hollow 
heart. 136 

See here, my friends and loving countrymen, 
This token serveth for a flag of truce, 

Betwixt ourselves and all our followers. 

So help me God, as I dissemble not! 140 
Win. [Aside.] So help me God, as I intend it 
not! 

K. Hen. O loving uncle, kind Duke of Glou- 


cester. 

How joyful am I made by this contract! 
Away, my masters! trouble us no more; 144 
But join in friendship, as your lords have done. 
First Serv. Content: I’ll to the surgeon’s. 
Sec. Serv. And so will I. 

Third Serv. And I will see what physic the 
tavern affords. 

[Exeunt Mayor, Serving-men, Ac. 
War. Accept this scroll, most gracious sove¬ 
reign, M* 

Which in the right of Richard Plantagenet 
We do exhibit to your majesty. 

Glo. Well urg’d, my Lord of Warwick: for, 
sweet prince. 

An if your Grace mark every circumstance, 152 
You have great reason to do Richard right; 
Especially for those occasions 
At Eltham-place I told your majesty. 

K. Hen. And those occasions, uncle, were of 
force: * 5 6 

•Therefore, my loving lords, our pleasure is 
That Richard be restored to his Blood. 

War. Let Richard be restored to his blood; 
So shall his father’s wrongs be recompens d. 160 


Win. As will the rest, so willeth Winchester. 
K. Hen. If Richard will be true, not that 
alone. 

But all the whole inheritance I give 

That doth belong unto the house of York, 164 

From whence you spring by lineal descent. 

Flan. Thy humble servant vows obedience. 
And humble service till the point of death. 
K.Hen. Stoop then and set your knee against 
my foot; 168 

And, in reguerdon of that duty done, 

I girt thee with the valiant sword of York: 

Rise, Richard, like a true Plantagenet, 

And rise created princely Duke of York. 172 
Plan. And so thrive Richard as thy foes may 
fall! 

And as my duty springs, so perish they 
That grudge one thought against your majesty I 
All. Welcome, high prince, the mighty Duke 
of York! 176 

Som. [Aside.] Perish, base prince, ignoble 
Duke of York! 

Glo. Now, will it best avail your majesty 
To cross the seas and to be crown’d in France. 
The presence of a king engenders love r8o 

Amongst his subjects and his loyal friends, 

As it disanimates his enemies. 

K. Hen. When Gloucester says the word. 
King Henry goes; 

For friendly counsel cuts off many foes. 184 

Glo. Your ships already are in readiness. 

[Flourish. Exeunt all except exetek. 
Exe. Ay, we may march in England or in 
France, 

Not seeing what is likely to ensue. 

This late dissension grown betwixt the peers 
Bums under feigned ashes of forg’d love 
And will at last break out into a name: 

As fester’d members rot but by degree, 

Till bones and flesh and sinews fall away, 192 
So will this base and envious discord breed. 
And now I fear that fatal prophecy 
Which in the time of Henry, nam’d the Fifth, 
Was in the mouth of every sucking babe; 196 
That Henry bom at Monmouth should win afl; 
And Henry bom at Windsor should lose all: 
Which is so plain that Exeter doth wish 
His days may finish ere that hapless time. 200 

[Exit. 

Scene U. — France. Before Roan. 

Enter joan la fucellb, disguised, and Soldiers 
dressed like countrymen, with sacks upon their 
backs. 

Joan. These are the city gates, the gates of 
Roan, 

Throu gh which our policy must make a breach: 
Take heed, be wary how you place your words; 
Talk like the vulgar sort of market-men 4 
That come to gather money for their com. 

If we have entrance,—as I hope we shall,— 
And that we And the slothful watch but weak. 
I’ll by a sign give notice to our friends, 8 
That Charles the Dauphin may encounter them. 
First Sold. Our sacks shall be a mean to sack 
the city. 
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And we be lord* and ruler* over Roan: 
Therefore we’ll knock. [Jtnodfcs. 

Guard. [Within.] Qui est lit 13 

Joan. Paisans, pauvres gens de France: 

Poor market-folks that come to sell their corn. 
Guard. [Opening the gates.] Enter, go in; the 
market-bell is rung. 16 

Joan. Now, Roan, I'll shake thy bulwarks 
to the ground. 

[joan la pucelle, Ac., enter the city. 

Enter Charles, the bastard or Orleans, 
alencon, and Forces. 

Char. Saint Denis bless this happy strata¬ 
gem! 

And once again we’ll sleep secure in Roan. 
Bast. Here enter’d Pucelle and her prac- 
tisants; so 

Now she is there how will she specify 
Where is the best and safest passage in? 

Aten. By thrusting out a torch from yonder 
tower; 

Which, once discern’d, shows that her mean¬ 
ing is, 14 

No way to that, for weakness, which she enter’d. 


Enter JOAN la pucelle on a battlement, holding 
out a torch burning. 

Joan. Behold! this is the happy wedding 
torch 

That joineth Roan unto her countrymen, 17 
But burning fatal to the Talbotites! [Exit. 
Bast. See, noble Charles, the beacon of our 
friend. 

The burning torch in yonder turret stands. 

Char. Now shine it like a comet of revenge, 
A prophet to the fail of all our foes! 32 
Alen. Defer no time, delays have dangerous 
ends; 

Enter, and cry ‘The Dauphin!* presently, 

And then do execution on the watch. 

[They enter the town. 

Alarum. Enter talbot in an Excursion. 

Tal. Franee, thou shalt rue this treason with 
thy tears, 36 

If Talbot but survive thy treachery. 

Pucelle, that witch, that damned sorceress, 
Hath wrought this hellish mischief unawares. 
That hardly w e escap'd the pride of France. 40 

[Exit. 

Alarum: Excursions. Enter from the town, BED¬ 
FORD. brotieht in sick in a chair. Enter ixustn 
and burgundy, and the English Forces. Then, 
enter on :he vails JOAN LA PUCELLE, CHARLES, 
the bastard of Orleans, alencon, and 
Others. 

Joan. Good morrow, gallants I Want ye 
core for bread? 

I think the Duke of Burgundy will fast 
Before he'll buy again at such a rate. 

’Twas full of darnel: do you like the taste? 44 
Bur. Scoff on, vile Bend and shameless 
courtezan 1 

trust ere long to choke thee with thins own, 


And make thee curse the harvest of that corn. 
Char. Your Grace may starve perhaps, be¬ 
fore that time. 4S 

Bed. OI let no words, but deeds, revenge this 
treason) 

Joan. What will you do, good grey-beard? 
break a lance. 

And run a tilt at death within a chair? 

Tal. Foul fiend of France, and hag of all 
despite, 32 

Encompass'd with thy lustful paramount 
Becomes it thee to taunt bis valiant age 
And twit with cowardice a man half dead? 
Damsel, I'll have a bout with you again, 5$ 
Or else let Talbot perish with this shame. 
Joan. Are you so hot, sir? Yet, Pucelie, hold 
thy peace: 

If Talbot do but thunder, rain will follow. 

[talbot and the rest consult together. 
God speed the parliament! who shall be the 
speaker? 60 

Tal. Dare ye come forth and meet us in the 
field? 

Joan. Belike your lordship takes us then for 
fools, 

To try if that our own be ours or no. 

Tal. I speak not to that railing Hecate, 64 
But unto thee, Alencon, and the rest; 

Will ye, like soldiers, come and fight it out? 
Alen. Signior, no. 

Tat. Signior, hang! base muleters of 
France! at 

Like peasant foot-boys do they keep the walls, 
And dare not take up aims like gentlemen. 
Joan. Away, captains! let's get us from the 
walls; 

For Talbot means no goodness, by his looks. 72 
God be wi' you, my ford! we came but to tell 
you 

That we are here. 

[Exeunt Joan la pucelle, Ac., 
v from the Walls. 
Tal. And there will we be too, ere it be long. 
Or else reproach be Talbot's greatest famel 76 
Vow, Burgundy, by honour of thy house.— 
Prick’d on by public wrongs sustain'd in 
France,— 

Either to get the town again, or die; 

And I, as sure as English Henry lives, 80 
And as his father here was conqueror. 

As sure as in this late-betrayed town 
Great Cceur-de-lion's heart was buried. 

So sure I swear to get the town or die. *4 
Bur. My vows are equal partners with thy 
vows. 

Tal. But, ere we go, regard this dying prince. 
The valiant Duke of Bedford. Come, my lord. 
We will bestow you in some better place, 88 
Fitter for richness and for crazy age. 

Bed. Lord Talbot, do not so dishonour me: 
Here will I sit before the walls of Roan, 

And will be partner of your weal or woe. 91 
Bur. Courageous Bedford, let us now per¬ 
suade you. 

Bed. Not to be cone from hence; for on re I 
read, 
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That stout Pendragon in his litter, sick, 

Caine to the field and vanquished his foes: 96 
Methinks 1 should revive the soldiers’ hearts. 
Because I ever found them as myself. 

Tat. Undaunted spirit in a dying breast! 
Then be it so: heavens keep old Bedford 
safel 100 

And now no more ado, brave Burgundy. 

But gather we our forces out of hand, 

And set upon our boasting enemy. 

[Exeunt all but Bedford and Attendants. 

Alarum: Excursions; in one of which, enter SIR 
john fastolfe and a Captain. 

Cap. Whither away, Sir John Fastolfe, in 
such haste; 104 

Fast. Whither away! to save myself by flight: 
We are like to have the overthrow again. 

Cap. What! will you fly, and leave Lord 
Talbot ? 

Fast. Ay, 

All the Talbots in the world, to save my life. 

Cap. Cowardly knight! ill fortune foliow 
thee! [Exit. 

Retreat. Excursions. Re-enter, from the town, 
JOAN l-A FTJCH.U, ALENfON, CHARLES, &C., 
and exeunt, flying. 

Bed. Now, quiet soul, depart when Heaven 
please, no 

For I have seen our enemies’ overthrow. 
What is the ti ust or strength of foolish man? 
They, that of late were daring with their scoffs 
Are glad and fain by flight to save themselves. 

(Dies, and is carried off in his chair. 

Alarum. Re-enter TALBOT, BURGUNDY, 
and Others. 

Tal. Lost, and recover'd in a day again 1 
This is a double honour. Burgundy: n 6 

Yet heavens have glory for this victory! 

Bur. Warlike and martial Talbot, Burgundy 
Enshrines thee in his heart, and there erects 
Thy noble deeds as valour’s monument. 120 
Tal. Thanks, gentle duke. But where is 
Pucelle now? 

1 think her old familiar is asleep. 

Now where’s the Bastard’s braves, and Charles 
his gleeks? 

What! all amort? Roan hangs her bead for 
grief, 124 

That such a valiant company are fled. 

Now will we take some order in the town. 
Placing therein some expert officers. 

And then depart to Paris to the king; tax 
For there young Henry with his nobles lie. 
Bur. What wills Lord Talbot pleaseth Bur¬ 
gundy. 

Tal. Butyet, before we go, let’s not forget 
The noble Duke of Bedford late deceas’d, 13s 
But see his exequies fulfill'd in Roan: 

A braver soldier never couched lance, 

’A gentler heart did never sway in court; 

But kings and mightiest potentates most die, t3« 
For that’s the end of human misery. [Exeunt. 
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Scene ID.— The Plains near Roan. 

Enter Charles, the bastard or Orleans, alen- 
CON, JOAN la pucelle, and Forces. 

Joan. Dismay not, princes, at this accident, 
Nor gneve that Roan is so recovered: 

Care is no cure, but rather corrosive. 

For things that are not to be remedied. 4 
Let frantic Talbot triumph for a while, 

And like a peacock sweep along his tail: 

We’U pull his plumes and take away his train, 
If Dauphin and the rest will be but rul’d, t 

And of thy cunning ha^^d^dence^^ 1 * 110 ’ 
One sudden foil shall never breed distrust. 

Bast. Search out thy wit for secret policies. 
And we will make thee famous through the 
world. 13 

Alen. We'll set thy statue in some holy place 
And have thee reverenc’d like a blessed saint: 
Employ thee, then, sweet virgin, for our 
good. 16 

Joan. Then thus it must be; this doth Joan 
devise: 

By fair persuasions, mix’d with sugar’d words. 
We will entice the Duke of Burgundy 
To leave the Talbot and to follow us. xo 

Char. Ay, marry, sweeting, if we could do 
that, 

France were no place for Henry's warriors; 
Nor should that nation boast it so with us. 
But be extirped from our provinces. 24 

Alen. For ever should they be cxpuls’d from 
France, 

And not have title of an earldom here. 

Joan. Your honours shall perceive how I 
will work 

To bring this matter to the wished end. it 
[Drums heard afar off. 
Hark! by the sound of drum you may perceive 
Their powers are marching unto Paris-ward. 

Here sound an English march. Enter, atid pass 
over, TALBOT and his Forces, 

There goes the Talbot, with his colours spread. 
And all the troops of English after him. 32 

A French march. Enter the DUKE OF burgundy 
and his Forces. 

Now in the rearward comes the duke and his: 
Fortune in favour makes him lag behind. 
Summon a parley; we will talk with him. 

[A parley. 

Char. A parley with the Duke at Burgundy! 
Bur. Who craves a parley with the Bur¬ 
gundy? 37 

Joan. The princely Charles of France, thy 
countryman. 

Bur. What saytt thou, Charles? for I am 
marching hence. 

Char. Speak, Pucelle, and enchant him with 
thy words. 40 

Joan. Brave Burgundy, undoubted hope at 
France! 

Stay, let thy humble handmaid speak to thee. 
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Bur, Sneak on; bat be not over-tedious. 

Joan. Look on thy country, look on fertile 
France, 44 

And see the cities and the towns defac’d 
By wasting ruin of the cruel foe. 

As looks the mother on her lowly babe 
When death doth close his tender dying eyes, 48 
See, see the pining malady of France; 

Behold the wounds, the most unnatural wounds. 
Which thou thyself hast giv'n her woeful 
breast. 

O! turn thy edged sword another way; 52 

Strike those that hurt, and hurt not those that 
help. 

One drop of blood drawn from thy country's 
bosom, 

Should grieve thee more than streams of foreign 
gore: 55 

Return thee therefore, with a flood of tears. 

And wash away thy country’s stained spots. 

Bur. Either she hath bewitch’d me with her 
words. 

Or nature makes me suddenly relent 
Joan. Besides, all French and France ex¬ 
claims on thee, 60 

Doubting thy birth and lawful progeny. 

Who join'st thou with but with a lordly nation 
That will not trust thee but for profit's sake? 
When Talbot hath set footing once in France, 

And fashion'd thee that instrument of ill, 65 
Who then but English Henry will be lord. 

And thou be thrust out like a fugitive? 

Call we to mind, and mark but this for proof. 

Was not the Duke of Orleans thy foe. 

And was he not in England prisoner? 

But when they heard he was thine enemy. 

They set him free, without his ransom paid, jt 
In spite of Burgundy and all his friends. 

See then, thou fight’st against thy countrymen! 
And join’st with them will be thy slaughter¬ 
men. 

Come, come, return; return, thou wand’ring 
lord; 76 

Charles and the rest win take thee in their 
arms. 

Bur. I am vanquished; these haughty words 
of hers 

Have batter’d me like roaring cannon-shot. 

And made me almost yield upon my knees, to 
Forgive me, country, and sweet countrymen I 
And, lords, accept this hearty kind embrace: 
My forces and my power of men are yours. 

So, farewell, Talbot; I’ll no longer trust thee. 
Joan. Done like a Frenchman: turn, and 
turn again! 83 

Char. Welcome, brave duke! thy friendship 
makes us fresh. 

Bart. And doth beget new courage in our 

brasts. 

Alan. PuceOe hath bravely play’d her part 
in this, is 

And doth deserve a coronet of gold. 

Char. Now let us on, my lords, and join our 
powers; 

Ana seek how we may prejudice the foe. 

lExaunt. 


(act m, scsnb nr 
Scene IV.— Parti. A Room in the Palace. 

Enter kino henry, Gloucester, bishop or 
WINCHESTER, YORK, SUFFOLK, SOMERSET, 
WARWICK, EXETER; VERNON, BASSET, and 
Otheri. To them with his Soldiers, talbot. 

Tal. My gracious prince, and honourable 
peers. 

Hearing of your arrival in this realm, 

I have a while giv’n truce unto my wan. 

To do my duty to my sovereign: 4 

In sign whereof, this arm,—that hath reclaim'd 
To your obedience fifty fortresses, 
Twelvecities, and seven walled towns of strength. 
Beside five hundred prisoners of esteem,— 8 
Lets fall his sword before your highness’ feet, 

[Kneels. 

And with submissive loyalty of heart. 

Ascribes the glory of his conquest got. 

First to my God, and next unto your Grace. 12 
K. Hen. Is this the Lord Talbot, uncle 
Gloucester, 

That hath so Ions been resident in France? 
Glo. Yes, if it please your majesty, my 
liege. 

K. Hen. Welcome, brave captain and vic¬ 
torious lord! 16 

When I was young,—as yet I am not old,— 

I do remember how my father said, 

A stouter champion never handled sword. 
Long since we were resolved of your truth, so 
Your faithful service and your toil in war; 

Yet never have you tasted our reward, 

Or been reguerdon’d with so much as thanks. 
Because till now we never saw your face: 24 
Therefore, stand up; and for these good deserts, 
We here create you Earl of Shrewsbury; 

And in our coronation take your place. 

[Flourish. Exeunt ail but vernon 
and basset. 

Ver. Now, sir, to you, that were so hot at 
sea, v 28 

Disgracing of these colours that I wear 
In honour of my noble Lord of York, 

Dar'st thou maintain the former words thou 
spak’st? 31 

Bas. Yes, sir: as well as you dare patronage 
The envious barking of your saucy tongue 
Against my lord the Duke of Somerset. 

Ver. Sirrah, thy lord I honour as he ia. 

Bas. Why, what to he? aa good a man as 
York. 3 « 

Ver. Hark ye; not to: in witness, take ye 
that. [Strikes him. 

Bas. Villain, thou know’at the law of aims 
to such ' 

That, whoso draws a sword, 'tto present death, 
Or else this blow should broach thy dearest 
blood. 40 

But I’U unto hto majesty, and crave 
I may have liberty to venge this wrong: 

When thou shah see TO meet thee to toy cost. 
Ver. Well, miscreant, TO be there as soon 
as you; 44 

And, after, meet you sooner than you would. 

[Exeunt. 



ACT IV 

Scene I.— Paris. A Room of State. 


CHESTER, WARWICK, TALBOT, the GOVeTOOt 
of Paris, and Others. i 

Glo. Lard bishop, set the crown upon his 
head. 

Win. God save King Henry, of that name 
the sixth. 

Glo. Now, Governor of Paris, take your 
oath,— [Governor kneels. 

That you elect no other king but him, 4 
Esteem none friends but such as are bis friends. 
And none your foes but such as shall pretend 
Malicious practices against his state: 

This shall ye do, so help you righteous God! s 
[Exeunt Governor and his Train. 

Enter sir JOHN fastolfe. 

Fast. My gracious sovereign, as I code from 

To haste unto your coronation, 

A letter was deliver’d to my hands, 

Writ to your Grace from the Duke of Burgundy. 
Tal. Shame to the Duke of Burgundy and 
thee! ‘3 

I vow’d, base knight, when I did meet thee next, 
To tear the garter from thy craven’s leg; 

[Plucking it off. 

Which I have done, because unworthily t« 
Thou wast installed in that high degree. 
Pardon me, princely Henry, and the rest: 

This dastard, at the battle of Patay, 

When but in all I was six thousand strong, so 
And that the French were almost ten to one, 
Before we met or that a stroke was given, 

Like to a trusty squire did run away: 

In which assault we lost twelve hundred men; 
Myself, and divers gentlemen beside, »5 
Were there surpris’d and taken prisoners. _ 
Then judge, great lords, if I have done amiss; 
Or whether that such cowards ought to wear »s 
This ornament of knighthood, yea, or no? 

Glo. To say the truth, this fact was infamous 
And ill beseeming any common man. 

Much more a knight, a captain and a leader. 3s 
Tal. When first this order was ordain d, my 

Knights of the garter were of noble birth. 
Valiant and virtuous, foil of haughty courage. 
Such as were grown to credit by flic w ars; 3 * 
Not fearing death, nor shrink ing f or distress. 
But always resolute in most extremes. 

He then that is not furnish'd in this sort 
Doth but usurp the sacred name of knight, 40 
Profaning this roost honourable order: 

And should—if I were worthy to be judge— 
Be quite degraded, like a hedge-born swain 
That doth presume to boast of gentle blood. 44 
K. Hen. Stain to thy countrymen! thou 

*Be pSking^erefbre, thou that wast a knight; 
Henceforth we banian thee on pain of dea th. 
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Hath be forgot he is his sovereign? 51 

Or doth this churlish superscription 
Pretend some alteration in good will? 

What’s here? I have, upon especial cause. 
Mov’d with compassion of my country’s wrack. 
Together with the pitiful complaints 37 

Of such as your oppression feeds upon. 

Forsaken your pernicious faction. 

AndJoin'd with Charles, the rightful King of 
France, *0 

O, monstrous treachery! Can this be so. 

That in alliance, amity, and oaths. 

There should be found such false dissembling 

iflien. What! doth my uncle Burgundy 
revolt? 6 4 

Glo. He doth, my lord, and is become your 
foe. 

K. Hen. Is that the worst this letter doth 
contain? . , . 

Glo. It is the worst, and all, my lord, he 
writes. 

K. Hen. Why then, Lord Talbot there shall 
talk with him, 68 

And give him chastisement for this abuse. 
How say you, my lord? are you not content? 
Tal. Content, my liege! Yes: but that I am 
prevented, 

I should have begg’d I might have been em¬ 
ploy’d. 7 * 

K. Hen. Then gather strength, and march 
unto him straight: 

Let him perceive how ill we brook his treason. 
And what offence it is to flout his friends. 

Tal. I go, my lord; in heart desiring stffl 7 « 
You may behold confusion of your foes. [Exit. 

Enter vernon and basset. 

Ver. Grant me the combat, gracious sovo> 

B&rfAnd me, my lord; grant me the combat 

tool . , 

York. This is my servant: hear him, noble 

.W^And this is mine: sweet Henry, favour 
him! 

K. Hen. Be patient, lords; and give them 
leave to speak. 

Say, gentlemen, what makes you thus exclaim? 
And wherefore crave you combat? or with 
whom? *4 

Ver. With him, my lord; for he hath done 

Bas. And^ with him; for he hath done me 
wrong. 

K. Hen. What is that wrong whereof yon 
both complain? - 

First let me know, and then I’ll answer you. tt 
Bas. Crossing the tea from England Into 
France, 

This fellow here, with envious carping tongas. 
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Upbraided me about the rose I wear; 

Saying, the sanguine colour of the leaves «i 
Did represent my master's blushing cheeks, 
When stubbornly he d -1 repugn ’lie truth 
About a certain question in the law 
Argu'd betwixt the Cuke of 5 ork and him; 96 
With other vile and ignominw j» terms: 

In confutation of which rude reproach. 

And in defence of my lord's worthiness, 

I crave the benefit of bw of arms. 100 

Vcr. And that is m\ petition, noble loro. 
For though hr seem with forged quaint conceit. 
To set a gloss upon his bold intent. 

Yet know. my lord, I was pros ok'd by him; 104 
And he first took exceptions at this badge, 
Pronouncing, that the paleness of this flower 


Bewray'd the faintness of my master’s heart. _ 

York. Will not this malice, Somerset, be And, good my Loid of Somerset, unite 
left? ics -- " - 
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O think upon the conquest of my father, 14I 
My tender years, and let us not forego 
That iur a trifle that was boupht with blood! 
Let me be umpire in this doubtful strife. 

1 sec noVeason, if I wear th:» rose, t js 

[Putting on b red rose. 
That any one should therefore be suspicious 
1 more incline to Somerset tha t York: 

Both .ire my kinsmen, and I to.V them both. 
As well they may upbraid me with my crown, 
Because.forsooth,the Kin"o( Scoisiscrown'd. 
B'tt 'our discretions butte- can persuade 
Than 1 -am able to ins'.ruc- or teach: 

And 1 herefure, as we hither came in peace, 160 
So let us still continue peace and love. 

Cousin of York, we institute your Grace 
To be our regent in these pans of France: 

»«4 


. Yourtroopsofhorsemenwithhisbandsoffooi; 

Som. Your private grudge, my Lord of York, And like true subjects, sons of your progenitors, 
will out. Go cheerfully together and digest 

Though ne'er so cunningly you smother it. Your angry choler on your enemies. ret 
K. Hen. Good Lord! what madness rules in Ourself, my Lord Protectoi, and the rest, 
brain-sick men, After some respite will return to Calais; 

When, for so slight and frivolous a cause, 112 From thence to England; where I hope ere 
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Such factious emulations shall arise! 

Good cousins both, of York and Somerset, 
Quiet yourselves, I pray, and be at peace. 
York. Let this dissension first be tried by 
fight, I lb 

And thenyour highness shall command a peace 
Som. Tbequancl toucheth none but us alone, 
Betwixt ourselves let us decide it, them 
York. There is my pledge; accept it, Somer¬ 
set. 123 

Ver. Nay, let it rest where it began at first. 
Bos. Confirm it so, mine honourable lord. 
Glo. Confirm it sol Confounded be your 
strife 1 

And perish ye, with your audacious prate! 124 
Presumptuous vassals 1 are you not asham'd. 
With this immodest clamorous outrage 
To trouble and disturb the king and us?— 
And you. my lords, methinka you do not well >28 
To bear with their perverse objections; 


long 

To be presented by your victories, >72 

With Charles, Aiengon, and that traitorous 
rout. 

[Flourish. Exeunt all but YORjt, w a*wick, 
Exrrra, end vcrnon. 
War. My lord of York, I promise you, the 
king 

Prettily, methought, did play the orator. 

York. And so he did; but yet I like it not, 

In that he wean the badge of Somerset. 17? 
War. Tush! that was but ids fancy, blame 
him not; 

J dare presume, tweet prince, lie thought no 
li; rm. 

Yotk. An ifl wist he did,—But lei it rest: 
Other affairs must now bajnanagcd. it' 
[Exeunt YORK, Warwick, and VERNON 
Exr. Well didst tbou, Richard, to suppress 
thy voice. 


Much less to take occasion from their mouths For had the passions of thy heart burst out, 


To raise a mutiny betwixt yourselves: 

Let me persuade you take a better course, m 
Exe. It grieves bis highness; good my lords, 
be friends. 

K. Hen. Come hither, you that would be 
combatants. 

Henceforth I charge you, as you love our favour. 
Quite to forget this quarrel and the cause. i »6 
And you, my lords, remember where we are; 
In France, amongst a fickle wav’ring nation. 
If they perceivi. dissension in our looks. 

And that within ourselves we disagree, > 4 ° 
How will their grudging stomachs be provok'd 
To wilful disoticdience, and rebel! 

Beside, what infamy will there arise. 

When foreign princes shall be certified 144 
That for a toy, a thing of no regard. 

King Henry's peers and chief nobility 
Destroy'd themselves, and lost the realm of 
Francs I 


1 fear we should have seen decipher’d there 
More rancorous spite, more furious raging 
biotis. 

Than yet can be imagin'd or suppos d. 

But howsoe'er, no simple man that sees 
This jarring d>scord of nobility, 1,1 

This shouldering of each other in the court, 
This factious bandying of their favourites. 
But that it doth presage aome BI event. 

'Tis much when sceptres are in children s hands; 
But more, when enw breeds unkind division: 
There comes the ruin, these begins confusion 

[Exit. 

Scene U.—Before Bourdaaux. 

Enter TALBOT, with his Ferret. 

Tat. Go to the gates of Bourdeaux, trum¬ 
peter; 

Summon their general unto the wau. 
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Trumpet rounds a parley. Enter, on the Walls, 
the General of the French Forces, and Others. 
English John Talbot, captains, calls you forth. 
Servant in aims to Harry King of England; 4 
And thus he would: Open your city gates. 

Be humble to us, call my sov’reign yours. 

And do him homage as obedient subjects, 

And I'll withdraw me and my bloody power: 8 
But, if you frown upon this proffer'd peace. 
You tempt th<- fury of my three attendants. 
Lean famine, quartering steel, and climbing 
fire; 

Who in a moment even with the earth is 
Shall lay your stately and air-braving towers. 

If you lor ake tbe offer of their love. 

Gen. Thou ominous and fearful owl of 
death, 

Our nation's terror and their bloody scourge! x 6 
The period of thy tyranny approacheth. 

On us thou canst not enter but by death; 

Lor. I protest, we arc well fortified, 

And strong enough to issue out and fight: so 
If thou retire, the Dauphin, well appointed, 
Stands with the snares of war to tangle thee: 

On either hand thee there are squadrons 
pitch'd. 

To wall thee from the liberty of flight; 24 
And no way canst thou turn thee for redress 
But death doth front thee with apparent spoil. 
And pale destruction meets thee in the face. 
Ten thousand ' rench have ta en the sacrament. 
To rive thei- dangerous artilleiy 29 

Upon no Christian s'-ul but English Talbot. 
Lol then, thou stand st, a breathing valiant 
man. 

Of an invincible unconquer’d spirit: 3 » 

This is the latest glory of thy praise. 

That I, thy enemy, ’due thee withal; 

For ere the glass, that now begins to run. 
Finish the process of his sandy hour, 36 
These eyes, that see thee now well coloured. 
Shall see thee wither'd, bloody, pale, and dead, 
[.Drum afar off. 

Hark I hark I the Dauphin's drum, a warning 
bell. 

Sings heavy music to thy timorous soul; 40 
And mine sliall ring thy dire departure out. 

[Exeunt General, &c., from the Walls. 
Tal. He fables not; I hear the enemy: _ 
Out, some light horsemen, and peruse their 
wings. 

Ol negligent and heedless discipline; 44 
How are we park’d and bounded in a pale, 

A little herd of England’s timorous deer. 
Maz’d with a yelping kennel of French curs! 
If wo be English deer, be then, in blood; 48 
Not rascal-like, to fall down with a pinch. 

But rather moody-mad and desperate stags. 
Turn on the bloody hounds with heads of steel, 
And make the cowards stand aloof at bay: 52 

Sell every man his life as dear as mine, 

And they shall find dear deer of us, my friends. 
God ana Saint George, Talbot ana England s 
* tight, , . 

Prosper our colours in this dangerous Mht 15 * 


Scene HI.— Plains in Gascony, 

Enter YORK, wivt Forces; to him a 
Messenger. 

York. Arc not the speedy scouts return’d 
again, 

That dogs’d the mighty army of the Dauphin? 
M.;s. They are return’d, my lord; and give 
it out, 

Thai heis march d to Bourdcaux with his power. 
To fight with Talbot. As he march’d along, 3 
By your espials were discovered 
Two mightier troops than that the Dauphin led. 
Which join'd with him and made their march 
for Bourdeaux. * 

York. A plague upon that villain Somerset, 
That thus delay, my pi omised supply 
Of horsemen that were levied for this siege! 
Renowned Talbot doi h expect my aid, 12 
And I am louted by a traitor villain, 

And cannot help the noble chevoiiei. 

God comfort him iu this necessity! 

If he miscarry, farewell wars in France. 16 

Enter snt wn ham LUCY. 

Lucy. Thou princely leader of our English 
strength. 

Never so needful on the earth of France, 

Spur to the rescue of the noble Talbot, 

Who now is girdled with a waist of iron 20 
And hemm’d about with grim destruction. 

To Bourdeaux, war like duke! To Bourdeaux, 
York! 

Else, farewell Talbot France, and England’s 
honour. 

York . O God! that Somerset, who In proud 
heart 24 

Doth stop my comets, were in Talbot’s placet 
So should we save a valiant gentleman 
By forfeiting a traitor and a coward. 

Mad ire ami wrathful fury, make me weep 28 
That thus we die, while remiss traitors sleep. 
Lucy. O! send some succour to the dis¬ 
tress’d lord. 

York. He dies, we lose; I break my wai-kke 
word; . , , _ 

We mourn, France smiles; we lose, they daily 
ret; 3 * 

All Tong of this vile traitor Somerset. 

Lucy. Then God take mercy on brave Tal¬ 
bot’s soul: 

And on lus son young John, whom two noun 
since 

I met In travel toward his war-like father. j« 
This seven years did not Talbot see bis son; 
And now they meet where both their lives are 
done. 

York. Alas! what joy shall noble Talbot 
have. 

To bid his young sou welcome to his grave? 40 
Away! vexation almost stops my breath 
That sunder'd friends greet in the hour of death. 
Lucy, farewell: no more my fortune can. 

But curse tbe cause I cannot aid the man. 44 
Maine, Blots, Poictiers, and Tours, ate won 
away. 
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’Long all of Somerset and his delay. 

[Exit, with his Soldiers. 
Lucy. Thus, while the vulture of sedition 
Feeds in the bosom of such great commanders. 
Sleeping neglection doth betray to loss 49 
The conquest of our scarce cold conqueror. 

That ever living man of memory, 

Henry the Fifth: whiles they each other cross. 
Lives, honours, lands, and all hurry to loss. S3 

[£xit. 

Scene IV. — Other Plains in Gascony. 

Enter SOMERSET, with his Army; a Captain of 
Talbot’s with him. 

Som. It is too late; I cannot send them now: 
This expedition was by York and Talbot 
Too rashly plotted: all our general force 
Might with a sally of the very town 4 

Be buckled with: the over-daring Talbot 
Hath sullied all his gloss cf former honour 
By this unheedful, desperate, wild adventure: 
York set him on to fight and die in shame, 8 
That, Talbot dead, great York might bear the 
name. 

Cap. Here is Sir William Lucy, who with me 
Set from our o'ermatch’d forces forth for aid. 

Enter sir william lucy. 

Som. How now, Sir William! whither were 
you sent? 

Lucy. Whither, my lord? from bought and 
sold Lord Talbot; 

Who, Ting’d about with bold adversity. 

Cries out for noble York and Somerset, 

To beat assailing death from his weak legions: 
And whiles the honourable captain there i 7 
Drops bloody sweat from his war-wearied limbs, 
And, in advantage lingering, looks for rescue, 
You, his false hopes, the trust of England's 
honour, ao 

Keep off aloof with worthless emulation. 

Let not your private discord keep away 
The levied succours that should lend him aid, 
While he, renowned noble gentleman, 24 

Yields up his life unto a world of odds: 

Orleans the Bastard, Charles. Burgundy, 
Alencon, Relgnier, compass him about. 

And Talbot perisheth by your default. 28 

Som. York set him on; York should have 
sent him aid. 

Lucy. And York as fast upon your Grace 
exclaims; 

Swearing that yo” withhold his levied host 
Collected for t*’ ! :xpe ’idon. ja 

Som. York lies; ht —:ght. have sent and had 
the horse: 

I owe him little duty, and less love: 

And take foul scorn to fawn on him by sending. 
Lucy. The fraud of England, not the force 
of France, 36 

Hath now entrapp'd the noble-minded Talbot. 
Never to England shall he bear his life. 

But dies, betray’d to fortune by your strife. 
Som. Come, go; I will dispatch the horse- 
men straight: 40 

Within six hours they will be at his aid. 


[ACT IV 

Lucy. Too late comes rescue: be Is ta’en or 
slain. 

For fly he could not if he would have fled; 

And fly wouldTalbot never, though he might. 44 
Som. Ifhe be dead, brave Talbot, thenadieul 
Lucy. His fame lives in the world, his shame 
in you. [ Exeunt. 

Scene V. —The English Camp near 
Bourdeaux. 

Enter TALBOT and JOHN his Son. 

Tal. O young John Talbot! I did send for 
thee 

To tutor thee in stratagems of war. 

That Talbot's name might be in thee reviv’d 
When sapless age, and weak unable limbs 4 
Should bring thy father to his drooping chair. 
But,—O malignant and ill-boding stars! 

Now thou art come unto a feast of death, 

A terrible and unavoided danger: s 

Therefore, dear boy, mount on my swiftest 
horse, 

And I'll direct tbee how thou shalt escape 
By sudden flight: come, dally not, be gone. 
John. Is my name Talbot? and am I your 
son? tx 

And shall I fly? Ol if you love my mother. 
Dishonour not her honourable name. 

To make a bastard and a slave of me: 

The world will say he is not Talbot's blood is 
That basely fled when noble Talbot stood. 
Tal. Fly, to revenge my death, if I be slain. 
John. He that flies so will ne’er return again. 
Tal. If we both stay, we both are sure to die. 
John. Then let me stay; and, father, do you 
fly: ai 

Your loss is great, so your regard should be; 
My worth unknown, no loss is known In me. 
Upon my death the French can little boast; 24 
In yours they will, in you all hopes are lost. 
Flight cannot stain the honour you have won; 
But mine it will that no exploit have done: 

You fled for vantage everyone will swear; 28 
But if I bow, they’ll say it was for fear. 

There Is no hope that ever I will stay 
If the first hour I shrink and run away. 

Here, on my knee, I beg mortality, 32 

Rather than life preserv’d with infamy. 

Tal. Shall all thy mother’s hopes lie In one 
tomb? . , 

John. Ay, rather than m shame my mothers 

womb. 

Tal. Upon my blessing I command thee go. 
John. To fight I will, but not to fly the foe. 
Tal. Part of thy father may be sav’d in thee. 
John. No part ofhim but will be shame in me. 
Tal. Thou never badst renown, nor canst 
not lose It. 

John. Yes, your renowned name: shall flight 
abuse It? . 

Tal. Thy father’s charge shall clear thee from 
that stain. 

John. You cannot witness for me, being 
slain. 

If death be so apparent, then both fly. ** 
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TaL And leave my follower! here to fight Alt these and more we hazard by thy stay; 40 


»nH die? 

My age was never tainted with such shame. 
John. And shall my youth be guilty of such 
blame? 

No more can I be sever’d from your side 48 
Than can yourself yourself in twain divide. 
Stay, go, do what you will, the like do I; 

For live I will not if my father die. 

Tal. Then here I take my leave of thee, fair 
son, a 

Bom to eclipse thy life this afternoon. 

Come, side by side together live and die, 

And soul with soul from France to heaven fly. 

Scene VL —A Field of Battle. 

Alarum: Excursions, wherein TALBOT'S Son is 
hemmed about, and talbot rescues him. 

Tal. Saint George and victory! fight, sol¬ 
diers, fight! 

The regent hath with Talbot broke his word. 
And left us to the rage of France his sword. 
Where is John Talbot? Pause, and take thy 
breath; 4 

I gave thee life and rescu'd thee from death. 
John. O! twice my father, twice am I thy 
son; 

The life thou gav'st me first was lost and done, 
Till with thy war-like sword, despite of fate, 8 
To my determin'd time thou gav'st new date. 
Tal. When from the Dauphin’s crest thy 
sword struck fire. 

It warm’d thy fathers heart with proud desire 
Of bold-fac’d victory. Then leaden age, « 
Quicken’d with youthful spleen and war-like 
rage. 

Beat down Alencon, Orleans, Burgundy, 

And from the pnde of Gallia rescu’d thee. 
The ireful bastard Orleans,—that drew blood 16 


Ail these are sav’d if thou wilt fly away. 

John. The sword of Orleans hath not made 
me smart; 

These words of yours draw life-blood from my 
heart. 

On that advantage, bought with such a shame, 
To save a paltry life and slay bright fame, 4s 
Before young Talbot from old Talbot fly. 

The coward horse that bears me fall and die! 
And like me to the peasant boys of France, 48 
To be shame’s scorn and subject of mischance! 
Surely, by all the glory you have won. 

An if 1 fly, I am not Talbot’s son; 

Then talk no more of flight, it is no boot; s* 
If son to Talbot, die at Talbot’s foot. 

Tal. Then follow thou thy desperate sire of 
Crete, 

Thou Icarus. Thy life to me is sweet; 

If thou wilt fight, fight by thy father’s side, j 6 
And, commendable prov d, let’s die in pride. 

[Exeunt. 

Scenb VH .—Another Part of the Field. 
Alarum: Excursions. Enter Old TALBOT, 
wounded, led by a Servant. 

Tal. Where is my other life?—mine own is 
gone;— 

Ol where's young Talbot? where is valiant 
John? 

Triumphant death, smear’d with captivity. 
Young Talbot’s valour makes me smile at thee. 
When he perceiv’d me shrink and on my knee. 
His bloody sword he brandish’d over me. 

And like a hungry lion did commence 
Rough deeds of rage and stern impatience; t 
But when my angry guardant stood alone. 
Tendering my ruin and assail’d of none, 
Diray-ey’a fury and great rage of heart 
Suddenly made him from my side to st 
Into the clust’ring battle of the French; 

And in that sea of blood my boy did drench 
His overmounting spirit; and there died 
My Icarus, my blossom, in hit pride. is 

Enter Soldiers, bearing the body of 
Young TALBOT. 

Serf. O, my dear lord! lo, where your son Is 
borne! 

Tal. Thou an tick, death, which laugh’st us 
here to scorn. 


From thee, my boy, and had the maidenhood Suddraly made him from my side to start « 

Of thy first fight,-f soon encountered T -‘~ *- *- 

And, interchanging blows, I quickly shed 
Some of his bastarS blood; and, in disgrace, so 
Bespoke him thus, ’Contaminated, base. 

And misbegotten blood I spill of thine. 

Mean and right poor, for that pure blood oT 
mine 

Which thou didst force from Talbot, my brave 
boy:’ , M 

Here, purposing the Bastard to destroy^ 

_ . . v 1 _ J . Tn sL«f rf aan its eVioll *SI*anjl TrirtftdnfV 


Now thou art seal’-_ .. 

Fly, to revenge my death when I am dead; 
The help of one stands me in little stead. 
O! too much folly is it, well I wot. 

To hazard all our lives in one small boat. 
If I to-day die not with Frenchmen's rage. 
To-morrow I shall die with mickle age: 



In thy despite shall ’scape mortality. 

Ol thou, whose wounds become hard-favour* d 
death. 

Speak to thy father ere thou yield thy breath; 14 
Brave de;' ii by speaking whe’r he will or no; 
ima gine him a Frenchman and thy foe. 

Poor boy 1 he smiles, methinks, as who should 

Had%ath been French, then death had died 
today. it 

Come, come, and lay him in his Other's arms: 
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(*c* v 


My spirit can no ion^er bear these harms. 
Soldiers, a-Leu' 1 have what I would have. 
Now my old arms arc young John Talbot’s 
grave. [Dies. 

Alarums. Exru.t Soldiers and Servant, leaving 
the two I'L'dlt s. Ij.IL- CHARLES, ALENCOh, 
BURGUNDY, the BAS'ARD OF ORLEANS, JOAN 
LA PUCEi.M. and /•< rivi. 

Char. Had \ ork ai d Somerset brought res¬ 
cue in 

We should have foum a bloody day of this. 
Bast. How the young whelp of Talbot's, 
ragniK-w nod, 35 

Did flesh hi;, pun> swo 1 in Frenchmen’s blood! 
loan. O' .e 1 encuimtei’d him, and thus 1 
said: 

’Thoumaidenyoiith, 1 - vanquish’d by a maid:' 
But with a proud m.qcsticaf high scorn. 

He answi. r’d thus:' Yuung Talbot was not bom 
To be the pillage of a piglet wench.' 41 

So, rushim-m tin bowels of the French, 

He left me rn'udly, a, unworthy fight. 

Bur. Doubtless he would have made a noble 
knij-’M. 44 

See, where he lies inheaised in the arms 
Of the most Woody muser of his harms. 

Bast. Htw them to pieces, hack their bones 
asunder. 

Whose life was England's glory, Gallia's won¬ 
der. 48 

Char. O, no! forbear; for that which we 
have fled 

During the life, let ns not wrong it dead. 


Joan. Here is a silly stately style indeed! T* 
The Turk, that two-and-fifty kingdoms hath. 
Writes not so tedious a style as this. 

Him that thou magnifies! with all these titles. 
Stinking and fly-blown lies here at our feet. 76 
Lucy. Is Talbot slain, the Frenchmen's only 
scourge, 

Your kingdom’s terror and black Nemesis? 
Ol were mine eye-balls into bullets turn’d. 
That I in rage might shoot them at your faces! 
O! that I could but call these dead to life! Sr 
It were enough to fright the realm of France. 
Were but his picture left among you here 
It would amaze the proudest of you all. S4 
Give me their bodies, that I may bear them 
hence, 

And give them burial as beseems their worth. 
Joan. I think this upstart is old Talbot’s 
ghost. 

He speaks with such a pi oud commanding spirit. 
For God's sake, let him have 'em; to keep them 
hen S» 

They would but stink and putrefy the air. 
Char. Go, take their bodies brace. 

Lucy. I'll bear them hence: 

But from their ashes shall be rear'd «a 

A phoenix that shall make all France afeard. 
Char. So we be rid of them, do with 'em what 
thou wilt. 

And now to Paris, in this conquering vein: 
All will be oiks now bloody Talbot’s slain. 9* 

[Exeunt. 


Enter sir william ll’cy, attended: a French 
Herald preceding. 

Lucy. Herald, conduct me to the Dauphin’* 
tent, 

To know wbo hath obtain'd the glory of the day. 
Char. On what submissive message art thou 
sent? 53 

Lucy. Submission, Dauphin! ’tit a mere 
French word: 

We English warriors wot not what it means. 

I come to know what prisoners thou hast 
ta’en, 56 

And to survey the bodies of the dead. 

Char. For prisoners ask'st thou? hell our 
prison is. 

But tell me whom thou seek’st. 

., I £ ey -is the peat Alcides of the field. 
Valiant Lord Talbot, Earl of Shrewsbury ? 6 x 
Created, for his rare success in arms. 

Great Earl of Washford, Waterford, and 
Valence; 

Lord Talbot of Goodrig and Uichinfield, 64 
Lord Strange of Blackmeie, Lord Verdun of 
Alton, 

Lord Cromwell of Wingfield, Lord Furnival of 
Sheffield, 

The thrice-victorious Lord of Falconbridge; 

K 'light of the noble order of Saint George, 6 t 
Worthy Saint Michael and the Golden Fkwoe; 
Great marcschal to Henry the Sixth 
Of all bis wan within the realm of France? 


ACT V 

SCENE I. — London. A Room in the Palace. 
Enter tana henry, Gloucester, and exfter. 

K. Hen. Have you perus’d the letters from 
the pope. 

The emperor, and the Earl of Armagnac? 

Glo. I have, my lord; arid their intent is this: 
They humbly sue unto your excellence 4 
To have a godly peace concluded of 
Between the realms of England and of France. 
K. Hen. How doth your Grace affect their 
motion? 

Glo. Well, my good lord; and aa the only 
means s 

fo stop effusion of our Christian blood, 

And stablisb quietness on every side. 

K. Hen. Ay, many, unde; for I always 
thought 

It was both impious and unnatural is 

That such immanity and bloody strife 
Should reign among professors of one lUth. 

Glo. Beside, my lord, die sooner to effect 
And surer bind this knot of amity, r* 

The Earl of Armagnac, near knit to Charles, 

A man of great authority in France, 

Proffers hit only daughter to your Grace 
In marriage, with a large and sumptuous dowry. 
K. Hen. Marriage, undel alaai my yean ara 
young. at 

And fitter is my study and my books 
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Than wanton dalliance with a paramour. 

Yet call the ambassadors; and, as you please, 24 
So let them have their answers every one: 

I shall be well content with any choice 
Tends to God's glory and my country's weal. 

Enter a Legate, and two Ambassadors, with 
WINCHESTER, now CARDINAL BEAUFORT, and 
habited accordingly. 

Exe. [Aside.] What! is my Lord of Winchester 
install’d, is 

And call’d unto a cardinal’s degree? 

Then, 1 perceive that will be verified 
Henry the Fifth did sometime prophesy,— 

‘ If once he come to be a cardinal, yi 

He’ll make his cap co-equal with the crown.' 

K. Hen. My lords ambassadors, your several 
suits 

Have been consider'd, and debated on. 

Your purpose is both good and reasonable; jS 
And therefore are we certainly resolv’d 
To draw conditions of a friendly peace; 

Which by my Lord of Winchester we mean 
Shall be transported presently to France. 40 
Glo. And for the proffer of my lord your 
master, 

I have inform’d his highness so at large. 

As,—liking of the lady's virtuous gifts, 

Her beauty, and the v alut of her dower,— 44 
He doth intend she shall be England’s queen. 
K. Hen. [To the Ambassador.] In argument 
and proof of which contract. 

Bear her this jewel, pledge of my affection. 
And so, my lord protector, see them guarded, 48 
And safely brought to Dover; where inshipp'd 
Commit them to the fortune of the sea. 

[Exeunt KINO HENRY and Train; GLOU¬ 
CESTER, EXETER, and Ambassadors. 
Win. Stay, my lord legate; you shall first 
receive 

The sum of money which I promised 32 

Should be deliver'd to his holiness 

For clothing me in these grave ornaments. 

Leg. I will attend upon your lordships 
leisure. 

Win. [Aside.] Now Winchester will not sub¬ 
mit I trow, 56 

Or be inferior to the proudest peer. 

Humphrey of Gloucester, thou shalt well per¬ 
ceive 

That neither in birth or for authority 
The bishop will be overborne by thee: 60 

I’ll either make thee stoop and bend thy knee, 
Or sack this country with a mutiny. [Exeunt. 

Scene n.— France. Plains in Anjou. 

Enter Charles, burgundy, ai.encon, joan la 
pucelle, and Forces, marching. 

Char. These news, my lord, may cheer our 
drooping spirits: 

Tls said the stout Parisians do revolt, 

» And turn again unto the war-like French. 
Aten. Then, march to Paris, royal Charles of 
France, , * 

And keep not back your powers in dalliance. 


Joan. Peace be amongst them if they turn 
to us; 

Else, ruin combat with their palaces 1 
Enter a Scout. 

Scout. Success unto our valiant general, 8 
And happiness to his accomplices! 

Char. What tidings send our scouts? I 
prithee speak. 

Scout. The English army, that divided was 
Into two parties, is now comoin'd in one, 11 
And means to give you battle prrsentiy. 

Char. Somewhat too sudden, sirs, the warn¬ 
ing is: 

But we will presently provide for them. 

Bur. I trust the ghost of Talbot is not there: 
Now he is gone, my lord, you need not fear. 
Joan. Of all base passions, fear is mo,, 
accurs'd. 

Command the conquest, Charles, it shall be 
thine; 

Let Henry ftet and at! the world repine, so 
Char. Then on, my lards; and Fra a, e It- 
fortunate! [Exeunt. 

Scene EEL — Trance, Before Anglers. 
Alarum; Excursions. Enter JOAN LA PUCTU F. 
Joan. The regent conquers and the French¬ 
men fly. 

Now help, ye charmin : spells and periapts; 
And ye choice spirits that admonish me 
And give me signs of futtire accidents: 4 

1 Thunder. 

You speedy helpers, that are substitutes 
Under the lordly monaich of the north, 
Appear, and aid me in this enterprise! 

Enter Fiends. 

This speedy and quick appearance urgu« proof 
Of your accustom'd diligence to me. 9 

Now, ye familiar spirits, that are cull'd 
Out of the powerful regions under earth. 

Help me this once, that France may get the field. 

IThey walk, and speak not. 
Ol hold me not with silence over-long. 13 
Where I was wont to feed you with my blood, 
I'll lop a member off and give it you. 

In earnest Of a further benefit, 16 

So you do condescend to help me now. 

[They hang their heads. 
No hope to have redress? My body shall 
Pay recompense, if you will grant my suit. 

[They shake their heads. 
Cannot my body nor blood-sacrifice 20 
Entreat you to your wonted furtherance? 
Then take my soul; my body .soul, and all. 
Before that England give the French the foil. 

[They depart. 

See! they forsake me. Now the time is come, 24 
That France must vail her Jofty-plurned crest, 
And let her head fall into England’s Up. 

My ancient incantations .ire too weak. 

And hell too strong for me to buckle with: 2S 
Now, France, thy glory droopeth to the dust. 

[Exit. 
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Alarum. Enter French and English fighting: 
JOAN LA puchlle and toax. fight hand to hand: 
JOAN LA fucxlli is taken, the French fly. 

York. Damsel of France, I think I have you 
fast: 

Unchain your spirit) now with spelling charms. 
And try if they can gain your liberty. 3a 

A goodly prize, fit for the devil’s grace! 

See how the ugly witch doth bend her brows. 
As if with Circe she would change my shape. 
Joan. Chang'd to a woner shape thou canst 
not be. 36 

York. O! Charles the Dauphin is a proper 
man; 

No shape but his can please your dainty eye. 
Joan. A plaguing mischief light on Charles 
and thee! 

And may ye both be suddenly surpris'd 40 
By bloody hands, in sleeping on your beds! 
York. Fell banning hag, enchantress, hold 
thy tongue! 

Joan. I prithee, give me leave to curse a while. 
York. Curse, miscreant, when thou comest 
to the stake. lExeunt. 

Alarum. Enter Suffolk, with MASOARIT hi his 
hand. 

Sufi Be what thou wflt, thou art my prisoner. 

[Gazes on her. 

O fairest beauty i do not fear nor fiy, 

For I will touch thee but with reverent hands. 
I Idas these fingers for eternal peace, 48 
And lay them gently on thy tender side. 

What art thou? say, that I may honour thee. 


526 [ACT V 

Before thou make a trial of her love? r* 

Mar. Why speak’st thou not? what ransom 
must I pay? 

Suf. [Aside.] She's beatttifU and therefore to 
be woo’d. 

She is a woman, therefore to be won. 

Mar. Wilt thou accept of ransom, yea or no? 
Suf. [Aside.] Fond man! remember that thou 
hast a wife: si 

Then tow can Margaret be thy paramour? 
Mar. I were best to leave him, for he will 
not hear. 

Suf. [Aside.] There all is marr’d; there lies a 
cooling card. 84 

Mar. He talks at random; sure, the man is 
mad. 

Suf. [Aside.] And yet a dispensation may be 
had. 

Mar. And yet I would that you would an¬ 
swer me. 

Suf. [Aside.] I’ll win this lady Margaret For 
whom? 88 

Why, for my king: tush! that‘s a wooden thing. 
Mar. [Overhearing him.] He talks of wood: 
it is some carpenter. 

Suf. [Aside.] Yet so my fancy may be satisfied. 
And peace established between these realms, su 
But there remains a scruple in that too: 

For though her father be the King of Naples, 
Duke of Anjou and Maine, yet is he poor. 

And our nobility win scorn the match. 96 

Mar. Hear ye, captain? Are you not at 

leisure? 

Suf. [Aside.] It shall be so, disdain they ne’er 
so much: 


Mar. Margaret my name, and daughter to a Henry is youthful and will quickly yield. 


king. 

The King of Naples, whosoe’er thou art s* 

Suf. An earl I am, and Suffolk am I call'd. 

Be not offended, nature’s miracle. 

Thou alt allotted to be ta’en by me; 

So doth the swan her downy cygnets save, 36 
Keeping them prisoners underneath her wings. 

Yet if this servile usage once offend, 

Go and be free again, as Suffolk’s friend. 

[SAe turns away as going. 

O stay! I have no power to let her pass; 60 
My hand would free her, but my heart says no. 

As plays the sun upon the glassy streams, 

Twinkling another counterfeited beam. 

So seems this gorgeous beau.y to mine eyes. 64 
Fain would I woo her, yet I dare not speak: 

I’ll call for pen and ink and write my mind. 

Fie, De la role! disable not thyseif; ____ 

Hast not a tongue? is she not hem thy pri- Than is a slave in base servility; 

soner? 68 For princes should be free. 

Wilt thou be daunted at a woman’s sight? 

Ay; beauty's princely majesty is such 
Confounds the tongue and makes the senses 
rough. 

Mar. Say, Earl of Suffolk,—if thy name be 
so,— n 

What ransom must I pay before I pass? 

For I perceive, I am thy prisoner. 


Madam, I have a secret to reveal. 100 

Mar. [Aside.] What though I be enthrall’d? 
he seems a knight, 

And will not any way dishonour me. 

Suf. Lady, vouchsafe to listen what 1 say. 

Mar. [ Aside.] Perhaps Ishall be rescu’d by 
the French; 104 

And then I need not crave his courtesy. 

Suf. Sweet madam, give me bearing in a 
cause— 

Mar. Tush, women have been captivate ere 
now. 

Suf. Lady, wherefore talk you so? rc8 

Mar. I cry you mercy, ’tis but quid for quo. 

Suf. Say, gentle princess, would you not sup¬ 
pose 

Your bondage happy to be made a queen? 
_Mar. To be a queen in bondage U mote vile 

113 


Suf. And so shall you, 

If happy England’s royal king be free. 

Mar. Why, what concerns his freedom unto 
me? n6 

Suf. I’ll undertake to make thee Henry’s 
queen. 

To put a golden sceptre in thy hand 
And set a precious crown upon thy head, 


Suf. [Aside.] Bow canst thou tell she will If thou wilt condescend to be my— 
deny thy suit, 


Mar. 


What? 
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Suf. His love, no 

Mar. I am unworthy to be Henry’* wife. 

Suf. No, gentle madam; I unworthy am 
To woo so fair a dame to be his wife 
And have no portion in the choice myself. 124 
How say you, madam, are you so content? 
Alar. An if my father please, 1 am content. 
Suf. Then call our captains and our colours 
forth! 

And, madam, at your father’s castle walls 128 
We’ll crave a parley, to confer with him. 

(7>0opj come forward. 
A Parley sounded. Enter reignier on the Walls. 
Suf. See, Reignier, see thy daughter prisoner! 
Reig. To whom ? 

Suf To me. 

Reig. Suffolk, what remedy? 

I am a soldier, and unapt to weep, 132 

Or to exclaim on Fortune’s fickleness. 

Suf. Yes, there is remedy enough, my lord: 
Consent, and for thy honour, give consent. 
Thy daughter shall be wedded to my king, 13a 
Whom I with pain have woo’d and won thereto; 
And this her easy-held imprisonment 
Hath gain’d thy daughter princely liberty. 

Reig. Speaks Suffolk as he thinks? 

Suf Fair Margaret knows 240 

That Suffolk doth not flatter, face, or feign. 

Reig. Upon thy princely warrant, I descend 
To give thee answer of thy just demand. 

[Exit from the walls. 
Suf- And here 1 will expect thy coming. 144 
Trumpets sound. Enter reignier, below. 
Reig. Welcome, brave earl, into our terri¬ 
tories: 

Command in Anjou what your honour pleases. 
■SW 1 Thanks, Reignier, happy for so sweet a 

Fit to be made companion with a king. 148 
What answer makes your Grace unto my suit? 
Reig. Since thou dost deign to woo her little 
worth 

To be the princely bride of such a lord, 

Upon condition I may quietly 152 

Enjoy mine own, the county Maine and Anjou, 
Free from oppression or the stroke of war. 

My daughter shall be Henry’s if he please. 

Suf. That is her ransom; I deliver her; is* 
And those two counties I will undertake 
Your Grace shall well and quietly enjoy. 

Reig. And I again, in Henry’s royal name. 
As deputy unto that gracious king, sto 

Give thee her hand for sign of plighted faith. 
Suf. Reignier of France, I give thee kingly 
thanks. 

Because this is in traffic of a king; 

1 Aside.] And yet, methinks, I could be well con¬ 
tent i®4 

To be mine own attorney in this case. 

I’ll over then, to England with this news. 

And make this marriage to be solemniz'd. 

So farewell, Reignier: set this diamond safe, 

Ih golden palaces, as it becomes. * *» 

Reig. I do embrace thee.as I would embrace 
The Christian prince, King Henry, were he here. 
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Afar. Farewell, my lord. Good wishes, 
praise, and prayers 17s 

Shall Suffolk ever nave of Margaret [Going. 
Suf. Farewell, sweet madam 1 but hark you, 
Margaret; 

No princely commendations to my king? 

Mar. Such commendations as become a 
maid, 176 

A virgin, and his servant, say to him. 

Suf. Words sweetly plac d and modestly 
directed. 

But madam, I must trouble you again. 

No loving token to his majesty? iso 

Mar. Yes, my good lord; a pure unspotted 
heart, 

Never yet taint with love, I send the king. 

Suf. And this withal. [Kisses her. 

Mar. That for thyself: I will not so presume, 
To send such peevish tokens to a king, rss 

[Exeunt reignier and MARGARET. 
Suf. O! wert thou for myself! But Suffolk, 
stay; 

Thou mayst not wander in that labyrinth: 
There Minotaurs and ugly treasons lurk. r 8 S 

Solicit Henry with her wondrous praise: 
Bethink thee on her virtues that surmount 
And natural graces that extinguish art; 

Repeat their semblance often on the seas, 192 
That, when thou com’st to kneel at Henry’s feet, 
Thou mayst bereave him of his wits with wonder. 

[Exit. 

Scene IV.— Camp of the duke or York, . 
in Anjou. 

Enter York, Warwick, and Others. 

York. Bring forth that sorceress, condemn’d 
to bum. 

Enter JOAN LA Pt'CELLE, guarded; and a 
Shepherd. 

Shep. Ah, Joan! this kills thy father’s heart 
outright. 

Have I sought every country far and near, 

And, now it is my chance to find thee out, 4 
Must I behold thy timeless cruel death? 

Ah, Joan! sweet daughter Joan, I’ll die with 
thee. 

Joan. Decrepit miserl base ignoble wretch 1 
I am descended of a gentler blood: 8 

Thou art no father nor no friend of mine. 
Shep. Out, out! My lords, an please you,'tis 
not so; 

I did beget her, all the parish knows: 

Her mother liveth yet, can testify ra 

She was the first fruit of my bachelorship. 

War. Graceless! wilt thou deny thy parent¬ 
age? 

York. This argues what her kind of life hath 
been: 

Wicked and vile; and so her death concludes. 16 
Shep. Fie, Joan, that thou wilt be so obstacle! 
God knows, thou art a collop of my flesh; 

And for thy sake have I shed many a tear: 
Deny me not, I prithee, gentle Joan. 20 
Joan. Peasant, avaunt! You have suborn'd 
this man. 
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Of purpose to obscure my noble With. 

Shep. ’Tis true, I gave a noble !o the priest. 
The mom that I was wedded to her mother. 24 
Kneel down and take my blessing. good my gi 1 1 . 
Wilt thou not stoop? Now cuisuj be the time 
Of thy nativity! 1 would the milk 
Thy mother gave thee, when thou suck’dst her 
breast, os 

Had been a little ratsbane for thy sake! 

Or else, when thou didst keep m.- lambs a-ficld 
I wish some ravenous woll ha eaten thee! 
Dost thou deny thy father, cursed drab? is 
O! burn her, burn her! hanging is too good. 

[kvr. 

York. Take her away; for she hath liv'd too 
long. 

To fill the world with vicious quaiincs. 

Juan. First, let me tell you .horn you have 
condemn’d-. 35 

Not me begotten of a shepherd swain, 

But issu'd from (lie progeny o! kun-s 
Virtuous and holy; chosen from above. 

By inspiration of celestial gi.'-e, to 

To work exceeding miracles on earth. 

I never had to do with wicked .pi-its: 

But you,—that are. polluted ai ji vnur lusts. 
Stain’d with the guiltiest bi.mil of Innocents, 44 
Corrupt and tainted with a thousand vn -.s. - 
Because you want the .race th.-t . -hirs laic, 
You judge it straight a th n. m>p». I 
To compass .vonders but by hop ,.f v ' is 
No misconceived! Joan of A r c h ;t 1 !>een 
A virgin from her tender inlanc /. 

Chaste and immaculate ,n vei' thm. lit: 
Whosemaidenblood.thusrigorou lyr-llus d. 52 
Will cry for vengeance at the gates of heaven. 
York. Ay, ay: away with tier to exec ion! 
War. And hark ye, sirs; became u a 
maid. 

Spare for no fagots, let there he enow <6 
Place barrels of pitch upon the i .'.u .ike 
That so her torture may he shm ten d 
Joan. Will nothing turn your unrelenting 
hearts? 

Then, Joan, discover ,hii e infirm! v; «,o 

That warranteth by law to be thy pr ile;;c 
I am with child, ye blood, hom e les 
Murder not then the fruit within m, womb. 
Although ye hale me to a v.oler.t dr ith. 6.1 
York. Now, heaven fore fend! ttte holy maid 
with child! 

War. The greatest miracle that e'er yc 
wrought! 

Is all your strict preciseness come 10 this? 

York. She aad the Dauphin have been jug¬ 
gling: t>i 

I did imagine what would be her 'cfnge. 

War. Well, go to; we will h. e no bustards 
live; 

Especially since Charles must father it. 

Joan. You are deceiv'd: my child is none of 
his: 02 

It was Alencon that enjoy'd my love. 

York. Alencon 1 that notorious MachiaveH 
It dies an if it had a thousand lives. 

Joan. O! give me leave, I have deluded you: 
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'Twas neither Charles, nor yet the duke I nam d. 
But Reignier, King of Naples, that prevail'd. 
War. A married man: that’s most intoler¬ 
able. 

York. Why, here's a girl! I think she knows 
not well, 80 

There were so many, whom she may accuse. 
War. it's c gn she hath been liberal and free. 
1 'ork. And yet. forsooth, she is a virgin pure. 
Strumpet, thy words condemn thy brat and thee: 
Use no entreaty, for it is in vain. 85 

Joan. Then lead me hence; with wuom 1 
leave my curse: 

May never glorious sun reflex his beams 
Upon the country where you make abode; 88 
But darkness and the gloomy shade of death 
Environ you, till mischief and despair 
Drive you to break your necks or hang your¬ 
selves! I L'xit, guarded. 

York. Break thou in pieces and consume to 
ashes, sis 

Thou foul accursed minister of hell! 

Enter cardinal Beaufort, attended. 

Car. Lord regent, I do greet your excellence 
With letters of commission from the king, 
f or know, my lords, the states of Christendom, 
Mov'd with remorse of these outrageous broils. 
Have earnestly implor'd a general peace 98 
Betwixt our nation and the aspiring French; 
And here at hand the Dauphin, and his train, 
Approacheth to confer about some matter. 101 
York. Is all our travail turn’d to this effect? 
After the slaughter of so many peers, 

\:t many captains, gentlemen, and soldiers, 104 
I nat in this quarrel have been overthrown. 
i. id sold their bodies for their country's benefit, 
.'hall we at last conclude effeminate peace? 
Have we not lost most par: of ai! the towns, 10S 
By treasoa, falsehood, and by treachery. 

Our neat progenitors had conquered? 

O! Warwick, Warwick!,, I foresee with grief 
1 he utter loss of all the realm of France. 1 is 
War. Be patient, York: if we conclude a 
peace. 

It shall be with such strict and severe covenants 
As little shall the Frenchmen gain thereby. 

Enter CHARLES, attended: alencon, the bastard 
OF ORLEANS, REIGNIER, and Other!. 

Char. Since, lords of England, it is thus 
agreed, 116 

That peaceful truce shall be proclaim'd in 
France, 

We come to be informed by yourselves 
What the conditions of that league must be. 
York. Speak, Winchester; for boiling choler 
chokes iso 

The hollow passage of my poison'd voice. 

By sight of these our baletUi enemies. 

Car. Charles, and the rest, it is enacted thus: 
That, in regard King Henry gives consent, 1x4 
Of mere compassion and or lenity. 

To ease your country of distressful war. 

And suffer you to breathe in fruitful peace. 
You shall become true liegemen to his crown: 
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And, Charles, upon condition thou wilt swear 
To pay him tribute, and submit thyself. 

Thou shale be plac’d as viceroy under him. 
And still enjoy thy regal dignity. 131 

Alcn. Must he be then, as shadow of himself? 
Adorn his temples with a coronet, 

And yet, in substance and authority, 

Retain but privilege of a private man? 13S 
This proffer is absurd and reasonless. 

Char. Tis known already that I am possess’d 
With more than half the Galiian territories, 
And therein reverenc’d for their lawful king: 140 
Shall I, for lucre of the rest unvanquish'd. 
Detract so much from that prerogative 
As to be call’d but viceroy of the whole ? 

No, lord ambassador; I’ll rather keep 144 
That which I have than, coveting for more, 
Be cast from possibility of all. 

York. Insulting Charles 1 bast thou by secret 
means 

Us’d intercession to obtain a league, 148 
And now the matter grows to compromise. 
Stand’s! thou aloof upon comparison? 

Either accept the title thou usurp’st. 

Of benefit proceeding from our king 
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Where I may have fruition of her love. 

Suf. Tush! my good lord, this superficial tale 


kJUJrn X until IU7 ewu tutu, IIL13 HUlAlll 

Is but a preface of her worthy praise: 

The chief perfections of that lovely dame— 1* 
Had I sufficient skill to utter them— 

Would make a volume of enticing lines, 

Able to ravish any dull conceit: 

And, which is more, she is not so divine, is 
So full replete with choice of all delights. 

But with as humble lowliness of mind 
She is content to be at your command; 
Command, Imea n, of virtuous chastein tents, 
To love and honour Henry as her lord. 21 
K. Hen. And otherwise will Henry ne’er pre¬ 
sume. 

Therefore, my Lord Protector, give consent 
That Margaret may be England s royal queen. 

Glo. So should I give consent to flatter sin. 
You know, my lord, your highness is betroth'd 
Unto another lady of esteem; 

How shall we then dispense with that contract, 
And not deface your honour with reproach? 29 
Suf. As doth a ruler with unlawful oaths; 
Or one that, at a triumph having vow’d 
To try his strength, forsaketh yet the lists 32 
By reason of his adversary’s odds. 


_ _ _ xja 

And not of any challenge of desert, - 

Or we will plague thee with incessant wars. A poor earl’s daughter is unequal odds, 
Rcig. My lord, you do not well in obstinacy And therefore may be broke without offence. 
To cavil in the course of this contract: 156 Glo. Why, what, I pray, is Margaret moi 


If once it be neglected, ten to one. 

We shall not find like opportunity. 

Alen. [Aside to CHARLES.} To say the truth, 
it is your policy 

To save your subjects from such massacre t 6 o 
And ruthless slaughters as are daily seen 
By our proceeding in hostility; 

And therefore take this compact of a truce, 
Although you break it when your pleasure 
serves. >64 

War. How sayst thou, Charles? shall our 
condition stand? 

Char. It shall; 

Only reserv’d, you claim no Interest 
In any of our towns of garrison. t *>8 

York. Then swear allegiance to his majesty; 
As thou art knight, never to disobey 
Nor be rebellious to the crown of England. 
Thou, nor thy nobles, to the crown of England. 

(CHARLES, Ac., give tokens of fealty. 
So, now dismiss your army when ye please; 
Hang up your ensigns, let your drums be still. 
For here we entertain a solemn peace. [ Exeunt. 

Scene V.— London. A Room in the Palace. 
Enter kino HENRY, in conference with SUFFOLK; 
GLOUCESTER and EXETER following. 

K. Hen. Your wondrous rare description, 
noble earl, 

Of beauteous Margaret hath astonish'd me: 
Her virtues, graced with external gifts, 

Do breed love’s settled passions in my heart: 4 
, And like as rigour of tempestuous gusts 
Provokes the mightiest hulk against the tide, 
So am I driven by breath of her renown 
Either to suffer shipwrack, or arrive 8 


than that? 

Her father is no better than an earl. 

Although in glorious titles he excel. 

Suf. Yes, my good lord, her father is a king. 
The King of Naples and Jerusalem; 40 

And of such great authority in France 
As his alliance will confirm our peace, 

And keep the Frenchmen in allegiance. 43 
Glo. AndsotheEarlofArmagnacmaydo, 
Because he is near kinsman unto Charles. 
Exe. Beside, his wealth doth warrant liberal 
dower, . ...... 

Where Reignier sooner will receive than give. 
Suf. A dower, my lords! disgrace not so your 

kin§j 4^ 

That he’should be so abject, base, and poor, 

To choose for wealth and not for perfect love. 
Henry is able 10 enrich his queen. 

And not to seek a queen to make him rich: 52 
So worthless peasants bargain for their wives, 
As market-men for oxen, sheep, or horse. 
Marriage is a matter of more worth 
Than to be dealt in by attorneyship: 56 

Not whom we will, but whom his Grace affects, 
Must be companion of his nuptial bed; 

And therefore, lords, since he affects her most 
It most of all these reasons bindeth us, 60 
In our opinions she should be preferr’d. 

For what is wedlock forced, but a hell. 

An age of discord and continual strife? 
Whereas the contrary bringeth bliss, 64 

And is a pattern of celestial peace. 

Whom should we match with Henry, being a 
king. 

But Margaret, that is daughter to a king? 

Her peerless feature, joined with her birth, 68 
Approves her fit for none but for a Icing: 
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Her valiant courage and ondaunted spirit- To cross the seas to England and be crown'd 

More than in women commonly is seen- King Henry's faithful and anointed queen; 
Wl answer our hope in issue of a king; n For your expenses and sufficient charge, 91 
For Henry, son unto a conqueror, Among the people gather up a tenth, 

Is iely to beget more conquerors, Be gone, I say; for till you do return 

If with a lady of so high resolve I rest perplexed with a thousand cares, 

As is fair Margaret he be link'd in love, 7$ And you, good uncle, banish all offence; $6 
Then yield, my lords; and here conclude with If you do censure me by what you were, 
me Not what you are, I know it will excuse 

Bat Nfargaret shall be queen, and none but she, This sudden execution of my will 
l Hen, Whether it be through force of your And so, conduct me, where, from company 
report, l may revolve and ruminate my arief, [M 

My noble lord of Suffolk, or for that So Glo, Ay, grief, 1 fear me, both at first and 
My tender youth was nevei yet attaint last, (foeunr Gloucester ami exiter, 
With any passion of inflaming love, Sttf, Thus Suffolk hath prevail’d; and thus 
I cannot tell; but this I am assur’d, he goes, 103 

I feel such sharp dissension in my breast, H As did the youthful Paris once to Greece; 
Such fierce alarums both of hope and fear, With hope to find the like event in love, 

As I am sick with working of my thoughts. But prosper better than the Trojan did, 

Take, therefore, shipping; post, my lord, to Margaret shall now be queen, and rule the 
France; king; 107 

Agree to any covenants, and procure S 3 But 1 will rule both her, the king, and realm. 
That Lady Margaret do vouchsafe to come (M 
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ACT I 

Scene I.— London. A room of State in the 
Palace. 

Flourish of Trumpets: then hautboys. Enter, on 
one Side, KING HENRY, DUKE OP GLOUCESTER, 
SALISBURY, WARWICK, and CARDINAL BEAU¬ 
FORT; on the other, QUEEN MARGARET, led in 
by Suffolk; york, somerset, Buckingham, 
and Others, following. 

Suf. As by your high imperial majesty 
I had in charge at my depart for France, 

As procurator to your excellence, 

To marry Princess Margaret for your Grace; 4 
So, in the famous ancient city, Tours, 

In presence of the Kings of France and Sicil, 
The Dukes of Orleans, Calaber, Britaine, and 
Alencon, 

Seven earls, twelve barons, and twenty reverend 
bishops, * 

I have perform’d my task, and was espous’d: 
And humbly now upon my bended knee, 

In sight of England and her lordly peers, 
Deliver up my title in the queen «a 

To your most gracious hands, that ore the sub- 
. stance 

OT that great shadow I did represent; 
ihe happiest gift that ever marquess gave, 

The fairest queen that ever king receiv’d. >* 


K. Hen. Suffolk, arise. Welcome, Queen 
Margaret: 

I can express no kinder sign of love 
Than this kind kiss. OLord! that lends me life. 
Lend me a heart replete with thankfulness! so 
For thou hast given me in this beauteous face 
A world of earthly blessings to my soul. 

If sympathy of love unite our thoughts. 

<j. Mar. Great King of England and my 
gracious lord, 24 

The mutual conference that my mind hath had 
By day, by night, waking, and in my dreams. 
In courtly company, or at my beads, 

With you, mine alderliefest sovereign, 2B 
Makes me the bolder to salute my king 
With ruder terms, such as my wit affords, 

And over-joy of heart doth minister. 

K. Hen. Her sight did ravish, but her grace 
in speech, 32 

Her words y-clad with wisdom’s majesty, 
Makes me from wondering fall to weeping joys; 
Such is the fulness of my heart's content 
Lords, with one cheerful voice welcome my 
love. 3« 

All. Long live Queen Margaret, England’s 
happiness I 

Q. Mar. We thank you alL [Flourish. 
Lord Protector, so it please your 
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Here are the articles of contracted peace 40 
Between our sovereign and the French King 
Charles, 

For eighteen months concluded by consent. 

Glo. Imprimis, It is agreed between the 
French king, Charles, and William De la Pole, 
Marquess of Suffolk, ambassador for Henry 
King of England, that the said Henry shall 
espouse the Lady Margaret, daughter unto 
Reignier King of Naples, Sicilia, and Jeru¬ 
salem, and crown her Queen of England ere the 
thirtieth of May next ensuing. Item, That 
the duchy of Anjou and the county of Maine 
shall be released and delivered to the king her 
father .— [Lets the paper fall. 

K. Hen. Uncle, how now! 

Glo. Pardon me, gracious lord; 

Some sudden qualm hath struck me at the heart 
And dimm’d mine eyes, that I can read no 
further. 56 

K. Hen. Uncle of Winchester, I pray, read on. 
Car. Item, It is further agreed between 
them, that the duchies of Anjou and Maine 
shall be released and delivered over to the king 
her father; and she sent over of the King of 
England’s own proper cost and charges, with¬ 
out having any dowry. 

K. Hen. They please us well. Lord mat- 
guess, kneel down: 64 

We here create thee the first Duke of Suffolk, 
And girt thee with the sword. Cousin of York, 
We hers discharge your Grace from being 
regent 

I* the parts of France, till term of eighteen 
months 68 

Be full expir’d. Thanks, uncle Winchester, 
Gloucester, York, Buckingham, Somerset, 
Salisbury, and Warwick; 

We thank you all for this great favour done, 7a 
In entertainment to my princely queen. 

Come, let us in, and with all speed provide 
To see her coronation be perform’d. 

[Exeunt kino, queen, and Suffolk. 
Glo. Brave peers of England, pillars of the 
state, 76 

To you Duke Humphrey must unload his grief, 
Your grief, the common grief of all the land. 
What! did my brother Henry spend his youth, 
His valour, coin, and people, in the wars ? 80 
Did he so often lodge in open field. 

In winter’s cold, and summer’s parching heat. 
To conquer France, his troe inheritance? 

And did my brother Bedford toil his wits, 84 
To keep by policy what Henry got? 

Have you yourselves, Somerset, Buckingham, 
Brave Y ork, Salisbuty, and victorious Warwick, 
Receiv’d deep scars in France and Normandy? 
Or hath mine uncle Beaufort and myself, 89 
With all the learned council of the realm. 
Studied so long, sat in the council-house 
Early and late, debating to and fro 92 

How France and Frenchmen might be kept in 
awe? 

And hath his highness in his infancy 
Been crown’d in Paris, in despite of foes? 

And shall these labours and these honours die? 


Shall Henry’s conquest, Bedford’s vigilance. 
Your deeds of war and all our counsel die? 

O peers of England! shameful is this league. 
Fatal this marriage, cancelling your fame, 100 
Blotting your names from books of memory. 
Razing the characters of your renown, 
Defacing monuments of conquer'd France, 
Undoing all, as all had never been. 104 

Car. Nephew, what means this passionate 
discourse, 

This peroration with such circumstance? 

For France, ’tis ours; and we will keep it still. 

Glo. Ay, uncle; we will keep it, if we can; 
But now it is impossible we should. 109 
Suffolk, the new-made duke that rules the roast. 
Hath given the duchies of Anjou and Maine 
Unto the poor King Reignier, whose large style 
Agrees not with the leanness of his purse. 113 
Sal. Now, by the death of him who died for 
all. 

These counties were the keys of Normandy. 

But wherefore weeps Warwick, my valiant son? 

War. For grief that they are past recovery: 
For, were there hope to conquer them again. 
My sword should shed hot blood, mine eyes 
no tears. 119 

Anjou and Maine! myself did win them both; 
Those provinces these arms of mine did conquer: 
And are the cities, that I got with wounds. 
Deliver’d up again with peaceful words? 
MortDieu! 114 

York. For Suffolk’s duke, may he be suffo¬ 
cate. 

That dims the honour of this war-like isle! 
France should have tom and rent my very heart 
Before I would have yielded to this league, us 
I never read hut England’s kings have had 
Large sums of gold and dowries with their wives; 
And our King Henry gives away his own. 

To match with her that brings no vantages. 13* 
Glo. A proper jest, and never heard before, 
That Suffolk should demand a whole fifteenth 
For costs and charges in transporting her! 

She should have stay'd in France, and starv’d 
in France, 136 

Before— 

Car. My Lord of Gloucester, now you grow 
too hot; 

It was the pleasure of my lord the king. 

Glo. My Lord of Winchester, 1 know your 
mind: 140 

Tis not my speeches that you do mislike. 

But ’tis my presence that doth trouble ye. 
Rancour will out; proud prelate, in thy face 
I see thv fury. If I longer stay »44 

We shall begin our ancient bickerings. 
Lordings, farewell; and say, when 1 am gone, 
1 prophesied France will be lost ere long. [Exi:. 

Car. So, there goes our protector in a rage. 
’Tis known to you he is mine enemy, 149 

Nay, more, an enemy unto you all. 

And no great friend, I fear me, to the king. 
Consider lords, he is the next of blood, 152 
And heir apparent to the English crown; 

Had Henry got an empire by his marriacc, 

And all the wealthy kingdoms of the west. 
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There '$ reason he should be displeas’d at it. 

Look to it, lords; let not his smoothing words 
Bewitch your hearts; be wise and circumspect. 
What thoueh the common people favour him. 
Calling him, ‘Humphrey, the good Duke of 
Gloucester;’ 160 

Clapping their hands, and cry ing with loud voice, 

• Jesu maintain your royal excellence!' 

With ‘ God preserve the good Duke Humphrey! ’ 

I fear me, lords, for all this llattering gloss, 164 
He will he found a dangerous protector. 

Buck. Why should he then protect our 
sovereign, 

He being of age to govern of himself? 

Cousin of Somerset, join you with me, 168 
And all together, with the Duke of Suffolk, 

We’ll quickly hotse Duke Humphrey from his 
scat. 

Car. This weighty business will not brook 
delay; 

I’ll to the Duke of Suffolk presently. [£jc/r. 
Sam. Cousin of Buckingham, though Hum¬ 
phrey’s pride 173 

And greatness of his place be grief to us, 

Yet let us watch the haughty cardinal: 

His insolence is more intolerable 176 

Than all Ihe piinces in the land beside: 

If Gloucester he displac’d, he’ll be protector. 
Buck. Or thou, or 1 , Somerset, will be pro¬ 
tector. 

Despite Dul e Humphrey or the cardinal. 180 
[LauiiiI BUCKINGHAM and SOMERSET. 
Sa'. Pride went before, ambition follows 
him. 

While these do labour for their own preferment. 
Behoves it us to labour for the realm. 

I never sew bm Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, 
Did bear him like a noble gentleman. 185 
Oft have I seen the haughty cardinal 
More like a soldier than a man o’ the church. 

As stout and proud as he were lord of all, 188 
Swear like a ruffian and demean himself 
Unlike the ruler of a commonweal. 

Warwick, my son, the comfort of my age. 

Thy deeds, thy plainness, and thy house¬ 
keeping, 191 

Have w on the greatest favour of the commons. 
Excepting none but good Duke Humphrey: 

And, brother York, thy acts in Ireland, 

In bringing them to civil discipline, x»S 

Thy late exploits done In the heart of France, 
When theu wert regent for our sovereign. 

Have made thee fear’d and honour’d of the 
people. 

Join wc together for the public good, 200 
In what we can to bridle and suppress 
The pride of Suffolk and the cardinal, 

With Somerset’s and Buckingham’s ambition; 
And, as we may, cherish Duke Humphrey's 
deeds, 204 

While they do tend the profit of the land. 

War. So God help Warwick, as he loves the 
• land. 

And common profit of his country! 

York. | Aside. I And so saya York, for he hath 
greatest cause. »°* 
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Sal. Then let’s make haste away, and look 
unto the main. 

War. Unto the main! O father, Maine is lost! 
That Maine which by main force Warwick did 
win. 

And would have kept so long as breath did last: 
Main chance, father, you meant; but I meant 
Maine, 213 

Which 1 will win from France, or else be slain. 

[Exeunt Warwick and Salisbury. 
York. Anjou and Maine are given to the 
French; 

Paris is lost; the state of Normandy 216 

Stands on a tickle point now they are gone. 
Suffolk concluded on the articles, 

The peers agreed, and Henry was well pleas’d 
To change two dukedoms for a duke's fair 
daughter. 220 

I cannot blame them all; what is’t to them? 

’Tis thine they give away, and not their own. 
Pirates may make cheap pennyworths of their 
Pillage, 

And purchase friends, and give to courtezans, 
Still revelling like lords till all be gone; 22s 

While as the silly owner of the goods 
Weeps over them, and wrings his hapless hands. 
And shakes his head, and trembling stands 
aloof. 

While all is shar’d and all is borne away, 229 
Ready to starve and dare not touch his own: 
So York must sit and fret and bite his tongue 
While his own lands are bargain’d for and sold. 
Methinks the realms of England, France, and 
Ireland 233 

Bear that proportion to my flesh and blood 
As did the fatal brand Althtea bunt’d 
Unto the prince’s heart of Calydon. 236 

Anjou and Maine both given unto the French 1 
Cold news for me, for I had hope of France, 
Even as I have of fertile England’s soil. 

A day will come when York shall claim his own; 
And therefore 1 will take the Nevils’ pans 241 
And make a show of love to proud Duke Hum¬ 
phrey, 

And, when I spy advantage, claim the crown. 
For that’s the golden mark 1 seek to hit. 244 
Nor shall proud Lancaster usurp my right. 
Nor bold the sceptre in his childish fist. 

Nor wear the diadem upon his head, 

Whose church-like humours fit not for a crown. 
Then, York, be still awhile, till time do serve: 
Watch thou and wake when others be asleep, 
Topry into the secret soft he state; 

Till Henry, surfeiting inJoys of love, 25a 

With his new bride and England’s dear-bought 
queen, 

And Humphrey with the peers be fali’n at jars; 
Then will I raise aloft the milk-white rose, 
With whose sweet smell the air shall be per¬ 
fum'd, 236 

And in my standard bear the arms of York, 
To grapple with the house of Lancaster; 

And, force perforce. I’ll make him yield the 
crown. 

Whose bookish rule bath pull'd fair England 
down. [Exit. 
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Sons IL —The Same. A Room in the duke 
of GLOUCESTER’S House. 

Enter GLOUCESTER and his DUCHESS. 

Duch. Why droops tuy lord, like over-ripen’d 
corn 

Hanging the head at Ceres’ plenteous load? 
Why doth the great Duke Humphrey knit his 
brows, 

As frowning at the favours of the world? 4 
Why are thine eyes fix’d to the sullen earth, 
Gazing on that which seems to dim thy sight? 
What seest thou there? King Henry’s diadem 
Enchas’d with all the honours of the world? s 
If so, gaze on, and grovel on thy face, 

Until thy head be circled with the same. 

Put forth thy hand, reach at the glorious gold: 
What! is’t too short? I’ll lengthen it with 
mine; 12 

And having both together heav’d it up. 

We'll both together lift our heads to heaven, 
And never more abase our sight so low 
As to vouchsafe one glance unto the ground. 
Glo. O Nell, sweet Nell, if thou dost love thy 
lord, 17 

Banish the canker of ambitious thoughts: 

And may that thought, when I imagine ill 
Against my king and nephew, virtuous Henry, 
Be my last breathing in this mortal world 1 21 
My troublous dream this night doth make me 
sad. 

Duch. What dream’d my lord? tell me, and 
I’U requite it 

With sweet rehearsal of my morning's dream. 
Glo. Methought this staff, mine office-badge 
in court. 

Was broke in twain; by whom I have forgot, 
But, as I think, it was by the cardinal; 

And on the pieces of the broken wand 2s 
Were plac’d the heads of Edmund Duke of 
Somerset, 

And William De la Pole, first Duke of Suffolk. 
This was my dream: what it doth bode, God 
knows. 

Duch. Tutl this was nothing but an argu¬ 
ment 32 

That he that breaks a stick of Gloucester's grove 
Shall lose his head for his presumption. 

But list to me, my Humphrey, my sweet duke: 
Methought I sat in seat of majesty 36 

In the cathedral church of Westminster, 

And in that chair where kings and queens are 
crown’d; 

Where Henry and Dame Margaret kneel’d to 
me, 

And on my head did set the diadem. 40 
Glo. Nay, Eleanor, then must I chide out¬ 
right: 

Presumptuous dame! ill-nurtur’d Eleanor! 

Art thou not second woman in the realm. 
And the protector’s wife, belov’d of him? 44 
Hast thou not worldly pleasure at command. 
Above the reach or compass of thy thought? 
And wilt thou still be hammering treachery, 

To tumble down thy husband and thyself 4 S 
Prom top of honour to disgrace’s feet? 


[ACT! 

Away from me, and let me hear no more. 
Duch. What, what, my lordl are you so 
choleric 

With Eleanor, for telling but her dream? 52 
Next time I’ll keep my dreams unto myself, 
And not be check’d. 

Glo. Nay, be not angry; I am pleas'd again. 
Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My Lord Protector, ’tis his hi ghness * 
pleasure $6 

You do prepare to ride unto Saint Alban’s, 
Whereas the king and queen do mean to hawk. 
Glo. Igo. Come, Nell, thou wilt ride with us? 
Duch. Yes, my good lord, I'll follow pre¬ 
sently. 60 

[Exeunt Gloucester and Messenger. 
Follow I must; I cannot go before. 

While Gloucester bears this base and humble 
mind. 

Were I a man, a duke, and next of blood, 

I would remove these tedious stumbling-blocks 
And smooth my way upon their headless necks; 
And, being a woman, I will not be slack 
To play my part in Fortune’s pageant. 

Where are you there? Sir John! nay, fear not, 
man, 68 

We are alone; here's none but thee and L 

Enter HUME. 

Hume. Jesus preserve your royal majesty! 
Duch. What sayst thou? majesty 1 I am but 
Grace. 

Hume. But, by the grace ofGod, and Hume's 
advice, 72 

Your Grace’s title shall be multiplied. 

Duch. What sayst thou, man? hast thou as 
yet conferr’d 

With Margery Jourdain, the cunning witch. 
With Roger Bolingbrolce, the conjurer? 76 
And will they undertake to do me good? 
Hume. This they have promised, to show 
your highness 

A spirit rais'd from depth of under ground. 
That shall make answer to such questions So 
As by your Grace shall be propounded him. 
Duch. It is enough: I’ll think upon the 
questions. 

When from Saint Alban's we do make return 
We’U see these things effected to the full. 14 
Here, Hume, take this reward; make merry, 
man, 

With thy confed’rates in this weighty cause. 

Hume. Hume must make merry witi the 
duchess’ gold: 

Marry and shall. But how now, Sir John 
Hume! ss 

Seal up your lips, and give no words but mum: 
The business asketh silent secrecy. 

Dame Eleanor gives gold to bring the witch: 
Gold cannot come amiss, were she a devil. 93 
Yet have I gold flies from another coast: 

I dare not say from the rich cardinal 
And from the great and new-made Dak* of 
Suffolk; 


534 
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Yet I do find it so: for, to be plain, 96 
They, knowing Dante Eleanor's aspiring hu¬ 
mour. 

Have hired me to undermine the duchess 
And buzz these conjurations in her brain. 

They say, * A crafty knave does need no broker; ’ 
Yet am I Suffolk and the cardinal’s broker. 
Hume, if you take not heed, you shall go near 
To call them both a pair of crafty knives. 

Well, so it stands; and thus, I fear, at last 104 
Hume’s knavery will be the duchess’ wrack. 
And her attainture will be Humphrey’s fall. 
Sort how it will I shall have gold for all. [Exit. 

Scene QL —The Same. A Room in the 
Palace. 

Enter three or four Petitioners, peter, the Ar¬ 
mourer’s man, being one. 

First Pet. My masters, let’s stand close: my 
Lord Protector will come this way by and by, 
and then we may deliver our supplications In 
the quill. 4 

Sec. Pet. Marry, the Lord protect him, for 
he’s a good man! Jesu bless nimt 

Enter suffoix and queen Margaret. 

First Pet. Here a’ comes, methinks, and the 
queen with him. I'll be the first, sun. s 
Sec. Pet. Come back, fool! this is the Duke 
of Suffolk and not my Lord Protector. 

Suf. How now, fellow! wouldst anything 
with me? . _ » 

FirstPet. I pray, my lord, pardon me: I took 
ye for my lorn Protector. 

Q. Mar. [Glancing at the Superscriptions.] 
To my Lord Protector! are your supplications 
iohisksrdship? Let me see them: what is thine? 

First Pet. Mine is, an't please your Grace, 
against John Goodman, my Lord Cardinal a 
man, for keeping my house, and lands, my wife 
and all, from me. 21 

Suf. Thy wife too'.that Is some wrong indeed. 
What’s yours? What’s here? Against the 
Duke of. 

Melford! iww uuffi au 
Sec. Pet. Alas! w, Ism but a poor peti¬ 
tioner of oar whole township. 

Peter. [Presenting his petition.] Against my 
master, Thomas Homer, for saying that the 


335 HENRY VI, Pt 2 

Begin your suits anew and sue to him. 

[Tears the petitions. 

Away, base millions! Suffolk, let them go. 

Au. Come, let’s be gone. 44 

J Exeunt Petitioners, 
folk, say, is this the 

guise. 

Is this the fashion of the court of England? 

Is this the government of Britain’s isle. 

And this the royalty of Albion’s king? 48 
What! shall King Henry be a pupil still 
Under the surly Gloucester’s governance? 

Am I a queen in title and in style, 

And must be made a subject to a duke? 52 
I tell thee, Pole, when in the city Tours 
Thou ran st a tilt in honour of my love. 

And stol’st away the ladies’ hearts of France, 

I thought King Henry had resembled thee 36 
In courage, courtship, and proportion: 

But all his mind is bent to holiness. 

To number Ave-Maries on his beads; 

His champions are the prophets and apostles; 
His weapons holy saws of sacred writ; Si 
His study is his tilt-yard, and his loves 
Are brazen images of canoniz’d saints. 

I would the college of the cardinals 64 

Would choose him pope, and carry him to 
Rome, 

And set the triple crown upon his head: 

That were a state fit for his holiness. 

Suf. Madam, be patient; os I was cause St 
Your highness came to England, so will I 
In England work your Grace’s full content 
Q. Mar. Beside the haught protector, have 
we Beaufort 

The imperious churchman, Somerset, Bucking¬ 
ham, 72 

And grumbling York; and not the least of these 
But can do more in England than the king. 

Suf. And he of these that can do most of all 
Cannot do more in England than the Nevils: 76 
Salisbury and Warwick are no simple peers. 
0 . Mar. Not all these lords do vex me half 


__ 80 

•out. for'enclaUng~the ‘commons"of As that proud dame.theLord Protector’s wife: 
now sir knave! >5 She sweeps it through the court with troops of 

■ ' - • ------ ladies, 80 

More tike an empre ss than Duke Humphrey's 
wife. 

Strangers in court do take her for the queen: 
Duke of York was rightArl heir to crown. She bearsa duke twroaM on h« tack. 

O Mar What savstthou? Did the Duke of And In her heart she scorns our poverty. 84 
York say be was riglitftil heir to the crown? sa Shall I not live to be aveng d on her? 

Peter. That my master was? No, forsooth: Contemptuous base-born callot as sta is, 
my master «ld thatbewaa; and that the king She vaunted’mongst her minions t’other day 
wa* an usurper. 

Suf. Who is there? 


Enter Servants. 

Take this fellow in, and tend for his master 
with a pursuivant presently. We’ll hear mote 
«f your matter before the king. 

[Exeunt Servants with peter. 
Q. Mar. And as for you, that love to be pro- 
tec ted 

Under the wings of oat protec to r’s grace. 


The very train of her worst wearing gown 88 
Was better worth than all my father’s lands. 
Till Suffolk gave two dukedoms for his daughter. 
Suf. Madam, myself have lim’d a bush for 
her. 

And plac’d a quire of such enticing birds 9 » 
That the will light to listen to the lays. 

And never mount to trouble you again. 

So, let her rest: and, madam, list to me; 

For I am bold to counsel you in this. 9* 
Although we finer not the c a r d inal , 
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Yet must we join with him and with the lords Give me my fan: what, minion! can ye not? 
Till we haxc brought Duke Humphrey in dis- [Giving the duchess a box on the ear. 

99 I cry you mercy, madam, was it you? 

As for thebtike of York, this late complaint Duck. VVas’t f? yea, I it was, proud French- 

- . . i -; .. woman. 


Will make but little for his beneH: 

So one by one, we’il weed them all Jt last. 

And you yourself shall steer the harpy helm. 

Sound a sennet. Enter kino henry, york, and 
SOMERSET 5 DUKE and DUCHESS OF GLO! ’ULSTER, 
CARDINAL BEAUFORT, BUCKINGHAM, SALIS¬ 
BURY, and Warwick. 

K. Hen. For my part, noble lords, I care not 
which; K " 4 

Or Somerset or York, all s one to me. 

York. If York have ill demean d himself in 
France, 

Then let him be denay’d the regentshra. 

Sam. II Somerset be unworthy of the place, 
Let York be regent; I will yield to him. ioy 
War. Whether your Grace be worthy, yea or 

no. 

Dispute not that: York is the worthier. 

Car. Ambitious Warwick, let thy betters 
speak. 113 

War. The cardinal’s not my better in the 
field. 


Could I come near your beauty with my nails 
Td set my ten commandments m your face, 143 
K. Hen. Sweet aunt, be quiet; ’twas against 
her will. 

Duch. Against her will! Good king, look 
to't in time; 

She'll hamper thee and dandle thee like a 
baby: 

Though in this place most master wear no 
breeches, um 

She shall not strike Dame Eleanor unreveng'd. 

(Eut, 

Buck. Lord Cardinal, I will follow Eleanor, 
And listen after Humphrey, how be proceeds; 
She's tickled now; her fume can need no spurs, 
She'll gallop far enough to her destruction. 

[Exit BUCKINGHAM. 

Reenter Gloucester. 

Clo. Now,lords,mycholerbeingover-blown 
With walking once about the quadrangle, 136 
I come to talk of commonwealth affairs. 

As for your spiteful false objections. 

Prove them, and I lie open to the law: 


Duck. AH in this presence are thy betters, 

Warwick. . .. 

War. Warwick may live to be the best of But God in mercy so deal with my soul 
all. As 1 in duty love my king and country 1 

Sat. Peace, son! and show some reason. But to the matter that we have in hand. 
Buckingham. 116 1 say, ray sov’reign, York is mectest man 

Why Somerset should be preferr’d in this. To be your regent in the realm of France. 

Q. Mur. Because the king, forsooth, will Suf. Before we make election, give me leave 
have it so. To show some reason, of no little force, 

Clo. Madam, the king is old enough himself That York is most unmeet of any man. 

To give his censure: these are no women’s York. I’ll tell thee, Suffolk, why I am un- 
matters. 120 meet: t68 

Q. Mar. If he be old enough, what needs First, for I cannot flatter thee In pride; 


160 


164 


your Grace 
To be protector of his excellence? 

G!o. Madam, I am protector of the realm; 
And at his pleasure wifi resign my place. 124 
Suf. Resign it t hen and leave thine insolence. 
Since thou wert king,—as who is king but 
thou?— 

The commonwealth hath daily run to wrack; 
The Dauphin hath prevail'd beyond the seas; 
And all the peers and nobles of tho realm 129 
Have been as bondmen to thy sovereignty. 
Car. The commons hast thou rack’d; the 
clergy's bags 

Arc lank and lean with thy extortions. 13s 
Sum. Thy sumptuous buildings and thy 
wife's at.ire 

Have cost a mass of public treasury. 

Buck. Thy cruelty in execution 
Upon offenders hath exceeded law, 13S 

And left thee to the mercy of the law. 

0 -Mar. Thy sale of offices and towns in 
France, 

If thi 


Next, if I be appointed for the place. 

My Lord of Somerset will keep me here. 
Without discharge, money, or furniture, m 
Till France be won into the Dauphin’s hands. 
Last time I danc’d attendance on his will 
Till Paris was besieg’d, fiunish’d, and lost. 

War. That can I witness; and a fouler fact 
Did never traitor in the land commit. 177 
Suf. Peace, headstrong Warwick! 

War. Image of pride, why should I hold my 
peace? 

Enter Servants ofwanoix, bringing in 
hoknsr andmaL. 

Suf. Because, here is a man accus'd of trea¬ 
son: 180 

Pray God the Duke of York excuse himself! 
York. DothanyoneaccuseYorkforatraitor? 
K. Hen. What mean'st tbou, Suffolk? tell 
me, what are these? 

Suf. Please it your majesty, this is the man 
lluu doth accuse his master of high treason, xlj 
‘ words Wert these: that Richard, Duke of 


'ey were known, as the suspect is great. His 
Would make thee quickly hop without thy head. York, 

lExit GLOUCESTER. The QUEEN drops Was rightful heir unto the English crown, 

her fan. And that your majesty eras an usurper. i*« 
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K. Hen. Say, man, wete these thy words? 
Her. An't shall please your majesty, 1 never 
said nor thought any such matter: God is my 
witness, 1 am falsely accused by the villain, 102 
Pet. By these ten bones, my lords, he did 
speak them to me in the garret one nignt, as 
we were scouting my Lord of York’s armour. 

York. Base dunghill villain, and mechanical. 
I'll have thy head for this thy traitor's speech. 
1 do beseech your royal majesty ryg 

Let him have all the rigour of the law. 

liar. Alas! my lord, hung me if ever I spake 
the words. My accuser is my prentice; and 
when 1 did correct him for his fault the other 
day, he did vow upon his knees he would be even 
w itli me: 1 have good witness of this: therefore 
1 beseech your majesty, do not cast away an 
honest man for a villain’s accusation. 

K. Hen. L’nclc, what shall we say to this in 
law? 207 

Glo. This doom, my lord, if I may judge. 

Let Somerset be regent o’er the french, 
Became in \ ork this breeds suspicion; 

And let these haie a day appointed them 
1 or single combat ir. convenient place; 212 
for he hath witness of his servant's malice. 
This is the law, and this Duke Humphrey's 
doom. 

K.Hcn. Thenbeitso. My Lord of Somerset, 
We make your Giace lord legent o’er the 
French. 21S 

Som. 1 humbly thank your royal majesty. 
Hor. And I accept the combat willingly. 
Pet. Alas! my lord, 1 cannot fight: for God's 
sake, pity my case! the spite of man prevaileth 
against me. O Lord, have mercy upon me! I 
shall never be abie to fight a blow. O Lord, my 
heart! 

Glo. Sirrah, or you must fight, or else be 
hang'd. 2-4 

K. Hen. Away with them to prison; and the 
day 

Of combat shall be the last of the next month. 
Come, Somerset, we'll see tbee sent away. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene IV.— The Same. The duke or 

GLOUCESTER’S Garden. 

Enter MARGERY J0URDA1N, HUME, SOUTHWELL, 
and BOLINGBROKE. 

Hume. Come, my masters; the duchess, I 
tell you, expects performance of your promises. 

Boling. Master Hume, we are therefore pro¬ 
vided. Will her ladyship behold and hear our 
exorcisms? s 

Hume. Ay; what else? fear you not her 
courage. 

Boling. I have heard her reported to be a 
woman of invincible spirit : but it shall be con¬ 
venient, Master Hume, that you be by her aloft 
while we be busy below; and so, I pray you, 
to in God’s name, and leave us. [Exit _hume.| 
Mother Jourdain, be you prostrate, and grovel 
on the earth; John Southwell, read you; and 
let us to our work. 
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Enter duchess aloft, hums following. 
Ditch. W ell said, my masters, and welcome 
all. it 

To this gear the sooner the better. 

Boling. Patience, good lady; wizards know 
their times: 

Deep night, dark night, the silent of the 
night, 

The time of night when Troy was set on fire; 20 
The time when screech-owls cry, and ban-dogs 
howl, 

And spirits walk, and ghosts break up their 
graves, 

That time best fits the work we have in hand. 
Madam, sit you, and fear not: whom we raise 
We will make fast within a hallow'd verge. 25 
[Here they perform the ceremonies belong¬ 
ing, and make ihe circle; BOUNGBRuKE, 
or SOUTHWELL reads, Conjuro te, Ac. It 
•Joinders and lightens terribly; then the 
Spirit riseth. 

Spir. Adsum. 

M. Jourd. Asmath! 

By the eternal God, whose name and power 2% 
Thou tremblest at, answer that 1 shall ask; 

For till thou speak, thou shalt not pass from 
hence. 

Spir. Ask what thou wilt. That I had said 
and done! 

Boling. First, of the king: what shall of him 
become ? 32 

Spir. The Duke yet lives that Henry shall 
depose; 

But him outlive, and die a violent death. 

[As the Spirit speaks, SOUTHWELL 
writes the answers. 
Boling. What fate awaits the Duke of Suf¬ 
folk? 

Spir. By water shall he die and take his end. 
Boling. What shall befall the Duke of Somer¬ 
set? 37 

Spir. Let him shun castles: 

Safer shall he be upon the sandy plains 
Than where castles mounted stand. 40 

Have done, for more I hardly can endure. 
Boling. Descend to darkness and the burn¬ 
ing lake! 

False fiend, avoid! 

[Thunder and lightning. Spirit descends. 


Enter YORK and BUCKINGHAM, hastily, with their 
Guards, and Others. 

York. Lay hands upon these traitors and 
their trash. 44 

Beldam, I think we watch’d you at an inch. 
What! madam, arc you there? the king and 
commonweal 

Arc deeply indebted for this piece of pains: 
My Lord Protector will, I doubt it not, 48 
See you well guerdon'd for these good deserts. 
Duch. Not half so bad as thine to England’s 
king, 

Injurious duke, that threat’st where is no cause. 
Buck. True, madam, none at ail. What call 
you this? IShowing her the papers. 

Away with thorn 1 let them be clapp’d up cioae 


£ 
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And kept asunder. You, madam, shall with us: 
Stafford, take her to thee.— 55 

[Exeunt above, DUCHESS and hume 
guarded. 

We’ll see your trinkets here all forthcoming. 
All, away! 

[Exeunt SOUTHWELL, BOUNGBROKE, <Sr., 
guarded. 

York. Lord Buckingham, me thinks you 
watch’d her well: 

A pretty plot, well chosen to build upon! 
Now, pray, my lord, let’s see the devil's writ. 
What have we here? . 61 

The duke yet lives that Henry shall depose; 

But him outlive, and die a violent death. 

Why, this is just, 64 

Aio te, /Eacida, Romanos vincere posse. 

Well, to the rest: 

Tell me what fate awaits the Duke of Suffolk? 
By water shall he die and take his end. 68 
What shall betide the Duke of Somerset? 

Let him shun castles: 

Safer shall he be upon the sandy plains 
Than where castles mounted stand. 72 

Come, come, my lords; these oracles 
Are hardly attain’d, and hardly understood. 
The king is now in progress towards Saint 
Alban’s; 

With him, the husband of this lovely lady: 76 
Thither go these news as fast as horse can carry 
them, 

A sorty breakfast for my Lord Protector. 

Buck. Your Grace shall give me leave, my 
Lord of York, 

To be the post, in hope of hi3 reward. 80 
York. At your pleasure, my good lord. 
Who’s within there, ho! 

Enter a Serving-man. 

Invite my Lords of Salisbury and Warwick 
To sup with me to-morrow night. Away! 

[flourish. Exeunt. 


act n 

Scene I.— St. Alban's. 

Enter KJNG HENRY, QUEEN MARGARET, GLOUCES¬ 
TER, CARDINAL BEAUFORT, and SUFFOLK, with 
Falconers, hollaing. 

Q. Mar. Believe me, lords, for flying at the 
brook, 

I saw not better sport these seven years’ day; 
Yet, by your leave, the wind was very high, 
And, ten to one, old Joan had not gone out. 4 
K. Hen. But what a point, my lord, your 
falcon made. 

And what a pitch she flew above the rest! 

To see how God in all his creatures works! 
Yea, man and birds are fain of climbing high. 8 
Suf. No marvel, an it like your majesty, 
My Lord Protector's hawks do tower so well; 
They know their master loves to be aloft. 

And bean his thoughts above his falcon’s pitch. 
Glo. My lord, 'tis but a base ignoble mind 
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That mounts no higher than a bird can soar. 


Car. 1 thought as much; he’d be above the 
clouds. 

Glo. Ay, my Lord Cardinal; how think you 
by that? iS 

Were it not good your Grace could fly to hea¬ 
ven? 

K. Hen. The treasury of everlasting joy. 
Car. Thy heaven is on earth; thine eyes and 
thoughts 

Beat on a crown, the treasure of thy heart; 10 
Pernicious protector, dangerous peer, 

That smooth’st it so with king and common¬ 
weal! 

Glo. What! cardinal, is your priesthood 
grown peremptory? 

Tantnne amrnis ccelestibus ir&? 24 

Churchmen so hot? good unde, hide such 
malice; 

With such holiness can you do it? 

Suf. No malice, sir; no more than well be¬ 
comes 

So good a quarrel and so bad a peer. 28 

Glo. As who, my lord ? 

Suf. Why, as you, my lord, 

An’t like your lordly lord-protectorship. 

Glo. Why, Suffolk, England knows thine 
insolence. 

Q. Mar. And thy ambition, Gloucester. 

K. Hen. I prithee, peace, 32 

Good queen, and whet not on these furious 
peers; 

For blessed are the peacemakers on earth. 

Car. Let me be blessed for the peace I make 
Against this proud protector with my sword! 36 
Glo. [Aside to the cardinal.] Faith, hoiy 
uncle, would ’twere come to that! 

Car. [Aside to Gloucester.] Marry, when 
thou dar’st. 

Glo. [Aside to the cardinal.] Make up no 
factious numbers for the matter; 

In thine own person answerHhy abuse. 40 
Car. [Aside to Gloucester.] Ay, where thou 
dar’st not peep; an if thou dar’st. 

This evening on the east side of the grove. 

K. Hen. How now, my lords! 

Car. Believe me, cousin Glthicester, 

Had not your man put up the fowl so suddenly, 
We had had more sport. [Aside to Glouces¬ 
ter.] Come with thy two-hand sword. 4 ; 
Glo. True, uncle. 

Cor. Are you advis’d? [Aside to Glouces¬ 
ter] the east side of the grove. 

Glo. [Aside to the cardinal.] Cardinal, I 
am with you. 48 

K. Hen. Why, how now, uncle Gloucester! 
Glo. Talking of hawking; nothing else, my 
lord.— 

[Aside to the cardinal. ] Now, by God’s mother, 
priest, I'U shave your crown 
For this, or all my fence shall fail. 32 

Car. [Aside to GLOUCESTER.] Medice teipsum; 
Protector, see to’t well, protect yourself. 

K. Hen. The winds grow high; so do your 
stomachs, lords. 

How irksome is this music to my heart 1 J6 
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When such strings jar, what hope of harmony ? 
I pray, my lords, let me compound this strife. 

Enter One, crying, ‘A Miracle .’ 

Glo. What means this noise? 

Fellow, what miracle dost thou proclaim? 60 
One. A miracle! a miracle I 
Suf. Come to the king, and tell him what 
miracle. 

One. Forsooth, a blind man at Saint Alban’s 
shrine. 

Within this half hour hath receiv’d his sight; 

A man that ne'er saw in his life before. 65 
K. Hen. Now, God be prais’d, that to be¬ 
lieving souls 

Gives light in darkness, comfort in despair! 

Enter the Mayor of Saint Alban's, and his 
Brethren, and simpcox, borne between two 
persons in a chair ; his Wife and a great multi¬ 
tude following. 

Car. Here comes the townsmen on procession, 
To present your highness with the man. 69 
a. Hen. Great is his comfort in this earthly 
vale, 

Although by his sight his sin be multiplied. 
Glo. Stand by, my masters; bring him near 
the king: 7a 

His highness’ pleasure is to talk with him. 

K. Hen. Good fellow, tell us here the cir¬ 
cumstance. 

That we for thee may glorify the Lord. 

What I hast thou been long blind, and now 
restor’d? 76 

Simp. Bom blind, an *t please your Grace. 
Wife. Ay, indeed, was he. 

Suf. What woman is this? 

Wife. His wife, an’t like your worship. 80 
Glo. Hadst thou been his mother, thou 
couldst have better told. 

X. Hen. Where wert thou bom? 

Simp. At Berwick in the north, an’t like 
your Grace. 

X. Hen. Poor soul I God’s goodness hath 
been great to thee: 84 

Let never day nor night unhallow'd pass. 

But still remember what the Lord hath done. 
Q. Mar. Tell me, good fellow, cam’s! thou 
here by chance. 

Or of devotion, to this holy shrine? 88 

•SVmp.^God knows, of pure devotion; being 

A hundred times and oft’ner in my sleep. 

By good Saint Alban; who said, ‘Simpcox, come; 
Come, offer at my shrine, and I will help thee. 
Wife. Most true, forsooth; and many, time 
and oft 93 

Myself have heard a voice to call him so. 

Car. What! art thou lame? 

Simp. Ay, God Almighty help me) 

Suf. How cam'st thou so? 

, Simp. A fall off of a tree. »« 

Wjf <• A plum-tree, master. . 

Glo. How long hast thou been blind? 
Simp. OI bom so, master. 

Glo. What I and wouldst climb a tree? 
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Simp. But that in all my life, when I was a 
youth. 

Wife. Too true; and bought his climbing very 
dear. 100 

Glo. Mass, thou lov’dst plums well, that 
wouldst venture so. 

Simp. Alas! master, my wife desir’d some 
damsons. 

And made me climb with danger of my life. 
Glo. A subtle knave! but yet it shall not 
serve. 104 

Let me see thine eyes: wink now: now open 
them: 

In my opinion yet thou seest not well. 

Simp. Yes, master, clear as day; I thank 
God and Saint Alban. 

Glo. Sayst thou me so? What colour is this 
cloak of? 108 

Simp. Red, master; red as blood. 

Glo. Why, that’s well said. What colour is 
my gown of? 

Simp. Black, forsooth; coal-black, as jet. 
K.Hen. Why then, thou know’st what colour 
jet is of? 11* 

Suf. And yet, I think, jet did he never see. 
Glo. But cloaks and gowns before this day a 
many. 

Wife. Never, before this day, in all his life. 
Glo. Tell me, sirrah, what’s my name? ti6 
Simp. Alas! master, I know not. 

Glo. What’s his name? 

Simp. I know not - 

Glo. Nor his? iso 

Simp. No, indeed, master. 

Glo. What’s thine own name? 

Simp. Saunder Simpcox, an if it please you, 
master. 

Glo. Then, Saunder, sit there, the lyingest 
knave in Christendom. If thou hadst been bom 
blind, thou mightst as well have known all our 
names as thus to name the several colours we do 
wear. Sight may distinguish of colours, but 
suddenly to nominate than all, it is impossible. 
My lords. Saint Alban here hath done a miracle; 
and would ye not think that cunning to be great, 
that could restore this cripple to his legs again? 
Simp. O, master, that you could 1 133 

Glo. My masters of Samt Alban's, have you 
not beadles in your town, and things called 
whips? 13s 

May. Yea, my lord, if it please your Grace. 
Glo. Then send for one presently. 

May. Sirrah, go fetch the beadle hither 
straight. {Exit an Attendant! 

Gut. Now fetch me a stool hither by and by. 
[A stool brought ear.] Now, sirrah, if you mean 
to save yourself from whipping, leap me over 
this stool and run away. 144 

Simp. Alas! master, I am not able to stand 
alone: 

You go about to torture me in vain. 

Re-enter Attendant, and a Beadle with a whip. 

Glo. Well, sir, we must have you find your 
legs. Sirrah beadle, whip him dU he leap over 
that same stool. 149 
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Bead. I will, my lord. Come on, sirrah; off 
with your doublet quickly. 

Simp. Alas! master, what shall I do? I am 
not able to stand. 153 

[After the Beadle hath hit him once, he 
leaps over the stool, and runs away: and 
the people follow and cry, ‘A miracle!’ 
K. Hen. O God! seest thou this, and bear’st 
so long? 

Q. Mar. It made me laugh to see the villain 
run. 

Clo. Follow the knave; and take this drab 
away. 156 

Wife. Alas! sir, we did it for pure need. 

Clo. Let them be whipp’d through every 
market town 

Till they come to Berwick, from whence they 
came. [Exeunt Mayor, Beadle, Wife, dr. 
Car. Duke Humphrey has done a miracle 
to-day. 160 

Suf. True; made the lame to leap and By 
away. 

Glo. But you have done more miracles than I; 
You made in a day, my lord, whole towns to fly. 

Enter BUCKINGHAM. 

K. Hen. What tidings with our cousin Buck¬ 
ingham? 164 

Buck. Such as my heart doth tremble to un¬ 
fold. 

A sort of naughty persons, lewdly bent, 

Linder the countenance and confederacy 
Of Lady Eleanor, the protector's wife, 168 
The ringleader and head of all this rout. 

Have practis'd dangerously against your state. 
Dealing with witches and with conjurers: 
Whom we have apprehended in the fact; 172 
Raising up wicked spirits from under-ground, 
Demanding of King Henry's life and death. 
And other of your highness’ privy council. 

As more at large your Grace shall understand. 
Car. And so, my Lord Protector, by this 
means 177 

Your lady is forthcoming yet at London. 

This news, I think, hath turn’d your weapon’s 
edge; 

Tis like, my lord, you will not keep your hour. 
Glo. Ambitious churchman, leave to afflict 
my heart: 181 

Sorrow and griefhave vanquish’dallmy powers; 
And, vanquish’d as I am, 1 yield to thee. 

Or to the meanest groom. 184 

K. Hen. O Godl what mischiefs work the 
wicked ones, 

Heaping confusion on their own heads thereby. 
Q. Mar. Gloucester, see here the tainture of 
thy nest" 

And look thyself be faultless, thou wert best 
Glo. Madam, for myself, to heaven I do appeal. 
How I have lov’d my king and commonweal; 
And, for my wife, I know not bow it stands. 
Sorry I am to hear what I have heard: 192 

Noble she is, but if she have forgot 
Honour and virtue, and conven'd with such 
As, like to pitch, defile nobility, 


I banish her my bed and company, 19# 

And give her, as a prey, to law and shame, 
That hath dishonour’d Gloucester’s honest 
name. 

K. Hen. Well, for this night we will repose 
us here: 

To-morrow toward L ondon back again, 100 
To look into this business thoroughly. 

And call these foul offenders to their answers; 
And poise the cause in justice* equal scales. 
Whose beam stands suie, v,nose rightful cause 
prevails. [flourish. Lxeunt. 


ScENB II.— London. The DUKE 01 YORK’S 
Garden. 

Enter YORK, SALISBURY, and WARWICK. 
York. Now, my good Lords of Salisbury and 
Warwick, 

Our simple supper ended, give me leave. 

In this close walk to satisfy myself, 

In craving your opinion of my title, I 

Which is infallible to England’s crown. 

Sal. My lord, I long to hear it at full. 

War. Sweet Y ork, begin; and if thy claim be 
good. 

The N evils are thy subjects to command. 8 
York. Then thus: 

Edward the Third, my lords, had seven sons: 
The first, Edward the Black Prince, Prince of 
Wales; 

The second. William of Hatfield; and the third, 
Lionel, Duke of Clarence; next to whom 13 
Was John of Gaunt, the Duke of Lancaster; 
The fifth was Fdmund Langley, Duke of York; 
The sixth was Thomas of Woodstock, Duke of 
Gloucester; 16 

William of Windsor was the seventh and last. 
Edward the Black Prince died before his father, 
And left behind him Richard, his only son. 
Who after Edward the Third's death, reign’d 
as king: 20 

Till Henry Bolingbroke, Duke of Lancaster, 
The eldest son and heir of John of Gaunt, 
Crown’d by the name of Henry the Fourth, 
Seiz’d on the realm, depos’d the rightful king. 
Sent his poor queen to France, from whence she 
came, aj 

And him to Pomfrct; where as all you know. 
Harmless Richard was murder’d traitorously. 

War. Father, the duke hath told the truth; 
Thus got the house of Lancaster the crown. 
York. Which now they hold by force and not 
by right; 

For Richard, the fiist son’s heir, being dead. 
The issue of the next son should have reign’d. 32 
Sal. But William of Hatfield died without 
an heir. 

York. The third son, Duke of Clarence, from 
whose line 

Iclaim thecrowmhad issue, Philippe a daughter. 
Who married Edmund Mortimer, Etui of 
March: 36 

Edmund had issue Roger, Earl of March: 
Roger had issue Mmimn Anne, and FIbbiii*** 
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Sal. This Edmund, in the reign of Boling- 
broke, 

As 1 have read, laid claim unto the crown; 40 
And but for Owen Glendower, had been king, 
Who kept him in captivity till he died. 

But, to the rest. 

York. His eldest sister, Anne, 

My mother, being heir unto the crown, 44 
Married Richard, Earl of Cambridge, who was 
son 

To Edmund Langley, Edward the Third's fifth 


son. 

By her I claim the kingdom: she was heir 
To Roger, Earl of March: who was the son 4* 
Of Edmund Mortimer; who married Philippe, 
Sole daughter unto Lionel, Duke of Clarence: 
So, if the issue of the eldest son 
Succeed before the younger, I am king. 52 
War. What plain proceeding is more plain 
than this? 

Henry doth claim the crown from John of 
Gaunt, 

The fourth son; York claims it from the third. 
Till Lionel’s issue fails, his should not reign: $6 
It fails not yet, but flourishes in thee. 

And in thy sons, fair stips of such a stock. 
Then, father Salisbury, kneel we together. 

And in this private plot be we the first 60 
That shall salute our rightful sovereign 
With honour of his birthright to the crown. 
Both. Long live our sovereign Richard, Eng¬ 
land's king! 

York. We thank you, lords! But I am not 
your king , #4 

Till 1 be crown’d, and that my sword be stain'd 
With heart-blood of the house of Lancaster; 
And that’s not suddenly to be perform'd, 

But with aovice and siient secrecy. ® 

Do you as I do in these dangerous days. 
Wink at the Duke of Suffolk s insolence, 

At Beaufort's pride, at Somerset’s ambition, 
At Buckingham anil all the crew of them, 72 
Till they have snar'd the shepherd of the nock, 
That virtuous prince, the poodDukeHumphrey: 
'Tis that they seek; and they, in seeking that 
Shall find their deaths, if York can prophesy. 76 
Sal. My lord, break we off; we know your 


mind at full. 

H / «r. My heart assures me that the Earl of 
Warwick 

Shall one day make the Duke of York a king. 

York. And, Nevil, this I do assure myself, 
Richard shall live to make the Earl of Warwick 
The greatest man in England but the king. 

I Exeunt. 


Scene Til.—Die Same. A Hall of Justice. 
Trumpets sounded. Enter KING HENRY, QUEEN 
MARGARET, GLOUCESTER, YORK, SUFFOLK, and 
SALISBURY' : the DUCHESS OF GLOUCESTER, 
MARGERY JOURDAIN, SOUTHWELL, HUME, and 
* BOUNGBROKE, under guard. 

K. Hen. Stand forth. Dame Eleanor CoV 
ham, Gloucester's wife. 

In sight of God and us, your guilt Is great; 


Receive the sentence of the law for sins 
Such as by God's book are adjudg'd to death. 
You four, from hence to prison back again; 
From thence, unto the place of execution: 

The witch in Smithfield shall be bum’d to 
ashes, 7 

And you three shall be strangled on the gallows. 
You, madam, for you are more nobly bom. 
Despoiled of your honour in your life. 

Shall, after three days’ open penance done. 
Live in your country here, in banishment, 12 
With Sir John Stanley, in the Isle of Man. 
Duch. Welcome is banishment; welcome 
were my death. 

Glo. Eleanor, the law, thou seest, hath 
judged theei 15 

I cannot justify whom the law condemns.— 

[Exeunt the duchess, and the other 
Prisoners, guarded. 
Mine eyes are full of tears, my heart of grief. 
Ah, Humphrey! this dishonour in thine age 
Will bring thy head with sorrow to the ground. 
I beseech your majesty, give me leave to go; 
Sorrow would solace and mine age would ease. 
K. Hen. Stay, Humphrey, Duke of Glouces¬ 
ter: ere thou’go, 

Give up thy staff: Henry will to himself 
Protector be; and God shall be my hope, 24 
My stay, my guide, and lantern to my feet. 
And go in peace, Humphrey; no less belov’d 
Than when thou wert protector to thy king. 

Q. Mar. I see no reason why a king of 
years »S 

Should be to be protected like a child. 

God and King Henry govern England’s helm! 
Give up your staff, sir, and the king his realm. 
Glo. My staff! here, noble Henry, is my 

staff: 32 

As willingly do I the same resign 
As e’er thy father Henry made it mine; 

And even as willingly at thy feet I leave it 
As others would ambitiously receive it. 3 « 

Farewell, good king I when I am dead and gone. 
May honourable peace attend thy throne. 

[Exit. 

Q. Mar. Why, now is Henry king, and Mar¬ 


garet queen; 

And Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, scarce 
himself, 40 

That bears so shrewd a maim: two pulls at 
once; 

His lady banish’d, and a limb lopp d off; 

This staff of honour Taught: ihert let it stand. 
Where it best fits to be, in Henry’s hand. 44 
Suf. Thus droops this lofty pine and hangs 
his sprays; 

Thus Eleanor’s pride dies In her youngest days. 
York. Lords, let him go. Please it your 
majesty 

This is the day appointe. for the combat; t» 
And ready are the appellant and defendant, 
The armourer and Ms man, to enter the lists, 
So please your highness to behold the fight. 
Q. Mar. Ay, good my lord; for purposely 
therefore ... 11 

Left I the court, to see this quarrel tried. 
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K. Hen. O’ God's name, see the lists and all Which he had thought to have murder’d wrong- 
things fit: fully. 10S 

Here let them end it; and God defend the right! Come, fellow, follow us for thy reward. 

York. I never saw a fellow worse bested, 56 [Sound a flourish. Exeunt. 


Or more afraid to fight, than is the appellant, 
The servant of this armourer, my lords. 

Enter, on one side, horner, and his Neighbours 
drinking to him so much that he is drunk; and 
he enters bearing his staff with a sand-bag 
fastened to it; a arum before him: on the other 
side, peter, with a drum and a sand-bag; and 
Prentices drinking to him. 

First Neigh. Here, neighbour Homer, I drink 
to you in a cup of sack: and fear not, neigh¬ 
bour, you shall do well enough. 61 

Sec. Neigh. And here, neighbour, here’s a 
cup of chameco. 

Third Neigh. And here’s a pot of good 
double beer, neighbour: drink, and fear not 
your man. 

Hor. Let it come, i* faith, and I’ll pledge you 
all: and a fig for Peter! 68 

First Pren. Here, Peter, I drink to thee; and 
be not afraid. 

Sec. Pren. Be merry, Peter, and fear not thy 
master: fight for credit of the prentices. 72 
Peter. I thank you all: drink, and pray for 
me, I pray you; ior, I think, I have taken my 
last draught in this world. Here, Robin, an if I 
die, I give thee my apron: and. Will, thou shalt 
have my hammer: and here, Tom, take all the 
money that I have. O Lord bless me! I pray 
God,forlam never able to deal with my master, 
he hath learnt so much fence already. 80 
Sal. Come, leave your drinking and fall to 
blows. Sirrah, what’s thy name? 

Peter. Peter, forsooth. 

Sal. Peter! what more? 84 

Peter. Thump. 

Sal. Thump! then see thou thump thy mas¬ 
ter well. 

Hor. Masters, I am come hither, as it were, 
upon my man’s instigation, to prove him a 
knave, and myself an honest man: and touch¬ 
ing the Duke of York, I will take my death I 
never meant him any ill, nor the king, nor the 
queen; and therefore, Peter, have at thee with 
a downright blow! 94 

York. Dispatch: this knave’s tongue begins 
to double. 

Sound, trumpets, alarum to the combatants. 

[ Alarum. They fight, and peter strikes 
down his Master. 
Hor. Hold, Peter, hold! I confess, I confess 
treason. [Dies. 

York. Take away his weapon. Fellow, thank 
God, and the good wine in thy master’s way. 

Peter. O God! have I overcome mine enemies 
in this presence? O Peter! thou hast prevailed 
in right! 

K. Hen. Go, take hence that traitor from 
our sight; res 

For by his death we do perceive his guilt: 

And God in Justice hath reveal’d to us 
The truth and innocence of this poor fellow. 


SCENE IV. —The Same. A Street. 

Enter Gloucester and Serving-men, in 
mourning cloaks. 

Glo. Thus sometimes hath the brightest day 
a cloud; 

And after summer evermore succeeds 
Barren winter, with his wrathful nipping cold: 
So cares and joys abound, as seasons fleet. 4 
Sirs, what’s o'clock? 

Serv. Ten, my lord. 

Glo. Ten is the hour that was appointed me 
To watch the coining of my punish’d duchess: 
Uneath may she endure the flinty streets, 8 
To tread them with her tender-feeling feet. 
Sweet Nell, ill can thy noble mind abrook 
The abject people, gazing on thy face 
With envious looks still laughing at thy shame, 
That erst did follow thy proud chariot wheels 
When thou didst ride in triumph through the 
streets. 

But, soft! I think she comes; and I’ll prepare 
My tear-stain’d eyes to see her miseries. 16 

Enter the duchess of Gloucester, with papers 
pinned upon her back, in a white sheet, her feet 
bare, and a taper burning in her hand; SIS JOHN 
Stanley, a Sheriff, and Officers. 

Serv. So please your Grace, we’ll take her 
from the sheriff. 

Glo. No, stir not, for your lives; let her pass 
by. 

Duch. Come you, my lord, to see my open 
shame? 

Now thou dost penance too. Look! hpw they 
gaze. 20 

See! how the giddy multitude do point, 

And nod their heads, and throw their eyes on 
thee. 

Ah, Gloucester, hide thee from their hateful 
looks. 

And, in thy closet pent up, rue my shame, 24 
And ban thine enemies, both mine and thine! 
Glo. Be patient, gentle Nell; forget this grief. 
Duch. Ay, Gloucester, teach me to forget 
myself; 

For whilst I think I am thy wedded wife, 28 
And thou a prince, protector of this land, 
Methinks I should not thus be led along, 
Mail’d up in shame, with papers on my back, 
And follow'd with a rabble that rejoice 32 
To see my tears and hear my deep-fet groans. 
The ruthless flint doth cut my tender feet, 

And when I start, the envious people laugh, 
And bid me be advised bow I tread. 3 * 

Ah, Humphrey! can I bear this shameful yoke? 
Trow’st thou that e’er I’ll look upon the world, 
Or count them happy that enjoy the sun? 

No; dark shall be my light, and night my day; 
To think upon my pomp shall be my Hell. 41 
Sometime I’ll say, I am Duke Humphrey** wife; 
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And he a prince and ruler of the land: 

Yet so he rul’d and such a prince he was 44 
As he stood by whilst 1 , his forlorn duchess. 
Was made a wonder and a pointing-stock 
To every idle rascal follower. 

But be thou mild and blush not at my shame; 
Nor stir at nothing till the axe of death 
Hang over thee, as, sure, it shortly will; 

For Suffolk, he that can do all in all jr 
With her that hateth thee, and hates us all. 
And York, and impious Beaufort, that false 
priest. 

Have all lim’d bushes to betray thy wings; 
And, fly thou bow thou canst, thcy’ll tangle 
thee: 

But fear not thou, until thy foot be snar’d, s* 
Nor never seek prevention of thy foes. 

Glo. Ah,Ncll!forbear;thouaimestaiiawry; 
1 must offend before I be attainted; 

And had I twenty times so many foes, 6 o 
And each of them had twenty times their power, 
All these could not procure me any scath, 

So long as 1 am loyal, true, and crimclcss. 
Wouldst have me rescue thee fiom this re¬ 
proach ? 64 

Why, yet thy scandal were not wip’d away. 
But 1 in danger for the breach of law. 

Thy greatest help is quiet, gentle Nell: 

I pray thee, sort thy heart to patience; 68 
These few days’ wonder will be quickly worn. 


Stan. Why, madam, that is to the Isle of 
Man; 

There to be us’d according to your state. s6 

Duch. That’s bad enough, for I am but re¬ 
proach: 

And shall I then be us’d reproachfully ? 

Stan: Like to a duchess, and Duke Hum¬ 
phrey’s lady: 

According to that state you shall be us’d, too 

Duch. Sheriff, farewell, and better than I fare, 

Although thou hast been conduct of my shame. 

Sher. It is my office; and, madam, pardon 
me. 

Duch. Ay, ay, farewell; thy office is dis¬ 
charg’d. 104 

Come, Stanley, shall we go? 

Stan. Madam, your penance done, throw off 
this sheet, 

And go we to attire you for our journey. 

Duch. My shame will not be shifted with my 
sheet: to8 

No; it will hang upon my richest robes, 

And show itself, attire me how I can. 

Go, lead the way; I long to see my prison. 

[Exeunt. 


ACT m 

Scene I .—The Abbey at Bury St. Edmund's. 


Enter a Herald. 


Her. I summon your Grace to his majesty’s 
parliament, holden at Bury the first of this 
next month. 7 * 

Glo. And my consent ne’er ask d herein 
before 1 

This is close dealing. Well, X will be there. 

[Exit Herald. 

My Nell, I take my leave: and, master sheriff, 
Let not her penance exceed the king’s com¬ 
mission. 76 

Sher. An’t please your Grace, here my com¬ 
mission stays; 

And Sir John Stanley is appointed now 
To take her with him to the Isle of Man. 

Glo. Must you, Sir John, protect my lady 
here? , 80 

Stan. So am 1 given in charge, may t please 


your Grace. , , . 

Glo. Entreat her not the worse in that I pray 
You use her well. The world may laugh again; 
And 1 may live to do you kindness if 84 
You do it her: and so, Sir John, farewell. 
Duch. What I gone, my lord, and bid me not 
farewell! , 

Glo. Witnessmytears,Icannotstaytospeak. 

[Exeunt GLOUCESTER and Serving-men. 
Duch. Art thou gone too? All comfort go 
with thee! 88 

For none abides with me: my joy is death; 
Death, at whose name I oft have been afear d, 
Because I wish'd this world’s eternity. 

Stlnley, I prithee, go, and take me hence; »» 
1 care not whither, for I beg no favour. 

Only convey me where thou art commanded. 


Sound a sennet. Enter to the Parliament, king 
HENRY, QUEEN MARGARET, CARDINAL BEAU- 
FORT, SUFFOLK, YORK, BUCKINGHAM, and 
Others. 

K. Hen. I muse my Lord of Gloucester is 
not come: 

Tis not his wont to be the hindmost man, 
Whate’er occasion keeps him from us now. 

Q. Mar. Can you not see? or will ye not 
observe 4 

The strangeness of his alter’d countenance? 
With what a majesty he bears himself. 

How insolent of late he is become. 

How proud, how peremptory, and unlike him¬ 
self? 8 

We know the time since he was mild and affable, 
An if we did but glance a far-off look. 
Immediately he was upon his knee, 

That all the court admir’d him for submission: 
But meet him now, and, be it in the mom, 13 
When everyone will give the time of day, 

He knits his brow and shows an angry eye, 
And passeth by with stiff unbowed knee, 16 
Disdaining duty that to us belongs. 

Small curs are not regarded when they grin. 
But meat men tremble when the lion roars; 
And Humphrey is no little man in England. 20 
First note that he is near you in descent. 

And should you fall, he is the next will mount. 
Me seemeth then it is no policy. 

Respecting what a rancorous mind he bean, S 4 
And his advantage following your decease, 
That he should come abcut your royal person 
Or be admitted to your highness’ council. 

By flattery hath he won the commons’hearts, st 
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And when he please to make commotion, 

'Tis to be fear’d they all will follow him. 

Now 'tis the spring, and weeds arc shallow- 
rooted; 

Suffer them now and they’ll o’ergrow the gar¬ 
den, 32 

And choke the herbs for want of husbandry. 
The reverent care I bear unto my lord 
Mvde me collect these dangers in the duke. 

If it be fond, call it a woman's fear; 36 

Which fear if better reasons can supplant, 

I will subscribe and say I wrong’d the duke. 
My Lord of Suffolk, Buckingham, and York, 
Reprove my allegation if you can 40 

Or else conclude my w ords effectual. 

Suf. Well hath your highness seen into this 
duke; 

And had I first been put to speak my mind, 

I think I should have told your Grace's tale. 44 
The duchess, by his subornation. 

Upon my life, began her devilish practices: 

Or if he were not privy to those faults. 

Yet, by reputing of his high descent, 48 

As, next the king he was successive heir. 

And such high vaunts of his nobility. 

Did instigate the bedlam brain-sick duchess. 
By wicked means to frame our sovereign's fall. 
Smooth runs the water where the brook is deep, 
And in his simple show he harbours treaso a. 
The fox barks not when he would steal the lan .b: 
No, no, my sov’reign; Gloucester is a man 56 
Unsounded yet, and full of deep deceit. 

Car. Did he not, contrary to form of law. 
Devise strange deaths for small offences done? 

York. And did he not, in his protectorship. 
Levy great sums of money through the realm 
For soldiers’ pay in France, and never sent it? 
By means whereof the towns each day revolted. 
Buck. Tut! these are petty faults to faults 
unknown, 64 

Which time will bring to light in smooth Duke 
Humphrey. 

K. Hen. My lords, at once: the care you 
have of us, 

Tomow dowr thorns that would annoy our foot. 
Is worthy praise; but shall 1 speak my c >n- 
science, or 

Our kinsman Gloucester is as Innocent 
From meaning treason to our royal person. 
As is the sucking Iamb or harmless dove. 

The duke is virtuous, mild, and too well given 
To dream on evil, or to work my downfall. 

Q. Mar. Ah! what’s more dangerous than 
this fond affiance! 

Seems he a dove ? his feathers are but borrow’d. 
For he’s disposed as the hateful raven: -t 

Is he a lamb? his skin is surely lent him, 

For he’s inclin’d as is the ravenous wolf. 

Who cannot steal a shape that means deceit? 
Take heed, ray lord; the welfare of 11s a! 1 8a 

Hangs on the cutting short that fraudful man. 

Enter SOMERSET. 

Sam. All health unto my gracious sovereign! 
K. Hen. Welcome, Lord Somerset. What 
new* from France? 


Som. That alt your Interest in those territories 
Is utterly bereft you; all is lost. 8 ; 

K. Hen. Cold news. Lord Somerset; but 
God’s will be done! 

York. [Aside.] Cold news for me; for I had 
hope of France, 

As firmly as I hope for fertile England. 88 
Thus are my blossoms blasted in the bud. 

And caterpillars eat my leaves away; 

But I will remedy this gear ere long. 

Or sell my title for a glorious grave. 92 

Enter Gloucester. 

Glo. All happiness unto my lord the king! 
Pardon, my liege, that 1 have stay'd so long. 
Suf. Nay, Gloucester, know that thou art 
come too soon, 

Unless thou wert more loyal than thou art: 96 
I do arrest thee of high treason here. 

Glo. Well, Suffolk’s duke, thou shalt not see 
me blush. 

Nor change my countenance for this arrest: 

A heart unspotted is not easily daunted. 100 
The purest spring is not so free from mud 
As l am clear from treason to my sovereign. 

\\ ho can accuse me? wherein am I guilty ? 
York. ’Tis thought, my lord, that you took 
bribes of France, 104 

And, being protector stay’d the soldiers' pay; 
By means whereof his highness hath lost France. 
Glo. Is it but thought so? What are they 
that think it? 

I never robb’d the soldiers of their pay 108 
Nor ever had one penny bribe from France. 
So help me God, as I have watch'd the night, 
Ay, night by night, in studying good for England, 
That doit that e’er I wrested from the king. 

Or any groat 1 hoarded io my use. 

Be brought against me at my trial-da v! 

No; many a round of mine own proper store. 
Because f would not tax the needy commons. 
Have 1 disbursed to the garrisons, 117 

And never ask’d for restitution. 

Car. it serves you well, my lord, to say so 
much. 

Gin. I say no more than truth, so help me 
God! 120 

York. In your protectorship you did devise 
Strange tortures for offenders, never heard of, 
That England was defam’d by tyranny. 

Glo. Why, ’tis well known that, whiles I was 
protector, 124 

Pity was all the fault that was in me; 

For I should melt at an offender’s tears, 

And lowly words were ransom for their fault. 
Unless it were a bloody murderer, 12* 

Or foul felonious thief that fleec’d poor pas¬ 
sengers, 

I never gave them condign punishment; 
Murder, indeed, that bloody sin, 1 tortur'd 
Above the felon or what trespass else. 

Suf. My lord, these faults are easy, quickly 
answer'd: 

But mightier crimes are laid unto your charge, 
Whereof you cannot easily purge yourself. 

1 do arrest you in hit hlghness f name; is* 
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And here commit yon to my Lord Cardinal 
To kero until your further time of trial. 

K. Hen. My Lord of Gloucester, ’ds my 
special hope 139 

That you will clear yourself from all suspect: 

My conscience tells me you are innocent. 

Glo. Ahl gracious lord, these days are 
dangerous. 

Virtue is chok’d with foul ambition, 

And charity chas’d hence by rancour’s hand; 

Foul subornation is predominant. 143 

And equity exil’d your highness’ land. 

I know their complot is to have my life; 

And if my death might make this island happy. 

And prove the period of their tyranny, 149 

I would expend it with all willingness; 

But mine is made the prologue to their play: 

For thousands more, that yet suspect no peril. 

Will not conclude their plotted tragedy. 153 
Beaufort's red sparkling eyes blab his heart’s 
malice, 

And Suffolk’s cloudy oro» nis stormy hate; - 

Sharp Buckingham unburdens with ms tongue And as the butcher takes away the calf, 
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Ahl that my fear were false, ahl that, it were; 
For, good King Henry, thy decay I fear. 

[Exeunt Attendants with Gloucester. 
K. Hen. My lords, what to your wisdoms 
seemeth best 

Do or undo, as if ourself were here. 19* 
Q. Mar. What! will your highness leave the 
parliament) 

A. Hen. Ay, Margaret; my heart is drown’d 
with grist, 

Whose flood begins to flow within mine eyes. 
My body round engirt with misenr, aoo 
For what’s more miserable than discontent} 
Ah! uncle Humphrey, in thy face I see 
The map of honour, truth, and loyalty; 

And yet, good Humphrey, is the hour to come 
That e'er I prov'd thee false, or fear’d thy faith. 
What low’ring star now envies thy estate. 
That these great lords, and Margaret our queen. 
Do seek subversion of thy harmless life} set 
Thou never didst them wrong, nor no man 
wrong; 


The envious load that lies upon his heart; 137 
And dogged Y ork, that reaches at the moon. 
Whose overweening arm I have pluck’d back. 
By false accuse doth level at my life: 160 

And you, my sov’reign lady, with the rest, 
Causeless have laid disgraces on my bead. 
And with your best endeavour have stirr'd up 
My liefest liege to be mine enemy. 164 

Ay, all of you have laid your heads together; 
Myself had notice of your conventicles; 

And all to make away my guiltless life. 

I «h»ll not want false witness to condemn me, 
Nor store of treasons to augment my guilt; 169 
The ancient proverb will be well effected: 

‘A staff is quickly found to beat a dog.’ 

Car. My liege, his railing is intolerable. 17s 
If those that care to keep your royal person 
From treason's secret knife and traitor s rage 
Be thus upbraided, chid, and rated at. 


And binds the wretch, and beats it when it strays. 
Bearing it to the bloody slaughter-house, six 
Even so, remorseless, have they bomehlm hence; 
And as the dam runs lowing up and down, 
Looking the way her harmless young one went, 
Andean do nought but wail her darling’s loss; 
Even so myself bewails good Gloucester’s case. 
With sad unhelpful tears, and with dimm’d eyes 
Look after him, and cannot do him good; 

So mighty are his vowed enemies. aao 

His fortunes I will weep; and, ’twixt each groan. 
Say ‘Who’s a traitor, Gloucester he is none . 1 

[Exit. 

Q. Mar. Fair lords, cold snow melts with 
the sun’s hot beams. 

Henty my lord is cold in great affairs, U 4 
Too full of foolish pity; and Gloucester’s show 
Beguiles him as the mournful crocodile 
With sorrow snares relenting passengers; 


And the offender granted scope of speech, 176 Or as the make, roll’d in a flow’ring bank, xx 8 
Twill make them cool in zeal unto your Grace. With shining checker’d slough, doth sting a 

witif' i^o^nio^ tW wor^° V toiSi l8 cieAly TlBtfor the beauty thinks it excellent 

couch’d Believe me, lords, were none more wise than I,— 

As if she had suborned some to swear ilo And yet herein I judge mine own wit good,— 
False allegations to o’erthrow his state) This Gloucester should be quickly ridthe world, 

O Mar But I can give the loser leave to To rid us from the fear we have of him. 
chhfe Car. That he should die is worthy policy; 

Glo Far truer spoke than meant: I lose. And yet we want a colour for his death. a 3 « 
j_ dea j. *Tis meet he be condemn’d by course of law. 

Beshnw the winners for they play’d me false I Suf. But in my mind that were no policy: 
Andwell srnih lcners may have leave to speak. Theking will la&ur still to save his lift- 
Buck He’ll wrest the sense and hold us here The commons haply rise to save his life; 140 
all dav And y et we have but trivial argument. 

Lord Cardinal, he is your prisoner. More than mistrustf that shows him worthy 

Car. Sirs, take away the duke, and guard death, 
him sure. ?, 

Glo. Ahl thus King Henry throws away his 
crutch 

.Before his legs be Arm so bear hit body : 

Thus is the shepherd beaten from thy sUe. 


York. So that, by this, you would not have 
him die. 

Suf. Ah! York, no man aHve so fain as I. 
York. Tis York that hath more reason for 
his death. _ X45 


And wolvm ere Snarling who shall gnaw thee Bu tjng; Lor d Cardinal, and you. my Lord of 


first. 
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Say as you think, and speak it from your souls, 
Were’t not all one an empty eagle were set 
To guard the chicken from a hungry kite, 249 
As place Duke Humphrey for the icing’s pro¬ 
tector? 

Q. Mar. So the poor chicken should be sure 
of death. 

Suf. Madam, *tls true: and were't not mad¬ 
ness, then, 233 

To make the fox surveyor of the fold? 

Who, being accus’d a crafty murderer, 

His guilt should be but idly posted over 
Because his purpose is not executed. 236 

No; let him die, in that he is a fox. 

By nature prov’d an enemy to the Sock, 
Before his chaps be stain’d with crimson blood. 
As Humphrey, prov’d by reasons, to my liege. 
And do not stand on quillets how to slay him: 
Be it by gins, by snares, by subtilty. 

Sleeping or waking, 'tis no matter how. 

So he be dead: for that is good deceit 264 
Which mates him first that first intends deceit. 
Q. Mar. Thrice noble Suffolk, *tis resolutely 
spoke. 

Suf. Not resolute, except so much were done, 
Fat things are often spoke and seldom meant; 
But, that my heart accordeth with my tongue. 
Seeing the deed is meritorious. 

And to preserve my sovereign from his foe, 
Say but the word and I will be his priest. 272 

Cor. But I would have him dead, my Lord 
Of Suffolk, 

Ere you can take due orders for a priest: 

Say you consent and censure well the deed. 
And I'll provide his executioner; 276 

I tender so the safety of my liege. 

Suf. Here is my hand, the deed is worthy 
doing. 

? . Mar. And so say L 
ork. And I: and now we three have spoke 
it, 280 

It skills not greatly who impugns our doom. 

Enter a Messenger, 

Mess. Great lords, from Ireland am I come 
amain. 

To signify that rebels there are up, 

And put the Englishmen unto the sword. 284 
Send succours, lords, and stop the rage betime, 
Before the wound do grow uncurable; 

For. being green, there is great hope of help. 
Car. A breach that craves a quick expedient 
stop! 288 

What counsel give you in this weighty cause? 
York. That Somerset be sent as regent 
thither. 

Tis meet that lucky ruler be employ’d; 291 

Witness the fortune he hath had in France. 

Som. If York, with all his far-fet policy. 
Had been the regent there instead of me. 

He never would nave stay’d in France so long. 
York. No, not to lose it all, at thou hast 
oboe: 396 

I rather would have lost my life betimes 
Than bring a burden of dishonour home. 

By staying there so long dll all were lost. 


Show me one scar character’d on thy skin: 300 
Men’s flesh preserv'd so whole do seldom win. 
Q. Mar. Nay then, this spark will prove a 
raging fire, 

If wind and fuel be brought to feed it with. 
No more, good York; sweet Somerset, be still: 
Thy fortune, York, badst thou been regent there. 
Might happily have prov'd far worse than bis. 
York. What I worse than nought? nay, then 
a shame take all. 

Som. And in the number thee, that wishes! 
shame. 308 

Car. My Lord of York, try what your fortune 
is. 


The uncivil kerns of Ireland are in arms 
And temper clay with blood of Englishmen: 
To Ireland will you lead a band of men, 31a 
Collected choicely, from each county some. 
And try your hap against the Irishmen? 

York. I will, my lord, so please his majesty. 
Suf. Why, our authority is his consent, 316 
And what we do establish he confirms: 

Then, noble York, take thou this task in hand. 
York. I am content: provide me soldiers, 
lords, 

Whiles I take order for mine own affairs. 320 
Suf. A charge. Lord York, that I will see 
perform’d. 

But now return we to the false Duke H umphrey. 

Car. No more of him; for I will deal with him 
That henceforth he shall trouble us no more. 
And so break off; the day is almost spent. 
Lord Suffolk, you and I must talk of that event. 
York. My Lord of Suffolk, within fourteen 
days 

At Bristol I expect my soldiers; 328 

For there I’ll ship them all for Ireland. 

Suf. I’ll see it truly done, my Lord of York. 

f Exeunt all except YORK. 
York. Now, York, or never, steel thy fearful 
thoughts, 

And change misdoubt to resolution: 332 

Be that thou hop’st to be, or What thou art 
Resign to death; it is not worth the enjoying. 
Let pale-fac'd fear keep with the mean-born 
man. 

And find no harbour in a royal heart. 33* 
Faster than spring-time showers comes thought 
on thought. 

And not a thought but thinks on dignity. 

My brain, more busy than the labouring spider, 
Weaves tedious snares to trap mine enemies. 
Well, nobles, well;’tis politicly done, 34» 
To send me packing with a host of men: 

I fear me you but warm the starved snake, 
Who, cherish’d in your breasts, will sting your 
hearts. 344 

Twas men I lack’d, and you will give them me: 
I take it kindly; yet be well assur'd 
You put sharp weapons in a madman’s hands. 
Whiles I in Ireland nourish a mighty band, 34 > 
I will stir up in England some black storm 
Shall blow ten thousand souls to heaven or hell; 
And this fell tempest shall not cease to rage 
Until the golden circuit on my head, 332 
Like to the glorious sun’s transparent beams. 
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Do calm the (toy of this mad-bred flaw. 
And, for a minister of my intent. 

I have seduc’d a headstrong Kenushman, 
John Cade of Ashford, 

To make commotion, as full well he can. 
Under the title of John Mortimer. 


337 


Suf. IT! call him presently, my noble lord. 

tExft. 

K. Hen. Lords, take your places; and, I pray 
you alls 

Proceed no straiter 'gainst our unde Gloucester 
Than from true evidence, of good esteem, at 
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In Ireland have I seen this stubborn Cade 360 He be approv’d in practice culpable. 
Oppose himself against a troop of kerns, “ ' - - ■ 

And fought so long, till that his thighs with 
darts 

Were almost like a sharp-quilPd porpendne: 

And, in the end being rescu d. I have seen 364 
Him caper upright like a wild Morisco, 

Shaking the bloody darts as he his bells. 

Full often, like a shag-hair’d crafty kern. 

Hath he conversed with the enemy. 

And undiscover’d come to me again, 

And given me notice of their villanies. 

This devil here shall be my substitute; 

For that John Mortimer, which now is dead. 

In face, in gait, in speech, he doth resemble; 

By this I shall perceive the commons' mind. 

How they affect the house and claim of York. 

Say he be taken, rack'd, and tortured. 376 
I know no pain they can inflict upon him 
Will make him say I mov'd him to those arms. 

Say that he thrive,—as 'tis great like he will,— 

Why, then from Ireland come I with my 
strength, 380 

And reap the harvest which that rascal sow’d; 

For, Humphrey being dead, as he shall be, 

And Henry put apart, the next for me. [Exit. 
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Q. Mar. God forbid any malice should pre¬ 
vail 

That faultless may condemn a nobleman 1 14 
Pray God, he may acquit him of suspicion! 
a. Hen. I thank thee, Meg; these words con¬ 
tent me much. 

Re-enter SUFFOLK. 

How now! why look’st thou pale? why trem- 
blest thou? 

Where is our uncle? what's the matter, Suf¬ 
folk? at 

Suf. Dead in his bed, my lord; Gloucester 
is dead. 

Q. Mar. Marry, God forfend! 

Car. God’s secret judgment: I did dream to¬ 
night 

The duke was dumb, and could not speak a 

word. IThe kino swoons. 

Q. Mar. How fares my lord? Help, lords! 
the king is dead. 33 

Som. Rear up his body; wring him by the 
nose. 

Q. Mar. Run, go, help, help! O Henry, ope 
thin e eyes! 

Suf. He doth revive again. Madam, be 
_patienL .' 3 * 

K. Hen. O heavenly God! 

Q. Mar. How fares my gracious lord? 
Suf. Comfort, my sovereign 1 gracious Henry, 
comfort! 

K. Hen. What! doth B)y Lord of Suffolk 
comfort me? 

Came he right now to singh raven’s note, 40 
Whose dismal tune bereft my vital powers, 
And thinks he that the chirping of a wren, 

By crying comfort from a hollow breast, 

Can chase away the first-conceived sound? 44 
Hide not thy poison with such sugar'd words: 

_______ Lay not thy hands on me; forbear, I say: 

Suf. Now, sirs, have you dispatch’d this Their touch affrights me as a serpent s sting, 
thing? Thou baleful messenger, out of my sightl 48 

FirstMur. Ay, my good lord, he’s dead. Upon thy eyeballs murderous tyranny 
Suf. Why, that's well said. Go, get you to Sits in grim majesty to fright the world, 
my house; * Look not upon me, for thine eyes are wounding: 

I will reward you for this venturous deed. Yet do not go away; come, basilisk, 5* 

The king and all the peers are here at hand. And kill the innocent gazer with thy sight; 

Have you laid fair tne bed? is all things well, For in the shade of death I shall find joy. 
According as I gave directions ? is In life but double death, now Gloucester s dead. 

First Mur. Tis, my good lord. <?. Mar. Why do you rate my Lord of Suf- 

Suf. Away! be gone. [Exeunt Murderers. folk thus? . ., J® 

Although the duke was enemy to him, 

Sound trumpets. Enter kino hhnry, queen Yet he, most Christian-like, laments his death: 
Margaret, cardinal beaufort, somerset, And for myself, foe as he was to me, 

Lords, ana Others. Might liquid tears or heart-offending moans 

* ?°* “ Uourundetoour presence 

Say, wemtend to try his Grace to-day, >< Look .pale as primrose with blood-drinking 
If he be guilty, as 'til p ubli sh ed . ***h*» 


Scene II.— Bury St. Edmund’s. A Room in the 
Palace. 

Enter certain Murderers, hastily. 

First Mur. Run to my Lord of Suffolk; let 
him know 

We have dispatch’d the duke, as he com- 
manded. 

Sec. Mur. Ot that it were to do. What have 
we done? 

Didst ever hear a man so penitent? 

Enter SUFFOLK. 

First Mur. Here comes my lord. 
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And *11 to have the noble duke alive. «♦ 
What know I how the world may deem of me? 
For it is known we were but hollow friends: 
It may be judg’d I made the duke away: 

So shall my name with slander’s tongue be 
wounded, 6* 

And princes’ courts be fill’d with my reproach. 
This get I by his death. Ay me, unhappy! 

To be a queen, and crown'd with infamy! 

K. Hen. Ah! woe is me for Gloucester, 
wretched man. 72 

Q^Mar. Be woe for me, more wretched than 

What! dost thou turn away and hide thy face? 
I am no loathsome leper; look on me. 75 

What! art thou, like the adder, waxen deaf? 

Be poisonous too and kill thy forlorn queen. 
Is all thy comfort shut in Gloucester’s tomb? 
Why, then. Dame Margaret was ne’er thy joy: 
Erect his status and worship it, so 

And make my image but an alehouse sign. 
Was I for this nigh wrack’d upon the sea. 

And twice by awkward wind from England’s 
bank 

Drove back again unto my native clime? 84 
What boded this, but well forewarning wind 
Did teem to say, ‘Seek not a scorpion s nest. 
Nor set no footing on this unkind shore?’ 
What did I then. But curs’d the gentle gusts 88 
And he that loos’d them forth their brazen 
caves; 

And bid them blow towards England's blessed 
shore. 

Or turn our stern upon a dreadful rock? 

Yet ifiolus would not be a murderer, 92 
But left that hateful office uhto thee; 

The pretty vaulting sea refus'd to drown me. 
Knowing that thou wouldst have me drown'd 
on shore 

With tears as salt as sea through thy unkind¬ 
ness: ' 96 

The splitting rocks cower’d in the sinking sands. 
And would not das h me with their ragged sides. 
Because thy flinty heart, more hard than they. 
Might in thy palace perish Margaret. too 

As far as I could ken thy chalky cliffs. 

When from thy shore the tempest beat us back, 
I stood upon the hatches in the storm. 

And when the dusky sky began to rob 104 
My earnest-gaping sight of thy land's view, 

I took a costly jewel f om my neck, 

A heart it was, bound in with diamonds. 

And threw it towards thy land: the sea receiv’d 
it, 108 

And so I wish’d thy body might my heart: 
And even with this I lost fair England’s view. 
And bid mine eyes be packing with my heart. 
And call’d them blind and dusky spectacles 
For losing ken of Albion’s wished coast. 113 
How often have I tempted Suffolk’s tongue— 
The agent of thy foul inconstancy— 

To sit and witch me, as Ascanfua did 116 

When he to madding Dido would unfold 
His father's acts, commenc’d in burning Troy I 
Am I not witch'd tike her? or thou not false like 
Mm? 


Ay met I can no more. Die, Margaret! 120 
For Henry weeps that thou dost five to long. 

Noise within. Enter Warwick and Salisbury. 
The Commons press to the door. 

War. It is reported, mighty sovereign, 

That good Duke Humphrey trait’rously is mur¬ 
der’d 

By Suffolk and the Cardinal Beaufort’s means. 
The commons. like an angry hive of bees 12s 
That want their leader, scatter up and down. 
And care not who they sting in his revenge. 
Myself have calm’d their spleenful mutiny, 12s 
Until they hear the order of his death. 

K. Hen. That he is dead, good Warwick, *tis 
too true: 

But how he died God knows, not Henry. 

Enter his chamber, view his breathless corpse. 
And comment then upon his sudden death. 133 
War. That shall I do, my liege. Stay, Salis¬ 
bury, 

With the rude multitude till I return. 

[Warwick goes into an inner chamber. 

SALISBURY retires. 
K. Hen. O! Thou that judgest all things, 
stay my thoughts, 136 

My thoughts that labour to persuade my soul 
Some violent hands were laid on Humphrey's 
life. 

If my suspect be false, forgive me, God, 

For judgment only doth Belong to thee. 140 
Fain would I go to chafe his paly lips 
With twenty thousand kisses, and to drain 
Upon his face an ocean of salt tears, 

To tell my love unto his deaf dumb trunk, 144 
And with my fingers feel his hand unfeeling: 
But all in vain are these mean obsequies. 

And to survey his dead and earthly image 
What were it but to make my sorrow greater? 

Re-enter Warwick and Others bearing 
Gloucester's body g>n a bed. 

War. Come hither, gracious sovereign, view 
this body. >49 

K. Hen. That is to see how deep my grave is 
made; 

For with his soul fled all my worldly solace. 
For seeing him I see my lire in death. 133 
War. As surely as my soul intends to live 
With that dread King that took our state upon 
him 

To free us from his Father's wrathful curse, 

I do believe that violent hands were laid 15* 
Upon the life of this thrice-famed duke. 

Suf. A dreadful oath, sworn with a solemn 
tongue! 

What instance gives Lord Warwick for his vow? 

War. See how the blood is settled in his face. 
Oft have I seen a timely-parted ghost i 6 > 

Of ashy semblance, meagre, pale, and bloodless. 
Being all descended to the labouring heart; 
Who, in the conflict that it holds with death. 
Attracts the same for aldance 'gainst the enemy; 
Which with the heart there cools, and Deer 
retumeth t66 

To blush and beautify the cheek again. 
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Bat tee, his face is black and Cull of blood, 

His eyeballs further out than when he liv'd. 
Staring full ghastly like a strangled man; 

His hair uprear’d, his nostrils stretch'd with 
struggling: i 7t 

His hands abroad display'd, as one that grasp’d 
And tugg'd for life, and was by strength subdu’d. 
Look on the sheets, his hair, you see, is sticking; 
His well-proportion’d beard made rough and 
rugged. 

Like to the summer's com by tempest lodg’d. 

It cannot be but he was murder’d here: 177 
The least of all these signs were probable. 

Suf. Why , W arwick, who should do the duke 
to death? 

Myself and Beaufort had him in protection; 

And we, I hope, sir, are no murderers. 181 
War. But both of you were vow’d Duke 
Humphrey’s foes. 

And you, forsooth, had the good duke to keep: 
Tis like you would not feast him like a friend. 
And 'tis well seen he found an enemy. 185 
Q. Mar. Then you, belike, suspect these 
noblemen 

As guilty of Duke Humphrey's timeless death. 
War. Who finds the heifer dead, and bleed¬ 
ing fresh, 1S8 

And sees fast by a butcher with an axe. 

But will suspect 'twas he that made the 
slaughter? 

Who finds the partridge in the puttock’s nest. 

But may imagine how the bird was dead, 192 
Although the kite soar with unbloodied beak? 
Even so suspicious is this tragedy. 

Q. Mar. Are you the butcher, Suffolk? 
where’s your knife? 

Is Beaufort term’d a kite? where are his talons? 
Suf. I wear no knife to slaughter sleeping 
men; m 

But here's a vengefhl sword, rusted with ease, 
That shall be scoured in his rancorous heart 
Hut slanders me with murder’s crimson badge. 
Say, if thou dar’st, proud Lord ofWarwickshire, 
That I am faulty In Duke Humphrey’s death. 
[Exeunt cardinal beaufort, somxksxt, 
and Others. 

War. What dares not Warwick, if false Suf¬ 
folk dare him? 

Q. Mar. He dares not calm his contumelious 
„ spirit, see 

Nor cease to be an arrogant controller. 

Though Suffolk dare him twenty thousand times. 

War. Madam, be still, with reverence may I 
„ say; 

For every word you speak in his behalf aos 
Is slander to your royal dignity. 

Suf. Blunt-wittod lord, ignoble in de- 
meanour! 

if ever lady wrong’d her lord so much. 

Thy mother took into her blameful bed >n 
Some stem untutor’d churl, and noble stock 
_ Was graft with crab-tree slip; whoee fruit thou 

V art. 

And never of the Nevils’ noble raco. 

War. But that the guilt of murder bucklen 
•'— are 
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And I should rob the deathsman of his fee, 
Quitting thee thereby of ten thousand shames. 
And that my sov'reign’s presence make* me 
mild, 119 

I would, false murd’rous coward, on thy knee 
Make thee beg pardon for thy passed speech. 
And say it was thy mother that thou meant’st; 
That thou thyself wast bom in bastardy: 

And after all this fearful homage done, 234 
Give thee thy hire, and send thy soul to hell. 
Pernicious blood-sucker of sleeping men. 

Suf. Thou shalt be waking while I shed thy 
blood, 

If from this presence thou dar’st go with me. 
War. Away even now, or I will drag thee 
hence: 229 

Unworthy though thou art. I'll cope with thee, 
And do some service to Duke Humphrey’s 
ghost. [Exeunt Suffolk and Warwick. 
K. Hen. What stronger breastplate than a 
heart untainted 1 232 

Thrice is he arm’d that hath his quarrel just. 
And he but naked, though lock'd up in steel. 
Whose conscience with injustice is corrupted. 
Q. Mar. What noise is this? [A twit* within. 

Re-enter Suffolk and Warwick, with their 
weapons drawn. 

K. Hen. Why, how now, lords! your wrmth- 
ful weapons drawn 237 

Here in our presence! dare you lie so bold? 
Why, what tumultuous clamour have we here? 
Suf. The traitorous Warwick, with the men 
of Bury, ass 

Set all upon me, mighty sovereign. 

Noise of a crowd within. Re-enter SALISBURY. 
Sal. I Speaking to those wftMn.l Sin, stand 
apart; the king shall know your mind. 
Dread lord, the commons send you word by me. 
Unless false Suffolk straight be done to death. 
Or b a ni s h ed fair England's territories, 243 

They will by violence tear him from your palace 
And torture him with grievous lingering death. 
They say, by 1 dm the good Duke Humphrey 
died; 348 

They say, in him they foar your highness* death; 
And mere instinct of love and loyalty. 

Free from a stubborn opposite intent, ajr 
As being thought to contradict your liking, 
Ivlakes them mis forward in his banishment. 
They say, in care of your most royal person. 
That if your highness should intend to sleep. 
And charge that no man should disturb your 
rest 236 

In pain of your dislike or pain of death. 

Yet, notwithstanding such a strait edict, 

Were there a serpent seen, with forked tongue. 
That slify glided towards your majesty, 260 
It were but necessary you were wak’d, 

Lest^bejnj cufEePdb^thedJumnfaDdum!^ 

And therefore do they cry, thoughyon forbid! 
Thai they will guard you, wbe’r you will or no. 
From such fall eerpenti aafalse Suffolk is; 
With whose envenomed and fatal atlng, atr 
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The secrets of bis overcharged toul: 37c Alive again) then show me where he is: » 

And I am tent to tell his majesty I'll give a thousand pound to look upon him. 

That even now he cries aloud for him. He hath no eyes, the dust hath blinded them. 

Q. Mar. Go tell this heavy message to the Comb down his hair; look! look! it stands up- 
king. [ Exit vaux. 

Ay me fwhat is this world! what news are these 1 
But wherefore grieve I at an hour’s poor loss, 

Omitting Suffolk’s exile, my soul’s treasure? 

Why ctuy, Suffolk, mourn I not for thee, 

And with the southern clouds contend in tears. 

Theirs for the earth’s increase, mine for my 
sorrows? '38s 


. « 
Like lime-twigs set to catch my winged soul. 
Give me some drink; and bid the apothecary 
Bring the strong poison that I bought of him. 
K. Hen. O thou eternal Mover of the 
heavens! 

Look with a gentle eye upon this wretch; so 
O! beat away the busy meddling fiend 


How get thee hence: the king, thou know^t, is That lays strong siege unto tiffs wretch's soul. 


coming; 

If thou be found by me thou art but dead. 

Suf. If I depart from thee I cannot live; 38S 
And in thy sight to die, what were it else 
But like a pleasant slumber in thy lap? 

Here could I breathe my soul into the air. 

As mild and gentle as the cradle babe, 39s 
Dying with mother's dug between its lips; 
Where, from thy sight, I should be raging mad. 
And cry out for thee to close up mine eyes. 

To have thee with thy lips to stop my mouth: 
So shouldst thou either turn my flying soul. 

Or I should breathe it so into thy body. 

And then It liv’d in sweet Elysium. 

To die by thee, were but to die in jest; 400 
From thee to die were torture more than death. 
O! let me stay, befall what may befall! 

Q. Mar. Away! though parting be a fretful 
cotsive, 

It is applied to a deathful wound. 404 

To France, sweet Suffolk: let me hear from 
thee; 

For wheresoe’er thou art in this world’s globe, 
I’ll have an Iris that shall find thee out. 

Suf. I go. 

Q. Mar. And take my heart with thee. 408 
Suf. A Jewel, lock’d into the woefull’st cask 
That ever did contain a thing of worth. 

Even as a splitted bark, so sunder we: 

This way fall I to death. 

Q. Mar. 


And from his bosom purge this black despair. 
War. See how the pangs of death do make 
him grinl 24 

Sal. Disturb him notl let him pass peace¬ 
ably. 

K. Hen. Peace to his soul, if God’s good 
pleasure be! 

Lord Cardinal, if thou think'st on heaven's 
bliss, 27 

Hold up thy hand, make signal of thy hope. 
He dies, and makes no sign. O God, forgive 
him! 

War. So bad a death argues a monstrous life. 
K. Hen. Forbear to judge, for we are sinners 
all. 31 

Close up his eyes, and draw the curtain dose; 
And let us all to meditation. [Exeunt. 


ACT IV 

Scene L— Kent. The Seashore near Dover. 


Scene DL- 


Firing heard at Sea. Then enter from a boat, a 
Captain, a Master, a Master's-Mate, WALTER 
Whitmore, and Others; with them SUFFOLK 
disguised, and other Gentlemen, prisoners. 
Cap. The gaudy, blabbing, and remorseful 
day 

This way for me. 412 Is crept into the bosom of the sea, 

lExeunt severally. And now loud-howling wolves arouse the jades 
1 That drag the tragic melancholy night; 4 

Who with their drowsy, slow.and flagging wings 
Clip dead men's graves, and from their misty 
jaws 


-London. CARDINAL BEAUFORT'S 
Bedchamber. 


Enter kino henry, Salisbury, Warwick, and Breathe foul contagious darkness in the air. 


.riser lunu ntiviu, saluouai. —— 

Others. The cardinal in bed; Attendants 
with him. 

K. Hen. How fares my lord? speak, Beau¬ 
fort, to thy sovereign. 


Therefore bring form the soldiers of our prize, t 
For, whilst our pinnace anchors in tbe Downs 
Here shall they make their ransom on the sand, 
mi,, m uiv MivciciKu. Or with their blood stain this discolour’d shore. 

Car. If thou be’st death, I’ll give thee Eng- b^if this" 

The other [ Pointing to Suffolk], Walter Whit¬ 
more, is thy share. 


land’s treasure, 

Enough to purchase such another island, 

So thou wifi let me live, and feel no pain. 4 
„ K. Hen. Ah! what a sign it is of eviLfife 
Where death’s approach u seen so terrible. 
War. Beaufort, ft is thy sov’reigu speaks to 
thoo. . 7 

•Car. Bring me unto my trial when vou will. 
Died he notia his bed? where should he die? 
Can I make men live whe’r they wifi or no? 
Ol torture me no more, I will confess. 


First Genr.What is my ransom, master? let 
me know. 

Mast. A thousand crowns, or else lay down 
your bead. tfi 

Mate. And so much shall you give, or off 
goes yours. 

Cap. What! think you much to pay two 
thousand crowns. 
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And bear the name and port of gentlemen? 
Cut both the villains' throats I for die you shall; 
The lives of those which we have lost in fight 
Cannot be counterpois’d with such a petty sum t 
First Gent. I'll give it, sir; and therefore 
spare my life. 

Sec. Gent. And so will I, and write home for 
it straight. 24 

Whit. I lost mine eye in laying the prise 
aboard, 

[To Suffolk.] And therefore to revenge it shalt 
thou die; 

And so should these if 1 might have my will. 
Cap. Be not so rash: take ransom; let him 
live. 28 

Suf. Look on my George; I am a gentleman; 
Sate me at what thou wilt, thou shalt be paid. 
Whit. And so am I; my name is Walter 
Whitmore. 

How now! why staxt’st thou? what! doth 
death affright? 32 

Suf. Thy name affrights me, in whose sound 
is death. 

A cunning man did calculate my birth. 

And told me that by Water I should me: 35 
Yet let not this make thee be bloody-minded; 
Thy name is— Gaultier, being rightly sounded. 
Whit. Gaultier, or Walter, which it is I care 
not; 

Never yet did base dishonour blur our name 
But with our sword we wip’d away the blot; 40 
Therefore, when merchant-like I sell revenge, 
Broke be my sword, my arms torn and defac'd, 
And I proclaim'd a coward through the world! 

I Lays hold on Suffolk. 
Suf. Stay, Whitmore; for thy prisoner is a 
prince, 44 

The Duke of Suffolk, William de la Pole. 

Whit. The Duke of Suffolk muffled up in 
rags! 

Suf. Ay, but these rags are no part of the 
duke: 

Jove sometimes went disguis’d, and why not I? 
Cap. But Jove was never slain, as thou shalt 
be. 4$ 

•Sg^Olacure and lowly swain. King Henry's 

The honourable blood of Lancaster, 

Must not be shed by such a jaded groom. 52 
Hast thou not kiss’d thy hand and held my 
stirrup? 

Bare-headed plodded by my foot-cloth mule. 
And thought thee happy when I shook my head ? 
How often hast thou waited at my cup, 36 
Fed from my trencher, kneel’d down at the board, 
When I have feasted with Queen Margaret? 
Remember it and let it make thee crest-fall’n; 
Ay, and allay this thy abortive pride. 60 
How in our voiding lobby hast thou stood 
And duly waited for my coming forth? 

This hand of mine hath writ in tny behalf, 

And therefore shall it charm thy riotous tongue. 
Whit. Speak, captain, shall I stab the for¬ 
lorn swain? 63 

Cap. First let my words stab him, as he hath 


Suf. Base slave, thy words are blunt, and to 
art thou. 

Cap. Convey Mm hence, and on our long¬ 
boat’s side 68 

Strike off his head. 

Suf. Thou dar'st not for thy own. 

Cap. Yes, Pole. 

Suf. Pole! 

Cap. Pool! Sir Pool! lord! 

Ay, kennel, puddle, sink; whose filth and dirt 
Troubles the silver spring whereEngland drinks. 
Now will 1 dam up this thy yawning mouth 73 
For swallowing the treasure of the realm; 
Thy lips, that kiss’d the queen, shall sweep the 
ground; 

And thou, that smil’dst at good Duke Hum¬ 
phrey’s death, 76 

Against the senseless winds shall grin in vain. 
Who in contempt shall hiss at thee again; 

And wedded be thou to the hags of hell. 

For daring to affy a mighty lord 80 

Unto the daughter of a worthless king, 
Having neither subject, wealth, nor diadem. 
By devilish policy art thou grown great, 

And, like ambitious Sylla. overgorg d 84 

With gobbets of thy mother's bleeding heart 
By thee Anjou and Maine were sold to France, 
The false revolting Normans thorough thee 
Disdain to call us lord, and Picardy 88 

Hath slain their governors, surpris’d our forts. 
And sent the ragged soldiers wounded home. 
The princely Warwick, and the Nevils all, 
Whose dreadful swords were never drawn in 
vain, »» 

As hating thee, are rising up in arms: 

And now the house of York, thrust from the 
crown 

By shameful murder of a guiltless king. 

And lofty proud encroaching tyranny, 96 

Burns with revenging fire; whose hopeful 
colours .. 

Advance our half-fac'd sun, striving to shine, 
Under the which is writ Inntis nubibus. 

The commons here in Kent are up in arms; too 
And to conclude, reproach and beggary 
Is crept into the palace of our king. 

And all by thee. Away! convey him hence. 
Suf. Of that I were a god, to shoot forth 
thunder 104 

Upon these paltry, servile, abject drudges. 
Small things make base men proud: this villain 
here, 

Being captain of a pinnace, threatens more 
Than Barg ulus the strong Illyrian pirate, ros 
Drones suck not eagles’ blood, but rob bee¬ 
hives. 

It is impossible that I should die 
By such a lowly vassal as thyself. 1 > > 

Thy words move rage, and not remorse in me: 
I go of message from the queen to France; 

I charge thee, waft me safely cross the Channel 
Cap. Walter! 

Whit. Come, Suffolk, I must waft thee to thy 
death. 116 

Suf. Gelidus timer oceupat artus: ’ds thee I 
fear. 
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Whit. Thou (halt have cause to fear before I 
leave thee. 

What! are ye daunted now? now will ye stoop? 
First Gent. My gracious lord, entreat him, 
speak him fair. 120 

Suf. Suffolk’s imperial tongue is stern and 
rough. 

Us'd to command, untaught to pleadfor favour. 
Far be it we should honour such as these 
With humblasuit: no, rather let my head U4 
Stoop to thelpock than these knees bow to any 
Save to the God of heaven, and to my king; 
And aoonenoance upon a bloody pole 
Than stand uncover'd to the vulgar groom. 
True nobility is exempt from fear: 129 

More can I bear than you dare execute. 

Cap. Hale him away, and let him talk no 
more. 

Suf. Come, soldiers, show what cruelty ye 
can, ij2 

That this my death may never be forgot. 

Great men off die by vile bexonians. 

A Roman sworder and banditto slave 
Murder'd sweet Tully; Brutus’ bastard hand 
Stabb’d Julius Caesar; savage islanders 137 

Pompey the Great; and Suffolk dies by pirates. 
[Exit with Suffolk, WHITMORE and Others. 
Cap. And as for these whose ransom we have 
set, 

It is our pleasure one of them depart: 140 

Therefore come you with us and let him go. 

I Exeunt all but first Gentleman. 

Re-enter Whitmore, with Suffolk's body. 
Whit. There let his head and lifeless body lie. 
Until the queen his mistress bury it. [£xit. 
First Gent. O barbarous and bloody spec¬ 
tacle! 144 

His body will I bear unto the king: 

If he revenge it not, yet will his friends; 

So will the queen, that living held him dear. 

[Exit with the body. 


Scene U. — Blackheath. 

Enter oeoroe bevb and iohn Holland. 

Geo. Come, and get thee a sword, though 
made of a lath: they have been up these two 
days. 

John. They have the more need to sleep now 
then. 5 

Geo. I tell thee, Jack Cade the clothier means 
to dress the commonwealth, and turn it, and set 
a new nap upon it 

John. Isj he had need, for ’tis threadbare. 
Well, I say it was never merry world in England 
since gentlemen came up. 

Geo. O miserable age! Virtue is not regarded 
in handicrafts-men. »J 

John. The nobility think scorn to go in 

"JJher aprons. 

'Geo. Nay, more; the king's council am no 
food workmen. it 

John. True; and yet it is said,'Labour in thy 
vocation:' which is as much to say aa, let the 


magistrates be labouring men; and therefore 
should we be magistrates. si 

Geo. Thou hast hit it; for there's no better 
sign of a brave mind than a hard hand. 

John. I see theml I see them! Them’s 
Best’s son, the tanner of Wingham,— 35 

Geo. He shall have the skins of our wmk. 
to make dog’s-leather of. 

John. And Dick the butcher,— 28 

Geo. Then is sin struck down like an ox, and 
iniquity’s throat cut like a calf. 

John. And Smith the weaver,— 

Geo. Argo, their thread of life is spun, ja 
John. Come, come, let’s fall in with them. 


Drum. Enter cade, dick the Butcher , SMTTH the 
Weaver, and a Sawyer, with infinite numbers. 
Cade. We John Cade, so termed of our sup. 
posed father,— 

Dick. [Aside.] Or rather, of stealing a cade 
of herrings. 37 

Cade. For our enemies shall fall before us, 
inspired with the spirit of putting down kings 
and princes,—Command silence. io 

Dick. Silence! 

Cade. My father was a Mortimer.— 

Dick. [Aside.] He was an honest man, anda 
good bricklayer. 44 

Cade. My mother a Plantagenet,— 

Dick. [Aside ] I knew her well; she was a 
midwife. 

Cade. My wife descended of the Ladea,— 4* 
Dick. [Aside.] She was. indeed, a pedlar’s 
daughter, and sold many laces. 

Smith. [Aside.] But now of late, not aide to 
travel with her furred pack, she washes bucks 
here at home. S3 

Cade. Therefore am I of an honourable 
house. 


Dick. [Aside.] Ay, by my faith, the field is 
honourable; aim there was he bom, under a 
hedge; for his father had never a house but die 
cage. 

Cade. Valiant I am. <0 

Smith. [Aside.] A’ must needs, for beggary 
is valiant 

Cade. 1 am able to endure much. 

Dick. [Aside.] No question of that for I have 
seen him whipped three market-days together. 
Cade. I fear neither sword nor fire. 

Smith. [Aside .1 He need not fear the sword, 
for his coat is of proof. <s 

Dick. [Aside.] But methinks he should stand 
in fear of fire, being burnt i’ the hand for steal¬ 
ing of sheep. 

Cade. Be brave, then; for your captain Is 
brave, and vows reformation. There shall be 
in England seven halfpenny loaves sold for a 
penny; the three-hooped pot shall have ten 
hoops; and I will make it felony to drink small 
beer. All the realm shall be in common, and in 
Cheapeide shall my palfrey so to grass. And 
when I am king,—as king I will be,— 

All. God save your majesty! to 

Cade. I thank you, cood people: there shall 
be no money; all shall eat and drink on my 
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score: and I will apparel them all In one livery, 
that they may agree like brothers, and worship 
me their lord. *5 

Dick. The first thing we do, let’s kill all the 
lawyers. 

Cade. Nay, that I mean to do. Is not this 
a lamentable thing, that of the skin of an inno¬ 
cent lamb should be made parchment 1 that 
parchment, being scribbled o’er, should undo a 
man? Some say the bee stings; but I say, ’ds 
the bee’s wax, for I did but seal once to a thing, 
and I was never mine own man since. How 
now! who’s there? 95 

Enter some, bringing in the Clerk of Chatham. 

Smith. The clerk of Chatham: he can write 
and read and cast accompt. 

Cade. O monstrous! 

- Smith. We took him setting of boys’ copies. 
Cade. Here’s a villainl too 

Smith. Has a book in his pocket with red 
letters in’t. 

Cade. Nay, then he is a conjurer. 

Dick. Nay, he can make obligations, and 
write court-hand. i °5 

Cade. 1 am sorry for’t: the man is a proper 
man, of mine honour; unless I find him guilty, 
he shall not die. Come hither, sirrah, 1 must 
examine thee. What is thy name? 109 

Clerk. Emmanuel. 

Dick. They use to write it on the top of 
letters. Twill °o hard with you. »>* 

Cade. Let me aione. Dost thou use to write 
thy name, or hast thou a mark to thyself, like 
an honest plain-dealing man? 

Clerk. Sir, I thank God, 1 have been so well 
brought up, that I can write my name. 117 
All. He hath confessed: away withhimlhe’s 
a vil!»'" wt a traitor. 

Caae. Away with him! 1 say: hang him with 
his n*n and ink-horn about his neck. 121 

[Exeunt some with the Clerk. 

Enter MICHAEL. 

Mich. Where’s our general? 

Cade. Here I am, thou particular fellow. 
Mich. Fly, fly, fly! Sir Humphrey Stafford 
and his brother are bard by, with the king’s 
forces. 126 

Cade. Stand, villain, stand, or I’D fell thee 
down. He shall be encountered with a man as 
good as himself: he is but a knight, is a’? 
Mich. No. 

Cade. To equal him, I will make myself a 
knight presently. [Kneels.] Rise up Sir John 
Mortimer. [Rues.] Now have at him. 133 

Enter sm Humphrey Stafford and william 
his Brother, with drum md Forces. 

Staf. Rebellious hinds, the filth and scum of 
Kent, 

Mark’d for the gallows, lay your weapons down; 
Home to your cottages, forsake this groom: 
The king is merciful, if you revolt. 137 

W. Staf. But angry, wrathful, and in cl in ’d 
to blood. 


[act IV 

If you go forward: therefore yield, or die. 
Cade. As for these silken-coated slaves, I 
pass not: 140 

It is to you, good people, that I speak, 

O'er whom, in time to come 1 hope to reign; 
For I am rightful heir unto the crown. 

Staf. Villain! thy father was a plasterer; 
And thou thyself a shearman, art thou not? 145 
Cade. And Adam was a gardener. 

W. Staf. And what of that? 

Cade. Marry, this; Edmund Mortimer, Earl 
of March, « 4 * 

Married the Duke of Clarence' daughter, did 
he not? 

Staf. Ay, sir. 

Cade. By her he had two children at one 
birth. 

fV. Staf. That’s false. 152 

Cade. Ay, there's the Question; but I say, 
’tis true: 

The elder of them, being put to nurse. 

Was by a beggar-woman stol’u away; 

And, ignorant of his birth and parentage, 13® 
Became a bricklayer when he came to age- 
His son am I; deny it if you can. 

Dick. Nay,’ds too true; therefore be shall be 
king. 

Smith. Sir, he made a chimney in my father’s 
house, and the bricks are alive at this day 10 
testify it; and therefore deny it not. 

Staf. And will you credit this bate drudge's 
words. 

That speaks he knows not what? 164 

All. Ay, marry, will we; therefore get ye 
gone. 

W. Staf. Jack Cade, the Duke of York hath 
taught you this. 

Cade. [Aside.] He lies, for I invented It my¬ 
self. Go to, sirrah; tell the king from me, that, 
for his father’s sake, Henry the Fifth, in whose 
time boys went to span-counter for French 
crowns, I am content he shall reign; but I'U bo 
protector over him. 172 

Dick. And furthermore, we’ll have the Lord 
Say’s head for selling the dukedom of Maine. 

Cade. And good reason; for thereby is Eng¬ 
land mained, and fain to go with a staff, but 
that my puissance holds it up. Fellow kings, I 
tell you that that Lord Say hath gelded the 
commonwealth, and made it a eunuch; and 
more than that, he can speak French; and 
therefore he is a traitor. i«i 

Staf. O gross and miserable ignorance! 
Cade. Nay, answer, if you can: the French¬ 
men arc our enemies; go to then, I ask but 
this, can he that speaks with the tongue of an 
enemy be a good counsellor, or no? 

All. No,no;andthereforewe'llhavehishead. 
W. Staf. Well, seeing gentle words will not 
prevail, 18* 

Assail them with the army of the king. 

Staf. Herald, away; and throughout every 
town 

Proclaim them traitors that are up with Cade; 
That those which fly before the battle ends [92 
May, even in their wives' and children's sight. 


554 



n] 


Be hing’d up for example at their doors: 

And you, that be the king's friends, follow And could it not enforce'them to relent,’ 
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Rul’d like a wandering planet over me, it 


[Exeunt the two Staffords and Forces. 
Cade. And you, that love the commons, 
follow me. 196 

Now show yourselves men; *ds for liberty. 
We will not leave one lord, one gentleman; 
Spare none but such as go in clouted shoon. 
For they are thrifty honest men, and such 200 
As would, but that they dare not take our 
parts. 

Dick. They are all in order, and march to¬ 
ward us. 

Cade. But then are we in order when we are 
most out of order. Come, march! forward 1 204 

[Exeunt. 

SCENE HI. —Another Part of Blackheath. 
Alarums. The two parties enter and fight, and 
both the Staffords are slain. 

Cade. Where'sDick,thcbutchcrofAshford? 
Dick. Here, sir. 

Cade. They fell before thee like sheep and 


That were unworthy to behold the same? 

K. Hen. Lord Say, Jack Cade hath sworn to 
have thy bead. 

Say. Ay, but I hope your highness shall have 
his. so 

K. Hen. How now, madam! 

Still lamenting and mourning for Suffolk's 
death? 

I fear me, love, if that I had been dead, 

Thou wouldest not have mourn’d so much for 
me. 24 

Q. Mar. No, my love; I should not mourn, 
but die for thee. 

Enter a Messenger. 

K. Hen. How now! what news? why com'st 
thou in such haste? 

Mess. The rebels are in Southwark; fly, my 
lord I 27 

Jack Cade proclaims himself Lord Mortimer, 
Descended from the Duke of Clarence’ house. 
And calls your Grace usurper openly, 

And vows to crown himself in Westminster. 


oxen, and thou bebavedst thyself as if thou His army is a ragged multitude 32 

hadst been in thine own slaughter-house: there- Of hinds and peasants, rude and merciless: 


fore thus will I reward thee, the Lent shall be 
as long again as it is; and thou shalt have a 
licence to kill for a hundred lacking one. s 

Dick. I desire no more. 

Cade. And, to speak truth, thou deserves! no 
less. This monument of the victory will I bear: 
[PuU on m. HUMPHREY STAFFORD’S armour.] 
and the bodies shall be dragged at my horse' 
heels, till I do come to London, where we will 


Sir Humphrey Stafford and his brother’s death 
Hath given them heart and courage to proceed. 
All scholars, lawyers, courtiers, gentlemen, 36 
They call false caterpillars, and intend their 
death. 

K. Hen. O graceless menl they know not 
what they ao. 

Buck. My gracious lord, retire to Killing- 
worth, 


have the Mayor's sword borne before us. 14 Until a power be rais’d to put them down. 40 


Dick. If we mean to thrive and do good, 
break open the gaols and let out the prisoners. 

Cade. Fear not that, l warrant thee. Come; 
let's march towards London. [Exeunt. 


Q. Afar. Ah! were the Duke of Suffolk now 
alive, 

These Kentish rebels would be soon appeas’d. 

K. Hen. Lord Say, the traitors hate thee. 
Therefore away with us to Killingworth. 44 
Say. So might your Grace’s person be In 
danger. 


Scene TV.—London. A Room in the Palace. 

Enter kino henry, reading a Supplication; the The'sigEt of me is odious in their eyes; 
duke or BUCKINGHAM and lord say with And therefore in this city will I stay, 
him: at a distance, queen marqaret, mourn- And live alone as secret as I may. 4» 

ing over SUFFOLK'S head. _ ... 

Q. Mar. Oft have I heard that grief softens Enter a . 

the mind 5 ec. Mess. Jack Cade hath gotten London 

And makes it fearful and degenerate; - . ,_. ....._ 

Think twrf™. on revenge, and cease to The citizens fly and forsake their houses; 
weep^ on revenge, «uu The rascal people, thirsting after prey. 

But who can cease to weep and look on this? 4 Join with the «aitor; and they jointly swear ja 
Here may his head lie on my throbbing breast; To spoil the city and your roird court. 

But where’ll thebody that! should embrace? 


Buck. What answer makes your Grace to the 

rebels’ supplication? 8 

K. Hen. I’ll send some holy bishop to entreat; 
For God forbid so many simple souls 
Should perish by the sword 1 And I myself, 
Rather than bloody war shall cut them short, :a 
Wll parley withJack Cade their general. 

But stay. I’ll read it over once again. 


Buck. Then linger not, my lord; away 1 take 


K. Hen. Come, Margaret; God, our hope, 
will succour us. _ 

Q. Mar. My hope is gone, now Suffolk is 
deceas'd. 3 * 

K. Hen. [To lord say.] Farewell* my lord: 
trust not the Kentish rebels. 

Buck. Trust nobody, for fear you be betray’d. 


1 B A? 4 iL 0V “ •“Srtffta* this SSTThetiST&re is to ^ 

C^^jAh, barbarous villainal hath this i told a^dl resolure!S^ 
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Scene V.— The Same. The Tower. 

Enter loss scales and Others, on the Walls. 
Then enter certain Citizens, below. 
Scales. How nowl is Jack Cade slain? 

First Cit. No, my lord, nor likely to be slain; 
-for they have won the bridge, killing all those 
that withstand them. The Lord Mayor craves 
aid of your honour from the Tower, to defend 
the city from the rebels. 

Scales. Such aid as I can spare you shall 
command; 

But I am troubled here with them myself; 8 
The rebels have assay’d to win the Tower. 

But get you to Smithiield and gather head. 
And thither I will send you Matthew Goffe: 
Fight for your king, your country, and your 
lives; is 

And so, farewell, for I must hence again. 

[ Exeunt. 

Scene VI.— London. Cannon Street. 
Enter jack cade, and his Followers. He strikes 
his staff on London-stone. 

Cade. NowisMortimerlordofthiscity. And 
here, sitting upon London-stone, I charge and 
command that, of the city’s cost, the pissing- 
conduit run nothing but claret wine this first 
year of our reign. And now, henceforward, it 
shall be treason for any that calls me other than 
Lord Mortimer. 

Enter a Soldier, running. 

Sold. Jack Cadet Jack Cadet 8 

Cade. Knock him down there. 

[They kill him. 

Smith. If this fellow be wise, he’ll never call 
you Jack Cade more: I think he hath a very 
fair warning. » 

Dick. My lord, there's an army gathered to¬ 
gether in Smithfield. 

Cade. Come then, let’s go fight with them. 
But first, go and set London-bridge on fire, and, 
if yon can, bum down the Tower too. Come, 
let’s away. [Exeunt. 

Scene VIL— The Same. Smithfield. 
Alarums. Enter, on one side, CADE and his com¬ 
pany; on the other. Citizens, and the king’s 
Forces, headed by Matthew goffe. They 
fight; the Citizens or* routed, and Matthew 

GOFFE is slain. 

Cade. So, tin:—Now gosome and puli down 
the Savoy; others to the inns of court: down 
with them alt 

Dick. I have a suit unto your lordship. 4 
Cade. Be it a lordship, thou shall have it for 
that word. 

Dick. Only that the laws of England may 
come out of your mouth, 8 

John. [Aside.] Maw, ‘twill be sore law then; 
for he was thrust in the mouth with a spear, 
and ’tie not whole yet. 

Smith. [Aside.] Nay, John, it wiB be stink- 
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ing law; for his breath stink* with eating 
toasted cheese. U 

Cade. 1 have thought upon it; it shall be so. 
Awayl bum all the records of the realm: my 
mouth shall be theparliament of England. 

John. [Aside.] Then we are like to have 
biting statutes, unless his teeth be pulled out. 

Cade. And henceforward all thmgs shall be 
in common. « 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My lord, a prize, a prize! here’s the 
Lord Say, which sold the towns in France; he 
that made us pay one-and-twenty fifteens, and 
one shilling to the pound, the last subsidy, is 

Enter qeokqs bevis, with the lord say. 

Cade. Well, he shall be beheaded for it ten 
times. Ah! tnou say, thou serge, nay, thou 
buckram lord: now art thou within point- 
blank of our jurisdiction regal. What canst 
thou answer to my majesty for giving up of 
Normandy unto Monsieur Basimecu, the Dau¬ 
phin of France? Be it known unto thee by 
these presence, even the presence of Lord Mor¬ 
timer, that I am the boom that must sweep 
the court clean of such filth as thou art. Thou 
hast most traitorously corrupted the youth of 
the realm in erecting a grammar-school; and 
whereas, before, our fore-fathers had no other 
books but the score and the tally, thou hast 
caused printing to be used; and, contrary to 
the king, his crown, and dignity, thou hast built 
a paper-mill. It will be proved to thy face that 
thou hast men about thee that usually talk of 
a noun and a verb, and such abominable words 
as no Christian ear can endure to hear. Thou 
hast appointed justices of peace, to call poor 
men before them about matters they were not 
able to answer. Moreover, thou hast put them 
in prison; and because they could not read, 
thou hast hanged them; When indeed only for 
that cause they have been most worthy to live. 
Thou dost ride on a foot-cloth, dost thou not? 

Say. What of that? 53 

Cade. Many, thou oughtest not to let thy 
horse wear a cloak, when honester men than 
thou go in their hose and doublets. ]6 

Dick. And work in their shirt too; as myself, 
for example, that am a butcher. 

Say. You men of Kent,— 

Dick. What lay you of Kent? 

Say. Nothing but this: ’tis bona terra, mala 

Sade. Away with him! away with him! he 
speaks Latin. 

Say. Hear me but speak, and bear me where 

you will. *4 

Kent, in the Commentaries Cesar writ. 

Is term’d the dvil’st place of all this isle: 
Sweet is the country, because full of riches; 
The people liberal, valiant, active, wealthy, 68 
Which makes me hope you are not void of pity- 
I sold not Maine. I lost not Normandy; 

Yet, to recover them, would lose my life. 
Justice with Devour have 1 always done ; n 
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Prayer* and tears have mov’d me, gifts could 
never. 

When have I aught exacted at your hands. 

But to maintain the king, the realm, and you? 
Large gifts have I bestow’d on learned clerks, 76 
Because my book preferr’d me to the king, 

And seeing ignorance is the curse of God, 
Knowledge the wing wherewith we fly to heaven. 
Unless you be possess’d with devilish spirits, 80 
You cannot but forbear to murder me: 

This tongue hath parley'd unto foreign kings 
For your behoof,— 

Cade. Tutl when struck’st thou one blow in 
the field? 8$ 

Say. Great men have reaching hands: oft 
have I struck 

Those that I never saw, and struck them dead. 

Geo. O monstrous coward 1 what, to come 
behind folks I 89 

Say. These cheeks are pale for watching for 
your good. 

Cade. Give him a box o’ the ear, and that 
will make ’em red again. 92 

Say. Long sitting, to determine poor men’s 
causes. 

Hath made me full of sickness and diseases. 

Cade. Ye shall have a hempen caudle then, 
and the help of hatchet. 96 

Dick. Why dost thou quiver, man? 

Say. The palsy, and not fear, provokes me. 
Cade. Nay, he nods at us; as who should say, 
Til be even with you: I’ll see if his head will 
stand steadier on a pole, or no. Take him away 
and behead him. 102 

Say. Tell me wherein have I offended most? 
Have I affected wealth, or honour? speak. 

Are my chests fill’d up with extorted gold? 

Is my apparel sumptuous to behold? 

Whom have I injur'd, that ye seek my death? 
These hands are free from guiltless blood- 
shedding, xo8 

This breast from harbouring foul deceitful 
thoughts. 

O! let me Uve. 

Cade. [Aside.] I feel remorse in myself with 
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and command that their wives be as free as 
heart can wish or tongue can tell. 133 

Dick. My lord, when shall we go to Cheap- 
side and take up commodities upon our bills? 
Cade. Marry, presently. 136 

AIL Ol brave 1 

Re-enter Rebels, with the heads o/losd SAY 
ana his Son-in-law. 

Cade. But is not this braver? Let them kiss 
one another, for they loved well when they were 
alive. Now part them again, lest they consult 
about the giving up of some more towns in 
France. Soldiers, defer the spoil of the city 
until night: for with these borne before us, in¬ 
stead of maces, will we ride through the streets; 
and at every comer have them kiss. Awayl 143 

{Exeunt. 

Scene VUL — The Same. Southwark, 
Alarum. Enter cade and all his Rabblement. 

Cade. Up Fish Street! down St. Magnus* 
comer! kill and knock down! throw them into 
Thames! [A parley sounded, then a retreat .1 
What noise is this I hear? Dare any be so bold 
to sound retreat or parley, when I command 
them kill? 

Enter buckinoham, and Old Clifford, with 
Forces. 

Buck. Ay, here they be that dare and will 
disturb thee. 

Know, Cade, we come ambassadors from the 
king * 

Unto the commons whom thou hast misled; 
And here pronounce free pardon to them all 
That will forsake thee and go home in peace. 
Clif. What say ye, countrymen? will ye 
relent, 12 

And yield to men?, whilst 'tis offer’d you. 

Or let a rebel lead you to your deaths? 

Who loves the king, and will embrace his pardon. 
Fling up his cap, and say ‘God save his 

_ ___„ _ majesty 1 ’ 16 

his words; but I’ll bridle it: he shall die, an it Who hateth him, and honours not his father, 
be but for pleading so well for his life. Away Henry the Fifth, that made all France to quake, 
with him! he has a familiar under his tongue; Shake he his weapon at us, and pass by. 
he speaks not o’ God’s name. Go, take him All. God save the king! God save the Icing! 
away, I say, and strike off his head presently; Cade. What! Buckingham and Clifford, are 
and then break into his son-in-law’s house. Sir ye so brave? And you, base peasants, do ye 
James Cromer, and strike off his head, and believe him? will you needs be hang - with your 
bring them both upon two poles hither. 119 pardons about your necks? Hath my sword 
All. It «h«ii be done. therefore broke through London Gates, that you 

Say. Ah, countrymen! if when you make should leave me at the White Hart in South- 
your prayers, wark ? I thought ye would never have given out 

God should be so obdurate as yourselves, these arms till you had recovered your ancient 
How would it fare with your depart souls? freedom; but you are all recreants and dastards. 
And therefore yet relent, and save my life. 124 and dehght to Uve in slavery to die nobtUgr. 

Cade. Away with him! and do as I com- Let them break your backs with burdens, take 
mand ye. l£$eun» some, with lord say.] The your houses over your heads, ravish your wives 
proudett peCT*in theTrealm shaU not wear a andl daughtersibrfore?our!feces: fo« .m*I vdU 
head ou hk shoulders, unless he pay me tribute: make shift for one, and so, Gods curse light 
there shall not a maid be married, ’but she shall upon you all! ^ 35 

Pay to me her maidenhead, ere they have it; Alt- 

men shall hold of me in capita ; and we charge Off. Is Cade the son of Henry the Fifth, 
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That thus you do exclaim you’ll go with him? 
Will he conduct you through the heart of France, 
And make the meanest of you earls and dukes? 
Alas I he hath no home, no place to fly to; 4s 
Nor knows he how to live but by the spoil, 
Unless by robbing of your friends and us. 
Were’t not a shame, that whilst you live at jar. 
The fearful Flench, whom you late vanquished, 
Should make a start o’er seas and vanquish you ? 
Methinks already in this civil broil 
I see them lording it in London streets, 4s 

Crying Villiago ! unto all they meet 
Better ten thousand base-born Cades miscarry. 
Than you should stoop unto a Frenchman’s 
mercy. 

To France, to France! and get what you have 
lost: s» 

Spate England, for it is your native coast. 
Henry hath money, you are strong and manly; 
God on our side, doubt not of victory. 

All. A Clifford! a Clifford! we’ll follow the 
king and Clifford. 57 

Cade. [ Aside .] Was ever feather so lightly 
blown to and fro as this multitude? The name of 
Henry the Fifth hales them to a hundred mis¬ 
chiefs, and makes them leave me desolate. I see 
them lay their heads together to surprise me. 
My sword make way for me, for here is no stay¬ 
ing. In despite of the devils and hell, have 
through the very middest of you! and heavens 
and honour be witness, that no want of resolution 


Expect your highness* doom, of life, or death. 

K. Hen. Then, heaven, set ope thy everlast¬ 
ing gates, 13 

To entertain my vows of thanks and praise! 
Soldiers, this day have you redeem’d your lives, 
And show’d how well you love your prince and 
country; 16 

Continue still in this so good a mind. 

And Henry, though he be infortunate. 

Assure yourselves, will never be unkind: 

And so, with thanks and pardon to you all, 

I do dismiss you to your several countries. 

All. God save the king! God save the king! 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mesa. Please it your Grace to be advertised. 
The Duke of York is newly come from Ireland; 
And with a puissant and a mighty power 23 
Of Gallowglasses, and stout kerns, 

Is inarching hitherward in proud array; 

And still proclaimeth, as he comes along, 28 
His arms are only to remove from thee 
The Duke of Somerset, whom he terms a traitor. 
K. Hen. Thus stands my state, 'twixt Cade 
and York distress’d; 31 

Like to a ship, that, having scap’d a tempest. 
Is straightway calm’d, and boarded with a pirate. 
But now is Cade driven back, his men dispers'd; 
And now is York in arms to second him. 

I pray thee, Buckingham, go and meet him. 
And ask him what’s the reason of these arms. 


ouuuvuuui ugiuiuw.iiniwwnumiiBBUiuuwi nuu naa turn wuat m un. immuu suwow wuu. 

in me, but only my followers’ base and ignomi- Tell him I’ll send Duke Edmund to the Tower; 
nious treasons, makes me betake me to my heels. 

I Exit . 

Buck. What, is he fled? go some, and follow 
him; 

And he that brings his head unto the king 
Shall have a thousand crowns for his reward. 

[Exeunt some of them. 

Follow me, soldiers: we ll devise a mean 72 
To reconcile you all unto the king. [ Exeunt. 


Scene DC —Kenilworth Castle. 

Trumpets sounded. Enter sung henry, queen 
Margaret, and somerset, on the terrace. 

K. Hen. Was ever king that joy’d an earthly 
throne, 

And could command no more content than I? 
No sooner was I crept out of my cradle 
But I was made a kmg at nine months old: 4 
Was never subject long’d to be a king 
As I do long and wish to be a subject. 


And, Somerset, we will commit thee thither. 
Until his army be dismiss’d from him. 40 

Som. My lord. 

I’ll yield myself to prison willingly. 

Or unto death, to do my country good. 

K. Hen. In any case, be not too rough in 
terms; 44 

For he is fierce and cannot brook hard language. 
Buck. I will, my lord; and doubt not so to 
deal v 

As all things shall redound unto your good. 

K. Hen. Come, wife, let’s in, and learn to 
govern better; 48 

For yet may England curse my wretched reign. 

[Exeunt. 


Enter Buckingham and Old or word. 
Buck. Health, and glad tidings, 
majesty! 

K. Hen. Why, Buckingham, is the traitor 
Cade surpris'd? 8 

Or is he but retir’d to make him strong? 

Enter, below, a number of cade’s followers, 
with halters about their necks. 

CUf. He's fled, my lord, and all his powers 
do yield; 

And humbly thus, with halters on their necks. 


SCENE X.—Kent. Idea's Garden. 

Enter cade. 

Cade. Fie on ambitionl fie on myself, that 
have a sword, and yet am ready to famish! 
These five days have I hid me in these woods and 
durst not peep out, for all the country is laid 
to your for me; but now I am so hungry, that if I might 
have a lease of my life for a thousand yeais I 
could stay no longer. Wherefore, on a brick 
wall have I climbed into this garden, to see if I 
can eat grass, or pick a sallet another while, 
which is not amiss to cool a man’s stomach this 
hot weather. And I think this word ‘sallet 
was born to do me good: for many a time, but 
for a sallet, my brain-pan had been deft with a 

brown bi i snd many a dme, when I have been 
dry, and bravely marching. It hath served me 
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instead of a quart-pot to drink in; and now the But thou shalt wear it aa a herald’s coat, 74 

To emblaze the honour that thy master got 
Cade. Iden, farewell; and be proud of thy 
victory. Tell Kent from me, she hath lost her 
best man, and exhort all the world to be 
cowards: for I, that never feared any, am van¬ 
quished by famine, not by valour. IDies. 

Idea. How much thou wrong’st me, heaven 
be my judge. 81 

Die, damned wretch, the curse of her that bare 
thee! 

And as I thrust thy body in with my sword, 

So wish 11 might thrust thy soul to hell. 84 

Hence will I drag thee headlong by the heels 
Unto a dunghill which shall be thy grave, 

And there cut off thy most ungracious head; 
Which I will bear in triumph to the king, 88 


word ‘sallet’ must serve me to feed on. 17 
Enter iden with Servants behind. 

Iden. Lord! who would live turmoiled in the 
court, 

And may enjoy such quiet walks as these? 

This small inheritance my father left me 20 
Contenteth me, and worth a monarchy. 

1 seek not to wax great by others’ waning. 

Or gather wealth I care not with what envy: 

Suffice* that 1 have maintains my state, 24 
And sends the poor well pleased from my gate. 

Cade. [Aside.] Here's the lord of the soil 
come to seize me for a stray, for entering his 
fee-simple without leave. Ah, villain I thou wilt 
betray me, and get a thousand crowns of the 

king by carrying my head to him; but I’ll make Leaving thy trunk for crows to feed upon, 
thee eat iron like an ostrich, and swallow my [Exit, with Servants, dragging out 

sword like a great pin, ere thou and I part. 32 the body. , 

Iden. Why, rude companion, whatsoe'er 
thou be, 

Iknowtheenot;whythenshouldIbetraythee? ACT V 

Is't not enough to break into my garden. 

And like a thief to come to rob my grounds, }6 Scene I.— Kent. Fields between Dartford and 


Climbing my walls in spite of me the owner. 
But thou wilt brave me with these saucy terms? 

Cade. Brave thee! ay, by the best blood that 
ever was broached, and beard thee too. Look on 
me well: 1 have eat no meat these five days; 
yet, come thou and thy five men, and if I do 
not leave you all as dead as a door-nail, I pray 
God I may never eat grass more. 44 

Iden. Nay, it shall ne’er be said, while Eng¬ 
land stands. 

That Alexander Iden, an esquire of Kent, 
Took odds to combat a poor famish d man. 
Oppose thy steadfast-gazing eyes to mine, 48 
See if thou canst out-face me with thy looks: 
Set limb to limb, and thou art far the lesser; 
Thy hand is but a finger to my fist; 


Blackheath. 

The kino’s camp on one side. On the other, enter 
vork, and his army of Irish, with drum and 
colours. 

York. From Ireland thus comes York to 
claim his right, 

And pluck the crown from feeble Henry’s head: 
Ring, bells, aloud; bum, bonfires, clear and 
bright. 

To entertain great England’s lawful king. 4 
Ah sancta majestas, who would not buy thee 
dear? 

Let them obey that know not how to rule; 

This hand was made to handle nought but gold: 
I cannot give due action to my words, 8 


Thy leg a stick compared with this truncheon; Except a sword, or sceptre balance it. 


My foot shall fight with all the strength thou 
hast; 53 

And if mine arm be heaved in the air 
Thy grave is digg’d already in the earth. 

As for more words, whose greatness answers 
words, 56 

Let this my sword report what speech forbears. 

Cade. By my valour, the most complete 
champion that ever I heard 1 Steel, if thou turn 
the edge, or cut not out the burly-boned clown 
in chines of beef ere thou sleep in thy sheath, I 
beseech Jove on my knees, thou tnayst be turned 
to hobnails. [They fight; cade falls.] O, I am 
slain! Famine and no other hath slain me: let 
ten thousand devils come against me, and give 

me but the ten meals I have lost, and 111 defy — 
them all. Wither, garden; and be henceforth a Against thy oath and true aUegianee swom, 
to aU that do dwell in this house, Shouldn raise so great a power without his leave. 


A sceptre shall it have, have I a soul, 

On which I’ll toss the flower-de-luce of France. 
Enter BUCKINGHAM. 

Whom have we here? Buckingham, to disturb 
me? is 

The king hath sent him, sure: I must dissemble. 
Buck. York, if thou meanest well, I greet 
thee well. 

York. Humphrey of Buckingham, I accept 
thy greeting. is 

Art thou a messenger, or come of pleasure? 
Buck. A messenger from Henry, our dread 
liege, 

To know the reason of these arms in peace; 
Or why thou,—being a subject as I am,- 


burying-place t- . * . 

because the unconquered soul of Cade is fled. 
Iden. Is’t Cade that I have slain, that mon¬ 
strous traitor? 7 ° 

S\#ord, I will hallow thee for this thy deed. 

And hangtbee o’er my tomb when I am dead: 
Ne’ershafl this blood be wiped from thy point, 


Or dare to bring thy force so near the court. 
York. [Aside.] Scarce can I speak, my choler 
is so great: 23 

Ol I could hew up rocks and fight with flint, 

I am so angry at these abject terms; 

And now, like Ajax Telamonius, 
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On sheep at axm could I spend my fuiy. 

I am far better born than is die king, 18 
More like a king, more kingly in my thoughts; 
But I must make fair weather yet awhile. 

Till Henry be more weak, and I more strong. 
[Aloud.] Buckingham, 1 prithee, pardon me, 

That I have given no answer all this while: 33 
My mind was troubled with deep melancholy. 
The cause why I have brought this army hither 
Is to remove proud Somerset from the king, 
Seditious to his Grace and to the state. 

Suck. That Is too much presumption on thy 
part: 

But if thy arms be to no other end. 

The king hath yielded unto thy demand: 40 
The Duke of Somerset is in the Tower. 

York. Upon thine honour, is he a prisoner? 
Buck. Upon mine honour, he is a prisoner. 
York. Then, Buckingham, 1 do dismiss my 
powers. 44 

Soldiers, I thank you all: disperse yourselves; 
Meet me to-morrow in Saint George's field. 

You shall have pay, and everything you wish, 
And let my sov’reign, virtuous Henry, as 
Command my eldest son, nay, all my sons. 

As pledges of my fealty and love; 

I’ll tend them all as willing as I live: 

Lands, goods, horse, armour, anything I have 
It his to use, so Somerset may die. 33 

Buck. York, I commend this kind submission: 

We twain will go into his highness’ tent. 

Enter KINO henry, attended. 

K. Hen. Buckingham, doth York Intend no 
harm to us, 36 

That thus he marcheth with thee arm in arm? 

York. In all submission and humility 
York doth present himself unto your highness. 

K. Hen. Then what intend these forces thou 
dost bring? so 

York. Toteave the traitor Somerset from hem*, 
And fight against that monstrous rebel, Cade, 
Who since I heard to be discomfited. 

Enter tOEN, with case’s head. 

Iden. If one so rude and of so mean condi¬ 
tion 64 

May pass into the presence of a king. 

Lo! I presentyour Grace a traitor’s head, 

The head of Cade, whom I in combat slew. 

K. Hen. The head of Cade! GreatGod,how 
just art thou! 68 

Ol let me view his visage, being dead, 

That living wrought me such exceeding trouble. 
Tell me, my friend, art thou the man that slew 
him? 

Iden. I was, an’t like your majesty. 7s 

K. Hen. How art thou call’d, and what is 
thy degree? 

Iden. Alexander Iden, that’s my name; 

A poor esquire of Kent, that loves his king. 

Buck. So please it you, my lord, ’twere not 
azniat 76 

He ware created knight for Us good service. 

K. Hen. Men, kneel down. [He kneels.] Rise 
op a knight. 


[act v 


We give thee for reward a thousand marks; 
And will, that thou henceforth attend on us. to 
Iden. May Iden live to merit such a bounty. 
And never live but true unto his liege! 

K. Hen. See! Buckingham! Somerset comes 
with the queen: 

Go, bid her hide him quickly from the duke. 84 
Enter queen Margaret and somerset. 

O. Mar. For thousand Yorks he shall not 
nide his head, 

But boldly stand and front him to his face. 

York. How now! is Somerset at liberty? 
Then, York, unloose thy long-impnton’d 
thoughts 88 

And let thy tongue be equal with thy heart. 
Shall I endure the sight of Somerset? 

False king 1 why hast thou broken faith with me, 
Knowing how hardly I can brook abuse? 92 
King did I call thee? no, thou art not king; 

Not fit to govern and role multitudes, 

Which darist not, no.norcanstnot rule a traitor. 
That head of thine doth not become a crown; 
Thy hand is made to grasp a palmer’s staff, 97 
And not to grace an awful princely sceptre. 
That gold must round engirt these brows of 
mine, 

Whose smile and frown, like to Achilles' spear. 
Is able with the change to kill and cure. 101 
Here is a hand to hold a sceptre up. 

And with the same to act controlling laws. 
Give place: by heaven, thou shall rule no 
more to 4 

O’er him whom heaven created for thy ruler. 
Som. O monstrous traitor:—I arrest thee, 
York, 

Of capital treason 'gainst the king and crown. 
Obey, audacious traitor; kneel for grace. 108 
York. Wouldst have me kneel? fust let me 
ask of these 

If they can brook I bow a knee to man. 

Sirrah, call in my sons to be my bail: 

[Exit an Attendant. 
I know ere they will have me go to ward, ui 
They'll pawn their swords for my enfranchise¬ 
ment. 

Q. Mar. Call hither Gifford; bid him come 
amain, 

To say if that the bastard boys of York 
Shall be the surety for their traitor father. 116 

J Exit BUCKINGHAM. 

i Neapolitan, 

Outcast of Naples, England's bloody scourge! 
The sons of York, thy betters in their birth. 
Shall be their father’s bail; and bane to those 
That for my surety will refute the boysl 

Enter edward and Richard plantagenet, 
with Force1 at one tide; at the other, with 
Forcer alto. Old Clifford and hit Son. 

See where they come: I’l) warrant they’ll make 
it good. 

Q. Mar. And here comes Gifford, to deny 
their bag. 

Clif. [Kneelini.] Health and all happiness to 
my lord tha kingl tu 
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York. I thank tbee, Clifford: say, what newi Sal. My lord, I have consider’d with myself 
with thee? The title of this most renowned duke: it* 

Nay, do not flight u» with an angry lode: ‘And in my conscience do repute his Grace 


We are thy sovereign, Clifford, kneel again; 
Far thy mistaking so, we pardon thee. ra* 
CUf. This is myking, York, I do not mistake; 
Bat thou mistak st me much to think I do. 
To Bedlam with him! is the man grown mad? 
K. Hen. Ay, Clifford; a bedlam and ambi¬ 
tious humour ija 

Makes him oppose himself against his king. 

Clif. He is a traitor: let him to the Tower, 
And chop away that factious pate of his. 

Q. Mar. He is attested, but will not obey 


The rightful heir to England’s royal seat 
K. Hen. Hast thou not sworn a l le gi a n ce 
unto me? 

Sal. I have. »*o 

K. Hen. Const thou dispense with heaven 
for such an oath? 

Sal. it is a great sin to swear unto a sin, 

But greater sin to keep a sinful oath. 

Who can be bound by any solemn vow 1I4 
To do a murderous deed, to rob a man. 

To force a spotless virgin's chastity. 


His sons, he says, shall give their words for To reave the orphan of his patrimony, 
him._ 137 To wring the widow from her custom'll right, 


York. Will you not, sons? 


And have no other reason for this wrong 1*9 


Edw. Ay, noble father, if our words will serve. But that he was hound by a solemn oath? 


Rich. And if words will not, then our wea¬ 
pons shall. 140 

Clif. Why, what a brood of traitors have we 
here! 

York. Look in a glass, and call thy image so: 

I am thy king, and thou a false-heart traitor. 

Call hither to the stake my two brave bears, 144 
That with the very shaking of their chains 
They may astonish these fell-lurking curs: 

Bid Salisbury and Warwick come to me. 

Drums. Enter was wick and Salisbury, with 
Forces. 

CUf. Are these thy bears? we’ll bait thy And that I’U write upon thy burgonet, 
bears to death, . . . 14* Might *. 


Q. Mar. A subtle traitor needs no sophister. 
K. Hen. Call Buckingham, and bid Urn arm 
himself. 19s 

York. Call Buckingham, and all the friends 
thou hast, 

I am resolv’d for death, or dignity. 

Clif. The first 1 warrant thee, if dreams prove 
true. 

War. You were best to go to bed and dream 
again, 19* 

To keep thee from the tempest of the field. 

CUf. I am resolv'd to bear a greater storm 
Than any thou canst conjure up to-day; 

", that I’ll write upon thy burgonet, aoo 

_ _htlbutknow theebv thy tiuseholdbadne. 

And manacle the bear-ward in their chains, War. Now, by my father’s badge, old Neva’s 
If thou dar’st bring them to the baiting-place. crest, . , . _ 

Rich. Oft have! teen a hot o’erweening cur The rampant bear chain d to the ragged staff, 
Run back and bite, because he was withheld; This day I’ll wear aloft my burgonet,— 204 
Who, being suffer'd with the bear's Sell paw, As on a mountain-top the cedar shows, 

Hath dapp’d his tall between his legs, and That keeps his leaves in spite of any storm,— 
cried: Even to affright thee with the view thereof. 

And such a piece of service will you do, Clif. And from thy burgonet I’ll rend thy 

If you oppose yourselves to match Lord War- bear, , , . . *°* 

wick! 156 And tread It underfoot with all contempt, 

Clif. Hence, heap of wrath, foul indigested Dwlto the bear-ward that protects the b ear. 
hiUp, Y. CUf. And so to arms, victorious father, 

As crooked in thy manners as thy shape! To quell the rebels and their complicx*. «a 
York. Nay, we |th»« heat you thoroughly Rich. Fie! charity! for shame! speak notin 


CWTake heed, lest by your heat you bum ForyouthaU supwith JesuChrist to-n ight 
yourselves. r ^° “ ‘ 

K. Hen. Why, Warwick, hath thy knee for¬ 
got to bow? . , 

Old Salisbury, shame to thy silver hair, 

Thou mad nmleader of thy brain-sick son! 

What! wilt thou on thy death-bed {day the 
ruffian, 

And seek for sorrow with thy spectacles? 


spite,. 


01 where is faith? O, whareia loyalty? 
if it be banish’d from the frosty bead, r *7 

Where shall it ^ a harbour m the earth? 


Y. CUf. Foul stigmatfe, that's more Burn 
thou dost tell. 

Rich. If not in heaven, you’ll surely tup in 
hf it {Exeunt severally. 

.•Scon II .—Saint Alban’s. 

Alarums: Excursions. Enter waxwibe. 
War. Clifford of Cumberland, *tis Warwick 
ctlls: 

And tf thou dost not hide thee from the beac, 


Wtomoupjdigamaw tofindoutwar, J Now, when the angry ttumnet s ound* a larm. 
And Hit,,* Wn . ruble age with blood? And dead men s cries d o fill the ent ity a i r, 4 
Why art thou oMranTwartfitaxperieoce? OUfforLI **y» coam forth * *““5* with 
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Enter TOStK. 


sst 


(act V 


Mart I an infant of the house of York, 

How now, my noble lord! what! all afoot? 8. *“*»"'sobbeta wil l I cut It 
York. The deadly-handed Clifford alew my A» wild Medea young Abayrtm did; 


Heed; 

But matrh to match I have encounter’d him. 
And made a prey for carrion kites and crows 
Even of the bonny beast he lov’d so well. is 

Enter Old cunoo. 

War. Of one or both of us the time is come. 
York. Hold, Warwick! seek thee out some 
other abase. 

For I myself must hunt this deer to death. 


In cruelty will I seek out my fame. 

Come, thou new ruin of old Clifford's house: 

[Taking up the body. 
As did iEneas old Anchiaea bear, 

So bear I thee upon my manly shoulders; 

But then AEncas bare a living load, <4 

Nothing so heavy as these woes of mine. [Exit. 

Enter SICHARD and somesset, fighting; 
SOMERSET is killed. 


War. Then, nobly, York; tis for a crown Rtch. So, lie thou then; 

thou fight’st. if For underneath an aleho u se* paltry 

As I intend, Clifford, to thrive to-day. The Castle in Saint Alban’s, Some: 


sign, 

imerset 68 
Hath made the wizard famous in ids death. 
Sword, hold thy temper; heart, be wrathfdl still: 
Priests pray for enemies, but princes kill. [£xit. 


Alarums: Excursions. Enter kino henry, queen 
Margaret, and Others, retreating. 

Q. Mar. Away, my lord! you are slow: for 
shame, away 1 71 

K. Sen. Can we outrun the heavens? good 
Margaret, stay. 

Q. Mar. What are you made of? you’ll aw 


fight nor fly: 
Now is it manhood. 


wisdom, and defence. 


It grieves my soul to leave thee unassail'd. 

[Exit. 

CUf. What seest thou in me, York? why 
dost thou pause? 

York. With thy brave bearing should I be in 
love, ao 

But that thou art so fast mine enemy. 

Clif. Nor should thy pro w ess want praise 
and esteem. 

But that ’tis shown ignobly and in treason. 

York. So let it help me now against thy sword 
As I in justice and troe right express it. as 

Clif. My soul and body on the action both! 

York. A dreadful lay I address thee instantly. 

CUf.Lofincouremeles ssueres. at 

[They fight, and CLIFFORD falls and dies. 

York. Thus war hath given thee peace, for 
thou art still. 

Peace with hte soul, heaven, if it be thy will! 

I Exit. 

Biter Young clotoud. 

Y. CUf. B ia m e and confusion! all is on the 
rout: si 

Fear Bernes disorder, and disorder wounds 
Where it Should guard. O war! thou son of hell. 

Whom angry heavens do make their minister. 

Throw in the frozen bosoms of our part 
Hot coals of vengeance 1 lot no soldier fly: 

0 m that is truly dedicate to war 37 

H a th no self-love: nor he that loves himself 
Hath not essentially, but by circumstance. 

The name of valour. [Seeing Us father's body. 

A O! let the vile world end, 40 

And the pr e mis ed flames of the last day 
Knit he a ven and earth together: 

Now let the general trumpet blow his blast. 

Particularities and petty sounds 44 

To cease!—Wast thou ordain'd, dear father. 

To lose thy youth in peace, and to achieve 

Thesflverlivery of advised age, 47 York. Of Salisbury, who can report of him; 

Andj in thy reverence and thy chaWlayt thus That winter hon, who in rage forgets 
To me Inr ufBan battle? Even at this sight Aged contusions and all brush of time, 

My heart is tarn’dto stone: and while ’tis mine And, like a gallant in the brow of youth, 4 
It shall bestonv. York not our old men spares; Repairs him with occasion? this happy day 
Nomose wfflf their babes: tears virginal ja Is not itself, nor havs we won one foot, 
8haB.be to me even as the dew to fire; If Salisbury be lost. 


To give the enemy way, and to secure us ?« 
By what we can, which can no more but fly. 

[Alarum afar off. 
If you be ta'en, we then should see the bottom 
Of all our fortunes: but if we haply same, 7» 
As well we may, if not through your neglect. 
We shall to London get, where you are lov’d. 
And where this breach now in our fortunes 
made 

May readily be stopp’d. 

Re-enter Young comma. 

But that my heart's on ftitnre nris- 

I would speak blasphemy ere bid you fly; 

But fly you must: uncurable discomfit 
Reigns in the hearts of all our p res en t parts. 
Away, for your reliefl and we will live SI 
To see their day and them our fortune give. 
Away, my lord, away I [Exeunt. 

Scene HL —Field near Saint Atbasfs. 
Alarum. Retreat. Flourish; then enter vostK, 

RICHARD, WARWICK, and Soldiers, with tbion 
and colours. 


Andbeauty, that the tyrant oft reclaims. Rich. 

gjudl SO uqr fl am ing wrath be ofl snd fl aa. Three tit_ 

Hsnesflara IwfflnM have So do with pity: 3* Three thmel 


noble fistber 
.—j> hhn to Iris hasatk 
him; thrice IM Mm afc 
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Aod like rich hanpgi in t hom# home, u M. I know onr ifetyis to follow fen; 
Sowtshiswiliinhisoldfeeblebody. For, as I hesr, the king is fled to LoodoOt 24 

B^oobleaiteiitlookwheiehecom To call a present court of parllainent: 

P4 __ UvimliatbfikioM*" 

m Salisbury, What 8 ayiL§rdWar#JWffe after them) 

5 fl/. Now.bymyiword.welllasttlioufought for. After them! nay, before them, if we 
today; can, at 

By the mass, 10 did we alL I thank you, Now, by my hand, lords, ’twas a glorious 

Richard: is day: 

God knows how Iona It is I have to live; Saint Alban's battle, won by famous York, 

' pleas'd him that three timei to Shall be eterniz’d in all age to come, 

Sound, dram and trumpets, ind to LoodoD 
ail: ji 

Well, lords, we have not tot that which we Asdmorenchdayiiitheie tots befall 

have: so [tat 




THE THIRD PART OF 

KING HENRY THE SIXTH 


DRAMATIS PERSON* 


Kao Hinry tos Sara 
Edward, Prince of WrIm, hit Son. 

Liwu toi EtsvsNta, Kiat of Franca. 
Dun or Sauaaatr; \ 

Dun or Eara, 

Bail or Oxford. 

Earl o» Northumberland, 

EAU or WtSIMOULAND, I 
Lord Clifford, 1 

Richard Plantaoenit. Duke of York. 
Edward, Earl of March, afterward! King \ 
Edward the Fourth, I 

Edmund, Earl of Rutland, 

Gaoi'CS, afterwards Duke of Clareooe, 
Richaao, afterwards Duke of Gloucester, 
Dun or Norfolk, 

Marquis or Montague, 

Earl or Warwick, 

Eail or Pembroke, 

Lord Hastings, 

Loan Stafford, 


Job King Henry’s side. 


this Sons. 


) 


of the Duke of York’s 
Party. 


Sir John Mortimer, 1 r ... __ „ .. . xr —.a 

Sb Hugh MoaTnm>,/ unc *“ “ “» Ook * ofYo “- 
Shi, Earl or Richmond, a Youth. 

Lord Rivers, Brother to Lady Grey. 

SB WtLUAM Stanley. 

Sa John Montoosorv. 

Sb John Somerville. 

Tutor to Rutland. 

Mayor of York, 
lieutenant of the Tower. 

A Nobleman. 

Two Keepers. A Huntsman. 

A Sou teat has killed his Father. 

A Father that has killed his Son. 

Queen Margaret. 

Lady Grey, afterwards Queen to Edward tha Fourth. 
Bona, Sister to the French Queen. 

Soldlert, and other Attendants oo Kin! Henry and Kir* 
Edward, Messengers, Watchmen, Ac. 


Scene. —During part of the Third Act, in France; during the rat of the Flay, in England. 


ACT 1 

Scene I. — London. The Parliament-House. 
Drums. Some Soldien of yoke’s party break 

in . Then , enter the DUKE at YORK, EDWARD, 
RICHARD, NORFOLK, MONTAGUE, WARWICK, 

and Others, with white rota in their hats. 
War. I wonder how Hie king escap’d our 


York. While wo pursu'd the horsemen of the 
north. 

He ittiy stole sway and left Ids men: 

Whereat the great Lord of Northumberland, 4 
Whose warlike ears could never brook retreat. 
Cheer’d to the drooping army; and Umedf, 
Lord Clifford, and Lord Stafford, all abreact. 
Charg’d onr main battle’* front, end breaking 
in s 

Were by the (word* of com m on soldien eMM. 
Edw. Lord Stafford’* father, Duke of Buck- 


I* either (lain or wounded dangerously; 

I deft hi* beaver with a downright blow: ta 
That this ie true, father, behold ha blood. 

[Showing Ids bloody sword. 
Mora. And, brother, here’s the Ead ofWflt- 
ehire’* Mood, [To york, showing his. 
Whom 1 encou nt er’d as the battles join'd. 
Jffe*. Speak thou for me, and teu them what 
I did. [Throwing down the DUKE OP 

sns — s n *! head, 
Parfc Richard hath beet d e eet v’d of all my 


But, is your Grace dead, my Lord of Somerset? 
Ivory. Such hope have all the line of John of 
Gaunt 1 

Rich. Thus do I hope to thake King Henry’! 
head. to 

War. And eo do L Victorious Prince ofYork, 
Before I see thee seated in that throne 
Which now the house of Lancaster ranrpa, 

I vow by heaven these eyes shall never dose. *4 
This is the palace of the feanbl king. 

And this the regal seat: possess it, York; 

For this is thine, and not King Henry's bein’. 
York. Anist me, then, tweet Warwick, and 
I will; a* 

For hither we have broken in by force. 

Norf. Well all assist yon; he that flic* shall 
die. 

York. Thanks, gentle Norfolk. Stay by me, 
my lord*; 

AwLeddicrs, stay and lodge hymeddseksi. s* 
War. And when the king comes, offer him no 
violence. 

Unices he seek to thrust you outperforce. 

[The sSidea retire. 
York. The queen this day here holds her 
jsfSteesset, 

But little thinks we shall be of her oouudl: I* 
By ward! or blows here let as win oar right 
Rich. Arm’d as we are, let’s etay within thl* 
h om e. 

War. The bloody parliament (ball tide be 
Untag pfentagenet, Poke ofYork, be king. 4° 
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And bashful Henry depos'd, whose cowardice 
Hath made ot by-word* to onr enemies 
York Then leave me not, my lord*; be 
reaolute; 

I mean to take possession of my right 44 
War. Neither the king, nor he that love* 
Wien beat. 

The proudest be that hold* op Lancaster, 
Pare* *tir a wing if Warwick shake Ms bells. 

I’ll plant Plan tagenet root him up who dares. 
Resolve thee, Richard; claim the English crown. 

[WARWICK leads YORK to the throne. 

who seat1 himself. 

Flourish. Enter KING HENRY, CLIFFORD, NORTH- 


War. True, Clifford; and that** Richard, 
Duke ofYork. 

K. Hen. And shall I stand, and thou sit in 
my throne? *4 

York. It must and shall be so: content thy¬ 
self. 

War. BeDukeof Lancaster: let him be king. 
West. He is both king and Duke ofLancaster; 
And that the Lord of Westmoreland shall main- 
tain. SI 

War. And Warwick shall disprove it Yon 
forget 

That we are those which chas’d yon from the 
field 

. And slew your fathers, and with colours spread 
wbhxland, wbstmorelanp, _ eketer, and March’d through the dty to the palace gates, 9* 


Others, with red roses in their hats. 

K. Hen. My lords, look where the sturdy 
rebel sits. 

Even in the chair of state! belike he means— 
Back’d by the power of Warwick, that false 
peer— 5* 

To aspire unto the crown and reign as king. 
Earl of Northumberland, be slew thy father. 
And thine, Lord Clifford; and you both have 
vow’d revenge 

North. If I be not, heavens’ be reveng’d on 
mel j 7 

C/if. The hope thereofmakes Clifford mourn 
in 

West. What! shall we suffer this? let’s pluck 
him down; 

My heart for anger bums; I cannot brook it. So 
a. Hen. Be patient, gentle Earl of West- 
mordand. 

Cttf. Patience is for poltroons, such as he: 
He durst not sit there bad your father liv'd. 
My gracious lord, here in the parliament <4 
Let us assail the family ofYork. 

North. Well bast thou spoken, cousin: be 
it so. 

K. Hen. Ahl know yon not the city favours 
them. 

Andtt 
Exe. 


North. Yes, Warwick, 1 remember u to my 
AnJfby kit soul, thou and thy house shall rue it. 


lut when 'the duke is slain they’ll 

Far be the thought of this from 
Henry’s heart. 

To a shambles of the parliament-house 1 
Cousin ofExeter, frowns, words, and threats, r* 
Shall be the war that Henry means to use. 

[They adrance to the duke. 

Thoufsctious Puke ofYotk.des cend my throne. 

And kneel for grace and mercy at my feet; 
lam thy sovereign. 

York. I am thine. 7 * 

Exe. For shame! come down: he made thee 


West. Plantagenet, of thee, and them thy 
sons, 

Thy kinsmen and thy ftienda, TO have more 
lives 96 

Than drops of blood were in my father’s veins. 
Clif. Urge it no more; lest that instead of 
words, 

I send thee, Warwick, such a messenger 
As shad revenge his death before I stir, too 
War. Poor Clifford! how I scorn his worth¬ 
less threats. 

York. Will you we show our title to the 
crown? 

If not, our swords shall plead it in the field. 

K. Hen. What title hast thou, traitor, to the 
crown? 104 

Thy father was, aa thou art, Duke ofYork; 
Thy grandfather, Roger Mortimer, Earl of 
March; 

I am the son of Henry the Fifth, 

W>mm.ri« the Daup hin and the French to stoop. 
And seiz’d upon their towns and provinces. 
War. Talk not of France, sith thou hast lost 
italL 

K. Hen. The Lord Protector lost it, and notl: 
at their beck? When I was crown’d I was but nine months old. 

Rich. You are (fid enough now, and yet, 
methinks, you lose. 113 

Father, tear the crown from the usurper’s head. 
Edw. Sweet father, do so; set it on your head. 
Mont. [To YORK.) Good brother; at thou 
lov’st and honour 1 it arms, ns 

Let’s fight it out and not stand cavilling thus. 
Rich. Sound drums and trumpet*, and the 
king wifi fly. 

York. Sons, peace! 

K. Hen. Peace thou! and give King Bony 

leave to speak. tae 

War. Plants genet shall speak first: hear him, 
lords; 


inherits ss the earldom 

Exe. Thy was a traitor to the c ro wn. JC. Hen. Think’st thou that I will leave my 
T War. Exeter, thou art a traitor to the crown - **4 
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And now in England to our heart’s great sorrow. 
Shall be my winding-sheet Why faint you, 
lords? 1*9 

Mir title’s good, and better far than his. 

War. Prove it, Henry, and thou shall be 
king. 

X. Hen. Henry the Fourth by co n ques t got 
the crown. 13s 

Kerb. Twas by rebellion against his king. 

K. Hen. [Aside.] I know not what to say: 
my title's weak. 

[Aloud.] Tell me, may not a king adopt an heir? 
York. What then? 136 

K. Hen. An if be may, then am I lawful 

For Richard, in the view of many lords, 
Resign’d the crown to Henry the Fourth, 
Whose heir my father was, and I am his. 140 

York. He rose against him, being his sove¬ 

reign. 

And made him to resign his crown perforce. 
War. Suppose, my lords, he did it uncon¬ 
strain'd. 

Think you twere prejudicial to his crown? 14* 
Exe. No; for he could not so resign his 
crown 

But that the next heir should succeed and idgn. 
K. Hen. Art thou againstus, Duke ofExeter? 
Exe. His is the right, and therefore pardon 
me. 14s 

York. Why whisper you, my lords, and an¬ 
swer not? 

Exe. My conscience tells me he is lawful king. 
K. Hen. [Aside.] All will revolt from me, and 
turn to him. 

North. Plantsgnnet, for all the claim thou 
lay’st, 13a 

Think not that Henry shall be so depos’d. 

War. Depos'd he shall be in despite of alL 
North. Thou art deceiv'd: ’tis not thy south¬ 
ern power, 

Of Esses, Norfolk, Suffolk, nor of Kent, 136 
Which makes thee thus presumptuous and 
proud. 

Can set the duke up in despite of me. 

CUf. King Henry, be thy tide right or wrong. 
Lord Clifford vows to fight in thy defence: ito 
May that ground gape and swallow me alive, 
Where I shall knee! to him that siew my father! 
K. Hen. O Clifford, how thy words revive 
my heart! 

York. Henry of Lancaster, resign thy crown. 
What mutter you, at what conspire you, lords? 
War. Do right unto this princely Duke of 
York, 166 

Or I wOI flB the house with armed men, 

. And o’er the chair of state, where now be sits, 
Wrhe up his Ude with usurping Mood. 

[He stamps with Ms foot, and the 
Soldiers show themselves. 
K. Hen. My Lord of Warwick, bear trie out 
on* word:— 

Let me for this my life-time reign as king. 
York. Confirm the crown to me and to mine 
heirs, 17a 

And thou shalt nlgn in qrdet while than lWst. 




l*cr I 

K. Hen. I am content: Richard Plsntagmet, 
oy the kingdom after my decease. 

Of. What wrong is this unto the prince 
your sont > 7 < 

War. What good is this to F.ngland and 
himselfl 

West. Base, fearful, and despairing Henry! 

Clif. How hast thou injur’d both thyself 
and us! 

West. I cannot stay to hear these articles. 

North. Nor 1 . iSt 

Clif. Come, cousin, let us tell the queen these 


West. Farewell, faint-hearted and degene¬ 
rate king. 

In whose cold blood no spark of honour bides. 
North. Be thou a prey unto the house of 
York, 183 

And die in bands for this unmanly deedl 
CUf. In dreadfol war mayst thou be over¬ 
come. 

Or live in peace abandon’d and despis’d! its 
[Exeunt Northumberland, Clifford, 

and WESTMORELAND. 

War. Turn this way, Henry, and regard them 
not 

Exe. They seek revenge and therefore will 
not yield. 

K. Hen. Ah! Exeter. 

War. Why should you sigh, my lord? 
K. Hen. Not for myself. Lord Warwick, but 
my son, * > 9 * 

Whom I unnaturally shall disinherit. 

But be it as it may; I here entail 
The crown to thee and to thine Mis for ever. 
Conditionally, that here thou take an oath 196 
To cease this civil war, and, whilst I live. 

To honour me as thy king and sovereign; 

And neither by treason nor hostility 
To seek toput me down and reign thyadf. see 
York. This oath I willingly take and will 
perform. [Coming from the throne. 

War. Long live King Henry! Plantagenct, 
embrace him. 

K. Hen. And long live thou and thaae thy 
forward sons! 

York. Now York and T st nc atte r are recon¬ 
cil’d. 304 

Exe. Accun’d be he that seeks to make them 
foesl [Sennet. The Lords come forward. 
York. Farewell, my gracious lord; rll to my 
castle. 

War. And 1*11 keep London with my sol- 
dioi, 307 

Norf. And I to Norfolk with my followers. 
Mont. And I unto the tea from when ce I 
came. [Exeunt YORK and his Sons, WAR¬ 
WICK, NORFOLK, MONTAOUE, SoldleTl, and 
Attendants. 

K. Her And I, with grief and sorrow, to foe 
court. 

Enter QUEEN MAKOAWr end the funci or 

WALES. 

Exe. Herecooee the queen, whose looks be¬ 
wray her anger: 
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m tnal away. [Going. 

K. Hon. Exeter, to wQl I. [Coin;. 
Q. Mar. Nay, go not from me; I trill follow 
thee. «3 

JT. Hen. Be patient, gentle queen, and I will 
stay. 

Q. Mar. Who can be patient in tuch ex¬ 
tremal 

Ah! wretched man; would I had died a maid. 
And never teen thee, never borne thee ton. 
Seeing thou hast prov’d to unnatural a father. 
Hath he deterv'd to lose his birthright thus? 
Hadst thou but lov’d him half so well as I, x» 
Or felt that pain which I did for him once. 

Or nourish’d him as I did with my blood. 
Thou wouldst have left thy dearest heart-blood 


Bather than have made that savage duke thine 
heir, 224 

And disinherited thine only son. 

Prince. Father, you cannot disinherit me: 

If you be king, why should not I succeed? 

K. Hon. Pardon me, Margaret; pardon me, 
sweet son; art 

The Earl of Warwick, and the duke, enforc’d 
me. 

Q. Mar. Enforc'd thee! art thou king, and 
wBt be forc’d? 

I shame to bear thee speak. Ah! timorous 
wretch; 231 

Thou hast undone thyself, thy son, and me; 
And given unto the house of York such head 
As thiou shalt reign but by their sufferance. 

To entail him and his hens unto the crown. 
What is it but to make thy sepulchre, 236 
And creep Into it far before thy time? 
Warwick is chancellor and the Lord of Calais; 
Stem Fauloonbtidge commands the narrow seas; 
The duke Is made protector of the realm: 240 
And yet shalt thou be safe? such safety finds 
The trembling lamb environed with wolves. 
Had I been there, which am a silly woman. 
The soldiers should have ton’d me on their 
pikes *44 

Before I would have granted to that act; 

But thou preferrTt thy life before thine honour: 
And teeing thou dost, I here divorce myself. 
Both from thy table, Henry, and thy bed, 24* 
Until that act of parliament be repeal’d 
Whereby my son is disinherited. 

The northern lords that have f o rsw o rn thy 
colours 

Will follow mine, if once they see than spread; 
And spread they shall be, to thy foul disgrace. 
And utter ruin of the house of York. 

Thus do I leave thee. Come, son, let’s away; 
Our army is ready; come, we’ll after them. 256 
X. Hon. Stay, gentle Margaret, and hear me 
speak. 

Q. Mar. Thou hast spoke too much already: 
net thee gone. 

n. Hon. Gentle son Edward, thou wilt stay 
with me? 

0 . Mar. Ay, to be murder'd by his enemies. 
Prfnea. When I return with victory ftom the 
field ait 


M see your Grace: tffl then, 171 fbDow her. 

Q. Mar. Come, son, away; we may not linger 
thus. [Exeunt queen siarqaret and the 

PRINCE or WAUQL 
K. Hen. Poor queen! how love to me and to 
her son 264 

Hath made her break out into terms of rage. 
Reveng’d may she be on that hateful duke. 
Whose haughty spirit, winged with desire. 

Will cost my crown, and like an empty eagle 
Tire On the flesh of me and of my son! 269 
The Ion of those three lords torments my heart: 
I’ll write unto them, and entreat them fhir. 
Come, cousin; you shall be the messenger. an 
Ext. And 1,1 hope, shall reconcile them all. 

[ExmmU 

Santa EL— A Rbom in Sandal Cattle, near 
Wakefield, in Yorkshire. 

Enter EDWARD, RICHARD, and MONTAGUE. 

Rich. Brother, though I be youngest, give 
me leave. 

Edw. No, I can better play the orator. 

Mont. But I have reasons strong and forcible. 

Enter YORE. 

York. Why, how now, sons and brother! at 
a strife? 4 

What is your quarrel? how began it first? 

Edw. No quarrel, bat a slight conte nt ion . 
York. About what? 

Rich. About that which concerns your Grace 
and us; I 

The crown of England, father, which is your*. 
York. Mine, boy? not till King Henry ha 
dead. 

Rich. Your right depends not on his Mb or 
death. 

Edw. Now you are heir, therefore enjoy it 
now: 12 

By giving the home of Lancaster leave to 
breathe. 

It will outrun you, father, in the end. 

York. I took an oath that he should quietly 
reign. 

Edw. But for a kingdom any oath may be 
broken: 16 

I would break a thousa n d oaths to reign one 
year. 

Rich. No; God forbid your Grace should be 
forsworn. 

York. 1 shall be, if I claim by open war. 
Rich. I'll prove the contrary, ff you’ll hear 
me speak. so 

York. Thou canst not, son; it is impossible. 
Rich. An oath is of no moment, being not 
took 

Before a true and lawful magb..n«: 

That hath authority over him that swears: 14 
Henry had none, but did usurp the place; 
Then, seeing 'twas he that made you to depose, 
Your oath, my lord, it vain and frivolous. 
Therefore, to arms! And, fktber, do but think 
How tweet a firing it is to wear a crown,, m 
Within whoeo circuit is Elysium, 
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And all that poets feign of bliss and joy. 

Why do we Unger thug? I cannot reat 
Until the white rote that I wear be dy’d 
Even in the lukewarm blood of Henry’s heart. 
York. Richard, enough, 1 will be king, or 
die. 

Brother, thou shall to London presently, 36 
And whet on Warwick to this enterprise. 
Thou, Richard, shait unto the Duke of Norfolk, 
And tell him privily of our intent 
You, Edward, shall unto my Lord Cobham, 40 
With whom the Kentishmcn will willingly 
rise: 

In them I trust; for they are soldiers, 

a , courteous, liberal, full of spirit 

you are thus employ'd, what resteth 
more, 44 

But that I seek occasion how to rise, 

And yet the king not privy to my drift. 

Nor any of the house of Lancaster! 

Enter a Messenger. 

But, stay: what news? why com’st thou in such 
post? 48 

Mess. The queen with all the northern earls 
and lords 

Intend here to besiege you in your castle. 

She is hard by with twenty thousand men. 
And therefore fortify your hold, my lord. 32 
York. Ay, with my sword. What! think'st 
thou that we fear them? 

Edward and Richard, you shall stay with 
me; 

My brother Montague shall post to London: 
Let noble Warwick, Cobham, and the rest, 36 
Whom we have left protectors of the king, 
With powerful policy stren g t h e n themselves. 
And trust not simple Henry nor his oaths. 
Mont. Brother, I go; I'll win them, fear it 
not: So 

And thus most humbly I do take my leave. 

[Exit. 

Enter sot John and SDt Hugh moktimeh. 
York. Sir John, and Sir Hugh Mortimer, 
mine uncles! 

You are come to Sandal in a happy hour; 

The army of the queen mean to besiege us. 64 
Sir John. She shall not need, we’ll meet her 
ixt the field. 

York. What 1 with five thousand men? 

Kick. Ay, with five hundred, father, for a 
need: 

A woman's general; what should we (bar? 68 
\A march afar off. 
Edw. I hear their drums; let’s set our men 
in order. 

And issue forth and bid them battle straight. 
York. Five men to twenty! though the odds 
be great, 

I doubt not, unde, of our victory. 72 

Many a battle have I won in France, 

When as the enemy hath been ten to one: 

Why should I not now have the like success? 

[Alarum. Exeunt. 


Scans UL—Field of Battle between Sandal 
Castle and Wakefield. 

Alarums: Excursions. Enter RUTLAND and his 
Tutor. 

But. Ah, whither shall I fly to ’scape their 
hands? 

Ah! tutor, look, where bloody Clifford comet I 
Enter cuffosud and Soldiers. 

Clif. Chaplain, away! thy priesthood saves 
thy life. 

As far the brat of this accursed duke, 4 
Whose father slew my father, he shall die. 

Tut. And L my lord, will bear him company. 
Clif. Soldiers, away with him. 

Tut. Ah! Clifford, murder not this innocent 
child, 8 

Lest thou be hated both of God and man! 

[Exit, forced off by Soldiers. 
Clif. How now! is be dead already? Or is 
it fear 

That makes him close his eyes? I’ll open them. 
But. So looks the pent-up lion o’er the 
wretch u 

That trembles under his devouring paws; 

And so be walks, insulting o'er his prey. 

And so he comes to rend his limbs asunder. 
Ah! gentle Clifford, kill me with thy sword, 16 
And not with such a cruel threatening look. 
Sweet Clifford! hear me speak before 1 die: 

I am ’00 mean a subject for thy wrath: 

Be thou reveng’d on men, and let me live, ao 
Clif. In vain thou speak’st, poor boy; my 
father's blood 

Hath stopp'd the passage where thy words 
should en t er. 

But. Then let my father’s blood open it again: 
He is a man, and, Clifford, cope with him. 24 
Clif. Had I thy brethren here, their lives and 
thine 

Were not revenge sufficient for me; 

No, if I disc’d up thy forefathers' graves, , 
And hung their rotten coffins up in chains, as 
It could not slake mine ire, nor ease my heart. 
The sight of any of the house of York 
Is as a fury to torment my soul; 

And till 1 root out their accursed line, 33 
And leave not one alive, I live in hell. 
Therefore— f Lifting his hand. 

But. O! let me pray before! take my death. 
To thee I pray: sweet Clifford, pity me! 36 
Clif. Such pity as my rapier’s point affords. 
But. I never did thee harm: why wilt thou 
slay me? 

Clif. Thy father hath. 

But. But *twas ere I was born. 

Thou hast one son; for his sake pity me, 40 
Lest in revenge thereof, sith God is just. 

He be as miserably slain as I. 

Ah! let me live in prison all my days; 

And when I give occasion of offence, 44 
Then let me die, for now thou hast no cause. 
Clif. No cause! 

Thy father slew my Cither; therefore, die. 

(Stake him. 
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Rut. Diifaciant Urndis summa tit istatua York. O Clifford! but bethink thee once 

[Dies. a gain, 44 

Clif. Plantagenetl I come, Plantagenetl 49 And In thy thought o’er-run my former time; 
And this thy son’* blood cleaving to my blade And, if thou carat for blushing, view tbit face. 
Shall rust upon my weapon, till thy blood. And bite thy tongue, that slanders him with 
Congeal'd with this, do make me wipe off both. cowardice 

(Exit. Whose frown hath made thee faint and fly ere 


Scene TV*—Another Part of the Plains. 
Alarum. Enter York. 

York. The army of the queen hath got the 
field: 

My uncles both are slain in rescuing me; 

And all my followers to the eager foe 3 

Turn back and fly, like ships before the wind, 
Or lambs pursu’d by hunger-starved wolves. 
My sons, God knows what hath bechanced 
them: 

Butthis I know, they have demean’d themselves 
Like men born to renown by life or death. 8 
Three times did Richard make a lane to me. 
And thrice cried, ‘Courage, father! fight it out I’ 
And full as oft came Edward to my side. 
With purple falchion, painted to the hilt n 
In blood of those that had encounter’d him: 
And when the hardiest warriors did retire, 
Richard cried, ‘Charge! and give no foot of 
nound!’ is 

And cried, ‘A crown, or else a glorious tomb! 
A sceptre, or an earthly sepulchre!’ 

With this, we charg’d again; but, out, alas! 
We bodg’d again: as I have seen a swan 19 
With bootless labour swim against the tide, 
And spend her strength with over-matching 
waves. [A short alarum within. 

Ah, hark! the fatal followers do pursue; 

And I am faint and cannot fly their fury; 

And were I strong 1 would not shim their 
fury: *4 

The sands are number’d that make up my life; 
Here must I stay, and here my life must end. 

Enter queen Margaret, Clifford. NORTH¬ 
UMBERLAND, the young prince, ana Soldiers. 
Come, bloody Clifford, roughNorthumberland, 
I dare your quenchless fury to more rage: 38 
I am your butt, and I abide your shot. 

North. Yield to our mercy, proud Planta- 

to such mercy as his ruthless arm 
With downright payment allow’d unto my 
father. ,, 

Now Phrethon hath tumbled Horn his car. 
And made an evening at the noontide prick. 
York. My ashes, as the phoenix, may bring 
forth 

A bird that will revenge upon you all; 3 * 
And in that hope I throw mine eyes to heaven. 
Scorning whate’er you can afflict roe with. 
Why come you not ? what I multitudes, and fear? 
Clif. So cowards fight when they can fly no 
farther; 40 

So doves do peck the falcon’s piercing talons; 
So desperate thieves, all hopeless of their lives. 
Breathe out invectives 'gainst the officers. 


this. 41 

Clif. I will not bandy with thee word for 
word. 

But buckle with thee blows, twice two for one. 

[Draws. 

Q. Mar. Hold, valiant Clifford! for a thou¬ 
sand causes 

I would prolong awhile the traitor's life. 33 
Wrath makes him deaf: speak thou, Northum¬ 
berland. 

North. Hold, Cliffordl do not honour him 
so much 

To prick thy finger, though to wound his heart. 
What valour were it, when a cur doth grin, 36 
For one to thrust his hand between bis teeth. 
When he might spurn him with his foot away ? 
It is war’s prize to take all vantages. 

And ten to one is no impeach of valour. 60 
[They lay hands on YORK, who struggles. 
Clif. Ay, ay; so strives the woodcock with 
the gin. 

North. So doth the cony struggle in the net. 

[YORK is taken prisoner. 
York. So triumph thieves upon their con¬ 
quer’d booty; 

So true men yield, with robbers so o’er-matched. 
North. What would your Grace have done 
unto him now? S 3 

Q. Mar. Brave warriors, Clifford and North¬ 
umberland, 

Come, make him stand upon this molehill here. 
That raught at mountains with outstretched 
arms, 68 

Yet parted but the shadow with his hand. 
What! was it you that would be England’s 
king? 

Was *t you that revell’d in our parliament. 

And made a preachment of your high descent ? 
Where are your mess of sons to bade you 
now? 73 

The wanton Edward, and the lusty George? 
And where’s that valiant crook-back prodigy, 
Dicky your boy, that with his grumbling voice 
Was wont to cheer his dad in mutinies? 

Or, with the rest, where is your darling Rutland ? 
Look, York: I stain'd this napkin with the 
blood 79 

That valiant Clifford with his rapier's point 
Made issue from the bosom of the boy: 

And if thine eyes can water for his death, 

I give thee this to dry thy cheeks witbaL 83 
Alas, poor York! but that I hate thee deadly, 
I should lament thy miserable state. 

I prithee grieve, to make me merry, York. 
What! hath thy fiery heart 10 parch'd thine 
entrails 

That not a tear can fall for Rutland’s death? 
Why art thou patient, man? thou shouidat be 
mad; 89 
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And I, to make thee mad, do mock thee thus. 
Stamp, rave, and fret, that 1 may sing and dance. 
Thou wouldst be fee'd, I see, to make me sport: 
York cannot speak unless he wear a crown. 93 
A crown for York! and, lords, bow low to him: 
Hold you his hands whilst I do set it on. 

[Putting a paper crown on his head. 
Ay, marry, sir, now looks he like a king! 96 
Ay, this is he that took King Henry’s chair; 
And this is he was bis adopted heir. 

But how is it that great Piantagenet 
Is crown’d so soon, and broke his solemn oath? 

As I bethink me, you should not be king 101 
Till our King Henry had shook h a nds with 
death. 

And will you pale your head in Henry’s glory, 
And rob his temples of the diadem, 104 

Now in his life, against your holy oath} 

Ol ’tis a fault too-too unpardonable. 

Off with the crown; and, with the crown, his 
head; 

And, whilst we breathe, take time to do him 
dead. 108 

Clif. That is my office, for my father’s sake. 

Q. Mar. Nay, stay; let's hear the orisons be 


[ACT ■ 


York. She-wolf of France, but worse than 
wolves of France, 

Whose tongue more poisons than the adder’s 
tooth! i» 

How ill-beseeming is it in thy sex 
To triumph, like an Amazonian trull, 

Upon their woes whom fortune captivates! 
But that thy face is, visor-like, unchanging, 116 
Made impudent with use of evil deeds, 

I would assay, proud queen, to make thee 
blush: 

To tell thee whence thou cam’st, of whom 
deriv’d. 

Were shame enough to shame thee, wert thou 
not shameless. 120 

Thy father bean the type of King of Naples, 
Of both the Skils and Jerusalem; 

Yet not so wealthy as an English yeoman. 
Hath that poor monarch taught thee to insult? 
It needs not, nor it boots thee not, proud queen. 
Unless the adage must be verified, 126 

That beggan mounted run their horse to death. 
Tis beauty that doth off make women proud; 
But, God he knows, thy share thereof is small: 
Tis virtue that doth make them most admir’d; 
The contrary doth make thee wonder’d at; 
Tis government that makes them seem divine; 
The want thereof makes thee abominable. 133 
Thou art as opposite to every good 
As the Antipodes are unto us. 

Or as the south to the septentrion. 13$ 

O tiger’s heart wrapp’d m a woman’s hide! 
How couldst thou drain the life-blood of the 


To bid the father wipe his eyes withal. 

And yet be seen to bear a woman’s face? 140 
Women are soft, mild, pitiful, and flexible; 
Thou stern, obdurate, flinty, rough, remorseless. 
Bidd’st thou me rage? why, now thou hast thy 


Wouldst nave me weep? way, now thou hast 

thy will; 144 

For raging wind blows up incessant showers. 
And when the rage allays, the rain begins. 
These tears are my sweet Rutland's obsequies. 
And every drop cries vengeance for his death, 
'Gainst thee, feU Clifford, and thee, false French¬ 
woman. 149 

North. Beshrew me, but his passion moves 
me so 

That hardly can I check my eyes from tears. 

York. That face of his the hungry cannibals 
Would not have touch’d, would not have 
stain’d with blood; 133 

But you are more inhuman, more inexorable,— 
O! ten times more, than tigers of Hyrcania. 
See, ruthless queen, a hapless father’s tears: 
This cloth thou dipp’dst in blood of my sweet 
boy, 257 

And I with tears do wash the blood away. 
Keep thou the napkin, and go boast of this; 

[Giving back the handkerchief. 
And if thou tell’st the heavy story right, 160 
Upon my soul, the hearers will shed tears; 

Yea, even my foes will shed fast-falling tears. 
Ana say, ‘Alas! it was a piteous deed!’ 

There, take the crown, and, with the crown, my 
curse, i&l 

And in thy need such comfort come to thee 
As now I reap at thy too cruel hand! 
Hard-hearted Clifford, take me from the world; 
My soul to heaven, my blood upon your heads! 
North. Had he been slaughter-man to all 
my kin, i <9 

I should not for my life but weep with him. 

To see how inly sorrow gripes his soul 
Q. Mar. What! weeping-ripe, my Lord 
Northumberland? its 

Think but upon the wrong he did us aB, 

And that will quickly dry thy melting team. 
Clif. Here’s for my oath; here’s for my 
father’s death. [StahUtr Mm. 

Q. Mar. And here’s ttrright our gentle- 
hearted king. [Stabbing him. 

York. Open thy gate of mercy, gracious 
God! 177 

My soul flies through these wounds to seek out 
thee. [Dies. 

Q. Mar. Off with his head, and set it on 
York gates; 

So Y ork may overlook the town of Y ork. 1S0 
[Flourish. Exeunt. 

ACT n 

SCENE L— A Plain near Mortimer's Cross in 
Herefordshire. 

Drums. Enter toward and richajud, with their 
Forces, marching. 

Edw. I wonder how our princely fhthar 
'scap'd. 

Or whether he be ’scap’d away or no 
From Clifford’s and N orthumberland’s pursuit. 
Hid be bean ta’en are should have heard the 
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Hid be been slain we ihould have heard the Laugh’d in hit lace; and when with grief he 
DGWS * wept, 60 

Or had jie 'scap'd, «*e»hinw we dwdd have The ruthless queen gave him to dry his cheeks, 


heard 

The happy tidings of his good escape. 

How tares my brother? why is he so sad? a 
Rich. I cannot joy until I be resolv’d 
Where our right valiant lather is become. 

1 saw him in the battle range about, it 

And watch’d him how he singled Clifford forth. 
Methought he bore him in the thickest troop 
As doth a lion in a herd of neat; 

Or as a bear, encompass’d round with dogs. 
Who having pinch’d a few and made them cry, 
The rest stand all aloof and bark at him. 17 
So far’d our father with his enemies; 

So fled bis enemies my war-like father: 


A napkin steeped In the harmless blood 
Of sweet young Rutland, by rough Clifford 
■lain: 

And after many scorns, many foul taunts. 64 
They took his head, and on the gates of York 
They set the same; and there it doth remain. 
The saddest spectacle that e'er I view'd. 

Edw. Sweet Duke ofYorkt our prop to lean 
upon, 6 * 

Now thou art gone, we have no staff, no 

O dStewd t boist’rous Clifford! thou hast slain 
The Sower of Europe for his chivalry; 

And treaclierously hast thou vanquish’d him. 


Methinks, 'tis prize enough to be his son. 20 For hand to hand he would have vanquish'd 


mCWUilAB; W JSAUA7 euVUfiU I*/ UV UU OWU. 

See how the morning opes her golden gates, 
And takes her farewell of the glorious sun; 
How well resembles it the prime of youth, 
Trimm’d like a younker prancing to his love. 34 
Edw. Dazzle mine eyes, or do 1 see three suns? 
Rich. Three glorious suns, each one a per¬ 
fect sun; 

Not separated with the racking clouds. 

But sever'd in a pale clear-shining sky. *S 
See, seel they Join, embrace, and seem to kiss. 
As if they vow’d some league inviolable: 
Now are they but one lamp, one light, one sun. 
In this the heaven figures some event. 


thee. 73 

Now my soul’s palace is become a prison; 

Ah! would she break from hence, that this my 
body 

Might m the ground be closed up in test, 7 & 
For never henceforth shall 1 joy again. 

Never, 01 never, shall I see more joy. 

Rich. I cannot weep, for all my body’s mois¬ 
ture 

Scarce serves to quench my furnace-burning 

So 


heart: 

Nor can my tongue unload my heart's great 

„ _ _ , .... ... ... burden; 

Edw. Tis wondrous strange, the like yet For selfsame wind, that 1 should speak withal 
never heard of. Is kindling coals that fire all my breast, 

I thmlr it cites us, brother, to the field; And burn me up with flames, that tears would 

That we, the sons of brave Plantagenet, quench. *4 

Each one already blazing by our meeds, 36 To weep is to make leas the depth of grief: 
Should notwithstanding join our lights to- Tears then, for babes; blows and revenge for 


Atdfover-sMne the earth, as this the world. 
Whate'er it bodes, henceforward will I bear 
Upon my target three fair-shining suns. 40 
Rich. Nay, bear three daughters: by your 
leave I speak it. 

You love the breeder better than the male. 
Enter a Messenger. 

But what art thou, whose heavy looks foretell 
Some dreadful story hanging on thy tongue? 

Mm. Ah! one that was a woeful looker-on. 
When ss the noble Duke of York was slain. 
Your princely father, and my loving lord. 

Edw. O! speak no more, for I have heard 
too much. . 4 * 

Rich. Say how he died, for I will hear it ail. 
Mess. Environed he was with many foes. 
And stood against them, as the hope of Troy 
Against the Greeks that would have enter d 
Troy. , S* 

But Hercules himself must yield to odds; 

And many strokes, though with a little axe. 
Hew down and feu the hardest-timber’d oak. 
By many hands your father was subdu d; J« 



me! 

Richard, I bear thy name; I’ll venge thy death. 

Or die renowned by attempting it. ** 

Edw. His name that valiant duke hath left 
with thee; , 

His dukedom and his chair with me is left. 

Rich. Nay, if thou be that princely eagle* 
bird, . »» 

Show thy descent by gazing 'gainst the sun: 

For chair and dukedom, throne and kingdom 
say; 

Either that is thine, or else thou wert not his. 

March. Enter Warwick and the MARQUSSS or 
MONTAGUE, with Forces. 

War. How now, fair lords! What fere? 

what news abroad? _ , 

Rich. Great Lord, of Warwick, if we should 
recount 

Our balefol news, and at each word’s deliv’rance 

Stab poniards in our flesh till all were told, 

The words would add more anguish than the 
wounds. 

O valiant lord! foe Duke of York is slain, too 
Edw. O Warwick 1 Warwick! that Plant*- 

WhShJbeld thee dsarly as his aouTs redemp- 
tton. 

Is by fos slan Lord OUtad do** to dsi : 
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Scene n. —Before York. 
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Flourish. Enter KING henry, queen MARGARET, 
the PRINCE OF WALES, CLIFFORD and NORTH¬ 
UMBERLAND, with drums and trumpets. 

Q. Mar. Welcome, my lord, to this breve 
town of York. 

Yonder’s the heed of that arch-enemy. 

That sought to be encompass’d with your 
crown: 3 

Doth not the object cheer your heart, my lord ? 
K. Hen. Ay, as the rocks cheer them that 
fear their wrack: 

To see this sight, it irks my very soul. 
Withhold revenge, dear God! 'tis not my fault. 
Nor wittingly have I infring’d my vow. s 
Clif. My gracious liege, this too much lenity 
And harmful pity must be laid aside. 

To whom do lions cast their gentle looks? 

Not to the beast that would usurp their den. 
Whose hand is that the forest bear doth lick’: 
Not his that spoils her young before her face. 
Who ’scapes the lurking serpent's mortal sting? 
Not he that sets his foot upon her back. 16 
The smallest worm will turn being trodden on. 
And doves will peck in safeguard of their brood. 
Ambitious York did level at thy crown; 

Thou smiling while he knit his angry brows: so 
He, but a duke, would have his son a king. 

And raise his issue like a loving sire; 

Thou, being a king, bless’d with a goodly son. 
Didst yield consent to disinherit him, u 
Which argu’d thee a most unloving father. 
Unreasonable creatures feed their young; 

And though man’s face be fearful to their eyes. 
Yet, in protection of their tender ones, as 
Who bath not seen them, even with those wings 
Which sometime they have us'd with fearful 
flight. 

Make war with him that climb’d unto their nest. 
Offering their own lives in their young’s defence? 
For shame, my liege! make themyour precedent 
Were it not pity that this goodly boy 
Should lose his birthright by his father’s fault 
And long hereafter say unto his child, j* 
‘What my great grandfather and grandsire got 
My careless father fondly gave away’? 

Ah 1 what a shame were this. Look on the boy; 
And let his manly face, which promiseth «o 
Successful fortune, steel thy melting heart 
To hold thine own and leave thine own with 
him. 

K. Hen. Full wdl hath Clifford play'd the 
orator. 


Inferring arguments of mighty force. 


How h doth grieve me that thy head is hunt 
Q. Mar. My lord, cheer up your spirits; our 
foes are nigh, 56 

And this soft courage makes your followers 
feint 

You promis’d knighthood to our forward son: 
Unsheathe your sword, and dub him presently. 
Edward, kneel down. so 

K. Hen. Edward Plantagenet, arise a knight; 
And learn this lesson, draw thy sword in right. 
Prince. My gracious father, by your kingly 
leave, 

I’ll draw it as apparent to the crown, 64 
And in that quarrel use it to the death. 

Clif. Why, thatis spoken likea toward prince. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. Royal commanders, be in readiness; 
For with a band of thirty thousand men 6S 
Comes Warwick, backing of the Duke of York; 
And in the towns, as they do inarch along. 
Proclaims him king, and many fly to him: 
Darraign your battle, for they are at hand, jt 
Clif. I would your highness would depart 
the field: 

The queen hath best success when you are 
absent. 

Q. Mar. Ay, good my lord, and leave ns to 
our fortune. 

K. Hen. Why, that’s my fortune too; there¬ 
fore I’ll stay. 76 

North. Be it with resolution then to fight. 
Prince. My royal father, cheer these noble 
lords. 

And hearten those that fight in your defence: 
Unsheathe your sword, good father: ay, ‘ Saint 
Georgel’ so 

March. Enter Edward, george, richard, 
WARWICK, NORFOLK, MONTAGUE, and Sol- 
diets. 

Edw. Now, perjur’d Henry, wilt thou kneel 
for grace. 

And set thy diadem upon my head; 

Or bide the mortal fortune of the field? 

Q. Mar. Go, rate thy minions, proud insult¬ 
ing boy! S4 

Becomes it thee to be thus bold in terms 
Before thy sovereign and thy lawful king? 
Edw. I am his long, and he should bow his 
knee: 

I was adopted heir by his consent; tt 

Since when, his oath Is broke; for, as I hear. 
You, that are king, though he do wear the crown. 


But, Clifford, teU me, didst thou never bear 
That things ill got had ever bad success? 

And happy always was it for that son 
Whose father for his hoarding went to hell? 

I’ll leave my son my virtuous deeds behind; 
And would my father had left me no morel 
For all the rest is held at such a rate 5 1 
As brings a thousand-fold menu care to keep 
Than in possession any jot of pleasure. 

Ah! cousin York, would thy beet friends did 

know 


44 Have caus'd him, by new act of parliament. 


To blot out me, and put his own son in. 92 

Clif. And reason too: 

Who should succeed the father but the son? 

Rich. Axe you there, butcher? O! I cannot 
apeak. 

Clif. Ay, crook-back; here I stand to answer 
thee. 9* 

Or any he the proudest of thy sort. 

Rich. Twas you that kill'd young Rutland, 
was it not? 

CHf. Ay, and old York, and yet not satisfied. 
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974 (actb 

Edw. A wiip of straw were worth a thousand 


Rich. Tot Ood'i oka, lords, give signal to 

the fight. too crowns, i 

War. What sayst thou, Henry, wOt thou yield To make this shameless calkt know herself, 
the crown? Helen of Greece was fairer far than thou, 

Q. Mar. Why, how now, long-tongu’d War- Although thy husband may be Meneians 

•winlrl n/ui ewaalr) An/4 na*a«> maa A mimomnAn'e Kmthnr am 


wick! dare you speak? 

When you and 1 mat at Saint Alban’s last. 
Your legs did better service than your hands. 
War. Then ’twas my turn to fly, and now 
'tis thine. 105 

CUf. You said so much befoTC, and yet you 
fled. 

War. Twas not your valour, Clifford, drove 
me thence. 

North. No, nor your manhood that durst 
make you stay. 108 

Rich. Northumberland, I hold thee rever¬ 
ently. 

Break off the parley; for scarce I can refrain 
The execution of my big-twoln heart 
Upon that Clifford, that cruel cbfld-kflkr. its 
CUf. I slew thy father: call's! thou him a 
child? 

Rich. Ay, like a dastard and a treacherous 
coward. 

As thou didst kffl our tender brother Rutland; 
But ere sun-set I'll make thee curse the deed. 
K. Ben. Have done with words, my lords, 
and hear me speak. 117 

Q. Mar. Defy them, then, or else hold close 


K. Ben. I prithee, give no limits to my 
tongue: 

I am a king, and privileg’d to speak. iso 
CUf, My liege, the wound that bred this 
here 

Cannot be cur’d by words; therefore be stflL 
Rich. Then, executioner, unsheathe thy 


By Mm that made us all. I am resolv’d 1x4 

That Clifford’s manhood lies upon his tongue. 
Edw. Say, Henry, shall 1 have my right or 
no? 

A thousand men have broke their fasts to-day, 
That ne’er Shall dine unless thou yield the 
crown. 12S 

War. It Qua deny, their Mood upon thy 
head: 

For York in Justice puts his armour on. 

Prince. If that be right which Warwick says 
is right, 131 

There is no wrong, but everything is right. 
Rich. Whoever got thee, them thy mother 


For well I wot thou halt thy mother’s tongue. 
Q. Mar. But thou ait neither like thy she 
nor dam. 

But like a foul nrimhapeu ttigmatic, ij< 

Mark'd by the deatimra to be avoided. 

As venom toads, or lizards’ dreadfal stings. 

Rich, boo of Naples Md with KngHah gilt. 
Whose father bean the title of a king,— 140 
As if a duunial should be call'd the sea,— 
Sham’et thou not, knowing whence thou art 
extnmght. 

To 1 st thy tongue detect thy bees burn heart? 


And ne'er was Agamemnon's brother wrong’d 
By that false woman as this king by thee. 

His father revell’d in the heart of France, 

And tam’d the king, and made the Dauphin 
stoop: rjr 

And had he match’d according to his state. 

He might have kept that glory to this day; 

But when he took a beggar to his bed. 

And grac'd thy poor sue with his bridal day. 
Even then that sunshine brew’d a shower for 
him, 156 

That wash’d his father’s fortunes forth of 
France, 

And heap’d sedition on his crown at home. 
For what bath broach’d this tumult but thy 
pride? 

Hadst thou been meek our tide stfll had slept. 
And we, in pity of the gentle king, 161 

Had slipp'd our claim until another age. 

Geo. But when we saw our sunshine made 
thy spring. 

And mat thy summer bred us no increase, i<4 
We set the axe to thy usurping root; 

And though the edge hath something hit our¬ 
selves. 

Yet know thou, since we have begun to strike, 
We’ll never leave, dll we have hewn thee down. 
Or bath’d thy growing with our heated hlamta. 

Edw. And in this resolution I defy thee; 
Not willing any longer conference, 171 

Since thou deny'st the gentle king to speak. 
Sound trumpets 1 —let our bloody colours wave! 
And either victory, or else a grave. 

Q. Mar. Stay, Edward. 

Edw. No, wrangling woman, weT no longer 
stay: 17* 

These words wfll cost ten thousand three this 
day. v [Exeunt. 

Scene HL— A Field of Battle between Tawton 
and Saxton, in Yorkshire. 

Alarums: Excursions. Baer wakwkx. 
War. Forspent with toil, as runners with a 
race, 

I lay me down a little while to breathe; 

For strokes receiv’d, and many blows rL. 
Have robb’d my strong-knit shrews of 1 
strength, 4 

And spite of spite needs most I rest a while. 

Enter edwaid, running. 

Edw. Smile, gentle heaven 1 or strike, un¬ 
gentle death! 

For this world frowns, and Edward’s sun is 
clouded. 

War. How now, my lord! what hap? what 
hope of good? * 

Enter OKMBt. 

Geo. Our hap is loss, our hope but taddespair, 



m] 

Our rank* an broke, and ruin follows us. 

What counsel give you? whither shall we fly? 

Edw. Bootless is Sight, they follow us with 
wings; » 

And weak we are and cannot shun pursuit. 

Enter richard. 

Rich. Ah! Warwick, why hast thou with¬ 
drawn thyself? 

Thy brother's blood the thirsty earth hath 
drunk. 

Broach’d with the steely point ofClifford’slance; 

And in the very pangs of death he cried, 17 

Like to a dismal clangor heard from far, 

— ‘ ‘ y death I’ 


’ Warwick, revenge I brother, revenge my de 
So, underneath the belly of their steeds. 

That stain’d their fetlocks in his smoking blood. 
The noble gentleman gave up the ghost. 

War. Then let the earth be drunken with our 
Mood: 

I’ll kill my horse because I will not fly. a4 
Why stand we like soft- h ea r ted women here. 
Wailing our losses, whiles the foe doth rage; 
And look upon, as if the tragedy n 

Were play’d in jest by counterfeiting actors? 
Here on my knee I vow to God above, 

I’ll never pause again, never stand still 
Till either death hath clos’d these eyes of mine, 
Or fortune given me measure of revenge. 31 
Edw. O Warwick 1 I do bend my knee with 
thine; 

And in this vow do chain my soul to thine. 
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Wert thou environ’d with a brazen watt. 4 
Clif. Now, Richard, I am with thee hate 
alone. 

This is the band that stabb’d thy father York, 

And this the hand that slew thy brother Rut¬ 
land; 

And here’s the bean that triumphs in (heir 
death S 

And cheers these hands that slew thy site and 
brother, 

To execute the like upon thyself; 

And so, have at thee! 

[They fight, w A* wick eaters; CLIFFORD flies. 
Rich. Nay, Warwick, single out some other 

is 


chase; 


so For I myself will hunt this wolf to death. 


Scene V .—Another Part of the Field. 
Alarum. Enter kino henry. 

K. Hen. This battle fare* like to the morn¬ 
ing’s war. 

When dying clouds contend with growing light. 
What time the shepherd, blowing of his nails, 
Can neither call it perfect day nor night. 4 
Now sways it this way, like a mighty sea 
Forc'd by the tide to combat with the wind; 
Now sways it that way, like the self-same sea 
Forc’d to retire by fury of the wind: » 

Sometime the flood prevails, and then the wind; 
Ana in uus vow ao cnam my soui 10 wine. Now one the better, then another best; 

And, ere my knee rise from the earth's cold Both tugging to be victors, breast to breast, 
face. Yet neither conqueror nor conquered: » 

I throw my hands, mine eyes, my heart to thee, So is the equal poise ofthis feU war. 

Thou setter up and plucker down of kings, 37 Here on tins molehill will Irit me down. 
Beseeching thee, if with thy will it stands To whom God will, there be tbe victory! 

That to my foes this body must be prey. For Margaret my queen, and Clifford too, i« 

Yet that thy brazen gates of heaven may ope, Have chid me from the battle; swearing both 

And give sweet passage to my sinfril soul! They prosper best of all when I am thence. 

Now, lords, take leave until we meet again, Would I were dead! if God s good will were so, 

Where’er It be, to heaven or to earth. For what is to this world but grief and woe? ao 

Rich. Brother, give me thy hand; and, gentle O God! methtoks it were a happy life. 


Warwick, 

Let me embrace thee in my weary arms: 

L that did never weep, now melt with woe 
That winter should cut off our spring-time so. 
War. Away, away I Once more, sweet lords, 
farewell. 4 * 

Geo. Yet let us all together to our troops, 
And give them leave to fly that will not stay. 
And call them pillars that will stand to us: 
And if we thrive, promise them such rewards 
As victors wear at the Olympian games, 


To be no better than a homely swain; 

To sit upon a hill, asl do now. 

To carve out dials quaintly, point to point, 14 
Thereby to see the minutes how they run. 
How many make the hour full complete; 

How many hours bring about the day; 

How many days will finish up the year; at 
How many years a mortal man may live. 
When this is known, then to divide the times: 
So many hours must I tend my flock; 

So many hours must I take my rest; ts 


This may plant courage to their quailing breasts; So many hours most I contemplate; 

For yet is hope of life and victory. So many hours must I sport.mys elf,. 

Fomow no longer; make we hence amain. J« So many days my ewe* have been wi* young; 

[Exeunt. So many weeks cre^the j>oor fools wm can, 36 


Scene TV .—Another Part of the Field. 
Excursions. Enter RICHARD and CLIFFORD. 

Rich. Now, Clifford, I have singled thee 
VlOQf. 

Suppose this arm is Cor the Duke of York, 
Ana this far Rutland; both bound to revenge. 


So many years ere I shall shear the fleece: 

So minutes, hours, days, months, and years. 
Pass’d over to the end they were created. 
Would bring white hairs unto a quiet grave. 40 

Ahtwhata life were this! how eweetlhow lovely 1 

Gives not the hawthorn bum a sweeter made 
To shepherds, looking on their silly sheep, 
Than doth a rich embroidet’d canopy 44 
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To kingi, that fear their subjects' treachery? 
O, yes! it doth: a t h ousa n d-fold it doth. 

And to conclude, the shepherd's homely curds. 
His cold thin drink out of bis leather bottle, 48 
Hit wonted sleep under a fresh tree's shade. 
All which secure and sweetly he enjoys, 

Is far beyond a prince’s delfeates. 

His viands sparkling in a golden cup, 53 
His body couched in a curious bed. 

When care, mistrust, and treason wait on Mm. 

Alarum. Enter a Son that hath killed Ms Father, 
with the dead body. 

Son. Ill blows the wind that profits nobody. 
This man whom hand to hand I slew in fight, ;6 
May be possessed with some store of crowns; 
And I, that haply take them from him now, 
May yet ere night yield both my life and them 
To some man else, as this dead man doth me. tio 
Who’s this? O God! it is my father’s face. 
Whom in this conflict I unwares have kill'd. 

O heavy times, begetting such events! 
FromLondonbythekingwasIpress’dforth; 64 
My father, being the Earl of Warwick's man. 
Came on the part of York, press’d by his master; 
And I, who at his hands receiv’d my life, 
Have by my hands of life bereaved him. 68 
Pardon me, God, I knew not what I did! 

And pardon, father, for I knew not theel 
My tears shall wipe away these bloody marks; 
And no more words till they have flow’d theirfill. 

K.Hen. O piteous spectacle! Obloody times 1 
Whiles lions war and battle for their dens. 

Poor harmless lambs, abide their enmity. 7; 
Weep, wretched man. I’ll aid thee tear for tear; 
And let our hearts and eyes, like dvd war, 

Be blind with tears, and break o'ercharg’d with 
grief. 

Enter a Father that hath kitted his Son, with the 
body in his arms. 

Fath. Thou that so stoutly hast restated me, 
Give me thy gold, if thou hast any gold. 80 
For I have bought it with a hundred blows. 
But let me see: is this our foeman’s face? 

Ah I no, no, no, it is mine only son. 

Ah 1 boy, if any life be left in thee, 14 

Throw up thine eye: see, see! what showers arise, 
Blown with the windy tempest of my heart, 
Upon thy wounds, that kill mine eye and heart. 
Ol pity, God, this miserable age. 88 

What stratagems, how fell, how butcherly, 
Erroneous, mutinous, and unnatural, 

This deadly quarrel daily doth beget I 
O boy! thy father gave thee life too soon, 9* 
And hath bereft thee of thy life too late. 

K. Hen. Woe above woe! grief more th»» 
common grief! 

O! that my death would stay these ruthful deeds. 
Ol pity, pity; gentle heaven, pity. 96 

The red rose and die white are on hb face. 

The fatal colours of our striving houses: 

The 000 hta ponds blood right well resembles; 
The other his palecheekt.methlnks, presentsth: 
Wither one rose, and let the other nourish! 101 
V you contend, a thousand lives must wither, 


(act b 

Son. How will my mother for s father's death 
Take on with me and ne’er be satisfied! 104 
Fath. How will my wife for slaughter of my 
son 

Shed seas of tears and ne’er be satisfied! 

K. Hen. How will the country for these woe¬ 
ful chances 

Misthink the king and not be satisfied! 108 

Son. Was ever son so ru’d a father’s death? 
Fath. Was ever father so bemoan’d a son? 
K. Hen. Was ever king so griev’d for sub¬ 
jects’ woe? 

Much is your sorrow; mine, ten times so much. 
Son. I’ll bear thee hence, where I may weep 
my fill. th.ru with the body. 

Fath. These arms of mine shall be thy wind- 
ing-si. t; 114 

My heart,*veet boy, shall be thy sepulchre. 
For from my heart thine image ne’er shall go: 
My sighing breast shall be thy funeral bell; 
And so obsequious will thy father be. 

E’en for the loss of thee, having no more. 

As Priam waa for all his valiant sons. >20 
I’ll bear thee hence; and let them fight that will. 
For I have murder’d where I should not kill. 

j Exit with tlie body. 
K. Hen. Sad-hearted men, much overgone 
with care, 

Here sits a king more woeful than you are. 1x4 

Alarum. Excursions. Enter QUEEN MARGARET, 
PUNCH OF WALES, and EXETER. 

Prince. Fly, father, fly! for all your friends 
are fled. 

And Warwick rages like a chafed bull. 

Away I for death doth hold us in pursuit. 

Q. Mar. Mount yon, my lord; towards Ber¬ 
wick post amain. 128 

Edward and Richard, like a brace of greyhounds 
Having the fearful flying hare In J g M, 

With fiery eyes sparkling for very wrath. 

And bsoody steel grasp’d in their ireful hands. 
Are at our backs; and therefore hence aniain. 
Exe. Away! for vengeance comes along with 
them. 

Nay, stay not to expostulate; make speed, 

Or else come after: I’ll away before. rj8 
K. Hen. Nay, take me with thee, good sweet 
Exeter: 

Not that I fear to stay, but love to go 
Whither the queen intends. Forward t awayl 

[Exeunt. 

Scene VI .—The Same. 

A loud alarum. Enter Clifford, wounded. 
Ci|f^Here bums my candle out; ay, here it 

Which, while it lasted, gave King Henry light 
p Lancaster! I fear thy overthrow 
More than my body's parting with my sold. 4 
My love and fear Su'd many Blends to thee; 
And, now I fall, thy tough commixtures molt. 
Impairing Henry,strengtheningniisproud York: 
Thecomnmn people swarm like summer fltaa; * 
And whither fly the gnats but to die sob? 

And who sMnts now but Henry’s etwades? 
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O Phoebus! hadst thou never given consent 
That Phaethon should check thy fiery steeds, is 
Thy burning car never had scorch'd the earth; 
And, Henry, hadst thou sway’d as kings should do, 
Or as thy lather and his father did, 

Giving no ground unto the house of York, 16 
They never then had sprung like summer flies; 
I and ten thousand in this luckless realm 
Had left no mourning widows for our death. 
And thou this day hadst kept thy chair in peace. 
For what doth cherish weeds but gentle air? 21 
And what makes robbers bold but too much 
lenity? 

Bootless are plaints, andcureless are my wounds; 
No way to fly, nor strength to hold out flight: 24 
The foe is merciless, and will not pity; 

For at their hands I have deserv’d no pity. 

The air hath got into my deadly wounds. 

And much effuse of blood doth make me faint. 
Come, Y ork and Richard, Warwick and the rest; 
I stabb’d your fathers’ bosoms, split my breast. 

{He faints. 

Alarum and Retreat. Enter EDWARD, GEORGE, 
richard, Montague, Warwick, and Sol¬ 
diers. 

Edw. Now breathe we, lords: good fortune 
bids us pause. 

And smooth the frowns of war with peaceful 
looks. 32 

Some troops pursue the bloody-minded queen. 
That led calm Henry, though he were a king. 
As doth a sail, fill’d with a fretting gust, 
Command an argosy to stem the waves. 36 
But think you, lords, that Clifford fled with 
them? 

War. No, ’tis impossible he should escape; 
For, though before his face I speak the words. 
Your brother Richard mark’d him for the grav e; 
And wheresoe’er he is, he’s surely dead. 41 

J Clifford groans and dies. 
is that which takes her 

heavy leave? 

Rich. A deadly groan, like life and death's 
departing. 

Edw. See who it is: and now the battle’s 
ended, 44 

If friend or foe let him be gently us’d. 

Rich. Revoke that doom of mercy, for ’tis 
Clifford; 

Who not contented that he lopp’d the branch 
In hewing Rutland when his leaves put forth, 4* 
But set his murd’ring knife unto the root 
From whence that tender spray did sweetly 
spring, 

I mean our princely father, Duke of York. 
War. From off the gates of York fetch down 
the head, 32 

Y our father's head, which Clifford placed there; 
Instead whereof let this supply the room: 
Measure for measure must be answered. 

Edw. Bring forth that fatal screech-owl to 
» our house, s« 

That nothing sung but death to us and ours: 
Now death shall stop his dismal threatening 
sound. 


And his ill-boding tongue no more shall speak. 

[Attendants bring the body forward. 
War. 1 think his understanding is bereft 60 
Speak, Clifford; dost thou know who speaks to 
thee? 

Dark cloudy death o’ershades his beams of life, 
And he nor sees, nor hears us what we say. 

Rich. Ol would he did; and so perhaps he 
doth: 64 

Tis but his policy to counterfeit. 

Because he would avoid such bitter taunts 
Which in the time of death he gave our father. 
Geo. If so thou tbink’st, vex him with eager 
words. 68 

Rich. Cllffordlaskmercyandobtainnograce. 
Edw. Clifford, repent in bootless penitence. 
War. Clifford 1 devise excuses for thy faults. 
Geo. While we devise fell tortures for thy 
faults. 72 

Rich. Thou didst love York, and I am son to 
York. 

Edw. Thou pitiedst Rutland, I will pity thee. 
Geo. Where’s Captain Margaret, to fence 
you now? 

War. They mock thee, Clifford: swear as 
thou wast wont. 76 

Rich. What! not an oath? nay, then the 
world goes hard 

When Clifford cannot spare his friends an oath. 

I know by that he’s dead; and, by my soul. 

If this right hand would buy two hours’ life, 
That I in all despite might rail at him, 81 
This hand should chop it off, and with the issuing 
blood 

Stifle the villain whose unstaunched thirst 
York and young Rutland could not satisfy. 
War. Ay, but he’s dead: off with the traitor’s 
head, 83 

And rear it in the place your father’s stands. 
And now to London with triumphant march. 
There to be crowned England’s royal king: 
From whence shall Warwick cut the sea to 
France, 89 

And ask the Lady Bona for thy queen. 

So shalt thou sinew both these lands together; 
And, having France thy friend, thou shall not 
dread 92 

The scatter'd foe that hopes to rise again; 

For though they cannot greatly sting to hurt. 
Yet look to have them buzz to offend thine 
ears. 

First will I see the coronation; 96 

And then to Brittany I’ll cross the sea, 

To effect this marriage, sp it please my lord. 
Edw. Even as thou wilt, sweet Warwick, let 
it be; 

For on thy shoulder do I build my seat, too 
And never will 1 undertake the thing 
Wherein thy counsel and consent is wanting. 
Richard, I will create thee Duke of Gloucester; 
And George, of Clarence; Warwick, as ourself. 
Shall do and undo as him pleaseth best. rej ■ 
Rich. Let me be Duke of Clarence, George of 
Gloucester, 

For Gloucester’s dukedom is too ominous. 
War. Tut! that’s a foolish observation: tog 



HENRY VI, Pt 3 578 

Richard, be Duke of Gloucester. Now to Lon¬ 
don, 

To see these honours tn possession. [ Exeunt. 

act ra 

Scene I. —A Chase in the North of England. 
Enter two Keepers, with cross-bows in their 
hands. 

First Keep. Under this thick-grown brake 
we’ll shroud ourselves; 

For through this laund anon the deer will come; 
And in this covert will we make our stand, 
Culling the principal of all the deer. 4 

Sec. Keep. I’ll stay above the hill, so both 
may shoot. 

First Keep. That cannot be; the noise of thy 
cross-bow 

Will scare the herd, and so my shoot Is lost. 
Here stand we both, and aim we at the best: S 
And, for the time shall not seem tedious, 

1*11 tell thee what befell me on a day 
In this self place where now we mean to stand. 
Sec. Keep. Here comes a man; let’s stay till 
he be past. is 

Enter xoto henry, disguised, with a prayer- 
book. 


[act m 


He on his right asking a wife for Edward. 44 
Sim weeps, and says her Henry is depos'd; 

He smiles, and says his Edward is install’d; 
That she, pom wretch, for grief can speak no 
more: 

Whiles Warwick tells his title, smooths the 
wrong, 48 

Inferreth arguments of mighty strength. 

And in conclusion wins the king from her. 
With promise of his sister, and what else, 

To strengthen and support King Edward’s place. 
O Margaret! thus 'twill be; and thou, poor soul. 
Art then forsaken, as thou went’st forlorn. 

Sec. Keep. Say, what art thou, that talk’s! 
of kings and queens? 

K. Hen. More than I seem, and less than 
I was bom to: 56 

A man at least, for less I should not be; 

And men may talk of kings, and why not I? 

Sec. Keep. Ay, but thou talk’s! as if thou 
wert a king. 

K. Hen. Why, so I am, in mind; and that's 
enough. 60 

Sec. Keep. But, if thou be a king, where is 
thy crown? 

K. Hen. My crown is in my heart, not on 
my head; 

Not deck’d with diamonds and Indian stones. 


K. Hen. From Scotland am I stol’n, even of Nor to be seen: my crown is call’d content; 64 


pure love. 

To greet mine own land with my wishful sight. 
No, Harry, Harry, ’tls no land of thine; 

Thy place is fill'd, thy sceptre wrung from thee 
Thy balm wash'd off wherewith thou wast 
anointed: 17 

No bending knee will call thee Cssar now. 
No humble suitors press to speak for right. 
No, not a man comes for redress of thee; so 
For how can I help them, and not myself? 

First Keep. Ay, here’s a deer whose skin's a 
keeper’s fee: 

This is the quondam king; let’s seize upon him. 

K. Hen. Let me embrace thee, sour adversity. 
For wise men say it Is tin wisest course. as 
See. Keep. Why linger we? let us lay hands 
upon him. 

First Keep. Forbear awhile; well bear a 
little more. 

K. Hen. My queen and son are gone to 
France for aid; 28 

And. as I hear, the great commanding Warwick 
Is thither gone, to crave the French king!* sister 
To wife for Edward. If this news be true. 
Poor queen and son, your labour is but lost; 
For Warwick is a subtle orator, 

And Lewis a prince soon won with moving 
words. 

By this account then Margaret may win him. 
For she*t a woman to be pitied much: 36 

Her sighs will make a battery In his breast; 
Her tears will pierce into a marble heart; 

The tiger will be mild while she doth mourn; 
And Nero will be tainted wife remorse, 40 
To hear and see her plaints, her brinish tears. 
Ay, bat she’s come to keg; Warwick, to give: 
She oa his left side craving aid for Henry; 


33 


A crown it is that seldom kings enjoy. 

Sec. Keep. Well, if you be a king crown’d 
with content, 

Y our crown content and you must be contented 
To go along wife us; for, as we think, 68 
You are the king King Edward hath depos'd; 
And we his subjects, sworn in all aliegfan™. 
Will apprehend you as his enemy. 

K. Hen. But did you never swear, and break 
an oath? 73 

Sec. Keep. No, never such an oath; nor will 
not now. 

K. Hen. Where did you dwell when I was 
King of England ? 

See. Keep. Here In this country, where we 
now remain. 

K. Hen. I was anointed king at nine months 
old: 76 

My father and my grandfather were kings. 
And you were sworn true subjects unto me: 
And tell me, then, have you not broke your 
oaths? 

First Keep. No; to 

For we were subjects but while you were king. 
K. Hen. Why, am I dead? do I not breathe 
a man? 

Ah 1 simple men, you know not what you swear. 
Look, at I blow this feather from my face, 14 
And as fee air blows it to me again. 

Obeying wife my wind when I do blow. 

And yielding to another when it blows. 
Commanded always by the greater gust; It 
Such is the lightness of you common men. 

But do not break your oaths; for of feat sin 
My mud entreaty shall not make you guilty. 
Go where you will. fee king shall be com¬ 
manded; 93 



And be you king*: command, and HI obey. 
First Keep. We are true subjects to the king. 
King Edward. 

K. Hen. So would you be again to Henry, 
If he were seated as King Edward is. 96 

First Keep. We charge you, in God's name, 
and in the king’s, 

To go with us unto the officers. 

K. Hen. In God’s name, lead; your king’s 
name be obey’d: 

And what God will, that let your king perform; 
And what he will, I humbly yield unto. [Exeunt. 

Scene n.— London. A Room in the Palace. 
Enter kino Edward, Gloucester, clarence, 
and LADY GREY. 

K. Edw. Brother of Gloucester, at Saint 
Alban’s field 

This lady’s husband. Sir John Grey, was slain. 
His lands then seiz’d on by the conqueror: 

Her suit is now, to repossess those lands; 4 
Which we in justice cannot well deny. 

Because in quarrel of the house of York 
The worthy gentleman did lose his life. 

Glo. Your highness shall do well to grant her 
suit; s 

It were dishonour to deny it her. 

K. Edw. It were no less: but'yet 1*11 make a 
pause. 

Glo. [Aside to clarence.) Yea; is it sol 
I see the lady hath a thing to grant n 

Before the king will grant her humble suit. 
Clar. [Aside to Gloucester.) He knows the 
game: how true he keeps the wind! 

Glo. 1 Aside to clarence.) Silencel 

K. Edw. Widow, we will consider of your 

suit, is 

And come some other time to know our mind. 

L. Grey. Right gracious lord, I cannot brook 
delay: 

May it please your highness to resolve me now. 
And what your pleasure is shall satisfy me. 20 
Glo. [Aside to clarence.] Ay, widow? then 
m warrant you all your lands, 

An if what pleases him shill pleasure you. 
Fight closer, or, good faith, you’ll catch a blow. 
Clar. [Aside to Gloucester.) I fear her not, 
unless she chance to fall. 24 

Glo. [Aside to clarence.) God forbid that! 
for he’ll talce vantages. 

K. Edw. How many children hast thou, 
widow? tell me. 

Clar. [Aside to GLOUCESTER.) I think he means 
to beg a child of her. 

Glo. [Aside to clarence.) Nay, whip me, 
then; he'll rather give her two. as 

L. Grey. Three, my most gracious lord. 

Glo. [Aside to clarence.) You shall have 

four, if you’ll be rul’d by him. 

K. Edw. ’Twere pity they should lose their 
father’s lands. 

‘L. Grey. Be pitiflil, dread lord, and grant it 
then. 3 * 

K. Edw. Lords, give ns leave: FU try this 
widow’s wit. 


579 HENRY VI, PL 3 

Glo. [Aside to clarence.) Ay, good leave 
have you; for you will have leave. 

Till youth take leave and leave you to the 
crutch. [Retiring with clarence. 

K. Edw. Now, tell me, madam, do you love 

your children? 34 

L. Grey. Ay, full as dearly as I love myself. 

K. Edw. And would you not do much to do 
them good? 

L. Grey. To do them good I would sustain 
some harm. 

K. Edw. Then get your husband’s lands, to 

do them goa 4 . 40 

L. Grey. Thereforelcame unto your majesty. 

K. Edw. I’ll tell you how these lands are to 
be got. 

L. Grey. So shall you bind me to your high- 
ness* service. 

K. Edw. What service wilt thou do me, if I 

give them? 44 

L. Grey. What you command, that rests in 
me to do. 

K. Edw. But you will take exceptions to my 
boon. 

L. Grey. No, gracious lord, except I cannot 
do it. 

K. Edw. Ay, but thou canst do what I mean 

to ask. 4s 

L. Grey. Why, then I will do what your 
Grace commands. 

Glo. [Aside to clarence.] He plies her hard; 
and much rain wears the marble. 

Clar. [Aside to Gloucester.) As red as fire! 
nay, then her wax must melt. 

L. Grey. Why stops my lord? shall I not 
hear my task? 32 

K. Edw. An easy task: ’ds but to love a king. 

L. Grey. That’s soon perform’d, because I 
am a subject. 

K. Edw. Why then, thy husband’s lands I 
freely give thee. 

L Grey. I take my leave with many thou¬ 
sand thanks. 36 

Glo. [Aside to clarence.] The match is made; 
she seals it with a curtsy. 

K. Edw. But stay thee; 'tis the fruits of love 
I mean. 

L. Grey. The fruits oflove I mean, my loving 

K. e $dw. Ay, but, I fear me, in another sense! 
What love thlnk'st thou I sue so much to get? 

L. Grey. My love till death, my humble 
thanks, my prayers: 

That love which virtue begs and virtue grants. 

K. Edw. No, by my troth, I did not mean 

such love. 64 

L. Grey. Why, then you-mean not as I 
thought you did. 

K. Edw. But now you partly may pensive 
my mind. 

L. Grey. My mind will never grant what I 
perceive 

Your highness aims at, if I aim aright «s 

K. Edw. ToteUtbeeplain,Iaitntoliewithffiee. 

L. Grey. To tell you plain, I had rathe* Be 
in prison. 
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K. Edw. Why, then thoa shalt not have thy 
husband's lands. 

L. Grey. Why, then mine honesty shall be 

my dower; 72 

For by that loss I will not purchase them. 

K. Edw. Therein thou wrong’st thy children 
mightily. 

L. Grey. Herein your highness wrongs both 
them and me. 

But, mighty lord, this merry inclination 76 

Accords not with the sadness of my suit: 
Pleaseyou dismiss me, either with 'ay,' or 'no.' 

K. Edw. Ay, if thou wilt say 'ay'to my re¬ 
quest; 

No, if thou dost say ‘no* to my demand. 80 

L. Grey. Then, no, my lord. My suit is at 
an end. 

Glo. [ Aside to clarence.] The widow likes 
him not, she knits her brows. 

Clar. t Aside to Gloucester.] He is the blunt¬ 
est wooer in Christendom. 

K. Edw. {Azide.} Her looks do argue her re¬ 
plete with modesty; 8 * 

Her words do show her wit incomparable; 

All her perfections challenge sovereignty: 

One way or other, she is for a king; 

And she shall be my love, or else my queen. 88 
Say that King Edward take thee for his queen? 

L. Grey. Tis better said than done, my 
gracious lord: 

I am a subject fit to jest withal. 

But far unfit to be a sovereign. 9 > 

K. Edw. Sweet widow, by my state I swear 
to thee, 

I speak no more than what my soul intends; 
And that is, to enjoy thee for my love. 

L. Grey. And that is more than I will yield 

unto. 96 

I know I am too mean to be your queen. 

And yet too good to be your concubine. 

K. Edw. You cavil, widow: I did mean, my 
queen. 

L. Grey. Twill grieve your Grace my sons 

should call you father. 100 

K. Edw. No more than when my daughters 
call thee mother. 

Thou art a widow, and thou hast some chil¬ 
dren; 

And, by God’s mother, I, being but a bachelor. 
Have other some: why, 'tis a happy thing 104 
To be the father unto many sons. 

Answer no more, for thou shalt be my queen. 
Glo. (Aside to clarence .1 The ghostly father 
now hath done his shrift. 

Clar. (Aside to GLOUCESTER.] When be was 
made a shriver, 'twas for shift. 108 

K. Edw. Brothers, you muse what chat we 
two have had. 

Glo. The widow likes it not, for she looks 
very sad. 

K. Edw. You'd think it strange if I should 
marry her. 

Clar. To whom, my lord? 

K. Edw. Why, Clarence, to myself. 

Glo. That would be ten days' wonder at the 

least. 113 


Oar. That's a day longer than a wonder lasts. 
Glo. By so much is the wonder in extremes. 
K. Edw. Well, jest on, brothers: I can tell 
you both 116 

Her suit is granted for her husband’s lands. 

Enter a Nobleman. 

Nob. My gracious lord, Henry your foe is 
taken. 

And brought as prisoner to your palace gate. 
K. Edw. See mat he be convey'd unto the 
Tower: 120 

And go we, brothers, to the man that took him. 
To question of his apprehension. 

Widow, go you along. Lords, use her honour¬ 
ably. (Exeunt all but GLOUCESTER. 

Glo. Ay, Edward will use women honour¬ 
ably. «4 

Would he were wasted, marrow, bones, and all. 
That from his loins no hopeful branch may 
spring, 

To cross me from the golden time I look for! 
And yet, between my soul’s desire and me— >28 
The lustful Edward's title buried,— 

Is Clarence, Henry, and his son young Edward, 
And all the unlook’d for issue of their bodies, 
To take their rooms, ere I can place myself: 132 
A cold premeditation for my purpose 1 
Why then, I do but dream on sovereignty; 

Like one that stands upon a promontory, 

And spies a far-off shore where he would tread. 
Wishing his foot were equal with his eye; 137 
And chides theeea that sunders him from thence. 
Saying, he’ll lade it dry to have his way: 

So do I wish the crown, being so far off 140 
And so 1 chide the means that keep me from it. 
And so I say I’ll cut the causes off, 

Flattering me with impossibilities. 

My eye's too quick, my heart o’erweens too 
much, 144 

Unless my hand and strength could equal 
diem. *. 

Well, say there is no kingdom then for Richard; 
What other pleasure can the world afford? 
I’ll make my heaven in a lady’s lap, 148 
And deck my body in gay ornaments. 

And witch sweet ladies with my words and looks. 
O miserable thought! and mote unlikely 
Than to accomplish twenty golden crowns. 152 
Why, love forswore me in my mother’s womb: 
And, for I should not deal in her soft laws, 
She did corrupt frail nature with some bribe, 
To shrink mine arm up like a wither’d shrub; 
To make an envious mountain on my back, 137 
Where sits deformity to mock my body; 

To shape my legs of an unequal size; 

To disproportion me in every part, 160 

Like to a chaos, or an unlick’a bear-whelp 
That carries no impression like the dam. 

And am I then a man to be belov’d ? 

O monstrous fault! to harbour such a thought. 
Then, since this earth affords no joy to me 163 
But to command, to check, to o’erbcar such 
As are of better person than myself. 

I’ll make my heaven to dream upon the crown; 
And, whiles I live, to account this world but hell. 
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Until my mia-sbap'd trunk that bears this he** 
Be round impaled with a glorious crown. 

And yet I know not how to get the crown, 173 
For many lives stand between me and home: 
And 1 , like one lost in a thorny wood. 

That rents the thorns and is rent with the thorns, 
Seeking a way and straying from the way; 176 
Not knowing how to find the open air. 

But toiling desperately to find it out, 

Torment myself to catch the English crown: 
And from that torment I will free myself, 180 
Or hew my way out with a bloody axe. 

Why, I can smile, and murder while I smile, 
And cry, ‘Content,’ to that which grieves my 
heart, 

And wet my cheeks with artificial tears, 184 
And frame my face to all occasions. 

I’ll drown more sailors than the mermaid shall; 
I’ll slay more gazers than the basilisk; 

I’ll play the orator as well as Nestor, 188 
Deceive more slily than Ulysses could. 

And, like a Sinon, take another Troy. 

I can add colours to the chameleon, 191 

Change shapes with Proteus for advantages. 
And set the murd'rous Machiavei to school. 
Can I do this, and cannot get a crown? 

Tut 1 were it further off.l'U pluck it down. [Exit. 


Scene ID.— France. A Room in the Palace. 
Flourish. Enter LEWD the French King, his 
sister lady bona, attended: his Admiral 
called BOURBON,- the King takes his state. 
Then enter queen Margaret, prince Ed¬ 
ward, and the earl of oxford, lewd sits, 
and riseth up again. 

K. Lew. Fair Queen of England, worthy 
Margaret,' 

Sit down with us: it ill befits thy state 
And birth, that thou shouldst stand while Lewis 
doth sit. 

Q. Mar. No, mighty King of France: now 
Margaret 4 

Must strike her sail, and learn a while to serve 
Where kings command. I was, I must confess. 
Great Albion’s queen in former golden days; 
But now mischance hath trod my title down, 8 
And with dishonour laid me on the ground, 
Where I must take like seat unto my fortune, 
And to my humble seat conform myself. 

K. Lew. Why, say, fairqueen, whence springs 
this deep despair? is 

Q. Mari From such a cause as fills mine 
eyes with tears 

And stops my tongue, while heart is drown’d in 
cares. 

K. Lew. Whate’er it be, be thou still like 
thyself, 

And sit thee by our tide. (Seats her by him.] 
_ Yield not thy neck 16 

To fortune’s yoke, but let thy dauntless mind 
Still tide in triumph over all mischance. 

Be plain. Queen Margaret, and tell thy grief; 
« shall be eas’d, if France can yield relief, so 
Q. Mar. Those gracious words revive my 
drooping thoughts. 


And give my tongue-tied sorrows leave to speak. 
Now, therefore, be it known to noble Lewis, 
That Henry, sole possessor of my love, u 
Is of a king become a banish’d man. 

And forc’d to live in Scotland a forlorn; 
While proud ambitious Edward Duke of York 
Usurps the regal title and the seat x 8 

Of England’s true-anointed lawful king. 

This is the cause that I, poor Margaret, 

With this my son. Prince Edward, Henry’s heir. 
Am come to crave thy just and lawful aid; 33 
And if thou fail us, all our hope is done. 
Scotland bath will to help, but cannot help; 
Our people and our peers are both misled. 
Our treasure seiz’d, our soldiers put to flight, 36 
And, as thou seest, ourselves in heavy jdight. 
K. Lew. Renowned queen, with patience 
calm the storm. 

While we bethink a means to break it off. 

Q. Mar. The more we stay, the stronger 
grows our foe. 40 

K. Lew. The more I stay, the more I’ll suc¬ 
cour thee. 

Q. Mar. O! but impatience waiteth on true 
sorrow: 

And see where comes the breeder of my sorrow. 


Enter Warwick, attended. 

K. Lew. What’s he, approacbeth boldly to 
our presence? 44 

Q. Mar. Our Earl of Warwick, Edward's 
greatest friend. 

K. Lew. Welcome, brave Warwick! What 
brings thee to France? 

I Descending from his state. QUEEN 
MARGARET rises. 

Q. Mar. Ay, now begins a second storm to 
rise; 

For this is he that moves both wind and tide. 48 
War. From worthy Edward, King of Albion, 
My lord and sovereign, and thy vowed friend, 
I come, in kindness and unfeigned love. 

First, to do greetings to thy royal person; ja 
And then to crave a league of amity; 

And lastly to confirm mat amity 
With nuptial knot, if thou vouchsafe to grant 
That virtuous Lady Bona, thy fair sister, 36 
To England’s king in lawful marriage. 

Q. Mar. If that go forward, Henry’s hope is 
done. 

War. 17 o bona.] And, gracious madam, in 
our king’s behalf. 

I am commanded, with your leave and favour, so 
Humbly to kiss your hand, and with my tongue 
To tell the passion of my sov’teign's hearr, 
Where fame, late entering at his heedful ears. 
Hath plac'd thy beauty’s Image and thy virtue. 
Q. Mar. King Lewis and Lady Bona, bear 
me speak, <3 

Before you answer Warwick. His demand 
Springs not from Edward’s well-meant honest 
love. 

But from deceit bred by necessity; <t 

For how can tyrants safely govern home. 
Unless abroad they purchase great alliance} 
To prove him tyrant this reason may suffice. 
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That Henry liveth still; but were he dead, 7a 
Yet hen Prince Edward standi. King Henry's 
son. 

Look, therefore, Lewis, that by this league and 
marriage 

Thou draw not on thy danger and dishonour; 
For though usurpers sway the rule awhile, 76 
Yet heavens an just, and time suppresseth 
wrongs. 

War. Injurious Margaret 1 


Prince. And why not queen} 

War. Because thy father Henry did usurp, 

And thou no more art prince than she is queen. 

Oxf. Then Warwick disannuls gnat John of 
Gaunt, 81 

Which did subdue the greatest part of Spain; . 

And, after John of Gaunt, Henry the Fourth, day, 
Whose wisdom was a mirror to the wisest; 84 When I ha' 
And, after that wise prince, Henry the Fifth, 

Who by his prowess conquered ail France: 

From these our Henry lineally descends. 

War. Oxford, how haps it, in this smooth 
discourse, 88 

You told not how Henry the Sixth hath lost 
All that which Henry the Fifth had gotten? 

Methinks these peers of France should smile at 
that. 

But for the rest, you tell a pedigree 9a 

Of threescore and two years; a silly time 
To make prescription for a kingdom's worth. 

Oxf. Why,Warwick,canstthouspeakagainst 
thy liege. 

Whom thou obeyedst thirty and six years, »6 
And not bewray thy treason with a blush? 


[ACT m 

Teh me for truth the measure of hit love mo 
Unto our sister Bona. 

War. Such it seems 

As may beseem a monarch tike himself. 
Myself have often heard him say and swear 
That this his love was an eternal plant, 114 
Whereof the root was fix'd in virtue’s ground, 
The leaves and fruit m ai nt ai n 'd with beauty's 
sun. 

Exempt from envy, but not from disdain. 


Unless the Lady Bona quit his pain. rag 
K. Lew. Now, sister, let us near your firm 
resolve. 

Bona. Your grant, or your denial, shall be 
mine: 

{To waxwick.] Yet I confess that often ere this 

>31 

ve heard your king’s desert recounted. 
Mine ear hath tempted judgment to desire. 

X. Lew. Then, Warwick, thus: our sister 
shall be Edward’s; 

And now forthwith shall articles be drawn 
Touching the jointure that your king must 
make, 136 

Which with her dowry shall be counterpois’d. 
Draw near. Queen Margaret, and be a witness 
That Bona shall be wife to the English king. 
Prince. To Edward, but not to the English 
king. 140 

Q. Mar. Deceitful Warwick I it was thy device 
By this alliance to make void my suit: 

Before thy coming Lewis was Henry's friend. 
X. Lew. And soil is friend to him and Mar¬ 
garet: 144 


War. Can Oxford, that did ever fence the But if your title to the crown be weak. 


Now^nlckler falsehood with a pedigree? 

For shame I leave Henry, and call Edward king. 
Oxf. Call him my lung, by whose injurious 
doom 101 

My elder brother, the Lord Aubrey Vere, 

Was done to death? and more than to, my 
father, 

Even in the downfall of his mellow’d years. 
When nature brought him to the door of death ? 
No, Warwick, no; while life upholds this arm. 
This arm upholds the house of Lancaster. 
War. And I the house of York. rot 

X. Lew. Queen Margaret, Prince Edward, 
and Oxford, 

Vouchsafe at our request to stand aside. 
While I use further conference with Warwick. 

[They stand aloof. 
Q. Afar. Heaven grant that Warwick's words 
bewitch him not! 11a 

X. Lew. Now, Warwick, tell me, even upon 
thy conscience. 

Is Edward your true king? for I were loath 
To link with him that were not lawful chosen. 
War. Thereon I pawn my credit and mine 
honour. >16 

X. Lew. But' is he gracious in the people’s 
eye? 

War. The more that Henry was unfortunate. 
X. Lew. Then further, all dissembling set 


As may appear by Edward’s good success. 
Then 'tis but reason that I be releas’d 
From giving aid which late I promised. 148 
Yet shall you have all kindness at my hand 
That your estate requires and mine can yield. 

War. Henry now lives in Scotland at his ease, 
Where having nothing, nothing can he lose. >;s 
And as for you yourself, out quondam queen, 
You have a father able to maintain you. 

And better ’ twere you troubled him than France. 
Q. Mar. Peace! impudent and shameless 
Warwick, peace: >s 6 

Proud setter up and puller down of kings; 

I will not hence, till, with my talk and tears, 
Both full of truth, I make lung Lewis behold 
Thy sly conveyance and thy lord’s false love; 160 
For both of you are birds of self-same feather, 
{A horn winded within. 
K. Lew. Warwick, this is tome post to us or 
thee. 

Enter a Post 

Mess. My lord ambassador, these letters are 
for you. 

Sent from your brother, Marquess Montague: 
These from our king unto your majesty; its 
{To masoaut.] And, madam, these for you; 
from whom I know not 

I They all read their letters. 
Oxf. I Ukc it well that our fair queen and 
mistress 
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Smiles at her newt, while Warwick frowns at Therefore, at last, I firmly am resolv'd 

his. 168 You shall have aid. *■« 

Prince. Nay, mark how Lewis stamps as he 
were nettled: 

I hope all’s for the best. 


K. Lew, Warwick, what are thy news? and 
yours, fair queen? 


Q. Mar. Let me give humble rtmilr. for all 
at once. 

K. lew. Then, England's messenger, return 
in post, . 

And tell false Edward, thy supposed king. 


yours, tair queen? And tell false Edward, thy supposed king, 

Q. Mar. Mine, such as fill my heart with That Lewis of France is sending over masauen. 

iinknn’/l Inva ... __ —1 «• J I i ■ i * 


unhop’d joys. 17a 

War. Mine, full of sorrow and heart's dis¬ 
content. 

K. Lew. Whatl has your king married the 
Lady Grey? 

And now, to soothe your forgery and his, 
Sends me a paper to persuade me patience? 176 
Is this the alliance that he seeks with France? 
Dare he presume to scorn us in this manner? 

Q. Mar. 1 told your majesty as much before: 
This proveth Edward’s iove and Warwick’s 
honesty. iso 

War. King Lewis, I here protest, in sight of 
heaven. 

And by the hope I have of heavenly bliss. 

That I am clear from this misdeed of Edward’s; 
No more my king, for he dishonours me; 184 
But most himself, if he could see his shame. 
Did 1 forget that by the house of Y ork 
My father came untimely to his death? 

Did I let pass the abuse done to my niece? 188 
Did I impale him with the regal crown? 

Did 1 put Henry from his native right? 

And am I guerdon’d at the last with shame? 
Shame on himself! for my desert is honour: i»a 
And, to repair my honour, lost for him, 

I here renounce him and return to Henry. 

My noble queen, let former grudges pass. 


To revel it with him and his new bride. 21s 
Thou seest what‘s past; go fear thy king withal. 
Bona. Tell him, m hope he’ll prove a widower 
shortly, 

m wear the willow garland for his sake. 228 
Q. Mar. Tell him, my mourning weeds are 
laid aside. 

And I am ready to put armour on. 

War. Tell him from me, that he hath done 
me wrong. 

And therefore I’ll uncrown him ere’t be long. 
There’s thy reward: be gone. { Exit Messenger. 

K. Lew. But, Warwick, 233 

Thou and Oxford, with five thousand men, 
Shall cross the seas, and bid false Edward battle; 
And, as occasion serves, this noble queen 236 
And prince shall follow with a fresh supply. 
Yet ere thou go, but answer me one doubt: 
What pledge have we of thy firm loyalty? 

War. This shall assure my constant loyalty: 
That if our queen and this young prince agree. 
I’ll join mine eldest daughter and my joy 
To him forthwith in holy wedlock bands. 

Q. Mar. Yes, I agree, and thank you for your 
motion. 244 

Son Edward, she is fair and virtuous, 

Therefore delay not, give thy hand to Warwick; 
And, with thy hand, thy faith irrevocable, 

J 9 \X/q mWf'h's rlonotitor oh oil ha thine 


And henceforth I am thy true servitor. 196 That only Warwick's daughter shall be thine. 

I will revenge his wrong to Lady Bona, Prince. Yes, I accept her, for she well de- 

And replant Henry fa his former state. serves it; S4t 

Q. Mar. Warwick, these words have turn'd And here, to pledge my vow, I give my hand, 
my hate to love; [He gives his hand to Warwick. 

And I forgive and quite forget old faults, 200 K. Lew. Why stay we now? These soldiers 
Andjoy that thou becom’st King Henry’s friend. shall be levied, ... 

War. So much his friend, ay, his unfeigned And thou. Lord Bourbon, our high admiral, 251 
friend, Shall waft them over with our royal fleet. 

That, if King Lewis vouchsafe to furnish us 
With some few bands of chosen soldiers, >04 
I’ll undertake to land them on our coast, 

And force the tyrant from his seat by war. 

Tis not his new-made bride shall succour him: 

And as for Clarence, as my letters tell me, 208 
He’s very likely now to fall from him, 

For matching more for wanton lust than honour. 


Or than for strength and safety of our country. 
Bona. Dear brother, bow shall Bona be re- 


I long till Edward fall by war’s mischance, 
For mocking marriage with a dame of France. 

[Exeunt all except Warwick. 
War. 1 came from Edward as ambassador. 
But I return his sworn and mortal foe: 237 
Matter of marriage was the charge he gave me. 
But dreadfbl war shall answer bis demand. 
Had he none else to make a stale but me? 260 
Then none but I shall turn his jest to sorrow, 
re- I was the chief that rais’d him to the crown, 
veng’d, aw And I’ll be chief to bring him down again: 

But by thy help to this distressed queen? Not that I pity Henry’s misery, 264 

Q. Mar. Renowned prince, bow poor But seek revenge on Edward’s mockery. [Exit. 

'“ve, ... - .—ACT IV 

Scene L — London. A Room In the Palace. 
Enter Gloucester, clarence, somerset, 
MONTAGUE, and Others. 

Glo. Now te& me, brother d a r s nra . what 
think yoo 


Unless t - ;u rescue him from foul despair? 
Bona. My quarrel and this English queen s 
are one. 216 

. War. And mine, fair Lady Bona, joins with 

l^°Lew. And mine with hers, and thine and 
Margaret’s. 
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Of this new marriage with the Lady Grey? 
Hath not our brother made a worthy choice? 
Clar. Alas! you know, ’tis far from hence to 
France; 4 

How could he stay till Warwick made return ? 
Horn. My lords, forbear this talk; here comes 
the king. 

Glo. And his well-chosen bride. 7 

Clar. I mind to tell him plainly what I think. 

Flourish. Enter kino Edward, attended; lady 
orey, as Queen; Pembroke, Stafford, Hast¬ 
ings, and Others. 

K. Edw. Now, brother Clarence, how like 
you our choice. 

That you stand pensive, as half malcontent? 
Clar. As well as Lewis of France, or the Earl 
of Warwick; 

Which are so weak of courage and in judgment 
That they'll take no offence at our abuse. 13 
K. Edw. Suppose they take offence without 
a cause. 

They are but Lewis and Warwick: I am Ed¬ 
ward, 

Your king and Warwick’s, and must have my 
will. 16 

Glo. And you shall have your will, because 
our king; 

Yet hasty marriage seldom proveth well. 

K. Edw. Yea, brother Richard, are you of¬ 
fended too? 

Glo. Not I: 20 

No, God forbid, that I should wish them sever'd 
Whom God hath join’d together; ay, and' twere 
pity 

To sunder them that yoke so well together. 

K. Edw. Setdne your scorns and your mis- 
like aside, 24 

Tell me some reason why the Lady Grey 
Should not become my wife and England’s 
queen: 

And you too, Somerset and Montague, 

Speak freely what you think. 28 

Clar. Then this is mine opinion: that King 
Lewis 

Becomes your enemy for mocking him 
About the marriage of the Lady Bona. 

Glo. And Warwick, doing what you gave in 
charge, 32 

Is now dishonoured by this new marriage. 

K. Edw. What if both Lewis and Warwick 
be appeas’d 

By such invention as I can devise? 

Mont. Yet to have join’d with France in 
such alliance 36 

Would more have strengthen’d this our com¬ 
monwealth 

'Gainst foreign storms, than any homo-bred 
marriage. 


{act IV 


Let us be back’d with God and with the seas 
Which he hath given for fence impregnable, 44 
And with their helps only defend ourselves: 
In them and in ourselves our safety lies. 

Clar. For this one speech Lord Hastings well 
deserves 

To have the heir of the Lord Hungerford. 48 
K. Edw. Ay, what of that? it was my will 
and grant; 

And for this once my will shall stand for law. 
Glo. And yet methinks your Grace hath not 
done well, 51 

To give the heir and daughter of Lord Scales 
Unto the brother of your loving bride: 

She better would have fitted me or Clarence: 
But in your bride you bury brotherhood. 

Clar. Or else you would not have bestow’d 
the heir «6 

Of the Lord Bonville on your new wife’s son, 
And leave your brothel's to go speed elsewhere. 

K. Edw. Alas, poor Clarence, is it for a wife 
That thou art malcontent? I will provide thee. 
Clar. In choosing for yourself you show’d 
your judgment, si 

Which being shallow, you shall give me leave 
To play the broker on mine own behalf; 

And to that end I shortly mind to leave you. 

K. Edw. Leave me, or tarry, Edward will be 
king. 

And not be tied unto his brother’s will. 

Q. Eliz. My lords, before it pleas’d his 
majesty 

To raise my state to title of a queen, 6 » 

Do me but right, and you must all confess 
That I was not Ignoble of descent; 

And meaner than myself have had like fortune. 
But as this title honours me and mine, 72 
So your dislikes, to whom I would be pleasing, 
Do cloud my joys with danger and with sorrow. 
K. Edw. My love, forbear to lawn upon their 
frowns: 75 

What danger or what sorrow can befall thee, 
So long as Edward is thy cdbstant friend, 

And their true sovereign, whom they must obey ? 
Nay, whom they shall obey, and love thee 
too. 

Unless they seek for hatred at my hands; to 
Which if they do, yet will I keep thee safe. 

And they shall feel the vengeance of my wrath. 
Glo. [A tide.] I hear, yet say not much, but 
think the more. 

Enter a Messenger. 

K. Edw. Now, messenger, what letters or 
what news »4 

From France? 

Mess. My sovereign liege, no letters; and 
few words; 

_ But such as I, without your special pardon. 

Hast. Why, knows not Montague, that of Dare not relate. _ 88 

itself K. Edw. Go to, we pardon thee: therefore, 

England is safe, if true within itself ? 40 in brief, 

Mont. Yes; but the safer when ’tis back’d Tell me their words as near as thou canst guess 
with France. them. 

Hast. Tis better using France than trusting What answer makes King Lewis unto our 
France: letters? 
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Mess. At my depart these were his very 
words: 92 

‘Go tell false Edward, thy supposed king, 
That Lewis of France is sending over masquers. 
To revel it with him and his new bride.’ 

K. Edw. Is Lewis so brave? belike he thinks 
me Henry. 9 6 

But what said Lady Bona to my marriage? 
Mess. These were her words, utter’d with 
mild disdain: 

Tell him, in hope he’ll prove a widower shortly. 
I’ll wear the willow garland for his sake.’ 100 
K. Edw. I blame not her, she could say little 
less; 

She had the wrong. But what said Henry’s 
queen? 

For I have heard that she was there in place. 
Mess. ‘Tell him,’ quoth she, ‘my mourning 
weeds are done, 104 

And X am ready to put armour on.’ 

K. Edw. Belike she minds to play the Ama¬ 
zon. 

But what said Warwick to these injuries? 

Mess. He, more incens’d against your majesty 
Than all the rest, discharg’d me with these 
words: 109 

‘Tell him from me tiiat he hath done me wrong. 
And therefore I’ll uncrown him ere’t be long. 
K. Edw. Ha! durst the traitor breathe out 
so proud words? 112 

Well, 1 will arm me, being thus forewarn’d: 
They shall have wars, and pay for their pre¬ 
sumption. 

But say, is Warwick friends with Margaret? 
Mess. Ay, gracious sovereign; they are so 
link’d in friendship, 11 6 

That young Prince Edward marries Warwick’s 
daughter. 

Clar. Belike the elder; Clarence will have 
the younger. 

Now, brother king, farewell, and sit you fast, 
For I will hence to Warwick's other daughter; 
That, though I want a kingdom, yet in marriage 
I may not prove inferior to yourself. 

You, that love me and Warwick, follow me. 

[Exit CLARENCE, and SOMERSET follows. 

Glo. [Aside.] Not I. 124 

My thoughts aim at a further matter; I 
Stay not for love of Edward, but the crown. 
K. Edw. Clarence and Somerset both gone 
to Warwick! 

Yet am I arm’d against the worst can happen. 
And haste is needful in this desperate case. 
Pembroke and Stafford, you in our behalf 
Go levy men, and make prepare for war: 

They are already, or quickly will be landed: 13J 
Myself in person will straight follow you, 

[.Exeunt Pembroke and Stafford. 
But ere I go, Hastings and Montague, 
Resolve my doubt. You twain, of all the rest. 
Are near to Warwick by blood, and by alliance: 
Tell me if you love Warwick more than me? 

If it be so, then both depart to him; 13* 

* rather wish you foes than hollow friends: 
But if you mind to hold your true obedience. 
Give me assurance with some friendly vow 
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That I may never have you in suspect. 

Mont. So God help Montague as he proves 
true! 

Hast. And Hastings as he favours Edward’s 
cause! 144 

K. Edw. Now, brother Richard, will you 
stand by us? 

Glo. Ay, in despite of all that shall withstand 
you. 

K. Edw. Why, so! then am I sure of victory. 
Now therefore let us hence; and lose no hour 
Till we meet Warwick with his foreign power. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene II.— A Plain in Warwickshire. 
Enter Warwick and oxford, with French and 
other Forces. 

War. Trust me, my lord, all hitherto goes 
well; 

The common people by numbers swarm to us. 

Enter CLARENCE and SOMERSET. 

But see where Somerset and Clarence come! 
Speak suddenly, my lords, are we all friends? 
Clar. Fear not that, my lord. 5 

War. Then, gentle Clarence, welcome unto 
Warwick; 

And welcome, Somerset: I hold it cowardice. 
To rest mistrustful where a noble heart s 
Hath pawn’d an open hand in sign of love; 
Else might I think that Clarence, Edward’s 
brother. 

Were but a feigned friend to our proceedings: 
But welcome, sweet Clarence; my daughter 
shall be thine. 12 

And now what rests, but in night’s coverture. 
Thy brother being carelessly encamp'd, 

His soldiers lurking in the towns about. 

And but attended by a simple guard, 16 
We may surprise and take him at our pleasure ? 
Our scouts have found the adventure very easy: 
That as Ulysses, and stout Diomede, 

With sleight and manhood stole to Rhesus’ 
tents, 20 

And brought from thence the Thracian fatal 
steeds; 

So we, well cover’d with the night's black 
mantle. 

At unawares may beat down Edward’s guard. 
And seize himself; I say not, slaughter him, 
For I intend but only to surprise him. sj 
You, that will follow me to this attempt. 
Applaud the name of Henry with your leader. 

[They all cry ‘Henry!’ 
Why, then, let’s on our way in silent tort. 28 
For Warwick and his friends, God and Saint 
George! [Exeunt. 

Scene HI.— Edward's Camp near Warwick. 
Enter certain Watchmen to guard the 
KINO’S tent. 

First Watch. Come on, my masters, each 
man take his stand; 

The king, by this, it set him down to sleep. 


S8S 
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See. Watch. What, will he not to bed! Yet, Warwick, in despite of all mischance. 
First Watch. Why, no: for ha hath made a Of thee thyself, and all thy complices, 
solemn vow 4 Edward will always bear himself aa Icing: 44 

Never to be and take his natural rest Though Fortune's malice overthrow my state, 

i ta Warwick or himself be quite suppress'd. My mind exceeds the compass of her wheel. 

Sec. Watch. To-morrow then belike shall be War. Then, for his mind, be Edward Eng- 

„ , land’s king: [Takes off his crown. 

If Warwick be so near as men report. s But Henry now shall wear the English crown, 48 
Third Watch. But say, I pray, what noble- And be true king indeed, thou but the shadow, 
man is that My Lord of Somerset, at my request, 

That with the king here resteth in his tent? See that forthwith Duke Edward be convey’d 
First Watch. Tis the Lord H asti ngs , the Unto my brother. Archbishop of York. 53 
king s chiefest friend. When I have fought with Pembroke and Ids 

Third Watch. Oi la it so? But why com- fellows, 
manda the king 12 I’ll follow you, and tell what answer 

That his chief followers lodge in towns about Lewis and the Lady Bona send to him 


him. 

While he himself keeps in the cold field? 

Sec. Watch. 'Tis the more honour, because 
the more dangerous. 

Third Watch. Ay, but give me worship and 
quietness; t 6 

I like it better than a dangerous honour. 

If Warwick knew in what estate he stands. 

Tis to be doubted he would waken him. 

First Watch. Unless our halberds did shut 
up his passage. 20 


Now, for 
York. 


a while farewell, good Duke of 

- 56 

K. Edw. What Sites impose, that men must 
needs abide; 

It boots not to resist both wind and tide. 

[Exit, led out; somerset with him. 
Oxf. What now remains, my lords, for us to 
do. 

But march to London with our soldiers? 60 
War. Ay, that's the first thing that we have 
to do: 


yuaoosw, mi uu, 

■Sec. Watch. Ay; wherefore else guard we his To free King Henry from imprisonment. 


royal tent. 

But to defend hit person from night-foes? 

filter WA*WICK, CLARENCE, OXFORD, SOMERSET, 

and Forces. 

War. This is hit tent; and see where stand 
his guard. 23 

Courage, my masters! honour now or never! 
But follow me, and Edward shall be ours. 

First Watch. Who goe* there? 

See. Watch. Stay, or thou diesL 

[Warwick and the rest cry all, ‘War¬ 
wick! Warwick) ’ and set upon the 
Guard; who fly, crying, ‘Arml Arm!* 
WARWICK and the rest following them. 
Drums beating, and Trumpets sounding, re¬ 
enter WARWICK and the rest, bringing the 
HNO out in his gown, sitting in a chair. 
auMJCeSTtPandHAXmiai fly over the stage. 
Sgm. What are they that fly there? 

War. Richard and Hastings: let them go; 
here's the duke. 


And see him seated in the regal throne. 

[Exeunt. 

SCENE IV.— London. A Room in the Palace. 

Enter queen Elizabeth and rivers. 

Riv. Madam, what makes you in this sudden 
change? 

Q. Eliz. Why, brother Rivera, are you yet to 
learn 

What late misfortune is befall’n King Edward ? 
Riv. What! loss of some pitch’d battle 
against Warwick? 4 

Q. Eliz. No, but the loss of his own royal 
person. i- 

Riv. Then is my sovereign slain? 

Q. Eliz. Ay, almost shun, for he is taken 
prisoner; 

Either betray’d by falsehood of his guard s 

Or by his foe surpris'd at unawares: 

And, as I further have to understand. 


K. Edw. The duket Why, Warwick, when 
we parted last. 

Thou caU’dst me king! 

„War. Ay, bat die case Is alter’d: 

Wien yon disgrac d me in my embassade, 
Then I degraded you from being king, 32 
Asa come now to create you Duite of York. 
AlasI how should you govern any kingdom. 
That know not how to use ambassadors. 

Nor how to be contented with one wife, 36 
Nor how to use your brothers brotherly. 

Nor how to study for the people’s welfare. 
Nor how to shroud yourself from enemies? 

A, Edw. Yea, brother of Clarence, art thou 
.here too? 40 

Nay, then, I see that Edward needs must down. 
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2* Is now committed to the Bishop of York, 


Fell Warwick’s brother, and by that our foe. 
Riv. These news, I must confess, are full of 
grief; 13 

Yet, gracious madam, bear it as you may: 
Warwick may lose, that now hath won the dav. 
Q. EUz. TlU then fkir hope must hinder life’s 
decay. 16 

And I the rather wean me from despair 
For love of Edward’s offspring In my womb: 
This is It that makes me bridle passion. 

And bear with mildness my misfortune’s crocs; 
Ay, ay, for this I draw in many a tear, 21 
And stop the rising of blood-sucking sighs. 
Lest with my sighs or tears I Mast or drown 
King Edward's fruit, true heir to the English 
crown. 24 
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Riv. But, madam, when It Warwick then 
become? 

Q. Eliz. I am inform’d that he comet to¬ 
wards London, 

To jet the crown once more on Henry’s head: 
Guest thou the rest; King Edward’s friends 
must down. 28 

But, to prevent the tyrant’s violence,— 

For trust not him that hath once broken faith,— 
I'll hence forthwith unto the sanctuary, 

To save at least the heir of Edward's right: 32 
There shall I rest secure from force and fraud. 
Come, therefore; let us fly while we may fly: 

If Warwick take ut we are sure to die. (Exeunt. 
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SCENE V .—A Park near Middleham Castle 
in Yorkshire. 

Enter Gloucester, Hastings, sir william 
STANLEY, and Others. 

Glo. Now, my Lord Hastings and Sir William 
Stanley, 

Leave off to wonder why 1 drew you hither. 
Into this chiefest thicket of the park. 

Thus stands the case. You know, our king, 
brother, 

Is prisoner to the bishop here, at whose hands 
He hath good usage and peat liberty, 

And often but attended with weak guard, 
Comes hunting this way to disport himself. 8 
I have advertis’d him by secret means, 

That if about this hour he make this way. 
Under the colour of his usual game. 

He shall here find his friends, with horse and 
men ra 

To set him free fiom his captivity. 

Enter kino eowaro and a Huntsman. 
Hunt. This way, my lord, for this way lies 
the game. 

K. Edw. Nay, this way, man: see where the 
huntsmen stand. 

Now, brother of Gloucester, Lord Hastings, and 
the rest, 18 

Stand you thus close, to steal the bishop’s deer? 


Scene VI .—A Room in the Tower. 

Enter king henry, clarence, Warwick, 
SOMERSET, young RICHMOND. OXFORD, MON¬ 
TAGUE, Lieutenant of the Tower, and At- 

tfpHqntn. 

K. Hen. Master lieutenant, now that God 
and fitiends 

Have shaken Edward from the regal seat. 

And turn’d my captive state to liberty. 

My fear to hope, my sorrows unto Joys, 4 
At our enlargement what are thy due fees? 
Lieu. Subjects may challenge nothing of 
their sovereigns; 

But if a humble prayer may prevail, 

I then crave pardon of your majesty. 

K. Hen. For what, lieutenant? for well us‘. 
me? 

Nay, be thou sure. 111 well requite thy kindness. 
For that it made my imprisonment a pleasure; 
Ay, such a pleasure as encaged birds is 
Conceive, when, after many moody thoughts 
At last by notes of household harmony 
They quite forget their loss of liberty. 

But, Warwick, after God, thou set st me free, 
And chiefly therefore I thank God and thee; 
He was the author, thou the instrument. 18 
Therefore, that I may conquer Fortune’s spite 
By living low, where Fortune cannot hurt me. 
And that the people of this blessed land 
May not be punish’d with my thwarting stars, 
Warwick, although my head still wear the 
crown, 

I here resign my government to thee, 14 
For thou art fortunate in all thy deeds. 

War. Your Grace hath still been fam’d for 
virtuous; 

And now may seem as wise as virtuous. 

By spying and avoiding Fortune’s malice; as 
For few men rightly temper with the stars; 

Yet in this one thing let me blame your Grace, 
For choosing me when Clarence is in place. 
Ctar. No, Warwick, thou art worthy of the 
sway, 3* 


Glo. Brother, the time and case requireth To whom the heavens, in thy nativity, 


haste. 

Your horse stands ready at the park corner. 

K. Edw. But whither shall we then? 10 
Hast. To Lynn, my lord; and ship from 
thence to Flanders. 

Glo. Well guess’d, believe me; for that was 
my meaning. 


Adjudg’d an olive branch and laurel crown. 
As likely to be blest in peace, and war; 

And therefore I yield thee my free consent 36 
War. And I (moose Clarence only for pro¬ 
tector. 

K. Hen. Warwick and Clarence, give me botu 

__ your hands: 

K. Edw. Stanley, I will requite thy forward- Now join your hands, and with your hand* 
ness. your hearts, 

Glo. But wherefore stay we? *tis no Him to That no dimension hinder government: so 

talk. 24 I make you both protectors of this land, 

.While I myself wifi lead a private life, 

And in devotion spend my latter days, 

tio so tarty and be To sin’s rebuke and my Creator’s praise. 44 

War. What answers Clarence to his sove¬ 
reign’s trill? 

Ctar. That he consents, If Warwick yield 
consent: 

For on thy fortune I repose myself. 

War. Why then, though loath, yet must I be 

4» 


K. Edw. Huntsman, what sayst thou? wilt 
thou go along? 

Hunt. Better dc 
hang’d. 

do. Come then, away; let's ha’ no more 
ado. 

K. Edw. Bishop, farewell: shield thee from 
? Warwick’s frown, 

And pray that I may repossess the cro wn. 

[Exeunt. 
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UCT IV 


We’ll yoke together, like a double shadow 
To Henry’s body, and supply his place; 

I mean, in bearing weight of government, 
While he enjoys the honour and Ids ease. 52 
And, Clarence, now then it is more than needful 
Forthwith that Edward be pronounc’d a traitor. 
And all his lands and goods be confiscate. 

Clar. What else? and that succession be 
determin’d. 56 

War. Ay, therein Clarence shall not want 
his part. 

K. Hen. But, with the first of all your chief 
affairs, 

Let me entreat, for I command no more, 

That Margaret your queen, and my son Edward, 
Be sent for, to return from France with speed: 
For, till 1 see them here, by doubtful fear 
My joy oflibertv is half ecbps’d. 

Clar. It shall be done, my sov’reign, with all 
speed. 64 

K. Hen. My Lord of Somerset, what youth 
is that 

Of whom you seem to have so tender care? 
Som. My liege, it is young Henry, Earl of 
Richmond. 

K. Hen. Come hither, England’s hope: [ Lays 
his hand on his head. 1 If secret powers 68 
Suggest but truth to my divining thoughts. 
This pretty lad will prove our country’s bliss. 
His looks are full of peaceful majesty. 

His head by nature fram’d to wear a crown, 

His hand to wield a sceptre, and himself 73 
Likely in time to bless a regal throne. 

Make much of him, my lords; for this is he 
Must help you more than you are hurt by me. 

Enter a Post. 

War. What news, my friend? 77 

Mess. That Edward is escaped from your 
brother. 

And fled, as he hears since, to Burgundy. 

War. Unsavoury news! but bow made he 
escape? so 

Mess. He was convey'd by Richard Duke of 
Gloucester, 

And the Lord Hastings, who attended him 
In secret ambush on the forest side, 

And from the bishop’s huntsmen rescu’d him: 
For hunting was h>s daily exercise. x; 

War. My brother was too careless of his 
charge. 

But let us hence, my sovereign, to provide 
A salve for any sore that may betide. 88 
l Exeunt kino hfnry, Warwick, clarence. 
Lieutenant, and Attendants. 
Som. My lord, I like not of this flight of 
Edward’s; 

For doubtless Burgundy will yield him help, 
And we shall have more wars before’t be long. 
As Hemy’s late presaging prophecy 92 

Did glad my heart with hope of this young 
Richmond, 

So doth my heart misgive me, in these conflicts 
What may befall him to his harm and ours: 
Therefore, Lord Oxford, to prevent the worst. 
Forthwith we’ll send him hence to Brittany, 


Till storms be past of civil enmity. 

Oxf. Ay, for if Edward repossess the crown. 
Tis like that Richmond with the rest shall 
down. 100 

Som. It shall be so; he shall to Brittany. 
Come, therefore, let’s about it speedily. [Exeunt. 

Scene VII. —Before York. 

Enter kino edward, Gloucester, Hastings, 
and Forces. 

K. Edw. Now, brother Richard, Lord Hast¬ 
ings, and the rest. 

Yet thus far Fortune raaketh us amends, 

And says, that once more I shall interchange 
My waned state for Henry's regal crown. 4 
Well have we pass’d, and now repass’d the seas. 
And brought desired help from Burgundy: 
What then remains, we being thus arriv'd 
From Ravenspurgh haven before the gates of 
York, 8 

But that we enter, as into our dukedom? 

Glo. The gates made fast 1 Brother, Hike not 
this; 

For many men that stumble at the threshold 
Are well foretold that danger lurks within. 12 
K. Edw. Tush, man! abodemencs must not 
now affright us. 

By fair or foul means we must enter in. 

For hither will our friends repair to us. 

Hast. My liege, I’ll knock once more to 
summon them. x 6 

Enter, on the Walls, the Mayor of York and 
his Brethren. 

May. My lords, we were forewarned of your 
coming, 

And shut the gates for safety of ourselves; 

For now we owe allegiance unto Henry. 

K. Edw. But, Master Mayor, if Henry be 
your king, 20 

Yet Edward, at the least. Is Duke of York. 
May. True, my good lord, I know you for 
no less. 

K. Edw. Why, and I challenge nothing but 
my dukedom. 

As being well content with that alone. 24 

Glo. [dside.J But when the fox.hath once got 
in his nose, 

He’ll soon find means to make the body follow. 
Hast. Why, Master Mayor, why stand you 
in a doubt? 27 

Open the gates; we are King Henry’s friends. 
May. Ay, say you so? the gates shall then be 
open’d. lExit, with Aldermen, above. 
Glo. A wise stout captain, and soonpersuaded. 
Hast. The good old man would lain that all 
were well, 31 

So ’twere not Tong of him; bat being enter'd, 

I doubt not, I, but we shall soon persuade 
Both him and all his brothers unto reason. 

Re-enter the Mayor and two Aldermen. 

1 C. Edw. So, Master Mayor; these gates must 
not be shut 

But in the night, or in the time of war. 38 
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What! fear not, man, but yield me up the keys; 

[Takes his keys. 

For Edward will defend the town and thee. 
And all those friends that deign to follow me. 

Enter MONTGOMERY and Forces. 

Glo. Brother, this is Sir John Montgomery, 
Our trusty friend, unless 1 be deceiv'd. 41 
K. Edw. Welcome, Sir John! but why come 
you in arms? 

Mont. To help King Edward in his time of 
storm. 

As every loyal subject ought to do. 44 

X. Edw. Thanks, good Montgomery; but we 
now forget 

Our title to the crown, and only claim 
Our dukedom till God please to send the rest. 
Mont. Then fare you well, for 1 will hence 
again: 48 

I came to serve a king and not a duke. 
Drummer, strike up, and let us march away. 

I A march begun. 
K. Edw. Nay, stay. Sir John, awhile; and 
we’ll debate 

By what safe means the crown may be re¬ 
cover’d. 52 

Mont. What talk you of debating} in few 
words. 

If you’ll not here proclaim yourself our king. 
I’ll leave you to your fortune, and be gone 
To keep them back that come to succour you. 
Why shall we fight, if you pretend no title? 57 


And when the morning sun shall raise hit car 
Above the border of this horizon, (1 

We’ll forward towards Warwick, and hismatea; 
For well 1 wot that Henry is no soldier. 

Ah, froward Clarence, how evil it beseems thee 
To flatter Henry, and forsake thy brother I Sj 
Ye^a^may, we'll meet both Hm» and 

Come on, brave soldiers: doubt not of the day; 
And, that once gotten, doubt not of large pay. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene Vm.— London. A Room In the 
Palace. 

Flourish. Enter king henry, Warwick, 
CLARENCE, MONTAGUE, EXETER, and OXFORD. 
War. What counsel, lords? Edward from 
Belgia, 

With hasty Germans and blunt Hollanders, 
Hath pass d in safety through the narrow seas, 
And with his troops doth march amain to 
London; 4 

And many giddy people flock to him. 

Oxf. Lets levy men, and beat him back again. 
Clar. A little fire is quickly trodden out, 
Which, being suffer’d, rivers cannot quench. > 
War. In Warwickshire J have true-hearted 
friends. 

Not mutinous in peace, yet bold in war; 

Those will I muster up; and thou, son Clarence, 
Shalt stir up in Suffolk, Norfolk, and in Kent. 

;entlemen to come with thee: 


Glo. Why, brother, wherefore stand you on The knights and gentlemen to come with th 
nice points? Thou, brother Montague, in Buckingham, 


K. Edw, When we grow stronger then we’ll 
make our claim; 

HU then, ’tis wisdom to conceal our mean¬ 
ing. 60 

Bast. Away with scrupulous wit! now arms 
must rule. 

Glo. And fearless minds climb soonest unto 
crowns. 

Brother, we will proclaim you out of hand; 


Northampton, and in Leicestershire, Shalt find 
Men well inclin’d to hear what thou com¬ 
mand's!: 16 

And thou, brave Oxford, wondrous wen be- 
lov’d 

In Oxfordshire, shalt muster up thy mends. 
My sov'reign, with the loving citizens, 

Like to his island girt in with the ocean. so 
Or modest Dian circled with her nymphs. 
Shall rest in London dll we come to him. 


The bruit thereof will bring you many friends. Shall rest in London till we come to him. 

X. Edw. Then be it as you will; for 'tis my Fair lords, take leave, and stand not to reply. 


right, *5 

And Henry but usurps the diadem. 

Mont. Ay, now my sov’reign speaketh like 
himself; 

And now will I be Edward’s champion. 6 S 

Hast. Sound, trumpet 1 Edward shall be 
here proclaim’d; 

Come, fellow soldier, make thou proclamation. 

[Gives him a paper. Flourish. 
Sold. Edward the Fourth, by the grace of 
God, King of England and France, and Lord 
of Ireland, 4 c. _ J* 

Mont. And whosoe’er gainsays King Ed- 

_ ward’s right. 

By this I challenge him to single fight. 

[Throws down his gauntlet, 
dll. Long live Edward the Fourth! 7 * 
* X. Edw. Thanks, brave Montgomery ;• 
thanks unto you all: 


Farewell, my sovereign. *4 

X. Hen. Farewell, my Hector, andmy Troy’s 
true hope. 

Clar. In sign of truth, I kiss your highness’ 
hand. 

X. Hen. Well-minded Clarence, be thou for- 
tuna tel 

Mont. Comfort, my lord; and so, I take my 
leave. 

Oxf. [Kissing henry's hand.] And thus I seal 

my truth, and bid adieu. _ 

K. Hen. Sweet Oxford, and my loving Mon- 

AndaUat once, once more a happyfareweh. 
War. Farewell, sweet lords: let s meet at 

Coventry. _? 

[Exeunt all but kino henry ana kotbr. 
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Ext. The doubt it (bat he will seduce the 
rest 

K. Hen. That's not my fear; my meed bath 
got me fame: 

I have not stoop'd mine ears to their demands, 
Nor posted on their suits with slow delays; to 
My pity hath been balm to heal their wounds. 
My mildness hath allay'd their swelling griefr. 
My mercy dried their water-flowing tears; 

I have not been desirous of their wealth; 4* 
Hot much oppress’d them with great subsidies. 
Nor forward of revenge, though they much 
err’d. 

Then why should they love Edward more than 
me? 

No, Exeter, these grrces challenge grace: 4* 
And, when the Hon fawns upon the lamb. 

The lamb will never cease to follow him. 

[Shout within, ‘ A Lancaster! A Lancaster!’ 

Ext. Hark, hark, my lord! what shouts are 
these? 


Enter king edward, Gloucester, and Soldiers. 
JT. Edw. Seize on the shame-fac’d Henry I 
bear him hence: 5a 

And once again proclaim us King of England. 
You ate the fount that makes small brooks to 


Now stops thy spring; my sea shall sack them 
dry. 

And swell so much the higher by their ebb. j« 
Hence with him to the Tower! lethim not speak. 

[Exeunt tome with kino henry. 
And, lords, towards Coventry bend we our 
course, 

Where p er em p t ory Warwick now remains: 
The sun shines hot; and, if we use delay, 6 e 
Cold biting winter man our hop'd-for hay. 

Glo. Away betimes, before his forces join. 
And take the great-grown traitor unawares: 
Brave warriors, march amain towards Coventry. 

[Exeunt. 

ACT V 

Scene L — Corentry. 


UCT V 

War. Then Clarence is at hand, I hear his 
drum. 

Som. It it not fiis, my lord; here Southern Bca; 
The drum your honour hears marcheth from 
Warwick. 13 

War. Who should that be? belike, unlook’d 
for friends. 

Som. They are at hand, and you shall quickly 
know. 

Enter sum Edward, Gloucester, and Forces. 
K. Edw. Go, trumpet, to the walla, and 
sound a parle. 16 

Glo. See now the surly Warwick mans the 
wall. 

War. O, unhid spite! is sportful Edward 
come? 

Where slept our scouts, or how are they seduc’d. 
That we could hear no news of his repair? so 
K. Edw. Now, Warwick, wilt thou ope the 
city gates. 

Speak gentle words, and humbly bend thy 
knee?— 

Call Edward king, and at bis hands beg mercy ? 
And he shall pardon thee these outrages, as 
War. Nay, rather, wilt thou draw toy fences 
hence,— 

Confess who set thee up and pluck'd thee 
down?— 

Call Warwick patron, and be penitent; 

And thou shalt still remain the Duke of York. 
Glo. I thought, at least, he would have said 
the king; *9 

Or did he make the jest against his wO? 

War. Is not a dukedom, six, a goodly gift? 
Glo. Ay, by my faith, for a poor earl to give: 
HI do thee service for 10 good a gift. 33 
War. Twas I that gave the kingdom to thy 
brother. 

K. Edw. Why then 'tfa mine, if but by War- 
wick’s gift. 

War. Thou art no Atlas fdr so greats weight: 
And, weakling, Warwick takes his gift again; 
And Henry it my king, Warwick Us subject. 
K. Edw. BuTWarmSck’s king is Edward’s 


AnSSwmwick.dobut.mwerthta, 40 
Coventry, two Messengers, and Others. What is the bodv. when the head is off? 


War. Where is the post that came from 
valiant Oxford? 

How far hence is thy lord, mine honest fellow? 
First Mess. By this at Dunsmore, matching 
hitherward. 3 

War. How fin off it our toother Montague? 
Where is the post that came from Montague? 
See. Mess. By this at Daintry, with a puis- 


Enter SR JOHN SOUERVILUL 
War. Say, Somerville, what says my loving 
ton? 1 

And, by thy guess, how nigh is darenoe now? 
Som. At Southam I did leave him with his 
forces. 

And do expect him here some two hours hsoce. 

[Drum heard. 


What Is the body, when the head is off? 

Glo. Alas! that Warwick had no more fore¬ 
cast. 

But. whiles he thoufiht to steel the sfagfa ten. 
The king was sidy finger'd from thedeck. 44 
You left poor Hmry at the bishop’s palace. 
And, ten to one, you’ll meet him in the Tower. 
K. Edw. Tie even so: yet you are Warwick 
atfiL 

Glo. Come, Warwick, take the time; kneel 
down, knee! down: 4* 

Nay, when? strike now, or else the iron cods. 

War. Ihadratherchopthishandoffatablow, 
And with the other fling it at thy face, 

Than bear so low a sail to strike to thee. 5» 
K. Edw. Sail how thou canst, have wind and 
j idde tfry friend: __ ___ 

Shall, whiles thy head is waim^an? nrw cut off! 



I] 


591 


HENRY VI, Pt 3 


Write In the dust this sentence with thy blood: With resolution, wheresoe’er I meet 
•Wind-changing Warwick now can change no As I will meet thee if thou stir abroad- 
more.’ 57 To plague thee for thy foul misleading me. 

Ana so, proud-hearted Warwick, I defy thee. 
Enter oxford, with Soldiers, drum, and colours . And to my brother turn my blushing cheeks. 
War, O cheerful colours! see where Oxford Pardon me, Edward, I will make amends; zoo 
comes! And, Richard, do not frown upon my faults, 

Oxf, Oxford, Oxford, for Lancaster! For I will henceforth be no more unconstant, 

[He and his Forces enter the city, £< Edw, Now welcome more, and ten times 
Glo. The gates are open, let us enter too. 6o _ more belov’d, 


K. Edw . So other foes may set upon our 

Stand we in good array: for they no doubt 
Will issue out again and bid us battle: 

If not, the dty being but of small defence, is 
We’ll quickly rouse the traitors in the same. 


Than if thou never hadst deserv'd our hate. 104 
Gb. Welcome, good Clarence; this is 
brother-like. 

JT. Edw. ^MhaLWarwicf^wilt thou leave the 
town, and fight? 


War. Oi welcome, Oxford 1 for we want thy Or shall we beat the stones about thine ears? 


help. 

Enter montagux, with Soldiers, drum, and 
colours. 

Mont. Montague, Montague, for Lancaster! 

[He and his Forces enter the city. 

Gb. Thou and thy brother both shall buy 
this treason 6S 

Even with the dearest blood your bodies bear. 

K. Edw. The harder match’d, the greater 
victory: 

My mind presageth happy gain, and conquest 
Enter SOMEassT, with Soldiers, drum, and 

_ _ colours. _ Now Montague, sit fast; I seek for thee, 

Som. Somerset Somerset, for Lancaster! 72 That Warwick’s bones may keep thine company. 

[He and his Forces enter the city. [Exit 

Gb. Two of thy name, both Dukes of Somer- war. Ah! who is nigh? come to me, friend 

Havfiold their lives unto the bouse of York; And tefime who is victor, York or Warwick? 
And thou shalt be the third, if this sword hold. Why ask X that? my mangled body shows, 

. _ , , My blood, my want of strength, my sick heart 

Enter clamnci, with Fortes, drum, and shows, 8 

eolours. That I must yield my body to the earth. 

War. And lol where George of Clarence And, by my fall, the conquest to my foe. 
sweeps along, 76 Thus yields the cedar to the axe's edge, u 

Of force er • ugh to bid his brother battle; Whose arms gave shelter to the princely eagle, 

With whom an upright zeal to right prevails Under whose shade the ramping lion slept, 


War. Alas! lam not coop’d here for defence: 
I will away towards Barnet presently, 

And bid thee battle, Edward, if thou dar’st 
K. Edw. Yes, Warwick, Edward dares, and 
leads the way. m 

lords, to the field; Saint George and victory 1 
[March. Exeunt. 

Scene H —A Field of Battle near Barnet. 
Alarums and Excursions. Enter ono Edward, 
bringing in Warwick, wounded. 

K. Edw. So, lie thou there: die thou, and 
die our fear; 

For Warwick was a bug that fear’d us alL 


More than the nature of a brother s love. _ 
Come, Clarence, come; thou wilt, if Warwick 
call. *0 

Oar. Father of Warwick, know you what 
thin means? 

[Taking the red rose out of his hat. 
Look here, I throw my infamy at thee: 

I will not ruinate my father’s house, 


Whose top branch overpeer’d Jove’s spreading 
tree, 

And kept low shrubs from winter’s powerful 
wind. 

These eves, that now are dlmm'd with death's 
black veil, x6 

Have been as piercing as the mid-day sun, 

To search the secret treasons of the world: 


WtowvehJsbloodtolimethestone!together, Thewrinklesinmybrows uowfill’dwithblood, 
And set up Lancaster. Why, trow’st thou. Were liken’d ott to kingly sepulchres; so 
Warwick 85 For who liv’d king, butYcould dig his grave? 

warwicx, „. . / . . j j . _i u;._J- l. u—* lu 


That Clarence is so harsh, so blunt, unnatural. 
To bend the fatal instruments of war 
Against his brother and bis lawfbl king? 81 
Perhaps thou wilt object my holy oath: 


And who durst smile when Warwick bent his 
brow? 

Lo! now my glory smear'd In dust and blood; 
My parks, my walks, my manor* that I had, 14 
To keep thiToath were mme impiety Even now forsake me; and,of all my lands 

TSumJephthah’s.whenhesacrific'dhisdaughter. bnotMngldl■“ TO body'sMtength. 

I am so lorry for my trespass made 9 » Why, what is pomp, rale, reign, but earth ana 

That, to deserve well at my brotto£s hands, dust? mn t ** 

I here proclaim myself thy mortal foe; And, live we how we can, yet die we mwt. « 
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[act v 


Enter oxford and Somerset. 

Som. Ah! Warwick, Warwick, wert thou as 
wc are. 

We might recover all our loss again. 

The queen from France hath brought a puis¬ 
sant power; 

Even now we heard the news. Ahl couldst 
thou fly. 3* 

War. Why, then, I would not fly. Ah! 
Montague, 

If thou be there, sweet brother, take my hand, 
And with thy lips keep in my soul awhile. 
Thou lov’st me not; for, brother, if thou didst. 
Thy tears would wash this cold congealed blood 
That glues my lips and will not let me speak. 
Come quickly, Montague, or I am dead. 

Som. Ah 1 Warwick, Montague hath breath'd 
his last; . 4o 

And to the latest gasp, cried out for Warwick, 
And said, * Commend me to my valiant brother. 
And more he would have said; and more he 
spoke. 

Which sounded like a clamour In a vault, 44 
That mought not be distinguish’d: but at last 
1 well might hear, deliver’d with a groan, 

‘O! farewell, Warwick!’ 

War. Sweet rest his soul! Fly, lords, and 
save yourselves; 48 

For Warwick bids you all farewell, to meet in 
heaven. [Dies. 

Oxf. Away, away, to meet the queen’s great 
power. 

lExeunt, bearing off Warwick's body. 

Scene ID .—Another Part of the Field. 

Flourish. Enter kino edward, in triumph: with 
clarence, Gloucester, and the rest. 

K. Edw. Thus far our fortune keeps an up¬ 
ward course. 

And we are grac’d with wreaths of victory. 
But in the midst of this bright-shining day, 

1 spy a black, suspicious, threat’ning cloud, 4 
That will encounter with our glorious sun. 

Ere he attain his easeful western bed: 

I mean, my lords, those powers that the queen 
Hath rais’d in Gallia, have arriv’d our coast, 8 
And, as we hear, inarch on to fight with us. 
Clar. A little gale will soon disperse that 
cloud. 


In every county as we go along. 

Strike up the drum! cry ‘Courage!* and away. 

{Flourish. Exeunt. 

Scene IV .—Plains near Tewksbury, 
March. Enter queen Margaret, prince Ed¬ 
ward, somerset, oxford, and Soldiers. 

Q. Mar. Great lords, wise men ne’er sit and 
wail their loss, 

But cheerly seek how to redress their harms. 
What though the mast be now blown over-board. 
The cable broke, the holding anchor lost, 4 
And half our sailors swallow'd in the flood ? 
Yet lives our pilot still: is’t meet that he 
Should leave the helm and like a fearful lad 
With tearful eyes add water to the sea, 8 
And give more strength to that which hath too 
much; 

Whiles in his moan the ship splits on the rock. 
Which industry and courage might have sav’d? 
Ahl what a shame! ah, what a fault were this. 
Say, Warwick was our anchor; what of that? 
And Montague our top-mast; what of him? 
Our slaughter’d friends the tackles; what of 
these? 

Why, is not Oxford here another anchor? 16 
And Somerset, another goodly mast? 

The friendsof France our shrouds and tacklings? 
And, though unskilful, why not Ned and I 
For once allow’d the skilful pilot's charge? 20 
We will not from the helm, to sit and weep, 
But keep our course, though the rough wind 
say no. 

From shelves and rocks that threaten us with 
wrack. 

As good to chide the waves as speak them fhir. 
And what is Edward but a ruthless sea? as 
What Clarence but a quicksand of deceit? 
And Richard but a ragged fatal rock? 

AU those the enemies to our poor bark. 28 
Say you can swim; alas! 'tis but a while: 
Tread on the sand; why, tHfcrc you quickly sink; 
Bestride the rock; the tide will wash you off. 
Or else you famish; that’s a threefold death. 32 
This speak I, lords, to let you understand. 

In case some one of you would fly from us. 

That there’s no hop’d-for mercy with the 
brothers 

More than with ruthless waves, with sands and 
rocks. . 3* 


And blow it to the source from whence it came: Why, courage; then! what cannot be avoided 
Thy very beams will diy those vapours up, 12 
For every cloud engenders not a storm. 

Glo. The queen is valu'd thirty thousand 


strong. 

And Somerset, with Oxford, fled to her: 

If she have time to breathe, be well assur d 16 
Her faction will be full as strong as ours. 

K. Edw. We are advertis’d by our loving 
friends 

That they do hold their course toward Tewks- 
bury. 

We, having now the best at Barnet field, 20 
Will thither straight, for willingness rids way: 
And, as we match our strength will be aug ment ed 
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Twere childish weakness to lament or fear. 
Prince. Methinks a woman of this valiant 
spirit 

Should, if a coward heard her speak these 
words, 40 

Infuse his breast with magnanimity, 

And make him, naked, foil a man at arms. 

I speak not this, as doubting any here; 

For did I but suspect a fearful man, 44 

He should have leave to go away betimes. 

Lest in our need he might infect another. 

And make him of like spirit to himself. 

If any such be here, as God forbid! 4 » 

Let turn depart before we need his help. 
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Oxf. Women and children of so hign a 
courage. 

And warrior* ffcintl why, ’twero perpetual 
ihame, 

O brave young prince 1 thy famoua grandfather 
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Som. Nor I, but itoop with patience to my 
fortune. 

[Exeunt oxford and Somerset, guarded. 
Q. Mar. So part we iadly In thia troubloua 
world, 


Doth live again in thee: long mayst thou live To meet with ]oy in tweet Jerusalem. 


To bear his image and renew hi* glories 1 
Som. And he, that will not fight for inch a 
hope. 

Go home to bed, and, like the owl by day, 36 
If he arise, be mock'd and wonder'd at 
Q. Mar. Thank*, gentle Somerset: iweet 
Oxford, thanks. 

Prince. And take hit thank* that yet hath 
nothing else. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. Prepare you, lord*, for Edward is at 
hand, 60 

Ready to fight; therefore be resolute. 

Oxf. I thought no less: it is his policy 
To haste thus fast to find us unprovided. 

Som. But he’s deceiv’d; we are in readiness. 
Q. Mar. This cheers my heart to tee your 
forwardness. 6 ; 

Oxf. Here pitch our battle; hence we will 
not budge. 

March. Enter, at a distance, rmo toward, 
clarence, GLOUCESTER, and Forces. 

K. Edu. Brave followers, yonder stands the 
thorny wood. 

Which, by the heavens’ assistance, and your 
strength, 68 

Must by the toots be hewn op yet ere night. 

I need not add more fuel to your fire. 

For well I wot ye blare to bum them out: 

Give signal to the fight, and to it, lords, 72 
Q. Mar. Lords, knights, and gentlemen, 
what I should say 

My tears gainsay; for every word I speak. 

Ye see, I drink the water of mine eyes. 
Therefore, no more but this: Henry, your 
sovereign, 7 * 

Is prisoner to the foe; his state usurp d. 

His realm a slaughter house, his subjects slain. 
His statutes cancell'd, and his treasure spent; 
And yonder is the wolf that makes this spoil. 80 
You fight injustice: then, in God's name, lords. 
Be valiant, and give signal to the fight. 

[Exeunt both armies. 

Scene V .—Another Part of the Same. 
Alarums: Excursions: and afterwards a retreat. 
Then enter kino toward, clarence, Glou¬ 
cester, and Forces: with queen Margaret, 
Oxford, and somerset prisoners. 

K. Edw. Now, here a period of tumultuous 
broils. 

Away with Oxford to Haines Castle straight: 
For Somerset, off with his guilty head, 
po, bear them hence; I will not hear them 
speak. 4 

Oxf. For my part. I’ll not trouble thee with 
words 


K. Edw. Is proclamation made, that who 
finds Edward 

Shall have a high reward, and he his life? 

Glo. It is: and lo, where youthful Edward 


Enter Soldiers, with prince edward. 

K. Edw. Bring forth the gallant: let us hear 
him speak. 11 

What! can so young a thorn begin to pride} 
Edward, what satisfaction canst thou make. 
For bearing arms, for stirring up my subjects. 
And all the trouble thou hast turn'd me to} 16 
Prince. Speak like a subject, proud ambi¬ 
tious York! 

Suppose that I am now my father’s mouth: 
Resign thy chair, and where I stand kneel thou. 
Whilst I propose the self-same words to thee. 
Which, traitor, thou wouldst have me answer 
to. >1 

Q. Mar. Ah! that thy father had been to 
resolv'd. 

Glo. That you might stfil have worn the 
petticoat. 

And ne’er have stol'n the breech from Lan¬ 
caster. 84 

Prince. Let iEsop fable in a winter’s night; 
His currish riddles sort not with this place. 

Glo. By heaven, brat, I’ll plague you for 
that word. 

Q. Mar. Ay, thou wast bom to be a plague 
to men. 28 

Glo. For God’s sake, take away this captive 
scold. 

Prince. Nay, take away this scolding crook¬ 
back rather. 

K. Edw. Peace, wilful boy, or I will charm 
your tongue. 

Clar. Untutor’d lad, thou art too malapert. 
Prince. I know my duty; you are all un- 
dutiful: 31 

Lascivious Edward, and thou perjur'd George, 
And thou mis-shapen Dick, I tell ye all, 

I am your better, traitors as ye are; s« 
And thou usurp'st my fathers right and mine. 
K. Edw. Take that, the likeness of this railer 
here. [Stabs him. 

Glo. Sprawl'st thou} take that, to end thy 
agony. [Stabs him. 

Clar. And there's for twitting me with per- 
[Stabs him. 
kill me tool 41 

. and shall. [Offers to kill her. 
K. Edw. Hold, Richard, hold! for we have 
done too much. 

Glo. Why should she live, to fill the world 
with words} 44 

K. Edw. What! doth she swoon} use means 
for her recovery. 


Liar. Ann uu 
Jury. 

Q. Mar. O, k 
Glo. Mam, 
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Glo. Clarence, excuse me to the king, my 
brother; 

I’ll hence to London on a serious matter; 

Ere ye come there, be sure to hear some news. 

Clar. What 3 what? 49 

Glo. The Tower! the Tower! [Exit. 

Q. Mar. O Ned, sweet Nedl speak to thy 
mother, boy! 

Canst thou not speak? O traitors! murderers! 
They that stabb’d Caesar shed no blood at all. 
Did not offend, nor were not worthy blame, 

O' this foul deed were by, to equal it: 

He was a man; this, in respect, a child; }t 
And men ne’er spend their fury on a child. 
What’s worse than murderer, that 1 may name 
it? 

No, no, my heart will burst, an if I speak: 

And I will speak, that so roy heart may burst. 
Butchers and villains! bloody cannibals! 6 : 
How sweet a plant have you untimely cropp’d! 
You have no children, butchers! if you had. 
The thought of them would have stirr’d up 
remorse: 64 

But if you ever chance to have a child. 

Look in his youth to have him so cut off 
As, deathsmen, you have rid this sweet young 
prince! 

A. Edw. Away with her! go, bear her hence 
perforce. 6 S 

Q. Mar. Nay, never bear me hence, dispatch 
me here: 

Here sheathe thy sword, I’ll pardon thee my 
death. 

What! wilt thou not? then, Clarence, do it 
thou. 

Clar. By heaven, I wilt not do thee so much 
ease. 72 

Q. Mar. Good Clarence, do; sweet Clarence, 
do thou do it. 

Clar. Didst thou not hear me swear I would 
not do it! 

Q. Mar. Ay, but thou usest to forswear thy¬ 
self: 

*Twas sin before, but now ’tls charity. 76 

What! wilt thou not? Where is that devil’s 
butcher, 

Hard-favourM Richard? Richard, where art 
thou? 

Thou art not here: murder is thy alms-deed; 
Petitioners for blood thou ne’er put’st back, so 

K. Edw. Away, I say! I charge ye, bear her 
hence. 

Q. Mar. So come to you and yours, as to 
this prince! [Exit, led out forcibly. 

K. Edw. Where’s Richard gone? 

Clar. To London, all in post; and, as I 
guess, 84 

To make a bloody supper In the Tower. 

K. Edw. He’s sudden if a thing comes in 
his head. . 

Now march we hence: discharge the common 
sort 87 

With pay and thanks, and let’s away to London 
And see our gentle queen how weU she fares; 
By this, I hope, she hath a son for me. 

[Exeunt. 


Scene VI.— London. A Room in the Tower. 
KINO HENRY is discovered sitting with a book 
in his hand, the Lieutenant attending. Enter 
GLOUCESTER. 

Glo. Good day, my lord. Whatlatyourbook 
so hard 3 

K. Her.. Ay, my good lord;—my lord, I 
should say rather; 

Tis sin to flatter, ‘good’ was little better: 
‘Good Gloucester * and ‘ good devil ’ were alike. 
And both preposterous; therefore, not ‘good 
lord.’ 5 

Glo. Sirrah, leave us to ourselves: we must 
confer. [Exit Lieutenant. 

K. Hen. So flies the reckless shepherd from 
the wolf; 

So first the harmless sheep doth yield his fleece. 
And next his throat unto the butcher's knife. 
What scene of death hath Roscius now to act? 
Glo. Suspicion always haunts the guilty 
mind; 

The thief doth fear each bush an officer. is 

K. Hen. The bird that hath been limed in a 
bush, 

With trembling wings misdoubteth every bush; 
And I, the hapless male to one sweet bird, 
Have now the fatal object in my eye 16 

Where my poor young was lim’d, was caught, 
and kill’d. 

Glo. Why, what a peevish fool waa that of 
Crete, 

That taught his son the office of a fowl! 

And yet, for all his wings, the fool was drown’d. 

K. Hen. I, Dtedalus; my poor boy, Icarus; 
Thy father, Minos, that denied our course; 
The sun, that sear’d the wings of my sweet boy, 
Thy brother Edward, and thyself the sea, 24 
Whose envious gulf did swallow up his life. 
Ah! kill me with thy weapon, not with words. 
My breast can better brook thy dagger’s point 
Than can my ears that tragic history. 28 

But wherefore dost thou come? is’t for my 
life? 

Glo. Think’st thou I am an executioner? 

K. Hen. A persecutor, I am sure, thou art: 
If murd’ring innocents be executing, 32 

Why, then thou art an executioner. 

Glo. Thy son I kill'd for his presumption. 

K. Hen. Hadst thou been kill’d, when first 
thou didst presume, 

Thou hadst not liv'd to kill a son of mine. 3* 
And thus I prophesy: that many a thousand. 
Which now mistrust no parcel of my fear. 

And many an old man's sigh, and many a 
widow’s, 39 

And many an orphan’s water-standing eye. 
Men for their sons’, wives for their husbands, 
And orphans for their parents' timeless death. 
Shall rue the hour that ever thou wast bom. 
The owl shriek'd at thy birth, an evil sign; 44 
The night-crow cried, aboding luckless time; 
Dogs howl'd, and hideous tempest shook down 
trees! 

The raven rook’d her on the chimney’s top. 
And chattering pies in dismal discords sung. 4> 
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Thy mother felt more than a mother’s pain. 
And yet brought forth less than a mother’s 
hope; 

To wit an indigest deformed lump, 

Not like the fruit of such a goodly tree. sa 
Teeth hadst thou in thy head when thou wast 
bom, 

To signify thou cam’st to bite the world: 
And, if the rest be true which 1 have heard. 
Thou cam’st— 5 S 

Glo. I’ll hear no more: die, prophet, in thy 
speech: l Stabs him. 

For this, amongst the rest, was I ordain’d. 

K. Hen. Ay, and for much more slaughter 
after this. 

O, God forgive my sins, and pardon thee! {Dies. 
Glo. What) will the aspiring blood of Lan¬ 
caster 61 

Sink in the ground? I thought it would have 
mounted. 

See how my sword weeps for the poor king’s 
death 1 

O! may such purple tears be always shed 64 
From those that wish the downfall of our house. 
If any spark of life bo yet remaining, 

Down, down to hell; and say I sent thee thither, 
{Stabs him again. 
I, that have neither pity, love, nor fear. 68 

Indeed, 'tis true, that Henry told me of; 

For I have often heard my mother say 
I came into the world with my legs forward. 
Had I not reason, think ye, to make haste, 73 
And seek their ruin that usurp’d our right? 
The midwife wonder’d, and the women cried 
‘O! Jesus bless us, he is bom with teeth.’ 

And so I was; which plainly signified 76 

That I should snarl and bite and play the dog. 
Then, since the heavens ha ve shap’d my body so. 
Let hell make crook’d my mind to answer It. 

I have no brother, I am like no brother; 80 
And this word ‘love,’ which greybeards call 
divine. 

Be resident in men like one another 
And not in me: I am myself alone. 

Clarence, beware; thou keep’st me Gram the 
light: 84 

But I will sort a pitchy day for thee; 

For I will buzz abroad such prophecies 
That Edward shall be fearful of his life; 

And then, to purge his fear, I’ll be thy death. 88 
King Henry and the prince his son are gone: 
Clarence, thy turn is next, and then the rest. 
Counting myself but bad till I be best. 

111 throw thy body in another room, »» 
And triumph, Henry, in thy day of doom. 

(Exit with the body. 

Scene VH. —The same. A Room in the Palace. 

dno edward is discovered sitting on his 
throne: queen Elizabeth with the infant 
• Prince, CLARENCE, GLOUCESTER, HASTINGS, 
and Others, near him. 

K. Edw. Once more we sit in England’s 
royal throne. 
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Re-purchas’d with the blood of enemies. 
What valiant foemen like to autumn's com. 
Have we mow’d down, in tops of all their 

pride I 4 

Three Dukes of Somerset, threefold renown’d 
For hardy and undoubted champions; 

Two Cliffords, as the father and the son; 

And two Northumberlands: two braver men 
Ne’er spurr’d their coursers at the trumpet’s 
sound; 

With them, the two brave bean, Warwick and 
Montague, 

That in their chains fetter’d the kingly lion. 
And made the forest tremble when they 
roar’d. u 

Thus have we swept suspicion from our seat. 
And made our footstool of security. 

Come hither, Bess, and let me kiss my boy. 
Younjj Ned, for thee thine uncles and my- 

Have in our armours watch’d the winter’s 

night; 

Went all a-foot in summer’s scalding heat. 
That thou might’st repossess the crown in 
peace; 

And of our labours thou shalt reap the gain. 
Glo. {Aside. 1 I’ll blast his harvest, if your 
head were laid; 21 

For yet I am not look'd on in the world. 

This shoulder was ordain’d so thick to heave; 
And heave it shall some weight, or break my 
back: 24 

Work thou the way, and thou shalt execute. 

K. Edw. Clarence and Gloucester, love my 
lovely Queen; 

And kiss your princely nephew, brothers both. 
Clar. The duty, that I owe unto your 
majesty 28 

1 seal upon the Ups of this sweet babe. 

K. Edw. Thanks, noble Clarence; worthy 
brother, thanks. 

Glo. And, that 1 love the tree from whence 
thou sprang'st. 

Witness the loving kiss I give the fruit. 32 
{Aside.] To say the troth, so Judas kiss’d his 
master. 

And cried ‘aU haill* when as he meant all 
harm. 

K. Edw. Now am I seated as my soul de¬ 
lights. 

Having my corntiy's peace and brothers’ loves. 
Clar. What will your Grace have done with 
Margaret? 

Reignier, her father, to the King of France 
Hath pawn’d the Sicils and Jerusalem, 

And hither have they sent it for her ransom. 

K. Edw. Away with her, and waft her hence 
to France. 41 

And now what rests but that we spend the time 
With stately triumphs, mirthful comic shows. 
Such as befit the pleasure of the court? 44 
Sound, drums and trumpets 1 farewell, sour 
annoy 1 

For here, I hope, begins our lasting j 
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Scene. — England. 


ACT I 

wCenb L— London. A Street. 

Enter Gloucester. 

Gto. Now is the winter of our discontent 
Made glorious summer by this gun of York; 
And all the clouds that lour'd upon our house 
In the deep bosom of the ocean buried. 4 
Now are our brows bound with victorious 
wreaths: 

Our bruised arms hung up for monuments; 
Our stem alarums changed to merry meetings; 
Our dreadfiil marches to delightfal measures. 
Grim-visag’d war hath smooth’d hit wrinkled 
front; 

And nows—instead of mounting barbed steeds, 
To fright the souls of fearfiil adversaries,— 
He over* nimbly in a lady's chamber n 
To the lasdviout pleating of a lute. 

But I, that am not shap’d for sportive tricks, 
Nor made to court an amorous kxddng-riass; 
I, tint am ruddy stamp'd, and want love’s 
majesty 16 

To strut before a wanton ambling nymph; 

L that am curtail'd of this fair proportion, 
r’hngfrwt of fbature by disr-c .bling nature. 
Deform’d, unftnish’d, sent before my time to 
Into (his breathing world, scarce half made up, 


And that so lamely and unfashionable 
That dogs bark at me, as I halt by them; 

Why, I, in this weak piping time of peace, *4 
Have no delight to pass away the time. 

Unless to see my shadow in the sun 
And descant on mine own "deformity: 

And therefore, since I cannot prove a lover, at 
To entertain these fair well-spoken days, 

I am determined to prove a villain, 

And hate the idle pleasures of these days. 
Plots have I laid, inductions dangerous, 3 a 
By drunken prophecies, libels, and dreams. 
To set my brother Clarence and the king 
In deadly hate the one against the other; 

And if King Edward be as true and just j 6 

As I am subtle, false, and treacherous. 

This day should Clarence closely be mew’d up, 
About a prophecy, which says, that G 
Of Edward’s heirs the murderer shall be. 4° 
Dive, thoughts, down to my soul: here Clarence 
comes. 

Enter clarence, guarded, and brakenburt. 
Brother, good day; what m ea n s this armed 
guard 

That waits upon your Once? 

Clar. His majesty. 

Tendering my person’s saftty, hath appointed 
This conduct to convey me to the Tower. 
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Glo. Upon what cause? Glo. Naught to do with Mistress Shore! 11 

Clar. Because my name is George. tett thee, fellow, 

Glo. Alack! my lord, that fault is none of He that doth naught with her, excepting one, 


yours; 47 

He should, for that, commit your godfathers. 
O! belike his majesty hath some intent 
That you should be new-christen’d in theTower. 
But what’s the matter, Clarence? may I know? 
Clar. Yea, Richard, when I know; for 

I protest s» 

As yet I do not: but, as I can learn. 

He hearkens after prophecies and dreams: 
And from the cross-row plucks the letter G, 
And says a wizard told him that by G 36 
His issue disinherited should be; 

And, for my name of George begins with G, 

It follows in his thought that I am he. 39 

These, as 1 learn, and such like toys as these, 
Have mov’d his highness to commit me now. 
Glo. Why, this it is, when men are rul’d by 
women: 

Tis not the king that sends you to the Tower; 
My Lady Grey, his wife, Clarence, ’tis she 64 
That tempers him to this extremity. 

Was it not she and that good man of worship, 
Antony Woodville, her brother there, 

That made him send Lord Hastings to the 
Tower, *8 

From whence this present day he is deliver’d? 
We are not safe, Clarence; we are not safe. 
Clar. By heaven, I think there is no man 
secure 

But the queen’s kindred and night-walking 
heralds 7 * 

That trudge betwixt the king and Mistress 
Shore. 

Heard you not what a humble suppliant 
Lord Hastings was to her for his delivery? 

Glo. Humbly complaining to her deity 7 * 
Got my lord chamberlain his liberty. 

I'll tell you what; I think it is our way, 

If we will keep in favour with the king. 

To be her men and wear her livery: So 

The jealous o’er-worn widow and herself. 
Since that our brother dubb’d them gentle¬ 
women. 

Are mighty gossips in our monarchy. 

Brak. I beseech your Graces both to pardon 
me; *4 

His majesty hath straitly given in charge 
That no man shall have private conference. 
Of what degree soever, with your brother. 

Glo. Even so; an please your worship, 

Brakenbury, *® 

You may partake of anything we say: 

We speak no treason, man: we say the king 
Is wise and virtuous, and his noble queen 
Well struck in years, fair, and not jealous; 9a 
We say that Shore's wife hath a pretty foot, 

A cherry Up, a bonny eye, a passing pleasing 


Were best to do it secretly, alone. too 

Brak. What one, my lord? 

Glo. Her husband, knave. Wouldst thou 
betray me? 

Brak. I beseech your Grace to pardon me; 
and withal 

Forbear your conference with the noble duke. 
Clar. We know thy charge, Brakenbury, and 
wiU obey. 103 

Glo. We are the queen’s objects, and must 
obey. 

Brother, fareweU: I will unto the king; 

And whatsoe’er you will employ me in, 108 
Were it to call King Edward’s widow sister, 

I will perform it to enfranchise you. 

Meantime, this deep disgrace in brotherhood 
Touches me deeper than you can imagine. 11a 
Clar. I know it pleaseth neither of us welL 
Glo. Well, your imprisonment ahaU not be 
long: 

I will deliver you, or else lie for you: 
Meantime, have patience. 

Clar. I must perforce: farewell. 

[Exeunt clarence, hlakenbuey, and 
Guard. 

Glo. Go, tread the path that thou shatt ne’er 
return, r >7 

Simple, plain Clarence! I do love thee so 
That I will shortly send thy soul to heaven. 

If heaven will take the present at our hands. 
But who comes here? the new-deliver’d Hast¬ 
ings! tar 

Enter HASTINGS. 

Hast. Good time of day unto my gracious 
lordl 

Glo. As much unto my good lord chamber- 
lain! 

WeU are you welcome to this open air. «4 
How hath your lordship brook’d imprison- 
ment? 

Hast. With patience, noble lord, as prisoners 
must: 

But I shall live, my lord, to give them thanks 
That were the cause of my imprisonment. 
Glo. No doubt, no doubt; and so shall Cla¬ 
rence too; u) 

For they that were your enemies are his. 

And have prevail’d as much on him as you. 
Hast. More pity that the eagles should be 
mew’d, rja 

While kites and buzzards prey at liberty. 

Glo. What news abroad? 

Hast. No news so bad abroad as thisat home; 
The king is sickly, weak, and mel a n c hol y, 1j6 
And his physicians fear him mightily, 

Glo. Now by Saint Paul, this sews is bad 
indeed. 


AndSEute queen’s kindred are made gentle- O! he hath kept an evil diet long; 

folks. H And over-much consum d his royal p e r so n ; 

*How say you, sir? can you deny all this? 96 'Til very grievous to be thought upon. 141 
Brak. With this, my ted/ myself have What, is he in hit bed? 
nought to do. Hast. 


He is. 
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Glo. Go you before, and I will follow you. 

[Exit HASTINGS. 

He cannot live, I hope; and must not die 144 
Till George be pack’d with post-horse up to 
heaven. 

I’ll in, to urge his hatred more to Clarence, 
With lies well steel’d with weighty arguments; 
And, if I fail not in my deep intent, >48 
Clarence hath not another day to live; 

Which done, God take King Edward to hia 
mercy, 

And leave the world for me to bustle in! 

For then I’ll many Warwick’s youngest 
daughter. is: 

What though I kill’d her husband and her 
father, 

The readiest way to make the wench amends 
Is to become her husband and her father: 

The which will I; not all so much for love 156 
As for another secret close intent. 

By marrying her, which I must reach unto. 
But yet I run before my horse to market: 
Clarence still breathes; Edward still lives and 
reigns: 1S0 

When they are gone, then must I count my 
gains. [Exit. 

Scene H. — London. Another Street. 

Enter the corpse of KINO HENRY THE SIXTH, 
borne in an open coffin; Gentlemen bearing 
halberds to guard it; and lady ANNE, as 
mourner. 

Anne. Set down, set down your honourable 
load. 

If honour may be shrouded in a hearse. 

Whilst I a while obsequiously lament 
The untimely fall of virtuous Lancaster. <4 
Poor key-cold figure of a holy king! 

Pale ashes of the house of Lancaster! 

Thou bloodless remnant of that royal blood! 
Be it lawful that 1 invocate thy ghost, 8 
To hear the lamentations of poor Anne, 

Wife to thy Edward, to thy slaughter'd son, 
Stabb’d by the self-same hand that made these 
wounds! 

Lo, in these windows that let forth thy life, is 
I pour the helpless balm of my poor eyes. 

O! cursed be the hand that made these holes; 
Cursed the heart that had the heart to do it! 
Cursed the blood that let this blood from 
hence! 16 

More direful hap betide that hated wretch, 
That makes us wretched by the death of thee, 
Than I can wish to adders, spiders, toads. 

Or any creeping venom’d thing that lives! 20 
If ever he have child, abortive be it, 
Prodigious, and untimely brought to light. 
Whose ugly and unnatural aspect 
May fright the hopeful mother at the view; 24 
And that be heir to his unhappiness 1 
If ever he have wife, let her be made 
More miserable by the death of him 
Than I am made by my young lord and thee! 
Come, now toward Chertsey with your holy 
load, sg 


Taken from Paul’s to be interred there; 

And still, as you are weary of the weight. 

Rest you, whiles I lament Kang Henry’s corse. 
[The Bearers take up the corpse and advance. 

Enter Gloucester. 

Glo. Stay, you that bear the corse, and set it 
down. 33 

Anne. What black magician conjures up this 
fiend. 

To stop devoted charitable deeds? 

Glo. Villains! set down the corse; or, by 
Saint Paul, 36 

I’ll make a corse of him that disobeys. 

First Gent. My lord, stand back, and let the 
coffin pass. 

Glo. Unmanner'd dog! stand thou when I 
command: 39 

Advance thy halberd higher than my breast. 
Or, by Saint Paul, I’ll strike thee to my foot. 
And spurn upon thee, beggar, for thy boldness. 

[The Bearers set down the coffin. 
Anne. What! do you tremble? ate you all 
afraid ? 

Alas’ I blame you noc; tor you are mortal, 44 
And mortal eyes cannot endure the deviL 
Avaunt! thou dreadful minister of hell. 

Thou hadst but power over his mortal body, 
His soul thou canst not have: therefore, be gone. 
Glo. Sweet saint, for charity, be not so curst. 
Anne. Foul devil, for God’s sake hence, and 
trouble us not; 

For thou hast made the happy earth thy hell. 
Fill’d it with cursing cries and deep exclaims. 52 
If thou delight to view thy heinous deeds. 
Behold this pattern of thy butcheries. 

O! gentlemen; see, see! dead Henry's wounds 
Open their congeal’d months and bleed afresh. 
Blush, blush, thou lump of foul deformity, 57 
For 'tis thy presence that exhales this blood 
From cold and empty veins, where no blood 
dwells: 

Thy deed, inhuman and unnatural, 60 

Provokes this deluge most ’Unnatural. 

O God! which this blood mad’st, revenge his 
death; 

O earth! which this blood drink’st, revenge his 
death; 

Either heaven with lightning strike the mur¬ 
derer dead, 64 

Or earth, gape open wide, and eat him quick, 
As thou dost swallow up this good king’s blood, 
Which his hell-govem’d arm hath butchered! 

Glo. Lady, you know no rules of charity, 68 
Which renders good forbad, blessings for curses. 
Anne. Villain, thou know'st no law of God 
■ nor man: 

No beast so fierce but knows some touch of 
pity. 

Glo. But I know none, and therefore am no 
beast. 72 

Anne. O! wonderful, when devils tell the 
truth. 

Glo. More wonderful when angels are so 
angry. 

Vouchsafe, divine perfection of a woman. 
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Of these supposed evils, to give me leave, 76 
By circumstance, but to acquit myself, 

Anne. Vouchsafe, diffus'd infection of a man, 
For these known evils, but to give me leave. 

By circumstance, to curse thy cursed self. 80 
Glo. Fairer than tongue can name thee, let 
me have 

Some patient leisure to excuse myself. 

Anne. Fouler than heart can think thee, thou 
canst make 

No excuse current, but to hang thyself. 84 
Glo. By such despair I should accuse myself. 
Anne. And by despairing shouldst thou stand 
excus’d 

For doing worthy vengeance on thyself, 

Which didst unworthy slaughter upon others. 
Glo. Say that 1 slew them not. 

Anne. Then say they were not slain: 

But dead they are, and, devilish slave, by thee. 
Glo. 1 did not kill your husband. 

Anne. Why, then he is alive. 

Glo. Nay, he is dead; and slain by Edward’s 
hand. 91 

Anne. In thy foul throat thou liest: Queen 
Margaret saw 

Thy murderous falchion smoking in his blood; 
The which thou once didst bend against her 
breast, 

But that thy brothers beat aside the point. 9* 
Glo. Iwasprovokedbyhersland'roustongue, 
That laid their guilt upon my guiltless shoulders. 
Anne. Thou wast provoked by thy bloody 
mind, 99 

That never dreamt on aught but butcheries. 
Didst thou not kill this king? 

Glo. I grant ye. 

Anne. Dost grant me, hedge-hog? Then, 
God grant me too 

Thou mayst be damned for that wicked deed! 
O! he was gentle, mild, and virtuous. 105 
Glo. The fitter for the King of heaven, that 
hath him. 

Anne. He is in heaven, where thou shall 
never come. 

Glo. Let him thank me, that help'd to send 
him thither; 108 

For he was fitter for that place than earth. 
Anne. And thou unfit for any place but hell. 
Glo. Yes, one place else, if you will hear me 
name it. 

Anne. Some dungeon. 

Glo. Your bed-chamber. 

Anne. HI rest betide the chamber where thou 
liest! «i 3 

Glo. So will it, madam, till I lie with you. 
Anne. I hope so. 

Glo. I know so. But, gentle Lady Anne, 
To leave this keen encounter of our wits, ii« 
And fall somewhat into a slower method, 

Is not the causer of the timeless deaths 
Of these Plantagenets, Henry and Edward, 
As blamcfbl as the executioner? 110 

Anne. Thou wait the cause, and most ac- 
» rain’d effect 

Glo. Your beauty was the cause of that effect; 
Tour beauty, that did haunt me in my sleep 


To undertake the death of all the world, 114 
So might I live one hour in your sweet bosom. 

Anne. If I thought that I tell thee, homicide, 
These nails should rend that beauty from my 
cheeks. 

Glo. These eyes could not endure that 
beauty's wrack; u8 

You should not blemish it if I stood by: 

As all the world is cheered by the sun. 

So I by that; it is my day, my life. 

Anne. Blade night o’ershade thy day, and 
death thy life! 13a 

Glo. Curse not thyself, fair creature; thou 
art both. 

Anne. 1 would I were, to be reveng’d on thee. 
Glo. It is a quarrel most unnatural, 

To be reveng’d on him that loveth thee. 136 
Anne. It is a quarrel just and reasonable, 

To be reveng'd on him that kill’d my husband. 

Glo. Hethatbcreftthee,lady,ofthyhusband, 
Did it to help thee to a better husband. 140 
Anne. His better doth not breathe upon the 
earth. 

Glo. He lives that loves thee better than he 
could. 

Anne. Name him. 

Glo. Plantagenet. 

Anne. Why, that was he. 

Glo. The self-same name, but one of better 
nature. <44 

Anne. Where is he? 

Glo. Here. [She spitteth at 

him.] Why dost thou spit at me? 

Anne. Would it were mortal poison, for thy 
sake! 

Glo. Never came poison from so sweet a 
place. 147 

Anne. Never hung poison on a fouler toad. 
Out of my sight! thou dost infect mine eyes. 

Glo. Thine eyes, sweet lady, have infected 
mine. 

Anne. Would they were basilisks, to strike 
thee dead I 

Glo. 1 would they were, that I might die at 
once; 13a 

For now they kill me with a living death. 
Those eyes of thine from mine have drawn salt 
tears, 

Sham'd their aspects with store of childish 
drops; tSJ 

These eyes, which never shed remorseful tear; 
No, when my father York and Edward wept 
To hear the piteous moan that Rutland made 
When black-fac’d Clifford shook his sword at 
him; 

Nor when thy war-like father like a child, r«o 
Told the sad story of my father’s death, 

And twenty times made pause to sob and weep. 
That all the standers-by had wet their cheeks. 
Like trees bedash’d with rain: in that sad time, 
My manly eyes did scorn an humble tear; 16s 
And what these sorrows could not thence ex- 
hale, 

Thy beauty hath, and made them blind with 
weeping. 

I never su’d to friend, nor enemy; «* 
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My tongue could never learn sweet smoothing 
words; 

But, now thy beauty is propos’d my fee, 

Mb' proud heart sues, and prompts my tongue 
to speak. f She looks scornfully at him. 

Teach not thy Up such scorn, for it was made 172 
For kissing, lady, not for such contempt. 

If thy revengeful heart cannot forgive. 

Lot here I lend thee this sharp-pointed sword; 
Which if thou please to hide in mis true breast, 
And let the soul forth that adoreth thee, 177 
I lay it open to the deadly stroke. 

And humbly beg the death upon my knee. 
life lays his breast open: she offers at 
it with his sword. 
Nay. do not pause; for I did kill King Henry; 
But ’twas thy beauty that provoked me. 181 
Nay, now dispatch; ’twas I that stabb’d young 
Edward; [She again offers at his breast. 
But ’twas thy heavenly face that set me on. 

[SAe lets fall the sword. 
Take up the sword again, or take up me. 184 
Anne. Arise, dissembler: though I wish thy 
(fcathg 

I will not be thy executioner. 

Glo. Then bid me kill myself, and I will do it. 
Anne. I have already. 

Glo. That was in thy rage: 

Speak it again, and, even with the word, 289 
Inis hand, which for thy love did kill thy love. 
Shall, for thy love, kill a far truer love: 

To both their deaths shalt thou be accessa r y. 19s 
Anne. I would I knew thy heart. 

Glo. Tie figur’d in my tongue. 

» Anne. I fear me both are false. 

Glo. Then never man was true. 196 

Anne. Well, well, put up your sword. 

Glo. Say, then, my peace is made. 

Anne. That shalt thou know hereafter. 

Glo. But shall I live in hope! aoo 

Anne. All men, I hope, live so. 

Glo. Vouchsafe to wear this ring. 

Anne. To take is not to give. 

[Sne puts on the ring. 
Glo. Look, how my ring encompasseth tin' 
finger, 304 

Even so tny breast encloseth my poor heart; 
Wear both of them, for both of them are thine. 
And if thy poor devoted servant may 
But beg one favour at thy gracious hand, set 
Thou dost confirm his happiness for ever. 
Anne. What is it? 

Glo. That it may please you leave these sad 


To him that hath moat cause to be a mourner. 
And presently repair to Crosby-place; 223 

Where, after! have solemnly mterr’d 
At Chertsey monastery this noble king. 

And wet his pave with my repentant tears, 

I will with an expedient dnty see you: ary 
For diver* unknown reasons, I beseech you. 
Grant me this boon. 

Anne. With all my heart; and much it Joys 
me too aso 

D> see you are become so penitent 

1 and Berkeley, go along with na 


Glo. Bid me farewell. 

Anne. Tis more than yon deserve; 

But since you teach me how to flatter you. 
Imagine I have said farewell already. 225 
[Exeunt LADY ANNE, TRESSEL, and 
BERKELEY. 

Glo. Sirs, take up the corse. 

Gent. Toward Chertsey, noble lord? 

Glo. No, to White-Friars; there attend my 
coming. f Exeunt all but Gloucester. 

Was ever woman w this humour woo’d? 229 
Was ever woman in this humour won? 

Fll have her; but I will not keep her long. 
What! 1 , that kill’d her husband, and his lather, 
To take her in her heart's extremest hate; 233 
With curses in her mouth, tears in her eyes. 
The bleeding witness of her hatred by; 

Having Goa, her c o nsc i ence , and these bars 
against me, 236 

And nothing I to back my suit withal 
But the plain devil and dissembling looks 
And yet to win her, all the world to nothing! 
Ha! 240 

Hath she forgot already that brave prince, 
Edward, her lord, whom i, some three months 
since, 

Stabb’d in my angry mood at Tewksbuiy? 

A sweeter and a lovelier gentleman, 344 

Fram’d iq the prodigality of nature. 

Young, valiant, wise, and, no doubt, right royal. 
The spacious world cannot again afford: 

And will she yet abase her eyes on me, 248 

That cropp’d the golden prime of this sweet 
prince. 

And made her widow to a woefol bed? 

On me, whose all not equals Edward's moiety? 
On me, that halt and am misshapen thus? 232 
My dukedom to a beggarly doner 
I do mistake my person all this while: 

Upon my Hfa, she finds, although I cannot. 
Myself to be a marvellous proper man. 236 
Fll be at charges for a looking-glass, 

And entertain a score or two*of tailors. 

To study fashions to adorn my body: 

Since I am crept In favour with myself, 260 
I wffl maintain it with some little cost 
But first FU turn yon fellow in his grave. 

And then return lamenting to my love. 363 
Shine out, fair sun, till I have bought a glass, 
That I may see my shadow aa I pass. [Exit. 

Scene in.— London. A Room in the Palace. 
Enter queen Elizabeth, lord rivers, and 

LORD OBEY. 

Rtr. Have patience, madam: then’s no 
doubt his majesty 

Wfil soon recover his accustom’d health. 
Grey. In that you brook it ill, it makes him 
worse: 

Therefore, for God's sake, entertain good com¬ 
fort, 4 

And cheer his Grace with quick and merry 
words. 

Q. EUz. If he wen dead, what would betide 
on me? 
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Grey. No other harm but lots of tuch a lord. 

Q. EUz. The lose of such a lord Includes all 

harms. 8 

Grey. The heavens have bless’d you with a 
goodly son, 

To be your comforter when he Is gone. 

Q. EUz. Ah! he to young; and his minority 
Is put into the trust of Richard Gloucester, ia 
A man that loves not me, nor none of you. 

Riv. Is it concluded he shall be protector! 

< 2 . EUz. It is determin'd, not concluded yet: 
But so it must be if the king miscarry. 16 
Enter BUCKINGHAM and Stanley. 

Grey. Here come the Lords of Buckingham 
and Stanley. 

Buck. Good time of day unto your royal 
Grace! 

Stan. God make your majesty joyfiil as you 
have been] 

Q. EUz. The Countess Richmond, good my 
Lord of Stanley, so 

To your good prayer will scarcely say amen. 
Yet, Stanley, notwithstanding she’s your wife. 
And loves not me, be you, good lord, assur’d 
I hate not you for her proud arrogance. as 

Stan. I do beseech you, either not believe 
The envious slanders of her false accusers; 

Or, if she be accus'd on true report. 

Bear with her weakness, which, I think, proceeds 
From wayward sickness, and no grounded 
malice. 39 

Q. EUz. Saw you the king to-day, my Lord 
of Stanley? 

Stan. But now the Duke of Buckingham 
and I, 

Are come from visiting his majesty. 33 

Q. EUz. What likelihood of his amendment, 
lords? 

Buck. Madam, good hope; his Grace speaks 
cheerfully. 

Q. EUz. God grant him health! did you con¬ 
fer with him? 

Buck. Ay, madam: he desires to make atone¬ 
ment 3 * 

Between the Duke of Gloucester and your 
brothers, 

And between them and my lord chamberlain; 
And sent to warn them to Ms royal presence. 

Q. EUz. Would all were welll But that will 
never be. 40 

I fear our happiness to at the highest. 

£h/er Gloucester, hasto is, and DORSET. 

Glo. They do me wrong, and I will not en¬ 
dure it: 

Who are they that complain unto the long. 
That I, forsooth, am stem and love them not? 
By how Paul, they love his Grace but lightly 
That flu his ears with such dtosentious rumours. 
Because I cannot flatter and speak fitir. 

Smile In men's frees, smooth, deceive, and cog, 
Duck with French nods and apish courtesy, 49 
Lmust be held a rancorous enemy. 

Cannot a ©lain man live and think no harm. 
But this his simple truth must be abus’d 5 * 
By silken, sly, insinuating Jacks? 


Grey. To whom in aU this presence gpeaks 
your Grace? 

Gb. To thee, that hast nor honesty nor grace. 
When have I injur'd thee? when done thee 
wrong? 56 

Or thee? or thee? or any of your faction? 

A plague upon you all! His royal person,— 
Whom God preserve better than you would 
wish!— 

Cannot be quiet scarce a breathing-while, So 
But you must trouble him with lewd complaints. 
Q. EUz. Brother of Gloucester, you mistake 
the matter. 

The king, on his own royal disposition. 

And not provok'd by any suitor else, 64 

Aiming, belike, at your mtenor hatred. 

That in your outward action shows itself 
Against my children, brothers, and myself. 
Makes him to send; that thereby he may. 

gather 68 

The ground of your ill-will, and so remove it. 

Gb. I cannot tell; the world to grown so bad 
That wrens make prey where eagles dare not 
perch: 

Since every Jack became a gentleman n 

There's many a gentle person made a Jack. 

Q. EUz. Come, come, we know your mean¬ 
ing, brother Gloucester; 

You envy my advancement and my friends’. 
God grant we never may have need of you! 7<s 
Gb. Meantime, God grants that we have 
need of you: 

Our brother is imprison’d by your means. 
Myself disgrac'd, and the nobility 
Held in contempt; while great promotions 
Are daily given to ennoble those 81 

That scarce, some two days since, were worth 
a noble. 

Q. EUz. By him that rais'd me to this care¬ 
ful height 

From that contented hap which I enjoy'd, 84 
I never did incense his majesty 
Against the Duke of Clarence, but have been 
An earnest advocate to plead for him. 

My lord, you do me shameful injury, ss 
Falsely to draw me in these vile suspects. 

Gb. You may deny that you were not the 
mean 

Of my Lord Hastings' late Imprisonment 
Riv. She may, my lord; for— 92 

Gb. She may, Lord Rivers! why, who knows 
not so? 

She may do more, sir, than denying that: 

She may help you to many fair preferments. 
And then deny her aiding hand therein, »tf 

And lay those honours on your high deserts. 
What may she not? She may,—ay, many, 
may she,— 

Riv. What marry, may she? 

Gb. What marry, may she! marry with a 
king, in 

A bachelor, a handsome stripling too. 

I wis your grandam had a worser match. 

Q. EUz. My Lord of Gloucester, I have too 
long borne 

Your blunt uphrmkUngs ana your bitter sco&; 
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Q. Mar. As little joy enjoys the queen thereof; 
For I am she, and altogether joyless. ij6 
1 can no longer hold me patient. Advancing. 
Hear me, you wrangling pirates, that fall out 
In sharing that which you have pill’d from me! 
Which of you trembles not that looks on me? 
If not, that, I being queen, you bow like sub¬ 
jects, 161 

Yet that, by you depos’d, you quake like rebels ? 
Ah! gentle villain, do not turn away. 

Glo. Foul wrinkled witch, what mak’st thou 
in my sight? i6 4 

Q. Mar. But repetition of what thou hast 
marr’d; 

That will I make before I let thee go. 

Glo. Wert thou not banished on pain of 
death ? 

Q. Mar. I was; but I do find more pain in 
banishment 168 

Than death can yield me here by my abode. 

A husband and a son thou ow’st to me, 

And thou, a kingdom; all of you, allegiance: 
This sorrow that I have by right is yours, 17a 
And all the pleasures you usurp are mine. 

Glo. The curse my noble father laid on thee. 
When thou didst crown his war-like brows with 


By heaven, I will acquaint his majesty 105 
Of those gross taunts that oft I have endur’d. 

I had rather be a country servantmaid 
Than a great queen, with this condition, xo 8 
To be so baited, scorn’d, and stormed at 
S mall joy have I in being England’s queen. 

Enter queen Margaret, behind. 

Q. Mar. [Apart.] And lessen’d be that small, 

God, 1 beseech him! 

Thy honour, state, and seat is due to me. 112 
Glo. What 1 threat you me with telling of the 
king? 

Tell him, and spare not: look, what I have said 
1 will avouch in presence of the king: 

I dare adventure to be sent to the Tower. 116 

Tis time to speak; my pains are quite forgot. 

Q. Mar. lApart.] Out, devil! I remember 
them too well: 

Thou kill’dst my husband Henry in the Tower, 

And Edward, my poor son, at Tewksbury. 120 
Glo. Ere you were queen, ay, or your hus¬ 
band king, 

1 was a pack-horse in his great affairs, 

A weeder-out of his proud adversaries, 

A liberal rewarder of his friends; 124 

To royalize his blood I spilt mine own. paper, , . _.. 

Q. Mar. Ay, and much better blood than his. And with thy scorns drew st livers from his 
or thine. eves: - 176 

Glo. in all which time you and your husband 
Grey 

Were factious for the house of Lancaster; 

And, Rivers, so were you. Was not your hus¬ 
band 129 

In Margaret’s battle at Saint Alban’s slain? 

Let me put in your minds, if you forget. 

What you have been ere now, and what you are; 

Withal, what X have been, and what I am. 133 
Q. Mar. A murderous villain, and so still 
thou art. 

Glo. Poor Clarence did forsake his father, 

Warwick, 

Ay, and forswore himself,—which Jesu par¬ 
don!— I 3 « 

g . Mar. Which God revenge! 

Id. To fight on Edward’s party for the 
crown; 

And for his meed, poor lord, he is mew’d up. 

I would to God my heart were flint, like Ed¬ 
ward’s; 140 

Or Edward’s soft and pitiful, like mine: 

I am too childish-foolish for this world. 

Q. Mar. Hie thee to hell for shame, and 
leave this world. 

Thou eacodemon! there thy kingdom is. 144 

Riv. My Lord of Gloucester, in those busy 
days 

Which here you urge to prove us enemies. 

We follow’d then our lord, our lawful king; 

So should we you, if you should be our king. 

Gib. If I should be! I had rather be a pedlar. 

Far be it from my heart the thought thereof! -——, — -- - 

Q. Ettz. As little joy, my lord, as you suppose Outlive thy story, like my wretched self! 

You should enjoy, were you this country’s king. Long maystthou live to wail thy children s 

As little joy you may suppose in me tS 3 loss, ._ 

That I enjoy, being the queen thereof. And see another, as I see thee now, 


eyes; . . . , -. 

And then, to dry them, gav’st die duke a clout 
Steep’d in the faultless blood of pretty Rutland; 
His curses, then from bitterness of soul 
Denounc’d against thee, are all fall’n upon 
thee; 180 

And God, not we, hath plagu’d thy bloody deed. 
0 . Eliz. So just is God, to right the innocent. 
Hast. O! ’twas the foulest deed to slay that 
babe, 

And the most merciless, that e’er was heard of. 
Riv. Tyrants themselves wept when it was 
reported. «»S 

Dors. No man but prophesied revenge for it. 
Buck. Northumberland, then present, wept 
to see it. 

Q. Mar. What! -were you snarling all before 
I came, ,s ® 

Ready to catch each other by the throat, 

And turn you all your hatred now on me? 

Did Yorkls dread curse prevail so much with 
heaven „ , 

That Henry’s death, my lovely Edward s death. 
Their kingdom’s loss, my woeful banishment. 
Should all but answer for that peevish brat? 
Can curses pierce the clouds and enter heaven ? 
Why then, give way, dull clouds, to my quick 
curses! .. i» 6 

Though not by war, by surfeit die your king. 
As ours by murder, to make him a king! 
Edward, thy son, that now is Prince of Wales, 
For Ed ward, my son, which was Prince ofWales, 
Die in his youth by like untimely violence 1 
Thyself a queen, for me that was a queen. 


x>4 
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Deck’d in thy rights, as thou art stall’d in mine! 
Long die thy happy days before thy death; 
And, after many lengthen’d hours of grief, 208 
Die neither mother, wife, nor England's Queen 1 
Riven, and Dorset, you were slanders by,— 
And so wast thou. Lord Hastings,—when my 
son 

Was stabb’d with bloody daggers: God, I pray 
him, an 

That none of you may live your natural age. 
But by some unlook’d accident cut off. 

Glo. Have done thy charm, thou hateful 
wither’d hag! 

Q. Mar. And leave out thee? stay, dog, for 
thou shall hear me. 216 

If heaven have any grievous plague in store 
Exceeding those that I can wish upon thee, 

O! let them keep it till thy sins be ripe. 

And then hurl down their indignation 220 

On thee, the troubier of the poor world’s peace. 
The worm of conscience still begnaw thy soul! 
Thy friends suspect for traitors while thou liv’st 
And take deep traitors for thy dearest friends! 
No sleep close up that deadly eye of thine, 225 
Unless It be while some tormenting dream 
Affrights thee with a hell of ugly devils! 

Thou elvish-mark'd, abortive, rooting hog! 228 
Thou that wist seal'd in thy nativity 
The slave of nature and the son of hell! 

Thou slander of thy mother’s heavy womb! 
Thou loathed issue of thy father’s loins! 232 
Thou rag of honour! thou detested— 

Glo. Margaret! 

Q. Mar. Richard! 

Glo. Ha! 

Q. Mar. I call thee not. 

Glo. I cry thee mercy then, for 1 did think 
That thou hadst call’d me all these bitter names. 
Q. Mar. Why, so I did; but look’d for no 
reply. 237 

O! let me make the period to my curse. 

Glo. Tis done by me, and ends in ‘Mar* 
garet.’ 

0 . Eliz. Thus have you breath’d your curse 
against yourself. 240 

Q. Mar. Poor painted queen, vain flourish 
of my fortune! 

Why strew’st thou sugar on that bottled spider, 
Whose deadly web ensnareth thee about? 
Fooi, fool! thou whet’st a knife to kill thyself. 
The day will come that thou shalt wish for me 
To help thee curse this pois’nous bunch-back’d 
toad. 

Hast. False-boding woman, end thy frantic 
curse. 

Lest to thy harm thou move our patience. 248 
Q. Mar. Foul shame upon you! you have all 
mov’d mine. 

■Riv. Were you well serv'd, you would be 
taught your duty. 

Q. Mar. To serve me well, you all should do 
me duty, 

Teach me to be your queen, and you my sub- 
Jects: 2J2 

” serve me well, and teach yourselves that duty. 
Dor. Dispute not with her, she is lunatic. 


Q. Mar. Peace! Master marquess, you lie 
malapert: 

Your fire-new stamp of honour is scarce cur¬ 
rent. 236 

O! that your young nobility could judge 
What ’twere to lose it, and be miserable! 

They that stand high have many blasts to shake 
them. 

And if they fall, they dash themselves to pieces. 
Glo. Good counsel, marry: learn it, learn it, 
marquess. 2&1 

Dor. It touches you, my lord, as much as me. 
Glo. Ay, and much more; but I was bom so 
high. 

Our aery buildeth in the cedar’s top, 264 
And daUies with the wind, and scorns the sun. 
Q. Mar. And turns the sun to shade; alas! 
alas! 

Witness my son, now in the shade of death; 
Whose bright out-shining beams thy cloudy 
wrath 268 

Hath in eternal darkness folded up. 

Your aery buildeth in onr aery’s nest: 

O God! that seest it, do not suffer it; 

As it was won with blood, lost be it so! 27a 
Buck. Peace, peace! for shame, if not for 
charity. 

Q. Mar. Urge neither charity nor shame to 
me: 

Uncharitably with me have you dealt, 

And shamefully my hopes by you are butcher'd. 
My charity is outrage, life my shame; 277 

And in that shame still live my sorrow’s ragel 
Buck. Have done, have done. 

Q. Mar. O princely Buckingham! I’ll kiss 
thy hand, 280 

In sign of league and amity with thee: 

Now fair befall thee and thy noble house! 

Thy garments are not spotted with our blood. 
Nor thou within the compass of my curse. 284 
Buck. Nor no one here; for curses never 
pass 

The lip of those that breathe them in the air. 
Q. Mar. I will not think but they ascend the 
sky. 

And there awake God’s gentle-sleeping peace. 
O Buckingham! take heed of yonder dog: 289 
Look, when he fawns, he bites; and when he 
bites 

His venom tooth will rankle to the death: 
Have not to do with him, beware of him; 292 
Sin, death and hell have set their marks anhjm. 
And all their ministers attend on him. - 
Glo. What doth she say, my Lord of Buck¬ 
ingham? 

Buck. Nothing that I respect, my gracious 
lord. 296 

Q. Mar. What! dost thou scorn me for my 

f entlc counsel, 

soothe the devil that I warn thee from? 
O! but remember this another day. 

When he shall split thy very heart with son- 
row, 300 

And say poor Margaret was a prophetess. 
Live each of you the subject to his hate. 

And he to yours, and all of you to God’s! [Exit. 
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Ban. My halt doth itaDd on end to bear her 
■runes. 304 

Kir. And so doth mine. I muse why she’s 
at liberty. 

Clo. 1 cannot blame her: by God’s holy 
mother. 

She hath had too much wrong, and I repent 
My part thereof that I have done to her. 308 
Q^E fe . I never did her any, to my know* 

Clo. Yet you have all the vantage of her 
wrong. 

I was too hot to do somebody good. 

That is too cold in thinking of It now. 31s 
Marry, as for Clarence, he is well repaid; 

He is fiank’d up to fatting for his pains: 

God pardon them that are the cause thereof I 
Riv. A virtuous and a Christian-like con¬ 
clusion, 316 

To pray for them that have done scath to us. 

Glo. So do I ever [Aside], being weil-advis’d; 
For had I curs’d now, I had cars d myself. 

Enter catbsby. 

Cates. Madam, his majesty doth call for you; 
And for your Grace: ana you, my noble lords. 
Q. Eliz. Catesby, I come. Lords, will you go 
with me? 

Riv. We wait upon your Grace. 

[Exeunt all but Gloucester. 
Glo. I do the wrong, and first begin to brawl. 
The secret mlschieft that I set abroach 313 
I lay unto the grievous charge of others. 
Clarence, whom I, indeed, have cast in dark- 
ness, 

I do beweep to many simple gulls; 3*8 

Namely, to Stanley, Hastings, Buckingham; 
And tell them ’da the queen and her allies 
That stir the king against the duke my brother. 
Now they believe it: and withal whet me 33a 
To be reveng'd on Rivers, Vaughan, Grey; 
But then I sigh, and, with a piece of scripture. 
Tell them that God bids us do good for evil: 
And thus I clothe my naked vfflany 336 
With odd old ends stol’n forth of holy writ, 
And seem a saint when most I play the devil. 

Enter two Murderers. 

But soft! here come my executioners. 

How now, my hardy, stout resolved mates! 340 
Are you now going to dispatch this thing? 
First Murd. We ere, my lord; and come to 
have the warrant. 

That we may be admitted where he is. 343 
Glo. Well t hou ght upon; I have it here about 
me: [Gives the warrant. 

When you have done, repair to Crosby-place. 
But, sirs, be sudden in the execution. 

Withal obdurate, do not hear him plead; 

For Gtaenoe is well-spoken, and perhapa 34s 
May move your hearts to pity, if you mark 
him. 

First Murd. Tut, tut, my lord, we will not 
to prate; 

Talkers are no good doers: be assur’d 
We go to use our hands and not our tongues, ss* 
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Glo. Your eyes drop millstones, when fools' 
eyes fall tears: 

I like you, lads: about your business straight; 
Go, go, dispatch. 

First Murd. We wiQ, my noble lord, 

[Exeunt. 

Scene IV.— The Same. The Tower. 

Enter CLARENCE and BRAXENBUKY. 

Brak. Why looks your Grace so heavily to¬ 
day? 

Clar. O, I have pass’d a miserable night. 

So full of ugly sights, of ghastly dreams. 

That, as I am a Christian faithful man, 4 
I would not spend another such a night. 
Though ’twere to buy a world of happy days. 
So full of dismal terror was the time. 

Brak. What was your dream, my lord? I 
pray you, tell me. 8 

Clar. Methought that I had broken from the 
Tower, 

And was embark'd to cross to Burgundy; 

And in my company my brother Gloucester, 
Who from my cabin tempted me to walk 22 
Upon the hatches: hence we look’d toward 
England, 

And cited up a thousand heavy times. 

During the wars of York and Lancaster, 

That had befall'n us. As we pac'd along 16 
Upon the giddy footing of the hatches, 
Methought that Gloucester stumbled; and, in 
falling, 

Struck me, that thought to stay him, overboard. 
Into the tumbling billows of the main. 20 
Lord, Lord! methought what pain it was to 
drown: 

What dreadful noise of water in mine ears! 
What sights of ugly death within mine eyes! 
Methought I saw a thousand fearful wracks; 24 
A thousand men that fishes gnaw’d upon; 
Wedges of gold, great anchors, heaps of pearl, 
Inestimable stones, unvalu ’8 jewels. 

All scatter’d in the bottom of the sea. 28 

Some lay in dead men's skulls; and in those holes 
Where eyes did once inhabit, there were crept. 
As 'twere in scorn of eyes, reflecting gems, 

That woo’d the stony bottom of the deep, 32 
And mock’d the dead bones that lay scatter’d by. 
Brak. Had you such leisure to the time of 
death 

To gaze upon those secrets of the deep? 

Clar. Methought I had; and Often did I 
strive 3 < 

To yield the ghost; bat still the envious flood 
Stopt in my soul, and would not let It forth 
To find the empty, vast, and wandering air; 
But smother’d it within my panting bulk, 40 
Which almost burst to belch it to the sea. 

Brak. Awak’d you not with this sore atony? 
Clar. No, no, my dream was lengthen’d after 
life; 

OI then began the te m pes t to my soul 44 

I pass’d, methought, me melancholy flood, 
With that grim ferryman which poets write of. 
Unto the kingdom of perpetual night. 
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The flnt that there did greet my stranger soul, 
Wat my great father-in-law, renowned War¬ 
wick; 49 

Who cried aloud, 'What scourge for perjury 
Can this dark monarchy afford false Clarence ? ’ 
And so he vanish'd; then came wandering by S2 
A shadow like an angel, with bright hair 
Dabbled in blood; and he shriek’d out aloud, 
‘Clarence is come,—false, fleeting, perjur'd 
Clarence, 

That stabb’d me in the field by Tewksbury;— 56 
Seize on him! Furies, take him unto torment.' 
With that, methought, a legion of fool fiends 
Environ'd me, and howled in mine ears 
Such hideous cries, that, with the very noise 
I trembling wak’d, and, for a season after 61 
Could not believe but that I was in hell. 

Such terrible impression made my dream. 
Brak. Mo marvel, lord, though it affrighted 
you; 64 

I am afraid, methinks, to hear yon tell it. 

Clar. O Brakenbury! I have done these 
tilings 

That now give evidence against my soul. 

For Edward’s sake; and see how he requites 
me. *8 

O God! if my deep prayers cannot appease thee, 
But thou wilt be aveng’d on my misdeeds, 

Yet execute thy wrath on me alone: 

O! spare my guiltless wife and my poor chil¬ 
dren. 73 

I pray thee, gentle keeper, stay by me; 

My soul is heavy, and 1 fain would sleep. 
Brak. 1 will, my lord. God give your Grace 


See. Murd. What! shall we stab him as he 
sleeps! i°» 

First Murd. No: he’ll say 'twas done cow¬ 
ardly, when he wakes. 

Sec. Murd. When he wakes! why, fool, he 
shall never wake till the judgment-day. toj 

First Murd. Why, then he’ll say we stabbed 
him sleeping. 

Sec. Murd. The urging of that word 
‘judgment’ hath bred a kind of remorse in 
me. no 

First Murd. What! art thou afraid? 

See. Murd. Not to kill him, having a warrant 
for it; but to be damn’d for killing him, from 
the which no warrant can defend me. 

First Murd. I thought thou hadst been re¬ 
solute. ti 6 

Sec. Murd. So 1 am, to let him live. 

First Murd. I'll back to the Duke of Glou¬ 
cester, and tell him so. 

Sec. Murd. Nay, I prithee, stay a little: I 
hope my holy humour will change; it was wont 
to hold me but while one tells twenty. 

First Murd. How dost thou feel thyself 
now? I3 4 

Sec. Murd. Some certain dregs of conscience 
are yet within me. 

First Murd. Remember our reward when 
the deed’s done. is* 

Sec. Murd. 'Zounds! he dies: I had forgot 
the reward. 

First Murd. Where's thy conscience now? 

Sec. Murd. In the Duke of Gloucester’s purse. 

First Murd. So when he opens his purse to 


good rest! [clarence sleeps, give us our reward, thy conscience flies out _ 

Sorrow breaks seasons and reposing hours, 76 Sec. Murd. *Tis no matter; let it go: there s 


Makes the night morning, and the noon-tide 
night. . , . 

Princes have but their titles for tbetr glories, 
An outward honour for an inward tod; 

And, for unfelt imaginations, *o 

They often feel a world of restless cares: 

So that, between their titles and low names. 
There’s nothing differs but the outward fame. 

Enter the two Murderers. 

First Murd. Ho! who’s here? *4 

Brak. What wouldst thou, fellow? and how 
cam’st thou thither? 


few or none will entertain it. U* 

First Murd. What if it come to thee again? 

Sec. Murd. I'll not meddle with it; it makes 
a man a coward; a man cannot steal, but it 
accuseth him; a man cannot swear, but it checks 
him; a man cannot lie with his neighbour’s wife, 
but it detects him: 'tis a blushing shamefast 
spirit, that mutinies in a man’s bosom; it fills 
one full of obstacles; it made me once restore 
a purse of gold that I found; it beggars any 
man that keeps it; it is turned out of all towns 
and cities for a dangerous thing; and every 
man that means to Bve well, endeavours to 


Firs, Murd. I would speak with Clarence, and tn*to S^tnd^thTven now a, $ 

elbow, persuading me not to kill the duke. 

Sec. Murd. Take the devil in thy mind, and 
believe him not; he would insinuate with thee 
but to make thee sigh. ... 

First Murd. Tut, I am ltrong-ftamed; he 
cannot prevail with me. is* 

Sec. Murd. Spoke like a tall fellow that re¬ 
spects his reputation. Come, shall we to this 
gear? 

First Murd . Take him over the costard with 
the hilts of thy sword, end then throw him into 
die malmsey-butt in the next room. 

Sec. Murd. O, excellent device! make a top 

164 


I came hither on my legs. 

Brak. What! so brief? ** 

Sec. Murd. ’Tis better, sir, than to be 
tedious.— 

Let him see our commission, and talk no more. 
IA paper is delivered to brakenbury, 
who reads it. 

Brak. I am. In this, commanded to deliver 
The noble Duke of Clarence to your hands: 

I will not reason what is meant hereby, 93 
Because I will be guiltless of the meaning. 
There lies thel duke asleep, and there the keys. 
HI to the king; and signify to him 
That thus I have resign’d to yon my charge. 


First MuXl. Yoo may, sir; ‘tis a point of of him. Mk - 

wisdom: fhre you well. lExir brakenbury. First Murd. soft! ha warn. 
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Sec. Murd. Strike! 

First Murd. No, we’ll reason with him. 
Clar. Where art thou, keeper 1 give me a cup 
of wine. 169 

First Murd. You shall have wine enough, 
my lord, anon. 

Clar. In God’s name, what art thou} 172 
First Murd. A man, as you are. 

Clar. But not, as I am, royal. 

First Murd. Nor you, as we are, loyal. 

Clar. Thy voice is thunder, but thy looks are 
humble. 17s 

First Murd. My voice is now the king’s, my 
looks mine own. 

Clar. How darkly, and how deadly dost thou 
speak I 

Your eyes do menace me: why look you pale} 
Who sentyou hither} Wherefore do you come} 
Both Murd. To, to, to— x 8 r 

Clar. To murder me} 

Both Murd. Ay, ay. 

Clar. You scarcely have the hearts to tell 
me so, 184 

And therefore cannot have the hearts to do 
it. 

Wherein, my friends, have I offended you} 
First Murd. Oifended us you have not, but 
the king. 

Clar. I shall be reconcil’d to him again. 188 
Sec. Murd. Never, my lord; therefore pre¬ 
pare to die. 

Clar. Are you call’d forth from out a world 
of men 

To slay the innocent} What is my offence} 
Where is the evidence that doth accuse me} 
What lawful quest have given their verdict up 
Unto the frowning judge} or who pronounc’d 
The bitter sentence of poor Clarence’ death} 
Before I be convict by course of law, 196 
To threaten me with death is most unlawful. 

I charge you, as you hope to have redemption 
By Christ’s dear blood shed for our grievous 
sins. 

That you depart and lay no hands on me; 100 
The deed you undertake is damnable. 

First Murd. What we will do, we do upon 
command. 

Sec. Murd. And he that hath commanded is 
our king. 

Clar. Erroneous vassal! the great King of 
kings 204 

Hath in the table of his law commanded 
That thou shalt do no murder: will you, then. 
Spurn at his edict and fulfil a man’s} 207 

Take heed; for he holds vengeance in his hand. 
To hurl upon their heads that break his law. 
Sec. Murd. And that same vengeance doth 
he hurl on thee. 

For false forswearing and for murder too: 
Thou didst receive the sacrament to fight sis 
In quarrel of the house of Lancaster. 

First Murd. And, like a traitor to the name 
of God, 

Didst break that vow, and, with thy treacherous 
blade 

Unripp’d* the boweit of thy sovereign’s son. »t» 


Sec. Murd Whom thou wastswom to cherish 
and defend. 

First Murd. How const thou urge God's 
dreadful law to us, 

When thou hast broke it in such dear degree} 
Clar. Alas! for whose sake did I that ill 
deed} 220 

For Edward, for my brother, for his sake: 

He sends you not to murder me for this; 

For in that sin he is as deep as 1 . 

If God will be avenged for the deed, 224 

Ol know you yet, he doth it publicly: 

Take not the quarrel from his powerful arm; 
He needs no indirect or lawless course 
To cut off those that have offended him. 228 

First Murd. Who made thee then a bloody 
minister. 

When gallant-springing, brave Plantagenet, 
That princely novice, was struck dead by thee! 
Clar. My brother's love, the devil, and my 
rage. 232 

First Murd. Thy brother's love, our duty, 
and thy fault. 

Provoke us hither now to slaughter thee. 

Clar. If you do love my brother, hate not 
me; 

I am his brother, and I love him well. 236 
If you are hir’d for meed, go back again. 

And I will send you to my Brother Gloucester, 
Who shall reward you better for my life 
Than Edward will for tidings of my death. 240 
Sec. Murd. You are deceiv’d, your brother 
Gloucester hates you. 

Clar. O, no! he loves me, and he holds me 
dear: 

Go you to him from me. 

Both Murd. Ay, so we will. 

Clar. Tell him, when that our princely father 
York 244 

Bless’d his three sons with his victorious arm. 
And charg’d us from his soul to love each other, 
He little thought of this divided friendship: 
Bid Gloucester think on this, and he will weep. 
First Murd. Ay, millstones; as he lesson’d us 
to weep. 249 

Clar. O! do not slander him, for he is kind. 
First Murd. Right: 

As snow in harvest. Thou deceiv’st thyself: 
Tis he that sends us to destroy you here. 

Clar. It cannot be; for he bewept my fortune, 
And hugg'd me in his arms, and swore, with 
sobs. 

That he would labour my delivery. 256 

First Murd. Why, so he doth, when he de¬ 
livers you 

From this earth’s thraldom to the Joys ofheaven. 
Sec. Murd. Make peace with God, for yoa 
must die, my lord. 

Clar. Hast thou that holy feeling in thy 
soul, 260 

To counsel me to make my peace with God, 
And art thou yet to thy own soul so blind, 
That thou wilt war with God by murdering me} 
O! sirs, consider, he that set you on 264 

To do this deed, will hate you for the deed. 

Sec. Murd. what shall we do} 
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Clar. Relent and save your souls. 

First Murd. Relent! ’tis cowardly, and wo¬ 
manish. 

Clar. Not to relent, is beastly, savage, 
devilish. 268 

Which of you, if you were a prince’s son. 
Being pent from liberty, os I am now, 

If two such murd'rers as yourselves came to 
you. 

Would not entreat for life? 27s 

My friend, I spy some pity in thy looks; 

Of if thine eye be not a flatterer, 

Come thou on my side, and entreat for me, 

As you would beg, were you in my distress: 276 
A begging prince what beggar pities not? 

Sec. Murd. Look behind you, my lord. 

First Murd. [Stabs him.] Take that, and that: 
if all this will not do, 

I’ll drown you in the malmsey-butt within. 28a 
[Exit with the body. 
Sec. Murd. A bloody deed, and desperately 
dispatch'd! 

How fain, like Pilate, would I wash my hands 
Of this most grievous murder. 

Re-enter first Murderer. 

First Murd. How now! what mean’s! thou, 
that thou help’st me not? 284 

By heaven, the duke shall know how slack you 
have been. 

Sec. Murd. I would he knew that I had sav’d 
his brother! 

Take thou the fee, and tell him what I say; 

For I repent me that the duke is slain. [Frit. 
First Murd. So do not I: go, coward as 
thou art. 289 

Well, I’ll go hide the body in some hole. 

Till that the duke give order for his burial: 
And when I have my meed, I will away; 291 
For this will out, and here I must not stay. 

[Exit. 

ACT n 

Scene I. — London. A Room in the Palace. 
Enter KINO EDWARD sick, QUEEN ELIZABETH, 
DORSET, RIVERS, HASTINGS, BUCKINGHAM, 
grey, and Others. 

K. Edw. Why, so: now have I done a good 
day’s work. 

You peers, continue this united league: 

I every day expect an embassage 
From my Redeemer to redeem me hence; 4 
And more in peace my soul shall part to heaven, 
Since I have made my friends at peace on earth. 
Rivers and Hastings, take each other’s hand; 
Dissemble not your hatred, swear your love. 8 
Riv. By heaven, my soul is purg’d from 
grudging hate; 

And with my hand I seal my true heart’s love. 
Hast. So thrive I, as I truly swear the like! 
*. Edw. Take hoed you dally not before 
* your king; 12 

he that is the supreme King of kings 
Confound your hidden falsehood, and award 
cither of you to be the other’s end. 


Hast. So prosper I, as I swear perfect love I 
Riv. And Las llove Hastings with my heart! 
K. Edw. Madam, yourself are not exempt in 
this. 

Nor you, son Dorset, Buckingham, nor you; 

You have been factious one against the other. 20 
Wife,love Lord Hastings, let him kissyour hand; 
And what you do, do it unfeigncdly. 

Q. Eliz. There, Hastings; I will never more 
remember 

Our former hatred, so thrive I and mine! 24 
K. Edw. Dorset, embrace him; Hastings, 
love lord marquess. 

Dor. This interchange of love, I here protest. 
Upon my part shall be inviolable. 

Hast. And so swear I. ( They embrace. 
K. Edw. Now, princely Buckingham, seal' 
thou this league 29 

With thy embracements to my wife’s allies, 
And make me happy in your unity. 

Buck. | To the queen.] Whenever Bucking¬ 
ham doth turn his hate 32 

Upon your Grace, but with all duteous love 
Doth cherish you and yours, God punish me 
With hate in those where I expect most love t 
When I have most need to employ a friend, 36 
And most assured that he is a friend. 

Deep, hollow, treacherous, and full of guile. 
Be he unto me! This do I beg of God, 

When I am cold in love to you or yours. 40 
[They embrace. 
K. Edw. A pleasing cordial, princely Buck¬ 
ingham, 

Is this thy vow unto my sickly heart. 

There wanteth now our brother Gloucester here 
To make the blessed period of this peace. 44 
Buck. And in good time, here comes the 
noble duke. 


Enter Gloucester. 

Glo. Good morrow to my sovereign king 
and queen; 

And princely peers, a happy time of day! 

K. Edw. Happy, indeed, as we have spent 
the day. 48 

Gloucester, we have done deeds of charity; 
Made peace of enmity, fair love of hate. 
Between these swelling wrong-incensed peas. 
Glo. A blessed labour, my most sovereign 
lord. 32 

Among this princely heap, if any here. 

By false intelligence, or wrong surmise. 

Hold me a foe; 

If I unwittingly, or in my rage, 56 

Have aught committed that Is hardly borne 
By any in this presence, I desire 
To reconcile me to his friendly peace: 

Tis death to me to be at enmity; <0 

I hate it, and desire all good men’s love. 

First, madam, I entreat true peace of you. 
Which I will purchase with my duteous service; 
Of you, my noble cousin Buckingham, 64 
If ever any grudge were lodg’d between us; 
Of yon, Lord Rivers, and Lord Grey, of you. 
That all without desert have frown’d on me; 
Of you,LordWoodviie, and Lord Scales, of you 
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Dukes, earls, lords, gentlemen; indeed, of all. 
I do not know that Englishman alive 
With whom my soul is any jot at odds 
More than the infant that is born to-night; 72 
I thank my God for my humility. 

Q. Eliz. A holy day shall this be kept here¬ 
after: 

I would to God all strifes were well compounded. 
Mysov’reignlord.Ido beseech your highness 76 
To take our brother Clarence to your grace. 

Glo. Why,madam,haveIoffer’dloveforthis, 
To be so flouted in this royal presence ? 

Who knows not that the gentle duke is dead ?80 
[They all start. 

You do him injury to scorn his corse. 

K. Edw. Who knows not he is dead! who 
knows he is? 

Q. Eliz. All-seeing heaven, what a world is 
this! 

Buck. Look I so pale. Lord Dorset, as the 
rest! 84 

Dor. Ay, my good lord; and no man in the 
presence 

But his red colour hath forsook his cheeks. 

K. Edw. Is Clarence dead? the order was 
revers’d. 

Glo. But he, poor man, by your first order 
died, 88 

And that a winged Mercury did bear; 

Some tardy cripple bore the countermand, 
That came too lag to see him buried. 9: 

God grant that some, less noble and less loyal. 
Nearer in bloody thoughts, and not in blood. 
Deserve not worse than wretched Clarence did. 
And yet go current from suspicion. 

Enter Stanley. 

Stan. A boon, my sov’reign, for my service 

done! 9s 

K. Edw. I prithee, peace: my soul is full of 
sorrow. 

Stan. I will not rise, unless your highness 
hear me. 

K. Edw. Then say at once, what is it thou 
request'st. 

Stan. The forfeit, sovereign, of my servant’s 
life; 100 

Who stew to-day a riotous gentleman 
Lately attendant on the Duke of Norfolk. 

K. Edw. Have I a tongue to doom my 
brother's death, 101 

And shall that tongue give pardon to a slave? 
My brother kill’d no ma n, his fault was thought; 
And yet his punishment was bitter death. 

Who su’d to me for him? who, in my wrath, 
Kneel'd at my feet, and bade me be advis'd? 
Who spoke of brotherhood ? who spoke of love? 
Who told me how the poor soul did forsake 
The mighty Warwick, and did fight for me? 
Who told me. hi the field at Tewksbury, its 
When Oxford had me down, be rescu’d me, 
And said. 'Dear brother, live, and be a king?* 


All this from my remembrance brutish wrath 
Sinfully pluck'd, and not a man of you iso 
Had so much grace to put it in my mind. 

But when your carters or your waiting-vassals 
Have done a drunken slaughter, and defac’d 
The precious image of our dear Redeemer, 
You straight are on your knees for pardon, 
pardon; 125 

And I, unjustly too, must grant it you; 

But for my brother not a man would speak. 
Nor I, ungracious, speak unto myself 128 

For him, poor soul. The proudest of you all 
Have been beholding to him in his life. 

Yet none of you would once beg for his life. 

O God! I fear, thy justice will take hold 132 
On me and you and mine and yours for this. 
Come, Hastings, help me to my closet Olpoor 
Clarence! 

I Exeunt KINO EDWARD, QUEEN, HASTINGS, 
RIVERS, DORSET, and GREY. 

Glo. This is the fruit of rashness. Mark'd 
you not 

How that the guilty kindred of the queen 136 
Look'd pale when they did hear of Clarence’ 
death? 

O! they did urge it still unto the king: 

God will revenge it. Come, lords; will you go 
To comfort Edward with our company? 140 
Buck. We wait upon your Grace. {Exeunt. 

Scene n.— The Same. A Room in the Palace. 
Enter the duchess of york, with a Son and 
Daughter of clarence. 

Boy. Good grandam, tell us, is our father 
dead? 

Duch. No, boy. 

Dough. Why do you wring your hands, and 
beat your breast. 

And cty—‘O Clarence, my unhappy son? ’ 4 
Boy. Why do you look on us, and shake 
your head. 

And call us orphans, wretches, castaways. 

If that our noble father be alive? 

Duch. My pretty cousins, you mistake me 
much; 8 

I do lament the sickness of the king, 

As loath to lose him, not your father’s death; 
It were lost sorrow to wail one that's lost. 

Boy. Then, grandam, you conclude that he 
is dead. 12 

The king mine uncle is to blame for it: 

God will revenge it; whom I will importune 
With earnest prayers all to that effect. 

Dough. And so will I. is 

Duch. Peace, children, peace! the king doth 
love you well: 

Incapable and shallow innocents. 

You cannot guess who caus’d your father’s 
death. 

Boy. Grandam, we can; for my good uncle 
Gloucester to 


Who tol d me, w hen we bothlay In.the field Told me. the king, provok'd to *t by the queen, 

almost to death, how hedidlap me Devis’d Impeachments to imprison him: 
fY ySfe Ms.nsrments; and did give himself And when my uncle told me so, be wept. 

Ail thin and naked, to the numb cold night? And pitied me, and Mndjy klssu my cheek; 24 
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Bade me rely on him, as on my father. 

And he would love me dearly as his chud. 

Duch. Ah! that deceit should steal such 
gentle shape, 

And with a virtuous vizard hide deep vice. *8 
He is my son, ay, and therein my shame, 

Yet from my dugs he drew not this deceit. 

Boy. Think you my uncle did dissemble, 
gran dam? 

Duch. Ay, boy. 3* 

Boy. I cannot think it Hark! what noise is 
this? 


Ente> queen Elizabeth, distractedly; rivers 
and DORSET following her. 

Q. Elk. Oh 1 who shall hinder me to wail and 
weep. 

To chide my fortune, and torment myself? 

I'll join with black despair against my soul, 36 
And to myself become an enemy. 

Duch. What means this scene of rude im¬ 
patience? 

Q. Elk. To make an act of tragic violence: 
Edward, my lord, thy son, our king, is dead! 
Why grow the branches no w the root is wither’d ? 
Why wither not the leaves that want their sap ? 
If you will live, lament: if die, be brief, 

That our swift-winged souls may catch the king’s; 44 
Or, like obedient subjects, follow him 
To his new kingdom of perpetual rest. 

Duch. Ah! so much interest have I in thy 
sorrow 

As I had title in thy noble husband. 48 

I have bewept a worthy husband’s death, 

And liv’d with looking on his images; 

But now two mirrors of his princely semblance 
Are crack’d in pieces by malignant death, 52 
And I for comfort have but one false glass. 
That grieves me when I see my shame in him. 
Thou art a widow: yet thou art a mother. 

And hast the comfort of thy children left thee: 
But death hath snatch’d my husband from mine 
arms, 57 

And pluck’d two crutches from my feeble limbs, 
Clarence and Edward. O! what cause have I— 
Thine being but a moiety of my grief— 60 
To overgo thy plaints, and drown thy cries 1 
Boy. Ah, aunt, you wept not for our father's 
death; 

How can we aid you with our kindred tears? 
Daugh. Our fatherless distress was left un¬ 
moan’d; 64 

Your widow-dolour likewise be unwept. 

Q. Elk. Give me no help in lamentation; 

I am not barren to bring forth complaints: 
All springs reduce their currents to mine eyes, 
That I, being govern’d by the wat’ry moon, so 
May send forth plenteous tears to drown the 
world! 

Ah 1 for my husband, for my dear Lord Edward 1 
Chit. Ah! for our father, for our dear Lord 
Clarence! 72 

■ Duch. Alas! for both, both mine, Edward 
and Clarence! 

Q. Elk. What stay had I but Edward? and 
he’s gone. 


CM. What stay had we but Clarence? and 
he’s gone. 

Duch. What stays had I but they? and they 
are gone. 7 6 

<?. Elk. Was never widow had so dear a loss. 
Chil. Were never orphans had so dear a loss. 
Duch. Was never mother had so dear a loss. 
Alas! I am the mother of these griefs: 80 

Their woes are parcell'd, mine are general. 
She for an Edward weeps, and so do I; 

I for a Clarence weep, so doth not she: 

These babes for Clarence weep, and so do I; 84 
1 for an Edward weep, so do not they: 

Alas! you three, on me, threefold distress’d, 
Pour all your tears; I am your sorrow’s nurae. 
And I will pamper it with lamentation. 88 
Dor. Comfort, dear mother: God is much 
displeas'd 

That you take with unthankfulness his doing. 
In common worldly things ’tis call’d ungrateful 
With dull unwillingness to repay a debt 92 
Which with a bounteous hand was kindly lent; 
Much more to be thus opposite with heaven. 
For it requires the royal debt it lent you. 

Riv. Madam, bethink you, like a careful 
mother, 96 

Of the young prince your son: send straight for 
him; ■ 

Let him be crown’d; in him your comfort lives. 
Drown desperate sorrow in dead Edward's 
grave, 99 

And plant your joys in living Edward’s throne. 

Enter GLOUCESTER, BUCKINGHAM, STANLEY. 
HASTINGS, RATCLIFF, and Others. 

Glo. Sister, have comfort,: all of us have cause 
To wail the dimming of our shining star; 

But none can cure their harms by wailing them. 
Madam, my mother, I do cry you mercy; 104 
I did not gee your Grace: humbly on my knee 
I crave your blessing. 

Duch. God bless thee! and put meekness In 
thy mind. 

Love, charity, obedience, and true duty. 108 
Glo. Amen; [Aside.] and make me die a 
good old man] 

That is the butt-end of a mother’s blessing; 

I marvel that her Grace did leave it out. 

Buck. You cloudy princes and heart-sorrow¬ 
ing peers, na 

That oear this heavy mutual load of moan. 
Now cheer each other in each other's love: 
Though we have spent our harvest of this king , 
We are to reap the harvest of his son. 116 
The broken rancour of your high-swoln hearts, 
But lately splinter'd, knit, and join’d together, 
Must gently be preserv’d, cherish’d, and kept: 
Me seemeth good, that, with some little tram, 
Forthwith from Ludlow the young prince be 
fetch’d I2i 

Hither to London, to be crown’d our king. 
Riv. Why with some little train, my Lord of 
Buckingham? 

Buck. Marry, my lord, lest, by a multitude. 
The new-heard wound of malice should break 
out; uj 
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Which would be so much the mote dangerous. 
By how much the estate is green and yet un¬ 
govern’d; 

Where every horse bears his commanding rein. 
And may direct his course as please himself, 129 
As well the fear of harm, as harm apparent, 

In my opinion, ought to be prevented. 

Glo. 1 hope the king made peace with all of 
us: 132 

And the compact is firm and true in me. 

JRiv. And so in me; and so, I think, in all: 
Yet, since it is but green, it should be put 
To no apparent likelihood of breach, 136 

Which haply by much company might be urg’d: 
Therefore I say with noble Buckingham, 

That it is meet so few should fetch the prince. 
Hast. And so say 1 . 140 

Glo. Then be it so: and go we to determine 
Who they shall be that straight shall post to 
Ludlow. 

Madam, and you my mother, will you go 
To give your censures in this business! 144 
[Exeunt alt except BUCKINGHAM and 
GLOUCESTER. 

Buck. My lord, whoever journeys to the 
prince. 

For God’s sake, let not us two stay at home: 
For by the way I’ll sort occasion. 

As index to the story we late talk’d of, 148 
To part the queen's proud kindred from the 
prince. 

Glo. My other self, my counsel’s consistory. 
My oracle, my prophet 1 My dear cousin, 

L as a child, will go by thy direction. 152 
Towards Ludlow then, for we’ll not stay be¬ 
hind. 1 Exeunt. 

Scene HI.— The Same. A Street. 

Enter two Citizens, meeting. 

First Cit. Good morrow, neighbour: whither 
away so fast? 

Sec. Cit. I promise you, I scarcely know 
myself: 

Hear you the news abroad ? 

First Cit. Ay; that the king is dead. 

Sec. Cit. Ill news, by’r lady; seldom comes 
the better: a 

I fear, I fear, ’twill prove a giddy world. 


And in his full and ripen’d years himself. 

No doubt, shall then and till then govern wefi. 
First Cit. So stood the state when Henry the 
Sixth 16 

Was crown’d at Paris but at nine months old. 
Third Cit. Stood the state so? no, no, good 
friends, God wot; 

For then this land was famously enrich’d 
With politic grave counsel; then the king 20 
Had virtuous uncles to protect his Grace. 

First Cit. Why, so hath this, both by his 
father and mother. 

Third Cit. Better it were they all came by 
his father. 

Or by his father there were none at all; 24 
For emulation, who shall now be nearest. 

Will touch us all too nea.. if God prevent not. 
O! full of danger is the Duke of Gloucester! 
And the queen's sons and brothers haught and 
proud; 28 

And were they to be rul’d, and not to rule, 

This sickly land might solace as before. 

First Cit. Come, come, we fear the worst; 
all will be well. 

Third Cit. When clouds are seen, wise men 
put on their cloaks; 32 

When great leaves fall, then winter is at hand; 
When the sun sets, who doth not look for night? 
Untimely storms make men expect a dearth. 
All may be well; but, if God sort it so, 36 
’Tis more than we deserve, or I expect. 

Sec. Cit. Truly, the hearts of men are full of 
fear: 

You cannot reason almost with a man 
That looks not heavily and full of dread. 40 
Third Cit. Before the days of change, still is 
it so: 

By a divine instinct men’s minds mistrust 
Ensuing danger; as, by proof, we see 
The waters swell before a boisterous storm. 44 
But leave it all to God. Whither away? 

Sec. Cit. Marry, we were sent for to the 
justices. * 

Third Cit. And so was I: I’ll bear you 
company. [Exeunt. 


Scene IV .—The Same. A Room in the 
Palace. 


Enter a third Citizen. 

Third Cit. Neighbours, God speed! 

First Cit. Give you good morrow, sir. 

Third Cit. Doth the news hold of good King 
Edward’s death? 

Sec. Cit. Ay, sir, it is too true; God help the 
while! 8 

Third Cit. Then, masters, look to see a 
troublous world. 

First Cit. No, no; by God's good grace, his 
son shall reign. 

Third Cit. Woe to that land that’s govern'd 
by a child! 

Sec. Cit. In him there is a hope of govern¬ 
ment. S2 

That in his nonage council under him. 


Enter the ARCHBISHOP OF YORK, the young DUKE 
OF YORK, QUEEN ELIZABETH, and the DUCHESS 
OF YORK. 

Arch. Last night, I hear, they lay at North¬ 
ampton; 

At Stony-Stratford they do rest to-night: 
To-morrow, or next day, they will be here. 
Duch. I long with all my heart to see the 
prince. 4 

I hope he is much grown since last I saw him. 

Q. Etiz. But I hear, no; they say my son of 
York 

Hath almost overta’en him in his growth. 
York. Ay, mother, but I would not have it so. 
Duch. Why, my young cousin, it is good to 
grow. » 
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York. Grandam, one night, as we did sit at 
supper. 

My uncle Rivers talk’d how I did grow 
More than my brother: ‘Ay,’ quoth my uncle 
Gloucester, 12 

‘Small herbs have grace, great weeds do grow 
apace:' 

And since, methinks, I would not grow so fast, 
Because sweet flowers are slow andwceds make 
haste. 

Duch. Good faith, good faith, the saying did 
not hold is 

In him that did object the same to thee: 

He was the wretched’st thing w hen he was young, 
So long a-growing, and so leisurely, 

That, it his rule were true, he should be gracious. 
Arch. And so, no doubt, he is, my gracious 
madam. 21 

Duch. 1 hope he is; but yet let mothers doubt. 
York. Now, by my troth, if I had been re¬ 
member’d, 

I could have given my uncle's grace a flout, 22 
To touch his growth nearer than he touch’d 
mine. 

Duch. How, my young York? I prithee, let 
me hear it. 

York. Marry, they say my uncle grew so fast. 
That he could gnaw a crust at two hours oid: 28 
'Twas full two years ere I could get a tooth. 
Grandam, this would have been a biting jest. 
Duch. 1 prithee, pretty York, who told thee 
this? 

York. Grandam, his nurse. 32 

Duch. His nurse 1 why, she was dead ere thou 
wast bom. 

York. If ’twere not she, I cannot tell who 
told me. 

Q. Eliz. A parlous boy: go to, you are too 
shrewd. 

Arch. Good madam, be not angry with the 
child. 36 

Q. Eliz. Pitchers have ears. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Arch. Here comes a messenger. What news? 
Mess. Such news, my lord, as grieves me to 
report. 

0 . Eliz. How doth the prince? 

Mess. Well, madam, and in health. 

Duch. What is thy news? 41 

Mess. Lord Rivers and Lord Grey are sent 
to Pomfret, 

With them Sir Thomas Vaughan, prisoners. 
Duch. Who hath committed them? 

Mess. The mighty dukes, 44 

Gloucester and Buckingham. 

Arch. For what offence? 

Mess. The sum of all I can I have disclos’d: 
Why or for what the nobles were committed 
Is all unknown to me, my gracious lord. 48 
Q. Eliz. Ah mel I see the ruin of my house! 
The tiger now hath seiz’d the gentle hind; 
insulting tyranny begins to jet 
upon the innocent and aweless throne: 5 » 
Welcome, destruction, death, and massacre! 

I see, as in a map, the end of all 


Duch. Accursed and unquiet wrangling day*. 
How many of you have mine eyes beheld! 56 
My husband lost his life to get the crown, 

And often up and down my sons were toss'd, 
For me to joy and weep their gain and loss: 
And being seated, and domestic broils 60 
Clean over-blown, themselves, the conquerors 
Make war upon themselves; brother to brother, 
Blood to blood, self against self: 01 preposter¬ 
ous 

And frantic outrage, end thy damned spleen; 64 
Or let me die, to look on death no more. 

Q. Eliz. Come, come, my boy; we will to 
sanctuary. 

Madam, farewell. 

Duch. Stay, I will go with you. 

Q. Eliz. You have no cause. 

Arch. [To the QUEEN.J My gracious lady, go; 
And thither bear your treasure and your goods 
For my part. I’ll resign unto your Grace 
The seal I keep; and so betide 10 me 
As well I tender you and all of yours! 72 
Come; I’ll conduct you to the sanctuary. 

[Exeunt. 

ACT m 

Scene I.— The Same. A Street. 

The Trumpets sound. Enter the prince of wales, 
GLOUCESTER, BUCKINGHAM, CATESBY, CARDI¬ 
NAL bourchier, and Others. 

Buck. Welcome, sweet prince, to London, to 
your chamber. 

GIo. Welcome, dear cousin, my thoughts’ 
sovereign; 

The weary way hath made you melancholy. 
Prince. No, uncle; but our crosses on the 
way 4 

Have made it tedious, wearisome, and heavy: 
1 want more uncles here to welcome me. 

GIo. Sweet prince, the untainted virtue of 
your years 

Hath not yet div’d into the world’s deceit: 8 
No more can you distinguish of a man 
Than of his outward show; which, God he 
knows. 

Seldom or never jumpeth with the heart. 

Those uncles which you want were dangerous; 
Your Grace attended to their sugar’d words, 13 
But look’d not on the poison of their hearts: 
God keep you from them, and from such false 
friends! 

Prince. God keep me from false friends 1 but 
they were none. 16 

GIo. My lord, the Mayor of London comes to 
greet you. 

Enter the Lord Mayor and his Train. 
May. God bless your Grace with health and 
happy days! 

Prince. I thank you, good my lord; and 
thank you all. 

I thought my mother and my brother York 20 
Would long ere this have met us on the way: 
Fie! what a slug i* Hastings, that he comes not 
To tell us whether they will come or no. 
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Enter Hastings. 

Buck. And in good time here comes the 
sweating lord. 34 

Prince, welcome, my lord. What, will our 
mother come? 

Hast. On what occasion, God he knows, 
not I, 

The Queer your mother, and your brother York. 
Have taken sanctuary: the tender prince 28 
Would fain have cotne with roe to meet your 
Grace, 

But by his mother was perforce withheld. 

Buck. Fie! what an indirect and peevish 
course 31 

Is this of hers! Lord Cardinal, will your Grace 
Persuade the queen to send the Duke of Y ork 
Unto his princely brother presently? 

If site deny. Lord Hastings, go with him. 

And from her jealous arms pluck liim perforce. 
Card. My Lord of Buckingham, if my weak 
oratory 37 

Can from his mother win the Duke of York, 
Anon expect him here; but if she be obdurate 
To mild entreaties, God in heaven forbid 40 
We should infringe the holy privilege 
Of blessed sanctuary! not tor all this land 
Would I be guilty of so great a sin. 

Buck. You are too senseless-obstinate, my 
lord, 44 

Too ceremonious ano traditional: 

Weigh it but with the grossness of this age. 

You break not sanctuary in seizing him. 

The benefit thereof is always granted 48 
To those whose dealings have deserv’d the place 
And those who have the wit to claim the place: 
This prince hath neither claim’d it, nor deserv’d 
it; 5 « 

And therefore, in mine opinion, cannot have it: 
Then, taking him from thence that is not there. 
You break no privilege nor charter there. 

Oft have I heard of sanctuary men. 

But sanctuary children ne’er till now. 56 

Card. My lord, you shall o'er-rule my mind 
for once. 

Come on. Lord Hastings, will you go with me? 
Hast. I go, my lord. 

Prince. Good lords, make au the speedy 
haste you may. bo 

[Exeunt cardinal BOURCHrer. and 
HASTINGS. 

Say, unde Gloucester, if our brother come, 
Where shall we sojourn till our coronation? 
Glo. Where it seems best unto your royal 
self. 

If I may counsel you, some day or two 64 
Your highness shall repose you at the Tower: 
Then where you please, and shall be thought 
moat fit 

For your best health and recreation. 

Prince. Ido not like the Tower, of any place: 
Did luliusOesar build that place, my ford? <9 
Buck. He did, my gracious lord, begin that 


Whfc 


lace, 


Jch, since, tucceeding ages have re-edified. 
Prince. Is it upon record, or else reported 7a 


Successively tom age to age, he built it? 
Buck. Upon record, my gracious lord. 
Pnnce. But say, my lord, it were not regis¬ 
ter’d, 

Methinks the truth should live from age to age. 
As 'twere retail'd to all posterity, 77 

Even to the general .’.Li-ending day. 

Glt>. | Aside.] So wise so young, they say, do 
never live long. 

Prince. What say you, uncle? So 

Cio. I say, without characters, fame lives 
long. 

[Aside. | Thus, like the formal Vice, Iniquity, 

1 moralize two meanings in one word. 

P-ir.ce. That Julius Cesar was a famous 
man; 84 

With what his valour did enrich his wit. 

His wit set down to make his valour live: 
Death makes no conquest of this conqueror. 
For now he lives in fame, though not in life. 88 
I’ll tell you what, my cousin Buckingham,— 
Buck. What, my gracious lord? 

Prince. An if I live until 1 be a man, 

I’U win our ancient right ir, France again, 94 
Or die a soldier, as I liv’d a king. 

Glo. [Aside.i Short summers lightly have a 
forward spring. 

Enter YORK, Hastings, and cardinal 

BOURCIUtR. 

Buck. Now, in good time, here comes the 
Duke of York. 

Prince. Richard of Yorkl how fares our 
loving brother? 96 

York. Well, my dread lord; so must I call 
you r.ow. 

Prince. Ay, brother, to our grief, as it is 
yours: 

Too late he died that might have kept that title, 
Which by his death hath lost much majesty. 100 
Gin. How fares out cousin, noble Lord of 
York? t 

York. I thank you, gentle uncle, O, my lord, 
Y’ou saici that idle weeds are fast in growth: 
The prince my brother hath outgrown me far. 
Glo. He hath, my lord. 

York. And therefore is he idle? 105 

Glo. O, my fair cousin, I must not say so. 
York. Then he is more beholding to you 
than I. 

Glo. He may command me as my sovereign; 
But you have power in me as in a kinsman. 109 
York. I pray you, uncle, give me this dagger. 
Glo. My dagger, little cousin? with all my 
heart. 

Prince. A beggar, brother? 11a 

York. Of my kind unde, that I know will 
give; 

And, being but a toy, which is no grief to give. 
Glo. A greater gift than that I’ll give my 
cousin. 

York. A greater giftl O, that’s the sword 
to it. it 6 

Glo. Ay, gentle cousin, were it light enough. 
York. O, then, I see, you'll part but with 
light gifts; 
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In weightier things you’ll say a beggar nay. 
Glo. It is too weighty for your Grace to wear. 
York. I weigh it lightly, were it heavier, tai 
Glo. What I would you have my weapon, 
little lord ? 

York. I would, that I might thank you, as 
you call me. 

Glo. How? 134 

York. Little. 

Prince. My Lord of York will still be cross 
in talk. 

Uncle, your Grace knows how to bear with 
him. 

York. You mean, to bear me, not to bear 
with me: 138 

Uncle, my brother mocks both you and me. 
Because that 1 am little, like an ape. 

He thinks that you should bear me on your 
shoulders. 

Buck. With what a sharp provided wit he 
reasons 1 >33 

To mitigate the scorn he gives his unde. 

He prettily and aptly taunts himself: 

So cunning and so young is wonderful. 

Glo. My lord, will’t please you pass along? 
Myself and my good cousin Buckingham 137 
Will to your mother, to entreat of her 
To meet you at the Tower and welcome you. 
York. Whatl will you go unto the Tower, 
my lord? 140 

Prince. My Lord Protector needs will have 
it so. 

York. I shall not sleep in quiet at the Tower. 
Glo. Why, what would you fear? 

York. Marry, my unde Clarence’ angry 
ghost: 144 

My grandam told me he was murder’d there. 
Prince. I fear no uncles dead. 

Glo. Nor none that live, I hope. 

Prince. An if they live, 1 hope, I need not 
fear. 148 

But come, my lord; and, with a heavy heart. 
Thinking on them, go I unto the Tower. 

{Sennet. Exeunt all but Gloucester, 
BUCKINGHAM, and CATESBY. 

Buck. Think you, my lord, this little prating 
York 


Buck. What think’st thou then of Stanley? 
what will he? 

Cate. He will do all in all as Hastings doth. 
Buck. Well then, no more but this: go, 
gentle Catesby, 169 

And, as it were far off, sound thou Lord Hast- 

How fie doth stand affected to our purpose; 
And summon him to-morrow to the Tower, 17a 
To sit about the coronation. 

If thou dost find him tractable to us, 
Encourage him, and tell him all our reasons: 

If he be leaden, icy-cold, unwilling, i 7 « 

Be thou so too, and so break off the talk. 

And give us notice of his inclination; 

For we to-morrow hold divided councils. 
Wherein thyself shall highly be employ’d. 180 
Glo. Commend me to Lord William: tell him, 
Catesby, 

His ancient knot of dangerous adversaries 
To-morrow are let blood at Pomfret Castle; 
And bid my lord, for joy of this good news, 184 
Give Mistress Shore one gentle kiss the more. 
Buck. Good Catesby, go, effect this business 
soundly. 

Cate. My good lords both, with all the heed 
I can. 

Glo. Shall we hear from you, Catesby, ere 
we sleep? 188 

Cate. You shall, my lord. 

Glo. At Crosby-placc, there shall you find us 
both. lExit CATESBY. 

Buck. Now, my lord, what shall we do if we 
perceive 

Lord Hastings will not yield to our complots? 
Glo. Chop off his head; something we will 
determine: m 

And, look, when I am king, claim thou of me 
The earldom of Hereford, and all the moveables 
Whereof the king my brother stood possess’d. 
Buck. I'll claim that promise at your Grace’s 
hand. 197 

Glo. And look to have it yielded with all 
kindness. 

Come, let us sup betimes, that afterwards 
We may digest our complots in some form, aoo 

[Exeunt. 


Was not incensed by his subtle mother 15s 
To taunt and scorn you thus opprobriously? 
Glo. No doubt, no doubt: Ol ’tis a parlous 
boy; 

Bold, quick, ingenious, forward, capable; 

He’s all the motlter’s, from the top to toe. r ;6 
Buck. Well, let them rest. Come hither, 
Catesby; thou art sworn 
As deeply to effect what we intend 
As closely to conceal what we impart. 

Thou know’st our reasons urg’d upon the 
way: 1*0 

What think'st thou? is it not an easy matter 
To make William Lord Hastings of our mind. 
For the instalment of this noble duke 
Iq the seat royal of this famous isle? r <4 
Cate. He for his father’s sake so loves the 
prince 

That be will not be won to aught against him. 


Scene IT. —The Same. Before lord hahtnos’ 
House. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. [Knocking.] My lordl my lord! 

Hast. [ Within. 1 Who knockt ? 

Mess. One from the Lord Stanley. 

Hast. [Within.] What is’t o’clock? 4 
Mess. Upon the stroke of four. 

Enter Hastings. 

Hast. Cannot my Lord Stanley sleep these 
tedious nights? 

Mess. So it appeals by that I have to say. 
First, he commends him to your noble self. 
Hast. What then? 

Mess. Then certifies your lordship, that this 
night 
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He dreamt the boar had razed off his helm: 
Besides, he says there are two councils held;ra 
And that may be determin'd at the one 
Which may make you and him to rue at the 
other. 

Therefore he sends to know your lordship’s 
pleasure. 

If you will presently take horse with him, 16 
And with all speed post with him towards the 
north, 

To shun the danger that his soul divines. 

Hast. Go, fellow, go, return unto thy lord; 
Bid him not fear the separated councils: 20 
His honour and myself are at the one, 

And at the other is my good friend Catesby; 
Where nothing can proceed that toucheth us 
Whereof I shall not have intelligence. 24 
Tell him his fears are shallow, wa nting instance: 
And for his dreams, I wonder he's so fond 
To trust the mockery of unquiet slumbers. 

To fly the boar before the boar pursues, 28 
Were to incense the boar to follow us 
And make pursuit where he did mean no chase. 
Go, bid thy master rise aud come to me; 

And we will both together to the Tower, 32 
Where, he shall see, the boar will use us kindly. 
Mess. I’ll go, my lord, and tell him what 
you say. {Exit. 


Enter CATESBY. 

Cate. Many good morrows to my noble lord! 
Hast. Good morrow, Catesby; you are early 
stirring. 36 

What news, what news, in tills our tottering 
state? 

Cate. It is a reeling world, indeed, my lord; 
And I believe will never stand upright 
Till Richard wear the garland of the realm. 40 
Hast. Howl wear the garland! dost thou 
mean the crown ? 

Cate. Ay, my good lord. 

Hast. I'll have this crown of mine cut from 
my shoulders 

Before I’ll see the crown so foul misplac’d, 44 
But canst thou guess that he doth aim at it? 
Cate. Ay, on my life; and hopes to find you 
forward 

Upo n his party for the gain thereof: 

And thereupon he sends y ou this good news, 48 
That this same very day your enemies. 

The kindred of the queen, must die at Pomfret. 
Hast. Indeed, I am no mourner for that 
news, 

Because they have been still my adversaries; $2 
But that I'll give my voice on Richard’s side. 
To bar my master's heirs in true descent, 

God knows I will not do it, to the death. 

Cure. God keep your lordship in that gra¬ 
cious mind! . 

Hast. But I shall laugh at this a twelve- 
month hence. 

That they which brought me in my master s 
hate, 

I live to look upon their tragedy. se 

Well, Catesby, ere a fortnight make me older. 
I'll send some packing that yet think not on L 


Cate. Tis a vile thing to die, my gracious 

lord. 

When men are unprepar’d and look not for It. 
Hast. O monstrous, monstrous land so falls 
it out 64 

With Rivers, Vaughan, Grey; and so ’twill do 
With some men else, who think themselves as 
safe 

As thou and I; who, as thou know’st, are dear 
To princely Richard and to Buckingham. 68 
Cate. The princes both make high account 
of you; 

[Aside.] For they account his head upon the 
bridge. 

Hast. I know they do. and I have well de¬ 
serv’d it. 


Enter Stanley. 

Come on, come on; where is your boar-spear, 
man ? 72 

Fear you the boar, and go so unprovided? 
Stan. My lord, good morrow; good morrow 
Catesby: 

You may jest on, but by the holy rood, 

1 do not like these several councils, I. 76 

Hast. My lord, 1 hold my life as dear as you 
do yours; 

And never, in my days, I do protest, 

Was it so precious to me as 'tis now. 

Think you, but that 1 know our state secure, 80 
I would be so triumphant as I am? 

Stan. The lords at Pomfret, when they rode 
from London, 

Were jocund and suppos’d their state was sure, 
And they indeed had no cause to mistrust; 84 
But yet you see how soon the day o’ercast. 

This sudden stab of rancour 1 misdoubt; 

Pray God, l say, I prove a needless coward! 
What, shall we toward the Tower? the day is 
spent. 88 

Hast. Come, come, have with you. Wot 
you what, my lord ? 

To-day the lords you talk dtf are beheaded. 
Sian. They, for their truth, might better 
wear their heads, 

Than some that have accus’d them wear their 
hats. »» 

But come, my lord, let’* away. 


Enter a Pursuivant. 

Hast. Go on before; I'll talk with this good 
feliow. [Exeunt STANLEY and catesby. 
How now, sirrah I how goes the world with 
thee? 

Ears. The better that your lordship please 
to ask. 96 

Hast. I tell thee, man, ’tis better with me 
now 

Than when I met thee last where now we meet: 
Then was I going prisoner to the Tower, 

By the suggestion of the queen's allies; i» 
But now, I tell thee,—keep it to thyself,— 

This day those enemies are put to death. 

And I in better stale than e er I was. 

Purs. God hold it to your honour’s good 
content I 
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Halt. Gramercy, fellow: there, drink that 
for me. {Throws him his purse. 

Purs. God save your lordship. f£xir. 

Enter a Priest. 

Pr. Well met, my lord; I am glad to see your 
honour. 

Hast. I t h a n k thee, good Sir John, with all 
my heart. 108 

I am m your debt for your last exercise; 

Come the next Sabbath, and 1 will content you. 

Enter Buckingham. 

Buck. What, talking with a priest, lord 
chamberlain? 

Your friends at Pomfret, they do need the priest: 

Your honour hath no shriving work in hand. 113 

Hast. Good faith, and when I met this holy 
man. 

The men you talk of came into my mind. 

What, go you toward the Tower? us 

Buck. I do, my lord; but long I shall not 
stay: 

1 shall return before your lordship thence. 

Hast. Nay, like enough, for 1 stay dinner 
there. 

Buck. [Aside.] And supper too, although 
thou know'st it not. iso 

Come, will you go? 

Hast. I'll wait upon your lordship. 

{Exeunt. 


Scene UL— Pomfret. Before the Castle. 
Enter Ratcliff, with halberds, carrying rivers, 
GREF, and VAUGHAN to death. 

Riv. Sir Richard Ratcliff, let me tell thee 
this: 

To-day shalt thou behold a subject die 
For truth, for duty, and for loyalty. 

Grey. God bless the prince from all the pack 
of youl 4 

A knot you are of damned blood-suckers. 
Vaugh. You live that shall cry woe for this 
hereafter. 

Rat. Dispatch; the limit of your lives is out 
Riv. O Pomfret, Pomfret t O thou bloody 
prison! 8 

Fatal and ominous to noble peers! 
within the guilty closure of thy walls 
Richard the Second here was hack’d to death; 
And, for more slander to thy dismal seat, u 
We give thee up our guiltless blood to drink. 
Grey. Now Margaret's curse is fall’n upon 
our heads. 

When she exclaim'd on Hastings, you, and L 
For standing by when Richard stabb’d her 
son. tt> 

Riv. Then curs'd she Richard, then curs’d 
she Buckingham, 

Then curs'd she Hastings: O! remember, God, 
To hear her prayer for them, as now for us; 

And for my sister and her princely sons, so 
Be satisfied, dear God, with our true bleed. 
Which, as thou kre w’st, unjustly must be spilt 
Rat. Make haste; tlionour of death is expiate. 


Riv. Come, Grey, come, Vaughan; let us 
here embrace: 24 

And take our leave until we meet in heaven. 

[ Exeunt. 


Scene IV. — London, The Tower. 

BUCKINGHAM, STANLEY, HASTINGS, the BISHOP 
OF ELY. RATCUFF, lovel, and Others, sitting 
at a table. Officers of the Council attending. 
Hast. My lords, at once: the cause why we 
are met 

Is to determine of the coronation: 

In God’s name, speak, when is the royal day? 
Buck. Are ail things ready for that royal 
time? 4 

Stan. It is; and wants but nomination. 

Ely. To-morrow then I judge a happy day. 
Buck. Who knows the Lord Protector’s mind 
herein? 

Who is most inward with the noble duke? 8 
Ely. Your Grace, we think, should soonest 
know his mind. 

Buck. We know each other’s faces; for our 
hearts, 

He knows no more of mine than 1 of yours; 
Nor I of his, my lord, than you of mine, is 
Lord Hastings, you and he are near in love. 
Hast. I thank his Grace, I know he loves me 
well; 

But, for his purpose in the coronation, 

I have not sounded him, nor he deliver’d 16 
His gracious pleasure any way therein: 

But you, my noble lords, may name the time; 
And in the duke’s behalf I’ll give my voice. 
Which, 1 presume, he’ll take in gentle part, 20 


Enter Gloucester. 

Ely. In happy time, here comes the duke 
himself. 

Gib. My noble lords and cousins all, good 
morrow. 

I have been long a sleeper; but, I trust. 

My absence doth neglect no great design, 24 
Which by my presence might have been con¬ 
cluded. 

Buck. Had you not come upon your cue, my 
lord, 

William Lord Hostings had pronounc’d your 
part, 

I mean, your voice, i 

Glo. Than my Lord Hasti 
be bolder: 

His lordship knows me well, and loves me well. 
My Lord of Ely, when I was last in Holbom, 

1 saw good strawberries in your garden there; 32 
I do beseech you send for some of them. 

Ely. Marry, and will, my lord, with all my 
heart [Exit. 

Glo. Cousin of Buckingham, a word with 
you. [Takes him aside. 

Catesby hath sounded Hastings in our busi¬ 
ness, 36 

And finds the testy gentleman so hot. 

That he will lose Sis head ere give consent 
His master’s child, as worshipnilly he terms It, 
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Shall lose the royalty of England’s throne. 40 
Buck. Withdraw yourself a while; I'll go 
with you. 

[ Exeunt GLOUCESTER and BUCKINGHAM. 
Stan. We have not yet set down this day of 
triumph. 

To-morrow, in my judgment, is too sudden; 
For I myself am not so well provided 44 

As else 1 would be, were the day prolong'd. 

Re-enter bishop of ely. 

Ely. Where Is my lord, the Duke of Glou¬ 
cester? 

I have sent for these strawberries. 

Hast. HisGracelookscheerfullyandsmooth 
this morning; 48 

There’s some conceit or other likes him well. 
When that he bids good morrow with such 
spirit. 

I think there’s never a man in Christendom 
Can lesser hide his hate or love than he; 5* 

For by his face straight shall you know his heart. 
Stan. What of his heart perceiv’d you in his 
face 

By any livelihood he show'd to-day? 

Hast. Marry, that with no man here he is 
offended; J 6 

For, were he, he had shown it in his looks. 

Re-enter Gloucester and Buckingham. 
Glo. I pray you all, tell me what they deserve 
That do conspire my death with devilish plots 
Of damned witchcraft,andthathaveprevail'd 60 
Upon my body with their hellish charms? 
Hast. The tender love I bear your Grace, my 
lord, 

Makes memost forward in this princely presence 
To doom th’ offenders, whosoe’er they be: 64 
1 say, my lord, they have deserved death. 

Glo. Then be your eyes the witness of (heir evil. 
Look how I am bewitch'd; behold mine arm 
Is like a blasted sapling, wither'd up; 68 
And this is Ed ward s wife, that monstrous witch 
Consorted with that harlot strumpet Shore, 
That by their witchcraft thus have marked me. 
Hast. If they have done this thing, my noble 
lord,-— 72 

Glo. Ifl thou protector of this damned 
strumpet, 

Talk'st thou to me of ifs? Thou art a traitor; 
Off with bis headl now, by Saint Paul, I swear, 
I will not dine until I see the same. 76 

Lovel and Ratcliff, look that it be done: 

The rest, that love me, rise, and follow me. 

{Exeunt all but Hastings, Ratcliff, 
and lovel. 

Hast. Woe, woe, for England! not a whit for 
me; 

For L too fond, might have prevented this. 80 
Stanley did dream the boar did raze his helm; 
And I did scorn it, and disdain’d to fly. 

Three times to-day my foot-cloth horse did 
stumble. 

And startled when he looked upon the Tower, 84 
As loath to bear me to the slaughter-house. 

Ol now I need the priest that spake to me: 


I now repent I told the pursuivant, 

As too triumphing, how mine enemies 88 
To-day at Pomfret bloodily were butcher'd 
And I myself secure in grace and favour. 

O Margaret, Margaret! now thy heavy curse 
Is lighted on poor Hastings’ wretched head. 92 
Rat. Come, come, dispatch; the duke would 
be at dinner; 

Make a short shrift, he longs to see your head. 

Hast. O momentary grace of mortal man. 
Which we more hunt for than the grace of 
God! 96 

Who builds his hope in air of your good looks. 
Lives like a drunken sailor on a mast; 

Ready with every nod to tumble down 
Into die fatal bowels of the deep. 100 

Lov. Come, come, dispatch: ’tis bootless to 
exclaim. 

Hast. O bloody Richardl miserable Eng¬ 
land! 

I prophesy the fearfull’st time to thee 
That ever wretched age hath look’d upon. 104 
Come, lead me to the block; bear him my head: 
They smile at me who shortly shall be dead. 

Exeunt. 

Scene V.— London. The Tower Walls. 
Enter Gloucester and Buckingham, in rotten 
armour, marvellous ill-favoured. 

Glo. Come, cousin, canst thou quake, and 
change thy colour, 

Murder thy breath in middle of a word. 

And then again begin, and stop again. 

As if thou wert distraught and mad with terror ? 
Buck. Tut! I can counterfeit the deep 

tragedian, s 

Speak and look back, and pry on every side, 
Tremble and start at wagging of a straw. 
Intending deep suspicion: ghastly looks 8 

Aie at my service, like enforced smiles; 

And both are ready in their offices, 

At any time, to grace my stratagems. 

But what! is Catesby gone? u 

Glo. He is; and, see, he brings the mayor 
along. 

Enter the Lord Mayor and catesby. 
Buck. Lord Mayor,— 

Glo. Look to the drawbridge there! 

Buck. Hariri a drum. 

Glo. Catesby, o’erlook the walls. i« 

Buck. Lord Mayor, the reason we have 
sent,— 

Glo. Look back, defend thee; here are ene¬ 
mies. 

Buck. God and our innocency defend and 
guard us! 

Enter LOVEL and RATCLIFF, with HASTINGS* head. 
Glo. Be patient, they are friend*, Ratcliff and 
Lovel. ao 

Lov. Here is the head of that ignoble traitor. 
The dangerous and unsuspected Hastings. 

Glo. So dear I lov’d the man, that I must weep. 
I took him for the plainest hannlett creature 24 
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That breath’d upon the earth a Christian; 
Made him my book, wherein my soul recorded 
The history of all her secret thoughts: 

So smooth he daub'd his vice with show of 
virtue, 28 

That, his apparent open guilt omitted, 

I mean his conversation with Shore’s wife. 

He liv’d from all attainder of suspect. 

Buck. Well, well, he was the covert’st shel¬ 
ter’d traitor 32 

That ever liv’d. 

Would you imagine, or almost believe,— 
Were’t not that by great preservation 
We live to tell it, that the subtle traitor 36 

This day had plotted, in the council-house. 
To murder me and my good Lord of Glou¬ 
cester? 

May. Had he done so? 

Glo. What! think you we are Turks or in¬ 
fidels? 40 

Or that we would, against the form of law. 
Proceed thus rashly in the villain’s death. 

But that the extreme peril of the case, 
ThepeaceofEnglandandourperson’ssafety, 44 
Enforc’d us to this execution? 

May. Now, fair befall you! he deserv’d his 
death; 

And your good Graces both have well pro¬ 
ceeded. 

To wam false traitors from the like attempts. 48 
I never look’d for better at his hands, 

After he once fell in with Mistress Shore. 

Buck. Yet had we not determin’d he shoukldie, 
Until your lordship came to see his end: 32 
Which now the loving haste of these our friends. 
Something against our meaning, hath pre¬ 
vented : 

Because, my lord, we would have had you heard 
The traitor speak, and timorously confess 56 
The manner and the purpose of his treason; 
That you might well have signified the same 
Unto the citizens, who haply may 
Misconster us in him, and wail his death, to 
May. But, my good lord, your Grace’s word 
shall serve. 

As well as 1 had seen and heard him speak; 
And do not doubt, right noble princes both. 
But I’ll acquaint our duteous citizens 64 

With all your just proceedings in this cause. 
Glo. And to that end we wish’d your lordship 
here. 

To avoid the censures of the carping world. 
Buck. But since you come too late of our 
intent, 68 

Yet witness what you hear we did intend: 

And so, my good Lord Mayor, we bid farewell. 

[Exit Lord Mayor. 
Glo. Go, after, after, cousin Buckingham. 
The mayor towards Guildhall hies him in all 
post: 

There, at your meetest vantage of the time. 
Infer the bastardy of Edward’s children: 

Tell them how Edward put to death a citizen. 
Only for saying he would make his son 76 
Heir to the crown; meaning indeed his house. 
Which by the sign thereof was termed so. 


Moreover, urge his hateful luxury 
And bestial appetite in change of lust; 80 

Which stretch’d unto their servants, daughters, 
wives, 

Even where his raging eye or savage heart 
Without control lusted to make a prey. 

Nay, for a need, thus far come near my 
person: 84 

Tell them, when that my mother went with child 
Of that insatiate Edward, noble York 
My princely father then had wars in France; 
And, by true computation of the time, 88 
Found that the issue was not his begot; 

Which well appeared in his lineaments. 

Being nothing like the noble duke my father. 
Yet touch this sparingly, as ’twere far off: 92 
Because, my lord, you know my mother lives. 
Buck. Doubt not, my lord, I’ll play the 
orator 

As if the golden fee for which I plead 
Were for myself: and so, my lord, adieu. 96 
Glo. If you thrive well, bring them to Bay- 
nard's Castle; 

Where you shall find me well accompanied 
With reverend fathers and well-learned bishops. 
Buck. I go; and towards three or four 
o'clock too 

Look for the news that the Guildhall affords. 

[Exit. 

Glo. Go, Lovel, with all speed to Doctor 
Shaw; 

\To catesby.J Go thou to Friar Penker; bid 
them both 

Meet me within this hour at Baynard’s Castle. 

IExeunt lovel and catesby. 
Now will I in. to take some privy order, 105 
To draw the brats of Clarence out of sight; 
And to give notice that no manner person 
Have any time recourse unto the princes. [Exit. 

Scene VI. —The Same. A Street. 

Enter a Scrivener. 

Scriv. Here is the indictment of the good 
Lord Hastings; 

Which in a set hand fairly is engross’d. 

That it may be to-day read o’er in Paul’s: 

And mark how well the sequel hangs together. 4 
Eleven hours I have spent to write it over, 

For yesternight by Catesby was it sent me. 
The precedent was full as long a-doing; 

And yet within these five hours Hastings liv’d, 8 
Untainted, unexamin’d, free, at liberty. 

Here’s a good world the while! Who is so gross 
That cannot see this palpable device? 

Yet who so bold but says he sees it not? 12 
Bad is the world; and all will come to naught. 
When such ill dealing must be seen in thought 

[Exit. 

Scene VII, —The Same. The Court of 
Baynard’s Castle. 

Enter Gloucester and Buckingham, meeting. 
Glo. How now, how now! what say die 
citizens? 

Buck. Now, by the holy mother of our Lord, 
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The citizen* aie mum, «ay not a word. 

Glo. Touch’d you toe bastardy of Edward’s 
children? 4 

Buck. I did; with his contract with Lady 
Lucy, 

And his contract by deputy in France; 

The insatiate greediness of his desires, 

And his enforcement of the city wives; 8 
His tyranny for trifles; his own bastardy, 

As being got, your father then in France, 

And his resemblance, being not like the duke; 
Withal I did infer your lineaments, u 

Being the right idea of your father. 

Both in your form and nobleness of mind; 
Laid open all your victories in Scotland, 

Your discipline in war, wisdom in peace, 16 
Your bounty, virtue, fair humility; 

Indeed, left nothing fitting for your purpose 
Untouch’d or slightly handled in discourse; 
And when my oratory drew toward end, so 
I bade them that did love their country’s good 
Cry ‘God save Richard, England’s royal king! ’ 
Glo. And did they so? 

Buck. No, so God help me, they spake not a 
word * 24 

But, like'dumb statuas or breathing stones, 
Star’d each on other, and look’d deadly pale. 
Which when I saw, I reprehended them; 

And ask’d the mayor what meant this wilful 
silence: a8 

His answer was, the people were not wont 
To be spoke to but by the recorder. 

Then he was urg’d to tell my tale again: 

‘Thus saith the duke, thus hath the duke 
inferr’d;’ 3a 

But nothing spoke in warrant from himself. 
When he had done, some followers of mine own. 
At lower end of the hall, hurl’d up their caps, 
And some ten voices cried, ‘God save King 
Richard!’ 38 

And thus X took the vantage of those few, 
‘Thanks, gentle citizens and friends,’ quoth I; 
‘This general applause and cheerful shout 
Argues your wisdom and your love to Richard; * 
And even here brake off, and came away. 41 
Glo. What tongueless blocks were they I 
would they not speak? 

Will not the mayor then and bis brethren come? 
Buck. The mayor is here at hand. Intend 
some fear; 44 

Be not you spoke with but by mighty suit: 
And look you get a prayer-book in your hand, 
And stand between two churchmen, good my 
lord: 

For on that ground IT1 make a holy descant: 48 
And be not easily won to our requests; 

Play themaid’spart, still answer nay, and take it 
Glo. I go; and if you plead as well for them 
As I can say nay to thee for myself, ja 

No doubt we bring it to a happy issue. 

Buck. Go, go, up to the leads! the Lord 
Mayor knocks. [Exit Gloucester. 

Enter the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens. 
Welcome, my lord: I dance attendance here; 

I think the duke will not be spake withal. 16 


Enter, from the Castle, catesby. 

Now, Catesby 1 what says your lord to my re¬ 
quest? 

Cate. He doth entreat your Grace, my noble 
lord, 

To visit him to-morrow or neat day. 

He is within, with two right reverend fathers, 6a 
Divinely bent to meditation; 

And in no worldly suit would he be mov’d. 
To draw him from his holy exercise. 

Buck. Return, good Catesby, to the gracious 
duke: 64 

Tell him, myself, the mayor and aldermen. 

In deep designs in matter of great moment. 
No less importing than our general good. 

Are come to have some conference with his 
Grace. 68 

Cate. I’ll signify so much unto him straight. 

[ Exit. 

Buck. Ah, ha, my lord, this prince is not an 
Edward! 

He is not lolling on a lewd day-bed. 

But on his knees at meditation; 72 

Not dallying with a brace of courtezans, 

But meditating with two deep divines; 

Not sleeping, to engross his idle body. 

But praying, to enrich his watchful souk 76 
Happy were England, would this virtuous prince 
Take on his Grace the sovereignty thereof: 

But sore, I fear, we shall not wm him to it. 
May. Marry, God defend his Grace should 
say us nay! 80 

Buck. I fear he will. Here Catesby comes 

again, 

Re-enter catesby. 

Now, Catesby, what says his Grace? 

Cate. He wonders to what end you have 
assembled 

Such troops of citizens to come to him, 84 

His Grace not being warn’d thereof before: 
My lord, be fears you mean do good to him. 

Buck. Sony I am my noble cousin should 
Suspect me that I mean no good to him. 88 
By heaven, we come to him in perfect love; 
And so once more return, and tell his Grace. 

I Exit CATESBY. 

When holy and devout religious men 
Are at their beads, ’tis much to draw them 
thence; 9* 

So sweet is zealous contemplation. 


Enter Gloucester, In a gallery above, between 
two Bishops. CATESBY returns. 

May. See, where his Grace stands 'tween two 
clergymen! 

Buck. Two props of virtue for a Christian 
prince. 

To stay him from the fall of vanity; 96 

And, see, a book of prayer in his hand; 

True ornament to know a holy man. 

Famous Plantagenet, most gracious prince. 
Lend favourable ear to our requests, ton 
And pardon us the interruption 
Of thy devotion, and right Christian zeal. 
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Glo. My lord, there needs no such apology; 
I do beseech your Grace to pardon me. 104 
Who, earnest in the service of my God, 
Deferr’d the visitation of my friends. 

But, leaving this, what is your Grace’s pleasure? 

Buck. Even that, 1 hope, which pleaseth God 
above, tog 

And all good men of this ungovem'd isle. 

Glo. 1 do suspect 1 have done some offence 
That seems disgracious in the city’s eye; 

And that you come to reprehend my ignorance. 

Buck. You have, my lord: would it Alight 
please your Grace, 113 

On our entreaties to amend your fault! 

Glo. Else wherefore breathe 1 in a Christian 
land? 

Buck. Know then, It is your fault that you 
resign 116 

The supreme seat, the throne majestical. 

The sceptred oilice of your ancestors. 

Your state of fortune and your due of birth, 
The lineal glory of your royal house, iso 

To the corruption of a blemish’d stock; 

Whiles, in the mildness of your sleepy thoughts,— 
Which here we waken to our country’s good,— 
This noble isle doth want her proper limbs; 124 
Her face defac’d with scars of infamy, 

Her royal stock graft with ignoble plants, 

And almost shoulder’d in the swallowing gulf 
Of dark forgetfulness and deep oblivion, isg 

Which to recure we heartily solicit 
Your gracious self to take on you the charge 
And kingly government of this your land; 

Not as protector, steward, substitute, 133 

Or lowly factor for another’s gain; 

But as successively from blood to blood, 
Your right of birth, your empery, your own. 
For this, consorted with the citizens, 136 

Your very worshipful and loving friends, 

And by their vehement instigation, 

In this just cause come I to move your Grace. 

Glo. I cannot tell, if to depart in silence 140 
Or bitterly to speak in your reproof, 

Best fitteth my degree or your condition: 

If not to answer, you might haply think 
Tongue-tied ambition, not replying, yielded <44 
To bear the golden yoke of sov’reignty, 

Which fondly you would here impose on me; 
If to reprove you for this suit of yours, 

So season’d with your faithful love to me, <48 
Then, on the other side, I check’d my friends. 
Therefore, to speak, and to avoid the first, 
And then, in speaking, not to incur the last, 
Definitively thus I answer you. <ss 

Your love deserves my thanks; but my desert 
Unmeritable shuns your high request 

J t, if all obstacles were cut away, 

I that my path were even to the crown, < 5 * 
he ripe revenue and due of birth, 
so much is my poverty of spirit, 
nighty and so many my defects, 

That I would rather hide me from my greatness, 
Bring a bark to brook no mighty sea, <« 
Than in my greatness covet to be hid, 

And in the vapour of my glory smother d. 
But, God be thank’d, there is no need of me; 164 


And much I need to help you, were there need; 
The royal tree hath left us royal fruit. 

Which, mellow’d by the stealing hours of time, 
Will well become the seat of majesty, 168 

And make, no doubt, us happy by his reign. 

On him I lay that you would lay on me, 

The right and fortune of his happy stars; 
Which God defend that I should wring from 
him! 17s 

Buck. My lord, this argues conscience in 
your Grace; 

But the respects thereof are nice and trivial, 
Ail circumstances well considered. 

You say that Edward is your brother’s son: 178 
So say we too, but not by Edward’s wife; 

For first was he contract to Lady Lucy, 

Your mother lives a witness to his vow. 

And afterward by substitute betroth'd 180 

To Bona, sister to the King of France. 

These both put by, a poor petitioner, 

A care-craz'd mother to a many sons, 

A beauty-waning and distressed widow, 184 

Even in the afternoon of her best days, 

Made prize and purchase of his wanton eye. 
Seduc’d the pitch and height of his degree 
To base declension and loath’d bigamy: 188 
By her, in his unlawful bed, he got 
This Edward, whom our manners call the prince. 
More bitterly could I expostulate, 

Save that, for reverence to some alive, 19a 
Igive a sparing limit to my tongue. 

Then, good my lord, take to your royal self 
This proffer’d benefit of dignity; 

If not to bless us and the land withal, 19$ 
Yet to draw forth your noble ancestry 
From the corruption of abusing times^ 

Unto a lineal true-derived course. 

May. Do, good my lord; your citizens 
entreat you. 300 

Buck. Refuse not, mighty lord, this proffer’d 
love. 

Cate. Ol make them joyful: grant their law¬ 
ful suit! 

Glo. Alas! why would you heap those caret 
on me? 

1 am unfit for state and majesty: 204 

I do beseech you. take it not amiss, 

I cannot nor I will not yield to you. 

Buck. If you refuse it, as, in love and zeal, 
Loath to depose the child, your brother’s son; 
As well we know your tenderness of heart 209 
And gentle, kind, effeminate remorse, 

Which we have noted in you to your kindred. 
And egally, indeed, to all estates, 21a 

Yet whether you accept our suit or no, . 
Your brother’s son shall never reign our King; 
But we will plant some other In the throne, 
To the disgrace and downfall of your house: 218 
And in this resolution here we leave you. 
Come, citizens, we will entreat no more. 

[Exit BUCKINGHAM and 
Citizens. 

Cate. Call them again, tweet prince; accept 
their suit: 

If you deny them, nD the land rtttlt. 220 
Glo. Will you enforce me toa world of caret? 
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Call them again: I am not made of stone. 

But penetrable to your kind entreats, 

. , [Exit CATESBY. 

Albeit against my conscience and my soul. 224 
Re-enter Buckingham and the rest. 
Cousin of Buckingham, and sage, grave men. 
Since you will buckle fortune on my back. 

To bear her burden, whe’r I will or no, 

I must have patience to endure the load: 22s 
But if black scandal or foul-fac’d reproach 
Attend the sequel of your imposition. 

Your mere enforcement shall acquittance me 
From all the impure blots and stains thereof; 
ForGod doth know, and you may partly see, 233 
How far I am from the desire of this. 

May. God bless your Grace! we see it, and 
will say it. 

Glo. In saying so, you shall but say the truth 
Buck. Then I salute you with this royal title: 
Long live King Richard, England’s worthy kiDg 1 
Alt. Amen. 


[act rv 
16 


I may not suffer you to visit them: 

Ti “ ““8 *“th strictly charg'd the contrary. 

Q. Ehz. This kingl who a that? 
nrr *n. _ * the Lord Protector. 
Q. Ehz. The Lord protect him from that 
Jungly title! 19 

Hath he set bounds between their love and me? 
I am their mother; who shall bar me from them ? 
Duck. I am their father’s mother; I will see 
them. 

Anne. Their aunt I am in law, in love then 
mother: 

Then bring me to their sights; I'll bear tbj 
blame, 2. 

And take tby office from thee, on my peril. 

Brak. No, madam, no, I may not leave it so; 
I am bound by oath, and therefore pardon me. 

I Exit. 

Enter Stanley. 

Stan. Let me but meet you, ladies, one bout 
hence, as 


Buck. To-morrow may it please yon to be And I’ll salute your Grace of York as mother. 


crown’d; 240 

Glo. Even when you please, for you will have 
it so. 

Buck. To-morrow then we will attend your 
Grace: 

And so most joyfully we take our leave. 

Glo. [To the Bishops.] Come, let us to our 
holy work again. 244 

Farewell, my cousin;—farewell, gentle friends. 

[£xeun(, 

ACT IV 

Scene I.— London. Before the Tower- 
Enter on one side, queen ELIZABETH, duchess 
OF YORK, and MARQUEES OF DORSET; on the 
other, ANNE, DUCHESS OF GLOUCESTER, leading 
LADY MARGARET PLANTAOENET, CLARENCE’S 
young daughter. 

Duck. Who meets us here? my niece Plan- 
ta genet. 

Led in the hand of her kind aunt of Gloucester? 
Now, for my life, she’s wand'ring to the Tower, 
On pure heart’s love, to greet the tender princes. 
Daughter, well met 

Anne. God give your Graces both j 
A happy and a joyful time of day! 

< 7 . Eat. As much to you, good sister! 
whither away? 

Anne. No further than the Tower; and, as 

Upo/thTlike devotion as yourselves. 

To gratulate the gentle princes there. 

Q. Biz. Kind sister, thanks: we’ll enter all 
together:— 

Enter RSAKENBURY. 

hnA, In good time, here the lieutenant comes. 12 
Master ueuteoant, pray you, by your leave, 
How doth the prince.andmyyoung sonofYork ? 
Jhrmk. Right well, dear madam. By your 


And reverend looker-on, of two fair queens. 
[To the duchess of Gloucester.] Come, ma¬ 
dam, you must straight to Westminster, 
There to be crowned Richard’s royal queen. 3a 
Q. Eliz. Ah! cut my lace asunder, 
Thatmypent heart may have some scope to beat. 
Or else I swoon with this dead-killing news. 
Anne. Despiteful tidings! O! unplea ling 
news! 3* 

Dor. Be of good cheer: mother, how fares 
your Grace ? 

Q. Eliz- O, Dorset! speak not to me, get thee 
gone; 

Death and destruction dop thee at the heels: 
Thy mother’s name is ominous to children. 40 
If thou wilt outstrip death, go cross the seas. 
And live with Richmond, from the reach of hell: 
Go, hie thee, hie thee, from this slaughter-house. 
Lest thou increase the number of the dead, 44 
And make me die the thrall of Margaret’s curse. 
Nor mother, wife, nor England's counted queen. 
Stan. Full of wise care is this your counsel, 
madam. 

[To Dorset.] Take all the swift advantage of the 
hours; 4 > 

You shall have letters from me to my ton 
In your behalf, to meet you on the way: 

Be not ta'en tardy by unwise delay. 

Duch, O ill-dispersing wind of misery! J» 
Ol my accursed womb, the bed of death, 

A cockatrice hast thou hatch'd to the world. 
Whose unavoided eye is murderous! 

Stan. Come, madam, come; I in all baste 
was sent I* 

Anne. And I with all unwillingness will go. 
O! would to God that the inclusive verge 
Of golden metal that must round my brow 
Were red-hot steel to sear me to the brain. <0 
Anointed let me be with deadly venom; 

And die, ere men can say * God save the queen! 
Q. Eliz. Go, go, poor soul, I envy not thy 


To ieed my humour, wish thyself no harm. <4 
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Anne. Nol why? When he, that is my hus¬ 
band now 

Cam* to me, as I follow’d Henry's corse; 
When scarce the blood was well wash'd from 
his hands, 

Which issu'd from my other angel husband, 68 
And that dead saint which then I weeping fol¬ 
low’d; 

O! when I say, I look'd on Richard’s face. 
This was my wish, ‘ Be thou,’ quoth I,' accurs’d, 
For making me so young, so old a widow! 72 
And, when thou wedd’st, let sorrow haunt thy 
bed; 

And be thy wife—if any be so mad— 

More miserable by the life of thee 
Than thou hast made me by my dear lord’s 
death!' 76 

Lo! ere I can repeat this curse again. 

Within so small a time, my woman's heart 
Grossly grew captive to his honey words, 79 
And prov’d the subject of mine own soul’s curse: 
Which hitherto hath held mine eyes from rest; 
For never yet one hour in his bed 
Did I enjoy the golden dew of sleep, 

But with his timorous dreams was still awak'd. 
Besides, he hates me for ray father Warwick, 85 
And will, no doubt, shortly be rid of me. 

Q. Eliz. Poor heart, adieu! I pity thy com¬ 
plaining. 

Anne. No more than with my soul I mourn 
for yours. 88 

0 . Eliz. Farewell 1 thou woefUl welcomer of 
glory! 

Anne. Adieu, poor soul, that tak’st thy leave 
of it! 

Duch. f To DORSET.] Go thou to Richmond, 
and good fortune guide thee! 

[ 7 b anne. j Go thou to Richard, and good angels 
tend thee! 9 * 

[To 0. Elizabeth.] Go thou to sanctuary, and 
good thoughts possess thee! 

T to my grave, where peace and rest lie with me! 
Eighty odd years of sorrow have I seen, 

And each hour’s ioy wrack’d with a week of teen. 
Q. Eliz. Stay yet, look back with me unto 
the Tower. 97 

Pity, you ancient stones, those tender babes 
Whom envy hath immur’d within your walls. 
Rough cradle for such little pretty ones! 100 
Rude ragged nurse, old sullen playfellow 
For tender princes, use my babies well. 

So foolish sorrow bids your stones farewell. 

lExeunt. 

Scene U.-~~The Same. A Room of State 
in the Palace. 

Sennet. RICHARD, in pomp, crowned: BUCHNO* 
ham, CATESBY, a Page, and Others. 

K. Rich. Stand all apart Cousin of Buck¬ 
ingham. 

Buck. My gracious sovereign! 

• JT. Rich. Give me thy hand. [He ascends the 
. throne.] Thus high, by thy advice, 

And thy assistance, is lung Richard seated: 4 
But shall we wear these glories for a day? 


Or shall they last, and we rejoice in them? 
Buck. Still live they, and for ever let them 
last! 

K. Rich. Ah! Buckingham, now do I play 
the touch, S 

To try if thou be current gold indeed: 

Young Edward lives: think now what I would 
speak. 

Buck. Say on, my loving lord. 

K. Rich. Why, Buckingham, I say, I would 
be king. 12 

Buck. Why, so you are, my thrice-renowned 
liege. 

K. Rich. Ha! am I king? ’Tis so: but Ed¬ 
ward lives. 

Buck. True, noble prince. 

K. Rich. O bitter consequence. 

That Edward still should live! ‘True, noble 
prince! ’ 16 

Cousin, thou wast not wont to be so dull: 

Shall I be plain? I wish the bastards dead; 
And I would have it suddenly perform’d. 
What sayst thou now? speak suddenly, be 
brief. 20 

Buck. Your Grace may do your pleasure. 

K. Rich. Tut, tut! thou art all ice, thy kind¬ 
ness freezes: 

Say, have X thy consent that they shall die? 
Buck. Give me some little breath, some 
pause, dear lord, 24 

Before I positively speak in this: 

I will resolve you herein presently. [Exit, 
Cate. [Aside to another .j The king is angry: 
see, he gnaws his lip. 

K. Rich. [Descends from his throne .] I will 
converse with iron-witted fools 28 

And unrespective boys: none are for me 
That look into me with considerate eyes. 
High-reaching Buckingham grows circumspect 
Boy! 32 

Page. My lord! 

K. Rich. Know’st thou not any whom cor¬ 
rupting gold 

Will tempt unto a close exploit of death? 

Page. 1 know a discontented gentleman. 36 
Whose humble means match not his haughty 
spirit: 

Gold were as good as twenty orators, 

And will, no doubt, tempt him to anything. 

K. Rich. What is his name? 

Page. His name, my lord, is Tyrrell. 

K. Rich. I partly know the man: go, call 
him hither. , [-Exit rage. 

The deep-revolving witty Buckingham 
No more shall be the neighbour to my counsel. 
Hath he so long held out with me untir’d, 44 
And stops he now for breath? well, be it so. 

Enter Stanley. 

How now. Lord Stanley! what’s the news? 

Stan. Know, my loving lord, 

The Marquess Dorset, as I hear, is fled 48 
To Richmond, in the parts where he abides. 

K. Rich. Come hither, Catesby: rumour 4 
abroad, 

That Anne my wife is very grievous sick; 
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I will take older for her keeping dose. ja 
Inquire me out some mean poor gentleman. 
Whom I will many straight to Clarence* 
daughter: 

The boy is foolish, and I fear not him. 

Look, how thou dream’st! 1 say again, give out 56 
That Anne my queen is sick, and like to die: 
About it; for it stands me much upon. 

To stop all hopes whose growth may damage 
me. I Exit CATESBY. 

I must be married to my brother’s daughter, 60 
Or else my kingdom stands on brittle glass. 
Murder her brothers, and then marry her! 
Uncertain way of gain) But I am in 
So far in blood, that sin will pluck on sin: «4 
Tear-falling pity dwells not in this eye. 

Re-enter Page, with TYRRELL. 

Is thy name Tyrrell ? 

Tyr. James Tyrrell, and your most obedient 
subject. 

K. Rich. Art thou, indeed? 

Tyr. Prove me, my gracious lord. «8 

K. Rich. Dar’st thou resolve to kill a friend 
of mine? 

Tyr. Please you; but I had rather kill two 
enemies. 

K. Rich. Why, then thou hast it; two deep 
enemies. 

Foes to my rest, and my sweet sleep’s disturbers. 
Are they that I would have thee deal upon. 73 
Tyrrell, I mean those bastards in the Tower. 
Tyr. Let me have open means to come to 
them, 

And soon I’ll rid you from the feat of them. ?« 
K. Rich. Thou sing'st sweet music. Hark, 
come hither, Tyrrell: 

Go, by this token: rise, and lend thine ear. 

[Whispers. 

There is no more but so: say it is done. 

And I will love thee, and prefer thee for it. So 
Tyr. I Will dispatch it straight. [Exit. 

Re-enter BUCKINGHAM. 

Buck. My lord. I have consider’d in my mind 
The late demand that you did sound me in. 

K. Rich. Well, let that rest. Dorset is fled 
to Richmond. 84 

Buck. I hear the news, my lord. 

K. Rich. Stanley, he is your wife's son: well, 
look to it. 

Buck. My lord, I claim the gift, my due by 
promise, 

For which your honour and your faith is 
pawn’d; 88 

The earldom of Hereford and the moveables 
Which you have promised I shall possess. 

K. Rich. Stanley, look to your wife: if she 
convey 

Letters to Richmond, you shall answer it 92 
Buck. What says your highness to my just 
request? 

K. Rich. I do remember me, Henry the 
Sixth 

Did prophesy that Richmond should be king. 
What Richmond wa»« little peevish boy. 96 


A king! perhaps— 

Buck. My lord! 

K. Rich. How chance the prophet could not 
at that time 

Have told me, I being by, that I should kill 
him? 100 

Buck. My lord, your promise for the earl¬ 
dom,— 

K. Rich. Richmond! When last I was at 
Exeter, 

The mayor in courtesy show’d me the castle, 
And call'd it Rougemout: at which name I 
started, 104 

Because a bard of Ireland told me once 
I should not live long after 1 saw Richmond. 
Buck. My lordl 

K. Rich. Ay, what's o’clock? 108 

Buck. I am thus bold to put your Grace in 
mind 

Of what you promis’d me. 

K. Rich. Well, but what is’t o’clock? 

Buck. Upon the stroke of ten. 

K. Rich. Well, let it strike. 

Buck. Why let it strike? m 

K. Rich. Because that, like a Jack, thou 
keep’st the stroke 

Betwixt thy begging aod my meditation. 

I am not in the giving vein to-day. 

Buck. Why, then resolve me whe’r you will, 
or no. 1x6 

K. Rich. Thou troublest me: I am not in the 
vein. f Exeunt KtNO Richard and Train. 

Buck. And is it thus? repays he my deep 
service 

With such contempt? made I him king for this? 
O, let me think on Hastings, and be gone i?o 
To Brecknock, while my fearful head is on. 

I Exit. 

Scene ID .—The Some. 

Enter Tyrrell. 

Tyr. The tyrannous and tftoody act is done; 
The most arch deed of piteous massacre 
That ever yet this land was guilty of. 

Dighton and Forrest, whom I did subom 4 
To do this piece of ruthless butchery, 

Albeit they were flesh’d villains, bloody dogs, 
Melting with tenderness and mild compassion, 
Wept like to children in their death’s sad story. 
‘Oh! thus,’ quoth Dighton, ‘lay the gentle 
babes: 9 

'Thus, thus,’ quoth Forrest, ‘girdling one 
another 

Within their alabaster innocent arms: 

Their lips were four red roses on a stalk, is 
Which in their summer beauty kiss’d each other. 
A book of prayers on their pillow lay; 

Which once,’ quoth Forrest, ‘almost chang’d 
my mind; 

But, O, the devil'—there the villain stopp’d; x* 
When Dighton thus told on: ‘We smothered 
The most replenished sweet work of nature. 
That from the prime creation e’er she fram’d. 
Hence both see gone with conscience and re¬ 
morse; 
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They could not (peak; and to I left them both. 
To bear this tidings to the bloody king: 

And here he comes. 

Enter KINO 3UCHAKD. 

All health, my sovereign lord! 
K. Rich. Kind Tyrrell, am I happy in thy 
news? 24 

Tyr. If to have done the thing you gave in 
charge 

Beget your happiness, be happy then. 

For it is done. 

K. Rich. But didst thou see them dead? 
Tyr. I did, my lord. 

K. Rich. And buried, gentle Tyrrell? 

Tyr. The chaplain of the Tower hath buried 
them; 29 

But how or in what place I do not know. 

K. Rich. Come to me, Tyrrell, soon at afler- 
suppcr, 

When thou shalt tell the process of their 
death. 32 

Meantime, but think how I may do thee good. 
And be inheritor of thy desire. 

Farewell till then. 

Tyr. I humbly take my leave. \Exit. 

K. Rich. The son of Clarence have I pent up 
close; 36 

His daughter meanly have I match'd in mar¬ 
riage; 

The sons of Edward sleep in Abraham’s bosom, 
And Anne my wife hath bid the world good 
night. 

Now, for I know the Breton Richmond aims 40 
At young Elizabeth, my brother’s daughter. 
And, by that knot, looks proudly on the crown. 
To her go I, a jolly thriving wooer. 

Enter CATESBY. 

Cate. My lord! 44 

K. Rich. Good or bad news, that thou com'st 
in. so bluntly? 

Cate. Bad news, my lord: Morton is fled to 
Richmond; 

And Buckingham, back’d with the hardy Welsh¬ 
men, 

Is in the field, and still his power increaseth. 4* 
K. Rich. Ely with Richmond troubles me 
more near 

Than Buckingham and his rash-levied strength. 
Come; I have leam’d that fearful commenting 
Is leaden servitor to dull delay: S2 

Delay leads impotent and snau-pac’d beggary: 
Then fiery expedition be my wing. 

Jove's Mercury, and herald for a king! 

Go, muster men: my counsel is my shield; 5* 
We must be brief when traitors brave the field. 

{Exeunt. 

Scene IV.— 77k Same. Before the Palace. 
Enter queen Margaret 

• Q. Afar. So, now prosperity begins to mellow 

And drop Into the rotten mouth of death. 
Here in these confines alily have I lurk d 
To watch the waning of mine enemies. 4 


A dire induction am I witness to. 

And will to France, hoping the consequence 
Will prove as bitter, black, and tragical. 
Withdraw thee, wretched Margaret: who comes 
here? S 

Enter queen Elizabeth and the duchess of 

YORK. 

Q. Eliz. Ah! my poor princes! ah, my tender 
babes. 

My unblown flowers, new-appearing sweets, 
If yet your gentle souls fly in the air 
And be not fix’d in doom perpetual, 12 
Hover about me with your airy wings. 

And hear your mother’s lamentation. 

Q. Mar. Hover about her; say, that right 
for right 

Hath dimm’d your infant mern to aged night. 16 
Duch. So many miseries have craz’d my 
voice. 

That my woe-wearied tongue is still and mute. 
Edward Plantagenet, why art thou dead? 

Q. Mar. Plantagenet doth quit Plantagenet; 
Edward for Edward pays a dying debt. 21 
Q. Eliz- Wilt thou, O God! fly from such 
gentle lambs, 

And throw them in the entrails of the wolf? 
When didst thou sleep when such a deed was 
done? 24 

Q. Mar. When holy Harry died, and my 
sweet son. 

Duch Dead life, blind sight, poor mortal 
living ghost, 

Woe’s scene, world’s shame, grave’s due by life 
usurp’d. 

Brief abstract and record of tedious days, 28 
Rest thy unrest on England’s lawful earth, 

[.Sitting down. 

Unlawfully made drunk with innocent blood! 
Q. Eliz. Ah! that thou wouldst as soon 
afford a grave 

As thou canst yield a melancholy seat; 32 
Then would I hide my bones, not rest them here. 
Ah! who hath any cause to mourn but I? 

[Sirring down by her. 
Q. Mar. If andent sorrow be most reverend. 
Give mine the benefit of seniory, 36 

And let my griefs frown on the upper hand. 

If sorrow can admit society. 

[Sitting down with them. 
Tell o’er your woes again by viewing mine: 

I had an Edward, till a Richard kill’d him; 40 
I had a Harry, till a Richard kill'd him: 

Thou hadst an Edward, till a Richard kill’d him; 
Thou hadst a Richard, till a Richard kill’d him. 
Duch. 1 had a Richard too, and thou didst 
kill him: ,, 44 

I had a Rutland too, thou holp’st to kill him. 
Q. Mar. Thou hadst a Clarence too, and 
Richard kill’d him. 

From forth the kennel of thy womb hath crept 
A hell-hound that doth hunt us all to death: 48 
That dog, that had his teeth before his eyes. 
To worry lambs, and lap their gentle blood. 
That foul defacer of God’s handiwork. 

That excellent grand-tyrant of the earth, 31 
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That reigns in galled eye* of weeping souls. 
Thy womb let loose, to chase us to our graves. 
O! upright, just, and true-disposing God, 
How do I thank thee that this carnal cur j6 
Preys on the issue of his mother’s body. 

And makes her pew-fellow with others' moan. 
Duch. Ol Harry's wife, triumph not in my 
woes: 

God witness with me, I have wept for thine. So 
Q. Mar. Bear with me; 1 am hungry for 


revenge. 

And now I cloy me with beholding it 
Thy Edward he is dead, that kill’d my Edward; 
Thy other Edward dead, to quit my Edward; 64 
Young York he is but boot, because both they 
Match not the high perfection of my loss: 

Thy Clarence he is dead that stabb’d my Ed¬ 
ward; 

And the beholders of this tragic play, 68 
The adulterate Hastings, Rivers, Vaughan, 

Untimely smother’d in their dusky graves. 
Richard yet lives, hell’s black intelligencer. 
Only reserv’d their factor, to buy souls 73 
And send them thither; but at hand, at hand. 
Ensues his piteous and unpitied end: 

Earth gapes, hell burns, fiends roar, saints pray. 
To have him suddenly convey’d from hence. 76 
Cancel his bond of life, dear God! I pray. 
That I may live to say, The dog is dead. 

Q. Biz. Oi thou didst prophesy the time 
would come 

That I should wish for thee to help me curse 80 
That bottled spider, that foul bunchback'd 
toad. 

Q. Mar. I call'd thee then vain flourish of 
my fortune; 

I call’d thee then poor shadow, painted queen; 
The presentation of but what I was; 84 
The flattering index of a direful pageant: 

One heav’d a-high to be hurl’d down below; 
A mother only mock’d with two fair babes; 

A dream of what thou wert, a breath, a bubble, 
A sign of dignity, a garish flag, 89 

To be the aim of every dangerous shot; 

A queen in jest, only to fill the scene. 

Where is thy husband now? where be thy 
brothers? 9s 

Where are thy children? wherein dost thou 
Joy? 

Woo sues and kneels and cries God save the 
queen? 

Where be the bending peers that flatter’d thee? 
Where be the thronging troops that follow’d 
thee? 96 

Decline all this, and see what now thou art: 
For happy wife, a most distressed widow; 

For joytul mother, one that wails the name; 
For one being su'd to, one that humbly sues; too 
For queen, a very caitiff crown’d with care; 
For one that scorn’d at me, now scorn’d of me; 
For one being fear’d of all, now fearing one; 
For one commanding all, obey’d of none. 104 
Thus bath the course of juadee whirl’d about. 
And left thee but a very prey to time; 

Having no more but thought of what thou wert. 


To torture thee the more, being what thou art. 
Thou didst usurp my place, and dost thou not 
Usurp the just proportion of my sorrow? no 
Now thy proud neck bears half my burden'd 
yoke; 

From which even here, I slip my wearied head. 
And leave the burden of it all on thee. 113 

Farewell, York’s wife, and queen of sad mis¬ 
chance: 

These English woes shall make me smile in 
France. \ 

Q. Eliz. O thou, well skill’d in curses, stay 
awhile, 116 

And teach me how to curse mine enemies. 

Q. Mar. Forbear to sleep the night, and fast 
the day; 

Compare dead happiness with living woe; 
Think that thy babes were fairer than they were. 
And he that slew them fouler than he is: 121 
Bettering thy loss makes the bad causer worse: 
Revolving this will teach thee how to curse. 

Q. Eliz- My words are dull; OI quicken them 

with thine! 124 

2 . Mar. Thy woes will make them sharp, 
and pierce like mine. {Exit. 

Duch. Why should calamity be full ofwords? 
Q. Eliz. Windy attorneys to theirclient woes. 
Airy succeeders of intestate joys, 128 

Poor breathing orators of miseries! 

Let them have scope: though what they do 
impart 

Help nothing else, yet do they ease the heart. 
Duch. If so, then be not tongue tied: go with 
me, 132 

And in the breath of bitter words let’s smother 
My damned son, that thy two sweet sons 
smother’d. [ A trumpet heard. 

The trumpet sounds: he copious in exclaims. 


Enter KINO Richard, and his Train , 
marching. 


K. Rich. Who intercepts me in my expedi¬ 
tion? * 136 

Duch. OI she that might have intercepted 
thee. 

By strangling thee in her accursed womb, 
From all the slaughters, wretch, that thou hast 
done! 

Q. Biz. Hid’st thou that forehead with a 
golden crown, 140 

Where should be branded, if that right were 

rift'' 


The slaughter of the prince that ow’d that crown, 

And the dire death of my poor sons 
brothers? 

Tell me, thou villain slave, where are my chil¬ 
dren? 144 

Duch. Thou toad, thou toad, where la thy 
brother Clarence 

And little Ned Plantagenet, his son? 

Q.Eliz. Where is the gentle Rivers, Vaughan, 
Grey? 

Duck. Where is kind Hastings? 148 

K. Rich. A flourish, trumpets! strike alarum, 
drums! 

Let not the heavens hear these tell-tale women 
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Roil on the Lord's anointed. Strike, X say! 

[Flourish. Alarums. 
Either be patient, and entreat me fair, 132 

Or with the clamorous report of war 
Thus will I drown your exclamations. 

Duch. Art thou my son? 

K. Rich. Ay; 1 thank God, my father, and 
yourself. ij6 

Duch. Then patiently hear my impatience. 

K. Rich. Madam, I have a touch of your 
condition, 

That cannot brook the accent of reproof. 

Duch. O, let me speak 1 
K. Rich. Do, then; but I’ll not hear. 160 
Duch. I will he mild and gentle in my words. 
K. Rich. And brief, good mother; for I am 
in haste. 

Duch. Art thou so hasty? I have stay’d for 
thee, 

God knows, in torment and in agony. 164 
K. Rich. And came I not at last to comfort 
you? 

Duch. No, by the holy rood, thou know'st it 
well. 

Thou cam'st on earth to make the earth my hell. 

A grievous burden was thy birth to me; x68 
Tetchy and wayward was thy infancy; 

Thy school-days frightful, desperate, wild and 
furious; 

Thy prime of manhood daring, bold, and ven¬ 
turous; 

Thy age confirm’d, proud, subtle, sly, and 
bloody, 171 

More mild, but yet more harmful, kind in 
hatred: 

What comfortable hour canst thou name 
That ever grac’d me in thy company? 

K. Rich. Faith, none, but Humphrey Hour, 
that call’d your Grace 176 

To breakfast once forth of my company. 

If I be so disgracious in your eye. 

Let me march on, and not offend you, madam. 
Strike up the drum! 

Duch. I prithee, hear me speak, ilo 

K. Rich. You speak too bitterly. 

Duch. Hear me a word; 

For I shall never speak to thee again. 

K. Rich. Sol 

Duch. Either thou wilt die by God’s just 
ordinance, 184 

Ere from this war thou turn a conqueror; 

Or I with grief and extreme age shall perish 
And never look upon thy face again. 

Therefore take with thee my most grievous 
curse, 188 

Which, in the day of battle, tire thee more 
uian all the complete armour that thou wear’s! 1 
My prayers on the advene party fight; 

And there the little souls of Edward's children 
Whisper the spirits of thine enemies 193 

And promise them success and victory. 

Bloody thou art, bloody will be thy end; 
Shame seme thy lifa and doth thy death attend. 

[Exit. 

Q. Eliz. Though far mm cause, yet much 
teas spirit to curse 191 
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Abides in me: I say amen to her. [Going. 

K. Rich. Stay, madam; 1 must talk a word 
with you. 

O. Eliz. I have no moe sons of the royal 
blood zoo 

For thee to slaughter: for my daughters, 
Richard, 

They shall be praying nuns, not weeping queens; 
And therefore level not to hit their lives. 

K. Rich. You have a daughter call'd Eliza¬ 
beth, 304 

Virtuous and fair, royal and gracious. 

Q. Eliz. And must she die for this? Ot let 
her live, 

And (’U corrupt her manners, stain her beauty; 
Slander myself as false to Edward’s bed; 208 
Throw over her the veil of infamy: 

So she may live unscarr’d of bleeding slaughter, 
I will confess she was not Edward’s daughter. 

K. Rich. Wrong not her birth; she is ofroyal 
blood. 212 

Q. Eliz. To save her life. I'll say she is not so. 

K. Rich. Her life is safest only in her birth. 

Q. Eliz. And only in that safety died her 
brothers. 

K. Rich. Lo! at their births good stars were 
opposite! 216 

<?. Eliz■ No, to their lives ill friendt were 
contrary. 

K. Rich. All unavoided is the doom of des¬ 
tiny. 

Q. Eliz. True, when avoided grace makes 
destiny. 

My babes were destin'd to a fairer death, 220 
if grace had bless'd thee with a fairer life. 

K. Rich. You speak as if that I had slain my 
cousins. 

Q. Eliz. Cousins, indeed; and by their unde 
cozen’d 

Of comfort, kingdom, kindred, freedom, life. 224 
Whose hands soever lanc’d their tender hearts 
Thy head, all indirectly, gave direction: 

No doubt the murderous knife was dull and 
blunt 

Till it was whetted on thy stone-hard heart, 22S 
To revel in the entrails of my lambs. 

But that still use of grief makes wild grief tame. 
My tongue should to thy ears not name my boys 
Till that my nails were anchor'd in thine eyes; 
And I, in such a desperate bay of death, 233 
Like a poor bark, of sails and tackling reft. 
Rush all to pieces on thy rocky bosom. 

K. Rich. Madam, so thrive I in my enter¬ 
prise 3 |» 

And dangerous success of bloody warn. 

As I intend more good to you and yours 
Than ever you or yours by me were hann'd. 

Q. Eliz. What good i* cover’d with the face 
of heaven, >40 

To be discover'd, that can do me good? 

K. Rich. The advancement of your children, 
gentle lady. 

Q. Eliz. Up to some scaffold, there to loee 
thiJr holds? 

K. Rich. No, to the dignity and height of 
fortune, 244 
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The high imperial type of this earth’s glory. 

Q. Etiz. Flatter my sorrow with report of it: 
Tell me what state, what dignity, what honour, 
Canst thou demise to any child of mine! 24$ 
K. Rich . Even all I have; ay, and myself and 
all. 

Will I withal endow a child of thine; 

So in the Lethe of thy angry soul 
Thou drown the sad remembrance of those 
wrongs 252 

Which thou supposest I have done to thee. 

Q. Eliz. Be brief, lest that the process of thy 
kindness 

Last longer telling than thy kindness' date. 

K. Rich. Then know, that from my soul I 
love thy daughter. 256 

Q. Eliz. My daughter's mother thinks it with 
her soul. 

K. Rich. Wbat do you think J 
Q. Eliz. That thou dost love my daughter 
from thy soul: 

So from thy soul’s love didst thou love her 
brothers; 260 

And from my heart’s love 1 do thank thee for 
it. 

X. Rich. Be not too hasty to confound my 
meaning: 

I mean, that with my soul I love thy daughter, 
And do intend to make her Queen of England. 
Q. Eliz. Well then, who dost thou mean 
shall be her king? 26s 

K. Rich. Even he that makes her queen: 
who else should be ? 

Q. Eliz. Whatl thou? 

K. Rich. Even so: what think you of U? 2S8 
Q. Eliz. How canst thou woo her? 

X. Rich. That I would learn of you, 

As one being best acquainted with her humour. 
Q. Eliz. And wilt thou learn of me? 

K. Rich. Madam, with all my heart. 

O, Eliz. Send to her, by the man that slew 
her brothers, 27a 

A pair of bleeding hearts; thereon engrave 
Edward and York; then haply will she weep: 
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K. Rich. Look, what is done cannot be now 
amended: 29s 

Men shall deal unadvisedly sometimes. 

Which after-hours give leisure to repent. 

If X did take the kingdom from your sons. 

To make amends I’D give it to your daughter. 
If I have kill’d the issue of your womb, 297 
To quicken your increase, I will beget 
Mine issue of your blood upon your daughter: 
A grandam’s name is little less in love 300 
Than is the doting title of a mother; 

They are as children but one step below. 

Even of your mettle, of your very blood; 

Of all one pain, save for a night of groans 304 
Endur’d of her for wjiom you bid like sorrow. 
Your children were vexation to your youth, 
But mine shall be a comfort to your age. 

The loss you have is but a son being king, 308 
And by that loss your daughter is made queen. 
I cannot make you what amends 1 would, 
Therefore accept such kindness as I can. 
Dorset your son, that with a fearful soul 312 
Leads discontented steps in foreign soil. 

This fair alliance quickly shall call home 
To high promotions and great dignity: 

The king that calls your beauteous daughter 
wife, 316 

Familiarly shall cal] thy Dorset brother; 

Again shall you be mother to a king, 

And all the ruins of distressful times 
Repair’d with double riches of content. 320 

Whatl we have many goodly days to we: 

The liquid drops of tears that you have shed 
Shall come again, transform'd to orient pearl. 
Advantaging their loan with interest 324 

Of ten times double gain of happiness. 

Go then, my mother; to thy daughter go: 
Make bold her bashful years with your ex¬ 
perience; 

Prepare her ears to hear a wooer’s tale; 328 
Put in her tender heart the aspiring flame 
Of goldeu sovereignty; acquaint the princess 
With the sweet silent hours W marriage joys: 
And when this arm of mine hath chastised 33a 
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Did to thy father, steep’d in Rutland's bIoodT276 
A handkerchief, which, say to her, did drain 
The purple sap from her sweet brother’s body, 
And bid her wipe her weeping eyes withal. 

If this Inducement move her not to love, 280 
Send her a letter of thy noble deeds; 

Tell her thou mad’st away her uncle Clarence, 
Her uncle Riven; ay, and for her sake, 
Mad'st quick conveyance with her good aunt 
Anne. 284 

K. Rich. You mock me, madam; this it not 
the way 

To win your daughter. 

Q. Eliz. There is no other way 

Unless thou couldst put on tome other shape. 
And not be Richard that hath done all this. 288 
K. Rich, Say, that I did all this for love of 
her? 

Q. Eliz. Nay, then indeed, she cannot choose 
_ but hate thee. 

Having bought love with such a bloody spoil. 


Bound with triumphant garlands wiUI come. 
And lead thy daughter to a conqueror’s bed; 
To whom I will retail my conquest won, 336 
And the shall be sole victress, Oesar*s Cesar. 

Q. Eliz. What were I best to say? her father's 
brother 

Would be her lord? Or shall I lay, her unde? 
Or, he that slew her brothers and her uncles? 
Under what title shall I woo for thee, 342 
That God, the law, my honour, and her love 
Can make seem pleasing to her tender years? 

A. Rich. Infer fair England’s peace by this 
alliance. 344 

Q. Eliz. Which she shall purchase with itHI 
lasting war. 

K. Rich. Tell her, the king, that may com¬ 
mand, entreats. 

Q-Hiz. That at her hands which the king's 
King forbids. 

K. Rich. Say, she shell be a high and mighty 
queen. 34S 
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Q. Eliz. To wall the title, as her mother doth. 
A. Rich. Say, I will love her everlastingly. 
Q^Eliz. But how long shall that title ‘ever* 

K. Rich. Sweetly in force unto her {air life's 
end. 352 

Q. Eliz. But how long fairly shall her sweet 
life last? 

K. Rich. As long as heaven and nature 
lengthens it. 

Q. Eliz. As long as hell and Richard likes of 
it. 

K. Rich. Say, I, her sovereign, am her sub¬ 
ject low. 356 

Q. Eliz. But she, your subject, loathes such 
sovereignty. 

K. Rich. Be eloquent in my behalf to her. 

Q. Eliz. An honest tale speeds best being 
plainly told. 

A. Rich. Then plainly to her tell my loving 
tale. 360 

Q. Eliz. Plain and not honest is too harsh a 
style. 

K. Rich. Your reasons are too shallow and 
too quick. 

Q. Eliz. O, no! my reasons arc too deep and 
dead; 

Too deep and dead, poor infants, in their graves. 
K. Rich. Harp not on that string, madam; 
that is past. 36; 

Q. Eliz. Harp on it still shall I till heart¬ 
strings break. 

K. Rich. Now, by my George, my garter, 
and my crown,— 

Q. Eliz. Profan d, dishonour’d, and the third 
usurp’d. 368 

K. Rich. I swear,— 

Q. Eliz. By nothing; for this is no oath. 
Thy George, profan’d, ha th lost his holy honour; 
Thy garter, blemish’d, pawn’d his knightly 
virtue; 371 

Thy crown, usurp’d, disgrac’d his kingly glory. 
If something thou wouldst swear to be believ’d. 
Swear, then, by something that thou hast not 
wrong’d. 374 

K. Rich. Now, by the world,— 

Q. Eliz. ’Tis full of thy foul wrongs. 
a. Rich. My father's death,— 

Q. Eliz. Thy life hath that dishonour’d. 
a. Rich. Then, by myself,— 

Q. Eliz. Thyself is self-misus'd. 

a. Rich. Why, then, by God,— 

Q. Eliz. God's wrong is most of all. 

If thou hadst fear’d to break an oath by him, 
The unity the king my husband made 380 
Had not been broken, nor my brothers died: 
If thou hadst fear'd to break an oath by him, 
The imperial metal, circling now thy head, 
Had grac’d the tender temples of my child, 384 
And both the princes had been breathing here, 
Which now, too tender bed-fellows for dust, 
Thy broken faith hath made a prey for worms. 
What canst thou swear by now? 

K. Rich. The time to come. 388 

<?. Eliz. That thou hast wronged in the time 
o’erpast; 


For I myself have many tears to wash 
Hereafter time for time past wrong’d by thee. 
The children live, whose parents thou hast 
slaughter’d, 391 

Ungovern’d youth, to wail it in their age: 

The parents live, whose children thou hast 
butcher’d, 

Old barren plants, to wail it with their age. 
Swear not by time to come; for that thou hast 
Misus’d ere us’d, by times ill-us’d o'erpast. 397 
K. Rich. As I intend to prosper, and repent, 
So thrive I in my dangerous affairs 
Of hostile arms! myself myself confound! 400 
Heaven and fortune bar me happy hours! 

Day, yield me not thy light; nor, night, thy 
restl 

Be opposite all planets of good luck 

To my proceeding, if, with pure heart's love, 404 

Immaculate devotion, holy thoughts, 

I tender not thy beauteous princely daughter! 
In her consists my happiness and thine; 
Without her. follows to myself, and thee, 408 
Herself, the land, and many a Christian soul. 
Death, desolation, ruin, and decay: 

It cannot be avoided but by this; 

It will not be avoided but by this. 41a 

Therefore, dear mother,—I must call j'ou so,— 
Be the attorney of my love to her: 

Plead what 1 will be, not what I have been; 
Not my deserts, but what I will deserve: 41S 
Urge the necessity and state of times, 

And be not peevish-fond in great designs. 

Q. Eliz- Shall I be tempted of the devil thus? 
K. Rich. Ay, if the devil tempt thee to do 
good. 420 

0 . Eliz. Shall I forget myself to be myself? 
K. Rich. Ay, if your self’s remembrance 
wrong yourself. 

Q. Eliz. Yet thou didst kill my children. 

K. Rich. But in your daughter’s womb I 
bury them: 424 

Where, in that nest of spicery, they shall breed 
Selves of themselves, to your recomforture. 

Q. Eliz. Shall I go wiu my daughter to thy 
will? 

K. Rich. And be a happy mother by the deed. 
Q. Eliz. I go. Write to me very shortly, 429 
And you shall understand from me her mind. 
K. Rich. Bear her my true love's kiss; and 
so farewell. 

[Kissing her. Exit QUEEN ELIZABETH. 
Relenting fool, and shallow changing woman! 

Enter Ratcliff; catesby following. 

How now! what news? 433 

Rat. Most mighty sovereign, on the western 
coast 

Rideth a puissant navy; to the shores 
Throng many doubtful hollow-hearted friends, 
Unarm’d, and unresolv'd to beat them back. 437 
’Tis thought that Richmond is their admiral; 
And there they hull, expecting but the aid 
Of Buckingham to welcome them ashore. 440 
K. Rich. Some light-foot friend post to the 
Duke of Norfolk: 

Ratcliff, thyself, or Catesby; where Is he? 
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Cate. Here, my good lord. 

X. Rich. Catesby, fly to the duke. 

Cate. I will, my lord, with all convenient 
haste. 444 

K. Rich. Ratcliff, come hither. Post to Salis¬ 
bury: 

When thou conj'st thither,—[Jo CATESBY.l 
Dull, unmindful villain, 

Why^tay’st thou here, and go’st not to the 

Cate. First, mighty liege, tell me your high¬ 
ness’ pleasure, 44 * 

What from your Grace I shall deliver to him. 

K. Rich. O! true, good Catesby: bid him 
levy straight 

The greatest strength and power he can make. 
And meet me suddenly at Salisbury. 45 ? 

Cote. I go. [Exit. 

Rat. What, may it please you, shall I do at 
Salisbury ? 

K. Rich. Why, what wouldst thou do there 
before I go? 

Rat. Your highness told me I should post 
before. 45 * 

Enter Stanley. 


X. Rich. My mind is chang’d. Stanley, what 
news with you? 

Stan. None good, my liege, to please you 
with the hearing; 

Nor none so bad but well may be reported. 

K. Rich. Hoyday, a riddle 1 neither good nor 
bad! 4*o 

What need'st thou run so many miles about. 
When thou mayst tell thy tale the nearest way ? 
Once more, what news? 

Stan. Richmond is on the seas. 

X. Rich. There let him sink, and be the seas 
on him) 4*4 

White-liver'd runagate! what doth he there? 

Stan. I knew not, mighty sovereign, but by 
guess. 

X. Rich. Well, as you guess? 

Stan. Sdrr’d up by Dorset, Buckingham, 
and Morton, 4*3 

He makes for England, here to claim the crown. 

X. Rich. Is the chair empty? is the sword 
unsway’d ? 

Ii the king dead? the empire unpossess’d? 
What heir of York is there alive but we? 47a 
And who is England’s king but great Yoik’s 
heir? 

Then, tell me, what makes he upon the seas? 

Stan. Unless for that, my liege, I cannot 
guess. 

X. Rich. Unless for that he comes to be your 
liege, 476 

You cannot guess wherefore the Welshman 
comes. 

Thou wilt revolt and fly to him I fear. 

Stan. No, my good lord; therefore mistrust 
me not. 

X. Rich. Where it thy power then to beat 
him back? 4*o 

Where be thy tenants and thy followers? 

. Are they not now upas the western shore, 


Safe-conducting the rebels from their ship*} 
Stan. No, my good lord, my friends are in 
the north. 484 

A. Rich . Cold friends to me: what do they 
in the north 

When they should serve their sovereign in the 
west? 

Stan. They have not been commanded, 
mighty king: 

Pleaseth your majesty to give me leave, 488 
I’ll muster up my friends, and meet your Grace, 
Where and what time your majesty shall please. 
K. Rich. Ay, ay, thou wouldst be gone to 
join with Richmond: 

But I’ll not trust thee. 

Stan. Most mighty sovereign, 492 

You have no cause to hold my friendship doubt¬ 
ful. 

I never was nor never will be false. 

X. Rich. Go then and muster men: but leave 
behind 

Your son, George Stanley: look your heart be 
firm, 496 

Or else his head’s assurance is but frail. 

Stan. So deal with him as I prove true to 
you. [Exit. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My gracious sovereign, now in Devon¬ 
shire, 

As 1 by friends am well advertised, 500 

Sir Edward Courtney, and the haughty prelate. 
Bishop of Exeter, his brother there. 

With many moe confederates are in arms. 

Enter a second Messenger. 

Sec. Mess. In Kent, my liege, the GuUdfords 
are in arms; 504 

And every hour more competitors 
Flock to the rebels, and their power grows 
strong. 

Enter a third Messenger. 

Third Mess. My lord, the army of great 
Buckingham— 

X. Rich. Out on ye, owls! nothing but songs 
of death ? [He strikes him. 

There, take thou that, till thou bring better 
news. jo» 

Third Mess. The news I have to tell your 
majesty 

Is, that by sudden floods and fall of water*. 
Buckingham’s army is dispers'd and scatter’d; 
And he himself wander'd away alone, Ji 3 

No man knows whither. 

X. Rich. I cry thee mercy: 

There is my purse, to cure that blow of thine. 
Hath any well-advised friend proclaim’d 5:6 
Reward to him that brings the traitor in? 
Third Mess. Such proclamation hath been 
made, my liege. 

Enter a fourth Messenger. 

Fourth Mess. Sir Thomas Love!, and Lord 
Marquess Dorset, 

TIs said, my liege, in Yorkshire arehiarme: S» 
But this good comfort bring I to your highneas. 
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The Breton navy is dispers’d by tempest 
Richmond, in Dorsetshire, sent out a boat 
Unto the shore to ask those on the banks sM 
If they were his assistants, yea or no; 

Who answer’d him, they came from Bucking¬ 
ham 

Upon his party: he, mistrusting them, 

Hois’d sail, and made away for Brittany. 328 
K. Rich. March on, march on, since we are 
up in arms; 

If not to fight with foreign enemies. 

Yet to beat down these rebels here at home. 

Re-enter catesby. 

Cate. My liege, the Duke of Buckingham is 
taken, 53s 

That is the best news: that the Earl of Rich¬ 
mond 

Is with a mighty power landed at Milford 
Is colder news, but yet they must be told. 

K. Rich. Away towards Salisbury I while we 
reason here, 33$ 

A royal battle might be won and lost. 

Some one take order Buckingham be brought 
To Salisbury; the rest march on with me. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene V. —The Same. A Room in LOIS 
STANLEY'S House. 

Enter Stanley and sir Christopher urswick. 
Stan. Sir Christopher, tell Richmond this 
from me: 

That in the sty of this most bloody boar 
My son George Stanley is frank’d up in hold: 
If 1 revolt, off goes young George’s head; 4 
The fear of that holds off my present aid. 

So, get thee gone: commend me to thy lord. 
Withal, say that the queen hath heartily con¬ 
sented 

He should espouse Elizabeth her daughter. 8 
But, tell me, where is princely Richmond now? 
Chris. At Pembroke, or at Ha’rford-west, in 
Wales. 

Stan. What men of name resort to him? 
Chris. Sir Walter Herbert, a renowned 

soldier, « 

Sir Gilbert Talbot, Sir William Stanley, 
Oxford, redoubted Pembroke, Sir lames Blunt, 
And Rice ap Thomas, with a valiant crew; 
And many other of great name and worth: 16 
And towards London do they bend t heir power, 
If by the way they be not fought withal. 

Stan. Well, hie thee to thy lord; I kiss his 
hand: 

My letter will resolve him of my mind. >0 

Farewell. [Exeunt. 


ACT V 

Scene I. — Salisbury. An open Place. 

Ejtter the Sheriff and Guard, with Buckingham, 
led to execution. 

Buck. Will not King Richard let me speak 
with him? 


Sher. No, my good lord; therefore be patient. 
Buck. Hastings,andEdward’schildren,Grey 
and Rivers, 

Holy King Henry, and thy fair son Edward, 4 
Vaughan, and aU that have miscarried 
By underhand corrupted foul injustice. 

If that your moody discontented souls 
Do through the clouds behold this present hour. 
Even for revenge mock my destruction 1 » 

This is All-Souls’ day, fellows, is it not? 

Sher. It is, my lord. 

Buck. Why, then All-Souls’day is my body’s 
doomsday. u 

This is the day that, in King Edward’s time, 

I wish’d might fall on me, when I was found 
False to his children or his wife’s allies; 

This is the day wherein I wish’d to fall 16 
By the false faith of him whom most I trusted; 
This, this All-Souls’ day to my fearful soul 
Is the determin’d respite of my wrongs. 

That high All-Seer which I dallied with 20 
Hath turn'd my feigned prayer on my head. 
And given in earnest what I begg’d in Jest 
Thus doth he force the swords of wicked men 
To turn their own points on their masters’ 
bosoms: 24 

Thus Margaret's curse falls heavy on my neck: 
’When he,’ quoth she, ‘shall split thy heart 
with sorrow, 

Remember Margaret was a prophetess.’ ay 
Come, lead me, officers, to the block of shame: 
Wrong hath but wrong, and blame the due of 
Uame. [Exeunt. 


Scene H. —A Plain near Tamworth. 

Enter with drum and colours, RICHMOND, OX- ' 
FORD, SIR JAMES BLUNT, SIR WALTER HERBERT, 
and Others, with Forces, marching. 

Richm. Fellows in arms, and my most loving 
friends, 

Bruis’d underneath the yoke of tyranny, 

Thus far into the bowels of the land 
Have we march’d on without impediment: 4 
And here receive we from our father Stanley 
Lines of fair comfort and encouragement. 

The wretched, bloody, and usurping boar. 
That spoil’d your summer fields and fruitful 
vines, 8 

Swills your warm blood like wash, and make* 
his trough 

In your embowell’d bosoms, this foul twine 
Is now even in the centre of this isle, 

Near to the town of Leicester, as we learn: n 
From Tamworth thither is but one day’s march. 
In God's name, cheerly on, courageous friends. 
To reap the harvest of peipetual peace 
By this one bloody trial of sharp war. X 

Oxf. Every man’s conscience is a thousand 

men. 

To fight against this guilty honddde. 

Herb. I doubt not but his friends will ton 
to us. 

Blunt. He hath no friends but what are 
friends for fear, 20 

Which in his dearest need will 8 y from him. 


RICHARD III 
Richm. All for our vantage: then, in God’s 
name, inarch: 

True hope is swift, and flies with swallow s 
wings; 

Kings it makes gods, and meaner creatures 
kings, [Exeunt. 

Scene I H.—Bosworth Field. 

Enter kino Richard and Forces; the duke op 
NORFOLK, EARL OF SURREY, and Others. 

K. Rich. Here pitch our tent, even here in 
Bosworth field. 

My Lord of Surrey, why look you so sad? 

Sur. My heart is ten times lighter tiiau my 
looks. 

K. Rich. My Lord of Norfolk,— 

Nor. Here, most gracious liege. 4 

K. Rich. Norfolk, we must have knocks; ha! 
must we not? 

Nor. We must both give and take, my loving 
lord. 

K. Rich. Up with my tent! here will I lie to¬ 
night; 

[Soldiers begin to set up the kino's tent. 
But where to-morrow ? Well, all’s one for that, 8 
Who hath descried the number of the traitors? 
Nor. Six or seven thousand is their utmost 
power. 

K. Rich. Why, our battalia trebles that ac¬ 
count; 

Besides, the king’s name is a tower of strength, 
Which they upon the adverse faction want. 13 
Up with the tent! Come, noble gentlemen, 
Let us survey the vantage of the ground; 

Call for some men of sound direction: 16 

Let’s lack no discipline, make no delay; 

For, lords, to-morrow is a busy day. [ Exeunt. 

Enter on the other side of the field, RICHMOND, 
SIR WILLIAM BRANDON, OXFORD, and other 

Officers. Some of the Soldiers pitch Rich¬ 
mond's tent. 

Richm. The weary sun hath made a golden set. 
And, by the bright track of his fiery car, 10 
Gives token of a goodly day to-morrow. 

Sir William Brandon, you shall bear my stan¬ 
dard. 

Give me some ink and paper in my tent: 

I’ll draw the form and model of our battle, 24 
Limit each leader to his several charge, 

And part in just proportion our small power. 
My Lord of Oxford, you, Sir William Brandon, 
And you, Sir Walter Herbert, stay with me. 28 
The Earl of Pembroke keeps his regiment: 
Good Captain Blunt, bear my good-night to him. 
And by the second hour in the morning 
Desire the earl to see me in my tent. 32 
Yet one thing more, good captain, do for me; 
Where is Lord Stanley quarter’d, do you know ? 
Blunt. Unless X have mista’en his colours 
much,— 

Which, well I am assur’d, I have not done,— 36 
His regiment lies half a mile at least 
South from the mighty power of the king. 
Richm. If without peril it be possible. 


[act v 

Good Captain Blunt, bear my good-night to 

him, „ , 40 

And give him from me this most needful note. 

Blunt. Upon my file,my lord, l’ilundertakeit; 
And so, God give you quiet rest to-night! 
Richm. Good-night, good Captain Blunt. 

Come, gentlemen, . 44 

Let us consult upon to-morrow s business; 

In to my tent, the air is raw and cold. 

{They withdraw into the tent. 

Enter, to his tent, KINO RICHARD, NORFOLK, 
RATCLIFF, and CATLSBY. 

K. Rich. What is’t o’clock? 

Cate. It’s supper-time, my lord; 

It’s nine o’clock. 

K. Rich. I will not sup to-night. 48 

Give me some ink and paper. 

What, is my beaver easier than it was, 

And all my armour laid into mv tent? 

Cate. It is, my liege; and all things ate in 
readme.- 52 

K. Rich. Good Norfolk, hie thee to thy 
charge; 

Use careful watch: choose trusty sentinels. 
Nor. I go, my lord. 

K. Rich. Stir with the lark to-morrow, gentle 
Norfolk. jo 

Nor. I warrant you, my lord. [Exit. 

K. Rich. Ratcliff! 

Rat. My lord? 

K. Rich. Send out a pursuivant at arms 
To Stanley’s regiment; bid him bring his power 
Before sun-rising, lest his son George fail 61 
Into the blind cave of eternal night. 

Fill tne a bowl of wine. Give me a watch. 
Saddle white Surrey for the field to-morrow. 64 
Look that my staves be sound, and not too 
heavy. 

Ratcliff! 

Rat. My lord! 

K. Rich. Saw’st thou the melancholy Lord 
Northumberland? 68 

Rat. Thomas the Ear! of Surrey, and himself. 
Much aboutcock-shut time, from troop to troop 
Went through the army, cheering up the sol¬ 
diers. 

K. Rich. So, I am satisfied. Give me a bowl 
of wine: 72 

I have not that alacrity of spirit, 

Nor cheer of mind, that I was wont to have. 
Set it down. Is ink and paper ready? 

Rat. It is, my lord. 7 < 

K. Rich. Bid my guard watch; leave me. 
Ratcliff, about the mid of night come to my tent 
And help to arm me. Leave me, I say. 

[KINO RICHARD retires into his tent. 
Exeunt Ratcliff and catesby. 

Richmond's tent opens, and discovers him and 
his Officers, Ac. 

Enter Stanley. 

Stan. Fortune and victory sit on thy helm! 
Richm. All comfort that the dark night can 
afford t> 
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Be to thy person, noble father-in-law! 

Tell me, how tares our loving mother? 

Stan. I, by attorney, bless thee from thy 
mother, 84 

Who prays continually for Richmond’s good: 
So much for that. The silent hours steal on, 
And flaky darkness breaks within the east. 

In brief, for so the season bids us be, 88 
Prepare thy battle early in the morning, 

And put thy fortune to the arbitrement 
Of bloody strokes and mortal-staring war. 

I. as I may,—that which I would I cannot,— 92 
With best advantage will deceive the time. 
And aid thee in this doubtful shock of arms: 
But on thy side 1 may not be too forward, 

Lest, being seen, thy brother, tender George, »S 
Be executed in his father’s sight. 

Farewell: the leisure and the fearful time 
Cuts off the ceremonious vows of love 
And ample interchange of sweet discourse, 100 
Which so long sunder'd friends should dwell 
upon: 

God give us leisure for these rites of love! 
Once mote, adieu: be valiant, and speed well! 
Richm. Good lords, conduct him to his regi¬ 
ment Z04 

[’ll strive, with troubled thoughts, to take a nap, 
Lest leaden slumber peise me down to-morrow, 
When I should mount with wings of victory. 
Once more, good-night, kind lords and gentle¬ 
men. [Exeunt all but RICHMOND. 

O! thou, whose captain I account myself, 109 
Look on my forces with a gracious eye: 

Put in their hands thy bruising irons of wrath, 
That they may crush down with a heavy fall ru 
The usurping helmets of our adversaries! 
Make us thy ministers of chastisement. 

That we may praise thee in thy victory 1 
To thee I do commend my watchful soul, 116 
Ere I let fall the windows of mine eyes: 
Sleeping and waking, Ol defend me stiil! 

[Sleeps. 


The Ghost of prince Edward, Son to Henry 
the Sixth, rises between the two tents. 
Ghost. [To kino Richard.] Let me sit heavy 
on thy soul to-morrow 1 
Think how thou stab’dst me In my prime of 
youth , 110 

At Tewksbury: despair, therefore, and diet 
Be cheerful, Richmond ;for the wronged souls 
Of butcher’d princes fight in thy behalf: 

King Henry’s issue, Richmond, comforts thee. 


The Ghost o/kno henry the sixth rises. 
Ghost. [To kino Richard.] When 1 was 
mortal, my anointed body »J 

By thee was punched full of deadly holes : 

Think on the Tower and me; despair and die! 

Henry the Sixth bids thee despair and die. wS 
17b Richmond.] Virtuous and holy, be thou 
conqueror l 

Harrg, that prophesied tbou shouldst be the 

Doth comfort in thy sleep: live thou and 
flourish 1 


The Ghost of clarence rises. 

Ghost. [To kino RICHARD.] Let me sit heavy 
on thy soul to-morrow I 13s 

L that was wash’d to death with fulsome wine. 
Poor Clarence, by thy guile betray’d to death' 
To-morrow in the battle think on me. 

And fail thy edgeless sword: despair, and diet 
[To Richmond.] Thou offspring of the house 
of Lancaster, 137 

The wronged heirs of York do pray for thee: 
Good angels guard thy battle 1 live, and flourish I 

The Ghosts o/rtvebs, oeey, and VAUGHAN rise. 
Ghost o/atvEBs. [To eng kichard.) Let me 
sit heavy on thy soul to-morrow! 14a 

Rivers, that died at Porufret! despair, and die! 
Ghost of OREY. [To KINO RICHARD.] T hink 
upon Grey, and let thy sou! despair. 

Ghost Of VAUGHAN. [To KINO RICHARD.] 
Think upon Vaughan, and with guilty fear 
Let fall thy pointless lance; despair, and die!— 
All Three. [ 7 b RICHMOND.] Awake 1 and think 
our wrongs in Richard’s bosom 143 

Will conquer him; awake, and win the dayl 

The Ghost of HASTINGS rises. 

Ghost. [ToENGRiCKARD.iBloody and guilty, 

O awake; 

loody battle end thy days! 14B 

Think on Lord Hastings, so despair, and die 1 — 
[7a Richmond.] Quiet, untroubled soul, 
awake, awakel 

Arm, fight, and conquer, for fair England’s 
sake! 

The Ghosts of the two young PRINCES rise. 
Ghosts. [To king richard d Dream on thy 
cousins smother'd in the Tower: isa 

Let us be lead within thy bosom, Richard, 

And weigh thee down to ruin, shame, and death I 
Thv nephews’ souls bid thee despair, and die! 
[To richmond.1 Sleep, Richmond, sleep in 
peace, and wake in joy; is< 

Good angels guard thee from the boar’s annoy 1 
Live, and beget a happy race of kings I 
Edward’s unhappy sons do bid thee flourish. 

The Ghost oft ady anne rises. 

Ghost. [Torino rickard.] Richard, thy wife, 
that wretched Anne thy wife, tie 

That never slept a quiet hour with thee, 

Now fills thy sleep with perturbations: 
To-morrow in the battle think on me. 

And fall thy edgeless sword: despair, and diet 
[To Richmond.] Thou quiet soul, sleep thou 
a quiet sleep; t#s 

Dream of success and happy victory! 

Thy adversary’s wife doth pray for thee. 

The Ghost 0/Buckingham rises. 

Ghost. (7oENORiCHARD.]The first waslthat 

help’d thee to the crown; »** 

The last was I that felt thy tyranny. 

O! in the battle think on Buckingham, 

And die in terror of thy gufltfaeasi 



RICHARD lU 632 UCT v 

Drain on, dream on, ofbloody deeds and death: RICHMOND wakes. Enter oxford and Others. 
F mlSS : n&ff Lords. Good morrow. Richmond! *u 

MCHMONTD.J I died for hope ere I could Rtchm. Crv mercv. lords, nnd wsfrhfiil 

lend thee aid: 


i,SS. iSidd Lo'*' °° od sorrow.Richmond! 224 

*ton?th«fato: 1 ”*** hOPC *** 1 Rkhm. Cry mercy, lords, and watchful 

Thaf^ta™ ta’en a tardy sluggard here. 

God andgoodangelsught on Richmond s side, Lords. How have you slenf mv lm-H? 


my wounds! 178 

Have mercy, Jesu! Soft! I did but dream. 


, my lord? 


_uuunuguuuaugcisugiuuuruuuuuuu ssiucj r .,-y, hnv* vnn .iL-. mvWHl 

And Richard falls in height of all his pride. 

[ The Ghosts vanish. KINO richard 1 he sweetest sleep, the lairext-bo<;i. g 

r d- l r- sta 2 u S ^H.^ r A Un * That ever enter'd in a drowsy head, 

me another ** orse ^md “? Have I since your departure had, my lords. 
av 7 merc“ j 4 ul Soft! I did but dream. Meto^t their souCwhose bodies Richard 

orword pnncriianra dncf fhnn offlicf „ U| . 


What I do I fear myself? there s none else by: 
Richard loves Richard; that is, I am I. 1S4 
Is there a murderer here? No. Yes, lam: 
Then fly: what! from myself? Great reason why: 
Lest I revenge. What! myself upon myself? 
Alack! I love myself. Wherefore? for any good 
:lf have done unto myself? 189 
11 rather hate myself 
For hateful deeds committed by myself. 


How far into the morning is it, lords? 

Lords. Upon the stroke of four. 236 

Richm. Why, then ’tfa time to arm and give 
direction. 

His oration to his Soldiers. 
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1 1 rather hate myself More than I have said, loving countrymen. 

For hateful deeds committed by myself. The leisure and enforcement of the time 

lie-1 am not 192 Forbids to dwell on: yet remember this, 240 

____; we ll: fool, do not flatter, god and our good cause fight upon our side; 

My conscience hath a thousand several tongues, The prayers of holy saints and wronged souls. 
And every tongue brings in a several tale, Ukehigh-rear’d bulwarks, stand before our faces; 


Perjury, perjury. In the high’st degree: Had rather have us win thanhim they follow. 

Murder, stem murder, in the dir’st degree; !* *** they follow I truly, gentlemen. 

All several sins, all us d in each degree, 199 £ bloody tyrant and a homicide; 247 

Throng to the bar, crying all, ‘Guilty! guilty! 1 One rais'd in blood, and one in bloodestabhsh’d; 
I shall despair, rfere is no creature love* me; One that made means to come by what he hath. 
And If I die. no soul will pity me: And slaughter d those that were the means to 

Nay, wherefore should they, since that I myself . belp him; . _ _ _ 

Find in myself no pity to myself? 204 Abase foul stone, made precious by the foil 

Methought the souls of all that I had murder’d Of England’s chair, where he fa falsely set; aja 
Came to my tent; and every one did threat One that hath ever been God s enemy. 
To-morrow’s vengeance on the head ofRichard. Then, W 1 * “gainst God’s enemy, 

God will in justice, ward you as his soldiers; 
Enter RATCLIFF. If you do sweat to put a tyrant down, 236 

Rat. My lord! ao* You sleep inpeace the tyrant being slain; 

K. Rich. ‘Zounds! who’s there? gyou do fight against your country’s foes. 

Rat. Ratcliff, my lord; ’tfa L The early vfl- Your country’s fat shall pay your pains the 
lfl gfl nlxe; 

Hath twice done salutation to the mom: " you do fight in safeguard of your wives, a6c 

Your ffiends are up, and buckle on their Yourwivesshallwelcomehomethecoiuiueron; 
armour 21a ” you do free your children from the sword, 

K. Rich. O Ratcliff! I have drain’d a te at- children’s children Quit it in your age. 

ful dream. Then, in the name of God and all these rights. 

What thinkest thou, will our mends prove all Advance your standards, draw your willing 
true? _ swords. 263 

Rat. No doubt, my lord. For me, the ransom of my bold attempt 

K. Rick. O Ratcliff! I fear. I fear, Shall be this cold corse on the earth’s cold face; 

Rat. Nay, good my lord, be not afraid of I thrive, the gain of mv attempt *» 
shadows. 216 The least of you shall share his part thereof. 

K. Rich. By tbeapostle Paul,shadows to-night Sound drums and trumpet*, boldly and cboor- 
Have struck more terror to the soul of Richard _ ™ u yj„ . . , , 

Than .iw. m MhiT. of i.n .ni. God and Saint Georgel Richmond and victory! 

diets [Exeunt. 

Armed in proof, and led by shallow Richmond. 

It is not yet near day. Came, go with me; 221 
Under our tents I’ll play die eaves-dropper. 

To hear if any mean to shrink from me. 

[£xaov. 



Re-enter am Richard, ratcuff, Attendants, 
and Forces. 

K. Rich. What said Northumberland as 
touching Richmond? 272 
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Rat. That he was never trained up in arms. 
K. Rich. He said the truth: and what said 
Surrey then? 

Rat. He smil’d, and said,'The better for our 
purpose.' 

K. Rich. He was i’ the right; and sc, indeed, 
it is. [Clock strikes. 

Tell the clock there. Give me a calendar, 277 
Who saw the sun to-day? 

Rat. Not I, my lord. 

K. Rich. Then he disdains to shine; for by 
the book 

He should have brav'd the east an hour ago: 180 
A black day will it be to somebody. 

Ratcliff! 

Rat. My lord ? 

K. Rich. The sun will not be seen to-day; 
The sky doth frown and lower upon our army. 

I would these dewy tears were from the ground. 
Not shine to-day! Why, what is that to me 
More than to Richmond? for the self-same 
heaven 

That frowns on me looks sadly uoon him. a88 
Enter Norfolk. 

Nor. Arm, arm, my lord! the foe vaunts in 
the field. 

K. Rich. Come, bustle, bustle; caparison my 
horse. 

Call up Lord Stanley, bid him bring his power: 
1 will lead forth my soldiers to the plain, 292 
And thus my batde shall be ordered: 

My foreward shall be drawn out all in length 
Consisting equally of horse and foot; 

Our archers shall be placed in the midst: 29S 
John Duke of Norfolk, Thomas Earl of Surrey, 
Sliall have the leading of this foot and horse. 
They thus directed, we will follow 
In the main battle, whose puissance on either 
side 300 

Shall be well winged with our chiefest horse. 
This, and Saint George to boot! What think'st 
thou, Norfolk? 

Nor. A good direction, war-like sovereign. 
This found I on my tent this morning. 304 
[Giving a scroll. 
K. Rich. Jockey of Norfolk, be not too bold. 
For Dickon thy master is bought and sold. 

A thing devised by the enemy. 

Go, gentlemen; every man to his charge: 308 
Let not our babbling dreams affright our souls; 
Conscience is but a word that cowards use. 
Devis’d at first to keep the strong in awe: 

Our strong arms be our conscience, swords our 
law. 31a 

March on, join bravely, let us to’t pell-mell; 
If not to heaven, then hand in hand to helL 

His oration to his Army. 

What shall I say more than I have inferr'd? 
Remember whom you are to cope withal: 316 
A sort of vagabonds, rascals, and rua-aways, 
A scum of Bretons and base lackey peasants. 
Whom their o'er-cloyed country vomits forth 
To desperate adventures and assur'd destruc¬ 
tion. 8 s0 


You sleeping safe, they bring you to unrest; 

You having lands, and bless d with beauteous 
wives, 

They would restrain the one, distain the other. 
And who doth lead them but a paltry fellow, 324 
Long kept in Britaine at our mother's cost? 

A milksop, one that never in his life 
Felt so much cold as over shoes in snow? 32? 
Let's whip these stragglers o'er the sea again; 
Lash hence these overweening rags of France, 
These famish’d beggars, weary of their lives; 
Who, but for dreaming on this fond exploit. 
For want of means, poor rats, had bang'd 
themselves: 332 

If we be conquer’d, let men conquer us, 

And not these bastard Bretons; whom our fathers 
Have in their own land beaten, bobb’d, and 
thump’d. 

And. on record, left them the heirs of shame. 338 
Shalt these enjoy our lands? lie with our wives? 
Ravish our daughters? [Drum afar off. 

Hark! I hear their drum. 
Tight, gentlemen of England! fight, bold yeo¬ 
men! 339 

Draw, archers, draw your arrows to the head! 
Spur your proud horses hard, and ride in blood; 
Amaze the welkin with your broken staves! 

Enter a Messenger. 

What says Lord Stanley? will he bring his 
power? 

Mess. My lord, he doth deny to come. 344 
K. Rich. Off with his son George’s head! 
Nor. My lord, the enemy is pass’d the marsh: 
After the battle let George Stanley die. 

K. Rich. A thousand hearts are great within 
my bosom: 348 

Advance our standards! set upon our foes! 
Our a ncient word of courage, fair Saint George, 
Inspire us with the spleen of fiery dragons! 
Upon them! Victory sits upon our helms. 332 

[Exeunt. 

Scene IV. —Another Fart of the Field. 
Alarum: Excursions. Enter Norfolk and 
Forces: to him catisby. 

Cate. Rescue, my Lord of Norfolk! rescue, 
rescue 1 

The king enacts more wonders than a man, 
Daring an opposite to every danger: 

His horse is slain, and all on foot he fights, 4 
Seeking for Richmond in the throat of death. 
Rescue, fair lord, or else the day is lost! 

Alarum. Enter KINO RICHARD. 

K. Rich. A horse! a horse! my kingdom for 
a horse! 

Cate. Withdraw, my lord; I'll help you to 
a horse. 8 

K. Rich. Slave! I have set my life upon a cast. 
And I will stand the hazard of the die. 

I think there be six Richmonds in the field; 
Five have I slain to-day, instead of him.— 12 
A horse! a horse! my kingdom for a horse! 

[Exeunt. 





<34 (ACT V, MOT IV] 

„ ,, That in sutaiisslon will return to ui: 

Alarum], Enter from opposite sides king And then, as we have ta’en the MmmfM 
RICHARD and SICHMOND, and exeunt fighting. We will unite the white rose and the red; 3 : 
Retreat and flourish. Then renter rich- Smile, heaven, upon this fair conjunction, 
mono, Stanley, bearing the crowt, with That long hath frown'd upon their enmity! 
dims other Lords, and rorces, What traitor hears me, and says not amen? 

Richm, God and your arms be prais'd, vie* England hath long been mad, and scarr’d her* 
torious friends; self; 36 

The day is ours, the bloody dog is dead. Hie brother blindly shed the brother's blood, 

Stan. Courageous Richmond, well hast thou The father rashly slaughter’d his own son, 
acquit thee! 16 The son, compell’d, been butcher to the sire: 

Lo! here, this long*usurped royalty All this divided York and Lancaster, 40 
From the dead temples of this bloody wretch Divided in their dire division, 

Have I pluck’d off, to grace thy brows withal: 01 now, let Richmond and Elizabeth, 

Wear it, enjoy it, and make much of it 20 The true succeeded of each royal house, 
Richm, Great God of heaven, say amen to By God’s fair ordinance conjoin together; 44 
all! And let their heirs-God, if thy will be so,— 

But, tell me, is young George Stanley living? Enrich the time to come with smootb-fac'd 
Stan, He is, my lord, and safe in Leicester peace, 
town; With smiling plenty, and fair prosperous days! 

Whither, if you please, we may withdraw us. 24 Abate the edge of traitors, gracious Lord, 4* 
Richm, What men of name are slain on That would reduce these bloody days again, 
either side ? And make poor England weep in streams of 

Stan. John Duke of Norfolk, Walter Lord blood! 

Ferrers, Let them not live to taste this land’s increase, 

Sir Robert Brakenbuiy, and Sir William Bran* That would with treason wound ibis fair land's 
don. peace! 52 

Richm. Inter their bodies as becomes their Nowcivil wounds arestopp'd,peace lives again: 
births; it That she may long live here, God say amen! 

Proclaim a pardon to the soldiers Bed [Exeunt. 
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PROLOGUE 

I come no more to make you laugh: things now. 
That bear a weighty and a serious brow. 

Sad, high, and working, fall of state ana woe. 
Such noble scenes as draw the eye to flow, 4 
We now present. Those that can pity, here 
May, if they think it well, let fall a tear; 

The subject will deserve it. Such as give 
Their money out of hope they may believe, 8 
May here find truth too. Those that come to see 
Only a show or two, and so agree 
The play may pass, if they be still and willing. 
I’ll undertake may see away their shilling 12 
Richly in two short hours. Only they 
That come to hear a merry, bawdy play, 

A noise of targets, or to see a fellow 

in a long motley coat guarded with yellow, 16 

Will be deceiv'd; for, gentle hearers, know. 

To rank our chosen truth with such a show 
As fool and fight is, besides forfeiting 
Our own brains, and the opinion that we bring, 
To make that only true we now intend, 21 
Will leave us never an understanding friend. 
Therefore, for goodness' sake, and os you are 
known 

The first and happiest hearers of the town, 14 
Be sad, as we would make ye; think ye see 
The very persons of our noble story 
As they were living; think you see them great. 
And follow'd with the general throng and sweat a 8 
Of thousand friends; then, in a moment see 
How soon this mightiness meets misery; 


And if you can be merry then. I’ll say 
A man may weep upon his wedding day. 3a 

ACT I 

Scene I.— London. An Antechamber in the 
Palace. 

Enter at one door the duke of NORFOLK; at the 
other, the duke OP Buckingham and the 
LORD ABERGAVENNY. 

Buck, Good morrow, and well met. How 
have you done. 

Since last we saw in France? 

Nor. 1 thank your Grace, 

Healthful; and ever since a fresh admirer 
Of what I saw there. 

Buck. An untimely ague 4 

Stay'd me a prisoner in my chamber, when 
Those suns of glory, those two lights of men, 
Met in the vale of Andren. 

Nor. TwlxtGuynesandArde: 

I was then present, saw them salute on horse¬ 
back; 8 

Beheld them, when they lighted, how they clung 
In their embracement, as they grew together; 
Which had they, what four thron’d ones could 
have weigh d 

Such a compounded one? 

Buck. All the whole time is 

I was my chamber’s prisoner. 

Nor. Then yon lost 

The view of earthly glory: men might say. 

Till this time, pomp was single, but now married 
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To one above Itself. Each following day x 6 
Became the next day’s master, till the last 
Made former wonders its. To-day the French 
All clinquant, all in gold, like heathen gods. 
Shone down the English; and to-morrow they 
Made Britain India: every man that stood 21 
Show’d like a mine. Their dwarfish pages were 
As cherubins, all gilt: the madams, too, 

Not us’d to toil, did almost sweat to bear 24 
The pride upon them, that their very labour 
Was to them as a painting. Now this masque 
Was cried incomparable; and the ensuing night 
Made it a fool, and beggar. The two kings, 28 
Equal in lustre, were now best, now worst. 
As presence did present them; him in eye, 

Still him in praise; and, being present both, 
’Twas said they saw but one; and no discemer 
Durst wag his tongue in censure. When these 
suns— 33 

For so they phrase ’em—by their heralds chal¬ 
leng’d 

The noble spirits to arms, they did perform 
Beyond thought’s compass; that former fabu¬ 
lous story, 36 

Being now seen possible enough, got credit, 
That Be vis was believ’d. 

Buck. Ol you go far. 

Nor. As I belong to worship, and affect 
In honour honesty, the tract of every thing 40 
Would by a good discourser lose some life, 
Which action's self was tongue to. All was 
royal; 

To the disposing of it nought rebell’d. 

Order gave each thing view; the office did 44 
Distinctly his full function. 

Buck. Who did guide, 

I mean, who set the body and the limbs 
Of this great sport together, as you guess? 

Nor. One, certes, that promises noelement 48 
In such a business. 

Buck. I pray you, who, my lord? 

Nor. All this was order’d by the good dis¬ 
cretion 

Of the right reverend Cardinal of York. 

Buck. The devil speed him! no man’s pie is 
freed 52 

From his ambitious finger. What had he 
To do in these fierce vanities? I wonder 
That such a keech can with his very bulk 
Take up the rays o’ the beneficial sun, 36 
And keep it Bom the earth. 

Nor. Surely, sir. 

There ’$ in him stuff that puts him to these ends; 
For, being not propp’d by ancestry, whose grace 
Chalks successors their way, nor call’d upon 60 
For high feats done to the crown; neither allied 
To eminent assistants; but, spider-like, 

Otft of his self-drawing web, he gives us note. 
The force of his own merit makes his way; 64 
A gift that heaven gives for him, which buys 
A place next to the king. 

Aber. I cannot tell 

What heaven hath given him: let some graver eye 
Pierce into that; but I can see his pride 68 

Peep through each part of him; whence has be 
Oat? 


If not from hell, the devil is a niggard. 

Or has given all before, and he begins 
A new hell in himself. 

Buck. Why the devil, 72 

Upon this French going-out, took he upon him. 
Without the privity o’ the king, to appoint 
Who should attend on him? He makes up the 
file 

Of all the gentry; for the most part such 76 
To whom as great a charge as little honour 
He meant to lay upon: and his own letter,— 
The honourable board of council out,— 

Must fetch him in he papers. 

Aber. I do know So 

Kinsmen of mine, three at the least, that have 
By this so sicken’d their estates, that never 
They shall abound as formerly. 

Buck. Ol many 

Have broke their backs with laying manors 
on ’em 84 

For this great journey. What did this vanity 
But minister communication of 
A most poor issue? 

Nor. Grievingly I think. 

The peace between the French and us not 
values 88 

The cost that did conclude it. 

Buck. Every mau. 

After the hideous storm that follow’d, was 
A thing inspir’d; and, not consulting, broke 
Into a general prophecy: That this tempest, 9a 
Dashing the garment of this peace, aboded 
The sudden breach on’t. 

Nor. Which is budded out; 

For France hath flaw’d the league, and hath 
attach’d 

Our merchants’ goods at Bourdeaux. 

Aber. Is it therefore 96 

The ambassador is silenc’d? 

Nor. Many, is’t. 

Aber. A proper title of a peace; and pur¬ 
chas’d 

At a superfluous rate! 

Buck. Why, all this bushiest 

Our reverend cardinal carried. 

Nor: Like it your Grace, too 

The state takes notice of the private difference 
Betwixt you and the cardinal. I advise you,— 
And take it from a heart that wishes towards 
yon 

Honour and plenteous safety,—that you read 
The cardinal's malice and his potency 103 
Together; to consider further that 
What his high hatred would effect wants not 
A minister in his power. You know his nature. 
That he’s revengeful; and I know his sword 109 
Hath a sharp edge: it’s long, and't may be said. 
It reaches far; and where’twill not extend. 
Thither he darts it. Bosom up my counsel, ns 
You’ll find it wholesome. Lo where comes that 
rock 

That I advise your shunning. 

Enter cardinal wolsey,— the Purse borne 
before him, — certain of the Guard, ana two 
Secretaries with papers. The cardinal in his 
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passage fixeth his eye on nucxmOBUf, and 
BUCKINGHAM on him, both full of disdain. 

Wol. The Duke of Buckingham’! surveyor, 
ha? 

Where’s his examination t 
First Seer. Here, so please you. izC 

Wol. Is he in person ready? 

First Seer. Ay, please your Grace. 

Wol. Well, we shall then know more; and 
Buckingham 

Shall lessen this big look. 

„ . —. [Exeunt WOLSEY, and Train. 

Buck. This butcher’s cur is venom-mouth’d, 
and I 120 

Have not the power to muzzle him; therefore 
best 

Not wake him in his slumber. A beggar’s book 
Outworths a noble's blood. 

Nor. What I are you chaf’d? 

Ask God for temperance; that’s the appliance 
only 124 

Which your disease requires. 

Buck. I read in’s looks 

Matter against me; and his eye revil’d 
Me, as his abject object; at this instant 
He bores me with some trick: he’s gone to the 
king; 128 

IH follow, and out-stare him. 

Nor. Stay, my lord. 

And let your reason with your choler question 
What ’tis you go about. To climb steep hills 
Requires slow pace at first; anger is like 13s 
A full-hot horse, who being allow'd his way. 
Self-mettle tires him. Not a man in England 
Can advise me like you: be to yourself 
As; you would to your friend. 

Buck. I’ll to the king; 136 

And from a mouth of honour quite cry down 
This Ipswich fellow’s insolence, or proclaim 
There’s difference in no persons. 

Nor. Be advis’d; 

Heat not a furnace for your foe so hot 140 
That it do singe yourself. We may outrun 
By violent swiftness that which we run at. 

And lose by overrunning. Know you not, 143 
The fire that mounts the liquor till it run o’er, 
In seaming to augment it wastes it? Be advis’d: 
I say again, there is no English soul 
More stronger to direct you than yourself, 

If with the sap of reason you would quench, 148 
Or but allay, the fire of passion. 

Buck. Sir, 

I am thankful to you, and I’ll go along 
By your prescription: but this top-proud fellow 
Whom from the flow of gall I name not, but 15s 
From sincere motions,—by intelligence. 

And proofs as clear as founts in July, when 
We see each grain of gravel,—I do know 
To be corrupt and treasonous. 

Nor. Say not, 'treasonous.* 15S 

Buck. To the king I’ll say’t; and make my 
, vquch as strong 

As shore of rock. Attend. This holy fine, 

Or wolf, or both,—for he is equal ravenous 
As he Is subtle, and as prone to mischief i«o 


As able to perform’t, his mind and place 
Infecting one another, yea, reciprocally. 

Only to show his pomp as well In France 
As here at home, suggests the king our 
To this last costly treaty, the interview, i«j 
That swallow’d so much treasure, and like a 
glass 

Did break i* the rinsing. 

Nor. Faith, and so It did. 

Buck. Pray give me favour, sir. This cunning 
cardinal 16S 

The articles o’ the combination drew 
As himself pleas'd; and they were ratifieu 
As he cried, ‘Thus let be,’ to as much end 
As give a crutch to the dead. But our count- 
cardinal 172 

Has dohe this, and ’tis well; for worthy Wolsey, 
Who cannot err, he did it. Now this follows,— 
Which, as I take it, is a kind of puppy 
To the old dam, treason, Charles the emperor, 
Under pretence to see the queen his aunt,—177 
For ’twas indeed his colour, but he came 
To whisper Wolsey,—here makes visitation: 
His fears were, that the interview betwixt 180 
England and France might, through their amity. 
Breed him some prejudice; for from this league 
Peep d harms that menac'd him. He privily 
Deals with our cardinal, and, as I trow, 184 
Which I do well; for, I am sure the emperor 
Paid ere he promis’d; whereby his suit was 
granted 

Ere it was ask’d; but when the way was made, 
And pav’d with gold, the emperor thus desir'd: 
That he would please to alter the king’s course. 
And break the foresaid peace. Let the king 
know— 

As soon he shall by me—that thus the cardinal 
Does buy and sell his honour as he pleases, i»s 
And for his own advantage. 

Nor. I am sorry 

To hear this of him; and could wish he were 
Something mistaken in’t. 

Buck. No, not a syllable: 

I do pronounce him in that very shape 196 
He shall appear in proof.,/ 

Enter brandon; a Sergeant-at-Arm* before 
him. 

Bran. Your office, sergeant; execute it. 
Serg. Sir, 

My Lord the Duke of Buckingham, and Earl 
Of Hereford, Stafford, and Northampton, 1 200 
Arrest thee of high treason, in the name 
Of our most sovereign king. 

Buck. Lo you, my lord. 

The net has fall’n upon met I snail perish 
Under device and practice. 

Bran. I am sorry 204 

To see you ta’en from liberty, to look on 
The business present. Tis his highness* plea¬ 
sure 

You shall to the Tower. 

Buck. It will help me nothing 

To plead mine innocence, for that dye is on me 
Which makes my whit’st part black. The will 
of heaven 209 
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Be done in this and ail things 1 I obey. 

O! my I.ord Abergavenny, fare you well! 
Bran. Nay, he must bear you company. [To 

ABERGAVENNY. 1 The king 212 

Is pleas'd you shall to the Tower, till you know 
How he determines further. 

Aber. As the duke said. 

The will of heaven be done, and the king’s 
pleasure 
By me obey’d I 

Bran. Here is a warrant from 216 

The king to attach Lord Montacute; and the 
bodies 

Of the duke’s confessor, John de la Car, 

One Gilbert Peck, his chancellor,— 

Buck. So, so; 219 

These are the limbs o’ the plot: no more, I hope. 
Bran. A monk o' the Chartreux. 

Buck. Ol Nicholas Hopkins? 

Bran. He. 

Buck. My surveyor is false; the o’er-great 
cardinal 

Hath show’d him gold. My life is spann’d 
already: 

I am the shadow of poor Buckingham, 224 
Whose figure even this instant cloud puts on. 
By dark'ning my clear sun. My ford, farewell. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene H. —The Council Chamber. 

Enter the KINO, leaning on the CARDINAL’S 
shoulder, the Lords of the Council, sir 
Thomas lovell. Officers, and Attendants. 
The cardinal places himself under the king’s 
feet on the right side. 

K. Hen. My life itself, and the best heart of it, 
Thanks you for this great care: I stood i’ the level 
Of a full-charg'd confederacy, and give thanks 
To you that chok’d it. Let be call’d before us 4 
That gentleman of Buckingham’s; in person 
I’ll hear him his confessions justify; 

And point by point the treasons of his master 
He shall again relate. 8 

A noise within, crying, ‘Room for the Queen!’ 
Enter queen Katharine, ushered by the dukes 
or Norfolk and Suffolk: she kneels. The 
kino risethfrom his state, takes her up, kisses, 
and placeth her by him. 

Q. Kath. Nay, we must longer kneel: I am 
a suitor. 

K. Hen. Arise, and take place by ns: half 
your suit 

Never name to us; you have half our power: 
The other moiety, ere you ask, is given; 12 
Repeat your will, and take it. 

Q. Kath. Thank your majesty. 

That you would love yourself, and in that love 
Not unconsider’d leave your honour, nor 
The dignity of your office, is the point 16 

Of my petition. 

K. Hen. Ladv mine, proceed. 

Q. Kath. I am solicited, not by a few, 

And those of true condition, that your subjects 
Are in great grievance: there have been com* 
missi ons 20 


Sent down among ’em, which hath flaw'd the 
heart 

Of all their loyalties: wherein, although, 

My good Lord Cardinal, they vent reproaches 
Most bitterly on you, as putter-on 24 

Of these exactions, yet the king our master,— 
Whose honour heaven shield from soil 1 —even 
he escapes not 

Language unmannerly; yea, such which breaks 
The sides of loyalty, and almost appears 28 
In loud rebellion. 

Nor. Not almost appears, 

It doth appear; for, upon these taxations, 

The clothiers all, not able to maintain 
The many to them ’longing, have put off 32 
The spinsters, carders, fullers, weavers, who, 
Unfit for other life, compell’d by hunger 
And lack of other means, in desperate manner 
Daring the event to the teeth, are all in up¬ 
roar. 

And danger serves among them. 

K. Hen. Taxation! 

Whereinl and what taxation? My Lord Car¬ 
dinal, 

You that ate blam’d for it alike with us. 
Know you of this taxation? 

Wol. Please you, sir, 40 

I know but of a single part in aught 
Pertains to the state; and front but in that file 
Where others tell steps with me. 

Q. Kath. No, my lord. 

You know no more than others; but you frame 
Things that are known alike; which are not 
wholesome 45 

To those which would not know them, and yet 
must 

Perforce be their acquaintance. These exac¬ 
tions. 

Whereof my sov’reign would have note, they 
are 48 

Most pestilent to the hearing; and to bear ’em, 
The back is sacrifice to the load. They say 
They are devis’d by you, or'else you suffer 
Too hard an exclamation. 

K. Hen. Still exaction! 52 

The nature of it ? In what kind, let’s know. 

Is this exaction? 

Q. Kath. I am much too venturous 

In tempting of your patience; but am bolden'd 
Under your promis d pardon. The subjects’ 
grief 5 « 

Comes through commissions, which compel 
from each 

The sixth part of his substance, to be levied 
Without delay; and the pretence for this 
Is nam'd, your wars in France, This makes 
bold mouths: 60 

Tongues spit their duties out, and cold hearts 
freeze 

Allegiance in them; their curses now 
Live where their prayers did; and it's come to 
pass. 

This tractable obedience Is a slave *4 

To each incensed will. I would your highness 
Would give it quick consideration, for 
There is no primer business. 
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IT. Hen. By my life. 

This is against our pleasure. 

Wol. And for me, 68 

I have no further gone in this than by 
A single voice, and that not pass'd me but 
By learned approbation of tne judges. If I am 
Traduc’d by ignorant tongues, which neither 
• know 72 

My faculties nor person, yet will be 
The chronicles of my doing, let me say 
.Tia but the fate of place, and the rough brake 
That virtue must go through. We must not 
stint 76 

Our necessary actions, in the fear 
To cope malicious censurers; which ever. 

As rav'nous fishes, do a vessel follow 
That is new-trimm'd, but benefit no further 80 
Than vainly longing. What we oft do best. 
By sick interpreters, once weak ones, is 
Not ours, or not allow'd; what worst, as oft. 
Hitting a grosser quality, is cried up 84 

For our best act. If we shall stand still, 

In fear our motion will be mock'd or carp’d at. 
We should take root here where we sit, or sit 
State-statues only. 

K. Hen. Things done well, 88 

And with a care, exempt themselves from fear; 
Things done without example, in their issue 
Are to be fear’d. Have you a precedent 
Of this commission? I believe, not any. 92 
We must not rend our subjects from our laws. 
And stick them in our will. Sixth part of each? 
A trembling contribution 1 Why, we take 
From every tree, lop, bark, and part o’ the 
timber; 96 

And. though we leave it with a root, thus 
back’d. 

The air will drink the sap. To every county 
Where this is question'd, send our letters, with 
Free pardon to each man that has denied 100 
The force of this commission. Pray, look to't; 
I put it to your care. 

Wol. [To the Secretary.] A word with you. 
Let there be letters writ to every shire, 

Of the king's grace and pardon. The griev’d 
commons 104 

Hardly conceive of me; let it be nois’d 
That through our intercession this revokement 
And pardon comes; I shall anon advise you 
Further in the proceeding. [Exit Secretary. 

Enter Surveyor. 

0 . Kath. I am sorry that the Duke of Buck¬ 
ingham ««» 

Is ion in your displeasure. 

K. Hen. It grieves many: 

The gentleman is team’d, and a most rare 
speaker. 

To nature none more bound; his training such 
That he may furnish and instruct great teachers, 
And never seek for aid out of himself. Yet see. 
When these so noble benefits shall prove 
Not well disoos'd, the mind growing once cor- 
rupt, ji6 

They turn to vtdous forms, ten times more ugly 
Than ever they were fair. This man 10 complete. 


Who was enroll d mongst wonder*, and when 
we. 

Almost with ravish’d listening, could not find 
His hour of speech a minute; he, my lady, rsr 
Hath into monstrous habits put the graces 
That once were his, and is become as black 
As if besmear'd in hell. Sit by us; you shall 
hear— 124 

This was his gentleman in trust—of him 
Things to strike honour sad. Bid him recount 
The fore-red ted practices; whereof 
We cannot feel too little, hear too much. 128 
Wol. Stand forth; and with bold spirit relate 
what you. 

Most like a careful subject, have collected 
Out of the Duke of Buckingham. 

K. Hen. Speak freely. 

Surv. First, It was usual with him, everyday 
It would infect his speech, that if the king 133 
Should without issue die, he’d carry it so 
To make the sceptre his. These vety words 
I’ve heard him utter to his son-in-law, 136 
Lord Abergavenny, to whom by oath he 
menac’d 

Revenge upon the cardinal. 

Wol. Please your highness, note 

This dangerous conception in this point. 

Not friended by his wish, to your nigh person 
His will is most malignant; and it stretches 141 
Beyond you, to your friends. 

Q. Kath. My leam’d Lord Cardinal, 

Denver all with charity. 

K. Hen. Speak on; 

How grounded he his title to the crown 144 
Upon our fail ? to this point hast thou heard him 
At any time speak aught? 

Surv. He was brought to this 

By a vain prophecy of Nicholas Hopkins. 

K. Hen. What was that Hopkins? 

Surv. Sir, a Chaitreux friar, 

His confessor, who fed him every minute 149 
With words of sovereignty. 

K. Hen. How know’st thou this? 

Surv. Not long before your highness sped to 
France, 

The duke being at the Rose, within the parish 
Saint Lawrence Poultney, did of me demand 133 
What was the speech among the Londoners 
Concerning the French journey: I replied, 

Men fear’d the French would prove perfidious, 
To the king’s danger. Presently the duke 137 
Said, ’twas the fear, indeed; and that he 
doubted 

Twould prove the verity of certain words 
Spoke by a holy monk {‘that oft,’says he, 160 
’Hath sent to me, wishing me to permit 
John de la Car, my chaplain, a choice hour 
To hear from him a matter of some moment: 
Whom after under the confession’s seal 164 
He solemnly had sworn, that what he spoke. 
My chaplain to no creature living but 
To me should utter, with demure confidence 
This pausingly ensu'd: neither the king nor’s 

heirs— . 16* 

Tell you the duke—shall prosper: bid him 
strive 
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To fain the love o' the commonalty: the duke 
ShaB govern England.' 

Q.Kath. If I know you vndl. 

You woe the duke's surveyor, and lost your 
office 172 

On the complaint o’ the tenants: take good 
heed 

You charge not in your spleen a noble person. 
And spoil your nobler soul. I say, take heed; 
Yes, heartily beseech you. 

K. Hen. Let him on. 17* 

Go forward. 

Sure. On my soul. Til speak but truth. 
I told my lord the duke, by the devil’s illusions 
The monk might be deceiv’d; and that ’twas 
dangerous For Mm 

To ruminate on this so far, until tso 

It forg’d him some design, which, being believ’d, 
It was much like to do. He answer’d, ’Tushl 
It can do me no damage:’ adding further. 

That had the king in his last sickness fail’d, 1S4 
The cardinal’s and Sir Thomas Lovell’s heads 
Should have gone off. 

K. Hen. Hal what, so rank? Ah, ha! 
There’s mischief in this man. Canst thou say 
farther? 

Sure. I can, my liege. 

K. Hen. Proceed. 

Sure. Being at Greenwich, 

After your highness had reprov’d the duke ste 
About Sir William Blomer,— 

K. Hen. I remember 

Of such a time: being my sworn servant, 
Thm-duke retain’d him his. But on; what 
hence? w 

Sure. ‘If,’quoth he,’I for this had been com¬ 
mitted. 

As, to the Tower. I thought, I would have play’d 
The part my father meant to act upon 
The usurper Richard; who, being at Salisbury, 
Made suit to come in’s presence; which if 
granted, 197 

As he made semblance of his duty, would 
Have put bis knife into him.’ 

K. Hen. A giant traitor! 

Wo!. Now, madam, may his highness live 
in freedom, 100 

And this man out of prison? 

Q. Kath. God mend all! 

K. Hen. There’s something more would out 
of thee? what sayst? 

Sure. After ’the duke his father,* with 'the 
knife,’ 

He stretch’d Mm, and, with one hand on his 
dagger, 204 

Another spread on's breast, mounting his eyes. 
He did discharge a horrible oath; whose tenour 
Was, were he evil us’d, he would outgo 
His father by as much as a performance sot 
Does an irresolute purpose. 

K. Hen. There’s his period; 

To sheathe his knife in us. He is attach'd; 

Call Mm to present trial: if he may 
Find mercy In the law, ’tis his; if none, 212 

Let him not seek’t of us: by day and night! 
He’s traitor to the height. {Juseunt, 


Scene HI .—A Room in the Palace. 


Enter the Lord Chamberlain and Loan sands, 
Cham. Is’t possible the spells of France 
should juggle 

Men Into such strange mysteries? 

Sands. New customs, 

Though they be never so ridiculous. 

Nay, let ’em be unmanly, yet are follow’d. 4 
Cham. As far aa I see, all the good our Eng¬ 
lish 

Have got by the late voyage Is but merely 
A fit or two o’ the face; but they are shrewd 
ones; 

For when they bold ’em, you would swear 
directly. s 

Their very noees had been counaellon 
To Pepin or Gtetharius, they keep state *0. 
Sands. They have au new legs, and lame 
ones: one would take it. 

That never saw ’em pace before, the spavin 12 
Or springhalt reign’d among ’em. 

Cham. Death) my lord. 

Their clothes are after such a pagan cut too, 
That, sure, they’vo worn out Christendom. 

Enter na Thomas loveix. 

How now I 

What news. Sir Thomas Lovell? 

Lov. Faith, my lord. 

I hear of none, but the new proclamation 17 
That’s clapp’d upon the court-gate. 

Cham. What is’t for? 

Lor. The reformation of our traveil’d gal¬ 
lants, ~ 

That fill the court with quarrels, talk, and 
tailors. 20 

Cham. I am glad *tis there: now I would 
pray our monsieun 

To think an English courtier may be wise. 

And never see the Louvre. 

Lov. They must either— 

For so run the conditions—leave those rem¬ 
nants 24 

Of fool and feather that they got in France,' 
With all their honourable points of ignorance 
Pertaining thereunto,—as fights and fireworks; 
Abusing better men than they can be, 2S 
Out of a foreign wisdom;—renouncing clean 
The faith they have in tennis and tall stockings. 
Short blister’d breeches, and those types of 
travel. 

And understand again Bice honest men; 32 
Or pack to their old playfellows: there, I take it. 
They may, cum privilegio, wear away 
The lag end of their lewdnesj, and be laugh’d at. 
Sands. Tis time to give ’em physic, their 
diseases S* 

Are grown so catching. 

Cham. What a loss our ladies 

Will have of these trim vanities I 
Lae. Ay, marry. 

There will be woe indeed, lords: the sly whore¬ 
sons 

Havegots speeding trick to lay down ladles; 4 ® 
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A French song and a fiddle has no fellow. 
Sands. The devil fiddle ’em! I am glad they’re 
going: 

For, sure, there’s no converting of’em: now 
An honest country lord, as I am, beaten 44 
A long time out of play, may bring his plain- 
song 

And have an hour of hearing; and, by’r lady. 
Held current music too. 

Cham. Well said, Lord Sands; 

Your colt’s tooth is not cast yet. 

Sands. No, my lord; 48 

Nor shall not, while I have a stump. 

Cham. Sir Thomas, 

Whither were you a-going? 

Lov. To the cardinal’s: 

Your lordship is a guest too. 

Cham. O! ’tis true: 

This night he makes a supper, and a great one. 
To many lords and ladies; there will be 53 
The beauty of this kingdom. I’ll assure you. 
Lov. That churchman bears a bounteous 
mind indeed, 

A hand as fruitful as the land that feeds us; 56 
His dews fall everywhere. 

Cham. No doubt he’s noble; 

He had a black mouth that said other of him. 
Sands. He may, my lord; he has where¬ 
withal: in him 

Sparing would show a worse sin than 91 
doctrine: 60 

Men of his way should be most liberal; 

They are set here for examples. 

Cham. True, they are so; 

But few now give so great ones. My barge 
stays; 

Your lordship shall along. Come, good Sir 
Thomas, 64 

We shall be late else; which I would not be. 
For I was spoke to, with Sir Henry Guildford, 
This night to bs comptrollers. 

Sands. X am your lordship’s. 

[Exeunt. 


SCENE TV.—The Presence-chamber in 
York-Place. 

Hautboys. A small table under a state for car¬ 
dinal wolsiiY, a longer table for the guests. 
Enter, at one door, ANNE BULLEN, and divers 
Lords, Ladies, anti Gentlewomen, as guests; 
at another door, enter sir henry ouildeord. 
Guild. Ladies, a general welcome from his 
Grace 

Salutes ye all; this night he dedicates 
To fair content and you. None here, he hopes, 
In all this noble bevy, has brought with her 4 
One care abroad; he would have all as merry 
As, first, good company, good wine, good wel¬ 
come 

Can make good people. 

» Enter Lord Chamberlain, lord sands, and 

SIR THOMAS LOVELL. 

O, my lord! you’re tardy: 
The very thought of this fair company 8 


Clapp’d wings to me. 

Cham. You are young. Sir Harry Guildford. 
Sands. Sir i homas Lovell, had the cardinal 
But half my lay-thoughts in him, some of these 
Should find a running banquet eie they rested, 
I think would better please ’em: by my life, 13 
They are a sweet society of fair ones. 

Lov. Ol that your lordship were but now 
confessor 

To one or two of these! 

Sands. I would I were; r6 

They should find easy penance. 

Cp*-, . Faith, how easy? 

Sands. Aseasyasadown-bedwouldaffordiL 
Cham. Sweet ladies, will n please you sit? 
Sir Harry, 

Place you that side, I’U take the charge of this; 
His Grace is ent’ring. Nay you must not freeze; 
Two womenplac’dtogether makes cold weather: 
My Lord Sands, you are one will keep ’em 
waking; 

Pray, sit between these ladies. 

Sands. By my faith, 24 

And thank your lordship. By your leave, sweet 
ladies: [Seati himself between ANNE bul- 
... , .. .. len and another Lady. 

If I chance to talk a little wild, forgive me; 

I had it from my father. 

Anne. Was he mad, dr? 

Sands. Ol very mad, exceeding mad; in love 
too: 18 

But he would bite none; ]ust as 1 do now. 

He would kiss you twenty with a breath. 

_ _ IAujm her. 

Cham. Well said, my lord. 

So, now you’re feirly seated. Gentlemen, 

The penance lies on you, if these fair ladies 31 
Pass away frowning. 

Sands. For my little cure. 

Let me alone. 


Hautboys. Enter cardinal wolsey, attended, 
and takes his state. 

Wot. You’re welcome, my fair guests: that 
noble lady. 

Or gentleman, that is not freely merry, 3* 
Is not my friend: this, to confirm my welcome; 
And to you all, good health. [Drinks. 

Sands. Your Grace is noble: 

Let me have such a bowl may hold my thankm. 
And save me so much talking. 

Wol. My Lord Sands, 40 

I am beholding to you: cheer your neighbours. 
Ladies, you are not merry: gentlemen. 

Whose fault is this? 

Sands. The red wine first must rise 

In their fair checks, my lord; then, we shall 
have ’em 44 

Talk us to silence. 

Anne. You are a merry gamester. 

My Lord Sands. 

Sands. Yes, if I make my play. 

Here’s to your ladyship; and pledge it, madam. 
For 'tis to such a thing,— 

Anne. You cannot show me. 48 

Sands. I told your Grace they would talk 
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•non. [Dram and trumpets within: 

chambers discharged. 
Wol. What's that? 

Cham. Look out there, some of ye. 

[Exit a Servant 
Wol. What war-like voice, 

And to what end, is this; Nay, ladies, fear 
not; 

By all the laws of war you’re privileg'd. ja 

Re-enter Servant 
Cham. How now, what is't; 

Serv. A noble troop of strangers: 

For so they seem: they’ve left their barge and 
landed; 

And hither make, as great ambassadors 
From foreign princes. 

Wol. Good Lord Chamberlain, it 

Go, give 'em welcome; yon can speak the 
French tongue; 

And, pray, receive ’em nobly, and conduct 'em 
Into our presence, where this heaven of beauty 
Shall shine at full upon them. Some attend 
him. 

[Exit the Lord Chamberlain, attended. All 
arise, and tables removed. 
You have now a broken banquet; but we’ll 
mend it 6i 

A good digestion to you all; and once more 
I shower a welcome on ye; welcome all. 

Hautboys. Enter the KINO, and Others, as 
masquers, habited like shepherds, ushered by 
the Lord Chamberlain. They pass directly 
before the cardinal, and gracefully salute 
him. 

A noble company 1 what are their pleasures ? 
Cham. Because they speak no English, thus 
they pray'd 6s 

To tell your Grace: that having heard by fame 
Of this so noble and so fair assembly 
This night to meet here, they could do no less, 
Out of the great respect they bear to beauty, 69 
But leave their flodcs; and, under your fair 
conduct. 

Crave leave to view these ladies, and entreat 
An hour of revels with ’em. 

Wol. Say, Lord Chamberlain, 

They have done my poor house grace; for which 
I pay ’em 73 

A thousand thanks, and pray ’em take their 
pleasures. 

[They choose Ladles for the dance. The kino 
chooses ANNE BULLEN. 
K. Hen. The fairest hand I ever touch’d! O 
beauty, 

Till now I never knew thee! [Music. Dance. 
Wol. My lord. 

Cham. Your Grace? 

Wol. Pray tell them thus much from me: 
There should be one amongst ’em, by his person. 
More worthy this place than myself; to whom, 
If 1 but knew him, with my love and duty So 
I would surrender it 
Cham. I will, my lord. 

[Whispers the Masquers. 


Wol. What say they? 

Cham. Such a one, they all confess, 

There is, indeed; which they would have your 
Grace 

Find out and be will take it 

Wot. Let me see then. S4 

[Comes from his state. 
By all your good leaves, g en t lemen, here I'll 
make 

My royal choice. 

K. Hen. [Unmasking.] You have found him, 

rflrriinftT 

You hold a fair assembly; you do well, lord: 
You are a churchman, or, 111 tell you, cardinal, 
1 should judge now unhappily. 

Wol. I am glad Sg 

Your Grace is grown 10 pleasant 
K. Hen. My Lord Chamberlain, 

Prithee, come hither. What fair lady’s that; 
Cham. An’t please your Grace, Sir Thomas 
Bullen's daughter, 92 

The Viscount Rochford, one of her highness* 
women. 

K. Hen. By heaven, she is a dainty one. 
Sweetheart * 

I were unmannerly to take you out 

And not to kiss you. A health, gentlemen! 96 

Let it go round. 

Wol. SirThomas Lovell, is the banquet ready 
r the privy chamber; 

Lov. Yes, my lord. 

Wol. Your Grace, 

I fear, with dancing is a little heated. 100 
K. Hen. 1 fear, too much. 

Wol. There’s fresher air, my lord. 

In the next chamber. 

K. Hen. Lead in your ladies, every one. 
Sweet partner, 

I must not yet forsake you. Let’s be merry: 104 
Good my Lord Cardinal, I have half a dozen 
healths 

To drink to these fair ladies, and a measure 
To lead 'em once again; ana then let’s dream 
Who’s best in favour. Let the music knock it. 

[Exeunt with trumpets. 

ACT n 

SCENE I.— Westminster. A Street. 

Enter two Gentlemen, meeting. 

First Gent. Whither away so fast? 

Sec. Gent. O! God save ye. 

E’en to the hall, to hear what shall become 
Of the great Duke of Buckingham. 

First Gent. I’ll save you 

That labour, sir. All’s now done but the cere¬ 
mony 4 

Of bringing back the prisoner. 

Sec. Gent. Were you there? 

First Gent. Yes, indeed, was I. 

Sec. Gent. Pray speak what has happen’d. 
First Gent. You may guess quickly what. 
Sec. Gent. Is he found guilty? 

First Gent. Yea, truly it he, and condemn’d 
upon’t. i 

Sec. Gent. I am tony for’L 
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First Gent. So an a number more. 

See. Gent. But, pray, bow pair'd it? 
FirslGent. I’ll tdl you in a lime. The treat duke 
Came to the bar; where, to hit accusation! u 
He pleaded stQl not guilty, and alleg’d 
Many sharp reasons to defeat the law. 

The king’s attorney on the contrary 
Urg’d on the examinations, proofs, confessions 
Of divers witnesses, which the duke desir’d 17 
To have brought, vivA voce, to his face: 

At which appear’d against him his surveyor; 
Sir Gilbert nek his chancellor; and John Car 
Confessor to him; with that devil-monk, si 
Hopkins, that made this mischief. 

Sec. Gent. That was he 

That fed him with his prophecies? 

First Gent. The same. 

All these accus'd Mm strongly: which he fain 
Would have flung Cram him, but, indeed, he 
could not: sj 

And so his peers, upon this evidence, 

Have found him guilty of high treason. Much 
He spoke, and learnedly, for life; but all as 
Was either pitied in him or forgotten. 

Sec. Gent. Alter all this how did he bear 
himself? 

First Gent. When he was brought again to 
the bar, to bear 

His knell rung out, his judgment, he was stirr'd 
With such an agony, he sweat extremely, 3} 
And something spoke in choler, ill, and hasty: 
But he fell to himself again, and sweetly 
In all the rest ahow'd a most noble patience. s< 
Sec. Gent. I do not think he fears death. 
First Gent. Sure, he does not; 

He never was so womanish; the cause 
He may a little grieve at 
Sec. Gent. Certainly 

The cardinal b the end of this. 

First Gent. Tis likely 40 

By all conjectures: first, Kildare’s attainder. 
Then deputy of Ireland: who, remov’d, 

Earl Surrey was sent thither, and in haste too. 
Lest he should help his father. 

Sec. Gent. That trick of state 44 

Was a deep envious one. 

First Gent. At his return. 

No doubt he will requite It This is noted. 

And generally, whoever the king favours. 

The cardinal instantly will find employment, 4 > 
And far enough from court too. 

Sec. Gent. All the commons 

Hate him perniciously, and o’ my conscience, 
Wish him ten fathom deep: this duke as much 
They love and dote on; call him bounteous 
Buckingham, sa 

The mirror ofail courtesy 
First Gent. Stay there, sir, 

And see the noble ruin'd man you speak of. 

Enter Buckingham from his arraignment; Tip¬ 
staves before him; the axe with the edge to¬ 
wards him; halberds on each side: with him 
SIR THOMAS LOVBLL, SIR NICHOLAS VAUX, SB 
william sands, and common people. 

Sec. Gent, tst's stand dose, and be ho l d him . 


Buck. All good people, 

You that thus nr have come to pity me, 56 
Hear what I say, and then go home and loee me. 

I have this day receiv’d a traitor’s judgment. 
And by that name must die: yet, heaven bear 
witness, 

And if I have a conscience, let it sink me, 60 
Svsa at the axe fells. If I be not faithful! 

The law I bear no malice for my death, 

T has done upon the premises but justice; 

But those that sought it I could wish more 
Christians: 64 

Be what they will, I heartily forgive ’em. 

Yet let 'em look they glory not in mischief. 
Nor build their evils on the graves of great men; 
For then my guiltless blood must cry against 
'em. 68 

For further life In this world I ne'er hope, 

Nor will I sue, although the king have mercies 
More than I dare make faults. You few that 
lov’d me, 

And dare be bold to weep for Buckingham, 7s 
His noble friends and fellows, whom to leave 
Is only bitter to him, only dying. 

Go with me, like good angds, to my end; 

And, as the long divorce or steel falls on me, it 
Make of your prayers one sweet sacrifice. 

And lift my soul to heaven. Lead on, o' God's 
name. 

Lav. 1 do beseech your Grace, for charity, 
If ever any malice in your heart 80 

Were Md against me, now to forgive me frankly. 
Buck. Sir Thomas Lovell, 1 as free forgive 
you 

As I would be forgiven: I forgive &H. 

There cannot be those numberless offences 84 
’Gainst me that I cannot take peace with: no 
black envy 

Shall mark my grave. Commend me to his 
Grace; 

And, if he speak of Buckingham, pray, tdl Mm 
You met him half in heaven. My vows and 
prayers 8S 

Yet are the king’s; and, tfll my soul forsake. 
Shall cry for tfemlugs on him: may he live 
Longer than I have time to tell his years! 

Ever bdov*d and loving may his rule be! 9s 
And when old time shall lead him to his end. 
Goodness and he fill up one monument! 

Lov. To the water aide I must conduct your 
Grace; 

Then give my charge up to Sr Nicholas Vaux, 
Who undertakes you to your end. 

Vaux. Prepare there! 97 

The duke is coming: see the barge be ready; 
And fit it with such furniture as suits 
The greatness of his person. 

Buck. Nay, Sir Nicholas, too 

Let it alone; my state now will but mock me 
When I came hither, I was Lord High 
Constable, 

And Duke of Buckingham; now, poor Edward 
Bohun: 

Yet I am richer than my base accusers, 104 
That never knew what truth meant; I now 
MRlit; 
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And with that blood will make them one day 
groan for'L 

My noble father, Henry of Buckingham, 
Who first rais'd head against usurping Richard, 
Flying for succour to his servant Banister, 109 
Being distress’d, was by that wretch betray’d. 
And without trial fell: God’s peace be with him t 
Henry the Seventh succeeding, truly pitying 
My father’s loss, like a most royal prince, 113 
Restor’d me to my honours, and, out of ruins, 
Made my name once more noble. Now his son, 
Henry the Eighth, life, honour, name, and all 116 
That made me happy, at one stroke has taken 
For ever from the world. 1 had my trial, 

And, must needa say, a noble one; which makes 
me 

A little happier than my wretched father: no 
Yet thus far we are one in fortunes; both 
Fell by our servants, by those men we lov’d 
most: 

A most unnatural and faithless service 1 
Heaven has an end In all; yet, you that hear me, 
This from a dying man receive as certain: 12s 
Where you are liberal of your loves and counsels 
Be sure you be not loose; for those you make 
friends 

And give your hearts to, when they once per¬ 
ceive 128 

The least rub in your fortunes, fall away 
Like water from ye, never found again 
But where they mean to sink ye. All good 
people. 

Pray for me I I must now forsake ye: the last 
hour 132 

Of my long weary life is come upon me. 
Farewell: 

And when you would say something that is sad. 
Speak how X fell. I have done; and God forgive 
me ! [Exeunt BUCKINGHAM and Train. 
First Gent. O! this is full of pity! Sir, it calls, 
I fear, too many curses on their heads 
That were the authors. 

Sec. Gent. If the duke be guiltless, 

Tis full of woe: yet I can give you inkling 140 
Of an ensuing evil, if it fall. 

Greater than this. 

First Gent. Good angels keep it from us! 
What may it be? You do not doubt my faith, 
sir? 

Sec. Gent. This secret is so weighty, ’twill re¬ 
quire 144 

A strong faith to conceal it. 

First Gent. Let me have it; 

I do not talk much. 

See. Gent. I am confident: 

You shall, sir. Did you not of late days hear 
A buzzing of a separation 148 

Between the king and Katharine? 

First Gent. Yes, but it held not; 

For when the king once heard it, out of anger 
He sent command to the lord mayor straight 
To stop the rumour, and allay those tongues 
That durst disperse it. 

Sec. Gent. But that slander, sir. 

Is found a truth now; for it grows again 154 
Fresher than e’er it was; and held for certain 


The king will venture at it. Either the cardinal. 
Or some about him near, have, out of malice 
To the good queen, possess’d him with a scruple 
That will undo her: to confirm this too. 
Cardinal Campelus is arriv’d, and lately; iSo 
As all think, for this business. 

First Gent. Tis the cardinal; 

And merely to revenge him on the emperor 
For not bestowing on him, at his asking, 

The axchblshtmric of Toledo, this Is purpos'd. 
See. Gent. I think you have hit the mark: 
but is’t not cruel 165 

That she should feel the smart of this? The 
cardinal 

Will have his wiU, and she must fall. 

First Gent. Tis woeful. 

We are too open here to argue this; >68 
Let’s think in private more. [Exeunt. 

Scene n. —An Antechamber in the Palace. 
Enter the Lord Chamberlain, reading a letter. 

Cham. My lord. The horses your lordship 
sent for, with all the care I had, / .caw well 
chosen, riaden, and furnished. They were 
young and handsome, and of the best breed in 
the north. When they were ready to set out for 
London, a man of my Lord Cardinal's, by com¬ 
mission and main power, took them from me; 
with this reason; His master would be served 
before a subject, if not before the king; which 
stopped our mouths, sir. 

I fear he will indeed. Well, let him have them: 
He will have all, I think. 12 

Enter the dukes or Norfolk and Suffolk. 
Nor. Well met, my Lord Chamberlain. 
Cham. Good day to both your Graces. 

Snf. How is the king employ'd? 

Cham. 1 left him private, 

Full of sad thoughts and troubles. 

Nor. *r What's the cause? 

Cham. Itseemsthemarriagewithhisbrother’s 
wife 17 

Has crept too near his conscience. 

Suf. No; his conscience 

Has crept too near another lady. 

Nor. Tis so: 

This is the cardinal's doing, the king-cardinal: 
That blind priest, like the eldest son of Fortune, 
Turns what he list The king will know hirn one 
day. 22 

Suf. Pray God he do! he'U never know him¬ 
self else. 

Nor. How hollly he works in all his business. 
And with what zeal! for, now he has crack’d the 
league 25 

Between us and the emperor, the queen’s great 
nephew. 

He dives into the king’s soul, and there scatters 
Dangers, doubts, wringing of the conscience. 
Fears, and despairs; and all these for his mar¬ 
riage: 2» 

And out of all these, to restore the king. 

He counsels a divorce; a loss of her. 

That like a jewel has hung twenty yean 3 J 
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About bit neck, yet never lost her lustre; Moat leaned reverend air, into our kingdom: 
Of her, that loves him with that excellence Use us, and it [To WOLSEY.] My good lord, 
That angels love good men with: even of hex, have peat cure 

That, when the greatest stroke of fortune falls, I be not found a t a lk e r . 

Will bless the king: and is not this course pious? Wot. Sir, you cannot 

Cham. Heaven keep me from such counsel) I would your Grace would give us but an hour 


Tis most true 38 

These news are every where; every tongue 
speaks ’em, 

And every true heart weeps for’t. All that dare 
Look into these affairs, see this main end, 41 
The French king’s sister. Heaven will one day 
open 

The king's eyes, that so long have slept upon 
This bold bad man. 

Suf. And free us from his slavery. 

Nor. We had need pray, 45 

And heartily, for our deliverance; 

Or this imperious man will work us all 
From princes into pages. All men’s honours 4# 


Of private conference. 

K. Hen. [To Norfolk and Suffolk.] We are 
busy: go. Si 

Nor. [Aside to Suffolk.] This priest has no 

S ' *i in him! 

Aside to Norfolk.] Not to speak of; 
not be so sick though for his place: 
But this cannot continue. 

Nor. [Aside to Suffolk.] If it do, »4 
I’ll venture one have-at-him. 

Suf. [Aside to Norfolk.] I another. 

[Exeunt NORFOLK and Suffolk. 
Wol. Your Grace has given a precedent of 
wisdom 


Lie like one lump before him, to be fashion’d Above all princes, in committing freely 
Into what pitch he please. Your scruple to the voice of Christendom. 88 

Suf. For me, my lords. Who can be angry now? what envy reach you? 

I love him not, nor fear him; there’s my creed. The Spaniard, tied by blood and favour to her. 
As I am made without him, so I’ll stand, s* Must now confess, if they have any goodness, 
If the king please; his curses and bis blessings The trial just and noble. All the clerks, sn 
Touch me alike, they 're breath I not believe in. I mean the learned ones, in Christian kingdoms 
1 knew him, and I know him; so I leave him Have their free voices: Rome, thenurseof judg- 
To him that made him proud, the pope. ment, 

Nor. Let's in; Invited by your noble self, hath sent 

And with some other business put the king s7 One general tongue unto us, this good man, »S 
From these sad thoughts, that work too much This just and learned priest. Cardinal Cam- 
upon him. peius; 

My lord, you’ll bear us company? Whom once more I present unto your highness. 

Cham. Excuse me; IT. Hen. And once more in my arms I bid him 

The king hath sent me otherwhere: besides, 60 welcome, 


You ’ll find a most unfit time to disturb him: 
Health to your lordships. 

Nor. Thanks, my good Lord Chamberlain, 
[Exit Lord Chamberlain. 

Norfolk opens a folding-door. The kino is 
discovered sitting and reading pensively. 


And thank the holy conclave for their loves: 
They have sent me such a man I would have 
wish'd for. >oi 

Cam. Your Grace must needs deserve all 
strargers’ loves. 

You are so noble. To your highness' hand 
I tender my commission, by whose virtue,— 
Suf. How sad he looks! sure, he is much The court of Rome commanding,—you,my Lord 
afflicted. Cardinal of York, are Join’d with me, then servant, 

K. Hen. Who is there, ha? In the impartial judging of this business. 

Nor. Pray God he be not angry. K. Hen. Two equal men. The queen i . dl be 

K. Hen. Who's there I say ? How dare you acquainted _ . >° 8 

thrust yourselves 85 Forthwith for what yon come. Where's Gar- 

Into my private meditations? diner? .. 

Who am I, ha ? Wol. I know your majesty has always lov’d 

Nor. A gracious king that pardons all of- her ... 

fences 88 So dear in heart, not to deny her that 

Malice ne’er meant: our breach of duty this way A woman of leu place might ask by law, ns 
Is business of estate; in which we come Scholars, allow'd freely to argue for her. 

To know your royal pleasure. K.Hen. Ay, and the best, she s hall have; and 

K. Hen. Ye are too bold. _ my favour _ 

Goto; I'll make ye know your times of business: To him that does best: God forbid else. Car¬ 
ls this an hour for temporal afihirt, ha? 73 dinal, »J 

Prithee, call Gardiner to me, my new secretary: 


Enter wolsey and campeiue. 

Who’s there? my good Lord Cardinal? 01 my 
„ Wolsey, 

The quiet of my wounded conscience; 

Inou art a cure lit for a king. [To campeius.] 
You’re welcome, 7* 


I find him a fit fellow. lExit WOLSEY. 

Re-enter wolsey, with oarmnxr. 

Wol [Aside to orrmner.] Give me your 
hand; much joy and favour to you; 

You ate the king’s now. 
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Card. [Aside to wouet.J But to be com¬ 
manded 

For ever by your Grace, whose hand has rail'd 
me. 12a 

K. Hen. Come hither, Gardiner. 

J They content apart. 
Cam. My Lord ofYork, was not one Doctor 
Pace 

In this man's place before him? 

Wol. Yes, he was. 

Cam. Was he not held a learned man? 

Wol. Yes, surely. 124 

Cam. BeKeveme,there'sanOlopinionspread 
then 

Even of yourself, lord Cardinal. 

Wol. Howl of me? 

Cam. They will not stick to say, you envied 
him. 

And fearing he would rise, he was so virtuous. 
Kept him a foreign man still; which so griev'd 
him 129 

That he ran mad and died. 

Wol. Heaven’s peace be with him! 

That's Christian care enough: for living mur- 
murers 

There's places of rebuke. He was a fool, 132 
For he would needs be virtuous: that good fel¬ 
low. 

If I command him, follows my appointment: 

I will have none so near else. Learn this, bro¬ 
ther, 13s 

We live not to be grip'd by meaner persons. 

K. Hen. Deliver this with modesty to the 
queen. [Exit Gardiner. 


(act n 

Yet, If that quarrel, Portune, do divorce 
It man the beater, 'tis a sufferance p»ngtn t 

Aa kmtl and hnrlu’a anuertnir 


Aa soul and body'* severing. 

Old Lady. Alas! poor lady, is 

She’s a stranger now again. 

Anne. So much the more 

Must pity drop upon her. Verily, 

I swear, *tis better to be lowly born. 

And range with humble livers in content, ao 
Than to be perk'd up in a glist'ring grief 
And wear a golden sorrow. 

OH Lady. Our content 

Is our best having. 

Anne. By my troth and maidenhead 

I would not be a queen. 

Old Lady. Beshrew me. I would, 24 

And venture maidenhead for't; and so would 
you. 

For all this spice of your hypocrisy. 

You, that have so fair parts of woman on you. 
Have too a woman’s heart; which ever yet 28 
Affected eminence, wealth, sovereignty: 
Which, to say sooth, are blessings, and which 
gifts— 

Saving your mincing—the capacity 
Of your soft cheveril conscience would receive. 
If you might please to stretch it 
Anne. Nay, good troth. 33 

Old Lady. Yes, troth, and troth; you would 
not be a queen? 

Anne. No.notforalltherichesunderheaven. 
Old Lady. Tis strange: a three-pence bow’d 
would hire me, 3& 

Old as I am, to queen it But I pray you. 


The most convenient place that I can think of What think you of a duchess? have you limbs 
For such receipt of learning, is Black-Friars; To bear that load of title? 


141 


sreyi _ 

My Wolsey, see it furnish’d. O my lord! 
Would it not grieve an able man to leave 
So sweet a bedfellow? But conscience, con¬ 
science! 

O! 'ds a tender place, and I must leave her. 144 

[Exeunt. 

Scene HI .—An Antechamber In the queen’s 
Apartments. 

Enter annb sullen and an Old Lady. 
Anne. Not for that neither: here’s the pang 
that pinches: 

His highne ss having liv’d so long with her, and 
the 

So good a lady that no tongue could ever 
Pronounce dishonour of her; by my life, 4 
She never knew harm-doing; O! now. after 
So many courses of the sun enthron'd. 

Still growing in a majesty and pomp, the which 
To leave a thousand-fold more bitter than 8 
Tis street at first to acquire, after this process 
To give her the avaunt! it is a pity 
Would move a monster. 

Old Lady. Hearts of most bard temper 
Melt and i.TWjmr for her. 

Arne. Ol God's will; much better 12 
Six ne’er bad known pomp: though't be tem- 


Anne. No, in truth. 

Old Lady. Then yon are weakly made. Pluck 
off a little: 40 

I would not be a young count in your way, 
For more than blushing comes to: if your back 
Cannot vouchsafe this burden, 'tis too weak 
Ever to get a boy. v 

Anne. How you do talk! 44 

I swear again, I would not be a queen 
For all the world. 

Old Lady. In faith, for little England 
You’d venture an embailing: I myself 
Would for Carnarvonshire, although there 
'long’d 

No more to the crown but that Lot who comes 
here? 4» 

Enter the Lord Chamberlain. 

Cham. Good morrow, ladies. What were't 
worth to know 

The secret of your conference? 

Anne. My good lord, 

Not your demand; it values not your asking: 52 
Our mistress' sorrows we were pitying. 

CAam. It was a gentle business, and becoming 
The action of good women: there it hope 
Ail will be well 

Anne. Now, I pray God, amen I s« 

Cham. You bear a gentle mind, and heavenly 
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Follow such creatures. That you may, fair lady, Scene IV —A Hall in Mlart.Prior, 

Perceive I speak sincerely, and high note’s ’ * ' A " aU m ebck-Fruirs. 

Ta'en of your many virtues, the king’s majesty Trumpets, sennet, ami cornets. Enter two Ver- 
Commends his good opinion of you, and si gets, m . s "ort ’'her wands; next them, two 

Does purpose honour to you no less flowing Scribes, in the habit of doctors; after them, 

Than Marchioness of Pembroke; to which title {** archbishop of canterbury, alone; after 


A thousand pound a year, annual support, 64 
Out of his grace he adds. 

Anne. I do not know 

What kind of my obedience I should tender; 
More than my all is nothing, nor my prayers 
Are not words duly hallow’d, nor my wishes <8 
More worth than empty vanities; yet prayers 
and wishes 

Are all I can return. Beseech your lordship. 
Vouchsafe to speak my thanks and my obe¬ 
dience, 

As from a blushing handmaid, to his highness. 
Whose health and royalty I pray for. 

Cham. Lady, 73 

I shall not fail to approve the fair conceit 
The king hath of you. iAside.] 1 have perus’d 
her well; 

Beauty and honour in her are so mingled 76 
That they have caught the king; and who knows 
yet 


But from this lady may proceed a gem 
Tolightenallthisisle? {Toher.] 1 ’lltotheking, 


And say, 1 spoke with you. 


the ARCHBISHOP OP CANTERBURY, alone; after 
him, the bishops of uncoln, ely, Roches¬ 
ter, and SAINT ASAPH; next them, at some 
small distance, follows a Gentleman bearing 
the purse, with the great seal, and a cardinal’s 
hat; then two Priests, bearing each a silver 
cross; then a Gentleman-Usher bare-headed, 
accompanied with a Sergeant-at-Arms, bear¬ 
ing a silver mace; then two Gentlemen, bear¬ 
ing two great silver pillars; after them, side 
by side, the two cardinals; two Noblemen 
with the sword and mace. Then enter the 
kino and queen, and their Trains. The KINO 
takes place under the cloth of state; the two 
CARDINALS sit under him as judges. The 
QUEEN takes place at some distance from the 
KINO. The BISHOPS place themselves on each 
side the court, in manner of a consistory; 
below them, the Scribes. The Lords sit next 
the bishops. The Crier and the rest of the 
Attendants stand in convenient order about 
the Stage. 

Wol. Whilst our commission from Rome is 
read. 


My honour’d lord. So Let silence be commanded. 


{Exit lord chamberlain. K. Hen. What’s the need? 

Old Lady. Why, this it is; see, seel It hath already publicly been read, 

1 have been britging sixteen years in court, And on all sides the authority allow’d; 4 

Am yet a courtier beggarly, nor could You may then spare that time. 

Come pat betwixt too early and too late: 84 Wol. Be’t so. Proceed. 

For any suit of pounds; and you, O fate! Scribe. Say, Henry King of England, come 

A very flesh-fish here,—fie, fie, upon into the court. 

This compell’d fortune 1 —have your mouth fill’d Crier. Henry King of England, come into the 

up court. 

Before you open it. If. Hen. Here. 

Anne. This is strange to me. 88 Scribe. Say, Katharine Queen of England, 

Old Lady. How tastes it? is it bitter? forty come into the court, 
pence, no. Crier. Katharine Queen of England, come 

There was a lady once,—’tis an old story,— into the court 

That would not be a queen, that would she not, [The queen makes no answer, rises out of 

For all the mud in Egypt: have you beard it? her chair, goes about the court, comes to 

Anne. Come, you are pleasant. the kino, and kneels at his feet; then 

Old Lady. With your theme I could speaks. 

O’ermount the lark. The Marchioness of Pern- Q. Kath. Sir, I desire you do me right and 

broke! justice; 

A thousand pounds a year, for pure respect! And to bestow your pity on me; for ' is 
No other obligation! By my life 96 I am a most poor woman, and a stranger. 

That promises more thousands: honour’s train Bom out of your dominions; having here 
Is longer than ills foreskirt By this time No judge indifferent nor no more assurance 
I know your back will bear a duchess; say, Of equal friendship and proceeding. Alas! sir. 

Are you not stronger than you were? In what have I offended you? what cause 17 

Anne. Good lady, 100 Hath my behaviour given to your displeasure. 
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Or made it not mine too? Or which of your 
friends 27 

Have I not strove to love, although I knew 
He were mine enemy ? what friend of mine 
That had to him deriv'd your anger, did X 
Continue in my liking ? nay, gave notice 
He was from thence discharg'd. Sir, call to 
mind 32 

That I have been your wife, in this obedience 
Upward of twenty years, and have been blest 
With many children by you: if, in the course 
And process of this time, you can report, 36 
And prove it too, against mine honour aught. 
My bond to wedlock, or my love and duty. 
Against your sacred person, in God’s name 
Turn me away; and let the foul’st contempt 
Shut door upon me, and so give me up 41 

To the sharp’st kind of justice. Please you, sir. 
The king, your father, was reputed for 
A prince most prudent, of an excellent 44 

And unmatch'd wit and judgment: Ferdinand, 
My father. King of Spain, was reckon'd one 
The wisest prince that there had reign'd by 
many 

A year before: it is not to be question’d 48 
That they had gather'd a wise council to them 
Of every realm, that did debate this business, 
Who deem’d our marriage lawful. Wherefore I 
humbly 

Beseech you, sir, to spare me, till I may 52 
Be by my friends in Spain advis'd, whose coun¬ 
sel 

I will implore: if not, i’ the name of God, 
Your pleasure be fulfill'd! 

Wol. You have here, lady,— 

And of your choice,—these reverend father®; 

men 36 

Of singular integrity and learning. 

Yea, the elect o’ the land, who are assembled 
To plead your cause. It shall be therefore boot¬ 
less 


Which God's dew quench 1 Therefore 1 say 

again, 

I ulteily abhor, yea, from my soul 79 

Refuse you for my judge, whom, yet once more, 
I hold tny most malicious foe, and think not 
At all a friend to truth. 

Woi. I do profess 

You speak not like yourself; who ever yet 
Have stood to charity, and display'd the effects 
Of disposition gentle, and of wisdom 85 
O’ertopping woman’s power. Madam, you do 
me wrong: 

I have no spleen against you; nor injustice 
For you or any: how far I have proceeded, 88 
Or bow far further shall, is warranted 
By a commission from the consistory. 

Yea, the whole consistory of Rome. You charge 
me 

That I have blown this coal: I do deny it. 92 
7he king is present: if it 1* known to him 
That 1 gainsay my deed, how may be wound. 
And worthily, my falsehood; yea, as much 
As you have done tny truth, if he know 9* 
That I am free of your report, he knows 
I am not of your wrong. Therefore in him 
It lies to cure me; and the cure is, to 
Remove these thoughts from jou: the which 
before 1°° 

I-Iis highness shall speak in, I do beseech 
You. gracious madam, to un think yourspea lung. 
And to say so no more. 

Q. Kath. My lord, my lord, 

I am a simple woman, much too weak tas 
To oppose your cunning. You're meek and 
humbie-mouth’d; 

You sign your place and catling, in full seeming, 
With meekness and humility; hut your heart 
Is cramm’d with arrogancy, spleen, and pride. 
You have, by fortune and his highness' favours, 
Gone slightly o'er low steps, and now are 
mounted toy 


That longer you desire the court, as well 60 
For your own quiet, as to rectify 
What is unsettled in the king. 

Cam. His Grace 

Hath spoken well and justly: therefore, madam. 
It's fit tills royal session do proceed, 64 

And that, without delay, their arguments 
Be now produc’d and heard. 

Q. Kath. Lord Cardinal, 

To you 1 speak. 

Wol. Your pleasure, madam? 

Q. Kath. Sir, 

I am about to weep; but, thinking that 68 
We are a queen,—or long have dream’d so,— 
certain 

The daughter of a king, my drops of tears 
1*11 turn to sparks of fire. 

Wol. Be patient yet. 

Q. Kath. I wiB, when you are humble; nay. 
before. 72 

Or God will punish me. I do believe, 

Induc’d by potent circumstances, that 
You are mine enemy; and make my challenge 
You shall not be my judge; for it is you 76 
Have Mown this coal betwixt my lord and me, 


Where powers are your retainers, and your 

words. 

Domestics to you, serve your will as't please 
Yourself pronounce their office. I must tell 
you, 113 

You tender more yout prison’s honour than 
Your high profession spiritual; that again 
I do refuse you for my judge; and here, tt6 
Before you all, appeal unto the pope, 

To bring my whole cause 'fore his holiness 
And to be judg’d by him. 

| She curtsies to the KINO, and offers to 
depart. 

Cam. The queen is obstinate, 

Stubborn to justice, apt to accuse it, and 120 
Disdainful to be tried by *t: 'tit not well. 
She's going away. 

K. Hen. Call her again 
Crier. Katharine Queen of England, come 
into the court. 124 

Grif. Madam, you are call’d back. 

<?. Kath. What need you note it? pray you, 
keep your way: 

When you are call'd, return. Now, the Lord 
helpl 
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They vex me past my patience. Pray you, pass 
on: 12s 

1 will riot tarry; no, nor ever more 
Upon this business my appearance make 
In any of their courts. 

[Exeunt QUEEN, and her Attendants. 
K. Hen. Go thy ways, Kate: 

That man i’ the world who shall report he has 
A better wife, let him in nought be trusted, 133 
For speaking false in that: thou art, alone,— 
If thy rare qualities, sweet gentleness. 

Thy meekness saint-like, wife-like government, 
Obeying in commanding, and thy parts 137 
Sovereign and piouselse, could speak thee out,— 
The queen of earthly queens. She's noble born; 
And, like her true nobility, she has 140 

Carried herself towards me. 

Wol. Most gracious sir, 

In humblest manner I require your highness, 
That it shall please you to declare, in hearing 
Of all these ears,—for where I am robb'd and 
bound 144 

There must I be unloos'd, although not there 
At once, and fully satisfied,—whether ever I 
Did broach this business to your highness, or 
Laid any scruple in your way, which might 
Induce you to the question on’t? or ever 149 
Have to you, but with thanks to God for such 
A royal lady, spake one the least word that 
might 

Be to the prejudice of her present state, 15a 
Or touch of her good person? 

K. Hen. My Lord Cardinal, 

I do excuse you; yea, upon mine honour, 

I free you from't. You are not to be taught 
That you have many enemies, that know not 
Why they are so, but, like to village curs, 157 
Bark when their fellows do: by some of these 
The queen is put In anger. You’re excus'd: 
But will you be more justified ? you ever 160 
Have wish'd the sleeping of this business; never 
Desir’d it to be stirr’d; but oft have hinder’d, 
oft, 

The passages made toward it. On my honour, 
1 speak my good Lord Cardinal to this point. 
And thus far dear him. Now, what mov’d me 
to’t, >63 

I will be bold with time and your attention: 
Then mark the inducement. Thus it came; give 
heed to’t: 

My conscience first receiv’d a tenderness, 168 
Scruple, and prick, on certain speeches utter’d 
By the Bishop of Bayonne, then French am¬ 
bassador. 

Who had been hither sent on the debating 
A marriage ’twixt the Duke of Orleans and 
Our daughter Mary. I* the progress of this 
business, *73 

Ere a determinate resolution, he— 

1 mean, the bishop—did require a respite; 
Wherein he might the king his lord advertise 176 
Whether our daughter were legitimate, 
Respecting this our marriage with the dowager, 
Sometimes our brother's wife. This respite 
shook 

The bosom of my conscience, enter'd me, ite 


Yea, witha splitting power, and made to tremble 
The region of my breast; which forc’d such way, 
That many max’d considerings did throng, 

And press’d in with this caution. First, me- 
thought 184 

I stood not in the smile of heaven, who had 
Commanded nature, that my lady's womb, 

If it conceiv’d a male child by me, should 
Do no more offices of life to't than 18S 

The grave does to the dead; for her male issue 
Or died where they were made, or shortly after 
This world had air’d them. Hence 1 took a 
thought 

This was a judgment on me; that my kingdom. 
Well worthy the best heir o’ the world, should 
not 193 

Be gladded in’t by me. Then follows that 
1 weigh'd the danger which my realms stood in 
By this my issue's fail; and that gave to me 
Many a groaning throe. Thus hulling in vp 

The wild sea of my conscience, I did steer 
Toward this remedy, whereupon we are 
Now present here together; that’s to say, aoo 
I meant to rectify my conscience, which 
I then did feel full sick, and yet not well. 

By all the rev’rend fathers of the land 
And doctors learn’d. First, I began in private 
With you, my Lord of Lincoln; you remember 
How under my oppression I did reek, *06 
When I first mov d you. 
l.in. Very well, my liege. 

K.Hen. I have spoke long: be pleas’d your¬ 
self to say so 8 

How far you satisfied me. 

Lin. So please your highness. 

The question did at first so stagger me. 
Bearing a state of mighty moment in’L 
And consequence of dread, that I committed sis 
The darmg’st counsel that I had to doubt; 
And did entreat your highness to this course 
Which you are running here. 

K. Hen. Then I mov’d you, 

My Lord of Canterbury, and got your leave 
To make this present summons. Unsolicited 
I left no reverend person in this court; 

But by particular consent proceeded »9 
Under your hands and seals: therefore, go on; 
For no dislike i’ the world against the person 
Of the good queen, but the sharp thorny 
points 

Of my alleged reasons drive this forward. 
Prove but our marriage lawfiil, by my life 
And kingly dignity, we are contented »5 
To wear our mortal state to come with her, 
Katharineourqueen, before theprimestcreature 
That’s paragon'd o' the world. 

Cam. So please your highness, us 

The queen being absent, ’tie a needful fitness 
That we adjourn this court till fiirther day: 
Meanwhile must be an earnest motion 231 
Made to the queen, to call bade her appeal 
She intends unto hk holiness. 

[They rise to depart. 
K. Hen. {Axide.) I may perceive 
These cardinals trifle with me: I abhor 
This dilatory sloth and tricks of Rome, us 
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My leam’d and welt-beloved servant Cranmer, 
Prithee, return: with thy approach, I know. 
My comfort cornea along. Break up the court: 
I say, set on. 

[Exeunt, in manner as they entered. 

act in 

SCENE I .—The Palace at Bridewell. A Room 
in the queen's Apartment. 

The queen and her Women at work. 
Q.Kath. Take thy lute, wench: my soul grows 
sad with troubles; 

Sing and disperse ’em, if thou canst Leave 
working. 

SONG 

Orpheus with his lute made trees. 

And the mountain tops that freeze, 4 

Bow themselves, when he did sing: 

To his music plants and flowers 
Ever sprung; as sun and showers 
There had made a lasting spring. 8 

Every thing that heard him play. 

Even the billows of the sea. 

Hung their heads, and then lay by. 

In street music is such art, 12 

Kilting care and grief of heart 
Fall asleep, or hearing, die. 

Enter a Gentleman. 

Q. Kath. How now! 

Cent. An’t please your Grace, the two great 
cardinals is 

Wait in the presence. 

Q. Kath. Would they apeak with me? 
Gent. They will’d me say so, madam. 

Q. Kath. Pray their Graces 

To come near. lExit Gentleman.] What can be 
their business 

With me, a poor weak woman, faH’n from favour? 
I do not like their coming, now I think on’t. 
They should be good men, their affairs as right¬ 
eous; 22 

But all hoods make not monks. 

filter wouey and CMomis. 

Wot Peace to your highness! 

Q. Kath. Your Graces find me hem part of 
a housewife; 24 

I would be all, against the worst may happen. 
What are your pleasures with me, reverend lords? 
Wot May it please you, noble madam, to 
withdraw 27 

Into your private chamber, we shall give you 
The rail cause of our coming. 

Q. Kath. Speak it here; 

There’s nothing I have done yet, o’ my con- 
•deuce, 

Deserves a cottier: would all other women 
Could speak this with as free a soul as I do! 32 
My lords, I care not—so much I am happy 
Above a number—if my actions 
Were tried by every tongue, every eye saw’em, 
Envy and base opinion set against ‘era, j6 
I know my life so even. If your business 
Seek me out, and that way I am wife in. 

Out with it baldly: truth loves open dealing. 


Wot Tanta est erga te mentis integritas, 
reginu serenissima ,— 40 

Q. Kath. O, good my lord, no Latin; 

I am not such a truant since my coming 
As not to know the language I have liv d in: 
A strange tongue makes my cause more strange, 
suspicious: 44 

Pray, speak in English: here are some will thank 
you, 

If you speak truth, for their poor mistress’ sake: 
Believe me, she has had much wrong. Lord 
Cardinal, 

The wiliing’st sin I ever yet committed 48 
May be absolv’d in English. 

Wot Noble lady, 

I am sorry my integrity should breed,— 

And service to his majesty and you,— Si 

So deep suspicion, where all faith was meant. 
We come not by the way of accusation. 

To taint that honour every good tongue blesses, 
Nor to betray you any way to sorrow. 55 
You have too much, good lady; but to know 
How you stand minded in the weighty difference 
Between the king and you; and to deliver. 
Like free and honest men, our just opinions 
And comforts to your cause. 

Cam. Most honour’d madam, 60 

My Lord of York, out of his noble nature. 
Zeal and obedience he still bore your Grace, 
Forgetting, like a good man, your late censure 
Both ofhii truth and him,—which was too far,— 
Offers, as I do, in sign of peace, 65 

His service and his counsel. 

Q. Kath. [Aside.] To betray me. 

My lords, I thank you both for your good wills; 
Ye speak like honest men,—pray God, ye prove 
sot— 68 

But how to make ye suddenly an answer. 

More nea?my Ufe^Pffear,—with my weak wit, 
And to such men of gravity and learning, 72 
In truth, I know not. I was set at work 
Among my maids; full littlfc, God knows, look¬ 
ing 

Either Tat such men or such business. 

For her sake that I have been,—for I feel Tfi 
The last fit of my greatness,—good ytoui Graces 
Let me have time and counsel for my cause: 
Alas! I am a woman, friendless, hopeless. 
Wot Madam, you wrong the king's love with 
these fears: te 

Your hopes and friends are infinite. 

Q. Kath. In England 

But little for my profit Can you think, lords, 
That any Englishman dare give me counsel? 
Or be a known friend, ’gainst his highn ess’ plea- 
sure,— 84 

Thoughhebegrownsodeaperate to be honest,— 
And live a subject? Nay, foreooth, my friends. 
They that must weigh out my afflictions, S7 
They that my trust must grow to, live not here: 
They are, aa all my other comforts. Car hence 
In mine own country, lords. 

Cam. I would your Greet 

Would leave your griefk, and taka my counsel. 
Q.Kath. How, sir 7 
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Cam. Put your main cauae into the king's 
protection; 93 

He's loving and most gracious: 'twill be much 
Both for your honour better and your cause; 
For if the trial of the law o’ertake ye. 

You’ll part away disgrac'd. 

Wol. He tells you rightly. 96 

Q. Kath. Ye tell me what ye wish tor both; 
my ruin. 

Is this your Christian counsel? out upon yel 
Heaven is above all yet; there sits a 
That no king can corrupt. 

Cam. Your rage mistakes us. 100 

Q. Kath. The more shame for ye i holy men 1 
thought ye, 

Upon my soul, two reverend cardinal virtues; 
But cardinal sins and hollow hearts I fear ye. 
Mend ’em, for shame, my lords. Is this your 
comfort? 104 

The cordial that ye bring a wretched lady, 

A woman lost among ye, laugh’d at, scorn’d? 
1 will not wish ye half my miseries, 107 
I have more charity; but say, I warn'd ye: 
Take heed, for heaven’s sake, take heed, lest at 
once 

The burden of my sorrows fall upon ye. 

Wol. Madam, this is a mere distraction; 
You turn the good we offer into envy. ns 
Q. Kath. Ye turn me into nothing: woe upon 


Audi all t 


i such false professoral Would ye have 
me,— 

If ye have any justice, any pity; 115 

If ye be anything but churchmen’s habits,— 

Put my sick cause into bis hands that hates me? 
Alas! he has banish’d me his bed already, 

His love, too long ago! I am old, my lords. 
And all the fellowship I hold now with him 
Is only my obedience. What can happen «*t 
To me above this wretchedness ? all your studies 
Make me a curse like this. 

Cam. Your fears are worse. 

Q.Kath. Have I liv’d thus long—let me speak 
myself, »4 

Since virtue finds no blends—a wife, a true one? 
A woman, I dare say without vain-glory. 
Never yet branded with suspicion? 

Have I with all my full affections ni 

Still met the king? lov’d him next heaven? 
obey’d him? 

Been, out of fondness, superstitious to him? 
Almost forgot my prayers to content him? 
And am I thus rewarded? 'tis not well, loads, iji 
Bring me a constant woman to her WjsbarnL 
One that ne’er dreem’d a joy beyogd his pic¬ 
ture, 

And to that woman, when she has done most. 
Yet will I add an honour, a great patience. 136 
Wol. Madam, you wander bom the good we 
flini at, 

Q.Kath. My lord, I dare not make myself so 
guilty, 

To give up willingly that noble tide *39 
Your master wed me to: nothing but death 
“eg e’er divorce my dignMet. 

Wol Pray hear me. 


Q. Kath. Would Ihad never trod this English 
earth, 

Or telt the flatteries that grow upon it! 

Ye have angels' faces, but heaven knows your 
hearts. 144 

What will become of me now, wretched lady? 

I am the most unhappy woman living. 

[To her women.] Alas! poor wenches, where are 
now your fortunes? 147 

ipon yel Shipwrack’d upon a kingdom, where no pity, 
judge No friends, no hope; no kindred weep for me; 
Almost no grave allow'd me. Like the lily. 
That once was mis tress ofthe field and flourish’d. 
I'll hang my head and perish. 

Wol If your Grace 

Could but be brougnt to know our ends are 
honest, 153 

You’d feel more comfort Why should we, good 

Upon what cause, wrong you? alas I our places. 
The way of our profession is against it: is« 
We are to cure such sorrows, not to sow them. 
For goodness’ sake, consider what yon do; 
How you may hurt yourself, ay, utterly 
Grow bom the king's acquaintance, by this 
carriage. tSo 

The hearts of princes kiss obedience, 

So much they love it; but to stubborn spirits 
They swell, and grow as terrible as storms. 

I know you have a gentle, noble temper, >64 
A sold as even as a calm: pray think us 
Those we profess, peace-makers, friends, and 
servants. 

Cam. Madam, you ’ll find it so. You wrong 
your virtues 

With these weak women’s fean: a noble spirit. 
As yours was put into you, ever casts 169 
Such doubts, as false coin, bom it. The king 
loves you; 

Beware you lose It not: for us, if yon please 
To trust us in your business, we an ready 
To use our utmost studies in your service. 

Q, Kath. Do what ye will, my lords: and, 
pray, forgive me 

If I have us’d myself unmannerly. 

You know I am a woman, lacking wit 176 
To make a seemly answer to such persons. 
Pray do my service to his majesty: 

He has my heart yet; and shall have my prayers 
While I shall have my life. Come, reverend 
fathers, 1 "> 

Bestow your counsels on me: the now begs 
That little thought, when she set footing here. 
She should have bought her dignities so dear. 

[Emmt. 


Scbnb H .—Antechamber to the UNO’S 
Apartment. 

Enter the duxm or noholk, the dud or 
sufpolx, the emu. of SUBJLKY, and the Lord 
fSwmhwl.ln. 

Nor. If yon will now unite In your com- 

Ani? force"them with a constancy, the cardinal 
Cannot stand under than: if you omit 
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Tbs offer of this time, I cannot promise 4 
But that you shall sustain moe new disgraces 
With these you bear already. 

Sur. I am joyftil 

To meet the least occasion that may give me 
Remembrance of my father-in-law, the duke, 8 
To be reveng’d on him. 

Suf. Which of the peers 

Have uncontemn'd gone by him, or at least 
Strangely neglected? when did he regard 
The stamp of nobleness in any person, is 
Out of himself? 

Cham. My lords, you speak your pleasures: 
What be deserves of you and me, I know: 
What we can do to him,—though now the time 
Gives way to us,—I much fear. If you cannot 
Bar his access to the king, never attempt 17 
Any thing on him, for he hath a witchcraft 
Over the king in’s tongue. 

Nor. Ol fear him not; 

His spell in that is out: the king hath found 
Matter against him that for ever mars 21 
The honey of his language. No, he’s settled. 
Not to come off, in ms displeasure. 

Sur. Sir, 

I should be dad to hear such news as this 24 
Once every hour. 

Nor. Believe it, this is true: 

In the divorce his contrary proceedings 
Are all unfolded; wherein las appears 
As I would wish mine enemy. 

Sur . How came at 

His practices to light? 

Suf. Most strangely 

1 Sur. O! how? how? 

Suf. The cardinal’s letter to the pope mis¬ 
carried, 

And came to the eye o' the king; wherein was 
read. 

That the cardinal did entreat his holiness 3a 
To stay the judgment o’ the divorce; for if 
It did take place, 'I do,* quoth he, ‘perceive 
My king is tangled in affection to 35 

A creature of the queen's, Lady Anne BuDen.* 
Sur. Has the long this? 

Suf. Believe it 

Sur. Will this work? 

Cham. The king in this perceives him, how 
he coatti 

And hedges bis own way. But in this point 
All his trades founder, and he brings his physic 
After his patient’s death: the king already 41 
Hath married the fair lady. 

Sur. Would he hadl 

Suf. May yon be happy in your wish, my 
lord! 

For I profess, you have it 
Sur. Now all my joy 44 

Trace the conjunction! 

Suf. My amen to’tl 

Nor. All men’s. 

Suf. There's order given for her coronation: 
Marry, this is yet but young, and may he left 
To some ears unrecounted. But my lords, 
She is a gallant creature, and complete 49 
In mind and feature: I persuade me, from her 


Will fall some blessing to this land, which shaft 
In it be memoriz’d. 

Sur. But will the king 52 

Digest this letter of the cardinal’s? 

The Lord forbid 1 
Nor. Many, amen! 

Suf. No, no; 

There be moe wasps that buzz about his nose 
Will make this sting the sooner. Cardinal Cam- 
peius 56 

Is stol’n away to Rome; hath ta’en no leave: 
Has left the cause o' the king unhandled; and 
Is posted, as the agent of our cardinal, 

To second all his plot I do assure you 60 
The king cried Hal at this. 

Cham. Now, God incense him. 

And let him cty Ha! louder. 

Nor. But, my lord. 

When returns Cranmer? 

Suf. He is return’d in his opinions, which 
Have satisfied the king for his divorce, 65 
Together with all famous colleges 
Almost in Christendom. Shortly, I believe. 
His second marriage shall be publish’d, and 
Her coronation. Katherine no more 69 
Shall be call’d queen, but princess dowager. 
And widow to Prince Arthur. 

Nor. This same Cranmer’s 

A worthy fellow, and bath ta’en much pain 
In the king’s business. 

Suf. He has; and we shall see him 

For it an archbishop. 

Nor. So I hear. 

Suf. Tis so. 

The cardinal 1 

Enter wolsey and CROMWELL. 

Nor. Observe, observe; he’s moody. 
Wot. The packet, Cromwell, 76 

Gave’t you the king? 

Crom. To his own hand, in his bedchamber. 
Wol. Look’d he o’ the inside of the paper? 
Crom. Presently 

Ho did unseal them; and the first he view’d, 
He did it with a serious mind; a heed 81 
Was in his countenance. You he bade 
Attend him here this morning. 

Wol. Is he ready 

To come abroad? 

Crom. I think, by this he is. 84 

Wol. Leave me awhile. I Exit Cromwell. 

[Aside.) It shall be to the Duchess of Alencon, 
The French King’s sister: he shall marry her. 
AnneBulleni Noil’UnoAnneBullensforhiin: 
There's more in’t than fair visage. Bullen! 89 
No, we’U no Bullens. Speedily I with 
To hear from Rome. The Marchioness of Pem¬ 
broke! 

Nor. He’s discontented. 

Suf. May be he heart the king 

Does whet his anger to him. 

Sur. Sharp enough, 93 

Lord, for thy justice! 

Wol The late queen's gentlewoman, a 
knight’s daughter, 

To be her mistress’ mistress 1 the queen's queenl 
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This candle bums not clear: ’tis 1 must snuff it; 
Then, out it goes. What though i know her 
virtuous 

And well deserving? yet I know her for 99 
A spleeny Lutheran; and not wholesome to 
Our cause, that she should lie i' the bosom of 
Our hard-rul’d king. Again, there is sprung up 
A heretic, an arch one, Cranmer; one 
Hath crawl’d into the favour of the king, 104 
And is his oracle. 

Nor. He is vex’d at something. 

Sur. I would ’twere something that would 
fret the string, 

The master-cord on’s heart! 


Enter the kino, reading a schedule; and 
LOVELL. 


Suf. The king, the king! 

K. Hen. Wliat piles of wealth hath he ac¬ 
cumulated 108 

To his own portion! and what expense by the 
hour 

Seems to flow from him! How, i’ the name of 
thrift. 

Does he rake this together? Now, my lords. 
Saw you the cardinal? 

Nor. My lord, we have in 

Stood here observing him; some strange com¬ 
motion 

Is in his brain: he bites his lip, and starts; 
Stops on a sudden, looks upon the ground. 
Then lays lus finger on his temple; straight ti6 
Springs out into fast gait; then stops again, 
Strikes his breast hard; and anon he casts 
His eye against the moon; in most strange 
postures 

We have seen him set himself. 

K. Hen. It may well be: no 

There is a mutiny in’s mind. I his morning 
Papers of state he sent me to peruse. 

As I requir’d; and wot you what I found 
There, on my conscience, put unwittingly? in 
Forsooth, an inventory, thus importing; 

The several parcels of his plate, his treasure, 
Rich stuffs and ornaments of household, which 
I find at such a proud rate that it out-speaks 


Possession of a subject. 

Nor. It’s heaven’s will: U 9 

Some spirit put this paper in the packet 
To bless your eye withal. 

K. Hen. If we did think 

His contemplation were above the earth, tja 
And fix’d on spiritual object, he should still 
Dwell in his musings: but I am afraid 
His thinkings are Ixtlow the moon, not worth 
His serious considering. 

{He takes his seat, and whispers 
LOVELL, who ROCS to WOI.SEY. 
Wol. Heaven forgive me! 13S 

Fver God bless your highness! . 

K. Hen. Good my lord, 

, You are full of heavenly stuff, and bear the to- 
ventory 

Of your best graces in your mind, the which 
You were now running o’er: you have scarce 
time >80 


To steal from spiritual leisure a brief span 
To keep your earthly audit: sure, in that 
I deem you an ill husband, and am glad 
To have you therein my companion. 

Wol. Sir, 144 

For holy offices I have a time; a time 
To think upon the part of business which 
I bear i’ the state; and nature does require 
Her times of preservation, which perforce 148 
I, her frail son. amongst my brethren mortal. 
Must give my tendance to. 

K. Hen. You have said well. 

Wol. And ever may your highness yoke to¬ 
gether, 

As I will lend you cause, my doing well 152 
With my well saying! 

K. Hen. Tis well said again; 

And ’tis a kind of good deed to say well: 

And yet words are no deeds. My father lov’d 
you: iss 

He said he did; and with his deed did crown 
His word upon you. Since I had my office, 

I have kept you next my heart; have not alone 
Employ'd you where high profits might come 
home. 

But par’d my present havings, to bestow 160 
My bounties upon you. 

Wol. {Aside.] What should this mean? 

Sur. {Aside.] The Lord increase this business! 
K. Hen. Have I not made you 

The prime man of the state? I pray you, tell 
me 

If what I now pronounce you have found true; 
And if you may confess it, say withal, >65 
If you are bound to us or no. What say you? 

Wol. Mysovereign.Iconfessyourroyal graces, 
Shower’d on me daily, have been more than 
could 168 

My studied purposes requite; which went 
Beyond all man’s endeavours: my endeavours 
Have ever come too short of my desires, 171 
1 et fil’d with my abilities. Mine own ends 
Have been mine so, that evermore they pointed 
To the good of your most sacred person and 
The profit of the state. For your great graces 
Heap'd upon me, poor undeserver, I 176 
Can nothing render but allegiant thanks, 

My prayers to heaven for you, my loyalty. 
Which ever has and ever shall be growing, 

Till death, that winter, kill it. 

K. Hen. Fairly answer’d; 180 

A loyal and obedient subject is 
Therein illustrated; the honour of it 
Does pay the act of it, as, i‘ the contrary. 

The foulness is the punishment. I presume 
That as my hand has open’d bounty to you, 
My heartdropp’dlove,mypowerrain’dhonour, 
more 187 

On you than any; so your hand and heart, 
Your brain, and every function of your power, 
Should, notwithstanding thatyour bond of duty, 
As ’twere in love’s particular, be more 
To me, your friend, than any. 

Wol. I do profess, i»T 

That for your highness’ good I ever labour’d 
More than mine own; that am, have, and will be. 



HENRY VEB 


654 


[act m 


Though all the world should crack their duty to 
you, 

And throw it from their soul; though perils did 
Abound as thick as tbougnt could make 'em, and 
Appear in forms more horrid, yet my duty, 197 
As doth a rock against the chiding flood, 
Should the approach of this wild river break. 
And stand unshaken yours. 

it. Hen. ’Tis nobly spoken, aoo 

Take notice, lords, he has a loyal breast. 

For you have seen him open’t. Read o’er this; 

[Giving him papers. 

And alter, this: and then to breakfast with 
What appetite you have. 

[.Exit kino, frowning upon Cardin ai. 
woisey; the Nobles throng after 
him, smiting, and whispering. 

Wot. What should this mean? 204 

What sudden anger's this? how havel reap’dit ? 
He parted frowning from me, as if ruin 
Leap'd from his eyes: so looks the chafed lion 
Upon the daring huntsman that has gall’d him; 
Then makes him nothing. 1 must read this 
paper; 309 

I fear, the story of his anger. Tis so; 

This paper has undone me! Tis the account 
Of all that world of wealth I have drawn together 
Formineownendsiindeed, to gain the popedom. 
And fee my friends in Rome. O negligence! 
Fit for a fool to fall by: what cross devil 223 
Made me put this main secret in the packet 
I sent the king? Is there no way to cure this? 
No new device to beat this from his brains? 

I know ’twill stir him strongly; yet I know 
A way, if it take right, in spite of fortune 220 
Will bring me off again. What’s this?—‘To the 
Pope!’ 

The letter, as I live, with all the business 
I writ to's holiness. Nay then, farewell! 

I have touch’d the highest point of all my great¬ 
ness; 224 

And from that full meridian of my dory, 

I haste now to my setting: I shall fall 
Like a bright exhalation in the evening. 

And no man see me more. 228 

Re-enter the DUKES op NORFOLK and Suffolk, 
the BARL OP SUKKIY, and the Lord Chamber- 
lain. 

Nor. Hear the king’s pleasure, cardinal: who 
commands you 

To render up the great seal presently 
Into our hands; and to confine yourself 
To Asher-house, my Lord of Winchester’s, 23s 
Till you hear farther from his highness. 

Wot. Stay, 

Where’s your commission, lord? words cannot 
carry 

Authority so weighty. 

Suf. 

Bearingthel___ . _ 

Wot. TUI I find more than will or wordi to 
do it, 337 

I mean your malice, know, officious lords, 

I dare and must deny it Now I feel 
Of what coarse metalye are moulded, envy: 


How eagerly ye follow my disgraots, 341 

As if it fed ye! and how sleek and wanton 
Ye appear in every thing may bring my ruin 
Follow your envious courses, men ofmauce; 
You have Christian warrant for 'em, and, no 

doubt, 343 

In time will find their fit rewards. That seal 
You ask with such a violence, the king— 
Mine and your master—with his own hand gave 
me; 248 

Bade me enjoy it with the place and honours 
During my life; and to confirm his goodness. 
Tied it by letters-patents: now who’U take it? 
Sur. The king, that gave it. 

Wot. It must be himself then. 333 

Sur. Thou art a proud traitor, priest. 

Wot. Proud lord, thou liest: 

Within these forty hours Surrey durst better 
Have burnt that tongue than said so. 

Sur. Thy ambition. 

Thou scarlet sin, robb’d this bewailing land 
Of noble Buckingham, my father-in-law: 337 
The heads of all thy brother cardinals— 

With thee and all thy best parts bound to¬ 
gether— 

Weigh’d not a hair of his. Plague of your 
policy! 360 

You sent me deputy for Ireland, 

Far from bis succour, from the king, from all 
That might have mercy on the fault thou gav'st 
him; 263 

Whilst your great goodness, out of holj' pity. 
Absolv’d him with an axe. 

Wot. This and all else 

This talking lord can lay upon my credit, 

I answer is most false. The duke by law 
Found his deserts: how innocent I was 36* 
From any private malice in his end, 

His noble jury and foul cause can witness. 

If 1 lov’d many words, lord, I should tell you. 
You have as little honesty as honour, 272 
That in the way of loyalty and truth 
Toward the king, my ever royal master, 

Dam mate a sounder man than Surrey can be. 
And all that love his follies. 

Sur. By my soul, 276 

Your long coat, priest, protects you; thou 
shouldst feel 

Myswordi’thelife-bloodoftheeelse. My lords. 
Can ye endure to hear this arrogance ? 

And from this fallow? If we live thus tamely. 
To be thus jaded by a piece of scarlet, 2)1 
Farewell nobility; let his Grace go forward. 
And dare us with his cap like larks. 

Wot. All goodness 

Is poison to fay stomach. 

Sur. Yes, that goodness 2I4 

Of gleaning all the land’s wealth into one. 
Into your own hands, cardinal, by extortion; 
The goodness of your intercepted packets, 
You writ to the pope against the king; your 
goodness, 288 

Since you provoke me, shall be most notorious. 
My Lord of Norfolk, as you are truly noble. 
As you respect the common good, the state 
Of our despis'd nobility, our issues, 39s 
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Who, if he live, will scarce be gentlemen, 
Produce the grand sum of his sins, the articles 
Collected from his life; I'll startle you 
Worse than the sacring bell, when the brown 
wench 296 

Lay kissing in your arms, Lord Cardinal. 

Wol. How much, me thinks, I could despise 
this man. 

But that 1 am bound in charity against it! 
Nor. Those articles, my lord, are in the king’s 

hand; 300 

But, thus much, they are foul ones. 

Wot. So much fairer 

And spotless shall mine innocence arise 
When the king knows mv truth. 

Sur. This cannot save you: 

I thank my memory, I yet remember 304 

Some of these articles; and out they shall. 
Now, if you can blush, and ciy ‘ guilty,’ cardinal. 
You’ll show a little honesty. 

Wol. Speak on, sir; 

I dare your worst objections; if I blush, 30s 

It is to see a nobleman want manners. 

Sur. 1 had rather want those than my head. 
Have at you! 

First, that, without the king’s assent or know¬ 
ledge, 3x1 

You wrought to be a legate; by which power 
You maim d the jurisdiction of all bishops. 

Nor. Then, that in all you writ to Rome, or else 
To foreign princes. Ego el Rex meus 314 
Was still inscrib’d; in which you brought the 
king 

To be your servant. 

Suf. Then, that without the knowledge 
Either of king or council, when you went 
Ambassador to the emperor, you made bold 
To carry into Flanders the great seal. 320 

Sur. Item, you sent a large commission 
To Gregory de Cassado, to conclude. 

Without the king’s will or the state's allowance, 
A league between his highness and Ferrara. 
Suf. That, out of mere ambition, you have 

caus’d 32s 

Your holy hat to be stamp'd on the king’s coin. 
Sur. Then, that you have sent innumerable 
substance,— 

By what means got I leave to your own con¬ 
science,— 32S 

To furnish Rome, and to prepare the ways 
You have for dignities; to the mere undoing 
Of all the kingdom. Many more there are; 
Which, since they are of you, and odious, 33 * 
I will not taint my mouth with. 

Cham. O my lord! 

Press not a falling man too far; ’tis virtue: 
His faults lie open to the laws; let them. 

Not you, correct him. My heart weeps to see 
him 33$ 

So little of his great self. 

Sur. I forgive him. 

Suf. Lord Cardinal, the king’s further plea- 
sure is. 

Because all those things you have done of late, 
*>y your power legatine, within this kingdom, 
rail into the compass of a pramunirt, 341 


That therefore such a writ be su’d against you; 
To forfeit all your goods, lands, tenements. 
Chattels, and whatsoever, and to be 344 

Out of the king’s protection. This is my charge. 
Nor. And so we'll leave you to your medita¬ 
tions 

How to live better. For your stubborn answer 
About the giving back the great seal to us. 

The king shall know it, and, no doubt, «H»n 
thank you. 349 

So fare you well, my little good Lord Car dinal. 

_ [Exeunt all except wolsey. 

Wol. So farewell to the little good you bear 
me. 352 

Farewell! a long farewell, to all my greatness! 
This is the state of man: to-day he puts forth 
The tender lea vesofhopes;to-morrowDlossoms, 
And bears his bluslung honours thick uponhim; 
The third day comes a frost, a killing frost; 
And, when he thinks, good easy man, full surely 
His greatness is a-ripening, nips his root, 358 
And then he foils, as I do. I have ventur’d, 
Like little wanton boys that swim on bladders. 
This many summers in a sea of glory, 361 

But far beyond my depth: my high-blown pride 
At length broke under me, and cow has left me. 
Weary and old with service, to the mercy 364 
Of a rude stream, that must for ever hide me. 
Vain pomp and glory of this world, I hate ye: 
I feel my heart new open'd. O! how wretched 
Is that poor man that hangs on princes’ favours! 
There is, betwixt that smile we would aspire to. 
That sweet aspect of princes, and their ruin. 
More pangs and fears than wars or women have; 
And when he falls, he fails like Lucifer, 372 
Never to hope again. 

Enter CROMWELL, and stands amazed. 

Why, how now, Cromwell! 
Croat. I have no power to speak, sir. 

Wol. What! amaz’d 

At my misfortunes? can thy spirit wonder 
A great man should decline ? Nay, an you weep, 
I am fall’n indeed. 

Crom. How does your Grace? 

Wol. Why, well; 377 

Never so truly happy, my good Cromwell. 

I know myself now; and I feel within me 
A peace above all earthly dignities, 380 
A still and quiet conscience. The king has cur’d 
me, 

I humbly thank his Grace; and from these 
shoulders. 

These ruin’d pillars, out of. pity taken 383 
A load would sink a navy, too much honour: 

O! ’tis a burden, Cromwell, ’ds a burden 
Too heavy fbr a man that hopes for heaven. 
Crom. I am glad your Grace has made that 
right use of it. 

Wol. IhopeIhave:IamabIenow,methinks,— 
Out of a fortitude of soul I feel,— 389 

To endure more miseries and greater for 
Than my weak-hearted enemies dare offer. 
What news abroad? 

Crom. The heaviest and the worst. 

Is your displeasure with the king. 
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Wol God bless him! 393 

Cram. The next Is, that Sit Thomas More is 

chosen 

Lord Chancellor in your place. 

WoL That's somewhat sudden: 

But he's a learned man. May he continue 396 
Long in bis highness' favour, and do Justice 
For truth’s sake and fail conscience; that his 

When he W run his course and sleeps in bless- 

May have a tomb of orphans' tears wept on 'em! 
What more 2 401 

Crom. That Ctanmer is return’d with wel¬ 
come. 

Install'd Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. 

WoL That’s news indeed. 

Crom. Last, that the Lady Anne, 

Whom the king hath in secrecy long married. 
This day was view’d in open, as his queen, 405 
Going to chapel; and the voice is now 
Only about her coronation. 

WoL. There was the weight that pull’d me 
down, O Cromwell! 408 

The king has gone beyond me: all my glories 
In that one woman I nave lost for ever. 

No sun shall ever usher forth mine honours. 
Or gild again the noble troops that waited 41s 
Upon my smiles. Go, get thee from me, Crom¬ 
well; 

I am a poor fall’n man, unworthy now 
To be thy lord and master: seek the king;— 
That sun, I pray, may never set!—I have told 
Mm 416 

What, and how true thou artt he will advance 
thee; 

Some little memory of me will stir him— 

I know his noble nature—not to let 419 
Thy hopeful service perish too. Good Cromwell, 
Neglect him not; make use now, and provide 
For thine own future safety. 

Crom. O my lord! 

Must I then, leave you? must I needs forego 
So good, so noble, and so true a master? 424 
Bear witness all that have not hearts of iron. 
With what a sorrow Cromwell leaves his lord. 
The king shall have my service; but my 
prayers 

For ever and for ever, shall be yours. 43* 
Wol. Cromwell, I did not think to shed a 
tear 

In aU my miseries; but thou hast forc’d me, 
Ont of thy honest truth, to play the woman. 
Let’s dry our eyes: and thus far hear me, Crom¬ 
well: 433 

And, when 1 am forgotten, as I shall be, 

And sleep in dull cola marble, where no men¬ 
tion 

Of me more must be heard of, say, I taught 
thee, 

Say, Wolsey, that once trod the ways of glory. 
And sounded all the depths and shoals of 
honour, 437 

Found thee a way, out of his wrack, to rise in; 
Amre and safe one, tboiqfa thy master miss’d it. 
Mark hut my fall, and that that ruin’d me. 440 


Cromwell, I charge thee, fling away ambition: 
By that sin fell the angels: how can man then. 
The image of his Maker, hope to win by’t? 
Love thyself last: cherish those hearts that hale 

thee; 444 

Corruption wins not more than honesty. 

Still in thy right hand carry gentle peace. 

To silence envious tongues t be just, andfear not 
Let all the ends thou aim'st at be thy country’s, 
Thy God’s, and truth’s; then if thou fall’st, O 
Cromwell I 449 

Thou fall’st a blessed martyr. Serve the king; 
And,—prithee, lead me in: 

There take an inventoiy of all I have, 433 

To the last penny; ‘tis the king's: my robe, 
And my integrity to heaven is all 
l dare now call mine own. O Cromwell, Crom¬ 
well 1 433 

Had I but serv’d my God with half the zeal 
I serv’d my king, he would not in mine age 
Have left me naked to mine enemies. 

Crom. Good sir, have patience. 

- Wol. So I have. Farewell 

The hopes of court! my hopes in heaven do 
dwell. [Exeunt. 

ACT IV 

Scene I. —A Strati in Westminster. 

Enter two Gentlemen, meeting. 

First Gen. You ’re well met once again. 

Sec. Gen. So are you. 

First Gen. You come to take your stand 
here, and behold 

The Lady Anne pass from her coronation? 
Sec. Gen. ’Tis all my business. At our last 
encounter 4 

The Duke of Buckingham came from his trial. 
FirstGen. Tit very true: but that time offer’d 
sorrow; 

This, general joy. 

Sec. Gen. Tit well: the citizens, 

I am sure, have shown at rail their royal minds. 
As, let ’em have their rights, they are ever for¬ 
ward, 9 

In celebration of this day with shows, 
Pageants, and sights of honour. 

First Gem Never greater; 

Nor, I’ll assure you, better taken, sir. is 
Sec. Gen. May I be bold to ask what that 
contains, 

That paper in your hand? 

First Gen. Yes; ’tis the list 

Of those that claim their offices this day 
By custom of the coronation. 16 

The Duke of Suffolk is the first, and claims 
To be high-steward: next, the Duke of Norfolk, 
He to be earl marshal: you may read the rest. 
Sec. Gen. I thank you, sir: had I not known 
those customs, 30 

I should have been beholding to your paper. 
But, I beseech you, what’t become of Katharine, 
The princess dowager? how goes her business? 
FirstGen. ThatlcantcUyoutoo. TheArcfc- 
bishop 34 

Of Canterbury, accompanied with other 
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Learned and reverend fathers of his order, 
Held a late court at Dunstable, six miles off 
From Ampthiil, where the princess lay; to 
which 23 

She was often cited by them, but appear’d not; 
And, to be short, for not appearance and 
The king’s late scruple, by the main assent 
Of all these learned men she was divorc'd, 32 
And the late marriage made of none effect: 
Since which she was remov’d to Kimbolton, 
Where she remains now sick. 

Sec. Gen. Alas! good lady I 

[Trumpets. 

The trumpets sound: stand close, the queen is 
coming. [Hautboys. 

The Order or tub Coronation. 

A lively flourish of trumpets. 

1 . Two Judges. 

2 . Lord Chancellor, with the purse and mace 

before him. 

3 . Choristers, singing. [Music. 

4 . Mayor of London, bearing the mace. Then 

Garter, in his coat of arms, and on his head 
a gilt copper crown. 

5 . marquess DORSET, bearing a sceptre of gold, 

on his head a demi-coronal of gold. With 
hurt, the EARL OF SURREY, bearing the rod of 
silver with the dove, crowned with an earl’s 
coronet. Collars of SS. 

6 . duke of Suffolk, in his robe of estate, his 

coronet on his head, bearing a long white 
wand, as high-steward. With him, the DUKE 
OF NORFOLK, with the rod of marshalship, 
a coronet on his head. Collars of SS. 

7 A canopy borne by four of the Cinque-ports; 
under it, the QUEEN in her robe; in her hair 
richly adorned with pearl, crowned. On 
each side of her, the bishops of London and 

WINCHESTER. 

8. The old DUCHESS OF NORFOLK, in a coronal 

of gold, wrought with flowers, bearing the 
queen's train. 

9 . Certain Ladies or Countesses, with plain 

circlets of gold without flowers. 

They pass over the stage in order and state. 
Sec. Gen. A royal train, believe me. These I 
know; 37 

Who’s that that bears the sceptre? 

First Gen. Marquess Dorset: 

And that the Earl of Surrey with the rod. 

Sec. Gen. A bold brave gentleman. That 
should be 40 

The Duke of Suffolk? 

First Gen. 'Tis the same; high-steward. 
Sec. Gen. And that my Lord of Norfolk? 
First Gen. Yes. 

Sec. Gen. [Looking on the QUEEN.] Heaven 
bless thee! 

lhou hast the sweetest face I ever look d on. 
Sir, as 1 have a soul, she is an angel; 44 

Our king has all the Indies in his arms, 

Afid more and richer, when he strains that lady: 
I cannot blame hit conscience. 

First Gen. They that bear 


The cloth of honour over her, are four barons 
Of the Cinque-ports. 

Sec. Gen. Those men are happy; and so are 
all are near her. 

I take it, she that carries up the train 
Is that old noble lady. Duchess of Norfolk. 52 
First Gen. It is; and all the rest are count- 


Sec. Gen. Their coronets say so. These are 
stars indeed; 

And sometimes failing ones. 

First Gen. No more of that. 

[Exit Procession, with a great 
flourish of trumpets. 

Enter a third Gentleman. 

God save you, sir; Where have you been broil¬ 
ing? 36 

Third Gen. Among the crowd 1 ’ the Abbey; 
where a finger 

Could not be wedg’d in more: I am stifled 
With the mere rankness of their joy. 

Sec. Gen. You saw 

The ceremony? 

Third Gen. That I did. 

First Gen. How was it? 60 

Third Gen. Well worth the seeing. 

Sec. Gen. Good sir, speak It to ns. 

Third Gen. As well as I am able. The rich 
stream 

Of lords and ladies, having brought the queen 
To a prepar’d place in the choir, fell off 64 
A distance from her; while her Grace sat down 
To rest awhile, some half an hour or so. 

In a rich chair of state, opposing freely 
The beauty of her person to the people. 48 
Believe me, sir, she is the goodliest woman 
That ever lay by man: which when the people 
Had the full view of, such a noise arose 
As the shrouds make at sea in a stiff tempest, 72 
As loud, and to as many tunes: hats, cloaks,— 
Doublets, I think,—flew up; and had their 
faces 

Been loose, this day they had been lost Such 
joy 

1 never saw before. Great-bellied women, 76 
That had not half a week to go, like rams 
In the old time of war, would shake the press, 
And make ’em reel before them. No man living 
Could say, ‘This is my wife,* there; all were 
woven 80 

So strangely in one piece. 

Sec. Gen. But, what follow’d? 

Third Gen. At length her Grace rose, and 
with modest paces 

Came to the altar; where she kncel’d, and, 
saint-like. 

Cast her fair eyes to heaven and pray’d de¬ 
voutly. 84 

Then rose again and bow’d her to the people: 
When by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
She had all the royal makings of a queen; 

As holy oil, Edward Confessor’s crown, 88 
The rod, and bird of peace, and all such em- 
blems 

Laid nobly on her: which perform’d, the choir. 
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To keep mine honour from corruption, 

But such an honest chronicler as Griffith. 73 
Whom I meat hated living, thou bast made ms. 
With thy religious truth and modesty. 

Now in his ashes honour. Peace be with him I 
Patience, be near me still; and set me lower: 76 
I have not long to trouble thee. Good Griffith, 
Cause the musicians play me that sad note 
I nam’d my knell, whilst I sit meditating 
On that celes ti al harmony I go to. >0 

[Sad and solemn music. 
Crif. She is asleep; good wench, let’s sit 
down quiet. 

For fear we wake her: sofUy, gentle Patience. 


Deserve we no more reverence? 

Grif. You are to blame. 

Knowing she will not lose her wonted great¬ 
ness. 

To use so rude behaviour; go to, kneel. 104 

Mess, I humbly do entreat your highness’ 
pardon; 

My haste made me unmannerly. There is 
staying 

A gentleman, sent from the king, to see you. 
Kath. Admit him entrance, Griffith: but this 
fellow 108 

Let me ne’er see again. 

[Exeunt Griffith and Messenger. 


The Vision. Enter, solemnly tripping one after 
another, six Personages, clad in white robes, 
wearing on their heads garlands of bays, ana 
golden vizards on their faces; branches of 
bays or palm 01 their hands. They first 
congee unto her, then dance; and, at certain 
changes, the first two hold a spare garland 
over her head; at which, the other four make 
reverend curtsies: then, the two that held the 
garland deliver the same to the other next 
two, who observe the same order in their 
changes, and holding the garland over her 
head: which done, they deliver the same gar¬ 
land to the last two, who likewise observe 
the same order, at which,—as it were by 
inspiration,—she makes in her sleep signs 
of rejoicing, and holdeth up her hands to 
heaven: and so in their dancing they vanish, 
carrying the garland with them. The music 
continues. 

Kath. Spirits of peace, where are ye? Are ye 
all gone, 

And leave me here In wretchedness behind ye? 
Grif. Madam, we are here. 

Kcth. It is not you I call for: Ss 

Saw ye none enter since I slept? 

Grif. None, madam. 

Kath. No? Saw you not, even now, a blessed 
troop 

Invite me to a banquet; whose bright faces 
Cast thousand beams upon me, like the sun? 
They promis’d me eternal happiness, 90 
And brought me garlands, Griffith, which I 
feel 

I am not worthy yet to wear: I shall assuredly. 
Grif. I am most joyfirl, madam, such good 
dreams 93 

Possess your ffcncy. 

Kart. Bid the music leave, 

fhey are harsh and heavy to me. [Afusie ceases. 

Pat. Do you note 

How much her Grace is alter’d on the sudden? 
How long her face is drawn? How pale she 
looks, 97 

And of an earthy cold? Mark her eyes! 

Grif. She is going, wench. Pray, pray. 

Pat. Heaven comfort her! teo 


Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. An’t like your Grace,— 

Kath. You are a saucy fellow: 


ssoenter Griffith, with capucius. 

„ If my sight fail not. 

Yon should be lord ambassador from the 
emperor. 

My royal nephew, and your name Capudns. 
Cap. Madam, the same; your servant. 

Kath. O my lord! m 

The times and titles now are alter’d strangely 
With me since first you knew me. But, I pray 
you, 

What is your pleasure with me? 

Cap. Noble lady. 

First, mine own service to your Grace; the 
next, u« 

The Icing’s request that I would visit you; 
Who grieves much foryour weakness, and by me 
Sends you his princely commendations, 119 
And heartily entreats you take good comfort 
Kath, Ol my good lord, that comfort comes 
too late; 

Tis like a pardon after execution: 

That gentle physic, given in time, had cur’d 
me; 

But now I am past all comforts here but prayers. 
How does his highness? 

Cap. Madam, in good health. 12s 

Kath. So may he ever del and ever Sourish, 
When I shall dwell with worms, and my poor 
name 

Banish’d the kingdom. Patience, is that letter 
I caus'd you write, yet sent away? 

Pat. No, madam, up 

[Giving it to Katharine. 
Kath. Sir, I most humbly pray yon to deliver 
This to my lord the king. 

Cap. Most willing, madam. 

Kath. In which I have commended to his 
goodness 13s 

The model of our chaste loves, hit young 
daughter; 

The dews of heaven fall thick In blessings on 
her! 

Beseeching him to give her virtuous breeding,— 
She is young, and of a noble modest nature, 136 
I hope she will deserve well,—and a little 
To love her for her mother’s sake, that lov’d 
him, 

Heaven knows how dearly. My next poor peti¬ 
tion 

Is, that his noble Grace would have some pity 
Upon my wretched women, that to Jong 141 
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Have fallow’d both my fortunes faithfully: 

Of which there is not one, I dare avow,— 

And now 1 should not he,—but will deserve, 144 
For virtue, and true beauty of the soul. 

For honesty and decent carriage, 

A right good husband, let him be a noble; 
And, sure, those men are happy that shall have 
’em. 148 

The last is, for my men: they are the poorest, 
But poverty could never draw ’em from me; 
That they may have their wages duly paid ’em. 
And something over to remember me by: 152 
If heaven had pleas’d to have given me longer 
life 

And able means, we had not parted thus. 
These are the whole contents; and, good my 
lord. 

By that you love the dearest in this world, 156 
As you wish Christian peace to souls departed. 
Stand these poor people's friend, and urge the 
king 

To do me this last right 
Cap. By heaven, I will. 

Or let me lose the fashion of a manl 160 
Kath. I tliank you, honest lord. Remember me 
In all humility unto his highness: 

Say his long trouble now is passing 

Out of ‘his world; tell him, in death I bless’d 

164 


W> Ucr v 

No great offence belongs to’t, give your friend 


1 Some touch of your late business: affairs, that 
j walk— 13 

lAs they say spirits do—at midnight have 
In them a wilder nature than the business 
That seeks dispatch by day. 

Lov. My lord, I love you, 16 

And durst commend a secret to your ear 
Much weightier than this work. The queen’s in 
labour. 

They say, in great extremity; and fear’d 
She II with the labour end. is 

Gar. The fruit she goes with 

I pray for heartily, that it may iind 
Good time, and live: but for the stock. Sir 
Thomas, 

I wish it grubb'd up now. 

Lov. Methinks I could 

Cry the amen; and yet my conscience says >4 
She’s a good creature, and, sweet lady, does 
Deserve our better wishes. 

Gar. But, sir, sir. 

Hear me. Sir Thomas: you're * gentleman 
Of mine own way; 1 know you wise, religious; 
And, let me tell you, it will ne’er be well, 19 
Twill not. Sir Thomas Lovell, take’t of me. 
Till Cranmer, Cromwell, her two hands, and she. 
Sleep in their graves. 

him, 164 Lov. Now, sir, you speak of two 32 

For so I will. Mine eyes grow dim. Farewell, The most remark'd i’ the kmgeiom. As for 


My lord. Griffith, farewell. Nay, Patience, 
You must not leave me yet: I must to bed; 
Call in more women. When I am dead, good 
wench, 168 

Let me be us’d with honour: strew me over 
With maiden Sowers, that all the world may 
know 

I was a chaste wife to my grave: embalm me 


Then lay me forth: 
like 


Cromwell, 

Beside that of the jewel-house, is made master 
O’ the rolls, and the king’s secreta ry; fui ther.sir, 
Stands in the gap and trade of moe preferments. 
With which the time will load him. The aich- 
bishop 37 

Is the king’s band and tongue; and who dare 
speak 


although unqueen'd, yet One syllable against him 7 


172 


A queen, and daughter to a king, inter me. 

I can no more. [Exeunt , leading Katharine. 

ACT V 

Scene I.— London. A Gallery In the Palace. 

1 Enter Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester, a Page 
with a torch before him, met by sir thomas 

LOVELL. 

Gar. It’s one o’clock, boy, is’t not? 

Boy. It has struck. 

Gar. These should be hours for necessities, 
Not for delights; times to repair our nature 


Gar. ica, jea, ou x uuuiu. 

There are that dare; and I myself have ventur’d 
To speak my mind of him: and indeed this day. 
Sir,—I may tell it you,—I'think I have 
Incens’d the lords o’ the council that he Is— 
For so I know he is, they know he Is— 44 

A most arch heretic, a pestilence 
That does infect the land; with which they 
mov’d 

Have broken with the king; who hath so far 
Given ear to our complaint,—of his great grace 
And princely care, foreseeing those feu mischiefs 
Our reasons laid before him,—hath commanded 
To-morrow morning to the council-board 51 
Hebeconvented. He’sarank weed,Sir Thomas, 


Yes, yes, Sir Thomas, 


With comforting repose, and not for us 4 Hebeconvented. Hesa rank weed, Sir Thomas, 
To waste these times. Good hour of night. Sir And we must toot him out. From your affairs 

Ihinderyou too long: good-night, SirThomas! 
Lov. Many good-nights, my lord. I rest your 
servant. [Exeunt Gardiner and rage. 


Thomas! 

Whither so late? 

Lov. Came you from the king, my lord ? 
Gar. I did, Sir Thomas; and left him at 
primero 

With the Duke of Suffolk. 

Lov. I must to him too, 8 

Before he go to bed. I’ll take my leave. 

Gar. Not yet. Sir Thomas Lovell. What ’» 
the matter? 

It seems you are in haste: an if there be 


Enter the KING and SUFFOLK. 

K. Hen. Charles, I will play no more to¬ 
night; ... 56 

My mind’s not on t; you are too hard for me. 
Suf. Sir, I did never win of you before. 

K. Hen. But little, Charles: 

Nor shall not when my fancy’s on my play; to 
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Now, Lovell, from the queen what Is the news ! Have mov'd us and our council, that you shall 
Lot. I could not personally deliver to her This morning come before us; where, I know, 
What you commanded me, but by her woman You cannot with such freedom purge yourself, 
I sent your message; who return'd her thanks But that, till further trial in those chargee 104 

In the great'st humbleness, and desir’d your Which will require your answer, you must take 
highness 6 j Your patience to you, and be well contented 


Most heartily to pray for her. 

K. Hen. What sayst thou, ha! 

To pray for her? what! is she crying out? 

Lot. So said her woman; and that her suffer* 
ance made 68 

Almost each pang a death. 

K. Hen. Alas! good lady. 

Suf. God safely quit her of her burden, and 
With gentle travail, to the gladding of 
Your highness with an heir! 

K. Hen. *Tis midnight, Charles; n 

Prithee, to bed; and in thy prayers remember 
The estate of my poor queen. Leave me alone; 
For I must think of that which company 
Would not be flriCBdly to. 

Suf. I wish your highness 76 

A quiet night; and my good mistress will 
Remembei m my prayers. 

K. Hen. Charles, good-night. 

[Exit SUFFOLK. 
Enter SIR ANTHONY DENNY. 

Weil, Sir, what follows? 

Den. Sir, I have brought my lord the arch¬ 
bishop, 80 

As you commanded me. 


To make your house our Tower: you a brother 
of us, 

It Sts we thus proceed, or else no witness 10I 
Would come against you. 

Cron. [Kneeling.] I humbly thank your high¬ 
ness: 

And am right glad to catch this good occasion 
Most throughly to be winnow'd, where my chaff 
And com shall fly asunder; for I know m 
There’s none stands under more calumnious 
tongues 

Than I myself, poor man. 

K. Hen. Stand up, good Canterbury. 

Thy truth and thy integrity is rooted u: 

In us, thy friend: give me thy hand, stand up. 
Prithee, let's walk. Now, by my holidame, 
What manner of man are you? My lord, I look'd 
You would have given me your petition, that 
I should have ta’en some pains to bring to¬ 
gether 120 

Yourself and your accusers; and to have heard 
you, 

Without indurance, farther. 

Cron. Most dread liege, 

The good I stand on is my truth and honesty: 
If they shall fail, I, with mine enemies, 124 
K. Hen. Ha! Canterbury? Will triumph o'er my person; which I weigh 

Den. Ay, my good lord. not, 

K. Hen. Tis true: where is he, Denny? Being of those virtues vacant. I fear nothing 
Den. He attends your highness* pleasure. What can be said against me. 

K. Hen. Bring him to us. K. Hen. Know you not 

(Exit dbnny. How your stale stands i’ the world, with the 
whole world? 12S 


Lot. [Aside.] This la about that which the 
bishop spake: 84 

I am happily come hither. 


Re-enter DENNY, with cranmer. 

K. Hen. Avoid the gallery. 

(LOVELL seems to stay. 

Ha! I have raid. Begone. 

What ! — [Exeunt lovell and denny. 

Cran. I am fearful. Wherefore frowns he 
thus? 88 

*Tls his aspect of tenor: all's not well. 

K.Hen. How now, my lord! You do desire to 
know 

Wherefore I sent for yon. 

Cran. [Kneeling.] It It my duty 

To attend your highness' pleasure. . 

K.Hen. Pray you, arise. Protect mine innocence! or I fall into 

My good and gracious Lord of Canterbury. 93 The trap is laid for me! 

Come, you and I must walk a turn together; K. Hen. Be of good cheer; 

I have news to teU you: come, come, give me They shall no more prevail than we give way 
your hand. to. 144 

Ah! icy good lord, I grieve at what I speak, 96 Keep comfort to you; and this morning tee 
And am right sorry to repeat what follows. You do appear before them. If they shall 
I have, ana most unwillingly, of late . chance. 

Heard many grievous, I do say, my lord. In charging you with matters, to commit you. 
Grievous complaints of you; which, being con- The beet persuasions to die contrary 14* 
■ider’d, too Fail not to use, and with what r**-— 


Your enemies are many, and not small; their 
\ practices 

Must bear the same proportion; and not ever 
The justice and the truth o’the question carries 
The due o’ the verdict with it. Atwhateaae 
Might corrupt minds procure knaves as corrupt 
To swear against you? such things have been 
done. 

You are potently oppos’d, and with a malice 
Of as great size. Ween you of better luck, 136 
I mean in perjur'd witness, than your master, 
Whose minister you are, whites here he liv’d 
Upon this naughty earth? Go to, go to; 

You take a precipice for no leap of danger, 140 
And woo your own destruction. 

Cran. God and your majesty 
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The occasion shall instruct you: if entreaties 
Will render you no remedy, this ling 
Deliver them, and your appeal to us 15s 
There make before them. Look! the good man 
weeps; 

He *s honest, on mine honour. God’s blest 
mother: 

I swear he is true-hearted; and a soul 155 
None better in my-kingdom. Get you gone, 

And do as I have bid you. [Exit cranmer.] He 
has strangled 
His language in his tears. 

Enter an Old Lady. 

Gent. IWithin.] Gome back: what mean you? 

Old L. I’ll not come back; the tidings that I 
bring 160 

Will make my boldness manners. Now, good 

Fly o'er thy royal bead, and shade thy person 
Under their blessed wings! 

K. Hen. Now, by thy looks 

I guess thy message. Is the queen deliver'd? 

Say. ay; and of a boy. 

Old L. Ay, ay, my Uege; I6j 

And of a lovely boy: the God of heaven 
Both now and ever bless her! 'tis a girl, 

Promises boys hereafter. Sir, your queen i&S 
Desires your visitation, and to be 
Acquainted with this stranger: 'tis as like you 
As cherry is to cherry. 

K. Hen. Lovell! 

Re-enter lovell. 

Lor. Sir! ....... ____ 

K. Hen. Give her a hundred marks. I'll to “this the honour they do one another? 
the queen. {Exit. Tis well there’s one above 'em yet. I had 

Old L. A hundred marks! By this light. I'll thought 

ha’ more. 173 They had parted so much honesty among’em,— 

An ordinary groom is for such payment: At least, good manners,—as not thus to suffer 

I will have more, or scold it out of him. A man of his place, and so near our favour. 

Said I for this the girl was like to him? t7< To dance attendance on their lordships’ piea- 
1 will have more, or else unsay't; and now, sures, v 

While it is hot, 111 put it to the issue. [Exeunt. And at the door too, like a post with packets. 

By holy Maty, Butts, there » knavery: 3s 

irn. TT_ The ijihhv hefnee the Ixt ’em alone, and drew the curtain close; 

scene u.— The Lonybefore the Council- W e shall hear more anon. [Exeunt abort. 

Enter cranmer; Pursuivants, Pages, 4 c., 
attending. 

Cran. I hope I am not too late; and yet the 
gentleman, 

That was sent to me from the council, pray’d 
me 

To make great haste. All fast? what means this? 

Hoi 

Who waits there? 

Enter keeper. 

Sure, you know me? 

Keep. Yes, my lord; 4 

But yet I cannot help you. 

Cran. Why? 

Keep. Your Gran must wait till you be 
caJU’d for. 
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£ater DOCTOR BUTTS. 

Cran. So. 

Butts. [Aside.] This is a piece of malice. I 
am glad 

I came this way to happily: the king s 

Shall understand it presently. 

Cran. [Aside.] Tis Butts, 

The king's physician. As he past along, 

How earnestly he cast bis eyes upon me. 

Fray heaven be sound not my disgrace! For 

certain, 12 

This is of purpose laid by some that hate me,— 
God turn their hearts! 1 never sought iheir 
malice,— 

To quench mine honour: they would shame to 
make me 

Wait else at door, a fellow-counsellor, tc 

'Mong boys, grooms, and lackeys. But their 
pleasures 

Must be fulfill’d, and I attend with patience. 
Enter, at a window above, the dno and butts. 
Butts. I’ll show your Grace the strangest 
sight,— 

K. Hen. What’s that. Butts? 

Butts. 1 think your hlghneas saw this many 
a day. 20 

K. Hen. Body o’ me, where is it? 

Butts. There, my lord. 

The high promotion of his Grace of Canter¬ 
bury; 

Who holds his state at door, moogst pursuiv¬ 
ants, 

Pages, and footboys. 

K.Hen. Hal Ha he, indeed: *4 


Scene m. —The Council-Chamber. 

Enter the Imrd Chancellor, rke dues or suTroiJt. 
the duke or Norfolk, earl cw surrey, Lord 
Chamberlain, OARMNIR, and cecxwsix. 
The Chancellor place » himself at the taper 
end of the table on the left hand; a teat being 
left void above him, as far the AXCKSS 5 H 0 V as 
Canterbury. The rest seat themselves in 
order on each side. CROMWELL at the lower 
end at secretary. Keeper at the door. 

Chan. Speak to the business, Master secre¬ 
tary: 

Why are w» met in council? 

Crom. Pkaee your boooors, 

The chief cause concerns Ms Grace of Caoiartuty. 
Gar. Has be had knowiadgs of it? 

Crom. Ym. 
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Nor. Who wait* there? 4 

Keep. Without, my noble lords? 

Gar. Yes. 

Keep. My lord archbishop: 

And has done half-an-hour, to know your 
pleasures. 

Chan. Let him come in. 

Keep. Your Grace may enter now. 

[cbanme* enters and approaches the 
council-table. 

Chan. My good lord archbishop, I'm very 
sorry g 

To sit here at this present and behold 
That chair stand empty: but we ail are men. 

In our own natures frail, and capable 
Of our flesh; few are angels: out of which frailty 
And want of wisdom, you, that best should 
teach us, 13 

Have misdemean’d yourself, and not a little, 
Toward the king first, then his laws, in filling 
The whole realm, by your teaching and your 
chaplains,— 16 

For so we are inform'd,—with new opinions. 
Divers and dangerous; which are heresies. 

And, not reform'd, may prove pernicious. 19 

Gar. Which reformation must be sudden too. 
My noble lords; for those that tame wild horses 
Pace ’em not in their hands to make 'em gentle. 
But stop their mouths with stubborn bits, and 
spur ’em. 

Till they obey the manage. If we suffer— a* 
Out of our easiness and childish pity 
To oneman’s honour—this contagious sickness. 
Farewell all physic: and what follows then? 
Commotions, uproars, with a general taint 28 
Of the whole state: as, of late days, our neigh¬ 
bours. 

The upper Germany, can dearly witness. 

Yet freshly pitied in our memories. 

Cran. My good lords, hitherto in all the 
progress 3a 

Both of my life and office, I have labour’d. 

And with no little study, that my teaching 
And the strong course of my authority 
Might go one way, and safely; and the end 36 
Was ever, to do well: nor is there living,— 

I speak it with a single heart, my lords,— 

A man that more detests, more stirs as 
Both in his private conscience and his p] 

Defacers of a public peace, than I do. 41 
Pray heaven the king may never find a heart 
With less allegiance In it! Men, that mak e 
Envy and crooked malice nourishment 44 
Dare bite the best I do beseech your lordships 
That, in this case of justice, my accusers. 

Be what they will, may stand forth face to face, 
And freely urge against me. 

Suf. Nay, my lord, 4* 

putt cannot be: you are a counsellor. 

And by that virtue no man dare accuse you. 


HENRY Vm 
Where, being but a private man again. 

You s hal l know many dare accuse you boldly. 
More than, I fear, you are provided for. 37 
Cran. Ah! my good Lord of Winchester, I 
thank you; 

You are always my good friend: if your will paw, 
I shall both and your lordship judge and juror. 
You are so merciful. I see your end; 61 
’Tis my undoing: love and meekness, lord. 
Become a churchman better than ambition: 
Win straying souls with modesty again, 64 
Cast none away. That I shall clear myself. 
Lay all the weight ye can upon my patience, 

I make as little doubt, as you do conscience. 
In doing daily wrongs. I could say more, 6 S 
But reverence to your calling makes me modest. 

Gar. My lord, my lord, you are a sectary; 
That’s the plain truth: your painted gloss dis¬ 
covers, 

To men that understand you, words and weak¬ 
ness. 72 

Crom. My Lord of Winchester, you areaUttle, 
By your good favour, too sharp; men so noble, 
However faulty, yet should find respect 
For what they have been: ’tis a cruelty 76 
To load a falling man. 

Gar. Good Master secretary, 

I cry your honour mercy; you may, worst 
Of all this table, say so. 

Crom. Why, my lord? 

Gar. Do not I know you for a favourer 80 
Of this new sect? ye are not sound. 

Crom. Not sound? 

Gar. Not sound, I say. 

Crom. Would you were half so honest! 
Men’s prayers then would seek you, not their 
fears. 

Gar. I shall remember this bold language. 
Grom. Do. 84 

Remember your bold life too. 

Chan. This Is too much; 

Forbear, for shame, my lords. 

Gar. I have done. 

Crom. And I. 

Chan. Then thus for you, my lord: It stands 
agreed, 

I take it, by all voices, that forthwith tt 
You be convey'd to the Tower a prisoner; 
There to remain till the king’s further pleasure 
Be known unto us. Are you all agreed, lords? 
All. We are. 

Cran. Is there no other way of mercy. 
But 1 must needs to the Tower, my lords? 

Gar. What other 93 

Would you expect? You are strangely trouble¬ 
some. 

Let some o’ the guard be ready then. 


Entt,' Guard. 

__ Cran. Forme? 

Gar. Nip lord, because we have b usin ess of Must I go like a traitor thither? 
more moment. Gar. Receive h i m, 96 

We will be short with you. Tis Ms highness’ And see him safe i’ the Tower. 

* pleasure, sa Cran. Stay, good my lords; 

And our consent, for better trial of you, I have a little yet to say. Look there, my lords; 
From hence you be committed to the Tower; By virtue of that ring I take my cause 9» 
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Out of the gripes of cruel iren, and give it 
To a most noble judge, the king my master. 
Chan. This is the king's ring, 

Sur. Tis no counterfeit. 

Suf. Tis the right ring, by heaven 11 told ye 

When we first put this dangerous stonea-rolling, 
ITwould fall upon ourselves. 

Nor. Do you think, my lords, 105 

The king will suffer but the little finger 
Of this man to be vex’d? 

Cham. Tis now too certain: 

How much more is his life in value with him? 
Would I were fairly out on’t. 

Crom. My mind gave me. 

In seeking tales and informations 
Against this man—whose honesty the devil 
And his disciples only envy at— na 

Ye blew the fire that burns ye: now have at ye! 

v nter the tana, frowning on them: he takes 
his seat. 

Gar. Dread sovereign, how much are we 
bound to heaven 

In daily thanks, that gave us such a prince; 
Not only good and wise, but most religious: 116 
One that In all obedience makes the Church 
The chief aim of his honour; and, to strengthen 
That holy duty, out of dear respect. 

His royal self in judgment comes to hear 120 
The cause betwixt her and this great offender. 
K. Hen. You were ever good at sudden com¬ 
mendations, 

Bishop of Winchester; but know, I come not 
To hear such flattery now, and in mypresence; 
They are too thin and bare to hide oflences. 125 
To me you cannot reach; you play the spaniel. 
And think with wagging of your tongue to win 
me; 

But, whatsoe’er thou tak’st me for. I'm sure 
Thou hast a cruel nature and a bloody. 129 
ITo cranmer.] Good man, sit down. Now let 
me see the proudest 

He, that dares most, but wag his finger at thee: 
By all that’s holy, he had better starve 132 
Than but once think this place becomes thee not 
Sur. May it please your Grace,— 

K. Hen. No, sir, It does not please me. 
t had thought I had had men 0 € some under¬ 
standing 

And wisdom of my council; but I find none. 
Was it discretion, lords, to let this man, 137 
This good man,—few of you deserve that title,— 
This honest man, wait like a lousy footboy 
At chamber-door? and one as great as you are? 
Why, what a shame was this! Did my com¬ 
mission isi 

Bid ye so far forget yourselves? I gave ye 
rower as he was a counsellor to try him, 

Not as a groom. There's some of ye, I see. 
More out of malice than Integrity, 145 

Would try him to the utmost, had ye mean; 
Which ye shall never have while I live. 

Chan. Thus far, 

My most dread sov’rrign, may it like your 

Grace 14S 


To let my tongue excuse all. What was pur¬ 
pos’d 

Concerning his imprisonment, was rather— 

If there be faith in men—meant for his trial 
And fair purgation to the world, than malice, 152 
I'm sure, in me. 

K. Hen. Well, well, my lords, respect him; 
Take him, and use him well; he's worthy of it. 
1 will say thus much for bim, if a prince 
May be beholding to a subject, I tj 6 

Am, for his love and service, so to him. 

Make me no more ado, but all embrace him: 
Be friends, for shame, ray lords 1 My Lord of 
Canterbury, 

I have a suit which you must not deny me; 
That is, a fair young maid that yet wants 
baptism, 161 

You must be godfather, and answer for her. 
Cran. The greatest monarch now alive may 
glory 

In such an honour: how may I deserve it, 164 
That am a poor and humble subject to you? 

K. Hen. Come, come, my lord, you’d spare 
your spoons: you shall have two noble partners 
with you; the old Duchess of Norfolk, and Lady 
Marquess Dorset: will these please you? 1S9 
Once more, my Lord of Winchester, I charge 


Embrace and love this man. 

Gar. With a true heart 

And brother-love I do it 

Cron. And let heaven 

Witness, how dear I hold this confirmation. 

K. Hen. Good man! those foyftil tears show 
thy true heart; 

The common voice, I see, is verified 
Of thee, winch says thus, 'Do my Lord of 
Canterbury 176 

A shrewd turn, add he is your friend for ever.' 
Come;lords, we trifle time away; I long 
To have this young one made a Christian. 

As 1 have made ye one, lords, one remain; tlo 
So I grow stronger, you mdte honour gain. 

[Exeunt. 


SCEN* IV.— The Palace-Yard. 

Noise and tumult within. Enter Porter and 
his Man. 

Port. You ’ll leave your noise anon, ye rascals. 
Do you take the court for Paris-gar den? ye rude 
slaves, leave your gaping. 

[Within.] Good Master porter, I belong to 
the larder. 5 

Port. Belong to the gallows, and be hanged, 
you rogue! Is this a place to roar in? Fetch 
me a dozen crab-tree staves, and strong ones: 
these are but switches to 'em. I’ll scratch your 
heads: you must be seeing christenings! Do 
you tome for ale and cakes here, you rude 
rascals? T 12 

Man. Pray, dr, be patient: 'ds as much 
impossible— 

Unless we sweep ’em from the door with 
cannons— 

To scatter ’em, at ’da to 'em deep 
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On May-day morning; which win never be. 16 
We may as well push against Paul’s as stir 'em. 
Port. How got they in, and be hang’d? 
Man. Alas, 1 know not; how gets the tide in? 
Aa much as one sound cudgel or four foot— so 
You see the poor remainder—could distribute, 
I made no spare, sir. 

Port. You did nothing, sir. 


These lazy knaves? Ye have made a One band, 
fellows: 76 

There's a trim rabble let in. Are all these 
Your faithful friends o' the suburbs? We shall 
have 

Great store of room, no doubt, left for the ladies. 
When they pass back from the christening. 
Port. An't please your honour, 80 


Man. I am not Samson, nor Sir Guy, nor We are but men; and what so many may do. 


Coibrand, 

To mow ’em down before me; but if I spar’d any 
That had a head to bit, either young or old. 
He or she, cuckold or cuckold-maker, 16 
Let me ne’er hope to see a chine again; 

And that I would not for a cow, God save her! 
[Within.] Do you hear, Master porter? 29 
Port. I shall be with you presently, good 
Master puppy. Keep the door close, sirrah. 
Man. What would you have me do? 3a 
Port. What should you do, but knock ’em 


Not being torn a-pieces, we have done: 

An army cannot rule ’em. 

Cham. As I live. 

If the king blame me for’t. I’ll lay ye all 84 
By the heels, and suddenly; and on your heads 
Clap round fines for neglect: ye're lazy knaves; 
And here ye lie baiting of bombards, when 
Ye should do service. Hark! the trumpets 
sound; 88 

They’re come already from the christening. 
Go, break among the press, and find a way out 


down by the dozens? Is this Mootfields to To let the troop pass fairly, or I’ll find 


muster in? or have we some strange Indian 
with the great tool come to court, the women so 
besiege us ? Bless me, what a fry of fornication 
is at door! On my Christian conscience, this 
one christening will beget a thousand: hoe will 
be father, godfather, and ail together. 40 
Man. Thespoons will be the bigger, sir. There 
is a fellow somewhat near the door, he should be 
a brazier by his face, for, o' my conscience, 
twenty of the dog days now reign in's nose: all 
that stand about him are under the line, they 
need no other penance. That fire-drake did I 
hit three times on the head, and three times was 
his nose discharged against me: be stands there, 
like a mortar-puce, to blow us. There was a 
haberdasher’s wife of small wit near him, that 
railed upon me till her pinked porringer fell off 
her head, for kindling such a combustion in the 
state. I missed the meteor once, and hit that 
woman, who cried out, ‘Clubs!' when I might 
see from far some forty truncheonera draw to 
her succour, which were the hope o’ the Strand, 
where she was quartered. They fell on; I made 
pood my place; at length they came to the 
6 rooms tail to me; I defied ’em still; when 
suddenly a file of boys behind ’em, loose shot, 
delivered such a shower of pebbles, that I was 
fain to draw mine honour in, and let’em win the 
work. The devil was amongst’em, I think, surely. 64 
Port. These are the youths that thunder at a 
playhouse, and fight for bitten apples; that no 
audience, but the Tribulation of Tower-hill, or 
the Limbs of Limehouse, their dear brothers, are 
able to endure. I have some of ’em in Limbo 
Patrum, and there they are like to dance these 
three days; besides the running banquet of two 
beadles, that is to come. 7? 

Enter the Lord Chamberlain. 

Cham. Mercy o’ me, what a multitude are 
here! 

.They grow still too, Horn all parts they are 
coming, 

As if we kept a fair here! Where are these 
porters. 


A Marshalsea shall hold ye play these two 
months. 93 

Port. Make way there for the princess. 
Man. You great fellow. 

Stand close up, or I’ll make your head ache. 

Port. You 1’ the camlet, get up o' the rail: 
I’ll pick you o’er the pale* else. [Exeunt. 

Scene V. —The Palace. 

Enter trumpets, sounding; then two Aldermen, 
Lord Mayor, Garter, cranuer, duke op 

NORFOLK, with his marshal’s staff, DUKE OP 
Suffolk, two Noblemen bearing great stand¬ 
ing-bowls for the christening gifts; then, four 
Noblemen bearing a canopy, under which the 
duchess of Norfolk, godmother, bearing 
the child, richly habited in a mantle, Ac., 
train borne by a Lady; then follows the Mar¬ 
chioness of DORSET, the other godmother, 
and Ladies. The troop pass once about the 
stage, and Garter speaks. 

Gai t. Heaven, from thy endless goodness, 
send prosperous life, long, and ever happy, to 
the high and mighty Princess of England, Eliza¬ 
beth 1 4 

Flourish. Enter UNO and Train. 

Cran. [Kneeling.] And to your royal Grace, 
and the good queen. 

My noble partners, and myself, thus pray: 

All comfort, joy, in this most gracious lady, 
Heaven ever laid up to make parents happy, 8 
May hourly fall upon yel 
K. Hen. Thank you, good lord archbishop: 
What is her name? 

Cran. Elizabeth. 

K. Hen. Stand up, lord. 

[The kino kisses the Child. 
With this kiss take my blessing; God protect 
thee! 

Into whose hand I give thy life. 

Cran. Amen. ts 

K. Hen . My noble gossips, ye have been too 
prodigal: 
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I ye heartily' 10 ihall this lady 
When she has so much English. 

Cran, Let me speak, sir, 

For heaven now bids me; and the words I utter 
Let none think flattery, for they’ll find ’em 
truth. 

This royal infant,—heaven still move about 
her!— 

Though in her cradle, yet now promises 19 
" his land a thousand thousand blessings, 
time shall bring to ripeness: she shall 
be— 

But few now living can behold that goodness— 
A pattern to all princes living with her, 

And all that shall succeed: Saba was never 14 
More covetous of wisdom and fair virtue 
Than this pure soul shall be: all princely graces, 
That mould up such a mighty piece as this is, 
With all the virtues that attend the good, a 8 
Shall still be doubled on her; truth shall nurse 
her; 

Holy and heavenly thoughts still counsel her: 
She shall be lov’d and oar’d; her own shall 
bless her; 

Her foes shake like a field of beaten com, 3s 
And hang their heads with sorrow; good grows 
with her. 

In her days every man shall eat in safety 
Under his own vine what he plants; and sing 
The mertv songs of peace to ail hts neighbours. 
God shall be truly known; and those about her 
From her shall read the perfect ways of honour, 
And by those claim their greatness, not by 
blood. 39 

Nor shall this peace sleep with her; but as when 
The bird of wonder dies, the maiden phoenix. 
Her ashes new-create another heir 
Aa neat in admiration as herself, 

So shall she leave her blessedness to one,— 44 
When heaven shall call her from this cloud of 
darkness,— 

Who, from the sacred ashes of her honour, 
Shall star-like rise, as great in fame aa she was, 
And so stand fix’d. Peace, plenty, love, truth, 
terror, 41 

That were the servants to this chosen infant, 
Shall then be his, and like a vine grow to him: 
Wherever the bright sun of heaven shall shine, 
His honour and me greatness of his name js 


Shall be, and make new nations; he shall flo» 
risk 

And, like a mountain cedar, reach his branches 
To all the plains about him; our children’s chil¬ 
dren 

Shall see this, and bless heaven. 

K. Hen. Thou speakest wonders. 

Cron. She shall be, to the happiness of Eng- 

An ages! princess; many days shall see her, ” 
And yet no day without a deed to crown it. 
Would I had known no more 1 but she must die, 
She must, the saints must have her, yet a virgin; 
A most unspotted lily shall she pass 
To the ground, and all the world shall mourn 
her. 

if. Hen. 0 lord archbishop! 64 

Thou hast made me now a man: never, before 
This happy child, did I get any thing. 

This oracle of comfort has so pleas’d me, 
That when I am in heaven, I snail desire 6$ 
To see what this child does, and praise my 
Maker. 

IthankyeaU. To you, my good Lord Mayor, 
And your good brethren, lam much beholding; 
I have receiv’d much honour by your presence, 
And ye shall find me thankfbL Lead the way, 
lords: 73 

Ye must all see the queen, and she must thank 

She win be skk else. This day no man think 
He has business at his house, for an shaU stay: 
This little one shaU make it holiday. {Exeunt. 

EPILOGUE 

‘Tit ten to one, this play can never please 
All that are here: some come to take their ease 
And sleep an act or two; but those, we fear. 
We'vefrighted with our trumpets; so, ’tis clear 
They’ll say 'tis naught: others, to hear the city 
Abus'd extremely, and to cry. * That's witty T 
Which we have not done neither: that, I fen. 
All the expected good we’re Me to hen < 
For this play at inis time, is only in 
The merciful construction of good women; 

For such a one we show’d ’em: if they smile, 
And say 'twill do, I know, within a while « 
All the best men are ours; for ’tis ill hap 
If they hold when their ladies bid ’em clap, 
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Trojan and Greek Soldier*, and Attendants. 


SON*. — Troy, and the Grecian Camp before It. 


PROLOGUE 

In Troy there lies the scene. From Isles of Greece 
The princes orgulous, their high blood chaf'd. 
Have to the port of Athene sent their ships. 
Fraught with the ministers and instruments 4 
Of cruel war: sixty and nine, that wore 
Their crownets regal, from the Athenian bay 
Put forth toward Phrygia; and their vow is made 
To ransack Troy, within whose strong immures 8 
The ravish’d Helen, Menelaus’ queen. 

With wanton Paris sleeps; and that's the quarrel. 
To Tenedos they come. 

And the deep-drawing harks do there disgorge 
Their war-like fraughtage; now on Dardan 
plains 13 

The fresh and yet unbruised Greeks do pitch 
Their brave pavilions; Priam’s six-gated city, 
Dardan, and Tymbria, Ilias, Chetas, Trojan, 
And Antenorides, with massy staples 17 

And corresponsive and fulfilling bolts, 

Sperr up the sons of Troy. 

Now expectation, tickling skittish spirits, so 
On one and other side, Trojan and Greek, 

Sets all on hazard. And hither am I come 
A prologue arm’d, but not in confidence 
Of author’s pen or actor's voice, but suited 24 
in like conditions as our argument. 

To tell you, fair beholders, that our play 
leaps o’er the vaunt and firstlings of those broils. 
Beginning in the middle; starting thence away 
To what may be digested in a play. 29 

Like or find fault; do as your pleasures are: 
Now good or bad, ‘tis but the chance of war. 


ACT I 

Scbn* I.— Troy. Before fham’s Palace. 
Enter trchlus armed, and pandajius. 
•Tro.Can here my varlet. I’ll unarm again: 
why should I war without the walla of Troy, 


That find inch cruel battle here within? 

Each Trojan that is master of his heart, 4 
Let him to field; Troilua, alas! has none. 

Pan. Will this gear ne’er be mended? 

Tro. The Greets are strong, and aldlflil to 
their strength. 

Fierce to their skill, end to their fierceness 
valiant; 8 

But I am weaker than a woman’s tear. 

Tamer than sleep, fonder than ignorance. 

Less valiant than the virgin in the night. 

And skilless as unpractis’d infancy. 12 

Pan. Well, I have told you enough of this: 
for my part. III not meddlenormake no further. 
He that will have a cake out of the wheat must 
tarry the grinding. 16 

Tro. Have I not tarried? 

Pan. Ay, the grinding; but yon mutt tarry 
the bolting. 

Tro. Have I not tarried? 20 

Pan. Ay, the bolting; but you must tarry 

the leavening. 

Tro. Stillhave I tarried. 

Pan. Ay, to the leavening; but here’s yet in 
the word ‘hereafter’ the kneading, the making 
of the cake, the heating of the oven, and the 
baking; nay, you must stay the cooling too, or 
you may chance to burn your lips. as 

Tro. Patience herself, what goddess e’er she 
be. 

Doth lesser blench at sufferance than I do. 

At Priam’s royal table do I sit; 
AndwhcnfairCressidcomsziatosny thoughts,— 
So, traitor! ‘when she conies’!—When is she 
thence? 33 

Pan. Well, she looked yesternight (hirer than 
ever I saw her look, or any woman else. 

Tro. I was about to tell thee twhen my heart. 
As wedged with a sigh, would rive in twain, 37 
Lest Hector or my father should perceive me, 
I have—as when the sun doth light a storm— 
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Buried this sigh in wrinkle of a smile; 40 ButPandarus,—O gods! how do you plague me. 
But sorrow, that is couch'd in glad- I cannot come to Crassid but by Pandar; 100 

ness, And he’s as tetchy to be woo'd to woo 

la like that mirth fate turns to sudden sadness. As she is stubborn-chaste against all suit. 

Pan. An her hair were not somewhat darker Tell me, Apollo, for thy Daphne's love, 
than Helen’s,—well, go to,—there were no more What Cressid is, what Pandar, and what we ? 104 
comparison between the women: but, for my Her bed is India; there she lies, a pearl; 
part, she is my kinswoman; I would not, as they Between our Ilium and where she resides 
term it, praise her, but I would somebody had Let it be call’d the wild and wandering flood; 
heard her talk yesterday, as I did: I will not Ourself the merchant, and this sailing Pandar 
dispraise your sister Cassandra’s wit, but— 49 Ourdoubtfulhope.ourconvoyandourbark.1a9 
fro. O Pandarus! I tell thee, Pandarus,— ,. _ 

-. -• • ■ • Alarum. Enter *nbas. 

ALnr. How now. Prince Troilus! wherefore 
not afield? 

Tro. Because not there: this woman’s an¬ 


swer sorts. 

For womanish it is to be from thence. m 

What news, iGneas, from the field to-day? 
/Ene. That Paris is returned home, and hurt. 
Tro. By whom, AFSncas? 

/Ene. Troilus, by Menelaus. 

Tro. Let Paris bleed: 'tis but a scar to scorn; 
Paris is gor’d with Menelaus’ horn. [ Alarum. 
/Ene. Hark, what good sport is out of town 
to-dayl 118 

Tro. Betterathome,if*wouldImight’were 
‘may.’ 

But to the sport abroad: are you bound thither ? 
/Ene. In all swift baste. 

Tro. Come, go we then together. 

[ Exeunt. 


When 1 do tell thee, there my hopes lie drown’d. 

Reply not in how many fathoms deep 5* 

They lie indrench’d. I tell thee 1 am mad 
In Cressid’s love: thou answer’st, she is fair; 

Pour'st in the open ulcer of my heart 
Her eyes, her hair, her cheek, her gait, her voice; 

Handiest in thy discourse, OI that her hand, 57 
In whose comparison all whites are ink, 

Writing their own reproach; to whose soft 
seizure 

The cygnet’s down is harsh, and spirit of sense 
Hard as the palm of ploughman: this thou 
tell'st me, 61 

As true thou tell’st me, when I say I love her; 

But, saying thus, instead of oil and balm. 

Thou lay’st in every gash that love hath given 
me 64 

The knife that made it. 

Pan. I speak no more than truth. 

Tro. Thou dost not speak so much. 

Pan. Faith, I’ll not meddle in't. Let her be 
as she is: if she be fair, ’tis the better for her; 
an she be not, she has the mends in her own 
hands. 7 X 

Tro. GoodPandarus.hownow, Pandarus! 

Pan. I have had my labour for my travail; 
ill-thought on of her, and ill-thought on of you: 
gone between, and between, but small thanks 

for my labour. 16 Alex. Up 

Tro. What! art thou angry, Pandarus? what! Whose height commands 
with fne? 

Pan. Because she'skin to me, therefore she's 
not so fair as Helen: an she were not kin to me, 
she would be as fair on Friday as Helen is on 
Sunday. But what care 1 ? I care not an she 
were a black-a-moor; ’tis all one to me. 

Tro. Say I she is not fair? 83 

Pan. I do not care whether you do or do. 

She’s a fool to stay behind her father: let her 
to die Greeks; and so I’ll tell her the next time 
I see her. For my part, I’U meddle nor make 
no more i* the matter. 88 

Tro. Pandarus,— 

Pan. Notl. 

Tro. Sweet Pandarus,— 

Pan. Pray ran, speak no more to me! I will 
leave all as I found it, and there an end. 93 

[Exit pandasus. An alarum. 

Tro. Peace, you ungracious clamours I peace, 
rude sounds! 

Fools on both sides! Helen must needs be fair, 

When with your blood you daily paint her thus. 

I cannot fight upon this argument; 97 

It is too starv'd a subject for my sword. 


Scene n .—The Same. A Street. 

Enter ckessida and Alexander. 

Cres. Who were those went by? 

Alex. Queen Hecuba and Helen. 

Cres. And whither go they? 

Alex. Up to the eastern tower, 

_nda as subject all the vale. 

To see the battle. Hector, whose patience 4 
Is as a virtue fix’d, to-day visa mov’d: 

He chid Andromache, and struck his armourer; 
And, like as there were husbandry in war. 
Before the sun rose he was harness’d light, 8 
And to the field goes he; where every flower 
Did, as a prophet, weep what it foresaw 
In Hectors wrath. 

Cres. What was his cause of anger? 

Alex. The noise goes, this: there is among 
the Greeks n 

A lord of Trojan blood, nephew to Hector; 
They call him Ajax. 

Cres. Good; and whit of him? 

Alex. They say be is a very man per se 
And stands alone. r< 

Cres. So do all men, unless they are drunk, 
sick, or have no legs. 

Alex. This man, lady, hath robbed many 
beasts of their particular additions: he is as 
valiant as the lion, churlish as the bear, slow as 
the elephant: a man into whom nature hath so 
crowded humours that his valour is crushed into 

folly, his folly sauced with discretion: them is 



n] 


no nun hath a virtue that he hath not a glimpse 
of, nor any man an attaint bnt he carries some 
stain of it. He is melancholy without cause, and 
merry against the hair; he hath the joints of 
every thing, but every thing so ont of joint that 
he is a gouty Btiareus. many hands and no use; 
or purblind Argus, all eyes and no sight. 3* 
Cm. But how would this man, that makes 
me smile, make Hector angry? 

Alex. They say he yesterday coped Hector in 
the battle and struck him down; the disdain 
and shame whereof hath ever since kept Hector 
fasting and waking. 37 

Ores. Who comes here? 

Enter p and Ait us. 

Alex. Madam, your unde Pandarus. 

Cm. Hector’s a gallant man. 40 

Alex. As may be In the world, lady. 

Pan. What's that? what’s that? 

Cm. Good morrow, uncle Pandarus. 

Pan. Good morrow, cousin Cressid. What 
do you talk of? Good morrow, Alexander. 
How do you, cousin? When were you at Ilium? 
Cm. This morning, unde. 47 

Pan. What were you talking of when I 
came? Was Hector armed and gone ere ye 
came to Ilium ? Helen was not up, was she? 
Cm. Hector was gone, but Helen was not up. 
Pan. E'en so: Hector was stirring early. 33 
Cm. Thatwerewetalkingof.andofhiaanger. 
Pan. Was he angry? 

Cres. So he says here. 

Pan. True, he was so; I know the cause too: 
hell lay about him to-day, I can tell them that: 
and there’s Troilus will not come far behind 
him; let them take heed of Troilus, I can tell 
them that too. So 

Cm. Whatl is he angry too? 

Pan. Who, Troilus? Troilus is the better 
man of the two. 

Cres. O Jupiter! then’s no comparison. «4 
Pan. What! notbetweenTroiluaandHector? 
Do you know a man if you see him? 

Crei. Ay, if I ever saw him before and knew 
him. 6 * 

Pan. Well, I say Troilus is Troilus. 

Oer. Then you say as I say; for I am sure 
he is not Hector. 

Pan. No, nor Hector Is not Troilus in some 

^Cm. Tis just to each of them; he is himself 
Pan. Himself! Alas, poor Troilus, I would 
ho were. 7 * 

Cm. So he Is. .... 

Pan. Condisksn.Ihadfonebare-foottoIndia. 

Cm, He is not Hector. _ 

. Pan. Himself! no, he’s not himself. Would 
« were himself: well, the gods are above; 
time must ftiend or end: well, Troilus, well, I 
would my heart were in her body. No, Hector 
is not a better man than Troilus M 

Cm. Excuse me. 

Pan. He is elder. 

Cm. Pardon me, pardon me. 
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Past. Th’ other ’■ not come to't: you shall tell 
me another tale when the other’s come to’L 
Hector shall not have his wit this year. 

Cm. He shall not need it if he have his own. 
Pan. Nor his qualities. <13 

Cm. No matter. 

Pan. Nor his beauty. 

Cres. Twould not become him; his own’s 
better. »6 

Pan. You have no judgment, niece: Helen 
herself swore th' other day, that Troilus, for a 
brown favour,—for so ’tisTmust confess,—not 
brown neither,— 100 

Cres. No, but brown. 

Pan. Faint, to say truth, brown ana not 
brown. 

Cm. To say the truth, true and not true. ra« 
Pan. She prais'd his complexion above Paris. 
Cres. Why, Paris hath colour enough. 

Pan. So he has. 

Cres. Then Troilus should have too much: If 
she praised him above, his complexion is higher 
than his: he having colour enough, and the 
other higher. Is too naming a praise for a good 
.nplexic::, I had as lief Helen's golden tongue 
had commended Troilus for a copper note. 113 
Pan. I swear to you, 1 think Helen loves him 
better than Paris. 

Cm. Then she’s a merry Greek indeed. u 6 
Pan. Nay, I am sure she does. She came to 
him th* other day into the compassed window, 
and, you know, he has not past three or four 
hairs on bis chin.— no 

C«j. Indeed, a tapster*sarithmetk may soon 
bring his particulars therein to a total. 

Pan. Why, he is very young; and yet will he, 
within three pound, lift as much as his brother 
Hector. nj 

Cm. Is he so young a man, and so old s 
lifter? 

Poe. But to prove to you that Helen loves 
him: she came and puts me her white hand to 
his cloven chin,— 130 

Cm. Juno have mercy! how came it cloven? 
Pan. Why, you know, 'tis dimpled. I think 
his smiling becomes him better man anv man 
in all Phrygia. 

Cres. ofhe smiles valiantly. 

Pan. Does he not? 13S 

Cm. Ol yes, an 'twere a cloud in autumn. 
Pan. Why, go to, then. But to prove to you 
that Helen loves Troilus,— 

Cm. Troilus will stand to die proof; if 
you’ll prove it so. Mt 

Pan. Troilus! why he esteems her no more 
than I esteem an addle egg. 

Cres. If you love an addle egg aa well as yon 
love an idle head, you would eat chickens 1 ' the 
shell. i 4 < 

Pan. I cannot choose but laugh, to think 
how she tickled his chin: indeed, she has a 
marvell's white hand, I must needs confess,— 
Cres. Without the rack. iso 

Pan. And she takes upon her to spy s white 
hair on his cMff. 

Cm. Alas! poor chin! many a wart is richer. 
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(act i 


Pan. But there was such laughing: Queen 
Hecuba laughed that her eyes ran o’er. 

Cres. With millstones. ij# 

Pan. And Cassandra laughed. 

Cres. Butthere was more temperate fire under 
the pot of her eyes: did her eyes run o’er too? 
Pan. And Hector laughed. 160 

Cres. At what was all this laughing? 

Pan. Marry, at the white hair that Helen 
spied on Troilus* chin. 

Cres. An’t had been a green hair, I should 
have laughed too. 165 

Pan. They laughed not so much at the hair 
as at his pretty answer. 

Cres. What was his answer? 168 

Pan. Quoth she, ‘Here's but one-and-fifty 
hairs on your chin, and one of them is white.' 
Cres. This is her question. 

Pan. That's true; make no question of that. 
* One-and-fifty hairs,’ quoth he, ‘ and one white: 
that white hair is my father, and all the rest are 
his sons.' ‘ Jupiter!' quoth she/which of these 
hairs is Paris, my husband?’ ‘The forked one,’ 
quoth he; ‘pluck’t out, and give it him.’ But 
there was such laughing, and Helen so blushed, 
and Paris so chafed, and all the rest so laughed, 
that it passed. 180 

Cres. So let it now, for it has been a great 
while going by. 

Pan. Well, cousin, I told you a thing yester¬ 
day: think on't. <84 

Cres. So I do. 

Pan. I’ll be sworn ’tis true: he will weep you, 
an 'twere a man bom in April. 

Cres. And I’U spring up in his tears, an 
'twere a nettle against May. [A retreat sounded. 

Pan. Hark! they are coming from the field. 
Shall we stand up here, and see them as they pass 
toward Dium? good niece, do; sw e et niece, Cressida. 
Cres. At your pleasure. 193 

Pan. Here, here; here’s an excellent place: 
here we may see most bravely. I’ll tell you them 
all by their names as they pass by, but mark 
Troilus above the rest. 197 

Cres. Speak not so loud. 

jeneas passes over the stage. 

Pan. That’s jEneas: is not that a brave 
man? he's one of the flowers of Troy, I can tell 
you; but mark Troilus; you shall see anon, sot 

antenor passes over. 

Cres. Who’s that? 

Pan. That’s Antenor: he has a shrewd wit, 
I can tell you; and he’s a man good enough: 
he’s one o’ the soundest judgments in Troy, 
whosoever, and a proper man of person. When 
comes Troilus? I’ll show you Troilus anon: 
if he see me, you shall see him nod at me. 208 
Cres. Will he give you the nod? 

Pan. You shall see. 

Cres. If he do, the rich shall have more. 
hector passes over. 

Pan. That *s Hector, that, that, look you, that; 
there's a fellow 1 Go thy way. Hector! There's 


a brave man, niece. O brave Hector! Look 
how he looks! there's a countenance! Is’t not 
a brave man? 216 

Cres. Ol a brave man. 

Pan. Is a’ not? It does a man’s heart good. 
Look you what hacks are on his helmet! look 
you yonder, do you see? look you there: there’s 
no jesting; there’s laying on, take't off who 
will, as they say: there be hacks! 222 

Cres. Be those with swords? 

Pan. Swords? any thing, he cares not; an 
the devil come to him, it’s all one: by God’s lid, 
it does one’s heart good. Yonder comes Paris, 
yonder comes Paris. 227 

PARIS crosses over. 

Look ye yonder, niece: is’t not a gallant man 
too, is’t not? Why, this is brave now. Who 
said he came hurt home to-day? he’s not hurt: 
why, this will do Helen’s heart good now, ha! 
Would I could see Troilus nowl You shall see 
Troilus anon. 233 

Cres. Who’s that? 

helenus passes over. 

Pan. That’s Helenus. Imarvelwhere Troilus 
is. That’s Helenus. I think he went not forth 
to-day. That’s Helenus. 237 

Cres. Can Helenus fight, uncle? 

Pan. Helenus? no, yes, he’ll fight indifferent 
well. I marvel where Troilus is. Hark! do you 
not hear the people cry, ‘Troilus?’ Helenus is 
a priest. 242 

Cres. What sneaking fellow comes yonder? 


troilus passes over. 

Pan. Where? yonder? that’s Deiphobus. 
Tis Troilus! there’s a man, niece! Hem! Brave 
Troilus! the prince of chivalry! 246 

Cres. Peace! for shame, peace! 

Pan. Mark him; note him: O brave Troilus! 
look well upon him, niece Mook you how his 
sword is bloodied, and his helmet more hacked 
than Hector's; and how he looks, and how he 
goes! O admirable youth! he ne’er saw three- 
and-twenty. Go thy way, Troilus, go thy wayi 
Had I a sister were a grace, or a daughter a 
goddess, he should take his choice. O admirable 
man! Paris? Paris is dirt to him; and, I 
warrant, Helen, to change, would give an eye to 
boot. 

Cres. Here come more. 239 


Soldiers pass over. 

Pan. Asses, fools,dolts!chaffandbran,chaff 
and bran! porridge after meat! I could live 
and die i* the eves of Troilus. Ne’er look, ne’er 
look; the eagles are gone: crows and daws, 
crows and daws! I had rather be such a man as 
Troilus than Agamemnon and all Greece. a«j 
Cres. There is among the Greeks Achilles, a 
better man than Troilus. 

Pan. Achilles! a drayman, a porter, a very 
camel. 249 

Cres. Well, well. 
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Pan. 'Well, welll’ Why, have you any dis¬ 
cretion? have you any eyes? Do you know 
what a man is? Is not birth, beauty, good 
shape.discourse,manhood,learning.gentleness, 
virtue, youth, liberality, and so forth, the spice 
and salt that season a man? 276 

Cres. Ay, a minced man: and then to be 
baked with no date in the pie, for then the 
man’s date’s out. 

Pan. You are such a woman lone knows not 
at what ward you lie. 281 

Cres. Upon my back, to defend my belly; 
upon my wit, to defend my wiles; upon my 
secrecy, to defend mine honesty; my mask, to 
defend my beauty; and you, to defend all these: 
and at all these wards I lie, at a thousand 
watches. 

Pan. Say one of your watches. 288 

Cres. Nay, I’ll watch you for that; and that's 
one of the chiefest of them too: if 1 cannot 
ward what I would not have hit, 1 can watch you 
for telling how 1 took the blow; unless it swell 
past hiding, and then it's past watching. 293 
Pan. You are such another! 

Enter troilus’ Boy. 

Boy. Sir, my lord would instantly speak with 
you. 296 

Pan. Where? 

Boy. Atyourownhouse;thereheunarmshim. 
Pan. Good boy, tell him I come. lExit Boy.] 
I doubt he be hurt. Fare ye well, good niece. 
Cres. Adieu, uncle. 

Pan. I’ll be with you, niece, by and by. 
Cres. To bring, uncle? 

Pan. Ay, a token from Troilus. 304 

Cres. By the same token, you an a bawd. 

[Exit PANDARUS. 
Words, vows, gifts, tears, and love’s full sacrifice 
He offers in another’s enterprise; 

But more in Troilus thousand-fold I see 308 
Than in the glass of Pander’s praise may be. 
Yet hold I off. Women are angels, wooing: 
Things won are done; joy’s soul lies in the 
doing: 

That she belov’d knows nought that knows not 
this: 3 i» 

Men prize the thing ungain’d more than it is: 
That she was never yet, that ever knew 
Love got so sweet as when desire did sue. 
Therefore this maxim out of love I teach: 31* 
Achievement is command; ungain’d, beseech: 
Then though my heart’s content firm love doth 
bear. 

Nothing of that shall from mine eyes appear. 

[Exeunt. 


Scene HL —The Grecian Camp. Before 
AGAMEMNON’S Tent. 

Sennet. Enter aoamsmnon, nestor, ulysses, 

* menelaus, and Others. 

Agent. Princes, 

What griefhath set the Jaundice on your cheeks ? 
The ample proposition that hope makes 


In all designs begun on earth below 4 

Fails in the promis’d largeness: checks and 
disasters 

Grow in the veins of actions highest rear’d; 

As knots, by the conflux of meeting sap. 

Infect the sound pine and divert his grain 8 
Tortive and errant from his course of growth. 
Nor, princes, is it matter new to us 
That we come short of our suppose so far 
That after seven years’ siege yet Troy walls 
stand; 10 

Sith every action that hath gone before, 
Whereof we have record, trial did draw 
Bias and thwart, not answering the aim, 

And that unbodied figure of the thought 16 
That gave’t surmised shape. Why then, you 
princes, 

Do you with cheeks abash’d behold our works. 
And call them shames ? which are indeed nought 
else 

But the protractive trials of great Jove, 20 
To find persistive constancy in men: 

The fineness of which metal is not found 
In Fortune’s love; for then, the bold and coward. 
The wise and fool, the artist and unread, 24 
The hard and soft, seem all affin’d and kin: 
But, in the wind and tempest of her frown, 
Distinction, with a broad and powerful fan. 
Puffing at all, winnows the light away; 28 
And what hath mass or matter, by itself 
Lies rich in virtue and unmingled. 

Nest. With due observance of thy god-like 
seat, 

Great Agamemnon, Nestor shall apply 32 
Thy latest words. In the reproof of chance 
Lies the true proof of men: the sea being smooth, 
How many shallow bauble boats dare sail 
Upon her patient breast, making their way 38 
With those of nobler bulk! 

But let the ruffian Boreas once enrage 
The gentle Thetis, and anon behold 
The strong-ribb’d bark through liquid moun¬ 
tains cut, 40 

Bounding between the two moist elements. 
Like Perseus’ horse: where's then the saucy boat 
Whose weak untimber’d sides but even now 
Co-rivall'd greatness ? either to harbour fled, 44 
Or made a toast for Neptune. Even so 
Doth valour’s show and valour’s worth divide 
In storms of fortune; for in her ray and bright¬ 
ness 

The herd hath more annoyance by the breese 4* 
Than by the tiger; but when the splitting wind 
Makes flexible the knees of knotted oaks. 

And flies fled under shade, why then the thing 
of courage. 

And with an accent tun’d m self-same key, 33 
Retorts to chiding fortune. 

Ulyss. Agamemnon, 

Thou great commander, nerve and bone of 
Greece, 

Heart of our numbers, soul and only spirit, 36 
In whom the tempers and the minds of all 
Should be shut up, hear what Ulysses speaks. 
Besides the applause and approbation 
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The which, [To Agamemnon] most mighty for Should lift their bosoms higher than the lhoree, 
thy piece and iway, 60 And make a sop of all this solid globe: us 

[To nestor.] And thou most reverend for thy Strength should be lord of imbecility, 

stretch’d-out life. And the rude son should strike his father dead: 

I give to both your speeches, which were such Force should be right; or rather, right and 
As Agamemnon and the hand of Greece wrong— 116 

Should hold up high In brass; and such again Between whose endless jar justice resides— 

As venerable Nestor, batch’d in silver, 6 ; Should lose their names, and so should justice 


Should with a bond of air, strong as the axle- 
tree 

On which heaven rides, knit all the Greeldsh 

ears 

To his experienc’d tongue, yet let it please 
both, 68 

Thou great, and wise, to hear Ulysses speak. _I_ __ 

' am. Speak, Prince of Ithaca; and oe’t of This chaos, when degree is suffocate. 


_„j expect 

That matter needless, of importless burden. 
Divide thy lips, than we are confident, 73 

When rank Thersites opes his mastick jaws. 
We shall bear music, wit, and oracle. 

Ulyss. Troy, yet upon his basis, had been 
down, 

And the great Hector’s sword bad lack’d a 
master, 76 

But for these instances. 

The specialty of rule hath been neglected: 
And look, how many Grecian tents do stand 
Hollow upon this plain, so many hollow fac¬ 
tions. so 

When that the general is not like the hive 
To whom the foragers shall all repair. 

What honey is expected? Degree being vizarded. 
The nnwoithiest shows as fairly in the mask. 
The heavens themselves, the planets, and this 

centre Sj 

Observe degree, priority, and place. 

Institute, course, proportion, season, form, 
Offioe, and custom, in all line of order: ss 

And therefore is the glorious planet Sol 
In noble eminence enthron’d and spher’d 
Amidst the other; whose med’dnable eye 
Corrects the ill aspects of planets evil. 93 

And posts , like the commandment or a king. 
Sans check, to good and bad: but when the 
planets 

In evil mixture to disorder wander. 

What plagues, and what portents, what mutiny. 
What raging of the sea. shaking of earth, 97 
Commotion in the winds, frights, changes, 
horrors, 

Divert and crack, tend and deracinate 
The unity and married calm of state* 100 
Quite from their fixate 1 OI when degree is 
shak’d. 

Which is the ladder to all high designs. 

The enterprise is sick. How could communities, 
Degrees in schools, and brotherhood* in cities, 
Peaceful commerce from dividable shores, 10s 
The primogenitive and due of birth. 
Prerogative of age, crowns, sceptres, laurels. 
But by degree, stand in authentic place? tog 
Take tat degree away, untune that string. 
And, hark! what discoid follows; each thing 
meets 

In mere oppugnanev: the bounded waters 


too. 

Then every thing includes itself in power. 
Power into will, will into appetite; rao 

And appetite, a universal wolf. 

So doubly sec o nded with will and power. 
Must make perforce a universal prey. 

And last eat up himself. Great Agamemnon, 
is suffocate, taj 

Follows the choking. 

And this neglection of degree it is 
That by a pace goes backward, with a purpose 
It hath to dimo. The general’s disdain’d sag 
By him one step below, he by the next. 

That next by bun beneath; so every step, 
Exampled by the first pace that is sick >33 
Of his superior, grows to an envious fever 
Of pale and bloodless emulation: 

And ’da this fever that keeps Troy on foot. 
Not her own sinews. To end a tale of length, 
Troy in our weakness lives, not in her strength. 
Nest. Most wisely hath Ulysses here dis¬ 
cover’d 

The fever whereof sB our power Is side. 
Atom. The nature of the sic k ness found, 
Ulysses, 140 

What is the remedy? 

Ulyss. The great Achilles, whom opinion 
crowns 

The sinew and the forehand of our host. 

Having his ear fbll of his airy fame, 144 

Grows dainty of his worth, and in his tent 
lies mocking our designs. With him Patrocha 
Upon a lazy bed the livelong day 
Breaks scurrB jests, v 14* 

And with ridiculous and awkward action— 
Which, slanderer, he imitation calls— 

He pageants us. Sometime, great Agamemnon, 
Thy topless deputation he puts on 133 

And, like a strutting player, whose conceit 
lies in his hamstring, and doth think it rich 
To hear the wooden dialogue and sound 
Twixt his stretch’d footing and the scaffold- 
age,— ijS 

Such to-be-pitied and o’er-wrested seeming 
He acts thy greatness in:—and when he speaks, 
Tis like a chime a mending; with terms un¬ 
squar’d. 

Which, from the tongue of roaring Typbon 
dropp’d, r«o 

Would teem hyperboles. At this fusty stuff 
The lane Achillea, on hit press’d bed lolling. 
From his deep chest laughs out a loud applause; 
Cries, ‘Exceuentl ’tis Agamemnon just. 164 

Now play meNes tor ;hem, and stroke thy beard. 
As he being drest to some oration.’ 

That’s done;—as near as the extremett ends 
Of parallels, like as Vulcan and uis wife:— 
Yet good Achilles still cries, ‘Excellent! rtf 
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Tis Nestor right. Now play him me, Patrochis, 
Arming to answer in a night alarm.’ 

And then, forsooth, the faint defecti of age 17J 
Mutt be the scene of mirth; to cough ana spit, 
And with a palsy-fumbling on his gorget, 
Shake in and out the rivet: and at this sport 
Sir Valour dies; cries, ‘O! enough. Patroclus; 
Or give me ribs of steel; I shall split all 177 
In pleasure of my spleen.’ And in this fashion. 
All our abilities, guts, natures, shapes, 

Severals and generals of grace exact, slo 
Achievements, plots, orders, preventions. 
Excitements to the field, or speech for truce. 
Success or loss, what is or is not, serves 
As stuff for these two to make paradoxes. 1S4 
Nest. And in the imitation of these twain— 
Whom, as lllysaes says, opinion crowns 
With an imperial voice—many are infect. 

Ajax is grown self-wiU’d, and bears his headtss 
In such a rein, in full as proud a place 
As broad Achilles; keeps his tent like him; 
Makes factious feasts; rails on our state of war. 
Bold as an oracle, and sets Thersitea— 19s 

A slave whose gall coins slanders like a mint— 
To match us in comparison with dirt; 

To weaken and discredit our exposure, 

Bow rank soever rounded in with danger. 196 
Ulyss. They tax our policy, and call it 
cowardice; 

Count wisdom as no member of the war; 
Forestall prescience, and esteem no act 
But that of hand: the still and mental parts, aoo 
That do contrive how many hands shall strike, 
When fitness calls them on, and know by measure 
Of their observant toil the enemies' weight,— 
Why, this hath not a finger's dignity: 304 

They call this bed-work, mappery, closet-war; 
So that the ram that batters down the wall, 
For the great swing and rudeness of his poise, 
The^place before h& han d tfiat m ade th e cnjsfae. 

By reason guide his execution. aro 

Nest. Let this be granted, and Achilles’ horse 
Makes many Thetis’ sons. [A tucket. 

Agam. what trumpet? look, Menelaus 
Men. From Troy. 

Enter KttBNt. 

Agam. What would you ’fore our tent) 
AEne. Is this great Agamemnon’s tent, I 

J ray you? »* 

ram. Even this. 

ne. May one, that is a herald and a prince, 
Do a fair message to his kingly ears? 

Agam. With surety stronger than Achilles’ 
arm **o 

Tore all the Greekixh heads, which with one 
voice 

Call Agamemnon head and general 
&ne. Fair leave and large security. How 
may 

A stranger to those most imperial looks a*4 
Know them from eyes of other mortals? 

• Agam* Howl 

. Ay: 

I ask, that I might waken reverence 


And bid the cheek be ready with a bluah at 
Modest as morning when she coldly eyes 
The youthful Phoebus: 

Which is that god in office, guiding men? 
Which is the high and mighty Agamemnon 7*33 
Agam. This Trojan scorns us; or the men of 
Troy 

Are ceremonious courtiers. 

AEne. Courtiers as free, as debonair, unarm’d. 
As bending angels; that s their fame in peace; 
But when they would seem soldiers, they have 
galls, 237 

Good arms, strong Joints, true swords; and, 
Jove’s accord, 

Nothing so ftill of heart But peace, iSneasi 
Peace, Troian! lay thy finger on thy lips! 240 
The worthiness of praise distains his worth. 

If that the prais'd himself bring the praise forth; 
But what the repining enemy commends, 

That breath fame blows; that praise, sole pure, 
transcends. 244 

Agam. Sir, you of Troy, call you yourself 

Alneas? 

AEne. Ay, Greek, that is my name. 

Agam. What’s your affair, I pray you? 
AEne. Sir, pardon; ’tis for Agamemnon’s ears. 
Agam. He hears nought privately that comes 
from Troy. *49 

AEne. Nor I from Troy come not to whisper 
him: 

I bring a trumpet to awake his ear. 

To set his sense on the attentive bent, 23a 

And then to speak. 

Agam. Speak frankly as the wind: 

It is not Agamemnon’s sleeping hour; 

That thou shalt know, Trojan, he is awake. 
He tells thee so himself. 

AEne. Trumpet, blow aloud, 23s 

Send thy brass voice through all these lazy tent*; 
And every Greek of mettle, let him know. 
What Troy means fairly shall be spoke aloud. 


We have, great Agamemnon, here in Troy, 2*0 
A prince called Hector,—Priam is his father,— 
Who in this dull and iong-condnu’d truce 
Is rusty grown: he bade me take a trumpet, 
Andtothupuipoeespeak:king‘t,princes, lords! 
If there be one among the firirst of Greece sSj 
That holds his honour higher than his ease, 
That seeks his praise more than he fears his 
peril. 

That knows his valour, and knows not his tear. 
That loves his mistress more than in confes¬ 
sion, 069 

With truant vows to ner own lips he loves. 
And dan avow her beauty and ner worth 
In other anna than berx,—to him this challenge. 
Hector, in view of Trojans and of Greeks. 27s 
Shall make It good, or do his best to do it. 
He hath a lady wiser, firirer, truer. 

Than ever Greek did compass in ms arms; 27* 
And will to-morrow with nis trumpet call, 
Mid-way between your tents and walls ofTroy, 
To rouse a Grecian that is true in love: 

If any come. Hector shall honour him; slo 
If none, he’ll say in Troy whan he retiree. 
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The Grecian dames are sunburnt, and not worth 
The splinter of a lance. Even so much. 

Agam. This shall be told our lovers, Lord 
.Eneas; 284 

If none of them have soul in such a kind. 

We left them all at home: but we are soldiers; 
And may that soldier a mere recreant prove. 
That means not, hath not, or is not in love! 288 
If then one is, or hath, or means to be, 

That one meets Hector; if none else, I am he. 
Nest. Tell him of Nestor, one that was a 
man 

When Hector's grandsire suck'd: he is old now; 
But if there be not in our Grecian host 293 
One noble man that hath one spark of fire 
To answer for his love, tell him from me, 

I’ll hide my silver beard in a gold beaver, 296 
And in my vantbrace put this wither’d brawn; 
And, meeting him, will tell him that my lady 
Was fairer than his grandam, and as chaste 
As may be in the world: his youth in flood, 300 
I’ll prove this truth with my three drops of 
blood. 

jEne. Now heavens forbid such scarcity of 
youth! 

Ulyn. Amen. 

Agam. Fair Lord /Eneas, let me touch your 
hand; 304 

To our pavilion shall I lead you first. 

Achilles shall have word of this intent; 

So shall each lord of Greece, from tent to tent: 
Yourself shall feast with us before you go, 308 
And find the welcome of a noble foe. 

[Exeunt all but ulysses and nestor. 
Ulyss. Nestor! 

Nest. What says Ulysses? 

Ulyss. I have a young conception in my 
brain; 312 

Be you my time to bring it to some shape. 
Nest. What is’t? 

Ulyss. This ’tis: 

Blunt wedges rive hard knots: the seeded pride 
That hath to this maturity blown up 317 

In rank Achilles, must or now be cropp’d. 

Or, shedding, breed a nursery of like evil. 

To overbulk us all. 

Nest. Well, and how? 320 

Ulyss. This challenge that the gallant Hector 
sends. 

However it is spread in general name. 

Relates in purpose only to Achilles. 

Nest. The purpose is perspicuous even as 
substance 324 

Whose grossness little characters sum up: 
And, in the publication, make no strain. 

But that Achilles, were his brain as barren 
As banks of Libya,—though, Apollo knows, 32S 
lit dry enough,—will with great speed of judg¬ 
ment. 

Ay, with celerity, find Hector’s purpose 
Pointing on him. 

Ulyss. And wake him to the answer, think 
you? 33s 

Nest. Yes, 'tis most meet: whom may you 
else oppose. 

That can from Hector bring those honours off. 


If not Achilles? Though't be a sportful combat. 
Yet in the trial much opinion dwells; 336 
For here the Trojans taste our dear’st repute 
With their fin’st palate: and trust to me, Ulysses, 
Our imputation shall be oddly pois'd 
In this wild action; for the success, 340 

Although particular, shall give a scantling 
Of good or bad unto the general; 

And in such indexes, although small pricks 
To their subsequent volumes, there is seen 344 
The baby figure of the giant mass 
Of things to come at large. It is suppos’d 
He that meets Hector issues from our choice; 
And choice, being mutual act of all our souls, 348 
Makes merit her election, and doth boil. 

As ’twere from forth us all, a man distfll’d 
Out of our virtues; who miscarrying. 

What heart receives from hence the conquering 
part, 352 

To steel a strong opinion to themselves? 
Which entertain d, limbs are his instruments, 
In no less working than are swords and bows 
Directive by the limbs. 336 

Ulyss. Give pardon to my speech: 
Therefore 'tis meet Achilles meet not Hector. 
Let us like merchants show our foulest wares. 
And think perchance they’ll sell; if not, 360 
The lustre of the better yet to show 
Shall show the better. Do not consent 
That ever Hector and Achilles meet; 

For both our honour and our shame in this 364 
Are dogg’d with two strange followers. 

Nest. 1 see them not with my old eyes: what 
are they? 

Ulyss. What glory our Achilles shares from 
Hector, 

Were he not proud, we all should share with 
him: 368 

But he already is too insolent; 

And we were better parch in AfHc sun 
Than in the pride and salt scorn of his eyes. 
Should he ’scape Hector fair: ifhe were foil’d, 372 
Why then we did our mainxopinion crush 
In taint of our best man. No: make a lottery; 
And by device let blockish Ajax draw 
The sort to fight with Hector; among our¬ 
selves 376 

Give him allowance as the worthier man, 

For that will physic the great Myrmidon 
Who broils in loud applause; and make him 
fall 

His crest that prouder than blue Iris bends. 380 
If the dull brainless Ajax come safe off, 

We’ll dress him up in voices: if he fail. 

Yet go we under our opinion still 
That we have better men. But, hit or miss, 384 
Our project’s life this shape of sense assumes: 
Ajax employ’d plucks down Achilles’ plumes. 
Nest. Ulysses, 

Now I begin to relish thy advice; 388 

And I will give a taste of it forthwith 
To Agamemnon: go we to him straight. 

Two curs shall tame each other: pride alone 
Must tarre the mastiffs on, as ’twere their 
bone. [Exeunt. 
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Scene I. — A Part of the Grecian Camp. 

Enter AJAX and THERSITES. 

Ajax. Thersites! 

Tker. Agamemnon, how If he had boils ? full, 
all over, generally! 

Ajax. Thersites I 4 

Ther. And those boils did run! Say so, did 
not the general run then! were not that a 
botchy core! 

Ajax. Dog! 8 

Ther. Then would come some matter from 
him: I see none now. 

Ajax. Thou bitch-wolf’s son, canst thou not 
hear! 

Feel, then. [Strikes him. 

Ther. The plague of Greece upon thee, thou 
mongrel beef-witted lord! 

Ajax. Speak then, thou vinewedst leaven, 
speak: I will beat thee into handsomeness. 16 
Ther. 1 shall sooner rail thee into wit and 
holiness: but I think thy horse will sooner con 
an oration than thou learn a prayer without 
book. Thou canst strike, canst thou! a red 
murrain o’ thy jade’s tricks! 21 

Ajax. Toadstool, learn me the proclamation. 
Ther. Dost thou think I have no sense, thou 
strikest me thus! 24 

Ajax. The proclamation 1 
Ther. Thou art proclaimed a fool, I think. 
Ajax. Do not, porpentine, do not: my fingers 
itch. 18 

Ther. I would thou didst itch from head to 
foot, and I had the scratching of thee: I would 
make thee the loathsomest scab of Greece. 
When thou art forth in the incursions, thou 
strikest as slow as another. 33 

Ajax. I say, the proclamation! 

Ther. Thou grumbles! and railest every hour 
on Achilles, and thou art as full of envy at his 
greatness as Cerberus is at Proserpina’s beauty, 
ay that thou barkest at him. 

Ajax. Mistress Thersites 1 

Ther. Thou shouldst strike him. 40 

Ajax. CobloafI 

Ther. He would pun thee into shivers with 
his fist, as a sailor breaks a biscuit. 

Ajax. You whoreson cur. [Beating him. 
Ther. Do, do. 4 S 

Ajax. Thou stool for a witch! 

Ther. Ay, do, do: thou sodden-witted lord! 
thou hast no more brain than I have in mine 
elbows; an assinego may tutor thee: thou scurvy- 
valiant ass! thou art here but to thrash Trojans: 
and thou art bought and sold among those of 
any wit, like a barbarian slave. If thou use to 
twat me. I will begin at thy heel, and tell what 
thou art by inches, thou thing of no bowels, thou 1 
Ajax. You dog! 

Ther. You scurvy lord! s« 

Ajax. You cur! [ Beating him. 

Ther. Mars his idiot! do, rudeness; do, 
camel; do, do. 


Enter ACHILLES and PATROCLUS. 

Achil. Why, how now, Ajax! wherefore do 
you this! 60 

How now, Thersites! what's the matter, man! 
Ther. You see him there, do you! 

Achil. Ay; what’s the matter! 

Ther. Nay, look upon him. S4 

Achil. So I do: what’s the matter! 

Ther. Nay, but regard him well. 

Achil. ‘Well!’ why, so I do. 

Ther. But yet you look not well upon him; 
for, whosoever you take him to be, he is Ajax. 69 
Achil. I know that, fool. 

Ther. Ay, but that fool knows net himself. 
Ajax. Therefore I beat thee. 72 

Ther. Lo, lo, lo, lo, what modicums of wit he 
utters I his evasions have ears thus long. I have 
bobbed his brain more than he has beat my 
bones: I will buy nine sparrows for a penny, and 
his pia mater is not worth the ninth part of a 
sparrow. This lord, Achilles, Ajax, who wears 
his wit in his belly, and his guts in his head. I’ll 
tell you what I say of him. 80 

Achil. What! 

Ther. I say, this Ajax,— 

[ajax offers to strike him. 
Achil. Nay, good Ajax. 

Ther. Has not so much wit— *4 

Achil. Nay, I must hold you. 

Ther, As will stop the eye of Helen’s needle, 
for whom he comes to fight. 

Achil. Peace, fool! 88 

Ther. I would have peace and quietness, but 
the fool will not; he there; that he; look you 
there. 

Ajax. O thou damned cur! I shall— 9a 

Achil. Will you set your wit to a fool’s! 
Ther. No, I warrant you; for a fool's will 
shame it 

Pair. Good words, Thersites. 96 

Achil. What’s the quarrel! 

Ajax. I bade the vile owl go learn me the 
tenour of the proclamation, and he rails upon 
me. roe 

Ther. I serve thee not. 

Ajax. Well, go to, go to. 

Ther. I serve here voluntary. 

Achil. Your last service was sufferance, ’twas 
not voluntary; no man is beaten voluntary: 
Ajax was here the voluntary, and you as under 
an impress. >07 

Ther. Even so; a great deal of your wit too 
lies in your sinews, or else there be liars. Hector 
shall have a great catch if he knock out either of 
your brains: a' were as good crack a fusty nut 
with no kernel. its 

Achil. What, with me too, Thersites! 

Ther. There s Ulysses and old Nestor, whose 
wit was mouldy ere your grandsires had nails 
on their toes, yoke you like draught-oxen, and 
make you plough up the wan. ur 

Achil. what, what! 

Ther. Yes, good sooth: to, AchiUeet to, 
Ajax! to! iso 

Ajax. I shall cut out your tongue. 
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Ther. Hi do matter; I shall speak as much 
as thou afterwards. 

Pair. No more words, Thersitn; peace! 124 
Ther. I will hold my peace when Achillea* 
beach bids me, shall I? 

Achil. There’s far you, Patrodus. 

Ther. I will see you hanged, like dotpoles, 
ere I come any mom to your tents: I will keep 
where there is wit stirring and leave the faction 
of fools. {.Exit. 

Patr. A good riddance. 132 

AcUL Marry, this, sir, is proclaim’d through 
all oar host: 

That Hector, by the fifth hoar of the son. 
Will, with a trumpet, ‘twin our tents and Troy 
To-morrow morning call some knight to arms 
Thathathastomach;andsachaonethatdarei 37 
Maintain—I know not what: ’tis trash. Fare- 
welL 

Ajax. Farewell. Who shall answer him? 
AchU. I know not: it is pot to lottery; other¬ 
wise, 140 

He knew his man. 

Ajax. O, meaning yon. I will go learn more 
of it. [Exeunt. 

Scene IL — Troy. A Room 61 Priam’s Palace. 
Enter priam, hector, trcrlus, parts, and 

HELXNUS. 

PH. After so many hoars. Uvea, speeches 
spent. 

Thus once again says Nestor from the Greeks: 
‘Deliver Helen, and all damage else. 

As honour, loss of time, travail, expense, 4 
Wounds, mends, and what else dear that Is 
consum'd 

In hot digestion of this cormorant war. 

Shall be struck off.’ Hector, what say yon to’t ? 
Hect. Though no man lesser fears the Greeks 
than I, s 

As far as toucheth my particular. 

Yet, dread Priam, 

There it no lady of more softer bowels. 

Mom spongy to suck In the sense of fear, is 
More ready to cry out ’Who knows what fol¬ 
lows?’ 

Than Hector is. The wound of peace is surety, 
Surety secure: but modest doubt is call’d 
The beacon ofthe wise, the tent that searches x 6 
To die bottom of the wont. Let Helen go: 
Since the first sword was drawn about this ques¬ 
tion, 

Hattf been^as'disitr asHdenfI mein, Mom: 
If we have loat to many tenon of ours, 21 
To guard a thing not ours nor worth to us. 
Had it our nsme, the value of one ten. 

What merit's in that reason which d eni es 14 
The yielding of her up? 

Tro. Fie, Set my brother, 

Weigh you the worth and honour of a king 
So neat aa our dread father in a seals 
Of common ounces} win yon with ootmten sum 
The pest proportion of ids infinite? a» 

Jg | WSlSt tOOt/t Dill I IQS 


With spans and inches so dimhmtive 
As fears and reasons? fie, for godly shame! 32 
Hel. No marvel, though you bite so sharp at 
reasons. 

You are so empty of them. Should not our 
father 

Bear the great sway of his affairs with reasons. 
Beca u se your speech hath none that tells him 
so? 36 

Tro. You are for dreams and slumbers, bro¬ 
ther priest; 

You fur your gloves with reason. Here are 
your reasons: 

You know an enemy intends you harm; 

You know a sword employ'd is perilous, 40 
And reason files the object of all harm: 

Who marvels then, when Helenus beholds 
A Grecian and his sword, if he do set 
The very wings of reason to his heels, 44 
And fly like chidden Mercury from Jove, 

Or like a star disorb'd ? Nay, if we talk of reason. 
Let’s shut our gates and sleep: manhood and 
honour 

Should have hare-hearts, would they but fat 
their thoughts 4 * 

With this cramm’d reason: reason and respect 
Make livers pale, and lusdhood defect 
Hect. Brother, aha is not worth what she 
doth cost 
The holding. 

Tro. What is aught but as ’ds valu’d? 
Hect. But value dwells not in particular will; 
It holds his estimate and dignity 
As well wherein ’tis precious of itself 
As in the prizer. Tis mad idolatry 3* 

To make the service greater than the god; 
And the will dotes that is inclinable 
To what infectiously Itself affects, 

Without some image of the affected merit so 
Tro. I take to-day a wife, and my election 
Is led on in the conduct of my will; 

My win enkindled by mine eyes and ears. 
Two traded pilots 'twixt the dangerous shores 64 
Of will and Judgment How may I avoid. 
Although my will distaste what it elected. 
The wife I chose? there can be no evasion 
To blench from this and to stand firm by 
honour. *8 

We turn not bade the tEks upon the merchant 
When we have soil'd them, nor the remainder 
viands 

We do not throw in unresnectiYe sink 
Because we now are frill. It was thought meet 
Paris should do some vengeance on the Greeks: 
Your breath of frill consent bellied his sails; 
The seas end winds—old wranglers—took a 
trace 

And did him service: he touch’d the ports 
desir’d, 7 * 

And for an old aunt whom the Greeks held 
captive 

He brought a Grecian queen, whoee youth and 
freshness 

Wrinkles Apollo’s, and makes stale the mom- 
we her? the Grecians keep our aunt: 
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Is she worth keeping? why, she la a pearl, »i What propugnadon Is in one man's valour, u 6 
Whose price bath launch’d above a thousand To stand the push and enmity of those 
ships. This quarrel would excite? Yet. I protect. 

And turn’d crown’d kings to merchants. Were 1 alone to pass the difficulties, 

If you’ll avouch'twas wisdom Paris went,— 84 And had as ample power as I have wiQ, 140 
As you must needs, for you all cried‘Go, go,’— Paris should ne er retract what he hath done. 


If you'll confess he brought home noble prize,— 
As you must needs, for you all clappM your 
hands. 

And cry’d 'Inestimable 1 ’—why do you now 88 
The issue of your proper wisdoms rate. 

And do a deed that Fortune never did. 

Beggar the estimation which you priz’d 
Rimer than sea and land? Of theft most base. 
That we have stol’n what we do fear to keep 1 93 
But thieves unworthy of a thing so stol’n. 
That in their country did them that disgrace 
We fear to warrant in our native place. 96 
Car. [Within.] Cry, Trojans, cry I 
Pri. What noise? what shriek? 

Tro. Tis our mad sister, I do know her voice. 
Car. [Within.] Cry. Trojans! 

Hect. It is Cassandra. 


Nor faint in the pursuit. 

Pri. Paris, you speak 

Like one besotted on your sweet delights: 
You have the honey still, but these the gall; t 44 
So to be valiant is no praise at all. 

Par. Sir, I propose not merely to myself 
The pleasure such a beauty brings with it; 

But I would have the soil of her fair rape 148 
Wip’d off. In honourable keeping her. 

What treason were it to the ransack'd queen. 
Disgrace to your great worths, and shame to me. 
Now to deliver her possession up, ija 

On terms of base compulsion! Can it be 
That so degenerate a strain as this 
Should once set footing in your generous 


bosoms? 

too There’snot the meanest spirit on our party is* 
_ Without a heart to dare or sword to draw 

Enter Cassandra, ranng. When Helen is defended, nor none so noble 

Cat. Cry, Trojans, cry 1 lend me ten thousand Whose life were ill bestow’d or death unfam'd 


eyes, 

And I will fill them with prophetic tears. 
Hect. Peace, sister, peace! 

Cos. Virgins and boys, mid-age and wrinkled 
eld, 104 

Soft infancy, that nothing canst but cry, 

Add to my clamours 1 let us pay betimes 
A moiety of that mass of moan to come. 

■ with tears! 


Cry, Trojans, cry 1 practise your eye* with tears! Unfit to hear moral philosophy. 

Troy must not be, nor goodly IUon stand; 109 The reasons you allege do more conduce 168 

Our firebrand brother, Paris, bums us all. * u - - - 1 -* J1 -- — 

Cry, Trojans, cry! a Helen and a woe! 

Cty, cry! Troy bums, or else let Helen go. I Exit. 

Hect. Now, youtbftil Troilus, do not these 


Where Helen is the suoject: then, I say, 160 
Well may we fight for her, whom, we know well, 
The world’s large maces cannot parallel. 
Hect. Paris and Troilus, you have both said 
well; 

And on the cause and question now in hand 164 
Have gloz’d, but superficially; not much 
Unlike young men, whom Aristotle thought 
Unfit to hear moral philosophy. 

The reasons you allege do more 1 
To the hot passion of distemper’d blood 
Than to make up a free determination 
Twixt right and wrong; for pleasure and re¬ 
venge 

Have ears more deaf than adders to the voice 
Of any true decision. Nature craves 173 
AH dues be render’d to their owners: now, 


high strains 

Of divination in our sister work 

Some touches of remorse? or is your blood --- - - 

So madly hot that no discourse of reason, 116 What nearer debt in aU humanity 
Nor fear of bad success in a bad cause, Than wife is to the husband? if this law 

Can qualify the same? Of nature be corrupted through affection, 

Tro. Why, brother Hector, And that great minds, of partial indulgence 

We may not think the justness of each act To their benumbed wills, resist the same; 
Such and no other than event doth form it, iso There is a law in each well-order’d nation 180 
Nor once deject the courage of our minds. To curb those raging apatites that an 
Because Cassandra’s mad: her brain-eick rap- Most disobedient sndrefractonr. 

tures If Helen then be wifb to Sparta's king. 

Cannot distaste the goodness of a quarrel As it is known sto is, these moral laws 


I 7 « 


184 


persist 

Andiove'forbid'thDreshouidbe'dODeamragst 

Such*things as might offend the weakest spleen Isth&Jta way of truth; yet, neve rtheless. 

To fight tor and maintain. m My spritdy brethren, I propend to you 

Par 7 Else might the world convince of levity In rreplution to kt*p Helen still; 

As well my undertakings as your counsels; For tis a cause that hath no mean dep en d en ce 
But I attest the gods, your fall consent 13a Ui»n our joint and several dignities. . _i 93 
< 5 ave wings to my propension and cut off 7 >o. Why, there you touch d the UIo of our 
All fears attending on to dire a project: ,1 , ,1... , JU . 

For what, alas! can these my single arms? Were it not glory that ws mom a ff ected 
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Than the performance of our heaving spleens, 
I would not wish a drop of Trojan blood 197 
Spent more in her defence. But, worthy Hector, 
She is a theme of honour and renown, 

A spur to valiant and magnanimous deeds, 200 
Whose present courage may beat down our 
foes. 

And fame in time to come canonize us; 

For, I presume, brave Hector would not lose 
So rich advantage of a promis’d glory 204 
As smiles upon the forehead of this action 
For the wide world’s revenue. 

Hect. I am yours. 

You valiant offspring of great Priam us. 

I have a roisting challenge sent amongst 20S 
The dull and factious nobles of the Greeks 
Will strike amazement to their drowsy spirits. 
I was advertis’d their great general slept 
Whilst emulation in the army crept: 212 

This, I presume, will wake him. [Exeunt. 


Scums HI .—The Grecian Camp. Before 

ACHILLES’ Tent. 

Enter thfbsttes. 

Ther. How now, Thersites! what, lost In the 
labyrinth of thy fury I Shall the elephant Ajax 
carry it thus? he beats me, and I rail at him: 
O worthy satisfaction! Would it were otherwise; 
that I could beat him, whilst he railed at me. 
*Sfoot, I’ll learn to conjure and raise devils, but 
I’ll see some issue of my spiteful execrations. 
Then (here’s Achilles, a rare enginer. If Troy be 
not taken till these two undermine it, the walls 
will stand till they fall of themselves. O! thou 
great thunder-darter of Olympus, forget that 
thou art Jove the king of gods, and. Mercury, 
lose all the serpentine craft of thy caduceus, if 
ye take not that little little less than little wit 
from them that they have; which short-armed 
ignorance itself knows is so abundant scarce it 
will not in circumvention deliver a Sy from a 
spider, without drawing their massy irons and 
cutting the web. After this, the vengeance on 
the whole camp I or, rather, the Neapolitan 
bone-ache! for that, me thinks, is the curse de¬ 
pendant on those that war for a placket. I have 
said my prayers, and devil Envy say Amen. 
What, sol my Lord Achillesl 24 


Enter patroclus. 

Patr. Who’s there? Thersites I Good Ther- 
sites, come in and rail. 

Ther. If I could have remembered a gilt 
counterfeit, thou wouldst not have slipped out 
of my contemplation: but it is no matter; thy¬ 
self upon thyself! The common curse of man¬ 
kind, folly and ignorance, be thine in great 
revenue! heaven bless thee from a tutor, and 
discipline come not near thee! Let thy blood be 
thy direction till thy death! then, if she that 
lays thee out says thou art a fair corpse, I’ll be 
sworn and sworn upon’t she never shrouded 
any but lazars. Amen. Where’s Achilles? 37 

Patr. What! art thou devout? wast thou in 
prayer? 


Ther. Ay; the heavens hear me! 40 

Enter ACHILLES. 

Achil. Who’s there? 

Patr. Thersites, my lord. 

Achil. Where,where? Artthoucome? Why, 
my cheese, my digestion, why hast thou not 
served thyself in to my table so many meals? 
Come, what’s Agamemnon? 

Ther. Thy commander, Achilles. Then tell 
me, Patroclus, what’s Achilles ? 48 

Patr. Thy lord, Thersites. Then tell me, I 
pray thee, what’s thyself? 

Ther. Thy knower, Patrodus. Then tell me, 
Patrodus, what art thou? 52 

Patr. Thou mayst tell that knowest. 

Achil. O! tell, tell. 

Ther. I’ll decline the whole question. Aga¬ 
memnon commands Achilles; Achilles is my 
lord; I am Patroclus’ knower; and Patroclus is 
a fool. 

Patr. You rascal! 

Ther. Peace, fool! I have not done. 60 
Achil. He is a privileged man. Proceed, 
Thersites. 

Ther. Agamemnon is a fool; Achilles is a 
fool; Thersites is a fool; and, as aforesaid, 
Patroclus is a fool. 65 

Achil. Derive this; come. 

Ther. Agamemnon is a fool to offer to com¬ 
mand Achilles; Achilles is a fool to be com¬ 
manded of Agamemnon; Thersites is a fool to 
serve such a fool; and Patroclus is a fool 
positive. 

Patr. Why am I a fool? 72 

Ther. Make that demand to the Creator. It 
suffices me thou art. Look you, who comes 
here? 

Achil. Patrodus, I’ll speak with noboi 7. 
Come in with me, Thersites. {Exit. 

Ther. Here is such patchery, such Juggling, 
and such knavery! all the argument is a 
cuckold and a whore; a goad quarrel to draw 
emulous factions and bleed to death upon. Now, 
the dry serpigo on the subject! and war and 
lechery confound all! [Exit. 

Enter AGAMEMNON, ULYSSES, NESTOR, DIO- 
MEDES, and AJAX. 

Agam. Where is Achilles ? »4 

Patr. Within his tent; but fll-dlapos’d, my 
lord. 

Agam. Let it be known to him that we are 
here. 

He shent our messengers; and we lay by 
Our appertainments, visiting of him: 88 

Let him be told so; lest perchance he think 
We dare not move the question of our place. 
Or know not what we are. 

Patr. I shall say so to him. 

[Exit. 

Ulyss. We saw him at the opening of his 
tent: »x 

He is not sick. 

Ajax. Yes, lion-sick, sick of proud heart: you 
may call it melancholy if you will favour the 
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man; but, by my head, ’tis pride: but why, 
why? let him show us a cause. A word, my 
lord. [Takes aoamemnon aside. 

Nest. What moves Ajax thus to bay at him? 
Ulyss. Achilles hath inveigled his fool from 
him. jot 

Nest. Who, Thersites ? 

Ulyss, He. 

Nest. Then will Ajax lack matter, if he have 
lost his argument. 103 

Ulyss. No; you see, he is his argument that 
has his argument, Achilles. 

Nest. All the better; their fraction is more 
our wish than their faction: but it was a strong 
composure a fool could disunite. 

Ulyss. The amity that wisdom knits not folly 
may easily untie. Here comes Patroclus. ns 

Re-enter PATROCLUS. 

Nest. No Achilles with him. 

Ulyss. The elephant hath joints, but none for 
courtesy: his legs are legs for necessity, not for 
flexure. 116 

Pair. Achilles bids me say, he is much sorry 
If any thing more than your sport and pleasure 
Did move your greatness and this noble state 
To call upon him: he hopes it is no other no 
But, for your health and your digestion sake, 
An after-dinner’s breath. 

Agam. Hear you, Patroclus: 

We are too well acquainted with these answers: 
But his evasion, wing'd thus swift with scorn, 
Cannot outfly our apprehensions. 12s 

Much attribute he hath, and much the reason 
Why we ascribe it to him; yet all his virtues. 
Not virtuously on his own part beheld, 128 
Do in our eyes begin to lose their gloss. 

Yea, like fair fruit in an unwholesome dish. 
Are like to rot untasted. Go and tell him. 

We come to speak with him; and you shall not 
sin 132 

If you do say we think him over-proud 
And under-honest, in self-assumption greater 
Than in the note of judgment; and worthier 
than himself 

Here tend the savage strangeness he puts 
on, 136 

Disguise the holy strength of their command, 
And underwrite in an observing kind 
His humorous predominance; yea, watch 
His pettish 1 unes, his ebbs, his {tows, as if 140 
The passage and whole carriage of this action 
Rode on his tide. Go tell him this, and add, 
That if he overhold his price so much. 

We'll none of him; but let him, like an engine 
Not portable, lie under this report: 145 

' Bring action hither, this cannot go to war: 

A storing dwarf we do allowance give 
Before a sleeping giant: tell him so. 148 

Patr. I shall; and bring his answer pre¬ 
sently. (Exit. 

Agam. In second voice we’ll not be satisfied; 
We come to speak with him. Ulysses, enter 
you. [Exit ULYSSES. 

Ajax. What is he more than another? is* 

Agam. No more than what he thin ks he is. 


Ajax. Is he so much? Do you not think he 
thinks himself a better man than I am? 

Agam. No question. 136 

Ajax. Will you subscribe bis thought, and 
say he is? 

Agam. No, noble Ajax; you are as strong, 
as valiant, as wise, no less noble, much more 
gentle, and altogether more tractable. 161 

Ajax. Why should a man be proud? How 
doth pride grow? I know not what pride is. 

Agam. Your mind is the clearer, Ajax, and 
your virtues the fairer. He that is proud eats 
up himself: pride is his own glass, his own 
trumpet, his own chronicle; and whatever 
praises itself but in the deed, devours the deed 
in the praise. 169 

Ajax. I do hate a proud man, as I hate the 
engendering of toads. 

Nest. [Aside.] Yet he loves himself: is’t not 
strange? 173 

Re-enter ulysses. 

Ulyss. Achilles will not to the field to¬ 
morrow. 

Agam. What’s his excuse? 

Ulyss. He doth rely on none. 

But carries on the stream of his dispose 178 
Without observance or respect of any. 

In will peculiar and in self-admission. 

Agam. Why will he not upon our fair re¬ 
quest 

Untent his person and share the air with us? 
Ulyss. Things small as nothing, for request’s 
sake only, 181 

He makes important: possess’d he is with great¬ 
ness. 

And speaks not to himself but with a pride 
That quarrels at self-breath: imagin’d worth 
Holds in his blood such swoln and hot dis¬ 
course, 18J 

That 'twixt his mental and his active parts 
Kingdom’d Achilles in commotion rages 
And batters down himself: what should I say? 
He is so plaguy proud, that the death-tokens 
of it 189 

Cry ‘No recovery.* 

Agam. Let Ajax go to him. 

Dear lord, go you and meet mm in his tent: 
’Tis said he holds you well, and will be led 192 
At your request a little from himself. 

Ulyss. O Agamemnon! let it not be so. 
We’U consecrate the steps that Ajax makes 
When they go from Achilles: shall the proud 
lord i »8 

That bastes his arrogance with his own seam. 
And never suffers matter of the world 
Enter his thoughts, save such as do revolve 
And ruminate himself, shall he be worshipp’d 

Of that we hold an idol more than he? aoi 

No, this thrice-worthy and right valiant lord 
Must not so stale his palm, nobly acquir’d; 
Nor, by my will, assubjugate his merit, *04 
As amply titled as Achilles is. 

By going to Achilles: 

That were to enlard his fat-already pride. 

And add more coals to Cancer when he bum 
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With entertaining great Hyperion. 209 

This lord go to hunt Jupiter forbid. 

And ray in thunder, 'Achillea go to him.' 

Neat. [Aside.] Of this is well; he rubs the 
vein of him. 2x3 

Dio. [Aside. 1 And how his silence drinks up 
this applause t 

Ajax. If I go to him, with my armed fist 216 
111 pash him o’er the lace. 

Agam. O, no! you shall not go. 

Ajax. An a’ be proud with me. I’ll pheeze 
his pride. 

Let me go to him. 220 

Ulyas. Not for the worth that hangs upon 
our quarrel. 

Ajax. A paltry, insolent fellow I 
Nest. [Aside. J How be describes himself! 
Ajax. Can be not be sociable? 224 

Ulyas. [Aside.] The raven chides blackness. 
Ajax. I'll let Ids humours blood. 

Agam. [Aside.] He will be the physician 
that should be the patient. 228 

Ajax. An all men were o’ my mind,— 
Ulyss. [Aside.] Wit would be out of fashion. 
Ajax. A’ should not bear it so, a’ should eat 
swords first: shall pride carry it? 232 

Nest. [Aside.] An’t would, you’d carry half. 
Ulyss. [Aside.] A’ would nave ten shares. 
Ajax. I will knead him; I will make him 
supple. 

Nest. [Aside.] He’s not yet through warm: 
force him with praises: pour in, pour in; his 
ambition is dry. 238 

Ulyss. [To aoamemnon.] My lord, you feed 
too much on this dislike. 

Nest. Our noble general, do not do so. 240 
Dio. You must prepare to fight without 
Achilles. 

Ulyss. Why, 'tis this naming of him does 
mm harm. 

Here is a man—but ’tis before his lace; 

I wOi be silent. 

Nest. Wherefore should you so? 244 

He is not emulous, as Achilles is. 

Ulyss. Know the whole world, he is as 

valiu m 

Ajax. A whoreson dog, that shall palter thus 
with us! Would he were a Trojan! 248 

Nest. What a vice were it in Ajax now,— 
Ulyss. If be were proud,— 

Dio. Or covetous of praise,— 

Ulyss. Ay, or study borne,— 232 

Dio. Or strange, or self-affected! 

Ulyss. Thank die heavens, lord, thou art of 
sweet composure; 

Praise him that' got thee, her that gave thee 
suck: 

Fam'd be thy tutor, and thy parts of nature 23s 
Tbrice-fam’d, beyond all erudition: 

But he that disciplin’d thy arms to fight. 

Let Mat* divide eternity in twain. 

And Mine him half: and, for thy vigour, 260 
Bull-bearing Milo his addition yield 
To sinewy Ajax. I will not praise thy wisdom. 
Which, like a bourn, a pale, a share, confines 
Thy qsuioas and dilated parts: here's Nestor 


Instructed by the antiquary times, ass 

He must, he is, he cannot out be wise; 

But pardon, father Nestor, were your days 
As green as Ajax, and your brain so temper’d. 
You should not have the eminence of him, 269 
But be as Ajax. 

Ajax. Shall I call you father? 

Ulyss. Ay, my good son. 

Dio. Be rul'd by him. Lord Ajax 

Ulyss. There Is no tarrying hen; the hart 
Achilles 272 

Keeps thicket Please it our great general 
To call together all his state of war; 

Fresh kings are come to Troy: to-morrow, 

We must with all our main of power stand fast: 
And here’s a lord,—come knights from east to 
west, 277 

And cull their flower, Ajax shall cope the best 
Agam. Go we to council. Let Achilles sleep*. 
Light boats sail swift, though greater hulks 
draw deep. [Exeunt. 


ACT ra 

Scene L — Troy, roam's Palace. 

Enter Pand Anus and a Servant 
Pan. Friend! you! pray yon, a word; do not 
you follow the young Lord Paris? 

Serr. Ay, sir, wheat he goes before me. 

Pan. You depend upon him, I mean? 4 
Serv. Sir, I do dqtend upon the Lord. 

Pan. You depend upon a noble gentleman; 
1 must needs praise hint 

Serv. The Lord be praised! ■* 

Pan. You know me, do you not? 

Serv. Faith, sir, superficially. 

Pan. Friend, know me better. I am the 
Lord Pandarus. ts 

Serv. I hope I shall know your honour 
better. 

Pan. 1 do desire it 

Serv. You are in the state Of grace. 1* 
Pan. Grace! not so, friend; honour and 
lordship are my titles. [Music within.] What 
music u this? 

Serv. 1 do but partly know, sir: it is music 
in parts. 21 

Pan. Know you the musicians? 

Se v. Wholly, sir. 

Pan. Who play they to? as 

Serv. To the hearers, sir. 

Pan. At whose pleasure, friend? 

Serv. At mine, sir,and theirs that love music. 
Pan. Command, I mean, friend. aS 

Serv. Who shall I command, sir? 

Pan. Friend, we understand not one another : 
I am too courtly, and thou art too cunning. At 
whose request do these men play? 32 

Serv. That's to’t, indeed, sir. Many, sir, at 
the request of Paris my lord, who is them in 
person; with him the mortal Venus, the heart- 
blood of beauty, love's invisible sow. 

Pan. Who, ray cousin Cressida? 

Serv. No, sir, Helen: could you not find out 
that by bet attributes? 

Pan. It should seem, fellow, that thou hast 
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Shall more obey than to the edge of steel 
Or force of Greekish sinews; you shall do 
more 168 

Than all the island kings,—disarm great Hec¬ 
tor, 

Helen. Twill make us proud to be bis ser¬ 
vant, Paris; 

Yea, what he shall receive of us in duty 
Gives us more palm in beauty than we have, 172 
Yea, overshines ourself. 

Par. Sweet, above thought I love thee. 

[ Exeunt. 


Scene n. —The Same. Pand ASUS’ Orchard. 
Enter pandarus and troilus’ Boy, meeting. 

Pan. How nowl where’s thy master? at my 
cousin Cressida's ? 

Boy. No, sir; he stays for you to conduct him 
thither. 4 


Enter troilus. 

Pan. Ol here he comes. How now, how now! 
Tro. Sirrah, walk off. I Exit Boy. 

Pan. Have you seen my cousin? 

Tro. No, Pandarus: I stalk about her door. 
Like a strange soul upon the Stygian banks 9 
Staying for wattage. Ol be thou my Charon, 
And give me swift transportance to those fields 
Where I may wallow in the lily-beds 12 
Propos’d for the deserver! O gentle Pa ndarus! 
From Cupid’s shoulder pluck his painted 
wings. 

And fly with me to Cressid. 

Pan. Walk here i’ the orchard. I’ll bring 
her straight. [Exit. 

Tro. I am giddy, expectation whirls me round. 
The imaginary reiish is so sweet 
That it enchants my sense. What will it be 
When that the watery palate tastes indeed 20 
Love’s thrice-repured nectar? death, I fear me, 
Swounding destruction, or some joy too fine. 
Too subtle-potent, tun’d too sharp in sweet¬ 
ness 

For the capacity of my ruder powers: 24 

I fear it much; and I do fear besides 
That I shall lose distinction in my joys; 

As doth a battle, when they charge on heaps 
The enemy flying. 28 


Re-enter PANDARUS. 

Pan. She’s making her ready: she'll come 
straight: you must be witty now. She does so 
blush, and fetches her wind so short, as if she 
were frayed with a sprite: I’ll fetch her. It is 
the prettiest villain: she fetches her breath as 
short as a new-ta’en sparrow. [Exit. 

Tro. Even such a passion doth embrace my 
bosom; 

My heart beats thicker than a fev’rous pulse; 36 
And all my powers do their bestowing lose, 
Like vassalage at unawares encountering 
The eye of majesty. 

Re-enter pandarus with cressida. 

Pan. Come, come, what need you blush? 


shame’s a baby. Here he is now: swear the 
oaths now to her that you have sworn to me. 
What! are you gone again ? you must be watched 
ere you be made tame, must you? Come your 
ways, come your ways; an you draw backward, 
well put you i’ the fills. Why do you not speak 
to her? Come, draw this curtain, and let’s see 
your picture. Alas the day, how loath you are 
to offenc day-light 1 an 'twere dark, you’d close 
sooner. So, so; rub on, and kiss the mistress. 
How now! a kiss in fee-farm! build there, car¬ 
penter; the air is sweet. Nay, you shall fight 
your hearts out ere I part you. The falcon as the 
tercel, for all the ducks i’ the river: go to, go to. 
Tro. You have bereft me of all words, lady. 
Pan. Words pay no debts, give her deeds; 
but she’ll bereave you of the deeds too if she 
call your activity in question. What! billing 
again? Here’s ‘In witness whereof the parties 
interchangeably’—Come in, come in: I’ll go 
get a fire. [Exit. 

Cres. Will you walk in, my lord? 

Tro. O Cressida! how often have I wished 
me thus! 64 

Cres. Wished,my lord! The gods grant,—O 
my lord! 

Tro. What should they grant? what makes 
this pretty abruption? What too curious dreg 
espies my sweet lady in the fountain of our love ? 

Cres. More dregs than water, if my fears 
have eyes. 

Tro. Fears make devils of cherubins; they 
never see truly. 73 

Cres. Blind fear, that seeing reason leads, 
finds safer footing man blind reason stumbling 
without fear: to fear the worst oft cures the 
worse. 77 

Tro. O! let my lady apprehend no fear: in all 
Cupid's pageant there is presented no monster. 
Cres. Nor nothing monstrous neither? 80 
Tro. Nothing but our undertakings; when 
we vow to weep seas, live in Are, eat rocks, tame 
tigers; thinking it harder for our mistress to 
devise imposition enough than for us to undergo 
any difficulty imposed. This is the monstraosity 
in love, lady, that the will is infinite, and the 
execution confined; that the desire is boundless, 
and the act a slave to limit. 88 

Cres. They say all lovers swear more per¬ 
formance than they are able, and yet reserve 
an ability that they never perform; vowing 
more than the perfection of ten and discharging 
less than the tenth part of one. They that have 
the voice of lions and the act of hares, are they 
not monsters? 9 J 

Tro. Are there such? such are not we. 
Praise us as we are tasted, allow us as we prove; 
our head shall go bare, till merit crown it. No 
perfection in reversion shall have a praise in 
present: we will not name desert before his 
birth, and. being bom, his addition shall be 
humble. Few words to fair faith: Troilus shall 
be such to Cressid, as what envy can say worst 
shall be a mock for his truth; and what truth 
can speak truest not truer than Troilus. ioj 
Cres. Will you walk in, my lord? 
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Re-enter pandarus. 

Pan. Whitt! blushing still? have you not 
done talking yet? 108 

Cres. Well, uncle, what folly I commit, I 
dedicate to you. 

Pan. I thank you for that: if my lord get 
a boy of you, you’ll give him me. Be true to 
my lord; if he flinch, chide me for it. 113 
Tro. You know now your hostages; your 
uncle’s word, and my firm faith. 

Pan. Nay, I’ll give my word for her too. 
Our kindred, though they be long ere they are 
wooed, they are constant being won: they are 
burrs, I can tell you; they’ll stick where they 
are thrown. 120 

Cres. Boldness comes to me now, and brings 
me heart: 

Prince Troilus, I have lov’d you night and day 
For many weary months. 

Tro. Why was my Cressid then so hard to 
win? 124 

Cres. Hard to seem won; but I was won, my 
lord. 

With the first glance that ever—pardon mo— 
If I confess much you will play the tyrant. 

I love you now; but, till now, not so much 128 
But I might master it: in faith, I lie; 

My thoughts were like unbridled children, grown 
Too headstrong for their mother. See, we fools! 
Why have I blabb'd ? who shall be true to us 13a 
When we are so unsecret to ourselves? 

But, though I lov’d you well, I woo’d you not; 
And yet, good faith, I wish’d myself a man. 
Or that we women had men’s privilege 136 
Of speaking first. Sweet, bidmeholdmytongue; 
For in this rapture I snail surely speak 
The thing I shall repent. See, see! your silence, 
Cunning in dumbness, from my weakness draws 
My very soul of counsel. Stop my mouth. 141 
Tro. And shall, albeit sweet music issues 
thence. 

Pan. Pretty, i’ faith. 

Cres. My lord, I do beseech you, pardon me; 
Twas not my purpose thus to beg a kiss: 145 
I am asham’d: O heavens 1 what have I done? 
For this time will I take my leave, my lord. 
Tro. Your leave, sweet Cressid? 148 

Pan. Leave lan you take leave till to-morrow 
morning,— 

Cres. Pray you, content you. 

Tro. What offends you, lady? 

Cres. Sir, mine own company. J32 

Tro. You cannot shun yourself. 

Cres. Let me go and try: 

I have a kind of self resides with you; 

But an unkind self, that itself will leave, 156 
To be another’s fool. I would be gone: 

Where is my wit? I speak I know not what. 
Tro. Well know they what they speak that 
speak so wisely. 

Cres. Perchance, my lord, I snow mote craft 
than love; t«o 

And fell so roundly to a large confession. 

To angle for your thoughts: but you are wise. 
Or else you love not, for to be wise, and love. 


Exceeds man’s might; that dwells with gods 
above. 164 

Tro. Ol that I thought it could be in a 
woman— 

As if it can I will presume in you— 

To feed for aye her lamp and flames of love; 
To keep her constancy in plight and youth, 168 
Outliving beauty’s outward, with a mind 
That doth renew swifter than blood decays: 

Or that persuasion could but thus convince me. 
That my integrity and truth to you 172 

Might be affronted with the match and weight 
Of such a winnow’d purity in love; 

How were I then uplifted! but, alas! 

I am as true as truth’s simplicity, 176 

And simpler than the infancy of truth. 

Cres. In that I'll war with you. 

Tro. O virtuous fight! 

When right with right wars who shall be most 
right. 

True swains in love shall in the world to come 
Approve their truths by Troilus: when their 
rimes, 181 

Full of protest, of oath, and big compare. 
Want similes, truth tir’d with iteration. 

As true as steel, as plantage to the moon, 184 
As sun to day, as turtle to her mate. 

As iron to adamant, as earth to the centre. 
Yet, after all comparisons of truth. 

As truth’s authentic author to be cited, 188 
‘As true as Troilus’ shall crown up the verse 
And sanctify the numbers. 

Cres. Prophet may you be! 

If I be false, or swerve a hair from truth. 
When time is old and hath forgot itself, 192 
When waterdrops have worn the stones ofTroy, 
And blind oblivion swallow’d cities up, 

And mighty states characterless are grated 
To dusty nothing, yet let memory, 196 

From false to false, among false maids in love 
Upbraid my falsehood 1 when they have said' as 
false 

As air, as water, wind, or sandy earth. 

As fox to lamb, as wolf to heifer’s calf, aoo 
Pard to the hind, or stepdame to her son;' 
Yea, let them say, to stick the heart of false¬ 
hood, 

'As false as Cressid.’ 

Pan. Go to, a bargain made; seal it, seal it: 
I’ll be the witness. Here I hold your hand, here 
my cousin’s. If ever you prove false one to an¬ 
other, since I have taken such pains to bring you 
together, let all pitiful goers-be tween be called to 
the world’s end after my name; call them all 
Pandars; let all constant men be Troiluses, all 
false women Cressids, and all brokers-between 
Pandars! say, Amen. an 

Tro. Amen. 

Cres. Amen. 

Pan. Amen. Whereupon I will show you a 
chamber and a bed; which bed, because it shall 
not speak of your pretty encounter*, press it to 
death: away! 

And Cupid grant all tongue-tied m ai d e n* here 
Bed, chamber, Pandar to provide this ^ ear bae 
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Scenb HL —The Grecian Camp. 

Enter agamemnon, ulysses, diomedes, nestor, 

AJAX, MENELAUS, and CALCHAS. 

Cal Now, princes, for the service I have done 
you. 

The advantage of the time prompts me aloud 
To cal] for recompense. Appear it to your mind 
That through the sight I bear in things to come, 
I have abandon’d Troy, left my possession, $ 
Incurr'd a traitor's name; expos’d myself, 
From certain and possess’d conveniences. 

To doubtful fortunes; sequestering from me all 
That time, acquaintance, custom, and condition 
Made tame and most familiar to my nature; 
And here, to do you service, have become 
As new into the world, strange, unacquainted: 
I do beseech you, as in way of taste, >3 
To give me now a little benefit. 

Out of those many register’d in promise, 
Which, you say, live to come in my behalf. 16 
Atom. What wouldst thou of us, Trojan? 
make demand. 

Cot You have a Trojan prisoner, call’d An- 
tenor, 

Yesterday took: Troy holds him very dear. 
Oft have you—often have you thanks there¬ 
fore— 20 

Desir'd my Creasid in right great exchange. 
Whom Troy hath still denied; but this Antenor 
I know is such a wrest in their affairs 
That their negotiations all must slack, 24 
Wanting his manage; and they will almost 
Givens a prince of blood, a son of Priam, 

In change of him: let him be sent, great princes. 
And he shall buy my daughter; and her pre¬ 
sence 28 

Shall quite strike off all service I have done. 
In most accepted pain. 

Atom. Let Diomedes bear him, 

And bring us Cressid hither: Calcbas shall have 
What he requests of us. Good Diomed, 32 
Furnish you fairly for this interchange: 

Withal bring word if Hector will to-morrow 
Be answer’d in his challenge: Ajax is ready. 
Dio. This shall I u n d ert a k e; and 'tie a bur- 
don 36 

Which I am proud to bear. 

lExetmi mamots and calcrks. 

Enter ACKULES and PATROCLUS, before their tent. 
Ulyu. Achilles s tand s in the entrance of his 
tent: 

Please it our general to pass strangely by him. 
As If he were forgot; and, princes all, 40 
Lay negligent and loose regard upon him: 

I win come last Tie like he'll question me 
Why such tmplansive eyes am bent on hfan: 

If so, I have derision med’dnable 44 

To use betw e e n your strangeness and his pride. 
Which his own will shall have desire to drink. 
It may do good: pride hath no other glass 
To show itself but pride, for supple knees 41 
Feed arrogance ana ate the poor man’s fees. 
Agam. Well execute your purpose, end put 


A form of strangeness as we pass along: 

So do each lord, and either greet him not, $2 
Or else disdainfully, which shall shake him more 
Than if not look’d on. I will lead the way. 
Achil. Whatl comes the general to speak 
with me? 

You know my mind; I’ll fight no more ’gainst 
Troy. 36 

Agam. What says Achilles? would he aught 
with us? 

Nest. Would you, my lord, aught with the 
general? 

Achil. No. 

Nest. Nothing, my lord. «o 

Agam. The better. 

[Exeunt agamemnon and nestor. 
Achil. Good day, good day. 

Men. How do you? how do you? [Exit. 

Achil Whatl does the cuckold scorn me? 64 
Ajax. How now, Patroclus? 

Achil. Good morrow, Ajax. 

Ajax. Ha? 

Achil. Good morrow. 68 

Ajax. Ay. and good next day too. [Exit. 

Achil. What mean these fellows ? Know they 
not Achilles? 

Patr. They pas by strangely :they were us’d 
to bend. 

To send their smiles before them to Achilles; 72 
To come as humbly as they us’d to creep 
To holy altars. 

Achil. Whatl am I poor of late? 

Tis certain, greatness, once fall’n out with for¬ 
tune. 

Must fail out with men too: what the declin’d is 
He shall as soon read in the eyes of others 77 
As fed in his own fall; for men, Hke butterflies. 
Show not their mealy wings but to the tummet. 
And not a man, for being simply man. So 
Hath any honour, but honour for those honoi ns 
That are without him, as places, ridses, and 
favour, * 

Prizes of accident as off as merit: 

Which when th» fell, as being slippery standees, 84 
The love that fean’d on them as slippery too. 
Do one pluck down another, and together 
Die in the fall. But 'tis not so with me: 
Fortune and I are friends: I do enjoy 88 
At ample point all that I did possess. 

Save there men’s looks; who do, metlunks, find 
out 

Something not worth in me such rich beholding 
At they have often given. Hem la Ulysses: 92 
I’ll I nterrup t his reading. 

How now, Ulysses! 

Ulya. Now, gnat Thetis’ son! 

Achil What am you reading? 

Ulya. A strange fellow here 

Writes me. 

That man, hour dearly ever parted. 
How much In haring, or without or in, 97 
Cannot make boast to hare that which ha hath. 
Nor feels not what he owes but by reflection; 
At when Me rirtues shining upon others too 
Heat them, and they retort that heat again 
To the first girer. 
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Achil. This is not strange, Ulysses 1 

The beauty that is borne here in the face 
The bearer knows not, but commends itself 104 
To others’ eyes: nor doth the eye itself— 
That most pure spirit of sense—behold itself, 
Not going from itself; but eye to eye oppos’d 
Salutes each other with each other's form; 108 
For speculation turns not to itself 
Till it hath travell’d and is mirror’d there 
Where it may seeitsdf. ThisisnotstrangeatalL 
Ulyss. I do not strain at the position, 112 
It is familiar, but at the authors drift; 

Who in his circumstance expressly proves 
That no man is the lord of any thing— 
Though in and of him there be much consist¬ 
ing— 116 

Till he communicate his parts to others: 

Nor doth he of himself know them for aught 
Till he behold them form’d in the applause 
Where they’re extended; who. like an arch, 

reverberates 12 o 

The voice again, or, like a gate of steel 
Fronting the sun, receives and renders back 
His figure and his heat. I was much rapt in 
this; 

And apprehended here immediately tax 

The unknown Ajax. 

Heavens, what a man is there I a very horse. 
That has he knows not what. Nature, what 
things there are, 

Most abject in regard, and dear in use! 128 

What things again most dear in the esteem 
And poor in worthl Now shall we see to¬ 


morrow. 

An act that very chance doth throw upon him, 
Ajax renown’d. O heavens! what some men 
do; 132 

While some men leave to do. 

How some men creep in skittish Fortune’s hall. 
Whiles others play the idiots in her eyes! 

How one man eats into another's pride, 136 
While pride is fasting in his wantonness 1 
To see these Grecian lords! why, even already 
They dap the lubber Ajax on the shoulder. 

As if bis foot were on brave Hector's breast, 140 
And great Troy shrinking. 

Achil. I do believe it; for they pass’d by me 
As misers do by beggars, neither gave to me 
Good word or look: what 1 are my deeds forgot ? 
Ulyss. Time hath, my lord, a wallet at his 
back, 143 

Wherein he puts alms for oblivion, 

A great-siz’d monster of Ingratitudes: 

Those scraps are good deeds past; which are 
devour’d 148 

As fast as they are made, forgot as soon 
As done: perseverance, dear my lord, 

Keeps honour bright: to have done, is to hang 
Quite out of fashion, like a rusty mail 13a 

In monumental mockery. Take the Instant 
way; 

For honour travels in a strait so narrow 
yihore one bat goes abreast: keep, then, the 
_ path; 

For emulation hath a thousand sons 13s 

That one by one pursue: if you give way. 


Or hedge aside from the direct forthright. 
Like to an enter’d tide they all rush by 
And leave you hindmost; 160 

Or, like a gallant horse fail’n in first rank, 
lie there for pavement to the abject rear, 
O’errun and trampled on: then what they do in 
present, 

Though less than yours in past, must o’ertop 
yours; 164 

For time is like a fashionable host. 

That slightly shakes his parting guest by the 
hand. 

And with his arms outstretch’d, as he would fly. 
Grasps in the comer; welcome ever smiles, tit 
And farewell goes out sighing. O! iet not virtue 
seek 


Remuneration for the thing it was; 

For beauty, wit. 

High birth, vigour of bone, desert in service, 17* 
Love, friendship, charity, are subjects all 
To envious and calumniating time. 

One touch of nature makes the whole world kin. 
That all with one consent praise new-born 
gawds, 176 

Though they are made and moulded of things 
past, 

And give to dust that is a little gilt 
More laud than gilt o’er-dusted. 

The present eye praises the present object: s8o 
Then marvel not, thou great and complete man. 
That all the Greeks begin to worship Ajax; 
Since things in motion sooner catch the eye 
Than what not stirs. The cry went once on 
thee, 184 

And still it might, and yet it may again. 

If thou wouldst not eDtomb thyself alive, 

And case thy reputation in thy tent: 

Whose glorious deeds, but in these fields of lata. 
Made emulous missions 'mongst the gods 
themselves, 189 

And drave great Mars to faction. 

Achil. Of this my privacy 

I have strong reasons. 

Ulyss. But ’gainst your privacy 

The reasons are more potent and herolcaL 19s 
Tis known, Achilles, mat you are in love 
With one of Priam’s daughters. 

Achil. Ha! known! 

Ulyss. Is that a wonder? 196 

The providence that’s in a watchful state 
Knows almost every grain of Plutus’ gold. 
Finds bottom in the uncomprehensive deeps. 
Keeps place with thought, and almost, like the 
gods, 100 

Does thoughts unveil in their dumb cradles. 
There is a mystery—with whom relation 
Durst never meddle—in the soul of state. 
Which hath an operation more divine see 
Than breath or pen can give expressure to. 

Ail the commerce that you have had with Troy 
As perfectly is ours as yours, my lord; 

And better would it fit Achilles much aot 

To throw down Hector than Polyxena; 

But it must grieve young Pyrrhus now at home, 
When Asms shall in our islands sound her 
trump. 
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And all the Greokbh gfrte «h»n tripping sing. 
'Great Hector’s sister did Achilles win, 2:3 
But our great Ajax bravely beat down him.' 
Farewell, my lord: I as your lover speak; 

The fool slides o’er the ice that yon should 
break. [Exit. 

Pair. To this effect, Achilles, have I mov’d 
you. 217 

A woman Impudent and mannish grown 
Is not more loath’d than an effeminate man 
In time of action. I stand condemn’d for this: 
They think my little stomach to the war 221 
And your great love to me restrains you thus. 
Sweet, rouse yourself; and the weak wanton 
Cupid 

Shall from your neck unloose his amorous 
fold, 224 

And. like a dew-drop from the lion's mane, 
fie to air. 

AchiL Shall Ajax fight with Hector? 

Patr. Ay; and perhaps receive much honour 
by him. 

Ackil. I tee my reputation it at stake; 22s 
My fame is shrewdly gor'd. 

Pair. Oi then, beware; 

Those wounds heal ill that men do give them- 
selves: 

Omission to do what is necessary 
Seals a commission to a blank of danger; 33a 
And danger, like an ague, subtly taints 
Even then when we tit idly in the sun. 

AchiL Go call Thcrsites hither, sweet Patro- 
dus: 

m tend the fool to Ajax and desire him 23S 
Tlr ite the Trojan lords after the combat 
To see us here unarmed. I have a woman's 

long ing, 

An appetite that I ™ tick withaL 
To see great Hector in his weeds of peace; 240 
To talk with him and to behold his visage, 
Evan to my fill of view. A labour sav'd 1 

Enter TBceuma. 

Thor. A wonder! 

AchiL What? 244 

Thor. Ajax gore up and down the field, ask¬ 
ing for himself. 

AchiL How so? 

Ther. He must fight singly tomorrow with 
Hector, and b so propheu' illy proud of an 
beroicu cudgelling that he raves in saying 

yvYfhfng , 

AchiL How can Oat be? 25s 

Ther. Why, he stalks up and down like a 
p ea cock , a stride and a stand: ru m i n a t es tike a 
bosteas that hath no arithmetic but her brain to 
set down her reckoning; bites hit lip with a 
poBtic regard, as who should say‘Ther e wer e w i t 
In this head, an 'twoold out;’ and so three is, 
but it Ilea as ctddly in him as fire in a flint, which 
will not show without knocking. The man's 
undone for ever; for if Hector break not hb 
neck f the oombat, he’ll break*! himself in vain- 
gkny. He knows not mejl said,‘Good morrow. 
AJax;' and he replies, “Thanks, Agamemnon.* 
What drink you of fids man that takas me for 
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the general? He*i grown a vrey land-fish, lan¬ 
guageless, a monster. A plague of opinion 1 a 
man may wear it on both sides, like a leather 
Jerkin. 269 

AchU. Thou must be my ambassador to him, 
Thretites. 

Ther. Who, I? why, he’ll answer nobody; he 
professes notansweilng ; speakingis for beggars; 
he wears hb tongue in hb arms. I will put on 
hb presence: let Patrodus make demands to me, 
you shall see the pageant of Ajax. 276 

AchiL To him, Patroclus: tell him, I humbly 
desire the valiant Ajax to invite the most valor¬ 
ous Hector to come unarmed to my tent; and to 
procure safe-conduct for hb person of the mag¬ 
nanimous and most illustrious, six-or-seven- 
times-honoured captain-general of the Grecian 
army, Agamemnon, et enters. Ho this. 

Pair. Jove bless great AJaxl 2X4 

Ther. Hum! 

Patr. I come from the worthy Achilles,— 
Ther. Hal 

Patr. Who most humbly desires you to in¬ 
vite Hector to hb tent,— 2i» 

Ther. Hum! 

Patr. And to procure safe-conduct from 
Agamemnon. ags 

Ther. Agamemnon 1 
Patr, Ay, my lord. 

Ther. Hal 

Patr. What say you to *t? 296 

Ther. God be wi’ you, with all my heart. 
Patr. Your answer, sir, 

Ther. If to-morrow be a fair day, by eleven 
o’clock it will go one way or other; howsoever, 
he shall pay for me ere he has me. 301 

Patr. Your answer, sir. 

Ther. Fare you well, with all my heart. 
AchiL Why, but he b not In thb tune, b he? 
Ther. No, but he's out o’ tune thus. What 
music will be in him when Hector has knocked 
out hb brains, I know not: but, I am sure, 
none, unless the fiddler Afibllo get hb sinews to 
make catlings on. 309 

AchiL Come, thou (halt bear a letter to him 
straight. 

Ther. Let me bear another to hb horse, for 
that’s the more capable creature. 3>1 

AchiL My mind u troubled, like a fountain 
stor'd; 

And I myself see not the bottom of it. 

[Exeunt achiujb and pateoclus, 
Ther. Would the fountain of your mind were 
dear again, diet I might water an ass at it I 
I had rather be a tick In a sheep than such a 
valiant ignorance. IfixU. 

ACT IV 

Score L— Troy. A Street. 

Enter, on one ride, MNtAS, and Servant with a 
torch; on the other, FAKJ 3 , DBtFHOBUS, AME¬ 
NDE, DIOMXDES, and Others, with torches. 
Par. See, hoi who b that there? 

D*L It b the Lord /Bam. 
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jEne. la the prince there In person? 

Had I so good occasion to lie long 
As you. Prince Paris, nothing but heavenly 
business 4 

Should rob my bed-mate of my company. 

Dio. That's my mind too. Good morrow, 
Lord JExutaa. 

Par. A valiant Greek, Aineas; take his hand: 
Witness the process of your speech, wherein s 
You told how Diomed, a whole week by days. 
Did haunt you in the field. 

Ene. Health to you, valiant sir. 

During all question of the gentle truce; 

But when 1 meet you arm’d, as black definnee 11 
As heart can think or courage execute. 

Dio. The one and other Diomed embraces. 
Our bloods are now in calm, and, so long, 
health! 

But when contention and occasion meet, 16 
By Jove, I'll play the hunter for thy life 
With all my force, pursuit, and policy. 

Ene. And thou snalt hunt a lion, that will fly 
With his face backward. Inhumane gentleness. 
Welcome to Troy! now, by Anchises’ life, 21 
Welcome, indeed! By Venus’ hand I swear, 
No man alive can love in such a sort 
The thing he means to kill more excellently. 24 
Dio. We sympathize. Jove, let Eneas live. 
If to my sword his fate be not the glory, 

A thousand complete courses of the sun! 

But, in mine emulous honour, let him die, 28 
With every joint a wound, and that to-morrow! 
jEne. We know each other well. 

Dio. We do; and long to know each other 
worse. 

Par. This is the most despitefhl gentle greet¬ 
ing, 32 

The noblest hateftil love, that e'er I heard of. 
What business, lord, so early? 

/Ene. I was sent for to the king; but why, 
I know not. 

Par. His purpose meets you: ’twas to bring 
this Greek 3 $ 

To Calchas’ house, and there to render him. 
For the enfreed An tenor, the fair Cressid. 
Let's have your company; or, if you please. 
Haste there before us. I constantly do think— 40 
Or rather, call my thought a certain know- 


My brother Troilus lodges there to-night: 
Rouse him and give him note of our approach. 
With the whole quality wherefore: I fear 44 
We shall be much unwelcome. 

Ene. That I assure you: 

Troilus had rather Troy were borne to Greece 
Than Cressid borne from Troy. 

Par. There is no help; 

The bitter disposition of the time 4 > 

Will have it so. On, lord: we’ll follow you. 
Ene. Good morrow, all. [Exit. 

Par. And tell me, noble Diomed; faith, tell 
_ me true, 

•Even in the soul of sound good-fellowship, 5* 
Who, in your thoughts, merits fair Helen best— 
Myself or Menelaus? 

Dio. Both alike: 


He merits well to have her that doth seek her— 
Not making any scruple of her soiiure— 3* 

With such a hell of pain and world of charge. 
And you as well to keep her that defend her— 
Not painting the taste of her dishonour— 
With such a costly loss of wealth and friends: 60 
He, like a puling cuckold, would drink up 
The lees and dregs of a fiat tamed piece; 

You, like a lecher, out of whorish loins 
Are pleas'd to breed out your inheritors: 64 
Both merits pois’d, each weighs nor less nor 
more; 

But he as he, the heavier for a whore. 

Par. You are too bitter to your counter- 
woman. 

Dio. She’s bitter to her country. Hear me, 
Paris: 68 

For every false drop in her bawdy veins 
A Grecian's life hath sunk; for every scruple 
Of her contaminated carrion weight 
A Trojan hath been slain. Since she could 
speak, 73 

She hath not given so many good words breath 
As for her Greeks and Trojans suffer’d death. 

Par. Fair Diomed, you do as chapmen do. 
Dispraise the thing that you desire to buy; 76 
But we in silence hold tins virtue well. 

We'll not commend what we intend to sell. 
Here lies our way. [Exeunt. 

scene H .—The Same: A Court before 
p and Anus’ House. 

Enter TROILUS and CRESSIDA. 

Tro. Dear, trouble not yourself: the mom is 
cold. 

Cres. Then, sweet my lord, FH call mine 
uncle down: 

He shall unbolt the gates. 

Tro. Trouble Hm not; 

To bed, to bed: deep kill those pretty eyes, 4 
And give as soft attachment to thy senses 
As infants’ empty of all thought! 

Cres. Good morrow then. 

Tro. I prithee now, to bed. 

Cres. Are you aweary of me? 

Tro. O Cresslda! but that the busy day, S 
Wak’d by the lark, hath rous’d the ribald 
crows. 

And dreaming night will hide our joy* no 
longer, 

I would not ft00 thee. 

Cres. Night hath been too brief. 

Tro. Beshrew the witch! with venomous 
wights she stays 12 

As tediously as hell, but flies the grasps of love 
With wings more momentary-swift than 
thought. 

You will catch cold, and curse me. 

Cres. Prithee, tarry: 

You men will never tarry. 16 

O foolish Cressid! I might have still held off. 
And then you would have tarried. Hark! 
there’s one up. 

Pan. IWithin.} What! are all the doors open 
here? 
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Tro. It is your uncle. 20 

Cres. A pestilence on him! now will he be 
mocking: I shall have such a life! 

Enter fandarus. 

Pan. How now, how now! how go maiden¬ 
heads? 

Here, you maid! where’s my cousin Cressid ? 24 
Crei. Go hang yourself, you naughty mock¬ 
ing uncle! 

You bring me to do—and then you flout me too. 

Pan. To do what? to do what? let her say 
what: what have I brought you to do? 2s 
Gres. Come, come; beshrew your heart! 
you’ll ne’er be good. 

Nor suffer others. 

Pan. Ha, ha! Alas, poor wretch! a poor 
capocchia! hast not slept to-night? would he 
not, a naughty man, let it sleep? a bugbear take 
him! 

Cres. Did not I tell you? 'would he were 
knock'd o’ the head! [ Knocking within. 

Who's that at door? good uncle, go and see. 36 
My lord, come you again into my chamber: 
You smile, and mock me, as ifl meant naughtily. 
Tro. Ha, ha! 

Cres. Come, you are deceiv’d, I think of no 
such thing. [Knocking within. 

How earnestly they knock! Pray you, come in: 

I would not for half Troy have you seen here. 

[Exeunt TROILUS and CRESSIDA. 
Pan. [Going to the door.] Who’s there? 
what’s the matter? will you beat down the 
door? How now! what’s the matter? 45 

Enter jeneas. 

AEne. Good morrow, lord, good morrow. 

Pan. Who’s there? my Lord /Eneas! By 
my troth, 

I knew you not: what news with you so early? 
/€ne. Is not Prince Troilus here ? 49 

Pan. Here! what should he do here? 

AEne. Come, he is here, my lord: do not 
deny him: it doth Import him much to speak 
with me. 53 

Pan. Is he here, say you? ’ds more than 
I know, I’ll be sworn: for my own part, I came 
in late. What should he do here? :6 

AEne. Who! nay, then: come, come, you’ll 
do him wrong ere you're ’ware. You’ll be so 
true to him, to be false to him. Do not you 
know of him, but yet go fetch him hither; go. 60 

Re-enter TROILUS. 

Tro. How now! what’s the matter? 

AEne. My lord, I scarce have leisure to salute 
you. 

My matter b so rash: there is at hand 
Paris your brother, and Deiphobus, 64 
The Grecian Diomed, and our Antenor 
Deliver’d to us; and for him forthwith. 

Ere the first sacrifice, within this hour. 

We must give up to Diomedes’ hand 6t 
The Lady Cresslds. 

Tro. Is it so concluded? 
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AEne. By Priam, and the general state of 
Troy: 

rey are at hand and ready to effect it. 

Tro. How my achievements mock me! 72 
I will go meet them: and, my Lord /Eneas, 
We met by chance; you did not find me here. 
jEne. Good, good, my lord; the secrets of 
nature 

Have not more gill In taciturnity. 76 

[Exeunt troilus and sbneas. 
Pan. Is’t possible? no sooner got but lost? 
The devil take Antenor 1 the young prince will 
go mad: a plague upon Antenor! I would they 
had broke’s neck! So 

Enter CRESSIDA. 

Cres. How now! What is the matter? Who 
was here? 

Pan. Ah! ah! 

Cres. Why sigh you so profoundly? where’s 
my lord? gone! Tell me, sweet uncle, what’s 
the matter? 

Pan. Would I were as deep under the earth 
as I am above! ss 

Cres. O the gods! what's the matter? 

Pan. Prithee, get thee in. Would thou hadst 
ne'er been bom! I knew thou wouldst be his 
death. O poor gentleman! A plague upon 
Antenor 1 93 

Cres. Good uncle, I beseech you, on my 
knees I beseech you, what’s the matter? 

Pan. Thou must be gone, wench, thou must 
be gone; thou art changed for Antenor. Thou 
must to thy father, and be gone from Troilus: 
’twill be his death; 'twill be his bane; he cannot 
bear It rco 

Cres. O yoji immortal gods! I will not go. 
Pan. Thou must 

Cres. I will not, uncle: I have forgot my 
father; 

I know no touch of consanguinity; 104 

No kin, no love, no blood, no soul so near me 
As the sweet Troilus. O you gods divine! 
Make Cressid's name the very crown of false¬ 
hood 

IfeversheleaveTroflus! Time, force, and death. 
Do to this body what extremes you can: 109 
But the strong base and building of my love 
Is as the very centre of the earth, 

Drawingall things to it I’ll go in and weep,— 
Pan. Do, do. 113 

Cres. Tear my bright hair, and scratch my 
praised cheeks, 

Crack my clear voice with sobs, and break my 
heart 

With sounding Troilus. I will not go from 
Troy. [Exeunt. 

Scene HL — The Same. Before fandarus* 
House. 

Enter Paris, troilus, xneas, deiphobus, 

ANTENOR, and DIOMEDES. 

Par. It is great morning, and the hour pre- 
fir’d 

Of her delivery to this valiant Greek 
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Comes fast upon. Good my brother Troflus, 
Tell you the lady what she Is to do, 4 

And haste her to the purpose. 

Tro. Walk into hei house; 

I’ll brine her to the Grecian presently: 

And to his hand when I deliver her. 

Think it an altar, and thy brother Troilus 8 
A priest, there offering to it his own heart. [Exit. 

Par. 1 know what ’tis to love; 

And would, as I shall pity, 1 could help! 
Please you walk in, my lords. [Exeunt. 


Scene IV ,—The Same. A Room in 
p and akus' House. 

Enter pandarus and cressida. 

Pan. Be moderate, be moderate. 

Cres. Why tell you me of moderation? 

The grief is fine, full, perfect, that I taste. 

And violenteth in a sense as strong 4 

As that which causeth it: how can 1 moderate it ? 
If I could temporize with my affection. 

Or brew it to a weak and colder palate. 

The like allayment could I give my grief: 8 
My love admits no qualifying dross; 

No more my grief, in such a precious loss. 


Enter TROILUS. 

Pan. Here, here, here he comes. Ah! sweet 
ducks. 

Cres. I Embracing him.] O Troilus! Troilus! 
Pan. What a pair of spectacles is here! let 
me embrace too. ‘O heart,' as the goodly say¬ 
ing is,— 

O heart, heavy heart, x 6 

Why sigb’st thou without breaking? 


when he answers again. 

Because thou canst not ease thy smart 
By friendship nor by speaking. 20 


There was never a truer rime. Let us cast away 
nothing, for we may live to have need of such a 
verse: we see it, we see it. How now, lambs! 

Tro. Cressid, I love thee in so strain’d a 
purity, 34 

That the biess’d gods, as angry with my fancy. 
More bright in zeal than the devotion which 
Cold lips blow to their deities, take thee from 
me. 

Cres. Have the gods envy? aB 

Pan. Ay, ay, ay, ay; 'tis too plain a case. 

Cres. And is i t true that I must go from Troy ? 

Tro. A hateful truth. 

Cres. What! and from Troilus too? 

Tro. From Troy and Troilus. 

Cres. Is it possible ? 52 

Tro. And suddenly; where injury of chance 
Puts back leave-taking, justles roughly by 
All time of pause, rudely beguiles our lips 
Of all rejoindure, forcibly prevents 36 

Our lock'd embrasures, strangles our dear vows 
Even in the birth of our own labouring breath, 
vve two, that with so many thousand sighs 
Did buy each other, must poorly sell ourselves 
With the rode brevity and discharge of one. 41 
mlurious time now with a robber’s haste 


Crams bis rich thievery up, he knows not how: 
As many farewells as be stars in heaven, 44 
With distinct breath and consign'd kisses to 

f-ham, 

He fumbles up into a loose adieu. 

And scants us with a single famish’d kiss, 
Distasted with the salt of broken tears. 48 
Ai he. [Within, 1 My lord, is the lady ready? 
Tro. Hark! you am call'd: some say the 
Genius so 

Cries ‘Come!’ to him that instantly must die. 
Bid them have patience; she shall come anon. 

Pan. Where are my tears? rain, to lay thfai 
wind, or my heart will be blown up by root! 

[Exit. 

Cres. I must then to the Grecians? 

Tro. No remedy. 

Cres. A woeful Cressid 'mongst the merry 
Greeks! j6 

When shall we see again? 

Tro. Hear me, my love. Be thou but true of 
heart,— 

Cres. I true! how now! what wicked deem 
is this? 

Tro. Nay, we must use expostulation kindly. 
For it is parting from us; 61 

I speak not ‘be thou true,’ as fearing thee. 

For I will throw my glove to Death himself, 
That there's no maculation in thy heart; <* 
But, 'be thou true.’ say I, to fashion in 
My sequent protestation; be thou true. 

And I will see thee. 

Cres. O! you shall be expos’d, my lord, to 
dangers 68 

As infinite as imminent; but I'U be true. 

Tro. And I’ll grow friend with danger. Wear 
this sleeve. 

Cres. And you this glove. When shall T gee 
you? 

Tro. I will corrupt the Grecian sentinels, 7> 
To give thee nightly visitation. 

But yet, be true. 

Cres. O heavens! 'be true* again! 

Tro. Hear why I speak it, love: 

The Grecian youths are full of quality; 76 

They’re loving, well compos’d, with gifts of 
nature, 

Flowing and swelling o’er with arte and exer¬ 
cise : 

How novelty may move, and parts with person, 
Alas! a kind of godly jealousy,— 80 

Which, I beseech you, call a virtuous sin,— 
Mokes me afear’d. 

Cres. O heavens! yon love me not 

Tro. Die I a villain, then! 

In this I do not call your faith in question >4 
So mainly as my merit: I cannot sing. 

Nor heel the high lavolt, nor sweeten talk. 
Nor play at subtle games; fair virtues all. 

To which the Grecians are most prompt and 
pregnant: 88 

But I can tell that In each grace of these 
There lurks a still and dumb-discounive devil 
That tempts most cunningly. But be not 
tempted. 

Cres. Do you think I will? ea 
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Tro. No. 

But something may be done that we will not: 
And sometimes we are devili to ourselves 
When we will tempt the frailty of our powers, 
Presuming on their changeftil potency. 97 
JEne. [Within.] Nay, good my lord,— 

Tro. Come, kiss; and let us part. 

Par. [Within.] Brother TroUusI 

Tro. Good brother, come you hither; 

Crejf^ly lord, will you be true) * 

Tro. Who, I? alas. It is my vice, my fault: 
While others fish with craft for great opinion, 
I with great truth catch mere simplicity; 104 
Whilst some with cunning gild their copper 
crowns. 

With truth and plainness I do wear mine bare. 
Fear not my truth; the moral of my wit 
Is plain, and true; there’s all the reach of it 

Enter jbnbas, pahs, antbnor, dhfbobus, 

and DIOMEDES. 

Welcome, Sir Diomedt Hen is the lady 109 
Which for Antenor we deliver you: 

At the port, lord. I'll give ha to thy hand. 
And by the way possess thee what she is. six 
Entreat ha fair; and, by my soul, fair Greek, 
If e’er thou stand at mercy of my sword. 
Name Cressid, and thy life shall be as safe 
As Priam is in Hion. 

Dio. Fair Lady Cressid, n6 

So please you, save the thanks this prince ex¬ 
pects: 

The lustre in your eye, heaven in your cheek, 
Pleads your fair usage; and to Diomed 
You shall be mistress, and command him wholly. 
Tro. Grecian, thou dost not use me cour¬ 
teously, IXX 

To shame the zeal of my petition to thee 
In praising ha: I tell time, lord of Greece, 

She it as far high-soaring o’er thy praises 1x4 
As thou unworthy to be call’d her servant. 

I charge thee use ha well, even for my charge; 
For, by the dreadful Pluto, if thou dost not, 
Though the great bulk Achilles be thy guard, 
i’ll cut thy throat. 

Dio. Ol be not mov’d, Prince Trofius: 
Let me be privileg’d by my p!..- .e and message 
To be a speaker free; when ! am hence, 

FH answer to my lust; and know yon, lord, 13s 
in nothing do on charge: to ha own worth 
She shall be priz’d; but that you say 'be’t so,' 
FQ speak It m my spirit and honour, ’no.’ 

Tro. Comcctotheport. I’D tell thee, Diomed, 
This brave shall (tit make thee to hide thy 
head. 137 

Lady, give me your hand, and, as you walk, 
To our own selves bend we our needful talk. 

[Exeunt Tkoaxn, cusstda, and 
DioMBDES. Trumpet sounded. 
Par. Hark! Hector’s trumpet. 

/Ene, How have we spent this morning t 
The prince must think me tardy and remiss, 141 
Thst swore to ride before him to the field. 
Par. Tis Troflus’fault. Come, come, to field 

-,|A «i- 


Dei. Let ns make ready straight. 144 

/fine. Yea, with a bridegroom's fresh alac¬ 
rity, 

Let us address to tend on Hector's heels: 

The glory of our Troy doth this day lie 
On his fair worth and single chivalry. [Exeunt. 

Scene V.— The Grecian Camp. Lists set out. 
Enter ajax, armed; Agamemnon, achiu.es, 
FATROCLUS, MENELAUS, ULYSSES, NESTOR, and 
Others. 

Agam. Here art thou in appointment fresh 
and fair. 

Anticipating time with starting courage. 

Give with toy trumpet a loud note to Troy, 
Thou dreadful Ajax: that the appalled air 4 
May place the head of the great combatant 
And hale him hitba. 

Ajax. Thou, trumpet, there’s my purse. 
Now crack thy lungs, and split thy brazen pipe: 
Blow, villain, till toy sphered bias cheek 8 
Outswell the colic of puff’d Aquilon. 

Come, stretch thy cheat, and let thy eyes spout 
blood; 

Thou blow’st for Hector. [Trumpet sounds. 
Ulyss. No trumpet answers. 

Achil. ’Tis but early days, iz 

team. Is not yond Diomed with Cakhas’ 

daughter? 

Ulyss. Tis he, I ken the manna of his gait; 
He rises on the toe: that spirit of his 
In aspiration lifts him from the earth. 16 

Enter diomedes, with cressid A. 

Agam. Is this the Lady Cressid? 

Dio. Even she. 

Agam. Most dearly welcome to the Greeks, 
sweet lady. 

Nest, Our general doth salute you with a 
kiss. 

Ulyss. Yet Is the kindness but particular; so 
Twere better she were kiss’d in general. 

Nest. And very courtly counsel: I’ll begin. 
So much for Nestor. 

Achil. I’ll take that winter from your lips, 
fair lady: 24 

Achilla bids yon welcome. 

Men. I had good argument for kissing once. 
Pair. But that’s no argument for kissing 
now; 

For thus popp’d Paris In bis hardiment, at 

And parted tons yon and your argument. 
Ulyss. O, deadly gall, and theme of all our 
scorns1 

For which we lose our heads to gild his horns. 
Patr. The first was Menelaus’ kiss; this, 

mine: 3* 

Patrocins kisses you. 

Men. O! this is trim. 

Patr. Paris and I, kin evermore few him. 
Men. I’ll have my kiss, sir. Lady, by your 
lave. 

Car. In kissing, do you rendaor receive? 3$ 
Patr. Both take and give. 

Cret. I’ll make my match to Eve, 
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The Ida yon take it better than yon give; 
Therefore no kiss. 

Men. I’ll give you boot; HI give you three 
for one. 40 

Cres. You're an odd man; give even, or give 
none. 

Men. An odd man, lady! every man is odd. 
Cres. No, Paris is not; for, you know 'da 
true. 

That you are odd, and he is even with you. 44 
Men. You fillip me o’ the head. 

Cres. No, I’ll be sworn. 

Ulyss. It were no match, your nail against 
his horn. 

May I, sweet lady, beg a Ida of you? 

Cres. You may. 

Vlyss. I do desire it 

Cres. Why, beg, then. 48 

Ulyss. Why, then, for Venus’sake, give me a 
Ida, 

When Helen is a maid again, and his. 

Cres. I am your debtor; claim it when ’tis 
due. 

Ulyss. Never *s my day, and then a Ida of 
you. sa 

Dio. Lady, a word: I’ll bring you to your 
father. [diomedes leads out ckessida. 
Nest. A woman of quick sense. 

Ulyss. Fie, fie upon her I 

There's language in her eye, her cheek, her lip, 
Nay, her foot speaks; her wanton spirits look 
out S* 

At every joint and motive of her body. 

O! these encounterers, so glib of tongue, 

That give a coasting welcome ere it comes, 
And wide unclasp toe tables of their thoughts 

To every tickling reader, set them down 61 

For sluttish spoils of opportunity 
And daughters of the game. [Trumpet within. 
All. The Trojans’ trumpet. 

Agam. Yonder comes the troop. 64 

Enter hector, armed; jbneas, troilus, and 
other Trojans, with Attendants. 

Xne. Hail, all you state of Greece I what 
shall be done 

To him that victory commands? or do you 
purpose 

A victor shall be known? will you the knights 
Shall to the edge of all extremity 68 

Pursue each other, or shall be divided 
By any voice or order of the field? 

Hector bade ask. 

Agam. Which way would Hector have it? 
Aine. He cares not; he'll obey conditions, is 
Achil. Tis done like Hector; but securely 
done, 

A Uttle proudly, and great deal misprising 
The knight oppos’d. 

ASne. It not Achilles, sir. 

What is your name? 

Achil. If not Achilles, nothing. 76 

ASne. Therefore Achilles; but, whateer, 
. know this: 

In the extremity of great and little. 

Valour and pride excel themselves in Hector; 
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The one almost as infinite as all, to 

The other blank as nothing. Weigh him well. 
And that which looks like pride is courtesy. 
This Ajax is half made of Hector’s blood: 

In love whereof half Hector stays at home; 84 
Half heart, half hand, half Hector comes to seek 
This blended knight, half Trojan, and half 
Greek. 

Achil. A maiden battle, then? OH perceive 
you. 

Re-enter diomedes. 

Agam. Here is Sir Diomed. Go, gentle 
knight, ss 

Stand by our Ajax: as you and Lord Alimas 
Consent upon the order of their fight. 

So be it; either to the uttermost, 

Or else a breath: the combatants being kin 9» 
Half stints their strife before their strokes begin. 

[AJAX and HECTOR enter the lists. 
Utyss. They are oppos’d already. 

Agam. What Trojan is that same that looks 
so heavy? 

Ulyss. The youngest son of Priam, • true 
knight: 96 

Not yet mature, yet matchless; firm of word, 
Speaking in deeds and deedless in his tongue; 
Not soon provok’d, nor being provok'd soon 
calm'd: 

His heart mid hand both open and bothftee; too 
For what he has he gives, what thinks he shows; 
Yet gives he not till judgment guide his bounty. 
Nor dignifies an impure thought with breath. 
Manly as Hector, but more dangerous; 104 
For Hector, in his blaze of wrath, subscribes 
To tender objects; but be in heat of action 
Is more vindicative than jealous love. 

They call him Troilus, and on him erect tog 
A second hope, as fairly built as Hector. 

Thus says /Eneas; one that knows the youth 
Even to his inches, and with private soul 
Did in great Ilion thus translate him to me. ns 
[Alarum, hector and AJAX fight. 
Agam. They are in action. 

Nest. Now, Ajax, hold thine own! 

Tro. Hector, thou sleep’st; awake thee! 
Agam. His blows are well dispos’d: there, 
Ajax! 

Dio. You must no more. [Trumpets cease. 
Aine. Princes, enough, so please you. 116 
Ajax. I am not warm yet; let us fight again. 
Dio. As Hector pleases. 

Hect. Why, then will I no mom: 

Thou art, great lord, my father's sister's son, 
A cousin-german to great Priam's seed; uo 
The obligation of our blood forbids 
A gory emulation 'twixt us twain. 

Were thy commixtion Greek and Trojan so 
That thoucouldst say,'This hand is Grecian all, 
And this is Trojan; the sinews of this kg us 
All Greek, and mis all Troy; my mother's blood 
Runs cm the dexter cheek, and this sinister 
Bounds in my father’s,’ by love multi potent, ts* 
Thou shouldst not bear bom me a GroeUsh 
member 

Wherein my sword had not impreaure made 
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Of our rank feud. But fee just gods gainsay 
That any drop thouborrow’dsf from thy mother. 
My sacred aunt, should by my mortal sword 133 
Be drain’d! Let me embrace thee, Ajax; 

By him that thunders, thou hast lusty arms; 
Hector would have them fall upon him thus: 
Cousin, all honour to fecel 
Ajax. I thank thee. Hector: 

Thou art too gentle and too free a man: 

I came to kill thee, cousin, and bear hence 
A great addition earned in fey death. 140 
Hect. Not Neoptolemus so mirable, 

On whose bright crest Fame wife her loud’st 
oyes 

Cries, ‘This is he ! ’ could promise to himself 
A thought of added honour tom from Hector. 
JEne. There is expectance here from both 
fee sides, 245 

What Anther you will do. 

Beet. We’ll answer it; 

The issue is embracement: Ajax, farewell. 

Ajax. If I might in entreaties find success,— 
As seld I have fee chance,—I would desire 14s 
My famous cousin to our Grecian tents. 

Bio. ’Tis Agamemnon’s wish, and great 
Achilles 

Doth long to see unarm'd the valiant Hector. 

Beet. Asneas, call my brother Troilus to me, 
And signify this loving interview 
To the expecters of our Trojan part: 

Desire them home. Give me fey hand, my 
cousin; 256 

I will go eat wife thee and see your knights. 
Ajax. Great Agamemnon comes to meet us 
here. 

Hect. The worthiest of them tell me name 
by name; 

But for Achilles, mine own searching eyes 160 
Shall find him by his large and portly size, 
Agam. Worthy of arms! as welcome as to 
one 

That would be rid of such an enemy; 

But that's no welcome; understand more clear. 
What’s past and what’s to come is strew’d wife 
husks 265 

And formless ruin of oblivion; 

But in this extant moment, faith and troth. 
Strain’d purely from all hollow bias-drawing, > 68 
Bids thee, with most divine integrity. 

From heart of very heart, great Hector, wel¬ 
come. 

Hect. I thank thee, most imperious Aga¬ 
memnon. 

Agam. [ 7 o troilus.] My well-fam’dLordof 
Troy, no less to you. 172 

Men. Let me confirm my princely brother’s 
greeting: 

You brace of war-like brothers, welcome hither. 
Hect. Whom must we answer? 

Asne. The noble Menelaus. 

Hect. Oi you, my lord? by Mars his gaunt¬ 
let, thanks 1 176 

Mock not that I a ffect t he untraded oath; 

^^s^rSfburSfe'me* not commend Mr to 
you. 


Men. Name her not now, sir; she’s a deadly 
theme. 1B0 

Hect. Ol pardon; I offend. 

Nest. I have, thou gallant Trojan, seen thee 
oft, 

Labouring for destiny, make cruel way 
Through ranks of Greekish youth: and 1 have 
seen thee, 284 

As hot as Perseus, spur fey Phrygian steed. 
Despising many forfeits and subduements. 
When thou hast hung fey advanc’d sword r fe’ 
air. 

Not letting it decline on the declin'd; 288 

That I have said to some my standers-by, 
‘Lo! Jupiter is yonder, dealing life!’ 

And I have seen thee pause and take fey breath, 
When that a ring of Greeks have hemm’d thee 
in, 291 

Like an Olympian wrestling: this have I seen; 

But this thy countenance, still lock’d in steel, 
I never saw till now. I knew fey grands ire. 
And once fought wife him: he was a soldier 
good; 196 

But, by great Mars, the captain of us all. 
Never like thee. Let an old man embrace thee; 
And, worthy warrior, welcome to our tents. 
/Ene. ’Tis the old Nestor. 200 

Hect. Let me embrace thee, good old chron¬ 
icle, 

That hast so long walk’d hand in hand with 
time: 

Most reverend Nestor, I am glad to clasp thee. 
Nest. I would my arms could match thee in 
contention, 204 

As they contend with thee in courtesy. 

Hect. I would they could. 

Nest. Ha! 

By this white beard, I’d fight wife thee to¬ 
morrow. 208 

Well, welcome, welcome! I have seen fee 
time.— 

Ulyss. I wonder now how yonder dty stapds. 
When we have here her base and pillar by us. 

Hect. Iknowyourfavour, Lord Ulysses,well. 
Ah I sir, there’s many a Greek and Trojan dead. 
Since first I saw yourself and Diomed 
In liion, on your Greekish embassy. 

Ulyss. Sir, I foretold you then what would 
ensue: 216 

My prophecy is but half his journey yet; 

For yonder walls, that pertly front your town, 
Yond towers, whose wanton tops do buss the 
clouds, 

Must kiss their own feet. 

Hect. 1 must not believe you: 220 

There they stand yet, and modestly I think, 
The fall of every Phrygian stone wall cost 
A drop of Grecian blood: the end crowns all. 
And that old common arbitrator, Time, 224 
Will one day end it. 

Ulyss. So to him we leave it. 

Most gentle and most valiant Hector, welcome. 
After the general, I beseech you next 
To feast wife me and see me at my tent. 228 
Achil. I shall forestall thee, Lord Ulysses, 
thou! 
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Now, Hector, I have fed mine eyes on thee; 

I have with exact view perus’d thee, Hector, 
And quoted joint by joint. 

Beet. Is this Achilles? 33s 

Achil. I am Achilles. 

Beet. Stand fair, I pray thee: let me look on 
thee. 

Achil. Behold thy fill. 

Beet. Nay, I have done already. 

Achil. Thou art too brief: I will the second 
time, 336 

As I would buy thee, view thee limb by limb. 
Beet. Ol like a book of sport thou'It read 
me o’er; 

But there’s more in me than thou understand’st 
Why dost thou so oppress me with thine eye? 
Achil. Tell me, you heavens, in which part 
of his body 241 

Shall 1 destroy him? whether there, or there, or 
there? 

That 1 may give the local wound a name, 

And make distinct the very breach whereout 244 
Hector’s great spirit flew. Answer me, heavens! 
Beet. It would discredit the bless’d gods, 
proud man. 

To answer such a question. Stand again: 
Think’st thou to catch my life so pleasantly 248 
As to prenominate in nice conjecture 
Where thou wilt hit me dead ? 

Achil. I tell thee, yea. 

Beet. Wert thou an oracle to tell me so. 

I’d not believe thee. Henceforth guard thee well. 
For I’ll not kill thee there, nor there, nor there; 
But, by the forge that stithied Mars his helm, 
111 kill thee every where, yea, o’er and o’er. 
You wisest Grecians, pardon me this brag; 256 
His insolence draws folly from my lips; 

But I’ll endeavour deeds to match these words, 
Or may I never— 

Ajax. Do not chafe thee, cousin: 

Ana you, Achilles, let these threats alone, zso 
Till accident or purpose bring you to’t: 

You may have every day enough of Hector, 

If you have stomach. The general state, I fear, 
Can scarce entreat you to be odd with him. 264 
Beet. I pray you, let us see you in the field; 
We have had pelting wars since you refus'd 
The Grecians' cause. 

Achil. Dost thou entreat me, Hector? 
To-morrow do I meet thee, fell as death; 268 
To-night all friends. 

Beet. Thy hand upon that match. 

Agam. First, ail you peers of Greece, go to 
my tent; 

There in the full convive we afterwards. 

As Hector's leisure and your bounties shall 172 
Concur together, severally entreat him. 

Beat loud the tabo urines, let the trumpets blow. 
That this great soldier may his welcome know. 
[Exeunt all except TROILUS and ULYSSES. 
Tro. My Lord Ulysses, tell me, I beseech you, 
In what place of the field doth Calchas keep? 
Ulyss. At Menelaus’ tent, most princely 
• Troilua: 

There Diomed doth fesst with him to-night: 
Who neither looks upon the heaven nor earth. 


But gives all gaze and bent of amorous viesrast 
On the fair Cressid. 

Tro. Shall I, sweet lord, be bound to thee so 
much. 

After we part from Agamemnon’s tent, 2S4 
To bring me thither? 

Ulyss. You shall command me, sir. 

As gentle tell me, of what honour was 
This Cressida in Troy? Had she no lover there 
That wails her absence? 288 

Tro. O, sir! to such as boasting show their 
scars 

A mock is due. Will you walk on, my lord? 
She was belov’d, she lov’d; she is, and doth: 
But still sweet love is food for fortune's tooth. 

[Exeunt. 

ACT V 

SCENE I .—The Grecian Camp. Before 
ACKru.ES’ Tent. 

Enter Achilles and PATROCLUS. 

Ackil. I’ll heat his blood with Greekisb wine 
to-night. 

Which with my scimitar I’ll cool to-morrow. 
Fatroclus, let us feast him to the height 
Patr. Hero comes Thersites. 

Enter theksites. 

Achil. How now, thou core of envy! 4 
Thou crusty batch of nature, what’s the news? 

Ther. Why, thou picture of what thou 
seemest, and idol of idiot-wonhippets, here’s 
a letter for thee. 8 

Achil. From whence, fragment? 

Ther. Why, thou full dish of fool, from Troy. 
Patr. Who keeps the tent now? 

Ther. The surgeon’s box, or the patient's 
wound. 13 

Patr. Well said, adversity! and what need 
these tricks? 

Ther. Prithee, be silent boy: I profit not 
by thy talk: thou art thought to be Achilles’ 
male variet. >8 

Patr. Male variet, you rogue! what’s that? 
Ther. Why, his masculine whore. Now, the 
rotten diseases of the south, the guts-griplng, 
raptures, catarrhs, loads o' gravel i' the back, 
lethargies, cold palsies, raw eyes, dirt-rotten 
livers, wheezing lungs, bladders full of impoft- 
thume.sdaticas.lime-kilnsi’the palm, incurable 
bone-ache, and the rivelled fee-simple of the 
tetter, take and take again such preposterous 
discoveries! 28 

Patr. Why, thou damnable box of envy, 
thou, what meanest thou to curse thus? 

Ther. Do I curse thee? 

Patr. Why, no, you ruinous butt, yon 
whoreson indistinguishable cur, no. 33 

Ther. Not why art thou then exasperate, 
thou idle immaterial skein of sleave silk, thou 
green sarcenet flap for a sore eye, thou tassel of 
a prodigal’s purse, thou? Ah! how the poor 
world is pestered with such water-flies, dimino- 
tives of nature. 

Patr. Oat, gsill 40 
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Thar. Finch egg) 

AehiL My sweet Patroclus, I am thwarted 
quits 

From my great purpose in to-morrow’s battle. 
Here is a letter from Queen Hecuba, 44 

A token from her daughter, my fair love. 
Both taxing me and gaging me to keep 
An oath that I have sworn. I will not break it: 
Fall Greeks: fail fame; honour or go or stay; 
My major vow lies here, this I’ll obey. 4 » 
Come, come, Thersites, help to trim my tent; 
This night in banqueting must all be spent. 
Away, Patroclus! js 

I Exeunt achuxes and patroclus. 
Thar. With too much blood and too little 
brain, these two may run mad; but if with too 
much brain, and too little blood they do, 1 ’U be 
a curer of madmen. Here’s Agamemnon, an 
honest fellow enough, and one that loves quails, 
but he has not so much brain as ear-wax: and 
the goodly transformation of Jupiter there, his 
brother, the bull, the primitive statue, and 
oblique memorial of cuckolds; a thrifty shoe- 
ing-hom in a chain, hanging at his brother’s 
leg, to what form but that he is should wit 
larded with malice and malice forced with wit 
turn him to? Toanass, were nothing: heis both 
ass and ox; to an ox, were nothing: he is both 
ox and ass. To be a dog, a mule, a cat, a fitchew, 
a toad, a lizard, an owl, a puttock, or a herring 
without a roe, I would not care; but to be 
Menelaus! I would conspire against destiny. 
Ask me not what 1 would be, if I were not 
rhersites, for I care not to be the louse of a 
Lazar, so I were not Menelaus. Hey-day! 
ipirits and fires! 74 

Enter hector, troilus, ajax, aqamemnon, 

ULYSSES, NESTOR, MENELAUS, and DIOMEDES, 

with lights. 

Aram. We go wrong, we go wrong. 

Ajax. No, yonder ’tls; 

Them, where we see the lights. 

Heat. I trouble you. 76 

Ajax. No, not a whit 

Ulyss. Here comes himself to guide you. 

Re-enter ACHILLES. 

AehiL Welcome, brave Hector; welcome, 
princes fl H- 

Agam. So now, fair prince of Troy, I bid 
good-night 

Ajax commands the guard to tend on you. so 
Sect. Thanks and good-night to the Greeks’ 


.Mm. Good-night my lord. 

Hect. Got :< -night sweet told Menelaus. 

Ther. Sweet draught.-‘sweet,’quo tha’lsweet 

sink, sweet sewer. *J 

Aehil. Good-night and welcome bothatonce, 
to those 

{Exeunt AOAMEMNON and MENELAUS. 

AML Old Nestor terries; end you too. 
Stated, 


Keep Hector company an hour or two. 

Dio. I cannot lord; I ha ve important business, 
The tide whereof is now. Good-night great 
Hector. as 

Hect. Give me your hand. 

Ulyss. {Aside to troilus.] Follow his torch; 
he goes to Calchas’ tent 
I’ll keep you company. 

Tro. Sweet sir, you honour me. 

Hect. And so, good-night. 96 

{Exit DIOMEDES; ULYSSES and 
troilus following. 
Aehil. Come, come, enter my tent. 

I Exeunt achilles, hector, ajax, 
and NESTOR. 

Ther. That same Diomed’s a false-hearted 
rogue, a most unjust knave; I will no more trust 
him when be leers than I will a serpent when 
he hisses. He will spend his mouth, and pro¬ 
mise, like Brabbler the hound; but when he 
performs, astronomers foretell it: it is pro¬ 
digious, there will come some change: the sun 
borrows of the moon when Diomed keeps his 
word. I will rather leave to see Hector, than 
not to dog him: they say he keeps a Troian 
drab, and uses the traitor Calchas’ tent. I’ll 
after. Nothing but le c hery! all incontinent 
varlets. {Exit. 

Scene n .—The Same. Before calchas’ Tent. 

Enter diomedes. 

Dio. What, are you up here, ho! speak. 

Cal. [Within.] Who calls? 

Dio. Diomed. Calchas, I think. Where’s 
your daughter? 

Cal. [Within.] She comes to you. 4 

Enter TROILUS and ulysses, at a distance; 
after them thersites. 

Ulyss. Stand where the torch may not dis¬ 
cover us. 

Enter CRESSIDA. 

Tro. Cressld comes forth to him. 

Dio. How now, my charge! 

Cres. Now, my sweet guardian! Hark! a 
word with you. [Whispers. 

Tro. Yea, so familiar! . * 

Ulyss. She will sing any man at first sight. 
Ther. And any man may sing her, if he can 
take her cliff; she’s noted. 

Dio. Will you remember? «* 

Cres. Remember! yes. 

Dio. Nay, but do, then; 

And let your mind be coupled with your words. 
Tro. What should she remember? 16 

Ulyss. list! 

Cres. Sweet honey Greek, tempt me no more 

to folly. 

Ther. Roguery I 

Dio. Nay, then, — . . 

Cres. I'n tefl you what,— 

Dio. Foh, foh! come, tell a pin: you are 
forsworn. 
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Cres. In faith, I cannot 
have me do? 

Thtr. A juggling trick,—to be secretly open. 
Dio. What did you swear you would bestow 
on me? 24 

Cm. I prithee, do not bold me to mine 
oath; 

Bid me do anything but that sweet Creek. 

Dio. Good-night. 

Tro. Hold, patience I zS 

Ulyss. How now, Trojan? 

Cm. Diotned,— 

Dio. No, no, good-night; I'll be your fool no 
more. 

Tro. Thy better must. 

Cm. Harkl one word in your ear. 3a 
Tro. O plague and madness! 

Ulyss. You are mov'd, prince; let us depart, 

I pray you. 

Lest your displeasure should enlarge itself 
To wrathM terms. This place is dangerous; 36 
The time right deadly. I beseech you, go. 

Tro. Behold, I pray you! 

Ulyss. Nay, good my lord, go off; 

You Sow to great distraction; come, my lord. 
Tro. I pray thee, stay. 

Ulyss. You have not patience; come. 40 
Tro. 1 pray you, stay. By hell, and all hell's 
torment*, 

I will not apeak a word! 

Dio. And so, good-night 

Cm. Nay, but you part in anger. 

Tro. Doth that grieve thee? 

O wither'd truth! 

Ulyss. Why, how now, lord! 

Tro. By Jove, 44 

I will be patient 

Cm. Guardian!—why, Greek! 

Dio. Fdh. fohl adieu; you palter. 

On. In uith, I do non come hither once 
min 

Ulya. You shake, my lord, at something: 
wfllyou go? 48 

You will break out 

Tro. She strokes his cheek) 

Ulyss. Come, come. 

Tro. Nay, stay; by Jove, 1 will not speak 
a word: _ 

There is between my will and all offences 
A guard of patience: stay a little while. ja 
Thor. How the devfflLusury, with his fat 
ramp and potato finger, tickles these together! 

then? s* 

Cm. In {kith, I will, la; never trust me ebe. 
Dio. Give me some token for the surety of it 
Cm. IT1 fetch you one. [Exit. 

Ulyss. You have sworn patience. 

Tro. Fear me not, sweet lord; «o 

I will not be myself, nor have cognition 
Of what I feel: I am all patience. 

Re-enter cagSBDA. 

Thtr. Now the pledget now.now, nowl 
Oar. Here, Diomed,keep this sleeve. <4 
Tro. O beauty 1 where is thy feith? 


Ulyss. My lord,— 

Tro. I will be patient; outwardly I will. 

Cres. You look upon that sleeve; behold it 
well. 

He lov’d me—O false wench!—Give’t to me 
again. <S 

Dio. Whose was't? 

Cres. It is no matter, nowl have*t again. 

I will not meet with you to-morrow night. 

I prithee, Diomed, visit me no more. 

Thor. Now she sharpens: well said, whet¬ 
stone! 7* 

Dio. I shall have it. 

Cm. What, this? 

Dio. Ay, that 

Cres. Ol an you gods. O pretty, pretty 
pledge! 

Thy master now lies thinking in his bed 
Of thee and me; and sighs, and takes my dove. 
And gives memorial dainty kisses to it, 77 

As I kiss thee. Nay, do not snatch it from me; 
He that takes that doth take my heart withal. 
Dio. I had your heart before; this foUows it 
Tro. I did swear patience. 81 

Cres. You shall not have it, Diomed; feith 
you shall not; 

I'll give you something else. 

Dio. 1 win have this. Whose was it? 

Cm. - ' Tis no matter. 

Dio. Come, tell me whose it was. 85 

Cres. Twas one's that loved me better than 
you will. 

But, now you have it, take it. 

Dio. Whose was it? 

Cres. By aH Diana’s waiting-women y ond, SS 
And by herself, I will not tell you whose. 

Dio. To-morrow wfil I wear it on my helm. 
And grieve his spirit that dazes not challenge it 
Tro. Wert thou the devil, and wor’st it on 
thy horn, 9» 

It should be challeng'd. 

Cm. WelCweVu* done, 'tis past: and yet 
it is not: 

I wiU not keep my word._ 

Dio. Why then, fereweB; 

Thou never Shalt mock Diomed again. 96 

Cres. You shall not go: one cannot speak a 
word. 

But it straight starts you. ., , „ 

Dio. 1 do not like this fooling. 

Thor. Nor I, by Pluto: but that that likes 
not me 

Pleases me best. *oo 

Dio. What, shah I come? the hour? 

Cres. Ay, come:—O Jove!— 

Do come:—I shall be plagu'd. 

Dio. FarewtH HU then. 

Cres. Good-night: I prithee, come.— 

{Exit mourns. 
Troll us, fiueweU I one eye yet looks on thee, tog 
But with my heart the other eye doth see. 

Ah! poor our sex; this feult in us I find. 

The error of our eye directs our mind. 

What error leads must err. Ol then conclude 
Minds sway'd by eyes are fell of turpitude. 109 

jaswi 



[act v 


TROILUS AND CRESSIDA 


696 


Ther. A proof of strength she could not pub¬ 
lish more, 

Unless she said,' My mind is now turn’d whole.’ 
Ulyss. All’s done, my lord. 

Tro. It is. 

Ulyss. Why stay we, then? 

Tro. To make a recordation to my soul 113 
Of every syllable that here was spoke. 

But if I tell how these two did co-act. 

Shall I not lie in publishing a truth? 116 

Sith yet there is a credence in my heart. 

An esperance so obstinately strong, 

That doth invert the attest of eyes and ears. 
As if those organs bad deceptions functions. 
Created only to calumniate. 121 

Was Cressid here? 

Ulyss. I cannot conjure, Trojan. 

Tro. She was not, sure. 

Ulyss. Most sure she was. 

Tro. Why, my negation hath no taste of 
madness. 124 

Ulyss. Nor mine, my lord: Cressid was here 
but now. 

Tro. Let it not be believ’d for womanhood! 
Think we had mothers; do not give advantage 
To stubborn critics, apt, without a theme, 12s 
For depravation, to square the general sex 
By Cressid’s rule: rather think this not Cressid. 
Ulyss. What hath she done, prince, that can 
soil our mothers? 

Tro, Nothing at all, unless that this were she. 
Ther. Will he swagger himself out on’s own 
eyes? 133 

Tro. This she? no, this is Diomed’s Cressida. 
If beauty have a sou), this is not she; 

If souls guide vows, if vows be sanctimony, 136 
If sanctimony be the gods’ delight, 

If there be rule in unity itself, 

This is not she. O madness of discourse. 

That cause sets up with and against itself; 140 
Bi-fold authority 1 where reason can revolt 
Without perdition, and loss assume all reason 
Without revolt: this is, and is not, Ciessid. 
Within my soul there doth conduce a fight 144 
Of this strange nature that a thing inseparate 
Divides mote wider than the sky and earth; 
And yet the spacious breadth of this division 
Admits no orifice for a point as subtle 148 
As Ariachne’s broken woof to enter. 

Tneannc O instance! strong as Pluto’s gates; 
Cressid is mine, tied with the bonds of heaven; 
Instance, O instance! strong as heaven itself; 
The bonds of heaven are slipp’d, dissolv’d, and 
loos’d; ij’ 

And with another knot, five-finger-tied. 

The fractions of her faith, oris of her love. 
The fragments, scraps, the bits, and greasy 
reliques 15S 

Of her o'er-eaten faith,are bound to Diomed. 

Ulyss. May worthy Troilus be half attach’d 
With that which here his passion doth express ? 
Tro. Ay, Greek; and that shall be divulged 
well i«o 

In characters as red as Mara his heart 
Inflam’d with Venus: never did young man 
fancy 


With so eternal and so fix’d a soul. 

Hark, Greek; as much as I do Cressid love, 164 
So much by weight bate I her Diomed; 

That sleeve is mine that he’ll bear on his helm; 
Were it a casque compos’d by Vulcan’s skill. 
My sword should bite ft. Notthedreadfulspout 
Which shipmen do the hurricane call, 169 

Constring’d in mass by the almighty sun. 

Shall dizzy with more clamour Neptune’s ear 
In bis descent than shall my prompted sword 
Falling on Diomed. 173 

Ther. He’ll tickle it for his concupy. 

Tro. O Cressid! O false Cressid! false, false, 
false! 

Let all untruths stand by thy stained name, 176 
And they’ll seem glorious. 

Ulyss. O! contain yourself; 

Your passion draws ears hither. 

Enter 4ENEAS. 

JEne. I have been seeking you this hour, my 
lord. 

Hector, by this, is arming him in Troy; 180 
Ajax, your guard, stays to conduct you home. 
Tro. Have with you, prince. My courteous 
lord, adieu. 

Farewell, revolted fair! and Diomed, 

Stand fast, and wear a castle on thy head! 184 
Ulyss. I'll bring you to the gates. 

Tro. Accept distracted thanks. 

I Exeunt troilus, .eneas, and ulysses. 
Ther. Would 1 could meet that rogue Dio¬ 
med ! 1 would croak like a raven; 1 would bode, 
1 would bode. Patroclus would give me any 
thing for the intelligence of this whore: the 
parrot will not do more for an almond than 
he for a commodious drab. Lechery, lechery; 
still, wars and lechery : nothing else holds 
fashion. A burning devil take them! [Exit. 

Scene m. — Troy. Before Priam's Palace. 

Enter hector and ANDROMACHE. 

Ana. When was my lor* so much ungently 
temper’o, 

To stop his ears against admonishment? 
Unarm, unarm, and do not fight to-day. 

Hect. You train me to offend you; get 
you in: 4 

By all the everlasting gods. I’ll go. 

And. My dreams will, sure, prove ominous 
to the day. 

Hect. No more, I say. 

Enter CASSANDRA. 

Cas. Where is my brother Hector? 

And. Here, sister; arm’d, and bloody in 
intent. 8 

Consort with me in loud and dear petition; 
Putsue we him on knees; for I have dream’a 
Of bloody turbulence, and this whole night 
Hath nothing been but shapes and forms of 
slaughter. 1* 

Cas. Ol 'tis true. 

Hect. Hot bid my trumpet sound. 

Cas. No notes of sally, for the heavens, sweet 
brother. 
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Heel. Be gone, I say: the gods have heard 
me swear. 

Cas. The gods are deaf to hot and peevish 
vows: 16 

They are polluted offerings, more abhorr’d 
Than spotted livers in the sacrifice. 

And. 01 be persuaded: do not count it holy 
To hurt by being just: it is as lawful, 20 
For we would give much, to use violent thefts, 
And rob in the behalf of charity. 

Cas. It is the purpose that makes strong the 
vow; 

But vows to every purpose must not hold. 24 
Unarm, sweet Hector. 

Hect. Hold you still, I say; 

Mine honour keeps the weather of my fate: 
Life every man holds dear; but the dear man 
Holds honour far more precious-dear than life. 

Enter troilus. 

How now, young man! mean’st thou to fight 
to-day? 29 

And. Cassandra, call my father to persuade. 

{Exit CASSANDRA. 

Hect. No, faith, young Troilus; doff thy har¬ 
ness, youth; 

I am to-day 1* the vein of chivalry: 32 

Let grow thy sinews till their knots be strong. 
And tempt not yet the brushes of the war. 
Unarm thee, go, and doubt thou not, brave boy. 
I’ll stand to-day for thee ar.d me and Troy. 36 
Tro. Brother, you have a vice of mercy in 
you. 

Which better fits a lion than a man. 

Hect. What vice is that, good Troilus ? chide 
me for it. 

Tro. When many times the captive Grecian 
falls, 40 

Even in the fan and wind of your fair sword. 
You bid them rise, and live. 

Hect. Ol ’tis fair play. 

Tro. Fool’s play, by heaven. Hector. 

Hect. How now! how now! 

Tro. For the love of all the gods, 44 

Let’s leave the hermit pity with our mothers. 
And when we have our armours buckled on. 
The venom’d vengeance ride upon our swords. 
Spur them to ruthful work, rein them from 
ruth. 4* 

Hect. Fie, savage, fie! 

Tro. Hector, then 'tis wars. 

Hect. Troilus, I would not have you fight 
to-day. 

Tro. who should withhold me? 

Not fate, obedience, nor the hand of Man 52 
Beckoning with fiery truncheon my retire; 
Not Priam us and Hecuba on knees. 

Their eyes o’erealled with recourse of tears; 
Nor you, my brother, with your true sword 
drawn, 5 * 

Oppos’d to hinder me, should s'op my way. 
But by my ruin. 

Re-enter CASSANDRA, with PRIAM. 

Chi. Lay hold upon him. Priam, hold him 
faat: 


girl 

Makes 


He is thy crutch; now if thou lose thy stay, 60 
Thou on him leaning, and all Troy on thee, 
FaU all together. 

Pri. Come, Hector, come; go back: 

The wife hath dream’d; thy mother hath had 
visions; 

Cassandra doth foresee; and I myself 64 
Am like a prophet suddenly enrapt. 

To tell thee that this day is ominous: 
Therefore, come back. 

Hect. /Eneas is a-field; 

And I do stand engag'd to many Greeks, 68 
Even in the faith of valour, to appear 
This morning to them. 

Pri. Ay, but thou shalt not go. 

Hect. I must not break my faith. 

You know me dutiful; therefore, dear sir, 7a 
Let me not shame respect, but give me leave 
To take that course by your consent and voice. 
Which you do here forbid me, royal Priam. 
Cas. O Priam! yield not to him. 

And. Do not, dear father, 76 

Hect. Andromache, I am offended with you: 
Upon the love you bear me, get you in. 

{Exit ANDROMACHE. 

Tro. This foolish, dreaming, superstitious 

in 

:es all these bodements. 

Cas. O farewell! dear Hector. 80 

Look! how thou diest; look! how thy eye turns 
pale; 

Look 1 how thy wounds do bleed at many vents: 
Hark! how Troy roars; how Hecuba cries outt 
Hew poor Andromache shrills her dolours 
forth 1 84 

Behold, distraction, frenzy, and amazement. 
Like witless anticks, one another meet. 

And ail cry Hector! Hector’s dead! O Hector! 
Tro. Away! Away! 88 

Cas. Farewell. Yet, soft! Hector, I take my 
leave: 

Thou dost thyself and ail our Troy deceive. 

I Exit. 

Hect. You are amaz’d, my liege, at her ex¬ 
claim. 

Go in and cheer the town: we’ll forth and fight; 
Do deeds worth praise and tell you them at 
night. 93 

Pri. Farewell: the gods with safety stand 
about thee! 

[.Exeunt severally PRIAM and HECTOR. 
> Alarums. 

: Tro. They am at It, hark! Proud Diomed, 
believe, 

l come to lose my arm, or win my sleeve. 96 

As TROO.ua is going out, enter, from the other 
side, PANDARUS. 

Pan. Do you hear, my lord? do ytm hear? 
Tro. What now? 

Pm. Hem’s a letter come from yond poor 
girl. 

7ro. Let me mad. too 

Pan. A whoreson ‘ -rick, a whoreson rascally 
so troubles me, and the foolish fortune at 
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thla girl; and what one thing, what another, 
that I shall leave you one o’ these days; and I 
have a rheum in mine eyes too, and such an 
ache In my bones that, unless a man were 
cursed, I cannot tell what to think on’t. What 
says she there? rot Present the fair steed to my Lady Cressld; 

Tro. Words, words, mere words, no matter Fellow, commend my service to her beauty: 


Iact v 

Scene V .—Another Fart of the Plaint. 
Enter oiomedes and a Servant. 

Dio. Go, go, my servant, take thou Trollus* 
hone: 


from the heart; 

The effect doth operate another way. 

[Tearing the letter. 
Go, wind to wind, there turn and change to¬ 
gether. 


Tell her I have chastis'd the amorous Trojan, 4 
And am her knight by proof. 

Serv. 1 go, my lord. (Exit. 

Enter AGAMEMNON. 


My love with words and errors still she feeds, Agam. Renew,renew! The fierce Polydamas 
But edifies another with her deeds. 113 Hath beat down Menon; bastard Margarelon 

[Exeunt eeverally. Hath Doreus prisoner, 8 

And stands colossus-wise, waving his beam. 
Upon the pashed corses of the kings 
Epistrophus and Cedius; Pollxenes is slain; 
Amphimachus, and Thoas, deadly hurt; n 
Patroclus ta'en, or slain: and Palamedes 
Sore hurt and bruis’d; the dreadful Sagittary 

16 


Scene XV.—Between Troy and the Grecian 
Camp. 

Alarum*. Excursions. Enter THERStTES. 

Ther. Now they are dapper-clawing one an¬ 
other; I’ll go look on. That dissembling abo- Appals our numbers; haste we, Diomed, 
minablevarlet.Diomed, has got that same scurvy To reinforcement, or we perish all. 
doting foolish young knave’s sleeve ofTroy there _ 

in his helm: I would fain see than meet; that Enter nestok. 

that same young Trojan ass, that loves the whore Nest. Go, bear Patroclus' body to Achilles; 

there, might send that Greekish whoremasterly And bid the snail-pac’d Ajax arm for shame, 
villain, with the sleeve, back to the dissembling There is a thousand Hectors In the field: 
luxurious drab, on a sleeveless errand. O’ the Now here he fights on Galathe his horse, 20 
other side, the policy of those crafty swearing And there lacks work; anon he’s there afoot, 
rascals,—that stale old mouse-eaten dry cheese. And there they fly or die, like scaled sculls 
Nestor, and that same dog-fox, Ulysses, is not Before the belching whale: then is he yonder, 
proved worth a blackberry: they set me up, in And there the strawy Greeks, ripe for his edge, 
policy, that mongrel our, Ajax, against that dog Fall down before him, like the mower's swath: 


s VAsaaa wui, /ejoa, 05011111 uwi uug 

of as bad a kind, Achilles; and now is the cur 
Ajax prouder than the cur Achilles, and will 
not arm to-day; whereupon the Grecians begin 

to proclaim barbarism, and policy grows into__,_ 

an HI opinion. Soft! here comes sleeve, and That proof is called impossibility, 
f other. 


Here, there, and everywhere, he leaves and 
takes. 

Dexterity so obeying appetite 

That what he will he does; and does so much 

a» 


Enter diomedes, trchlus following. 

Tro. Fly not; for s h ouids t thou take the 
river Styx, 

I would swim after. 

Dio. Thou dost miscall retire; 

I do not fly; but advantageous care 
Withdrew me from the odds of multitude, m 
Have at thee! 


Enter ULYSSES. 

Ulyss. O! courage, courage, princes; great 
Achilles 1 

Is arming, weeping, cursing, vowing vengeance: 
Patroclus' woundshaverous’dhisdrowsy blood. 
Together with his mangled Myrmidons, 33 
That noseless, handless, hack'd and chipp’d, 
come to him. 

Crying on Hector. Ajax hath lost a friend. 


Ther. Hold thy whore, Grecian! now for thy And loams at mouth, and he is arm'd and at 
whore, Trojan I now the sleeve, now the sleeve! it, 36 

[Exeunt teoilus and oiomedes, fighting. Hosting for Troilus, who hath done to-day 
_ . Mad and fantastic execution. 

Enter HEcroa. Engaging and redeeming of himself 

Elect. What art thou, Greek? art thou for . ... 

Hector’s match? 38 

Art thou of blood and honour? 

Ther. No, no, I am a rascal; a scurvy railing 
knave; a very filthy rogue. 

Beet. I do believe thee; live. [Exit. 

Ther. God-a-mercy, that thou wilt believe 
me: but a plague break thy neck for frighting 
mat What's become of the wenching rogues? 

I think they have swallowed one another: I 
would laugh at that miracle; yet, in a sort, 
lechery cats itself. I’ll seek diem. [Exit. 


With stum a careless force and forceless caw 40 
As if that luck, In very spite of cunning, 

Bade him win all 

Enter AJAX. 

Ajax. Troilus! thou coward Troilus! [Exit. 
Dio. Ay, there, there. 

Nest. So, so, we drew together. 

Enter ACHILLES. 

Achil. Where is this Hector? 

Come,come, thou boy-queller,showthyfkce ;43 
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Know what It is to meet Achilles angry: 
Hector! where’s Hector? 1 will none but 
Hector. [Exeunt. 

Scene VI .—Another Part of the Plaint. 
Enter AJAX. 

Ajax. Troilus, thou coward Troilus, show 
thy head! 

Enter diomedes. 


Mark what I say. Attend me where I wheel: 
Strike not a stroke, but keep yourselves in 
breath: 

And when I have the bloody Hector found, 4 
Empale him with your weapons round about; 
In fellest manner execute your aims. 

Follow me, sirs, and my proceedings eye: 

It is decreed. Hector the great must die. S 

(Exeunt. 


Dio. Troilus, I say! where’s Troilus? 

Ajax. What wouldst thou? 

Dio. I would correct him. 

Ajax. Were I the general, thou shouldst have 
my office 4 

Ere that correction. Troilus, I say! what, 
Troilus! 

Enter troilus. 

Tro. O traitor Diomed! Turn thy false face, 
thou traitor! 

And pay thy life thou ow'st me for my horse! 
Dio. Ha! art thou there? 8 

Ajax. I'll fight with him alone: stand, 
Diomed. 

Dio. He is my prize; I will not look upon. 
Tro. Come, both you cogging Greeks; have 
at you both! [ Exeunt , fighting. 

Enter hector. 

Hect. Yea, Troilus? O, well fought, my 
youngest brother! ra 

Enter ACHILLES. 

Achil. Now I do see thee. Hal have at thee. 
Hector! 

Hect. Pause, if thou wilt. 

Achil. I do disdain thy courtesy, proud 
Trojan. 

Be happy that my arms are out of use: 16 

My rest and negligence befriend thee now. 

But thou anon shalt hear of me again; 

Till when, go seek thy fortune. [Exit. 

Hect. Fare thee well:— 

1 would have been much more a fresher man, so 
Had I expected thee. How now, my brother! 


Re-enter troilus. 

Tro. Ajax hath ta’en AJneas: shall it be? 
No, by the flame of yonder glorious heaven. 
He shall not carry him: I’U be ta’en too, *4 
Or bring him off. Fate, hear me what I say! 

1 reck not though I end my life to-day. [Exit. 


Enter One in sumptuous armour. 

Hect. Stand, stand, thou Greek; thou art a 
goodly mark. _ . 

No? wilt thou not? I like thy armour well; »8 
I’ll frush it, and unlock the rivets all. 

But I’ll be master of it. Wilt thou not, beast, 
_ abide? 

Why then, fly on, I’ll hunt thee for thy hide. 

(Exeunt. 


Scene VII .—Another Part of the Plaint. 

Enter ACHILLES, with Myrmidons. 

Achil. Come here about me, you my Myr¬ 
midons; 


Enter mbnelaus and PARIS, fighting; then 
THERSITES. 

Ther. The cuckold and the cuckold-maker 
are at it. Now, bull! now, dog! ’Loo, Paris, 
’loot now, my double-henned sparrow! ’loo, 
Paris, ’loo! The bull has the game: ’ware 
horns, ho! [Exeunt Paris and menelaus. 

Enter MARGARELON. 

Mar. Turn, slave, and fight. 

Ther. What art thou? 

Mar. A bastard son of Priam’s. t6 

Ther. I am a bastard too: I love bastards: I 
am a bastard begot, bastard instructed, bastard 
in mind, bastard in valour, in every thing illegi¬ 
timate. One bear will not bite another, and 
wherefore should one bastard? Take heed, the 
quarrel’s most ominous to us: if the son of a 
whore fight for a whore, he tempts judgment. 
Farewell, bastard. [Exit. 

Mar. The devil take thee, coward! [Exit. 

SCENE VUL —Another Part of the Plains. 
Enter hector. 

Hect. Most putrefied core, so fair without. 
Thy goodly armour thus hath cost thy life. 
Now is my day’s work done; I’ll take good 
breath: 

Rest, sword; thou hast thy fill of blood and 
death. [Puts off his helmet, and hangs 
his shield behind him. 

Enter Achilles and Myrmidons. 

Achil. Look, Hector, how the sun begins to 
set; S 

How ugly night comes breathing at his heels: 
Even with the vail and darking of the sun. 

To close the day up, Hector’s life is done. 8 
Hect. I am unarm’d; forego this vantage, 
Greek. 

Achil. Strike, fellows, strike! this is the man 
I seek. (hector falls. 

So, Ilion, fall thou next! now, Troy, sink down 1 
Here lies thy heart, thy sinews, and thy bone, ra 
On! Myrmidons, and cry you all amain, 
‘Achilles hath the mighty Hector slain.’— 

[A retreat sound* 1 . 

Hark! a retreat upon our Grecian part. 

Myr. The Trojan trumpets sound the like, 
my lord. i 4 

Achil. The dragon wing of night o’erspreada 
the earth, 

And, stickler-like, the armies separates. 

My half-supp’d sword, that frankly would have 
fed. 
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Keaa’d with this dainty bait, thus goes to bed.— 
(Sheathes his sword. 
Come, tie his body to my horse’s tail; 21 
Along the field 1 mil the Trojan trail [Exeunt. 

Scene JX.—Another Part of the Plains. 

Enter aoamemnon, aux, menelaus, nestor, 
diomedes, and Others marching. Shouts with¬ 
in. 

Agam, Hark! hark! what shout is that? 
Nest. Peace, drums! 

[ Within.] Achilles! 
Achilles! Hector’s slain! Achilles! 

Dio. The bruit is, Hector’s slain, and by 
Achilles. 

Ajax. If it be so, yet bragless let it be; 4 
Great Hector was a man as good as he. 
Agam. March patiently along. Let one 1 1 
sent 

To pray Achilles see us at our tent. 

If in his death the gods have us befriended, 8 
Great Troy is ours, and our sharp wars are 
ended. [Exeunt marching. 

SCENE X .—Another Part of the Plains. 
Enter jeneas and Trojans, 

AEne. Stand, ho! yet are we masters of the 
field. 

Never go home; hen starve we out the night. 

Enter iroilus, 

Tro. Hector is slain. 

All. Hector! the gods forbid! 

Tro. He’sdead;andatthemurdercr'shorse’s 
tail, 4 

In beastly sort, dragg’d through the shameful 
field. 

Frown on, you heavens, effect your rage with 
speed! 

Sit, gods, upon your thrones, and smile at Troy 1 
I say, at once let your brief plagues be mercy, s 
And linger not our sun destructions on! 

AEne. My lord, you do discomfort all the 
host 

Tro. You understand me not that tell me so. 
I do not speak of flight, of fear, of death; u 
But dare all imminence that gods and men 
Address their dangers in. Hector is gone: 


Who shall tell Priam so, or Hecuba? 

Let him that will a screech-owl aye be call’d 16 
Go in to Troy, and say there Hector’s dead: 
There is a word will Priam turn to stone, 
Make welh and Niobes of the maids and wives, 
Cold statues of the youth: and, in a word, 23 
Scare Troy out of itself. But march away: 
Hector is dead; there is no more to say. 

Stay yet. You vile abominable tents, 

Thus proudly pight upon our Phrygian plains, 
Let Titan rise as early as he dare, 25 

I’ll through and through you 1 And, thou great- 
siz’d coward, 

No space of earth shall sunder our two hates: 
I’ll haunt thee like a wicked conscience still, 28 
Thatroouldethgoblinsswiftasfrenzy’sthoughts. 
Strike a free march to Troy! with comfort go; 
Hope of revenge shall hide our inward woe. 

[Exeunt *neas and Trojan Forces. 

As TROILUS is going out, enter, from the other 
side, PANDARUS. 

Pen, But hear you, hear you! 32 

Tro. Hence, broker lackey! ignomy and 
shame 

Pursue thy life, and live aye with thy name! 

[Exit. 

Pan. A goodly medicine for my aching bones! 
0 world! world! world 1 thus is the poor agent 
despised. O traitors and bawd 3 , how earnestly 
are you set a-work, and how ill requited! why 
should our endeavour be so loved, and the per¬ 


formance so loathed? what verse for it? what 
instance for it?—Let me seel— 41 

Full merrily the humble-bee doth stag, 

Till he hath lost his honey and his sting; 

And being once subdu’d in armed tail, 44 
Sweat honey and sweet notes together fail. 

Good traders in the flesh, set this in your 
painted cloths. 

As many as be here of pander’s hall, 48 

Your eyes, half out, weep out at Pindar's fall; 

Or if you cannot weep, yet ffve some groans, 

Though not for me, yet for your aching bones. 
Brethren and sisters of the hold-door trade, 52 
Some two months hence my will shall here be made; 
It should be now, but that my fear is this, 

Some galled goose of Wincnester would hiss. 

Till then I’ll sweat, and seek about for eases; |i 
And at that time bequeath you my disease*. 


[Exit, 
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TmBUjiniu*. J Generals against the Volicius. 
Menenius Aorota, Friend to Coriolsnus. 
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Tullus Aunoruj, General of the Volscians. 

I teutenant to Aufidius. 

Conspirator! with AuSdiaa. 
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Adrian, a Volace. 

Two Voladan Guards. 

Volumnia, Mother to Coriolanua. 

Virqilia, wife to Coriolanua. 

Valeria, Friend to Virgiila. 

Gentlewoman, attending on Virgilia. 

Roman and Voladan Senators, Patricians, Aadika, 
Lictors, Soldiers, Citizens, Messengers, Servants 
to Aufidius, and other Attendants. 


Scene. —Rome and the Neighbourhood ; Corioli and the Neighbourhood; Antium, 


ACT I 

Scene L — Rome. A Street. 

Enter a Company of mutinous Citizens, with 
stases, clubs, and other weapons. 

First Cit. Before we proceed any further, 
hear me apeak. 

AU. Speak, apeak. 

Fust Cit. You are all reaoived rather to die 
than to famish? 5 

AU. Resolved, resolved. 

First CU. First, you know Cains Mardus is 
chief enemy to the people. a 

All. We know't, we know't. 

First Cit. Let us lull him, and we'll have 
com at our own price. Is’t a verdict? 

All. No more talking on’t; let it be done. 

Away, awayl *3 

Sec. Cit. One word, good citizens. 

First Cit. We are accounted poor dtizens, 
the patricians good. What authority surfeits 
on would relieve us. If they would yield us but 
the superfluity, while it were wholesome, we 
might guess they relieved us humanely; but 
they think we are too dear: the leanness that 
afflicts us, the object of our misery, is as an 
inventory to particularise their abundance; our 
sufferance is a gain to them. Let us revenge 
this with our pikes, ere we become rakes: for 
the gods know I speak this in hunger for bread, 
not in thirst for revenge. . 26 

Sec. Cit. Wouldyouproceed especially against 

Caius Mardus? 

First Cit. Against him first: he's a very dog 
to the commonalty. , , 

Sec. Cit. Consider you what services he has 
done for his country? 3 * 

First Cit. Very well; and could be content 
to give him good report for’t, but that he pays 
himself with being proud. 

Sec. Cit. Nay, out speak not maliciously. 3® 
First Cit. I say unto you, what he hath done 
famously, he did it to that end: though soft- 
«onsdenced men can be content to say it was 
for his country, he did it to please his mother. 


and to be partly proud; which he is, even to the 
altitude of his virtue. 4a 

Sec. Cit. What he cannot help in his nature, 
you account a vice in him. You must in no 
way say be is covetous. as 

First Cit. If I must not, I need not be barren 
of accusations: he hath faults, with surplus, to 
tire in repetition. [Shouts within.] What shouts 
are these? The other tide o' the city is risen: 
why stay we prating here? to the Capitol! 

All. Come, come. 

First Cit. Soft! who comes here? j» 

Enter menenius agrippa. 

Sec. Cit. Worthy Menenius Agrippa; one 
that hath always loved the people. 

First Cit. He's one honest enough: would 
all the rest were sol 5 * 

Men. What work’s, my countrymen, in 
hand? Where go you 

With bats and dubs? The matter? Speak, I 
pray you. 

First Cit. Our business is not unknown to 
the senate; they have had inkling this fortnight 
what we intend to do, which now we'll show ’em 
in deeds. They say poor suitors have strong 
breaths: they shall know we have strong arms 
too. *4 

Men. Why. masters, my good friends, mine 
honest neighbours. 

Will you undo yourselves? 

First Cit. We cannot, sir; we are undone 
already. .... 68 

Men. I tell you, friends, most charitable care 
Have the patricians of you. For your wants. 
Your suffering in this dearth, you may as well 
Strike at the heaven with your staves as lift 
them , __ ?* 

Against the Roman state, whose course will on 
The way it take*, cracking ten thousand curbs 
Of more strong link asunder than can ever 
Appear in your impediment. For the dearth. 
The gods, not the patricians, make it, and n 
Your knees to them, not arms, must help. 
Alack I 



CORIOLANUS 


702 


[act i 


You are transported by calamity 
Thither where more attends you; and you 
slander 80 

The helms o' the state, who care for you like 
fathers, 

When you curse them as enemies. 

First Cit. Care for us! True, indeed! They 
ne'er cared for us yet: suffer us to famish, and 
their storehouses crammed with grain; make 
edicts for usury, to support usurers; repeal 
daily any wholesome act established against the 
rich, and provide more piercing statutes daily 
to chain up and restrain the poor. If the wars 
eat us not up, they will; and there's all the love 
they bear us. 

Men. Either you must ps 

Confess yourselves wondrous malicious. 

Or be accus’d of folly. I shall tell you 
A pretty tale: it may be you have heard it; 
But, since it serves my purpose, 1 will venture 
To scale't a little more. 97 

First Cit. Well, I’ll hear it, sir; yet you 
must not think to fob off our disgrace with a 
tale; but, an’t please you, deliver. 100 

Men. There was a time when all the body’s 
members 

Rebell’d against the belly; thus accus'd it: 
That only like a gulf it did remain 
I’ the midst o' the body, idle and unactive, >04 
Still cupboarding the viand, never bearing 
Like labour with the rest, where the other in¬ 
struments 

Did see and hear, devise, instruct- walk, feel. 
And, mutually participate, did minister 108 
Unto the appetite and affection common 
Of the whole body. The belly answer’d,— 
First Cit. Well, sir, what answer made the 
belly? 112 

Men. Sir, I shall tell you.—With a kind of 
smile. 

Which ne’er came from the lungs, but even 
thus— 

For, look you, I may make the belly smile 
As well as speak—it tauntingly replied 11s 

To the discontented members, the mutinous 
'parts 

That envied Ms receipt; even so most fitly 
As you malign our senators for that 
They are not such as you. 

First Cit. Your belly’s answer? What! 
The kingly crowned head, the vigilant eye, isi 
The counsellor heart, the arm our soldier. 
Our steed the leg, the tongue our trumpeter. 
With other muniments and petty helps 124 
In this our fabric, if that they— 

Men. What then?— 

Tore me, this fellow speaks! what then? what 
then? 

First Cit. Should by the cormorant belly be 
restrain’d, 

Who is the sink o’ the body,— 

Men. Well, what then? 128 

First Cit. The former agents, if they did com¬ 
plain. 

What could the belly answer? 

Men. I will tell you; 


If you’ll bestow a small, of what you have little. 
Patience a while, you’ll bear the belly’s answer. 
First Cit. You’re long about it. 

Men. ■ Note me this, good Mend; 133 
Your most grave belly was deliberate. 

Not rash like his accusers, and thus answer’d: 
'True is it, my incorporate friends,’ quoth he, 
'That I receive the general food at first, >37 
Which you do live upon; and fit it is; 

Because I am the store-house and the shop 
Of the whole body: but, if you do remember, 
I send it through the rivers of your blood, hi 
Even to the court, the heart, to the seat o’ the 
brain; 

And, through the cranks and offices of man. 
The strongest nerves and small inferior veins 
From me receive that natural competency 145 
Whereby they live. And though that all at once. 
You, my good friends,’—this says the belly, 
mark me,— 

First Cit. Ay, sir; well, well. 

Men. ’Though all at once cannot 

See what I do deliver out to each, 149 

Yet 1 can make my audit up, that all 
From me do back receive the flour of all. 
And leave me but the bran.’ What say you to’t? 
First Cit. It was an answer: how apply you 
this? 153 

Men. The senators of Rome are this good 
belly. 

And you the mutinous members; for, examine 
Their counsels and their cares, digest things 
rightly 116 

Teaching the weal o' the common, you shall 
find 

No public benefit which you receive 
But it proceeds or comes from them to you. 
And no way from yourselves. What do you 
think, 160 

You, the great toe of this assembly? 

First Cit. I the great toe? Why the great toe? 
Men. For that, being oneo’the lowest, basest, 
poorest, , 

Of this most wise rebellion, thou go’st fore¬ 
most: 164 

Thou rascal, that art worst In blood to run, 
Lead'st first to win some vantage. 

But make you ready your stiff hats and dubs: 
Rome and her rats are at the point of battle; 
The one side must have bale. 

Enter CAIUS MASCXUS. 

Hail, noble Maidus! 
Mar. Thanks.— What’s the matter, you di»- 
aentious rogues. 

That, rubbing the poor itch of your opinion. 
Make yourselves scabs? 

First Cit. Wc have ever your good word. 
Afar. He that will give good words to thee 
will flatter <73 

Beneath abhorring. What would you have, you 
cun, 

That like nor peace nor war? the one affright* 
you. 

The other makes you proud, dethet trqeo to 
you, *7* 
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Where he should find yon liana, finds you lure*; 
Where foxes, geese: you are no surer, no. 
Than is the coal of fire upon the ice, 

Or hailstone in the sun. Your virtue is, ito 
To make him worthy whose offence subdues 
him, 

And curse that justice did it Who deserves 
greatness 

Deserves your hate; and your affections are 
A sick man's appetite, who desires most that 1S4 
Which would increase hit evil. He that depends 
Upon your favours swims with fins of lead 
And hews down oaks with rushes. Hang ye! 
Trust ye? 

With every minute you do change a mind, in 
And call him noble that was now your hate, 
Him vile that was your garland. What’s the 
matter. 

That in these several places of the city 
You cry against the noble senate, who, 19a 
Under the gods, keep you in awe, which else 
Would feed on one another? What’s their seek¬ 
ing? 

Men. For com at their own rates; whereof 
they say 

The city is well stor’d. 

Mar. Hang ’em! They say! 196 

They’ll sit by the fire, and presume to know 
What’s done i’ the Capitol: who’s like to rise. 
Who thrives, and who declines; side factions, 
and give out 

Conjectural marriages; making parties strong, 
Ana feebling such as stand not in their liking. 
Below their cobbled shoes. They say there s 
grain enough! sea 

Would the nobility lay aside their rath. 

And let me use my sword, I’d make a quarry 
With thousands of these quarter’d slaves, as 
high soj 

As I could pick my lance. 

Men. Nay, these are almost thoroughly per¬ 
suaded; 

For though abundantly they lack discretion, aos 
Yet are they passing cowardly. But, I beseech 
you. 

What says the other troop? 

Mar. They are dissolv'd: hang em! 

They said they were an-hungry; sigh’d forth 
proverbs: 

That hunger broke stone walls; that dogs must 
eat; aia 

That meat was made for mouths; that the gods 
sent not 

Com for the rich men only. With these shreds 
They vented their complainings; which being 
. answer’d, 

And a petition granted them, a strange one,— 
To break the heart of generosity, *17 

And make bold power look pale,—they threw 
their ceps 

At they would them on the horn* o’ the 
moon, 

Shouting their emulation. , _ % 

Men. What is granted them? 

Mar. Five tribunes to defend their vulgar 
wisdoms, *** 


Of their own choice: one’s Junius Brutus, 
Sidnius Velutus, and I know not—'Sdeatnl 
The rabble should have first unroof’d the city, 
Ere so prevail’d with me; it will in time asj 

Win upon power, and throw forth greater 
themes 

For insurrection’s arguing. 

Men. This is strange. 

Mar. Go; get you home, you fragments! ut 

Enter a Messenger, hastily. 

Mess. Where's Caius Mardus? 

Mar. Here: what’s the matter? 

Mess. The news is, sir, the Voisces are in 
arms. 

Mar. I am glad on't; then we shall ha’means 
to vent 

Our musty superfluity. See, our best elders. 33a 

Enter cominius, Tmrs Laanus, and other Sc- .»- 
tors; juntos hrutus and stontos velutus. 
First Sen. Marcias, 'tis true that you have 
lately told us: 

The Vobcee are in arms. 

Mar. They have a leader, 

Tullus Aufldius, that will put you to’L 
I sin in envying his nobility, » 3 * 

And were Ianything but what I am, 

I would wish me only be. 

Com. You have fought together. 

Mar. Were half to half the world by the ears, 
and he 

Upon my party, Fd revolt, to make uo 
Only my wars with him: he is a lion 
That I am proud to hunt. 

First Sen. Then, worthy Mardus, 

Attend upon Comlnlus to these wars. 

Cam. It is your former promise. 

Mar. Sir. it is; 144 

And I am constant Titus Lartius, thou 
Shalt see me once more strike at Tuffus* face. 
Whatl art thou stiff? stand'st out? 

Tit. No, Caius Mardus; 

I’ll lean upon one cratch and fight with 
t’other, 34* 

Ere stay behind this business. 

Men. Ol true-bred. 

First Sen. Your company to rite Capitol; 
where I know 

Our greatest friends attend us. 

Tit. [To comdous.] Lead you on: 

[To max crus.] Follow Comlnlus; we must fol¬ 
low you; 353 

First Sen. t To the Citizens.] Hence! to your 
homes! be gone. 

Mar. Nay, let than follow: 

The Volscaa have much corn; take them tmta 
thither 

To gnaw their gamers. Worshipful mutln e ra , 
Your valour puts weB forth; pray, follow. 357 
[Exeunt Senators, comdous, makcius, Trrux, 
and mendqub. Citizens steal away. 
Sic. Was ever man so proud as is this Mar- 
dus? 



CORIOLANUS 704 (acti 


Bru. He h» no equal. 

Sic. When we were chosen tribunes for the 
people,— 160 

Bru. Mark'd you his Bp and eyes? 

Sic. Nay, but his taunts. 

Bru. Being mov’d, he will not spare to gird 
the gods. 

Sic. Bemock the modest moon. 

Bru. The present wan devour him; ne is 
grown 164 

Too proud to be so valiant. 

Sic. Such a nature. 

Tickled with good success, disdains the shadow. 
Which he treads on at noon. But I do wonder 
His insolence can brook to be commanded 268 
Under Co mini us, 

Bru. Fame, at the which he aims, 

In whom already he is well grac’d, cannot 
Better be held nor more attain’d than by 
A place below the first; for what miscarries 27s 
Shall be the general’s fault, though he perform 
To the utmost of a man; and giddy censure 
Will then cry out of Marcius ‘01 if be 
Had borne the business.’ 

Sic. Besides, if things go well, 276 

Opinion, that so sticks on Marcius, shall 
Of his demerits rob Cominius. 

Bru. Come: 

Half all Cominius’ honours are to Marcius, 
Though Marcius earn'd them not; and all his 
faults 2*0 

To Marcius shall be honours, though indeed 
In aught he merit not. 

Sic. Let’s hence and hear 

How the dispatch is made; and in what fashion. 
More than bis singularity, he goes 2S4 

Upon this present action. 

Bru. Let’s along. [Exeunt. 

Scene H. — CorioU. The Senate-house. 
Enter tullus aufidius and Senators. 

First Sen. So, your opinion is, Aufidius, 
That they of Rome are enter'd in our counsels, 
And know how we proceed. 

Auf. Is it not yours? 

What ever have been thought on in this state, 4 
That could be brought to bodily act ere Rome 
Had circumvention? 'Tis not four days gone 
Since I heard thence; these are the words: I 
think 

I have the letter here; yes, here it Is. * 

They have press'd a power, but it is not known 
Whether for east, or west: the dearth is great; 
The people mutinous; and it is rumour'd, 
Cominius, Marcius, your old enemy ,— ta 

Who is of Rome worse hated than of you ,— 
And Titus Lartius, a most valiant Roman, 

These three lead on this preparation 
Whither ’tis bent: most likely 'tis for you: 16 
Consider of it. 

First Sen. Our army's in the field: 

We never yet made doubt but Rome was ready 
To answer us. 

Auf. Nor did you think it foDy 
To keep your great pretences veil’d till when 20 


They needs must show themselves; which in 

the hatching. 

It seem'd, appear'd to Rome. By the discovery 
We shall be shorten'd In our aim, which was 
To take in many towns ere almost Rome 24 
Should know we were afoot. 

Sec. Sen. Noble Aufidius, 

Take your commission: hie you to your bands; 
Let us alone to guard Corioli: 

If they set down before’s, for the remove 28 
Bring up youT army; but, I think you'll find 
They've not prepared for us. 

Auf. O! doubt not that; 

I speak from certainties. Nay, more; 

Some parcels of their power are forth already, 32 
And only hitherward. I leave your honours. 
If we and Caius Marcius chance to meet, 

’Tis sworn between us we shall ever strike 
Till one can do no more. 

All. The gods assist you! 3* 

Auf. And keep your honours safe! 

First Sen. Farewell. 

Sec. Sen. Farewell. 

All. Farewell. [Exeunt. 

Scene HI.— Rome. A Room in marous’s 
House. 

Enter volumnia and virgilia: they set them 
down on two low stools and sew. 

Vol. I pray you, daughter, sing; or express 
yourself in a more comfortable sort, if my son 
were my husband, I would freelier rejoice in that 
absence wherein he won honour than in the 
embracements of his bed where he would show 
most love. When yet he was but tender-bodied 
and the only son of my womb, when youth with 
comeliness plucked ail gaze his way, when for a 
day of kings’ entreaties a mother should not sell 
him an hour from her beholding, I, considering 
how honour would become such a person, that 
it was no better than picture-like to hang by the 
wall, if renown made it not stir, was pleased to 
let him seek danger where he was like to find 
fame. To a cruel war I sent him; from whence 
he returned, his brows bound with oak. I tell 
thee, daughter, I sprang not more in joy at first 
hearing he was a man-child than now in first 
seeing he had proved himself a man. <9 

Vir. But had he died in the business, madam; 
how then? 

Vol. Then, his good report should have been 
my son; I therein would have found issue. Hear 
me profess sincerely: had I a dozen sons, each 
in my love alike, and none less dear than thine 
and my good Marcius, I had rather had eleven 
die nobly for their country than one voluptu¬ 
ously surfeit out of action. >* 

Enter a Gentlewoman. 

Gen. Madam, the Lady Valeria is come to 
visit you. 

Vir. Beseech you, give me leave to retire 

myself. 

Vol Indeed, you shall not. 5 * 

Methinks 1 hear hither your husband’s drim, 



sextain] 


70S 


CORIOLANUS 


See him pluck Aufidius down by the hair, Val. You would be another Penelone; yet, 
Ax children from a bear, the Volsces shunning they say, all the yarn she spun in Ulysses 

5 did but fill Ithaca full of moths. Come; 


him: 


absence c 


Methinks I see Mm stamp thus, and call thus: 

* Come on, you cowards 1 you were got in fear, 

Though you were born in Rome.’ His bloody 
brow 

With his mail’d hand then wiping, forth he goes. 

Like to a harvestman that’s task’d to mow 40 
Or all or lose his hire. 

Vir. His bloody brow! O Jupiter 1 no blood. 

Vol. Away, you fool lit more becomes a man 
Than gilt his trophy: the breasts of Hecuba, 44 came news from him last night. 

When she did suckle Hector, look’d not lovelier Vir. Indeed, madam! 

Than Hector’s forehead when it spit forth blood Val. In earnest, it’s true: I heard a senator 

At Grecian swords, contemning. Tell Valeria speak it. Thus it is: The Volsces have an army 
We are fit to bid her welcome. 4 » forth; against whom Cominius the general is 

[Exit Gentlewoman, gone, with one part of our Roman power: your 
Vir. Heavens bless my lord from fell Aufidius! ford and Titus Lartius are set down before their 
Vol. He’ll beat Aufidius' head below his knee, city Corioli; they nothingdoubt prevailing and 

to make it brief wan. This is true, on mine 


I would your cambric wen sensible as your 
finger, that you might leave pricking it for pity. 
Come, you shall go with us. 97 

Vir. No, good madam, pardon me; indeed, I 
will not forth. 

Val. In truth, la, go with me; and I'll tell 
you excellent news of your husband. 101 

Vir. O, good madam, there can be none yet. 
Val. Verily, I do not jest with you; them 
' 104 


And tread upon his neck. 

Re-enter Gentlewoman, with Valeria and 
an Usher. 

Val. My ladies both, good day to you. ss 
Vol. Sweet madam. 

Vir. I am glad to see your ladyship. 

Val. How do you both? you are manifest 
housekeepers. What are you sewing here? A 
fine spot, in good faith. How does your little 
son? 5 ® 

Vir. I thank your ladyship; well, good 
madam. 

Vol. He had rather see the swords and hear 
a drum, than look upon his schoolmaster. 61 
Val. O’my word, the father’s son; I'U swear 
’tis a very pretty boy. O’ my troth, I looked 
upon him o* Wednesday half an hour together: 
he has such a confirmed countenance. I saw 
him run after a gilded butterfly; and when he 
caught it, he let it go again; and after it again; 
and over and over he comes, and up again: 
catched it again: or whether his fall enraged 
him, or how ’twas, he did so set his teeth and 
tear it; Ol I warrant, how he mammocked its 
Vol. One on’s father’s moods. Ts 

Val. Indeed, la, ’tis a noble child. 

Vir. A crack, madam. 

Val. Come, lay aside your stltchery; I must 
have you play the idle huswife with me this 
afternoon. .... . . 

Vir. No, good madam; I will not out of 
doors. 

Val. Not out of doors 1 


honour: and so, I pray, go with us. 113 
Vir. Give me excuse, good madam; I will 
obey you in every thing hereafter. 

Vol. Let her alone, lady; as she is now she 
will but disease our better mirth. 117 

Val. In troth, I think she would. Fare you 
well then. Come, good sweet lady. Prithee, 
Virgilia, turn thy solemness out 0’ door, and go 
along with us. tat 

Vir. No, at a word, madam; indeed I must 
not. I wish you much mirth. 

Val. Well then, farewell. (.Exeunt. 

Scene IV.— Before Corioli. 

Enter, with drum and colours, marcius, TITUS 
lartius, Officers, and Soldiers. To them a 
Messenger. 

Mar. Yonder comes news: a wager they have 
met. 

hart. My horse to yours, no._ 

Mar. Tis done. 

hart. , , Agreed. 

Mar. Say, has our general met the enemy? 
Mess. They lie in view, but have not spoke 
as yet. 4 

hart. So the good horse is mine. 

Mar. I’U buy him of you. 

hart. No, I'll nor sell nor give him; lend you 
him I will 

For half a hundred years. Summon the town. 
Mar. How far off lie these armies? 

Mess. Within this mile and half. S 

Mar. Then shall we hear their ’lanim, and 


Vol. She shall, she shall. they ours. , , ,_ 

Vir. Indeed, no, by your patience; m not Now, Mars, I prithee, make us quick in work, 
over the threshold tm my lord return from the That we with smoking swords may march from 
wars hcncc, 

Vol. Fiet you confine yourself most tm- To help our fielded friends 1 Come, Wow thy 


reasonably. Come; you must go visit the good 
lady that lies in, , ,,, 

Vir. I will wish her speedy strength, and visit 
her with my prayers; but I cannot go thither. 
Vol. Why, I pray you? 

Fir, Tis not to save labour, nor that I want 
love. »* 


blast 

A Parley sounded. Enter, on the Walls, two 
Senators, and Others. 

Tullus Aufidius, is he within your walls? 

First Sen. No, nor a man that fetus you kas 
than he. 
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That’s lesser than ■ little. Huk, onr drama 
[Drums afar off. 
Axe bringing forth onr youth: we'll break our 
walls. 

Rather than they ihall pound us up : our gates. 
Which yet seem shut, we have but pbm’d with 
rushes; 

They’ll open of themselves. Hark you, fhxaffl 
[Alarum afar off. 
There is Aufidius: Hit, what work he makes 20 
Amongst your cloven army. 

Mar. OI they axe at HI 

Lari. Their noise be our instruction. Lad¬ 
ders, hoi 

Tha Volsces enter, and pass oyer the stage. 
Mar. They fear us not, but issue forth their 
city. 

Now put your shields before your hearts, and 
fight 34 

With hearts more proof than shields. Advance, 
brave Titus: 

They do rilminin us much beyond our thoughts, 
Who makes me sweat with wrath. Come on, 
my fellows: 

He that retires, m take him for a Volece, at 
And he shall feel mine edge. 

Alarum. The Romans ore beaten back la their 
trenches. Re-enter makous. 

Mar. All the contagion of the south light on 
you. 

You shames of Rome! you herd of—Boils ami 
plagues 

Plaster you o'er, that you may be abhorr’d 3a 
Further than seen, and one infect another 
Against the wind a mile! You souls of geese. 
That bear the shapes of men, how have you run 
From slaves that apes would beat! Pluto and 
belli 3« 

AH hurt behind; backs red, and faces pale 
With flight and agu’d fear! Mend ana charge 
home. 

Or, by the fires of heaven. I'll leave the (be 
And make my wars on you; look to't: come on; 
If you’ll stud fast, weH beat them to their 
wives, 41 

As they us to our trenches follow'd. 

Another alarum. The Volsces and Romans re¬ 
enter, and the fight is renewed. The Volsces 
retire into Corioli, and MAKCtus follows them 
to the gates. 

So, now the gates are ope: now prove good 
seconds: 

Us for the followers Fortune widens them, 44 
Not for the fliers: mark me, and do the like, 
[He enters the gates. 
First Sol. Foolhardiness! not L 
Sec. Sol NorL 

[maxcxus is shut in. 
Third SoL See, they have shut him in. 

All. To the pot, I warrant him. 

[Alarum continues. 
Re-enter TTTUS IAKTIU*. 

I ar t. What is become of Marrius? 


AU. Slain, sir, doubtless. 4* 

First SoL Following the fliers at the very 
heels. 

With than he enters; who, upon the sudden, 
Clapp’d-to their gates; he is himself alone. 

To answer all the city. 

Lart. O noble fellow 1 ja 

Who, sensibly, outdares his senseless sword. 
And, when it bows, stands up. Thou art left, 
Marcias: 

A carbuncle entire, as big as thou art. 

Were not so rich a jewel. Thou wast a soldier 
Even to Cato’s wish, not fierce and terrible S7 
Only in strokes; but, with thy grim looks and 
The thunder-like percussion of thy sounds, 
Thou mad’st thine enemies shake, as if the 
world so 

Were feverous and did tremble. 

Re-enter makcius, bleeding, assaulted by 
the enemy. 

First SoL Lock, sir! 

Lart. O! ’tis Mardusl 

La’s fetch him off, or make remain alike. 

[They fight, and all enter the city. 

Scans V. — Corioli. A Street. 

Enter certain Romans, with spoils. 

First Rom. This will I carry to Rome. 

Sec. Rom. And I this. 

Third Rom. A murrain on’t! I took this for 
silver. [Alarum continues still afar off. 

Enter makcius and titus laktius, with a 
trumpet. 

Mar. See here these movers that do prize 
their hours 4 

Atacrack’ddrachme! Cushions, lea den spoons, 
Irons of a doit, doublets that hangmen would 
Bury with those that wore them, these base 
slaves, 

Ere yet the fight be done, pack up. Down with 
than! * 

And hark, what noise the general makes! To 
him! 

There is the man of my soul's hate, Aufidius, 
Piercing our Romans: then, valiant Titus, take 
Convenient numbers to make good the city, is 
Whilst I, with those that have the spirit, will 
haste 

To help Cominius. 

Lart. Worthy sir, thou bieed'st; 

Thy exercise hath been too violent 
For a second course of fight. 

Mar. Sir, praise me not; i« 

My work hath yet not warm'd me: flu* you 
well: 

The blood I drop is rather physical 
Than dangerous to me: to Aufidius thus 
I will appear, and fight. 

Lart. Now the fair goddess. Fortune, so 
Fall deep in love with thee; and her great charms 
Misguide thy opposen’ swords! Bold gentle¬ 
man, 

ProsDontv be thv nans! 
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Mar. Thy Mend no lest 

Than those she place* highest! So, farewell. 14 
Lart. Thou worthiest Marcius!— 

[Exit maroos. 

Go, sound thy trumpet in the market-place; 
Call thither all the officers of the town. 

Where they shall know our mind. Away! 28 

[Exeunt. 

Scene VL —Near the Camp of coMtNnis. 

Enter comjnius and Forcer, retreating. 
Com. Breathe you, my Mends: well fought; 
we are come off 

Like Romans, neither foolish in our stands. 
Nor cowardly in retire: believe me, sirs, 

We shall be charg’d again. Whiles we have 
struck, 4 

By interims and conveying gusts we have heard 
The charges of our Menas. Ye Roman gods! 
lead their su c cesses as we wish our own. 

That both our powers, with smiling fronts en¬ 
countering, 8 

May give you tbankftd sacrifice. 

Enter a M es s e n g er . 

Thy news? 

Mess. The citizens at Corioli have issu’d. 
And given to Lardus and to Marcius battle: 

1 saw our party to their trenches driven, 12 
And then I came away. 

Com. Though thou speak’st truth, 

Mcthinlts thou speak’st not well. How long is t 
since? 

Mess. Above an hour, my lord. 

Com. Tis not a mile; briefly we heard their 
drums: «6 

How couldst thou in a mile confound an hour. 
And bring thy news so late? 

Mess. Spies of the Volsces 

Held me in chase, that I was forc'd to wheel 
Three or four miles about; else had I, sir, so 
Half an hour since brought my report. 

Com. Who's yonder. 

That does appear'as he were flay’d? O gods! 
He has the stamp of Marcius; and 1 have 
Before-time seen Mm thus. 

Mrrr. [ Within .1 Come I too late? *4 

Com. The shepherd knows not thunder from 
a tabor. 

More than I know the sound of Marcius tongue 
From every meaner man. 

filter HAJtCRJt. 

Mar. Come I too late? 

Com. Ay, if you oome not in the blood of 
others, *® 

But mantled in your own. 

Mar. O !let me dip ye 

In arms as sound as when I woo’d, in heart 
As merry as when our nuptial day was done. 
And tapers bunt’d to bedward. 

■ Com. Flower of warriors, js 

How ist with Titus Lardus? 

Mar. As with a man busied about decrees: 
Condemning some to d e ath , and some to exile; 


Ransoming Mm, or pitying, threat’ning the 
other; 3« 

Holding Corioli in the name of Rome, 

Even like a fawning greyhound in the leash. 
To let him slip at wifi. 

Com. Where is that slave 

Which told me they had beat you to your 
trenches? 40 

Where is he? Call him hither. 

Mar. Let him alone; 

He did inform the truth: but for our gentlemen, 
The common file—a plague! tribunes for 
them!— 

The mouse ne’er shunn’d the cat as they did 
budge 44 

From rascals worse than they. 

Com. But how prevail’d you? 

Mar. Will the time serve to tell? I do not 
think. 

Where is the enemy? Are you lords o’the field? 
If not, why cease you till you are so? 48 

Com. Mardus, we have at disadvantage 

fought. 

And did retire to win our purpose. 

Mar. How lies their battle? Know you on 
which side 

They have plac’d their men of trust? 

Com. As I guess, Mardus, 32 

Their bands 1 ’ the vaward are the Antiates, 

Of their best trust; o’er them Aufidius, 

Their very heart of hope. 

Mar. 1 do beseech you. 

By all the battles wherein we have fought, js 
By the blood we have shed together, by the vows 
We have made to endure friends, that you 
directly 

Set me against Aufidius and his Antiates; 

And that you not delay the present, but, <0 
Filling the air with swords advanc’d and darts. 
We prove this very hour. 

Com. Though I could wish 

You were conducted to a gentle bath. 

And balms applied to you, yet dare I never <4 
Deny your asking: take your choice of those 
That best can aid your action. 

Mar. Those are they 

That most are willing. If any such be here— 
As it were sin to doubt—that love this painting 
Wherein you see me smear’d; If any rear 69 
Lesser his person than an ill report; 

If any think brave death outweighs bad life. 
And that bis country’s dearer than himself ;w 
Let him, alone, or so many so minded. 

Wave thus, to express his disposition. 

And follow Mardus. 

[They all shout, and wane their swords; 
take him up 61 their arms, and cast up 
their cats. 

Ol me alone? Make you a sword of me? 7* 
If these shows be not outward, which of you 
But is four Volsces? None of you but is 
Able to bear against the great Aufidius 
A shield as hard as his. A certain number, 80 
Though thanks to all, must I select item all: 
the rest 

Shall bear the business In some other fight. 
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Ai cause will be obey’d. Please you to march; 
And four shall q delay draw out my command. 
Which men are best Inclin’d. 

Com. March on, my fellows: 8 s 

Make good this ostentation, and you shall 
Divide in all with us, [Exeunt. 

Scene VO.— The Cates of Corioli. 
tttus lartius, tuning set a guartl upon cowou, 
going with drum and trumpet towards cOMSNtm 
and caius marcius, enters with a Lieutenant, 
a party of Soldiers, and a Scout. 

Lart. So; let the ports be guaided: keep your 
duties. 

As I have set them down. If I do send, dispatch 
Those centuries to our aid; the rest will serve 
For a short holding; if we lose the held, 4 
We cannot keep the town. 

Lieu. Fear not our care, sir. 

Lart. Hence, and shut your gates upon us. 
Our gulder, come; to the Roman camp conduct 
us. [ Exeunt. 

SCENE VIH.— A Field of Battle between the 
Roman and the Volscian Camps. 

Alarum. Enter from opposite sides marcius 
and AUFtdhjs. 

Mar. I’ll fight with none but thee; for I do 
hate thee 

Worse than r promise-breaker. 

Auf. We hate alike; 

Not Afric owns a serpent I abhor 
More than thy fame and envy. Fix thy foot. 4 
Mar. Let the first budger die the other’s 
slave, 

And the gods doom him after! 

Auf. If I fly, Marcius, 

Halloo me like a hare. 

Mar. Within these three hours, Tullus, 8 
Alone I fought in your Corioli walls. 

And made what work I pleas’d; ’tis not my 
Mood 

Wherein thou seest me mask’d; for thy revenge 
Wrench up thy power to the highest 
Auf. Wert thou the Hector 12 

That was the whip of your bragg'd progeny. 
Thou shouldst not 'scape me here.— 

[They fight, and certain Volsces come to the 
aid of auitoius. 
Officious, and not valiant, you have sham'd me 
In your condemned seconds. 16 

[Exeunt fighting, all driven in by MARCIUS. 

Scene IX.— The Roman Camp. 

Alarum. A retreat sounded. Flourish. Enter 
from one side, comjnius and Romans; from 
the other side, MARCIUS, with his arm in a scarf, 
and other Romans. 

Com. It I should tell thee o’ex this thy day’s 
work, 

Thou’lt not believe thy deeds: but I'll report it 
Where senators shall mingle tears with smiles. 
Where great patricians shau att*ndjtnd ihrug,_ 


And, gladly quak’d, bear more; where the dull 
Tribunes, 

That, with the fluty plebeians, hate thine 
honours. 

Shall say, against their hearts, s 

‘We thank the gods our Rome bath such a 
soldier!' 

Yet cam’st thou to a morsel of this feast. 
Having fully din’d before. 

Enter Trrus lartius, with his power, from 
the pursuit. 

Lart. O general. 

Here is the steed, we the caparison: 12 

Hadst thou beheld— 

Mar. Pray now, no more: my mother, 
Who has a charter to extol her blood. 

When she does praise me grieves me. I have 
done 

As you have done; that's what I can; induc’d 
As you have been; that’s tor my country: n 
He that has but effected his good will 
Hath overta’en mine act. 

Com. You shall not be 

The grave of your deserving; Rome musi Lnow 
The value of her own: ’twere a concealment 21 
Worse than a theft, no less than a traducement. 
To hide your doings; and to silence that. 
Which, to the spire and topof praises vouch’d. 
Would seem but modest. Therefore, I beseech 
you,— 25 

In sign of what you are, not to reward 
What you have done,—-before our army hear 
me. 

Mar. I have some wounds upon me, and they 
smart 28 

To hear themselves remember’d. 

Com. Should they not. 

Well might they fester ’gainst ingratitude. 

And tent themselves with death. Of all the 
horses, 

Whereof we have ta’eu good, and good store, of 
. all 32 

The treasure, in this field achiev’d and dty, 
We render you the tenth; to be ta’en forth, 
Before the common distribution. 

At your only choice. 

Mar. I thank you, general; 38 

But cannot make my heart consent to take 
A bribe to pay my sword; I do refuse it; 

And stand upon my common part with those 
That have beheld the doing. 4° 

[A long flourish. They all ay ‘Marcius! 
Marcius I * cast up their caps and lances; 
cominius and lartius stand bare. 
Mar. May these same instruments, which 
you profane. 

Never sound morel When drums and trumpets 
shall 

F the field prow flatterers, let courts and cities 
be 

Made all of fabe-facM soothing! 44 

When steel grows soft as is the parasite’s silk. 
Let Mm be made a coverture for the want 
No more, ! say t For Oat I have not wash’d 
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Which, without cote, here's many eke have 
done, 49 

You shout me forth 
In acclamations hyperbolical; 

As if l lov'd my little should be dieted sa 

In praises sauc’d with lies. 

Com. Too modest are you: 

More cruel to your good report than grateful 
To us that give you truly. By your patience. 
If 'gainst youtseif you be incens’d, we'li put you. 
Like one that means his proper harm, in 

manacles, 57 

Then reason safely with you. Therefore, be it 
known. 

As to us, to all the world, that Caius Marcius 
Wears this war’s garland; in token of the which. 
My noble steed, known to the camp, I give him. 
With ali his trim belonging; and from this time. 
For what he did before Corioli, call him, 

\\ ith all the applause and clamour of tne host, 
caius marcius coriolanus 1 Bear 65 

The addition nobly everl 
All. Caius Marcius Coriolanus I 

1 ,Flourish. Trumpets sound, and drums. 
will go wash: 68 

And when my face is fair, you shall perceive 
Whether I blush, or no: howbeit, 1 thank you. 
I mean to stride your steed, and at all times 
To undercrest your good addition 72 

To the fairness of my power. 

Com. So, to our tent; 

Where, ere we do repose us, we will write 
To Home of our success. You, Titus Tardus, 
Must to Corioli back: send us to Rome 76 
The best, with whom we may articulate. 

For their own good and ours. 

Lart. I shall, my lord. 

Cor. The gods begin to mock me. I, that now 
Refus’d most princely gifts, am bound to beg 80 
Of my lord general. 

Com. Take It;’tis yours. What k’t? 

Cor. I sometime lay here in Corioli 
At a poor man’s house; he us’d me kindly: 
He cried to me: I saw him prisoner; 84 
But then Aufidms was within my view, 

And wrath o’erwheim’d my pity: I request you 
To give my poor host freedom. 

Com. O! well begg’d! 

Were he the butcher of my son, he should 88 
Be free as is the wind. Deliver him, Titus. 
Lart. Marcius, his name? 

Cor. By lupiter! forgot, 

t am weary; yea, my memory is tir’d. 

Have we no wine here? 

Com. Go we to our tent: 9s 

The blood upon your visage dries; ’tis time 
It should be look’d to: come. [Exeunt. 

Scene X. — The Camp of the Volsces. 

A Flourish. Comets. Enter tullus auhdius, 
bloody, with two or three Soldiers. 

Auf. The town is ta’enl 
First Sol. 'Twill be deliver'd beck on good 
condition. 

Auf. Condition! 


I would I were a Roman; for I cannot, 4 
Being a Volsce, be that I am. Condition! 
What good condition can a treaty find 
I’ the part that is at mercy? Five times, Marcius, 
I have fought with thee; so often hast thou beat 
me, 8 

And wouldst do so, I think, should we encounter 
As often as we eat. By the elements. 

If e’er again I meet him beard to beard, 

He is mine, or I am his; mine emulation is 
Hath not that honour in’t it had; for where 
I thought to crush him in an equal force— 
True sword to sword—I'll potch at him some 
way 

Or wrath or craft may get him. 

First Sol. He’s the devil. 16 

Auf. Bolder, though not so subtle. My 
valour’s poison *d 

With only suffering stain by him; for him 
Shall fly out of itself. Nor sleep nor sanctuary. 
Being naked, sick, nor fane nor Capitol, so 
The prayers of priests, nor times of sacrifice, 
Embarquements all of fury, shall lift up 
Their rotten privilege and custom 'gainst 
My hate to Marcius. Where 1 find him, were it 
At home, upon my brother's guard, even there 
Against the hospitable canon, would I 
Wash my fierce hand in’s heart. Go you to the 
city; 

Learn how ’tk held, and what they are that 
must s 8 

Be hostages for Rome. 

First Sol. Will not you go? 

Auf. I am attended at the cypress grove: I 
pray you— 

’Tis south the city mills—bring me word thither 
How the world goer, that to the pace of it 32 
I may spur on my journey. 

First Sol. 1 shall, sir. [ Exeunt. 

ACT n 

Scene I.— Rome. A Public Place. 

Enter MENENIUS, SK3NIUS, and BRUTUS. 
Men. The augurer tells me we shall have 
news to-night 
Bru. Good or bad? 

Men. Not according to the prayer of the 
people, for they love not Marcius. s 

Sic. Nature teaches beasts to know their 
friends. 

Men. Pray you, who does the wolf love? 8 
Sic. The lamb. 

Men. Ay, to devour him; at the hungry 
plebeians would the noble Marcius. 

Bru. He’s a lamb indeed, that baee like a 
bear. 13 

Men. He’s a bear indeed, that lives like a 
lamb. You two are old men; tell me one thing 
that I shall ask you. 16 

3&J Wen.sk. 

Men. In what enormity is Match* poor in, 
that you two have not in abundance? 

Bru. He’s poor in no one fault, but stored 
with aO. at 
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Sic. Especially in pride. 

Bru. And topping all others in boasting. 
Men. This is strange now: do you two know 
how you are censured here in the city, 1 mean 
of us o’ the right-hand file? Do you? as 
Both. Why, how are we censured? 

Men. Because you talk of pride now,—Will 
you not be angry? 

Both. Well, well, sir; well. jo 

Men. Why, ’tls no great matter; for a very 
little thief of occasion will rob you of a great 
deal of patience: give your dispositions the 
reins, and be angry at your pleasures; at the 
least, if you take it as a pleasure to you in 
being so. You blatue Marcius for being proud? 
Bru. We do it not alone, sir. 37 

Men. I know you can do very little alone; 
for your helps are many, or else your actions 
would grow wondrous: your abilities are 
too infant-like, for doing much alone. You talk 
of pride: Ol that you could turn your eyes 
towards the napes of your necks, and make but 
an interior survey of your good selves. Ol that 
you could. 41 

Bru. What then, sir? 

Men. Why, then you should discover a brace 
of unmeriting, proud, violent, testy magis¬ 
trates—alias fools—as any in Rome. 49 

Sic. Menenius, you are known well enough 
too. 

Men. I am known to be a humorous patri¬ 
cian, and one that loves a cup of hot wine with 
not a drop of allaying Tiber in't; said to be 
something imperfect in favouring the first com¬ 
plaint; hasty and tinder-like upon too trivia] 
motion; one that converses more with the but¬ 
tock of the night than with the forehead of the 
morning. What I think I utter, and spend my 
malice in my breath. Meeting two such weals- 
men as you are,—I cannot call you Lycurguses, 
—if the drink you give me touch my palate 
adversely, I make a crooked face at it. I cannot 
say your worship* have delivered the matter 
well when I find the ass in compound with the 
major part of your syllables; and though 1 
must be content to bear with those that say you 
are reverend grave men, yet they lie deadly that 
tell you have good faces. If you see this In the 
map of my microcosm, follows it that I am 
known well enough too? What harm can your 
blsson conspectuities glean out of this character, 
if I be known well enough too? 73 

Bru. Come, sir, come, we know you weU 
enough. 

Men. You know neither me, yourselves, nor 
anything. You are ambitious for poor knaves' 
cap* ana legs: you wear out a good wholesome 
forenoon in hearing a cause between an orange- 
wife and a fosset-seller, and then rejourn the 
controversy of three-pence to a second day of 
audience. When you are hearing a matter be¬ 
tween party and party, if you chance to be 
pinched with the colic, you make faces like 
mum mers, set up dm bloody flag against ail 
patience, and, in roaring for a chamber-pot, die- 
mlM Ihe controversy bleeding, the more en¬ 


tangled by your hearing; ail the peace you make 
in their cause is, calling both the parties knaves. 
You are a pair of strange ones. 90 

Bru. Come, come, you are well understood 
to be a perfecter giber for the table than a 
necessary bencher in the Capitol. 93 

Men. Our very priests must become mockers 
if they shall encounter such ridiculous subjects 
as you are. When you speak best unto the 
purpose it is not worth the wagging of your 
beards; and your beards deserve not so honour¬ 
able a grave as to stuff a botcher’s cushion, or 
to be entombed in an ass's pack-saddle. Yet you 
must be saying Marcius is proud; who, in a 
cheap estimation, is worth ail your predecessors 
since Deucalion, though perad venture some of 
the best of’em were hereditary hangmen. Good 
den to your worships; more of your conversa¬ 
tion would infect my brain, being the herdsmen 
of the beastly plebeians: I will be bold to take 
my leave of you. 1 brutus and sicinius go aside. 


Enter volumnia, vbigiua, and Valeria. 
How now, my as fair as noble ladies,—and the 
moon, were she earthly, no nobler,—whither 
do you follow your eyes so fast? ::: 

Vol. Honourable Menenius, my boy Marcius 
approaches; for the love of Juno, let’s go. 

Men. Ha! Marcius coming home? 

Vol. Ay, worthy Menenius; and with most 
prosperous approbation. 116 

Men. Take my cap, Jupiter, and I thank 
thee. Hool Marcius coming home! 

V&l } ^ ay ’ '*** tn “- 

Vol. Look, here’s a letter from him; the 
state hath another, his wife another; and, I 
think, there’s one at home for you. 

Men. I will make my very house reel to¬ 
night. A letter for met 124 

Vir. Yes, certain, there's a letter for you; 
I saw it. 

Men. A letter for me! It gives me an estate 
of seven years’ health; in which time I wifi 
make a lip at the physician: the most sovereign 
prescription in Galen it butempiricutic, and, to 
this preservative, of no better report than n 
horse-drench. Is he not wounded? he was wont 
to come home wounded. 133 

Vir. Oi no, no, no. 

Vol. O the is wounded, I thank the gods for’t. 

Men. So do I too, if it be not too much. 
Brings a' victory in bis pocket? The wounds 
become him. 

Vol. On’s brows, Menenius; he comes the 
third time home with the oaken garland. > 4 ° 

Men. Has be disciplined Aufidius soundly? 

Vol. Titus Lartius writes they fought to¬ 
gether, but Aufidius got off. U 3 

Men. And *twas time for him too. I’ll war¬ 
rant him that; an he had stayed by him I would 
not have been so fldiused for ail the chests In 
Corioii, and the gold that’s in them. Is the 
senate possessed of this? 148 

Vol. Good ladies, let’s go. Yes, yes,yes; the 
senate ha* letters from the general, wherein he 
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give* my son the whole name of the war. He 
hath in this action outdone his former deeds 
doubly. i S3 

Val. In troth there's wondrous things spoke 
of him. 

Men. Wondrous lay, I warrant you, and not 
without his true purchasing. 137 

Vie. The gods grant diem true! 

Vol. True! pow, wow. 

Men. True! I'll be sworn they are true. 
Where is he wounded? [To lAeTribunes.] God 
save your good worships! Marcius is coming 
home: he has more cause to be proud. [ 7 o 
volumnta.] Where is he wounded? 164 

Vol. 1 ’ the shoulder, and i' the left arm: there 
will be large cicatrices to show the people when 
he shall stand for his place. He received in the 
repulse of Tarquin seven hurts i’ the body. 168 
Men. One i' the neck, and two i' the thigh, 
there’s nine that I know. 

Vol. He had, before this last expedition, 
twenty-five wounds upon him. 17a 

Men. Now, it’s twenty-seven: every gash was 
an enemy's grave. [A shout and flourish .] 
Hark I the trumpets. 

Vol. Theseare the ushers of Marcius: before 
him be carries noise, and behind him he leaves 
tears: 178 

Death, that dark spirit, in’s nervy arm doth lie; 
Which, being advanc’d, declines, and then men 
die. 

A Sennet. Trumpets sound. Enter cominius and 
TITUS larttus; between them, comolanus, 
crowned with an oaken garland ; with Captains, 
Soldiers, and a Herald. 

Her. Know, Rome, that all alone Marcius 
did fight 

Within Corioli gates: where he hath won. 
With fame, a name to Caius Marcius; these 
In honour follows Coriolanus. i *4 

Welcome to Rome, renowned Coriolanus! 

[ Flourish. 

A !!. Welcome toRome, renowned Coriolanus 1 
Cor. Nomoreof this; itdoes offend my heart: 
Pray now, no more. . , 

Com. Look, sir, your mother! 

Cor. Ol 

You have, I know, petition'd all the gods i*» 
For my prosperity. . [ Kneels. 

Vol. Nay, my good soldier, up; 

My gentle Marcius, worthy Caius, and 
By deed-achieving honour newly nam d,— 19a 
What is it?—Coriolanus must I call thee? 

But O! thy wife!— . , 

Cor. My gracious silence, tail! 

Wouldst thou have laugh'd had I come coffin d 

That weep’st to see me triumph? Ah! my dear. 
Such eyes the widows In Corioli wear, >»7 

And mothers that lack sons. 

Men. Now, the gods crown flreel 

• Cor. And live you yet? [To Valeria.] Omy 
sweet lady, pardon. , 

Vol. I know not whew to turn: OI welcome 


And welcome, general; and ye’re welcome all. 
Men. Ahuadred thousandwelcomcs.'Icould 
weep, 

And I could laugh; I am light, and heavy. Wel¬ 
come. 

A curse begnaw at very root on 'a heart 204 
That is not glad to see thee! You are three 
That Rome should dote on; yet, by the faith of 
men, 

We have some old crab-trees here at home that 
will not 

Be grafted to your relish. Yet, welcome, war¬ 
riors I 20* 

We call a nettle but a nettle, and 
The faults of fools but folly. 

Com. Ever right. 

Cor. Menenius, ever, ever. 

Her. Give way there, and go onl 
Cor. [To volumnia and Valeria.] Your 
hand, and youn: sis 

Ere in our own house I do shade my head, 
The good patricians must be visited; 

From whom I have receiv’d not only greetings. 
But with them change of honours. 

Vol. X have liv’d si« 

To see inherited my very wishes, 

And the buildings of my fancy: only 
There’s one thing wanting, which I doubt not 
but 

Our Rome will cast upon thee. 

Cor. Know, good mother, 220 

I had rather be their servant in my way 
Than sway with them in theirs. 

Com. On, to the Capitol! 

[Flourish. Comets. Exeunt in state, as 
before. The Tribunes remain. 
Bru. All tongues speak of him, and the 
bleared sights «4 

Are spectacled to see him: your prattling nurse 
Into a rapture lets her baby cry 
While she chats him: the kitchen malkin pins 
Her richest lockram ’bout her raechy neck, »s 
Clambering the walls to eye him: stalls, bulks, 
windows. 

Are smother’d up, leads fill’d, and ridges hors d 
With variable complexions, all agreeing 231 
In earnestness to see him: seld-shown fiamens 
Do press among the popular throngs, and puff 
To win a vulgar station: our veil'd dames 
Commit the war of white and d am a sk in 
Their nicely-gawded cheeks to the wanton spoil 
Of Phoebus’burning kisses: such a pother 237 
As if that whatsoever god who leads him 
Were silly crept into his human powers. 

And gave him graceful posture. 

Sic. On tbs sudden 240 

I warrant him consul. 

Bru. Then our office may. 

During his power, go sleep._ L .. 

Sic. He cannot temperately transport hit 
honours 

From where he should begin and end, but will 
Lose those he hath won. 

Bru. In that chore s comfort. 24s 

Sic. Doubt not, the commoners, for whom 
we stand. 
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Bat they upon their ancient malice will 
Forget with the least cause these his new 
honours, 248 

Which that he’ll give them, make I as little 
question 

As he is proud to do’t. 

Bru. 1 heard him swear. 

Were he to stand for consul, never would he 
Appear i' the market-piace, nor on him put 252 
The napless vesture of humility; 

Nor, showing, as the manner is, his wounds 
To the people, beg their stinking breaths. 

Sic. ’Tis right. 

Bru. It was bis word. O! he would miss it 
rather 256 

Than carry it but by the suit o’ the gentry to him 
And the desire of the nobles. 

Sic. I wish no better 

Than have him hold that purpose and to put it 
In execution. 

Bru. Tis most like he will. 260 
Sic. It shall be to him then, as our good wills, 
A sure destruction. 

Bru. So it must fall out 

To him or our authorities. For an end. 

We must suggest the people in what hatred 264 
He still hath held them; that to his power he 
would 

Have made them mules, silenc'd their pleaders, 
and 

Dispropertied their freedoms; holding them, 
In human action and capacity, s6S 

Of no more soul nor fitness for the world 
Than camels in the war; who have their provand 
Only for bearing burdens, and sore blows 
For l ink ing under 

Sic. This, as you say, suggested 273 

At some time when his soaring insolence 
Shall teach the pooplo—which t im e s ha ll not want. 
If he be put upon't; and that’s as easy 
As td set dogs on sheep—will be Us fire 276 
To kindle their dry stubble; and their blaze 
Shall darken him for ever. 


Enter a Messenger. 

Bru. What’s the matter? 

Men. You are sent for to the CapitoL ’Tie 
thought 

Hut Marcius shall be consul. 280 

The blind to hear him speak: rrutrenas^ung 
gloves. 

Ladies and maidi their scarfs and handkerchers 
Upon him as he pass’d; the nobles bended, 214 
As to Jove’s statue, and the commons made 
Ashowerand thunder with their caps and shouts: 
1 never saw the like. 

Bru. Let’s to die Capitol; 

And carry with us ears and eyes for the time, stl 
But hearts for the event. 

Sic. Have with you. [Exeunt. 


Scsni IL— The Seme. The CapitoL 
Enter two Officer* to lor aaUtme. 

Fieri Off. Come, come, they are almost here. 
How many stand for consulships? 


Sec. Off. Three, they say; but *tis thought of 
every one Coriolanus will carry it. 4 

first Off. That’s a brave fellow; but he’s 
vengeance proud, and loves not the common 
people, 7 

Sec. Off. Faith, there have been many great 
men that have flattered the people, who ne’er 
loved them: and there be many that they have 
loved, they know not wherefore: so that if they 
love they know not why, they hate upon no 
better a ground. Therefore, for Conolanus 
neither to care whether they love or hate him 
manifests the true knowledge he has in their 
disposition: and out of his noble carelessness 
lets them plainly see’t. 17 

first Off. If he did not care whether he had 
their love or no, he waved indifferently 'twixt 
doing them neither good nor harm: but he seeks 
their lute with greater devotion than they can 
render it him; and leaves nothing undone that 
may fully discover him their opposite. Now, to 
seem to affect the malice and displeasure of the 
people is as bad as that which he dislikes, to 
flatter them for their love. 26 

Sec. Off. He hath deserved worthily of his 
country; and his ascent is not by such easy 
degrees as those who, having been supple and 
courteous to the people, bonneted, without any 
further deed to have them at all into then 
estimation and report; but he hath so planted 
his honours in their eyes, and his actions in 
their hearts, that for their tongues to be silent, 
and not confess so much, were a kind of in¬ 
grateful injury; to report otherwise, were a 
malice, that, giving itself the lie, would pluck 
reproof and rebuke from every ear that heard 
it. 

First Off. No more of him; he is a worthy 
man: make way, they an coming. 41 


A Sennet. Enter, with Licto rs before them, COM- 
NIUS the Consul, menbwus, coriolanus, many 
other Senators, sicinius and brutus. The 
Senators take their places; the Tribunes take 
theirs also by themselves. 


Men. Having detennin'd of the Volsces, and 
To send for Titus Lartius, it remains. 

As the main point of this our after-meeting, 44 
To gratify his noble service that 
Hath thus stood for his country: therefore, 
please you, 

Mott reverend and grave eiders, to desire 
The present consul, and last general 4 * 
In our well-found succes s es , to report 
A little of that worthy work perform’d 
By Caius Marcius Coriolanus, whom 
we meet here both to thank and to remember 
With honours like himself. 

First Sen. Speak, good Cominius: JJ 

Rather our state’s defective for requital. 

Than we to stretch it out [To the Tribunes.] 
Masters o' the people, 5 * 

We do request your kindest ears, and, after. 

Your loving motion toward the common body. 
To yield what passes hare. 
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Ste. We are convented 

Upon a pleasing treaty, and have hearts 60 
Inclinable to honour and advance 
The theme of our assembly. 

Bru. . Which the rather 

We shall be bless d to do, if he remember 
A kinder value of the people than 64 

lie hath hereto priz'd them at. 

Men. That’s off, that’s offj 

I would you rather had been silent. Please you 
To hear Cominius speak? 

Bru. Most willingly; 

But yet my caution was more pertinent 68 

Than the rebuke you give it. 

Men. He loves your people; 

But tie him not to be their bedfellow. 

Worthy Cominius, speak. 

[coriolanus rises, and offers to go away. 

Nay, keep your place. 
First Sen. Sit, Coriolanus; never shame to 
hear 7a 

What you have nobly done. 

Cor. Your honours’ pardon: 

I had rather have my wounds to heal again 
Than hear say how I got them. 

Bru. Sir, I hope 

My words disbencb'd you not. 

Cor. No, sir: yet oft, 76 

When blows have made me stay, I fled from 
words. 

You sooth’d not, therefore hurt not But your 
people, 

I love them as they weigh. 

Men. Pray now, sit down. 

Cor. I had rather have one scratch my head 
i’ the sun 80 

When the alarum were struck than idly sit 
To hear my nothings monster*d. [Exit. 

Men. Masters of the people. 

Your multiplying spawn how can he flatter,— 
That's thousand to one good one,—when you 
now see 84 

He had rather venture all his limbs for honour 
Than one on's ears to hear it Proceed, Comi¬ 
nius. 

Com. I shall lack voice: the deeds of Corio¬ 
lanus 

Should not be utter’d feebly. It is held 88 
That valour is the chlefest virtue, and 
Most dignifies the haver: if it be, 

The man I speak of cannot in the world 
Be singly counterpois'd. At sixteen years, 92 
WhenTarquinmadeaheadforRome.hefought 
Beyond the mark of others; our then dictator. 
Whom with all praise I point at, saw him fight 
When with his Amazonian chin he drove »6 
The bristled lips before him. He bestrid 
An o’er-press'a Roman, and i’ the consul’s view 
Slew three opposers: Tarquin’s self he met. 
And struck him on his knee: in that day s 
feats, 100 

When he might act the woman in the scene. 
He prov’d best man i' the field, and for his meed 
> Was brow-bound with the oak. His pupil age 
Man-enter’d thus, he waxed like a sea, 104 
And In the brunt of seventeen battles since 


He lurch’d all swords of the garland. For this 
last, 

Before and in Corioli, let me say, 

I cannot speak him home: he stopp’d the fliers. 
And by his rare example made the coward 109 
Turn terror into sport: as weeds before 
A vessel under sail, so men obey’d, 

And fell below his stem; his sword, death’s 
stamp, in 

Where it did mark, it took; from face to foot 
He was a thing of blood, whose every motion 
Was tim’d with dying cries: alone he enter’d 
The mortal gate of the city, which he painted 
With shunless destiny; aidless came off, 117 
And with a sudden re-enforcement struck 
Corioli like a planet. Now all’s his: 

When by and by the din of war ’gan pierce no 
His ready sense; then straight his doubled spirit 
Re-quicken’d what in flesh was fatigate, 

And to the battle came he; where he did 
Run reeking o’er the lives of men, as if 124 
’Twere a perpetual spoil; and till we call’d 
Both field and city ours, he never stood 
To case his breast with panting. 

Men. Worthy man I 

First Sen. He cannot but with measure fit 
the honours <28 

Which we devise him. 

Com. Our spoils he kick'd at. 

And look'd upon things precious as they were 
The common muck o’ the world: he covets less 
Than misery itself would give; rewards 132 

His deeds with doing them, and is content 
To spenu the time to end it. 

. Men. He’s right noble; 

Let him be call’d for. 

F-'rst Sen. Call Coriolanus. 

Off. He doth appear. 136 

Re-enter CORIOLANUS. 

Men. The senate, Coriolanus, are well pleas’d 
To make thee consul. 

Cor. I do owe them stils 

My life and services. 

Men. It then remains 

That you do speak to the people. 

Cor. I do beseech you, 

Let me o'erleap that custom, for I cannot 141 
Put on the gown, stand naked, and entreat them. 
For my wounds’ sake, to give their suffrage: 
please you, 

That I may pass this doing. 

Sic. Sir, the people 144 

Must have their voices; neither will they bate 
One jot of ceremony. 

Men. Pot them not to't: 

Pray you, go fit you to the custom, and 
Take to you, as your predecessors have, 

Your honour with your form. 

Cor. It is a part 

That I shall blush in acting, and might well 
Be taken from the people. 

Bru. [Aside to aciNius.j Mark you that? 

Cor. To brag unto them, thus I did, and thus: 
Show them the nnaching scars which 1 should 
hide, J» 
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As if I had receiv’d them for the hire 
Of their breath only! 

Men. Do not stand upon't. 

We recommend to you, tribunes of the people. 
Our purpose to them; and to our noble consul 
Wish we all joy and honour. 

.Sen. To Coriolanus come all joy and honour! 

[ Flourish. Exeunt all but siontus 
and Brutus. 

Bru. You see how he intends to use the 
people. > 6 o 

Sic. May they perceive’s intent! He will re* 

S uite them, 

' he did contemn what he requested 
Should be in them to give. 

Bru. Come; we’ll inform them 

Of our proceedings here: on the market-place 
I know they do attend us. [ Exeunt. 


SCENT m. —The Same. The Forum. 

Enter several Citizens. 

First Cit. Once, if he do require our voices, 
we ought not to deny him. 

Sec. Cit. We may, sir, if we will. 3 

Third Cit. We have power in ourselves to do 
it, but it is a power that we have do power to 
do; for if he show us his wounds, and tell us his 
deeds, we are to put our tongues into those 
wounds and speak for them; so, if he tell us bis 
noble deeds, we must also tell him our noble 
acceptance of them. Ingratitude is monstrous, 
and for the multitude to be ingratefUl were to 
make a monster of the multitude; of the which, 
we being members, should bring ourselves to be 
monstrous members. is 

First Cit. And to make us no better thought 
of, a little help will serve; for once we stood up 
about the com, he himself stuck not to call us 
the many-headed multitude. it 

Third Cit. We have been called so of many; 
not that our heads are some brown, some blade, 
some abram, some bald, but that our wits are 
so diversely coloured: and truly I think, if all 
our wits were to issue out of one skull, they 
would fly east, west, north, south; and then* 
consent of one direct way should be at once to 
all the points o’ the compass. 

Sec. Cit. Think you so? Which way dr you 
judge my wit would fly? as 

Third Cit. Nay, your wit will not so soon out 
as another man's wtU: ’ds strongly wedged up 
in a block-head: but if it were at Hoerty,' twould, 
sure, southward. 3a 

Sec. Cit. Why that way? 

Third Cit. To lose itaelf in a fog; where 
beiiw three parts melted away with rotten dews, 
the fourth would return for conscience’sake, to 
beta to set thee a wife. 37 

Sec.Cti. You are never without your trick*; 
you may, you may. 

Third Cit. Areyon all resolved to give your 
voices? But that’s no matter, the greater part 
carries it. I say, if he would incline to the 
people, there wae never a worthier man. 43 


Re-enter coriolanus, in a gown of humility, 

and MENENIUS. 

Here he comes, and in a gown of humility: 
mark his behaviour. We are not to stay all 
together, but to come by him where he stands, 
by ones, by twos, and by tbrees. He’s to make 
his requests by particulars; wherein every one 
of us has a single honour, in giving him our own 
voices with our own tongues: therefore follow 
me, and I’ll direct you how you shall go by him. 
All. Content, content. [Exeunt Citizens. 
Men. O, sir, you are not tight: have you not 
known S3 

The worthiest men have donc’t? 

Cor. What must I say? 

‘I pray, sir,’—Plague upon'tl 1 cannot bring 
My tongue to such a pace. 'Look, sir, my 
woundsl 36 

1 got them in niy country’s service, when 
Some certain of your brethren roar’d and ran 
From the noise of our own drums.’ 

Men. O me! the gods! 

You must not speak of that: you must desire 
them 60 

To think upon you. 

Cor. Think upon met Hang ’em! 

I would they would forget me, like the virtues 
Which our divines lose by ’em. 

Men. You’ll marall: 

I’ll leave you. Pray you, speak to ’em, I pray 
you. <4 

In wholesome manner. 

Cor. Bid them wash their faces, 

And keep their teeth clean. [Exit menenius. 

So, here comes a brace. 

Re-enter two Citizens. 

Yon know the cause, sir, of my standing here? 

First Cit. We do, sir; tell us what hath 
brought you to’L s» 

Cor. Mine own desert. 

Sec. Cit. Your own desert 1 

Cor. Ay, not mine own desire. 73 

First Cit. How! not your own desire? 

Cor. No, sir, ’twas never my desire yet to 
trouble the poor with begging. 

First Cit. You must think, if we give you 
any thins, we hope to gain by you. 77 

Cor. Well, then, I pray, your price o’ the 
consulship? 

First Cit. The price is, to esk it kindly. >» 
Cor. Kindly I sir, I pray, let me ha’t: I have 
wounds to show you, which shall be yours in 
private. Your good voice, sir; what say you? 
Sec. Cit. You shall ha’t, worthy sir. >4 
Cor. A match, sir. There is in ail two worthy 
voices begged. I have your aims: adieu. 

First Cit. But this is something odd. 

Sec. Cit. An ’twere to give again,—but tis 
no matter, [ Exeunt the two Citizens. 

Re-enter two other Citizens. 

Cor. Pray you now. If it mty stand with the 
tune of your voices that I may be consul, 1 
have here the customary gown. 9* 
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Third Cit. You have deserved nobly of your 
country, and you have not deserved nobly. 

Cor. Your enigma? 95 

Third Cit. You have been a scourge to her 
enemies, you have been a rod to her friends; 
you have not indeed loved the common people. 

Cor. You should account me the more vir¬ 
tuous that I have not been common in my love. 

1 will, sir, flatter my sworn brother the people, 
to earn a dearer estimation of them; *tis a con¬ 
dition they account gentle: and since the wis¬ 
dom of their choice is rather to have my hat 
than my heart, I will practise the insinuating 
nod, and be off to them most counterfeitly; that 
is, sir, I will counterfeit the bewitchment of 
some popular man. and give it bountifully to 
the desirers. Therefore, beseech you, I may be 
consul. no 

Fourth Cit. We hope to find you our friend, 
and therefore give you our voices heartily. 

Third Cit. You have received many wounds 
for your country- “4 

Cor. I will not seal your knowledge with 
showingthem. I will make much of your voices, 
and so trouble you no further. 117 

Both Cit. The gods give you joy, air, heartily 1 

[Exeunt. 

Cor. Most sweet voices! 

Better it is to die, better to starve, 12a 

Than crave the hire which first we do deserve. 
Why in this woolvish toge should I stand here, 
To beg of Hob and Dick., that do appear. 
Their needless vouches 7 Custom calls me to‘t: 
What custom wills, in all things should we do't, 
The dust on antique time would lie unswept. 
And mountainous error be too highly heap’d 
For truth to e’er-peer. Rather than fool it so, 
"Let the high office and the honour bo 129 
To one that would do thus. 1 am half through; 
Tne one part suffer’d, the other will I do. 

Here come more voices. > 3 * 

Re-enter three other Citizens. 

Your voices: for your voices I have fought; 
Watch’d for your voices; for your voices bear 
Of wounds two dozen odd; battles thrice six 
1 have seen and heard of; for your voices have 
Done many things, some less, some more; your 
voices: >37 

Indeed, 1 would be consul. 

Fifth Cit. He has done nobly, and cannot go 
without any honest man’s voice. > 4 ° 

Sixth Cit. Therefore let him be consul. Die 
gods give him joy, and make him good friend to 
the peoplel 

All. Amen, amen. . U* 

Cod save thee, noble consul! IFxeun* Citizen*. 

Cor. Worthy voices 1 

Re-enter menenius, with BRUTUS and sictNius. 

Men. You have stood your limitation; and 
_ the tribunes , 

Endue you with the people’* voice: remains 
> That, in the official marks invested, you 14* 

Anon do meet the senate. 

Cor. Is this done? 


Sic. The custom of request you have dis¬ 
charg'd: 

The people do admit you, and are summon’d 
To meet anon, upon your approbation. 152 
Cor. Where? at the senate-house? 

Sic. There, Coriolanus. 

Cor. May I change these garments? 

Sic. You may, sir. 

Cor. That I’ll straight do; and, knowing 
myself again, 156 

Repair to the senate-house. 

Men. I’ll keep you company. Will you 
along? 

Bru. We stay here for the people. 

Sic. Fare you well, 

f Exeunt coriolanus and menenius. 
He has it now; and by his looks, methinks, 160 
Tis warm at’s heart. 

Bru. With a proud heart he wore 

His humble weeds. Will you dismiss the people? 

Re-enter Citizens. 

Sic. How now, my masters! have you chose 
this man? 

First Cit. He has our voices, sir. 164 

Bru. We pray the gods he may deserve your 
love. 

Sec. Cit. Amen, sir. To my poor unworthy 
notice. 

He mock’d us when he begg’d our voices. 

Third Cit. Certainly, 

He flouted us downright. 168 

First Cit. No, ’tis his kind of speech; he did 
not mock us. 

Sec. Ot. Not one amongst us, save younelf, 
but says 

He used us scornfully: he should have show’d us 
His marks of merit, wounds receiv'd for’s 
country, 172 

Sic. Why, so be did, I am sure. 

All. No, no; no roan saw 'em. 

Third Cit. He said he had wounds, which he 
could show in private; 

And with his hat, thus waving it in scorn, 

* I would be consul,* says he: ‘ aged custom, 17* 
But by your voices, wnl not so permit me: 
Your voices therefore:' when we granted that. 
Here was, ‘ I thank you for your voices, thank 
you. 

Your most sweet voices: now you have left 
your voices 180 

I have no further with you.' Was not this 
mockery? 

Sic. Why, either were you ignorant to see't. 
Or, seeing It, of such childish f ri e ndliness 
To yield your voices? 

Bru. Could you not have told him 

As you were lesson'd, when he had no power, 1S j 
But was a petty servant to the state, 

He was your enemy, ever spake against 
Your liberties and the charters that you beer 
I* the body of the weal; and now. arriving 1S9 
A place of potency and sway o' the state. 

If he should still raalign# »ily remain 
Fast foe to the plebeii, your voices might 192 
Be curses to yourselves? You should have said 
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That as his worthy deeds did claim no less 
Than what he stood for, so his gracious nature 
Would think upon you for your voices and 196 
Translate his malice towards you into love, 
Standing your friendly lord. 

Sic. Thus to have said. 

As you were fore-advis'd, had touch’d his spirit 
And tried his inclination; from him pluck’d 200 
Either his gracious promise, which you might. 
As cause had call’d you up, have held him to; 
Or else it would have gall d his surly nature. 
Which easily endures not article 204 

Tying him to aught; so, putting him to rage. 
You should have ta’en the advantage of his 
choler. 

And pass d him unelected. 

Bru. Did you perceive 

He did solicit you in free contempt 208 

When he did need your loves, and do you think 
That his contempt shall not be bruising to you 
When he hath power to crush ? Why, had your 
bodies 

No heart among you ? or had you tonguestocry 
' gainst the rectorship of judgment? 

Sic. Have you 213 

Ere dow denied the asker? and now again 
Of him that did not ask, but mock, bestow 
Your su’d-for tongues? 216 

Third Cit. He’s not confirm’d; we may deny 
him yet. 

Sec. Cit. And will deny him: 

I’ll have five hundred voices of that sound. 
First Cit. Ay, twice five hundred and their 
friends to piece ’em. 220 

Bru. Get you hence instantly, and tell those 
friends. 

They have chose a consul that will from them 
take 

Their liberties; make them of no more voice 
Than dogs that are as often beat for barking 224 
As therefore kept to do so. 

Sic. Let them assemble; 

And, on a safer judgment, all revoke 
Your ignorant election. Enforce his pride. 
And his old hate unto you; besides, forget 
not 228 

With what contempt he wore the humble weed; 
How in his suit he scorn’d you; but your loves, 
Thinking upon his services, took from you 
The apprehension of his present portance, 232 
Which most gibingly. ungravely, be did fashion 
After the inveterate hate he bean you. 

Bru. Lay 

A fault on us, your tribunes; that we labour’d.— 
No impediment between,—but that you must 
Cast your election on him. 

Sic. Say, you chose him 337 

More after our commandment than as guided 
By your own true affections; and that, your 
minds, 

Pm-occupied with what you rather must do 240 
That what you should, made you against the 
grain 

To voice him consul: lay the fault on us. 

Bru. Ay, spare us doc Say we read lectures 
to you. 


How youngly he began to serve his country, 244 
How long continu’d,and what stock he springs of. 
The noble house o’ the Marcians, from whence 
came 

That Ancus Marcius, Nuina’s daughter’s son, 
Who, after great Hostilius, here was king; 248 
Of the same house Publius and Quintus were, 
That our best water brought by conduits hither; 
And Censorinus, that was so surnam'd,— 
And nobly nam’d so, twice being censor,— 252 
Was his great ancestor. 

Sic. One thus descended. 

That hath, beside, well in his person wrought 
To be set high in place, we did commend 
To your remembrances: but you have found. 
Scaling his present bearing with his past, 257 
That he’s your fixed enemy, and revoke 
Your sudden approbation. 

Bru. Say you ne’er had done’t— 

Harp on that still—but by our putting on; 200 
And presently, when you have drawn your 
number. 

Repair to the Capitol. 

All. We will so; almost all 

Repent in their election. ( Exeunt Citizens. 

Bru. Let them go on; 

This mutiny were better put in hazard 264 
Than stay, past doubt, for greater. 

If, m his nature is, he fall in rage 

With their refusal, both observe and answer 

The vantage of his anger. 

Sic. To the Capitol, come: 268 

We will be there before the stream o’ the people; 
And this shall seem, as partly ’(is, their own. 
Which we have goaded onward. [Exeunt. 


ACT in 

SCENE I.— Rome. A Street. 

Comets. Enter coriolantjs, menenius, comi- 
nius, Trrus LAFTius, Senators, ami Patri¬ 
cians. 

Cor. Tullus Aufidius thpn had made new 
head? 

tart. He had, my lord; and that it was which 
caus’d 

Our swifter composition. 

Cor. So then the Volsces stand but as at first, 
Ready, when time shall prompt them, to make 
road i 

Upon's again. 

Com. They are worn, lord consul, so 
That we shall hardly in our ages see 
Their banners wave again. 

Cor. Saw you Aufidius? 8 

Lart. On safe-guard he came to me; and did 
curse 

Against the Volsces, for they had so vilely 
Yielded the town: he is retir’d to Antium. 
Cor. Spoke be of me? 

Lart. He did, my lord. 

Cor. How? what? 12 

Lart. How often he had met you, sword to 
sword; 

That of all things upon the earth he hated 
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Your person matt, that he would pawn hii 
fortunes 

To topeleis restitution, so he might 16 
Be call'd your vanquisher. 

Cor. AtAndumllvethe? 

Lart. At Antium. 

Cor. I wish I had a cause to seek him them. 
To oppose his hatred fully. Welcome home, so 

Enter scinius and brutus. 

Behold! these are the tribunes of the people, 


Com. The people are abus'd; set on. This 
paltering 

Becomes not Rome, nor has Coriolanus 
Deserv'd this so dishonour'd rub, laid falsely 
I’ the plain way of his merit. 

Cor. Tell me of com! so 

This was my speech, andl will speak't again,— 
Men. Not now, not now. 

First Sen. Not in this heat, sir, now. 

Cor. Now, as Hive, I will. My nobler friends, 
I crave their pardons: <4 


The tongues o' the common mouth: I do despise For the R atable, rank-scented many, let th e m 1 * 


them; 

For they do prank them In authority 
Against all noble sufferance. 


Sic. 


Regard me as I do not flatter, and 
Therein behold themselves: I say again. 

In soothing them we nourish 'gainst our senate 


Cor. Ha! what is that? 

Bru. It will be dangerous to go on: no further. 
Cor. What makes this change? 

Men. The matter? 

Com. Hath he not pass’d the noble and the 
common? »8 

Bru. Cominius, no. 

Cor. Have I had children's voices ? 

First Sen. Tribunes, give way; he shall to 
the market-place. 

Bru. The people are incens'd against him. 
Sic. Stop, 

Or all will fall in broil. 

Cor. Are these your herd? 3a 

Must these have voices, that can yield them now. 
And straight disclaim their tongues? What are 
your offices? 

You being their mouths, why rule you not their 
teeth? 

Have you not set them on? 

Men. Be calm, be calm. 36 

Cor. It is a purpos’d thing, and grows by plot, 
To curb the will of the nobility: 

Suffer *t, and live with such as cannot rule 
Nor ever will be rul’d. 

Bru. Call't not a plot: 40 

The people cry you mock’d them, and of late. 
When com was given them gratis, you repin’d: 
Scandall’d the suppliants for the people, call’d 
them 

Time-pleasers, flatterers, foes to nobleness. 44 
Cor. Why, this was known before. 

Bru. Not to them all. 

Cor. Have you inform’d them si thence? 
Bru. Howl I inform them! 

Cor. You are like to do such business. 

Bru. Not unlike. 

Each way, to better yours. 4* 

Cor. Why then should I be consul? By yand 
clouds. 

Let me deserve so ill as you, and make me 
Your fellow tribune. 

Sic. You show too much of that 

For which the people stir; if you will pass 5> 
To where you are bound, you must inquire your 
way, 

Which you are out of, with a gentler spirit; 

* Or never be so nobis as a consul, 

Nor yoke with him for tribune. 

Men. Letl be cabs. s« 


Pass no further. >4 The cockle of rebellion, insolence, sedition, <9 


Which we ourselves have plough’d for, tow’d 
and scatter'd, 

By mingling them with us, the honour'd num¬ 
ber; 

Who lack'd not virtue, no, nor power, but that 
Which they have given to beggars. 

Men. Well, no mote. 73 

First Sen. No more words, we beseech you. 
Cor. Howl no morel 

As for my country I have shed my blood. 

Not fearing outward force, so shall my lungs 16 
Coin words till they decay against those m easle s. 
Which we disdain should tetter us, yet sought 
The very way to catch them. 

Bru. You speak o’ the people. 

As if you were a god to punish, not So 
A man of their infirmity. 

Sic. Twere well 

We let the people know’L 
Men. What, what? his choler? 

Cor. Choler! 

Were I ss patient as the midnight sleep, S4 
By love, ’twould be my mind! 

Sic. It is a mind 

That shall remain a poison where it is. 

Not poison any further. 

Cor. Shall remain! 

Hear you this Triton of the minnows? mark 
you ** 

His absolute 'shall?' 

Com. Twas Born the canon. 

Cor. ‘ShkHl 

O good but most unwise patricians! why. 

You grave but reckless senators, have you thus 
Given Hydra here to choose an officer, *s 

That with his peremptory ’shall,’ bring but 
The horn and noise o'the monster’s, wants not 
spirit 

To say he’ll turn your current In a ditch, 

And make your channel his? If he have power, 
Then vail your ignorance: if none, awake 91 
Your dangerous lenity. If you are learned. 

Be not as common fords: if yon are not. 

Let them have cushions by you. Yon are pie- 
beta* too 

If they be senators; and they are no less. 
When, both your voices blended, the great st 
taste 

Most palates theirs. They choose their maaffi- 
trate. 
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And such a one as he, who puts his ‘shall,’ 104 
His popular 'shall,' against a graver bench 
Than ever frown’d in Greece. By Jove himself! 
It makes the consuls base; and my soul aches 
To know, when two authorities are up, ros 
Neither supreme, how soon confusion 
May enter 'twixt the gap of both and take 
The one by the other. 

Com. Well, on to the market-place. 

Cor. Whoever gave that counsel, to give forth 
The corn o’ the store-house gratis, as 'twas us’d 
Sometime in Greece,— 

Men. Well, well; no more of that. 

Cor. Though there the people had more 
absolute power, 

I say, they nourish d disobedience, fed 116 
The ruin of the state. 

Bru. Why, shall the people give 

One that speaks thus their voice? 

Cor. I'll give my reasons. 

More worthier than their voices. They know 
the corn 119 

Was not our recompense, resting well assur’d 
They ne’er did service for't. Being press’d to 
the war. 

Even when the navel of the state was touch’d. 
They would not thread the gates: this kind of 
service 123 

Did not deserve com gratis. Being i’ the war. 
Their mutinies and revolts, wherein they show’d 
Most valour, spoke not for them. The accusa¬ 
tion 

Which they have often made against the senate. 
All cause unborn, could never be the motive 128 
Of our so bank donation. Well, what then? 
How shall this bisson multitude digest 
The senate’s courtesy? Let deeds express 
What’s like to be their words: * We did request 
it; J32 

We am the greater poll, and in true fear 
They gave us our demands.' Thus we debase 
The nature of our seats, and make the rabble 
Call our cares, fears; which will in dine break 
ope 136 

The locks o’ the senate, and bring in the crows 
To peck the eagles. 

Men. Come, enough. 

Bru. Enough, with over-measure. 

Cor. No, take more: 

What may be sworn by, both divine and human. 
Seal whatlend withal! This double worship, 141 
Where one part does disdain with cause, the 
other 

Insult without all reason; where gentry, title, 
wisdom. 

Cannot co n cl ud e , but by the yea and no 144 
Of general ignorance,—it must omit 
Real necessities, and give way the while 
To unstable slightness: purpose so bait’d, it 
follows 

Nothing is done to purpoae. Therefore, beseech 
you,— 14* 

You that will be less fearful than discreet. 
That love the fundamental part of state 
More than you doubt the change out, that 
prefer 


A noble life before a long, ana wish 132 
1 o jump a body with a dangerous physic 
That’s sure of death without it, at once pluck out 
The multitudinous tongue; let them not lick 
The sweet which is their poison. Your dis¬ 
honour 136 

Mangles true judgment, and bereaves the state 
Of that integrity which should become it. 

Not having the power to do the good it would. 
For the ill which doth control't. 

Bru. He has said enough. :6o 

Sic. He has spoken like a traitor, and shall 
answer 

As traitors do. 

Cor. Thou wretch! despite o'erwhelm thee! 
What should the people do with these bald 
tribunes? 164 

On whom depending, their obedience fails 
To the greater bench. In a rebellion. 

When what's not meet, but what must be, was 
law. 

Then were they chosen: in a better hour, 168 
Let what is meet be said it must be meet. 

And throw their power i’ the dust. 

Bru. Manifest treason! 

Sic. This a consul? no. 

Bru. The asdiles, ho! Let him be appre¬ 
hended. 171 

Enter an jEdile. 

Sic. Go, call the people; [Exit AidileJ in 
whose name, myself 
Attach thee as a traitorous innovator, 

A foe to the public weal: obey, I charge thee. 
And follow to thine answer. 

Cor. Hence, old goatl 178 

Set.. We’ll surety him. 

Com. Aged sir, hands off. 

Cor. Hence, rotten thing! or I shall shake 
thy bones 

Out of thy garments. 

Sic. Help^ye citizens! 

Re-enter jEdQes, with Others, and a rabble of 
Citizens. 

Men. On both sides more respect. 180 
Sic. Here’s he that would take from you all 
your power. 

Bru. Seize him, sdiles! 

Citizens. Down with him! — down with him! — 
Sen. Weapons!—weapons!—weapons! — 184 
[They atl bustle about COMOLANUS, crying 
Tribunes!—patricians!—citizens!—What hoi— 
Sicinius! — Brutus!—Coriolanus!—Citizens! 
Peace!—Peace!—Peace!—Stay!—Hold 1—Peace! 
Men. What is about to be?—I am out of 
breath; 188 

Confusion’s near; I cannot speak. You, tri¬ 
bunes 

To the people! Coriolanus, patience! 

Speak, good Sicinius. 

Sic. Hear me, people; peace! 

Citizens. Let’s hear our tribune:—Peace! — 
Speak, speak, speak. i9> 

Sic. You are it point to lose your liberties: 
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Marcius would have all from you; Mareins. 
Whom late you have nam'd for consul. 

Men. Fie, fie, fie! 

This is the way to kindle, not to quench. 19.6 
First Sen. To unbuild the city and to lay all 
flat. 

Sic. What is the city but the people? 
Citizens. True, 

The people are the city. 

Bru. By the consent ofall, we were establish’d 
The people’s magistrates. 

Citizens. You so remain, aoi 

Men. And so are like to do. 

Com. That is the way to lay the city flat; 
To bring the roof to the foundation, 204 
And bury all, whish yet distinctly ranges. 

In heaps and piles of ruin. 

Sic. This deserves death. 

Bru. Or let us stand to our authority. 

Or let us lose it. We do here pronounce, 208 
Upon the part o’ the people, in whose power 
We were elected theirs, Marcius is worthy 
Of present death. 

Sic. Therefore lay bold of him; 

Bear him to the rock Tarpeian, and from thence 
Into destruction cast him. 

Bru. iCdileg, seize him! 213 

Citizens. Yield, Marcius, yield 1 
Men. Hear me one word; 

Beseech you, tribunes, hear me but a word. 
AEd. Peace, peace 1 216 

Men. Be that you seem, truly your country’s 
friends, 

And temperately proceed to what you would 
Thus violently redress. 

Bru. Sir, those cold ways, 

That seem like prudent helps, are very poisonous 
Where the disease is violent. Lay hands upon 
him, 221 

And bear him to the rock. 

Cor. No, I’ll die here. 

[Drawing his sword. 
There’s some among yon have beheld me fight* 
ing: 

Come, try upon yourselves what you have seen 
me. 234 

Men. Down with that word I Tribunes, with* 
draw awhile. 

Bru. Lay hands upon him. 

Men. Help Marcius, help. 

You that be noble; help him, young and old! 
Citizens. Down with him 1 —down with him 1 
[In this mutiny the Tribunes, the ASdiles, 
and the People are beat in. 
Men. Go, get you to your house; be gone, 
awayl 229 

All will be naught else. 

Sec. Sen. Get you gone. 

Cor. Stand fast; 

We have as many friends as enemies. 

Men. Shall it be put to that? 

* First Sen. The gods forbid 1 

1 prithee, noble friend, home to thy house; 333 
Leave us to cure this cause. 

Men. For ’tis a sore upon us, 

Y ou cannot tent yourself: be gone, beseech you. 


Com. Come, sir, along with us. 236 

Cor. I would they were barbarians,—as they 
are, 

Though in Rome litter’d,—not Romans,—as 
they are not. 

Though calv’d i’ the porch o’ the Capitol,— 
Men. Be gone; 

Put not your worthy rage into your tongue; 240 
One time will owe another. 

Cor. On fair ground 

I could beat forty of them. 

Men. I could myself 

Take up a brace o’ the best of them; yea, the 
two tribunes. 

Com. But now ’tis odds beyond arithmetic; 
And manhood is call’d foolery when it stands 243 
Against a falling fabric. Will you hence. 
Before the tag return? whose rage doth rend 
Like interrupted waters and o’erbear 24s 
What they are us’d to bear. 

Men. Pray you, be gone. 

I’ll try whether my old wit be in request 
With those that have but little: this must be 
patch’d 

With cloth of any colour. 

Com. Nay, come away. 231 

I Exeunt CORIOLANUS, coNGNius, and Others. 
First Pat. This man has znarr’d his fortune. 
Men. His nature is too noble for the world: 
He would not flatter Neptune for his trident, 
Or Jove for's power to thunder. His heart *s his 
mouth: aj< 

What his breast forges, that his tongue must 
vent; 

And, being angry, does forget that ever 
He heard the name of death. \A noise within. 
Here’s goodly workt 

Sec. Pat. I would they were a-bedl 

Men. I would they were in Tiber 1 What the 

vengeance! 261 

Could be not apeak ’em fair! 

Re-enter bkutus and sictnius, with the rabble. 

Sic. Where is this viper 

That would depopulate the city and 
Be every man himself? 

Men. You worthy tribunes,— 

Sic. He shall be thrown down the Tarpeian 
rock 263 

With rigorous hands: he hath resisted law, 
And therefore law shall scorn him further trial 
Than the severity of the public power, 268 

Which he so sets at nought. 

First Cit. He shall well know 

The noble tribunes are the people’s mouths. 
And we their hands. 

Citizens. He shall, sum on’L 

Men. Sir, sir,— 

Sic. Peace! 37a 

Men. Do not cry havoc, where you should 
but hunt 

With modest warrant 
Sic. Sir, how comes *t that you 

Have holp to make this rescue? 

Men. Hear me speak: 

As I do know the consul s worthiness, 37# 
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80 can I name his faults. 

Sic. Coiarall what consul? 

' Mn. The Consol Coriolanus. 

Bru+ Wn consol! 

Citizens. No, no, no, no. no. 

Men. If, by the tribunes’ leave, and yours, 
good people, 280 

I may be heard, I would crave a word or two, 
The which shall turn you to no farther harm 
Than to much loss of time. 

Sic. Speak briefly then; 

For we are peremptory to dispatch 284 
This viperous traitor. To elect him hence 
Were but one danger, and to keep him here 
Our certain death; therefore it is decreed 
He dies to-night 

Men. Now the good gods forbid sit 
That our renowned Rome, whose gratitude 
Towards her deserved children is enroll'd 
In Jove's own book, like an unnatural dam 
Should now eat up her own I 292 

Sic. He's a disease that must be cut away. 
Men. Ol he's a limb that has but a disease; 
Mortal to cut it ofT; to cure it easy. 

What has he done to Rome that's worthy 
death? 296 

Killing our enemies, the blood he hath lost,— 
Which, I dare vouch, is more than that he hath 
By many an ounce,—he dropp’d it for his coun¬ 
try: 

And what is left to lose it by his country. 300 
Were to us all, that do’t and suffer it 
A brand to th’ end o’ the world. 

Sic. This is clean kam. 

Bra. Merely awry: when he did love his 


Unknown to the beginning. 

Sic. Noble Menenius, 

Be you then as the people's officer. 328 

Masters, lay down your weapons. 

Bra. Go not home. 

Sic. Meet on the market-place. We'll attend 
you there: 

Where, if you bring not Maxcius, we’U proceed 
In our first way. 332 

Men. I’ll bring him to you. 

{7b the Senators.] Let me desire your company. 

He must come, 

Or what is worst will follow. 

First Sen. Pray you, let's to Mm. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene EL —The Same. A Boom in COSJO- 
lanus's House. 

Enter cosiolanus and Patricians. 

Cor. Let than pull all about mine ears; pre¬ 
sent me 

Death on the wheel, or at wild horses’ heels; 
Or pile ten hills on the Tarpeian rock. 

That the precipitation might down stretch 4 
Below the beam of tight; yet will I still 
Be thus to them. 

First Pat. You do the nobler. 

Cor. I muse my mother 
Does not approve me further, who was wont s 
To call them woollen vassals, things created 
To buy and sell with groats, to show bare heads 
In congregations, to yawn, be still, and wonder. 
When one but of my ordinance stood up ra 
To speak of peace or war. 


It hooourd him. 

Men. The service of the foot 304 

Being once gangren’d, is not then respected 
For what before it was. 

Bru. • Well hear no more. 

Pursue him to his house, and pluck him thence. 
Lest hi* in ac tion, being of nature, 30s 

Spread farther. 

Men. One word more, one word. 

This tiger-footed rage, when it shall find 
The harm of unscann'd swiftness, will, too late. 
Tie leaden pounds to's heels. Proceed by pro¬ 


cess; 312 

Lest part i es- .a s he is belov'd—break out. 

And sack great Rome with Romans. 

Bra. If 'twere so,— 

Sic. What do ye talk? 

Have we not had a taste of his obedience? 3»« 
Our ediles smote? ourselves resisted? Cornel 
Men. Consider this: he has been bred i’ the 


wars 

Since he could draw a sword, and is ill school’d 
In bolted language; meal and bran together 3« 
He throws without distinction. Give me leave, 
TO go to him, and undertake to bring him 
Where he shall answer by a lawful form,— 

In peace.—to his utmost periL 
First Sen. Noble tribunes, 324 

It b the humane way: the other course 
Will prove too bloody, and the end of it 


Enter VOLUMNIA, 


I talk of you: 

Why did you wish me milder? Would you have 
me 

False to my nature? Rather say I play 
The man I am. 1 

Vo!. O! sir, sir, sir, t6 

I would have had you put your power well on 
Before you had worn it out. 

Cor. Let go. 

Vol. You might have been enough the man 


you are 

With striving less to he so: lesser bad been ao 
The thwarting of your dispositions if 
You had not show'd them how you were dis¬ 
pos'd. 

Ere they lack’d power to cron you. 

Cor. Let them hang. 

Vol. Ay, and bum too. 24 


Enter menenius and Senaton. 

Men. Come, come; you ha ve been too rough, 
something too rough; 

You must return and mend it. 

First Sen. There's no remedy; 

Unless, by not so doing, our good dty 
Cleave in the midst, aim perish. 

Vol. Prey be counselFd. as 

I have a heart of mettle apt as yours. 

But yet s brain that leads my use of anger 
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To better vantage. More learned than the cm,—waving thy htri, 

Men. Well laid, noble woman! Which often, thus, correcting thy stout heart. 

Before he ahoold thua atoop to the herd, but Now humble aa the ripest mulberry 

that 3 i That will not hold t h e h a n d l i ng : or lay to them. 


The violent fit o’ the time cravea it aa phyaic 
For the whole Btate,I would put mine armour on. 
Which I can scarcely bear. 

Cor. What muat I do! 

Men. Return to the tribunes. 

Cor. Well, what then? what then? ;i 
Men. Repent what you have spoke. 

Cor. For them! I cannot do it to the gods; 
Must I then do't to them? 

Vol. You are too absolute; 

Though therein you can never be too noble, so 
But when extremities speak. I have heard you 
say. 

Honour and policy, like unsever'd friends, 

I’ the wax do grow together 
tell me. 

In peace what each of them by th* other lose, as 
That they combine not there. 

Cor. Tush, tuah! 

Men. A good demand. 

Vol. If it be honour in your wars to seem 
The same you are not,—which, for your best 
ends, 

You adopt your policy,—how is it less or worse, 
That it shall bold companionship in peace s» 
With honour, as in war, since that to both 
It stands in lute request? 

Cor. Why force you this? 

Vol. Because that now it lies you on to 
speak 5 * 

To the people; not by your own instruction, 
Nor by the matter which your heart prompts 

Bu/with such words that ere but rooted in 
Y our tongue, though but bastards and syllables 
Of no allowance to your bosom's truth. 37 
Now, this no more dishonours you at all 
Than to take in a town with gentle words. 
Which else would put you to your fortune and 
The hazard of much blood. 61 

I would dissemble with my nature where 
My fortunes and my friends at stake requir’d 
I should do so in honour: I am in this, 64 
Your wife, your son, these senators, the nobles; 
And you will rather show our general louts 
How you can frown than spend a fawn upon 

For the inheritance of their loves and safe- 
guard 68 

Of what that want might ruin. 

Men. Noble lady! 

Come, go with us; speak fhlr; you may salve so. 
Not what is dangerous present, but the loss 
Of what is past 

Vol. I prithee now, my son, 7s 

Go to them, with this bonnet in thy hand; 


Thou art their soldier, and being bred in broils 
Hast not the soft way which, thou dost confess 
Were fit for thee to use as they to claim. 

In asking their good loves; but thou wilt frame 
Thyself, forsooth, hereafter theirs, so flu: S3 
As thou hast power and person. 

Men. This but done, 

Even as she weeks, why, their hearts wan 
yours; 

For they have pardons, being ask'd, aa free as 
As words to little purpose. 

Vol. Prithee now, 

Go, and be rul'd; although I know thou hadst 

_ r rather 

grant that, and Follow thine enemy in a fiery gulf 

Than flatter him in a bower. Here is Comhdus. 


Enter COMDODS. 

Com. I have been i’ the market-place; and, 
sir, ‘tis fit 93 

You make strong party, or defend yourself 
By calmness or by absence: all’s in anger. 
Men. Only fair speech. 

Com. I think 'twill serve if he 96 

Can thereto frame his spirit. 

VoL He must, and wilL 

Prithee now, say you will, and go about it. 
Cor. Must I go show them my unbarbed 
sconce? 

Must I with my base tongue give to my noble 
heart 100 

A lie that it must bear? Well, I will do’t: 

Yet, were there but this single plot to lose. 
This mould of Marchis, they to dust should 

AnJdurow’t against the wind. To the market¬ 
place! to* 

You have put me now to such a part which 
never 

I shall discharge to the life. 

Com. Come, come, well prompt yon. 
Vol. I prithee now, sweet son, as thou hast 
said 

My praises made thee first a soldier, so, tot 
To have my praise for this, perform a part 
Thou hast uot done before. 

Cor. Well, I must do’t: 

Away, my disposition, and possess me 
Some harlot’s spiritl My throat of war be 
turn’d. 

Which quired with my drum, into a pipe ni 
Small as a eunuch, or the virgin voice 
That babies lulls asleep! The smiles of knaves 
Tent in my cheeks, and school-boys' tears take 

Up Il6 

__, _____ The glasses of my sight! A beggar’s tongue 

And thus far having stretch'd it,—here be with Make motion through my lips, and my arm’d 

Thy knee butting the stone*,—for in such bust- Who bow’d but In my stirrup, bend Uke hls 
n*u That hath receivd an aims I I will not do't, no 

Action is eloquence, and the eye* of the igno- Lest I surcease to honour mine own truth, 
rent 76 And by my body’s action teach my mind 
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A most inherent baseness. 

Vol. At thy choice then: 

To beg of thee it is my more dishonour <24 
Than thou of them. Come all to ruin; let 
Thy mother rather feel thy pride than fear 
Thy dangerous stoutness, for 1 mock at death 
With as big heart as thou. Do as thou list, 128 
Thy valiantness was mine, thou suck'dst it 
from me, 

But owe thy pride thyself. 

Cor. Pray, be content: 

Mother, I am going to the market-place; 
Chide me no more. I’ll mountebank their 
loves, 132 

Cog their hearts from them, and come home 
belov’d 

Of all the trades in Rome. Look, I am going: 
Commend me to my wife. I’ll return consul, 
Or never trust to what my tongue can do 13a 
I’ the way of flattery further. 

Vol. Do your wflL [Exit. 

Com. Away! the tribunes do attend you: 
arm yourself 

To answer mildly; for they are prepar’d 
With accusations, as I hear, more strong 140 
Than are upon you yet. 

Men. The word is 1 mildly.’ 

Cor. Pray you. let us go: 

Let them accuse me by invention, I 
Will answer in mine honour. 

Men. Ay, but mildly. 144 

Cor. Weil, mildly be it then. Mildly! 

[ Exeunt. 


Scene HL —The Same. The Forum. 
Enter SICIMUS and BRUTUS. 

Bru. In this point charge him home, that he 
affects 

Tyrannical power: if he evade us there, 
Enforce him with his envy to the people, 

And that the spoil got on the Antiates 4 
Was ne’er distributed.— 

Enter an dSdilo. 

What, will he come? 

/Ed. He's coming. 

Bru. How accompanied? 

/Ed. With old Menerdus, and those senators 
That always favour'd him. 

Sic. Have you a catalogue 8 

Of all the voices that we have procur’d. 

Set down by the poll? 

/Ed. I have; *tis ready. 

Sic. Have you collected them by tribes? 
jEd. 1 have. 

Sic. Assemble presently (he people hither; 12 
And when they hear me say, 1 It shall be so, 

I’ the right and strength o’ the commons,’ be it 
either 

For death, for fine, or banishment, then let 
them, 

Ifl say, fine, cry ’ fine,’—if death, cry‘death, j 6 
Insisting on the old prerogative 
And power i’ the truth o’ the cause. 

/Ed 1 shall inform them. 


Bru. And when such time they have begun 
to cry, 

Let them not cease, but with a din confus’d so 
Enforce the present execution 
Of what we chance to sentence. 

/Ed. Very well. 

Sic. Make them be strong and ready for this 
hint, 

When we shall hap to give’t them. 

Bru. Go about it 24 

1 Exit jEdile. 

Put him to choler straight He hath been us’d 
Ever to conquer, and to have his worth 
Of contradiction: being once chaf'd, he cannot 
Be rein’d again to temperance; then he speaks 
What's in his heart; and that is there which 
looks 29 

With us to break bis neck. 

Sic. Well, here he comes. 


Enter CORIOLANUS, MENENIUS, COMDOUS, 
Senators, and Patricians. 

Men. Calmly, I do beseech you. 

Cor. Ay, as an ostler, that for the poorest 
piece 32 

Will bear the knave by the volume. The 
honour’d gods 

Keep Rome in safety, and the chairs of Justice 
Supplied with worthy men! plant love among us! 
Throng our large temples with the shows of 
peace, 36 

And not our streets with wart 
First Sen. Amen, amen. 

Men. A noble wish. 


Re-enter iEdile, with Citizens. 

Sic. Draw near, ye people. 

/Ed. List to your tribunes; audience; peace! 
I say. 

Cor. First, hear me speak. 

Both Tri. Well, say. Peace, hoi 40 

Cor. Shall I be charg’d no further than this 
present? 

Must all determine here? 

Sic. 1 do demand, 

If you submit you to the people’s voices, 
Allow their officers, and are content 44 

To suffer lawfal censure for such faults 
As shall be prov’d upon you? 

Cor. 1 am content. 

Men. Lo! citizens, he says he is content: 
The war-like service he has done, consider; 

think 48 

Upon the wounds his body bears, which show 
Like graves i’ the holy churchyard. 

Cor. Scratches with briers. 

Scars to move laughter only. 

Men. Consider farther. 

That when he speaks not like a citizen, 32 
You find him like a soldier: do not take 
His rougher accents for malicious sounds. 
But, as I say, such as become a soldier, 
Rather than envy you. 

Com. Well, well; no more, s* 

Cor. What Is the matter, 

That being pass'd for consul with fall voice 



SCENE m] 


723 


CORIOLANUS 


I am so dishonour’d that the very hour 
You take it off again? 

Sic. Answer to us. «o 

Cor. Say, then: 'tis true, I ought so. 

Sic. We charge you, that you have contriv’d 
to take 

From Rome all season’d office, and to wind 
Yourself into a power tyrannical; 64 

For which you are a traitor to the people. 
Cor. How! Traitor! 

Men. Nay, temperately; your promise. 
Cor. The fires i' the lowest hell fo!d-in the 
people! 

Call me their traitor! Thou injurious tribune! 
Within thine eyes sat twenty thousand deaths. 
In thy hands clutch'd as many millions, in 
Thy lying tongue both numbers, I would say 
'Thou liest' unto thee with a voice as free 73 
As I do pray the gods. 

Sic. Mark you this, people ? 

Citizens. To the rock!—to the rock with him! 
Sic. Peace! 

We need not put new matter to his charge: 
What you have seen him do, and heard him 
speak, 76 

Beating your officers, cursing yourselves. 
Opposing laws with strokes, and here defying 
Those whose great power must try him; even 
this. 

So criminal and in such capital kind. So 
Deserves the extremes! death. 

Brit. But since he hath 

Serv'd well for Rome,— 

Cor. What do you prate of service? 

Bru. I talk of that, that know it. 

Cor. You! 

Men. Is this the promise that you made your 
mother? 84 

Com. Know, I pray you,— 

Cor. I'll know no farther: 

Let them pronounce the steep Tarpeian death, 
Vagabond exile. Saying, pent to linger 
But with a grain a day, I would not buy 88 
Their mercy at the price of one fair word, 
Nor check my courage for what they can give. 
To have't with saying ‘Good morrow.’ 

Sic. For that he has,— 

As much as in him lies,—from time to time 91 
Envied against the people, seeking means 
To pluck away their power, as now at last 
Given hostile strokes, and that not in the pre¬ 
sence 

Of dreaded Justice, but on the ministers 96 

That do distribute it; in the name o' the people, 
And in the power of us the tribunes, we, 

Even from this instant, banish him our city. 

In peril of precipitation 100 

From off the rock Tarpeian, never more 
To enter our Rome gates: i' the people’s name, 
I say, it shall be so. 

Citizens. It shall be so,—It shall be so,—Let 
him away.— 104 

He’s banish’d, and it shall be so. 

, Com. Hear me, my masters, and my com¬ 
mon friends,— 

■Sib, He’s sentenc’d; no more hearing. 


Com. Let me speak: 

I have been consul, and can show for Rome 108 
Her enemies' marks upon me. I do love 
My country’s good with a respect more tender, 
More holy, and profound, than mine own life. 
My dear wife’s estimate, her womb’s increase. 
And treasure of my loins; then if I would 113 
Speak that— 

Sic. We know your drift: speak what? 
Bru. There's no more to be said, but he is 
banish’d, 

As enemy to the people and his country: xiS 
It shall be so. 

Citizens. It shall be so,—it shall be so. 
Cor. You common cry of curs! whose breath 
I hate 

As reek o' the rotten fens, whose loves I prize 
As the dead carcases of unburied men iso 
That do corrupt my air, I banish you; 

And here remain with your uncertainty! 

Let every feeble rumour shake your hearts! 

Y our enemies, with nodding of their plumes, 124 
Fan you into despair! Have the power still 
To banish your defenders; till at length 
Your ignorance,—which finds not, till it feels,— 
Making but reservation of yourselves,— 1*8 

Still your own foes,—deliver you as most 
Abated captives to some nation 
That won you without blows 1 Despising, 

For you, the city, thus I turn my back: 13a 
There is a world elsewhere. 

[Exeunt coriolanus, cominius, menenius. 
Senators, and Patricians. 
t€d. The people's enemy is gone, is gone! 
Citizens. Our enemy is banish’d!—he is 
gone!—Hoo! hool 

[They all shout and throw up their caps. 
Sic. Go,seehimoutatgates,andfoUowhim, 
As he hath follow’d you, with all despite; 137 
Give him deserv’d vexation. Let a guard 
Attend us through the city. 

Citizens. Come, come,—let us see Mm out at 
gates! come! 140 

The gods preserve our noble tribunes! Cornel 

[Exeunt. 


ACT IV 

Scene I.— Rome. Before a Gate of the City. 
Enter CORIOLANUS, VOLUMN1A, VIRQILIA, MENE¬ 
NIUS, cominius, and several young Patricians. 
Cor. Come,leaveyourtears:abrieffareweU: 
the beast 

With many heads butts me away. Nay, mother, 
Where is your ancient cqurage? you were us’d. 
To say extremity was the trier of spirits; 4 

That common chances common men could bear; 
That when the sea was calm all boats alike 
Show’d mastership in floating, fortune’s blows, 
When most struck home, being gentle wounded, 
craves 8 

A noble cunning: you were us’d to load me 
With precepts that would make invincible 
The heart that conn’d them. 

Vir. O heavens! O heavens! 

Cor. Nay, I prithee, woman,— 
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VoL Now the red pestilence »trikc all trades 
in Rowe, <3 

And occupation perishl 
Cor. What, what, what I 

I ihall be lov’d when I am lack'd. Nay, mother. 
Resume that spirit, when you were wont to say, 
If you had been the wife of Hercules, 17 

Six of his labours you’d have done, and sav’d 
Your husband so much sweat. Cominius, 
Droop not; adieu. Farewell, my wife! my 
mother! 20 

I’ll do well yet Thou old and true Menenius, 
Thy tears are sal ter than a younger man’s. 
And venomous to thine eyes. My sometime 
general, 

I have seen thee stern, and thou hast oft beheld 
Heart-hardening spectacles; tell these sad 

women 23 

Tis fond to wad inevitable strokes 
As ’tis to laugh at them. My mother, you wot 
well 

My hazards still have been your solace; and 21 
Believe’t not lightly,—though I go alone 
Like to a lonely dragon, that his fen 
Makes fear’d and talk’d of more than seen,— 
your son 

Will or exceed the common or be caught 32 

With cautelous baits and practice. 

Vol. My first son. 

Whither wilt thou go? Take good Cominius 
With thee awhile: determine on some course, 
More than a wild exposture to each chance 36 
That starts i’ the way before thee. 

Cor. O the gods! 

Com. m follow thee a month, devise with 
thee 

Where thou shalt rest, that thonmayst bear of us. 
And we of thee: so, if the time thrust forth 4° 
A cause for thy repeal, we shall not send 
O’er the vast world to seek a single man, 

And lose advantage, which doth ever cool 
I’ the a{>sence of the nceder. 

Cor. Fare ye well: 44 

Thou hast years upon thee; and thou art too full 
Of the wars' surfeits, to go rove with one 
That’s yet unbruis’d: bring me but out at gate. 
Come, my sweet wife, my dearest mother, and 48 
My friends of noble touch, when I am forth. 
Bid me farewell, and smile. I pray you, come. 
While I remain above the ground you shall 
Hear from me still; and never of me aught $2 
But what is like me formerly. 

Men. , That’s worthily 

As any ear can bear. Come, let’s not weep. 

If I could shake off but one seven yean 
From these old arms and legs, by the good gods, 
I’d with thee evety foot. 

Cor. Give me dry hand: 37 

Come. 1 Exeunt. 

Scott H .—The Same. A Street near 
the Cate. 

Enter mctmos, brutus, and an MdSe. 

Sie. Bid them all home; he’s gone, and well 
aofimher. 


The nobility are vex’d, whom we see have sided 
In his behalf. 

Bru. Now we have shown one power. 
Let us seem humbler after it is done 4 

Than when it was a-doing. 

Sic. Bid them borne; 

Say their great enemy is gone, and they 
Stand in their ancient strength. 

Bru. Dismiss them home. 

[Exit Adilc. 

Enter voi.UMNlA, vntfflUA, and menbniu*. 
Here comet his mother. 

Sic. Let’* not meet her. 

Bru. Why? 

Sic. They say she’s mad. 9 

Bru. They have ta’en note of ua: keep on 
your way. 

Vol. O! you’re well met The hoarded plague 
o’ the gods 
Requite your love! 

Men. Peace, peace! be not so loud. 

Vol. If that I could lot weeping, you should 
bear,— 13 

Nay, and you shall hear some. [To Minus.} 
Will you be gone? 

Vir. [To sicintus.] You shall ctay too. I 
would I had the power 
To say so to my husband. 

Sic. Are you mankind? is 

Vol. Ay, fool; it that a shame? Note but 
this fool. 

Was not a man my father? Hadst thou foxship 
To ba nish him that struck more blows for Rome 
Than thou hast spoken words? 

Sic. O blessed heavens! 

Vol. More noble blows than ever thou wise 
words; 21 

And for Rome’s good. I’ll tell thee what; yet 
go: 

Nay, but thou sbalt stay too: I would my son 
Were in Arabia, and thy tribe before him, 24 
His good sword in his hand. 

Sic. What then? 

Vir. What then! 

He’d make an end of thy posterity. 

Vol. Bastards and all. 

Good man, the wounds that he does bear for 
Rome! »* 

Men. Come, come: peace! 

Sic. I would be had continu'd to his country 
As he began, and not unknit himself 
The noble knot he made. 

Bm. I would he had. 32 

Vol. ‘I would he had!' Twas you incens’d 
the rabble: 

Cats, that can judge as fitly of his worth 
As I can of those mysteries which heaven 
Will not have earth to know. 

Bru. Pray, let us go. 3 « 

Vol. Now, pray, sir, get you gone: 

You have done a brave deed. Ere you go, hear 
this: 

As far as doth the Capitol exceed 

The meanest house in Rome, so far my son, —40 

This lady's husband here, this, do you see,— 
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Whom you have banish'd, does exceed you all. 

Bru. Well, well, we'll leave you. 

Sic. Why stay we to be baited 

With one that wants her wits? 

Vol. Take my prayers with you. 

[Exeunt Tribunes. 
1 would the gods had nothing else to do 45 
But to confirm my curses 1 Could I meet ’em 
But once a day, it would unclog my heart 
Of what lies heavy to’t. 

Men. You have told them home, 

And, by my troth, you have cause. You’ll sup 
with me? 49 

Vol. Anger’s my meat; I sup upon myself. 
And so shall starve with feeding. Come, let’s 
go. 

Leave this faint puling and lament as I do, 52 
In anger, Juno-like. Come, come, come. 

Men. Fie, fie, fie! [Exeunt. 

Scene HI.— A Hignway between Rome and 
Antium. 

Enter a Roman and a Volsce, meeting. 

Rom. I know you well, sir, and you know 
me: your name I think is Adrian. 

Vols. It is so, sir: truly, I have forgot you. 

Rom. I am a Roman; and my services are, 
as you are, against 'on: know you me yeti j 

rob. Nicanor? No. 

Rom. The same, sir. 

Vob. You had more beard, when I last saw 
you; but your favour is well approved by your 
tongue. What’s the news in Rome? I have a 
note from the Volsdan state to find you out 
there: you have well saved me a day’s journey. 

Rom. There hath been in Rome strange in¬ 
surrections: the people against the senators, 
patricians, and nobles. 15 

Vols. Hath been! Is it ended then? Our 
state thinks not so; they are in a most war-like 
preparation, and hope to come upon them in 
the heat of their division. 19 

Rom. Themainblazeofiti<spast,butasmal] 
thing would makeit flame again. For the nobles 
receive so to heart the banishment of that 
worthy Coriolanus, that they are in a ripe apt¬ 
ness to take all power from the people and to 

f iluck from them their tribunes tor ever. This 
ies glowing, I can tell you, and is almost 
mature for the violent breaking out. 

Vols. Coriolanus banished I >8 

Rom. Banished, sir. 

Vob. You will be welcome with this intelli¬ 
gence, Nicanor. 31 

Rom. The day serves well for them now. I 
have heard it said, the fittest time to corrupt a 
man's wife is when she’s fallen out with her 
husband. Your noble Tullus Aufidius will 
appear well in these wars, his great opposer, 
Coriolanus, being now in no request of his 
country. 3s 

Vob. He cannot choose. I am most for¬ 
tunate, thus accidentally to encounter you: you 
have ended my business, end 1 will merrily 
accompany you home. «s 


Rom. I shall, between this and supper, tell 
you most strange things from Rome : all tending 
to the good of their adversaries. Have you an 
army ready, say you? 4s 

Vols. A most royal one: the centurions and 
their charges distinctly billeted, already in the 
entertainment, and to be on foot at an hour’s 
warning. 30 

Rom. I am joyful to hear of their readiness, 
and am the man, 1 think, that shall set them in 
present action. So, sir, heartily well met, and 
most glad of your company. 

Vob. You take my part from me, sir; I have 
the most cause to be glad of yours. 56 

Rom. Well, let us go together. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV.— Antium. Before aufidius' House. 
Enter coriolanus, in mean apparel, 
duguised and muffled. 

Cor. A goodly city is this Antium. City, 
Tis I that made thy widows: many an heir 
Of these fair edifices ’fore my wars 
Have I heard groan and drop: then, know me 
not, 4 

Lest that thy wives with spits and boys with 
stones 

In puny battle slay me. 

Enw a Citizen. 

. . Save you, sir. 

Cit. And you. 

Cor. Direct me, if it be your will. 

Where great Aufidius lies. Is he in Antium? 8 
Cit. He is, and feasts the nobles of the state 
At his house this night. 

Cor. Which & his house, beseech you? 
Cit. This, here before you. 

Cor. Thank you, sir. Farewell. 

[Exit Citizen. 

O worldl thy slippery turns. Friends now fast 
sworn, 12 

Whose double bosoms seem to wear one heart. 
Whose hours, whose bed, whose meal, and 
exercise. 

Are still together, who twin, as 'twere, in love 
Unseparable, shall within this hour, it 
On a dissension of a doit, break out 
To bitterest enmity: so, fellest foes, 

Whose passions aiul whose plots nave broke 
their sleep 

To take the one the other, by some chance,» 
Some trick not worth an egg, shall grow dear 
friends 

And interjoin their issues. So with me: 

My birth-place hate I, and my love’s upon 
This enemy town. I’ll enter: if he slay me, >4 
He does fair justice; if he give me way, 

I’ll do his country service. [Exit. 

Scbnx V .—The Same. A Ball In kvnmjt 
House. 

Musk within. Enter a Servingman. 

First Serr. Wine, wine, winel What service 
it bent 1 think our fellows an aakep. lExit. 
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Enter a Second Servingman. 

Sec. Serv. Where’s Corns? my master calls 
for him. Cotust [Exit. 

Enter coriolanus. 

Cor. A goodly house: the feast smells well; 
but X 5 

Appear not like a guest. 

Re-enter the First Servingman. 

First Serv. What would you have, friend? 
Whence are you? Here's no place for you: 
pray, go to the door. [Exit. 

Cor. I have deserv’d no better entertain¬ 
ment, 

In being Coriolanus. u 

Re-enter Second Servingman. 

See. Serv. Whence are you, sir? Has the 
porter his eyes in his head, that he gives en¬ 
trance to such companions ? Pray, get you out. 
Cor. Away I 

Sec. Serv. ‘Away!’ Get you away. 16 

Cor. Now, thou art troublesome. 

Sec. Serv. Are you so brave? I’ll have you 
talked with anon. 

Enter a Third Servingman. Re-enter the First. 
Third Serv. What fellow’s this? so 

First Serv. A strange one as ever I looked on: 
I cannot get him out o’ the house: prithee, call 
my master to him. 

Third Serv. What have you to do here, 
fellow? Pray you, avoid the house. 25 

Cor. Let me but stand; I will not hurt your 
hearth. 

Third Serv. What are you? a* 

Cor. A gentleman. 

Third Serv. A marvellous poor one. 

Cor. True, so I am. 

Third.Serv. Pray you, poor gentleman, take 
up some other station; here's no place for you; 
pray you, avoid: come. 34 

Cor. Follow your function: go, and batten 
on cold bits. [Pushes him away. 

Third Serv. What, you will not? Prithee, 
tell my master what a strange guest he has here. 
Sec. Serv. And I shall. [Exit. 

Third Serv. Where dwell’st thou? 40 

Cor. Under the canopy. 

Third Serv. ’Under the canopy 1 ’ 

Cor. Ay. 

Third Serv. Where’s that? 44 

Cor. I’ the city of kites and crows. 

Third Serv. ‘I s the city of kites and crows! ’ 
What an ass it is! Then thou dwell’st with 
daws too? 48 

Cor. No; I serve not thy master. 

Third Serv. How sir! Do you meddle with 
my master? 

Cor. Ay: ’tis an honester service than to 
meddle with thy mistress. S 3 

Thou prat’st, and prat'st: serve with thy 
trencher. Hence. [Beats him away. 


Enter AUFiDtus and First Servingman. 

Auf. Where is this fellow? 

Sec. Serv. Here, sir: I’d have beaten him like 
a dog, but for disturbing the lords within. 37 
Auf. Whence com'st thou? what wouldst 
thou? Thy name? 

Why speak’st not? Speak, man: what's thy 
name? 

Cor. [Unmuffling.] If, Tullus, 60 

Not yet thou know’st me, and, seeing me, dost 
not 

Think me for the man I am, necessity 
Commands me name myself. 

Auf. What Is thy name? 

[Servants retire. 
Cor. AnameunmusicaltotheVolscians’ears, 
And harsh in sound to thine. 

Auf. Say, what’s thy name? 6 j 

Thou hast a grim appearance, and thy face 
Bears a command m't; though thy tackle's 
tom. 

Thou show’st a noble vessel. What’s thy name ? 
Cor. Prepare thy brow to frown. Know’st 
thou me yet? *9 

Auf. I know thee not. Thy name? 

Cor. My name is Caius Marcius, who bath 
done 

To thee particularly, and to all the Volsces, 72 
Great hurt and mischief; thereto witness may 
My surname, Coriolanus: the painful service. 
The extreme dangers, and the drops of blood 
Shed for my thankless country, are requited 16 
But with that surname: a good memory, 

And witness of the malice and displeasure 
Which thou shouldst bear me: only that name 
remains; 

The cruelty and envy of the people, *0 
Permitted by our dastard nobles, who 
Have all forsook me, hath devour’d the rest; 
And suffer’d me by the voice of slaves to be 
Whoop’d out of Rome. Now this extremity 84 
Hath brought me to thy hearth j not out of hope, 
Mistake me not, to save my life; for if 
I had fear’d death, of all the men i’ the world 
I would have ’voided thee; but in mere spite, 
To be full quit of those my banishers, s» 
Stand I before thee here. Then if thou hast 
A heart of wreak in thee, that will revenge 
Thine own particular wrongs and stop those 
maims 92 

Of shame seen through thy country, speed thee 
straight, 

And make my misery serve thy turn: so use it. 
That my revengeful services may prove 
As benefits to thee, for I will fight 96 

Against my canker’d country with the spleen 
Of all the under fiends. But if so be 
Thou dar’st not this, and that to prove more 
fortunes 

Thou art tir’d, then, in a word, I also am 100 
Longer to live most weary, and present 
My throat to thee and to thy ancient malice; 
Which not to cut would show thee but a fool, 
Since I have ever follow’d thee with hate, «4 
Drawn tuns ofblood oat of thy country’s breast. 
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And cannot live but to thy shame, unless 
It be to do thee service. 

Auf. O Marcius, Mareius! 

Each word thou hast spoke hath weeded from 
my heart ros 

A root of ancient envy. If Jupiter 
Should from yond cloud speak divine things, 
And say, "Tis true,’ I’d not believe them more 
Than thee, all noble Marcius. Let me twine 
Mine arms about that body, where against 113 
My grained ash a hundred times hath broke. 
And scarr’d the moon with splinters: here I clip 
The anvil of my sword, and do contest us 
As hotly and as nobly with thy love 
As ever in ambitious strength I did 
Contend against thy valour. Know thou first, 
I lov'd the maid I married; never man 120 
Sigh'd truer breath; but that I see thee here. 
Thou noble thing! more dances my rapt heart 
Than when I first my wedded mistress saw 
Bestride my threshold. Why, thou Mars! I tell 
thee, 124 

We have a power on foot; and I had purpose 
Once more to hew thy target from thy brawn. 
Or lose mine arm for't. Thou hast beat rne out 127 
Twelve several times, and 1 have nightly since 
Dreamt of encounters 'twixt thyself and me; 
We have been down together in my sleep, 
Unbuckling helms, fisting each other’s throat, 
And wak’d half dead with nothing. Worthy 
Marcius, 132 

Had we no quarrel else to Rome, but that 
Thou art thence banish'd, we would muster all 
From twelve to seventy, and, pouring war 
Into the bowels of ungrateful Rome, 136 
Like a bold flood o’er-bear. O! come; go in. 
And take our friendly senators by the hands, 
Who now are here, taking their leaves of me. 
Who am prepar’d against your territories, 140 
Though not for Rome itself. 

Cor. You bless me, gods! 

Auf. Therefore, most absolute sir, if thou 
wilt have 

The leading of thine own revenges, take 
The one half of my commission, and set down, 
As best thou art experienc'd, since thou know’st 
Thy country’s strength and weakness, thine own 
ways; 

Whether to knock against the gates of Rome, 
Or rudely visit them in parts remote, 148 
To fright them, ere destroy. But come in: 

Let me commend thee first to those that shall 
Say yea to thy desires. A thousand welcomes! 
And more a friend than e’er an enemy; 15* 
Yet, Marcius, that was much. Your hand: 
most welcome! 

[Exeunt cowolanus and AUFinros. 

First Serv. [Advancing.] Here's a strange 
alteration! 

Sec. Serv. By my hand, I had thought to 
have strucken him with a cudgel; and yet my 
mind gave me his clothes made a false report of 
him. >59 

First Serv. What an arm he has! He turned 
tote about with his finger and his thumb, as one 
would set up a top. 
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Sec. Serv. Nay, I knew by his face that there 
was something in him: he had, sir, a kind efface, 
methought,— I cannot tell how to term it. 16J 
First Serv. He had so; looking as it were, — 
would 1 were hanged but I thought there was 
more in him than I could think. 168 

See. Serv. So did I, I’ll be sworn: he is simply 
the rarest man i’ the world. 

First Serv. I think he is; but a greater 
soldier tlian he you wot on. 17a 

Sec. Serv. Who? my master? 

First Serv. Nay, it’s no matter for that. 

Sec. Serv. Worth six on him. 

First Serv. Nay, not so neither; but I take 
him to be the greater soldier, 177 

Sec. Serv. Faith, look you, one cannot tell 
how to say that; for the defence of a town our 
general is excellent. i8o 

First Serv. Ay, and for an assault too. 

Re-enter Third Servingman. 

Third Serv. O slaves! I can tell you news; 
news, you rascals. 

Sec! Serv. } ' Vhat > what, what ? let’s partake. 
Third Serv. I would not be a Roman, of all 
nations; I had as lief be a condemned man. 186 

Sec!Serv. } Wherefore? wherefore? 

Third Serv. Why, here’s he that was wont to 
thwack our general, Caius Marcius. 

First Serv. Why do you say ‘thwack our 
general?’ 191 

Third Serv. 1 do not say, * thwack our gene¬ 
ral;' but he was always good enough for him. 

Sec. Serv. Come, we are fellows and friends: 
he was ever too hard for him; I have heard him 
say so himself. 196 

FirstServ. Hewastoohardforhim,—directly 
to say the truth on’t: before Corioli he scotched 
him and notched him like a carbonado. 

Sec. Serv. An he had been caimibally given, 
he might have broiled and eaten him too. 201 
First Serv. But, more of thy news. 

Third Serv. Why, he is so made on here 
within, as if he were son and heir to Mars; set 
at upper end o’ the table; no question asked 
him by any of the senators, but they stand bald 
beforehim. Ourgeneralhimselfmakesamistress 
of him; sanctifies himself with’s hand, and turns 
up the white o’ the eye to his discourse. But the 
bottom of the news is, our general is cut i’ the 
middle, and but one half of what he was yester¬ 
day, for the other has half, by the entreaty and 
grant of the whole table. He ll go, he says, and 
sowle the porter of Rome gates by the ears: he 
will mow down all before him, and leave his 
passage polled. 216 

Sec. Serv. And he’s as like to do’t as any 
man I can imagine. 

Third Serv. Do’t! he will do’t; for—look 
you, sir—he has as many friends as enemies; 
which friends, sir —as it were—durst not—look 
you, sir—show themselves—as we term it—his 
friends, whilst he’s in directitude. 

First Serv. Directitude 1 what’s that? 224 




_is a very apoplexy, lethargy; mulled, deaf, 

sleepy, insensible: a getter of more bastard 
children than war s a destroyer of men. xu 
Sec. Sen. Tis so: and as war, in some sort, 
may be said to be a ravisher, so it cannot be 
denied but peace is a great maker of cuckolds. 

First Sen. Ay, and it makes men hate one 
another. *47 

Third Sere. Reason: because they then less 

need one another. The wars for my money. I 
hope to see Romans as cheap as Volsdiuu. 
They are rising, they are rising. as> 

All. In, in, m, in! [Exeunt. 

Sctsh VI.— Rome. A Public Place. 

Eater scmius and aairrus. 

Sic. We hear not of him, neither need we 
fear him; 

His remedies are tame i’ the present peace 
And quietness o’ the people, which before 
Were in wild hurry. Here do we make his 
friends 4 

Blush that the world goes well, who rather had, 
Though they themselves did suffer fay *t, behold 
Dissendous numbers pestering streets, than see 
Our tradesmen singing in their shops and going 
About their functions friendly. 9 

Enter menhtqus. 

Bru. We stood to’t in good time. Is this 
Menenius? 

Sic. Tithe,'tishe. Oi he is grown most kind 
Of late. Hail, airl 

Men. Hail to you bothl » 

Sic. Your Coriolanus is not much miss’d 
But with his friends: the commonwealth doth 
stand. 

And so would do, were he more angry at it 
Men. Ali’s well; and might have been much 
better, if 1* 

He could have temporiz’d. 

Sic. Where is he, hear you) 

Men. Nay, I hear nothing: his mother and 
fab wife 

Hear nothing from him. 

Eater three or fear Ottawa. 

Citizens. The cods preserve you both! 

Sic. Good den, our neighbours. 20 

As. Good <bo to you all, good den to you all. 


O'ercome with pride, ambitious past all think* 
ing, 

Self-loving,— 

Sic. And affecting one sole throne, ja 
Without assistance. 

Men. I think not so. 

Sic. We should by this, to all our lamentation. 
If he had gone forth consul, found it to. 

Bru. The gods have well prevented it, and 
Rome st 

Sits safe and still without him. 

Enter an Aid He. 

ASd. Worthy tribunes. 

There is a slave, whom we have put in prison. 
Reports, the Volaces with two several powers 
Are enter’d in the Roman territories, 40 

And with the deepest malice of the war 
Destroy what lies before them. 

Men. Tis Aufidius, 

Who, hearing of our Mardus’ banishment. 
Thrusts forth his horns again into the world; 44 
Which were inshell’d whim Mardus stood for 
Rome, 

And durst not once peep out. 

Sic. Come, what talk you of Mardus) 

Bru. Go see this rumourer whipp’d. It can¬ 
not be 4* 

The Voisces dare break with us. 

Men. Cannot bel 

We have record that very well it can. 

And three examples of the like have been 
Within my age. But reason with the fellow, js 
Before you punish him, where he heard this. 
Lest you shall chance to whip your information. 
And beat the messe n g e r who bids beware 
Of what is to be dreaded. 

Sic. Tell not me: s« 

I know this cannot be. 

Bru. Not pamihle 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. The nobles In great earnestness are 
going 

All to tbs senate-house: some news is come. 
That tan a ttdy com^qumett 
Sic. Tis this slave.—60 

Go whip him Tore the people’s eyes: his raising; 
Nothing but bis report 
Mess. Yes, worthy sir, 

The slave’s repeat is seconded; and more, 
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More fearful, is deliver’d. 

Sic. What more fearfbl? 64 

Mess. It isspokefreely out of many mouths— 
How probable I do not know—that Marcius, 
Join’d with Aufidius, leads a power ’gainst 
Rome, 

And vows revenge as spacious as between 68 
The young’st and oldest thing. 

Sic. This is most likely. 

Bru. Rais’d only, that the weaker sort may 
wish 

Good Marcius home again. 

Sic. The very trick on’t. 

Men. This is unlikely: 12 

He and Aufidius can no more atone, 

Than violentest contrariety. 

Enter another Messenger. 

Sec. Mess. You are sent for to the senate: 
A fearful army, led by Caius Marcius, 76 
Associated with Aufidius, rages 
Upon our territories; and have already 
O’erborne their way, consum’d with fire, and 
took 

What lay before them. 80 


Enter cominius. 

Com. O! you have made good work! 

Men. What news? what news? 

Com. You have holp to ravish your own 
daughters, and 

To melt the city leads upon your pates. 

To see your wives dishonour’d to your noses,— 
Men. What's the news? what’s the news? 85 
Com. Your temples burned in their cement, 
and 

Your franchises, whereon you stood, confin’d 
Into an auger's bore. 

Men. Pray now, your news?—88 

You have made fair work, I fear me. Pray, your 
news? 

If Marcius should be Join'd with Volscians,— 
Com. If! 

He is their god: he leads them like a thing 
Made by some other deity than Nature, 92 
That shapes man better; and they follow him. 
Against us brats, with no less confidence 
Than boys pursuing summer butterflies. 

Or butchers killing flies. 

Men. You have made good work, 96 

You, and your apron-men; you that stood so 
much 

Upon the voice of occupation and 
The breath of garlic-eaters! 

Com. He will shake 

Your Rome about your ears. 

Men. As Hercules 100 

Did shake down mellow fruit You have made 
fair work I 

Bru. But is this true, sir? 

_ Com. Ay; and you 11 look pale 

» Before you find it other. All the regions 
Do smilingly revolt ; and who resist 104 
Ate mock’d for valiant ignorance, 

Andgerish constant fools. Who is t can blame 


Your enemies, and his, find something in him. 

Men. We are all undone unless xol 

The noble man have mercy. 

Com. Who shall ask it ? 

The tribunes cannot do’t for shame; the people 
Deserve such pity of him as the wolf 
Does of the shepherds: for his best friends, if 
they 112 

Should say, ‘Be good to Rome,’ they charg'd 
him even 

As those should do that had deserv’d his hate, 
And therein show’d like enemies. 

Men. *Tis true: 

If he were putting to my house the brand 116 
That should consume it, I have not the face 
To say, 4 Beseech you, cease.’—You have made 
fair hands, 

You and your crafts! you have crafted fair! 

Com. You have brought 

A trembling upon Rome, such as was never ijq 
S o incapable of help. 

Bru.) Say not we brought it. 

Men. Howl Wasitwe? We lov’d him; but, 
like beasts 

And cowardly nobles, gave way unto your 
clusters. 

Who did hoot him out o’ the city. 

Com. But I fear 124 

They’ll roar him in again. Tullus Aufidius, 
The second name of men, obeys his points 
As if he were his officer: desperation 
Is all the policy, strength, and defence, 128 
That Rome can make against them. 


Enter a troop of Citizens. 


Men. Here come the clutters. 

And is Aufidius with him? You are they 
That made the air unwholesome, when you 
cast 

Your stinking greasy caps in hooting at 13a 
Coriolanus’ exile. Now he’s coming; 

And not a hair upon a soldier’s head 
Which will not prove a whip: as many cox¬ 


combs 

As you threw caps up will he tumble down, 136 
And pay you for your voices. *Tis no matter; 
If he could bum us all into one coal. 

We have deserv’d it. 

Citizens. Faith, we hear fearfhl news. 

First Cit. For mine own part. 

When I said banish him, I said ’twas pity. 141 
Sec. Cit. And so did t 
Third Cit. And so did I; and, to say the 
truth, so did very many of us. That we did we 
did for the best; and though we willingly con¬ 
sented to his banishment, yet it was against our 
will. 

Com. You’re goodly things, you voices! 
Men. Yon have made 

Good work, yon and your cry! Shall’1 to the 
Capitol? >49 

Com. Ol ay-what else? 

[Exeunt comintus and MENZNIUS. 
Sic. Go, masters, get you home; be not dis¬ 
may'd; 


41 




These are a side that would be glad to have 152 
This true which they so seem to fear. Go home. 
And show no sign of fear. 

First Cit. The gods be good to us! Come, 
masters, let’s home. I ever said we were i’ the 
wrong when we banished him. 157 

Sec. Cit. So did we all. But come, let’s home. 

[Exeunt Citizens. 
Bru. I do not like this news. 

Sic. Nor I. r6o 

Bru. Let’s to the Capitol. Would half my 
wealth 

Would buy this for a lie! 

Sic. Pray let us go. [ Exeunt. 

Scene VII .—A Camp at a small distance 
from Rome. 

Enter AUFlDius and his Lieutenant. 

Auf. Do they still fly to the Roman? 

Lieu. I do not know what witchcraft's in 
him, but 

Vour soldiers use him as the grace 'fore meat. 
Their talk at table, and their thanks at end; 4 
And you arc darken’d in this action, sir. 

Even by your own. 

Auf. I cannot help it now. 

Unless, by using means, I lame the foot 
Of our design. He bears himself more proudlier. 
Even to my person, than I thought he would 9 
When first I did embrace him; yet his nature 
In that’s no changeling, and I must excuse 
What cannot be amended. 

Lieu. Yet, I wish, sir,— is 

I mean for your particular,—you had not 
Join’d in commission with him; but either 
Had borne the action of yourself, or else 
To him had left it solely. 16 

Auf. I understand thee well; and be thou 


To fail in the disposing of those chances 40 
Which he was lord of; or whether nature, 

Not to be other than one thing, not moving 
From the casque to the cushion, but co mman d, 
ing peace 

Even with the same austerity and garb 44 
As he controll’d the war; but one of these. 

As he hath spices of them all, not all, 

For I dare so far free him, made him fear’d, 
So hated, and so banish’d: but he has a merit 48 
To choke it in the utterance. So our virtues 
Lie in the interpretation of the time; 

And power, unto itself most commendable, 
Hath not a tomb so evident as a chair sa 
To extol what it hath done. 

One fire drives out one fire; one nail, one nail; 
Rights by rights falter, strengths by strengths 
do fail. 

Come, let’s away. When, Caius, Rome is thine. 
Thou art poor’st of all; then shortly ait thou 
mine. [Exeunt. 

ACT V 

Scene I.— Rome. A Public Place. 

Enter menenjus, comtntjs, sicinius, brutus, 
and Others. 

' Men. No, I'll not go: you hear what he hath 
said 

Which was sometime his general; who lov’d 
him 

In a most dear particular. He call’d me father: 
But what o' that ? Go, you that banish’d him; 4 
A mile before his tent fall down, and knee 
The way into his mercy. Nay, if he coy’d 
To hear Cominius speak, I'll keep at home. 
Com. He would not seem to know me. 
Men. Do you hear? : 

Com. Yet one time he did call me by my 


sure. 

When he shall come to his account, he knows 
not 

What I can urge against him. Although it 
seems, 

And so he thinks, and is no less apparent so 
To the vu. t ar eye, that he. ears all things fairly. 
And shows good husbandry for the Volscian 
state. 

Fights dragon-like, and does achieve as soon 
As draw his sword; yet he hath left undone *4 
That which shall break his neck or hazard mine, 
Whene’er we come to our account. 

Lieu. Sir, I beseech you, think you he'll carry 
Rome? 

Auf. All places yield to him ere he sits down; 
And the nobility of Rome are his: 29 

The senators and patricians love him too: 

The tribunes are no soldiers; and their people 
Will be as rash in the repeal as hasty 32 
To expel him thence. I think he’ll be to Rome 
As is the osprey to the fisu, who takes it 
By sovereignty of nature. First he was 
A noble servant to them, but he could not 3* 
Carry his honours even; whether ’twas pride. 
Which out of daily fortune ever taints 
The happy man; whether defect of judgment. 


name. 

I urg’d our old acquaintance, and the drops 
That we have bled together Coriolanus 
He would not answer to; forbad all names; 1: 
He was a kind of nothing, titleless, 

Till he had forg'd himself a name o’ the fire 
Of burning Rome. 

Men. Why, so: you have made good work 
A pair of tribunes that have rack’d for Rome, it 
To make coals cheap: a noble memory! 

Com. I minded him how royal ’twas ti 
pardon 

When it was less expected: he replied. 

It was a bare petition of a state s< 

To one whom they had punish'd. 

Men. Very well. 

Could he say less? 

Com. I offer’d to awaken his regard 
For’s private friends: his answer to me was, 24 
He could not stay to pick them in a pile 
Of noisome musty chaff; he said 'twas folly. 
For one poor grain or two, to leave unbunit. 
And still to nose the offence. 

Men. For one poor grain or two! a* 

I am one of thdse; his mother, wife, his child. 
And this brave fellow too, we are the grains: 
You are the musty chaff, and you are smelt 
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Above the moon. We mult be burnt for yon. 32 
Sic. Nay, pray, be patient: if you refuse your 
aid 

In this so-never-needed help, yet do not 
Upbraid’s with our distress. But, sure, if you 
Would be your country’s pleader, your gooa 
tongue, s 6 

More than the instant army we can make. 
Might stop our countryman. 

Men. No; I’ll not meddle. 

Sic. Pray you, go to him. 

Men. What should I do? 4 ° 

Bru. Only make trial what your lore can do 
For Rome, towards Marcius. 

Men. Well; and say that Marcius 

Return me, as Cominius is return'd, 

Unheard; what then? 44 

But as a discontented friend, grief-shot 
With his unkindness? say *t be so? 

Sic. Yet your good will 

Must have that thanks from Rome, alter the 
measure 

As you intended well. 

Men. I’U undertake it: 48 

I think he’ll hear me. 1 et, to bite his lip, 

And hum at good Cominius, much unhearts me. 
He was not taken wed; he had not din'd: 

The veins uniill'd, our blood is cold, and then 32 
We pout upon the morning, are unapt 
To give or to forgive; but when we have stuff’d 
These pipes and these conveyances of our blood 
With wine and feeding, we have suppler souls 56 
Than in our priest-like fasts: therefore, I’ll 
watch him 

Till he be dieted to my request. 

And then I’ll set upon him. 

Bru. You know the very road into his kind¬ 
ness, 60 

And cannot lose your way. 

Men. Good faith. Til prove him, 

Speed how it will. I shall ere long have know- 
ledge , 

Of my success, [Exit. 

Com. He’ll never hear him. 

Sic. Not? 

Com. I tell you he does sit in gold, his eye 64 
Red as 'twould bum Rome, and his injury 
The gaoler to bis pity. I kneel’d before him; 
'Twas very faintly he said ‘Rise;’ dismiss d me 
Thus, with his speechless hand: what he would 
do 68 

He sent In writing after me: what he would not. 
Bound with an oath to yield to his conditions: 
So that all hope is vain 
Unless his noble mother and his wife, 71 
Who, as I hear, mean to solicit him 
For mercy to his country. Therefore let s hence, 
And with our fair entreaties haste them on. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene 0 .—The Volscian Camp before Rome. 
• The Guards at their stations. 

Enter to them, menbnius. 

First Guard. Stay I whence are you? 

Sec. Guari Standi and go back. 


Men. You guard like men; ’tis well; but, by 
your leave, 

T am an officer of state, and come 
To speak with Coriolanus. 

First Guard. From whence? 

Men. From Rome. 

First Guard. You may not pass; you must 
return; our general 3 

Will no more hear from thence. 

Sec. Guard. You’ll see your Rome embrac’d 
with fire before 
You’ll speak with Coriolanus. 

Men. Good my friends, 

0 you have heard your general talk of Rome, 9 
And of his friends there, it is lots to blanks 
My name hath touch’d your ears: it is Mene- 
nius. 

First Guard. Be it so; go back: the virtue of 
your name 12 

Is not here passable. 

Men. I tell thee, fellow. 

Thy general is my lover: I have been 
The book of his good acts, whence men have 
read 

His fame unparallel’d, haply amplified; 16 

For I have ever glorified my friends— 

Of whom he’s chief-—with all the size that verity 
Would without lapsing suffer: nay, sometimes. 
Like to a bowl upon a subtle ground, 20 
I have tumbled past the throw, and in his praise 
Have almost stamp’d the leasing. Therefore, 
fellow, 

I must have leave to pass. 

First Guard. Faith, sir, if you had told as 
many lies in his behalf asyouhave uttered words 
in your own, you should not pass here; no, 
though it were as virtuous to lie as to live 
chastely. Therefore go back. 28 

Men. Prithee, fellow, remember my name is 
Menenius, always factionary on the party of 
your general. 

Sec. Guard. Howsoever you have been his 
liar—as you say you have—I am one thai, 
telling true under him, must say you cannot 
pass. Tbnrefore go back. 33 

Men. Has he dined, canst thou tell? for I 
would not speak with him till after dinner. 
First Guard. You are a Roman, are you? 
Men. I am as thy general is. 39 

First Guard. Then you should hate Rome, as 
he does. Can you, when you have pushed out 
your gates the very defender of them, ana. In a 
violent popular ignorance, given your enemy 
your shield, think to front his revenges with Ore 
easy groans of old women, the virginal palms of 
your daughters, or with the palsied intercession 
of such a decavcd dotant as you seem to be? 
Can you think to blow out the intended fire your 
city is ready to flame in with such weak breath 
as this? No, you are deceived; therefore, back 
to Rome, and prepare for your execution: you 
are con lined, our general has sworn you out 

^Men^Shrrah, ifthycaptain knew X were here, 
be would use me with estimation. 

Sec. Guard. Come, my captainlmows you not 
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Men. I mean, thy general. 57 First Guard. A noble fellow, I warrant him. 

First Guard. My general cares not for you. Sec. Guard. The worthy fellow is our general: 
Back, I ray: go, lest Ilet forth your half-pint of he is the rock, the oak not to be wind-shaken. 


blood; back, that's the utmost of your having 
back. 61 

Men. Nay, but, fellow, fellow,— 

Enter coriolanus and auhdius. 

Cor. What’s the matter? 

Men. Now.youcompanionJ’llsayanerrand 
for you: you shall know now that I am in 
estimation; you shall perceive that a Jack 
guardant cannot office me from my son Corio¬ 
lanus: guess, but by my entertainment with 
him, if thou standest not i’ the state of hanging, 
or of some death mom long in spectatoxship, 
and crueller in suffering; behold now presently, 
and swound for what’s to come upon thee. [To 
coriolanus.) The glorious gods sit in hourly 
synod about thy particular prosperity, and love 
thee no worse than thy old father Menenius 
doesl O my son! my son! thou art preparing 
fire for us: look thee, here’s water to quench it. 
I was hardly moved to come to thee; but being 
assured none but myself could move thee, I 
have been blown out of your rates with sighs; 
and conjure thee to pardon Rome, and thy 
petitionary countrymen. The goodgods assuage 


[Exeunt. 

Scene III. —The Tent of coriolanus. 
Enter coriolanus, AuriDius, and Others. 
Cor. We will before the walls of Rome to¬ 
morrow 

Set down our host My partner in this action. 
You must report to the Volscian lords, how 
plainly 

I have borne this business. 

Auf. Only their ends 4 

You have respected: stopp’d your ears against 
The general suit of Rome; never admitted 
A private whisper; no, not with such friends 
That thought them sure ofyou. 

Cor. Inis last old man, 8 

Whom with a crack’d heart I have sent to Rome, 
Lov’d me above the measure of a father; 

Nay, godded me indeed. Their latest refuge 
Was to send him ; for whose old love 1 have, 12 
Though I show’d sourly to him, once more 
offer’d 

The first conditions, which they did refuse. 


jjcuuuuaxycumiuyuicu. xucgwuBuusuauw canDOt to grace him only 

thy wrath, and turn the dregs of It upon this JrT. Tfr"". ‘‘•ryv* ,TT 7 ., uTo..« 

lurtohKrn-thia whn lit* a Hhvk h«fii .L-ni-o That thqught hecoulddo more. A very little 1« 


varlet here; this, who, like a block, hath denied 
my access to thee. 85 

Cor. Away! 

Men. How! away! 

Cor. Wife, mother, child, I know not My 
affairs 88 

Are servanted to others: though I owe 
My revenge properly, my remission lies 
In Volscian breasts. That we have been familiar. 
Ingrate forgetfulness shall poison, rather 91 
Than pity note how much. Therefore, be gone: 
Mine ears against sour suits are stronger than 
Your gates against my force. Yet, for I lov'd 
thee, 

Take this along; I writ it for tlnr sake, 96 
[Gives a paper. 

And would have sent it Another word, Mene- 
niu*. 

I will not hear thee speak. This man, Aufidius, 
Was my belov’d in Rome: yet thou behold’st! 
Auf. You keep a constant temper. too 
[Exeunt coriolanus and aufidius. 
First Guard. Now, sir,isyour name Menenius ? 
Sec. Guard. ‘Tis a spell, you see, of much 
power. You know the way home again. 

First Guard. Do you hear how we are shent 
for keeping your greatness back? xos 

See. Guard. What cause, do you think, I 
have to swound? 

Men. I neither care 
general: for such things as you, I can 
mink them’s any, ye’re so slight. He that hath 
a will to die by himself ftars it not from another. 
Let your general do his worst. For you, be that 
you are, long; and your misery increase with 
your age! I say to you, as I was said to, Awe^l 


I have yielded to; fresh embassies and suits, 
Nor from the state, nor private friends, here¬ 
after 

Will I lend ear to. [Shout within.] Hal what 
shout is this? 

Shall 1 be tempted to infringe my vow so 
In the same time 'tis made? I will not. 

Enter, in mourning habits, vmGitiA, volumnia, 
leading young MARaus, Valeria, and Atten¬ 
dants. 

My wife comes foremost; then the honour’d 
mould v 

Wherein this trunk was fram'd, and in her hand 
The grandchild to her blood. But out, affec¬ 
tion! 34 

All bond and privilege of nature, break 1 
let it be virtuous to be obstinate. 

What is that curtsy worth ? or those doves* eyes. 
Which can make gods forsworn? I melt, and 
am not it 

Of stronger earth than others. My mother 
bows. 

As if Olympus to s n 'ehfll should 
In supplication nod; and my young boj 
Hath an aspect of intercession, which p 
Great nature cries, ‘ Deny not.’ Letthe Vobces 
Plough Rome, and harrow Italy; I’ll never 
for the world, nor your Be such a gosling to obey instinct, but stand 
gs as you, I can scarce As if a man were author of himself i° 

And knew no other kin. 

Vir. My lord and husband! 

Cor. There eyre are not the same I won in 

Vir. The sorrow that delivers us thus chang’d 
Makes you thick so. 
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Like a dun actor now, 40 Hear nought from Rome in private. Your re- 


I have forgot my part, and I am out. 

Even to a full disgrace. Best of my flesh. 
Forgive my tyranny; but do not say 
For that, 'Forgive our Romans.* O! a kiss 44 
Long as my exile, sweet as my revenge! 

Now, by the jealous queen of heaven, that kiss 
I carried from thee, dear, and my true lip 
Hath virgin’d it e'er since. You gods! I prate, 
And the most noble mother of the world 4 » 
Leave unsahited. Sink, my knee, i’ the earth; 

[Kneels. 

Of thy deep duty more impression show 
Than that of common sons. 

Vol. O! stand up bless'd; 5 * 

Whilst, with no softer cushion than the flint, 

I kneel before thee, and improperly 
Show duty, as mistaken all this while 
Between the child and parent. [Kneels. 

Cor. What is this? 36 

Your knees to me! to your corrected sonl 
Then let the pebbles on the hungry beach 
Fillip the stars; then let the mutinous winds 
Strike the proud cedars 'gainst the fiery sun, 60 
Murd’ring impossibility, to make 
What cannot be, slight work. 

Vol. Thou art my warrior; 

I holp to frame thee. Do you know this lady? 

Cor. The noble sister of Publicola, 64 
The moon of Rome; chaste as the icicle 
That’s curdled by the frost from purest snow. 
And hangs on Dian’s temple: dear Valeria! 
Vol. This is a poor epitome of yours, 68 
[Pointing to the Child. 
Which by the interpretation of full time 
May show like all yourself. 

Cor. The god of soldiers. 

With the consent of supreme Jove, inform 
Thy thoughts with nobleness; that thou mayst 

prove . 72 

To shame unvulnerable, and stick i’ the wars 
Like a great sea-mark, standing every flaw. 
And saving those that eye thee! 

Vol. Your knee, sirrah. 

Cor. That’s my brave boy! , , , 76 

Vol. Even he, your wife, this lady, and my¬ 
self. 

Are suitors to you. 

Cor. I beseech you, peace: 

Or, if you’d ask, remember this before: 

The things I have forsworn to grant may never 
Be held by you denials. Do not bid me 81 
Dismiss my soldiers, or capitulate 
Again with Rome’s mechanics: tell me not 
Wherein 1 seem unnatural: desire not 84 
To allay my rages and revenges witn 
Your colder reasons. 

Vol. Ol no more, no more; 

You have said you will not grant us any thing; 
For we have nothing else to ask but that 88 
Which you deny already: yet we will ask; 
That, if you fail in our request, the blame 
May hang upon your hardness. Therefore, 
hear us. , 

Cor. Aufidius, and yon Volsces, mark; for 
well ** 


quest? 

Vol. Should we be silent and not speak, our 
raiment 

And state of bodies would bewray what life 
We have led since thy exile. Think with thyself 
How more unfortunate than all living women 
Are we come hither: since that thy sight, which 
should 98 

Make our eyes flow with Joy, hearts dance with 
comforts. 

Constrains them weep, and shake with fear and 
sorrow; 100 

Making the mother, wife, and child to see 
The son, the husband, and the father tearing 
His country’s bowels out And to poor we 
Thine enmity's most capital: thou barr'st us 104 
Our prayers to the gods, which is a comfort 
That all but we enjoy; for how can we, 

Alas! how car. we for our country pray, 
Whereto we are bound, together with thy vic¬ 
tory, ro8 

Whereto we are bound ? Alack! or we most lose 
The country, our dear nurse, or else thy person. 
Our comfort in the country. We must find 
An evident calamity, though we had in 

Our wish, which side should win; for either thou 
Must, as a foreign recreant, be led 
With manacles through our streets, or else 
Triumphantly tread on thy country’s ruin, n« 
And bear the palm for having bravely shed 
Thy wife and children's blood. For myself, son, 
I purpose not to wait on Fortune till 
These wars determine: if 1 cannot persuade 
thee no 

Rather to show a noble grace to both parts 
Than seek the end of one, thou shalt no sooner 
March to assault thy country than to tread— 
Trust to't, thou shalt not—on thy mother’s 
womb, 124 

That brought thee to this world. 

Vir. Ay, and mine. 

That brought you forth this boy, to keep your 
name 

Living to time. 

Boy. A’ shall not tread on me: 

I'll runaway till I am bigger, but thenl’lifighLnS 
Cor. Not of a woman’s tenderness to be. 
Requires nor child nor woman’s face to see. 

I have sat f-'O long. [Rising. 

Vol. Nay, go not from us thus. 

If it were so, mat our 1 jquest did tend 13* 

To save the Romans, thereby to destroy 
The Volsces whom yo_ serve, you might con¬ 
demn us. 

As poisonous of your honour: no; our suit 
Is, that you reconcile them: while the Volscee 
May say, ‘This mercy we have show*dt* the 
Romans, 137 

‘This we receiv’d;’ and each in either side 
Give the all-hail to thee, and cry, ’Bo bless’d 
For making up this peace!’ Thou know’tt, 
great son, >40 

The end of war’s uncertain; but this certain. 
That, if thou conquer Rome, the benefit 
Which thou shalt thereby reap la such a name 
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Whose repetition will be dogg’d with curse*; 144 
Whose chronicle thus writ: * The man was noble. 
But with his last attempt he wip'd it out. 
Destroy’d his country, and his name remains 
To the ensuing age abhorr’d.' Speak to me, 
sonl 148 

Thou hast affected the fine strains of honour, 
To imitate the graces of the gods; 

To tear with thunder the wide cheeks o’ the air. 
And yet to charge thy sulphur with a bolt is* 
That should but rive an oak. Why dost not 
speak? 

Think’st thou it honourable for a noble man 
Still to remember wrongs? Daughter, speak 
you: 

He cares not for your weeping. Speak thou, 
boy: 156 

Perhaps thy childishness will move him more 
Than can our reasons. There is no man in the 
world 

More bound to’s mother; yet here he lets me 
prate 

Like one i’ the stocks. Thou hast never in thy 
life 160 

Show’d thy dear mother any courtesy; 

When she—poor hen! fond of no second 
brood— 

Has cluck’d thee to the wars, and safely home, 
Loaden with honour. Say my request’s unjust. 
And spurn me back; but if it be not so, 165 
Thou art not honest, and the gods will plague 
thee, 

That thou restrain'st from me the duty which 
To a mother’s part belongs. He turns away: 
Down, ladies; let us shame him with our knees. 
To his surname Coriolanus ’longs more pride 
Than pity to our prayers. Down: an end; 
This is the last: so we will home to Rome, 17s 
And die among our neighbours. Nay.beholdus. 
This boy, that cannot tell what he would have. 
But kneels and holds up hands for fellowship. 
Does reason our petition with more strength 176 
Than thou hast to deny’t. Come, let us go: 
This fellow had a Volscian to his mother; 

His wife is in Corioli, and his child 
Like him by chanoe. Yet give us our dispatch: 
I am hush’d until our city be a-fire, 181 
And then I'll speak a little. 

Cor. [Holding volumnia by the hand, silent.] 
O, mother, mother. 
What have you done ? Behold! the heavens do 
ope. 

The gods look down, and this unnatural scene 
They langh at. O my mother! mother! O! 185 
You have won a happy victor to Rome; 

But, for your son, believe it, O! believe it, 
Most dangerously you have with him pre¬ 
vail’d, 188 

If not most mortal to him. But let it come. 
Aufidius, though I cannot make true wars, 

I’U frame convenient peace. Now, good Aufi¬ 
dius. 

Were you in my stead, would you have heard 
A mother less, or granted less, Aufidius? 193 
Auf. I was mov’d withal. 

Cor. I dare be sworn you were: 


And, sir, it is no little thing to make 
Mine eyes to sweat compassion. But, good sir. 
What peace you’ll make, advise me: for my 
part, 197 

I’ll not to Rome, I’ll back with you; and pray 
you, 

Stand to me in this cause. O mother! wife! 
Auf. [Aside.] 1 am glad thou hast set thy 
mercy and thy honour 200 

At difference in thee: out of that I’ll work 
Myself a former fortune. 

[The ladies make signs to corioi.anus. 
Cor. Ay, by and by: 

But we will drink together; and you shall bear 
A better witness back than words, which we, 204 
On like conditions, would have counter-seal’d. 
Come, enter with us. Ladies, you deserve 
To have a temple built you: all the swords 
In Italy, and her confederate arms, 208 
Could not have made this peace. [Exeunt. 

SCENE IV. — Rome. A Public Place. 

Enter MENENIUS and SICIN1US. 

Men. See you yond coign o’ the Capitol, yond 
corner-stone? 

Sic. Why, what of that? 3 

Men. If it be possible for you to displace it 
with your little finger, there is some hope the 
ladies of Rome, especially his mother, may 
prevail with him. But I say, there is no hope 
in't. Our throats arc sentenced and stay upon 
execution. 9 

Sic. Is’t possible that so short a time can 
alter the condition of a man? 

Men. There is differency between a grub and 
a butterfly; yet your butterfly was a grub. This 
Marcius is grown from man to dragon: he has 
wings; he’s more than a creeping thing. 

Sic. He loved his mother dearly. 16 

Men. So did he me; and he no more remem¬ 
bers his mother now than an eight-year-old 
horse. The tartness of his face sours ripe 
grapes: when he walks, he moves like an engine, 
and the ground shrinks before his treading: he 
is able to pierce a corslet with his eye; talks like 
a knell, and his hum is a battery. He sits in his 
state, as a thing made for Alexander. What 
he bids be done is finished with his bidding. He 
wants nothing of a god but eternity and a 
heaven to throne in. 

Sic. Yes, mercy, if you report him truly. 28 
Men. I paint lum in the character. Mark 
what mercy his mother shall bring from him: 
there is no more mercy in him than there is 
milk in a male tiger; that shall our poor city 
find: and all this is ’long of you. 33 

Sic. The gods be good unto us! 

Men. No, in such a case the gods will not he 
good unto us. When we banished him, we 
respected not them; and, he returning to bieak 
our necks, they respect not us. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. Sir, if you’d save your life, fly to your 
bouse: 
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The plebeians have got your fellow-tribune, 40 
And hale him up and down; all swearing, if 
The Roman ladies bring not comfort home, 
They’ll give him death by inches. 

Enter a second Messenger. 

Sic. What’s the news? 

Sec. Mess. Good news, good news I the ladies 
have prevail’d, 44 

The Volscians are dislodg’d, and Mardus gone. 
A merrier day did never yet greet Rome, 

No, not the expulsion of the Tarquins. 

Sic. Friend, 

Artthou certain this is true ? is it most certain ? 48 
Sec. Mess. As certain as I know the sun is 
fire: 

Where have you lurk'd that you make doubt 
of it? 

Ne’er through an arch so hurried the blown 
tide. 

As the recomforted through the gates. Why, 
hark you! 52 

[Trumpets and hautboys sounded, and drums 
beaten, all together. Shouting also within. 
The trumpets, sackbuts, psalteries, and fifes, 

Tabors, and cymbals, and the shouting Romans, 
Makethesundance. Harkyou! [A shout within. 

Men. This is good news; 

J will go meet the ladies. This Volumnia 56 
Is worth of consuls, senators, patricians, 

A city full; of tribunes, such as you. 

A sea and land full. You have pray'd well to¬ 
day: 59 

This morning for ten thousand of your throats 
I'd not have given a doit. Hark, how they joy 1 
[Music still and shouts. 
Sic. First, the gods bless you for your tidings; 
next, 

Accept my thankfulness. 

Sec. Mess. Sir, we have all 

Great cause to gave great thanks. 

Sic. They are near the city? 64 

Sec. Mess. Almost at point to enter. 

Sic. We will meet them. 

And help the joy. [Going. 

Enter the Ladies, accompanied by Senators, 
Patricians, and People. They pass over the 
stage. 

First Sen. Behold our patroness, the life of 
Romel 

Call all your tribes together, praise the gods, 68 
And make triumphant fires; strew flowers before 
them: 

Unshout the noise that banish’d Marcius; 
Repeal him with the welcome of his mother; 
Cry, ‘Welcome, ladies, welcome!’ 

— All. Welcome, ladies, 7* 

welcome 1 [A flourish with drums and 

trumpets. Exeunt. 

Scene V.— Corioli. A Public Place. 

Enter TUU.U 3 auhdius, with Attendants, 
dtaf. Go tell the lords o’ the city I am here: 
Quiver them this paper: having read it. 


Bid them repair to the market-place; where I, 
Even in theirs and in the commons’ ears, 4 
Will vouch the truth of it. Him I accuse 
The city ports by this hath enter’d, and 
Intends to appear before the people, hoping 
To purge himself with words: dispatch. 8 
[Exeunt Attendants. 

Enter three or four Conspirators of aufidius’ 
faction. 

Most welcome! 

First Con. How is it with our general? 

Auf. Even so 

As with a man by his own alms empoison'd. 
And with his charity slain. 

Sec. Con. Most noble sir. 12 

If you do hold the same intent wherein 
You wish'd us parties, we’ll deliver you 
Of your great danger. 

. Auf. Sir, I cannot tell: 

We must proceed as we do find the people, is 
Third Con. The people will remain uncertain 
whilst 

Twixt you there’s difference; but the fall of 
either 

Makes the survivor heiT of all. 

Auf. I know it; 

And my pretext to strike at him admits so 
A good construction. I rais’d him, and I pawn’d 
Mine honour for his truth: who being so 
heighten’d, 

He water’d his new plants with dews of flattery, 
Seducing so my friends; and, to this end, 24 
He bow d his nature, never known before 
But to be rough, unswayable, and free. 

Third Con. Sir, his stoutness 
When he did stand for consul, which he lost 28 
By lack of stooping,— 

Auf. That I would have spoke of: 

Being banish'd for’t, he came unto my hearth; 
Presented to my knife his throat: I took him; 
Made him joint-servant with me; gave him way 
In all his own desires; nay, let him choose 33 
Out of my files, his projects to accomplish. 
My best and freshest men; serv'd his dcsign- 
ments 

In mine own person; holp to reap the fame 36 
Which he did end all his; and took some pride 
To do myself this wrong: till, at the last, 

I seem’d his follower, not partner; and 
He wag’d me with his countenance, as if 40 
I had been mercenary. 

First Con. So he did, my lord: 

The army marvell’d at it; and, in the last. 
When we had carried Rome, and that we look'd 
For no less spoil than glory,— 

Auf. There was it; 44 

For which my sinews shall be stretch’d upon him. 
At a few drops of women’s rheum, which are 
As cheap as lies, he sold the blood and labour 
Of our great action: therefore shall he die, 48 
And I’ll renew me in his fail. But, hark I 

[Drums and trumpets sound, with 
treat shouts of the People. 
First Con. Your native town you enter'd 
like a poet. 
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And had no welcomes home; but be returns. 
Splitting the air with noise. 

Sec. Con. And patient fools, 52 

Whose children he hath slain, their base throats 
tear 

With giving him glory. 

Third Con. Therefore, at your vantage. 
Ere he express himself, or move the people 
With what he would say, let him feel your 
sword, 56 

Which we will second. When he lies along, 
After your way his tale pronounc’d shall bury 
His reasons with his body. 

Auf. Say no more: 

Here come the lords. 60 


Enter the Lords of the city. 

Lords. You are most welcome home. 

Auf. I have not deserv’d it. 

But, worthy lords, have you with heed perus’d 
What I have written to you? 

Lords. We have. 

First Lord. And grieve to hear’t. 

What faults he made before the last, I think 64 
Might have found easy fines; but there to end 
Where he was to begin, and give away 
The benefit of our levies, answering us 
With our own charge, making a treaty where 68 
There was a yielding, this admits no excuse. 
Auf. He approaches: you shall hear him. 


Enter coriolanus, with drums and colours; a 
crowd of Citizens with him. 

Cor. Hail, lords II am return’d your soldier; 
No more infected with my country’s love 72 
Than when I parted hence, but still subsisting 
Under your great command. You are to know. 
That prosperously I have attempted and 
With bloody passage led your wars even to 76 
The gates of Rome. Our spoils we have brought 
homh 

Do more than counterpoises full third part 
The charges of the action. We have made peace 
With no less honour to the Antiates 80 
Than shame to the Romans; and we here 
deliver. 

Subscrib’d by the consuls and patricians, 
Together with the seal o’ the senate, what 
We have compounded on. 

Auf. Read it not, noble lords; 84 

But tell the traitor in the highest degree 
He hath abus'd your powers. 

Cor. Traitorl How now? 

Auf. Ay, traitor, Mardus. 

Cor. Marciusl 

Auf. Ay, Mardus, Caius Marcius. Dost thou 
think 88 

I’ll grace thee with that robbery, thy stol’n name 
Coriolanus in Corioli? 

You lords and heads of the state, perfidiously 
He has betray'd your business, and given up, 9s 
For certain drops of salt, your city Rome, 

I say ‘your city,’ to bis wife and mother; 
Breaking his oath and resolution like 
A twist of rotten silk, never admitting 96 


Counsel o’ the war, but at his nurse’s tears 
He whin’d and roar’d away your victory. 

That pages blush’d at him, and men of heart 
Look d wondering each at other. 

Cor. Hear’st thou, Mars? 100 

Auf. Name not the god, thou boy of tears. 
Cor. Hal 

Auf. No more. 

Cor. Measureless liar, thou hast made my 
heart 

Too great for what contains it. Boy I O slave! 
Pardon me, lords, *tis the first time mat ever 105 
I was forc'd to scold. Your judgments, my 
grave lords. 

Must give this cur the lie: and his own notion— 
Who wears my stripes impress'd upon him, 
that 108 

Must bear my beating to his grave—shall join 
To thrust the lie unto him. 

First Lord. Peace, both, and hear me speak. 
Cor. Cut me to pieces, Volsces; men and 
lads, six 

Stain all your edges on me. Boyl False hound! 
If you have writ your annals true, ’tis there. 
That, like an eagle in a dove-cote. I 
Flutter’d your Volscians in Corioli: 11S 

Alone I did it Boy! 

Auf. Why, noble lords 

Will you be put in mind of his blind fortune. 
Which was your shame, by this unholy brag* 
gart, 

•Fore your own eyes and ears? 

Conspirators. Let him die for'L tao 

AU the People. Tear him to pieces.—Do it 
presently.—He killed my son.—My daughter. 
—He killed my cousin Marcus.—He killed my 
father. 124 

Sec. Lord. Peace, hoi no outrage: peace! 
The man is noble and his fame folds in 
This orb o’ the earth. His last offences to ns 
Shall have judicious hearing. Stand, Aufidius, 
And trouble not the peace. 

Cor. Ol that I had him, 129 

With six Aufidiuses, or more, his tribe. 

To use my lawful sword! 

Auf. Insolent villain! 

Conspirators. Kill, IdU, kill, kill, kill hbnl 
[aufidius and the Conspirators draw, 
and kill CORIOLANUS, who falls: AU- 
FXDIUS stands on his body. 

Lords. Hold, hold, hold, hold! 132 

Auf. My noble masters, hear me speak. 
First Lord. OTulltu! 

Sec. Lord. Thou hast done a deed whereat 
valour will weep. 

Third Lord. Tread not upon him. Masters 
all, be quiet. 

Put up your swords. 136 

Auf. My lords, when you shall know,—as in 
mis raze. 

Provok’d by him, you cannot,—the great danger 
Which this man's lift did owe you, you'll rejoice 
That he is thus cut off. Please it your honours 
To call me to your senate, HI deliver 14s 
Myself your loyal servant. Or endue 
Your heaviest censure. 






TITUS ANDRONICUS 


DRAMATIS PERSONA! 


Saturmnuj, Son to the Into Emperor of Rome, end 
afterwards declared Emperor. 

Basbani», Brother to Satuminus, in love with Lavinia. 
Trrm Andronicus, a Roman, General against the Goths. 
Marco Andronicus, Tribune of the People, and 
brother to Titus. 


Sons to Titos Andronicus. 


Youngi Lucius, a Boy, Son to Lucius. 
Puauus, Son to Marcus Andronicus. 
SomoNtus, 1 

Caius, } Kinsmen to Titus. 
VAJJWnNS, I 



/Emuvs, a noble Roman. 

Alakbus, | 

Demetrius, ) Sons to Tamora. 

Chiron, ) 

Aaron, a Moor, beloved by Tamora. 

A Captain, Tribune, Messenger, and Clown; Romans. 
Goths and Romans. 


Tamora, Queen of the Goths. 

Lavinia, Daughter to Titus Andronicus. 
A Nurse, and a black Child. 


Senators, Tribunes, Officers, Soldiers, and Attendants. 


Scene.—H ome, and the Country near it. 


ACT I 

Scene I.— Rome. 

The Tomb of the Andronici appearing. The 
Tributes and Senators aloft; and then enter 
Saturninus and his Followers at one door, 
and Bassianus and his Followers at the other, 
with drum and colours. 

Sat. Noble patricians, patrons of my right. 
Defend the justice of my cause with arms; 
And, countrymen, my loving follower!, 

Plead my successive title with your swords: 4 
I am his first-born son that was the last 
That wore the imperial diadem of Rome; 
Then let my father’s honours live in me, 

Nor wrong mine age with this indignity. 8 
Bas. Romans, friends, followers, favourers of 
my right, 

If ever Bassianus, Cesar's son. 

Were gracious in the eyes of royal Rome, 

Keep then this passage to the Capitol, is 
And suffer not dishonour to approach 
The imperial seat, to virtue consecrate, 

To justfoe, continence, and nobility; 

But let desert in pure election shine, id 

And, Romans, fight for freedom in your choice. 

Enter marcus andronicus, aloft, with the 
crown. 

Mar. Princes, that strive by factions and by 
friends 

Ambitiously for role and empery. 

Know that the people of Rome, for whom we 
stand ao 

A apodal party, have, by common voice. 

In election for the Roman empery, 

Cfeaeon Andronicus, suraamed Phis, 

For many good and great deserts to Rome: s4 
A nobler man, a braver warrior. 

Uvea not this day within the dty walls: 

Hi by the fpy is tnnit ed iv 


From weary wars against the barbarous Goths; 
That, with his sons, a terror to our foes, 29 
Hath yok’d a nation, strong, train’d up in arms. 
Ten yean are spent since first he undertook 
This cause of Rome, and chastised with arms 32 
Our enemies’ pride: five times he hath return’d 
Bleeding to Rome, bearing bis valiant sons 
In coffins from the field; 

And now at last, laden with honour's spoils, 36 
Returns the good Andronicus to Rome, 
Renowned Titus, flourishing in arms. 

Let us entreat by honour of his name. 

Whom worthily you would have now succeed, 40 
And in the Capitol and senate’s right. 

Whom you pretend to honour andadore, 
That you withdraw you and abate your strength; 
Dismiss your followers, and, as suitors should. 
Plead your deserts in peace and humbleness. 4 5 
Sat. How fair the tribune speaks to calm my 
thoughts! 1 

Bas. Marcus Andronicus, so I do affy 
In thy uprightness and integrity, 48 

And so 1 love and honour thee and thine, 
Thy noble brother Titus and hit sons, 

And her to whom my thoughts are humbled all. 
Gracious Lavinia, Rome’s rich ornament, 32 
That I will here dismiss my loving friends. 
And to my fortunes and the people’s favour 
Commit my cause in balance to he weigh’d. 

[Exeunt the Followers o/BASSUNUi. 
Sat. Friends, that have been thus forward in 
my right, 36 

I thank you all and here dismiss you all; 

And to the love and favour of my country 
Commit myself, my person, and the cause. 

[Exeunt the Followers of saturninus. 
Rome, be as Just and gracious unto me <0 
As I am confident and kind to thee. 

Open the gates, and let me in. 

Bas. Tribunes, and me,apoor competitor. 

[Flourish. They to up into the 
Senate-house. 
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Enter a Captain. 

Can. Romans, make wayl the good Andro- 

D'CUI, 64 

Patron of virtue, Rome’s best champion. 
Successful in the battles that he fights. 

With honour and with fortune is return’d 
From where he circumscribed with his sword, 68 
And brought to yoke, the enemies of Rome, 

Drums and trumpets sounded, and then enter 
martius and Menus: after them two Men 
bearing a coffin covered with black; then lucius 
and QUINTUS. After them TITUS ANDRONICUS; 
and then tamora, with alarbus, ckwon, 
Demetrius, AARON, andotherGatin,prisoners ; 
Soldiers and people following. The bearers set 
down the coffin, and TTTUS speaks. 

Tit. Hail, Rome, victorious in thy mourning 
weeds! 

Lo 1 as the bark, that hath discharg’d her fraught. 
Returns with precious lading to the bay 7s 
From whence at first she weigh’d her anchorage, 
Cometh Andronicus, bound with laurel boughs, 
To re-salute his country with his tears, 

Tears of true joy for his return to Rome. 76 
Thou great defender of this Capitol, 

Stand gracious to the rites that we intend! 
Romans, of five-and-twenty valiant sons. 

Half of the number that King Priam had, 80 
Behold the poor remains, alive, and dead! 
These that survive let Rome reward with love; 
These that I bring unto their latest home. 

With burial among their ancestors: 84 

Here Goths have given me leave to sheathe my 
sword. 

Titus, unkind and careless of thine own, 

Why suffer’st thou thy sons, unburied yet 
To hover on the dreadful shore of Styx? 88 
Make way to lay them by their brethren. 

[The tomb is opened. 

There greet in silence, as the dead are wont, 
And sleep in peace, slain in your country’s wars! 
O sacred receptacle of my joys, s* 

Sweet cell of virtue and nobility, 

How many sons of mine hast thou in store, 
That thou wilt never render to me more! 

Luc. Give us the proudest prisoner or the 
Goths, __ 8 ® 

That we may hew his limbs, and on a pile 
Ad manes fratrum sacrifice his newt, 

Before this earthy prison of their bosses; 

That so the shadows be not unappeas d, too 
Nor we disturb’d with prodigies on earth. 

Tit. I give him you, the noblest that survives. 
The eldest son of this distressed queen. 

Tam. Stay, Roman brethren! Gracious con¬ 
queror, , . . 104 

Victorious Titus, rue the tears I shed, 

A mother's tears in passion for her son. 

And if thy sons were ever dear to thee, 

O! think my son to be as dear to me. !0 * 
Sufficeth not that we are brought to Rome, 
To beautify thy triumphs and return. 

Captive to thee and to tire Roman y oke,_ 

But must my sons be slaughter din the streets 1 re 


For valiant doings in their country’s cause? 

01 if to fight for king and commonweal 
Were piety in thine, it is in these. 

Andronicus, stain not thy tomb with blood: n< 
Wilt thou draw near the nature of the gods? 
Draw near them then in being merciful; 

Sweet mercy is nobility's true badge: 
Thrice-noble Titus, spare my first-born son. 120 
Tit. Patient yourself, madam, and pardon 
me. 

These are their brethren, whom your Goths 
beheld 

Alive and dead, and for their brethren slain 
Religiously they ask a sacrifice: »4 

To finis your son is mark’d, and die be must. 
To appease their groaning shadows that are 
gone. 

Luc. Awaywithhimlandmakeafirestralght; 
And with our swords, upon a pile of wood, 12S 
Let’s hew his limbs till they be clean consum’d. 
[Exeunt lucius, quintus, martius, and 

MUTTUS, with ALARBUS. 

7 am. O cruel, irreligious piety! 

Chi. Was ever Scythia half so barbarous? 
Dem. OpposenotScythiatoambitiousRome. 
Alarbus goes to rest, and we survive 133 

To tremble under Titus’ threatening look. 
Then, madam, stand resolv’d; but hope withal 
The self-same gods, that aim’d the Queen of 
Troy i }6 

With opportunity of sharp revenge 
Upon the Thracian tyrant in his tent, 

May favour Tamora, the Queen of Goths— 
When Goths were Goths, and Tamora was 
queen— *40 

To quit the bloody wrongs upon her foes. 

Re-enter lucius, quintus, martius, and 
Mirnus, with their swords bloody. 

Luc. See, lord and father, bow we have per¬ 
form’d 

Our Roman rites. Alarbus limbs are lopp d. 
And entrails feed the sacrificing fire, 144 

Whose smoke, like incense, doth perfUme the 
sky. 

Remaineth nought but to inter our brethren. 
And with loud ’larums welcome them to Rome. 

Tit. Let it be so; and let Andronicus 148 
Make this his latest farewell to their souls. 

[Trumpets sounded, and the coffin laid 
in the tomb. 

In peace and honour rest you here, my sons; 
Rome’s readiest champions, repose you here in 

Secure from worldly chances and mishaps! ija 
Here lurks no treason, here no envy swells. 
Here grow no damned drugs, here are no storms. 
No noise, but silence and eternal sleep: 

In peace and honour rest you here, my sons! ij« 

Enter lavtnia. 

Lav , In peace and honour live Lord Titus 

My nolie lord and father, live In fame! 

Lot at this tomb my tributary tears 
1 render for my brethren’s obsequies; 160 
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And at thy feet I kneel, with tears of Joy 
Shed on the earth for thy return to Rome. 

O! bless me here with thy victorious band. 
Whose fortunes Rome’s best citizens applaud. 
Tit. Kind Rome, that hast thus lovingly 
reserv'd i6j 

The cordial of mine age to glad my heart! 
Lavinia, live; outlive thy father's days, 

And fame’s eternal date, for virtue's praise! 168 

Enter Marcus andronicus and Tribunes; re¬ 
enter saturninus, bassianus, and Others. 
Mar. Long live Lord Titus, my beloved 
brother. 

Gracious triumpher in the eyes of Rome, 

Tit. Thanks, gentle Tribune, noble brother 
Marcus. 

Mar. And welcome, nephews, from success¬ 
ful wars, 17a 

You that survive, and you that sleep in fame! 
Fair lords, your fortunes are alike in all. 

That in your country's service drew your 
swords; 

But safer triumph is this funeral pomp, 176 
That hath aspir'd to Solon’s happiness. 

And triumphs over chance in honour's bed. 
Titus Andronicus, the people of Rome, 
Whose friend in justice thou hast ever been, 180 
Send thee by me, their tribune and their trust. 
This palliament of white and spotless hue; 
And name thee in election for the empire. 
With these our late-deceased emperor’s sons: 184 
Be eandidatus then, and put it on, 

And help to set a head on headless Rome. 

Tit. A better head her glorious body fits 
Than his that shakes for age and feebleness. 188 
What should I don this robe, and trouble you? 
Be chosen with proclamations to-day. 
To-morrow yield up rule, resign my life. 

And set abroad new business for you all? 79s 
Rome, I have been thy soldier forty years, 
And led my country's strength successfully. 
And buried one-and-twenty valiant sons. 
Knighted in field, slain manfully in arms, 198 
In right and service of their noble country. 
Give me a staff of honour for mine age, 

But not a sceptre to control the world: 
Upright he held it, lords, that held it last. 200 
Mar. Titus, thou shalt obtain and ask the 
empery. 

Sat. Proudandambitioustribune,canstthou 
tell? 

Tit. Patience, Prince Satuminus. 

Sat. Romans, do me right: 

Patridans, draw your swords, and sheathe 
them not >04 

Till Satuminus be Rome’s emperor. 
Andronicus, would thou wert shipp’d to hell. 
Rather than rob me of the people's hearts! 
Luc. Proud Saturnine, interrupter of the 
good 208 

That noble-minded Titus means to thee! 

Tit. Content thee, prince; I win restore to 
thee 

The people's hearts, and wean them firosn them¬ 
selves. 


[act 1 

Bas. Andronicus, I do not flatter thee, sra 
But honour thee, and will do till I die: 

My faction if thou strengthen with thy friends, 
I will most thankful be; and thanks to men 
Of noble minds is honourable meed. 216 
Tit. People of Rome, and people's tribunes 
here, 

I ask your voices and vour suffrages: 

Will you bestow them friendly on Andronicus? 

Tribunes. To gratify the good Andronicus, 
And gratulate his safe return to Rome, 221 
The people will accept whom he admits. 

Tit. Tribunes, I thank you; and this suit I 
make, 

That you create your emperors eldest son, 224 
Lord Saturnine; whose virtues will, I hope. 
Reflect on Rome as Titan’s rays on earth. 

And ripen justice in this commonweal; 

Then, if you will elect by my advice, 228 
Crown him, and say, ‘Long live our emperor!' 

Mar. With voices and applause of every sort. 
Patricians and plebeians, we create 
Lord Satuminus Rome’s great emperor, 232 
And say, ‘Long live our Emperor Saturnine! ’ 
[A long flourish. 
Sat. Titus Andronicus, for thy favours done 
To us in our election this day, 

I give thee thanks in part of thy deserts, 236 
And will with deeds requite thy gentleness: 
And, for an onset, Titus, to advance 
Thy name and honourable family, 

Lavinia will I make my empress, 240 

Rome’s royal mistress, mistress of my heart. 
And in the sacred Pantheon her espouse. 

Tell me, Andronicus, doth this motion please 
thee? 

Tit. It doth, my worthy lord; and in this 
match *44 

I hold me highly honour d of your Grace: 
And here in sight of Rome to Saturnine, 

King and commander of our commonweal. 
The wide world’s emperor, do I consecrate 248 
My sword, my chariot, and my prisoners; 
Presents well worthy Rome's imperious lord: 
Receive them then, the tribute that I owe, 
Mine honour’s ensigns humbled at thy feet. 252 
Sat. Thanks, noble Titus, father of my life! 
How proud I am of thee and of thy gifts 
Rome shall record, and, when I do forget 
The least of these unspeakable deserts, 236 
Romans, forget your fealty to me. 

Tit. iTo tamora.] Now, madam, are you 
prisoner to an emperor; 

To him that, for your honour and your state, 
Will use you nobly and your followers. 260 
Sat. A goodly lady, trust me; of the hue 
That I would choose, were I to choose anew. 
Clear up, fair queen, that cloudy countenance: 
Though chance of war hath wrought this change 
of cheer, . , *64 

Thou com’st not to be made a scorn in Rome: 
Princely shall be thy usage every way. 

Rest on my word, and let not discontent 267 
Daunt all your hopes: ma d am , he comforts you 
Can make you greater than the Queen ofGoths. 
Lavinia, you are not displeasowith this? 
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Lao. Not I, my lord; sith true nobility 
Warrants these words in princely courtesy. >71 
Sat. Thanks, sweet Lavinia. Romans, let us 
go; 

Ransomless here we set our prisoners free: 
Proclaim our honours, lords, with trump and 
drum. [Flourish, saturninus courts 

tamora in dumb show. 
Bas. Lord Titus, by your leave, this maid is 
mine. [Seizing lavinia. 

Tit. How, sir! Are you in earnest then, my 
lord? 277 

Bus. Ay, noble Titus; and resolv’d withal 
To do myself this reason and this right. 

Mar. Suum cuique is our Roman justice: 280 
This prince in justice seizeth but his own, 

Luc. And that he will, and shall, if Lucius 
live. 

Tit. Traitors, avaunt 1 Where is the em¬ 
peror's guard ? 

Treason, my lord! Lavinia is surpris’d. 284 
Sat. Surpris’d! By whom? 

Bus. By him that justly may 

Bear his betroth'd from all the world away. 

[Exeunt Marcus and bassianus 

With LAVINIA. 

Mut. Brothers, help to convey her hence 
away, 

And with my sword I’ll keep this door safe. 28s 
I Exeunt Lucius, quintus, and martius. 
Tit. Follow, my lord, and I’ll soon bring her 
back. 

Mut. My lord, you pass rot here. 

Tit. Whatl villain boy; 

Ban’st me my way in Rome? [Stair mutius. 
Mut. Help, Lucius, help I [Dies. 

Re-enter lucius. 

Luc. My lord, you are unjust; and, more 
than so, 292 

In wrongful quarrel you have slain your son. 

Tit. Nor thou, nor he, are any sons of mine; 
My sons would never so dishonour me. 
Traitor, restore Lavinia to the emperor. 296 
Luc. Dead, if you will; but not to be his wife 
That is another’s lawful promis’d love. [Exit. 

Sat. No,Titus,no;theemperorneedshernot. 
Nor her, nor thee, nor any of thy stock: 300 
I’ll trust, by leisure, him that mocks me once; 
Thee never, nor thy traitorous haughty sons. 
Confederates all thus to dishonour me. 

Was none in Rome to make a stale 3«4 
But Saturnine? Full well, Andronicus, 

Agreed these deeds with that proud brag of 
thine. 

That saidst I begg’d the empire at thy hands. 
Tit. O monstrous! what reproachful words 
are these! f °8 

Sat. But go thy ways; go, give that changing 
piece 

To him that flourish’d for her with his sword. 
A valiant son-in-law thou shalt enjoy; 

One fit to bandy with thy lawless sons, 3 ** 
To ruffle in the commonwealth of Rome. 

Tit. These words are razors to my wounded 

heart. 


Sat. And therefore, lovely Tamora, Queen of 
Goths, 

That like the stately Phoebe’mongst her nymphs, 316 
Dost overshine the gallant’st dames of Rome, 
If thou be pleas’d with this my sudden choice. 
Behold, I choose thee, Tamora, for my bride. 
And will create thee Empress of Rome. 320 
Speak, Queen of Goths, dost thou applaud my 
choice? 

And here I swear by all the Roman gods, 

Sith priest and holy water are so near. 

And tapers bum so bright, and every thing 3>4 
In readiness for Hymenteus stand, 

I will not re-salute the streets of Rome, 

Or climb my palace, till from forth this place 
I lead espous’d my bride along with me. 328 
Tam. And here, in sight of heaven, to Rome 
I swear. 

If Saturnine advance the Queen of Goths, 

She will a handmaid be to his desires, 

A loving nurse, a mother to his youth. 332 
Sat. Ascend, fair queen. Pantheon. Lords, 


accompany 

Your noble emperor, and his lovely bride. 
Sent by the heavens for Prince Saturnine, 
Whose wisdom hath her fortune conquered: 33 * 
There shall we consummate our spousal rights. 

[Exeunt all but TITUS. 
Tit. I am not bid to wait upon this bride. 
Titus, when wert thou wont to walk alone, 339 
Dishonour'd thus, and challenged of wrongs? 


Re-enter Marcus, i.ucius, quintus, and 
MARTIUS. 

Mar. Ol Titus, see, Ot see what thou bast 
done; 

In a bad quarrel slain a virtuous son. 

Tit. No, foolish tribune, no; no son of mine, 
Nor thou, nor these, confederates in the deed 344 
That hath dishonour’d all our family: 
Unworthy brother, and unworthy sons! 

Luc. But let us give him burial, as becomes; 
Give Mutius burial with our brethren. 348 
Tit. Traitors, away 1 he rests not in this tomb. 
This monument five hundred years hath stood. 
Which I have sumptuously re-edified: 

Here none but soldiers and Rome’s serviton 3 32 
Repose in fame; none basely slain in brawls. 
Bury him where you can; he comes not here. 

Mar. My lord, this is unpiety in you. 

My nephew Mutius’ deeds do plead for him; 33* 
He must be buried with his brethren. 

$arf’} And * ha ^> 011,1131 we wiU accompany. 
Tit. And shall! What villain was it spake 
that word? 

Quin. He that would vouch it in any place 
out here. 3 *° 

Tit. What! would you bury him in my de¬ 
spite? 

Afar. No, noble Titus; but entreat of thee 
To pardon Mutius, and to bury him. 

Tit. Marcus, even thou hast struck upon my 
crest, 364 

And, with these boys, mine honour thou hast 
wounded: 
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My foe* Ido repute you every one; 

So, ttaruble me no more, but get you gone. 
Mart. He is not with himself; let us with¬ 
draw. 368 

Quin. Not I, till Mutlus’ bones be buried. 

[MARCUS and the sons of TITUS kneel. 
Mar. Brother, for in that name doth nature 
plead,— 

Quin, Father, and in that name doth nature 
speak,— 

Tit. Sp eak thou no more, if all the rest will 

Afar. Renowned Titus, more than half my 
soul,— 

Luc. Dear father, soul and substance of us 
all,— 

Mar. Suffer thy brother Marcus to inter 
His noble nephew here in virtue’s nest, 376 
That died in honour and Lavinia’s cause. 
Thou art a Roman; be not barbarous: 

The Greeks upon advice did bury Ajax 
That slew himself; and wise Laertes’ son 380 
Did graciously plead for his funerals. 

Let not young Mutius then, that was thy joy, 
Be hair’d his entrance here. 

_ Tit. Rise, Marcus, rise. 

The dismall'st day is this that e'er I saw, 384 
To be dishonour’d by my sons in Romel 
Well, bury him, and bury me the next. 

[MOTTOS is put into th .: tomb. 
Luc. There lie thy bones, sweet Mutius, with 
thy Blends, 

im we with trophies do adorn thy tomb. 38s 
AIL [Kneeling.] No man shed tears for noble 
Mutius; 

He lives in fame that died in virtue's cause. 
Mar. My lord,—to step out of these dreary 
dumps,— 

How comes it that the subtle Queen of Goths 392 
Is of a sudden thus advanc’d in Rome? 

Tit. I know not, Marcus; but I know it is, 
Whether by device or no, the heavens can tell. 
Is she not, then, beholding to the man 396 
That brought her for this high good turn so far ? 
Mar. Yes, and will nobly him remunerate. 


Flourish. Re-enter, on one side, saturninus, 
attended, tamora, Demetrius, chiron, and 
AARON : on the other side, bassianus, lavdoa, 
and Others. 

Sat. So, Bassianus, you have play’d your 
prize: 

God give you joy, sir, of your gallant bride. «oo 
Bas. And you of youre, my lord! I say no 
more. 

Not wish no less; and so I take my leave. 

Sat. Traitor, if Rome have law or we have 
power. 

Thou and thy faction shall repent this rape. 404 
Bas. Rape call you it, my lord, to seize my 

own. 

My true-betrothed love and now my wife? 
But let the laws of Rome determine all; 
Meanwhile, I am possess’d of that is mine. 408 
Sat, *Tjs good, sir; you are very short with 
BSi 


But, if we live, we ’ll be as sharp with you. 
Bas. My lord, what I have done, as beat I 
may, 

Answer I must and shall do with my life. 412 
Only thus much I give your Grace to know: 
By all the duties that I owe to Rome, 

This noble gentleman. Lord Titus here, 

Is in opinion and in honour wrong’d; 416 
That, m the rescue of Lavinia, 

With his own hand did slay his youngest son. 
In zeal to you and highly mov’d to wrath 
To be controll’d in that he frankly gave: 420 
Receive him then to favour. Saturnine, 

That hath express’d himself in all his deeds 
A father and a friend to thee and Rome. 

Tit. Prince Bassianus, leave to plead my 
deeds: 424 

Tis thou and those that have dishonour’d me. 
Rome and the righteous heavens be my judge. 
How I have lov’d and honour’d Saturnine! 

Tam. My worthy lord, if ever Tamora 428 
Were gracious in those princely eyes of thine, 
Then hear me speak indifferently for all; 

And at my suit, sweet, pardon what is past. 

Sat. What, madam! be dishonour'd openly. 
And basely put it up without revenge? 433 
Tam. Not so, my lord; the gods of Rome 
forfend 

I should be author to dishonour you! 

But on mine honour dare I undertake 436 
For good Lord Titus’ innocence in all. 

Whose fury not dissembled speaks his griefs. 
Then, at my suit, look graciously on him; 
Lose not so noble a friend on vain suppose, 440 
Nor with sour looks afflict his gentle heart. 
[Aside to saturninus.] My lord, be rul’d by 
me, be won at last; 

Dissemble all your griefs and discontents: 
You are but newly planted in your throne; 444 
Lest then, the people, and patricians too. 
Upon a just survey, take Titus’ part, 

And so supplant you for ingratitude, 

Which Rome reputes to be a heinous sin, 44 * 
Yield at entreats, and then let me alone. 

I’ll find a day to massacre them all. 

And raze their faction and their family. 

The cruel father, and his traitorous sons, 452 
To whom I sued for my dear son’s life; 

And make them know what ’tis to let a queen 
Kneel in the streets and beg for grace in vain. 
[Aloud. 1 Come, come, sweet emperor; come, 
Andronicus; 436 

Take up this good old man, and cheer the heart 
That dies in tempest of thy angry frown. 

Sat. Rise, Titus, rise; my empress hath pre¬ 
vail’d. 459 

Tit. I thank your majesty, and her, my lord. 
These words, these looks, infuse new life in me. 

Tam. Titus, I am incorporate in Rome, 

A Roman now adopted happily. 

And must advise the emperor for his good. 4*4 
This day all quarrels die, Andronicus: 

And let it be mine honour, good my lord, 
That I have reconcil’d your friends and you. 
For you, Prince Bassianus, I have pass'd 4 ** 
My word and promise to the emperor. 
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That you will be more mild and tractable. 

And fear not, lords, and you, Lavinia, 

By my advice, all humbled on your knees, 47a 
You shall ask pardon of his majesty. 

Luc. We do; and vow to heaven and to his 
highness, 

That what we did was mildly, as we might, 
Tendering our sister’s honour and our own. 476 
Mar. That on mine honour here I do protest. 
Sat. Away, and talk not; trouble us no more. 
Tam. Nay, nay, sweet emperor, we must all 
be friends: 

The tribune and his nephews kneel for grace; 480 
I will not be denied: sweet heart, look back. 
Sat. Marcus, for thy sake, and thy brother's 
here. 

And at my lovely Tamora’s entreats, 

I do remit these young men's heinous faults: 484 
Stand up. 

Lavinia, though you left me like a churl, 

I found a friend, and sure as death 1 swore 
1 would not part a bachelor from the priest. 48S 
Come; if the emperor’s court can feast twobrides. 
You are my guest, Lavinia, and your friends. 
This day shall be a love-day, Tamora. 

Tit. To-morrow, an it please your majesty 492 
To hunt the panther and the hart with me. 
With horn and hound we’ll give your Grace 
bon Jour. 

Sat. Be it so, Titus, and gramercy too. 

[Trumpets. Exeunt. 

ACT U 

Scene X.— Rome. Before the Palace. 

Enter aaron. 

Aar. Now climbeth Tamora Olympus’ top. 
Safe out of Fortune’s shot; and sits aloft, 
Secure of thunder’s crack or lightning flash. 
Advanc’d above pale envy’s threat’ning reach. 4 
As when the golden sun salutes the morn. 
And, having gilt the ocean with his beams, 
Gallops the zodiac in his glistering coach, 

And overlooks the highest-peering hills; 8 
So Tamora. 

Upon her wit doth earthly honour wait 
And virtue stoops and trembles at her frown. 
Then, Aaron, arm thy heart, and fit thy thoughts 
To mount aloft with thy imperial mistress, 13 
And mount her pitch, whom thou in triumph 
long 

Hast prisoner held, fetter’d in amorous chains. 
And faster bound to Aaron’s charming eyes 16 
Than is Prometheus tied to Caucasus. 

Away with slavish weeds and servile thoughts! 
I will be bright, and shine in pearl and gold. 
To wait upon this new-made empress. 20 
To wait, said 1 ? to wanton with this queen. 
This goddess, this Semiramis, this nymph. 
This siren, that will charm Rome’s Saturnine, 
Andsee hisship wrack and his commonweal s. 24 
Holla 1 what storm is this? 

• Enter DEMETRIUS and CHmON, braving. 
Hem. Chiron, thy yean want wit, thy wit 
wants edge 


And manners, to intrude where I am grac’d. 
And may, for aught thou know'st, affected be. 28 
Chi. Demetrius, thou dost over-ween in all 
And so in this, 10 bear me down with braves. 
Tis not the difference of a year or two 
Makes me less gracious or thee more fortunate: 
I am as able and as fit as thou 33 

To serve, and to deserve my mistress’ grace; 
And that my sword upon thee shall approve. 
And plead my passions for Lavinia’s love. 38 
Aar. Clubs, clubs! these lovers will not keep 
the peace. 

Hem. Why, boy, although our mother, un¬ 
advis’d, 

Gave you a dancing-rapier by your side. 

Are you so desperate grown, to threat your 
friends? 40 

Go to; have your lath glu’d within your sheath 
Till you know better how to handle it. 

Chi. Meanwhile, sir, with the little skill I 
have, 

Full well shalt thou perceive how much I dare. 
Dem. Ay, boy, grow ye so brave? [They draw. 
Aar. Why, how now, lords! 45 

So near the emperor’s palace dare you draw. 
And maintain such a quarrel openly? 

Full well I wot the ground of all this grudge: 48 

I would not for a million of gold 

The cause were known to them it most con¬ 


cerns; 

Nor would your noble mother for much more 
Be so dishonour’d in the court of Rome, ja 
For shame, put up. 

Dem. Not I, till I have sheath’d 

My rapier in his bosom, and withal 
Thrust those reproachful speeches down his 
throat 53 

That he hath breath’d in my dishonour here. 

Chi. For that I am prepar’d and full resolv’d, 
Foul-spoken coward, that thunder'st with thy 
tongue, 

And with thy weapon nothing dar’st perform! 

Aar. Away, I say! 60 

Now, by the gods that war-like Goths adore. 
This petty brabble will undo us all. 

Why, lords, and think you not how dangerous 
It is to jet upon a prince’s right? 64 

What! is Lavinia then become so loose. 

Or Bassianus so degenerate, 

That for her love such quarrels may be broach’d 
Without controlment, justice, or revenge? 68 

Young lords, beware! an should the empress 
know 

This discord’s ground, the music would not 


please. 

Chi. I care not, I, knew she and all the world: 
I love Lavinia more than all the world. 72 
Dem. Youngling, learn thou to make some 
meaner choice: 

Lavinia is thine elder brother’s hope. 

Aar. Why, are ye mad? or know ye not in 
Rome 

How furious and impatient they be, 7 « 

And cannot brook competitors in lover 
I tell you, lords, you do but plot your deaths 
By this device. 
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Chi. Aaron, a thousand deaths 

Would I propose, to achieve tier whom I love. So 
Aar. To achieve her! how? 

Dem. Why mak’st thou it so strange? 
She is r. woman, therefore may be woo'd; 

She is a woman, therefore may be won; 

She is Lavinia, therefore must be lov’d. 84 
What, man! more water glideth by the mill 
Than wots the miller of; and easy it is 
Of a cut loaf to steal a shive, we know: 
Though Bassianus be the emperor’s brother, 88 
Better than he have wom Vulcan’s badge. 

Aar. \Aside.l Ay, and as good as baturninus 
may. 

Dem. Thenwhyshouldhedespairthatkno... 
to court it 

With words, fair looks, and liberality? 92 
What! hast thou not full often struck a doe. 
And borne her cleanly by the keeper’s nose? 
Aar. Why, then,itseems.somecertainsnatch 
or so 

Would serve your turns. 

Chi. Ay, so the turn were serv'd. 96 

Dem. Aaron, thou hast hit it. 

Aar. Would you had hit it too! 

Then should not we be tir’d with this ado. 
Why, hark ye, hark ye! and are you such fools 
To square for this? Woulditoffendyouthen 100 
That both should speed? 

Chi. Faith, not me. 

Dem. Nor me, so I were one. 

Aar. For shame, be friends, and join for that 
you jar: 

Tis policy and stratagem must do 104 

That you affect; and so must you resolve. 
That what you cannot as you would achieve. 
You must perforce accomplish as you may. 
Take this of me • Lucrece was not more chaste 
Than this Lavinia, Bassianus’ love. 109 

A speedier course than lingering languishment 
Must we pursue, and I have found the path. 
My lords, a solemn hunting is in hand; xu 
There will the lovely Roman ladies troop: 

The forest walks are wide and spacious, 

And many unfrequented plots there are 
Fitted by kind for rape and villany: «6 

Single you thither then this dainty doe, 

And strike her houie by force, if not by words: 
This way, or not at all, stand you in hope. 
Come, come, ovi Empress, with her sacred wit 
To villany and vengeance consecrate, 121 

Will we acquaint with all that we intend; 

And she shall file our engines with advice, 
That will not suffer you to square yonrselves, 114 
But to your wishes’ height advance you both. 
The emperor’s court is like the house of Fame, 
The palace lbll of tongues, of eyes, and ears: 
The woods are ruthless, dreadful, deaf, and dull; 
There speak, and strike, brave boys, and take 
your turns; >29 

There serve your lusts, shadow’d from heaven’s 
eye, 

And revel in Lavinia’i treasury. 

CM. Thy counsel, lad, smells of no cowardice. 
Dem. Sit fat out tufas, till I find the stream 
To cool this heat, a charm to calm these fits. 


Per Styga, per manes vehor. [Exeunt. 

Scene n .—A Forest. 

Homs and cry of hounds heard. Enter TITUS 
ANDRONicus, with Hunters, Ac.; MARCUS, 
LUCIUS, QUINTUS, and MARTI US. 

Tit. The hunt is up, the mom is bright and 
grey. 

The fields are fragrant and the woods are green. 
Uncouple here and iet us make a bay, 

And wake the emperoi and his lovely bride, 4 
And rouse the prince and ring a hunter’s peal. 
That aU the court may echo with the noise. 
Sons, let it be your charge, as it is ours. 

To attend the emperor’s person carefully: 8 
1 have been troubled in my sleep this night. 
But dawning day new comfort hath inspir’d. 

[A cry of hounds, and horns winded 
in a peal. 

Enter saturninus, tamora, bassianus, la¬ 
vinia, Demetrius, chiron, and Attendants. 
Many good morrows to your majesty; 
Madam, to you as many and as good: 12 

I promised your Grace a hunter’s peal. 

Sat. And you have rung it lustily, my lord; 
Somewhat too early for new-married ladies. 
Bos. Lavinia, how say you? 

Lav. I say, no; x« 

I have been broad awake two hours and more. 
Sat. Come on, then; horse and chariots let 
us have. 

And to our sport—[ 7 o tamora.] Madam, now 
shall ye see 
Our Roman hunting. 

Mar. I have dogs, my lord, 20 

Will rouse the proudest panther in the chase, 
And climb the highest promontory top. 

Tit. And I have horse will follow where the 
game 

Makes way, and run like swallows o'er the plain. 
Dem. [Aside.) Chirod, we hunt not, we, with 
horse nor hound, 25 

But hope to pluck a dainty doe to ground. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene m .—A lonely Part of the Forest. 

Enter AARON, with a bag of gold. 

Aar. He that had wit would think that 1 had 
none. 

To bury so much gold under a tree, 

And never after to inherit it 
Let him that thinks of me so abjectly 4 
Know that this gold must coin a stratagem. 
Which, cunningly effected, will beget 
A very excellent piece of villany: 

And so repose, sweet gold, for their unrest 8 
That have their alma out of the empress' chest, 
[Hides the gold. 

Enter tamora. 

Tam. My lovely Aaron, wherefore look’s! 
thou sad. 

When every thing doth make a gleefhl boast? 
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The birds chant melody on every bush, xa Are singled forth to try experiments. 

The snake lies rolled in the cheerful sun, Jove shield your husband from his hounds 
The green leaves quiver with the cooling wind, to-day 1 

And make a chequer’d shadow on the ground. Tis pity they should take him for a stag. 
Under their sweet shade, Aaron, let us sit, 16 Bas. Believe me, queen, your swarth Cim- 
Anri, whilst the babbling echo mocks the merian 7a 

hounds. Doth make your honour of his body’s hue. 


UWUUUO. 

Replying shrilly to the well-tun’d horns. 
As if a double hunt were heard at once. 


Spotted, detested, and abominable. 


As if a double hunt were heard at once. Why are you sequester’d from all your train. 

Let us sit down and mark their yelping noise; so Dismounted from your snow-white goodly 
And after conflict, such as was suppos’d steed. 

The wandering prince and Dido once enjoy’d. And wander’d hither to an obscure plot, 77 
When with a happy storm they were surpris'd. Accompanied but with a barbarous Moor, 
And curtain’d with a counsel-keeping cave, 24 If foul desire had not conducted you? 

We may, each wreathed in the other’s arms. Lav. And, being intercepted in your sport, to 
Our pastimes done, possess a golden slumber; Great reason that my noble lord be rated 
Whiles hounds and horns and sweet melodious For sauciness. I pray you, let us hence, 
birds And let her joy her raven-colour’d love; 

Be unto us as is a nurse’s song 28 This valley fits the purpose passing well. 8s 

Of lullaby to bring her babe asleep. Bas. The king my brother shall have note of 

Aar. Madam, though Venus govern your this. 


desires, 

Saturn is dominator over mine: 

What signifies my deadly-standing eye, 32 
My silence and my cloudy melancholy. 

My fleece of woolly hair that now uncurls 
Even as an adder when she doth unroll 
To do some fatal execution? 3$ 

No, madam, these are no venereal signs: 
Vengeance is in my heart, death in my hand, 
Blood and revenge are hammering in my head. 
Hark, Tamora, the empress of my soul, 40 
Which never hopes more heaven than rests In 
thee. 

This is the day of doom for Bassianus; 

His Philomel must lose her tongue to-day. 
Thy sons make pillage of her chastity, 44 
And wash their hands in Bassianus’ blood. 
Seest thou this letter? take it up, I pray thee, 
And give the king this fatal-plotted scroll. 


Lav. Ay, for these slips have made him noted 
long: 

32 Good king, to be so mightily abus’d 1 

Tam. Why have I patience to endure all 
Is this? 88 

3 S Enter Demetrius and chiron. 

Dem. How now, dear sovereign, and our 
and, gracious mother! 

head. Why doth your highness look so pale and wan? 

40 Tam. Have I not reason, think you, to look 
sts In pale? 

These two have ’tic’d me hither to this place: ga 
A barren detested vale, you see, it is; 
iy. The trees, though summer, yet forlorn and lean, 

44 O’ercome with moss and baleful mistletoe: 
id. Here never shines the sun; here nothing breeds, 
thee, Unless the nightly owl or fatal raven: 97 

II. And when they show’d me this abhorred pit. 


Now question me no more; we are espied; 48 They told me, here, at dead time of the night. 
Here comes a parcel of our hopeful booty, A thousand fiends, a thousand hissing snakes. 
Which dreads not yet their lives’ destruction. Ten thousand swelling toads, as many urchins, 
Tam. Ah! my sweet Moor, sweeter to me Would make such fearful and confused cries, 
than life. As any mortal body hearing it 

Aar. No more, great empress; Bassianus Should straight fall mad, or else die suddenly, 
comes: 32 No sooner had they told this hellish tale, ioj 


Be cross with him; and I'll go fetch thy sons 
To back thy quarrels, whatsoe'er they be. [Exit. 

Enter BASSIANUS and LAVINIA. 


But straight they told me they would bind me 
here 

Unto the body of a dismal yew. 

And leave me to this miserable death: rot 


Bas. Who have we here? Rome’s royal em- And then they called me foul adulteress, 


Lascivious < 


, and all the bitterest tenna 


Unfumish’d of her well-beseeming troop? 5 « That ever ear did hear to such effect. 


Or is it Dian, habited like her, 

Who bath abandoned her holy groves, 
To see the general hunting in this forest? 


Had I the power that some say Dian hat 
Thy temples should be planted presently 
With horns, as was Actieon’s; and the hounds 
Should drive upon thy new-transformed limbs* 
Unmannerly intruder as thou artl 6 5 

Lav. Under your patience, gentle empress, 
*is thought you have a goodlv gift in homing; 
And to be doubted that your Moor and you «* 


And,hadyounotby wondrous fortune come, m 
This vengeance on me had they executed. 
Revenge it, as you love your mother’s life, 

rv. 1_... paIIM a _* 


Dem. This is a witness that I am thy son. xi 6 
[Stabs BASSIANUS. 
Chi. And this for me, struck home to show 
my strength, 

[Also stabs bassianus, who dies . 
Lav. Ay, come, Scm ir a mto , nay, barbarous 
Tamora; 

For no name fits thy nature but thy own. 
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Tam. Give me thy poniard; you shall know, 
my boys, 120 

Your mother’s band shall right your mother’s 
wrong. 

Dem. Stay, madam; here is more belongs 
to her: 

First thrash the com, then after bum the straw. 
This minion stood upon her chastity, 124 

Upon her nuptial vow, her loyalty, 

And with that painted hope she braves your 
mightiness: 

And shall she carry this unto her grave? 

Chi. An if she do, I would I were an eunuch. 
Drag hence her husband to some secret hole, 129 
And make his dead trunk pillow to our lust. 

Tam. But when ye have the honey ye desire. 
Let not this wasp cjtlive, us both to sting. 132 
Chi. I warrant you, madam, we will make 
that sure. 

Come, mistress, now perforce \.e will enjoy 
That nice-preserved honesty of yours. 

Lav. O Tamoral thou bear'st a woman’s 
face,— 13& 

Tam. I will not hear her speak; away with 
her! 

Lav. Sweet lords, entreat her hear me but a 
word. 

Dem. Listen, fair madam-.let it be your glory 
To see her tears; but be your heart to tnern 140 
As unrelenting dint to drops of rain. 

Lav. When did the tiger’s young ones teach 
the dam? 

O! do not leam her wrath; she taught it thee; 
The milk thou suck’dst from her did turn to 
marble; 144 

Even at thy teat thou hadst thy tyranny. 

Yet every mother breeds not sons alike: 

[To Chiron.} Do thou entreat her show a 
woman pity. 

Chi. What! wouldst thou have me prove 
myself a bastard? 148 

Lav. ’Tis true! the raven doth not hatch a 
lark: 

Yet have I heard, O! could I find it now. 

The lion mov’d with pity did endure 
To have his princely paws par’d all away, is* 
Some say that ravens foster forlorn children. 
The whilst their own birds famish in their nests: 
Ol be to me, though thy hard heart say no. 
Nothing so kind, but something pitiful. i;S 
Tam. I know not what it means; away with 
her! 

Lav, O, let me teach thee! for my father’s 
sake. 

That gave thee life when well he might have 
slain thee. 

Be not obdurate, open thy deaf ears. 160 

Tam. Hadst thou in person ne’er offended 
me. 

Even for his sake am I pitiless. 

Remember, boys, I pour’d forth tears in vain 
To save your brother from the sacrifice; 164 
But fierce Andrenicus would not relent: 
Therefore, away with her, and use her as you 
will: 

The worse to her, the better lov’d of me. 


Lav. OTamora! be call’d a gentle queen, t <8 
And with thine own hands kill me in this place; 
For ’tis not life that I have begg’d so long; 
Poor I was slain when Bassianus died. 

Tam. What begg’st thou then? fond woman, 
let me go. 17* 

Lav. ’Tis present death I beg: and one thing 
more 

That womanhood denies my tongue to tell. 

Ol keep me from their worse thau killing lust, 
And tumble me into some loathsome pit, 176 
Where never man’s eye may behold my body: 
Do this, and be a charitable murderer. 

Tam. So should I rob my sweet sons of their 
fee: 

No, let them satisfy their lust on thee. 1S0 
Dem. Away! for thou hast stay’d us here too 
long. 

Lav. No grace! no womanhood! Ah,beastly 
creature, 

The blot and enemy to our general name. 
Confusion fall— 184 

Chi. Nay, then I’ll stop your mouth. Bring 
thou her husband: 

This is the hole where Aaron bid ns hide him. 
[Demetrius throws the body of bassianus 
into the pit; then exeunt DEMETRIUS 
and chiron, dragging off lavinia. 
Tam. Farewell, my sons: see that you make 
her sure. 

Ne’er let my heart know merry cheer indeed 188 
Till all the Andronici be made away. 

Now will I hence to seek my lovely Moor, 
And let my spleenful sons this trull deflower. 

IExit. 

Enter AARON, with QUINTUS and MARTIUS. 
Aar. Come on, my lords, the better foot be¬ 
fore: 192 

Straight will T bring you to the loathsome pit 
Where I espied the panther fast asleep. 

Quin. My sight is very <|ull, whate’er it bodes. 
Marl. And mine, I promise you: were’t not 
for shame. 196 

Weil could X leave our sport to sleep awhile. 

[Falls into the pit. 
Quin. What! art thou fall’n? What subtle 
hole is this. 

Whose mouth is cover'd with rude-growing 
briers, 199 

Upon whose leaves are drops of new-shed blood 
As fresh as morning’s dew distUl’d on flowers? 
A very fatal place it seems to me. 

Speak, brother, hast thou hurt thee with the 
fall? 

Mart. O brother! with the dismall’st object 
hurt 204 

That ever eye with sight made heart lament. 
Aar. [Aside. ] Now will I fetch the king to 
find them here. 

That he thereby may give a likely guess 
How these were they that made a way his brother. 

J Exit. 
help 

me out 20a 

From this unhallow'd and blood-stained hole? 
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Quin. I am surprised with an uncouth fear; 

A chilling sweat o’erruns my trembling joints: 

My heart suspects more than mine eye can 
see. ai3 

Mart. To prove thou hast a true-divining 
heart, 

Aaron and thou look down into this den. 

And see a fearful sight of blood and death. 216 
Quin. Aaron is gone; and my compassionate 
heart 


Will not permit mine eyes once to behold 
The thing whereat it trembles by surmise. 

O! tell me how it is; for ne’er till now 220 
Was I a child, to fear I know not what. 

Mart. Lord Bassianus lies embrewed here. 
All on a heap, like to a slaughter’d Iamb, 

In this detested, dark, blood-drinking pit. 224 
Quin. Ifit be dark, how dost thouknow’tishe? 
Mart. Upon his bloody finger he doth wear 
A precious ring, that lightens all the hole. 
Which, like a taper in some monument, 22S 
Doth shine upon the dead man’s earthy cheeks. 
And shows the ragged entrails of the pit: 

So pale did shine the moon on Pyramus 
When he by night lay bath’d in maiden blood. 
O brother! help me with thy fainting hand, 233 
If fear hath made thee faint, as melt hath, 
Out of this fell devouring receptacle. 

As hateful as Cocytus’ misty mouth. 236 
Quin. Reach me thy hand, that I may help 
thee out; 

Or, wanting strength to do thee so much good 
I may be pluck’d into the swallowing womb 
Of this deep pit, poor Bassianus' grave. 240 
I have no strength to pluck thee to the brink. 
Mart. Nor I no strength to climb without 
thy help. 

Quin. Thy hand once more; I will not loose 
again, 

Till thou art here aloft, or I below. 244 
Thou canst not come to me: I come to thee. 

{Falls in. 


Re-enter Aaron with saturninus. 

Sat. Along with me: I'll see what hole Is 
here. 

And what he is that now is leap’d into it. 

Say, who art thou that lately didst descend 24* 
Into this gaping hollow of the earth? 

Mart. The unhappy son of old Andronlcus; 
Brought hither in a most unlucky hour, 

To find thy brother Bassianus dead. 252 
Sat. My brother dead! I know thou dost but 
jest: 

He and his lady both are at the lodge, 
upon the north side of this pleasant chase; 
nils not an hour since I left him there. 256 
Mart. We know not where you left him all 
alive; 

But, out alas! here have we found him dead. 


Enter tamora, with Attendants; titus andro- 
( Nicus, and LUCIUS. 

Tam. Where is my lord, the king? 

Sat. Here, Tamora; though griev’d with IciU- 
ing grief. 260 


Tam. Where is thy brother Bassianus? 

Sat. Now to the bottom dost thou search my 
wound: 

Poor Bassianus here lies murdered. 

Tam. Then all too late I bring this fatal writ, 
[Giving a letter. 

The complot of this timeless tragedy; 26s 
And wonder greatly that man’s face can fold 
In pleasing smiles such murderous branny. 
Sat. And if we mils to meet him hand¬ 
somely, 268 

Sweet huntsman, Bassianus 'tis we mean. 

Do thou so much as dig the grave for him: 
Thou know'st our meaning. Look for thy reward 
Among the nettles of the elder-tree 272 

Which overshades the mouth of that same pit 
Where we decreed to bury Bassianus: 

Do this, and purchase us thy lasting friends. 

O Tamora! was ever heard the like? 276 

This is the pit, and this the elder-tree. 

Look, sirs, if you can find the huntsman out 
That should have murder’d Bassianus here. 
Aar. My gracious lord, here is the bag of 
gold. 280 

Sat. [To titus.] Two of thy whelps, fell curs 
of bloody kind, 

Have here bereft my brother of his life. 

Sirs, drag them from the pit unto the prison; 
There let them bide until we have devis’d 284 
Some never-heard-of torturing pain for them. 
Tam. What! are they in this pit? O won¬ 
drous thing! 

How easily murder is discovered! 

Tit. High emperor, upon my feeble knee 288 
I beg this ooon with tears not lightly shed; 
That this fell fault of my accursed sons. 
Accursed, if the fault be prov’d in them,— 
Sat. Ifitbeprov’diyouseeitisapparenL 29a 
Who found this letter? Tamora, was it you? 
Tam. Andronicus himself did take it up. 
Tit. I did, my lord: yet let me be their bail; 
For, by my father’s reverend tomb, I vow 296 
They snail be ready at your highness’ will 
To answer their suspicion with their lives. 
Sat. Thou shalt not bail them: see thou fol¬ 
low me. 

Some bring the murder’d body, some the mur¬ 
derers: 300 

Let them not speak a word; the guilt is plain; 
For, by my soul, were there worse end than 
death, 

That end upon them should be executed. 

Tam. Andronicus, I will entreat the king: 304 
Fear not thy sons, they shall do well enough. 
Tit. Come, Lucius, come; stay not to talk 
with them. [Exeunt severally. 

Scene IV. —Another Part of the Forest. 
Enter Demetrius and chiron, with lavinia, 
ravished; her hands cut off, and her tongue 
cut out. 

Dem. So, now go tell, an if thy tongue can 
speak. 

Who ’twai that cut thy tongue and ravish'd 
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Chi. Write down thy mind, bewray thy mean¬ 
ing to; 

As if thy (tumps will let thee play the scribe, a 

Dem. See, how with signs and tokens she 
can scrowl. 

Chi. Go home, call for sweet water, wash 
thy hands. 

Dem. She hath no tongue to coll, nor hands 
to wash; 

And so let’s leave her to her silent walks. 8 

Chi. An ’twere my case, I should go bang 
myself. 

Dem. If thou hadst hands to help thee knit 
the cord. 

(Exeunt demetrius and chiron. 


Enter Marcus. 

Afar. Who’s this? my niece, that flies away 
so fast? 

Cousin, a word; where is your husband? 12 
If I do dream, would all my wealth would wake 
met 

If I do wake, some planet strike me down. 
That I may slumber in eternal sleep! 

Speak, gentle niece, what stem ungentle 
hands 16 

Have lopp’d and hew’d and made thy body bare 
Of her two branches, those sweet ornaments, 
Whose circling shadows kings have sought to 
sleep in. 

And might not gain so great a happiness 20 
As have thy love? Why dost not speak to me? 
Alas! a crimson river of warm blood. 

Like to a bubbling fountain stirr’d with wind. 
Doth rise and fall between thy rosed lips, 24 
Coming and going with thy honey breath. 
But, sure, some Tereus hath deflower’d thee. 
Ana, lest thou shouldst detect him, cut thy 
tongue. 

Ah! now thou tum’st away thy face for shame; 
And, notwithstanding all this loss of blood, 29 
As from a conduit with three issuing spouts, 
Yet do thy cheeks look red as Titan s face 
Blushing to be encounter’d with a cloud. 31 
Shall I speak for thee? shall I say 'tis so? 

O! that I knew thy heart; and knew the beast. 
That I might rail at him to ease my mind. 
Sorrow concealed, like to an oven stopp’d, 3® 
Doth bum the heart to cinders where it is. 
Fair Philomela, she but lost her tongue. 

And in a tedious sampler sew’d her mind: 
But, lovely niece, that mean is cut from thee; 40 
A craftier Tereus hast thou met withal. 

And he hath cut those pretty fingers off, 

That could have better sew’d than Philomel. 
O! had the monster seen those lily hands 44 
Tremble, like aspen-leaves, upon a lute, 

And make the silken strings delight to kiss 
them, 

He would not, then, have touch’d them for his 
life; 

Or had he beard the heavenly harmony 48 
Which that tweet tongue hath made. 

He would have dropp'd his knife, and fell asleep. 
As Cerberus at the Thracian poet's feet. 
Come, let us go, and make thy father blind; 52 


For such a sight will blind a father’s eye: 

One hour’s storm will drown the flagrant 
meads; 

What will whole months of tears thy father’s 
eyes? 

Do not draw back, for we will mourn with 
thee: 56 

O! could our mourning ease thy misery. 

[Exeunt. 


ACT ra 

Scene I.— Rome. A Street. 

Enter Senators, Tribunes, amfOfficers of Justice, 
with marthjs and quintus, bound, passing on 
to the place of execution , TITUS going before, 
pleading. 

Tit. Hear me, grave fathers! noble tribunes, 
stayl 

For pity of mine age, whose youth was spent 
In dangerous wars, whilst you securely slept: 
For all my blood in Rome’s great Quarrel shed; 
For all the frosty nights that I have watch’d; s 
And for these bitter tears, which now you see 
Filling the aged wrinkles in my cheeks; 

Be pitiful to my condemned sons, 8 

Whose souls are not corrupted as ’tis thought. 
For two and twenty sons I never wept, 
Because they died in honour’s lofty bed. 

For these, these, tribunes, in the dust I write 12 
[He throws himself on the ground. 
My heart’s deep languor and my soul’s sad tears. 
Let my tears stanch the earth's dry appetite; 
My sons’ sweet blood will make it shame and 
blush. [Exeunt Senators, Tribunes, dec., 
with the Prisoners. 
O earth! I will befriend thee more with rain, t6 
That shall distil from these two ancient urns. 
Than youthful April shall with all his showers: 
In summer’s drought I’ll drop upon thee still; 
In winter with warm tears I’ll melt the snow, 20 
And keep eternal spring-time on thy face. 

So thou refuse to drink my dear sons’ blood. 

Enter LUCIUS, with his sword drawn. 

O reverend tribunes! O gentle, aged men! 
Unbind my sons, reverse the doom of death; 24 
And let me say, that never wept before, 

My tears are now prevailing orators. 

Luc. O noble father, you lament in vain: 
The tribunes hear you not, no man is by; 28 
And you recount your sorrows to a stone. 

Tit. Ah 1 Lucius, for thy brothers let me plead. 
Grave tribunes, once more I entreat of you,— 
Luc. My gracious lord, no tribune hears you 
speak. 32 

Tit. Why, ’tis no matter, man: if they did 
hear. 

They would not mark me, or if they did mark. 
They would not pity me, yet plead I must, 

AU bootless unto them. 3 * 

Therefore I tell my sorrows to the stones. 
Who, though they cannot answer my distress, 
Yet in some sort they are better than the tri¬ 
bunes, 

For that they will not Intercept my tale. 4° 
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When I do weep, they humbly at my feet 
Receive my tears, and seem to weep with me; 
And, were they but attired in grave weeds, 
Rome could afford no tribune like to these. 44 
A stone is soft as wax, tribunes more hard than 
stones; 

A stone is silent, and offendeth not, 

And tribunes with their tongues doom men to 
death. [Hires. 

But wherefore stand'st thou with thy weapon 
drawn? 48 

Luc. To rescue my two brothers from their 
death; 

For which attempt the judges have pronounc’d 
My everlasting doom of banishment. 

Tit. O happy man! they have befriended 
thee. 52 

Why, foolish Lucius, dost thou not perceive 
That Rome is but a wilderness of tigers? 
Tigers must prey; and Rome affords no prey 
But me and mine: how happy art thou then, 55 
From these devoureis to be banished! 

But who comes with our brother Marcus here? 

Enter MARCUS and lavinia. 

Mar. Titus, prepare thy aged eyes to weep; 
Or, if not so, thy noble heart to break: eo 

I bring consuming sorrow to thine age. 

Tit. Will it consume me? let me see it then. 
Mar. This was thy daughter. 

Tit. Why, Marcus, so she is. 64 

Luc. Ay me! this object kills me. 

Tit. Faint-hearted boy, arise, and look upon 
her. 

Speak, Lavinia, what accursed hand 
Hath made thee handless in thy father's sight? 
What fool hath added water to the sea, 69 

Or brought a faggot to bright-burning Troy? 
My grief was at the height before thou cam'st; 
And now, like Nilus, it disdaineth bounds. 72 
Give me a sword. I'll chop off my hands too; 
For they have fought for Rome, and all in vain; 
And they have nurs’d this woe, in feeding life; 
In bootless prayer have they been held up, 7* 
And they have serv’d me to effectless use: 
Now. all the service I require of them 
Is that the one will help to cut the other. 

’Tis well, Lavinia, that thou hast no hands, 80 
For hands, to do Rome service, are but vain. 
Luc. Speak, gentle sister, who hath martyr’d 
thee? 

Mar. O! that delightful engine of her 
thoughts. 

That blabb’d them with such pleasing elo¬ 
quence, 84 

Is tom from forth that pretty hollow cage, 
Where, like a sweet melodious bird, it sung 
Sweet varied notes, enchanting even' ear. 

Luc. O! say thou for her, who hath done 
this deed? 88 

Mar. Ol thus I found her straying in the park. 
Seeking to hide herself, as doth the deer, 

That hath receiv'd some unrecuring wound. 
Tit. It was my dear; and he that wounded 
her 91 

Hath hurt me more than had he kill’d me dead: 


For now I stand as one upon a rock 
Environ’d with a wilderness of sea. 

Who marks the waxing tide grow wave by wave. 
Expecting ever when some envious surge 97 
Will in his brinish bowels swallow him. 

This way to death my wretched sons are gone; 
Here stands my other son, a banish'd man, 100 
And here my brother, weeping at my woes: 
But that which gives my soul the greatest spurn. 
Is dear Lavinia, dearer than my aouL 
Had I but seen thy picture in this plight 104 
It would have madded me: what shall I do 
Now I behold thy lively body so? 

Thou hast no hands to wipe away thy tears. 
Nor tongue to tell me who hath martyr’d thee: 
Thy husband he is dead, and for his death 109 
Thy brothers are condemn’d, and dead by this. 
Look! Marcus; ah! son Lucius, look on her: 
When I did name her brothers, then ftesh tear* 
Stood on her cheeks, as doth the honey-dew 113 
Upon a gather’d lily almost wither'd. 

Mar. Perchance she weeps because they 
kill’d her husband; 

Perchance because she knows them innocent. 
Tit. If they did kill thy husband, then be 

Because'the law hath ta’en revenge on them . 7 
No, no, they would not do so foul a deed; 
Witness the sorrow that their sister makes, no 
Gentle Lavinia, let me kiss thy lips; 

Or make some sign how 1 may do thee ease. 
Shall thy good uncle, and thy brother Lucius, 
And thou, and I, sit round about some foun¬ 
tain, 134 

Looking all downwards, to behold our cheeks 
How they are stain'd, like meadows yet not dry. 
With miry slime left on them by a flood? 

And in the fountain shall we gaze so long rag 
Till the fresh taste be taken from that dearness. 
And made a brine-pit with our bitter tears? 

Or shall we cut away our hands, like thine? 
Or shall we bite our tongues, and in dumb 
shows 131 

Pass the remainder of our hateful days? 

What shall we do? let us, that have our tongues. 
Plot some device of further misery, 

To make us wonder’d at in time to come. 136 
Luc. Sweet father, cease your tears; for at 
your grief 

See how my wretched sister sobs and weeps. 
Mar. Patience, dear niece. Good Titus, dry 
thine eyes. 

Tit. Ah! Marcus, Marcus, brother; well I 
wot 140 

Thy napkin cannot drink a tear of mine, 

For thou, poor man, hast drown’d it with thine 
own. 

Luc. Ah I my Lavinia, I will wipe thy cheeks. 
Tit. Mark, Marcus, mark! I understand her 
signs: 144 

Had she a tongue to speak, now would she say 
That to her brother which I said to thee: 

His napkin, with his true tears all bewet. 

Can do no service on her sonowlhl cheeks. 14* 
O! what a sympathy of woe is this: 

As far from help as limbo is from bliss. 
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Enter aa*on, 

Aar. Titus Andronicns, my lord the emperor 
Sends thee this word: that, if thou love thy 
sons, iji 

Let Marcus, Lucius, or thyself, old Titus, 

O; any one of you, chop off your hand. 

And send it to the Icing: he for the same 
Will send thee hither both thy sons alive; 156 
And that shall be the ransom for their fault. 

Tit. O gracious emperor 1 O gentle Aaron! 
Did ever raven sing so like a lark. 

That gives sweet tidings of the sun s uprise? 1S0 
With all my heart. I’ll send the emperor my 
hand: 


750 UCTm 

Tell Mm it was a hand that warded him 
From thousand dangers: bid him bury it; 
More hath it merited; that let it have. 196 
As for my sons, say I account of them 
As jewels purchas’d at an easy price; 

And yet dear too, because I bought mine own. 

Aar. I go, Andronicus; and for thy hand, 
Look by and by to have thy sons with thee, aot 
lAside.] Their heads, I mean. O! how this 
villany 

Doth fat me with the very thoughts of it. 

Let fools do good, and fair men call for grace, 
Aaron will have his soul black like his face. 205 

[Exit. 

Tit. OI here I lift ffds one hand up to heaven. 
And bow this feeble ruin to the earth: 

If any power pities wretched tears, aoB 


Good Aaron, wilt thou help to chop it off? . . 

Luc. Stay, fatherl for that noble hand of To that I call! [To lavinu.) What! wilt thou 
thine, kneel with me? 

That hath thrown down so many enemies, 164 Do, then, dear heart; for heaven shall hear our 


Shall not be sent; my hand will serve the turn: 
My youth can better spare my blood than you; 
And therefore mine shall save my brothers' 
lives* 

Mar. Which of your hands hath not de¬ 
fended Rome, 16S 

And rear’d aloft the bloody battle-axe. 
Writing destruction on the enemy’s castle? 

O! none of both but are of high desert: 

My hand hath been but idle; let it serve 172 
To ransom my two nephews from their death; 
Then have I kept it to a worthy end. 

Aar. Nay, come, agree whose hand shall go 
along. 

For fear they die before their pardon come. 176 
Mar. My hand shall go. 

Luc. By heaven, it shall not go! 

Tit. Sirs, strive no more: such wither’d herbs 

as these 

Are meet for plucking up, and therefore mine, 
Luc. Sweet father, if 1 shall be thought thy 
son, 180 

Let me m my brothers both from death. 
Mar, Andfor our father’s sake, and mother's 
care. 

Now let me show a brother’s love to thee. 


prayers. 

Or with our sighs we’ll breathe the welkin 
dim, an 

And stain the sun with fog, as sometime clouds 
When they do hug him in their melting bosoms. 

Mar. O! brother, speak with possibilities, 
And do not break into these deep extremes. 
Tit. Is not my sorrow deep, having no 
bottom? »6 

Then be my passions bottomless with thou. 
Mar. But yet let reason govern thy lament. 
Tit. If there were reason for these miseries, 
Then into limits could I bind my woes. 320 
When heaven doth weep, doth not the earth 
o’erflow? 

If the winds rage, doth not the sea wax mad, 
Threat'ning the welkin with his big-swoln face ? 
And wilt thou have a reason for this coil? 224 
I am the sea; hark! how her sighs do Mow; 
She is the weeping welkin, I the earth: 

Then must my sea be moved with her sighs; 
Then must my earth with her continual tears 
Become a deluge, overflow’d and drown’d; 229 
For why my bowels cannot'hide her woes. 
But like a drunkard must I vomit them. 

- -. -. - Then give me leave, for loser* will have leave 2J2 

Tit. Agree between you; I will spare my To ease their stomachs with their bitter tongues. 

184 


Luc. Then Fll go fetch an axe. 

- Mar. But I will use the axe. 

^ _ [Exeunt LUCIUS and MARCUS. 

fit- Gome hither, Aaron; I’ll deceive them 
both: 

Lend me thy hand, and I will give thee mine. 
Aar. [Aside.] If that be call’d deceit, I will 
be honest, 18I 

And never, whilst I live, deceive men so: 

But rii deceive you in another sort. 

And that you'll say, ere half an hour pass. 

{Cuts off titus' hand. 

ke-enter mavs and MAXCU& 

Tit. Now stay your strife: what shall be is 
dispatch'd, 19s 

Good Aaron, give his majesty my hand: 


Enter a Messenger, with two heads and 
a hand. 

Mess. Worthy Andronicus, ill art thou re¬ 
paid 

For that good hand thou sent’st the emperor. 
Here ate the heads of thy two noble sons, 236 
And here’s thy hand, in scorn to thee sent tack: 
Thy griefs their sports, thy resolution mock’d; 
That woe is me to think upon thy woes. 

More than remembrance of my father’s death. 

[Exit. 

Mar. Now let hot /Etna cool in Sicily, mi 
A nd be my heart an ever burning hell! 

These miseries are more than may be home. 
To weep with them that weep doth case some 
deal 244 

But sorrow flouted at is double death. 
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Imc. Ah! that this sight should make so deep 
a wound, 

And yet detested life not shrink thereat, 347 
That ever death should let life bear his name. 
Where life hath no more interest but to breathe. 

[lavinia kisses xrrus. 
Mar. Alas! poor heart; that kiss is comfort¬ 
less 

As frozen water to a starved snake. 

Tit. When will this fearful slumber have an 
end? 251 

Mar. Now, farewell, flattery: die, Andro- 
nicus; 

Thou dost not slumber: see, thy two sons’ heads, 
Thy war-like hand, thy mangled daughter here; 
Thy other banish’d son, with this dear sight 256 
Struck pale and bloodless; and thy brother, 1 , 
Even like a stony image, cold and numb. 

Ah! now no more will I control thy griefit 
Rent off thy silver hair, thy other hand 260 
Gnawing with thy teeth; and be this dismal 
sight 

The closing up of our most wretched eyes I 
Now is a tune to storm; why art thou still? 

Tit. Ha. ha, ha! 264 

Mar. Why dost thou laugh? it fits not with 
this hour. 

Tit. Why, I have not another tear to shed: 
Besides, this sorrow is an enemy, 

And would usurp upon ray watery eyes, 268 
And make them blind with tributary tears: 

Then which way shall I find Revenge’s cave? 
For these two heads do seem to speak to me, 
And threat me 1 shall never come to bliss 272 
Till all these mischiefs be return’d again 
Even in their throats that have committed 
them. 

Come, let me see what task I have to do. 

You heavy people, circle me about, 276 
That I may turn me to each one of you. 

And swear unto my soul to right your wrongs. 
The vow is made. Come, brouter, take a head; 
And in this hand the other will I bear. 280 
Lavinia, thou shalt be employ’d in these things: 
Bear thou my hand, sweet wench, between thy 
teeth. 

As for thee, boy, go get thee from my sight; 
Thou art an exile, ana thou must not stay: 284 
Hie to the Goths, and raise an army there: 

And if you love me, as I think you do. 

Let’s Idas and part, for we have much to do. 

[Exeunt Trrus, Marcus, and lavinia. 
Lac. Farewell, Andronicus, my noble father; 
The woefull’st man that ever liv’d in Rome: 289 
Farewell, proud Rome; till Lucius come again. 
He leaves his pledges dearer than bis life. 
Farewell, Lavinia, my noble sister; 292 

O! would thou wert as thou tofore bast been; 
But now nor Lucius nor Lavinia lives 
But in oblivion and hateful griefs. 

If Lucius live, he will requite your wrongs, 29* 
And make proud Saturnine and his empress 
Beg at the gates like Tarquin and his queen. 
Now will 1 to the Goths, and raise a power. 

To be reveng'd on Rome and Saturnine. 300 

[Exit. 


TITUS ANDRONICUS 

Scent n.— The Same. A Room in Trrus* 
House. A Banquet set out. 

Enter ttius, Marcus, lavinia, and young 
lucius, a Boy. 

Tit. So, so; now sit; and look you eat no 
more 

Than will preserve fust so much strength in us 
As will revenge these bitter woes of ours. 
Marcus, unknit that sorrow-wreathen knot: 4 
Thy niece and I, poor creatures, want our hands. 
And cannot passionate our ten-fold grief 
With folded arms. This poor right hand of 
mine 

Is left to tyrannize upon my breast; 8 

And when my heart, all mad with misery. 
Beats in this hollow prison of my flesh, 

Then thus I thump it down. 

[To lavinia.] Thou map of woe, that thus dost 
talk in signs! 12 

When thy poor heart beats with outrageous 
beating 

Thou canst not strike it thus to make it stflL 
Wound it with sighing, girl, kill it with groans; 
Or get some little knife between thy teeth, 16 
And just against thy heart make thou a hole; 
That all the tears that thy poor eyes let fall 
May run into that sink, and, soaking in. 
Drown the lamenting fool in sea-salt tears. 20 
Mar. Fie, brother, fie I teach her not thus to 
lay 

Such violent hands upon her tender life. 

Tit. How now) has sorrow made thee dote 
already? 

Why, Marcus, no man should be mad but I. 24 
What violent hands can she lay on her life? 
Ahl wherefore dost thou urge the name of 
hands: 

To bid /Eneas tell the tale twice o’er, 

How Troy was burnt and he made miserable? at 
O! handle not the theme, to talk of hands. 
Lest we remember still that we have none. 

Fie, fie! how franticly I square my talk. 

As if we should forget we had no hands, 32 
If Marcus did not name the word of hands. 
Come, let's fall to: and. gentle girl, eat this: 
Here is no drink. Hark, Marcus, what she says; 
I can interpret all her martyr’d signs: 36 

She says she drinks no other drink but tears. 
Brew’d with her sorrow, mash’d upon her 
cheeks. 

Speechless complalner, I will learn thy thought; 
In thy dumb action will I be as perfect 40 
As begging hermits in their holy prayers: 
Thou shalt not sigh, nor hold thy stumps to 
heaven. 

Nor wink, nor nod, nor kneel, nor make a sign. 
But I of these will wrest an alphabet, 44 
And by still practice learn to know thy meaning. 
Boy. Good grandsire, leave these bitter deep 
laments: 

Make my aunt merry with some pleasing tale. 

Mar. Alas I the tender boy, in passion mov’d. 
Doth weep to see his grandlire’s heaviness. 49 
Tit. Peace, tender sapling; thou art made of 
tears. 
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And tears win quickly melt thy life away. 

[marcus strikes the dish with a knife. 
What dost thou strike at, Marcus, with thy 
knife? s» 

Mar. At that that I have kill’d, my lord; a 
fly. 

Tit. Out on thee, murderer! thou kiU'tt my 
heart; 

Mine eyes are cloy’d with view of tyranny; 

A deed of death, done on the innocent, 56 
Becomes not Titus’ brother. Get thee gone; 

I see, thou art not for my company. 

Mar. Alas! my lord, I have but kill’d a fly. 
Tit. But how if that fly had a father and a 
mother? 60 

How would he hang his slender gilded wings 
And buzz lamenting doings in the airl 
Poor harmless fly, 

That, with his pretty buzzing melody. <4 

Came here to make us merry! and thou hast 
kill’d him. 

Mar. Pardon me, sir; it was a black ill- 
favour'd fly. 

Like to the empress’ Moor; therefore I kill’d 

hhn. 

Tit. O, O, O! 68 

Then pardon me for reprehending thee. 

For thou hast done a charitable deed. 

Give me thy knife, I will insult on him; 
Flattering myself, as if it were the Moor 7s 
Come hither purposely to poison me. 

There’s for thyself, and that’s for Tamora. 
Ah! sirrah. 

Yet I think we are not brought so low, 76 
But that between us we can kill a fly 
That comes in likeness of a coal-blade Moor. 
Mar. Alas! poor man; grief has so wrought 
on him, 

He takes false shadows for true substances. 80 
Tit. Come, take away. Lavinia, go with me: 
TOtothy closet; and go read with thee 
Sad storks chan cedinthe times^of old. 

{Exeunt. 


ACT IV 

Scans I. — Rome, rrros* Garden. 

Enter TITUS and MARCUS. Then enter young 
. LVOVS , LAVINIA running after him. 

Boy. Help, grandsire, help! my aunt Lavinia 

Follows me everywhere, I know not why: 

Good unde Marcus, see how swift she comes; 

Alas I sweet aunt, 1 know not what you mean. 4 

Mar. Stand by me, Lucius; do not fear thine 
aunt. 

Tit. She loves thee, boy, too well to do thee 

harm. 

Bog. Ay, when toy father was in Rome, die 

Mar. What means my niece Lavinia by these 
iM^nf I 8 

7 It. Fear her not, Ludus: somewhat doth 
she mea n s 

See, Indus, see how much the makes of thee; 


Somewhither would she have thee go with her. 
Ah! boy: Cornelia never with more care is 
Read to her sons, than she hath read to thee 
Sweet poetry and Tully's Orator. 

Mar. Canst thou not guess wherefore she 
plies thee thus? 

Boy. My lord, I know not, I, nor can I guess, 
Unless some fit or frenzy do possess her: 17 
For I have heard my grandsire say fall oft. 
Extremity of griefs would make men mad; 
And I have read that Hecuba of Troy so 
Ran mad through sorrow; that made me to fear. 
Although, my lord, I know my noble aunt 
Loves me as dear as e'er my mother did, 

And would not, but in fary, fright my youth; as 
Which made me down to throw my books and 

Causeless, perhaps. But pardon me, sweet aunt; 
And, madam, if my uncle Marcus go, 

I will most willingly attend your ladyship. sS 
Mar. Lucius, 1 will. 

[lavinia turns over the books which 
lucius had let fall. 
Tit. Hownow,Lavinia! Marcus,whatmeans 
this? 

Some book there is that she desires to see. 
Which is it, girl, of these? Open them, boy. 3a 
But thou art deeper read, and better skill’d; 
Come, and take choice of all my library. 

And so beguile thy sorrow, till the heavens 
Reveal the damn’d contriver of this deed. 36 
Why lifts she up her arms in sequence thus? 
Mar. I think she means that there was more 
than one 

Confederate in the fact: ay, more there was; 
Or else to heaven she heaves them for revenge. 
Tit. Ludus, what book is that she toaseth so? 
Boy. Grandsire, ’tisOvid’s Metamorphoses; 
My mother gave it me. 

Mar. For love of her that’s gone. 

Perhaps, she cull'd it from among the rest. 44 
Tit. Soft! see how busily she turns the leaves! 

v j Helping her. 

What would she find? Lavinia, shall 1 read? 
This is the tragic tale of Philomel, 

And treats of Tereus’ treason and his rape; 48 
And rape, I fear, was root of thine annoy. 
Mar. See, brother, see! note how she quotes 
the leaves. 

Tit. Lavinia, wert thou thus surpris’d, sweet 


Revised and wrong’d, as Philomela was, js 
Forc’d in the ruthless, vast, and gloomy woods? 
See, see! 

Ay, such a place there is, where we did hunt,— 
Ol had we never, never hunted there,— 56 
Pattern’d by that the poet here describes. 

By nature made for murders and for rape*. 
Mar. O! why should nature build so foul a 
den. 

Unless the gods delight in tragedies? 60 
Tit. Give signs, sweet girl, far here are oooe 
but friends. 

What Roman lord it was durst do the deed: 1 
Or slunk not Saturnine, as Tarquin erst. 

That left tbs camp to sin in Lucreoe' bed? *4 
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Afar. Sit down, sweet niece: brother, sit 
down by me. 

Apollo, Pallas, Jove, or Mercury, 

Inspire me, that I may this treason find! 

My lord, look here; look here, Lavinia: 68 
This sandy plot is plain; guide, if thou canst. 
This after me. 

[He writes his name with his staff, and 
guides it with his feet and mouth, 
I have writ my name 
Without the help of any hand at all. 

Curs’d be that heart that forc'd us to this shift! 
Write thou, good niece, and here display at last 
What God will have discover'd for revenge. 74 
Heaven guide thy pen to print thy sorrows plain. 
That we may know the traitors and the truth! 
[She takes the staff in her mouth, and guides 
it with her stumps, and writes. 
Tit. O! do you read, my lord, what she hath 
writ? 77 

Stuprum, Chiron, Demetrius. 

Mar. What, what! the lustful sons OfTamora 
Performers of this heinous, bloody deed? So 
Til. Magni dommator poli, 

Tam lentus audis scelera? tarn lentus ridesf 
Mar. O! calm thee, gentle lord; although I 
know 

There is enough written upon this earth 84 
To stir a mutiny In the mildest thoughts 
And arm the minds of infants to exclaims. 

My lord, kneel down with me; Lavinia, kneel; 
And kneel,sweet boy, the Roman Hoc tors hope; 
And swear with me, as, with the woeful fere 89 
And father of that chaste dishonour’d dame. 
Lord Junius Brutus sware for Lucrece’ rape. 
That we will prosecute by good advice 93 
Mortal revenge upon these traitorous Goths, 
And see their blood. Or die with this reproach. 

Tit. Tis sure enough, an you knew now; 
But If you hunt these bear-whelps, then beware: 
The dam will wake, an if she wind you once: 97 
She's with the lion deeply still in league, 

And lulls him whilst she playeth on her back. 
And when he sleeps will she do what she list, too 
You're a young huntsman, Marcus; let it alone; 
And, come, I will go get a leaf of brass. 

And with a gad of steel will write these words. 
And lay it by: the angry northern wind 104 
Will blow these sands tike Sibyl's leaves abroad. 
And where’s your lesson then? Boy, what say 
you? 

Boy. I say, my lord, that if I were a man. 
Their mothers bed-chamber should not be safe 


For these bad bondmen to the yoke of Rome, ten 
Mar. Ay, that’s my boy 1 thy father hath foil 
oft 

For his ungrateful country done the like. 

Boy. And, unde, so will I, an if I live, m 
Tit. Come, go with me into mine armoury: 
Lucius, I’ll fit thee; and withal my boy 
Shall carry from me to the empress’ sons 
Presents that I intend to tend them both! rr6 
Come, come; thou‘It do thy message, wilt thou 
not? 

Boy. Ay, with my dagger in their boaoms, 
grandaire. 


Tit. No, boy, not so; I’ll teacb thee another 
course. 

Lavinia, come. Marcus, look to my hone; rso 
Lucius and I'll go brave it at the court: 

Ay, marry, will we, sir; and we'll be waited on. 

[Exeunt titus, lavinia, and Boy. 
Mar. O heavens 1 can you hear a good man 
groan. 

And not relent or. not compassion him? 134 
Marcus, attend him in his ecstasy, 

That hath more scan of sorrow in his heart 
T han foemen’s marks upon his batter’d shield; 
But yet so just that he will not revenge. 138 
Revenge,yeheavens,foroldAndronicusl [JExit. 


Scene H. — The Same. A Room in the Palace, 
Enter, from one side, AAKON, DEMETRIUS, and 
chikon; from the other young Lucius, and 
an Attendant, with a bundle of weapons, and 
verses writ upon them. 

Chi. Demetrius, here’s the son of Lucius; 
He hath some message to deliver us. 

Aar. Ay, some mad message from his mac 
grandfather. 

Boy. My lords, with all the humbleness I 
may, 4 

I greet your honours from Andionlcust 
[Aside.] And pray the Roman gods, confoutd 
you both! 

Dem. Gramercy, lovely Lucius: what’s the 
news? 

Boy. [Aside.] That you are both drfr’pber'd, 
that’s the news, 8 

For villains mark’d with rape. [Aloud.] May it 
please you, 

My grandsire, well advis’d, hath sent by mt 
The goodliest weapons of his armoury, 

To gratify your honourable youth, is 

The hope of Rome, for so he bade me tty; 
And so I do, and with his gilts present 
Your lordships, that whenever you have need, 
You may be armed and appointed wefl. 16 
And so I leave you both: [Aside.] like bloody 
villains. [ Exeunt Boy and Attendant. 

Dem. What’s here? A scroll; and written 
round about? 

Let’s see:— 

[Reads.] 'Integer vita, scekrisaue purus, ao 
Non eget Mauri JacuUs.nec oral. 

CM. OI ’tis a verse in Horace; I know it well: 
I read it in the grammar long ago. 

Aar. Ay just, a verse in Horace; right, you 
have it 34 

[Aside.] Now, what a thing it is to be an aasl 
Here’s no sound jestl the old man hath found 
their guilt 

And sends them weapons wrapp’d about with 
lines. 

That wound, beyond their fbeUng, to the quick; 
But were our witty empress weu afoot, sn 

She would applaud AndronlcuS’ conceit! 

But let her rest in her unmet awhile, 

[To them.] And now, young lords, Wtt tnota 
happy star gs 

Led us to Rome, strangers, and more than ao. 
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Captive*, to be advanced to this height? 

It did me go >d before the palace gate 

To brave the tribune in his brother’s hearing. 36 
Dem. But me more good, to see so great a 
lord 

Basely insinuate and send us gilts. 

Aar. Had he not reason. Lord Demetrius? 

Did you not use ins daughter very friendly? 40 
Dem. T veuld we had a thousand Roman 
dames 

At such a bay, by turn to serve our lust. 

Chi. A charitable wish and full of love. 
Aar. Here lacks but your mother for to say 
amen. 44 

Chi. And that would she for twenty thousand 
more. 

Dem. Come, let us go and pray to all the gods 

For our beloved mother in her pains. 

Aar. [Aside.] Pray to the devils; the gods 
have given us over. [Trumpets sound. 
Dem. Why do the emperor s trumpets flour¬ 
ish thus? 49 

Chi. Belike, for joy the emperor hath a son. 
Dem. Soft! who comes here? 


Enter a Nurse, with a blackamoor Child. 
Nur. Good morrow, lords. O! tell me, did 
you see 5* 

Aaron the Moor? 

Aar. Well, more or less, or ne’er a whit at all, 
Here Aaron is: and what with Aaron now? 

Nur. O gentle Aaron! we are all undone. 56 
Now help, or woe betide thee evermore! 

Aar. Why, what a caterwauling dost thou 


Whatclost thou wrap and fumble in thine arms? 

Nur. OI that which I would hide from 
heaven’s eye, so 

Our empress’ shame, and stately Rome’s di»- 

gface! 

She is deliver’d, lords, she is deliver'd. 

Aar. To whom? 

Nur. I mean, she’s brought a-bed. 

Aar. Well, God give her good rest! What 
hath he sent her? 64 

Nur. A devil. 

Aar. Why, then she’s the devil’s dam: a joy- 
fol issue. 

Nur. A joyless, dismal, black, and sorrowful 
issue. 

Here is the babe, as loathsome as a toad 68 
Amongst the fairest breeders of our clime. 
The empress sends it thee, thy stamp, thy seal. 
And bids thee christen it with thy dagger’s 
point. 

Aar. ’Zounds, ye whorel is black so base a 
hue? 7s 

Sweet Mowse, you are a beauteous blossom, sure. 

Dem. Villain, what hast thou done? 

Aar. That which thou canst not undo. 

Chi. Thou hast undone our mother. 76 

Aar. Villain, I have done thy mother. 

Dem. And therein, hellish dog, thou hast 
undone. 

Woe to her chance, and damn'd her loathed 
choice! 


Accuia d toe nffspring of so foul a fiend 1 So 
Chi. It shall not live. 

Aar. It shall not die. 

Nur. Aaron, it must; the mother wills it to. 
Aar. What! must it, nurse? then let no man 
but I 84 

Do execution on my flesh and blood. 

Dem. I’ll broach the tadpole on my rapier’s 
point: 

Nurse, give it me; my sword shall soon dispatch 
it. 

Aar. Sooner this sword shall plough thy 
bowels up. 88 

[Takes the Child from the Nurse, 
and draws. 

Stay, murderous villains! will you kill your 
brother ? 

Now, by the burning tapers of the sky. 

That shone so brightly when this boy was got. 
He dies upon my scimitar’s sharp point 94 
That touches this my first-born son and heir. 

I tell you, younglings, not Enceladus, 

With all his threatening band of Typhon’s 
brood. 

Nor great Alcides, nor the god of war, 96 
Shall seize this prey out of his father's hands. 
What, what, ye sanguine, shallow-hearted boys! 
Ye whito-lim’d walls! ye alehouse painted signs! 
Coal-black is better than another hue, 100 
In that it scorns to bear another hue; 

For all the water in the ocean 
Can never turn the swan’s black legs to white. 
Although she lave them hourly in the flood. 104 
Tell the empress from me, I am of age 
To keep mine own, excuse it how she can. 
Dem. Wilt thou betray thy noble mistress 
thus? 

Aar. My mistress is my mistress; this my¬ 
self; 108 

The vigour, and the picture of my youth: 

This before all the world do I prefer; 

This maugre all the world will I keep safe. 

Or some of you shall smokSfor it in Rome, m 
Dem. By this our mother is for ever sham’d. 
Chi. Rome will despise her for this foul 

Nur. The emperor in his rage will doom her 
death. 

Chi. I blush to think upon this ignomy. 11S 
Aar. Why, there’s the privilege your beauty 
bears. 

Fie, treacherous hue! that will betray with 
blushing 

The close enacts and counsels of the heart: 
Here’s a young lad fram'd of another leer: x» 
Look how the black slave smiles upon the father. 
As who should say, ’Old lad, I am thine own.' 
He is your brother, lords, sensibly fed 
Of that self blood that first gave life to you; 124 
And from that womb where you imprison’d 
were 

He is enfranchised and come to light: 

Nay, he is your brother by the surer side, 
Although my seal be stamped in his face. 1*8 
Nur. Aaron, what shall I say unto the em¬ 
press? 
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Dem. Advise thee, Aaron, what la to be done. 
And we will all subscribe to thy advice: 

Save thou the child, so we may all be safe. 13a 
Aar. Then sit we down, and let us all consult. 
My son and I will have the wind of you: 

Keep there: now talk at pleasure of your safety. 

[They sit. 

Dem. How many women saw this child of 
his? 136 

Aar. Why, so, brave lords! when we join in 
league, 

I am a lamb; but if you brave the Moor, 

The chafed boar, the mountain lioness, 

The ocean swells not so as Aaron storms. 140 
But say, again, how many saw the child? 

Nur. Cornelia the midwife, and myself. 

And no one else but the deliver’d empress. 
Aar. The empress, the midwife, and your¬ 
self: 144 

Two may keep counsel when the third’s away. 
Go to the empress; tell her this I said: 

[Stabbing her. 

‘Weke, weke!’ 

So cries a pig prepared to the spit. 148 

Dem. What mcari’st thou, Aaron? Where¬ 
fore didst thou this? 

Aar. O lord, sir, ’tis a deed of policy: 

Shall she live to betray this guilt of ours. 

A long-tongu’d babbling gossip? no, lords, no. 
And now be it known to you my full intent. 153 
Not far, one Muli lives, my countryman: 

His wife but yesternight was brought to bed. 
His child is like to her, fair as you are: 15* 
Go pack with him, and give the mother gold, 
And tell them both the circumstance of all. 
And how by this their child shall be advanc’d. 
And be received for the emperor’s heir, 160 
And substituted in the place of mine. 

To calm this tempest whirling in the court; 
And let the emperor dandle him for his own. 
Hark ye, lords; you see, l have given her physic, 
{Pointing to the Nurse. 
And you must needs bestow her funeral; >6s 
The fields are near, and you are gallant grooms. 
This done, see that you take no longer days. 
But send the midwife presently to me. 168 
The midwife and the nurse well made away. 
Then let the ladies tattle what they please. 

Chi. Aaron, I see thou wilt not trust the air 
With secrets. 

Dem. For this care of Tamora, 17a 
Herself and hers are highly bound to thee. 

I Exeunt Demetrius and chiron, 
bearing off the Nurse’s body. 
Aar. Now to the Goths, as swift as swallow 
flies; 

There to dispose this treasure in mine arms, 
And secretly to greet the empress’ friends. 176 
Come on, you thdck-lipp’d slave, I’ll bear you 
hence; 

For it is you that puts us to our shifts: 

I’ll make you feed on berries and on roots, 
And feed on curds and whey and suck the goat, 
And cabin in a cave, and bring you up 1*1 
To be a warrior, and command a camp. 

[Exit with the Child. 


Scene ID. — The Same. A Public Place. 
Enter TITUS, bearing arrows, with letters on the 
ends of them; with him Marcus, young LUCIUS, 
fubuus,SEMPRON ius,CAius,andotAer Gentle¬ 
men, with bows. 

Tit. Come, Marcus, come; kinsmen, this is 
the way. 

Sir boy, now let me see your archery: 

Look ye draw home enough, and 'tis there 
straight. 

Terras Astraa reliquit: 4 

Be you remember’d, Marcus, she's gone, she’s 
fled. 

Sirs, take you to your tools. You, cousins, shall 
Go sound the ocean, and cast your nets; 
Happily you may find her in the sea; 8 
Yet there’s as little justice as at land. 

No; Publius and Sempronius, you must do it; 
’Tis you must dig with mattock and with spade. 
And pierce the inmost centre of the earth: 12 
Then, when you come to Pluto’s region, 

I pray you, deliver him this petition; 

Tell him, it is for justice and for aid, 

And tiiat it comes from old Andromcus, >6 
Shaken with sorrows in ungrateful Rome. 

Ah! Rome. Well, well; 1 made thee miserable 
What time I threw the people’s suffrages 
On him that thus doth tyrannize o’er me. 20 
Go, get you gone; and pray be careful all, 

And leave you not a man-of-war unsearch’d; 
This wicked emperor may have shipp’d her 
hence; 

And, kinsmen, then we may go pipe for justice. 

Mar. O Publius! is not this a heavy case, 25 
To see thy noble uncle thus distract? 

Pub. Tberefore.mylord.ithighlyusconcerns 
By day and night to attend him carefully, 28 
And feed his humour kindly as we may. 

Till time beget some careful remedy. 

Afar. Kinsmen, his sorrows are past remedy. 
Join with the Goths, and with revengeful war 32 
Take wreak on Rome for this ingratitude. 

And vengeance on the traitor Saturnine. 

Tit. Publius,hownowlhowxiow.mymastersl 
What! have you met with her? 36 

Pub. No, my good lord; but Pluto sends you 
word. 

If you will have Revenge from hell, you shall: 
Marry, for Justice, she is so employ d, 

He thinks, with Jove in heaven, or somewhere 
else 40 

So that perforce you must needs stay a time. 

Tit. Hedothmewrongtofeedmewithdelays. 
I’ll dive into the burning lake below, 

And pull her out of Acheron by the heels. 44 
Marcus, we are but shrubs, no cedars we; 

No big-bon’d men fram’d of the Cyclops’ sire; 
But metal, Marcus, steel to the very back. 

Yet wrung with wrongs more than our backs 
can bear: 4* 

And sith there's no justice in earth nor hell. 
We will solicit heaven and move the gods 
To send down Justice for to wreak our wrongs. 
Come, to this gear. You are a good archer. 
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Marcus. [He gives them the arrows. 

Ad Jovem, that's for you: hoe, ad Apoilinem: 
Ad Mortem, that’s for myself: 

Here, boy, to Pallas: here, to Mercury: 

To Saturn, Caius, not to Saturnine; $6 

You were as good to shoot against the wind. 
To it, boyt Marcus, loose when I bid. 

Of my word, I have written to effect; 

There's not a god left unsolicited. 60 

Mar. Kinsmen, shoot all your shafts into 
the court: 

We will afflict the emperor in his pride. 

Tit. Now, masters, draw. [They shoot.] O! 
well said, Lucius 1 

Good boy, in Virgo’s lap: give it Pallas. 64 
Afar. My lord. I aim a mile beyond the moon; 
Your letter is with Jupiter by this. 

Tit. Hal Publius, Publius, what hast thou 
done? 

See, see! thou hast shot offoneofTaurus’ horns. 
Mar. This was the sport, my lord: when 
Publius shot, 69 

The Bull, being gall'd, gave Aries such a knock 
That down fell both the Ram’s horns in the court: 
And who should find them but the empress 
villain? 72 

She laugh’d, and told the Moor, he should not 
choose 

But give them to his master for a present. 

Tit. Why. there it goes: God give his lord- 
ship Joy! 

Enter a Clown, with a basket, and two pigeons 
in it. 

News! news from heaven! Marcus, the post is 
come. 76 

Sirrah, what tidings? have you any letters? 
Shall I have justice? what says Jupiter? 

Clo. O! the gibbet-maker? He says that he 
hath taken them down again, for the man must 
not be hanged till the next week. Sr 

Tit. But what says Jupiter, I ask thee? 

Clo. Alas! sir, I know not Jupiter; I never 
drank with him in all my life. 84 

Tit. Why, villain, art not thou the carrier? 
Clo. Ay, of my pigeons, sir; nothing else. 
Tit. Why, didst thou not come from heaven ? 
Clo. From heaven I alas! sir, I never came 
there. God forbid I should be so bold to press 
to heaven in my young days. Why, X am going 
with my pigeons to the tribunal plebs, to take 
up a matter of brawl betwixt my uncle and one 
of the emperial’s men. 93 

Mar. Why, sir, that is as fit as can be to 
serve for your oration; and let him deliver the 
pigeons to the emperor ftom you. 96 

Tit. Tell me, can you deliver an oration to 
the emperor with a grace? 

Clo. Nay, truly, sir, I could never say grace 
in ail my life. too 

Hr. Sirrah, come hither: make no more ado. 
But give your pigeons to the emperor: 

By me thou suit have justice at his hands. 
£(old, hold; meanwhile, hen's money for thy 
chargee. 104 

Give me pen and ink. 


Sirrah, can you with a grace deliver a supplica¬ 
tion? 

Clo. Ay, sir. 

Tit. Then here is a supplication for you. 
And when you come to him, at the first ap¬ 
proach you must kneel; then kiss his foot; then 
deliver up your pigeons; and then look for your 
reward. I’ll be at hand, sir; see you do it bravely. 
Clo. I warrant you, sir; let me alone. 113 
Tit. Sirrah, hast thou a knife? Come, let 
me see it. 

Here, Marcus, fold it in the oration; 

For thou hast made it like a humble suppliant: 
And when thou hast given it to the emperor, 117 
Knock at my door, and tell me what he says. 
Clo. God be with you, sir; I will. 

Tit. Come, Marcus, let us go. Publius, follow 
me. [ Exeunt. 

SCENE IV. —The Same. Before the Palace. 
Enter saturninus, tamora, Demetrius, chiron. 
Lords, and Others : saturninus with the arrows 
in his hand that Titus shot. 

Sat. Why, lords, what wrongs are these! 
Was ever seen 

An emperor of Rome thus overborne, 
Troubled, confronted thus: and, for the extent 
Of egal justice, us’d in such contempt? _ ' 4 
My lords, you know, as do the mightful gods,— 
However these disturbers of our peace 
Buzz in the people’s ears,—there nought hath 
pass’d, 

But even with law, against the wilful sons 8 
Of old Andronicus. And what an if 
His sorrows have so overwhelm’d his wits. 
Shall we be thus afflicted in his wreaks. 

His fits, his frenzy, and his bitterness? rz 
And now he writes to heaven for his redress: 
See, here’s to Jove, and this to Mercury; 

This to Apollo; this to the god of war; 

Sweet scrolls to fly about thejtreets of Rome! 16 
What’s this but libelling against the senate, 
And blazoning our injustice every where? 

A goodly humour, is it not, my lords? 

As who would say, in Rome no justice were, so 
But if I live, his feigned ecstasies 
Shall be no shelter to these outrages; 

But he and his shall know that justice lives 
In Saturninus* health; whom, if she sleep, *4 
He’ll so awake, as she in fury shall 
Cut off the proud’st conspirator that lives. 

Tam. My gracious lord, my lovely Saturnine, 
Lord of my life, commander of my thoughts, *8 
Calm thee, and bear the faults of Titus age, 
The effects of sorrow for his valiant sons. 
Whose loss hath pierc’d him deep and scaxrd 
his heart; 

And rather comfort his distressed plight 3s 
Than prosecute the meanest or the best 
For these contempts.— [Aside. ] Why, thus It 
shall become 

Hlgh-witted Tamora to gloze with all: _ 
But, Titus. I have touch’d thee to the Quick, 3 6 
Thy life-blood out: if Aaron now be wise, 
Thao is all safe, the anchor’s in the port. 
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Enter Clown. 

How now, good fellow I wouldst tbou speak with 
os? 

Clo. Yea. forsooth, an your mistership be 
emperial. 40 

Tam. Empress I am, but yonder sits the 
emperor. 

Clo. Tisbe. GodandSaintStephengiveyoa 
good den. 

I have brought you a letter and a couple of 
pigeons here. 

[saturninus reads the Utter. 
Sat. Go, take him away, and hang him pre¬ 
sently. 44 

Clo. How much money must I have? 

7 am. Come, sirrah, you must be hanged. 
Clo. Hanged! By 'r lady, then I have brought 
up a neck to a flair end. [Exit, guarded. 

Sat. Despiteful and intolerable wrongs I 49 
Shall I endure this monstrous villany? 

I know from whence this same device proceeds: 
May this be borpe ? As if his traitorous sons, s» 
That died by lajw for murder of our brother. 
Have by my means been butcher’d wrongfully 1 
Go, drag the villain hither by the hair; 

Nor age nor honour shall shape privilege. s<> 
For tint proud mock I’ll be thy slaughterman; 
Sly frantic wretch, that holp’st to make me great, 
In hope thyself should govern Rome and me. 

Enter sstauxjs. 

What news with thee, jEmilius? 60 

/Emil. Ann, arm, my lord! Roms never had 
more cause. 

The Goths have gather’d head, and with a power 
Of high-rssolved men, bent to the spoil. 

They hither march amain, under conduct 64 
Of Lucius, son to old Andronictis; 

Who threats, in course of this revenge, to do 
As much as ever Coriolanus did. 

Sat. Is war-like Lucius general of the Goths? 
These tidings nip me, and I hang the head 69 
As flowers With frost or grass beat down with 
storms^ 

Ay, now begin our sorrows to approach: 

’Tis he the common people love so much; 7s 
Myself hath often beard them say. 

When I have walked like a private man. 

That Lucius’ banishment was wrongfully. 

And tney have wish’d that Indus were their 
emperor. 7 * 

Tun. Why should you fear? is not your dty 
strong? 

Sat. Ay, but the dtizens favour Lu d ns, 

“id will revolt from me to succour him. 

Tam. King, be thy thoughts imperious, like 
thy name. 80 

u the sun dimm’d, that gnats do fly in it? 
the eagle suffers little birds to sing. 

And is not careAil what they mean thereby, 
Knowing that with the shadow of his wings *4 
.He can at pleasure stint their melody: 

Even so mityst thou the giddy men of Rome. 
Then cheer thy spirit; for Know, thou emperor, 
I will enchant the old Andromens M 




With words more sweet, and yet more danger¬ 
ous. 

Than baits to fish, or honey-stalks to sheep, 
Whenas the one is wounded with the bait. 

The other rotted with delicious feed. 91 
Sat. But he will not entreat his son for us. 
Tam. If Tamora entreat him, then he will: 
For I can smooth and fill his aged ear 
With golden promises, that, were his heart ft 
Almost impregnable, his old ears deaf. 

Yet should both ear and heart obey my tongue, 
ITo j2milius.J Go thou before, be our ambas¬ 
sador: 

Say that the emperor requests a parley tee 
Of war-like Lucius, and appoint the mealing. 
Even at his father’s house, the old Andronicus. 

Sat. Ahnilius, do this message honourably: 
And if he stand on hostage for his safety, 104 
Bid him demand what pledge will please him 
best. 

/Emil. Your bidding shall I do effectually. 

I Exit. 

Tam. Now will I to that old Andronicus, 
And temper him with all the art I have, sol 
To pluck proud Lucius from the war-like Gotha. 
Ana now, sweet emperor, be blithe again. 

And bury all thy fear in my devices. 

Sat. Then go succcssaatly, and plead to him, 

[Exeunt. 

ACT V 

Scene I. — Plains near Rome. 

Flourish. Enter luctus, and an army o/Gotbs, 
with drums and colours. 

Luc. Approved warriors, and my ftlthfbl 
friends, 

I have received letters from great Rome, 
Which signify whathate they bear their e m peror. 
And how desirous of our sight they are. 4 
Therefore, great lords, be, as your titles witness, 
Imperious and impatient of your wrongs; 

And wherein Rome hath done you any scatb, 
Let him make treble satisfaction. s 

First Goth. Brave slip, sprung from the gnat 
Andronicus, 

Whose name was once our terror, now par 
comfort; 

Whose high exploits and honourable deeds 
IngrateftdRome requites with foul contempt, is 
Be bold in us: we’ll follow where thou lead st. 
Like stinging bees in hottest summer's day 
Led by their master to the flower'd fields. 

And be aveng’d on cursed Tamara. 18 

Goths, And, as he saith, so say we all with 
hfafi- 

Luc. I humbly thank him, and 1 thank you 
alL 

But who comas here, led by a lusty Goth? 

Enter a Goth, leading aaron, with his Child 
in his arms. 

Sec. Goth. Renowned Ludns, from our 
troops I stray’d, so 

To gam upon a ruinous monastery; 

And as I earnestly did fix mine ayu 
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Upon the wasted building, suddenly 
1 heard a child cry underneath a wall. 14 
I made unto the noise; when soon I heard 
The crying babe controll’d with this discourse; 
‘ Peace, tawny slave, half me and half thy dam t 
Did not thy hue bewray whose brat thou art, 28 
Had nature lent thee but thy mother’s look. 
Villain, thou mightst have been an emperor: 
But where the bull and cow are both milk-white, 
They never do beget a coal-black calf. 32 
Peace, villain, peacel’—even thus he rates the 
babe,— 

‘For I must bear thee to a trusty Goth; 

Who, when he knows thou art the empress’ 
babe. 

Will hold thee dearly for thy mother’s sake.’ 3* 
With this, my weapon drawn, I rush’d upon 
him, 

Surpris'dhim suddenly, and brought himhither, 
To use as you think needful of the man. 

Luc. O worthy Goth, this is the incarnate 
devil 40 

That robb’d Andronicus of his good hand: 
This is the pearl that pleas’d your empress' eye, 
And here’s the base fruit of his burning lust. 
Say, walhey’d slave, whither wouldst thou con¬ 
vey 44 

This growing image of thy fiend-like face? 
Why dost not speak ? What! deaf? not a word ? 
A halter, soldiers! bang him on this tree. 

And by his side his fruit of bastardy. 48 

Aar. Touch not the boy; he is of royal blood. 
Luc. Too like the sire for ever being good. 
First hang the child, that he may see it sprawl; 
A tight to vex the father’s soul withal. 32 

Get me a ladder. [A ladder brought, 

which aaron is made to ascend 
Aar. Lucius, save the child; 

And bear it from me to the empress. 

If thou do this, I’ll show thee wondrous things. 
That highly may advantage thee to near: 56 
If thou wilt not, befall what mav befall. 

I’ll speak no more but ‘ Vengeance rot you all! ’ 
Luc. Say on; and if it please me which thou 
speak’st. 

Thy child shall live, and I will see it nourish’d. 
Aar. An if it please thee! why, assure thee, 
Lucius, 61 

Twill vex thy soul to hear what I shall speak; 
For I must talk It murders, rapes, and mas¬ 


sacres. 

Acts of Mack night, abominable deeds, 64 
Camplots oi mischief, treason, villanics 
Ruthful to hear, yet piteously perform’d: 

And this shall all be buried by my death, 
Unlrsa thou swear to me my child shall live. 68 

J uc. Tell on thy mind: I say, thy child shall 
live. 

Aar. Swear that he shall, and then I will 
begin. 

Luc. Who should I swear by? thou believ’st 
no god: 

That grained, how canst thou believe an oath? 

Aar. What if I do not? as. indeed, I do not; 
Yet. for I know thou art religious. 

And hast a thing within thee called conscie n ce. 


With twenty popish tricks and ceremonies, 76 
Which I have seen thee careful to observe. 
Therefore I urge thy oath; for that I know 
An idiot holds his bauble for a god. 

And keeps the oath which by that god he swears, 
To that I’ll urge him: therefore thou shalt vow 
By that same god, what god soe’er it be, 

That thou ador'st and hast in reverence. 

To save my boy, to nourish and bring him up; 
Or else I will discover nought to thee. 85 
Luc. Even by my god I swear to thee I will. 
Aar. First, know thou, I begot him on the 
empress. 

Luc. O most insatiate and luxurious woman! 
Aar. Tut! Lucius, this was. but a deed of 
charity Is 

To that which thou shalt hear of tne anon. 
Twas her two sons that murder’d Bassianus; 
They cut thy sister’s tongue and ravish'd her, 9* 
And cut her hands and trimm’d bar as thou 
saw’st. 

Luc. O detestable villain! call’st thou that 
trimming? 

Aar. Why, she was wash'd, and cut, and 
trimm'd, and 'twas 

Trim sport for them that had the doing of it. 9« 
L.uc. O barbarous, beastly villains, like thy¬ 
self! 

Aar. Indeed, I was their tutor to instruct 
them. 

That codding spirit had they from their mother. 
As sure a card as ever won the set; 100 

That bloody mind. 1 think, they learn’d of me 
As true a dog as ever fought at head. 

Well, let my deeds be witness of my worth. 

T train’d thy brethren to that guileful hob 104 
Where the dead corpse of Bassianus lay; 

I wrote the letter that thy father found. 

And hid the gold within the letter mention’d. 
Confederate with the queen and her two sons: 
And what not done, that thou hast cause to rue. 
Wherein I had no stroke of mischief in it? 

I play’d the cheater for tlfy father’s hand, 
And, when I had it, drew myself apart, 11* 
And almost broke my heart with extreme 
laughter. 

I pry’d me through the crevice of a wall 
When, for his hand, he had his two sons’ heads; 
Beheld his tears, and laugh’d so heartily, 116 
That both mine eyes were rainy like to his: 
And when I told the empress of this sport. 
She swounded almost at my pleasing tale. 
And for my tidings gave me twenty kisses, iso 
First Goth. What! canst thou say all this, 
and never blush? 

Aar. Ay, like a black dog, as the saying Is. 
Luc. Art thou not sorry for these heinous 
deeds? 

Aar. Ay, that I had not done a thousand 
more. is4 

Even now I curse the day, and yet, I think. 
Few come within the compass of my curse, 
Wherein I did not some notorious ill: 

As kill a man, or else devise his death: sxl 
Ravish a mala, or plot the way to do it; 
Accuse some innocent, and forswear myself; 
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Set deadly enmity between two friends; 

Make poor men's cattle break their necks; 13s 
Set fire on barns and hay-stacks in the night, 
And bid the owners quench them with their 
tears, 

Oft have I digg’d up dead men from their graves, 
,And set them upright at their dear friends’ 
doors, 136 

Even when their sorrows almost were forgot; 
And on their skins, as on the bark of trees, 
Have with my knife carved in Roman letters, 

' Let not your sorrow die, though I am dead.’ 140 
Tut 11 have done a thousand dreadful things 
As willingly as one would kill a fly. 

And nothing grieves me heartily indeed 
But that 1 cannot do ten thousand more. 144 
Luc. Bring down the devil, for he must not 
die 

So sweet a death as hanging presently. 

Aar. If there be devils, would I were a devil. 
To live and bum in everlasting fire, 148 

So I might have your company in hell, 

But to torment you with my bitter tongue! 
Luc. Sirs, stop his mouth, and let him speak 
no more. 

Enter a Goth. 

Goth. My lord, there is a messenger from 
Rome rj2 

Desires to be admitted to your presence. 

Luc. Let him come near. 

Enter J 2 MH.IUS. 

Welcome, Aimilius! what’s the news from 
Rome? 

JEmil. Lord Lucius, and you princes of the 
Goths, 156 

The Roman emperor greets you all by me; 
And, for he understands you are in arms. 

He craves a parley at your father's house. 
Willing you to demand your hostages, 160 

And they shall be immediately deliver’d. 

Flrit Goth. What says our general? 

Luc. /Emilius, let the emperor give his 
pledges 

Unto my father and ray uncle Marcus, 164 

And we will come. March away. [ Exeunt. 


Scene IL— Rome. Before TITUS' House. 
Enter tamoiia, Demetrius, and chiron, 
disguised. 

Tam. Thus, in this strange and sad habili¬ 
ment, 

1 will encounter with Andronicus, 

And say I am Revenge, sent from below 
To join with him and right his heinous wrongs. 
Knock at his study, where, they say, he keeps, s 
To ruminate strange plots of dire revenge; 
Tell him. Revenge is come to join with him. 
And work confusion on bis enemies. » 

[They knock. 

Enter mm, above. 

Tit. Who doth molest my contemplation? 
hit your trick to make me ope the door. 
That so my sad decrees may fly sway. 


And all my study be to no effect? is 

You are deceiv'd: for what I mean to do, 

See here, in bloody lines 1 have set down; 

And what is written shall be executed. 

Tam. Titus, 1 am come to talk with thee. 16 
Tit. No, not a word; how can I grace my talk. 
Wanting a hand to give it action? 

Thou hast the odds of me; therefore no mote. 
Tam. If thou didst know me, thou wouldst 
talk with me. 10 

Tit. I am not mad; I know thee well enough: 
Witness this wretched stump, witness these 
crimson lines; 

Witness these trenches made by grief and care; 
Witness the tiring day and heavy night; 24 

Witness all sorrow, that 1 know thee well 
For our proud empress, mighty Taroora. 

Is not thy coming for my other hand? 

Tam. Know, thou sad man, I am not 
Tamora; »8 

She is thy enemy, and I thy friend: 

I am Revenge, sent from the infernal kingdom, 
To ease the gnawing vulture of thy mind, 

By working wreakful vengeance on thy foes. 32 
Come down, and welcome me to this world's 
light; 

Confer with me of murder and of death. 

There’s not a hollow cave or lurking-place, 

No vast obscurity or misty vale, 36 

Where bloody murder or detested rape 
Can couch for fear, but I will find them out; 
And in their ears tell them my dreadful name. 
Revenge, which makes the foul offender quake. 
Tit. Art thou Revenge? and art thou sent to 
me, 41 

To be a torment to mine enemies? 

Tam. I am; therefore come down, and wel¬ 
come me. 

Tit. Do me some service ere I come to thee. 
Lo, by thy side where Rape and Murder stands; 
Now give some surance that thou art Revenge: 
Stab them, or tear them on thy chariot-wheels. 
And then I’ll come and be thy waggoner, 48 
And whirl along with thee about the globe. 
Provide two proper palfreys, black as jet. 

To hale thy vengeful waggon swift away. 

And find out murderers in their guilty caves: js 
And when thy car is loaden with their heads, 

I will dismount, and by the waggon-wheel 
Trot like a servile footman all day long. 

Even from Hyperion’s rising in the east s« 
Until his very downfall in the sea: 

And day by day I’ll do this heavy task. 

So thou destroy Rapine and Murder there. 
Tam. These are my ministers, and come with 
me. «o 

Tit. Are these thy ministers? what are they 
call’d? 

Tam. Rapine and Murder; therefore called 
so, 

’Cause they take vengeance of such kind of men. 
Tit. Good Lord, now like the empress’sons 
they are, *4 

And you the empress) but we worldly men 
Have miserable, mad, mistaking eyes. 

O sweet Revenge 1 now do I come to thee: 
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Aad ^tf one aim** embracement will content 

I will embrace the* in It by and by. [Exit above. 

Tam. This closing with him fits bis lunacy. 
Whate’er I forge to feed his brain-sick fits. 

Do you uphold and maintain in yourspeeches, 72 
For now he firmly takes me for Revenge; 
And, being credulous in this mad thought, 

I'll make him send for Lucius bis son; 

And, whilst I at a banquet hold him sure, 76 
I’ll find some cunning practice out of hand 
To scatter and disperse the giddy Goths, 

Or, at the least, make them his enemies. 

See, here he comes, and I must ply my theme. 80 

Enter tttus. 

Tit. Long have I been forlorn, and all for 
thee: 

Welcome, dread Fury, to my woeful house: 
Rapine and Murder, you are welcome too. 
How like the empress and her sons you are] 84 
Well are you fitted had you but a Moor: 
Could not all hell afford you such a devil? 
For well I wot the empress never wags 
But in her company there is a Moor; 88 

And would you represent our queen aright, 

It were convenient you bad such a devil. 

But welcome as you are. What shall we do? 
Tam. What wouldst thou have us do, An- 
dronicus? 9 * 

Dem. Show me a murderer. I’ll deal with 
him. 

CM. Show me a villain that hath done a rape, 
And I am sent to be reveng’d on him. 

Tam. Show me a thousand that have done 

thee wrong, »* 

And I will be revenged on them all. 

Tit. Look round about the wicked streets of 
Rome, 

And when thou find’st a man that’s like thyself. 
Good.Murder, stab him; he’s a murderer. 100 
Go thou with him; and when it is thy hap 
To find another that is like to thee, 

Good Rapine, stab him; he’s a ravisher. 

Go thou with them; and in the emperor’s 
court .. 104 

There is a queen attended by a Moor; 

Well mayst thou know her by thy own pro- 

For*up anti down she doth resemble thee: 
Ipray thee, do on them some violent death; tog 
They have been violent to me and mine. 

7 am. Weil hast thou lesson’d us; this shall 
we do. 

But would It please thee, good Andronicus, 
To send for Lucius, thy thrice-valiant son, m 
Who lead* towards Rome a band of war-like 
Goths, 

And bid him come and banquet at thy house: 
When he is here, even at thy solemn feast, 

I will bring in the empress and her sons, its 
The emperor himself, and all thy foes. 

And at thy mercy shall they stoop and kneel, 
And on them sbalt thou ease thy angry heart. 
What says Andronicus to this devise? 1*0 
Tit. Marcus,my brother!’da std Titus calls. 


Enter Marcus. 

Go, gentle Marcus, to thy nephew Lucius; 
Thou shalt inquire him out among the Goths: 
Bid him repair to me, and bring with him 124 
Some of the chiefest princes of the Goths; 

Bid him encamp his soldiers where they are: 
Tell him , the emperor and the empress too 
Feast at my house, and he shall feast with them. 
This do thou for my love; and so let him, *29 
As ho regards his aged father’s life. 

Mar. This will I do, and soon return a^ain. 

Tam. NowwillIhenceaboutthybusinesa,*32 
And take my ministers along with me. 

Tit. Nay, nay, let Rape and Murder stay 
with me; 

Or else I’ll call my brother back again. 

And cleave to no revenge but Lucius. 13S 
Tam. I Aside to her sons.] What say you, 
boys? will you abide with him. 

Whiles I go teU my lord the emperor 
How I have govern’d our determin’d jest ? 
Yield to his humour, smooth and speak him 
fair, 1*0 

And tarry with him till I turn again. 

Tit. [Aside.] I know them all, though they 
suppose me mad: 

And will o’er-reach them in their own devices; 
A pair of cursed hell-hounds and their dam. 144 
Dem. [Aside to tamora.} Madam, depart at 
pleasure; leave us here. 

Tam. Farewell, Andronicus: Revenge now 
goes 

To lay a complot to betray thy foes. 

[Exit TAMORA. 

Tit. I know thou dost; and, sweet Revenge, 
farewell. *48 

CM. Tell us, old man, how shall we be em¬ 
ploy’d? 

Tit. Tut 11 have work enough for you to do. 
Publius, come hither, Caius, and Valentine] 


Enter publius and Others. 


15 * 


Pub. What is your will? 

Tit. Know you these two? 

Pub. The e mpress’ sons, 

I take them, Chiron and Demetrius. 

Tit. Fie, Publius, fie! thou art too much 
deceiv’d; * 5 ® 

The one is Murder, Rape is the other’s name; 
And therefore bind them, gentle Publius; 
Caius and Valentine, lay hands on them: 

Oft have you heard me wish for such an hour. 
And now I find it: therefore bind them sure, *»t 
And stop their mouths, if they begin to cry. 

[Exit, pubuus, Ac., seize cw mas 

and DEMETRIUS. 

CM. Vfflatns, forbear! we are the e mp re ss 
sons. 

Pub. And therefore do we what we are com¬ 
manded. *84 

Stop close their mouths, let them not speak a 

Is ho sure bound? look dud you bind them flut. 
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For testimony of her foul proceedings: t 

And see the ambush of our Mends be strong; 

1 fear the emperor means no good to us. 

Aar. Some devil whisper curses in mine ear, 
And prompt me, that my tongue may utter 
forth 12 

The venomous malice of my swelling heart 1 
Luc. Away, inhuman dog 1 unhallow’d slave! 
Sirs, help our unde to convey him in. ' 

[Exeunt Goths, with aaron. Trumpets 
sound. 

The trumpets show the emperor is at hand. >6 

Enter SATURNINU 3 and TAMORA, with *M- 
uus, Senators, Tribunes, and Others. 

Sat. What! bath the firmament more suns 
than one? 

Luc. What boots it thee, to call thyself a sun ? 
Mar. Rome's emperor, and nephew, break 
the parle; 

These quarrels must be quietly debated. ao 
The feast is ready which the careful Titus 
Hath ordain’d to an honourable end, 

For peace, for love, for league, and good to 
Rome: 

Please you, therefore, draw nigh, and take your 
places. 24 

Sat. Marcus, we will. [Hautboys sound. 

Enter Trios, dressed like a cook, l avdoa, veiled, 
young LUCIUS, and Others. TITUS places the 
dishes on the table. 

Tit. Welcome, my gradous lord; welcome, 
__ dread queen; 

And this the banquet she shall surfeit on: Welcome, ye war-like Goths; welcome, Lucius; 

For worse than Philomel you us’d my daughter. And welcome, all. Although the cheer be poor. 
And worse than Procne I will be reveng’d. 196 'Twfll fill your stomachs; please you eat of it. 29 
And now prepare your throats. Lavinia, come. Sat. Why art thou thus attir d, Andronicus ? 

[He cuts their throats. Tit. Because I would be sure to have all well 
Receive the blood: and when that they are dead, To_entertain your highness, and your empress. 

■ ■ - - - - Tam. We are beholding to you, good An¬ 
dronicus. 33 

Tit. An if your highness knew my heart, you 
were. 

My lord the emperor, resolve me this: 

Was it well done of rash Virginius 36 

To slay his daughter with his own right hand, 
Because she was enforced, stain’d, and de¬ 
flower’d? 

Sat. It was, Andronicus. 

Tit. Your reason, mighty lord? 40 

Sat. Because the girl should not survive her 
shame, 

And by her presence stiB renew his sorrows. 

Tit. A reason mighty, strong, and effectual; 
A pattern, precedent, and lively warrant, 44 
For me most wretched, to perform the like. 
Die, die, Lavinia, and thy shame with thee; 
And with thy shame thy father's sorrow diet 
[Kills LAVINIA. 

Sat. What hast thou done, unnatural and 
unkind? 4 * 

Tit. Kill’d her, for whom my team have made 
me Mind. 

I am as woeful as Yiigiblut was. 


Re-enter mus, with lavinia; she bearing a 
basin, and he a knife. 

Tit. Come, come, Lavinia; look, thy foes are 
bound. 

Sirs, stop their mouths, let them not speak to 
me, 168 

But let them hear what fearful words I utter. 
O villains, Chiron and Demetrius 1 
Here stands the spring whom you have stain’d 
with mud. 

This goodly summer with your winter mix’d. 172 
You kill’d her husband, and for that vile fault 
Two of her brothers were condemn’d to dmitli. 
My band cut off and made a merry jest: 

Both her sweet hands, her tongue, and that 
more dear 176 

Than hands or tongue, her spotless chastity. 
Inhuman traitors, you constrain’d and forc'd. 
What would you say if I should let you speak? 
Villains! for shame you could not beg for grace. 
Hark, wretches! how I mean to martyr you. 181 
This one hand yet is left to cut your throats. 
Whilst that Lavinia ’tween her stumps doth 
hold 

The basin that receives your guilty blood. 184 
You know your mother means to feast with me, 
And calls herself Revenge, and thinks me mad. 
Hark! villains, I will grind your bones to dust, 
And with your blood and it I’ll make a paste; 
And of the paste a coffin I will rear, 189 
And make two pasties of your shameful heads; 
And bid that strumpet, your unhallow’d dam, 
Like to the earth swallow her own increase. 192 
This is the feast that 1 have bid her to. 


Let me go grind their bones to powder small. 
And with this hateful liquor temper it; 200 
And in that paste let their vile heads be bak'd. 
Come, come, be every one officious 
To make this banquet, which I wish may move 
More stem and bloody than the Centaurs’ feast. 
So, now bring them in, for I will play the cook. 
And see them ready ’gainst their mother comes. 

[Exeunt, bearing the dead bodies, 

Scsnb HL —The Same. Court of TUtuf 
House. A banquet set out. 

Enter LUCIUS, MARCUS and Goths, with AARON 
prisoner. 

Luc. Uncle Marcus, since it is my tether's 
mind 

That I repair to Rome, I am content 
First Goth. And ours with thine, befall what 
fortune will. 

Luc. Good uncle, take you in tide barbarous 
Moor, . - 4 

This ravenous tiger, this accursed devil; 
let him receive no sustenance, fetter him. 

Till he be brought unto tbs empress^ face* 


»b 
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And have a thousand times more cause than he 
To do this outrage: and it is now done. 52 
Sat. What! was she ravish'd? tell who did 
the deed. 

Tit. Will't please you eat ? will't please your 
highness feed? 

Tam. Why hast thou slain thine only daughter 
thus? 

Tit. Not I; 'twas Chiron and Demetrius: 56 
They ravish’d her, and cut away her tongue: 
And they, ’twas they, that did her all this wrong, 
fat. Go fetch them hither to us presently. 
Tit. Why, there they are both, baked in that 
pie; 60 

Whereof'heir mother daintily hath fed. 
Eating the flesh that she herself hath bred. 
Tis true, ’tis true; witness my knife’s sharp 
point. [Kills TAMORA. 

Sat. Die, frantic wretch, for this accursed 
deed! [Kills titus. 

Luc. Can the son’s eye behold his father 
bleed? 65 

There ’ s meed for meed, death for a deadly deed 1 
[Kills saturninus. A great tumult. The 
people in confusion disperse. MARCUS, 
lucius, and their partisans, go up into 
the balcony. 

Mar. You sad-fac’d men, people and sons of 
Rome, 

By uproar sever’d, like a flight of fowl 68 
Scatter'd by winds and high tempestuous gusts, 
O! let me teach you how to knit again 
This scatter’d com into one mutual sheaf. 
These broken limbs again into one body; 7s 
Lest Rome herself be bane unto herself, 

And she whom mighty kingdoms curtsy to. 
Like a forlorn and desperate castaway, 

Do shameful execution on herself. 76 

But if my frosty aims and chaps of age. 

Grave witnesses of true experience, 

Cannot induce you to attend my words, 

[To lucius.] Speak, Rome’s dear friend, as erst 
our ancestor, 80 

When with his solemn tongue he did discourse 
To love-sick Dido’s sad attending car 
The story of that baleful burning night 
When subtle Greeks surpris’d King Priam’s 
Troy; 84 

Tell us what Slnon bath bewitch’d our ears. 
Or who hath brought the fatal engine in 
That gives our Troy, our Rome, the civil wound. 
My heart is not compact of flint nor steel, 88 
Nor can I utter all our bitter grief, 

But floods of tears will drown my oratory, 
And break my very utterance, even in the time 
When it should move you to attend me most, 93 
lending your kind commiseration. 

Here is a captain, let him tell the tale; 

Your hearts will throb and weep to bear Mm 
speak. 

Luc. Then, noble auditory, be it known to 
you, 96 

That cursed Chiron and Demetrius 
Were they that murdered our emperor’s 
brother;. 

And they it was that ravished our sitter. 99 


For their fell faults our brothers were beheaded. 
Our father’s tears despis’d, and basely cozen’d 
Of that true hand that fought Rome’s quarrel 
out. 

And sent her enemies unto the grave: 

Lastly, myself unkindly banished, 104 

The gates shut on me, and turn’d weeping out, 
To beg relief among Rome’s enemies; 

Who drown’d their enmity in my true tears, 
And op’d their arms to embrace me as a 
friend: 108 

And I am the turn’d forth, be it known to you. 
That have preserv’d her welfare in my blood, 
And from her bosom took the enemy's point. 
Sheathing the steel in my adventurous body. > 12 
Alas! you know I am no vaunter, I: 

My scars can witness, dumb although they are. 
That my report is just and full of truth. 

But, soft! methinks 1 do digress too much, 116 
Citing my worthless praise: O! pardon me; 
For when no friends are by, men praise them¬ 
selves. 

Mar. Now is my turn to speak. Behold this 
child; 

Of this was Tamora delivered, 130 

The issue of an irreligious Moor, 

Chief architect and plotter of these woes. 

The villain is alive in Titus’ house. 

Damn’d as he is, to witness this is true. 124 
Now Judge what cause had Titus to revenge 
These wrongs, unspeakable, past patience. 

Or more than any living man could bear. 
Now you have heard the truth, what say you 
Romans? 128 

Have we done aught amiss, show us wherein. 
And, from the place where you behold us now. 
The poor remainder of Andronici 
Will, hand in hand, all headlong cast us down. 
And on the ragged stones beat forth our brains, 
And make a mutual closure of our house. 
Speak, Romans, speak! and if you say we shall, 
Lo! hand in hand, Luciu? and I will fall. 136 
/Emil. Come, come, thou reverend man of 
Rome, 

And bring our emperor gently in thy hand, 
Lucius, our emperor: for well I know 
The common voice do cry it shall be so. 140 
Romans. Lucius, all hail 1 Rome’s royal em¬ 
peror! 

Mar. [To Attendants.] Go, go into old Titus* 
sorrowful house, 

And hither hale that misbelieving Moor, 

To be adjudg'd some direful slaughtering death. 
As punishment for his most wicked life, us 
[Exeunt Attendants. 

LUCIUS, MARCUS, and the Others descend. 
Romans. Lucius, all hail! Rome’s gracious 
governor! 

Luc. Thanks, gentle Romans: may I govern 

*0, 

To heal Rome’s harms, and wipe away her woe! 
But, gentle people, give roe aim awhile, >49 
For nature pun roe to a heavy task. 

Stand all aloof; but, unde, draw you near. 

To shed obsequious tears upon this trunk, is* 
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0 ! take this warm kiss on thy pale cold Ups, Give sentence on this execrable wretch, 

.,, , [Awes mus, That hath been breeder of these dire events. 

These sorrowful drops upon thy blood-stain’d Luc, Set him breast-deep in earth. and famish 
face, him; 

The last true duties of thy noble son! There let him stand, and rave, and cry for 
Mar, Tear for tear, and loving kiss for kiss, food; 180 

Thy brother Marcus tenders on thy lips: 157 If any one relieves or pities him, 

01 were the sum of these that I should pay For the offence he dies. This is our doom: 
Countless and infinite, yet would I pay them. Some stay to see him fasten’d in the earth. 
Luc. Come hither, boy; come, come, and Aar, 0 ! why should wrath be mute, and fury 
learn of us 160 dumb? 184 

To melt in showers: thy grandsire lov’d thee 1 am no baby, I, that with base prayers 
well: t I should repent the evils I have done. 

Many a time he danc’d thee on his knee. Ten thousand worse than ever yet I did 
Sung thee asleep, his loving breast thy pillow; Would I perform, if I might have my will: 188 
Many a matter Hath he told to thee, 164 If one good deed in all my life I did, 

Meet and agreeing with thine infancy; I do repent it from my very soul. 

In that respect, then, like a loving child, Luc. Some, loving friends convey the os* 
Shed yet some small drops from thy tender peror henct, 
spring, Ana give him burial in his father’s grave. 19s 

Because kind nature doth require it so: 168 My father and Lavinia shall forthwith 
Friends should associate friends in grief and Be closed in our household’s monument. 

woe. _ As for that heinous tiger, Tamora, 

Bid him farewell; commit him to the grave; No funeral rite, nor man in mournful weeds, 196 

Do him that kindness, and take leave of him. No mournful bell shall ring her burial; 

Boy. 0 grandsire, grandsire! even with all But throw her forth to beasts and birds of 
my heart 172 prey. 

Would I were dead, so you did live again. Her life was beast-like, and devoid of pity; 

0 lord! I cannot speax to him for weeping; And, being so, shall have like want of pity. 

My tears will choke me if I ope my mouth, See justice done on Aaron, that damn’d Moor, 
„ ...... . By whom our heavy haps had their beginning: 

Reenter Attendants, with AARON. Then, afterwards, to order well the state, 

First Rom, You sad Andronid, have done That like events may ne’er it ruinate. 204 

with woes: 176 [Exeunt, 
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Etc ALUS, Prince of Verona. 

Paris, a young Nobleman, Kinsman to the Prince. 
Moniaoue, | Heads of two Houses at variance with 
Capulet, / each other. 

Unde to Capulet. 

Romeo, son to Montague. 


Peter, Servant to Juliet’s Nurse. 

Abraham, Servant to Montague. 

An Apothecary. 

Three Musicians. 

Page to Mercutio: Page to Paris; another Page: an 
Officer. 


Frieot'3 to Romeo. Lady Montaouk, Wife to Montague. 


Tybalt, Nephew to Lady Capulet 
Friar Laurence, a Franciscan. 
Friar John, of the same Order. 
Balthasar, Servant to Romeo. 
Sampson, 

Gregory, 


! Servants to Capulet 


Juliet, Daughter to Capulet 
Nurse to Juliet 

Citizens of Verona; male and female Kinsfolk to both 
Houses; Masquers, Guards, Watchmen and Atten¬ 
dants. 


Chorus, 


Scene. — Verona: Once (in the-Fifth Act), at Mantua, 


PROLOGUE 
Enter Chorus. 

Chor. Two households, both alike In dignity. 

In fair Verona, where we lay our scene. 
From ancient grudge break to new mutiny. 
Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean. 
From forth the fatal loins of these two foes j 
A pair of star-cross'd lovers take their life; 
Whose misadventur'd piteous overthrows 
Do with their death bury their parents' strife. 
The fearful passage of their death-mark’d love. 
And the continuance of their parents’ rage, 
Which, but their children's end, nought cotud re¬ 
move. 

Is now the two hours’ traffick of our stage; is 
The which if you with patient ears attend. 

What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend, 

[Exit. 

ACT I 

Scene I.— Verona. A Public Place. 

Enter SAMPSON and GREGORY, armed with 
swords and bucklers. 

Sam. Gregory, o’ my word, we’ll not carry 
coals. 

Gre. No, for then we should be colliers. 
Sam. I mean, an we be in choler, we'll draw. 
Gre. Ay, while you live, draw your neck out 
o' the collar. 6 

Sam. I strike quickly, being moved. 

Gre. Butthouartnotquicklymovedtostrike. 
Sam. A dog of the house of Montague moves 
me. to 

Gre. To move is to stir, and to be valiant is 
to stand; therefore, if thou art moved, thou 
runnest away. 

Sam. A dog of that house shall move me to 
stand: I will take the wall of any man or maid 
of Montague’s. it 


Gre. That shows thee a weak slave; for the 
weakest goes to the wall. 

Sam. 'Tis true; and therefore women, being 
the weaker vessels, are ever thrust to the wall: 
therefore I will push Montague's men from the 
wall, and thrust his maids to the wall. 

Gre. The quarrel is between our masters and 
ns their men. 34 

5 am. Tis all one, I will show myself a tyrant: 
when I have fought with the men, I will be cruel 
with the maids; I will cut off their heads. 

Gre. The heads of the maids? 38 

Sam. Ay, the heads of the maids, or their 
maidenheads; take it in what sense thou wilt 
Gre. They must take it in sense that feel it 
Sam. Me they shall feel while I am able to 
stand; and 'tis known I am a pretty piece of 
flesh. v 34 

Gre. Tis well thou art not fish; if thou hadst, 
thou hadst been poor John. Draw thy tool; here 
comes two of the house of the Montagues. 37 

Enter abraham and Balthasar. 

Sam. My naked weapon is out; quarrel, I 
will back thee. 

Gre. Howl turn thy back and run? 40 

Sam. Fear me not. 

Gre. No, marry; I fear thee! 

Sam. Let us take the law iff our sides; let 
them begin. 44 

Gre. 1 will frown as I pass by, and let them 
take it as they list. 

Sam. Nay, as thev dare. I wfll bite m 
thumb at than; which is a disgrace to them, n 
they hear it 4 9 

Abr. Do you bite your thumb at us, sir? 
Sam. I do bite my thumb, sir. 

Abr. Do you bite your thumb at us, dr? 5 * 
Sam. [Aside to QREQORY.] Is the law of our 
side if I say ay? 
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Gre. I Aside to SAMPSON. 1 No. 

Sam. No, sir, I do not bite toy thumb at you, 
air; but I bite my thumb, sir. n 

Gre. Do you quarrel, air? 

Abr. Quarrel, sir! no, sir. 

Sam. It you do, sir, 1 am for you: I serve as 
good a man as you. fir 

Abr. No better. 

Sam. Well, sir. 

Gre. [Aside to sampson.1 Say,'better;’here 
comes one of my master’s kinsmen. 65 

Sam. Yes, better, sir. 

Abr. You lie. 

Sam. Draw, if you be men. Gregory, re¬ 
member thy swashing blow. [They fight. 

Enter benvolio. 

Ben. Part, fools! 

Put up your swords; you know not what you 
do. [Beats down their swords. 

Enter TYBALT. 

Tyb. What! art thou drawn among these 
heartless hinds? 72 

Turn thee, Benvolio, look upon thy death. 
Ben. I do but keep tne peace: put up thy 
sword. 

Or manage it to part these men with me. 

Tyb. Whatldrawn.andtalkofpeace? I hate 
the word, 7S 

As I hate hell, all Montagues, and thee. 

Have at thee, coward! [They fight. 

Enter several persons of both houses, who join 
the fray; then enter Citizens, with clubs and 
partisans. 

Citizens. Clubs, bills, and partisans! strike! 
beat them down! 

Down with the Capulets! down with the Mon¬ 
tagues! 80 

Enter CAPULET in his gown, and LADY 
CAPULET. 

Cap. What noise is this? Give me my long 
sword, ho! 

Lady Cap. A crutch, a crutch! Why call you 
for a sword ? 

Cap. Mysword.Isay! Old Montague iscome, 
And flourishes his blade in spite oi me. 84 

Enter MONTAGUE and LADY MONTAGUE. 
Mon. Thou villain Capulet! Hold me not; 
let me go. 

Lady Mon. Thou shalt not stir one foot to 
seek a foe. 

Enter prince with his Train. 

Prin. Rebellions subjects, enemies to peace, 
Profaners of this neighbour-stained steel, — 88 
Will they not hear? What ho! you men, you 

That quench the fire of your pernicious rage 
With purple fountains issuing from your veins, 
On pain of torture, from those bloody bands vs 
Throw your mis-temper'd weapon* to the 

Andhear the sentence of your moved prince. 


Three dvO brawls, bred of an airy word, 

Ity thee, old Capulet, and Montague, 96 
Have thrice disturb’d the quiet of our streets. 
And made Verona’s andent citizens 
Cast by their grave beseeming ornaments. 

To wield old partisans, in hands as old, too 
Canker’d with peace, to part your canker’d hate. 
If ever you disturb our streets again 
Your lives shall pay the forfeit of the peace. 
For this time, all the rest depart away: 104 
You, Capulet, shall go along with me; 

And, Montague, come you this afternoon 
To know our further pleasure In this case, 
TooldFree-town, our commonjudgment-place. 
Once more, on pain of death, all men depart. 109 
[Exeunt all but Montague, lady Mon¬ 
tague, and benvolio. 
Mon. Who set this andent quarrel new a- 
broach? 

Speak, nephew, were you by when it began? 
Ben. Here were rhe servants of your adver¬ 
sary na 

And yours dose fighting ere I did approach: 

I drew to part them; in the instant came 
The fiery Tybalt, with his sword prepar’d. 
Which, as ho breath'd defiance to my ears, rt« 
He swung about his head, and cut the winds. 
Who, nothing hurt withal hiss’d him in scorn. 
While we were interchanging thrusts and blows. 
Came more and more, and fought an part and 
rart, 1 no 

Till the prince came, who parted either part. 
Lady Mon. Ol where is Romeo? saw you 
him to-day? 

Right glad I am hi Was not at this fray. 

Ben. Madam, an houf before the woishipp’d 
sun I 114 

Veer’d forth the golden window of the east, 

A troubled mind drave me to walk abroad; 
Where, underneath the grove of sycamore 
That westward rooteth from the city’s ride, «aS 
So early walking did X see your son: 

Towards him I made; hut he was ware of me, 
And stole into the covert of the wood: 

I, measuring his affections by my own, 13s 
That most are buried when they’re most alone. 
Pursu’d my humour not pursuing his. 

And gladly shunn’d who gladly fled from me. 
Mon. Many a morning hath he there been 
seen, . 

With tears augmenting the fresh m oming’s dew. 
Adding to clouds more clouds with his deep 

BuuSfso soon as the alt-cheering sun 
Should in the furthest east begin to draw 140 
The shady curtains from Aurora’s bed, 

Away from light steals home my heavy son. 
And private in his chamber pens himself. 
Shuts up his windows, locks fair daylight out. 
And makes himself an artificial night. 145 
Black and portentous must this humour prove 
Unless good counsel may the cause remove. 
Ben, My noble uncle, do you know the cause ? 
Mon. I neither know it nor can learn of him. 
Ben. Have you importun'd him by any 
means? 
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jtoiii Botfrfrymyaclfand many other friends: 
But he, his own affections' counsellor, 152 
Is to himself, I will not say how true. 

But to himself so secret and so dose. 

So far from sounding and discovery, 

As is the bud bit with an envious worm, 156 
Ere he can spread his sweet leaves to the air. 
Or dedicate his beauty to the sun. 

Could we but leant from whence his sorrows 
grow. 

We would as willingly give cure as know. 160 
Ben. See where he comes: so please you, step 
aside; 

I'll know his grievance, or be much denied. 
Mon. I would thou wert so happy by thy 
stay, 

To hear true shrift. Come, madam, let's away. 

[Exeunt Montague and lady. 

Enter romeo. 

Ben. Good morrow, cousin. 

Rom. Is the day so young? 163 

Ben. But new struck nine. 

Rom. Ay me! sad hours seem long. 

Was that my father that went hence so fast? 
Ben. It was. What sadness lengthens 
Romeo’s hours? 168 

Rom. Not having that, which having, makes 
them short. 

Ben. In love? 

Rom. Out— 

Ben. Of love? 27a 

Rom. Out of her favour, where I am in love, 
Ben. Alas! that love, so gentle in his view. 
Should be so tyrannous and rough in proof. 
Rom. Alas! that love, whose view is muffled 
still, 176 

Should, without eyes, see pathways to his will. 
Where shall we dine? O me! What fray was 
here? 

Yet till me not, for I have heard it all. 

Here’s much to do with bate, but more with 
love: iso 

Why then, O brawling love! O loving bate! 

O any thing! of nothing first create. 

O heavy lightness! serious vanity! 

Mis-shapen chaos of well-seeming forms! 184 
Feather of lead, bright smoke, cold fire, sick 
health! 

Still-waking sleep, that is not what it is! 

This love feel I, that feel no love in this. 

Dost thou not laugh? 

Ben. No, coz, I rather weep. 188 

Rom. Good heart, at what? 

Ben. At thy good heart’s oppression. 

Rom. Why, such is love’s transgression. 
Griefs of mine own lie heavy in my breast, 19a 
Which thou wilt propagate to have it press’d 
With more of thine: this love that thou hast 
shown 

Doth add more grief to too much of mine own. 
Love Is a smoke rais'd with the fume of sighs; 
Being purg’d, a fire sparkling In lovers’ eyes; r »7 
Being vnrd, a sea nourish’d with lovers'tears: 
What is it else? a madness most disereet, 

A choUng gad, and a preserving sweet, see 


Farewell, my coz. [Going. 

Ben. Soft, I will go along; 

An if you leave me so, you do me wrong. 

Rom. Tutl Ihavelostmyself;Iamnotnere; 
This is not Romeo, he’s some other where. 204 
Ben. Tellmeinsadness.whoisthatyoulove. 
Rom. What! shall I groan and tell thee? 
Ben. Groan! why, no; 

But sadly tell me who. 

Rom. Bid a sick man in sadness make his 
will; 208 

Ahl word ill urg’d to one that is so id. 

In sadness, cousin, I do love a woman. 

Ben. I aim’d so near when I suppos'd you 
lov’d. 

Rom. A right good mark-man! And she’s 
fair I love. 2:2 

Ben. A right fair mark, fair coz, is soonest 
hit. 

Rom. Well, in that hit you miss; she’d not 
be hit 

With Cupid's arrow; she hath Dian’s wit; 
And, in strong proof of chastity well arm'd, 214 
From love's weak childish bow she lives un¬ 
harm'd. 

She will not stay the siege of loving terms, 
Nor bide the encounter of assailing eyes, 

Nor ope her lap to saint-seducing gold; 220 
O! she is rich in beauty; only poor 
That, when she dies, with beauty dies her store. 
Ben. Then she hath sworn that she will still 
live chaste? 

Rom. She hath, and in that sparing makes 
huge waste; 224 

For beauty, starv’d with her severity, 

Cuts beauty off from ad posterity. 

She is too fair, too wise, wisely too fair. 

To merit bliss by making me despair; 228 

She hath forsworn to love, and in that vow 
Do I live dead that live to tell it now. 

Ben. Be rul’d by me; forget to think of her. 
Rom. Ol teach me row I should forget to 
think. 232 

Ben. By giving liberty unto thine eyes: 
Examine other beauties. 

Rom. Tis the way 

To call hers exquisite, in question more. 

These happy masks that kiss fair ladies’ brows 
Being black put us in mind they hide the fair; 237 
He, that is strucken blind cannot forget 
The precious treasure of his eyesight lost: 
Show me a mistress that is passing fair, 240 

What doth her beauty serve but as a note 
Where I may read who pass’d that passing ftlr? 
Farewell: thou canst not teach me to forget 
Ben. I’ll pay that doctrine, or die die in debt 

[Exeunt, 

Scene II.— The Same. A Street. 

Enter capulbt, paks, and Servant 
Cap. But Montague is bound as well as L 
In penalty alike; and ’tis not bard, I think. 
For men so old as we to keep the peace. 

Par. Of honourable reckoning are yon both; 
And pity 'tis you liv’d at odd* so long. i 
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Bat now, my lord, what tay yon to my suit? 

Cap. But laying o'er what l have aaia before: 
My child is yet a stranger in the world, a 
She hath not seen the change of fourteen years; 
Let two more summers wither in their pride 
Ere we may think her ripe to be a bride. 
far. Younger than she are happy mothers 
made. 12 

Cap. And too loon marr’d are those so early 
made. 

Earth hath swallow’d all my hopes but she. 
She is the hopeful lady of my earth: 

But woo her, gentle Paris, get her heart, it 
My will to her consent is but a part; 

An die agree, within her scope of choice 
Lies my consent and fair according voice. 
Ibis night I hold an old accustom d feast, 20 
Whereto 1 have invited many a guest 
Such as I love; and you, among the store. 
One more, most welcome, makes my number 
more. 

At my poor house look to behold this night 34 
Earth-treading stars that make dark heaven 
light: 

Such comfort as do lusty young men feel 
When well-apparel’d April on the heel 
Of limping winter treads, even such delight 28 
Among fiesh female buds shall you this night 
Inherit at my house; hear all, an see. 

And like her most whose merit most shall be: 
Which on more view, of many mine being one 33 


Whipp’d and tormented, and—Good den, good 

Serv. God gi’ good den. I pray, sir, canyon 
read? 

Rom. Ay, mine own fortune in my misery. 60 

Serv. Perhaps you have leara’d it without 
book: but, I pray, can you read any thing you 
see? 

Rom. Ay, if I know the letters and the lan¬ 
guage. 64 

Serv. Ye say honestly; rest you merry I 

_ _ I Offering to go. 

Rom. Stay, fellow; I can read. 

Signior Martino and his wife and daugh¬ 
ters; County Anselme and his beauteous sis¬ 
ters; the lady widow of Vitruvio; Signior 
Placentio, and his lovely nieces; Mercutio and 
his brother Valentine; mine uncle Capulet. his 
wife and daughters; my fair niece Rosaline; 
Lsvia; Signior Valentio and his cousin Tybalt; 
Lucia and the lively Helena. 

A fair assembly: whither should they come? 

Serf. Up. 76 

Rom. whither? 

Serf. To supper; to our house. 

Rom. Whose house? 

Serv. My master's. to 

Rom. Indeed, I should have asked you that 
before. 

Serv. Now m tell you without asking. My 
master is the great rich Capulet; and if you be 
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May stand in number, though in reckoning not of the house of Montagues, I pray, come 
none. and crush a cup of wine. Rest you merry! 

Come, go with me. [To Servant, giving him a [Exit. 

paper .1 Go, sirrah, trudge about Ren. At this same ancient feast of Capulet’s, 

Through fair Verona; find those persons out Sups the fair Rosaline, whom thou so lov'st, SI 
Whose names are written there, and to them With all the admired beauties of Verona: 

say, 36 Go thither; and, with unattainted eye 

My house and welcome on thdr pleasure stay. Compare her face with some that I shall show, 
[Exeunt capulet and PAius. And I will make thee think thy swan a crow. 92 


Serv. Find them out whose names are written 
here! It is written that the shoemaker should 
meddle with his yard, and the tailor with his 
last, the fisher with his pencil, and the painter 
with his nets; but I am sent to find those 


Rom. When the devout religion of mine eye 
Maintains such falsehood, then turn tears to 
fires! 

And these, who often drown’d could never die, 

______Transparent heretics, be burnt for liars! 96 

_, whose names are here writ, and can One fairer than my love! the all-seeing sun 
mid what names the writing person hath Ne’er saw her match since first the world begun. 
I must to the learned. In good Ben. Tut'.yousawherfair.noneelaebeingby, 

Herself nois'd with herself in either eye; 100 
But in that crystal scales let there be weigh'd 
Your lady’s love against some other maid 
That I wul show you shining at this feast. 
And she «h»n scant show well that now shows 
best. *04 

Rom. Til go along, no snch sight to be shown. 
But to rejoice in splendour of mine own. 

[Exeunt. 


Enter bbnvolio and uombo. 

Ben. T ut! man, one fire burns out another’s 

Ona pain is Weaen’d by another’s anguish; 4* 
Turn giddy, and be holp by backward turning; 
, One de sperate grief cures with another’s lan- 
juUb: 

# ? mc new Infection to thy eye. 
And the rank poison of the old will die. js 
te afise sceUentfhcthat. 

Rom. Fff your broken Afa. 

fee. Why,Romeo,artthoumad? 
uom. Not mad, but bound more thanamad- 
mania; *4 

s “ ut up in prison, kept without my food. 


Sara IEL —The Same. A Room in capuutT 
House. 

Enter lady capulet end Nurse. 

Lady Cap. Nurse, where’s my daughter? call 
her forth to me. 

Nurse. Now, by my maidenhead, at twelve 
year old,— 
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I bade her come. What, lamb I what, lady-birdl 
God forbid! where’s this girl? what, Juliet! 4 

Enter Juliet. 

Jul. How now! who calls! 

Nurse. Your mother. 

Jul. Madam, I am here. 

What Is your will? 

Lady Cap. This is the matter. Nurse, give 
leave awhile. 

We must talk in secret: nurse, come back again; s 
I have remember’d me, thou’s hear our counsel. 
Thou know'st my daughter’s of a pretty age. 
Nurse. Faith, I can tell her age unto an hour. 
Lady Cap. She’s not fourteen. 

Nurse. I’U lay fourteen of my teeth— ra 
And yettomyteenbeit spoken 1 have but four— 
She is not fourteen. How long is it now 
To Lammas-tide? 

Lady Cap. A fortnight and odd days. 
Nurse. Even or odd, of all days in the year, 
Come Lammas-eve at night shall she be four¬ 
teen. 17 

Susan and she—God rest all Christian souls!— 
Were of an age. Well, Susan is with God; 

She was too good for me. But, as I said, so 
On Laramas-eve at night shall she be fourteen; 
That shall she, marry; I remember it well. 

Tis since the earthquake now eleven years; 
And she was wean'd, 1 never shall forget it, 24 
Of all the days of the year, upon that day; 
For I had then laid wormwood to my dug. 
Sitting in the sun under the dove-house wall; 
My lord and you were then at Mantua. 28 

Nay, I do bear a brain:—but, as 1 said. 

When it did taste the wormwood on the nipple 
Of my dug and felt it bitter, pretty fool I 
To see it tetchy and fall out with the dug. 3s 
‘Shake,’ quoth the dove-house: ’twas no need, 
I trow. 

To bid me trudge: 

And since that time it is eleven years; 

For then she could stand high lone; nay, by the 
rood, 3< 

She could have run and waddled all about; 
For even the day before she broke her brow: 
And then my husband—God be with his soul! 
A’ was a merry man—took up the child: 40 
‘Yea,* quoth he, ‘dost thou fall upon thy face? 
Thou wilt fall backward when thou hast more 
wit; 


__j jest_ 

I warrant, an 1 should live a thousand years, 

I never should forget it: ‘ Wilt thou not, Jule?’ 
quoth he; 

And, pretty fool, it stinted and said ‘Ay. r 4 * 
Lady Cap. Enough of this; I pray thee, hold 
thy peace. 

Nurse. Yes, madam. Yet I cannot choose 
but laugh. 

To think it should leave crying, and say ‘Ay.* 
And yet, I warrant, it had upon its brow 5a 
A bump as big ai a young cockerel’s stone; 

A parlous knock; and it cried bitterly: 


‘Yea,’ quoth my husband, ‘ fall’tt upon thy face > 
Thou wilt fall backward when thou com’st to 
age; 36 

Wilt thou not. Jule!’ it stinted and said *Ay.‘ 
Jul. And stint thou too, I pray thee, nurse, 
say I. 

Nurse. Peace, I have done. God mark thee 
to his grace: 

Thou wast the prettiest babe that e'er I nursed: 
An I might live to see thee married once, 61 
1 have my wish. 

Lady Cap. Many, that ‘marry* is die very 
theme 

I came to talk of. Tell me, daughter Juliet, <4 
How stands your disposition to be married! 
Jul. It is an honour that I dream not of. 
Nurse. An honour 1 were not 1 thine only 
nurse, 

I would say thou hadst suck’d wisdom from 
thy teat. 68 

Lady Cap. Well, think of marriage now; 
younger than you. 

Here in Verona, ladies of esteem. 

Are made already mothers: by my count, 

I was your mother much upon these years 7a 
That you are now a maid. Thus then in brief. 
The valiant Paris seeks you for his love. 

Nurse. A man, young lady 1 lady, such a man 
As all the world—why, he’s a man of wax. 76 
Lady Cap. Verona's summer hath not such 
a flower. 

Nurse. Nay, he’s a flower; in faith, a very 
flower. 

Lady Cap. What say you? can you love the 
gentleman? 

This night you shall behold him at our feast; 80 
Read o er the volume of young Paris’ face 
And find delight writ there with beauty's pen; 
Examine every married lineament. 

And see how one another lends content: 84 
And what obscur’d in this fair volume lies 
Find written in the margfnt of bis eyes. 

This precious book of love, this unbound lover. 
To beautify him, only lacks a cover: 88 

The fish lives in the sea, and ’tis much pride 
For fair without the fair within to hide: 

That book in many eyes doth share the glory. 
That in gold clasps locks in the golden story: 92 
So shall you share all that he doth possess. 

By having him making yourself no less. 

Nurse. No less! nay, bigger; women grow by 
men. 

Lady Cap. Speak briefly, can you like of 
Paris’ love? »« 

Jul. I’ll look to like, if looking liking move; 
But no mote deep will I endart mine eye 
Than your consent gives strength to make it fly. 

Enter a Servant 

Serr. Madam, the guests an come, supper 
served up, you called, my young lady asked for, 
the nurse cursed in the pantry, and everything 
in e x tre mity . I must hence to wait; I beseech 
you, follow straight. 104 

Lady Cap. We follow thee. Juliet, the county 
stays. 
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Nun*. Go, girl, seek happy nights to happy 
days. [Exeiml. 

Scene IV .—The Sam*. A Street 

Enter romeo, mercutto. benvouo, with five or 
six Maskers, Torch-Bearers, ana Others. 
Bom. Whatl shall this speech be spoke fat 
our excuse. 

Or shall we on without apology 1 
Ben. The date is out of such prolixity: 
We’ll have no Cupid hood-wink’d with a scarf, 4 
Bearing a Tartars painted bow of lath. 
Scaring the ladies like a crow-keeper; 

Nor no without-book prologue, faintly spoke 
After the prompter, for our entrance: s 

But, let them measure us by what they will, 
We ll measure them a measure, and be gone. 
Bom. Give me a torch: I am not for this 
ambling; 

Being but heavy, I will bear the light. 12 
Mer. Nay, gentle Romeo, we must have you 
dance. 

Bom. Not I, believe me: you have dancing 
shoes 

With nimble soles; I have a soul of lead 
So stakes me to the ground I cannot move. 16 
Mer. You are a lover; borrow Cupid’s wings, 
And soar with diem above a common bound. 

Bom. I am too sore enpierced with his shaft 
To soar with his light feathers; and so bound 20 
I cannot bound a pitch above dull woe: 
Under love’s heavy burden do I sink. 

Mer. And, to sink in it, should you burden 
love; 

Too great oppression for a tender thing. 24 
Bom. Is love a tender thing? it is too rough. 
Too rude, too boisterous; and it pricks like 
thorn. 

Mer. If love be rough with you, be rough 
with love; 

Prick love for pricking, and you beat love 
down. 28 

Give me a case to put my visage in: 

[Putting on a mask. 
A visor for a visor! what care I, 

What curious eye doth quote deformities? 
Here are the beetle brows shall blush for me. 32 
Ben. Come, knock and enter; and no sooner 
in. 

But every man betake him to his legs. 

Bom. A torch for me; let wantons, light of 
heart. 

Tickle die senseless rushes with their heels, 36 
For I am proverb’d with a grandsire phrase; 
I’ll be a candle-holder, and look on. 

The game was ne’er so fair, and I am done. 

Mer. Tut! dun’s the mouse, the constable’s 
_ own word: . .40 

If thou art Dun, we’ll draw thee from the mire, 
Of—save your reverence—love, wherein thou 
ttick'st 

Up to the ears. Come, we bum daylight, ho! 

Bom. Nay, that’s not so. ... 

_ Mer. I mean, sir, in delay 44 

We waste our lights in vain, like lamp* by day. 


Take our good meaning, for our Judgment aha 
Five times in that ere once in our five wits. 
Bom. And we mean well in going to this 
masque; 4t 

But *ds no wit to go. 

Mer. Why, may one ask} 

Rom. I dream’d a dream to-night. 

Mer. _ And to did L 

Rom. Well, what was yours? 

Mer. That dreamers often ft* , 

Rom. In bed asleep, while they do dream 
things true. 51 

Mer. OI then, I see. Queen Mab hath been 
with you. 

Ben. Queen Mab! What’s she? 

Mer. She is the fairies* midwife, and aha 
comes 

In shape no bigger than an agate-stone j 5 
On the fore-finger of an alderman. 

Drawn with a team of little atomies 
Athwart men’s noses at they lie asleep: 

Her waggon-spokes made oflong spinners’ legs; 
The cover, of the wings of grasshoppers; 61 
The traces, of the smallest spider’s web; 

The collars, of the moonshine's watery beams; 
Her whip, ofcricket’s bone; the lash, offilm; 64 
Her waggoner, a small grey-coated gnat, 

Not half so big as a round little worm 
Prick’d from the lazy finger of a maid; 

Her chariot is an empty hazel-nut, St 

Made by the Joiner squirrel or old grub. 

Time out o’ mind the fairies’ coach-makers. 
And in this state she gallops night by night 
Through lovers'brains, and then they dream of 
love; 7a 

O'er courtiers’ knees, that dream on curtsies 
straight; 

O’er lawyers’ fingers, who straight dream on 
fees; 

O’er ladies’ lips, who straight on kisses dream; 
Which oft the angry Mab snth blisters plagues. 
Because their breaths with sweetmeats tainted 
are. 77 

Sometimes she gallops o’er a courtier's nose. 
And then dreams he of smelling out a suit; 
And sometimes comes she with a tithe-pig’s tail. 
Tickling a parson’s nose as a’ lies asleep, 81 
Then dreams he of another benefice; 
Sometime she driveth o’er a soldier’s neck. 
And then dreams he of cutting foreign throats. 
Of breaches ambuscadoes, Spanish blades. Is 
Of healths five fathom deep; and then anon 
Drums in his ear, at which be starts and wakes; 
And, being thus frighted, swears a prayer or 
two, 88 

And sleeps again. This is that very Mab 
That plats the manes of horses in the night; 
And bakes the elf-locks in foul sluttish hairs. 
Which once untangled much misfortune bodes; 
This is the hag, when maids lie on their backs. 
That presses mem and leams them first to bear. 
Making them women of good carriage: 

This is the— 

Bom. Peace, peace! Mezcutio, peace! 96 
Thou taOc st of nothing. 

Mer. Trim, I talk of dramas. 
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Which an the children of an Idle brain. 

Besot of nothing but vain fantasy ; 

Which is as thin of substance as the air, toe 
And more inconstant than the wind, who wooa 
Even now the frozen bosom of the north. 
And, being anger’d, puffs away from thence, 
Turninghisface to the dew-dropping south. 104 
Ben. This wind you talk of blows us from 
ourselves; 

Supper is done, and we shall come too late. 

Rom. I fear too early; for my mind misgives 
Some consequence yet hanging in the stars 10s 
Shan bitterly begin bis fearful date 
With this night’s revels, and expire the term 
Of a despised life clos’d in my breast 
By some vile forfeit of untimely death. in 
But he, that hath the steerage of my course. 
Direct my sail! On, lusty gentlemen. 

Ben. Strike, drum. [Exeunt. 

Scene V.—The Same. A Hall in capulet’s 
House. 

Musicians waiting. Enter Servingmen. 
First Serv. Where’s Potpan, that he helps 
not to takeaway ? he shift a trencher! he scrape 
a trencher! 

See. Serv. When good manners shall lie all 
in one or two men’s hands, and they unwashed 
too, 'tis a foul thing. 6 

First Serv. Away with the joint-stools, re¬ 
move the court-cupboard, look to the plate. 
Good thou, save me a piece of marchpane; and, 
as thou lovest me, let the porter let in Susan 
Grindstone and Nell. Antony! and Potpan! 
Sec.Serv. Ay,boy;ready. is 

First Serv. You are looked for and called 
for, asked for and sought for in the great 
chamber. 

Third Serv. We cannot be here and there 
too. 17 

Sec. Serv. CheeHy, boys; be bride awhile, and 
the longer liver take all. [They retire behind. 

Enter capulet and Juliet and Others of his 
house, meeting the Guests and Maskers. 
Cap. Welcome, gentlemen! ladies that have 
weir toes so 

Unplagu’d with corns win walk a bout with you. 
Ah hat my mistresses, which of you all 
Will now deny to dance? she that makes dainty, 
she, 

HI swear, hath corns; am I come near ye 
now? 34 

Welcome, gentlemen! I have teen the day 
That I have worn a visor, and could tell 
A whispering tale in a fair lady’s ear 
Suds as would please; ’tis gone, 'tis gone, ’ds 
gone. as 

You are welcome, gentlemen! Come, musi¬ 
cians, play. 

A hail! a haul give room, and foot it, girls. 

[Music plays , and they dance. 
Mon bight, ye knaves! and turn the tables up. 
And quench the fire, the room has grown too 
hot. 3* 


Ah! sirrah, this unlook’d-for sport cornea well. 
Nay, sit, nay, sit, good cousin Capulet, 

For you and I are past our dancing days; 
How long is't now since last yourself and I 36 
Were in a mask? 

See. Cap. By 'r Lady, thirty years. 
Cap. What, man! ’tis not so much, 'tis not 
so much: 

Tis since the nuptial of Lucendo, 

Come Pentecost as quickly as it will, 40 
Some five and twenty years; and then we mask’d. 
See. Cap. Tis more, ’tis more; his son is 
elder, sir. 

His ton Is thirty. 

Cap. Will yon tell me that? 

His son was but a ward two yean ago. 44 
Rom. What lady is that which doth enrich 
the hand 

Of yonder knight? 

Serv. I know not, sir. 

Rom. Ol she doth teach the torches to bum 
bright 48 

It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night 
Like a rich jewel in an Ethiop’s ear; 

Beauty too rich for use, for earth too dear! 
So shows a snowy dove trooping with crows, js 
As yonder lady o’er her fellows shows. 

The measure done, ID watch her place of stand. 
And, touching hers, make blessed my rude hand. 
Did my heart love till now? forswear it, sight! 
For I ne’er saw true beauty till this night 57 
Tyb. This, by hisvoice, should beaMonUgue. 
Fetch me my rapier, boy. What! dares the slave 
Come hither, cover’d with an an dele face, 60 
To fleer and scorn at our solemnity? 

Now, by the stock and honour of my kin. 

To strike him dead I hold it not a sin. 

Cap. Why, how now, kinsman! wherefore 
storm you so? <4 

Tyb. Uncle, this is a Montague, our foe; 

A villain that is hither come in spite. 

To scorn at our solemnity this night 
Cap. Young Romeo, is,it? 

Tyb. Tis he, that villain Romeo. «* 
Cap. Content thee, gentle coz. let him alone: 
He bears him like a portly gentleman; 

And, to say truth, Verona brags of him 
To be a virtuous and well-govem'd youth. 7 * 
I would not for the wealth of all this town 
Here in my house do him disparagement; 
Therefore be patient take no note of him: 

It is my will; the which if thou respect 7 « 
Show a fair presence and put off these frowns. 
An ill-beseeming semblance for a feast 
Tyb. It fits, when such a villain Is a guest: 
I’ll not endure him. 

Cap. He shall be endur’d: 

What! goodman boy; I say, he shall, go to; 
Am I the master here, or you? go to. 

You’ll not endure him! God shall mend my 
soul! 

You’ll make a mutiny among my guests! >4 
You will set cock-a-hoop! you’ll be the man! 
Tyb. Why, uncle, ’tis a shame. 

Cap. Go to, go to; 

You are a saucy boy—is't so i n dee d ?— 
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This trick may chance to scathe yon.—I know 
what: » 

You most contrary me !\ marry, 'tis time. 

Well said, my hearts! You are a princox; go: 
Be quiet, or—More light, more light!—For 
shame! 

HI make you quiet. What! cheerly, my hearts! 
Tyb. Patience perforce with wilful choler 
meeting 93 

Makes my flesh tremble in their different greet¬ 
ing. 

I will withdraw; but this intrusion shall 
Now seeming sweet convert to bitter gall. [ Exit. 
Rom. {To juliet.1 If I profane with my un- 
worthiest hand 97 

This holy shrine, the gentle sin is this; 

My lips, two blushing pilgrims, ready stand 
To smooth that rough touch with a tender Idas. 
Jul. Good pilgrim, you do wrong your hand 
too much, ioi 

Which mannerly devotion shows in this; 
For saints have hands that pilgrims' hands do 
touch. 

And palm to palm is holy palmers* kiss. 104 
Rom. Have not saints lips, and holy palmers 
too? 

Jut. Ay, pilgrim, lips that they must use in 


prayer. 

Rom. O! then, dear saint, let lips do what hands 
do; 

They pray, grant thou, lest faith turn to de¬ 
spair. 10S 

Jut. Saints do not move, though grant for 
prayers’ sake. 

Rom. Then move not, while my prayers’ 
effect I take. 

Thus from my lips, by thine, my sin is purg’d. 

[Kissing her. 

Jut. Then have my Ups the sin that they have 
took. «« 

Rom. Sin team my Ups? O trespass sweetly 
urg'd! 

Give me my sin again. 

Jul. You kiss by the book. 

Nurse. Madam, your mother craves a word 
with you. 

Rom. What is her mother? 

Nurse. Marry, bachelor, 

Her mother is the lady of the house. 117 
And a good lady, and a wise, and virtuous: 

I nurs’d her daughter, that you talk'd withal; 
I tell you he that can lay head of her i» 
Shall have the chinks. 

Rom. IssheaCapulet? 

O dear account! my life is my foe s debt 
Ben. Away, be gone; the sport is at the best. 
Rom. Ay, so I fear; the more is my unrest. 
Cap. Nay. gentlemen, prepare not to be 

WES a trifling foolish banquet towards. 

Is it e’en so? Why then. I thank you aU; 

I thank you, honest gentteasan: good-night, rat 
More torches here! Come on then, let’s to bed. 
Ah! sirrah, by my flqr.it waxes late; 

Til to my teat. [Exeunt att except nun 

and Nurse. 


Jut. Come hither, nurse. What is yond 
gentleman? 133 

Nurse. The son and heir of old Tiberio. 

Jul. What’shethatnowisgoingoutofdoor? 
Nurse. Many, that, I think, be young Petru- 
chio. 

Jul. What’s he, that foUows there, that 

would not dance? 136 

Nurse. I know not. 

Jul. Go, ask his name.—If he be married. 
My grave is like to be my wedding bed. 

Nurse. His nameis Romeo, and a Montague; 
The only son of your great enemy. 141 

Jul. My only love sprung from my only hate! 
Too early seen unknown, and known too latei 
Prodigious birth of love it is to me, 144 

That I must love a loathed enemy. 

Nurse. What’s this, what’s this? 

Jul. A rime I leam’d even now 

Of one I danc'd withal. 

[One calls within, ’JULIET!' 
Nurse. Anon, anon!— 

Come, let's away; the strangers are all gone. 14s 

[Exeunt. 


PROLOGUE 
Enter Chorus. 

Cfaor. Now old desire doth in his death-bed lie. 
And young affection gapes to be his heir; 
Tha^ /air for which love groan’d for and would 

With tender Juliet match’d, is now not fair. 
Now Romeo is belov’d and loves again, S 
Alike bewitched by the charm of looks. 

But to his foe suppos’d he must complain. 

And she steal love's sweet bait from fearfid 
hooks: < 

Being held a foe, he may not have access 
To breathe such vows as lovers us’d to swear; 
And she as much in love, her means much less 
To meet her new-beloved any where: t* 

But passion lends them power, time means, to 
meet. 

Tempering extremity with extreme sweet. 

(Exit. 


ACT n 

Scene I. — Verona. A Lane by the wall of 
CAPULET’S Orchard. 

Enter ROMEO 

Rom. Can I go forward when my heart is 
here? 

Turn bade, dull earth, and find thy centre out. 

[He climbs the wall, and leaps down 
within it. 


Enter benvouo and MERCtmo. 

Ben. Romeo! my cousin Romeo! 

Mer. He is wise; 

And, on my life, hath stol’n him home to bed. 4 
Ben. He ran this way, and leap’d this orchard 
wall: 


Osgood 


Mercutio. 


Nay, I’ll conjure too. 
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Romeo! humours! madman! passion! lover! 
Appear thou in the likeness of a sigh: s 

Speak but one rime and I am satisf • 

Ciy but * Ay me !* couple but * love ’ and ‘ dove; * 
Speak to my gossip Venus one fair word. 

One nickname for her purblind son and heir, 12 
Young Adam Cupid, he that shot so trim 
When King Cophetua lov'd the beggar-maid. 
He heareth not, he sdrreth not, he tnoveth not; 
The ape is dead, and I must conjure him. 16 
I conjure thee by Rosaline’s bright eyes. 

By her high forehead, and her scarlet lip. 

By her fine foot, straight leg, and quivering 
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What if her eyes were there, they in her head! 


thigh. 

And the demesnes that there adjacent lie, so 
That in thy likeness thou appear to us. 

Ben. An if he hear thee, thou wilt anger him. 
Mer. This cannot anger him; ’twould anger 
him 

To raise a spirit in his mistress’ circle 24 
Of some strange nature, letting it there stand 
Till she had laid it, and conjur’d it down; 
That were some spite: my invocation 
Is fair and honest, and in his mistress’ name at 
I conjure only but to raise up him. 

Ben. Come, he hath hid himself among these 
trees. 

To be consorted with the humorous night: 
Blind is his love and best befits the dark. 32 
Mer. If love be blind, love cannot hit the 
mark. 

Now will he sit under a medlar tree. 

And wish his mistress were that kind of fruit 
As maids call medlars, when they laugh alone. 
O Romeo! that she were, O! that she were 37 
An open et cmtera, thou a poperin pear. 
Romeo, good night: I’ll to my truckle-bed; 
This field-bed is too cold for me to sleep: 40 
Come, shall we go? 

Ben. Go, then; for ’da in vain 

To seek him here that means not to be found. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene IL— The Same. ,cafuur*s Orchard. 
Enter aoMEO. 

Rom. He jests at scars, that never felt a 
wound. 

[Juliet appears above at a window. 
Sun Soft! what light through yonder window 

It is the east, and Juliet is the sun! 

Arise, fair tun, and kill the envious moon, 4 
Who is already sick and pale with grief. 

That thou her maid art far more fair than she: 
Be not her maid, since the is envious; 

Her vestal livery is but sick and green, o 
And none but fools do wear it; cast it off. 

It is my lady; O! it is my love: 

O! that she knew the were. 

She speaks, yet she say» nothing: what of that? 
Her eye discourses; IwiU answer it. >3 

1 am too bold, 'tis not to me she speaks: 

Two of the fairest stars in ail the heaven. 


Having some 1 _ 

To Mode fat their gpi 


do entreat her eyes 16 
till they return. 


The brightness of her cheek would shame those 
start 

As daylight doth a lamp; her eyes in heaven so 
Would through the airy region stream so bright 
That birds would sing and think it were not 
night. 

See! how she leans her cheek upon her hand: 
O! that I were a glove upon that hand, 24 
That I might touch that cheek. 

Jul. Ay me! 

Rom. She speaks: 

O! speak again, bright angel; for thou art 
As glorious to this night, being o’er my head, 
As u a winged messenger of heaven 28 

Unto the white-upturned wond’ring eyes 
Of mortals, that fall back to gaze on him 
When he bestrides the lazy-padng clouds, 
And sails upon the bosom of the air. 32 
Jul. O Romeo, Romeo! wherefore art thou 
Romeo? 

Deny thy father, and refuse thy name; 

Or, if thou wilt not, be but sworn my love. 
And I’ll no longer be a Capulet. 36 

Rom. [Aside.] Shall I bear more, or shall I 
speak at this? 

Jut. Tis but thy name that is my enemy; 
Thou art thyself though, not a Montague. 
What’s Montague? it Is nor hand, nor foot, 40 
Nor arm, nor face, nor any other part 
Belonging to a man. O! be some other name: 
What's in a name? that which we call a rose 
By any other name would smell as sweet: 44 
So Romeo would, were he not Romeo call’d. 
Retain that dear perfection which he owes 
Without that title. Romeo, doff thy name; 
And for that name, which is no part of thee, 4* 
Take all myself. 

Rom. I take thee at thy word. 

Call me but love, and I’U be new baptiz’d. 
Henceforth I never will be Romeo. 

Jul. What man art thou, that, thus b e scr ee u ’d 
in night, ja 

So stumpiest on my counsel? 

Rom. By a name 

I know not how to tell thee who I am: 

My name, dear saint, is hateful to myself. 
Because it is an enemy to thee: 3 < 

Had I it written, I would tear the word. 

Jul. My ears have not yet drunk a hundred 
words 

Of that tongue’s uttering, yet I know the sound: 
Art thou not Romeo, ana a Montague? <0 
Rom. Neither, fair maid, if either thee dis¬ 
like. 

Jul. How cam’s! thou hither, tell me, and 
wherefore? 

The orchard walls are high and hard to climb. 
And the place death, considering who thou art. 
If any or my kinsmen find thee here. *3 
Rom. With love’s light wings did I o’er- 
perch these walls; 

For stony limits cannot hold love out. 

And what love can do that darns love attempt; 
Therefore thy kinsmen are no stop to me. M 
Jul If they do see thee they will minder thee. 



n] 


773 


ROMEO AND JULIET 


. Alack I there lies mote peril In thine eye 
j twenty of their swords: look thou but 
sweet, 7a 

And I am proof against their enmity. 

Jul. 1 would not for the world they saw thee 
here. 

Rom. I have night’s cloak to hide me from 
their eyes; 

And but thou love me, let them find me here; 
My life were better ended by their hate, 77 
Than death prorogued, wanting of thy love. 
Jul. By whose direction found’st thou out 
this place? 

Rom. By Love, that first did prompt me to 
inquire; So 

He lent me counsel, and I lent him eyes. 

I am no pilot; yet, wert thou as far 

As that vast snore wash’d with the furthest sea, 

I would adventure for such merchandise. S4 
Jul. Thou know’st the mask of night is on 
my face. 

Else would a maiden blush bepaint my cheek 
For that which thou hast heard me speak to¬ 
night , 

Fain would I dwell on form, fain, fain deny 88 
What I have spoke: but farewell compliment I 
Dost thou love me? I know thou wilt say‘Ay;’ 
And I will take thy word; yet, if thou swear st. 
Thou mayst prove false; at lovers’ penuries, 92 
They say, Jove laughs. O gentle Romeo 1 
If thou dost love, pronounce it faithfully: 

Or if thou think’st I am too quickly won. 

I’ll frown and be perverse and say thee nay, 96 
So thou wilt woo; but else, not for the world. 
In truth, fair Montague, I am too fond. 

And therefore thou mayst think my haviour 
light: 

But trust me, gentleman I'll prove more true too 
Than those that have more cunning to be 
strange. 

I should have been more strange, I must confess. 
But that thou over-heard’st, ere I was ’ware. 
My true love’s passion: therefore pardon me, 
And not impute this yielding to light love, 103 
Which the dark night hath so discovered. 

Rom. Lady, by yonder blessed moon I swear 
That tips with silver all these fruit-tree tops,— 
Jul. O! swear not by the moon, the incon- 
slant moon, l °9 

That monthly changes in her circled orb. 

Lest that thy love prove likewise variable. 
Rom. What shall I swear by? 

Jul. Do not swear at all; 

Or, if thou wilt, swear by thy gracious self, ns 
Which is the god of my idolatry. 

And I’ll believe thee. 

Rom. If my heart’s deer love— 

Jul. Well, do not swear. Although I Joy in 
thee, , . 114 

I have no Joy of this contract to-night: 

It is too rash, too unadvis’d, too sudden; 

Too like theHghtnlng, which doth cease to be 
Ere one can say it l ig h tens. Sweet, good-night! 
This bud of love, by summer’s ripening breath. 
May prove a beauteous (tower when next we 
meek 


Good-night, good-night! as sweet repose and 
rest 

Come to thy heart as that within my breast! 124 
Rom. O! wilt thou leave me so unsatisfied? 
Jul. What satisfaction canst thou have to¬ 
night? 

Rom. The exchange of thy love’s faithful vow 
for mine. 

Jul. I gave thee mine before thou didst re¬ 
quest it; ns 

And yet I would it were to give again. 

Rom. Wouldst thou withdraw it? for what 
purpose, love? 

Jul. But to be Crank, and give it thee again. 
And yet I wish but for the thing I have: 13s 
My bounty is as boundless as the sea. 

My love as deep; the more I give to thee. 

The more I have, for both are infinite. 

[Nurse calls within. 

1 hear some noise within; dear love, adieu! 136 
Anon, good nurse! Sweet Montague, be true. 
Stay but a little, I will come again. [Exit above. 

Rom. O blessed, blessed night! Iamafeard, 
Being in night, ail this is but a dream, 140 
Too flattering-sweet to be substantiaL 

Reenter JULIET, above. 

Jul. Three words, dear Romeo, and good¬ 
night indeed. 

If that thy bent of love be honourable. 

Thy purpose marriage, send me word to¬ 
morrow, 144 

By one that I’ll procure to come to thee, 

W here, and what time, thou wilt perform the rite; 
And all my fortunes at thy foot I’ll lay. 

And follow thee my lord throughout the world. 
Nurse. [Within.] Madam! >49 

Jul. I come, anon.—But if thou mean’st not 
well, 

I do beseech thee,— 

Nurse. [Within.] Madam! 

Jul. By and by; I come:— 

To cease thy suit, and leave me to my grief: iss 
To-morrow will I send. 

Rom. So thrive my soul,— 

Jul. A thousand times good-night! 

[Exit above. 

Rom. A thousand time* the worse, to want 
thy light. 

Love goes toward love, as schoolboys from 
their books: 156 

But love from love, toward school with heavy 
looks. [Retiring. 

Re-enter juuet, above. 

Jul. Histl Romeo, hist! O! for a falconet's 
voice. 

To lure this tassel-gentle back again. 

Bondage is hoarse, and may not speak aloud, 160 
Else would I tear the cave when Echo lies, 
And make her airy tongue more hoarse than 
mine. 

With repetition of my Romeo's name. 

Rom. It is my soul that calls upon my name: 
How silver-sweet sound lovers' tongues by 
night, «** 
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Like softest music to attending ears! 

Jul. Romeo! 

Rom. My dear! 

Jul. At what o'clock to-morrow 

Shall I send to thee? 

Rom. At the hour of nine. 168 

Jul. I will not fail; 'tis twenty yean till then. 
I have forgot why I did call thee back. 

Rom. Let me stand here till thou remember it 
Jul. I shall forget, to have thee still stand 
there, 17* 

Remembering how I love thy company. 

Rom. And I’ll still stay, to have thee still 
forget. 

Forgetting any other home but this. 

Jul. Tis almost morning; I would have thee 
gone; 176 

And yet no further than a wanton’s bird. 
Who lets it hop a little from her hand. 

Like a poor prisoner in his twisted gyves. 

And with a auk thread plucks it back again, 180 
So loving-jealous of his liberty. 

Rom. 1 would I were thy bird. 

Jul. Sweet, so would I: 

Yet I should kill thee with much cherishing. 
Good-night, good-night I parting is such sweet 
sorrow 184 

That I shall say good-night till it be morrow. 

[Exit. 

Rom. Sleep dwell 1 upon thine eyes, peace in 
thy breast 1 

Would I were sleep and peace, so sweet to rest! 
Bence will I to my ghostly father’s cell, 188 
His help to crave, and my dear hap to telL 

[Exit. 

Scene EH. —The Same. fuar Laurence's 
Cell. 

Enter fkiak Laurence, with a basket. 

Fri. L. The grey-ey’d mom smiles on the 
frowning night. 

Chequering the eastern clouds with streaks of 

Andfhdced darkness like a drunkard reels 
From forth day’s path and Titan's fiery wheels: 
Now, ere the sun advance his burning eye 5 
The day to cheer and night’s dank dew to dry, 
I must up-fill this osier cage of ours 
With baleful weeds and precious-juiced flowers. 
The earth that’s nature smother is her tomb; 9 
What is her burying grave that is her womb. 
And from her womb children of divers kina 
We sucking on her natural bosom find, is 
Many for many virtues excellent, 

None but for some, ami yet all different. 

OI mickle is the powerful grace that lies 
In herbs, plants, stones, and their true quali¬ 
ties: 16 

For nought so vile that on the earth doth live 
But to the earth tome special good doth give. 
Nor aught so good but strain'd from that fair use 
Revolts from true birth, stumbling on abuse: so 
Virtue itself turns vice, being misapplied. 

And vice sometime’s by action dignified. 
Within the infant rind of this weak flower 


Poison hath residence and medicine power: 14 
For this, being smelt, with that part cheers each 
part; 

Being tasted, slays all senses with the heart 
Two such opposed foes encamp them still 
In man as well as herbs, grace and rude will; sS 
And where the worser is predominant 
Full soon the canker death eats up that plant 

Enter ROMEO. 

Rom. Good morrow, father! 

Fri. L. Benedicite! 

What early tongue so sweet saluteth me? js 
Young son, it argues a distemper’d head 
So soon to bid good morrow to thy bed: 

Care keeps his watch in every old man's eye. 
And where care lodges, sleep will never lie; 38 
But where unhruised youth with unstuff'd brain 
Doth couch his limbs, there golden sleep doth 
reign: 

Therefore thy eariiness doth me assure 
Thou art up-rous'd by some distemperature; 40 
Or if not so, then here I hit it right 
Our Romeo hath not been in bed to-night 
Rom. That last is true; the sweeter rest was 
mine. 

Fri. L. God pardon sin I wast thou with 
Rosaline? 44 

Rom. With Rosaline, my ghostly father? 
no; 

I have forgot that name, and that name’s woe. 
Fri. L. That’s my good son: but where hast 
thou been, then? 

Rom. I'U tell thee, ere thou ask it me again. 
I have been feasting with mine enemy, 49 
Where on a sudden one hath wounded me, 
That’s by me wounded: both our remedies 
Within thy help and holy physic Hes: sa 

I bear no hatred, blessed man; for, lot 
My intercession likewise steads my foe. 

Fri. L. Be plain, good son, and homely in 
thy drift; 

Riddling confession finds but riddling shrift. <6 
Rom. Then plainly know my heart's dear 
love is set 

On the fair daughter of rich Capulet: 

As mine on hers, so hers is set on mine; 

And all combin’d, save what thou must com¬ 
bine eo 

By holy marriage: when and where and how 
We met we woo'd and made exchange of vow. 
I’ll tell thee as we pass; but this I pray. 

That thou consent to marry us to-day. 64 
Fri. L. Holy Saint Francis 1 what a change is 
here; 

Is Rosaline, whom thou didst love so dear. 

So soon forsaken? young men’s love that lies 
Not truly in their hearts, but in their eyes. 6S 
Jesu Maria ! what a deal of brine 
Hath wash’d thy sallow cheeks for Rosaline; 
How much salt water thrown away in waste. 
To season love, that of it doth not tastel 7 * 
The sun not yet thy sighs from heaven clears. 
Thy old groans ring yet in my ancient ears; 
Lot here upon thy cheek the stain doth sit 
Of an old tear that is not wash'd off yet. 76 
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It 4 ’ct thou wut thyself and these woes thine, 
^Thou and these woes were all for Rosaline: 
And art thou chang'd? pronounce this sentence 
then: 

Women may tall, when there’s no strength in 
men. So 

Rom Thou cUdd'st me oft for loving Rosa¬ 
line. 

Fri. L. For doting, not for loving, pupil 
mine. 

Rom. And bad'st me bury love. 

Fri. L. Not in a grave, 

To lay one in, another out to have. 84 

Rom. I pray thee, chide not; she, whom I 
love now 

Doth grace for grace and love for love allow; 
The other did not so. 

Fri. L. Ol she knew well 

Thy love did read by rote and could not spell, ss 
But come, young waverer, come, go with me. 
In one respect I’ll thy assistant be; 

For this alliance may so happy prove. 

To turn your households’ rancour to pure love. 
Rom. OI let us hence; I stand on sudden 
haste. 93 

Fri. L. Wisely and slow; they stumble that 
run last. lExamt. 

Scene IV .—The Same. A Street. 

Enter bznvooo and UBCtmo. 

Mer. Where the devil should this Romeo be? 
Came be not home to-night? 

Ben. Not to his father’s; I spoke with his 


Mer. Why that same pale hard-hearted 
wench, that Rosaline, 4 

Torments him so, that he will sure run mad. 

Ben. Tybalt, the kinsman of old Capulet, 
Rath tent a letter to his father’s bouse. 

Mer. A challenge, on my life. s 

Ben. Romeo win answer it. 

Mer. Any man that can write may answer a 
letter. 

Ben. Nay, he will answer the tetter’s master, 
how he dares, being dared. w 

Mer. Alas ( poor Komoo, he Is already dead; 
stabbed with a white wench’s black eye; shot 
through the ear with a love-song; the very pin 
of his heart cleft with the blind bow-hoy’s 
butt-shaft; and is he a man to encounter 
Tybalt? 

Ben. Why, what is Tybalt? „ 19 

Mer. More than prince of cats, I can tell you. 
01 he is the courageous captain of compliments. 
He fights as you sing prick-song, keeps time, 
dtofitifii fiitff proportion; rests me his minim 
rest, one, two, ana the third in your bosom: the 
vety butcher of a silk button, a duellist, a mid¬ 
list; a gentleman of the vety tot house, or 
the first and second cause. Ah! the immortal 
passsdo! the punto reyerso! the hay! ss 
Ben. The what? 

Mer. Thepoxoftachantlife Ufldng,aa<v.- s 

gsntasricoee, these new tuners of accenttl— By 

Ieeu,avetyiQ«ibladel—a very tall mania very 


good whore.'—Why, is not this a lamentable 
thing, grandaiie, that we should be thus afflicted 
with them strange files, these fashion-mongos, 
these pardonnez-mois, who stand so much on 
the new form that they cannot sit at ease on 
the old bench? O, their bans, their bone l jS 

Enter ROMEO. 

Ben. HerecomesRomeo.herecomesRomeo. 
Mer. Without his roe, like a dried herring. 
O flesh, flesh, how art thou fishified! Now is he 
for the numbers that Petrarch flowed in: Laura 
to his lady was but a Idtchen-wench; marry, 
she had a better love to be-rime her; Dido a 
dowdy; Cleopatra a gipsy; Helen and Hero 
hurting, and harlots; Thisbe, a grey eye or so, 
but not to the purpose. Signior Romeo, bon 
jour! there’s a French salutation to your French 
slop. Yon gave us the counterfeit fairly teat 
night. 

Rom. Good morrow to yon both. What 
counterfeit did I give you? ss 

Mer. The slip, sir, the slip; can you not con¬ 
ceive? 

Rom. Pardon, good Mercutio, my business 
was great; and in such a case as mine a man 
may strain courtesy. ST 

Mer. That’s as much as to say, such a case 
as yours constrains a man to bow in the hams. 
Rom. Meaning—to curtsy. 60 

Mer. Thou hast most kindly hit it. 

Rom. A most courteous exposition. 

Mer. Nay, I am the very pink of courtesy. 
Rom. Pink for flower. 64 

Mer. Right. 

Rom. Why, then, is my pump well flowered. 
Mer. Well said; follow me mis jest now till 
thou hast worn out the pump, that, when the 
single sole of it is worn, the jest may remain 
after the wearing sole singular. 

Rom. O single-soled Jest! solely singular for 
the singleness. 7 > 

Mer. Come between us, good Benvolio; my 
wit faints. 

Rom Switch and spurs, switch and spun; 

or I’ll cry a 71 

Mer. Nay, if thy wits run the wild-goose 

chase, I have done, for thou hut more of the 
wild-goose in one of thy wits than, I am sure, 
I have in my whole five. Wu I with you there 
for the goose? si 

Rom. Thou wast never with me for anything 
when thou wut not here for the goose. 

Mer. I will bite thee by the ear for that jest. 
Rom Nay, good goose, bite not Ss 

Mer. Thy wit is s vety bitter sweeting; it is 
a most sharp sauce. 

Rom. And is it not then well served In to a 
tweet goose? *9 

Mer. O there's twit ofcheveril,thatstretcbes 
firom an inch narrow to an eil broad. 

Rom I stretch it out for that word‘broad;* 
which added to the goose, proves thee far and 
wide a broad cooee. s« 

Mer. Why.unottbisbettoaowtlMasroais- 
tag for lovelaow art thou sociable, now art thou 
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Romeo; now art thou what thou art, by art u Nurse. An a’ speak anything against me. I'll 
well as by nature: for this drivelling love is like take him down, an a’ were lustier than he is. 
a great natural, that runs lolling up and down and twenty such Jacks; and if I cannot. I’ll find 


those that shall. Scurvy knave! I am none of 
his flirt-gills; I am none of his akeins-mates. 
[To fetek.] And thou must stand by too, and 
suffer every knave to use me at his pleasure 1 i6j 
Peter. I saw no man use you at his pleasure; 
if I had, my weapon should quickly have been 
ler. O! thou art deceived; I would have out, I warrant you. 1 dare draw as soon as 
made it short; for I was come to the whole another man, ifl see occasion in a good quarrel, 
depth of my tale, and meant indeed to occupy and the law on my side. 170 

the argument no longer. 

Rom. Here’s goodly gear! 


to hide his bauble in hole. 

Ben. Stop there, stop there. 

Mer. Thou desirest me to stop in my tale 
against the hair. 

Ben. Thou wouidst else have made thy tale 
ge. _ 105 


Enter Nurse and peter. 

Mer. A sail, a sail! 

Ben. Two, two; a shirt and a smock. 

Nurse. Peter! 

Peter. Anon! 

Nurse. My fan, Peter. 

Mer. Good Peter, to hide her face; for her 


fan’s die fairer face. 


109 Nurse. Now, afore God, I am so vexed, that 
every part about me quivers. Scurvy knave! 
Pray you, sir, a word; and as I told you, my 
young lady bade me inquire you out; what she 
bid me say I will keep to myself; but first let 
me tell ye, if ye should lead her into a fool’s 
paradise, as they say, it were a very gross kind 
of behaviour, as they say; for the gentlewoman 
is young; and, therefore, if you should deal 
double with her, truly it were an ill thing to be 


Nurse. God ye good morrow, gentlemen. 
Mer. God ye good den, fair gentlewoman. 
Nurse. Is it good den? 120 

Mer. Tis no less, 1 tell you; for the bawdy 
hand of the dial is now upon the prick of noon. 
Nurse. Out upon you! what a man are you! 
Rom. One, gentlewoman, that God hath 
made for himself to mar. 12s 

Nurse. By my troth, it is well said; ’for him- 


117 offered to any gentlewoman, and very weak 


dealing. 1S2 

Rom. Nurse, commend me to thy lady and 
mistress. I protest unto thee,— 

Nurse. Good heart! and, i’ faith. I will tell 
her as much. Lord, Lord! she will be a joyful 
woman. >87 

Rom. What wilt thou tell her, nurse? thou 
dost not mark me. 

Nurse. I will tell her, sir, that you do pro- 


self to mar,’quoth a’?—Gentlemen, can any of test; which, as I take it, is a gentlemanlike 
you tell me where I may find the young Romeo? offer. 192 

Rom. I can tell you; but young Romeo will Rom. Bid her devise 
be older when you have found him than be was Some means to come to shrift this afternoon; 
when you sought him: I am the youngest of And there she shall at Friar Laurence’ cell, 
that name, for fault of a worse. 132 Be shriv’d and married. Here is tor thy pains. 

Nurse. You say well. Nurse. No, truly, sir; not a penny. r »7 

Mer. Yea! is the worst well? very well took, Rom. Go to; I say, you shall, 
f faith; wisely, wisely. Nurse. This afternoon, sir? well, she shall be 

Nurse. If you be he, sir, I desire some con- there. 200 

fidence With you. 137 Rom. And stay, good nurse; behind the 

Ben. She will indite him to some supper. abbey wall: 

Mer. A bawd, a bawd, a bawd! So ho! Within this hour my man shall be with thee, 
Rom. What hast thou found ? 140 And bring thee cords made like a tackled stair; 

....... “ ‘ * 204 


An old hare hoar, ami an old bora hoar, 144 
!• wry good meat in Lem: 

Bat a hare that it hoar, is too much for a score. 
When it hoars ere it be spent. 

Romeo, will you come to your father’s ? we H to 
dinner thither. I 4 » 

Rom. I will follow you. 

Mer. Farewell, ancient lady; farewell. 

Lady, lady, lady. S52 

[Exeunt mercutio and eenvouo. 
Nurse. Marry, farewell! I pray yon, sir. 


.. J|_ ..... _ pains. 

Farewell! Commend me to thy mistress. 
Nurse. Now God in heaven bless thee I Hark 
you, sir. aot 

Rom. What saytt thou, my dear nurse? 
Nurse. Is your man secret? Did you ne’er 
hearsay. 

Two may keep counsel, putting one away? 
Rom. I warrant thee my man’s as true at 
steel. an 

Nurse. Weil, sir; my mistress to the sweetest 
lady—Lord, Lord!—when ’twas a little prating 
thing,—Ol there’s e nobleman In town, one 


irwec, sruutj, uucwHi 1 g au< w aim t —v * uiwv a u uwwiwiwii ui wwaa* vw 

what saucy merchant was this, that was so ftiH Paris, that would fain lay knife aboard; but 
of hto ropery? she, good soul, had as lief see a toed, a very 

Rom. A gentleman, mine, that loves to hear toad, as see Mm. I anger her sometime* and 
himself tei£ and will speak mote in • minute tell her that Parte to the p r o perer man; but Tu 
than he wiH stand to in a month. 13s warrant you, when I say so, she looks as pak as 
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Nurte. Well, you have made a simple choice: 
you know not now to choose a man: Romeo! 
no, not he; though his face be better than any 
man’s, yet his leg excels all men’s; and for a 
hand, and a foot, and a body, though they be 
not to be talked on, yet they are past compare. 
He is not the flower of courtesy, but I’ll warrant 
him, as gentle as a lamb. Go thy wayi, wench; 
serve God. Whatl have you dined at home? 

Jul. No, no: but all tins did 1 know before. 
What says he of our marriage? what of that? 
Nurte. Lord! bow my heed aches; what a 
head have II 49 

It beats as it would fall in twenty pieces. 

My back o’ t’other side; Ol my back, my back! 
Besfarew your heart for sending me about. 

To catch my death with jaundng up and down. 

Jul. I'faith, I am sorry that thou art not well. 
Sweet, sweet, sweet nurse, tell me, what says 
my love? si 

Nurse. Your love says, like an honest gentle¬ 
man, and a courteous, and a kind, and a hand¬ 
some, and, I warrant, a virtuous,—Where is 
your mother? 

JuL Where is my mother! why, she is with¬ 
in; so 

Where should she be? How oddly thou repliest: 
Your love says, like an honest gentleman. 


IV] 

any clout in the venal world. Doth not rose¬ 
mary and Romeo begin both with a letter? 

Mom. Ay, nurse: what of that? both with 
an R. ass 

Nurte. Ah! mocker; that’s the dog’s name. 

R is for the—No; I know it begins with some 
other letter: and she had the prettiest senten¬ 
tious of U, of you and rosemary, that it would 
do you good to hear it. aa» 

Horn. Commend me to thy lady. 

Nurte. Ay, a thousand times. [Exit Roscso.] 

Peter! 

Peter. Anon! 

Nurte. Before, and apace. [Exeunt. 

Scene V. —The Same, carom's Garden. 

Enter lUUET. 

Jul. The clock struck nine when I did send 
the nurse; 

In half an hour she promis'd to return. 

Perchance she cannot meet him: that’s not so. 

Ol she is lame: love’s heralds should be 
thoughts* 4 

Which ten time* faster glide than the sun's 
beams* 

Driving back shadows over lowering hills: 

Therefore do nimble-pimon’d doves draw Love, __— -_ 

And therefore hath the wind-swift Cupid wings. Where is your mother?* „ , . _ 

Now is the sun upon the highmost hill 9 Nurse. O! God a lady dear. 

Of this day’» journey* and from nine till twelve Are you so hot? Marry* come up, I trow; 64 
Is three long hours* yet she is not come. Is this the poultice for my aching bones? 

Had she affections, and warm youthfbl hlood, u 
She'd be as swift in motion as a ball; 

My words would bandy her to my sweet love. 

And his to me: 

But old folks, many feign as they wen dead; 16 
Unwieldy, stow, heavy and pale as lead. 


Enter Nurse and PETER. 

O God! she comes. O honey nurse! what newt? 
Hast thou met with him? Send thy man away . 
Nurse. Peter, stay at the gate. [Exit peter. 
Jul. Now, good sweet nurse; O Lord! why 
look’st thou sad? „ 31 

Though news be sad, yet tell them merrily; 

If good, thou sham’st the music of sweet news 
By piaying it to me with so sour a face. s* 
Nurse. I am aweary, give me leave awhile: 
Fle^how my bones ache! What a jaunce have 

JuL I would thou hadst my bonea, and I thy 


thee, speak; good, good 
nurse* ipttk. « 

Nurte. Jesul what haste? can you not stay 
awhile? 


Nay, come, I pray 
,speak. 


Henceforward do your messages yourself. 

Jul. Hem's such a coil! came, what says 
Romeo? 

Nurse. Have you got leave to go to shrift 
to-day? « 

JuL I have. 

Nurte. Then h&youhenoe to Friar Laurence’ 
ce II, 

Them stays a husband to make you a wife: 
Now comes the wanton blood up in your ch e eks . 
They’ll be in scarlet straight at any news. 73 
Hie yon to church: I must mother way. 

To fetch a ladder, by the which your love 
Must climb a bird's nest soon when it it dark; 
I am the drudge and toil in your delight ; 77 
But you »H«ii bear die burden soon at mghL 
Cto; ril to dinner: hie you to the ceil. 

Jul. Hie to hikhfortune! Honest nurse, fare¬ 
well. [Exeunt. 

Scene VL—The Same, frui Laurence's 
CefL 


Enter nun Laurence and rombo. 

_ PH. JL So smBe the heaven upon this holy 

Do you not see that X am out of breath ? act, _ _... , 

JuIHow art thou out of breath when thou That after hours with.sorrow chideus not! 


hast breath 

To say to me that thou art out of breath? s» 
The excuse that thou dart make in this delay 
Is longer than die tale thou dost excuse. 

I. or bad? an swer to that; 

Say either, and fll stay the circumstance: 3« 
Let me be satisfied, ft good or bad? 


Rom. Amen, amen! but come what sorrow 

r«n | 

It cannot countervail the ex c h a n g e of } 

That one short minute gives me in her 1 _ 

Do thou but doee our hands with holy wtnds. 
Then love-devouring death do what he date; 
It is enough I may but call her mine. 
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Fri. L. Thete violent delights have violent 
code. 

And in their triumph die, like fire and powder. 
Which, as they kiss consume: the sweetest honey 
It loathsome in his own deliciousness a 
And in the taste confounds the appetite: 
Therefore love moderately; long love doth so; 
Too swift arrives as tardy as too slow. 


Enter JULIET. 

Here comet the lady: Ol so light a foot >6 
Will ne’er wear out the everlasting flint: 

A lover may bestride the gossamer 
That idles in the wanton summer air. 

And yet not fall; so light is vanity. so 

Jul, Good even to my ghostly confessor. 
Fri. L. Romeo shall thank thee, daughter, 
for us both. 

JuL As much to him, else am his thanks too 
much. 

Rom. Ahl Juliet, if the measure of thy Joy 
Be heap’d like mine, and that thy skiil be more 15 
To blazon it, then sweeten with thy breath 
This neighbour air, and let rich music’s tongue 
Unfold the imagin’d happiness that both a* 
Receive in either by this dear encounter. 

/11L Conceit, more rich in matter than in 


__j of his substance, not of ornament: 

They are but beggars that can count their 
worth; P 

But my true love is grown to such excess 
I cannot sum up half my sum of wealth. 

Fri. L. Come, come with me, and we will 
make short work; 

For, by your leaves, you shall not stay alone 36 
Till holy church incorporate two in one. 

[Exeunt. 


ACT ra 

SCENE L — Verona. A Public Place. 

Enter Mincuno, benvolio. Page, and Servants. 

Ben. I pray thee, good Mercutio, let’s retire: 
The day u hot, the Capulets abroad. 

And, it we meet, we shall not 'scape a brawl; 
For now, these hot days, is the mad blood stir¬ 
ring. A 

Mer. Thou art like one of those fellows that 
when he enters the confines of a tavern daps 
me Us sword upon the table and says, ‘God 
send me no need of thee! * and by the operation 
of the second cup draws him on the drawer, 
when, indeed, there is no need. 

Ben. Am I like such a fellow? it 

Mer. Come, come, thou art as hot a Jack in 
thy mood as any in Italy; and as soon moved to 
be moody, and as soon moody to be moved. 
Ben, And what to? 15 

Mer. Nay, an there were two such, weshould 
have none shortly, for one would kill the other. 
Thou! why, thou wilt quarrel with a man that 
hath a hair more or a hair leu in his beard than 
thou hast. Thou wilt quarrel with a man for 
ending nuts, having no other reason but be¬ 
cause thou hut hazel eyes. What eye, but such 


an eye, would spy out such a quarrel? Thy 
haul is as full of quarrels as an egg is fhll of 
meat, and yet thy head hath been beaten as 
addle as an egg for quarrelling. Thou hast 
quarrelled with a man for coughing in tire 
street, because he hath wakened thy dog that 
hath lain asleep in the sun. Didst thou not fall 
out with a tailor for wearing his new doublet 
before Easter? with another, for tying his new 
shoes with old riband? and yet thou wilt tutor 
me from quarrelling 1 33 

Ben. An I were so apt to quarrel as thou art, 
any man should buy the fee-simple of my life 
for an hour ard a quarter. 36 

Mer. The fee-simple! O simple 1 
Ben. By my head, here come the Capulets. 
Mer. By my heel, I care not. 

Enter TYBALT, and Others. 

Tyb. F ollow me dose, for I will speak to them. 
Gentlemen, good dent a word with one of you. 

Mer. Ana but one word with one of us? 
Couple it with something; make it a word and 
a blow. 44 

Tyb. You shall find me apt enough to that, 
sir. an you will give me occasion. 

Mer. Couldyounot take some occasion with¬ 
out giving? 4 t 

Tyb. Mercutio, thou consort's! with Romeo,— 
Mer. Consort! What! dost thou make us 
minstrels? an thou make minstrels of us, look 
to hear nothing but discords; here’s my fiddle¬ 
stick; here’s that shall make you dance. 
'Zounds! consort! 

Ben. We talk here in the public haunt of 
men: 

Either withdraw unto some private place, s< 
Or reason coldly of your grievances. 

Or else depart; here all eyes gaze on us. 

Mer. Men’s eyes were made to look, and let 
them gaze; 

I will not budge for no mgn’s pleasure, I. <o 
Enter ROMEO. 

Tyb. Well, peace be with you, sir. Here 
comes myman. 

Mer. But i’ll be hang'd, sir, if he wear your 
lively: 

Marry, go before to field, he’ll be your follower: 
Your worship in that sense may call him ’ man. 

Tyb. Romeo, the hate I bear thee can afford 
No better term than this,—thou art a villain. 
Rom. Tybalt, the reason that I have to love 
thee 

Doth much excuse the appertaining rage « 
To such a greeting; villain am I none. 
Therefore farewell; I see thou know’st me not. 

Tyb. Boy, this shall not excuse the injuries 
That thou hast done me; therefore turn and 
draw. „ . i 2 

Rom. 1 do protest I never injur’d thee. 

But love thee better than thou canst devise. 
Till thou shalt know the reason of my love: 
And so, good Capulet, which name I tender it 
As dearly as my own, be satisfied. , . . 
Mer. O calm,dishonourable, vflsiulenlssVwi» 
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Alta tloccata canto it away. [Draws, Away to heaven, reipective lenity, 129 

Tybalt, you rat-catcher, will you walk? so And firo-ey’d ftiry be my conduct now I 
Tyb. What wouldst thou have with me? Now, Tybalt, take the villain back again 
Mer. Good king of cats, nothing but one of That late thou gav’st me; for Mercutio’s soul 

your nine lives, that 1 mean to make bold withal, .. 

and, as you shall use me hereafter, dry-beat the 
rest of the eight. Will you pluck your sword 
out of his pilcher by the ears ? make haste, lest 
mine be about your ears ere it be out. 

Tyb. [Drawing-] I am for you. 88 

Rom. Gentle Mercutio, put thy rapier up. 

Mer. Come, sir, your passado. [They fight. 

Rom. Draw, Benvolio; beat down their wea¬ 
pons. 

Gentlemen, for shame, forbear this outrage! 9s 
Tybalt. Mercutio, the prince expressly hath 
Forbidden bandying in Verona streets. 

Hold, Tybalt! good Mercutio! 

[Exeunt TYBALT and Us Partisans. 

Mer. I am hurt. 

A plague o' both your houses! 1 am sped. 98 
Is he gone, and hath nothing? 

Ben. What! art thou hurt? 

Mer. Ay, ay, a scratch, a scratch; marry, 'ds 
enough. 

Where is my page? Go, villain, fetch a surgeon. 

[Exit Page. 

Rom. Courage, man; the hurt cannot be 
much. 100 

Mer. No.’dsnotsodeepaia well, nor to wide 
as a church door; but *tis enough, 'twill serve: 
ask for me to-morrow, and you shall find me a 
grave man. I am peppered, I warrant, for this 
world. A plague o both your houses! 'Zounds, 
a dog, a rat, a mouse, a cat, to scratch a man to 


Is but a little way above our heads, 133 

Staying for thine to keep him company; 
Either thou, or I, or born, must go with hfrn- 
Tyb. Thou wretched boy, that didst consort 
him here, 136 

Shalt with him hence. 

Rom. This shall determine that. 

[They fight : tybalt falls. 
Ben. Romeo, away! be gone! 

The citizens are up, and Tybalt slain. 

Stand not amaz’d: the prince will doom thee 

death 140 

If thou art taken; hence! be gone! away! 
Rom. O! I am Fortune's fool. 

Ben. Why dost thou stay? 

[Exit ROMEO. 

Enter Citizens, Ac. 

First Cit. Which way ran he that kill’d Mer- 
cutio? 

Tybalt, that murderer, which way ran he? 244 
Ben. There lies that Tybalt. 

First Cit. Up, sir, go with me, 

I charge thee in the prince’s name, obey. 

Enter PBINCB, attended; MONTAGUE, CAPULIT, 
their Wives, and Others. 

Prin. Where are the vile beginners of this 
fray? 

Ben. O noble prince! I can discover all 148 
The unlucky manage of this fatal brawl: 


death! a braggart, a rogue, a villain, that fights There lies the man, slain by young Romeo, 


by the book of arithmetic! Why the devil came 
you between us? I was hurt under your arm. 109 

Rom. I thought all far the best. 

Mer. Help me into some house, Benvolio, 
Or I shall faint A plague o’both your houses) 
They have made worms’ meat of me: I have 
it, 113 

And soundly too:—your houses! 

[Exeunt mebcuho and benvolio. 

Rom. This gentleman, the prince’s near ally. 
My very friend, hath got his mortal hurt rrf 
In my behalf; my reputation stain’d 
With Tybalt's slander, Tybalt that an hour 
Hath been my kinsman. O sweet Juliet! 

Thy beauty hath made me effeminate, iso 

And in my temper soften'd valour’s steel 1 

Re-enter senvouo. 

Ben. O Romeo, Romeo! brave Mercutio’s 


That slew thy kinsman, brave Mercutio. 

Lady Cap. Tybalt, my cousin! O my bro¬ 
ther’s child! 13a 

O prince! O cousin! husband! O! the blood is 
spill’d 

Of my dear kinsman. Prince, as thou art true. 
For blood of ours shed blood of Montague. 

O cousin, cousin! 136 

Prin. Benvolio, who began this bloody toy? 
Ben. Tybalt, here slain, whom Romeo s hand 
did slay: 

Romeo, that spoke him fair, bade him bethink 
How nice the quarrel was. and urg’d withal t«e 
Your high displeasure: all this, uttered 
With grade breath, calm look, knees humbly 
bow’d. 

Could not take truce with the unruly spleen 
Of Tybalt deaf to peace, but that he tuts 184 
With piercing steel at bold Mercutio’s breast. 
Who, all as hot, turns deadly point to point. 
And. with a martial scorn, with one hand beats 

__Cold death aside, and with the other sends 168 

Rom. This day's black fats on more days It bade to Tybalt, whose dexterity 
doth depend: 133 Retorts it: Romeo he cries aloud. 

Ibis but begins the woe others must end. ‘Hold, friends! friends, part!‘and, swifter than 


dead; 


That gallant spirit hath aspir’d the clouds, 
Which too unrtm«iy here did scorn the earth. 


Re-enter TYBALT. 

Be n. Here comes die flirious Tybalt back 


Rom, Alive! in triumph! and Mercutio slalnt 


his tongue 

His agile arm beats down their fhtal points, its 
And’twixt them rushes; underneath whose ann 
An envious thrust from Tybalt hit the life 
Of stout Mercutio, and then Tybalt fled; 
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But by and by comes back to Romeo, 176 
Who had but newly entertain'd revenge. 

And to't they go luce lightning, for, ere I 
Could draw to part them, was stout Tybalt 
slain. 

And, as he fell, did Romeo turn and fly. 1*0 
This is the truth, or let Benvolio die. 

Lady Cap. Hois a kinsman to the Montague; 
Affection makes him false, he speaks not true: 
Some twenty of them fought in this black strife 
And all those twenty could but kill one life. 185 
1 beg for justice, which thou, prince, must give; 
Romeo slew Tybalt, Romeo must not live. 

Prin. Romeo slew him, he slew Mercudo; 
Who now theprice of his dear blood doth owe? 
Mon. Not Romeo, prince, he was Mercutio’s 

Hh fault concludes but what the law should end. 
The life of Tybalt. 

Prin. And for that offence 19* 

Immediately we do exile him hence: 

I have an interest in your hate’s proceeding,, 
My blood for your rude brawls doth lie a-bleed* 

But iff amerce you with so strong a fine 196 
That you shall all repent the loss of mine. 

I will be deaf to pleading and excuses; 

Nor tears nor prayers shall purchase out abuses; 
Therefore use none; let Romeo hence in haste. 
Else, when he's found, that hour is his last, sox 
Bear hence this body and attend our will: 
Mercy but murders, pardoning those that kilL 

[Exeunt. 

Scene XL—The Same. CAPULEt’s Orchard. 
Enter JULIET. 

JuL Gallop apace, you fiery-footed steeds. 
Towards Phoebus' lodging; such a waggoner 
As Phnthon would whip you to the west. 

And bring in cloudy night immediately. 4 
Spreadthy close curtain, kne-pedbrming night 1 
That runaway's eyes may wink, and Romeo 
Leap to these arms, untalk'd of and unseen! 
Lovers can see to do their amorous rites 8 
By their own beauties: or, if love be blind. 

It best agrees with night. Come, civil night. 
Thou sober-suited matron, all in black. 

And learn me how to lose a winning match, is 
Play’d for a pair of stainless maidenhoods: 
Hood my unmann’d blood, bating in my cheeks, 
Witbtihjr black mantle; till strange love, grown 

Think true love acted simple modesty. 1* 
Come, night 1 come, Romeo! come, thou day In 


For thou wilt He upon the wings of night. 
Whiter than new snow on a raven’s back. 
Come, gentle night; come, loving, Mack-brow d 
night, so 

Give me my Romeo: and, when he shall die. 
Take him and cut him out in little stars, _ 
And he will make the face of heaven so fine 
That all the world will be in love with night, *4 
And pay no worship to the garish sun. 

Ot I nave bought the mansion of a lovey 


But not possess'd it, and, though I am sold. 
Not yet enjoy’d. So tedious is this day at 
As is the night before some festival 
To an impatient child that hath new robes 
And may not wear them. Ol here comes my 
nurse. 

Enter Nurse with cords. 

And she brings news; and every tongue that 
speaks 32 

But Romeo’s name speaks heavenly eloquence. 
Now nurse, what news? What hast thou there? 
the cords 

That Romeo bade thee fetch? 

Nurse. Ay, ay, the cords. 

[Throws them down. 
Jul. Ah me! what news? why dost thou wring 
thy hands? 36 

Nurse. Ah well-a-dayl he’s dead, he’s dead, 
he’s deadl 

We are undone, lady, we are undone! 

Alack the day! he's gone, he's killed, he 'a dead 1 
Jul. Can heaven be so envious? 

Nurse. Romeo can, 40 

Though heaven cannot. O! Romeo, Romeo; 
Who ever would have thought it? Romeo 1 
Jul. What devil art thou that dost torment 
me thus? 

This torture should be roar’d in dismal hell. 44 
Hath Romeo slain himself? say thou but *L’ 
And that bare vowel, 'I,‘ shall poison more 
Than the death-darting eye of cockatrice: 

I am not I, if there be such an ‘1;* 48 

Or those eyes shut that make thee answer ‘L’ 
If he be slain, say ‘I:’ or if not ‘no:’ 

Brief sounds determine of my weal or woe. 
Nurse. I saw the wound, I saw it with mine 
eyes, 

God save the mark! here on Ms manly breast: 
A piteous corse, a bloody piteous corse; 

Pale, pale as ashes, all bedaub’d in blood. 

All in gore blood; I swounded at the sight j 6 
Jul. O break, my heafct!—poor bankrupt, 
break at once! 

To prison, eyes, ne’er look on liberty! 

Vile earth, to earth resign; end motion here; 
And thou and Romeo press one heavy bier! 60 
Nurse. OTybaltTybalt Itlwbcstfriendl had: 
O courteous Tybalt! honest gentleman! 

That ever I should live to see thee deadl 
Jut. What storm is this that Mows so con¬ 
trary? <4 

Is Romeo slaughter’d, and is Tybalt dead? 
My dearest cousin, and my dearer lord? 
Then, dreadful trumpet, sound the general 
doom! 

For who is living If those two aw gone? ** 
Nurse. Tybaltis gone, and Romeo i>«nisbed; 
Romeo, that kill'd him, he is banished. 

Jul. O God 1 did Romeo’s hand shed Tybalts 
Mood? 

Nurse. It did, it did: alas the day I it did. 7* 
Jul. Oeerpentbeart,MdwithafloweringfaceI 
Did ever dragon keep so (Ur a cave? 
Beautiful tyrant! fiend angelical 1 

Dov e feather'd raven ! waMab-mvcotfig Iambi 
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Despised subrtance of divinest show! 

Just opposite to what thou justly seem’st; 

A damned saint, an honourable villain I 
O, nature 1 what hadst thou to do in hell 
when thou didst bower the spirit of a fiend 
In mortal paradise of such sweet flesh? 

Was ever book containing such vile matter 
So fairly bound? O! that deceit should dwell 
In such a gorgeous palace. 

Nurse. There's no trust, 8j 

No faith, no honesty in men; all naught. 

All perjur'd, all dissemblers, all forsworn. 

Ah! where s my man? give me some aqua 
vita: 88 

These griefs, these woes, these sorrows make 
me old. 

Shame come to Romeo! 

Jul. Blister’d be thy tongue 

For such a wish! he was not bom to shame: 
Upon his brow shame is asham'd to sit; to 
For 'ds a throne where honour may be crown'd 
Sole monarch of the universal earth. 

O! what a beast was I to chide at him. 

Nurse. Will you speak well of him that kill’d 
your cousin? 96 

Jul. Shall I speak ill of him that is my hus¬ 
band? 

Ah! poor my lord, what tongue shall smooth 
thy name. 

When I, thy three-hours wife, have mangled it? 
But, wherefore, villain, didst thou kill my 
cousin? 100 

That villain cousin would have kill’d my hus¬ 
band: 

Back, foolish tears, back to your native spring; 
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Jul. .Wash they his wounds with tsars: mine 
shall be spent. 

When theirs are dry, for Romeo's banishment. 
So Take upthaw cords. Foot ropes, you are be- 

133 


_ 104 

.___ 1 have slain; 

And Tybalt’s dead,that would have slain my 
husband: 

All this is comfort; wherefore weep I then? 
Some word there was, worser than Tybalt’s 
death, ros 

That murder’d me: I would forget it fain; 

But O! it presses to my memory, 

Like damned guilty deeds to sinners minds. 
‘Tybalt is dead, and Romeo banished! us 
That ‘bi; nshed,’ that one word ‘banished,’ 
Hath slain ten thousand Tybalts. Tybalt’s death 
Was woe enough, if it had ended them: 

Or, if sour woe delights in fellowship, its 
And needly will be rank’d with other griefs. 
Why follow'd not, when she said ‘ Tybalt’s dead, ’ 
Thy father, or thy mother, nay. or both, n* 
Which modern lamentation might have mov’d ? 
But with a rearward following Tybalt’s death, 
‘Romeo is banished!’ to speak that word 
Is father, mother, Tybalt, Romeo, Juliet. 

All slain, all dead: ‘Romeo is banished! 1 ras 
There is no end, no limit, measure, bound 
In that word’s death; no words can that woe 
sound.— 

Where is my father and my mother, nurse? 
Nurse. Weeping and wailing over Tybalt’s 
cone: ul 

Will you go to them? I will bring you thither. 


gull’d. 

Bom you and J, for Romeo is exil’d: 

He made you for a highway to my bed, 

But L a maid, die maiden-widowed. 

Come, cords; come, nurse; I’ll to my wedding 
bed; 136 

And death, not Romeo, take my maidenhead! 

Nurse. Hie to your chamber :I’ll find Romeo 
To comfort you: I wot well where he is. 

Hark ye, your Romeo will be here to-night: 140 
I’ll to him; he is hid at Laurence’ cell. 

Jul. O! find him; give this ring to my true 
knight, 

And bid him come to take his last farewell. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene m. —The Same, nut lautence’s 
Cell. 

Enter ma lauikncb. 

Fri. L. Romeo, come forth; came forth, thou 
fearful man: 

Affliction is enamour’d of thy parts. 

And thou art wedded to calamity. 

Enter aosoo. 

Rom. Father, what news ? what is the prince’s 
doom? 4 

What sorrow craves acquaintance at my bund. 
That I yet know not? 

Fri. L. Too familiar 

Is my dear son with such sour company: 

I bring thee tidings of the prince’s doom. S 
Rom. Whatless than doomsday is the prince’s 
doom? 

Fri. L. A gentler judgment vanish'd from his 

Not body's death, but body’s banishment. 
Rom. Hat b a nishme nt! be merciful, say 
‘death:’ ts 

For exile hath more terror in his look. 

Much more than death: do not say 'banish* 
menu' 

Fri. L. Hence from Verona art thou banished. 
Be patient, for the world is broad and wide. 16 
Rom. There is no world withoutVerona walls. 
But purgatory, torture, hell itself. 

Hence banished is banish’d from the world. 
And world’s exile is death; then ‘banished,’ so 
Is death mis-term’d. Calling death ‘ banished,’ 
Thou cutfst my head off with a golden axe. 
And smil’st upon the stroke that murders me. 

Fri. L. O deadly sin 10 rude unthankfulness 1 
Thy fault our law calls death; but the kind 
prince, *j 

Taking thy part, hath rush'd aside the law, 
And turn'd that black word dea t h to banish¬ 
ment: 

This is dear mercy, and thou west it not at 
Rom. Tit torture, and not mercy: heaven is 

hero. 

Where Juliet lives; and every eat and dog 
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And little mouse, every unworthy thing. 

Live hate in heaven and may look on her; ja 
Bat Romeo may not: more validity. 

More honourable state, more courtship lives 
In carrion dies than Romeo: they may seize 
On the white wonder of dear Juliet’s hand, 36 
And steal immortal blessing from her lips, 
Who, even in pure and vestal modesty, 

Stfll blush, as thinking their own kisses sin; 
Flies may do this, but I from this must fly: 40 
They are free men, but I am banished. 

And sayst thou yet that exile is not death? 
Hadst thou no poison mix’d, no sharp-ground 


I come from Lady Juliet. 
Fri. L. 


No sudden mean of death, though ne’er so 


But ‘banished’ to kill me? ‘Banished!’ 

O friar! the damned use that word in hell; 
Howlings attend it: how hast thou the heart. 
Being a divine, a ghostly confessor, 48 

A sin-absolver, and my friend profess'd. 

To mangle me with that word ’banished ? ’ 
Fri. L. Thou fond mad man, hear me but 
speak a word. 

Rom. Oi thou wOt speak again of banish¬ 
ment. 53 

Fri. L. m give thee armour to keep off that 
word; 

Adversity’s sweet milk, philosophy. 

To comfort thee, though thou art banished. 

Rom. Yet* banished!' Hang up philosophy! 
Unless philosophy can make a Juliet, 37 
Displant a town, reverse a prince’s doom. 

It helps not, it prevails not: talk no more. 

Fri. L. O! then I see that madmen have no 
can. 60 

Rom. How should they, when that wise men 
have no eyes? 

Fri. L. Let me dispute with thee of thy estate. 
Item. Thou canst not speak ofthat thou dost 
not feel: 

Wert thou as young as I, Juliet thy love, 64 
An hour but married, Tybalt murdered, 
Doting like me, and like me banished. 

Then mightst thou speak, then mightst thou 
tear thy hair, 

And fall upon the ground, as I do now, 68 
Taking the measure of an unmade grave. 

(Knocking within. 
Fri. L. Arise; one knocks: good Romeo, 
hide thyself. 

Rom. Not I; unless foe breath of heart-sick 

me from the search of eyes. 7a 
[Knocking. 

Fri. L. Hark! how they knock. Who's 
there? Romeo arise; 

Hum wilt be taken. Stay awhile! Stand up; 

[Knocking. 

Run to toy study. By and by! God s will! 
What wfmilness is this! I come, I cornel 76 

[Knocking. 

Who knocks so hard? whence come you? whats 
soar will? 

Jww. [Within.] Let me come in, and you 
shall know my errand: 


Mistdike^lnfold 


Welcome, then. 
Enter Nurse. 

Nurse. O holy friar! O! tell me, holy friar, 
Where is my lady’s lord? where’s Romeo? 81 
Fri. L. There on the ground, with his own 
tears made drunk. 

Nurse. O! he is even in my mistress’ case. 
Just in her case! 

Fri. L. O woeful sympathy! 84 

Piteous predicament! Even so lies she. 
Blubbering and weeping, weeping and blubber¬ 
ing. 

Stand up, stand up; stand, an you be a man: 
For Juliet’s sake, for her sake, rise and stand; 
Why should you fall into so deep an O? 89 
Rom. Nurse! 

Nurse. Ah, sir! ah, sir! Well, death’s the end 
of all. 

Rom. Spak’st thou of Juliet? how is it with 
her? »s 

Doth she not think me an old murderer, 

Now I have stain’d the childhood of our joy 
With blood remov'd but little from her own? 
Where is she? and how doth she? and what 
says 98 

My conceal’d lady to our canceil’d love? 
Nurse. O! she says nothing, sir, but weeps 
and weeps; 

And now falls on her bed; and then starts up, 
And Tybalt calls, and then on Romeo cries, 100 
And then down falls again. 

Rom. As if that name, 

Shot from the deadly level of a gun, 

Did murder her: as that name’s cursed hand 
Murder'd her kinsman. O! tell me, friar, tell 
me, :o 4 

In what vile part of this anatomy 
Doth my name lodge? tell me, that I may sack 
The hateful mansion. [Drawing his sword. 

Fri. L. Hold thy desperate hand: 

Art thou a man? thy forth cries out thou art: 
Thy tears are womanish; thy wild acts denote 
The unreasonable fury of a beast: 

Unseemly woman in a seeming man; 

Or ill-beseeming beast in seeming both! ns 
Thou hast amaz'd me: by my holy order, 

I thought thy disposition better temper'd. 

Hast thou slain Tybalt? wilt thou slay thyself? 
And slay thy lady that in thy life lives, 1:8 
By doing damned hate upon thyself? 

Why rail’st thou on thy birth, foe heaven, and 
earth? 

Since birth, and heaven, and earth, all three do 
meet 

In thee at once, which thou at once wouldst 
lose. iso 

Fie, Be! thou sham'st thy shape, thy love, thy 
wit. 

Which, like a usurer, abound'st in all. 

And usest none in that true use indeed 
Which should bedeck thy shape, thy love, thy 
wit 1*4 

Thy noble shape is but a form of wax, 
Digreadng from foe valour of a man 
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I'll lay yon grey is not the morning's eye, 

Tis but the pale reflex of Cynthia's brow; so 
Nor that is not the lark, whose note* do beat 
The vaulty heaven so high above our heads: 

I have more care to stay than will to go: 
Come, death, and welcome 1 Juliet wills it so. M 
How ts’t, my soul! let's talk; it is not day. 

Jul. It is, it is; hie hence, be gone, awayl 
It is the lark that sings so out of tune. 
Straining harsh discords and unpleasing sharps. 
Some say the lark makes sweet division; >9 
This doth not so, for she divideth us: 

Some say the lark and loathed toad change 

Ol now i would they had chang’d voices too, 31 
Since arm from arm that voice doth us affray. 
Hunting thee hence with hunts-up to the day. 
Ol now be gone; more light and light it grows. 
Rom. More light and light; more dark and 
dark our woes. 36 

Enter None. 

Nurse. Madam! 

Jut. Nurse! 

Nurse. Your lady mother is coming to your 
chamber: 39 

The dayis broke; be wary, look about J Exit. 
Jut. Then, window, let day in, and let life out 
Rom. Farewell, farewell! one kiss, and I’ll 
descend. [Descends. 

Jul. Art thou gone so? my lord, my love, my 
friend! 

I must hear from thee every day in the hour, 44 
For in a minute there are many days: 

O! by this count I shall be much in yean 
Ere 1 again behold my Romeo. 

Rom. Farewell! 4! 

I will omit no opportunity 
That may convey my greetings, love, to thee. 
Jul. O! think st thou we shall ever meet 
again? 

Rom. I doubt it not; and all these woes shall 
serve 5a 

For sweet discourses in our time to come. 

Jul. O God! I have an ill-divining soul: 
Methinks I see thee, now thou art so low, 

As one dead in the bottom of a tomb: 36 

Either my eyesight fails, or thou look’st pale. 

Rom. Anotrustme,love,inmyeyesodoyou: 
Dry sorrow drinks our blood. Adieu! adieu! 

[£xtt. 

Jul O fortune, fortune! all men call thee 
fickle: 6o 

If thou art fickle, what dost thou with him 
That is reaown’d for faith? Be fickle, fortune; 
For them I hope, thou wilt not keep him long, 
But send him back. 64 

Lady Cap. [Within.) Ho, daughter! are you 
up? 

Jul. WhoIs’t thatcaHsHsltmy lady mother? 
Is she not down so late, or up so early? 

What unaccustom’d cause procures her hither? 

Enter LADY CAPtUT. 

Lady Cop. Why, how now. Juliet! 

Jul Madam, I am not weH 69 


Lady Cap. Evermore weeping for your cou¬ 
sin's death? 

What! wilt thou wash him Horn his grave with 
tears? 

And if thou couldst, thou couldst not make him 
live; 7 » 

Therefore, have done: some grief shows much 
of love: 

But much of grief shows still some want of wit. 
Jul. Yet let me weep for such a feeling loss. 
Lady Cap. So shall you feel the loss, but not 
the friend 76 

Which you weep for. 

Jul. Feeling so the loss. 

I cannot choose but ever weep the friend. 
Lady Cap. Well, girl, thou weep’st not so 
much for his death. 

As that the villain lives which slaughter'd him. 
Jul. What villain, madam? 

Lady Cap. That same villain, Romeo. 
Jul. [Aside.] Villain and he be many miles 
asunder. ta 

God pardon him! I do, with all my heart; 
And yet no man like he doth grieve my heart 
Lady Cap. That is because the traitor mur¬ 
derer lives. Ss 

Jul. Ay, madam, from the reach of these my 
hands. 

Would none but I might venge my cousin’s 
death! 

Lady Cap. We will have vengeance for It 
fear thou not: 88 

Then weep no more. I’ll send to one In Mantua, 
Where that same banish'd runagate doth live, 
Shall give him such an unaccustom'd dram 
That he shall soon keep Tybalt company: 9a 
And then, I hope, thou wilt be satisfied. 

Jul. Indeed, I never shall be satisfied 
With Romeo, till I behold him—dead— 

Is my poor heart so for a kinsman vex’d: 96 
Madam, if you could find out but a man 
To bear a poison, I would temper it, 

That Romeo should, upota receipt thereof. 
Soon sleep in quiet. Ol how my heart abhors 
To hear hum nam’d, and cannot come to him, 
To wreak the love I bore my cousin Tybalt 
Upon his body that hath slaughter'd him. 
Lady Cap. Find thou the means, and I'll find 
such a man. 104 

But now I'll tell thee joyfli! tidings, girl. 

Jul. And joy comes well In such a needy 
time: 

What are they, I beseech your ladyship? 

Lady Cap. Well, well, thou hast a careful 
father, child; 10* 

One who, to put thee from thy heaviaeti. 
Hath sorted out a sudden day of joy 
That thou expeefst not, nor I look J not for. 
Jul. Madam, in happy time, what day isthat? 
Lady Cap. Marry, my child, early next 
Thursday morn t <3 

The salient, young, and noble gentleman. 

The County Paris, at Saint Feta's church, 
Stall happily make thee there a joyfiil bride, ire 
Jul. Now, by Saint Peter's church, and Peter 
too. 
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Be shall not make me then a JoyfUl bride. 

I wonder at this haste: that I must wed 
Ere he that should be husband comes to woo. 
I pray you, tell my lord and lather, madam, «ai 
I will not many yet; and, when I do, I swear. 
It shall be Romeo, whom you know I hate. 
Rather than Paris. These are news indeed 1 114 
Lady Cap. Here comes your father; tell him 
so yourself. 

And see how he will take it at your hands. 
Enter capulet and Nurse. 

Cap. When the sun sets, the air doth drizzle 
dew; 

But for the sunset of my brother's son 118 
It rains downright. 

How now! a conduit, girl? what! still in tears? 
Evermore showering? In one little body 
Thou counterfeit’st a bark, a sea, a wind; <33 
For still thy eyes, which I may call the sea, 
Do ebb and flow with tears; the bark thy body is. 
Sailing in this salt flood; the winds, thy sighs; 
Who. raging with thy tears, and they with 
them, 236 

Without a sudden calm, will overset 
Thy tempest-tossed body. How now, wife! 
Have you deliver’d to her our decree? 

Lady Cap. Ay, sir; but she will none, she 
gives you thanks. 140 

I would the fool were married to her gravel 
Cap. Soft! take me with you, take me with 
you, wife. 

How! will She none ? do th she not give us thanks ? 
Is she not proud ? d oth she not count her bless'd, 
Unworthy as she is, that we have wrought 14s 
So worthy a gentleman to be her bridegroom? 
Jul. Not proud, you have; but thankful, that 
you have: 

Proud can I never be of what I hate; 148 

But thankful even for hate, that is meant love. 
Cap. How now! how now, chop-logic! What 
is this? 

'Proud,' and ‘I thank you,' and ‘I thank you 
not;' 

And yet ‘not proud; ’ mistress minion, you, is* 
Thank me no thankings, nor proud me no 
prouds, 

But fettle your fine joints 'gainst Thursday next. 
To go with Paris to Saint Peter’s church. 

Or I will drag thee on a hurdle thither. 15S 
Out, you green-sickness carrion! out, you bag¬ 
gage! 

You tallow face! 

Lady Cap. Fie, fie! what, are you mad? 
Jul. Good father, I beseech you on my knees. 
Hear me with patience but to speak a word. 160 
Cap. Hang thee, young baggage! disobedient 
wretch! 

I tell thee what, get thee to church o’ Thursday, 
Or never after look me in the face. 

Speak not, reply not, do not answer me; >64 
My fingers itch.—Wife, we scarce thought us 
» bless’d 

That God had lent us but this only child; 

But now I see this one is one too much. 

And that we have a curse in having her. 1S8 


Out on her, hilding! 

Nurse. God in heaven bless her! 

You are to blame, my lord, to rate her so. 
Cap. And why, my lady wisdom? hold your 
tongue, 171 

Good prudence; smatter with your gossips, go. 
Nurse . I speak no treason. 

Cap. . O! God ye good den. 

Nurse. May not one speak? 

Cap. Peace, you mumbling fool; 

Utter your gravity o’er a gossip’s bowl; 

For here we need it not. 

Lady Cap. You are too hot I7< 

Cap. God’s bread! it makes me mad. 

Day, night, hour, tide, time, work, plat 

Alone, in company, still my care hath I_ 

To have her match d; and having now provided 
A gentleman of noble parentage, 1S1 

Of fair demesnes, youthful, and nobly train'd. 
Stuff’d, as they say, with honourable parts. 
Proportion’d as one’s thought would wish.a 
man; 184 

And then to have a wretched puling fool, 

A whining mammet, in her fortune’s tender. 
To answer ‘I’ll not wed,' ‘I cannot love,’ 

‘I am too young,' ‘I pray you, pardon me;* r*t 
But, an you will not wed. I’ll pardon you: 
Graze where you will, you shad not house with 
me: 

Look to’t, think on’t, I do not use to jest. 
Thursday is near; lay hand on heart, advise, res 
An you be mine, I’ll give you to my friend; 
An you be not, hang, beg, starve, die in the 
streets. 

For, by mv soul. I’ll ne’er acknowledge thee. 
Nor what is mine shall never do thee good. 296 
Trust to’t, bethink you; I'll not be forsworn. 

[Exit. 

Jul. Is there no pity sitting in the clouds. 
That sees into the bottom of my grief? 

O! sweet my mother, cast me not away: 200 
Delay this marriage for a month, a week; 

Or, if you do not, make the bridal bed 
In that dim monument where Tybalt lies. 
Lady Cap. Talk not to me, for I’ll not speak 
a word. 304 

Doasthouwilt,forlhavedonewiththee. [Exit. 
Jul. OGod! O nurse '.how shall this be pre¬ 
vented? 

My husband is on earth, my faith in heaven; 
How shall that faith return again to earth, aoS 
Unless that husband send it me from heaven 
By leaving earth? comfort me, counsel me. 
Alack, alack! that heaven should practise Strata¬ 
gems 

Upon so soft a subject as myself! 222 

What sayst thou? hast thou not a word if joy? 
Some comfort, nurse? 

Nurse. Faith, here it is. Romeo 

Is banished; and all the world to nothing 
That he dares ne’er come back to challenge you; 
Or, if he do, it needs must be by stealth. 227 
Then, since the case so stands as now it doth, 
I think it best you married with the county. 
O! he’s a lovely gentleman; 220 

Romeo’s a dishdout to him: an eagle, madam. 
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Hath not so green, so quick, so fair an eye 
As Paris hath. Beshrew my very heart, 

I think you are happy in this second match, *14 
For it excels your first: or if it did not. 

Your first is dead: or ’twere as good he were. 
As living here and you no use of him. 

Jul. Spcakest thou from thy heart? 

Nurse. And from my soul too; ssS 

Or else beshrew them both. 

Jul. Ament 

Nurse. What I 

Jul. Well, thou hast comforted me marvel¬ 
lous much. 

Go in; and tell my lady I am gone, 

Having displeas’d my father, to Laurence’ cell. 
To make confession and to be absolv’d, an 
Nurse. Marty, I will; and this is wisely done. 

{Exit. 

Jul. Ancient damnation! O most wicked 
fiend! 

Is it more sin to wish me thus forsworn, 336 
Or to dispraise my lord with that same tongue 
Which she hath prais’d him with above compare 
So many thousand times; Go, counsellor; 
Thou and my bosom henceforth shall be twain, 
m to the filar, to know his remedy: 241 

If all else fail, myself have power to die. [Exit. 

ACT IV 

Scene I .—Verona, friar Laurence’s CelL 
Enter FRIAR LAURENCE and PARIS. 

Fri. L. On Thursday, sir? the time is very 
short. 

Par. My father Capulet will have it so; 
And I am nothing slow to slack his haste. 

Fri. L. You say you do not know the lady’s 
mind: 4 

Uneven is the course, I like it not. 

Par. Immoderately she weeps for Tybalt’s 
death. 

And th er e f ore have I little talk’d of love; 

For Venus smiles not in a house of tears. I 
Now, air, her father counts it dangerous 
That she doth give her sorrow so much sway. 
And in his wisdom hastes our marriage 
To stop the inundation of her tears; is 

Which, too much minded by hcnelf alone, 
May be put from her by society. 

Now do you know the reason of this haste. 
Fri. L. [Aside.] I would I knew not why it 
should be slow d. 16 

Look, sir, here comes the lady towards my celL 

Enter must. 

Par. Happily met, my lady and ray wife I 
Jul. That may be, sir, when I may be a wife. 
Par. That may be must be, love, on Thurs¬ 
day next. so 

Jul. What must be shall be. 

Fri. L. That’s a certain text. 

Par. Come you to make confession to this 
father? 

Jul. To answer that, I should confess to you. 
Par. Do not deny to him that you love me. 
Jul. I will confess to you that I love him. s j 


Par. So will ye, I am sure, that you love me. 
Jul. If I do so, it will be of more price, 
Being spoke behind your back, than to your 
face. 28 

Par. Poor soul, thy face is much abus'd with 
tears. 

Jul. The tears have got small victory by that; 
For it was bad enough before their spite. 

Par. Thou wrong’st it, more than tears, with 
that report. 33 

Jul. That is no slander, sir, which is a truth; 
And what I spake, I spake it to my face. 

Par. Thyfaceismine.andtbouhastslander’d 
it. 

Jul. It may be so, for it is not mine own. 36 
Are you at leisure, holy father, now; 

Or shall I come to you at evening mass? 

Fri. L. My leisure serves me, pensive daugh¬ 
ter, now: 

My lord, we must entreat the time alone. 40 
Par. God shield, I should disturb devotion! 
Juliet, on Thursday early will 1 rouse you: 
Till then, adieu; and keep this holy Idas. [Exit. 
Jul. O! shut the door! and when thou hast 
done so, 44 

Come weep with me; past hope, past cure, past 
help! 

Fri. L. Ah! Juliet, I already know thy grief; 
It strains me past the compass of my wits: 

I hear thou must, and nothing may prorogue it. 
On Thursday next be married to this county. 49 
Jul. Tell me not, friar, that thou hear’st of 
this, 

Unless thou tell me how I may prevent it: 

If, in thy wisdom, thou canst give no help, 53 
Do thou but call my resolution wise, 

And with this knife I’ll help it presently. 

God Join’d my heart and Romeo’s, thou our 
hands; 

And ere this hand, by thee to Romeo seal’d, 5* 
Shall be the label to another deed. 

Or my true heart with treacherous revolt 
Turn to another, this shall slay them both. 
Therefore, out of thy long-experienc'd time, 60 
Give me some present counsel; or behold, 
Twixt my extremes and me this bloody knife 
Shall play the umpire, arbitrating that 
Which the commission of thy years and art 64 
Could to no issue of true honour bring. 

Be not so long to speak; I long to die, 

If what thou speakst speak not of remedy. 
Fri. L. Hold, daughter; I do spy a kind of 
hope, <>8 

Which craves as desperate an execution 
As that is desperate which we would prevent. 
If rather than to marry County Paris, 

Thou hast the strength of will to slay thyself, 73 
Then is it likely thou wilt undertake 
A thing like death to chide away this shame, 
That cop’st with death himself to ’ scape from it; 
And, if thou dar’tt. I’ll give thee remedy. 7 * 
Jul. Ol bid me leap, rather than many Paris, 
From off the batdemcmts of yonder tower; 

Or walk in thievish ways; or bid me lurk 
Where serpents are; chain me with marine 
bean; to 
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Or »hut me nightly in a charnel-boose, 

O’er-cover'd quite with dead men's rattling 
bones, . 

With reeky shanks, and yellow chapless skulls; 

Or bid me go into a new-made grave 84 
And hide me with a dead man m his shroud; 

Things that, to hear them told, have made me 
tremble; 

And 1 will do it without fear or doubt. 

To live an unstain’d wife to my sweet love. 88 
Fri. L. Hold, then; go home, be merry, give 
consent 

To many Paris: Wednesday is to-morrow: 

To-morrow night look that thou lie alone. 

Let not thy nurse lie with thee in thy chamber: 

Take thou this vial, being then in bed, 93 
And this distilled liquor drink thou on; 

When presently through all tty veins shall run 
A cold and drowsy humour, for no pulse 96 
Shall keep his native progress, but surcease; 

No warmth, no breath, shall testify thou liv’st; 

The roses in thy Ups and cheeks shall fade 
To paly ashes; thy eyes’ windows fall, 100 
like death, when he shuts up the day of life; 

Each part, depriv’d of supple government, 

Shall, stiff and stark and cold, appear like death; cell; 

And in this borrow’d likeness of shrunk death And gave him what beccmed love I might. 
Thou shalt continue two-and-forty hours, 105 Not stepping o’er the bounds of modesty, a* 
And then awake as from a pleasant sleep. Cap. Why, I’m glad on’t; this is well: stand 

Now, when the bridegroom in the morning 
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cannot lick his fingers goes not with me. I 
Cap. Go, be gone. [Exit Second Servant. 
We shall be much unfuruish'd for this time. 
What! is my daughter gone to Friar Laurence? 
Nurse. Ay, forsooth. is 

Cap. Well, he may chance to do gome good 
on her: 

A peevish self-will’d harlotry it is. 

Nurse. See where she comes from shrift with 
merry look. 16 

Enter Juliet. 

Cap. How now, my headstrong 1 when have 
you been gadding? 

Jul. Where 1 have learn’d me to repent the 
sin 

Of disobedient opposition 

To you and your behests; and am enjoin d so 

By holy Laurence to fall prostrate here. 

And beg your pardon. Pardon, 1 beseech yon! 
Henceforward I am ever rul’d by you. 

Cap. Send for the county; go tell him of 
this: 14 

I’ll have this knot knit up to-morrow morning. 
Jul. 1 met the youthful lord at Laurence' 


comes 

To rouse thee from thy bed, there art thou dead: 
Then—as the manner of our country is— 109 
In thy best robes uncover’d on the bier, 

Thou shalt be borne to that same ancient vault 
Where all the kindred of the Capulets lie. 112 
In the mean time, against thou shalt awake, 
Shall Romeo by my letters know our drift, 
And hither shall he come; and he and I 
Will watch thy waking, and that very night 116 
Shall Romeo bear thee hence to Mantua. 

And this shall free thee from this present shame; 
If no unconstant toy, nor womanish fear, 


up: 

This is as't should be. Let me see the county; 
Ay, marry, go, I say, and fetch him hither. 
Now, afore God! this reverend holy friar, 3 * 
All our whole city is much bound to him. 

Jul. Nurse, will you go with me into my 
closet. 

To help me sort such needful ornaments 
As you think fit to furnish me to-morrow? 3 * 
Lady Cap. No, not till Thursday; there is 
time enough. 1 

Cap. Go, nurse, go with her. We'll to church 
to-morrow. [Exeunt juliet and Nurse. 

We shall be short in our pro- 


__ Lady Cap. 

Abate thy valour in the acting it. vision: 

Jul. Give me, give me! O! tell menot of fear! Tis now near night. 

Fri L Hold • get you gone, be strong and Cap. Tush! I will stir about, 40 

prosperous ’ And all things shall be well, I warrant 3 iee, 

In this resolve. FU send a friar with speed _ wife: ..... , 

To Mantua, with my letters to thy lord. 124 Go thou to Juliet, help to deck up her, 

Jul. Love, give me strength! and strength I’ll not to bed to-night; let n« alone: 

Shall heln afford. 111 Play the;housewife for this once. What, hoi 

I Exeunt . They are all forth: well, I will walk myself 4 S 
To County Paris, to prepare him up 


shall help afford. 
Farewell, dear father! 


Scene 11.-771* Same. Hall in CAPULET’s 
House. 

Enter capulet, lady capulet, Nurse, and 
Servingmen. 

Cap. So many guests invite as here are writ. 

[Exit Servant. 

Sirrah, go hire me twenty cunning cooks. 

Sec. Serv. You shall have none ill, sir; for 
I’ll try If they can lick their fingers. 4 

Cap. How canst thou try them so? 


Against to-morrow. My heart is wondrous 

Sincifthii same wayward girl is so reclaim’d. 4 * 

[Exeunt. 

Scene JSl.—The Same. Juliet’s Chamber. 

Enter juliet and Nurse. 

Jut. Ay, those attires are best; but, gentle 
nurse, .. , . 

I pray thee, leave me to myself to-night; 

For I have need of many orisons 


, an ill cook that For I have need of many orisons 
iS^ISc hft (Wore ta tot To move the heavens to smite upon my state, 4 
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Which, won thou know*st, is cron and ibD of Romeo, I cornel this do I drink to thee. 

«m [She falls upon her bed within the curtains. 


Enter lady CAPULET. 

Lady Cap. What I am you busy, ho? need 
you my help? 

Jut. No, madam; we have cull'd such neces¬ 
saries 

As am behoveful for our state to-morrow: a 
So please you, let me now be left alone, 

Ana let the nurse this night sit up with you: 
For I am sum, you have your hands full all 
In this so sudden business. 

Lady Cap. Good-night: is 

Get thee to bed, and rest; for thou hast need. 

[Exeunt LADY CAPULET and Nurse. 
JuX. Farewell! God knows when we shall 
meet again. 

I have a faint cold fear thrills through my veins, 
That almost freezes up the beat of life: it 

I’ll call them back again to comfort me: 
Nurse! What should she do hem? 

My dismal scene I needs must act alone. 
Come, vial. so 

What if this mixture do not work at all? 

Shall I be married then to-morrow morning? 
No, no; this shall forbid it: lie thou them. 

[Laying down a dagger. 
What if it be a poison, which die friar 24 
Subtly hath minister’d to have me dead. 

Lest m this marriage he should be dishonour’d 
Because he married me before to Romeo? 

I fear it is: and yet, methinks, it should not, 28 
For he hath still been tried a holy man. 

I will not entertain to bad a thought 
How if, when I am laid into the tomb, 

1 wake before the time that Romeo 32 
Come to redeem me? there’s a fearful point! 
S hall I not then be stifled in the vault. 
Towhosefoulmouthnohealthsome air breathes 
in. 

And there die strangled ere my Romeo comes? 
Or, if I live, is it not very like, 37 

The horrible conceit of death and night. 
Together with the terror of the place, 

As in a vault, an ancient receptacle, 40 

Where, for these many hundred years, die bone* 
Of all my buried ancestors are pack’d; 

Where bloody Tybalt, yet but green in earth, 
Liesfesteringmmsshroud:where,astheysay, 44 
At some hours in the night spirits resort: 
Alack, alack! is it not like that I, 

So early waking, what with loathsome smells, 
And shrieks like mandrakes’ tom out of the 
earth, 48 

That living mortals, hearing them, run mad: 
Oi if I wake, shall I not be distraught. 
Environed with all these hideous fears, 

And madly play with my forefathers’ joints, 32 
And pluck the mangled Tybalt from his shroud ? 
And, in this rage, with some great kinsman’s 
bone. 

As with a dub. dash out my desperate brains? 
O, look! methinks I see my cousin’s ghost 36 
Seeking out Romeo, that did spit his be-# 
Upon a rapier’s point Stay, Tybalt, stay! 


Scene TV.—The Same. Hall in capulet’s 
House. 


Enter lady capulet and Nurse. 

Lady Cap. Hold, take these keys, and fetch 
more spices, nurse. 

Nurse. They call for dates and quinces in the 
pastry. 


Enter capulet. 

Cap. Come, sdr, stir, stir I the second cock 
hath crowM, 

The curfew bell bath rung, ’ds three o’dock: 4 
Look to the bak’d meats, good Angelica: 
Spare not for cost. 

Nurse. Go, go. you cot-quean, go; 

Get you to bed; faith, you’ll be sick to-morrow 
For this night’s watching. 8 

Cap. No, not a whit; what! I have watch'd 
ere now 

Ail night for lesser cause, and ne’er been sick. 
Lady Cap. Ay, you have been a mouse-hunt 
in your time; 

But I will watch you from such watching now. 

[Exeunt lady capulet and Nurse. 
Cap. A jealous-hood, a jealous-hood 1 


Enter three or four Servingmen, with spits, 
logs, and baskets. 

Now, fellow, 13 

What’s there? 

First Serv. Things for the cook, sir; but I 
know not what. 

Cap. Make hast& make haste. [Exit first 
Serving-man.J Sirrah, fetch drier logs: i< 

Call Peter, he will show thee where they are. 

Sec. Serv, 1 have a head, sir, that will find 
out logs. 

And never trouble Peter for the matter. [Exit. 

Cap. Mass, and well said; a merry whore- 
son, ha! ' 20 

Thoushaltbelogger-head. Good faith I’tis day: 

The county win be here with music straight, 

For so he said he would. [Music within.] I hear 
him near. 

Nursel Wife! what, ho! Wbat, nurse, I sayl 


Reenter Nurse. 

Go waken Juliet, go and trim her up; 23 
I'll go and chat with Paris. Hie, make haste, 
Make haste; the bridegroom he is come already: 
Make haste, I say. [ Exeunt . 


Scene V. —The Same. Juliet’s Chamber. 
Enter Nurse. 

Nurse. Mistress! what, mistress! Juliet) ftst, 
J warrant her, she: 

Why, lamb! why, lady! fie, you slug-a-bed! 
Why, love, I say! madam! sweet-heart! why, 
bride! 

What! not a word ? you take your pennyworths 
now: 4 

Sleep for a week; for the next night, I waixant. 



SCENE V] 

The County Pari* hath set up hi* rest. 

That you shall rest but little. God forgive me. 
Marry, and amen, how sound is she asleep! 8 
1 needs must wake her. Madam, madam, 
madam! 

Ay, let the county take you in your bed: 

He'll fright you up, i’ faith. Will it not be? 


_ : you .. 

What, dress’d! and in your clothes! and down 
again! 12 

I must needs wake you. Lady! lady! lady! 
Alas! alas! Help! help! my lady’s deadl 
O! weil-a-day, that ever I was bom. 

Some aqua-vita, hot My lord! my ladyl 16 

Enter lady capulet. 

Lady Cap. What noise is here? 

Nurse. O lamentable day! 

Lady Cap. What is the matter? 

Nurse. Look, look! O heavy day! 

Lady Cap. O me, O me! my child, my only 
life. 

Revive, look up, or I will die with theel 20 
Help, help! Call help. 

Enter CAPULET. 

Cap. Forshamel bring Juliet forth: her lord 
is come. 

Nurse. She’s dead, deceas’d, she’s dead; 
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Most lamentable day, most woeful day. 

That ever, ever, I did yet behold! 

O day! O day! O day! O hateful day! si 
Never was seen so black a day as this: 

O woeful day, O woeful day! 

Ear. Beguil’d, divorced, wronged, spited, 
slain! 

Most detestable death, by thee beguil’d, 56 
By cruel cruel thee quite overthrown! 

O love! O life! not life, but love in death! 

Cap. Despis'd, distressed, hated, martyr’d, 
kill’d! 

Uncomfortable time, why cam’st thou now 60 
To murder, murder our solemnity? 

O child! O child! my soul, and not my child! 
Dead art thou! dead! alack, my child is dead; 
And with my child my joys are buried 1 64 

Fri. L. Peace, ho! for shame! confusion’s 
cure lives not 

In these confusions. Heaven and yourself 
Had part in this fair maid; now heaven hath all. 
And all the better is it for the maid: 68 

Y our part in her you could not keep from death. 
But heaven keeps his part in eternal life. 

The most you sought was her promotion. 

For ’twas your heaven she should be advanc’d; 
And weep ye now, seeing she is advanc’d 


24 

Out, alas! she’s 


___. . 73 

Above the clouds, as high as heaven itself? 
alack the day! O! in this love, you love your child so ill. 

Lady Cap. Alack the day! she’s dead, she’s That you run mad, seeing that she is well: 76 

. She’s not well married that lives married long; 

But she’s best married that dies married young. 
Dry up your tears, and stick your rosemary 
On this fair corse; and, as the custom is, 80 
In all her best array bear her to church; 

For though fond nature bids us all lament. 
Yet nature’s tears are reason’s merriment. 

Cap. All things that we ordained festival, 84 
Tum from their office to black funeral; 

Our instruments to melancholy bells. 

Our wedding cheer to a sad burial feast. 

Our solemn hymns to sullen dirges change, 88 
Our bridal flowers serve for a buried corse, 
And all things change them to the contrary. 
Fri. L. Sir, go you in; and, madam, go with 
him; 

And go, Sir Paris; every one prepare 91 
To follow this fair corse unto her grave. 

The heavens do lower upon you for some ill; 
Move them no mpre by crossing their high wilh 
[Exeunt capulet, lady capulet, paius, 
and Friar. 

First Mus. Faith, we may put up our pipes. 


dead! she’s dead! 

Cap. Ha! let me see her. 
cold; 

Her blood is settled, and her joints are stiff; 
Life and these lips have long been separated: 
Death lies on her like an untimely frost 28 
Upon the sweetest flower of all the field. 
Nurse. O lamentable day! 

Indy Cap. O woeful time! 

Cap. Death, that hath ta’en her hence to 
make me wail, 

Ties up my tongue, and will not let me speak. 32 


Enter friar Laurence, and Paris, with 
Musicians. 

Fri. I.. Come, is the bride ready to go to 
church ? 

Cap. Ready to go, but never to return. 

O son! the night before thy wedding-day 
Hath Death lain with thy wife. There she lies, 36 
Dower as she was, deflowered by him. 

Death is my son-in-law, Death is my heir; 

My daughter he hath wedded: 1 will die. 


And leave him all; life, living, all is Death’s! 40 and be gone. ._” 

Far. Have I thought long to see this morn- Nurse. Honest good feltows, ah! put up, put 


ing’s face. 

And doth it give me such a sight as tlus? 

Lady Cap. Accurs’d, unhappy, wretched, 
hateful day! 

Most miserable hour, that e er time saw 44 
in lasting labour of his pilgrimage! 

But one, poor one, one poor and loving ctuld, 
But one thing to rejoice and solace in. 

And cruel death hath catch’d it frommy sight! 48 
Nurse. O woel O woeful, woeful, woeiul 
day I 


up, for, well you know, this is a pitiful case. 

[Exit. 

First Mus. Ay, by my troth, the case may be 
amended. tot 

Enter PETER. 

Pet. Musicians! O! musicians, ‘ Heart’s ease, 
Heart’s ease: ’ O i an yc will have me live, play 
‘Heart’s ease.’ 104 

First Mus. Why ’Heart’s ease?’ 

Pet. OI musicians, because my heart Itself 
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lACT V 


plays ‘My heart is full of woe;’ Ot play ms 
some merry dump, to comfort me. ' 10S 
Sec. Mus. Not a dump we; ’tis no time to 
play now. 

Pet. You will not then? 

Musicians. No. m 

Pet. I will then give it you soundly. 

First Mus. What will you give us i 
Pet. No money, on my faith i but the gleek; 
I will give you the minstrel. 116 

First Mus. Then will I give you the serving* 
creature. 

Pet. Then will I lay the serving-creature’s 
dagger on your pate, I will carry no crotchets: 
I’ll re you, I’ll fa you. Do you note me? 121 
First Mus. An you re us, and fa us, you 
note us. 

Sec. Mus. Pray you, put up your dagger, 
and put out your- wit. 12s 

Pet. Then have at you with my wit! I wiU 
dry-beat you with an iron wit, and put up my 
iron dagger. Answer me like men: izS 

When griping grief the heart doth wound. 

And doleful dumps the mind oppress. 

Then music with her silver sound— 

Why ‘silver sound ?’ why ‘music with her silver 
sound?' What say you, Simon Catling? 133 
First Mus. Marry, sir, because silver hath a 
sweet sound. 

Pet. Pretty 1 What say you, Hugh Rebeck? 
Sec. Mus. I say ‘ silver sound,’ because musi¬ 
cians sound for silver. 

Pet. Pretty too! What say you, James 
Soundpost? :4a 

Third Mus. Faith, I know not what to say. 
Pet. O! I cry you mercy; you are the singer; 
I will say for you. It is. ‘music with her silver 
sound,' because musicians have no gold for 
sounding: 14] 

Then music with her silver sound 
■ With speedy help doth lead redress. 

I Exit. 

First Mus. What a pestilent knave is this 
same! 149 

Sec. Mus. Hang him. Jack! Come, we’ll in 
here; tarry for the mourners, and stay dinner. 

[Exeunt. 


ACT V 

Scene I.— Mantua. A Street. 

Enter komeo. 

Rom. If I may trust the fiattaring truth of 
sleep. 

My dreams presage some joyful news at hand: 
My bosom’s lord sits lightly in his throne; 
And all this day an unaccustom’d spirit 4 
Lifts me above the ground with cheerful 
thoughts. 

I dreamt my lady came and found me dead;— 
Sfxsmgedream, that gives a dead man leave to 

And breath’d such life with kisses in my lips, s 
That I reviv’d, and was an emperor. 


Ah met how sweet is love Itself possess’d, 
When but love’s shadows are so rich in joyl 

Enter Balthasar, booted. 

News from Verona! How now, Balthasar? is 
Dost thou not bring me letters from the friar? 
How doth my lady ? Is my father well? 

How fares my Juliet? That I ask again; 

For nothing can be ill if she be weu. 16 

Bal. Then she is well, and nothing can be ill; 
Her body sleeps in Capel’s monument, 

And her immortal part with angels lives. 

I saw her laid low in her kindred’s vault, 20 
And presently took post to tell it you. 

O! pardon me for bringing these ill news, 
Since you did leave it for my office, sir. 

Rom. Is it even so? then I defy you, stars! 
Thou know’st my lodging; get me ink and 
paper, sj 

And hire post-horses; I will hence to-night. 

Bal. I do beseech you, sir, have patience: 
Your looks are pale and wild, and do import 28 
Some misadventure. 

Rom. Tush, thou art deceiv'd; 

Leave me, and do the thing I bid thee do. 
Hast thou no letters to me from the friar? 
Bal. No, my good lord. 

Rom. No matter; get thee gone, 32 

And hire those horses: I’ll be with thee straight. 

[Exit BALTHASAR. 

Well, Juliet, I will lie with thee to-night. 

Let’s see for means: O mischief! thou art swift 
To enter in the thoughts of desperate men. 36 
I do remember an apothecary. 

And hereabouts he dwells, which late I noted 
In tatter’d weeds, with overwhelming brows. 
Culling of simples; meagre were his looks, 40 
Sharp misery had worn him to the bones: 
And in his needy shop a tortoise hung, 

An alligator stuff'd, and other skins 
Of ill-shap’d fishes; and about his shelves 44 
A beggarly account of empty boxes. 

Green earthen pots, bladders, and musty seeds, 
Remnants of packthread, and old cakes of roses. 
Were thinly scatter'd, to make up a show. 48 
Noting this penury, to myself I said 
And if a man did need a poison now. 

Whose sale is present death in Mantua, 

Here lives a caitiff wretch would sell it him. 32 
OI this same thought did but fore-run my need, 
And this same needy man must sell it me. 

As I remember, this should be the house: 
Being holiday, the beggar’s shop is shut. 36 

What, ho! apothecary f 


Enter Apothecary. 

Ap. Who calls so loud? 

Rom. Come hither, man. I see that thou art 
poor; 

Hold, there is forty ducats; let me have 
A dram of poison, such soon-epeeding gear <0 
As will disperse itself through all the veins 
That the life-weary taker may fall dead. 

And that the trank may be diichaig*d of breath 
As violently a* hasty powder fir’d <4 

Doth fanny from the fatal cannon’* womb. 
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Ap. Such mortal drug* I have; but Mantua’s 
law 

If death to any he that utters them. 

Rom. Art thou so bare, and full of wretched¬ 
ness, 68 

And fear'st to die? famine is in thy cheeks. 
Need and oppression starveth in thine eyes, 
Contempt and beggary hang upon thy back; 
The world is not thy friend nor the world’s law: 
The world affords no law to make thee rich: 73 
Then be not poor, but break it, and take this. 
Ap. My poverty, but not my will, consents. 
Rom. I pay thy poverty, and not toy will. 76 
Ap. Put this in any liquid thing you will. 
And drink it off; and, if you had the strength 
Of twentymen, it would dispatch you straight. 
Rom. There is thy gold, worse poison to 
men’s souls, 80 

Doing more murders in this loathsome world 
Than these poor compounds that thou mayst 
not sell: 

I sell thee poison, thou hast sold me none. 
Farewell; buy food, and get thyself in flesh. 84 
Come, cordial and not poison, go with me 
To Juliet’s grave, for there must I use thee. 

I Exeunt. 

Scene EL — Verona, friar Laurence’s Cell. 

Enter FRIAR JOHN. 

Fri. J. Holy Franciscan friar! brother, ho! 
Enter friar Laurence. 

Fri. L. This same should be the voice of 
Friar John. 

Welcome from Mantua*, what says Romeo? 
Or, if his mind be writ, give me his letter. 4 
Fri. J. Going to find a bare-foot brother out. 
One of our order, to associate me, 

Here in this city visiting the sick. 

And finding him, the searchers of the town, 8 
Suspecting that we both were in a house 
Where the infectious pestilence did reign. 
Seal'd up the doors, and would not let us forth; 
So that my speed to Mantua there was stay’d. 12 
Fri. L. Who bare my letter then to Romeo? 
Fri. J. I could not send it, here it is again, 
Nor get a messenger to bring it thee. 

So fearful were they of infection. j 6 

Fri. L. Unhappy fortune! by my brother¬ 
hood. 

The letter was not nice, but full of charge 
Of dear import; and toe neglecting it 
May do much danger. Friar John, go hence; 
Get me an iron crow, and bring it straight 21 
Unto my cell. 

Fri. J. Brother, I’ll go and bring it thee. 

[Exit. 

Fri. L. Now must I to toe monument alone; 
Within these three hours will fair Juliet wake: 24 
She will beshrew me much that Romeo 
Hath had no notice of these accidents; 

But I wfU write again to Mantua, 

And keep her at iny cell till Romeo come: 28 
Poor living corse, clos’d in a dead man s tombl 

[Exit. 


Scene in. —The Same. A Churchyard; in it 
a Monument belonging to the Capulees. 

Enter Paris, and his Page, bearing flowers and 
a torch. 

Par. Give me thy torch, boy: hence, and 
stand aloof; 

Yet put it out, for I would not be seen. 

Under yond yew-trees lay thee all along, 
Holding thine ear close to toe hollow ground: 4 
So shall no foot upon the churchyard tread. 
Being loose, unfirm with digging up of graves. 
But thou shalt hear it: whistle then to me, 

As 3 ignal that thou hear'st something approach. 
Give me those flowers. Do as I bid thee; go. 9 
Page. lAside-l 1 am almost afraid to stand 
alone 

Here in the churchyard; yet I will adventure. 

[ Retires. 

Par. Sweet flower, with flowers thy bridal 
bed I strew, 12 

O woe! toy canopy is dust and stones; 
Which with sweet water nightly I will dew. 
Or, wanting that, with tears distill'd by moans: 
The obsequies that I for thee will keep z 6 
Nightly shall be to strew thy grave and weep. 

[The Page whistles. 
The boy gives warning something doth ap¬ 
proach. 

What cursed foot wanders this way to-night. 
To cross my obsequies and true love’s rite? 20 
What! with a torch?—muffle me, night, awhile. 

[Retires. 


Enter Romeo and Balthasar, with a torch, 
mattock, &c. 

Rom. Give me that mattock, and the wrenching 
iron. 

Hold, take this letter; early in the morning 
See thou deliver it to my lord and father. 24 
Give me the light: upon thy life I charge thee, 
Whate’er thou hear'st or seest, stand all aloof. 
And do not interrupt me in my course. 

Why I descend into this bed of death, 28 

Is partly, to behold my lady’s face; 

But chiefly to take thence from her dead finger 
A precious ring, a ring that I must use 
In dear employment: therefore hence, be gone: 
But, if thou, jealous, dost return to pry 33 
In what I further shall intend to do. 

By heaven, I will tear thee joint by joint. 

And strew this hungry churchyard with thy 
limbs. 36 

The time and my intents are savage-wild. 
More fierce and more inexorable far 
Than empty tigers or the roaring sea. 

Bal. Iwulbegone,sir,andnottroubleyou. 40 
Rom. So shalt thou show me friendship. 
Take thou that: 

Live, and be prosperous; and farewell, good 
fellow. 

Bal. [Aside.] For all this same, HI hide aw 
here about: 

IBs looks I fear, and his intents I doubt 44 

[Retires. 
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Rom. Thou detestable maw, thou womb of 
death. 

Gorg’d with the dearest morsel of the earth. 
Thus I enforce thy rotten jaws to open, 

[Opens the tomb. 
And, in despite, I’ll cram thee with more food! 

far. This is that banish’d haughty Mon- 
■ tague, 49 

That murder’d my love’s cousin, with which grief 
It is supposed the fair creature died; 

And here is come to do some villanous shame ja 
To the dead bodies: I will apprehend him.— 

[Comes forward. 

Stop thy unhallow’d toil, vile Montague, 

Can vengeance be pursu’d further than death? 
Condemned villain, I do apprehend thee: s$ 
Obey, and go with me: for thou must die. 
Rom. I must, indeed; and therefore came I 
hither. 

Good gentle youth, tempt not a desperate man; 
Fly hence and leave me: think upon these gone; 
Let them affright thee. I beseech thee, youth. 
Put not another sin upon my head 
By urging me to fury: O! be gone: 

By heaven, I love thee better than myself. i 
For I come hither arm’d against myself: 

Stay not, be gone; live, and hereafter say 
A madman’s mercy bade thee run away. 

Par. I do defy thy conjurations, 68 

And apprehend thee for a felon here. 

Rom. Wilt thou provoke me? then have at 
thee, boy! [They fight. 

Page. O Lord! they fight: I will go call the 
watch. [Exit. 

Par. [Falls.] O, I am slain!—If thou be 
merciful, 72 

Open the tomb, lay me with Juliet. [Dies. 

Rom. In faith, I will. Let me peruse this face: 
Mercutio’s kinsman, noble County Paris! 
What said my man when my betossed soul 76 
Did not attend him as we rode? I think 
Tie told me Paris should have married Juliet: 
Said he not so? or did I dream it so? 

Or am I mad, bearing him talk of Juliet, to 
To think it was so? O! give me thy hand, 

One writ with me in sour misfortune's book: 
I'll bury thee in a triumphant grave; 

A grave? O, no! a lanthom, slaughter’d youth. 
For here lies Juliet, and her beauty makes 85 
This vault a feasting presence full of light. 
Death, lie thou there, by a dead man interr’d, 

[Laying pams in the tomb. 
Bow oft when men are at the point of death 88 
Have they been merry! which their keepers call 
A lightning before death: O! how may I 
Call this a lightning? O my love! my wife! 
Death, that hath suck’d the honey of thy breath, 
Hath had no power yet upon thy beauty: 93 
Thou art not conquer’d; beauty’s ensign yet 
Is crimson in thy lips and in thy cheeks. 

And death’s pale flag is not advanced there. »6 
Tybalt, best thou there in tby bloody sheet? 
Ol what more favour can I do to thee, 

Than with that hand that cut thy youth in twain 
To sunder his that was thine enemy? 100 
Forgive me, cousin! Aht dear Juliet, 


Why art thou yet so fhlr? Shall I believe 
That unsubstantial Death is amorous, 

And that the lean abhorred monster keeps 104 
Thee here in dark to be his paramour? 

For fear of that I still will stay with thee, 

And never from this palace of dim night 
Depart again: here, here will I remain 108 
With worms that are thy chambermaids; Ol 
here 

Will I set up my everlasting rest. 

And shake the yoke of inauspicious stars 
From this world-wearied flesh. Eyes, look your 
last! tta 

Arms, take your last embrace! and, lips, O you 
The doors of breath, seal with a righteous ki« 
A dateless bargain to engrossing death! 

Come, bitter conduct, come, unsavoury guide! 
Thou desperate pilot, now at once run on 117 
The dashing rocks thy sea-sick weary bark! 
Here’s to my love 1 [flrinfci.J O true apothecary! 
Thy drugs are quick. Thus with a kiss I die. 120 

[Dies. 


Enter, at the other end of the Churchyard, FRIAR 
LAURENCE, with a lanthom, crow, and spade. 


Fri. L. Saint Francis be my speed! how off 
to-night 

Have my old feet stumbled at graves! Who’s 
there ? 

Bal. Here’s one, a friend, and one that knows 
you well. 

Fri. L. Bliss be upon you 1 Tell me, good my 
friend, 124 

What torch is yond, that vainly lends his light 
To grubs and eyeless skulls? as I discern. 

It bumeth in the Capel’s monument. 

Bal. It doth so, holy sir; and there’s my 
master, 128 

One that you love. 

Fri. L. Who is it? 

Bal. Romeo. 

Fri. L. How long hath he been there? 

Bal. Full half an hour. 

Fri. L. Go with me to the vault. 

Bal. I dare not, sir. 

My master knows not but I am gone hence; 132 
And fearfully did menace me with death 
If I did stay to look on his intents. 

Fri. L. Stay then, I’il go alone. Fear comes 


upon me; 

O! much I fear some ill unluck- ‘hing. 136 
Bal. As I did sleep under this yew-tree here, 
I dreamt my master and another fought. 

And that my master slew him. 

Fri. L. [Advances.] Romeo 1 

Alack, alack! what blood is this which stains 149 
The stony entrance of this sepulchre? 

What mean these masterless and gory swords 
To lie discolour’d by this place of peace? 

_ [Enters the tomb. 

Romeo! O, pale! Who else? what! Paris too? 
And steep’d in blood? Ah! what an unkind 
hour 145 

Is guilty of this lamentable chance. 

The lady stirs. [juuet wakes. 

JuL O, comfortable friar! while is my lord? 
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I do remember well where I should be, 149 
And there 1 am. Where is my Romeo? 

[Noil* within. 

Fri. L. I hear some noise. Lady, come from 
that nest 

Of death, contagion, and unnatural sleep: 15s 
A greater power than we can contradict 
Hath thwarted our intents: come, come away. 
Thy husband in thy bosom there lies dead; 
And Paris too: come. I'll dispose of thee 156 
Among a sisterhood of holy urns. 

Stay not to question, for the watch is coming; 
Come, go, good Juliet. —{Noise again.] I dare 
no longer stay. 

Jul. Go, get thee hence, for I will not away. 

{Exit FRIAR LAURENCE. 

What’s here? a cup, clos’d in my true love’s 
hand ? 161 

Poison, I see, hath been his timeless end. 

O churl! drunk all, and left no friendly drop 
To help me after! I will kiss thy Ups; 164 
Haply, some poison yet doth hang on them, 

To make me die with a restorative. [Kisses him. 
Thy Ups are warm! 

First Watch. IH'Tirfttn.l Lead, boy: which way? 
Jul. Yea, noise? then I’ll be brief. O happy 
dagger! {Snatching ROMEO’S dagger. 

This is thy sheath; ISta&r herself.] there rest, 
and let me die. 170 

{Falls on ROMEO’S body and dies. 

Enter Watch, with the Page of PARIS. 
Fage. This is the place; there where the torch 
doth bum. 

First Watch. The ground is bloody; search 
about the churchyard. 17* 

Go, some of you; whoe’er you find, attach. 

{Exeunt some of the Watch. 
Pittfbl sight! here ues the county slain. 

And Juliet bleeding, warm, and newly dead, 
Who here hath lain these two days buried. 17s 
Go, tell the prince, run to the Capulets, 

Raise up the Montagues, some others search: 

[Exeunt others of the Watch. 
We see the ground whereon these woes do lie; 
But the true ground of all these piteous woes 
We cannot without circumstance descry. iSr 

Re-enter some of the Watch, with Balthasar. 
Sec. Watch. Here’s Romeo’s man; we found 
him in the churchyard. _ . 

First Watch. Hold him in safety, till the 
prince come hither. 

Re-enter other of the Watch, with friar 
LAURENCE. 

Third Watch. Here is a friar, that trembles, 
sighs, and weeps; , . 

We took this mattock and this spade from him. 
As he was coming from this churchyard ride. 
First Watch. A great suspicion; stay the friar 
tOO. *»7 

Enter the prince and Attendants. 
Prince. What misadventure is so early up. 
That calls our person from our morning s rest? 


Enter capulet, lady capulet, and Others. 
Cap. What should it be, that they so shriek 
abroad? 

Lady Cap. The people in the street cry 
Romeo, 

Some Juliet, and some Paris; and all run 19a 
With open outcry toward our monument. 
Prince. What fear is this which startles in 
our ears? 

First Watch. Sovereign, here lies the County 
Paris slain; 

And Romeo dead; and Juliet, dead before, 196 
Warm and new kill’d. 

Prince. Search, seek, and know how this foul 
murder comes. 

First Watch. Here is a friar, and slaughter’d 
Romeo’s man; 

With instruments upon them, fit to open aoo 
These dead men’s tombs. 

Cap. O, heaven!—O wife! look how our 
daughter bleeds! 

This dagger hath mista’en!—for, lo, his house 
Is empty on the back of Montague— *04 

And is mis-sheathed in my daughter’s bosom. 
Uub’ Cap. O me! this sight of death is as a 

That warns my old age to a sepulchre. 

Enter Montague and Others. 

Prince. Come, Montague: for thou art early 
up, to 8 

To see thy son and heir more early down. 
Mon. Alas! my liege, my wife is dead to¬ 
night; 

Grief of my son’s exile hath stopp’d her breath. 
What further woe conspires against mine 
age? a» 

Prince. Look, and thou shalt see. 

Mon. O thou untaught! what manners is in 
this, 

To press before thy father to a grave? 

Prince. Seal up the mouth of outrage for a 
while, sifi 

Till we can clear these ambiguities. 

And know their spring, their head, their true 
descent; 

And then will I be general of your woes. 

And lead you even to death, meantime for¬ 
bear, 220 

And let mischance be slave to patience. 

Bring forth the parties of suspicion. 

Fri. L. 1 am the greatest, able to do least. 
Yet most suspected, as the time and place 224 
Doth make against me, of this direful murder; 
And here I stand, both to impeach and purge 
Myself condemned and myself excus'd. 

Prince. Then say at once what thou dost 
know in this. 238 

Fri. L. I will be brief, for my short date of 
breath 

Is not so long as is a tedious tale. 

Romeo, there dead, was husband to that Juliet; 
And she, there dead, that Romeo’s faithful wife: 
I married them; and their stolen marriage-day 
Was Tybalt's doomsday, whose untimely death 


CO 
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Banish'd the new-made bridegroom from this 
city; 

For whom, and not for Tybalt, Juliet pin'd. 23$ 
You, to remove that siege of grief from her, 
Betroth'd, and wouldhavemarried her perforce, 
To County Paris: then comes she to me, 

And, with wild looks bid me devise some mean 
To rid her from this second marriage, 241 
Or in my cell there would she kill herself. 
Then pve I her,—so tutor’d by my art,— 

A sleeping potion; which so took effect 244 
As I intended, for it wrought on her 
The form of death: meantime I writ to Romeo 
That he should hither come as this dire night, 
To help to take her from her borrow’d grave, 248 
Being the time the potion’s force should cease. 
But he which bore my letter, Friar John, 

Was stay’d by accident, and yesternight 
Return’d my letter back. Then, all done, 232 
At the prefixed hour of her waking, 

Came I to take her from her kindred’s vault, 
Meaning to keep her closely at my cell, 

Till I conveniently could send to Romeo: 256 
But when I came,—some minute ere the time 
Of her awakening,—here untimely lay 
The noble Paris and true Romeo dead. 

She wakes; and I entreated her come forth, 260 
And bear this work of heaven with patience; 
But then a noise did scare me from the tomb, 
And she. too desperate, would not go with me, 
But, as it seems, did violence on herself, 264 
AH this I know; and to the marriage 
Her nurse is privy: and, if aught in this 
Miscarried by my fault, let my old life 
Be sacrific'd, some hour before his time, 268 
Unto the rigour of severest law. 

Prince, We still have known thee for a holy 

man 

Wherc’sRomeo'sman? what can he savin this? 

Bal I brought my master news of Juliet's 
death: 272 

And then in post he came from Mantua 
To this tame place, to this same monument 


This letter he early bid me give his father, 
And threaten'd me with death, going hi the 
vault, 276 

If I departed not and left him there. 

Prince, Give me the letter; I will look on it. 
Whereis thecounty’spage that rais’d the watch ? 
Sirrah, what made your master in this place? 
Page, He came with flowers to strew his 
lady’s grave, 281 

And bid me stand aloof, and so I did; 

Anon, comes one with light to ope the tomb; 
And by and by my master drew on him; 284 
And then I ran away to call the watch. 

Prince . Thisletterdothmakegoodthefriar's 
words, 

Their course of love, the tidings of her death: 
And here he writes that he did buy a poison 288 
Of a poor ’pothecary, and therewithal 
Came to this vault to die, and lie with Juliet 
Where be these enemies ?—Capulet! Montague! 
See what a scourge is laid upon your hate, 292 
That heaven finds means to kill your joys with 
love: 

And I. for winking at your discords too, 
Have lost a brace of kinsmen: all are punish’d. 
Cap, 0 brother Montague! give me thy 
hand: 296 

This is my daughter’s jointure, for no more 
Can I demand. 

Mon. But I can give thee more; 

For I will raise her statue in pure gold; 

That while Verona by that name is known, 300 
There shall no figure at such rate be set 
As that of true and faithful Juliet 
Cap. As rich shall Romeo by his lady he; 
Poor sacrifices of our enmity! 304 

Prince. A glooming peace this morning with 
it brings: 

The sun, for sorrow, will not show his head: 
Go hence, to have more talk of these sad things: 

Some wall be pardon’d, and some punished: 
For never was a story of more woe 309 
Than this of Juliet and hit Romeo. [Extant, 
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ACT I 

Scene I.— Athens. A Hall in timon's House. 

Enter Poet, Painter, Jeweller, Merchant, and 
Others, at several doors. 

Poet. Good day, sir. 

Pain. I am glad you’re well. 

Poet. I have not seen you long. How goes 
the world? 

Pain. It wears, sir, as it grows. 

Poet. Ay, that’s well known; 

But what particular rarity? what strange, 4 
Which manifold record not matches? See, 
Magic of bounty I ail these spirits thy power 
Hath conjur’d to attend. I know the merchant. 
Pain. I know them both; th‘ other ’g a jewel¬ 
ler. t 

Mer. 01 'tis a worthy lord. 

Jew. Nay. that’s most fix’d. 

Mer. A most incomparable man, breath’d, 
as it were. 

To an untirable and contimiate goodness: 

He passes. 

Jew. I have a jewel here— is 

Mer. Olpray.let’ssee'tifortheLordTimon, 
sir? 

Jew. If he will touch the estimate: but, for 
that— 

Poet. When we for recompense have prais’d 
the vile, 

It stains the glory in that happy verse it 
Which aptly siitgs the good. 

Mer. j Looking at the Jewel.] ’Tis a good 
form. 

Jew. And rich: here is a water, look ye. 
Pain. You are rapt, sir, in some wont, some 
dedication 
* To the great lord. 

Poet. A thing slipp’d idly from me. 

Our poesy is as a gum, which oozes « 


From whence 'tis nourish’d: the fire i’ the flint 
Shows not till it be struck: our gentle flame 
Provokes itself, and, like the current flies 14 
Each bound it chafes. What have you there? 
Pain. A picture, sir. When comes your book 
forth? 

Poet. Upon the heels of my presentment, sir. 
Let’s see your piece. as 

Pain. Tis a good piece. 

Poet. So ’tis: this comes off well and excel¬ 
lent. 

Pain, Indifferent. 

Poet. Admlrablet How this grace 

Speaks his own standing 1 what a mental power 
This eye shoots forth 1 how big imagination 33 
Moves in this Up I to the dumbness of the gesture 
One might interpret. 

Pain. It is a pretty mocking of the life. )t 
Here is a touch; is’t good? 

Poet. Til say of it. 

It tutors nature: artificial strife 
Lives in these touches, livelier than life. 

Enter certain Senators, who pass over the stage. 
Pain. How this lord is follow’d! 40 

Poet. The senators of Athens: happy ipanl 
Pain. Look, morel / 

Poet. You see this confluence, this great 
flood of visitors. 

I have, in this rough work, shap’d out a man. 44 
Whom this beneath w orld doth embrace and hug 
With amplest entertainment: my free drift 
Halts not particularly, but moves itself 
In a wide sea of wax: no ieveU’d malice 4I 

Infects one comma in the course I hold; 

But flies an eagle flight, bold and forth on. 
Leaving no tract behind. 

Pain. How shall I understand you? 

Poet. 1 will unbolt to you. p 

You see how all c on di t ions, how all minds— 
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As well of glib and slippery creatures as 
Of grave and austere quality—tender down 
Their services to Lord Timor: his large fortune, 
Upon his good and gracious nature hanging, 5 7 
Subdues and properties to his love and tendance 
All sorts of hearts; yea, from the glass-fac’d 
flatterer 

To Apemantus, that few things loves better 60 
Than to abhor himself: even he drops down 
The knee before him and returns in peace 
Most rich in Timon’s nod. 

Pain. I saw them speak together. 

Poet. Sir, I have upon a high and pleasant 
hill 64 

Feign’d Fortune to be thron'd: the base o’ the 
mount 

Is rank'd with all deserts, all kind of natures. 
That labour on the bosom of this sphere 
To propagate their states: amongst them ail, 63 
Whose eyes are on this sovereign lady fix'd. 
One do I personate of Lord Timon’s frame. 
Whom Fortune with her ivory band wafts to 
her; 

Whose present grace to present slaves and ser¬ 
vants 7* 

Translates his rivals. 

Pain. Tis conceiv’d to scope. 

This throne, this Fortune, and this bill, me- 
thinks. 

With one man beckon’d from the rest below, 
Bowing his head against the steepy mount 76 
To climb his happiness, would be well express'd 
In our condition. 

Poet. Nay, sir, but hear me on. 

All those which were his fellows but of late. 
Some better tlian his value, on the moment 80 
Follow his strides, his lobbies fill with tendance. 
Rain sacrificial whisperings in his ear, 

Make sacred even his stirrup, and through him 
Drink the free air. 

Pain. Ay, marry, what of these? 34 

Poet. When Fortune in her shift and change 
of mood 

Spurns down her late belov*d, all his dependants 
Which labour’d after him to the mountain’s 
top 

Even on their knee* and hands, let him slip 
down, 88 

Not oue accompanying his rffHwfng foot. 

Pain. Tis common: 

A thousand moral paintings I can show 
That shall demonstrate these quick blows of 
Fortune’s 91 

More pregnantly than words. Yet you do well 
To show Lord Timon that mean eyes have seen 
The foot above the head. 

Trumpets sound. Enter LORD timon, address¬ 
ing himself courteously to every suitor; a 
Messenger from ventojius talking with him; 
LUCxtJUS and other servants following. 

Tim. Imprison'd Is he, say you ? 

Mess. Ay, my good lord: five talents is his 
debt, 96 

His means most short, his credi'ors most strait: 
Four honourable letter he desires 
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To those have shut him up; which, failing. 
Periods his comfort. 

Tim. Noble Ventidius! Well; »oo 

I am not of that feather to shake off 
My friend when he must need me. I do know 
him 

A gentleman that well deserves a help. 

Which he shall have: I’ll pay the debt and free 
him. 104 

Mess. Your lordship ever binds him. 

T Commend me to him. I will send his 
ransom; 

And being enfranchis’d, bid him come to me. 
Tis not enough to help the feeble up, 108 
But to support him after. Fare you well. 
Mess. Ail happiness to your honour. [Exit. 

Enter an Old Athenian. 

Old Ath. Lord Timon, hear me speak. 

Freely, good father. 


Tim. 

Old Ath. Thou hast a servant nam’d Lucilius. 
Tim. 1 have so: what of him? 113 

Old Ath. Most noble Timon, call the man 
before thee. 

Tim. Attends he here or no? Ludliust 
Luc. Here, at your lordship’s service. 116 
Old Ath. This fellow here. Lord Timon, this 
thy creature, 

By night frequents my house. I am a man 
That from my first have been inclin’d to thrift, 
And my estate deserves an beir more rais’d 120 
Than one which holds a trencher. 

Tim. Well; what further? 

Old Ath. One only daughter have I, no kin 
else, 

On whom I may confer what I have got: 

The maid is fair, o’ the youngest for a bride, 124 
And 1 have bred her at my dearest cost 
In qualities of the best. This man of thinr 
Attempts her love: I prithee, noble lord. 

Join with me to forbid him her resort; 128 
Myself have spoke in vein. 

Tim. The man is honest. 

Old Ath. Therefore he will be, Timon: 

His honesty rewards him in itself; 

It must not bear my daughter. 

Tim. Does she love him? tjs 

Old Ath. She is young and apt: 

Our own precedent passions do instruct us 
What levity’s in youth. 

Tim. [To lucilius.] Love you the maid? 
Luc. Ay, my good lord, andshe accepts of It. 
Old Ath. If in her marriage my consent be 
missing, 137 

I call the gods to witness, I will choose 
Mine heir from forth the beggars of the world. 
And dispossess her all. 

Tim. How shall she be endow’d. 

If she be mated with an equal husband? 141 
Old Ath. Three talents on the present; in 
future, alL 

Tim. This gentleman of mine hath serv’d me 
long: 

To build his fortune I will strain a little, 144 
For 'tis a bond in men. Give him thy daughter; 
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What you bestow, in him I’D counterpoise. 
And make him weigh with her. 

Old Ath. Most noble lord, 

Pawn me to this your honour, she is his. 14B 
Tim. My hand to thee; mine honour on my 
promise. 

Luc. Humbly I thank your lordship: never 
may 

That state or fortune fall into my keeping 
Which is not ow’d to you! i$a 

[Exeunt LUC 3 LIUS and Old Athenian. 
Poet. Vouchsafe my labour, and long live 
your lordship! 

Tim. I thank you; you shall hear from me 
anon: 

Go not away. What have yon there, my friend? 
Pain. A piece of painting, which I do be¬ 
seech I 5 « 

Your lordship to accept. 

Tim. Painting is welcome. 

The painting is almost the natural man; 

For since dishonour traffics with man’s nature, 
He is but outside: these pencil’d figures are 160 
Even such as they give out. I like your work; 
And you shall find I like it: wait attendance 
Till you hear further from me. 

Pain. The gods preserve you! 

Tim. Well fare you, gentleman: give me your 
hand; 164 

We must needs dine together. Sir, your Jewel 
Hath suffer’d under praise. 

Jew. What, my lord I dispraise? 

Tim. A mere satiety of commendations. 

If I should pay you for't as 'tis extoU’d, 168 
It would unclew me quite. 

Jew. My lord, ’tis rated 

As those which sell would give: but you well 
know. 

Things of like value, differing in the owners. 
Are prized by their masters. Believe’t, dear 
lord, » 7 a 

You mend the jewel by the wearing it. 

Tim. Well mock’d. 

Mer. No. n>y good lord; he speaks the com¬ 
mon tongue. 

Which all men speak with him. _ 176 

Tim. Look, who come* here. Will you be 
chid? 

Enter APEMANTUS. 

Jew. Well bear, with your lordship. 

Mer. He’ll spare none. 

Tim. Good morrow to thee, gentle Apeman- 
tust 

A pern. Till I be gentle, stay thou for thy good 
morrow; . . 180 

When thou art Timon’s dog, and these knave* 
honest 

Tim. Why do«t thou call them knaves? thou 
know* st them not. 

Apem. Are they not Athenians? 

Tim. Yeti »*« 

Apem. Than I repent not 

Jew. You know me, Apemantus? 

Apim. Thou know’st I do; I call’d thee by 
by name. it* 
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Tim. Thou art proud, Apemantus. 

Apem. Of nothing so much as that I am not 
like Timon. 

Tim. Whither art going? 191 

Apem. To knock out an honest Athenian’s 
brains, 

Tim. That's a deed thou’lt die for. 

Apem. Right, if doing nothing be death by 
the law. 197 

Tim. How llkest thou this picture, Apeman¬ 
tus? 

Apem. The best, for the innocence. 200 

Tim. Wrought he not well that painted it? 
Apem. He wrought better that made the 
pa inter; and yet he's but a filthy piece of work. 
Pain. You’re a dog. 204 

Apem. Thy mother’s of my generation: 
what's she, if I be a dog? 

Tim. Wilt dine with me, Apemantus? 

Apem. No; I eat not lords. 208 

Tim. Anthoushouidst, thou’dst anger ladies. 
Apem. O! they eat lords; so they come by 
great bellies. 

Tim. That’s a lascivious apprehension. 212 
Apem. So thou apprehendest it, take it for 
thy labour. 

Tim. How dost thou like this jewel, Ape¬ 
mantus? 2I« 

Apem. Not so well as plain-dealing, which 
will not cost a man a doit. 

Tim. What dost tbou think ’tis worth? 
Apem. Not worth my thinking. How now, 
poetl »2i 

Poet. How now. philosopher 1 
Apem. Thou best. 

Poet. Art not one? 224 

Apem. Yes. 

Poet. Then I lie not. 

Apem. Art not a poet? 

Poet. Yes. 22* 

Apem. Then thou best: look in thy last work, 
where thou hast feigned him a worthy fellow. 
Poet. That’s not feigned; he is so. 231 

Apem. Yes, he is worthy of thee, and to pay 
thee for thy labour: he that loves to be flattered 
is worthy o'the flatterer. Heavens, that I were 

a lord! » 3 J 

Tim. What wouldst do then, Apemantus? 
Apem. Even as Apemantus does now; hate 
a lord with my heart. 238 

Tim. What, thyself? 

Apem. Ay. 

Tim. Wherefore? **1 

Apem. That I had no angty wit to be a lord. 
Art not thou a merchant? 

Mer. Ay, Apetpantus. ass 

Apem. Tramc confound thee, if the gods will 
not! 

Mer. If traffic do It, the gods do it 
Apem. Traffic’s thy god, and thy god con¬ 
found thee! 349 

Trumpet sounds. Enter a Servant 
Tim. What trumpet’s that? 

Serr. Tis Aldbiades, and s ome twenty horse 
Ail of companionship. ajs 
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Tim. Fray, entertain them; give them guide 
to us. {Exeunt tome Attendants. 

You must needs dine with me. Gonotyouhence 
Till I have thanked you; when dinner 'j done. 
Show me this piece, lam joyful of your sights. 

Enter alcibiades, with his Company . 
Most welcome, sir! 

Apem. So, so, there! sj 7 

Aches contract and starve your supple joints! 
That there should be small love 'mongst these 
sweet knaves. 

And all this courtesy! The strain of man’s 
bred out 260 

Alto baboon and monkey. 

Alcib. Sir, you have sav'd my longing, and 
I feed 

Most hungerly on your sight. 

Tim. Right welcome, sir! 

Ere we depart, we’ll share a bounteous time 364 
In different pleasures. Pray you, let us in. 

I Exeunt alt except APEMANTUS. 


Enter two Lords. 

First Lord. What time o’ day is't, Apemantus? 

Apem. Time to be honest. 

First Lord. That time serves still. 368 

Apem. The more accursed thou, that still 
omitt’st it. 

Sec. Lord. Thou art going to Lord Tlmon'i 
feast; 

Apem. Ay; to see meat fill knaves and wine 
neat fools. 273 

Sec. Lord. Fare thee well, fare thee well. 

Apem. Thou art a fool to bid me farewell 
twice. 

Sec. Lord. Why, Apemantus? 

Apem. Shouldst have kept one to thyself, for 
I mean to give thee none. 277 

First Lord. Kang thyself! 

Apem. No, I wflldo nothing at thy bidding: 
make thy requests to thy friend. 380 

Sec. Lord. Away, unpeaceable dog! or I’ll 
spurn thee hence. 

Apem. I will fly, like a dog, the heels of an 
ass. [Exit. 

First Lord. He’s opposite to humanity. 

Come, shall we in, 28s 

And taste Lord Timon's bounty? he outgoes 
The very heart of kindness. 

See. Lord. He pours it out; Plutus, the god 
of gold, 288 

Is but his steward: no meed but he repays 
Sevenfold above itself; no gift to him 
But breeds the giver a return exceeding 391 
AD use of quittance. 

First Lord. The noblest mind he carries 
That ever govern’d man. 

Sec. Lord. Long may he live in fortunes! 
Shall we in? 395 

First Lord. Til keep you company. [Exeunt. 


Seen II .—The Same. A Room of State in 
TMON'S House. 

Hautboys playing laud musk. A great banquet 
s er ve d In; FUAVIUS and Others attending: then 


enter lobs timon, alcduades. Lords, and 
Senators, ventukus and Attendants. Then 
comes, dropping after all, apemantus discon¬ 
tentedly, like himself. 

Ven. Most honour’d Timon, 

It hath pleas'd the gods to remember my father's 
age, 

And call him to long peace. 

He is gone happy, ana has left me rich: 4 

Then, as in grateful virtue I am bound 
To your free heart, I do return those talents. 
Doubled with thanks and service, from whose 
help 

I deriv’d liberty. 

Tim. O! by no means, 8 

Honest Ventidius; you mistake my love; 

I gave it freely ever; and there’s none 
Can truly say he gives, if he receives: 

If our betters play at that game, we must not 
dare 12 

To imitate them; faults that are rich are fair. 
Ven. A noble spirit. 

[They all stand ceremoniously looking 
on TIMON. 

Tim. Nay,mylords,ceremonywasbutdevi*’d 
at first 

To set a gloss on faint deeds, hollow welcomes. 
Recanting goodness, sorry ere 'tis shown; 17 
But where there is true friendship, there needs 
none. 

Pray, sit; more welcome are ye to my fortunes 
Than my fortunes to me. [They sit. 

First Lord. My lord, we always have con¬ 
fess’d it. 21 

Apem. Ho, ho! confess'd it; hang’d it, have 
you not? 

Tim. O! Apemantus, you are welcome. 
Apem. No, 

You shall not make me welcome: 24 

I come to have thee thrust me out of doors. 
Tim. Fie! thou’rt a churl;ye’ve got a humour 
there v 

Does not become a man: *ds much to blame. 
They say, my lords, Ira furor brevis est; 2* 
But yond man Is ever angry. 

Go, let him have a table by himself, 

For he does neither affect company. 

Nor Is he fit for it, indeed. J* 

Apem. Let me stay at thine apperfl, Timon: 
I come to observe; I give thee warning on’t 
Tim. I take no heed of thee; thou’it an 
Athenian, therefore, welcome. I myself would 
have no power; prithee, let my meat make thee 
silent. 3 s 

Apem. I scorn thy meat; ’twould choke me, 
tor I should 

Ne’er flatter thee. O you gods! what a number 
Of men eat Timon, and he sees them not. 4> 
It grieves me to see so many dip their meat 
In one man's Mood; and au die madne ss is. 
He cheers them up too. 44 

I wonder men dare trust tbermelveg with men: 
Methinks they should invite tbtttt without 

knives; . _ 

Good for their meat, and aaftr fix thdr M 
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There’s much example for’t; the fellow that 48 
Sits next him now, parts bread with him, and 
pledges 

The breath of him in a divided draught. 

Is the readiest man to kill himt has been prov*d. 
If I were a huge man, I should fear to drink at 
meals; 52 

Lest they should spy my wind-pipe’s dangerous 
notes: 

Great men should drink with harness on their 
throats. 

Tim. My lord, in heart; and let the health 
go round. 

Sec. Lord. Let it flow this way, my good lord. 

Apem. Flow this way! A brave fellow 1 he 
keeps his tides well. Those healths will make 
thee and thy state look ill, Timon. 

Here’s that which is too weak to be a sinner, 60 
Honest water, which ne’er left man i’ the mire: 
This and my food are equals, there’s no odds: 
Feasts are too proud to give thanks to the gods. 

Xmmortsl gods, X crave no pelf; 64 

X pray for no man but myself: 

Grant 1 may never prove so fond. 

To trust man on his oath or bond; 

Or a harlot for her weeping; 68 

Or a dog that seems a-steeping; 

Or a keeper with my freedom; 

Or my friends, if I should need 'em. 

Amen. So fitll to’t: 7a 

Rich men sin, and X cat root. 

[.Eat* and drinks. 

Much good dich thy good heart, Apemantus! 

Tim. Captain Alcibiades, your heart’s in the 
field now. 76 

Alcib. My heart is ever at your service, my 
lord. 

Tim. You had rather be at a breakfast of 
enemies than a dinner of ftiends. 80 

Aicib. So they were bleeding-new, my lord, 

there’s no meat like ’em: I could wish my best 
friend at such a feast. 

Apem. 'Would all those flatterers were thine 
enemies then, that then thou mightst kill ’em 
and bid me to 'em. as 

First Lord. Might we but have that happi¬ 
ness, my lord, that you would once use our 
hearts, whereby we might express some part 
of our zeals, we should think ourselves for ever 
perfect 91 

Tim. Ol no doubt my good ftiends, but the 
gods themselves have provided that I shall have 
much help ftom you: bow had you been my 
ftiends else? why nave you that charitable title 
from thousands, did not you chiefly belong to 
my heart? I have told more of you to myself 
man you can with modesty speak in your own 
behalf; and thus far I confirm you. O you 
gods! think L what need we have any ftiends, if 
we should ne'er have need of’em ? they were the 
moat needle s s creatures living should we ne’er 
have use for ’em, and would most resemble 
wat instruments hung tip In esses, that keep 
"*ir sounds to themselves. Why, I have often 
mshed myself poorer that I might come nearer 
to you. We are born to do benefits; and wluu 


better or inoperer can we call our own than the 
riches of our ftiends? Ol what a precious com¬ 
fort ’Us, to have so many, like brothers, com¬ 
manding one another’s fortunes. O joyt e’en 
made away ere it can be bom. Mine eyes cannot 
hold out water, methinka: to forget their faults, 

I drink to you. 

Apem. Thou weepest to make them drink, 
Timon. < 116 

Sec. Lord. Joy had the like conception in our 
eyes, 

And, at that instant, like a babe, sprung up. 
Apem. Ho, hot I laugh to think that babe a 
bastard. 

Third Lord. I promise you, my lord, you 
mov’d me much. 120 

Apem. Much! ITucket sounded. 

Tim. What means that trump? 

Enter a Servant. 

How now I 

Serv. Please you, my lord, there are certain 
ladies most desirous of admittance. 124 
Tim. Ladies? What are their wills? 

Serr. There comes with them a forerunner, 
my lord, which bean that office, to signify their 
pleasures. 128 

Tim. I pray, let them be admitted. 

Enter cupid. 

Cup. Hail to thee, worthyTimon: and to all 
That of his bounties taste! The five best senses 
Acknowledge thee their patron; and come 
freely 132 

To gratulate thy plenteous bosom. Th’ ear, 
Taste, touch, smell, pleas’d ftom thy table rise; 
They only now come but to feast thine eyes. 
Tim. They are welcome all; let ’em have 
kind admittance: 136 

Music, make their welcome! [Exit arm. 
First Lord. You see, my lord, how ample 
you’re belov’d. 

Music. Re-enter cupid, with a morgue 0/ Ladies 
a* Amazons, with lutes in their hands, dancing 
and playing. 

Apem. Hoy-day! what a sweep of vanity 
comes this way: 

They dance! they are mad women. 140 
Like madness is the glory of this life. 

As this x>omp shows to a little oil and root. 
We make ourselves fools to disport ourselves; 
And spend our flatteries to drink those men 144 
Upon whose age we void it up again. 

With poisonous spite and envy. 

Who fives that’s not depraved or depraves? 
Who dies that bears not one spurn to their 
graves ret 

Of tndr friend’s gift? 

I should fear those that dance before me now 
Would one day stamp upon me: it has been 
done; 

Men shut their doors against a setting sun. i$s 

The Lords rise from table, with much adoring 
of timon; and to show (heir lores each singles, 
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out an Amazon, andalldance, men with women, 
a lofty strain or two to the hautboys, and cease. 
Tim. You have done our pleasures much 
grace, fair ladies, 

Set a fair fashion on our entertainment, 
Which was not half so beautiful and kind; 
You have added worth unto't and lustre, 156 
And entertain’d me with mine own device; 

I am to thank you for’t. 

First Lady. My lord, you take us even at the 
best. 

Apem. Faith, for the worst is filthy; and 
would not hold taking, I doubt me. 161 

Tim. Ladies, there is an idle banquet 
Attends you: please you to dispose yourselves. 
All Lad. Most thankfully, my lord. 164 
[Exeunt cupid and Ladies. 

Tim. Flavius! 

Flay. My lord! 

Tim. The little casket bring me hither. 
Flay. Yes,tnylord. [Aside.] Morejewelsyetl 
There is no crossing him in's humour; 168 
Else I should tell him well, i' faith, I should. 
When all’s spent, he’d be cross’d then, an he 
could. 

Tis pity bounty had not eyes behind. 

That man might ne’er be wretched for his mind. 

{Exit. 

First Lord. Where be our pen ? 173 

Serv. Here, my lord, in readiness. 

Sec. Lord. Our horses! 


Re-enter flavius with the Casket. 

Tim. O, my friends 11 have one word to say 
to you; 176 

Look you, my good lord, 

I must entreat you, honour me so much 
As to advance this jewel; accept it and wear it. 
Kind my lord. 180 

First Lord. I am so far already in your gifts— 
AU. So are we all. 

Enter a Servant 

Serv. My lord, there are certain nobles of the 
senate 

Newly alighted, and come to visit yon. 184 

Tim. They are fairly welcome. 

Ftav. I beseech your honour, 

Vouchsafe me a word; it does concern you near. 
Tim. Near! why then another time I’ll hear 
thee. 

I prithee, let’s be provided to show them enter¬ 
tainment 188 

Flav. [Aside.] I scarce know how. 

Enter another Servant 
Sec. Sere. May it please your honour. Lord 
Lucius, 

Out of his free love, hath presented to yon 
Four milk-white horses, trapp'd in silver, res 
Tim. Ishall accept themfairly;let the presents 
Be worthily entertain’d. 

Enter a third Servant 

How now! what news? 
Third Serv. Pl es s c yo u, my lord, that honour¬ 
able gentleman. Lord Lucullus, eotteata your 


company to-morrow to hunt with him, and has 
sent your honour two brace of greyhounds. 198 
Tim. I'll hunt with him; and let them be 
receiv’d. 

Not without fair reward. 

Flav. [ Aside .J What will this come to? 

He commands us to provide, and give great 
gifts, soi 

And all out of an empty cofTer: 

Nor will he know his purse, or yield me this. 
To show him what a beggar his heart is, 304 
Being of no power to make his wishes good. 
His promises fly so beyond his state 
That what he speaks is all in debt; he owes 
For every word: he is so kind that he now 208 
Pays interest for’t; his land’s put to their books. 
Well, would I were gently put out of office 
Before I were forc'd out! 

Happier he that has no friend to feed 212 
Than such as do e’en enemies exceed. 

I bleed inwardly for my lord. [Exit. 

Tim. You do yourselves 

Much wrong, you bate too much of your own 
merits: 

Here, my lord, a trifle of our love. 216 

Sec. Lord. With more than common thanks 
I will receive it. 

Third Lord. O! he’s the very soul of bounty. 
Tim. And now I remember, my lord, you 


gave 

Good words the other day of a bay courser 220 
I rode on: it is yours, because you lik’d it. 
Third Lord. OS I beseech you, pardon me, 
my lord, in that. 

Tim. You may take my word, my lord; I 
know no man 

Can justly praise but what he does affect: 224 
I weigh my friend’s affection with mine own; 
I’ll tell you true. I’ll call to you. 

All Lords. Ol none so welcome. 

Tim. I take all and your several visitations 
So kind to heart, ’tis not apough to give; 228 
Methinks, I could deal kingdoms to my friends. 
And ne’er be weary. Alcibiades, 

Thou art a soldier, therefore seldom rich; 

It comes in charity to thee; for all thy living 
Is ’mongst the dead, and all the lands thou hast 
Lie in a pitch’d field. 

Alcib. Ay,defil’dland,mylord. 

First Lord. We are so virtuously bound.— 
Tim. And so 

Am I to you. 

Sec. Lord. So infinitely endear’d,— *36 

Tim. All to you. Lights, more lights! 

First Lord. The best of happiness. 

Honour, and fortunes, keep with you. Lord 
Timon! 

Tim. Ready for his friends. 

[Exeunt alopiades, Lords, Ac. 
Apem. What a coB’s here 1 

Serving of becks and Jutting out of bums! 240 
I doubt whether their legs be worth the sums 
That are given for ’em. Friendship ’a full of 

(Use hearts should never have sound 



scene nl 801 UMON OF ATHENS 


Hsus honest fools lay oat their wealth on curt¬ 
sies. 244 

Tim. Now, Apemantus, if thou wert not 
sullen, 

X would be good to thee. 

Apem. No, I’ll nothing; for if I should be 
bribed too, there would be none left to rail upon 
thee, and then thou wouldst sin the faster. Thou 
givest so long, Timon, I fear me thou wilt give 
away thyselfin paper shortly; what need these 
feasts, pomps, and vain-glories? 252 

Tim. Nay, an you begin to rail on society 
once, I am sworn not to give regard to you. 
Farewell; and come with better music. [Exit. 

Apem. So: 256 

Thou wilt not hear me now; thou shalt not then; 
I’ll lock thy heaven from thee. 

O! that men's ears should be 

To counsel deaf, but not to flattery. [Exit. 


Caph . I will, sir. 

Sen. Go. [Exeunt. 

Scene EL —The Same. A Hall in tmon’s 
House. 

Enter FLAVIUS, with many bills in his hand. 
Flav. No care, no stopl so senseless of ex¬ 
pense. 

That he win neither know how to maintain it. 
Nor cease his flow of riot: takes no account 
How things go from him, nor resumes no care 4 
Of what is to continue: never mind 
Was to be so unwise, to be so kind. 

What shall be done? He will not hear, till feel: 
I must be round with him, now he comes from 
hunting. 8 

Fie, fie, fie, fie I 

Enter CAPms, and the Servants of Isidore j 
and varro. 


ACT n 

Scene I.— Athens. A Room in a Senator’s 
House. 

Enter a Senator, with papers in his hand. 
Sen. And late, five thousand: to Varro and 
to Isidore 

He owes nine thousand; besides my former sum, 
Which makes it five-and-twenty. Still in motion 
Of raging waste! It cannot hold; it will not. 4 
If I want gold, steal but a beggar’s dog 
And give it Timon, why, the dog coins gold; 
If I would sell my horse, and buy twenty more 
Better than he, why, give my horse to Timon, 8 
Ask nothing, give it him, it foals me, straight. 
And able horses. No porter at his gate. 

But rather one that smiles and still invites 
All that pass by. It cannot hold; no reason 12 
Can found his state in safety. Caphis, hoi 
Caphis, I sayl 


Enter CAPHIS. 

Caph. Here, sir; what is your pleasure? 
Sen. Get on your cloak, and haste you to 
Lord Timon; 

Importune him for my moneys; be not ceas’d 16 
With slight denial, nor then sUenc’d when— 

‘ Commend me to your master’—and the cap 
Plays in the right hand, thus;—but tell him. 
My uses cry to me; I must serve my turn 20 
Out of mine own; his days and times are past. 
And my reliances on his fracted dates 
Have smit my credit: I love and honour him. 
But must not break my back to heal his finger; 
Immediate are my needs, and my relief as 
Must not be toss’d and turn’d to me in words, 
But find supply immediate. Get you gone: 
Put on a most importunate aspect, 28 

A visage of demand; for, I do fear, 

When every feather sticks in his own wing, 
Lord Timon will be left a naked gull, 

Which Sashes now a phoenix. Get you gone. 32 
* Caph. 1 go, sir. 

Sen. *1 go, sirl’ Take the bonds along with 


And'hai 


have the dates in compt. 


Caph. Good even, Varro. What! 

You come for money? 

Var. Serv. Is ’t not your business too? 
Caph. It is: and yours too, Isidore? 

Isid. Serv. It is SO. 

Caph. Would we were all discharg'd! 

Var. Serv. I fear it. 12 

Caph. Here comes the lord! 

Enter timon, alqbiades, and Lords, Ac. 
Tim. So soon as dinner’s done, we’ll forth 
again. 

My Aldbiades. With me? what is your will? 
Caph. My lord, here is a note of certain dues. 
Tim. Dues! whence are you? 

Caph. Of Athens here, my lord. 17 

Tim. Go to my steward. 

Caph. Please it your lordship, he bath put 
me off 

To the succession of new days tlik month: 20 
My master is awak’d by great occasion 
To call upon his own; and humbly prays you 
That with your other noble parts you’ll suit 
In giving him his right. 

Tim. Mine honest friend, 24 

I prithee, but repair to me next morning. 
Caph. Nay, good my lord,— 

Tim. Contain thyself, good friend. 

Var. Serv. One Varro's servant, my good 
lordj— 

Isid. Serv. From Isidore; 

He humbly prays your speedy payment. as 
Caph. If you did know, my lord, my master’s 
wants,— 

Var. Serv. Twas due on forfeiture, my lord, 
six weeks 
And past. 

Isid. Serv. Your steward puts me off, my 
lord; 32 

And I am sent expressly to your lordship. 

Tim. Give me breath, 

I do beseech you, good my lords, keep on; 

I'll wait upon you instantly. 

[Exeunt alcbiades and Lords. 
ITo flavius.] Come hither: pray you, *6 
How goes the world, that I am thus encounter'd 
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With clamorous demands of date-broke bonds. 
And the detention of kmg-since-due debt*. 
Against my honour? 

Flat. Please you, gentlemen, 40 

The time is unagreeable to this business: 
Your importunacy cease till after dinner, 

That I may make his lordship understand 
Wherefore you are not paid. 

Tim. Do so, my friends. 44 

See them well entertained. [Exit. 

Flat. Pray, draw near. {Exit. 


Enter apemantus and Fool. 

Caph. Stay, stay; here comes the fool with 
Apemantus: let’s ha’ some sport with 'em. 
Var. Sen. Hang him, he’ll abuse us. ** 
hid. Sen. A plague upon him, dog! 

Var. Sen. How dost, fool? 

Apem. Dost dialogue with thy shadow? 

Var. Serv. I speak not to thee. 5 » 

Apem. No; *us to thyself. [To the Fool.] 
Come away. 

hid. Serv. [To var. Serv.] There’s the fool 
hangs on your bade already. ft 

Apem. No, thou stand'st single; thou’rt not 
on him yet. 

Caph. Where's the fool now? 

Apem. He last asked the question. Poor 
rogues, and usurers' men! bawds between gold 
and want! 61 

All Serv. What are we, Apemantus? 

Apem. Asses. 

All Sen. Why? *4 

Apem. That you ask me what you are, and do 
not hnow yourselves. Speak to ’em, fool. 
Fool How do you, gentlemen? 

All Sen. Grameroes, good fool. How does 
your mistress? 69 

Fool. She’s e’en setting on water to scald 
such ch ickens as you are. Would we could see 
you at Corinth! 7 * 

Apem. Good! gramercy. 


Enter Page. 

Fool. Look you, here comes my mistress’ 

[To Me Fool.] Why, how now, captain 1 
what do you in this wise company ? How dost 
thou, Apemantus? 

Apem. Would I had a rod in my mouth, that 
I might answer thee profitably. So 

Page. Prithee, Apemantus, read me the 
superscription of these letters: I know not 
which is which. 

Apem. Canst not read? »4 

Page. No. 

Apem. There will little learning die then 
that day thou art hanged. This is to Lord 
Timon; this to Aldbiadea. Go; thou wastbom 
• bastard, and thou’It die a bawd. 89 

Page. Thou watt whelped a dog, and thou 
shall famish a dog’s death. Answer not; I am 
gone. IExit Page. 

Apem. E’en so thou outrunn’st grace.— 
Fool, I will go with you to Lord Timon’s. 

Fool. Win you leave me there? 


Apem. U Timon stay at noma. You thrss 
serve three usurers? 97 

All Serv. Ay; would they served us! 

Apem. So would I, as good a trick as ever 
hangman served thief. ioo 

Fool. Are you three usurers’ men? 

All Sen. Ay, fool. 

Fool. I think no usurer but has a fool to Us 
servant: my mistress is one, and I am her fool. 
When men come to borrow of your masters, 
they approach sadly, and go away merry; but 
they enter my mistress’ house merrily, and go 
away sadly: the reason of this? ids 

Var. Sen. I could render one. 

Apem. Do it, then, that we may account thee 
a wboremaster and a knave; which, notwith¬ 
standing, thou shalt be no less esteemed, m 
Var. Serv. What Is a whoremaster, fool? 
Fool. A fool in good clothes, and something 
like thee. ’Tis a spirit: sometime ’t appears 
like a lord; sometime like a lawyer; sometime 
like a philosopher, with two stones more than's 
artificial one. He is very often like a knight; 
and generally in atl shapes that man goes up 
and down in {torn fourscore to thirteen, this 
spirit walks in. 121 

Var. Serv. Thou art not altogether a fool. 
Fool. Nor thou altogether a wise man: as 
much foolery as I have, so much wit thou 
lackest. 123 

Apem. That answer might have become Ape- 
mantus. 

All Serv. Aside, aside; here comes Lord 
Timon. 129 


Re-enter timon and flavius. 

Apem. Come with me. Tool. come. 

Fool. I do not always follow lover, elder, 
brother and woman; sometime the philosopher. 

[Exeunt apemantus and Fool. 
Flat. Pray you, walk near; I’ll speak with 
you anon. [Exeunt Servants. 

Tim. You make me marvel: wherefore, ere 
this time. 

Had you not fully laid my state before me, 
That I might so have rated my expense 13s 
As I had reave of means? 

Flat. You would not hear me. 

At many leisures I propos’d. 

Tim. Go to: 

Perchance some single vantages you took. 
When my indisposition put you back; 140 
And that unaptness made your minister. 

Thus to excuse yourself. 

Flat. O my good lord! 

At many times I brought in my accounts. 
Laid them before you; you would throw diem 

off, »44 


wept: 

Yea, ’gainst the authority of m a nn e r s, pray d 

VOU *4® 

To hold your hand more dose: I did endure 
Not seldom, nor no slight checks, whan I have 




The breath b gone whereof this praise is made: 
Feast-won, fast-lost, one cloud of winter 
■bowers. 

These flies are couch’d. 

Tim. Come, sermon me no farther; 

No vfllanons bounty yet bath pass’d my heart; 
Unwisely, not ignobly, have I given. 184 
Why dost thou weep? Canst thou the conscience 


To think I shall lack friends? Secure thy heart; 
If I would broach the vessels of my love, 

And try the argument of hearts by borrowing. 
Men and men’s fortunes could I frankly use 189 
As I can bid thee speak. 

Flay. Assurance Wees your thoughts! 
Tim. And, in sosns sort, theae wants of mine 
are crown'd, . 

That 1 account them bVrasints; for by these iy» 
Shall I try friends. Yod shall perceive how you 
Mistakemy fortunes; lam wealthy Jnmy friends. 
Within there! FlammiusI Servmosl 

Enter njumam, mnvmus, and other 
Servants. 

Strt. My lord! my lord! red 

1 Tim. I wfll disnatch you severally: ran, to 
tens Lodut; to Lord Luculhn yon: 1 hunted 
with Me honour to-day; yon, to S omp tc ni u s. 


[To a Servant.] Go to Ventidios.— [To FLA- 
vrus.] Prithee, be not tad, 

Thou art true and honest; ingenuously I speak. 
No blame belongs to thee.— (To Servant.} Ven- 
tidlus lately ass 

Buried his father; by whose death he'a Stepp d 
Into a great estate; when he was porn. 
Imprison’d and in scarcity of friends, 

1 clear'd him with five talents; greet trim from 
me; *3* 

Bid him suppose some good necessity 
Touches his friend, which craves to be remem¬ 
ber’d 

With those five talents. [Exit Servant] [To 
rLAvius.] That had, give’t these fellows 
To whom ‘ds Instant due. Ne’er speak, or think 
That Timon’sfortunes’monghisfnends can sink. 
Flay. I would 1 could not think it: that 
thought is bounty’s foe; ass 

Being free itself, it thinks all others so. [Exeunt. 

ACT in 

Sons V—Athens. A Room in lucuilus* 
Home. 

HAMMta waUt v. Enter a Servant to Urn. 
Sery. I have told my lord of yon; he boom, 
tag down to you. 
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Flam. I thank you, iir. 

Enter LUCULLUS. 

Sen. Here's my lord. 4 

Lucul. [Aside.] One ofLordTlmon’n men! a 
gift, I warrant Why, this hits rightjl dreamt 
of a silver bason and ewer to-nighL Flaminius, 
honest Flaminius, you are very respectively wel¬ 
come, sir. Fill me some wine. [Exit Servant.] 
And how does that honourable, complete, free¬ 
hearted gentleman of Athens, thy very bountiful 
good lord and master? is 

Flam. His health is well, sir. 

Lucul. I am right glad that his health is well, 
sir. And what hast thou there under thy cloak, 
pretty Flaminius? x6 

Flam. Faith, nothing but an empty box, sir; 
which, in my lord's behalf, 1 come to entreat 
your honour to supply; who, having great and 
Instant occasion to use fifty talents, hath sent to 
your lordship to furnish him, nothing doubting 
your present assistance therein. aa 

Lucul. La, la. la, la I* nothing doubting,’says 
be? Alas! good lord; a noble gentleman ’tis, if 
he would not keep so good a house. Many a 
time and often I ha’ dined with him, and told 
him on’t; and come again to supper to him, of 
purpose to have him spend less; and yet he 
would embrace no counsel, take no warning by 
my coming. Every man has his fault, and 
honesty is his; I ha’ told him on't, but I could 
ne’er get him from it. 33 

Re-enter Servant with wine. 

Sen. Please your lordship, here Is the wine. 
Lucul. Flaminius, I have noted thee always 
wise. Here’s to thee. 

Flam. Your lordship speaks your pleasure. 36 
Lucul. I have observed thee always for a 
towardly prompt spirit, give thee thy due, and 
one that knows what belongs to reason; and 
canstusethe time well, if the time use thee well: 
good parts in thee. [To the Servant.]—Get you 

K ne, sirrah.— [Exit Servant.? Draw nearer, 
nest Flaminius. Thy lord's a bountiful gentle¬ 
man; but thou art win, and thou knowest well 
enough, although thou comest to me, that this 
is no time to lend money, especially upon bare 
friendship, without security. Here's three soli- 
dares for thee: good boy, wink at me, and say 
thou rawest me not Fare thee well. 48 

Flam. Is’t possible the world should so much 
differ, 

And we alive that liv’d ? Fly, damned baseness, 

To him that worships thee. 52 

(Throwing the money away. 
Lucul. Hal now 1 see thou art a fool, and fit 
far thy master. [Exit. 

Flam. May these add to the number that 
may scald thee! 

Let molten coin be thy damnation. 56 

Thou disease of a friend, and not himself! 

Hu friendship such a faint and milky heart 
It tarns in leu than two nights? O you gods! 
libel my master’s passion. This slave unto his 
honour 60 


Has my lord’s meat in him: 

Why should it thrive and turn to nutriment 
When he is turn’d to poison? 

O! may diseases only work upon’t, 64 

And, when he’s sick to death, let not that part 
of nature 

Which my lord paid for, be of any power 
To expel sickness, but prolong his hour. [Exit. 

Scene H. —The Same. A Public Place. 

Enter lucjus, with three Strangers. 

Luc. Who, the Lord Timon? he is my very 
good friend, and an honourable gentleman. 

First Stran. We know him for no less, though 
we are but strangers to him. But I can tell you 
one thing, my lord, and which I hear from 
common rumours: now Lord Tlmon’s happy 
hours are done and past, and his estate shrinks 
from him. 8 

Luc. Fie, no, do not believe It; be cannot 
want for money. 

Sec. Stran. But believe you this, my lord, 
that, not long ago, one of his men was with the 
Lord Lucullus. to borrow so many talents, nay, 
urged extremely for’t, and showed what neces¬ 
sity belonged to’t, and yet was denied. 

Luc. How! »« 

Sec. Stran. 1 tell you, denied, my lord. 

Luc. What a strange case was that! now, be¬ 
fore the gods, I am ashamed on‘t. Denied that 
honourable man! there was very little honour 
showed in’t. For my own part, I must needs 
confess, I have received some small kindnesses 
from him, as money, plate, jewels, and such like 
trifles, nothing comparing to his; yet, had he 
mistook him, and sent to me, I should ne’er have 
denied his occasion so many talents. 26 

Enter SEnvtLrus. 

Senil. See, by good hap, yonder ’$ my lord: 
I have sweat to see his honour. [To lucius.] 
My honoured lord! k 
Luc. Servilius! you are kindly met, sir. 
Fare thee well: commend me to thy honourable 
virtuous lord, my very exquisite friend. 3a 

Senil. May it please your honour, my lord 
hath sent— 

Luc. Ha! what has he sent? I am so much 
endeared to that lord: he’s ever sending: how 
shall I thank him, thlnkest thou? Ana what 
has he sent now? 3> 

Senil. He has only sent his present occasion 
now, my lord; requesting your lordship to sup¬ 
ply his instant use with so many talents. 41 
Luc. I know his lordship is but merry with 
me; 

He cannot want fifty-five hundred talents. 
Servil. But in the mean time be wants less, 
my lord. 44 

If his occasion were not virtuous. 

I should not urge it half so faithfully. 

Luc. Dost thou speak seriously, Servilius? 
Senil. Upon my soul, ’tis true, sir. 4 * 

Luc. Whata wicked beast was I to disfUrnish 

myself against such s good time, when I might 
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ha’ shown myself honourable! how uinuckily it 
happened, that I should purchase the day be¬ 
fore for a little part, and undo a great deal of 
honour! Servilius, now, before the gods, I am 
not able to do; the more beast, I say; 1 was 
seuding to use Lord Timon myself, these gentle¬ 
men can witness; but 1 would not, for the wealth 
of Athens, I had done it now. Commend me 
bountifully to his good lordship; and 1 hope his 
honour will conceive the fairest of me, because 1 
have no power to be kind: and tell him this 
from me, 1 count it one of my greatest afflic¬ 
tions say, that 1 cannot pleasure such an ho¬ 
nourable gentleman. Good Servilius, will you 
befriend me so far as to use mine own words 
to him'; b6 

Servil. Yes, sir, I shall. 

Luc. I’ll look you out a good turn, Servilius. 

[Exit SERVILIUS. 

True, as you said, Timon is shrunk indeed; 
And lie that’s once denied will hardly speed. 

| Exit. 

First Strati. Do you observe this, Hostiiius? 
Sec. Stran. Ay, loo well. 

First Stran. Why this is the world's soul; 
and just of the same piece 72 

Is every flatterer’s spirit. Who can call him 
His friend tliat dips in the same dish? for, in 
My knowing, Timon has been this lord’s father, 
And kept his credit with his purse, 76 

Supported his estate; nay, Timon’s money 
Has paid his men their wages; he ne'er drinks 
But Timon's silver treads upon his lip; 

And yet, O! see the monstrousness of man, 80 
When he looks out in an ungrateful shape, 

He does deny him, in respect of his, 

What charitable men afford to beggars. 

Third Stran. Religion groans at ft. 

First Stran. For mine own part, 84 

I never tasted Timon in my life. 

Nor came any of his bounties over me. 

To mark me for his friend; yet, X protest, 

For his right noble mind, illustrious virtue, 88 
And honourable carriage. 

Had his necessity made use of me, 

I would have put my wealth into donation, 

A nd the best half should have return’d to him, 92 
So much 1 love his heart. But, I perceive, 
Men must leant now with pity to dispense; 
For policy sits above conscience. [ Exeunt. 

Scene DI .—The Same. A Room in 
sempronius's House. 

Enter sempronius and a Servant of timon’s. 
Sem. Must he needs trouble me in't. Hum! 
’bove all others? 

He might have tried Lord Lucius, or Lucullus; 
And now Ventidius is wealthy too. 

Whom he redeem’d from prison: all these 4 
Owe their estates unto him. 

Serv. My lord, 

■They have ail been touch’d and found base 
metal, for 

They have all denied him. . , , ,, „ 
Sens. Howl have they denied him? 


Have Ventidius and Lucullus denied him? 8 
And does he send to me? Three? hum! 

It shows but little love or judgment in him: 
Must I be hislastrefuge ? His friends, like physi¬ 
cians. 

Thrice give him over; must I take the cure upon 
me? i2 

He has much disgrac’d me in’t; I’m angry at 
him, 

Tha t might have known my place. I see no sense 
for’t. 

But his occasions might have woo’d me first; 
For, in my conscience, 1 was the first man 10 
That e'er received gift from hint: 

And does he think so backwardly of me now, 
That i'll requite it last? No: 

So it may prove an argument of laughter so 
To the rest, and I 'mongst lords be thought a 
fool. 

I had rather than the worth of thrice the sum. 
He had sent to me first, but for my mind’s sake; 
I’d such a courage to do him good. But now 
return, 24 

And with their faint rerly this answer join; 
Who bates mine honour shall not know my 
coin. [Lxir. 

Serv. Excellent! Your lordship’s a goodly 
villain. The devil knew not what he diu when 
lie made man politic; he crossed himself by’t: 
and I cannot think but in the end the villahies 
of man will set him clear. Kow fairly this lord 
strives to appear foul! takes virtuous copies to 
be wicked, like those that under hot ardent zeal 
would set w hole realms on fire: 

Of such a nature is his politic love. 

This was my lord's best hope; now all are fled 36 
Save only the g^ds. Now his friends are dead. 
Doors, that were ne’er acquainted with their 
wards 

Many a bounteous year, must be employ’d 
Now to guard sure their master: 40 

And tiiis is all a liberal course allows: 

Who cannot keep bis wealth must keep his 
house. lExit. 

Scene IV. —The Same. A Hall in timon’s 
House. 

Enter two Servants of varro, and the Servant 
of lucius, meeting tttus, hortensius, and 
other Servants to timon’s Creditors, waiting 
his coming out. 

First Var. Serv. Well met; good tnotTOW, 
Titus and Hortensius. 

Tit. The like to you, kind Varro. 

Uor. Lucius I 

What! do we meet together! 

Luc. Ser. Ay, and I think 

One business does command us all; for mine 4 
Is money. 

Tit. So it their* and oars. 

Enter fhilotus. 

Lite. Serv. And Sir Philotus tool 

Phi. Good day at once. 

Luc. Serv. Welcome, good brother. 
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What do you think the hoar? 

Phi. Labouring for nine. s 

Luc. Serv. So much? 

Phi. Is not my lord seen yet? 

Luc. Serv. Not yet. 

Phi. I wonder on’t; he was wont to shine at 
seven. 

Luc. Serv. Ay, but the days are waxed shorter 
with him: 

You must consider that a prodigal course ra 
Is like the sun's; but not, like liis, recoverable. 
I fear, 

Tis deepest winter in Lord Timon's purse; 
That is, one may reach deep enough, and yet 16 
Find little. 

Phi. I am of your fear for that. 

Til. I’ll show you how to observe a strange 
event. 

Your lord sends now for money. 

Bor. Most true, he does. 

Tit. And he wears jewels now of Timon's gift. 
For which 1 wait for money. az 

Bor. It is against my heart. 

Luc. Serv. Mark, how strange it shows, 
Timon in this should pay more than he owes: 
And e’en as if your lord should wear rich jewels. 
And send for money for ’em. a 5 

Hot. I’m weary of this charge, the gods can 
witness: 

I know my lord hath spent of Timon's wealth. 
And now ingratitude makes it worse than 
stealth. 28 

First Var. Serv. Yet, mine’s three thousand 
crowns; what’s yours? 

Luc. Serv. Five thousand mine. 

First Var. Serv. 'Tis much deep: and it should 
seem by the sum. 

Your master’s confidence was above mine; 3a 
Else, surely, his had equall'd. 

Enter FLAMINIUS. 

Tit. One of Lord Timon’s men. 

Luc. Serv. Flaminius! Stfr, a word. Pray, is 
my lord ready to come forth? 36 

Flam. No, indeed, he is not. 

Tit. We attend his lordship; pray, signify so 
much. 

Flam. I need not tell him that; he knows 
yon are too diligent. [Exit flaminius. 

Enter FLAVIUS In a cloak, muffled. 

Luc. Serv. Ha I is not that his steward muffled 
so? 

Hegoes away in a cloud: call him, call him. 
Tit. Do you hear, sir? 44 

See. Var. Serv. By your leave, sir. 

Ftav. What do you ask of me, my friend? 
Tit. We wait for certain money here, sir. 
Flat. Ay, 

If money were as certain as your waiting, 

T w*ra sure enough. 

Why then preferr’d you not your sums and bills, 
When your false masters eat of my lord’s meat ? 
Then they could smile and fawn upon his debts. 
And take down the interest into their gluttonous 

was, 33 


Yon do yourselves but wrong to stir me op; 
Let me pass quietly: 

Believe‘t, my lord and I have made an end; 58 
I have no more to reckon, he to mend. 

Luc. Serv. Ay, but this answer will not serve. 
FUtv. If ’twill not serve, *ds not so base as 
you; 

For you serve knaves. [Exit. 

First Var. Serv. How I what doeshlscashiered 
worship mutter? 62 

Sec. Var. Serv. No matter what; he’s poor, 
and that’s revenge enough. Who can speak 
broader than he that has no house to put his 
head in? such may rail against great buildings. 

Enter savtuus. 

Tit. O! here's Servilius; now we shall know 
some answer. 68 

Servil. If I might beseech you, gentlemen, to 
repair some other hour, I should derive much 
from't; for, take’t of my soul, my lord leans 
wondrously to discontent His comfortable 
temper has forsook him; he’s much out of 
health, and keeps his chamber. 

Luc. Serv. Many do keep their chambers am 
not sick: 

And, if it be so far beyond bis health, 7* 
Methinks he should the sooner pay his debts. 
And make a clear way to the gods. 

Servil. Good gods! 

Tit. We cannot take this for answer, sir. 
Flam. [Within.] Servilius, help! my lord! 
my lord! So 

Enter timon in a rage; FLAMINIUS 
following. 

Tim. What! are my doors oppos’d against 
my passage? 

Have I been ever free, and most my house 
Be my retentive enemy, my gaol? 

The place which I have feasted, does it now, *4 
Like all mankind, show trie an iron heart? 
Luc. Serv. Put in now, Titus. 

Tit. My lord, here is my bill. 

Luc. Serv. Here's mine. ** 

Hot. And mine, my lord. 

Both Var. Serv. And ours, my lord. 

Phi. All our bills. 

Tim. Knock me down with’em: cleave me to 
the girdle. ** 

Luc. Serv. Alas! my lord,— 

Tim. Cut say heart in sums. 

Tit. Mine, fifty talents. 

Tim. Tell out my blood. ** 

Luc. Serv. Five thousand crowns, my lord. 
Tim. Five thousand drops pays that. What 
yours? and yours? 

First Var. Serv. My lord,— 

Sec. Var. Sen. My lord,— . '°® 

Tim. Tear me, take me; and the gods fall 
uponyout [Exit. 

Bor. Faith, I perceive our masters may 
throw their caps at their money: these debts 
may well be called desperate ones, for a mad¬ 
man owes 'em. [Exeunt. 
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Re-enter timon and FLAVIUS. 

Tim. They have e'en put my breath from 
me, the slaves: 

Creditors? devils! 

Flar. My dear lord,— icg 

Tim. What if it should be so? 

Flav. My lord,— 

Tim. I'll have it so. My steward! 

Flay. Here, my lord. »2 

Tim. So fitly! Go, bid all my friends again, 
Lucius, Lucullus, and Sempronius; all: 

I’ll once more feast the rascals. 

Flay. O my lord! 

You only speak from your distracted soul; n 6 
There is not so much left to furnish out 
A moderate table. 

Tim. Be't not in thy care: go. 

I charge thee, invite them all: let in the tide 
Of knaves once more; my cook and I'll provide. 

1 Exeunt. 

Scene V.— The Same. The Senate House. 
The Senate sitting. 

First Sen. My lord, you have my voice to it; 
the fault's 

Bloody; 'tis necessary he should die; 

Nothing emboldens sin so much as mercy. 

Sec. Sen. Most true; the law shall bruise him. 

Enter ALCiaiADES, attended. 

Alcib. Honour, health, and compassion to 
the senate! s 

First Sen. Now, captain. 

Alcib. I am a humble suitor to your virtues; 
For pity is the virtue of tire law, 8 

And none but tyrants use it cruelly. 

It pleases time and fortune to lie heavy 
Upon a friend of mine, who. in hot blood, 
Hath stepp’d into the law, which is past depth 
To those that without heed do plunge into't. 13 
He is a man, setting his fate aside, 

Of comely virtues; 

Nor did he soil the fact with cowardice,— 16 
An honour in him which buys out his fault,— 
But, with a noble Any and fair spirit. 

Seeing his reputation touch'd to death. 

He did oppose his foe; so 

And with such sober and unnoted passion 
He did behave his anger, ere 'twas spent. 

As if he had but proved an argument. 

First Sen. You undergo too strict a paradox. 
Striving to make an ugly deed look fair: >5 
Your words have took such pains as if they 
labour’d 

To bring manslaughter into form, and set 
quarrelling 

Upon the head of valour; which indeed »* 
Is valour misbegot, and came into the world 
When sects and factions were newly bom. 
He's truly valiant that can wisely suffer 
, The worst that man can breathe, and make his 

mESL. to wear them like hit raiment, 
carelessly. 


And ne'er prefer his Injuries to his heart. 

To bring it into danger. 

If wrongs be evils and enforce us kill, 36 
What folly 'tis to hazard life for ill! 

Alcib. My lord,— 

First Sen. You cannot make gross sins look 
clear; 

To revenge is no valour, but to bear. 40 
Alcib. My lords, then, under favour, pardon 
me, 

If I speak like a captain. 

Why do fond men expose themselves to battle. 
And not endure all threats? sleep upon’t, 44 
And let the foes quietly cut their throats 
Without repugnancy? If there be 
Such valour in the bearing, what make we 
Abroad ? why then, women are more valiant 48 
That stay at home, if bearing carry it. 

And the ass more captain than the lion, the 
felon 

Loaden with irons wiser than the judge. 

If wisdom be in suffering. O my lords 1 sa 
As you are great, be pitifully good: 

Who cannot condemn rashness in cold blood? 
To kill, I grant, is sin’s extremest gust; 

But, in defence, by mercy, 'tis most just. 5 * 
To be in anger is impiety; 

But who is man that is not angry? 

Weigh but the crime with this. 

Sec. Sen. You breathe in vain. 

Alcib. In vain! his service done 80 

At Lacedaemon and Byzantium 
Were a sufficient briber for his life. 

First Sen. What’s that? 

Alcib. I say, my lords, he has done fair ser¬ 
vice, «4 

And slain in fight many of your enemies. 

How full of valour did he bear himself 
In the last conflict, and made plenteous wounds 1 
Sec. Sen. He has made too much plenty with 
'cm; *8 

He's a sworn rioter; he has a sin that often 
Drowns him and takes his valour prisoner; 

If there were no foes, that were enough 
To overcome him; in that beastly fury n 

He has been known to commit outrages 
And cherish factions: 'tis inferr’d to us. 

His days are foul and bis drink dangerous. 
First Sen. He dies. 16 

Alcib. Hard fate! he might have died in war. 
My lords, if not for any parts in him,— 
Though his right arm might purchase his own 
time, 

Andbeindebttonone,—yet, more to move you 
Take my deserts to his, and join 'em both; 81 
And, for I know your reverend ages love 
Security, I’ll pawn my victories, all 
My honour to you, upon his good returns. 84 
If by this crime he owes the law his life. 

Why. let the war receive't in valiant gore; 

For law is strict, and war is nothing more. 
First Sen. We are for law; he dies: urge it 
no more, 88 

On height of our displeasure. Friend, or bro- 
thcr, 

He forfeits his own blood that spills another. 
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Alcib. Mustitbeso?itmustnotbe. My lords, 
I do beseech you, know me. 93 

Sec. Sen. How! 

Alcib. Call me to your remembrances. 
Third Sen. What! 

Alcib. I cannot think but your age has forgot 
me; 

It could not else be I should prove so base, 96 
To sue, and be denied such common grace. 
My wounds ache at you. 

First Sen. Do you dare our anger? 

Tis in few'words, but spacious in effect; 

We banish thee for ever, 

Alcib. Banish me! 100 

Banish your dotage; banish usury, 

That makes the senate ugly. 

First Sen. If, after two days’ shine, Athens 
contain thee, 

Attend our weightier judgment And, not to 
swell our spirit, 104 

He shall be executed presently. 

[Exeunt Senators. 
Alcib. Now the gods keep you old enough; 
that you may live 

Only in bone, that none may look on you! 

I am worse than mad: I have kept back their 
foes, 108 

While they have told their money and let out 
Their coin upon large interest; 1 myself 
Rich only in large hurts: all those for this? 

Is this the balsam that the usuring senate 112 
Pours into captains’ wounds? Banishment! 

It comes not ill; I hate not to be banish’d; 

It is a cause worthy my spleen and fury. 

That I may strike at Athens. I'll cheer up 116 
My discontented troops, and lay for hearts. 
'Tis honour with most lands ro be at odds; 
Soldiers should brook as little wrongs as gods. 

[£x:r. 


Scene VI.— The Same. A Room of State in 
timon’s House. 

Music. Tables set out: Servants attending. 
Enter divers Lords, Senators, and Others, at 
several doors. 

First Lord. The good time of day to you, sir. 
See. Lord. I also wish it you. I think this 
honourable lord did but try us this other day. 3 
First Lord. Upon that were my thoughts 
tiring when we encountered: I hope it is not so 
low with him as he made it seem in the trial of 
his several friends. 

Sec. Lord. It should not be, by the persua¬ 
sion of his new feasting. 9 

First Lord. I should think so; he hath sent 
me an earnest inviting, which many my near 
occasions did urge me to put off; but he hath 
conjured me beyond them, and 1 must needs 

P 5 «- r Lord. In like manner was I in debt to 
my importunate business, but he would n ot hea r 
my excuse. I am sorry, when he sent to borrow 
of me, that my provision was out. 

First Lord. I am sick of that grief too, as I 
understand how all things go. so 


Sec. Lord. Every man here’s so. What would 
he have borrowed you? 

First Lord. A thousand pieces. 

Sec. Lord. A thousand pieces! *4 

First Lord. What of you? 

Third Lord. He sent to me, sir,—Here he 
comes. 


Enter timon and Attendants. 


Tim. With all my heart, gentlemen both; 
and how fare you? 39 

First Lord. Ever at the best, hearing well of 
your lordship. 

Sec. lord. The swallow follows not summer 
more willing than we your lordship. 33 

Tim. [Aside.] Nor more willingly leaves 
winter; such summer-birds are men. Gentle¬ 
men, our dinner will not recompense this long 
stay: feast your ears with the music awhile, 
if they will fare so harshly o’ the trumpet’s 
sound; we shall to’t presently. 39 

First Lord. I hope it remains not unkindly 
with your lordship that I returned you an empty 
messenger. 

Tim. O! sir, let it not trouble you. 

Sec. Lord. My noble lord,— 44 

Tim. Ah! my good friend, what cheer? 

Sec. Lord. My mosthonourablelord.I am e’en 
sick of shame, that when your lordship this otheT 
day sent to me I was so unfortunate a beggar. 
Tim. Think not on’t, sir. 49 

Sec. Lord. If you had sent but two hours 


before,— 

Tim. let it not cumber yoiiT better remem¬ 
brance. [The banquet brought in.] Come, bring 
in all together. 

Sec. Lord. AU covered dishes! 

First Lord. Royal cheer, I warrant you. s« 
Third Lord. Doubt not that, if money and 
the season can yield it. 

First lord. How do you? What’s the news? 
ThirdLord. Alcibiades is banished: hear you 
of it ? v 

Sec'lord } Alcibiades banished I 
Third Lord. Tis so, be sure at it. 

First Lord. How? how? <4 

Sec. Lord. T pray you. upon what? 

Tim. Mvsvorthv friends, will you draw near? 
Third Lord. I'll tell you more anon. Here s 
a noble feast toward. 48 

Sec. Lord. This is the old man still. 

Third Lord. Wffl’t hold? will’t hold? 

Sec. Lord. It does; but time will—and SO— 
Third Lord. I do conceive. T» 

Tim. Each man to his stool, with that spur 
as he would to the lip of his mistress; your diet 
shall be in all places alike. Make not a city 
feast of it, to let the meat cool ere we can agree 
upon die first place: sit, sit. The god* require 
our thanks.— 7 * 

You great benefactors sprinkle onr society 
with thankfulness. For your own gifts, make 
yourselves praised: but reserve still to give, lest 
your deities be despised. Lend to each man 
enough, that one need not lend to another; for. 
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were your godheads to borrow of men, men 
would forsake the gods. Make the meat be 
beloved more than the man that gives it. Let 
no assembly of twenty be without a score of 
villains: if there sit twelve women at the table, 
let a dozen of them be as they are. The rest of 
your fees, O gods! the senators of Athens, to¬ 
gether with the common lag of people, what is 
amiss in them, you gods, make suitable for 
destruction. For these my present friends, as 
they are to me nothing, so in nothing bless 
them, and to nothing are they welcome. 
Uncover, dogs, and lap. 96 

[The dishes uncovered are full 
of tvarm water. 
Some speak . What does his lordship mean? 
Some other. I know not. 

Tim. May you a better feast never behold, 
You knot of mouth-friends! smoke and luke¬ 
warm water 100 

Is your perfection. This is Timon’s last; 

Who, stuck and spangled with your flatteries, 
Washes it off, and sprinkles in your faces 

[Throwing the water in their faces. 
Your reeking villany. Live loath'd, and long, 104 
Most smiling, smooth, detested parasites, 
Courteous destroyers, affable wolves, meek 
bears, 

Youfoolsoffortune,trencher-friends,time’sflies, 
Ca p andknee slaves, vapours, and minute-jacks! 
Of man and beast the infinite malady 109 
Crust you quite o'er! What! dost thou go? 
Soft! take thy physic first,—thou too,—and 
thou;— 

Stay, 1 will lend thee money, borrow none, 11a 
[Throws the dishes at them. 
What! all in motion? Henceforth be no feast. 
Whereat a villain's not a welcome guest. 
Burn, house! sink, Athens! henceforth hated be 
Of Timon man and all humanity I [Exit. 

Re-enter the Lords, Senators, Ac. 

First Lord. How now, my lords! in 

Sec. Lord. Know you the quality of Lord 
Timon's fury? 

Third Lord. Push! did you see my cap? uo 
Fourth Lord. I have lost my gown. 
first Lord. He 'a but a mad lord, and nought 
but humour sways him. He gave me a jewel th' 
other day, and now he has beat it out of my hat: 
did you see my jewel? us 

Third Lord. Did you see my cap? 

Sec. Lord. Here *tis. 

Fourth Lord. Here lies my gown. n 8 
First Lord. Let’s make no stay. 

Sec. l^ird. Lord Timon’s mad. 

Third Lord. I feel "t upon my bones. 

Fourth Lord. One day he give* us diamonds, 
next day stones. [Exeunt. 

ACT IV 

Scene I. —Without the Walls of Athens. 
Enter UMON. 

Tim. Let me look back upon thee. O thou 
wall. 


That girdlest in those wolves, dive in the earth. 
And fence not Athens! Matrons, turn incon¬ 
tinent! 

Obedience fail in children! slaves and fools, 4 
Pluck the grave wrinkled senate from the bench. 
And minister in their steads! To general filths 
Convert, o’ the instant, green virginity! 

Do’t in your parents' eyes! Bankrupts, hold 
fast; g 

Rather than render back, out with your knives. 
And cut your trusters' throats! Bound ser¬ 
vants, steal!— 

Large-handed robbers your gravemasters are,— 
And pill by law. Maid, to thy master's bed; tz 
Thy mistress is o’ the brothel! Son of sixteen, 
Pluck the lin’d crutch from thy old limping sire, 
With it beat out his brains! Piety, and fear. 
Religion to the gods, peace, justice, truth, 16 
Domestic awe, night-rest and neighbourhood. 
Instruction, manners, mysteries and trades, 
Degrees, observances, customs and laws, 
Decline to your confounding contraries, 20 
And let confusion live! Plagues incident to men. 
Your potent and infectious fevers heap 
On Athens, ripe for stroke! Thou cold sciatica. 
Cripple our senators, that their limbs may halt 
As lamely as their manners! Lust and liberty 
Creep in the minds and marrows of our youth. 
That ’gainst the stream of virtue they may strive, 
And drown themselves in riot! Itches, blains, 2s 
Sow all the Athenian bosoms, and their crop 
Be general leprosy! Breath infect breath, 

That their society, as their friendship, may 
Be merely poison f Nothing !'I 1 bear from thee 
But nakedness, thou detestable town! 33 
Take thou that too, with multiplying bans! 
Timon will to the woods: where he shall find 
The unkindest beast more kinder than mankind. 
Tbejods confound—hear me, you good gods 

The Athenians both within and out that wall! 
And grant, as Timon grows, hi* hate may grow 
To the whole race of mankind, high and low! 

Amen. [Exit. 

Scene II, — Athens. A Room in TIMON’S 
House. 

Enter FLAVIUS, with two or three Servants. 
First Serv. Hear you. Master steward! 
where's our master? 

Are we undone? cast off? nothing remaining? 
Flav. Alack! my fellows, what should I say 
to you? 

Let me be recorded by the righteous gods, 4 
I am as poor as you. 

First Serv. Such a house broke! 

So noble a master faH’n! All gone! and not 
One friend to take his fortune by the arm. 
And go along with him? 

Sec. Serv. As we do tom our backs s 
From our companion thrown into his grave. 
So his familiars to his buried fortunes 
Slink all away, leave their false vows with him. 
Like empty purse* pick’d; and his poor self, u 
A dedicated beggar to the air. 
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With hit disease of aH-ihunn’d poverty. 
Walks, like contempt, alone. Mote of our fel¬ 
lows. 

Enter other Servants. 

Flav. All broken implements of a ruin’d 
house. 16 

Third Sen>. Yet do our hearts wear Timon's 
livery. 

That see I by our faces; we are fellows still. 
Serving alike in sorrow. leak’d is our bark. 
And we, poor mates, stand on the dyingdeck, 20 
Hearing the surges threat: we must all part 
Into this sea of air. 

Flav. Good fellows all, 

The latest of my wealth I’U share amongst you. 
Wherever we shall meet, for Timon’s sake 24 
Let’s yet be fellows; let’s shake our heads, and 
say. 

As ’twere a knell unto our master’s fortunes, 

‘ We have seen better days.’ Let each take some; 

[Giving them money. 
Nay, put out all your hands. Not one word 
more: 28 

Thus part we rich in sorrow, parting poor. 

[They embrace, and part several ways. 
O! the fierce wretchedness that glory brings us. 
Wbo would not wish to be from wealth exempt. 
Since defies point to misery and contempt! 32 
Who would be so mock’d with glory ? or so live. 
But in a dream of friendship? 

To have his pomp and all what state compounds 
But only painted, like his varnish'd friends? 36 


The beggar native honour. 

It is the pasture lards the rother's sides, 12 
The want that makrn hfr ra I ra n, Who da ret, 
who dares. 

In purity of manhood stand upright. 

And say, ’This man’s a flatterer?' if one be, 
So are they all; for every grire of fortune 16 
Is smooth'd by that below: the learned pate 
Ducks to the golden fool: all is oblique; 
There’s nothing level in our cursed natures 
But direct villany. Therefore, be abhorr’d 20 
All feasts, societies, and throngs of men I 
His sembkble, yea, himself. Timon disdains: 
Destruction fang mankind! Earth, yield me 
roots 1 [ Digging. 

Who seeks for better of thee, sauce his palate 24 
With thy most operant poison 1 What is here? 
Gold) yellow, glittering, precious gold! No. 

I am do /die votarist. Roots, you clear heavens! 
Thus much of this will make black white, foul 
fair, 28 

Wrong right, base noble, old young, coward 
valiant. 

Ha t you gods, why this? What this, you gods? 
Why, this 

Will lug your priests and servants from your 
tides, 

Pluck stout men's pillows from below their 
head: 33 

This yellow slave 

Will knit and break religions; blesa the accurs’d; 
Make the hoar leprosy ador’d; place thieves, 


Poor honest lord! brought low by his own heart. And give them title, knee, and approbation, 3< 
Undone by goodness. Strange, unusual blood, With senators on the bench; this is it 


When man’s worst sin is he does too much good! 
Who then dares to be half so kind agen? 4° 
For bounty, thatmakes gods, does still mar men. 
My dearest lord, bless’d, to be most accurt'd. 
Rich, only to be wretched, thy great fortunes 
Are made thy chief afflictions. Alas I kind lord, 
He’s flung in rage from this ingrateful seat 45 


Not has he with him to supply his life. 

Or that which can command it. 48 

I’ll follow and inquire him out: 

I’ll ever serve his mind with my best will: 
Whilst I have gold I’ll be his steward still. [Exit. 

Scoot HL— Woods and Cave near the 
Sea-shore. 

Enter town from the Cave. 

Thru O blessed breeding sun! draw from the 
earth 

Rotten humidity; below thy sister’s orb 
Infect the air! Twinn’d brothers of one womb. 
Whose procreation, residence and birth, 4 
Scarce is dividant, touch them with several for- 


The greater scorns fee leaser: not nature. 

To wnom all sores lay siege, can bear great fos'- 
tune, 

But by contempt of nature. t 


Raise me this beggar, and deny’ t feat lord; 
OB toil* sbjkll tfOTltBnoipt 


Thai 


That makes fee wappen’d widow wed again; 
She, whom the spitai-houae and ulcerous sores 
Would cast fee gorge at, this embalms and 
spices 40 

To the April day again. Come, damned earth. 
Thou common whore of mankind, that putt’st 
odds 

Amond the rout of nations, I will m a ke thee 
Do thy right nature .—[,March afar off.] Hal a 
drum? thou’rt quick, 44 

But yet I’ll bury thee: thoult go, strong thief, 
When gouty keepers of thee cannot stand: 
Nay, stay thou out for earnest. 

[Keeping some gold. 

Enter ALcmums, with drum and fife. In war¬ 
like manner; PHKYMA and TISiANDRA. 
Alcib. What art thou there? speak. 4 * 

Tim. A beast, at thou art. The canker gnaw 
fey heart, 

For showing me again the eyes of man! 

Alcib. What is fey name? Is man so hate¬ 
ful to thee. 

That art thyself a man? 52 

Tim. I am Misanthropos, and hate mankind. 
For thy part, I do wish thou wert a dog. 

That I might love thee something. 

Alcib. I know thee well. 

But in fey fortunee am tmkam’d and strange. 
Tim. I know thee too; and more Chan that 
I know thee 


it 
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1 not desire to know. Follow thy dram; 

With man’s blood paint the ground, gules. 


___j canons, civil laws are cruel; «o 

Then what should war be? This fell whore of 

riitne 

Hath in her more destruction than thy sword 
For all her cherubin look. 

Phry. Thy Ups rot off! 

Tim. I will not kiss thee; then the rot re¬ 
turns 64 

To thine own Ups again. 

Alcib. How came the noble Timon to this 
change? 

Tim. As the moon does, by wanting light to 
give: 

But then renew 1 could not like the moon; 68 
There were no suns to borrow of. 

Alcib. Noble Timon, what friendship may I 
do thee? 

Tim. None, but to maintain my opinion. 

Alcib. What is it, Timjn? 71 

Tim. Promise me friendship, but perform 

none: if thou wilt not promise, the gods plague 
thee, for thou art a man I if thou dost perform, 
confound thee, for thou art a man) 76 

Alcib. I have heard in some sort of thy 
miseries. 

Tim. Thou saw’st them, when I had pros- 

Akik. I see them now; then was a blessed 
time. 

Tun. As thine is now, held with a brace of 
harlots. 80 

Timon. Is this the Athenian minion, whom 
the world 

Voic’d so re&ardfuily? 

Tim. Art thou Timandm? 

Timon. Yes. 

Tint. Be a whote still; they love thee not that 
use thee: 

Give them diseat \ leaving with thee their lust. 
Make use of thy salt hours; season the slaves 85 
For tubs and baths; bring down rose-cheeked 
youth 

To the tub-fut and the diet 

Timm. Hang thee, monster! 

Alcib. Pardon him, sweet Tlmandra, for his 
wits 88 

Are drown’d and lost in hit calamities. 

I have but little gold of late, brave Timon, 
The want whereof doth daily make revolt 
In my penurious band: I have heard and griev'd 
How cursed Athens, mindless of thy worth, n 
f orgetting thy great deeds, when neighbour 
states. 

But for thy sword and fortune, trod upon 

Tim. I prithee, heat thy drum, and get thee 

JESS? I am thy Mend, and pity thee, dear 
Timon. 

Tim. Stow dost thou pity him whom thou 
dost trouble? 

1 had rather be alone._ «... * 

Alfib. Why, due One well: 


Here is some gold for thee. 

Tim. Keep it, I cannot eat it 100 

Alcib. When I have laid ptoud Athens on a 
heap,— 

Tim. Warr'st thou ’gainst Athens? 

Alcib. Ay, Timon, and have cause. 

Tim. The gods confound them all in thy con¬ 
quest; and >04 

Thee alter, when thon hast conquer’d! 

Alcib. Why me, Timon? 

Tim. That by killing of villians. thou wast 
bom to conquer 
My country. 

Put up thy gold: go on*—here’s gold,—go on; 
Be as a pfenetary plague, when Jove 109 
Will o'er some high-vic'd city bang his poison 
In the sick air: let not thy sword skip one. 
Pity not honour’d age for his white beard; ire 
He is a usurer. Strikeme the counterfeitmatron; 
It is her habit only that is honest 
Herself’s a bawd. Let not the vhgin’s cheek 
Make soft thy trenchant sword; for those mlllc. 

paps, 116 

That through the window-bars bore at men's 
eyt~. 

Are not within the leaf of pity writ 
But set them down horrible traitois. Spare not 
the babe, 

Whose dimpled smiles from fools exhaust their 
mercy; no 

Think it a bastard, whom the oracle 
Hath doubtfully pronounc’d thy throatshall cut 
And mince it sans remorse. Swear against 
objects; 

Put armour on thine ears and on thine eyes, ns 
Whose proof nor yells of mothers, maids, nor 
babes, 

Nor sight of priests in holy vestments bleeding. 
Shall pierce a jot. There’s gold to pay thy 
soldiers: 

Make large confusion; and, thy fury spent, ns 
Confounded be thyself I Speak not, be gone. 
Alcib. Hast thou gold yet? I’ll take the gold 
thou giv'st me. 

Not all thy counsel. 

Tim. Dost thou, or dost thou not, heaven’s 
curse upon thee! rya 

Phry. t Give us some gold, good Timon: 
Ttman. I hast thou more? 

Tim. Enough to make a whore forswear hag 
trade, 

And to make whores a bawd. Hold up, yon 
sluts, 

Your aprons mountant: yon are not oathable. 
Although, I know, you’ll swear, terribly swear 
Into strong shudders and to heavenly agues at 
The immortal gods that hear you, spars your 
oaths, 

m trust to your conditions: be whores atm; 
And he whose pious breath seeks to convert you. 

Be strong in whore, allure him, burn Mm up; 
Let your dose fire predominate his smoke. 
And be no turncoats: yet may your p-<"« six 
months, 144 

Be quite contrary: and thatch your poor thin 
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With burdens of the dead; some that were 
bang’d. 

No matter; wear them, betray with them: 
whore still; 

Paint till a horse may mire upon your face: 148 
A pox of wrinkles 1 

Timan ] Well, moro gold. What then? 
Believe’t, that we’ll do anything for gold. 

Tim. Consumptions sow 15s 

In hollow bones of man; strike their sharp shins, 
And mar men’s spurring. Crack the lawyer’s 
voice. 

That he may never more false title plead. 

Nor sound his quillets shrilly: hoar the flamen. 
That scolds against the quality of flesh, 157 
And not believes himself: down with the ncne, 
Down with it flat; take the bridge quite away 
Of him that, his particular to foresee, 160 
Smells from the general weal: make curl’d-pate 
ruffians bald. 

And let the unscarr’d braggarts of the war 
Derive some pain from you: plague all. 

That your activity may defeat and quell >64 
The source of all erection. There's more gold; 
Do you damn others, and let this damn you. 
And ditches grave you alii 
Phry. I More counsel with mote money, 
Timan. I bounteous Timon. 168 

Tim, More whore, more mischief first; I have 
given you earnest. 

Alcib. Strike up the drum towards Athens! 
Farewell, Timon: 

If I thrive well. I’ll visit thee again. 

Tim. If I hope well. I'll never see thee more. 
Alcib. I never did thee harm. 173 

Tim. Yes, thou spok’st well of me. 

Alcib. Call’st thou that harm? 

Tim. Men daily find it Get thee away, and 
take 

SMk.1 

[Drum beati. Exeunt ALCXBIADE 3 , 
PHRYNIA, and IMANDRA. 
Tim. That nature, being sick of man’s un- 
kindness, 177 

Should yet be hungry! Common mother, thou, 

[Digging. 

Whose womb unmeasurable, and infinite breast. 
Teems, and feeds all; whose self-same mettle. 
Whereof thy proud child, arrogant man, is 
puff'd, 1*1 

Engenders the blade toad and adder Use, 

The gilded newt and eyeless venom’d worm. 
With all the abhorred births below crisp heaven 
Whereon Hyperion’tquickeningfiredoth shine; 
Yield him, who all thy human sons doth hate. 
From forth thy plenteous bosom, one poor root! 
Ensear thy fertile and conceptions womb, iSt 
Let it no more bring out ingrateful man! 

Go great with tigers, dragons, wolves, and 
bean; 

Teem with new monsters, whom thy upward 
face 

Hath to the marbled mansion all above m 
News presented 1 Gt a root; dear thanks: 


Dry up thy marrows, vines and plough-tom 
leas; 

Whereofingrateftilman, with liquorish draughts 
And morsels unctuous, greases his pure mind. 
That from it all consideration slips! 197 

Enter apemantus. 

More man! Plague! plaguel 

Apem. I was directed hither: men report 
Thou dost affect my manners, and dost use 
them. zoo 

Tim. *Tis, then, because thou dost not keep 
a dog 

Whom I would imitate; consumption catch 
thee! 

Apem. This is in thee a nature but infected; 
A poor unmanly melancholy sprung 204 
From change of fortune. Why this spade ? this 
place? 

This slave-like habit? and these looks of care? 
Thy flatterers yet wear silk, drink wine, lie soft. 
Hug their diseas'd perfumes, and have forgot 
That ever Timon was. Shame not these woods 
By putting on the cunning of a carper. 110 

Be thou a flatterer now, and seek to thrive 
By that which has undone thee: hinge thy knee, 
And let his very breath, whom thou’lt observe, 
Blow off thy cap; praise his most vicious strain. 
And call it excellent. Thou wast told thus; 
Thou gav’st thine ears, like tapsters that bid 
welcome, 216 

To knaves and all approaches: ’tis most just 
That thou turn rascal ;*hadst thou wealth again. 
Rascals should have’t. Do not assume my like¬ 
ness. 

Tim. Were I like thee I’d throw away myself. 
Apem. Thou hast cast away thyself, being 
like thyself; 221 

A madman so long, now a fooL What! think'st 
That the bleak air, thy boisterous chamberlain, 
Will put thy shirt on warm? will these moss'd 
trees, 224 

That have outliv’d the eagle, page thy heels 
And skip when thou poinrst out ? will the cold 
brook. 

Candied with ice, caudle thy morning taste 
To cure the o'er-nlght’s surfeit? Call the crea¬ 
tures 22S 

Whose naked natures live In all the spite 
Of wveakfhl heaven, whose bare unhoused 
trunks 

To the conflicting elements expos’d. 

Answer mere nature; bid them flatter thee; 23a 
Ol thou shalt find— 

Tim. A fool of thee. Depart. 

Apem. I love thee better now than e’er I did. 
Tim. I hate thee worse. 

Apem. Why? 

7 im. Thou flatter’st misery. 

Apem. I flatter not, but say thou art a caitiff. 
Tim. Why dost thou seek me out? 

Apem. To vex thee. 237 

Tim. Always a villain's office, or a fool’s. 
Dost please thyself in't? 

Apem. Ay. 

Jim. What! a knave too? 
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Apem. If thou didst put this sour-cold habit 
on 24a 

To castigate thy pride, ’twere well; but thou 
Dost it enforcedly; thou'dst courtier be again 
Wert thou not beggar. Willing misery 
Outlives incertain pomp, is crown’d before; 244 
The one is filling still, never complete; 

The other, at high wish: best state, contentless. 
Hath a distracted and most wretched being, 
Worse than the worst, content. 248 

Thou shouldst desire to die, being miserable. 
Tim. Not by his breath that is more miser¬ 
able. 

Thou art a slave, whom Fortune’s tender arm 
With favour never clasp'd, but bred a dog. 252 
Hadst thou, like us from our first swath, pro¬ 
ceeded 

The sweet degrees that this brief world affords 
To such as may the passive drudges of it 
Freely command, thou wouldst have plung'd 
thjiClf 2 J 6 

In general riot; melted down thy youth 
In different beds of lust; and never team’d 
The icy precepts of respect, but follow’d 
Tne sugar’d game before thee. But myself, 260 
Who had the world as my confectionary, 

The mouths, the tongues, the eyes, and hearts of 
men 

At duty, more than I couid frame employment. 
That numberless upon me stuck as leaves 264 
Do on the oak, have with one winter’s brush 
Fell from their boughs and left me open, bare 
For every storm that blows; 1 , to bear this. 
That never knew but better, is some burden: 268 
Thy nature did commence in sutferance, time 
Hath made thee hard in’t. Why shouldst thou 
hate men’ 

They never flatter’d thee: what hast thou given? 
If thou wilt curse, thy father, that poor rag, 272 
Mast tie thy subject, who in spite put stuff 
To some she beggar and compounded thee 
Poor rogue hereditary. Hence! be gone! 

If thou hadst not been bom the worst of men, 
f bon hadst been a knave and flatterer. 

Apem. Art thou proud yet? 277 

Tim. Ay, that I am not thee. 

Apem. 1 , that I was 

No prodigal. 

Tim. I, that I am one now: 

Were ail the wealth I have shut up in thee, 280 
I’d give thee leave to hang it. Get thee gone. 
That the whole life of Athens were in this! 
T hus would I eat it. [Eating a root. 

Apem. Here; I will mend thy feast. 

Tim. First mend my company, take away 
thyself. 284 

Apem. So I shall mend mine own, by the lack 
of thine. 

Tim. ’Tis not wail mended so, it is but 
botch’d; 

If not, I would it were. 

Apem. What wouldst thou have to Athens? 
Tim. Thee thither in a whirlwind. If thou wilt, 
•Tell them there I have gold; look, so I have. 
Apem. Here is no use for gold. 

The best and truest; 


For here it sleeps, aud does no bind barm. 292 
Apem. Where licst o' nights, Timon? 

Tim. Under that’s above me. 

Where feed’st thou o’ days, Apemantus? 

Apem. Where my stomach finds meat; or, 
rather, where l eat it. 296 

Tim. Would poison were obedient and knew 
tny mind! 

Apt'". Where wouldst thou send It? 

Tun. To sauce thy dishes. 

Apem. The middle of humanity thou never 
knewest, but the extremity of both ends. When 
thou wast in thy gilt aud thy perfume, they 
mocked thee for too much curiosity; in thy 
rags thou knowest none, but art despised for 
the contrary. There’s a medlar for thee; eat it. 
Tim. On what I hate I feed not. 306 

Apem. Dost hate a medlar? 

Tim. Ay, though it look like thee. 

Apem. An thou hadst hated meddlers sooner, 
thou shouldst have loved thyself better now. 
What man didst thou ever know unthrift that 
was beloved after his means? 312 

Tim. Who, without those means thou talkest 

of, didst thou ever know beioved? __ 

Apem. Myselt. 

Tim. I understand thee; thou hadst some 
means to keep a dog. 317 

Apem. What things in the world canst thou 
nearest compare to thy flatterers ? 

Tim. Women nearest; but men, men are the 
things themselves. What wouldst thou do with 
the world, Apemantus, if it lay in thy power? 

Apem. Give it the beasts, to be rid of the 
men. 324 

Tim. Wouldst thou have thyself fall in the 

confusion of men, aud remain a beast with the 
beasts? 

Apem. Ay, Timon. 328 

Tim. A beastly ambition, which the gods 

grant thee to attain to. If thou wert the lion, 
the fox would beguile thee; if thou wert the 
Iamb, the fox would eat thee; if thou wert the 
fox, the lion would suspect thee, when perad- 
venture thou wert accused by Ihe ass; if thou 
wett the ass, thy dulness would torment thee, 
and still thou livedst but as a breakfast to the 
wolf; if thou wert the wolf, thy greediness 
would afflict thee, and oft thou shouldst hazard 
thy life for thy dinner; wert thou the unicorn, 
pride and wrath would confound thee and make 
thine own self the conquest of thy fury; wert 
thou a bear, thou wouldst be killed by the 
horse; wert thou a horse, thou wouldst be 
seized by the leopard: wert thou a leopard, 
thou wert german to the lion, and the spots of 
thy kindred were jurors on thy life; all thy 
safety were remotion, and thy defence absence. 
What beast couldst thou be, that were not 
subject to a beast? and what a beast art thou 
already, that seest not thy loss in transforma¬ 
tion! 331 

Apem. If thou couldst please me with speak¬ 
ing to me, thou mightst have hit upon it here; 
the commonwealth of A tliens is become a forest 
of beasts. 
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Tim. How has the ass broke the wall, that 
thou art out of the city? 357 

Apem. Yonder comes a poet and a painter: 
the plague of company light upon thee! I will 
fear to catch it, and jive way. When I know 
not what else to do, Pll see thee again. 361 
Tim. When there is nothing living but thee, 
thou shalt be welcome. 1 had rather be a beg¬ 
gar’s dog than Apemantus. 364 

Apem. Thou art the cap of all the fools alive. 
Tim. Would thou wert clean enough to spit 
upon! 

Apem. A plague on thee! thou art too bad 
to curse! 

Tim. All villains that do stand by thee are 
pure, 3 6 * 

Apem. There is no leprosy but what thou 
speak’st. 

Tim. If I name thee. 

I’ll beat thee, but I should infect my hands. 
Apem. I would my tongue could rot them off! 
Tim. Away, thou issue of a mangy dog! 373 
Choler does kill me that thou art alive; 

I swound to see thee. 

Apem. Would thou wouidst burst! 

Tim. Away, 

Thou tedious rogue! I am sorry I shall lose 37s 
A stone by thee. [Throws a stone at him. 

Apem. Beast! 

7 im. Slave! 

Apem. Toad! 

Jim. Rogue, rogue, rogue! 

I am sick of this false world, and will love nought 
But even the mere necessities upon’t. 

Then, Timon, presently prepare thy grave; 380 
Lie where the light foam of the sea may beat 
Thy grave-stone daily: make thine epitaph. 
That death in me at others' lives may laugh. 

[Looking on the gold. 
O thou sweet king-killer, and dear divorce 384 
’Twixt natural son and sire! thou bright defiler 
Of Hymen's purest bed! thou valiant Man! 
Thou ever young, fresh, lov’d, and delicate 
wooer. 

Whose blush doth thaw the consecrated snow 
That lies on Dian’s lap! thou visible god, 389 
That solder’st close impossibilities. 

And mak’st them kiss! that speak’st with every 
tongue, 

To every purpose! O thou touch of hearts! 39a 
Think, thy slave man rebels, and by thy virtue 
Set them into confounding odds, that beasts 
May have the world in empire. 

Apem. Would 'twere so: 

But not till I am dead; I’D say thou’st gold: 
Thou wilt be throng’d to shortly. 

Tim. Throng’d to? 

Apem. Ay. 

Jun. Thy back, I prithee. 

Apem. Love, and love thy misery! 

Tim. Long live so, and so die! 

[Exit APTMANTUS. 

I am quit. 

More things like men! Eat, Timon, and abhor 

400 


filler Thieves. 

First Thief. Where should he have this gold? 
It is some poor fragment, some slender ort of 
his remainder. The mere want of gold, and the 
falliug-from of his Eriends, drove him into this 
melancholy. 403 

Sec. Thief. It is noised he hath a mass of 
treasure. 

Third Thief. Let us make the assay upon 
him: if he care not for’t, he will supply us 
easily; if he covetously reserve it, how shall’a 
get it? 

See. Thief. True; for he bean it not about 
him, ’tis hid. 41a 

First Thief. Is not this he? 

Thieves. Where? 

Sec. Thief. Tis his description. 

Third Thief. He; I know ton. 416 

All. Save thee, Timon. 

Tim. Now, thieves? 

All. Soldiers, not thieves. 

Tim. Both too; and women’s sons. 420 

Thieves. We are not thieves, but men that 
much do want. 

Tim. Your greatest want is, you want much 
of meat. 

Why should you want ? Behold, the earth hath 
roots; 

Within this mile break forth a hundred springs; 
The oaks bear mast, the briers scarlet hips: 425 
The bounteous housewife, nature, on each bush 
Lays her full mess before you. Want! why 
want? 

First Thief. We cannot live on grass, on 
berries, water, 42s 

As beasts, and birds, and fishes. 

Tim. Nor on the beasts themselves, the birds, 
and fishes; 

You must eat men. Yet thanks I must you con 
That you are thieves profess'd, that you work 
not 432 

In holier shapes; for there is boundless theft 
In limited professions. Rascal thieves, 

Here’s gold. Go, suck the subtle blood o’ the 
grape, 435 

Till the high fever seethe your blood to froth. 
And so 'scape hanging: trust not the physician; 
His antidotes are poison, and he slays 
More than you rob: take wealth and lives to¬ 
gether; 

Do villany, do, since you protest to do’t, 440 
Like workmen. I’ll example you with thievery: 
The sun's a thief, and with his great attraction 
Robs the vast sea: the moon's an arrant thief. 
And her pale fire she snatches from the sun; 444 
The sea's a thief, whose liquid surge resolves 
The moon into salt tears; the earth’s a thief. 
That feeds and breeds by a composture stolen 
From general excrement, each thing's a thief; 
The laws, your curb and whip, in their rough 
power 449 

Have uncheck'd theft. Love not yourselves; 
away! 

Rob one another. There’s more gold: cut 
throats; 
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AO that you meet are thieve*. To Athens go, 
Break open shops; nothing can you steal 433 
But thieves do lose it: steal no less for this 
I give you; and gold confound you howsoe’er! 
Amen. 45 « 

Third Thief. He has almost charmed me 
from my profession, by persuading me to it. 

First Thief. *Tis to the malice of mankind 
that he thus advises us; not to have us thrive in 
our mystery. 461 

Sec. Thief. I’ll believe him as an enemy, and 
give over my trade. 

First Thief. Let us first see peace in Athens; 
there is no time so miserable but a man may be 
true. [Exeunt Thieves. 

Enter FLAVIUS. 

Flav. O you gods! 

Is yond despised and ruinous man my lord? 468 
Full of decay and failing! O monument 
And wonder of good deeds evilly bestow’d! 
What an alteration of honour 
Has desperate want made! 473 

What viler thing upon tire earth than friends 
Who can bring noblest minds to basest ends! 
How rarely does it meet with this time’s guise. 
When man was wish'd to love his enemies! 476 
Grant I may ever love, and rather woo 
Those that would mischief me than those that 
do! 

He hath canght me in his eye: I will present 
My honest grief unto him; and, as my lord, 480 
Still serve him with my life. My dearest master 1 

timon comes forward. 

Tim. Awayl what art thou? 

Ftav. Have you forgot me, sir? 

Tim. Why dost ask that? 1 have forgot all 
men: 

Then, if thou grant'st thou'it a man, I have 
forgot thee. 484 

Ftav. An honest poor servant of yours. 

Tim. Then I know thee not: 

I never had an honest man about me; ay all 
I kept were knaves, to serve in meat to villains. 

Ftav. The gods are witness, 488 

Ne'er did poor steward wear a truer grief 
For his undone lord than mine eyes for you. 
Tim. What! dost thou weep? Come nearer. 
Then I love thee. 

Because thou art a woman, and disdaim’st 493 
Flinty mankind; whose eyes do never give, 
Butthoroughlust and laughter. Pity’s sleeping: 
Strange times, that weep with laughing, not 
with weeping! 

Flav. I beg of you to know me, good my lord. 
To accept my gnef and whilst this poor wealth 
lasts 497 

To entertain me as your steward stilL 
Tim. Had I a steward 

So true, so just, and now so comfortable? 300 
It almost turns my dangerous nature mild. 

Let me behold thy face. Surely, this man 
Was born erf’woman. 

Forgive my general and exceptless rashness, 5°4 
You perpetual sober gods! 1 do proclaim 


One honest man, mistake me not, bat one; 

No more, I pray, and he’s a steward. 

How fain would 1 have hated all mankind! 508 
And thou redeem’st thyself: but all, save thee, 

I fell with curses. 

Methinks thou art more honest now than wise; 
For, by oppressing and betraying me, 513 

Thou mightst have sooner got another service: 
For many so arrive at second masters 
Upon their first lord’s neck. But tell me true,— 
For I must ever doubt, though ne’er so sure,— 
Is not thy kindness subtle, covetous, 317 

If not a usuring kindness and as rich men deal 
gifts. 

Expecting in return twenty fot one? 

Flav. No, my most worthy master; in whose 
breast jao 

Doubt and suspect, alas! are plac’d too late. 
You should have fear’d false times when you 
did feast; 

Suspect still comes when an estate is least. 

Thatwhich I show, heaven knows, is merely love. 
Duty and zeal to your unmatched mind, 333 
Care of your food and living; and, believe it, 
My most honour'd lord, 

For any benefit that points to me, 338 

Either in hope, or present, I’d exchange 
For this one wish, that you had power and wealth 
To requite me by making rich yourself. 

Tim. Look thee, 'tis so. Thou singly honest 
man, 33a 

Here, take: the gods out of my misery, 

Have sent thee treasure. Go, live rich and 
happy; 

But thus condition’d: thou shalt build from men; 
Hate all, curse all, show charity to none, 338 
But let the famish’d flesh slide from the bone. 
Ere thou relieve the beggar; give to dogs 
What thou deny’st to men; let prisons swallow 
'em, 

Debts wither ’em to nothing; be men like blasted 
woods, 340 

And may diseases lick up their false bloods! 
And so, farewell and thrive. 

Flav. Ol let me stay 

And comfort you, my master. 

Tim. If thou ha test 

Curses, stay not; fly, whilst thou’rt bless’d and 
free: 544 

Ne’er see thou man, and let me ne’er see thee. 

[Exeunt severally. 

ACT V 

Scene l.—The Woods. Before umon’s Cave. 
Enter Poet and Painter. 

Pain. As I took note of the place, it cannot 
be far where he abides. 

Poet. What’s to be thought of him? Does 
the rumour hold for true that he is so full of 
gold? 3 

Pain. Certain: Aldbiades reports it; Phiynia 
and Timandra had gold of him: he likewise 
enriched poor straggling soldiers with great 
quantity. Tis said he gave unto his steward a 
mighty sum. 13 



TIMON OP ATHENS 816 


[act v 


Poet. Then this breaking of his has been but 
a try for his friends. 

Pain. Nothing else; you shall see him a 
palm in Athens again, and flourish with the 
highest. Therefore "tis not amiss wc tender our 
loves to him, in this supposed distress of his: it 
will show honestly in us, and is very likely to 
load our purposes with what they travel for, if it 
beajustand true report that goes of his having. 

Poet. Whathaveyounow topresentuntohim ? 

Pain. Nothing at this time but my visitation; 
only, 1 will promise him an excellent piece. 22 

Poet. 1 must serve him so too; tell him of an 
intent that’s coining towards him. 

Pain. Good as the best. Promising is the 
very air o’ the time, it opens the eyes of ex¬ 
pectation; performance is ever the duller for his 
act; and, but in the plainer and simpler kind of 
people, the deed of saying is quite out of use. 
To promise is most courtly and fashionable; 
performance is a kind of will or testament which 
argues a great sickness in his judgment that 
makes it. 33 


Enter TIMON from his cave. 

Tim. [Aside .J Excellent workman! Thou 
canst not paint a man so bad as is thyself. 

Poet. I am thinking what I shall say I have 
provided for him: it must be a personating of 
himself; a satire against the softness of pros¬ 
perity, with a discovery of the infinite flatteries 
that follow youth and opulency. 40 

Tim. [Aside.] Must thou needs stand for a 
villain in thine own work? Wilt thou whip 
thine own faults in other men? Do so, I have 
gold for thee. 44 

Poet. Nay, let’s seek him: 

Then do we sin against our own estate, 

When we may profit meet, and come too late. 

Pain. True; 48 

When the day serves, before black-comer’d 
night, 

Find what thou want’st by free and offer’d light. 
Come. 

Tim. [Aside.] I’ll meet you at the turn. What 
a god’s gold, s* 

That he is wc-shipp’d in a baser temple 
Than where swine feed! 

'Tis thou that rigg'st the bark and plough’s! 
the foam, 

Settlest admired reverence in a slave: 5® 

To thee be worship; and thy sainrs for aye 
Be crown’d with plagues that thee alone obey. 
Fit I meet them. [Advancing. 

Poet. Hail, worthy Timon! 

Pain. Our late noble master! 60 

Tim. Havel once liv’d to see two honest men ? 
Poet. Sir, 

Having often of your open bounty tasted, «3 
Hearing you were retir’d, your friends fall’n off. 
Whose thankless natures—O abhorred spirits! 
Not all the whips of heaven are large enough— 
What! to you, 

Whose star-like nobleness gavelifeand influence 
To their whole being! I am rapt, and cannot 
cover 69 


The monstrous bulk of this ingratitude 
With any size of words. 

Tim. Let it go naked, men may see’t the 
better: 72 

You, that are honest, by being what you are. 
Make them best seen and known. 

Pain. He and myself 

Have travell’d in the great shower of your gifts, 
And sweetly felt it. 

Tim. Ay, you are honest men. 76 

Pain. We are hither come to oiler you our 
service. 

Tim. Most honest men! Why, how shall I 
requite you? 

Can you eat roots and drink cold water ? no. 

Both. What we can do, we’ll do, to do you 
service. 80 

Tim. Ye're honest men. Ye’ve heard that I 
have gold; 

I am sure you have: speak truth; ye’re honest 
men. 

Pain. So it is said, my noble lord; but there¬ 
fore 

Came not my friend nor I. 84 

Tim. Good honest mcnl Thou draw’st a 
counterfeit 

Best in all Athens: thou'rt, indeed, the bast; 
Thou counterfeit’st most lively. 

Pain. So, so, my lord. 

Tim. E’en so, sir, as I say. And, for thy 
fiction, 88 

Why, thy verse swells with stuff so fine and 
smooth 

That thou art even natural in thine art. 

But for all this, my honest-natur’d friends, 

I must needs say you have a little fault: 93 
Marry, ’tis not monstious in you, neither wish I 
You take much pains to mend. 

Both. Beseech your honour 

To make it known to us. 

Tim. You’ll take it HE 

Both. Most thankfully, my lord. 

Tim. vWili you indeed? 96 

Both. Doubt it not, worthy lord. 

Tim. There’s never a one of you but trusts a 
knave. 

That mightily deceives you. 

Both. Do we, my lord? 

Tim. Ay, and you hear him cog, see him dis¬ 
semble, 100 

Know his gross patcheiy, love him, feed him. 
Keep in your bosom; yet remain assur’d 
That he’s a made-up villain. 

Pain. I know none such, my lord. 

Poet. Nor I. 104 

Tim. Look you, I love you well; 111 give you 
gold. 

Rid me these villains from youi companies: 
Hang them or stab them, drown them in a 
draught, 

Confound them by some course, and come to 
me, r° 8 

I'D give you gold enough. 

Both. Name them, my lord; let'sknow them. 

Tim. You that way and you this, but two 
in company; 
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Each man apart, all single and alone, 112 

Yet an arch-villain keeps him company. 

If, where thou art two villains shall not be. 
Come not near him. [To the Poet.] If thou 
would not reside 

But where one villain is, then him abandon. 
Hence! pack! there’s gold; ye came for gold, 
ye slaves: 117 

You have done work for me, there’s payment: 
hence! 

You are an alchemist, make gold of that. 

Out, rascal dogs! 12a 

[Beats them out and then returns to his care. 

Enter flavius and two Senators. 

Flav. It is in vain that you would speak with 
Timon; 

For he is set so only to himself 

That nothing but himself, which looks like man. 

Is friendly with him. 

First Sen. Bring us to his cave: 124 

It is our part and promise to the Athenians 
To speak with Timon. 

Sec. Sen. At all times alike 

Men are not still the same: ’twas time and griefs 
That fram’d him thus: time, with his fairer 
hand, 128 

Offering the fortunes of his former days, 

The former man may make him. Bring us to 
him. 

And chance it as it may. 

Flav. Here is his cave. 131 

Peace and content be herel Lord Timon! 
Timon! 

Look out, and speak to friends. The Athenians, 
By two of their most reverend senate, greet thee: 
Speak to them, noble Timon. 

Enter TIMON, from his cave. 

Tim. Thou sun, that comfort’st, burnt Speak, 
and be hang’d: 136 

For each true word, a blister! and each false 
Be as a cauterizing to the root o’ the tongue, 
Consuming it with speaking! 

First Sen. Worthy Timon,— 

Tim. Of none but such as you, and you of 
Timon. 

Sec. Sen. The senators of Athens greet thee, 
Timon. 

Tim. I thank them; and would send them 
back the plague. 

Could I but catch it for them. 

First Sen. O! forget 

What we are sorry for ourselves in thee. 144 
The senators with one consent of love 
Entreat thee back to Athens; who have thought 
On special dignities, which vacant lie 
For thy best use and wearing. 

Sec. Sen. They confess 14* 

Toward thee forgetfulness too general, gross; 
Which now the public body, which doth seldom 
Play the recanter, feeling in itself 
A lack of Timon s aid, hath sense withal ija 
Of its own fail, restraining aid to Timon; 

And send forth us, to make their sorrow d 
render, 

Together with a recompense more fruitful 


Than their offence can weigh down by the dram; 
Ay, even such heaps an d sums of love and wealth 
As shall to thee block out what wrongs were 
theirs, 

And write in thee the figures of their love, 

Ever to read them thine. 

Tim. You witch me in it; 160 

Surprise me to the very brink of tears: 

Lend me a fool’s heart and a woman’s eyes. 
And I’ll beweep these comforts, worthy sena¬ 
tors. 

First Sen. Therefore so please thee to return 
with us, 164 

And of our Athens—thine and ours—to take 
The captainship, thou shalt be met with thanks. 
Allow’d with absolute power, and thy good 
name 

Live w ith authority: so soon we shall drive back 
Of Alcibiades the approaches wild; 169 

Who, like a boar too savage, doth root up 
His country’s peace. 

Sec. Sen. And shakes his threat’ning sword 
Against the walls of Athens. 

First Sen. Therefore, Timon,— 172 

Tim. Well, sir, I will; therefore, 1 will, sir; 
thus:— 

If Alcibiades kill my countrymen, 

Let Alcibiades know this of I imon. 

That Timon cares not. But if he sack fair 
Athens, «7S 

And take our goodly aged men by the beards. 
Giving our holy virgins to the stain 
Of contumelious, beastly, mad-brain’d war; 
Then let him know, and tell him Timon speaks 
it, 180 

In pity of our aged and our youth 
I cannot choose but tell him, that I care not, 
And let him take’t at worst; for their knives 
care not 

While you have throats to answer: for myself. 
There's not a whittle in the unruly camp 185 
But I do prize it at my love before 
The reverend’st throat in Athens. So I leave 
you 

To the protection of the prosperous gods, 188 
As thieves to keepers. 

Flav. Stay not; all’s in vain. 

Tim. Why, I was writing of my epitaph; 

It will be seen to-morrow. My long sickness 
Of health and living now begins to mend, 192 
And nothing brings me all things. Go; live 
still: 

Be Alcibiades your plague, you his. 

And last so long enough! 

First Sen. We speak in vain. 

Tim. But yet I love my country, and am 
not *» 6 

One that rejoices in the common wrack. 

As common bruit doth put it. 

First Sen. That’s well spoke. 

Tim. Commend me to my loving country¬ 
men,— 

First Sen. These words become your lips as 
they pass through them. soo 

Sec. Sen. And enter in our ears like great 
triumphers 
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In their applauding gates. 

Tim. Commend me to them; 

And tell them, that, to ease them of their griefs. 
Their fears of hostile strokes, their aches, losses. 
Their pangs of love, with other incident throes 
That nature's fragile vessel doth sustain 
In life’s uncertain voyage, I will some kindness 
do them: 

I’ll teach them to prevent wild Aicibiades’ 
wrath. 2os 

Sec. Sen. I like this well; he will return again. 
Tim. I have a tree which grows here in my 
close, 

That mine own use invites me to cut down, 
And shortly must I fell it; tell my friends, 212 
Tell Athens, in the sequence of degree. 

From high to low throughout, that whoso 
please 

To stop affliction, let him take his haste. 
Come hither, ere my tree hath felt the axe, 216 
And harm himself. I pray you, do my greeting. 
Flav. Trouble him no further; thus you still 
shall find him. 

Tim. Come not to me again; but say to 
Athens, 

Timon hath made his everlasting mansion 220 
Upon the beached verge of the salt flood; 
Who once a day with his embossed froth 
The turbulent surge shall cover: thither come. 
And let my grave-stone be your oracle. 224 
Lips, let sour words go by and language end: 
What is amiss plague and infection mend! 
Craves only be men's works and death their 
gain! 

Sun, hide thy beams! Timon hath done his 
reign. (Exit. 

First Sen. His discontents are unremovably 
Coupled to nature. 

Sec. Sen. Our hope in him is dead: let us 
return. 

And strain what other means is left unto us 2 J 2 
In cur dear peril. 

first Sen. It requites swift foot. [ Exeunt. 

Scene n. —Before the Walls of Athens. 
Enter two Senators and a Messenger. 

First Sen. Thou hast painfully discover'd: 
are his files 
As full as thy report? 

Mess. I have spoke the least; 

Besides, his expedition promises 
Present approach. 4 

See. Sen. We stand much hazard if they 
bring not Timon. 

Mess. I met a courier, one mine ancient 
friend. 

Whom, though In general part we were oppos’d. 
Yet our old love made a particular force, s 
And made ns speak like friends: this man was 
riding 

From Aldbiades to Timon’s cave, 

With letters of entreaty, which imported 
His fellowship i* the cause against your dty, ta 
In part for his sake mov’d. 
met Sen. Here come our brothers. 


Enter Senators from timon. 

Third Sen. No talk of Timon, nothing of 
him expect. 

Theenemies’ drum is heard.and fearful scouring 
Doth choke the air with dust. In, and prepare: 
Ours is the fall, I fear; our foes the snare. 17 

1 Exeunt. 

Scene 10. —The Woods, timon’s Cave, and a 
rude Tomb seen. 

Enter a Soldier, seeking timon. 

Sold. By all description this should be the 
place. 

Who’s here? speak, ho! No answer! What is 
this? 

Timon is dead, who hath outstretch’d his span: 
Some beast rear'd this; here does not live a 
man. 4 

Dead, sure; and this his grave. What’s on this 
tomb 

I cannot read; the character I’ll take with wax: 
Our captain hath in every figure skill; 

An ag’d interpreter, though young in days. * 
Before proud Athens he’s set down by this, 
Whose fall the mark of his ambition is. [Exit. 

Scene IV.— Before the Walls of Athens. 
Trumpets sound. Enter alcibiades with his 
Powers. 

Alcib. Sound to this coward and lascivious 
town 

Our terrible approach. (A parley sounded. 

Enter Senators, on the Walls. 

Till now you have gone on, and fill’d the time 
With all licentious measure, making your wills 4 
The scope of justice; till now myself and such 
As slept within the shadow of your power 
Have wander'd with our travers’d arms, and 
breath’d - 

Our sufferance vainly. Now the time is flush, 8 
When crouching marrow, in the bearer strong. 
Cries of i tself, * No more:' no w brea thiess WTong 
Shall sit and pant in your neat chairs of ease. 
And pursy insolence shall break his wind 12 
With fear and horrid flight. 

First Sen. Noble and young, 

When thy first griefs were but a mere conceit. 
Ere thou hadst power or we had cause of fear. 
We sent to thee, to give thy rages balm, 16 
To wipe out our ingratitude with lovea 
Above their quantity. 

See. Sen. So did we woo 

Transformed Timon to our city's love 
By humble message and by promis’d means: so 
We were not all unkind, nor all deserve 
The common stroke of war. 

First Sen. These walls of ours 

Were not erected by their hands from whom 
You have receiv’d your grief; nor are they such 
That these great towers, trophies, and schools 
should fall >S 

For private fiudfs in them. 
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Sec. Sen, Nor are the^ living Fall, and no mote; and, to atone yoar fears 

Who were the motives that you first went out; With my more noble meaning, not a man 
Shame that they wanted cunning in excess *8 Shall pass his quarter, or offend the stream 60 
Hath broke their hearts. March, noble lord, Of regular justice in your city's bounds, 

Into our city with thy banners spread; But shall be render'd to your public laws 
By decimation, and a tithed death,— At heaviest answer. 

If thy revenges hunger for that food 32 Both. 'Tis most nobly spoken. 

Which nature loathes,-take thou the destin’d Alcib. Descend, and keep your words. 64 

tenth, [the Senators descend, and open the gates , 

And by the hazard of the spotted die P , c ... 

Let die the spotted. Enter a Soldier. 

First Sen. All have not offended; Sold. My noble general, Timon is dead; 

For those that were, it is not square to take 38 Entomb'd upon the very hem 0’ the sea: 

On those that are, revenges: crimes, like lands, And on his grave-stone this insculpture, which 
Are not inherited. Then, dear countryman, With waxl brought away, whose soft impression 
Bring in thy ranks, but leave without thy rage: Interprets for my poor ignorance. 69 

Spare thy Athenian cradle, and those kin 40 Alcib. Here lies a wretched corse, of wretched 

Which in the bluster of thy wrath must fall soul bereft: 

With those that have offended; like a shepherd, Seek not my name: a plague consume you wicked 
Approach the fold and cull th* infected forth, caitiffs left! 

But kill not ail together. Here lie /, Timon; who, alive, all living men did 

Sec. Sen. What thou wilt, 44 hate: 71 

Thou rather shall enforce it with thy smile Pass by, and curse thy fill; but pass and stay not 
Than hew to’t with thy sword, here thy gait. 

First Sen. Set but thy foot These well express in thee thy latter spirits: 

Against our rampir’d gates, and they shall ope, Though thou abhorr’dst in us our human griefs, 
So thou wilt send thy gentle heart before, 48 Scora’dst our brain’s flow and those our drop- 
To say thou'It enter friendly. lets which 76 

Sec. Sen. Throw thy glove, From niggard nature fall, yet rich conceit 

Or any token of thine honour else, Taught thee to make vast Neptune weep for aye 

That thou wilt use the wars as thy redress On thy low pave, on faults forgiven, Dead 
And not as our confusion, all thy powers 52 Is noble Timon; of whose memory 80 
Shall make their harbour in our town, till we Hereafter more. Bring me into your city, 
Have seal’d thy full desire. A nd I will use the olive with my sword; 

Alcib. Then there’s my glove; Make war breed peace; make peace stint war; 

Descend, and open your uncharged ports: make each 

Those enemies of Timon’s and mine own 56 Prescribe to other as each other's leech. 84 
Whom you yourselves shall set out for reproof, Let our drums strike. [Exeunt. 
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ACT I 

Scene I.— Rome. A Street. 

Enter plavius, marullus, and certain 
Commoners. 

Flav. Hence! home, you idle creatures, get 
you home: 

Is this a holiday? What! know you not, 
Being mechanical, you ought not walk 
Upon a labouring day without the sign 4 
Of your profession ? Speak, what trade art thou ? 
First Com. Why, sir, a carpenter. 

Mar. Where is thy leather apron, and thy 
rule? 

What dost thou with thy best apparel on? 8 
You, sir, what trade are you? 

Second Com. Truly, sir, in respect of a fine 
workman, I am but, as you would say, a cobbler. 
Mar. But what trade art thou? Answer me 
directly. 12 

Sec. Com. A trade, sir, that, I hope, I may 
use with a safe conscience; which is, indeed, sir, 
a mender of bad soles. 

Mar. What trade, thou knave ? thou naughty 


Sec. Com. Truly, sir, to wear out their shoes, 
to get myself into more work. But, indeed, sir, 
we make holiday to see Casar and to rejoice in 
his triumph. 

Mar. Wherefore rejoice? What conquest 
brings he home ? 36 

What tributaries follow him to Rome 
To grace in captive bonus his chariot wheels? 
You blocks, you stones, you worse titan sense* 
less things! 

O you hard hearts, you cruel men of Rome, 40 
Knew you not Pompey? Many a time and oft 
Have you climb’d tip to w ills and battlements, 
To towers and windows, yea, to chimney-tops, 
Your infants in your arms, and there have sat 
The livelong day, with patient expectation, 45 
To see great Pompey pass the streets of Rome: 
And when you saw his chariot but appear, 
Have you not made a universal shout, 48 
That Tiber trembled underneath her banks, 
To hear the replication of your sounds 
Made in her concave shores? 

And do you now put on your best attire? 32 
And do you now cull out a holiday? 


knave, what trade? 16 And do you now strew flowers in his way, 

Sec. Com. Nay, I beseech you, sir, be not out That comes in triumph over Pompcy’s blood ? 
with me: yet, if you be out, sir, I can mend you. Be gone! 3 * 

Mar. What meanest thou by that? Mend Run to your houses, fall upon your knees, 
me, thou saucy fellow 1 20 Pray to the gods to intermit the plague 

Sec. Com. Why, sir, cobble you. That needs must light on this ingratitude. 

Flav. Thou art a cobbler, art thou? Flav. Go, go, good countrymen, and, for this 

Sec. Com. Truly, sir, ail that I live by is with fault 60 

the awl: I meddle with no tradesman’s matters, Assemble all the poor men of your sort; 
nor women’s matters, but with awl. I am, in- Draw them to Tiber banks, and weep your 
deed, sir, a surgeon to old shoes; when they are tears 

in great danger, I recover them. As proper men Into the channel, till the lowest stream 
as ever trod upon neat’s leather have gone upon Do kiss the most exalted shores of all. 84 
my handiwork. 29 \Exeunt all the Commoners. 

Flav. But wherefore art not in thy shop to- See whe’r their basest metal be not mov’d; 
day? They vanish tongue-tied in their guiltiness. 

Why dost thou lead these men about the streets? Go you down that way towards the Capitol; 



SCENE IJ 


821 


JULIUS C£SAR 


This way will I. Disrobe the images 68 

If you do find them deck’d with ceremonies. 

Mar. May we do so? 

You know it is the feast of Lupercal. 

Ftav. It is no matter; let no images 7* 
Be hung with Caesar's trophies. I’ll about 
And drive away the vulgar from the streets: 

So do you too where you perceive them thick. 
These growing feathers pluck’d from Cesar's 
wing 76 

Will make him fly an ordinary pitch. 

Who else would soar above the view of men 
And keep us all in servile fearfulness. [Exeunt. 

Scene II.— The Same. A Public Place. 

Enter, in procession, with nuisic, cesar; An¬ 
tony, for the course; calphurnia, Portia, 
DECIUS, CICERO, BRUTUS, CASSIUS, and CASCA; 
a great crowd following, among them a Sooth¬ 
sayer. 

Cm. Calphurnia! 

Casca. Peace, ho! Cesar speaks. 

[Music ceases. 

Cas. Calphurnia! 

Cal. Here, my lord. 

Cats. Stand you directly in Antonius' way 
When he doth run his course. Antonius! 4 
Ant. Caesar, my lord. 

Cas. Forget not, in your speed, Antonius, 
To touch Calphurnia; for our elders say, 

The barren, touched in this holy chase, S 

Shake off their sterile curse. 

Ant. I shall remember; 

When Cesar says ’ Do this,’ it is perform’d. 
Cats. Set on; and leave no ceremony out. 

[Music. 

Sooth. Caesar! « 

Cas. Ha! Who calls: 

Casca. Bid every noise be still; peace yet 
again! [Music ceases. 

Cas. Who is it in the press that calls on me? 
I hear a tongue, shriller than all the music, 16 
Cry ‘ Caesar/ Speak; Caesar is turn’d to hear. 
Sooth. Beware the ides of March. 

Cas. What man is that? 

Bru. A soothsayer bids you beware the ides 
of March ,, . 

Cas. Set him before me; let me see his face. 
Car. Fellow, come from the throng; look 
upon Caesar. 

Cas. What sayst thou to me now? Speak 

once again. _ , 

Sooth. Beware the ides of March. 

Car. He is a dreamer; let us leave him: pass. 
[Sennet. Exeunt all but BRUTUS and 
CASSIUS. 

Car. Will you go see the order of the course ? 
Bru. Not I. 

Car. I pray you, do. . , , 

Bru . I am not gamesome: I do lack some 
part 18 

Of that quick spirit that is in Antony. 

Let me not hinder, Cassius, your desires; 

IU leave you. 

Cor. Bmtua. Ido observe you now of late: js 


I have not from your eyes that gentleness 
And show of love as I was wont to have: 

You bear too stubborn and too strange a hand 
Over your friend that loves you. 

Bru. Cassius, 36 

Be not deceiv’d: if I have veil’d my look, 

I turn the trouble of my countenance 
Merely upon myself. Vexed I am 
Of late with passions of some difference, 40 
Conceptions only proper to myself. 

Which give some soil perhaps to my behaviours; 
But let not therefore my good friends be 
griev’d,— 

Among which number, Cassius, be you one,—44 
Nor construe any further my neglect. 

Than that poor Brutus, with himself at war 
Forgets the shows of love to other men. 

Cas. Then, Brutus, I have much mistook 
your passion; 48 

By means whereof this breast of mine hath 
buried 

Thoughts of great value, worthy cogitations. 
Teil me, good Brutus, can you see your face? 

Bru. No, Cassius; for the eye sees not itself. 
But by reflection, by some other things. $3 

Cas. ’Tis just: 

And it is very much lamented, Brutus, 

That you have no such mirrors as will turn j* 
Your hidden worthiness into your eye, 

That you might see your shadow. I have heard. 
Where many of the best respect in Rome,— 
Except immortal Caesar,—speaking of Brutus. 
And groaning underneath this age T s yoke, fir 
Have wish’d that noble Brutus had his eyes, 
Bru. Into what dangers would you lead me, 
Cassius, 

That you would have me seek into myself 64 
For that which is not in me? 

Cas. Therefore, good Brutus, be prepar’d to 
hear; 

And, since you know you cannot see yourself 
So well as by reflection, I, your glass, 68 
Will modestly discover to yourself 
That of yourself which you yet know not of. 
And be not jealous on me, gentle Brutus: 
Were I a common laugher, or did use 7s 
To stale with ordinary oaths my love 
To every new protester; if you know 
That I do fawn on men and hug them hard. 
And after scandal them; or if you know 76 
That I profess myself in banqueting 
To all rite rout, then hold me dangerous. 

[Flourish and shout. 
Bru. What means this shouting? I do fear 
the people 

Choose Cesar for their king. 

Cas. Ay, do you fear it? 80 

Then must I think you would not have it so. 
Bru. I would not, Cassius; yet I love him 
well. 

But wherefore do you hold me here so long? 
What is it that you would impart to me? 84 
If it be aught toward the general good. 

Set honour in one eye and death r the other. 
And I will look on both indifferently; 

Fo. let the gods so speed me as I love *8 
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The name of honour more than I fear death. 

Cas. I know that virtue to be in you, Brutus, 
As well as I do know your outward favour. 
Well, honour is the subject of my story. 92 
I cannot tell what you and other men 
Think of this life; but, for my single self, 

I had as lief not be as live to be 

In awe of such a thing as I myself. 96 

I was bom free as Caesar; so were you: 

We both have fed as well, and we can both 
Endure the winter’s cold as well as he: 

For once, upon a raw and gusty day, 100 
The troubled Tiber chafing with her shores, 
Caesar said to me, ‘Dar'st thou, Cassius, now 
Leap in with me into this angry flood, 

And swim to yonder point ? ’ Upon the word. 
Accoutred as 1 was, I plunged in ioj 

And bade him follow; so, indeed he did. 

The torrent roar’d, and we did buffet it 
With lusty sinews, throwing it aside 108 
And stemming it with hearts of controversy; 
But ere we could arrive the point propos’d, 
Oesar cried, ‘Help me, Cassius, or I sink!’ 

L as iEneas, our great ancestor, n 2 

Did from the flames of Troy upon his shoulder 
The old Anchises bear, so from the waves of 
Tiber 

Did I the tired Caesar. And this man 
Is now become a god, and Cassius is 116 
A wretched creature and must bend his body 
If Caesar carelessly but nod on him. 

He had a fever when he was in Spain, 

And when the fit was on him, I did mark 120 
How he did shake; 'tis true, this god did shake 
His coward lips did from their colour fly, 

And that same eye whose bend doth awe the 
world 

Did lose his lustre; I did hear him groan; 124 
Ay, and that tongue of his that bade the Romans 
Mark him and write his speeches in their books, 
Alas I it cried, ‘Give me some drink, Titinius, 
As a sick girl. Ye gods, it doth amaze me, 128 
A man of such a feeble temper should 
So get the start of the majestic world, 

And bear the palm alone. [Flourish. Shout. 

Bru. Another general shout I 

I do believe that these applauses are 132 
For some new honours that are heaped on 
Csesar. 


Cas. Why, man, he doth bestride the narrow 
world 

Like a Colossus; and we petty men 

Walk under his huge legs, and peep about 13S 

To find ourselves dishonourable graves. 

Men at some time are masters of their fates; 
The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars. 

But in ourselves, that we are underlings. 140 
Brutus and Oesar: what should be in that 
‘Cesar?’ 

Why should that name be sounded more than 
yours? 

Write them together, yours is as fair a name; 
Sound them. It doth become the mouth as 
well: >44 

Weigh them, it Is as heavy; conjure with ’em. 
'Bratus* will start a spirit as soon as ‘Cesar.’ 


Now, in the names of all the gods at once. 
Upon what meat doth this our Csesar feed, 148 
That he is grownso great ? Age, thou art sham’d 1 
Rome, thou hast lost the breed of noble bloods! 
When went there by an age, since the great flood. 
But it was fam'd with more than with one man ? 
When could they say, till now, that talk'd of 
Rome, 153 

That her wide walls encompass’d but one man ? 
Now is it Rome indeed and room enough, 
When there is in it but one only man. 156 
O! you and I have heard our fathers say, 
There was a Brutus once that would have 
brook’d 

Th’ eternal devil to keep his state in Rome 
As easily as a king. 160 

Bru. That you do love me, I am nothing 
jealous; 

What you would work me to, I have some aim: 
How I have thought of this and of these times, 
I shall recount hereafter; for this present, 164 
I would not, so with love I might entreat you, 
Be any further mov’d. What you have said 
I will consider; what you have to say 
I will with patience hear, and find a time 168 
Both meet to hear and answer such high things. 
Till then, my noble friend, cbew upon this: 
Brutus had rather be a villager 
Than to repute himself a son of Rome 172 
Under these hard conditions as this time 
Is like to lay upon us. 

Cas. I am glad 

That my weak words have struck but thus much 
show 

Of fire from Brutus. 17S 

Bru. The games are done and Oesar is re¬ 
turning. 

Cas. As they pass by, pluck Caeca by the 
sleeve. 

And he will, after his sour fashion, tell you 
What hath proceeded worthy note to-day. 189 

Re-enter cmsar aM his Train. 

Bru. I will do so. But, look you, Cassius, 
The angry spot doth glow on Ctesar’s brow. 
And all the rest look like a chidden train: 
Calphumia’s cheek is pale, and Cicero 184 

Looks with such ferret and such fiery eyes 
As we have seen him in the Capitol, 

Being cross’d in conference by some senat in. 
Cas. Casca will tell us what the matter is. 
Cas. Antoniusl 189 

Ant. Ctesar. 

Cas. Let me have men about me that are fat; 
Sleek-headed men and such as sleep o' nights. 
Yond Cassius has a lean and hungry look; 193 
He thinks too much: such men are dangerous. 
Ant. Fear him not, Cesar, he’s not danger¬ 
ous; 

He is a noble Roman, and well given. >98 
Cas. Would he were fatter! but I fear him 
not: 

Yet if my name were liable to fear, 

I do not know the man I should avoid 
So soon as that spare Cassius. He reads much; 
He is a great observer, and be looks aor 



Quite through the deeds of men; he loves no C 
plays, but 

As thou dost, Antony; he hears no music; peoj 
Seldom he smiles, and smiles in such a sort 204 os h 
As if he mock’d himself, and scorn’d his spirit to d 
That could be mov'd to smile at any thing. man 
Such men as he be never at heart’s ease B ; 

Whiles they behold a greater than themselves, s 
And therefore are they very dangerous. 209 C 
I rather tell thee what is to be fear’d perc 

Than what 1 fear, for always I am Cesar. the 1 

Come on rny right hand, for this ear is deaf, 212 otic: 
And tell me truly what thou think’st of him. mar 
l Sennet . Exeunt CESAR and hie Train, him 
casca stays behind, the : 
Casca. You pull'd me by the cloak; would him 
you speak with me? any 

Bru. Ay, Casca; tell us what hath chanc’d thin 
to-day, wen 

That Cssar looks so sad. 216 and 

Casca. Why, you were with him, were you ther 
not? had 

Bru. I should not then ask Casca what had don 
chanc'd. B 

Casca. Why. there was a crown offered him; C 
and, being offered him, he put it by with the C 
back of his hand, thus; and then the people fell C 

a-shouting. C 

Bru. What was the second noise for? C 

Casca. Why, for that too. 224 you 

Cos. They shouted thrice: what was the last him 
cry for? heai 

Casca. Why, for that too. me. 

Bru. Was the crown offered him thrice? and 
Casca. Ay, marry, was’t, and he put it by are 
thrice, every time gentler than other; and at every moi 
putting-by mine honest neighbours shouted. C 
Cas. Who offered him the crown? C 

Casca. Why, Antony. 232 C 

Bru. Tell us the manner of it, gentle Casca. C 
Casca. I can as well be hanged as tell the and 
manner of it: it was mere foolery; I did not C 
mark it. I saw Mark Antony offer him a crown; C 

yet ’twas not a crown neither, 'twas one of these B 

coronets; and, as 1 told you, he put it by once; I 
but, for all that, to my thinking, he would fam He 
have had it. Then he offered it to him again; C 
then he put it by again; but, to my t h i n ki n g, he Of 1 
was very loath to lay his fingers off it. And then Hoi 
he offered it the third time; he put it the third Thi: 
time by: and still as he refused it the rabblement Wh 
shouted and clapped their chopped hands, and Wit 
threw up their sweaty night-caps, and uttered B 
such a deal of stinking breath because Cesar ; 
refused the crown, that it had almost choked To- 
Caesar; for he swounded and fell down at it: and Iwi 
for mine own part, 1 durst not laugh, for fear of Cot 
opening my lips and receiving the bad air. C 
Cor. But soft, I pray you: what! did Ceesar 
swound? „ , *** Wei 

Casca. He fell down in the market-place, and Thj 
foamed at mouth, and was speechless. Fro 

Bru. Tis very like: he hath the falling-sick- Ths 
new. Foi 

Cos, No, Cssar hath it not; but you, and I, Cas 
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Casca. I know not what you mean by that; 
but I am sure Caesar fell down. If the tag-rag 
people did not clap him and hiss him, according 
as he pleased and displeased them, as they use 
to do the players in the theatre, 1 am no true 
man. 263 

Bru. What said he, when he came unto him¬ 
self? 

Casca. Marry, before he fell down, when he 
perceiv’d the common herd was glad he refused 
the crown, he plucked me ope his doublet and 
offered them bis throat to cut. An I had been a 
man of any occupation, ifl would not have taken 
him at a word, 1 would I might go to hell among 
the rogues. And so he fell, when he came to 
himself again, he said, if he had done or said 
any thing amiss, he desired their worships to 
think it was ms infirmity. Three or four 
wenches, where I stood, cried, ‘ Alas! good soul,’ 
and forgave him with ail their hearts: but 
there’s no heed to be taken of them; if Caesar 
had stabbed their mothers, they would have 
done no less. 279 

Bru. And after that he came, thus sad, away? 
Casca. Ay. 

Cas. Did Cicero say any tiling? 

Casca. Ay, he spoke Greek. 

Cas. To what effect? 284 

Casca. Nay, an I tell you that, I'll ne’er look 
you i’ the face again; but those that understood 
him smiled at one another and shook their 
heads; but, for mine own part, it was Greek to 
me. 1 could tell you more news too; Marullus 
andFlavius.forpullingscarfsoffGesar’simages, 
are put to silence. Fare you well. There was 
more foolery yet. If I could remember it. 29a 
Cas. Will you sup with me to-night, Casca? 
Casca. No, I am promised forth. 

Cas. Will you dine with me to-morrow? 
Casca. Ay, if I be alive, and your mind hold, 
and your dinner worth the eating. 297 

Cas. Good; I will expect you. 

Casca. Do so. Farewell, both. [£xft. 

Bru. What a blunt fellow is this grown to 
be! 300 

He was quick mettle when he went to school. 

Cas. So Is he now in execution 
Of any bold or noble enterprise. 

However he puts on this tardy form. 304 

This rudeness is a sauce to his good wit, 
Which gives men stomach to digest his words 
With better appetite. 

Bru. And so it is. For this time 1 will leave 
you: 30* 

To-morrow, if you please to speak with me, 

I will come home to you: or. If you will, 
Come home to me, and 1 will wait for you. 
Cas. 1 will do so: till then, think of the world. 

[Exit BRUTUS. 

Well. Brutus, thou art noble; yet, I see, 313 
Thy honourable metal may be wrought 
From that it is dispos’d: therefore ’ta meet 
That noble minds keep ever with their likes; 316 
For who so firm that cannot be seduced? 
Caesar doth bear me hard: but he loves Brutus: 
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He should not humour me. 1 will this night, 

In several hands, in at his windows throw, 32s 
As if they came from several citizens, 

Writings all tending to the great opinion 
That Rome holds of his name; wherein ob¬ 
scurely 324 

Caesar's ambition shall be glanced at: 

And after this let Caesar seat him sure; 

For we will shake him, or worse days endure. 

[Exit. 

Scene HI.— The Same. A Street. 

Thunder and lightning. Enter, from opposite 
sides, CASCA, with his sword drawn, and 
CICERO. 

Cic. Good even, Casca: brought you Caesar 
home? 

Why are you breathless ? and why stare you so ? 
Casca. Are not you mov’d, when all the sway 
of earth 

Shakes like a thing unfirm? O Cicero! 4 
I have seen tempests, when the scolding winds 
Have riv’d the knotty oaks; and I have seen 
The ambitious ocean swell and rage and foam. 

To be exalted with the threat’ning clouds: 8 
But never till to-night, never till now, 

Did 1 go through a tempest dropping fire. 

Either there is a civil strife in heaven. 

Or else the world, too saucy with the gods, 12 
Incenses them to send destruction. 

Cic. Why, saw you any thing more wonder¬ 
ful? 

Casca. A common slave—you know him well 
by sight— 

Held up his left hand, which did Same and burn 
like twenty torches join’d; and yet his hand, 17 
Not sensible of fire, remain'd unscorch’d. 
Besides,—I have not since put up my sword,— 
Against the Capitol I met a lion, 20 

Who glar’d upon me, and went surly by. 
Without annoying me; and there were drawn 
Upon a heap a hundred ghastly women. 
Transformed with their fear, who swore they 
saw 24 

Men all in fire walk up and down the streets. 
And yesterday the bird of night did sit. 

Even at noon-day, upon the market-place, 
Hooting and shrieking. When these prodigies 
Do so conjointly meet, let not men say 29 
‘These are their reasons, they are natural;’ 

For, I believe, they are portentous things 
Unto the climate that they point upon. 32 
Cic. Indeed, it is a strange-disposed time: 

But men may construe things after their fashion. 
Clean from the purpose of the things them¬ 
selves. 

Comes Qesar to the Capitol to-morrow? 38 
Casca. He doth; for he did bid Antonius 
Send word to you he would be there to-morrow. 
Cic. Good-night then, Casca: this disturbed 
sky 

Is not to walk in. 

Casca. Farewell, Cicero. \Exit CICERO. 
Enter CASSiUS. 

Com. Who's them? 


[act 1 

Casca. A Roman. 

Cas. Casca, by your voice. 

Casca. Your ear is good. Cassius, what night 
is this! 

Cas. A very pleasing night to honest men. 
Casca. Who ever knew the heavens menace 
so? 44 

Cas. Those that have known the earth so full 
of faults. 

For my part, I have walk’d about the streets, 
Submitung me unto the perilous night. 

And, thus unbraced, Casca, as you see, 48 

Have bar’d my bosom to the thunder-stone; 
And, when the cross blue lightning seem’d to 
open 

The breast of heaven, I did present myself 
Even in the aim and very flash of it. 32 
Casca. But wherefore did you so much tempt 
the heavens? 

It is the part of men to fear and tremble 
When the most mighty gods by tokens send 
Such dreadful heralds to astonish us. 36 
Car. You are dull, Casca, and those sparks of 
life 

That should be in a Roman you do want. 

Or else you use not. Y ou look pale, and gaze. 
And put on fear, and cast yourself in wonder, 60 
To see the strange impatience of the heavens; 
But if you would consider the true cause 
Why all these fires, why all these gliding ghosts. 
Why birds and beasts, from quality and kind; 
Why old men, fools, and children calculate; 65 
Why all these things change from their ordi¬ 
nance. 

Their natures, and pre-formed faculties. 

To monstrous quality, why, you shall find 68 
That heaven hath infus'd them with these spirits 
To make them instruments of fear and warning 
Unto some monstrous state. 

Now could I, Casca, nam e to thee a man 7a 
Most like this dreadful night. 

That thunders, lightens, opens graves, and 
roars 

As doth the lion in the Capitol, 

A man no mightier than thyself or me 76 
In personal action, yet prodigious grown 
And fearful as these strange eruptions are. 
Casca. ’Tis Cesar that you mean; is it not, 
Cassius? 

Cas. Let it be who it is: for Romans now 80 
Have thews and limbs like to their ancestors; 
But, woe the while! our fathers' minds are dead. 
And we are govern’d with our mothers* spirits; 
Our yoke and sufferance show us womanish. 84 
Corea. Indeed, they say the senators to-mor¬ 
row 

Mean to establish Qesar as a king; 

And he shall wear his crown by sea and land, 
In every place, save here in Italy. 88 

Cas. I know where I will wear this dagger 
then; 

Cassius from bondage will deliver Cassius: 
Therein, ye gods, you make the weak most 
strong; 

Therein, ye gods, you tyrants do defeat: 92 
Nor stony tower, nor walls of beaten brass, 
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Nor airless dungeon, nor strong links of iron. 
Can be retentive to the strength of spirit; 

But life, being weary of those worldly bars, »6 
Never lacks power to dismiss itself. 

If I know this, know all the world besides. 

That part of tyranny that I do bear 
I can shake on at pleasure. [Thunder still. 

Casca. So can 1 : too 

So every bondman in his own hand bears 
The power to cancel his captivity. 

Cos. AndwhyshouldCesarbeatyrantthen? 
Poor man! I know he would not be a wolf 104 
But that he sees the Romans are but sheep; 

He were no lion were not Romans hinds. 
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Is Decius Brutus and Treboniua there? 148 
Cin. All but MetellusCimber; and he’s gone 
To seek you at your house. Well, I will hie. 
And so bestow these papers as you bade me. 
Cas. That done, repair to Pompey’s theatre. 

[Exit CINNA. 

Come, Casca, you and I will yet ere day 153 
See Brutus at his house: three parts of him 
Is ours already, and the man entire 
Upon the next encounter yields him ours. 156 
Casca. O! he sits high in all the people’s 
hearts: 

And that which would appear offence in us. 
His countenance, like richest alchemy. 


Those that with haste will make a mighty fire Will change to virtue and to worthiness. 160 
Begin it with weak straws; what trash is Rome, r '~- la ™ "" rl w * I '““ H 

Wha t rubbish, and what offal, when it serves 109 
For the base matter to illuminate 
So vile a thing as Ctesarl But, O grief! 

Where hast thou led me ? I, perhaps, speak this 
Before a willing bondman; then I know 113 
My answer must be made: but I am arm’d, 

And dangers are to me indifferent. 

Casca. You speak to Casca, and to such a 
man u 6 

That is no fleering tell-tale. Hold, my hand: 

Be factious for redress of all these griefs. 

And I will set this foot of mine as far 
As who goes furthest. 

Cas. There’s a bargain made, no 

Now know you, Casca, I have mov’d already 
Some certain of the noblest-minded Romans 
To undergo with me an enterprise 
Of honourable-dangerous consequence; 124 

And I do know by this they stay for me 
In Pompey’s porch: for now, this fearful night, 

There is no stir, or walking in the streets; 

And the complexion of the element «8 

In favour’s like the work we have in hand, 

Most bloody, fiery, and most terrible. 

Casca. Stand close awhile, for here comes 
one in haste. 

Cas. ’Tis Cinna; I do know him by his gait: 

He is a friend. 

Enter CINNA. 

Cinna, where haste you so? 133 
Cin. Tofindoutyou. Who’sthat? Metellus 
Cimber? 

Cas. No, it is Casca: one incorporate_ 


Cas. Him and his worth and our great need 
of him 

You have right well conceited. Let us go. 

For it is after midnight; and ere day 
We will awake him and be sure of him. 164 

lExeunt. 

ACT H 

Scene I. — Rome. BRUTUS’ Orchard. 

Enter BRUTUS. 

Bru. What, Lucius! ho! 

I cannot, by the progress of the stars. 

Give guess how near to day. Lucius, I say! 

I would it were my fault to sleep so soundly. 4 
When, Lucius, when! Awake, I say! what, 
Lucius! 

Enter lucius. 

Luc. Call’d you, my lord? 

Bru. Get me a taper in my study, Lucius: 
When it is lighted, come and call me here. 8 
Luc. I will, my lord. 1 Exit. 

Bru. It must be by his death: and, for my 
part, 

I know no personal cause to spurn at him. 
But for the general. He would be crown’d: 12 
How that might change his nature, there’s the 
question: 

It is the bright day that brings forth the adder; 
And that craves wary walking. Crown him?— 
that! 

And then, I grant, we put a sting in him, i« 
That at his will he may do danger with. 

The abuse of greatness is when it disjoins 


LIU. 13U, 11 U Lftawi, uuv _ **•* --o------- ----- . . 

To our attempts. Am I not stay’d for. Cinna? Remorse from power; and, to speak truth of 
Cin. I am glad on’t. What a fearful night is Casar, ,. 

- ■ - — I have not known when his affections sway d 20 

More than his reason. But ’tis acommon proof, 
That lowliness is young ambition’s ladder. 
Whereto the climber-upward turns his face; 
But when he once attains the upmost round, 24 
He then unto the ladder turns his back. 

Looks in the clouds, scorning the base degrees 
By which he did ascend. So C»sar may: 
Then, lest he may, prevent. And, since the 
quarrel *8 

Will bear no colour for the thing he is, 


this! >17 

There’s two or three of us have seen strange 
sights. 

Car. Am I not stay’d for? Tell me. 

Cin. Yes. you are. 

O Cassius! if you could 140 

But win the noble Brutus to our party— 

Cas. Be you content. Good Cinna, take this 
““per, . . . 

look you lay it in the prador’s chair. 
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(act n 


Which, batch’d, would, as his kind, grow mis- When evils are mostftee? O! then by day 
chievous, When wilt thou find a cavern dark enough So 

And kill him in the shell. To mask thy monstrous visage? Seek none, 

_ conspiracy; 

Re-enter Lucius. Hide it fit smiles and affability: 

Luc. The taper bumeth in your closet, sir. For if thou path, thy native semblance on. 
Searching the window for a ii it, I found 36 Not Erebus itself were dim enough S4 

This paper, thus seal’d up; and 1 am sure To hide thee from prevention. 

It did not fie there when 1 went to bed. _ , , . 

Bru. Get you to bed again; it is not day. Enter the Consp irators , cassius, casca, dbcxus. 

Is not tomorrow, boy. the ides of March? 40 cinn*. metellus cmber, and tjusonjus. 
Luc. I know not, sir. Cos. I think we are too bold upon your rest: 

Bru. Look in the calendar, and bring me Good morrow, Brutus; do we trouble you? 
word. Bru. I have been up this hour, awake all 

Luc. I will, sir. {Exit. night. 8 S 

Bru. The exhalations whizzing in the air 44 Know I these men that come along with you? 

Give so much light that I may read by them. Cas. Yes, every man of them; and no man 

f Opens the letter. here 

Brutus, thousleep’st: awake ana see thyself. But honours you; and every one doth wish 
Shall Rome, &c. Speak, strike, redress ! You had but that opinion of yourself 93 

Brutus, thou sleep'st: awake! 48 Which every noble Roman bears of you. 

Such instigations have been often dropp’d This is Trebonius. 

Where I have took them up. Bru. He is welcome hither. 

‘Shall Rome, &c.’ Thus must I piece it out: Cas. This, Decius Brutus. 

Shall Rome stand under one man's awe? What, Bru. He is welcome too. 

Rome? 51 Cas. This, Casca: this, Cinna; 96 

My ancestors did from the streets of Rome And this, Metellus Cimber. 

The Tarquin drive, when he was call’d a king. Bru. They are all welcome. 

‘Speak, strike, redress!’ Am I entreated What watchful cares do interpose themselves 
To speak, and strike? O Rome! I make thee Betwixt your eyes and night? 

promise; ;6 Cas. Shall I entreat a word? too 

If the redress will follow, thou receiv’st [BRUTUS and cassius whisper. 

Thy full petition at the hand of Brutus! Dec. Here lies the east: doth not the day 

„ break here? 

Re-enter Luaus. Casca. No. 


Luc. Sir, March is wasted fourteen days. 

{Knocking within. 
Bru. Tis good. Go to the gate: somebody 
knocks. [Exit lucius. 

Since Cassius first did whet me against Ctesar, 
I have not slept. 

Between the acting of a dreadful thing 
And the first motion, all the interim is 64 
Like a phantasma, or a hideous dream: 

The genius and the mortal instruments 
Are then in council; and the state of man. 
Like to a little kingdom, suffers then 68 
The nature of an insurrection. 


Cin. O! pardon, sir, it doth; and yon grey 
lines 

That fret the clouds are messengers of day. 104 
Casca. You shall confess that you are both 
deceiv’d. 

Here, as I point my sword, the sun arises; 

Which is a great way growing on the south. 

Weighing the youthful season of the year. 108 

Some two months hence up higher toward the 
north 

He first presents his fire: and the high east 

Stands, as the Capitol, directly here. 

Bru. Give me your hands all over, one by 


Re-enter lucius. 

Luc. Sir, ’tis your brother Cassius at the 
door. 

Who doth desire to see you. 

Bru. Is he alone? 

Luc. No, sir, there are more with him. 

Bru. Do you know them? 7* 

Luc. No, sir; their hats are pluck’d about 
their ears. 

And half their faces buried in their cloaks, 
That by no means I may discover them 
By any mark of favour. 

Bru. Let'em enter. 76 

{Exit LUCIUS. 

They are the faction. O conspiracy! 

Sham’st thou to show thy dangerous brow by 
night, 


one. 112 

Cas. And let us swear our resolution. 

Bru. No, not an oath: if not the face of men. 
The sufferance of our souls, the time’s abuse. 
If these be motives weak, break off betimes, 116 
And every man hence to his idle bed; 

So let high-sighted tyranny range on. 

Till each man drop by lottery. But if these, 
As I am sure they do, bear fire enough no 
To kindle cowards and to steel with valour 
The melting spirits of women, then, country¬ 
men. 

What need we any spur but our own cause 
To prick us to redress ? what other bond u4 
Than secret Romans, that have spoke the word 
And will not palter? and what other oath 
Than honesty to honesty engag’d. 

That this shall be, or ere will fill for it? is* 
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Swear priests and cowards and men cautelous, 
Old feeble carrions and such suffering souls 
That welcome wrongs; unto bad causes swear 
Such creatures as men doubt; but do not stain 
The even virtue of our enterprise, 133 

Nor th’ insuppressive mettle of our spirits, 

To think that or our cause or our performance 
Did need an oath; when every drop of blood 13* 
That every Roman bears, and nobly bears, 

Is guilty of a several bastardy. 

If he do break the smallest particle 
Of any promise that hath pass’d from him. 140 
Car. But what of Cicero 7 Shall we sound 
him? 

I think he will stand very strong with us. 
Casca. Let us not leave him out. 

Cin. No, by no means. 

Met. O! let us have him; for his silver hairs 
Will purchase us a good opinion M3 

And buy men's voices to commend our deeds: 
It shall be said his judgment rul’d our hands; 
Our youths and wildness shall no whit appear. 
But all be buried in bis gravity. 149 

Bru. Ol name him not: let us not break with 
him; 

For he will never follow any thing 
That other men begin. 

Car. Then leave him out 13* 

Casca. Indeed he is not fit. 

Dec. Shad no man else be touch’d but only 
Ctesar? 

Cas. Decius, well urg’d. I think it is not meet, 
Mark Antony, so well belov’d of Ca:sar, 136 
Should outlive Carsar: we shall find of him 
A shrewd contriver; and, you know, his means, 
If he improve them, may well stretch so far 
As to annoy us all; which to prevent, 160 
Let Antony and Ctesar fall together. 

Biu. Our course will seem too bloody, Caius 
Cassius, 

To cut the head off and then hack the limbs, 
Like wrath in death and envy afterwards; 164 
For Antony is but a limb of Csesar. 

Let us be sacrifices, but not butchers, Caius. 
We all stand up against the spirit of Osar; 
And in the spirit of men there is no blood: 168 
O! then that we could come by Ctesar’s spirit. 
And not dismember Czsar. But, alas! 

Caesar must bleed for it. And, gentle friends, 
Let’s kill him boldly, but not wrathfully; ns 
Let’s carve him as a dish fit for the gods, 

Not hew him as a carcass fit for hounds: 

And let our hearts, as subtle masters do, 

Stir up their servants to an act of rage, 176 
And after seem to chide ’em. This shall make 
Dur purpose necessary and not envious; 
Which so appearing to the common eyes, 

We shall be call’d purgers, not murderers. 180 
And, for Mark Antony, think not of him; 

For he can do no more than Casar’s aim 
When Caesar’s head is off. 

Car. Yet I fear him; 

Forintheengrafted love he bears toCassar—184 
r Bru. Alas I good Cassius, do not think of 
him: 

If he love Caesar, all that he can do 


Is to himself, take thought and die for Caesar: 
And that were much he should; for he is given 
To sports, to wildness, and much company. 189 
Treb. There is no fear in him; let him not 
die: 

For be will live, and laugh at this hereafter. 

1 Clock strikes. 

Bru. Peace! count the clock. 

Car. The clock hath stricken three. 19a 
Treb. Tis time to part. 

Car. But it is doubtful yet 

Whether Caesar will come forth to-day or no; 
For he is superstitious grown of late. 

Quite from the main opinion he held once 19® 
Of fantasy, of dreams, and ceremonies. 

It may be, these apparent prodigies, 

The unaccustom’d terror of this night. 

And the persuasion of his augurers, 200 
May hold him from the Capitol to-day. 

Dec. Never fear that: if he be so resolv’d, 

I can o’ersway him; for he loves to hear 
That unicorns may be betray’d with trees, 204 
And bears with glasses, elephants with holes. 
Lions with toils, and men with flatterers; 

But when I tell him he hates flatterers, 

He says he does, being then most flattered. 208 
Let me work; 

For I can give his humour the true bent. 

And I will bring him to the Capitol. 

Cas. Nay, we will all of us be there to fetch 
him. 212 

Bru. By the eighth hour: is that the utter¬ 
most 7 

Cin. Be that the uttermost, and fail not then. 
Met. Caius Ligarius doth bear Csesar hard. 
Who rated him for speaking well of Pompey: 
I wonder none of you have thought of him. 217 
Bru. Now, good Metellus, go along by him: 
He loves me well, and I have given him reasons; 
Send him but hither, and I’ll fashion him. 220 
Car. The morning comes upon’s: we’ll leave 
you, Brutus. 

And, friends, disperse yourselves; but all re¬ 
member 

What you have said, and show yourselves true 
Romans. 

Bru. Goodgentlemen,lookfreshandmerrily; 
Let not our looks put on our purposes, 225 
But bear it as our Roman actors do. 

With untir'd spirits and formal constancy: 
And so good morrow to you every one. 228 
{Exeunt ail except BRUTUS. 
Boy! Lucius! Fast asleep? It is no matter; 
Enjoy the honey-heavy dew of slumber: 

Thou hast no figures nor no fantasies 
Which busy care draws in the brains of men; 
Therefore thou sleep’st so sound. 233 

Enter PORTIA. 

For. Brutus, my lord! 

Bru. Portia, what mean you 7 Wherefore rise 
you now? 

It is not for your health thus to commit 
Your weak condition to the raw cold morning. 
For. Nor for yours neither. You’ve un- 
gently, Brutus, >37 
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Stole from my bed; and yesternight at supper 
You suddenly arose, and walk'd about. 
Musing and sighing, with your arms across, 240 
And when 1 ask’d you what the matter was, 
You star’d upon me with ungentle looks. 

I urg’d you further; then you scratch’d your 
head, 

Andtooimpatientlystamp’dwithyourfoot; 244 
Yet I insisted, yet you answer’d not, 

But, with an angry wafture of your hand. 
Gave sign for me to leave you. So 1 did, 
Fearing to strengthen that impatience 248 
Which seem’d too much enkindled, and withal 
Hoping it was but an effect of humour, 

Which sometime hath his hour with every man. 
It will not let you eat, nor talk, nor sleep, 232 
And could it work so much upon your shape 
As it hath much prevail’d on your condition, 
I should not know you, Brutus. Dear my lord. 
Make me acquainted with your cause of grief. 
Bru. I am not well in health, and that is all. 257 
For, Brutus is wise, and were he not in health, 
He would embrace the means to come by it. 
Bru. Why, so 1 do. Good Portia, go to 
bed. 26a 

For. Is Brutus sick, and is it physical 
To walk unbraced and suck up the humours 
Of the dank morning? What! is Brutus sick, 
And will he steal out of his wholesome bed 264 
To dare the vile contagion of the night. 

And tempt the rheumy and unpurged air 
To add unto his sickness? No, my Brutus; 
You have some sick offence within your mind. 
Which, by the right and virtue of my place, 269 
I ought to know of; and, upon my knees, 

I charm you, by my once-commended beauty. 
By all your vows of love, and that great vow 272 
Which did incorporate and make us one, 

That you unfold to me, your self, your half. 
Why are you heavy, and what men to-night 
Have had resort to you; for here have been 27$ 
Some six or seven, who did hide their faces 
Even from darkness. 

Bru. Kneel not, gentle Portia. 

For. I should not need, if you were gentle 
Brutus. 

Within the bond of marriage, tell me, Brutus, 
Is it excepted, I should know no secrets 281 
That appertain to you? Am I yourself 
But, as it were, in sort of limitation, 

To keep with you at meals, comfort your bed. 
And talk to you sometimes? Dwell 1 but in the 
suburbs 28s 

Of your good pleasure? If it be no mote, 
Portia is Brutus’ harlot, not his wife. 

Bru. You are my true and honourable 

wife, 288 

As dear to me as are the ruddy drops 
That visit my sad heart. 

For. If this were true then should I know 
this WS T ft. 

I grant I am a woman, but, withal, 392 

A woman that Lord Brutus took to wife; 

I grant I am a woman, bat, withal, 

A woman well-reputed, Cato’s daughter. 
Think you I am no stronger than my sex, 296 


Being so tether'd and so husbanded? 

Tell me your counsels, I will not disclose ’em. 
I have made strong proof of my constancy. 
Giving myself a voluntary wound 300 

Here, m the thigh: can I bear that with patience 
And not my husband’s secrets? 

Bru. O ye gods! 

Render me worthy of this noble wife. 

[Knocking within. 
Hark, hark! one knocks. Portia, go in awhile; 
And by and by thy bosom shall partake 305 
The secrets of my heart. 

All my engagements 1 will construe to thee. 
All the charactery of my sad brows. 308 
Leave me with haste. [Exit portia. 

Lucius, who’s that knocks? 

Re-enter lucius with ligarius. 

Luc. Here is a sick man that would speak 
with you. 

Bru. Caius Ligarius, that Metellus spoke of. 
Boy, stand aside. Caius Ligarius! how? 312 
Lig. Vouchsafe good morrow from a feeble 
tongue. 

Bru. O! what a time have you chose out, 
brave Caius, 

To wear a kerchief. Would you were not sick. 

Lig. 1 am not sick if Brutus have in hand 
Any exploit worthy the name of honour. 317 
Bru. Such an exploit have l in hand, Ligarius, 
Had you a healthful ear to hear of it. 

Lig. By all the gods that Romans bow before 
I here discard my sickness. Soul of Rome! 321 
Brave son, deriv’d from honourable loins! 
Thou, like an exorcist, hast conjur'd up 
My mortified spirit. Now bid me run, 324 
And I will strive with things impossible; 

Yea, get the better of them. What’s to do? 
Bru. A piece of work that will make sick men 
whole. 

Lig. But are not some whole that we must 
make sick? 328 

Bru. Thatmustwealsq. What it is, my Caius, 
I shall unfold to thee asNve are going 
To whom it must be done. 

Lig. Set on your foot. 

And with a heart new-fir’d I follow you, 3?* 
To do I know not what; but it sufficeth 
That Brutus leads me on. 

Bru. Follow me then. 

[ Exeunt. 

Scene H .—The Same, cjesar's House. 

Thunder and lightning. Enter ceesar 
in his night-gown. 

Cas. Nor heaven nor earth have been at 
peace to-night; 

Thrice hath Calphumia in her sleep cried out, 
‘Help.hot They murder Ocsar 1 ’ Who’swith- 
in? 

Enter a Servant 

Serf. My lord I * 

Cms. Go bid the priests do present sacrifice. 
And bring me their opinions of success. 

Serr. I will, my lord. [Exit. 



SCENE n) 

Enter CALPHURNIA. 

Cal. What mean you, Caesar? Think yon to 
walk forth? 8 

You shall not stir out of your house to-day. 
Cas. Caesar shall forth; the things that 
threaten’d me 

Ne’er look’d but on my back; when they shall 
see 

The face of Caesar, they are vanished. 12 
Cal. Ctesar, I never stood on ceremonies. 
Yet now they fright me. There is one within. 
Besides the things that we have heard and seen, 
Recounts most horrid sights seen by the watch. 
A lioness hath whelped in the streets; 17 

And graves have yawn’d and yielded up their 
dead; 

Fierce fiery warriors fought upon the clouds, 
In ranks and squadrons and right form of war. 
Which drizzled blood upon the Capitol; 21 
The noise of battle hurtled in the air. 

Horses did neigh, and dying men did groan. 
And ghosts did shriek and squeal about the 
streets, 24 

O Ctesar! these things are beyond all use, 

And I do fear them. 

Cas. What can be avoided 

Whose end is purpos’d by the mighty gods? 
Yet ta-sar shall go forth; for these predictions 
Are to the world in general as to Cffisar. 29 
Cal. When beggars die there are no comets 
seen; 

The hea vens themselves blaze forth the death of 
princes. 

Cas. Cowards die many times before their 
deaths; 32 

The valiant never taste of death but once. 

Of all the wonders that I yet have heard, 

It seems to me most strange that men should 
fear; 

Seeing that death, a necessary end, 36 

Will come when it will come. 

Re-enter Servant. 

What say the augurers? 
Serv. They would not have you to stir forth 
to-day. 

Plucking the entrails of an offering forth, 

They could not find a heart within the beast. 40 
Cits. The gods do this in shame of cowardice: 
C;esar should be a beast without a heart 
If he should stay at home to-day for fear. 

No, Caesar shall not; danger knows full well 44 
That Caesar is more dangerous than he: 

We are two iions litter’d in one day, 

Ahd I the elder and more terrible: 

And Caesar shall go forth. 

Cal. Alas! my lord, 48 

Your wisdom is consum’d in confidence. 

Do not go forth to-day: call it my fear 
That keeps you in the house, and not your own. 
We’ll send Mark Antony to the senate-house, 52 
.And he shall say you are not well to-day: 

Let me, upon my knee, prevail in this. 

Cas. Mark Antony shall say I am not well; 
And, for thy humour, I will stay at borne. 36 


JULIUS CiESAR 

Enter DECIUS. 

Here's Decius Brutus, he shall tell them so. 
Dec. Caesar, all hail! Good morrow, worthy 
Caesar; 

I come to fetch you to the senate-house. 

Cas. And you are come in very happy time 
To bear my greeting to the senators, 61 
And tell them that I will not come to-day: 
Cannot, is false, and that I dare not, falser; 

I will not come to-day: tell them so, Decius. 64 
Cal. Say he is sick. 

Cas. Shall Caesar send a lie? 

Have I in conquest stretch’d mine arm so far 
To be afeard to tell greybeards the truth? 
Decius, go tell them Ctesar will not come. 68 
Dec. Most mighty Caesar, let me know some 
cause. 

Lest 1 be laugh’d at when I tell them so. 

Cas. The cause is in my will: 1 will not come; 
That is enough to satisfy the senate; 72 

But for your private satisfaction. 

Because 1 love you, I will let you know: 
Calphumia here, my wife, stays me at home: 
She dreamt to-night she saw my statua, 76 
Which, like a fountain with a hundred spouts. 
Did run pure blood; and many lusty Romans 
Came smiling, and did bathe their hands in it: 
And these does she apply for warnings and por¬ 
tents, 80 

And evils imminent; and on her knee 
Hath begg’d that I will stay at home to-day. 

Dec. This dream is all amiss interpreted; 

It was a vision fair and fortunate: 84 

Your statue spouting blood in many pipes. 

In which so many smiling Romans bath’d. 
Signifies that from you great Rome shall suck 
Reviving blood, and that great men shall press 
For tinctures, stains, relics, and cognizance. 89 
This by Calphumia’s dream is signified. 

Cas. And this way have you well expounded 
it. 

Dec. I have, when you have heard what I 
can say: 92 

And know it now: the senate have concluded 

To give this day a crown to mighty Caesar. 

If you shall send them word you will not come, 
Their minds may change. Besides, it were a 
mock 96 

Apt to be render’d, for some one to say 
'Break up the senate till another time. 

When Caesar’s wife shall meet with better 
dreams.’ 

IfCatsar hide himself, shall they not whisper 100 
‘Lo! Ctesar is afraid?’ 

Pardon me, Ctesar; for my dear dear love 
To your proceeding bids me tell you this, 

And reason to my love is liable. 104 

Cas. How foolish do your fears seem now, 
Calphumia! 

I am ashamed I did yield to them. 

Give me my robe, for 1 will go: 

Enter PUBLIUS, BRUTUS, LIOARIUS, METELLUS, 
CASCA, TREBON3US, and CINNA. 

And look where Publius is come to fetch me. 108 
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Pub. Good morrow, Caesar. 

Gas. Welcome, Publius. 

What! Brutus, are you stirr'd so early too? 
Good morrow, Casca. Caius Ligarius, 

Oesar was ne’er so much your enemy m 
As that same ague which bath made you lean. 
What is't o’clock? 

Bru. Oesar, ’tis strucken eight. 

Cat. Ithankyouforyourpainsaadcourtesy. 

Enter ANTONY. 

Seel Antony, that revels long o’ nights, itS 
Is notwithstanding up. Good morrow, Antony. 
Ant. So to most noble Oesar. 

Cat. Bid them prepare within: 

I am to blame to be thus waited for. 

Now, Cinna; now, Metellus; what, Treboniusl 
I have an hour’s talk in store for you; us 
Remember that you call on me to-day: 

Be near me, that I may remember you. 

Treb. Oesar, I will:— [Aside.] and so near 
win I be, U4 

That your best friends shall wish I had been 
further. 

Cas. Good friends, go in, and taste some 
wine with me; 

And we, like friends, will straightway go to¬ 
gether, 

Bru. [Aside.] That every like is not the same, 
O Caesar 1 sag 

The heart of Brutus yearns to think upon. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene in. —The Same. A Street near 
the Capitol. 

Enter AKTEMIDORUS, reading a paper. 

Art. Casar, beware of Brutus: take heed of 
Cassius; come not near Casca; have an eye to 
Cimia; trust not Trebonius; mark well Metel¬ 
lus Cimber; Decius Brutus loves thee not; thou 
hast Wronged Caius Ligarius. There is but one 
mind hi all these men, and it is bent against 
Cttsar. If thou be'st not immortal, look about 
you: security gives way to conspiracy. The 
mighty gods defend thee ! Thy lover, 9 

Aktemidoxus. 

Here will I stand till Oesar pass along. 

And as a suitor will I give him this. u 

My heart laments that virtue cannot live 
Out of the teeth of emulation. 

If thou read this, O Csesar! thou mayst live; 

If not, the Fates with traitors do contrive. I Exit. 

Scene IV .—The Same. Another Part of the 
same Street, before the House of BRUTUS. 

Enter portia and lvcjvs. 

Par. I prithee, boy, run to the senate-house; 
Stay not to answer me, but get thee gone. 
Why dost thou stay? 

Luc. To know my errand, madam. 

Pot. I would have had thee there, and here 

Ere Yean’tell thee what thou shouldst do there. 
O constancy 1 be strong upon my side; 


Set a huge mountain ’tween my heart and 
tongue; 

I have a man’s mind, but a woman's might. 8 
How hard it is for women to keep counsell 
Art thou here yet? 

Luc. Madam, what shall I do? 

Run to the Capitol, and nothing else? 

And so return to you, and nothing else? n 
For. Yes, bring me word, boy, if thy lord 
look well. 

For he went sickly forth; and take good note 
What Oesar doth, what suitors press to him. 
Hark, boy! what noise is that? 16 

Luc. I hear none, madam. 

Por. Prithee, listen well: 

I heard a bustling rumour, like a fray, 

And the wind brings it from the Capitol. 

Luc. Sooth, madam, I hear nothing. so 


Enter the Soothsayer. 

Por. Come hither, fellow: which way hast 
thou been? 

Sooth. At mine own house, good lady. 

Por. What is’t o’clock? 

Sooth. About the ninth hour, lady. 

Por. Is Oesar yet gone to the Capitol? >4 
Sooth. Madam, not yet: 1 go to take my 
stand, 

To see him pass on to the Capitol. 

Por. Thou hast some suit to Oesar, hast 
thou not? 

Sooth. That I have, lady: if it will please 
Oesar -* 

To be so good to Csesar as to hear me, 

I shall beseech him to befriend himself. 

Por. Why, know'st thou any harm *s in¬ 
tended towards him? 

Sooth. None that 1 know will be, much that 
I fear may chance. 3 > 

Good morrow to you. Here the street is narrow: 
The throng that follows Oesar at the heels, 
Of senators, of praetors, common suitors, 

Will crowd a feeble man' almost to death: 3 * 
I’ll get me to a place more void, and there 
Speak to great Oesar as he comes along. [Exit. 

Por. I must go in. Ay me! how weak a tiling 
The heart of woman is. O Brutus! 4 » 

The heavens speed thee in thine enterprise. 
Sure, the boy heard me: Brutus bath a suit 
That Oesar will not grant. O! I grow faint. 
Run, Lucius, and commend me to my lord; 44 
Say I am merry: come to me again. 

And bring me word what he doth say to thee. 

"[Exeunt, severally. 


ACT HI 

Scene L — Pome. Before the Capitol; the 
Senate sitting above. 

A crowd of People; among them ARTEMIDORUS 
and the Soothsayer. Flourish. Enter casar, 

BRUTUS, CASSIUS, CASCA, DECIUS, METELLUS, 
TREBONIUS, CINNA, ANTONY, LBFIDUS, POH- 

Lius, publius, and Others. 

Cn. [To the Soothsayer.] The ides of Match 
an corns. 
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Sooth. Ay, Osu; bat not gone. 

Art. Hail, Cesar! Read this schedule. 

Dec. Treboniusdothdesire you to o’er-read, 4 
At your best leisure, this his humble suit. 

Art. O Cesar! read mine first; for mine’s a 
suit 

That touches Cesar nearer. Read it, great 
Cesar. 

Caa. What touches us ourself shall be last 
serv’d. 8 

Art. Delay not, Caesar; read it instantly. 
Caa. What! is the fellow mad? 

Pub. Sirrah, give place. 

Caa. What! urge you your petitions in the 
street? 

Come to the CapitoL is 

CESAK goea up to the Senate-House, the rest 
following. All the Senators rise. 

Pop. I wish your enterprise to-day may 
thrive. 

Cos. What enterprise, Popilius? 

Pop. Fare you well. 

{Advances to ccsak. 
Bru. What said Popilius Lena? 

Cos. He wish’d to-day our enterprise might 
thrive. xti 

I fear our purpose is discovered. 

Bru. Look, bow he makes to Cent: mark 
him. 

Caa. Casca, be sudden, for we fear preven¬ 
tion. 

Brutus, what shall be done? If this be known, so 
Cassius or Ctesar never shall turn back. 

For I will slay myself. 

Bru. Cassius, be constant: 

Popilius Lena speaks not of our purposes; 
For, look, he smiles, and Caesar doth not 
change. as 

Caa. Trebonius knows his time; for, look 
you, Brutus, 

He draws Mark Antony out of the way. 

{Exeunt ANTONY and TREBONIUS. CAESAR 
and the Senators take their seats. 
Dec. Where is Metellus Cimber ? Let him go, 
And presently prefer his suit to Caesar. 28 
Bru. He is address’d; press near and second 
him. 

Cin. Cases, you are the first that rears your 
hand. 

Casca. Are we all ready? What Is now amiss, 
That Caesar and his senate must redress? 32 
Met. Most high, most mighty, and most 
puissant Ctesar, 

Metellus Cimber throws before thy seat 
A humble heart,— I Kneeling . 

Cas. I must prevent thee, Cimber. 

These couchings and these lowly courtesies, 36 
Might fire the blood of ordinary men. 

And turn preordinance and first decree 
Into the law of children. Be not fond. 

To think that Ctesar bears such rebel blood 40 
That will be thaw'd from the true quality 
With that which melteth fools; I mean sweet 

tow-crooked curtsies, and basespanielfawning. 


Thy brother by decree is banished: 44 

If thou dost bend and pray and fawn for him, 
I spurn thee like a cur out of my way. 

Know, Ctesar doth not wrong, nor without cause 
Will he be satisfied. 48 

Met. Is there no voice more worthy than my 
own, 

To sound more sweetly in great Csesar's ear 
For the repealing of my banish'd brother? 
Bru. I kiss thy hand, but not in flattery, 
Ctesar: 52 

Desiring thee, that Publius Cimber may 
Have an immediate freedom of repeal. 

Cas. What, Brutus I 

Car. Pardon, Ctesar: Ctesar, pardon: 
As low as to tint foot doth Cassius tall, 56 
To beg enfranchisement for Publius Cimber. 

Cas. I could be well mov’d if I were as you; 
If I could pray to move, prayers would move 
me; 

But I am constant as the northern star, 60 
Of whose true-fix’d and resting quality 
There is no fellow in the firmament. 

The skies are painted with unnumber'd sparks. 
They are all fire and every one doth shine, 64 
But there’s but one in all doth hold his place: 
So, in the world; 'tis furnish'd well with men. 
And men are flesh and blood, and apprehensive; 
Yet in the number I do know but one 68 
That unassailable holds on his rank, 

Unshak’d of motion: and that I am he. 

Let me a little show it, even in this. 

That I was constant Cimber should be banish'd. 
And constant do remain to keep him so. 73 
Cin. O Cesar,— 

Cas. Hence! Wilt thou lift up Olympus! 
Dee. Great Ctesar,— 

Cas. Doth not Brutus bootless kneel? 
Casca. Speak, hands, for me! 76 

1 They stab Casar. 
Cas. Et tu, BruteT Then fall, Cesar 1 l Dies. 
Cin. Liberty! Freedom! Tyranny is dead! 
Run hence, proclaim, cry it about the streets. 
Cas. Some to the common pulpits, and cry 
out. So 

‘Liberty, freedom, and enfranchisement!’ 

Bru. People and senators be not affrighted; 
Fly not; stand still; ambition’s debt is paid. 
Casca. Go to the pulpit, Brutus. 

Dec. And Cassius too. 84 

Bru. Where’s Publius? 

Cin. Here, quite confounded with this mu¬ 
tiny. 

Met. Stand fast together, lest some friend of 
Cesar’s 

Should chance— sa 

Bru. Talk not of standing. Publius, good 
cheer; 

There is no harm intended to your person. 
Nor to no Roman else; so tell them, Publius. 
Cas. And leave us, Publius; lest that the 
people, 92 

Rushing on us, should do your age some mis- 


Bru. Do so; and let no man abide this & 
But we the doers. 
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Re-enter TREBONIUS, 

Cat. Where’s Antony? 

Tre. Fled to his house amaz’d. 9* 

Men, wives and children stare, cry out and run 
As it were doomsday. 

Bru. Fates, we will know your pleasures. 
That we shall die, we know; 'tis but the time 
And drawing days out, that men stand upon. 100 
Caeca. Why, he that cuts off twenty years 
of life 

Cuts off so many years of fearing death. 

Bru. Grant that, and then is death a benefit: 
So are we Caesar’s friends, that have abridg’d 104 
His time of fearing death. Stoop, Romans, 
stoop. 

And let us bathe our hands in Caesar’s blood 
Up to the elbows, and besmear our swords: 
Then walk we forth, even to the market-place; 
And waving our red weapons o’er our heads, 109 
Let’s all cry, ‘Peace, freedom, and liberty!’ 
Cas. Stoop, then, and wash. How many ages 
hence 

Shall this our lofty scene be acted o’er, m 
In states unborn and accents yet unknown! 
Bru. How many times shall Cesar bleed in 
sport, 

That now on Pompey’s basis lies along 
No worthier than the dust 1 

Cas. So oft as that shall be, 116 

So often shall the knot of us be call'd 
The men that gave their country liberty. 

Dec. What! shall we forth? 

Cas. Ay, every man away: 

Brutus shall lead; and we will grace his heels 
With the most boldest and best hearts of 
Rome. ui 

Enter a Servant. 

Bru. Soft! who comes here? A friend of 
Antony’s. 

Sen. Thus, Brutus, did my master bid me 
kneel; 

Thus did Mark Antony bid me fall down; 124 
And, being prostrate, thus he bade me say: 
Brutus is noble, wise, valiant, and honest; 
Caesar was mighty, bold, royal, and loving: 
Say I love Brutus, and I honour him; 128 
Say I fear’d Caesar, honour’d him, and lov’d 
him. 

If Brutus will vouchsafe that Antony 
May safely come to him, and be resolv’d 
How Caesar hath deserv’d to lie in death, 13a 
Mark Antony shall not love Caesar dead 
So well as Brutus living; but will follow 
The fortunes and affairs of noble Brutus 
Thorough the hazards of this untrod state 13S 
With ail true faith. So says my master Antony. 

Bru. ThymasterisawiseandvaliantRoman; 
I never thought him worse. 

Tell him, so please him come unto this place. 
He shall be satisfied; and, by my honour, 141 
Depart untouch’d. 

Sen. I’ll fetch him presently. [Exit. 

Bru. I know that we shall have him well to 
ftiend. 

Cat. I wish we may: but yet have I a mind 


That fears him much; and my misgiving still 
Falls shrewdly to the purpose. >4* 

Re-enter antony. 

Bru. But here comes Antony. Welcome, 
Mark Antony. 

Ant. O mighty Cffisar! dost thou lie so low? 
Are all thy conquests, glories, triumphs, spoils. 
Shrunk to this little measure? Fare thee well. 
I know not, gentlemen, what you intend, 151 
Who else must be let blood, who else is rank: 
If I myself, there is no houT so fit 
As Caesar's death's hour, nor no instrument 
Of half that worth as those your swords, made 
rich 

With the most noble blood of all this world. 136 
I do beseech ye, if ye bear me hard. 

Now, whilst yobr purpled hands do reek and 
smoke. 

Fulfil your pleasure. Live a thousand years, 

I shall not find myself so apt to die: 160 

No place will please me so, no mean of death. 
As here by Caesar, and by you cut off, 

The choice and master spirits of this age. 

Bru. O Antony! beg not your death of us. 
Though now we must appear bloody and 
cruel, 165 

As, by our hands and this our present act, 
You see we do, yet see you but our hands 
And this the bleeding business they have done: 
Our hearts you see not; they are pitiful; 169 
And pity to the general wrong of Rome— 

As fire drives out fire, so pity pity— 

Hath done this deed on Caesar. For your part. 
To you our swords have leaden points, Mark 
Antony; >73 

Our arms, in strength of malice, and our hearts 
Of brothers’ temper, do receive you in 
With all kind love, good thoughts, and reve¬ 
rence. 176 

Cas. Your voice shall be as strong as any 
man’s v 

In the disposing of new dignities. 

Bru. Only be patient till we have appeas’d 
The multitude, beside themselves with fear, > 8 o 
And then we will deliver you the cause 
Why I, that did love Csesar when I struck him. 
Have thus proceeded. 

Ant. I doubt not of your wisdom. 

Let each man render me his bloody hand: 184 
First, Marcus Brutus, will I shake with you; 
Next, Caius Cassius, do I take your hand; 
Now, Decius Brutus, yours; now yours, Metel- 
lus; 

Yours, China; and, my valiant Casca, y outs;> 88 
Though last, not least in love, yours, good Tre- 
bonius. 

Gentlemen all,—alas! what shall I say? 

My credit now stands on such slippery ground. 
That one of two bad ways you must conceit me. 
Either a coward or a flatterer. 193 

That I did love thee, Caesar, O! ’tis true: 

If then thy spirit look upon us now. 

Shall it not grieve thee dearer than thy death, 
To see thy Antony making his peace, 197 
Shaking the bloody fingers of thy foe*. 
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Moit noble! in the presence of thy cone? Ant. Ol pardon me, thou bleeding piece of 
Had I aa many eyes as thou hast wounds, 200 earth. 

Weeping as fast as they stream forth thy blood. That l am meek and gentle with these butchers; 
It would become me better than to close Thou art the ruins of the noblest man 256 

In terms of friendship with thine enemies. That ever lived in the tide of times. 

Pardon me, Juliusl Here wast thou bay'd, Woe to the hand that shed this costly blood 1 


brave hart; 204 

Here didst thou fall; and here thy hunters stand, 
Sign'd in thy spoil, and crimson'd in thy leth. 
O world I thou wast the forest to this hart; 
And this, indeed, O world t the heart of thee. 20s 
How like a deer, strucken by many princes, 
Dost thou here lie! 

Cas. Mark Antony,— 

Ant. Pardon me, Caius Cassius: 

The enemies of Cesar shall say this; 21a 
Then, in a friend, it is cold modesty. 

Cas. I blame you not for praising Cesar so; 
But what compact mean you to have with us? 


dui wuui cuuipaLi iuuui j’uu ui uavv mui uo. rviiu wwai a loiifttug 

Will you be prick’din number of ourfriends, 216 With Ate by his side come hot from hell, 


Over thy wounds now do I prophesy, 

Which like dumb mouths do ope their ruby 
lips, 260 

To beg the voice and utterance of my tongue, 
A curse shall light upon the limbs of men; 
Domestic fury and fierce civil strife 
Shall cumber all the parts of Italy; 264 

Blood and destruction shall be so in use, 

And dreadful objects so familiar, 

That mothers shall but smile when they behold 
Their infants quarter’d with the hands of war; 
All pity chok'd with custom of fell deeds: 269 
And Cesar’s spirit, ranging for revenge. 


Or shall we on, and not depend on you? 

Ant. Therefore I took your hands, but was 
indeed 

Sway’d from the point by looking down on 
Cesar. 

Friends am I with you all, and love you all, 220 
Upon this hope, that you shall give me reasons 
Why and wherein Caesar was dangerous. 

Bru. Or else were this a savage spectacle. 
Our reasons ate so full of good regard 224 
That were you, Antony, the son of Cesar, 
You should be satisfied. 

Ant. That’s all I seek: 

And am moreover suitor that I may 
Produce his body to the market place; 228 
And in the pulpit, as becomes a friend. 

Speak in the order of his funeral. 

Bru. You shall, Mark Antony. 

Cas. Brutus, a word with you. 

[Aside to brutus.) You know not what you do; 

do not consent 232 

That Antony speak in his fimeral ; 

Know you how much the people may be mov d 
By that which be will utter? 

Bru. By your pardon; 

I will myself into the pulpit first, 236 

And show the reason of our Cesar’s death; 
What Antony shall speak, I will protest 
He speaks by leave and by permission. 

And that we are contented Cesar shall 240 
Have all true rites and lawful ceremonies. 

It shall advantage more than do us wrong. 
Car. I know not what may fall; I like it not. 
Bru. Mark Antony, here, take you Casar’s 
body. 244 

You shall not in your funeral speech blame us, 
But speak all good you can devise of Caesar, 
And say you do’t by our permission; 

Else shall you not have any hand at all 24s 
About his funeral; and you shall speak 
In the same pulpit whereto I am going. 

After my speech is ended. 

Ant. Be it so; 

, I do desire no more. 23a 

Bru. Prepare the body then, and follow us. 

[Exeunt all but ANTONY. 


Shall in these confines with a monarch’s voice 
Cry ‘Havoc I’ and let slip the dogs of war; 273 
That this foul deed shall smell above the earth 
With carrion men, groaning for burial. 

Enter a Servant. 

You serve Octavius Cesar, do you not? 276 
Serv. I do, Mark Antony. 

Ant. Caesar did write for him to come to 
Rome. 

Serv. He did receive his letters, and is coming; 
And bid me say to you by word of mouth— 280 
[Seeing the body. 

O Caesar 1— 

Ant. Thy heart is big, get thee apart and 
weep. 

Passion, I see, is catching; for mine eyes. 
Seeing those beads of sorrow stand in thine, 284 
Began to water. Is thy master coming? 

Serv. He lies to-night within seven leagues of 
Rome. 

Ant. Post back with speed, and tell him what 
hath chanc’d: 

Here is a mourning Rome, a dangerous Rome, 
No Rome of safety for Octavius yet; 289 
Hie hence and tell him so. Yet, stay awhile; 
Thou shalt not back till I have borne this corpse 
Into the market-place; there shall I try, 292 
In my oration, how the people take 
The cruel issue of these bloody men; 
According to the which thou shalt discourse 
To young Octavius of the state of things. 29s 
Lend me your hand. 

t Exeunt, with C£SAR*S body. 

Scene II. —The Same. The Forum. 

Enter brutus and Cassius, and a throng of 
Citizens. 

Citizens. We will be satisfied: let us be satis - 
fled. 

Bru. Then follow me, and give me audience:, 
friends. 

CasJus, go you into the other street. 

And part the numbers. 4 

Those that will hear me speak, let’em stay here; 
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Those that will follow Cassius, go with him; 
And public reasons shall be rendered 
Of Cesar’s death. 

First Cit. I will hear Brutus speak, s 

Sec. Cit. I will hear Cassius; and compare 
their reasons. 

When severally we hear them rendered. 

{Exit Cassius, with some of the Citizens; 

BRUTUS goes into the pulpit. 

Third Cit. The noble Brutus is ascended: 
silence! 

Bru. Be patient till the last. ta 

Romans, countrymen, and lovers! hear me for 
my cause; and be silent, that you may hear: 
believe me for mine honour, and have respect to 
mine honour, that you may believe: censure me 
in your wisdom, and awake your senses, that 
you may the better judge. Iftherebeanyin this 
assembly, any dear friend of Caesar’s, to him I 
say, that Brutus’ love to Caesar was no less than 
his. If then that friend demand why Brutus 
rose against Caesar, this is my answer: Not that 
I loved Caesar less, but that I loved Rome more. 
Had you rather Caesar were living, and die all 
slaves, than that Cesar were dead, to live all free 
men? As Cesar loved me, 1 weep for him; as 
he was fortunate, I rejoice at it; as he was 
valiant. I honour him; but, as he was ambitious, 
I slew him. There is tears for his love; joy for 
his fortune; honour for his valour; and death 
for his ambition. Who is here so base that 
would be a bondman? If any, speak; for him 
have I offended. Who is here so rude that 
would not be a Roman? If any, speak; for him 
have I offended. Who is here so vile that will 
not love his country? If any, speak; for him 
have I offended. I pause for a reply. 37 

Citizens. None, Brutus, none. 

Bru. Then none have I offended. I have 
done no more to Caesar, than you shall do to 
Brutus. The question of his death is enrolled 
in the Capitol; his glory not extenuated, where- 
in be was worthy, nor his offences enforced, for 
which he suffered death. 44 

Enter ANTONY and Others, with OESAk’S body. 
Here comes his body, mourned by Mark Antony: 
who, though he had no hand in his death, shall 
receive the benciit of his dying, a place in the 
commonwealth; as which of you shall not? 
With this I depart: that, as I slew my best lover 
for the good of Rome, I have the same dagger 
for myself when it shall please my country to 
need ray death. 32 

Citizens. Live, Brutus! live! live! 

First Cit. Bring him with triumph home 
unto his house. 

Sec. Cit. Give him a statue with his ancestors. 

Third Cit. Let him be Cesar. 

Fourth Cit. Caesar’s better parts 

ShaQ be crown’d in Brutus. 57 

First Cit. We’ll bring him to his house with 
' shouts and clamours. 

Bru. My countrymen,— 

Sec. Cit. Peace! silence! Brutus speaks. 

First Cit. Peace, ho! 60 
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Bru. Good countrymen, let me depart alone, 
And, for my sake, stay here with Antony. 

Do grace to Cesar’s corpse, and grace his speech 
Tending toCesar’sgiories.whichMarkAntony, 
By our permission, is allow’d to make. 63 
I do entreat you, not a man depart. 

Save I alone, till Antony have spoke. [Exit. 
First Cit. Stay, ho! and let us hear Mark 
Antony. 68 

Third Cit. Let him go up into the public 
chair; 

We’ll hear him. Noble Antony, go up. 

Ant. For Brutus' sake, I am beholding to 
you. [Goes up. 

Fourth Cit. What does he say of Brutus? 
Third Cit. He says, for Brutus’ sake, 

He finds himself beholding to us all. 73 

Fourth Cit. Twere best he speak no harm of 
Brutus here. 

First Cit. This Caesar was a tyrant. 

Third Cit. Nay, that’s certain: 

We are bless’d that Rome is rid of him. 76 
Sec. Cit. Peace! let us hear what Antony can 
say. 

Ant. You gentle Romans,— 

Citizens. Peace, ho! let us hear him. 

Ant. Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me 


your ears; 

I come to bury Cesar, not to praise him.' 80 
The evil that men do lives after them. 

The good is oft interred with their bones; 

So let it be with Caesar. The noble Brutus 
Hath told you Caesar was ambitious; 84 
It it were so, it was a grievous fault. 

And grievously hath Caesar answer’d it. 

Here, under leave of Brutus and the rest,— 
For Brutus is an honourable man; 88 

So are they all, all honourable men,— 

Come I to speak in Caesar’s funeral. 

He was my friend, faithful and just to me: 
But Brutus says he was ambitious; »z 

And Brutus is an honourable man. 

He hath brought many caffcives home to Rome, 
Whose ransoms did the general coffers fill: 
Did this in Caesar seem ambitious? 96 


When that the poor have cried, Caesar hath 
wept; 

Ambition should be made of sterner stuff: 
Yet Brutus says he was ambitious; 

And Brutus is an honourable man. 100 

You all did see that on the Lupercal 
I thrice presented him a kingly crown. 

Which he did thrice refuse: was this ambition? 
Yet Brutus says he was ambitious; 104 

And. sure, he is an honourable man. 

I speak not to disprove what Brutus spoke, 
But here I am to speak what I do know. 

You all did love him once, not without cause: 
What cause withholds you then to mourn for 
him? i °9 

O judgment! thou art fed to brutish beasts, 
And men have lost their reason. Bear with me; 
My heart is in the coffin there with Qesar, 11* 
And I must pause till it come back to me. . 
First Cit. Mcthinks there is much reason in 
his sayings. 
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Sec. Cit. If thou consider rightly of the 
matter, 

Caesar has had great wrong. 

Third Cit. Has he, masters? rtS 

I fear there will a worse come in his place. 
Fourth Cit. Mark’d ye his words ? He would 
not take the crown; 

Therefore 'tis certain he was not ambitious. 
First Cit. If it be found so, some will dear 
abide it. 120 

Sec. Cit. Poor soul! his eyes are red as fire 
with weeping. 

Third Cit. There’snotanoblermaninRome 
than Antony. 

Fourth Cit. Now mark him; he begins again 
to speak. 

Ant. But yesterday the word of Qesar might 
Have stood against the world; now lies he there, 
And none so poor to do him reverence. 

O masters! if I were dispos’d to stir 
Vour hearts and minds to mutiny and rage, 128 
1 should do Brutus wrong, and Cassius wrong. 
Who, you all know, are honourable men. 

I will not do them wrong; I rather choose 
To wrong the dead, to wrong myself, and you, 
Than I will wrong such honourable men. 133 
But here’s a parchment with the seal of Qesar; 

I found it in his closet, ’tis his will. 

Let out the commons hear this testament—136 
Which, pardon me, I do not mean to read— 
And they would go and kiss dead Ocsar’s 
wounds. 

And dip their napkins in his sacred blood, 
Yea, beg a hair of him for memory, 240 

And, dying, mention it within their wills, 
Bequeathing it as a rich legacy 
Unto their issue. 

Fourth Cit. We’ll hear the will: read it, Mark 
Antony. 144 

Citizens. The will, the will! we will hear 
Oesar’s will. 

Ant. Have patience, gentle friends; I must 
not read it: 

It is not meet you know how Caesar lov’d you. 
You are not wood, you are no t stones, but men; 
And, being men, hearing the will of Caesar, 149 
It will inflame you, it will make you mad. 

’Tis good you know not that you are his heirs; 
For If you should, O! what would come of it 
Fourth Cit. Read the will! we’ll hear it, 
Antony; iJ 3 

You shall read us the will, Cssar’s will. 

Ant. Will you be patient? Will you stay 
awhile? 

I have o’ershot myself to tell you of it 15* 
I fear I wrong the honourable men 
Whose daggers have stabb’d Caesar; I do fear it. 
Fourth Cit. They were traitors: honourable 
meni 

Citizens. The will! the testament! r«o 

Sec. Cit. They were villains, murderers. The 
will! read the win. 

Ant. You wifi compel me then to read the 
will? 

{hen make a ting about the corpse of Cesar, 
And let me show you him that made the with 164 


Shan I descend? and will you give me leave? 
Citizens. Come down. 

Sec. Cit. Descend. [ANTONY comes down. 
Third Cit. Y ou shall have leave. 168 

Fourth Cit. A ring; stand round. 

First Cit. Stand from the hearse; stand from 
the body. 

Sec. Cit. Room for Antony; most noble 
Antony. 

Ant. Nay, press not so upon me; stand far 
off. 172 

Citizens. Stand back! room! bear backl 
Ant. If you have tears, prepare to shed them 
now. 

You all do know this mantle: I remember 
The first time ever Qesar put it on: 176 

Twas on a summer's evening, in his tent, 

That day he overcame the Nervii. 

Look! in this place ran Cassius' dagger through: 
See what a rent the envious Casca made: 180 
Through this the well-beioved Brutus stabb'd; 
And, as he pluck’d his cursed steel away,, 

Mark how the blood of Caesar follow’d it. 

As rushing out of doors, to be resolv’d 184 
If Brutus so unkindly knock’d or no; 

For Brutus, as you know, was Cssar's angel; 
Judge, O you gods! how dearly Caesar lov’d 
him. 

This was the most unkindest cut of all; 188 
For when the noble Qesar saw him stab, 
Ingratitude, more strong than traitors' arms, 
Quite vanquish'd him: then burst his mighty 
heart; 

And, in his mantle muffling up his face, 19a 
Even at the base of Pompey’s status. 

Which all the while ran blood, great Qesar felL 
O! what a fall was there, my countrymen; 
Then I, and you, and all of us fell down, ipd 
Whilst bloody treason flourish’d over us. 

O! now you weep, and I perceive you feel 
The dint of pity; these are gracious drops. 
Kind souls, what! weep you when you but be¬ 
hold 200 

Our Caesar’s vesture wounded? Look you here, 
Here is himself, marr’d, as you see, with traitors. 
First Cit. O piteous spectacle! 

Sec. Cit. O noble Caesar! 304 

Third Cit. O woeful day! 

Fourth Cit. O traitors! villains! 

First Cit. O most bloody sight! 

Sec. Cit. We will be revenged. ao* 

Citizens. Revenge I—About I—Seek!—Burn! 
Fire!—Kill!—Slay! Let not a traitor live. 

Ant. Stay, countrymen! 

First Citizen. Peace there! Hear the noble 
Antony. 212 

Sec. Cit. We’ll hear him, well follow him, 
we’ll die with him. 

Ant. Good friends, sweet friends, let me not 
stir you up 

To such a sudden flood of mutiny. 

They that have done this deed are honourable; 
What private griefs they have, alas! I know 
not, 217 

That made them do it; they are wiieand honour- 

tbfe, 
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And will, no doubt, with reasons answer you. 
I come not, friends, to steal away your hearts: 
I am no orator, as Brutus is; 221 

But, as you know me all, a plain blunt roan, 
That love my friend; and that they know full 
well 

That gave me public leave to speak of him. 224 
For 1 have neither wit, nor words, nor worth. 
Action, nor utterance, nor the power of speech. 
To stir men’s blood: I only speak right on; 

I tell you that which you yourselves do know. 
Show you sweet Caesar’s wounds, poor poor 
dumb mouths, 229 

And bid them speak for me: but were I Brutus, 
And Brutus Antony, there were an Antony 
Would ruffle up your spirits, and put a tongue 
In every wound of Caesar, that should move 233 
The stones of Rome to rise and mutiny. 
Citizens. We’ll mutiny. 

First Cit. We’ll bum the house of Brutus. 
Third Cit. Away, then! come, seek the con¬ 
spirators. 237 

Ant. Yet hear me, countrymen; yet hear me 
speak. 

Citizens. Peace, ho!—Hear Antony,—most 
noble Antony. 

Ant. Why, friends, you go to do you know 
not what. 240 

Wherein hath Caesar thus deserv’d your loves ? 
Alas! you know not: I must tell you then. 
You have forgot the will I told you of. 

Citizens. Most true. The will 1 let’s stay and 
hear the will. 244 

Ant. Here is the will, and under Caesar’s seal. 
To every Roman citizen he gives, 

To every several man, seventy-five drachmas. 
Sec. Cit. Most noble Caesar! we’ll revenge 
his death. 248 

Third Cit. O royal Caesar! 

Ant. Hear me with patience. 

Citizens. Peace, ho! 

Ant. Moreover, he hath left you all his walks, 
His private arbours, and new-planted orchards, 
On this side Tiber: he hath left them you. 

And to your heits for ever; common pleasures, 
To walk abroad, and recreate yourselves. 256 
Hoe was a Caesar! when comes such another? 

First Cit. Never,never! Come,away,away! 
We’ll bum his body in the holy place. 

And with the brands fire the traitors' houses. 
Take up the body. 261 

Sec. Cit. Go fetch fire. 

Third Cit. Pluck down benches. 

Fourth Cit. Pluck down forms, windows, any 
thing. [Exeunt Citizens, with the body. 
Ant. Now let it work: mischief, thou art 
_ afoot, 265 

Take thou what course thou wilt! 

Enter a Servant. 

How now, fellow! 
Serr. Sir, Octavius is already come to Rome. 
Ant. Where is he? 268 

Sent. He and Lepidus are at Caesar’s house. 
Ant. And thither will I straight to visit Mm. 
He cornea upon a wish. Fortune is merry. 


And in this mood will give us any thing. 272 
Serv. I heard him say Brutus and Cassius 
Are rid like madmen through the gates of Rome. 
Ant. Belike they had some notice of the 
people, 275 

How I had mov'd them. Bring me to Octavius. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene III. —-The Same. A Street. 

Enter cinna, the Poet. 

Cin. I dreamt to-night that 1 did feast with 
Cajsar, 

And things unlucky charge my fantasy: 

I have no will to wander forth of doors, 

Yet something leads me forth. 4 

Enter Citizens. 

First Cit. What is your name? 

Sec. Cit. Whither are you going? 

Third Cit. Where do you dwell ? 

Fourth Cit. Are you a married man, or a 
bachelor? 9 

Sec. Cit. Answer every man directly. 

First Cit. Ay, and briefly. 

Fourth Cit. Ay, and wisely. 12 

Third Cit. Ay, and truly, you were best. 
Cin. What is my name? Whither am I 
going? Where do I dwell? Am I a married 
man, or a bachelor? Then, to answer every 
man directly and briefly, wisely and truly: 
wisely I say, I am a bachelor. is 

Sec. Cit. That's as much as to say, they are 
fools that marry; you’ll bear me a bang for 
that, I fear. Proceed; directly. 21 

Cin. Directly, I am going to Ctesar's funeral. 
First Cit. As a friend or an enemy? 

Cin. As a friend. 24 

Sec. Cit. That matter is answered directly. 
Fourth Cit. For your dwelling, briefly. 

Cin. Briefly, I dwell by the CapitoL 
Third Cit. Your name, sir. truly. 4a 

Cin. Truly, my name is Cinna. 

Sec. Cit. Tear him to nieces; he's a con¬ 
spirator. 

Cin. I am Cinna the poet, I am Cinna the 
poet. 33 

Fourth Cit. Tear him for his bad verses, tear 
him for his bad verses. 

Cin. I am not Cinna the conspirator. 

Sec. Cit. It is no matter, his name’s Cinna; 

C :k but his name out of his heart, and turn 
going. 39 

Third Cit. Tear him, tear him! Come, 

brands, ho! firebrands! To Brutus’, to Cassius’; 
bum aB. Some to Decius' house, and some to 
Casca’s; some to Llgarius’. Away! go! 43 

[Exeunt. 

ACT IV 

Scene L— Rome. A Room in ANTONY'S 
Bouse. 

ANTONY, OCTAVIUS, and LEPIDUS, seated at a 
table. 

Ant. These many then shall die; their names 
are prick’d. 
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Oct. Yourbrothertoomustdie;eonsentyou, 

Lepidus ? 

Lep. 1 do consent. 

Oct. Prick him down, Antony. 

Lep. Upon condition Publius shall not live, 4 
Who is your sister’s son, Mark Antony. 

Ant. He shall not live; look, with a spot I 
damn him. 

But, Lepidus, go you to Cesar’s house; 

Fetch the will hither, and we shall determine 8 
How to cut off some charge in legacies. 

Lep. What! shall I find you here? 

Oct. Or here or at the Capitol. 

[Exit LEPIDUS. 

Ant. This is a slight unmeritable man, 12 
Meet to be sent on errands: is it fit. 

The three-fold world divided, he should stand 
One of the three to share it? 

Oct. So you thought him; 

And took his voice who should be prick’d to die. 

In our black sentence and proscription. 17 
Ant. Octavius, I have seen more days than 
you: 

And though we lay these honours on this man. 
To ease ourselves of divers slanderous loads, 20 
He shall but bear them as the ass bears gold. 

To groan and sweat under the business, 

Either led or driven, as we point the way; 23 
And having brought our treasure where we will. 
Then take we down his load, and turn him off. 
Like to the empty ass, to shake his ears, 

And graze in commons. 

Ocr. You may do your will; 

But he’s a tried and valiant soldier. 28 

Ant. So is my horse, Octavius; and for that 
I do appoint him store of provender. 

It is a creature that I teach to fight, 

To wind, to stop, to run directly on, 32 
His corporal motion govern’d by my spirit. 
And, in some taste, is Lepidus but so; 
Hemustbetaught.and train'd, and bid go forth; 

A barren-spirited fellow; one that feeds 36 
On abject orts, and imitations, 

Which, out of use and stal’d by other men. 
Begin his fashion: do not talk of him 
But as a property. And now, Octavius, 40 
Listen great things: Brutus and Cassius 
Are levying powers; we must straight make 
head; 

Therefore let our alliance be combin’d, 

Our best friends made, and our best means 
stretch’d out; 44 

And let us presently go sit in council, 

How covert matters may be best disclos'd. 

And open perils surest answered. 

Oct. Let us do so: for we are at the stake, 48 
And bay’d about with many enemies; 

And some that smile have in their hearts, I fear, 
Millions of mischiefs. [ Exeunt. 

Scene II.— Camp near Sardis. Before 
bki/tl's’ Tent. 

Drum. Enter BRUTUS, LUCIUUS, LUCIUS, and 

Soldiers: mnNius and pindarus meet them. 
Bru. Stand, hoi 
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Lucil. Give the word, ho! and stand. 

Bru. What now, Lucilius! is Cassius near? 
Lucil. He is at hand: and Pindarus is come 4 
To do you salutation from his master. 

[PINDARUS gives a letter to BRUTUS. 
Bru. He greets me well. Your master, Pin¬ 
darus, 

In his own change, or by ill officers. 

Hath given me some worthy cause to wish 8 
Things done, undone; but, if he be at hand, 

1 shall be satisfied. 

Pin. I do not doubt 

But that my noble master will appear 
Such as he is, full of regard and honour. 12 
Bru. He is not doubted. A word, Lucilius; 
How he receiv’d you, let me be resolv’d. 

Lucil. With courtesy and with respect 
enough; 

But not with such familiar instances, 16 

Nor with such free and friendly conference. 

As he hath us’d of old. 

Bru. Thou hast describ’d 

A hot friend cooling. Ever note, Lucilius, 
When love begins to sicken and decay, 20 
It useth an enforced ceremony. 

There are no tricks in plain and simple faith; 
But hollow men, like horses hot at hand. 
Make gallant show and promise of their 
mettle; 24 

But when they should endure the Moody spur. 
They fall their crests, and, like deceitful jades. 
Sink in the trial. Comes his army on? 

Lucil. They mean this night in Sardis to be 

Quarter’d; 28 

The greater part, the horse in general, 

Are come with Cassius, 

Bru. Hark! he is arriv’d. 

[Low march within. 
March gently on to meet him. 

Enter cassius and Soldiers. 

Car. Stand, ho! 32 

Bru. Stand, ho! Speak the word along. 

First Sold. Standi 
Sec. Sold. Standi 

Third Sold. Standi 36 

Cas. Most noble brother, you have done me 
wrong. 

Bru. Judge me, you godsl Wrong I mine 
enemies? 

And, if not so, how should I wrong a brother? 
Cas. Brutus, this sober form of yours hides 
wrongs; 40 

And when you do them— 

Bru. Cassius, be content; 

Speak your griefs softly: I do know you well. 
Before the eyes of both our armies here. 
Which should perceive nothing but love from 

us, 44 

Let us not wrangle: bid them move away; 
Then in my tent, Cassius, enlarge your griefs. 
And I will give you audience. 

Cas. Pindarus, 

Bid our commanders lead their charges off 48 
A little from this ground. 

Bru. Lucilius, do y ou the like; and let no man 
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Con* to our tent till we have done our con¬ 
ference. 

Let Lucius and Tintinius guard our door. !i 

[Exeunt. 

SCENE m. —Within the Tent of BRUTUS. 

Enter BRUTUS and cassius. 

Car. That you have wrong’d me doth appear 
in this: 

Vou have condemn’d and noted Lucius Pella 
For taking bribes here of the Sardians; 
Wherein my letters, praying on his side, 4 
Because I knew the man, were slighted off. 
Bru. You wrong’d yourself to write in such 
a case. 

Cat. In such a time as this it is not meet 
That every nice offence should bear his com¬ 
ment. » 

Bru. Let me tell you, Cassius, you yourself 
Are much condemn'd to have an itching palm; 
To sell and mart your offices for gold 
To undeservers. 

Cat. I an itching palm! u 

You know that you are Brutus that speak this. 
Or, by the gods, this speech were else your last. 
Bru. The name of Cassius honours this cor¬ 
ruption, 

And chastisement doth therefore hide his head. 
Cas, Chastisement! 17 

Bru. Remember March, the ides of March 
remember: 

, Did not great Julius bleed for justice’ sake? 
What villain touch'd his body, that did stab, jo 
And not for justice? What! shall one of us, 
That struck the foremost man of all this world 
But for supporting robbers, shall we now 
Contaminate our fingers with base bribes, J 4 
And sell the mighty space of our large honours 
For so much trash as may be grasped thus? 

I had rather be a dog, and bay the moon, 
Than such a Roman. 

Cas. Brutus, bay not me; aS 

I’ll not endure it: you forget yourself. 

To hedge me in. I am a soldier, 1 , 

Older in practice, abler than yourself 
To make conditions. 

Bru. Go to; you are not, Cassius, 3a 

Cas. I am. 

Bru. I say you are not. 

Cas. Urge me no more, I shall forget myself; 
Have mind upon your health; tempt me no 
further. 36 

Bru. Away, slight man! 

Cas. Is’t possible? 

Bru. Hear me, for I will speak. 

Must I give way and room to your rash choler? 
Shall I be frighted when a madman stares? 40 
Cas. O ye gods! ye gods! Must I endure all 
this? 

Bru. All this! ay, more: fret till your proud 
heart break; 

Go show your slaves how choleric you are. 
And make your bondmen tremble. Must I 
budge? 44 

Must I observe you? Must I stand and crouch 


Under your testy humour? By the gods, 

You shall digest the venom of your spleen. 
Though it do split you; for, from this day forth. 
I’ll use you for my mirth, yea, for my laughter, 
When you are waspish. 

Cas. Is it come to this? 

Bru. You say you are a better soldier: 

Let it appear so; make your vaunting true, s» 
And it mall please me well. For mine own part, 
1 shall be glad to learn of noble men. 

Cas. You wrong me every way; you wrong 
me, Brutus; 

I said an elder soldier, not a better: 36 

Did I say, ’better?’ 

Bru. If you did, I care not. 

Cas. When Caesar liv’d, he durst not thus 
have mov’d me. 

Bru. Peace, peace! you durst not so have 
tempted lum. 

Cas. I durst not! So 

Bru. No. 

Cas. What! durst not tempt him! 

Bru. For your life you durst not. 

Cas. Do not presume too much upon my 
love; 

I may do that I shall be sorry for. 64 

Bru. You have done that you should be 
sorry for. 

There is no terror, Cassius, in your threats; 
For I am arm’d so strong in honesty 
That they pass by me as the idle wind, 68 
Which I respect not. I did send to you 
For certain sums of gold, which you denied me; 
For I can raise no money by vile means: 

By heaven, I had rather coin my heart, tj 
A nd drop my blood for drachmas, than to wring 
From the hard hands of peasants their vile trash 
By any indirection. I did send 
To you for gold to pay my legions, 76 

Which you denied me: was that done like 
Cassius? 

Should I have answer’d Caius Cassius so? 
When Marcus Brutus groves so covetous. 

To lode such rascal counters from his friends, 80 
Be ready, gods, with all your thunderbolts; 
Dash him to pieces! 

Cor. I denied you not. 

Bru. You did. 

Cor. I did not: he was but a fool 

That brought my answer back. Brutus hath 
liv’d my heart. 84 

A friend should bear his friend's infirmities. 
But Brutus makes mine greater than they ere, 
Bru. I do not, till you practise them on me. 
Cas. You love me not. 

Bru. I do not like your faults. 88 

Cas. A friendly eye could never see such 
faults. 

Bru. A flatterer’s would not, though they do 
appear 

As huge as high Olympus. 

Cas. Come, Antony, and young Octavius, 
come, «a 

Revenge yourselves alone on Cassius, 

For Cassius is aweary of the world; 

Hated by one he loves; brav'd by bis brother; 
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Check’d like a bondman: ail his faults observ'd. 
Set in a note-book, learn d, and conn'd by rote. 
To cast into my teeth. Ot I could weep 
My spirit from mine eyes. There is my dagger. 
And here my naked breast; within, a heart ioo 
Dearer than Plutus’ mine, richer than gold: 

If that thou be’st a Roman, take it forth; 

L that denied thee gold, will give my heart: 
Strike, as thou didst at Cesar; for, I know, 104 
When thou didst hate him worst, thou lov'dst 
him better 

Than ever thou lov'dst Cassius. 

Bru. Sheathe your dagger: 

Be angry when you will, it shall have scope; 
Do what you will, dishonour shall be humour. 
O Cassius! you are yoked with a lamb 109 
That carries anger as the flint bears fire. 

Who, much enforced, shows a hasty spark, 
And straight is cold again. 

Car. Hath Cassius liv’d its 

To be but mirth and laughter to his Brutus, 
When grief and blood ill-temper’d vexeth him ? 
Bru. When 1 spoke that I was ill-temper’d 
too. 

Car. Do you confess so much? Givemeyour 
hand. 116 

Bru. And my heart too. 

Car. O Brutus I 

Bru. What's the matter? 

Cor. Have not you love enough to bear with 
me, 

When that rash humour which my mother gave 
me 

Makes me forgetful? 

Bru. Yes, Cassius; and iVom henceforth 
When you are over-earnest with your Brutus,rn 
He’ll think your mother chides, and leave you 
so. [Noire within. 

Poet. [Within.] Let me gh in to ice the 
generals; 

There is tome grudge between ’em, 'tit not meet 
They be alone. its 

LuciL [IW»A6».l Youshallnotcometothem. 
Poet. [Within.] Nothing but death shall stay 
me. 

Enter Poet, followed by lucilius, titinius, 
and Lucius. 

Car. How now! What’s the matter? 118 
Poet. For shame, you generals! What do 
you mean? 

Love, and be Riends, as two such men should be; 
For I have seen more years, I’m sure, than ye. 
Cor. Ha, hat how vilely doth this cynic rime! 
Bru. Get you hence, sirrah; saucy fellow, 
hence! (33 

Car. Bear with him, Brutus; ’ds his fashion. 
Bru. I’ll know his humour, when he knows 
his time: 

What should the wars do with these jigging 
fools? (36 

Companion, hence 1 

Car. Away, awayl be gone. 

[Exit Poet 

Bru. Lucilius and Titiaius, bid the com¬ 
manders 


Prepare to lodge their companies to-night 
Car. And come yourselves, and bring Mes- 
sala with you, 140 

Immediately to us. 

[Exeunt lucilius and titinius. 
Bru. Lucius, a bowl of wine! [Exit lucius. 
Cor. I did not think you could have been so 
angry. 

Bru. O Cassius! I am sick of many griefs. 
Car. Ofyourphilosophyyoumakenousei44 
If you give place to accidental evils. 

Bru. No man bears sorrow better: Portia is 
dead. 

Car. Ha! Portia! 

Bru. She is dead. 148 

Car. How ’scap’d I killing when I cross’d 
you so? 

O insupportable and touching loss! 

Upon what sickness? 

Bru. Impatient of my absence, 

And grief that young Octavius with Mark 
Antony 132 

Have made themselves so strong;—for with 
her death 

That tidings came:—with this she fell district. 
And, her attendants absent, swallow’d firtt 
Cor. And died so? 

Bru. Even so. 

Car, O ye Imibortal go^s! tsf 

Enter LUCIUS, with wine and tapers. 

Bru. Speak no more of her. Give me a bowl 
of wine. 

In this I bury all unkindness, Cassius. [Drinks, 
Cas. My heart is thirsty for that noble pledge. 
Fill, Lucius, till the wine o'erswell the cup; 160 
I cannot drink too much of Brutus’ love. 

[Drinks. 

Bru. Come in, Titinius. [Exit lucius. 
Re-enter TrriNius, with messala. 

Welcome, good Messala. 
Now sit we close about this taper here, 

And call in question our necessities. 164 
Car. Portia, art thou gone? 

Bru. No more, I pray you. 

Messala, I have here received letters. 

That young Octavius and Mark Antony 
Come down upon us with a mighty power, 168 
Bending their expedition towards Philippi. 
Met. Myself have letters of the self-same 
tenour. 

Bru. With what addition? 

Mrs. That by proscription and bills of out¬ 
lawry, 17a 

Octavius, Antony, and Lepidus, 

Have put to death an hundred sens ton. 

Bru. Therein our letters do not well agree; 
Mine speak of seventy senators that died 176 
By their proscriptions, Cicero being one. 

Cas. Cicero one! 

Mes. Cicero is dead. 

And by that order of proscription. 

Had you your letters from your wife, my lord? 
Bru. No, Messala. 181 

Mes. Nor nothing in your letters writ ofher? 



JULIUS C/ESAR 840 Ucriv 


Bru. Nothing, Messala. 

Afes. That, methinks, is strange. 

Bru. Why ask you? Hear you aught of her 
in yours? >84 

Mes. No, my lord. 

Bru. Now, as you are a Roman, tell me true. 
Mes. Then like a Roman bear the truth I tell: 
For certain she is dead, and by strange manner. 
Bru. Why, farewell, Portia. We must die, 
Messala: 189 

With meditating that she must die once, 

I have the patience to endure it now. 

Mes. Even so great men great losses should 
endure. > 9 * 

Cas. I have as much of this in art as you, 
But yet my nature could not bear it so. 

Bru. Well, to our work alive. What do you 
think 

Of marching to Philippi presently? 19* 

Cas. I do not think it good. 

Bru. Your reason ? 

Cas. This is it: 

*Tis better that the enemy seek us: 

So shall he waste his means, weary his soldiers, 
Doing himself offence; whilst we, lying still, 200 
Are full of rest, defence, and nimbleness. 

Bru. Good reasons must, of force, give place 
to better. 

The people 'twixt Philippi and this ground 
Do stand but in a fore d affection; 204 

For they have grudg’d us contribution: 

The enemy, marching along by them. 

By them shall make a fuller number up. 

Come onrefresh’d, new-added, and encourag’d; 
From which advantage shall we cut him off, 209 
If at Philippi we do face him there. 

These people at our back. 

Cas. Hear me, good brother. 

Bru. Under your pardon. You must note 
beside, 212 

That we have tried the utmost of our friends, 
Our legions are brim-full, our cause is ripe: 
The enemy increaseth every day: 

We, at the height, are ready to decline. 21S 
There is a tide in the affairs of men. 

Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune; 
Omitted, all the voyage of their life 
Is bound in shallows and in miseries. 22a 
On such a full sea are we now afloat; 

And we must take the current when it serves. 
Or lose our ventures. 

Cas. Then, with your will, go on; 

We’ll along ourselves, and meet them at 
Philippi. 224 

Bru. The deep of night is crept upon our talk. 
And nature must obey necessity, 

Which we will niggard with a little mat. 

There is no mom to say? 

Cas. No more. Good-night: aa! 

Early to-morrow will we rise, and hence. 

Bru. Lucius 1 


Re-enter Lucius. 

My gown. [Exit LUCIUS. 
Farewell, good Messala: 


Good-night, Titinius. Noble, noble Cassius, 
Good-night, and good repose. 

Cas. O my dear brother! 232 

This was an ill beginning of the night: 

Never come such division ’tween our souls! 
Let it not, Brutus. 

Bru. Every thing is well. 

Cas. Good-night, my lord. 

Bru. Good-night, good brother. 236 

Jjfej ) Good-night, Lord Brutus. 

Bru. Farewell, every one. 

[Exeunt cassius, titinius, and messala. 


Re-enter LUCIUS, with the gown. 

Give me the gown. Where is thy instrument? 
Luc. Here m the tent. 

Bru. What! thou speak’st drowsily? 

Poor knave, I blame thee not; thou art o’er- 
watch’d. 240 

Call Claudius and some other of my men; 

I'll have them sleep on cushions in my tent. 
Luc. Varro! and Claudius 1 


Enter VARRO and CLAUDIUS. 

Var. Calls my lord? 244 

Bru. I pray you, sirs, lie in my tent and sleep: 
It may be I shall raise you by and by 
On business to my brother Cassius. 

Var. So please you, wc will stand and watch 
your pleasure. 248 

Bru. I will not have it so; lie down, good sirs; 
It may be I shall otherwise bethink me. 

Look, Lucius, here's the book I sought for so; 
I put it in the pocket of my gown. 232 

[j'ARRO and CLAUDIUS lie down. 

Luc. I was sure your lordship did not give it 
me. 

Bru. Bear with me, good boy, I am much 
forgetful. 

Canst thou hold up thy heavy eyes awhile. 
And touch tby instrument a strain or two? 236 
Luc. Ay, my lord, an’t please you. 

Bru. It does, my boy: 

I trouble thee too much, but thou art willing. 
Luc. It is my duty, sir. 

Bru. I should not urge thy duty past thy 
might; 260 

I know young bloods look for a time of rest. 
Luc. I have slept, my lord, already. 

Bru. It was well done, and thou shall sleep 
again; 

I will not hold thee long: if I do live, 264 

I will be good to thee. [Music, and a Song. 
This is a sleepy tune; O murderous slumber I 
Lay’st thou thy leaden mace upon my boy. 
That plays thee music? Gentle knave, good¬ 
night; 268 

I will not do thee so much wrong to wake thee. 
If thou dost nod, thou break’st thy instrument; 
I’ll take it from thee; and, good boy, good-night. 
Let me see, let me see; is not the leaf turn d 
down . 

Where I left reading} Hem it is, I think . 
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Enter the Ghost of c*sar. 

How ill this taper bums! Ha! who comes here? 
I think it is the weakness of mine eyes 
That shapes this monstrous apparition. 276 
It comes upon me. Art thou any thing? 

Art thou some god, some angel, or some devil. 
That mak’st my blood cold and my hair to 
stare? 

Speak to me what thou art. 2S0 

Ghost. Thy evil spirit, Brutus. 

Bru. Why com’st thou? 

Ghost. To tell thee thou shalt see me at 
Philippi. 

Bru. Well; then I shall see thee again? 
Ghost. Ay, at Philippi. 

Bru. Why, I will see thee at Philippi then. 

[Ghost vanishes. 
Now I have taken heart thou vanishest: 285 
Ill spirit, I would hold more talk with thee. 
Boy, Lucius 1 Varrol Claudius! Sirs, awake! 
Claudius! 288 

Imc. The strings, my lord, are false. 

Bru. He thinks he still is at his instrument. 
Lucius, awake! 

Imc. My lord! 292 

Bru. Didst thou dream, Lucius, that thou so 
criedst out? 

Imc. My lord, I do not know that I did cry. 
Bru. Yes, that thou didst. Didst thou see 
any thing ? 

Luc. Nothing, my lord. 296 

Bru. Sleep again, Lucius. Sirrah, Claudius! 
Fellow thou! awake! 

Var. My lord I 

Clau. My lord! 300 

Bru. Why did you so cry out, sirs, in your 
sleep? 

Claii } ^ we ' Hty lord? 

Bru. Ay: saw you any thing? 

Var. No, my lord, I saw nothing. 

Clau. Nor I, my lord. 

Bru. Go, and commend me to my brother 
Cassius. 304 

Bid him set on his powers betimes before, 
And we will follow. 

Ciau } ** shall he done, my lord. 

I Exeunt. 


ACT V 

Scene I.— The Plains of Philippi. 

Enter octavjuS, Antony, and their Army. 
Oct. Now, Antony, our hopes are answered: 
You said the enemy would not come down. 
But keep the hills and upper regions: 

It proves not so; their battles are at hand; 4 
They mean to warn us at Philippi here. 
Answering before we do demand of them. 

Ant. Tut! I am in their bosoms, and I know 
Wherefore they do it: they could be content 8 
To visit other places; and come down 
With fearful bravery, thinking by this face 


To fasten in our thoughts that they have coup 
But tis not so. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. Prepare you, generals: 12 

The enemy comes on in gallant show; 

Their bloody sign of battle is hung out, 

And something to be done immediately. 

Ant. Octavius, lead your battle softly on, re 
Upon the left hand of the even field. 

Oct. Upon the right hand I; keep thou the 
left. 

Ant. Why do you cross me in this exigent? 
Oct. I do not cross you; but I will do so. 20 

[March. 

Drum. Enter brutus, cassius, and their Army; 
LUCILIUS, TITINIUS, messala, and Others. 
Bru. They stand, and would have parley. 
Cas. Stand fast, Titinius: we must out and 
talk. 

Oct. Mark Antony, shall we give sign of 
battle? 

Ant. No, Caesar, we will answer on their 
charge. 24 

Make forth; the generals would have some 
words. 

Oct. Stir not until the signal. 

Bru. Words before blows: is it so, country¬ 
men? 

Oct. Not that we love words better, as you do. 
Bru. Good words are better than bad strokes, 
Octavius. *9 

Ant. In your bad strokes, Brutus, you give 
good words: 

Witness the hole you made in Caesar’s heart. 
Crying, ‘Long live! hail, Cesar!’ 

Cas. Antony, 32 

The posture of your blows are yet unknown; 
But for your words, they rob the Hybla bees. 
And leave them honeyless. 

Ant. Not stingless too. 

Bru. O! yes, and soundless too; 36 

For you have stol'n their buzzing, Antony, 
And very wisely threat before you sting. 

Ant. Villains! you did not so when your vile 
daggers 

Hack’d one another in the sides of Cesar: 40 
You show’d your teeth like apes, and fawn’d 
like hounds, 

And bow’d like bondmen, kissing Cesar's feet; 
Whilst damned Casca, like a cur, behind 
Struck Cesar on the neck. O you flatterers! 44 
Cas. Flatterers 1 Now, Brutus, thank your¬ 
self: 

This tongue had not offended so to-day. 

If Cassius might have rul’d. 

Oct. Come, come, the cause: if arguing make 
us sweat, 48 

The proof of it will turn to redder drops. 
Look; 

I draw a sword against conspirators; 

When think you that the sword goes up again? 
Never, till Cesar’s three-and-thmy wounds S 3 
Be well aveng'd; or till another Cesar 
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Have added slaughter to the sword of traitors. 
Bru. Cesar, thou canst not die by traitors' 
hands, js 

Unless thou bring'st them with thee. 

Oct. So I hope; 

I was not born to die on Brutus’ sword. 

Bru. O ! if thou wert the noblest of thy strain. 
Young man, thou couldst not die more honour¬ 
able. *o 

Cas. A peevish schoolboy, worthless of such 
honour. 

Join’d with a masquer and a reveller. 

Ant. Old Cassius still! 

Oct. Come, Antony: away! 

Defiance, traitors, hurl we in your teeth. 64 
If you dare fight to-day, come to the field; 

If not, when you have stomachs. 

[Exeunt octavjus, Antony, and their Army. 
Cas. Why now, blow wind, swell billow, and 
swim bark! 

The storm is up, and all is on the hazard. 68 
Bru. Ho! 

Lucilius! hark, a word with you. 

ImcU. My lord? 

(brutus and LUCILIUS talk apart. 
Cas. Messalal 

Mes. What says my general? 

Cas. Messala, 

This is my birth-day: as this very day 7a 
Was Cassius bora. Give me thy hand, Messala: 
Be thou my witness that against my will, 

As Pompey was, am I compell’d to set 
Upon one battle all our liberties. 76 

You know that I held Epicurus strong, 

And his opinion; now I change my mind. 

And partly credit things that do presage. 
Coming from Sardis, on our former ensign 80 
Two mighty eagles fell, and there they perch’d. 
Gorging and feeding from our soldiers' hands; 
Who to Philippi here consorted us: 

This morning are they fled away and gone 84 
And in their stead do ravens, crows, and kites 
Fly o’er our heads, and downward look on us. 
As we were sickly prey: their shadows seem 
A canopy most fatal, under which 88 

Our army lies, ready to give up the ghost. 
Mes. Believe not so. 

Cas. I but believe it partly. 

For I am ftesh of spirit and resolv'd 
To meet all perils very constantly. 91 

Bru. Even so, Lucilius. 

Cas. Now, most noble Brutus, 

The gods to-day stand friendly, that we may, 
Lovers in peace, lead on our days to age! 

But since the affairs of men rest still incertain. 
Let’s reason with the worst that may befall. 97 
If we do lose this battle, then is this 
The very last time we shall speak together: 
What are you then, determined to do? too 
Bru. Even by the rule of that philosophy 
By which I did blame Cato for the death 
Which he did give himself; I know not how. 
But I do find it cowardly and vile, 104 

For fear of what might fall, so to prevent 
The time of life: arming myself with patience. 
To stay the providence of some high powers 


That govern us below. 

Cas. Then, if we lose this battle, 108 

You are contented to be led in triumph 
Thorough the streets of Rome? 

Bru. No, Cassius, no: think not, thou noble 
Roman, 

That ever Brutus will go bound to Rome; m 
He bears too great a mind: but this same day 
Must end that work the ides of March begun; 
And whether we shall meet again I know not. 
Therefore our everlasting farewell take: 116 
For ever, and for ever, farewell, Cassius! 

If we do meet again, why, we shall smile; 

If not, why then, this parting was well made. 

Cas. For ever, and for ever, farewell, Brutus! 
If we do meet again, we'll smile indeed; rai 
If not, ’tis true this parting was well made. 
Bru. Why, then, lead on. O! that a man 
might know 

The end of this day’s business, ere it come; 124 
But it sufiiceth that the day will end. 

And then the end is known. Come, ho! away! 

[Exeunt. 

Scene n. —The Same. The Field of Battle. 

Alarum. Enter BRUTUS and MESSALA. 

Bru. Ride, ride, Messala, ride, and give these 
bills 

Unto the legions on the other side. 

[Loud alarum. 

Let them set on at once, for I perceive 
But cold demeanour in Octavius’ wing, 4 
And sudden push gives them the overthrow. 
Ride, ride, Messala: let them all come down. 

[Exeunt. 


Scene HI .—Another Part of the Field. 
Alarum. Enter Cassius and titinius. 

Cas. O ! look, Titinius, look, the villains fly: 
Myself have to mine ov(n turn’d enemy; 

This ensign here of mine was turning Sack; 

I slew the coward, and did take it from him. 4 
Tit. O Cassius! Brutus gave the word too 
early; 

Who, having some advantage on Octavius, 
Took it too eagerly: his soldiers fell to spoil. 
Whilst we by Antony are all enclos’d. 8 


Enter mndarus. 


Pin. Fly further off, my lord, fly further off; 
Mark Antony is in your tents, my lord: 

Fly, therefore, noble Cassius, fly far off. 

Cas. This hill is far enough. Look, look, 
Titinius; rs 

Are those my tents where I perceive the fire? 
Tit. They are, my lord. 

Cas. Titinius. if thou lov'st me. 

Mount thou my horse, and hide thy spurs in 




Till he have brought thee up to yonder troops 
And here again; that I may rest assur’d 17 
Whether yond troops are friend or enemy. 
Tit. I will be here again, even with a thought. 
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Cas. Go, Pindarus, get higher on that hill; 
My sight was ever thick; regard Titinius, 21 
And tell me what thou not’st about the held. 

(pindarus ascends the hill. 
This day I breathed first; time is come round, 
And where I did begin, there shall I end; 24 
My life is run his compass. Sirrah, what news ? 
Pin. [Above. 1 O my lordl 
Cas. What news? 

Pin. Titinius is enclosed round about 28 
With horsemen, that make to him on the spur; 
Yet he spurs on: now they are almost on him; 
Now, Titinius 1 now some light; Ot he lights 
too; 

He's ta’en; [SAout.] and, hark I they shout for 
Joy. 3a 

Cas. Come down; behold no more. 

O, coward that I am, to live so long. 

To see my best friend ta’en before my face! 


pindarus descends. 

Come hither, sirrah: 3 fi 

In Farthia did I take thee prisoner; 

And then I swore thee, saving of thy life. 

That whatsoever I did bid thee do. 

Thou shouldst attempt it. Come now, keep 
thine oath; 40 

Now be a freeman; and with this good sword. 
That ran through Caesar's bowels, search this 
bosom. 

Stand not to answer: here, take thou the hilts; 
And, when my face is cover’d, as 'tis now, 44 
Guide thou the sword. Caesar, thou art reveng’d. 
Even with the sword that kill'd tbee. [Dies. 
Pin. So, I am free; yet would not so have 
been: 

Durst I have done my wilt O Cassius, 48 

Far from this country Pindarus shall run. 
Where never Roman shall take note of him. 

I Exit. 

Re-enter titinius with messala. 

Mrs. It is but change, Titinius; for Octavius 
Is overthrown by noble Brutus' power, 5a 
As Cassius' legions are by Antony. 

Tit. These tidings will well comfort Cassius. 
Mes. Where did you leave him? 

Tit. All disconsolate. 

With Pindarus his bondman, on this hill. 36 
Mes. Is not that he that lies upon the 
ground? 

Tit. He lies not like the living. O my heart! 
Mes. Is not that he? 

Tit. No, this was he, Messala, 

But Cassius is no more. O setting sunl 60 
As in thy red rays thou dost sink to-night. 

So in his red blood Cassius’ day is set; 

The sun of Rome is set. Our day is gone; 
Clouds, dews, and dangers come; our deeds are 
done. 6 * 

Mistrust of my success hath done this deed. 

* Bood success hath done this 

O heteftil error, melancholy's child 1 


Why dost thou show to the apt thoughts of 
men 68 

The things that are not? O error 1 soon con¬ 
ceiv’d. 

Thou never com’st unto a happy birth. 

But kill’st the mother that engender’d thee. 

Tit. What, Pindarus! Where art thou, Pin¬ 
darus? 72 

Mes. Seek him, Titinius, whilst 1 go to meet 
The noble Brutus, thrusting this report 
Into his eats; I may say, thrusting it; 

For piercing steel and darts envenomed 78 
Shall be as welcome to the ears of Brutus 
As tidings of this sight. 

Tit. Hie you, Messala, 

And I will seek for Pindarus the while. 

[Exit MESSALA. 

Why didst thou send me forth, brave Cassius ? 
Did I not meet thy friends? and did not they Si 
Put on my brows this wreath of victory, 

And bid me give it thee? Didst thou not hear 
their shouts ? 

Alas 1 thou hast misconstru’d every thing. 84 
But, hold thee, take this garland on thy brow; 
Thy Brutus bid me give it thee, and I 
Will do his bidding. Brutus, come apace, 

And see how I regarded Cams Cassius. 88 

By your leave, gods: this is a Roman’s part: 
Come, Cassius’ sword, and find Titinius’ heart. 

[Kills himself. 

Alarum. Re-enter MESSAI-A, with BRUTUS, Young 
CATO, STRATO, VOLUMNIUS, and LUCELIUS. 

Bru. Where, where, Messala, doth his body 
lie? 91 

Mes. Lo, yonder: and Titinius mourning it. 
Bru. Titinius’ face is upward. 

Cato. He is slain. 

Bru. O Julius Caesar! thou art mighty yet! 
Thy spirit walks abroad, and turns our swords 
In our own proper entrails. [Low alarums. 

Cato. Brave Titiniusl 9 * 

Look whe’r he have not crown’d dead Cassius 1 
Bru. Are yet two Romans living such as 
these? 

The last of all the Romans, fare thee well! 

It is impossible that ever Rome 100 

Should breed thy fellow. Friends, I owe more 
tears 

To this dead man than you shall see me pay.— 
I shall find time, Cassius, I shall find time.— 
Come therefore, and to Thassos send his 
body: 104 

His funerals shall not be in our camp. 

Lest it discomfort us. Lucilius, come; 

And come, young Cato;—let us to the field. 
Labeo and Flavius, set our battles on:— 108 
’Tis three o’clock; and, Romans, yet ere night 
We shall try fortune in a second fight. [Exeunt. 

SCENE IV. —Another Part of the Field. 
Alarum. Enter fighting. Soldiers of both armies: 
then BRUTUS, Young CATO, LUCTUUS, and 
Others. 

Bru. Yet, countrymen, O! yet hold up your 

heads! 
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Cato. What bastard doth not? Who will go 
with me? 

I will proclaim my name about the field: 

I am the son of Marcus Cato, ho! 4 

A foe to tyrants, and my country’s friend; 

I am the son of Marcus Cato, ho! 

Bru. And I am Brutus, Marcus Brutus, I; 
Brutus, my country’s friend; know me for 
Brutus! [Exit, charging the enemy. 

CATO is overpowered, and falls. 
Lucil. O young and noble Cato, art thou 
down? 9 

Why, now thou diest as bravely as Titinius, 
And mayst be honour’d being Cato’s son. 
First Sold. Yield, or thou diest. 

Lucil. Only I yield to die: 12 

There is so much that thou wilt kill me straight. 

[Offering money. 

Kill Brutus, and be honour’d in his (bath. 
First Sola. We must not. A noble prisoner! 
Sec. Sold. Room, ho! Tell Antony, Brutus 
is ta’en. 16 

First Sold. I’ll tell the news: here comes the 
general. 


Enter ANTONY. 

Brutus is ta’en, my lord. 

Ant. Where is he? 

Lucil. Safe, Antony; Brutus is safe enough: 
I dare assure thee that no enemy 21 

Shall ever take alive the noble Brutus; 

The gods defend him from so great a shame! 
When you do find him, or alive or dead, 24 
He will be found like Brutus, like himself. 
Ant. This is not Brutus, friend; but, I assure 
you, 

A prize no less in worth. Keep this man safe. 
Give him all kindness: I had rather have 28 
Such men my friends than enemies. Go on. 
And see whe'r Brutus be alive or dead; 

And bring us word unto Octavius’ tent. 

How every thing is chanc’d. [Exeunt. 


SCENE V. —Another Part of the Field. 
Enter brutus, dardanius, cirrus, strato, 
and VOLUMNTUS. 

Bru. Come, poor remains of friends, rest on 
this rock. 

Cti. Statilius show’d the torch-light; but, my 
lord. 

He came not back: he is or ta’en or slain. 
Bru. Sit thee down, Clitus ■ (laying is the 
word; 4 

It is a deed in fashion. Hark thee, Clitus. 

[Whispers. 

Cti. What, J, my lord? No, not for au the 
world. 

Bru. Peace, then! no words. 

CU. I’ll rather IdQ myself. 

Bru. Hark thee, Dardanius. [Whispers. 

Dar. Shall I do such a deed? s 

CU. O, Dardanius! 

Dar. O, Clitus! 

CU. What Cl request did Brutus make to thee? 
Par. To kill him, Clitus. Look, he meditates. 


CU. Now is that noble vessel Axil of grief, 1 3 
That it runs over even at his eyes. 

Bru. Come hither, good Volumnius: list a 
word. 

Vol. What says my lord? 

Bru. Why this, Volumnius: 16 

The ghost of Oesar hath appear’d to me 
Two several times by night: at Sardis once, 
And this last night here in Philippi fields. 

I know my hour is come. 

Vol. Not so, my lord. 20 

Bru. Nay, I am sure it is, Volumnius. 

Thou seest die world, Volumnius, how it goes; 
Our enemies have beat us to the pit: 

It is more worthy to leap in ourselves, 24 
Than tarry till they push us. Good Volumnius, 
Thou know'st that we two went to school to¬ 
gether: 

Even for that our love of old, I prithee. 

Hold thou my sword-hilts, whilst I run on it. 28 
Vol. That's not an office for a friend, my lord. 

[Alarum still. 

Cti. Fly, fly, my lord! there is no tarrying 
here. 

Bru. Farewell to you; and you; and you, 
Volumnius. 

Strato, thou hast been all this while asleep; 32 
Farewell to thee too, Strato. Countrymen, 
My heart doth joy that yet, in all my life, 

I found no man but he was true to me. 

I shall have glory by this losing day, 36 

More than Octavius and Mark Antony 
By this vile conquest shall attain unto. 

So fare you well at once; for Brutus’ tongue 
Hath almost ended his life’s history: 40 

Night hangs upon mine eyes; my bones would 
rest. 

That have but labour’d to attain this hour. 

[Alarum. Cry within, ‘Fly, fly, fly 1 ’ 
Cti. Fly, my lord, fly. 

Bru. Hence! I will follow. 

[Exeunt ojtus, dardanius, and 
* VOLUMNIUS. 

I prithee, Strato, stay thou by thy lord: 44 
Thou ait a fellow of a good respect; 

Thy life bath had some smatch of honour in It: 
Hold then my sword, and turn away thy face. 
While I do run upon It. Wilt thou, Strato? 48 
Stra. Give me your hand first'.fare you well, 
my lord. 

Bru. Farewell, good Strato .—[He rum on 
his sword.] Cesar, now be still; 

I kill’d not thee with half so good a will. [Dies. 


Alarum. Retreat. Enter OCTAVIUS, ANTONY, 
mess ala, maims, and Army. 

Oct. What man is that? 32 

Met, My master’s man. Strato, where b thy 
master? 

Stra. Free from the bondage you are in, 
Messala; 

The conquerors can but make a fire of him; 
For Brutus only overcame himself 3 * 

And no man else hath honour by ids death. 
Lucil. So Brutus should be found. I thank 
thee, Brutus, 
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and other Apparitions. 


Scene. — Scotland; England. 


ACT I 

Scene I. —A desert Heath. 

Thunder and lightning. Enter three Witches. 
First Witch. When shall we three meet again 
In thunder, lightning, or in rain? 

See. Witch. When the huriybuiiy's done, 
When the battle’s lost and won. 4 

Third Witch. That will be ere the set of sun. 
First Witch. Where the place! 

Sec. Witch. Upon the heath. 

Third Witch. There to meet with Macbeth. 
First Witch. I come, Graymalkin! 8 

Sec. Witch. Paddock calls. 

Third Witch. Anon. 

All. Fair is foul, and foul is fair: 

Hover through the fog and filthy air. t Exeunt. 

SCENE n, —A Camp near Forres. 
Alarum within. Enter UNO DUNCAN, MALCOLM, 
DONALBAIN, LENNOX, with Attendants, meet¬ 
ing a bleeding Sergeant 
Dun. What bloody man is that? He can 
report. 

Am seemeth by his plight, of the revolt 
The newest state. 

Mat This is the sergeant 

Who, like a good and hardy soldier fought 4 
•Gainst my captivity. Hail, brave friend! 

Say to the kuig the knowledge of the broil 
As thou didst leave it 
Serg. DoubtAd it stood; 

As two spent swimmencthat do ding together 8 
And choke their art The merciless Macdon- 
wald— 

Worthy to be a rebel, for to that 
The multiplying viOaniea of nature 
Do swarm upon him—from the western isles ia 
Of kma and gallowglassea is supplied; 


And fortune, on his damned quarrel nmtHng , 
Show’d like a rebel’s whore: but all't too weak; 
For brave Macbeth,—well he deserves that 
name,— 16 

D i sda inin g fortune, with his brandish’d steed. 
Which smok'd with bloody execution. 

Like valour’s minion carv’d out his passage 
Till he fac’d the slave; so 

Which ne’er shook han ds, nor bade fa r e w el l to 

him . 

Till he unseam’d him from the nave to the chaps. 
And fix’d his head upon our battlements. *j 
Dun. O valiant cousin! worthy gentleman! 
Serg. As whence the sun ’gins his reflection 
Shipwrecking storms and direful thunders 

So from that spring whence comfort seem’d to 
come 

Discomfort swells. Mark, King of Scotland, 
mark; >8 

No sooner justice had with valour arm’d 
Compeli’d these skipping kerns to truat their 
heels. 

But the Norweyan lord surveying vantage. 
With furbish’d arms and new supplies of men p 
Began a fresh assault 
Dun. Disogv’d not this 

Our captains, Macbeth and Banquo? 

Serg. Yes; 

As sparrows eagles, or the hare the lion. 

If I say sooth, I must report they were 3< 
As cannon* overcharg’d with double cracks; 
So they 

Doubly redoubled stroke* upon the foe: 
Except they meant to bathe in reeking wounds, 
Or memorize another Golgotha, ** 

I cannot teO— 

But I am faint, my gashes cry for help. 

Dun. So weU thy words become thee ss thy 
wounds; ** 
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They smack of honour both. Oo, get him sur¬ 
geons. [Exit Sergeant, attended. 

Enter non. 

Who come* here! 

Mai. The worthy Thane of Ross. 

Len. What a haste looks through his eyesl 
So should he look 
That seems to speak things strange. 

Rosa. God save the king! 48 

Dun. Whence cam’st thou, worthy thane? 
Ross. From Fife, great king; 

Where the Norweyan banners flout the sky 
And fan our people cold. Norway himself, 
With terrible numbers, 5» 

Assisted by that most disloyal traitor. 

The Thane of Cawdor, began a dismal conflict; 
Till that Bellona’s bridegroom, lapp'd in proof, 
Confronted him with self-comparisons, ;6 
Point against point, rebellious arm 'gainst arm. 
Curbing his lavish spirit: and, to conclude. 
The victory fell on us.— 

Dun. Great happiness! 

Ross. That now 60 

Sweno, the Norways’ king, craves composition; 
Nor would we deign him burial of his men 
Till he disbursed, at Saint Colmc’s Inch, 

Ten thousand dollars to our general use. 64 
Dun. No more that Thane of Cawdor shall 
deceive 

Our bosom interest. Go pronounce bis present 
death, 

And with his former title greet Macbeth. 
Ross. I'll see it done. *8 

Dun. What he hath lost noble Macbeth hath 
won. [Exeunt. 


Scene HI. —A Heath. 

Thunder. Enter the three Witches. 

First Witch, Where hast thou been, sister ? 
Sec. Witch. Killing swine. 

Third Witch. Sister, where thou? 

First Witch. A sailor’s wife had chestnuts in 
her lap, 4 

And munch’d, and munch’d, and munch’d: 
‘Give me,’ quoth I: 

‘ Aroint thee, witch!’ the rump-fed ronyon cries. 
Her husband's to Aleppo gone, master o’ the 
Tiger: 

But in a sieve I’ll thither sail, 8 

And, like a rat without a tail. 

I’ll do, I'll do, and 1 ’Q do. 

Sec. Witch. I’ll give thee a wind. 

First Witch. Thou’rt kind. 11 

Third Witch. And I another. 

First Witch. I myself have all the other; 
And the very ports they blow. 

All the quarters that they know r* 

I’ the shipman’s card. 

I’U drain him dry as hay: 

Sleep shall neither night nor day 

Hang upon his pent-house lid; so 

He snail live a man forbid. 

Weary se’nnights nine times nine 
Shall he dwindle, peak and pine: 


Though his bark cannot be lost, *4 

Yet it shall be tempest-tost. 

Look what I have. 

Sec. Witch. Show me, show me. 

First Witch. Here I have a pilot’s thumb, al 
Wrack’d as homeward he did come. 

[Drum within. 

Third Witch. A drum! a drum! 

Macbeth doth come. 

All. The weird sisters, hand in hand, 3a 
Posters of the sea and land. 

Thus do go about, about: 

Thrice to thine, and thrice to mine. 

And thrice again, to make up nine. X 

Peace! the charm’s wound up. 


Enter MACBETH and BANQUO. 

Macb. So foul and fair a day I have not seen. 
Ban. How far is’t call’d to Forres? What 
are these, 

So wither'd and so wild in their attire, 4 ° 
That look not like th’ inhabitants o' the earth. 
And yet are on’t? Live you? or are you aught 
That man may question? You seem to under¬ 
stand me. 

By each at once her choppy finger laying 44 
Upon her skinny lips: you should be women. 
And yet your beards forbid me to interpret 
That you are so. 

Macb. Speak, if you can: what are you? 
First Witch. All hail, Macbeth! hail to thee. 
Thane of Glamis! 48 

Sec. Witch. All hail, Macbeth! hail to thee. 
Thane of Cawdor! 

Third Witch. All hail, Macbeth! that shak 
be king hereafter. 

Ban. Good sir, why do you start, and seen 
to fear 

Things that do sound so fair? I’ the name of 
truth, s* 

Are ye fantastical, or that indeed 
Which outwardly ye show? My noble p ar t n er 
You greet with present grace and great pre¬ 


diction 

Of noble having and of royal hope, 36 

That he seems rapt withal: to me yon speak 
not. 

If you can look into the seeds of time. 

And say which grain will grow and which wfll 
not. 

Speak then to me, who neither beg nor teal 60 
Your favours nor your hate. 

First Witch. Hail! 

Sec. Witch. Halil 

Third Witch. Hail! «4 

First Witch. Lesser than Macbeth, and 


Sicttwr. 

Sec. Witch. Not so happy, yet much happier. 
Third Witch. Thera ahalt get kings, though 
thou be none: 

So, all hail, Macbeth and Banquot 41 

First Witch. Banquo and Macbeth, all hail I 
Macb. Stay, you imperfect speakers, tell me 
more: 


By Sinel’s death I know I am Thane of Glands; 
But how of Cawdor ? the Thane of Cawdor Uvea, 
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A prosperous gentleman; and to be kins 73 
Stands not within the prospect of belief 
No more than to be Cawdor. Say, from whence 
You owe this strange intelligence! or why 76 
Upon this blasted heath you stop our way 
With such prophetic greeting! Speak, I charge 
you. [Witches vanish. 

Ban. The earth hath bubbles, as the water 
has. 

And these are of them. Whither are they 
vanish’d! 80 

Macb. Into the air, and what seem’dcorporal 
melted 

As breath into the wind. Would they had stay’d! 
Ban. Were such things here as we do speak 
about! 

Or have we eaten on the insane root S4 

That takes the reason prisoner! 

Macb. Your children shall be kings. 

Ban. You shall be king. 

Macb. And Thane of Cawdor too; went It 
not to! 

Ban. To the self-same tune and words. 
Who’s here! ts 

Enter Jtoss and ANGUS. 

Rots. The king hath happily receiv'd, Mac¬ 
beth, 

The news of thy success; and when he reads 
Thy personal venture in the rebels* fight. 

His wonders and his praises do contend si 

Which should be thine or his. Silenc’d with 
that. 

In viewing o’er the rest o’ the self-same day. 

He finds thee in the stout Norweyan ranks. 
Nothing afeard of what thyself didst make, 96 
Strange images of death. As thick as hail 
Came post with post, and every one did bear 
Thy praises in his kingdom’s great defence. 

Ami pour’d them down before him. 

Am. We are sent too 

To give thee from our royal master thanks; 

Only to herald thee into his sight. 

Not pay thee. 

Ross. And, for an earnest of a greater honour. 
He bade me, from Mm, call thee Thane of Caw¬ 
dor: tos 

In which addition, hail, most worthy thane! 

For it it thine. 

Ban. What! can the devil speak true! 
Macb. The Thane of Cawdor lives: why do 
yon dress me 108 

In borrow’d robes? 

An g. Who was the thane lives yet; 

But under heavy judgment bears that life 
Which he deserves to lose. Whether he was 
combin'd 

With those of Norway, or did line the rebel 111 
With hidden help or vantage, or that with both 
He labour'd in his country’s wrack, I know not; 
But treasons capital, confess'd and prov’d. 

Have over thr own ban. 

Macb. [Aside.] Glands, and Thane of Caw¬ 
dor: 

Thegreatest is behind. [To koss and ANGUS.] 
Thanks for your pains. in 


[act 1 


[To banquo.] Do you not hope your children 
shall be kings. 

When those that gave the Thane of Cawdor to 
me 

Promis’d no less to them! 

Ban. That, trusted home, iso 

Might yet enkindle you unto the crown. 
Besides the Thane of Cawdor. But ’tis strange: 
And oftentimes, to win us to our harm. 

The instruments of darkness tell us truths, ns 
Win us with honest trifles, to betray'a 
In deepest consequence. 

Cousins, a word, I pray you. 

Macb. [Aside.] Two truths are told. 

As happy prologues to the swelling act 118 
Of the imperial theme. I thank you, gentlemen. 
[Aside.] This supernatural soliciting 
Cannot be ill, cannot be good; if in. 

Why hath it given me earnest of success, 13s 
Commencing in a truth! I am Thane of Caw¬ 
dor: 

If good, why do I yield to that suggestion 
Whose horrid image doth unfix my hair 
And make my seated heart knock at my ribs. 
Against the use of nature? Present fears 137 
Are less than horrible imaginings; 

My thought, whosemurder yet is butfantastical. 
Shakes so my single state of man that function 
Is smother’d in surmise, and nothing is 141 
But what is not. 

Ban. Look, how our partner’s rapt. 

Macb. [Aside.] If chance will have me king, 
why, chance may crown me, 

Without my stir. 

Ban. New honours come upon him, >44 
Like our strange garments, cleave not to their 
mould 

But with the aid of use. 

Macb. [Aside.] Come what come may. 
Time and the hour runs through the roughest 
day. 

Ban. Worthy Macbeth, we stay upon your 
leisure. 148 

Macb. Give me your favour: my dull brair 
was wrought 

With things forgotten. Kind gentlemen, your 
paint 

Are register’d where every day I turn 
The leaf to read them. Let us toward the king. 
Think upon what hath chanc'd; and, at more 
time, 153 

The interim having weigh'd it, let us speak 
Our free hearts each to other. 

Ban. Very gladly. 

Macb. Till then, enough. Come, friends. ij< 

[Exeunt. 

Scene TV.— Forres. A Room in the Palace. 
Flourish. Enter duncan, Malcolm, donal- 
bain, LENNOX, and Attendants. 

Dun. Is execution done on Cawdor! Are not 
Those in commission yet return’d! 

Mai. My liege, 

They are not yet come back-phut I have spoke 
With one that saw him die; who did report 4 
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That yen' frankly be confess'd hb treasons. 
Implor’d your highness’ pardon and set forth 
A deep repentance. Nothing in his life 
Became him like the leaving it; he died t 
As one that had been studied in his death 
To throw away the dearest thing he ow’d. 

As ’twere a careless trifle. 

Dun. There’s no art 

To find the mind’s construction in the face: ts 
He was a gentleman on whom I built 
An absolute trust. 

Enter MACBETH, BANQUO, BOSS and ANGUS. 

O worthiest cousin I 
The sin of my ingratitude even now 
Was heavy on me. Thou art so far before it 
That swiftest wing of recompense is slow 
To overtake thee; would thou hadst leu de¬ 
serv’d, 

That the proportion both of thanks and pay¬ 
ment 

Might have been mine! only I have left to say, so 
More is thy due than more than all can pay. 

Macb. The service and the loyalty I owe. 

In doing it, pays itself. Your highness’ part 
Is to receive our duties: and our duties is 
Are to your throne and state, children and 
servants; 

Which do but what they should, by doing every¬ 
thing 

Safe toward your love and honour. 

Dun. Welcome hither: 

I have begun to plant thee, and will labour 28 
To make thee full of growing. Noble Banquo, 
That hast no less deserv’d, nor must be known 
No less to have done so, let me infold thee 
And hold thee to my heart 
Brn. There if I grow, 32 

The harvest is your own. 

Dun. My plenteous joys 

Wanton in fulness, seek to hide themselves 
In drops of sorrow. Sons, kinsmen, thanes. 
And you whose places are the nearest know 36 
We will establish our estate upon 
Our eldest, Malcolm, whom we name hereafter 
The Prince of Cumberland; which honour must 
Not unaccompanied invest him only, 40 
But signs of nobleness, like stars, shall shine 
On all deservers. From hence to Inverness, 
And bind us further to you. 

Macb. The rest is labour, which is not us d 
for you: 44 

m be myself the harbinger, and make Joyful 
The hearing of my wife with your approach; 
So, humbly take my leave. 

Dun. My worthy Cawdor! 

Macb. [Aside.] The Prince of Cumberland! 
that is a step . 4® 

On which I must fell down, or else o er-leap. 
For in my way it lies. Stars, hide your fires! 
let not light tee my black and deep desires; 
,The eye wink at the hand; yet let mat be 5* 
which the eye fears, when it is done, to see. 

[Exit. 

Dun. True, worthy Banquo; he is full so 
valiant, 


And in bis commendations I am fed; 

It is a banquet to me. Let’s after him, jg 
Whose care is gone before to bid us welcome: 
It is a peertesekinsman. [Flourish. Exeunt. 


Scene V.—Inremat. Macbeth’s Castle. 


Enter LADY MACBETH, reading a Utter. 

They met me in the day of success ; and / 
have learned by the perfectest report, they 
have more in them than mortal knowledge. 
When I burned in desire to question them fur¬ 
ther, they made themselves air , into which they 
vanished. Whiles I stood rapt in the wonder of 
it, came missives from the king, who all-hailed 
me, ‘ Thane of Cawdor’; by which title, before, 
these weird sisters saluted me, and referred me 
to the coming on of time, with, 'Hail, king that 
shalt be T This have I thought good to deliver 
thee, my dearest partner of greatness, that thou 
mightest not lose the dues of rejoicing, by being 
ignorant of what greatness is promised thee. 
Lay it to thy heart, and farewell. 


Glamis thou art, and Cawdor; and shalt be 16 
What thou art promis’d. Yet do I fear thy 
nature; 

It is too full o’ the milk of human 1 rindne» 
To catch the nearest way; thou wouldst be 


great. 

Art not without ambition, but without ao 
The illness should attend it; what thou wouldst 
highly. 

That thou wouldst holily; wouldst not play 
false. 

And yet wouldst wrongly win; thou’dst have, 
great Glamis, 

That which cries, ’Thus thou must do, if thou 
have it’; 24 

And that which rather thou dost fear to do 
Than wishest should be undone. Hie thee 
hither, 

That I may pour my spirits in thine ear, 

And chastise with the valour of my tongue at 
All that impedes thee from the golden round, 
Which fate and metaphysical aid doth seem 
To have thee crown’d withal. 


Enter a Messenger. 

What is your tidings? 
Mess. The king comes here to-night 
Lady M. Thou’rt mad to say it. 3a 

Is not thy master with him? who, were t so. 
Would have inform’d for preparation. 

Mess. So please you, it is true: our thane is 
coming; 

One of my fellows had the speed of him, 3S 
Who, almost dead for breath, had scarcely more 
Than would make up his message. 

Lady M. Give him tending; 

He brings great news.—[Exit Messenger.] The 
raven himself is hoarse 

That croaks the fetal entrance of Duncan 40 
Under my battlements. Come, you spirits 
That tend on mortal thoughts! unsex me herb 
And fill me from the crown to the toe top flu 
Of direst cruelty; make thick my blood, 44 
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Stop op the access and passage to remone. 
That no compunctious visiting* of nature 
Shake my fell purpose, nor keep peace between 
The effect and it) Come to my woman's breasts. 
And take my milkforgall^oamunlertng minis¬ 
ters, gy 

Whenever in year sightless aoha t aac e a 
You wait on natures mischief! Come, thick 
night. 

And pall thee in the dusmest smoke of hell, 3* 
That my keen knife see not the wound it makes. 
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How you shall bid God 'eyld us fin your pains. 
And thank us for your trouble. 

Lady M. All our service. 

In every point twice done, and then done double. 
Were poor and singlebusiness, to contend te 
Against those honours deep and broad where¬ 
with , 

Your majesty loads our house: for those of old. 
And the late dignities heap’d up to them. 

We rest your hermits. 

Dun. Where's the Thane of Cawdor? so 


Nor heaven peep through the blanket of the We court'd him at the heels, and had a purpose 


dark, 

To cry. Hold, hold!' 

Enter MACBETH. 

Great Glands I worthy Cawdor I 
Greater than both, by the ad-hail hereafter! 56 
Thy letters have transported me beyond 
This ignorant present, and I feel now 
The fiiture in the instant. 

Macb. My dearest love, 

Duncan comes here to-night. 

Lady M. And when goes hence? <0 

Macb. To-morrow, as he purposes. 

Lady M. Ot never 

Shall sun that morrow see. 

Your face, my thane, is as a book where men 
May read strange matters. To beguile the time, 
look like the tune; bear welcome in your eye. 
Your hand, your tongue: look like the innocent 
flower, 

But be the serpent under't. He that’s coming 
Mutt be provided for; and you shall put 68 
This night’s great business into my dispatch; 
Which shall to all our nights and days to come 
Give solely sovereign sway and masterdom. 
Macb. We will speak further. 

Lady M. Only look up clear; n 

To alter favour ever is to fear. 

Leave all the rest to me. [ Exeunt. 

Scene VI. —The Same. Before the Castle. 
Hautboys and torches. Enter duncan, Mal¬ 
colm, DONALBA2N, BANQUO, LENNOX, MAC¬ 
DUFF, boss, angus, and Attendants. 


To be his purveyor; but he rides well. 

And his great love, sharp as his spur, hath holp 
him 

To his home before us. Fair and noble hosten. 
We are your guest to-night. 

Lady M. Your servants ever >5 

Have theirs, themselves, and what la theirs, in 
compt, 

To make their audit at your highness’ pleasure. 
Still to return your own. 

Dun. Give me your band; *1 

Conduct me to mine host: we love him highly. 
And shall continue our graces towards him. 
By your leave, hostess. [ Exeunt. 

Scene VH. —The Same. A Boom m the 
Castle. 

Hautboys and torches. Enter, and pass over 
the stage, a Sewer, and divers Ser vants w ith 
dishes and service. Then, enter MACBETH. 
Macb. If it were done when 'tis done, then 
’twere well 

It were done quickly; if the assassination 
Could trammel up the consequence, and catch 
With his surcease success: that but this blow 4 
Might be the be-all and the end-all here, 

But here, upon this bank and shoal of time, 
We'd jump the life to come. But in these cases 
We still have judgment here; that we but teach 
Bloody instructions, winch, being taught, re¬ 
turn 9 

To plague the inventor; this even-handed justice 
Commends the ingredients of our poison’d 
chalice 


n tv: , . .... To our own lips. He’s here in double trust: 11 

ca »* ! 1 ^ f First, as I am his kinsman and his subject, 

Who should against his murderer shut the door, 
Not bear the knife myself. Besides, this Duncan 
Hath borne his faculties so meek, hath been 17 
So clear in his great office, that his virtues 
Will plead like angels trumpet-tongu'd against 
The deep damnation of his taking-off; *0 

And pity, like a naked new-born babe. 
Striding the blast, or heaven’s cherubin, bon’d 
Upon the sightless couriers of the air, 

Snail blow tne horrid deed in every eye, *4 
That tears shall drown the wind. Ihavenospur 
To prick the sides of my intent, but only 
Vaulting ambition, which o'er-mape itself 
And falls on the outer. — 


Nimbly and sweetly recommends itself 
Unto our gentle senses. 

Ban. This guest of summer, 

The temple-haunting martlet, does approve 4 
By his lov’d mansiotuy that the heaven’s breath 
Smells wooingly here: no jutty, frieze, 
Buttress, nor coign of vantage, but this bird 
Hath made his pendent bed and procreant 
cradle: 8 

Where they most breed and haunt, I have ob¬ 
serv’d 

The air is delicate. 


Enter ladt macbeth. 

Dun See, see, our honour’d hostess! 

The love that follows us some ti me is our trouble. 
Which still we fhank is love. Herein I teach 
you a 


Enter lady macbeth. 

How now! what newt? s* 
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Lady M. He ha* almost sapp’d: why have 
you left the chamber? 

Minch. Hath he ask’d for me? 

Lady M. Know you not he has? 

Macb. We wffl proceed do further in this 
business: 

He hath honour’d me of late; and I have 
bought 32 

Golden opinions from all sorts of people. 
Which would be worn now in their newest gloss, 
Not cast aside so soon. 

Lady M. Was the hope drunk. 

Wherein you dress’d yourself? hath it slept 
since, 36 

And wakes it now. to look so green and pale 
At what it did so freely? From this time 
Such I account thy love. Art thou afeard 
To be the same in thine own act and valour 40 
As thou art in desire ? Wouldst thou have that 
Which thou esteem’st the ornament of life. 
And live a coward in thine own esteem. 
Letting ’I dare not’ wait upon 'X would,’ 44 
Like the poor cat i’ the adage? 

Macb. Prithee, peace. 

I dare do all that may become a man; 

Who dams do mote is none. 

Lady M. What beast was't, then. 

That made yon break this enterprise to me? 48 
When you durst do it then you were a man; 
And, to be more than what you were, you would 
Be so asuch more the man. Nor time nor place 
Did that adhere, and yet vou would make 
both: ;a 

They have made themselves, and that their fit¬ 
ness now 

Does unmake you. I have given suck, and know 
How tender ’tis to love the babe that milks me: 
I would, while it was smiling in my face, 36 
Have pluck’d my nipple fromh is boneless gums. 
And dash’d the brains out, had I so sworn as 
you 

Have done to this. 

Macb. If we should foil,— 

Lady M. We foil! 

But screw your courage to the sticking-place, 60 
And we’ll not fall. When Duncan is asleep. 
Whereto the rather shall his day’s hard journey 
Soundly invite him, his two chamberlains 
Will I with wine and wassail so convince <4 
That memory, the warder of the brain. 

Shall be a fume, and the receipt of reason 
A limbeck only; when in swinish sleep 
Their drenched natures lie, as in a death, 6 S 
What cannot you and I perform upon 
The unguarded Duncan? what not put upon 
Hit spongy officers, who shall bear the guilt 
Of our great quell? 

Macb. Bring forth men-children only; 7» 
For thy undaunted mettle should compose 
Nothing but males. Will it not be receiv’d. 
When we have mark'd with blood those sleepy 
two 75 

Of Ms own chamber and us’d their very daggers. 
That they hare done’t? 

Lady M. Who dares receive it other, 
As see shall make oar griefs and clamour mar 


Upon Ms death? 

Macb. I am settled, and bend up 

Each corporal agent to this terrible feat So 
Away, and mock the time with fairest show: 
False face must hide what the false heart doth 
know. [Exeunt. 

ACT n 

Scene L— Inverness. Court within the 
Castle. 

Enter banquo and feeance, with a Servant 
bearing a torch before him. 

Ban. How goes the night, boy? 

Fie. The moon is down; I have not heard the 
clock. 

Ban. And she goes down at twelve. 

Fie. I take‘t,'tis later, sir. 

Ban. Hold, take my sword. There’s hus¬ 
bandry in heaven; 4 

Their candles are all out. Take thee that too. 
A heavy summons lies like lead upon me, 

And yet I would not sleep: merciful powers! 
Restrain in me the cursed thoughts that nature 
Gives way to in repose. 

Enter Macbeth, and a Servant with a torch. 

Give me my sword.— 9 

Who’s there? 

Macb. A friend. 

Ban. What, sir! not yet attest? The king’s 
a-bed: is 

He hath been in unusual pleasure, and 
Sent forth great largess to your offices. 

This diamond he greets your wife withal. 

By the name of most kind hostess; and shut up 
In measureless content. 

Macb. Being unprepar’d, 17 

Our will became the servant to defect. 

Which else should free have wrought. 

Ban. All’s welL 

I dreamt last night of the three weird sisters; 20 
To you they have show'd some truth. 

Macb. I think not of them: 

Yet, when we can entreat an hour to serve. 
We would spend it in some words upon that 
business. 

If you would grant the time. 

Ban. At your kind’st leisure. 24 

Macb. If you shall cleave to my consent, 
when ’tis. 

It shall make honour for you. 

Ban. So I lose none 

In seeking to augment it, but still keep 
My bosom franchis’d and allegiance clear, si 
I shall be counsell’d. 

Macb. Good repose the while I 

Ban. Thanks, sir: the like to you. 

[Exeunt BANQUO and EtEANCE. 
Macb. Go bid thy mistress, when my drink is 
ready 

She strike upon the belL Get thee to bed. 32 
1 Exit Servant. 

It this a dagger which I see before me. 

The handle toward my hand? Come, let me 
clutch thee: 
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I have thee not, end yet I see thee stffl. 

Ait thou not, fatal vision, sensible y« 

To feeling as to sight? or art thou but 
A dagger of the mind. a false creation. 
Proceeding tea the heat-oppressed brain? 

1 see thee yet, in form as palpable 40 

As this which now I draw. 

Thou marshali’st me the way that I was going; 
And such an instrument I was to use. 

Mine eyes are made the fools o’ the other 
senses, 44 

Or else worth all the rest: I see thee still; 

And on thy blade and dudgeon gouts of blood. 
Which was not so before. There's no such 
thing: 

It is the bloody business which Informs 4* 
Thus to mine eyes. Now o'er the one half¬ 
world 

Nature seems dead, and wicked dreams abuse 
The curtain’d sleep; witchcraft celebrates 
Pale Hecate’s offerings; and wither’d murder, 52 
Alarum’d by his sentinel, the wolf. 

Whose howl’s his watch, thus with his stealthy 
pace, 

With Tarquin’s ravishing strides, toward his 
design 

Moves like a ghost. Thou sure and firm-set 
earth, 5* 

Hear not my steps, which way they walk, for fear 
The very stone* prate of my whereabout. 

And take the present horror from the time. 
Which now suits with it. Whites I threat he 
lives: 60 

Words to the heat of deeds too cold breath 
gives. [A bell rings. 

I go, and it is done; the bell invitee me. 

Hear it not, Duncan; for it is a knell 
That summons thee to heaven or to hell. <4 

{Exit. 

Scene IT. —The Same. 

Enter lady macbeth. 

Lady M. That which hath made them drunk 
hath made me bold. 

What hath quench’d them hath given me fire. 

Hark! 

Peace! 

It was the owl that shriek’d, the fatal bellman, 4 
Which gives the stem'st good-night. He is 
about it: 

The doors are open, and the surfeited grooms 
Do mock their charge with snores: I have 
drugg’d their possets. 

That death and nature do contend about them. 
Whether they live or die. 9 

Macb. {Within.Y Who’s there? what, ho! 
LadyM. Alack! lam afraid they haveawak’d, 
And 'ti* not done; the attempt and not the deed 
Confounds us. Hark! I laid their daggers 
ready; 13 

He could not miss them. Had he not resembled 
My father as be slept Ihaddone’t. My husband! 

Enter macbeth. 

Macb. I have dona the deed. Didst thou not 
hear a noise? 1 1 
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Lady M. 1 heard the owl scream and the 
crickets cry. 

Did not you speak? 

Macb. When? 

Lady M. Now. 

Macb. As I descended? 

Lady M. Ay. 

Macb. Han! so 

Who lies i’ the second chamber? 

Lady M. Donalbain. 

Macb. {Looking on Ids hands.] This is a sorry 
sight. 

M. A foolish thought to say a sorry 

Macb. There’s one did laugh in's sleep, and 
one cried ‘Murder!’ 34 

That they did wake each other: 1 stood and 
heard them; 

But they did say their prayers, and address’d 
them 

Again to sleep. 

Lady M. There are two lodg’d together. 
Macb. Onecried'God bless us 1 and’ Amen’ 
the other: 28 

As they had seen me with tbeae hangman’s 
hands. 

Listening their fear, I could not say 'Amen*, 
When they did say ‘God bless us!‘ 

Lady M. Consider it not so deeply. 

Macb. But wherefore could not I pronounce 
‘Amen’? 32 

I had most need of blessing, and 'Amen* 
Stuck in my throat. 

Lady M. These deeds must not be thought 
After these ways; so, it will make us mad. 
Macb. Methought I heard a voice cry ‘Sleep 
no more! 36 

Macbeth does murder steep’, the innocent steep. 
Sleep that knits up the ravell’d sleave of care, 
The death of each day's life, sore labour’s bath, 
Balm of hurt minds, great nature’s second 
course, , 40 

Chief nourisher in life’s feast,— 

Lady M. What do you mean? 

Macb. Still it cried, 'Steep no more!' to all 
the house: 

‘Glamis hath murder’d steep, and therefore 
Cawdor 

Shall sleep no more, Macbeth shall sleep no 
morel’ 44 

LadyM. Who was it that thus cried ? Why, 
worthy thane. 

You do unbend your noble strength to think 
So brainsickly of things. Go get some water. 
And wash this filthy witness from your hand. 4t 
Why did you bring these daggers from the 
place? 

They must lie there: go cany them, and smear 
The sleepy grooms with blood. 

Macb. rn go no more: 

I am afraid to think what I have done; sa 
Lode on’t again 1 daze not. 

Lady M. Infirm of purpose! 

Give me the daggers. The steeping and the dead 
Are but as pictures; ’tis the eye of childhood 
That fears a painted devil. If he do bleed, J« 
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ru gild the face* of the groom* withal; 

For it must seem their guilt. 

[Exit. Knocking within. 
Macb. Whence is that knocking? 

How is't with me, when every noise appals me ? 
What hands are here! Hat they pluck out mine 
eyes. 60 

Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood 
Clean from my hand? No, this my hand will 
rather 

The multitudinous seas Incarnadine. 

Making the green one red. 64 

Re-enter lady macbeth. 

Lady M. My hands are of your colour, but I 
shame 

To wear a heart so white.— [Knocking within.] 

I hear a knocking 

At the south entry; retire we to our chamber; 

A little water clears us of this deed; 68 

How easy is it, then! Your constancy 
Hath left you unattended. [Knocking within.] 
Hark! more knocking. 

Get on your night-gown, lest occasion call us. 
And show us to be watchers. Be not lost 7> 
So poorly in your thoughts. 


MACBETH 

Macd. What three things does drink espe¬ 
cially provoke? 

Port. Marry, sir, nose-painting, sleep, and 
urine. Lechery, sir, it provokes, and unpro¬ 
vokes; it provokes the desire, but it takes away 
the performance. Therefore much drink may 
be mid to be an equivocator with lechery; it 
makes him, and it mars him; it sets him on, 
and it takes him off; it persuades him, and dis¬ 
heartens him; makes him stand to, and not 
stand to; in conclusion, equivocates him in a 
sleep, and, giving him the lie, leaves him. 41 

Macd, 1 believe drink gave thee the lie last 
night. 

Port. That it did, sir, i’the very throat o* me: 
but 1 requited him for his lie; and, I think, being 
too strong for him, though he took up my legs 
sometime, yet I made a shift to cast him. 

Macd. Is thy master stirring? 4 * 


Enter macbeth. 

Our knocking has awak’d him; here he comes. 
Len. Good morrow, noble sir. 

Macb. Good morrow, both. 

Macd. Is the king stirring, worthy thane? 
Macb. Not yet 

Macd. He did command me to call timely 
on him; s* 

I have almost slipp'd the hour. 

Macb. Til bring you to him. 

Macd. I know this is a joyfbl trouble to you; 
But yet 'tis one. 

Macb. The labour we delight in physics pain. 
This is the door. 

Macd. I’ll make so bold to call, 37 

For ’tis my limited service. [ E xit . 

Len. Goes the king hence to-day? 

Macb. He does: he did appoint so. 

Len. The night has been unruly: where wo 
lay, to 

Our chimneys were blown down; and, as they 
say, 

Lamentings heard 1 * the air; strange screams of 
death. 

And prophesying with accents terrible 

treason enough for G»d s sake, yet anna not of £,mbusticm and confhs’d events 64 

New hatch’d to the woeAil time. The obscure 
bird 

Clamour’d the livelong night: some say the 
earth 

Was feverous and did shake. 

Macb. *Twas a rough night. 

Len. My young remembrancecannotpanuld 
A fellow to it. to 


Macb. To know my deed ’twere best not 
know myself. [Knocking within. 

Wake Duncan with thy knocking I Iwouldthou 
couldstl [Exeunt. 

Scene HI.— The Same. 

Knocking within. Enter a Porter. 

Porter. Here’s a knocking, indeed! If a man 
were porter of bell-gate he should have old 
turning the key. [Knocking within.] Knock, 
knock, knock! Who’s there, i‘ the name of 
Beelzebub? Here’s a fanner that hanged Mro- 
self on the expectation of plenty: come in tone: 
have napkins enough about you; here you 11 
sweatfor’L [Kmcktng withinA Knock,knock! 
Who’s there i’ the otter devifs name! Faith, 
here *s an equivocator, that could swear in both 
the scales against either scale; who committed 
treason enough for God’s sake, yet could not 
equivocate tones ven: O! come in, equivocator. 
[Knocking within. ]Knock, knock,knock! Who s 
there? Faith, here’s an English tailor come 
hither for stealing out of a French hose: come 
in, tailor; hero you may roast your goose. 
[Knocking within.] Knock, knock; never at 
quiet! What are you? But this place is too 
cold for hell. I’ll devil-porter It no ftatoer: 
I had thought to have let in some 01 all pro¬ 
fessions, that go the primrose way to the ever¬ 
lasting bonfire. [Knocking within.] Anon, tnonl 
I pray you. remember the porter. as 

[Opens the gate. 

Enter macduyt and lknnox. 

Macd. Was it so late, friend, ere you went 
to bed. 


Re-enter macduee. 

Macd. O horror! horror! honor! Tonga* 
nor heart 

Cannot conceive nor name thee! 

What *sthe matter? 

Macd. Con f hs ton now h a th mads hl s m asfv 
piecet 


rocondcqck, and drink, sir, is a groat provo^ n* ufc 0 ’ too bulldingT^ 
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_two 

Lett, Mean you his majesty; 

Atacd. Approach the chamber, and destroy 
your light 

Wan a new Gorgon: do not bid me weak; 
See, and then speak yourselves. 

I Exam* macbetr tatd lennox. 

Awake 1 awake! So 

Ring the alarum-bell. Murder and treason! 
Banqtoo and Dooaibaint Malcolm! awake! 
Shake off this downy sleep, death's counterfeit. 
And look on death itself! up, up, and see 84 
The gnat doom’s image! Malcolm! Banquoi 
As ftom y our graves rise up, and walk like 
sprites. 

To countenance this horror! Ring the bell. 

{BeU rings. 

Enter lady macbtih. 

Lady M. What's the business, 88 

That such a hideous trumpet calls to parley 
The sleepers of the bouse? speak, speak! 

Macd. O gentle lady! 

Tia not for you to hear what I can speak; 
The repetition in a woman's ear 9* 

Would murder as it fetL 

Enter SANQUO. 

O Banquoi Banqnot 
Our royal master *s murder’d! 

Lady M. Woe, alas! 

What! in our house? 

Ban. Too cruel any where. 

Dear Duff, I prithee, contradict thyself, 96 
And lay it is not so. 

Re-enter MACBETH and Lennox. 

Macb. Had I but died an hour before this 

phanty 

I had liv'd a blessed time; for, Bom this instant, 
There’s nothing serious in mortality, too 
AH is but toys; renown and grace is dead. 

The wine of life is drawn, and the mere lees 

II left this vault to brag of. 

Enter malcolm and donalbain. 

Don . What is amiss? 

Macb. You are, and do not know’t: 
The spring, the head, the fountain of your blood 
Is stopp’d; the very source of it is stopp'd. 
Macd. Your royal father’s murder’d. 

Mai. O! by whom? 

Lett. Those of his chamber, as it seem’d, had 
done’t: ro8 

Their hands and faces were all badg’d with 
blood; 

So were their daggers, which unwip’d we found 
Upon their pillows: they star’d, and were dis¬ 
tracted; no man's life 

Was to be trusted with them. m 

Macb. Ol'yet I do repent me of my ftjry. 
That I did kid them. 

Macd. Wherefore did you so? 

Macb. Who can he wise, amaz'd, temperate 
and forious. 

Loyal and neutral, in a moment? No man: rtf 


The expedition of my violent love 
Outran the pauser, reason. Here lay Duncan, 
His silver skin lac’d with his golden blood; 
And his gash’d stabs look'd like a breach in 
nature no 

For ruin’s wasteful entrance: there, the mur¬ 
derers. 

Steep’d in the colours of their trade, their dag¬ 
gers 

Unmannerly breech'd with gore: who could 
reftain. 

That had a heart to love, and in that heart 114 
Courage to make’s love known? 

Lady M. Help me hence, hot 

Macd. Look to the lady. 

Mai. {Aside to donalbain.] Why do we hold 
our tongues, 

That most may claim this argument for ours? 
Don. {Aside to malcolm.] What should be 
spoken uS 

Here where our fate, hid in an auger-hole. 
May rush and seize us? Let’s away: our tears 
Are not yet brew’d. 

Mai. {Aside to donalbain.] Nor our strong 
sorrow 

Upon the foot of motion. 

Ban. Look to the lady: 13s 

[LADY MACBETH is carried out. 
And when we have our naked frailties hid. 
That suffer in exposure, let us meet. 

And question this most bloody piece of work. 
To know it further. Fears and scruples shake us: 
In the great hand of God I stand, and thence 137 
Against the undivulg'd pretence I fight 
Of treasonous malice. 

Macd. And so do I. 

AIL So an. 

Macb. Let's briefly put on manly readiness. 
And meet i’ the hall together. 

All. WeU contented. 141 

{Exeunt all but MALCOLM and DONALBAIN. 
Mai. What will you do? Let’s not consort 
with them: v 

To show an unfelt sorrow is an office 
Which the false man does easy. I’ll to England. 

Don. To Ireland, I; our separated fortune 
Shall keep us both the safer: where we are. 
There’s daggers in men's smiles; the near in 
blood. 

The nearer bloody. 

Mai. This murderous shaft that’s shot 
Hath not yet lighted, and our safest way >49 
Is to avoid the aim: therefore, to hone; 

And let us not be dainty of leave-taking. 

But shift away: there's warrant in that theft 
Which steals itself when there’s no mercy left. 

{Exeunt. 

SCENE IV. —The Same. Without the Castle. 

Enter boss and an Old Man. 

Old Man. Threescore and ten I can irmrtn- 
ber well; 

Within the volume of which time I have seen 

Hours dreadful and things strange, but this sore 
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Hath trifled former knowings. 

Ross. Ah! good father, 4 

Thou secst, the heavens, as troubled with man’s 
ict, 

Threaten his bloody stage: by the clock 'tis day. 
And yet dark night strangles the travelling lamp. 
Is’t night's predominance, or the day’s shame. 
That darkness does the face of earth entomb, 9 
When living light should kiss it? 

Old Man. Tis unnatural. 

Even like the deed that's done. OnTues day last, 
A falcon, towering in her pride of place, is 
Was by a mousing owl hawk’d at and kill'd. 
Ross. And Duncan's horses,—a thing most 
strange and certain,— 

Beauteous and swift, the minions of their race. 
Turn’d wild in nature, broke their stalls, flung 
out, xs 

Contending 'gainst obedience, as they would 
Make war with mankind. 

Old Mass. Tis said they eat each other. 

Ross. They did so; to the amazement of mine 
eyes. 

That look’d upon't. Here comes the good 
Macduff. so 

Enter macduft. 

How goes the world, sir, now? 

Macd. Why, see you not? 

Ross. Is’t known who did this more than 
bloody deed? 

Macd. Those that Macbeth hath slain. 

Ross. Alas, the day! 

What good could they pretend? 

Macd. They were suborn’d. 24 

Malcolm and Donalbain, the king’s two sons, 
Are stol'n away and fled, which puts upon them 
Suspicion of the deed. 

Ross. 'Gainst nature still! 

Thriftless ambition, that wilt ravin up 18 
Thine own life’s means! Then ’tis most like 
The sovereignty will fall upon Macbeth. 

Macd. He is already nam’d, and gone to 
Scone 

To be invested. 

Ross. Where is Duncan’s body? 3s 

Macd. Carried to Colmekill; 

The sacred storehouse of his predecessors 
And guardian of their bones. 

Ross. Will you to Scone? 

Macd. No, cousin, I’ll to Fife. 

Ross. Well, I win thither. 36 

Macd. Well, may you see things well done 
there: adieu! 

Lest our old robes sit easier than our new! 
Ross. FareweU, father. 

Old Man. God’s benison go with you; and 
_ with those „ 40 

That would good at bad, and mends of 
foes! [Exeunt. 

ACT m 

Scm L — Forms. A Room in the Pataca. 

Enter 1ANQUO. 

Ron. Thou hast it now: King, Cawdor, 
Glands, all. 


As the weird women promis’d; and, I fear. 
Thou play’dst most foully for’t; yet it was said 
It should not stand in thy posterity, 4 

But that ourself should be the root and father 
Of many kings. If there come truth from 
them,— 

As upon thee, Macbeth, their speeches shine,— 
Why, by the verities on thee made good, t 
May they not be my oracles as well. 

And set me up in hope? But, hush! no move. 

Sennst sounded. Enter MACBETH, as king- LADY 
MACBETH, as queen; LENNOX, BOSS, Lords, 
Ladies, and Attendants. 

Macb. Here’s our chief guest. 

Lady M. If he had been forgotten 

It had been as a gap in our great feast, ra 
And all-thing unbecoming. 

Macb. To-night we bold a solemn supper, sir. 
And I’ll request your presence. 

Ban. Let your highness 

Command upon me; to the which my duties if 
Are with a most indissoluble tie 
For ever knit. 

Macb. Ride you this afternoon? 

Ban. Ay, my good lord. so 

Macb. We should have rise desir’d your 
good advice— 

Which still hath been both grave and pros¬ 
perous— 

In this day's council; but we’ll take to-morrow. 
Is’t far you ride? as 

Ban. As far, my lord, as will fill up the time 
Twixt this and supper; go not my hone the 
better, 

1 must become a borrower of the night 
For a dark hour or twain. 

Macb. Fail not our feast, at 

Ban. My lord, I will not. 

Macb. We hear our bloody cousins are be¬ 
stow’d 

In England and in Ireland, not confessing 
Their cruel parricide, filling their hearers ja 
With strange invention; but of that to-morrow. 
When therewithal we shall have cause of state 
Craving us jointly. Hie you to hone; adieu 
TiUyouretumatnight. Goes Fleance with you? 
Ban. Ay, my good lord: our time does call 
upon’s. 37 

Macb. 1 wish your horses swift and sure of 
foot; 

And so I do commend you to their backs. 
Farewell. [Exit banquo. 

Let every man be muter of his time 41 
TUI seven at night; to make society 
The sweeter welcome, we will keep ourself 
4 ° Till supper-time alone: while then, God be with 


,.nuiwiubu,v)vuvvniui 

you! [Exeunt all but MACBETH 

and an Attendant. 
Sirrah, a word with you. Attend those men 43 
Our pleasure? 

Atten. They are, my lord,'without the palace 
rate. 

Macb. Bring them before ua. [£xA Attend¬ 
ant.] To be thus ia nothing; 4 * 
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[act m 


But to be safely thus. Our fears in Banquo 
Stick deep, and in his royalty of nature 
Reigns that which would be fear’d: ’tis much 
he dares. 

And, to that dauntless temper of his mind, 52 
He hath a wisdom that doth guide his valour 
To act in safety. There is none but he 


Whose being I do fear; and under him 
My genius is rebuk’d, as it is said 5 $ 

Mark Antony's was by Cesar. He chid the 
sisters 

When first they put the name of king upon me, 
And bade them speak to him; then, p? op het-like. 
They hail’d him father to a line of kings. 60 


Upon my head they plac’d a fruitless crown. 
And put a barren sceptre in my gripe, 

Thence to be wrench’d with an nnlfneal hand, 
No son of mine succeeding. If’t be to, 64 
For Banquo’s issue have I fil’d my mind: 

For them the gracious Duncan have I murder’d; 
Put rancours in the vessel of my peace 
Only for them; and mine eternal jewel 68 

Given to the common enemy of man. 

To make them kings, the seed of Banquo kings! 
Rather than so, come fate into the list. 

And champion me to the utterance! Who’s 
there? 7s 

Re-enter Attendant, with two Murderers. 
Now go to the door, and stay there till we call. 

{Exit Attendant 

Was it not yesterday we spoke together? 

First Mur. It was, so please your highness. 
Macb. Well then, now 

Have you consider’d of my speeches? Know 76 
That it was he in the times past which held you 
So under fortune, which you thought had been 
Our innocent self. This I made good to you 
In our last conference, pass’d in probation with 
yon, 80 

How you were borne in hand, how cross’d, the 
instruments, 

Who wrought with them, and all things else 
that might 

To half a soul and to a notion craz’d 
Say. ‘Thus did Banquo.’ 

First Mur. You made it known to us. 84 
Macb. I did so; and went further, which is now 
Our point of second meeting. Do you find 
Your patience so predominant in your nature 
That you can let this go? Are you to gospell'd 
To pray for this good man and for his issue, 89 
Whose heavy hand hath bow'd you to the grave 
And twM®rd yours for ever? 

First Mur. We are men, my bege. 

. Macb. Ay, in the catalogue ye go for men; 92 
As hounds and greyhounds, mongrels, tpamelt, 
cuts, 

Shoughs, water-run, and deml-wolvei, are clept 
All by the name of does: the valu’d file 
Distinguishes the swift, the slow, the subtle, 96 
The housekeeper, the hunter, every one 
Accord in g to the gift which bo un teous nature 
Hath In hhn clos'd; whereby he does receive 
Particular addition, from the bill 100 

That writes den all alike; and so of rows. 


Now, if you have a station in the file, 

Not 1’ the worst rank of manhood, say it; 
And I will put that business in your bosoms, 104 
Whose execution takes your enemy off, 
Grapples you to the heart and love of us, 
Who wear our health but sickly in his life. 
Which in bis death were perfect. 

Sec. Mur. I am one, my liege, rot 

Whom the vile blows and buffets of the world 
Have so incens’d that 1 am reckless what 
I do to spite the world. 

First Mur. And I another, 

So weary with disasters, tugg’d with fortune, 111 
That I would set my life on any chance. 

To mend it or be rid on't. 

Macb. Both of you 

Know Banquo was your enemy. 

See. Mur. True, my lord. 

Macb. So is he mine; and in such bloody 
distance 116 

That every minute of his being thrusts 
Against my near'st of life: ana though I could 
With bare-fac’d power sweep him from my sight 
And bid my will avouch it, yet 1 must not, >ao 
For certain friends that are both his and mine. 
Whose loves I may not drop, but wail bis fall 
Whom 1 myself struck down; and thence it Is 
That I to your assistance do make love, 114 
Masking the business from the common eye 
For sundry weighty reasons. 

Sec. Mur. We shall, my lord. 

Perform what you command us. 

First Mur. Though our lives— 

Macb. Yourspiritsshinethroughyou. With¬ 
in this hour at most is8 

I will advise you where to plant yourselves, 
Acquaint you with the perfect spy o* the time. 
The moment on't; for’t must be done to-night. 
And something from the palace; always tbouffiit 
That I require a clearness; and with him— >33 
To leave no rubs nor botches in the work— 
Fleance his son, that keep* him company. 
Whose absence Is no less material to me >36 
Than Is his father’s, must embrace the fate 
Of that dark hour. Resolve yourselves apart; 
I’ll come to you anon. 

Sec. Mur. We are resolv’d, my lord. 

Macb. ru call upon you straight: abide with¬ 
in. [Exeunt Murderers. 

It is concluded: Banquo, thy soul's flight, 141 
If it find heaven, must find it out to-night. I Exit. 


Sara EL— The Same. Another Room in 
the Palace. 

Enter lady MACBETH and a Servant. 

Lady M. Is Banquo gone from court? 

Sere. Ay, madam, but returns again to-night. 
Lady M. Say to the king, I would atteauhis 
leisure 

For a few words. 

Serf. Madam, I wflL [Exit. 

Lady M. Nought'shad, all's spent, 4 

Where our desire is got without content: 

Tis safer to be that which we destroy 
Than by destruction dwell In doubtfld joy. 
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_ „_ While* night’s black agents to their preys do 

Enter MACBETH. rouse. 53 

Bow now, my lord! why do you keep alone, I Thou marveU’st at my words; but hold thee 
Of sorriest fancies your companions m a king , still; 

Using those thoughts which shoul d Indeed have Things bad begun make strong themselves by 

[Exeunt. 


died 


With them they think on? Things without all 

remedy . 

'Should be without regard: what’s done is done. 
Macb. We have scotch’d the snake, not kill’d 
it: 

She’ll close and be herself, whilst our poor 
malice 

Remains in danger of her former tooth. 

But let the frame of things disjoint, both the 
worlds sufiicr, _ . 15 

Ere we will eat our meal in fear, and sleep 
In the affliction of these terrible dreams 
Thatshake us nightly. Better be with the dead, 
W hbm we, to gain our peace, have sent to peace, 
Than on the torture of the mind to lie *x 
In restless ecstasy. Duncan is in his grave; 
After life’s fitful fever he sleeps well; 

Treason has done bis worst; nor steel, nor 

X ison, *4 

: domestic, foreign levy, nothing 
Can touch him further. 

Lady M. Come on; 

Gentle my lord, sleek o’er your nigged looks; 
Be bright and jovial among your guests to-night. 

Macb. So shall 1 , love; and so, I pray, be you. 
Let your remembrance apply to Banquo; 
Present him eminence, both with eye and 
tongue; 

Unsafe the while, that we 3 * 

Must lave our honours in these flattering 
streams. 

And make our faces vizards to our hearts. 
Disguising what they are. 

Lady M. You must leave this. 

Macb. Otfiill of scorpions is my mind, dear 
wife; 

Thou know’st that Banquo and his Fleance 
lives. , , 

Lady M. But In them nature’s copy’s not 
eterae. , ,, 

Macb. There’s comfort yet; they are assatt- 

Then be’thou jocund. Ere the bat hath flown 40 
His cloister’d flight, ere, to black Hecate’s sum- 

mons 

The shard-borne beetle with his drowsyhums 
Hath rung night’s yawning peal, there shall be 
done 

A deed of dreadftil note. ... 

Lady M. What’s to be done? 44 

Macb. Be innocent ofthe knowledge, dearest 

chuck, . . 

Till thou applaud the deed. Come, seeUng night. 
Scarf up to the tender eye of pitmil day. 

And with thy bloody and invialble hand 4 * 
Cancel and tear to pieces that great bond 
Which keeps me patol Light thickens, and the 
crow 

Makes wing to the rooky wood; 

Good things of day begin to droop and drowse. 


So, prithee, go with me. 


Scene HI. —The Same. A Park, with a Road 
leading to the Palace. 

Enter three Murderers. 

First Mur. But who did bid thee join with us? 
Third Mur. Macbeth. 

Sec. Mur. He needs not our mistrust, since 
he delivers 

Our offices and what we have to do 
To the direction just. 

First Mur. Then stand with us. 4 

The west yet glimmers with some streaks of day: 
Now spurs the luted traveller apace 
To gain the timely inn; and near approaches 
The subject of our watch. 

Third Mur. Hark! I hear horses, s 

Ban. [ Within.] Give us a light there, ho! 

Sec. Mur. Then ’tis be: the rest 

That are within the note of expectation 
Already are i’ the court. 

First Mur. His hones go about. 

Third Mur. Almost a mile; but he does 
usually, , »» 

So all men do, from hence to the palace gate 
Make it their walk. 

Sec. Mur. A light, a light! 

Third Mur. Tie he. 

First Mur. Stand to’t. 

Enter banquo and FLIANCE, with a torch. 
Ban. It will be rain to-night 
First Mur. Let it come down. 16 

[They set anon banquo. 
Ban. O, treachery] Fly, good Fleance, fly, 
fly, flyl , , 

Thou mayst revenge. O slave! 

[Dies, fleance escapes. 
Third Mur. Who did strike out the light? 
First Mur. Was’t not the way? 

Third Mur. There’s but one down; the son 
b fled. 

Sec. Mur. We have lost so 

Best half of our affidr. 

First Mur. Well, let’s away, and say how 
much is done. [Exeunt. 

Scene TV.—The Same. A Room of State in 
die Palace. 

A Banquet prepared. Enter macbeth, lady MAC¬ 
BETH, ross, lennox. Lords, and A tt e ndant s. 
Macb. You know your own d e gre e s ; sit 
down: at first and last. 

The hearty welcome. . 

Lords. Thanks to your majesty. 

Macb. Ourself will mingle with society 
And play the humble host. ... .4 

Our hostess keeps her state, but in beat time 
Wa will require her mteo nni. 
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Lady M. Pronounce it for me, dr, to all oar Macb. Which of you have done this ? 

friends; ^S rd f- _ What, my good lord? 

For my heart speaks they am welcome. • Macb. Thou canst not say I did it; never 

Enter First Murderer, to the door. 

Macb. See, they encounter thee with their 
heart * 1 thinks ; 

Both sides am even; here I’ll sit i' the midst; 

Be large in mirth; anon, we’ll drink a measure 
The table round. [Approaching the door.) 

There’s Mood upon thy bee. is 

Mur. Tis Banq uo't, then. 

Macb . Tis better thee without than be within. 

Is he dispatch'd? 

Mur. My lord, his throat is cut; that I did 
for him. 16 

Macb. Thou art the best o' the cob-throats; 
yet he's good 

That did the like for Fleance: if thoo didst it. 

Thou art the nonpareil. 

Mur. Most royal sir, 

Fleance is ’scap'd. so 

Macb. Then comes my fit again: I had else 
been perfect; 

Whole as the marble, (banded as the rock. 

As broad and general as the casing air: 

Bat now I am cabin’d, ciibb’d, confin’d, bound 
in sa 

To saucy doubts and fears. Bat Banquo’s safe? 

Mur. Ay, my good lord; safe in a ditch he 
bides. 

With twenty trenched gashes on his bead. 

The a d eath to nature. 

Macb. Thanks for that, it 

There the grown s er pent lies: the worm that ’sfled 
Hath nature that m time will venom breed, 

No teeth foe the present. Got thee gone; to¬ 
morrow 

Well hear otuselvet again. {Exit Murderer. 

Lady M. My royal lord, 31 

You do not rive the cheer; die feast is sold 
That is not often vouch’d, addle ’tis a-making, 

Tis given with welcome: to feed were best at 
homo; 

From thence, the sauce to meat is ceremony; j# 

Meeting were bare without it. 

Macb. Sweet remembrancer! 

Now good digestion writ on appetite. 

And health on both! 

Len. May it please your hightvfes sit? 

[The Ghost of banquo enters, and 
sits in Macbeth's place. 

Macb. Here had we now out country's 
honour roof’d, 40 

Were the grac’d person of oar Banquo present; 

Who may I rather challenge for unkind ness 
Than pity for mischance! 

Jt oss. IBs absence, sir. 

Lays blame upon his promise. Please't your 
highness 44 

To grace us with your royal company. 

Macb. The table's frill. 

Len. Hem is a place reserv'd, sir. 

Macb. Whom? 

Len. Here, my good lord. What Jg’t that 
moves your highness! 4* 


Thy gory locks at me. 

Ross. Ge nt le m e n , rise; his highness is not 
well. ja 

Lady M. Sit, worthy friends: my lord is 
often thus. 

And hath been from hie youth: pray you, keep 
seat: 

The fit is momentaty; upon a thought 
He will again be well. If much you note him s« 
You shall offend him and extend his passion; 
Feed and regard him not. Are you a man? 
Macb. Ay, and a bold one, that dare look on 
that 

Which might appal the devil. 

Lady M. O proper stuffl so 

This is the very painting of your fear; 

This is the air-drawn dagger which, yon said 
Led yon to Duncan. O! these flaws and starts— 
Impostors to true fear—would well become 64 
A woman’s story at a winter’s fire. 

Authoriz'd by her grandam. Shame itself! 
Why do you make such faces? When all's done 
You look but on a stool. 61 

Macb. Prithee, see there! behold! look! lo! 
how say you? 

Why, what care 1 ? Ifthoo canst nod, speak too. 
If charnel-houses and our graves must send 
Those that we bury back, our monuments 7* 
Shall be the maws of kites. [Ghost disappears. 
Lady M. What! quite tmmann'd in felly? 
Macb. If I stand here, 1 saw him. 

Indy M. Fie, for shame! 

Macb. Blood hath been shed ere now, i' the 
olden time. 

Ere human statute purg'd the gentle weal; 76 
Ay, and since too, murders havebeen perform’d 
Too terrible for the ear: the times have been. 
That, when the brains were oat, the man would 
die, s 

And there an end; bat now they rise again, so 
With twenty mortal murders on their crowns. 

And pushusfromour stools: this is more strange 

Than such a murder is. 

Lady M. My worthy lord. 

Your noble friends do lack you. 

Macb. 1 do forget. 84 

Do not muse at me, my mast worthy friends; 
I have a strange infirmity, which is nothing 
To those that know me. C ase, love and health 
to all; 

Then, l’U sit down. Give me some wine; fill faH- 
I drink to the general joy of the whole table. s» 
And to our dear friend Banc uo, whom we miss; 
Would he were here! to all, and him, we thirst. 
And all to all. 

Lords. Out duties, and fee pledge. 9* 
Re-enter Ghost 

Macb. Avaunt! and quit my sight! Let fee 
earth hide thee! 

Thy bonm an marrowlees. fey Mood is cold; 
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Thou hast no speculation in those eyre 
Which thou dost glare with. 

Lady M. Think of this, good peers. 

But as a thing of custom: *tis no ocher; 97 
Only it spoils the pleasure of the time. 

Mach. What man dare, I dare: 

Approach thou like the rugged Russian bear. 

The arm'd rhinoceros, or the Hyrcan tiger; 10s 
Take any shape but that, and my firm nerves 
Shall never tremble: or be alive again. 

And dare me to the desart with thy sword; 104 
If trembling I inhabit then, protest me 
The baby of a girl. Hence, horrible shadow! 

Unreal mockery, hence! [Ghost vanishes. 

Why, so; being gone, 

I am a man again. Fray you, sit still. 108 
Lady M. You have displac’d the mirth, 
broke the good meeting, 

With most admir’d disorder. 

Macb. Can such things be 

And overcome us like a summer's cloud, __ 

Without our special wonder? You make me Spiteful and wrathful; who, as others do, is 


Macb. Come, we’ll to sleep. My strange and 
seif-abuse 

Is the initiate fear that wants hard use: 

We an yet but young in deed. [Exeunt. 

Scene V.—A Heath. 

Thunder. Enter the three Witches, meeting 
HECATE. 

First Witch. Why, how now, Hecate! you 
look anger ly. 

Hec. Have I not reason, beldams as you are. 
Saucy and overbold? How did you dare 
To trade and traffic with Macbeth 4 

In riddles and affairs of death; 

And I, the mistress of your charms. 

The close contriver of all harms. 

Was never call'd to bear my part, S 

Or show the glory of our art? 

And, which is worse, all you have done 
Hath been but for a wayward son. 


strange 

Even to the disposition that I owe. 

When now I think you can behold such sights. 
And keep the natural ruby of your cheeks. 
When mine are blanch'd with fear. 


Ross. 


Loves for his own ends, not for you. 
But make amends now: get you gone. 
And at the pit of Acheron 
Meet me i’ the morning: thither be 
Will come to know his destiny: 


i< 


What sights, my lord? »6 Your vessels and your spells provide. 


Your charms and every thing beside. 

I am for the air; this night I ll spend 
Unto a dismal and a fatal end: 

Great business must be wrought ere noon: 

_ Upon the corner of the moon 

Good-night; and better health 110 There hangs a vaporous drop profound; 24 
oajesty! I’ll catch it ere it come to ground: 

And that distill’d by magic sleights 
Shall raise such artificial sprites 
As by the strength of their illusion 
Shall draw him on to his confusion: 

He shall spurn fate, scorn death, and bear 
His hopes ’bove wisdom, grace, and fear; 
And you all know security 


Indy M. I pray you, speak not; he grows 
worse and worse; 

Question enrages him. At once, good-night: 
Stand not upon the order of your going, 

But go at once. 

Len. Gc 
tawht his maicsty I 
Lady M. A kind good-night to alii 

J Exeunt Lords and Attendants, 
have blood, they say; blood 
will have blood: 

Stones have been known to move and trees to 
speak; 

Augurs and understood relations have »4 


at 


By maggot-pies rW»n gh, and rooks brought Is mortals’ chiefest enemy. 

A* fC^an uiltlliB ‘ Prvma awe 


[Song within, ‘Come away, come away,' Ac. 
Hark! I am call’d; my little spirit, see. 

Sits in a foggy cloud, and stays for me. [Exit. 
First Witch. Come, let's make haste: shell 
soon be back again. [Exeunt. 


forth 

The secret’st man of blood. What is the night? 

Lady M. Almost at odds with morning, 
which is which. , , 

Macb. How sayst thou, that Macduff denies 
his person **• 

At our great bidding? , „ 

Lady M. Did you send to him, sir ? 

Macb. I hear it by the way; but 1 will send. 

There’s not a one of them but in his house 
I keep a servant fee’d. I will to-morrow— 13s 

And betimes I will—to the weird sisters: wuicu »u u«Hi«n * •«*. 

More «h«n they speak ; for now I am bent to Thingi have been strangely borne. The gracious 
know Duncan 

By the worst means, the worst For mine own Was pitied of Macbeth: marry, he was dead: 4 
good And the right-valiant Banquo walk d too late; 

AH causes shall give way: I am in blood Whom, you may say, if’t please you, Fleance 

Stepp’d in so far, that, should I wade no more, kill’d, _ 

Returning were as tedious as go o’er. For Fleance fled: mentnust not walk too lata. 

Strange things I have in head that will to hand. Who cannot want.the thought how monstrous I 
Which mustSe acted ere they may be scann’d. It was for Malcojn aadforQpnalb^n 
Lady M You lack the season of all natures. To kill their gradoua father? damned fact! 

- ’ aoniacittne season wiu.i-vu.-v ,ud grieve Macbethl did he not straight 


Scene VI. — Forres. A Room in the Palace. 

Enter LENNOX and another Lord. 

Len. My former speeches have but hit your 
thoughts. 

Which can interpret ftirther: only, I say, 
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In pious rage the two delinquents tear, n 
That were the slaves of drink and thralls of 
sleep? 

Was not that nooiy done? Ay, and wisely too; 
For ’twould have anger’d any heart alive 
To hear the men deny’t. So that, I say, 16 
He has borne all things well; ana I do think 
That, had he Duncan’s sons under his key,— 
As, an’t please heaven, he shall not,—they 
should find 

What 'twere to kill a father: so should Fleance. 
But, peace I for from broad words, and ’cause 
he fail’d as 

His presence at the tyrant's feast, I hear, 
Macduff lives in disgrace. Sir, can you tell 
Where he bestows himself? 

lord. The son of Duncan, *4 

From whom this tyrant holds the due of birth. 
Lives in the English court, and is receiv’d 
Of the most pious Edward with such grace 
That the malevolence of fortune nothing as 
Takes from Ms high respect Thither Macduff 
Is gone to pray the holy king, upon his aid 
To wake Northumberland and war-like Siward: 
That by the help of these—with him above 3a 
To ratify the work—we may again 
Give to our tables meat sleep to our nights. 
Free from our feasts and banque t s Moody 
knives. 

Do faithful homage and receive free honours; 
All which we pine for now. And this report 37 
Hath so exasperate the king that he 
Prepares for some attempt at war. 

Len. Sent he to Macduff? 

Lord. He did: and with an absolute, 'Sir, 
not I’, 40 

The cloudy messenger turns me his back. 

And hums, as who should say, ‘You’ll rue the 
time 

That clogs me with this answer'. 

Len. And that well might 

Advise Mm to a caution to hold what distance 
His wisdom can provide. Some holy angel 45 
Fly to the court of England and unfold 
His message ere he come, that a swift blessing 
May soon return to this our suffering country 48 
Under a hand accurs’d I 
Lord. I’ll send my prayers with Mm! 

[Exeunt. 

ACT IV 

Scene L —A Casern. In the middle, a boiling 
Cauldron. 

Thunder. Enter the three Witches. 

First Witch. Thrice the bdnded cat hath 
mew'd. 

See. Witch. Thrice and once the hedge-pig 
whin’d. 

Third Witch. Harper cries: Tie dme, ’ds 

t U I I6» 

Firrt Witch. Round about the cauldron go; 4 
In the poison’d entrails throw. 

Toad, that under cold stone 
Days and nights hast thirty-one 
Swaitar’d venom sleeping got, t 
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Boil thou first i’ the charmed pot. 

All. Double, double toil and trouble; 

Fire burn and cauldron bubble. 

See. Witch. Fillet of a fenny snake, » 
In the cauldron boil and bake; 

Eye of newt, and toe of frog, 
wool of bat, and tongue of dog. 

Adder’s fork, and Mind-worm’s sting, 16 
lizard’s leg, and howlet's wing. 

For a charm of powerful trouble. 

Like a hell-broth boil and bubble. 

All. Double, double toil and trouble; so 
Fire bum and cauldron bubble. 

Third Witch. Scale of dragon, tooth of wolf. 
Witches’ mummy, maw and gulf 
Of the ravin’d salt-sea shark, 24 

Root of hemlock digg’d i’ the dark. 

Liver of blaspheming Jew, 

Gall of goat, and alms of yew 
Sliver’d in the moon's eclipse, as 

Nose of Turk, and Tartar’s lips. 

Finger of birth-strangled babe 
Ditch-deliver’d by a drab. 

Make the gruel thick and slab: V 

Add thereto a tiger’s cfaaudron. 

For the ingredients of our cauldron. 

All. Double, double toil and trouble; 

Fire bum and cauldron bubble. 36 

Sec. Witch. Cool it with a baboon’s blood. 
Then the charm is firm and good. 

Enter HECATE. 

Hec. Ol well done! I commend your pains, 
And every one shall share i* the gains. 40 
And now about the cauldron sing. 

Like elves and fairies in a ring. 

Enchanting all that you put in. 

[Music and a long, ‘Black Spirits,' Ac. 

Sec. Witch. By the pricking of my thumbs, 44 
Something wicked this way comes. 

Open, locks. 

Whoever knocks. 

Enter Macbeth. 

Macb. How now, you secret, black, and mid¬ 
night hags! 48 

What is’t you do? 

AIL A deed without a name. 

Macb. I conjure you, by that which you 
profess,— 

Howe’er you come to know it,—answer me: 
Though you untie the winds and let them fight ;s 
Against the churches; though the yesty waves 
Confound and swallow navigation up; 
Though blartnd com be lodg’d and tzeee blown 
down; 

Though castles topple on their warders' heads; 
[hough palaces and pyramids do slope si 
Their heads to their foundations; though the 
treasure 

Of Nature's gertnena tumble all together. 
Even till deatructtas sicken; answer ms to 
To what I ask you. 

First Witch. Speak. 

Sec. Witch. 

Third Witch. 


We'll answer. 
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First Witch. Say If thou’dst rather hear it 
from our mouths. 

Or from our masters ? 

Macb. Call ’em: let me see ’em. 

First Witch. Pour in sow's blood, that hath 
eaten 64 

Her nine farrow; grease, that’s sweaten 
From the murderer’s gibbet throw 
Into the flame. 

All. Come, high or low; 

Thyself and office deftly show. 68 


Reign in this kingdom ? 

All. Seek to know no more. 

Macb. I will be satisfied: deny me this, 104 
A nd an eternal cu rse fall on you 1 Let me know. 
Why sinks that cauldron! and what noise is 
this? [ Hautboys. 

First Witch. Show! 

Sec. Witch. Show! to* 

Third Witch. Show! 

All. Show his eyes, and grieve bis heart; 
Come like shadows, so depart 


Thunder. First Apparition of an armed Head. 
Macb. Tell me, thou unknown power, — 
First Witch. He knows thy thought: 

Hear his speech, but say thou nought 
First App. Macbeth 1 Macbeth! Macbeth! 
beware Macduff; 

Beware the Thane of Fife. Dismiss me. Enough. 

I Descends. 

Macb. Whate’er thou art, for thy good cau¬ 
tion thanks; 73 

Thou hast harp’d my fear aright. But one word 
more,— 

First Witch. He will not be commanded: 
here’s another, 

More potent than the first 16 

Thunder. Second Apparition, a bloody 
Child. 

Sec. App. Macbeth! Macbeth! Macbeth!— 
Macb. Had I three ears, I’d hear thee. 

Sec. App. Be bloody, bold, and resolute; 
laugh to scorn 

The power of man, for none of woman bom 80 
Shall harm Macbeth. [Descends. 

Macb. Then live, Macduff : what need I fear 
of thee? 

But yet I’ll make assurance double sure, 

And take a bond of fate: thou shall not Uve; *4 
That I may tell pale-hearted fear it lies. 

And sleep in spite of thunder. 

Thunder. Third Apparition, a Child crowned, 
with a tree in his hand. 

What is this, 

That rises like the issue of a king. 

And wears upon his baby brow the round 8* 
And top of sovereignty ? 

All. Listen, but speak not to t. 

Third App. Be lion-mettled, proud, and take 
no care . . 

Who chafes, who frets, or where conspirers are: 
Macbeth shall never vanquish’d be until 
Great Bimam wood to high Duns inane hul 
Shall come against him. [ Descends. 

Macb. That will never be: 

Who can impress the forest, bid the tree 

Unfix his earth-bound root? Sweet bodements. 

good! . 96 

Rebellion’s head, rise never till the wood 
Of Bimam rise, and our high-plac d Macbeth 
• Shall live the lease of nature, pay his breath 
To time and mortal custom. Yet my heart too 
Throbs to know one thing: tell me—-if your art 
Can tell so much,—shall Banquo s issue ever 


A show of Eight Kings; the last with a glass in 
his hand: banquo’s Ghost following. 

Macb. Thou art too like the spirit ofBanquo; 
down! tii 

Thy crown does sear mine eyeballs: and thy hair, 
Thou other gold-bound brow, is like the first: 
A third is like the former. Filthy hags! 

Why do you show me this? A fourth! Start, 
eyes! ti6 

Wha.i will the line stretch out to the crack of 
doom? 

Another yet? A seventh! I’ll see no more: 
And yet the eighth appears, who bears a glass 
Which show.. me many more; and some I see 
That two-fold balls and treble sceptres carry. 1x1 
Horrible sight! Now, I see, ’tis true; 

For the blood-bolter’d Banquo smiles upon me, 
And points at them for his. [Apparitions vanish. 

What! is this so? 1*4 
First Witch. Ay, sir, all this is so: but why 
Stands Macbeth thus amazedly? 

Come, sisters, cheer we up his sprites. 

And show the best of our delights. is* 

I’ll charm the air to give a sound. 

While you perform your antick round. 

That this great king may kindly say, 

Our duties did his welcome pay. 13* 

[Music. The Witches dance, and then 
vanish with HECATE. 

Macb. Where are they? Gone? Let this 
pernicious hour 

Stand aye accursed in the calendar! 

Come in, without there! 

Enter LENNOX. 

ten .' What’s your Grace’s will? 

Macb. Saw you the weird sisters? 
ten. No, my lord. 136 

Macb. Came they not by you? 
ten. No indeed, my lord. 

Macb. Infected be the air whereon they ride, 
And damn'd all those that trust them! I did 
hear 

The galloping of horse: who was't came by 7 140 
ten. ’Tis two or three, my lord, that bring 
you word 

Macduff is fled to England. 

Macb. Fled to England! 

Ian. Ay. my good lord. 

Macb. Time, thou antidpat tt my dread ex¬ 
ploits ; 

The flighty purpose never I* o’ertook 
Unless the d-ed go with it: from this moment 
The very firstlings of my heart shall be 
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The firstlings of my hand. And even now, 148 
To crown my thoughts with acts, be it thought 
and done: 

The castle of Macduff I will surprise; 

Seize upon Fife; give to the edge of the sword 
His wife, his babes, and all unfortunate souls 152 
That trace him in his line. No boasting like a 
fool; 

This deed m do, before this purpose cool: 
But no more sights! Where are these gentle¬ 
men? 

Come, bring me where they are. {Exeunt. 

Scene II. — Fife. Macduff's Castle. 

Enter lady macduff, her Son, and ROSS. 

L. Macd. What had he done to make him 
fly the land? 

Ross. You must have patience, madam. 

L. Macd. He had none: 

His flight was madness: when our actions do 
not, 

Our fears do make us traitors. 

Ross. You know not 4 

Whether it was his wisdom or his fear. 

L. Macd. Wisdom! to leave bis wife, to leave 
his babes. 

His mansion and his titles in a place 
From whence himself does fly? He loves us 
not; s 

He wants the natural touch; for the poor wren. 
The most diminutive of birds, will fight— 

Her young ones in her nest—against the owl 
All Is the fear and nothing is the love; u 
As little is the wisdom, where the flight 
So runs against all reason. 

Ross. My dearest coz, 

I pray you, school yourself; but, for your hus¬ 
band, 

He is noble, wise, judicious, and best knows 16 
The fits o’ the season. I dare not speak much 
farther: 

But cruel are the times, when we are traitors 
And do not know ourselves, when we hold 
rumour 

From what we fear, yet know not what we fear. 
But float upon a wildl and violent sea si 

Each way and move. I take my leave of you: 
Shall not be long but IH be here again. 
Things at the worst will cease, or else climb up¬ 
ward 24 

To what they were before. My pretty cousin, 
Hireling upon you! 

L. Macd. Father'd he is, and yet he's father¬ 
less. 

Ross. I am so much a fool, should I stay 
longer, 28 

It would be my disgrace, and your discomfort: 
I take my leave at once. [ Exit. 

L. Macd. Sirrah, your father's dead: 
And what will you do now? How will you live? 
Son. As birds do, mother. 

L. Macd. What [with worms and flies? 32 
Son. Withwhat Iget,Imean;sndso do they. 
L. Macd. Boor bfidf thou’dst never few the 
net nos lime. 


The pit-fall nor the ghu 
Son. Why should I, mother? Poor birds 
they arc not set for. 36 

My father is not dead, for all your saying. 

L. Macd. Yes, he is dead: how wilt thou do 
for a father? 

Son. Nay, how will you do for a husband? 
i. Macd. Why, I can buy me twenty at any 
market. 4 ° 

Son. Then you’ll buy ’em to sell again. 

L. Macd. Thou speak’st with all thy wit; 
and yet, i’ faith. 

With wit enough for thee. 

Son. Was my father a traitor, mother? 44 
1.. Macd. Ay, that he was. 

Son. What is a traitor? 

L. Macd. Why, one that swears and lies. 
Son. And be all traitors that do so? 48 
L. Macd. Every one that does so is a traitor, 
and must be hanged. 

Son. And must they all be hanged that swear 
and lie? 

L. Macd. Every one. 

Son. Who must hang them? is 

L. Macd. Why, the honest men. 

Son. Then the liars and swearers are fools, 
for there are liars and swearers enow to beat the 
honest men, and hang up them. 56 

L. Macd. Now God help thee, poor monkey ■ 
But how wilt thou do for a father? 

Son. If he were dead, you’d weep for him: if 
you would not, it were a good sign that I should 
quickly have a new father. 61 

L. Macd. Poor prattler, how thou talk’st! 


Enter a Messenger , 

Mess. Bless you, fair darnel I am not to you 
known. 

Though in your state of honour I am perfect. 64 
I doubt some danger does approach you nearly: 
If you will take a homely man’s advice, 

Be not found here; hen; #, with your little ones. 
To fright you thus, methinks, I am too savage; 
To do worse to you were fell cruelty, 69 
Which is too nigh your person. Heaven pre¬ 
serve you! 

I dare abide no longer. {Exit. 

L. Macd. Whither should I fly? 

1 have done no harm. But I remember now 72 
I am in this earthly world, where, to do harm 
Is often laudable, to do good sometime 
Accounted dangerous folly; why then, alas! 
Do I put up that womanly defence, 7 * 

To say I have done no hum? 


Enter Murderer*. 

What are theca fhcea? 
Mur. Where la your husband? 

L. Macd. I hope in no place so unsanctified 
Where such as thou mayst find him. 

Mur. He’s a traitor, to 

Son. Thou liest, them •hag-hair’d viHaia. 
Mur. What! you egg. 

Young tty of treachery! [Stabbing Mm. 
Son. He has kiM me, mother: 
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_I_ [ Dies. 

it lady Macduff, crying ‘Murder’, 
and pursued by the Murderers. 


Scene DDL— England. Before the UNO’S 
Palace. 

Enter Malcolm and Macduff. 

Mai. Let us seek out some desolate shade, 
and there 

Weep our sad bosoms empty. 

Macd. Let us rather 

Hold fast the mortal sword, and like good men 
Bestride our down-fall'n birthdom; each new 
mom 4 

New widows howl, new orphans cry, new so*- 
rows 

Strike heaven on the face, that it resounds 
As if it felt with Scotland and yell'd out 
Like syllable of dolour. 

Mai. What I believe IH wail, S 

What know believe, and what I can redress. 
As I shall find the time to friend, I will. 

What you have spoke, it may be so perchance. 
ThistyTant.whosesolenameblistersosr tongues. 
Was once thought honest: you have lov'd him 
well; 13 

He hath not touch’d you yet. I am young; but 
something 

You may deserve of him through me, and wis¬ 
dom 

To offer up a weak, poor, innocent iamb i 4 
To appease an angry god. 

Macd. I am not treacherous. 

Mai. But Macbeth is. 

A good and virtuous nature may recoil 
In an imperial charge. But I shall crave your 
pardon; so 

That which you am my thoughts cannot trans¬ 
pose; 

Angels are bright still, though the brightest fell; 
Though all things foul would wear the brows of 
grace. 

Yet grace must still look so. 

Macd. I have lost my hopes. 24 

Mai. Perchance even them where I did find 
my doubts. 

Why in that rawness left you wife and child— 
Those precious motives, those strong knots of 
love— 

Without lesve-taldng? I prey you, si 

Let not my jealousies be your dishonours. 

But mine own safeties: you may be rightly just. 
Whatever I shall think. 

Macd. Bleed, bleed, poor country 1 

Great tyranny, lay thou thy bads sure, as 
For goodness dares not check thee! wear thou 


The title is sneer'd! Fare thee well, lord: 

I would not be the villain that thou think's! 
For the whole apace that‘s in the tyrant’s grasp. 
And the rich East to boot. 

. Mai. Be not offended: 37 

I speak not a* in absolute fear of you. 

I think our country sinks beneath the yoke; 

It weeps, it Meads, and each new day a gash 4 » 


Is added to her wounds: I think withal, 

There would be hands uplifted in my right; 
And here from gracious England have 1 offer 
Of goodly thousands: but, for all this, 44 
When I shall tread upon the tyrant’s head, 

Or wear it on my sword, yet my poor country 
Shall have more vices than it had before, 
More suffer, and more sundry ways than ever, 4* 
By him that shall succeed. 

Macd. What should he be? 

Mai. It Is myself I mean; in whom I know 
All the particulars of vice so grafted, 

That, when they shall be open’d, black Macbeth 
Will seem as pure as snow, and the poor state S3 
Esteem him as a lamb, being compar’d 
With my confineless harms. 

Macd. Not in the legions 

Of horrid bell can come a devil more damn’d 56 
In evils to top Macbeth. 

Mai. I grant him bloody. 

Luxurious, avaricious, false, deceitful. 

Sudden, malicious, smacking of every sin 
That has a name; but there’s no bottom, none. 
In my voluptuousness: your wives, your daugh¬ 
ters, es 

Your matrons, and your maids, could not fill up 
The cistern of my lust; and my desire 
All continent impediments would o’erbear 64 
That did opp e my will; better Macbeth 
Than such an one to reign. 

Macd. Boundless intemperance 

In nature is a tyranny; it hath been 
TV untimely emptying of the happy throne, <1 
And fall of many kings. But fear not yet 
To take upon you what is yours; you may 
Convey your pleasures in a spacious plenty. 
And yet seem cold, the time you may so hood¬ 
wink. 72 

We have willing dames enough; there cannot 
be 

That vulture In you, to devour to many 
As will to greatness dedicate themselves. 
Finding it so inclin’d. 

MaL With this them grows 74 

In my most ffl-compos’d affection such 
A stanchless avarice that, were I king, 

I should cut off the nobles for their lands, 
Desire his jewels and this other's house; to 
And my more-having would be as a sauce 
To make me hunger more, that I should forge 
Quarrels unjust against the good and loyal. 
Destroying them for wealth. 

Macd. This avarice 14 

Sticks deeper, grows with more pernicious root 
Than summer-seeming lust, and it hath been 
The sword of our slain kings: yet do not fear; 
Scotland hath foisons to fill up your will. It 
Of your mere own; all these are portable. 
With other graces weigh’d. 

Mai But I have none: the king-becoming 

As JuLtee! verity, temperance, stableness, es 
Bounty, perseverance, mercy, lowliness. 
Devotion. imdence, courtflB. fortitude. 

I have no relish of therrc but abound 
In the division of each aavstal crime, *• 
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Actingitmany ways. Nay, hadl power, I should 
Pour the sweet milk of concord into hell. 
Uproar the universal peace, confound 
All unity on earth. 

Macd. O Scotland, Scotland! too 

Mol. Ifsuch a one be ht to govern, speak: 
I am as I have spoken. 

Macd. Fit to govern 1 

No, not to live. O nation miserable, 

With an untitled tyrant bloody-scepter’d, 104 
When shalt thou see thy wholesome days again. 
Since that the truest issue of thy throne 
By his own interdiction stands accurs’d. 

And does blaspheme his breed? Thy royal 
father 108 

Was a most sainted king; the queen that bore 
thee, 

Oft’ner upon her knees than on her feet. 

Died every day she liv’d. Fare thee well! 
These evils thou repeat’st upon thyself m 

Have banish’d me from Scotland. O my breast. 
Thy hope ends here! 

Mai. Macduff, this noble passion. 

Child of integrity, hath from my soul 
Wip’d the blade scruples, reconcil'd my thoughts 
To thy good truth and honour. Devilish Mac¬ 
beth 117 

By many of these trains hath sought to win me 
Into his power, and modest wisdom plucks me 
From over-credulous haste: but God above i» 
Deal between thee and met for even now 
I put myself to thy direction, and 
Unspeak mine own detraction, here abjure 
The taints and blames 1 laid upon myself, U 4 
For strangers to my nature. 1 am yet 
Unknown to woman, never was forsworn. 
Scarcely have coveted what was mine own; 

At no time broke my faith, would not betray 128 
The devil to his fellow, and delight 
No less in truth than life :my lint false speaking 
Was this upon myself. What I am truly. 

Is thine ana my poor country’s to command; 13s 
Whither indead, before thy here-approach, 
Old Siward, with ten thousand war-like men. 
Already at a point, was setting forth. 

Now well together, and the chance of goodness 
Be like our warranted quarrel. Why are you 
silent? 137 

Macd. Such welcome and unwelcome things 
at once 

TU hard to rec on cile. 


Which often, since my here-remain in England, 
I have seen turn do. How he solicits heaven, 149 
Himself best knows; but strangely-visited 
people. 

All swoln and ulcerous, pitiful to the eye. 

The mere despair of surgery, he cures; 15s 
Hanging a golden stamp about their necks, 
Put on with bob’ prayers; and ’tis spoken 
To the succeeding royalty he leaves 
The healing benediction. With this strange 
virtue, 156 

He hath a heavenly gift of prophecy. 

And sundry blessings hang about his throne 
That speak him full of grace. 

Macd. See, who comes here? 

Mai. My countryman; but yet I know him 
not. 160 

Enter boss. 

Macd. My ever-gentle cousin, welcome 
hither. 

Mai. I know him now. Good God, betimes 
remove 

The means that make us strangers! 

Ross. Sir, amen. 

Macd. Stands Scotland where it did? 

Ross. Alas! poor country; 164 

Almost afraid to know itself. It cannot 
Be call'd our mother, but our grave; where 
nothing. 

But who knows nothing, is once seen to smile; 
Where sighs and groans and shrieks that rent 
the air 168 

Are made, not mark’d; where violent sorrow 
seems 

A modern ecstasy; the dead man’s knell 
Is there scarce ask'd for who• and good men's lives 
Expire before the Sowers in their caps, 17s 
Dymg or ere they sicken. 

Macd. O! relation 

Too nice, and yet too true! 

Mai. What’s the newest grief? 

Ross. That of an how’s age doth hiss the 
speaker; 

Each minute teems a new one. 

Macd. How does my wife? 176 

Ross. Why, well. 

Macd. And all my children? 

Ross. Well too. 

Macd. The tyrant has not batter'd at their 
peace? 

Ross. No; they were well at peace when I did 
leave ’em. 


Enter a Doctia. 

Mai. Well; more anon. Comes the king 
forth, I pray you? 140 

Doct. Ay, sir; there are a crew of wretched 
souls 

That stay his cure; their malady convinces 
The great assay of art; but, at his touch. 

Such sanctity hath heaven given his hand, >44 
They presently amend. 

Mod. I thank yon, doctor. 

[Exit Doctor. 

Macd. What’s the disease he means? 

Mai. Tis call'd the evtl: 

A most miraculous work in this good king. 


Macd. Be not a niggard of your speech: how 
goes’t? » 8 o 

Ross. When I came hither to transport the 
tidings, 

Which I have heavily borne, there ran a rumour 
Of many worthy fellows that were out; 
Which was to my belief witness'd the rather i *4 
For that I saw the tyrant’* power a-foot 
Now is the time of help; your eye in Scothmd 
Would create soldiers, mute our women fight. 
To doff their dire distresses. 

Mai. Be’t their comfort, r»» 

We are coming thither. Gracious England hath 
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Lent us good Siward and ten thousand men; Cut short all Intermission; front to front 231 
An older and a better soldier none bring thou this fiend of Scotland and myself; 

That Christendom gives out. Within my sword’s length set him; if he 'scape, 

Ross. Would I could answer 19a Heaven forgive him tool 

This comfort with the like! But 1 have words Mai. This tune goes manly. 


That would be howl’d out in the desert air. 
Where hearing should not latch them. 

Macd. What concern they? 

The general cause? or is it a fee-grief 196 
Due to some single breast? 


Ross. 


Come, go we to the king; our power is ready; 
Our lack is nothing but our leave. Macbeth 236 
Is ripe for shaking, and the powers above 
Put on their instruments. Receive what cheer 
you may; 


No mind that’s honest The night is long that never finds the day. 


But in it shares some woe, though the main part 
Pertains to you alone. 

Macd. If it be mine 

Keep it not from me; quickly let me have it. 200 
Ross. Let not your ears despise my tongue 
for ever. 

Which shau possess them with the heaviest 
sound 

That ever yet they heard. 

Macd. Hum! I guess at it. 

Ross. Your castle is surpris’d; your wife and 
babes 204 

Savagely slaughter’d; to relate the manner, 
Were, on the quarry of these murder’d deer. 
To add the death of you. 

Mai. Merciful heaven! 

What! man; ne’er pull your hat upon your 
brows; 208 

Give sorrow words; the grief that does not speak 
Whispers the o’er-fraught heart and bids it 
break. „ 

Macd. My children too? 

Ross. Wife, children, servants, all 

That could be found. 

Macd. And I must be from thence! 212 
My wife kill’d too? 

Ross. I have said. 

Mai. Be comforted; 

Let’s make us medicine of our great revenge, 
To cure this deadly grief. 


( Exeunt. 

ACT V 

Scene I. — Dunsinane. A Room in the Castle. 
Enter a Doctor of Physic and a Waiting-Gentle¬ 
woman. 

Doet. I have two nights watched with you, 
but can perceive no truth in your report. When 
was it she last walked ? 3 

Gen. Since his majesty went into the field, 
I have seen her rise from her bed, throw her 
night-gown upon her, unlock her closet, take 
forth paper, fold it, write upon’t, read it, after¬ 
wards seal it, and again return to bed; yet all 
this while in a most fast sleep. 9 

Doct. A great perturbation in nature, to 
receive at once the benefit of sleep and do the 
effects of watching! In this slumbery agitation, 
besides her walking and other actual perform¬ 
ances, what, at any time, have you heard her say ? 

Gen. That, sir, which I will not report after 
her. 16 

Doct. Y ou may to me, and ’ tis most meet you 
should. 

Gen. Neither to you nor any one, having no 
witness to confirm my speech. 20 

Enter LADY MACBETH, with a taper. 


___ _ Lo you! here she comes. This is her very guise; 

Macd. He has no children. All my pretty and, upon my life, fast asleep. Observe her; 
ones? 216 stand close. 

" . Doct. How came she by that light? 24 

Gen. Why, it stood by her: she has light by 
her continually; ’tis her command. 

Doct. You see, her eyes are open. 

Gen. Ay, but their sense is shut. 2S 

Doct. what is it she does now ? Look, how 
she rubs her hands. 

Gen. It is an accustomed action with her, to 
seem thus washing her hands. I have known 
her to continue in this a quarter of an hour. 33 
Lady M. Yet here’s a spot. 

Doct. Hark! she speaks. I will set down 
what comes from her, to satisfy my remem¬ 
brance the more strongly. 37 

Lady M. Out, damned spot lout, I say 1 One: 
two: why, then, ’tis time to do’t. Hellismurky! 
Fie, my lord, fie! a soldier, and afeard? What 


Did you say all? O hell-kite! All? 

Whatl all my pretty chickens and their dam 
At one fell swoop? 

Mai. Dispute it like a man. 

Macd. I shall do so; 

But I must also feel it as a man: 220 

I cannot but remember such things were. 
That were most precious to me. Did heaven 
look on. 

And would not take their part? Sinful Macduff! 
They were all struck for thee. Naught that I 
am, 224 

Not for their own demerits, but for mine, 

Fell slaughter on their souls. Heaven rest them 
now! 

Mai. Be this the whetstone of your sword: 
let grief 


Convert to anger; blunt not the heart, enrage need we fear who knows it when none cut call 
j ti 228 our power to account? Yet who would have 

Macd. Oil could play the woman with mine though^ tht^ old man to have had so much 


And'braggart with my tongue. But, gentle 
heavens. 


Doct. Do you mark that? 

Lady M. The Thane of Fife had a wife- 
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where it the now? What! will these hands ne'er He cannot buckle his distemper’d cause 
be dean? No more o’ that, my lord, no more Within the belt of rule, 
o’ that: you mar all with this starting. 49 ’— 

Doct. Go to, go to; you have known what 




you should not. 


Ang. Now does he feel 

His secret murders sticking on his hands; 
Now minutely revolts upbraid his faith-breach; 


Gen. She has spoke what she should not, I Those he commands move only in co mm a nd , 


am sure of that: Heaven knows what she has 
kno w n $4 

Lady M. Here’s the smell of the blood still: 
afl the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this 
little hand. Oh! oh! ohl V 

Doct. What a sigh is there! The heart is 
sorely charged. 

Gen. X would not have such a heart in my 
bosom for the dignity of the whole body. 6 r 
Doct. Well, well, welL 
Gen. Pray God ft be, sir. 

Doct. This disease is beyond my practice: 
yet I have known those which have walked in 
their sleep who have died holily in their beds. 66 
Lady M. Wash your hands, put on your 
night-gown; look not so pale. I teU you yet 
again, Banquo’i buried; he cannot come out 
on’s grave. 

Doct. Even so? 71 

Lady M. To bed, to bed: there’s knocking 
at the gate. Come, come, come, come, give me 
your hand. What’s done cannot be undone. 
To bed, to bed, to bed. [Exit. 

Doct. Will she go now to bed? 7 < 

Gen. Directly. 

Doct. Foul whisperings are abroad. Un¬ 
natural deeds 

Do breed unnatural troubles; infected minds 
To their deaf pillows will discharge thrir secrets; 
More needs she the divine than the physician, it 
God, God forgive us all! Look after her; 
Remove from her the means of all annoyance. 
And still keep eyes upon her. So, good-night: 
My mind she has mated, and amaz’d my sight 
I think, but dare not speak. 

Gen. Good-night good doctor. [Exeunt. 

Scene XI. — The Country near Dunsinane. 
Enter, with drum and colours, MENTErt H, CAITH¬ 
NESS, Angus, lennox, and Soktten. 

Ment. The English power is near, led on by 
Malcolm, 

His unde Siward, and the good Macduff. 
Revenges burn in them; for their dear cause* 
Would to the bleeding and the grim alarm 4 
Excite the mortified man. 

Ang. Near Birnam wood 

Shall we well meet them; that way are they 
coming. 

Caith. Who knows if Donalbain be with bis 
brother? 

Len. Far certain, sir, he is not: I have a file 
Of all the gentry: there is Siward’s son, 9 
And many unrough youths that even now 
Protest their first of manhood. 

Ment. What does the tyrant? 

Caith. Great Donshuae he strongly fortifies. 
Some say he’s mad; others that lesser hate Urn 
Do call it valiant firry; bat, fat certain. 


Nothing In love; now does he feel his title so 
Hang loose about him, like a giant’s robe 
Upon a dwarfish thief. 

Ment. Who then shall blame 

His pester’d senses to recoil and start. 

When all that is within him does condemn u 
Itself for being there? 

Caith. Well, march we on. 

To give obedience where ’ns truly ow’d; 

Meet we the me dici n e of the sickly weal. 

And with him pour we in our country’s purge ss 
Each drop of us. 

Len. Oreo much as it needs 

To dew the sovereign flower and drown the 
weeds. 

Make we our march towards Birnam. 

1 Exeunt , marching. 

Scene HI. — Dunsinane. A Room in the 
Castle. 

Enter MACurm, Doctor, and Attendants. 
Maeb. Bring me no more reports; let them 
fly all: 

Till Birnam wood re m ove to Dunsinane 
I cannot taint with fear. What’s the boy Mal¬ 
colm? 

Was he not born of woman? The spirits that 
know '4 

AH mortal co n s e qu ences have pronounc’d me 
thus: 

'Fear not, Macbeth; no man that’s born of 
woman 

Shall e’er have power upon thee.’ Then fly, 
false thanet. 

And mingle with the English epicures: 8 

The mind I sway by ana the heart I bear 
Shall never sag with doubt nor shake with fear. 

Enter a Servant. 

The devil damn thee black, thou cream-fac’d 
loon! 

Where gott’it thou that goom look! “ 
Sen. There is ten thousand— 

Maeb. Gecae, villain? 

Sen. Soldiers, sir. 

Maeb. Go, prick thy fhee, and ove r re d thy 
fear. 

Thou my-Hver’d boy. What soldiers, patch? 
Death or thy soul! those linen cheeks of thine 
Are counseuon to fear. What soldiers, whey- 
face? 17 

Sen. The English fbrce, so please you. , 
Maeb. Take thy face hence. (Exit Servant.] 
Seyton!—I am tick at heart 
When I behold—Seyton, I say!—’This pwh so 
Will cheer me ever or dftseat me now. 

I have liv'd long enough: my way of life 
It fisll’n into the sear, the yellow leaf; 

And that which should accompany okl age, >4 
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At honour, love, obedfaoce, troop* of fHendi, That chambers will be safe. 


I must not look to have; bat, in their stead. 
Curses, not loud bat deep, mouth-honour, 
breath. 

Which the poor heart would fain deny, and 


dare not. at And bear't before him: thereby shall we shadow 

Seyton! The numbers of our host, and make discovery 

Enter bttton. Err in report of us. 

Sey. What is your graciouspleasure? . g iw \y e i carn no other but the confident 
Macb. What news more ? tvrant 

AD i» confirm’d, my lord, which was Kee * s still in rWnane, an d will endure 

reported. - , __.__. Our setting down before’t. 

Macb. Ill fight un from my bones my flesh MaL ’Tis his main hope; 

be hack d. 32 For where there is advantage to be given, n 

ive me my armour. _. . Both more and less have given him the revolt, 

£* y -, In not needed yet. And none serve with him but constrained things 


Men. We doubt it nothing. 

Siw. What wood is tins before us? 

Men. The wood of Bimam. 4 

Mai. Let every soldier hew him down abough 


as Andbear'tbeforehim: thereby shall we shadow 


_ . , , , — inui, a m must uuai 

he hacic a. 31 For where there is advantage to be gi 

Give me my armour. ,. . Both more and less have given him th 

f 5 y ' 1 m ... J. , 1101 needed ytt ' And none serve with him but constraint 

Macb. m put ” on. .. Whose hearts are absent too. 

Send out more horses, ddrr the country round, Macd Let our just censures 

Hang those that talk of fear. Give me mine ^ ttend ihe true event, and put we on t6 
armour. * Industrious soldiership. 

How does your patient, doctor? . . P The time app 


How does your patient, doctor? Siw The t^e approaches 

Doct. NM so sick, my lord, Tj, at w jjj decision make us know 

As the it troubled with thick-coming fancies, we shall say we have and what we owe. 

That keep her from her rest. Thoughts speculative their unsure hopes relate, 

Macb. . . Cure her of that. g ut certain issue strokes must arbitrate, ai 

Canst thou not minister to a mind diseas d, 40 Towards which advance the war. 

Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow, [ Exeunt, marching. 

Raze out the written troubles of the brain. 

And with some sweet oblivious antidote n..- within th* rattle 

Cleanse the stuff’d bosom of that perilous stuff Scene V. Dunsmane. Within the Cas tle. 

Which weighs upon the heart ? Enter, with drum and colours, macbeth, seyton, 

Doct. Therein the patient 45 and Soldiers. 

Must minister to himself. Macb. Hang out our banners on the out- 

Macb. Throw physic to the dogs; IH none ward walls: 
of it. . The cry is still, ‘ They come ’; our castle’s strength 

Come, put mine armour on; give me my stall, laugh a siege to scorn; here let them lie 
Seyton, tend out.—Doctor, the thanes fly from Till famine and the ague eat them up; 4 
me.— . , J * 9 Were they not forc’d with those that should!* 

Come, sir, dispatch.—If thou couldst, doctor, ours 

_ cast ....... We might have met them dareful, beard to 

The water of my land, find her disease, beard. 

And purge it to a sound and pristine health, 5a beat backward home. 

I would applaud thee to the very echo, [A cry of women within. 

That should applaud again.—PuU’toffisay.— What is that noise? 

What rhubarb, senna, or what purgative drug It is the cry of women, my good lord. * 

Would scour these English hence? Hear st thou [Exit. 

ofthem? , 56 Macb. I have almost forgot the taste of fears. 

Doct. Ay, my good lord; your royal prepara- The time has been my senses would have cool d 


tkm 

Makes us hear something. _ 

Macb. Bring it after me. 

I will not be afraid of death and bane 
Till Bimam forest came to Dnnsinane. «o 
Doer. [Aside.] Were I from Dnnsinane away 
and cl e ar , 

Profit again should hardly draw me here. 

[exeunt. 

Sew* TV .—Country near Bimam Wood. 


To hear a n 
Would at a 


tt-shriek, and my fell of hair 
anal treatise rouse and stir sa 


Aslifewerein’t I have supp'd full with horrors; 
Direness, familiar to my slaughterous thoughts. 
Cannot once start me. 

Re-enter seyton. 

Wherefore was that cry? 
Sey. The queen, my lord, is dead. 16 

Macb. She should have died hereafter; 
There would have been a time for such a word. 


Enter, with dnm and colours, Malcol m, Old To-nrnrrow. an^morr^wd tomorrow, 
srwAao and Mr Son, macduft, MEErnsTH. Creeps in thispetty p ace from d ay to day, ao 
CAjrnwsss, anous, limnox, sow, and Soldiers 

^Lfm.Ihopefr*d«r,aren«rM 
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That struts and frets his hour upon the stage, 
And then is heard no more; it is a tale 
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury. 
Signifying nothing. s 8 


But bear-like I must fight the course. What’s 
he 

That was not bom of woman? Such a one 
Am 1 to fear, or none. 4 


Enter a Messenger. 

Thoucom’st to use thy tongue; thy story quickly. 

Mess. Gracious my lord, 

I should report that which I say I saw. 

But know not how to do it. 

Macb. Well, say, sir. 32 

jVfe.tr. As I did stand my watch upon the hill, 
I look'd towards Birnam, and anon, methought. 
The wood began to move. 

Macb. Liar and slave I 

Mess. Let me endure your wrath if’t be not 
so: 

Within this three mile may you see it coining; 
I say, a moving grove. 

Macb. If thou speak’st false. 

Upon the next tree shalt thou hang alive. 

Till famine ciing thee; if thy speech be sooth, 
I care not if thou dost for me as much. 41 
I puli in resolution and begin 
To doubt the equivocation of the fiend 
That lies like truth; ‘Fea-not, till Birnam wood 
Do come to Dunsinane’; and now a wood 45 
Comes toward Dunsinane. Arm, arm, and out 1 
If this which he avouches does appear. 

There is nor flying hence, nor tarrying here. 48 
I ’gin to be aweary of the sun. 

And wish the estate o' the world were now un¬ 
done. 

Ring the alarum-bell! Blow, wind! come, 
wrack) 

At least we’U die with harness on our back, sa 

f Exeunt. 

Scene VI .—The Same. A Plain before the 
Castle. 


Enter Young stward. 

Young Siw. What is thy name? 

Macb. Thou’lt be afraid to hear it. 

Young Siw. No; though thou call’s! thyself 
‘ a hotter name 
Than any is in hell. 

Macb. My name’s Macbeth. 

Young Siw. The devil himself could not pro¬ 
nounce a title 8 

More hateful to mine ear. 

Macb. No, nor more fearful. 

Young Siw. Thou Beat, abhorred tyrant; 
with my sword 

I’ll prove the lie thou speak’st. 

[They fight and Young srWAKD is slain. 
Macb. Thou wast born of woman: 

But swords I smile at, weapons laugh to scorn, 
Brandish’d by man that’s of a woman born. 13 

[Exit. 


Alarums. Enter MACDUFF. 

Macd. That way the noise is. Tyrant, show 
thy face: 

If thou be’st slain and with no stroke of mine, 
My wife and children’s ghosts will haunt me 
still. is 

I cannot strike at wretched kerns, whose arms 
Are hir’d to bear their staves: either thou, 
Macbeth, 

Or else my sword with an unbatter’d edge 
I sheathe again undeeded. There thou shouldst 
be; 20 

By this great clatter, one of greatest note 
Seems bruited. Let me find hiim fortune! 
And more I beg not. [Exit. Alarums. 


Enter, with drum and colours, MALCOLM, Old 
siwakd, MACDUFF, die., and their Army, with 
boughs. 

Mai. Now near enough; your leavy screens 
throw down. 

And show like those you are. You, worthy 
uncle. 

Shall, with my cousin, your right-noble son, 
Lead our first battle-.worthy Macduff and we 4 
Shall take upon’s what else remains to do. 
According to our order. 

Siw. Fare you welt. 

Do we but find the tyrant’s power to-night, 
Let us be beaten, if we ccnnot fight. S 

Macd. Make all our trumpets speak; give 
them all breath, 

Those clamorous harbingers Of blood and death 

[Exeunt. 

Scene VIL —The Same. Another Part 
of the Plain. 

Alarums. Enter MACBETH. 

Macb. They have tied me to a stain; I can¬ 
not fly. 


Enter MALCOLM and Old STWARD. 

Siw. This way, my lord; the castle’s gently 
render’d: »4 

The tyrant’s people on both sides do fight; 
The noble thanes do bravely in the war; 

The day almost itself professes yours. 

And little Is to do. 

Mai. We have met with foes 28 

That strike beside us. 

Siw. Enter, sir, the castle. 

[Exeunt. Alarums. 


Re-enter MACBETH. 

Macb. Why should I play the Roman fool, 
and die 

On mine own sword ? whiles I see lives, the gashes 
Do better upon them. 


Re-enter macduff. 

Macd. Turn, hell-hound, turn! 3 * 

Macb. Of aO men else I have avoided thee: 
But get thee back, my soul is too much charg d 
With blood of thine already. 

Macd. Ihave no words; 

My voice is in my sword, thou bloodier villain 3 * 
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Than terms can give thee out! [They fight. 

Macb. Thou losest labour: 

As easy mayst thou the intrenchant air 
With thy keen sword impress as make me bleed: 
Let fall thy blade on vulnerable crests; 40 
I bear a charmed life, which must not yield 
To one of woman bom. 

Macd. Despair thy charm; 

And let the angel whom thou still hast serv’d 
Tell thee, Macduff wasfrom his mother’s womb 
Untimely ripp'd. 45 

Macb. Accursed be that tongue that tells me 
so, 

For it hath cow’d my better part of man: 

And be these juggling fiends no more believ'd, 48 
That palter with us in a double sense; 

That keep the word of promise to our ear, 
And break it to our hope. I’ll not fight with thee. 

Macd. Then yield thee, coward, ji 

And live to be the show and gaze o' the time: 
We’ll have thee, as our rarer monsters are, 
Painted upon a pole, and underwrit, 

’Here may you see the tyrant.’ 

Macb. 1 will not yield, 56 

To kiss the ground before young Malcolm’s feet, 
And to be baited with the rabble’s curse. 
Though Biraam wood be come to Dunsinane, 
And thou oppos’d, being of no woman bom, 60 
Yet I will tty the last: before my body 
I throw my war-like shield. Lay on, Macduff, 
And damn’d be him that first cries, ‘Hold, 
enough!' [Exeunt, fighting. 

Retreat. Flourish. Reenter, with drum and 
colours, Malcolm, Old stwakd, ross, Thanes, 
and Soldiers. 

Mai. I would the friends we miss were safe 
arriv’d. 64 

Siw. Some must go off; and yet, by these I 
see, 

So great a day as this is cheaply bought. 

Mai. Macduffismi*sing,andyournobleson. 
Ross. Your son, my loro, has paid a soldier’s 
debt: 6* 

He only liv’d but till he was a man; 

The which no sooner had his prowess confirm’d 
In the unshrinking station when he fought, 
But like a man he died. 


Siw. Then he is dead? 7a 

Ross. Ay, and brought off the field. Your 
cause of sorrow 

Must not be measur’d by his worth, for then 
It hath no end. 

Siw. Had he his hurts before ? 

Ross. Ay, on the front. 

Siw. Why then, God's soldier be he! 76 
Had I as many sons as I have hairs, 

1 would not wish them to a fairer death: 

And so, his knell is knoil’d. 

Mai. He’s worth more sorrow, 

And that I’ll spend for him. 

Siw. He's worth no more; 80 

They say, he parted well, and paid his score: 
And so, God be with him! Here comes newer 
comfort. 

Re-enter macduff, with Macbeth’s head. 
Macd. Hail, king! for so thou art. Behold, 
where stands 

The usurper’s cursed head: the time is free: 84 
I see thee compass’d with thy kingdom's pearl, 
That speak my salutation in their minds; 
Whose voices I desire aloud with mine; 

Hail. King of Scotland! 

All. Hail, King of Scotland! 88 

[Flourish. 

Mai. We shall not spend a large expense of 
time 

Before we reckon with your several loves, 

And make us even with you. My thanes and 
kinsmen. 

Henceforth be earls, the first that ever Scotland 
In such an honour nam'd. What’s more to 
do, 93 

Which would be planted newly with the time, 
As calling home our exil’d friends abroad 
That fled the snares of watchful tyranny; 96 
Producing forth the cruel ministers 
Of this dead butcher and his fiend-like queen. 
Who, as ’tis thought, by self and violent hands 
Took off her life; this, and what needful else 100 
That calls upon us, by the grace of Grace 
We will perform in measure, time, and place: 
So, thanks to all at once and to each one, 
Whom we invite to see us crown’d at Scone. 104 
[Flourish. Exeunt. 
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ACT I 

Scene L — Elsinore. A Platform before the 
Castle. 

FRANCISCO at his post. Enter to him 
BERNARDO. 

Ber. Who's there? 

Fran. Nay, answer me; stand, and unfold 
yourself. 

Ber. Long live the king! 

Fran. Bernardo? 4 

Ber. He. 

Fran. You come most carefully upon your 
hour. 

Ber. Tis now struck twelve; get thee to bed, 
Francisco. 

Fran. For this relief much thanks; 'tls bitter 
cold, s 

And I am tick at heart 
Ber. Have you had quiet guard? 

Fran. Not a mouse stirring. 

Ber. Well, good-night 

If you do meet Horatio and Marcellus, u 

The rivals of my watch, bid them make haste. 
Fran. I think! hear them. Stand, ho! Who’s 
there? 

Enter horatio and marcellus. 

Bor. Friends to this ground. 

Mar. And liegemen to the Dane. 

Fran. Give you good-night. 

Mar. O! farewell, honest soldier: 16 

Who bath reliev'd you? 

_ Fran. Bernardo has my place. 

Give you good-night {Exit. 

Mar. Holla! Bernardo! 

Ber. Say, 


Wbatt is Horatio there? 

Bor. A piece of him. 

Ber. Welcome, Horatio; welcome, good Mar¬ 
cellus. 20 

Mar. What! has this thing appear'd again 
to-night? 

Ber. I have seen nothing. 

Mar. Horatio says 'ds but our fantasy. 
And will not let belief take hold of him 24 
Touching this dreaded sight twice seen of us: 
Therefore I have entreated him along 
With us to watch the minutes of this night; 
That if again this apparition come, 28 

He may approve our ey« and speak to it. 
Bor. Tush, tush! 'twin not appear. 

Ber. Sit down awhile, 

And let us once again assail your ears, 

That are so fortified against our story, 32 
What we two nights have seen. 

Bor. Well, sit we down, 

And let us hear Bernardo speak of this. 

Ber. Last night of all. 

When yond same star that's westward from 
the pole 36 

Had made Ms course to illume that part of 
heaven 

Where now it burns, Marcellus and myself, 
The bell then beating one,— 

Mar. Peace! break thee off; look, where It 
comes again! so 

Enter Ghost. 

Ber. In the same figure, like the king that's 
dead. 

Mar. Thon art a scholar; speak to It, Horatio. 
Ber. Looks it not like the king? tank it, 
Horatio. 
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Hot Most like: it harrows me with fear and To the inheritance of Fortinbras, 9* 

wonder. 44 Had he been vanquisher; as, by the same 

Bcr. It would be spoke to. covenant, ...... 

Mar Question it, Horatio. And carnage of the article design d, 

that usurp’st this time His fell to Hamlet. Now, sir, young Fortinbras, 
Of unimproved mettle hot and full, »6 

Hath in the skirts of Norway here and there 
Shark'd up a list of lawless resolutes, 


Hot. What art thou that usurp’: 


Together with that fair and war-like form 
In which the majesty of buried Denmark 48 - 

Did sometimes march 1 by heaven I charge thee, For food and diet, to some enterprise 

gpeak! That hath a stomach in’t; which is no other— 

MorTlt is offended. 

Ber. See! it stalks away. 

Hor. Stay! speak, speak! I charge thee, 
speak! [Exit Ghost. 

Mar. Tis gone, and will not answer. ss 
Ber. How now, Horatio! you tremble and 
look pale: 

Is not this something more than fantasy? 

What think you on't? 

Hor. Before my God, I might not this be¬ 
lieve 

Without the sensible and true avouch 
Of mine own eyes. 

Mar. Is it not like the king? 

Hor. As thou art to thyself: 

Such was the very armour he had on 60 
When he the ambitious Norway combated: 

So frown'd he once, when, in an angry pane. 

He smote the sledded Polacks on the ice. ^ 

Mar. 'iSius twice before, and jump at this 
dead hour, 

With martial stalk hath he gone by our watch. 

Hor. In what particular thought to work I 
know not; , , . 

But in the gross and scope of my opinion, *8 
This bodes some strange eruption to our state. 

Mar. Good now, sit down, and tell me, he 
that knows, _ 

Why this same strict and most observant watch 
So nightly toils the subject of the land; 71 
And why such daily cast of brazen cannon. 

And foreign malt for implements of war; 

Why such impress of shipwrights, whose sore 

Does not divide the Sunday from the week; 7 « Speak to me: . 

What might be toward, that this sweaty haste If thou art privy to thy country s fate. 

Doth the night joint-labourer with the Which happily foreknowing may avoid, 
day: Qt ?P« ak ; 

Who is’t that can inform me? 

Hor. That can I; 

At least, the whisper goes so. Our last king, 80 
Whose image even but now appear d to us. 

Was, as you know, by Fortinbras of Norway, 

Thereto prick'd on by a most emulate pnde, 

Dar’d to the combat; in which our valiant 
Hamlet— 84 

For so this side of our known world esteem d 
him— 

Did slay this Fortinbras; who, by a seal d com- 

WeE ratified by law and heraldry. 

Did forfeit with his life all those his lands 8 S 
Which he stood seiz'd of, to the conqueror; 

Against the which, a moiety competent 
Was gaged by our king; which bad return d 


As it doth well appear unto our state— 

But to recover of us, by strong hand 
And terms compulsative, those foresaid lands 
So by his father lost. And this, I take it, 104 
Is the main motive of our preparations. 

The source of this our watch and the chief head 
Of this post-haste and romage in the land. 

Ber. I think it be no other but e’en so; 108 
Well may it sort that this portentous figure 
Comes armed through our watch, so like the 
king 

That was and is the question of these wars. 

Hor. A mote it is to trouble the mind’s eye. xra 
In the most high and palmy state of Rome, 

A little ere the mightiest Julius fell. 

The graves stood tenantless and the sheeted 
dead 

Did squeak and gibber in the Roman streets; 116 
As stars with trains of fire and dews of blood. 
Disasters in the sun; and the moist star 
Upon whose influence Neptune’s empire stands 
Was sick almost to doomsday with eclipse; iso 
And even the like precuise of fierce events. 

As harbingers preceding still the fates 
And prologue to the omen coming on. 

Have heaven and earth together demonstrated 
Unto our climatures and countrymen. xas 
But, soft! behold! lo! where it comes again. 

Re-enter Ghost. 

I'll cross it, though it blast me. Stay, illusion! 
If thou hast any sound, or use of voice, i »8 
Speak to me: 

If there be any good thing to be done, 

That may to thee do ease and grace to me, 

13s 


Or if thou hast uphoarded in thy life 136 
Extorted treasure in the womb of earth. 

For which, they say, you spirits oft walk in 
death. [Cock crows. 

Speak of it: stay, and speakl Stop it, Mar- 
ceilus. * 3 * 

Mar. Shall I strike at it with my partisan? 
Hor. Do, if it will not stand. 

Ber. ’Tis here! 

Hor. ’Tis betel [Exit Ghost. 

Mar. Tis gone! 

We do it wrong, being so majesticai. 

To offer it the show of violence: 

For it is, as the air, invninerab 
And our vain blows malicious 
Ber. It was about to speak 
crew. 


>44 

eery. 

n the cock 
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Hor. And then it started like a guilty thing 
Upon a fearful summons. I have heard, 149 
The cock, that is the trumpet to the morn. 
Doth with his lofty and shrill-sounding throat 
Awake the god of day; and at his waring, 152 
Whether in sea or fire, in earth or air, 

The extravagant and erring spirit hies 
To his confine: and of the truth herein 
This present object made probation. 156 
Mar. It faded on the crowing of the cock. 
Some say that ever ’gainst that season comes 
Wherein our Saviour’s birth is celebrated. 

The bird of dawning singeth all night long; 160 
And then, they say, no spirit can walk abroad; 
The nights are wholesome; then no planets 
strike, 

No fairy takes, nor witch hath power to charm. 
So hallow’d and so gTacious is the time. 164 
Hor. So have 1 heard and do in part believe it. 
But, look, the mom in russet mantle dad. 
Wanes o’er the dew of yon high eastern hill; 
Break we our watch up; and by my advice 168 
Let us impart what we have seen to-night 
Unto young Hamlet; for, upon my life. 

This spirit, dumb to us, will speak to him. 

Do you consent we shall acquaint him with it. 
As needful in our loves, fitting our duty? 173 
Mar. Let’s do’t, I pray; and I this morning 
know 

Where we shall find him most conveniently. 

{Exeunt. 


Scene n. —A Room of State in the Castle. 
Enter the kino, queen, hamlet, 

LAERTES, VOLTDiAND, CORNELIUS, 
Attendants. 

King. Though yet of Hamlet our dear bro¬ 
ther’s death 

The memory be green, and that it us befitted 
To bear our hearts in grief and our whole king¬ 
dom 

To be contracted in one brow of woe, 4 

Yet so far hath discretion fought with nature 
That we with wisest sorrow think on him. 
Together with remembrance of ourselves. 
Therefore, our sometime sister, now our queen. 
The impeiial jointress of this war-like state, » 
Have we, as ’twere with a defeated joy, 

With one auspicious and one dropping eye. 
With mirth in funeral and with (Urge in mar¬ 
riage, u 

In equal scale weighing delight and dole, 
Taken to wife: nor have we herein barr’d 
Your better wisdoms, which have freely gone 
With this affair along: for all, our thanks. 16 
Now follows, that you know, young Fortinbras, 
Holding a weak supposal of our worth. 

Or thinking by our late dear brother’s death 
Our state to be disjoint and out of frame, 20 
CoOeagued with the dream of his advantage. 
He ham not fail’d to pester us with message. 
Importing the surrender of those lands 
Lost by his father, with all bands of law, 24 
To our most valiant brother. So much for him. 
Now far ourself and for this time of 


polonius. 
Lords, and 


Thus much the business is: we have here writ 
To Norway, uncle of young Fortinbras, *3 
Who, impotent and bed-rid, scarcely hears 
Of this Ids nephew's purpose, to suppress 
His further gait herein; in that the levies, 

The lists ana full proportions, are all made 32 
Out of his subject; and we here dispatch 
You, good Cornelius, and you, Voltimand, 
For bearers of this greeting to old Norway, 
Giving to you no further personal power 38 
To business with the king more than the scope 
Of these delated articles allow. 

Farewell and let your haste commend your duty. 
Cor. 1 In that and all things will we show our 
Vol. I duty. 40 

Aug. We doubt it nothing: heartily fare- 


[Exeunt voltimand and CORNELIUS. 
And now, Laertes, what’s the news with you? 
You told us of some suit; what is’t, Laertes? 
You cannot speak of reason to the Dane, 44 
And lose your voice; what wouldst thou beg, 
Laertes, 

That shall not be my offer, not thy asking? 
The head is not more native to the heart. 

The hand more instrumental to the mouth, 48 
Than is the throne of Denmark to thy father. 
What wouldst thou have, Laertes? 

Laer. Dread my lord. 

Your leave and favour to return to France; 
From whence though willingly I came to Den¬ 
mark, 32 

To show my duty in your coronation. 

Yet now, I must confess, that duty done. 

My thoughts and wishes bend again toward 
France 

And bow them to your gracious leave and 
pardon. 5* 

King. Have you your father’s leave? What 
says Polonius? 

Pol. He hath, my lord, wrung from me my 
slow leave v 

By laboursome petition, and at last 
Upon his will I seal'd my hard consent: 60 
I do beseech you, give him leave to go. 

King. Take thy fair hour, Laertes; time be 
thine. 

And thy best graces spend it at thy win. 

But now, my cousin Hamlet, and my son,— 84 

Ham. [Aside.] A little more than kin, and 
lest than kind. 

King. How is it that the clouds still hang on 
you? 

Ham. Not so, my lord; I am too much f the 
sun. 

Queen. Good Hamlet, cast thy nlghted colour 
off, 68 

And let thine eye look like a friend on Denmark. 
Do not for ever with thy vailed lids 
Seek for thy noble father In the dust: 

Thou know'st ’ds common; all that live must 
die, 72 

Passing through nature to eternity. 

Ham. Ay, madam, it is common. 

Queen. If It be, 

Why seems it so particular with thee? 
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Tis not alone my inky cloak, good mother. 
Nor customary suits of solemn black. 

Nor windy suspiration of forc’d breath. 

No, nor the fruitful river in the eye, 80 
Nor the dejected haviour of the visage, 
Together with all forms, modes, shows of grief. 
That can denote me truly; these indeed seem. 
For they are actions that a man might play: 84 
But I have that within which passeth show; 
These but the trappings and the suits of woe. 
King. ’Tis sweet and commendable in your 
nature, Hamlet, 

To give these mourning duties n your father: 88 
But, you must know, your father lost a father: 
That father lost, lost his; and the survivor bound 
In filial obligation for some term 
To do obsequious sorrow; but to persever 93 
In obstinate condolement is a course 
Of impious stubbornness; ’tis unmanly grief: 
It shows a will most incorrect to heaven, 

A heart unfortified, a mind impatient, 98 
An understanding simple and unschool’d: 

For what we know must be and is as common 


Fie on’t! O fiet ’ds an unweeded garden. 

That grows to seed; things rank and gross in 
nature 136 

Possess it merely. That it should come to this! 
But two months dead: nay, not so much, not 
two: 

So excellent a king; that was, to this, 
Hyperion to a satyr; so loving to my mother 340 
That he might not be teem the winds of heaven 
Visit her face too roughly. Heaven and earth! 
Must I remember? why, she would hang on him, 
As if increase of appetite had grown 344 

By what it fed on; and yet, within a month. 
Let me not think on't: Frailty, thy name is 
woman I 

A little month; or ere those shoes were old 
With which she follow’d my poor father’s body. 
Like Niobe, all tears; why she, even she,—149 
O God! a beast, that wants discourse of reason. 
Would have mourn’d longer,—married with 
mine uncle. 

My father’s brother, but no more like my father 
Than I to Hercules: within a month, 133 
Ere yet the salt of most unrighteous tears 
Had left the flushing in her galled eyes, 

She married. Ol most wicked speed, to post 


As any the most vulgar thing to sense, ... 

Why should we in our peevish opposition too With such dexterity to incestuous sheets, rjr 
Take it to heart? Fie! ’ds a fault to heaven. It is not nor it cannot come to good; 

A fault against the dead, a fault to nature, ~ ' ' . ‘ 

To reason most absurd, whose common theme 
Is death of fathers, and who still hath cried, 104 
From the first corse till he that died to-day, 

‘This must be so'. We pray you, throw to earth 
This unprevailing woe. and think of us 
As of a father; for let the world take note, 108 
You are the most immediate to our throne; 

And with no less nobility of love 
Than that which dearest father bears his son 
Do I impart toward you. For your intent in 
In going back to school in Wittenberg, 

It is most retrograde to our desire; 

And we beseech you, bend you to remain 
Here, in the cheer and comfort of our eye, rr« 

Our chiefest courtier, cousin, and our son. 

Queen. Let not thy mother lose her prayers, 

Hamlet: 

I pray thee. 


oe, stay with us: go not to Wittenberg. Nor shall you 
Ham. I shall in all my best obey you, madam. To make it truster of your own report 
King. Why, ’tis a loving and a flair reply: * *’ 

Be as ourself in Denmark. Madam, come; 

This gentle and unforc’d accord of Hamlet 
Sits smiling to my heart; in grace whereof, 124 
No jocund health that Denmark drinks to-day, 

But the great cannon to the clouds shall tell. 

And the king’s rouse the heavens shall bruit 

ag ain, 

Re-speaking earthly thunder. Come away. ra 8 
[Exeunt all except hamlet. 

Ham. O! that this too too solid flesh would 
_ melt. 

Thaw and resolve itself into a dew: 

Or that the Everlasting had not fix'd 


But break, my heart, for I must hold my tongue 1 
Enter Horatio, Marcellos, and BERNARDO. 
Hor. Hail to your lordship! 

Ham. 1 am glad to see you well: 160 
Horatio, or I do forget myself. 

Hor. The same, my lord, and your poor ser¬ 
vant ever. 

Ham. Sir, my good friend; I’ll change that 
name with you. 

And what make you from Wittenberg, Horatio ? 

Marcell us? 16J 

Mar. My good lord,— 

Ham. I am very glad to see you. ITo Ber¬ 
nardo.] Good even, sir. 

But what, in faith, make you from Wittenberg? 
Hor. A truant disposition, good my lord. 169 
Ham. I would not hear your enemy say so, 
do mine ear that violence, 

_ister of your own report 17a 

Against yourself; I know you are no truant. 
But what is your affair in Elsinore? 

We’ll teach you to drink deep ere you depart. 
Hor . My lord, I came to see your father’s 
funeral. 176 

Ham. I pray thee, do not mock me, fellow- 
student; 

I think it was to see my mother's wedding. 
Hor. Indeed, my lord, it follow’d hard upon. 
Ham. Thrift, thrift, Horatio! the ftmeral 
bak’d meats 180 

Did coldly ftimish forth the marriage tables. 
Would I had met my dearest foe in heaven 
Ere I had ever seen that day, Horatio! 

r«4 


His canon ’gainst selfslaughtarl O God! O My father, me thinks I see my fkther. 

God I 132 Hor. Ol where, my lord? 

” Ham. In my mind's eye, Horatio. 

Hor. I taw him once; he wss a goodly king. 


vavwi 

How weary, stale, flat, and unprofitable 
Seem to me all the uses of this world. 
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Ham. He was a man, take him for all in all, 
I shall not look upon his like again. 188 
Hot. My lord, I think 1 saw him yesternight. 
Ham. Saw who? 

Hot. My lord, the king your father. 

Ham. The king, my father! 

Hot. Season your admiration for a while 19a 
With an attent ear, till 1 may deliver. 

Upon the witness of these gentlemen. 

This marvel to you. 

Ham. For God’s love, let me hear. 

Hot. Two nights together had these gentle¬ 
men, 19* 

Marcell us and Bernardo, on their watch. 

In the dead vast and middle of the night. 
Been thus encounter’d: a figure like your lather, 
Armed at points exactly, cap-a-pe. 200 

Appears before them, and with solemn march 
Goes slow and stately by them: thrice he walk'd 
By their oppress’d and fear-surprised eyes. 
Within his truncheon’s length; whilst they, dis¬ 
till'd 204 

Almost to jelly with the act of fear. 

Stand dumb and speak not to him. This to me 
In dreadful secrecy impart they did. 

And I with them the third night kept the watch; 
Where, as they had deliver’d, both in time, 209 
Form of the thing, each word made true and good 
The apparition comes. I knew your father; 
These hands are not more like. 

Ham. But where was this? 

Mar. My lord, upon the platform where we 
watch’d. 213 

Ham. Did you not speak to it? 

Hot. My lord, 1 did; 

But answer made it none: yet once methought 
It lifted up its head and did address 216 

Itself to motion, like as it would speak; 

But even then the morning cock crew loud. 
And at the sound it shrunk in haste away 
And vanish’d from our sight. 

Ham. ’Tis very strange. 220 

Hot. As I do live, my honour’d lord,’tis true; 
And we did think it writ down in our duty 
To let you know of it 
Ham. Indeed, indeed, sin, but this troubles 

md. 334 

Hold you the watch to-night? 

*£’} We do, my lord. 

Ham. Arm'd, say you? 

Arm’d, my lord. 

Ham. From top to toe? 

] My lord, from head to foot 

Ham. Then saw you not his face? 22s 

Hot. 0 . ;j I my lord; he wore his beaver up. 
Ham. What! look’d he ftowningly? 

Har. A cou ntenanc e more in sorrow than in 


*ja 


Ham. Pale or red? 

Bor. Nay, very pale. 

Ham. And fix’d his eyes upon you? 

Hot. Mott constantly. 

" I would I had bean then. 


Hot. It would have much amaz’d you. 
Ham. Very like, very like. Stay’d it long? 234 
Hot. While one with moderate haste m ight 
tell a hundred. 

j Longer, longer. 

Hot. Not when I saw it. 

Ham. His beard was grilled, no? 

Hot. It was, as I have seen it in his life, 240 
A sable silver'd. 

Ham. I will watch to-night; 

Perchance ’twill walk again. 

Hot. I warrant it wifi. 

Ham. If it assume my noble father’s person. 
I’ll speak to it, though hell itself should gape 244 
And bid me hold my peace. I pray you all. 

If you have hitherto conceal’d this sight. 

Let it be tenable in your silence still; 

And whatsoever else shall hap to-night, 24S 
Give it an understanding, but no tongue: 

I will requite your loves. So, fare you well. 
Upon the platform, ’twixt eleven and twelve, 
TU visit you. 

All. Our duty to your honour. 252 

Ham. Your loves, as mine to you. Farewell. 
[Exeunt HORATIO, marcellus, and 

BERNARDO. 

My father’s spirit in arms! all is not well; 

I doubt some foul play: would the night were 
come! 

Till then sitstfil, my soulrfoul deeds will rise, 236 
Though all the earth o’erwbclm to men’s 
eyes. [£xir. 

Scene HI.— A Room In polonius’ House. 

Enter LAERTES and OPHELIA. 

Laer. My necessaries are embark’d; farewell: 
And, sister, as the winds give benefit 
And convoy is assistant, ao not sleep, 

But let me hear from you. 

Oph. Do you doubt that? 4 

Laer. For Hamlet, and the trifling of his 
favour. 

Hold it a fashion and a toy in blood, 

A violet in the youth of primy nature. 
Forward, not permanent, tweet, not lasting, 8 
The perfume and suppliance of a minute; 

No more. 

Oph. No more but to? 

Laer. Think it no more: 

For nature, crescent, does not grow alone 
In thews and bulk; but, as this temple waxes, 12 
The inward service of the mind and soul 
Grows wide withaL Perhaps he loves you now. 
And now no soil nor cautel doth besmirch 
The virtue of his will: but you must fear, 16 
Hit neatness weigh’d, his will is not bis own. 
For he himself is subject to his birth; 

He may not, as unvalu’d persons do. 

Carve for himself, for on his choice depends ao 
The safety and the health of the whole state; 
And the re fore must his choice he dicoBiscxib’d 
Unto the voice and yielding of that body 
Whereof he lathe h ead. Thsnifhe says hs loves 
you, as 
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It fit* your wisdom so far to believe it 
As be Id bis particular act and place 
May give bis saying deed; which is no ftirther 
Than the main voice of Denmark goes withal, xs 
Then weigh what loss your honour may sustain, 
If with too credent ear you list his songs. 

Or lose your heart, or your chaste treasure open 
To his unmaster'd importunity. 32 

Fear it, Ophelia, fear it, my dear sister; 

And keep you in the rear of your affection. 
Out of the shot and danger of desire. 

The chariest maid is prodigal enough 36 
If she unmask her beauty to the moon; 

Virtue herself ’scapes not calumnious strokes; 
The canker galls the infants of the spring 
Too oft before their buttons be disclos’d, 40 
And in the mom and liquid dew of youth 
Contagious blasunents are most imminent. 

Be wary then; best safety lies in fear: 

Youth to itseit rebels, though none else near. 44 
Oph. I shall th’ effect of this good lesson keep. 
As watchman to my heart But, good my 
brother, 

Do not, as some ungracious pastors do. 

Show me the steep and thorny way to heaven, 
Whiles, like a puff’d and reckless libertine, 49 
Himself the primrose path of dalliance treads. 
And recks not his own rede. 

Laer. O! fear me not. 

I stay too long; but here my father comes, sa 


Enter polontus. 


A double blessing is * double grace; 

Occasion smiles upon a second leave. 

Pol. Yet here, Laertes 1 aboard, aboard, for 
shame! 

The wind sits in the shoulder of your sail, $6 
And you are stay’d for. There, my blessing with 

thee I 

And these few precepts in thy memory 
Look thou character. Give thy thoughts no 
tongue, 

Nor any unproportion’d thought his act <0 
Be thou familiar, but by no means vulgar; 
The friends thou hast, and their adoption tried. 
Grapple them to thy soul with hoops of steel; 
But do not dull thy palm with entertainment *4 
Of each oew-hatch'd, unfledg'd comrade. Bo- 


ware 

Of entrance to a quarrel, but. being In, 
Boar’t that th’ opposed may beware of thee. 
Give every man thine ear, but few thy voice; 61 
Take each man’s censure, but reaerve thy judg- 
meat. 

Caeffy thy habit ae thy purse can buy. 

But not express'd in fancy: rich, not gaudy; 
Bor the apparel oft proclaims the man, r- 
And they La France of the best rank and itatioi 
Are moat select and generous, chief in that 
Neither a borrower, nor a lender be; 

For loan oft loses both itself and friend, 71 
And borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry. 
•Inn above all: to thino own self be true. 
And it mta* ifefiaw, as the night the day, 
Sw eanat ant then be false to any tout. *< 
rcewstt; m bltasiag seaaon this in tbosl 


Laer. Most humbly do 1 take my leave, my 
lord. 

Pol. The time invites you; go, your servants 
tend. 

Laer. Farewell, Ophelia; and remember well 
What I have said to you. 

Oph. Tis in my memory lock'd. 

And you yourself shall keep the key of it. 86 
Laer. Farewell. {Exit. 

Pol. What is’t, Ophelia, he hath said to you ? 
Oph. So please you, something touching the 
Lord Hamlet. 

Pol. Manry, well bethought: 

’Tis told me, he hath very oft of late 
Given private time to you; and you yourself 9a 
Have of your audience been most free and 
bounteous. 

If it be so,—as so ’tis put on me. 

And that m way of caution,—I must tell you. 
You do not understand yourself so clearly 96 
As it behoves my daughter and your honour. 
What is between you? give me up the truth. 
Oph. He hath, my lord, of late made many 
tenders 

Of his affection to me. too 

Pci. Affection 1 pooh 1 you speak like a green 
gill. 

Unsifted in such perilous circumstance. 

Do you believe his tenders, as you call then? 
Oph. I do not know, my lord, what I should 
think. >04 

Pol. Marry, I'll teach you: think yourself a 
baby. 

That you have ta'en these tenders for true pay. 
Which are not sterling. Tender yourself mote 
dearly; 

Or,—not to crack the wind of the poor phrase. 
Running it thus,—you’ll tender me a fooL 109 
Oph. My lord, he hath importun’d me with 
love 

In honourable fashion. 

Pol. Ay, fashion you may call it: go to, go to. 
Oph. And hath given countenance to his 
speech, my lord, ttj 

With almost all the holy vows of heaven. 

Pol. Ay, springes to catch woodcocks. I do 
know, 

When the blood burns, how prod ig al the sonl 116 
Lends the tongue vows: these blazes, daughter. 
Giving more light than heat, extinct in both. 
Even In their promise, as it is a-making, 

You most not take for Are. From this tune uo 
Be somewhat scanter of your maiden presence; 
Set your entreatments at a Usher rate 
Than a command to parley. For Lord Hamlet, 
Believe so much in him, that he is young, >34 
And with a larger tether may he walk 
Than may be given you: in few, Ophelia, 

Do not believe his vows, for they ate broken. 
Not of that dye which their investments show. 
But mere implore tors of unholy suits, sag 

Breathing like sanctified and pious bawds. 
The better to beguile. This is for all: 

I would not, in plain terms, from this time forth. 
Have you so slander any moment's leisure, 133 
As to give words ox talk with th* Lord Hamlet, 


I 
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Look to’t, I charge you; come your ways. 

Oph. I shall obey, my lord. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV.— The Platform. 

Enter hamlet, horatio, and marcellus. 
Ham. The air bites shrewdly; it is very cold. 
Hor. It is a nipping and an eager air. 

Ham. What hour now? 

Hor. I think it lacks of twelve. 

Mar. No, it is struck. 4 

Hor. Indeed? I heard it not. then it draws 
near the season 

Wherein the spirit held his wont to walk. 

u flourish of trumpets, and ordnance 
shot off, within. 

What does this mean, my lord? 

Ham. The king doth wake to-night and takes 
his rouse, * 

Keeps wassail, and the swaggering up-spring 
reels; 

And, as he drains his draughts ofRhenlsh down. 
The kettle-drum and trumpet thus bray out 
The triumph of his pledge. 

Hor. Is it a custom? u 

Ham. Ay, many, is’t: 

But to my mind,—though I am native here 
And to the manner born,—it is a custom 
More honour’d in the breach than the obser¬ 
vance. x6 

This heavy-headed revel east and west 
Makes us traduc'd and tax’d of other nations; 
They clepe us drunkards, and with swinish 
bhrase 

Sou our addition; and indeed it takes so 
From our achievements, though perform’d at 
height. 

The pith and marrow of our attribute. 

So, oft it chances in particular men. 

That for some vicious mole of nature In them, J4 
As, in their birth,—wherein they are not guilty. 
Since nature cannot choose his origin,— 

By the o’ergrowth of some complexion. 

Cut breaking down the pales and forts of reason. 
Or by some habit that too much o'er-Jes vens 29 
The farm of plausive manners; that these men. 
Carrying, I say. the stamp of one defect, 

Being nature’s livery, or fortune’s star, 3a 
Their virtues else, be they as pure as grace. 

As infinite as m«n may undergo. 

Shall in the general censure take corr upti on 
From that particular fault; the dram of eale 36 
Doth all this noble substance of a doubt. 

To his own scandal. 

Enter aaon. 

Bar. Look, my lord, it comes. 

Ham. Angels and ministers of grace defend 
nsl 

Be thou a spirit of health or goblin damn'd, 40 
Bring with thee airs fiom heaven or blasts mm 
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Be thy intents wicked or charitable, 

Thou com’st in w d t i i f np g 


That I will speak to thee: I’ll call thee Hamlet, 
King, father; royal Dane, O! answer me: 4 S 
Let me not burst in ignorance; but tell 
Why thy canoniz’d bones, hearsed in death. 
Have bunt their cerements; why the sepulchre, 
Wherein we saw thee quietly inura’d, 49 
Hath op’d his ponderous and marble Jaws, 

To cast thee up again. What may this mean. 
That thou, dead corse, again in complete steel 32 
Revisit’st thus the glimpses of the moon, 
Making night hideous; and we fools of nature 
So horridly to shake our disposition 
With thoughts beyond the reaches of our 
souls? s< 

Say, why is this ? wherefore ? what should we do ? 

[The Ghost beckons hamlet. 
Hor. It beckons you to go away with it, 

As if it some impairment did desire 
To you alone. 

Mar. Look, with what courteous action 60 
It waves you to a more removed ground: 

But do not go with it. 

Hor. No, by no means. 

Ham. It will not speak; then, will I follow it. 
Hor. Do not, my lord. 

Ham. Why, what should be the fear? <4 
I do not set my life at a pin’s fee; 

And for my soul, what can it do to that. 
Being a thing immortal as itself? 

It waves me forth again; I’ll follow it. as 
Hor. What if it tempt you toward the flood, 
my lord. 

Or to the dreadful summit of the cliff 
That beetles o’er his base into the sea, 

And there assume some other horrible form, 72 
Which might deprive your sovereignty of reason 
And draw you into madness? think of it; 

The very place puts toys of desperation, 
Without more motive, into every brain 76 
That looks so many fathoms to the sea 
And hears it roar beneath. 

Ham. It waves me still. Go on. I’ll follow 
thee. 1 

Mar. You shall not go, my lord. 

Ham. Hold off your hands! Be 

Hor. Be rul'd; you shall not go. 

Ham. My fate cries out, 

And makes each petty artery in this body 
As hardy as the Nemean lion’s nerve. 

[Ghost beckons. 
Still am I call’d. Unhand me, gentlemen, *4 
[Breaking from them. 
By heaven! TO make a ghost of him that leu 
me: 

I say, away! Go oil HI follow thee. 

[Exeunt Ghost and hamlet. 
Hor. He waxes desperate with Imagination. 
Mar. Let’s follow; ’ds not fit thus to obey 
him. •< 

Hor. Have after. To what issue will this 
come? 

Mar. Something Is rotten in the state of 
Denmark. 

Hor. Heaven will direct it 

Mar. Nay, let’s fellow him, 

[Exeunt. 
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Scene V. — Another Part of the Platform. 

Enter Ghost and hamlet. 

Ham. Whither wilt thou lead me? speak; 
I'll go no further. 

Ghost. Mark me. 

Ham. I will. 

Ghost. My hour is almost come. 

When I to sulphurous and tormenting flames 
Must render up myself. 

Ham. Alas! poor ghost. 4 

Ghost. Pity me not, but lend thy serious 
hearing 

To what 1 shall unfold. 

Ham. Speak; I am bound to hear. 

Ghost. So art thou to revenge, when thou 
shait hear. 

Ham. What? 8 

Ghost. I am thy father’s spirit: 

Doom’d for a certain term to walk the night, 
And for the day confin’d to fast in fires. 

Till the foul crimes done in my days of nature 
Are burnt and purg'd away. But that l am 
forbid 13 

To tell the secrets of my prison-house, 

! could a tale unfold whose lightest word 
Would harrow up thy soul, freeze thy young 
blood, iS 

Make thy two eyes, like stars, start from their 
spheres, 

Thy knotted and combined locks to park 
And each particular hair to stand an end, 

Like quills upon the fretful porpentine: so 

But this eternal blazon must not be 
To ears of flesh and blood. List, list, O list 1 
If thou didst ever thy dear father love— 

Ham. O God! 24 

Ghost. Revenge his foul and most unnatural 
murder. 

Ham. Murder! 

C 'host. Murder most foul, as in the best It Is; 
But this most foul, strange, and unnatural. 28 
Ham. Haste me to know’t, that I, with 
wings as swift 

As meditation or the thoughts of love. 

May sweep to my revenge. 

Ghost. I find thee apt; 

And duller shouldst thou be than the fat weed 
That rots itself in ease on Lethe wharf, 33 
Wouldst thou not stir in this. Now, Hamlet, 
hear: 

’Tis given out that, sleeping in mine orchard, 
A serpent stung me; so the whole car of Den¬ 
mark 38 

is by a forged process of my death 
Rankly abus’d; but know, thou noble youth, 
The serpent that did sting thy father’s life 
Now wears his crown. 

Ham. O my prophetic soul! 40 

My unde! 

Ghost. Ay, that incestuous, that adulterate 
beast. 

With witchcraft of his wit, with traitrous gifts,— 
V wicked wit and gifts, that have the power 44 
ho to seduce!—won to his shameful Inst 
1 he will of my most seeming-virtuous quean. 


O Hamlet! what a falling-off was there; 

From me, whose love was of that dignity 4t 
That it went hand in hand even with the vow 
I made to her in marriage; and to decline 
Upon a wretch whose natural gifts were poor 
To those of mine! 32 

But virtue, as it never will be mov’d. 

Though lewdness court it in a shape of heaven. 
So lust, though to a radiant angel link’d. 

Will sate itself in a celestial bed, 5 * 

.And prey on garbage. 

But, soft! methinks I scent the morning air; 
Brief let me be. Sleeping within mine orchard. 
My custom always in the afternoon, so 
Upon my secure hour thy uncle stole. 

With juice of cursed hebona in a vial, 

And in the porches of mine ears did pour 
The leperous distilment; whose effect 64 

Holds such an enmity with blood of man 
That swift as quicksilver it courses through 
The natural gates and alleys of the body. 

And with a sudden vigour it doth posset 68 
And curd, like eager droppings into milk, 

The thin and wholesdme blood: so did it mine. 
And a most instant tetter bark’d about. 

Most lazar-like, with vile and loathsome crust. 
All my smooth body. 73 

Thus was I, sleeping, by a brother’s hand. 

Of life, of crown, of queen, at once dispatch'd; 
Cut off even in the blossoms of my sin, 76 
Unhousel’d, disappointed, unanel’d. 

No reckoning made, but sent to my account 
With all my imperfections on my head: 

O, horrible! O, horrible! most horrible! 80 
If thou hast nature in thee, bear it not; 

Let not the royal bed of Denmark be 
A couch for luxury and damned incest. 

But, howsoever thou pursu’st this act, 84 

Taint not thy mind, nor let thy soul contrive 
Against thy mother aught; leave her to heaven. 
And to those thorns that in her bosom lodge. 
To prick and sting her. Fare thee well at once I 
The glow-worm shows the matin to be near, 89 
And ’gins to pale his uneffectual fire; 

Adieu, adieu! Hamlet, remember me. [Exit. 

Ham. O all you host of heaven! O earth 1 
What else? 92 

And shall I couple hell? O fie! Hold, hold, 
my heart! 

And you, my sinews, grow not Instant old. 
But bear me stiffly up! Remember thee I 
Ay, thou poor ghost, while memory holds a seat 
In this distracted globe. Remember thee! 97 
Yea, from the tablo of my memory 
I’ll wipe away all trivial fond records. 

All saws of books, all forms, all pressures past. 
That youth and observation copied there; 101 
And thy commandment all alone shall live 
Within the book and volume of my brain. 
Unmix’d with baser matter: yes, by heaven! 104 
O most pernicious woman 1 
O villain, villain, smiling, damned villain! 

My tables,—meet it is I set It down, 

That one may smile, and smile, and be a villain; 
At least I’m sure it may be so in Denmark: S09 
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So, uncle, there you are. Now to my woid; 

It is, ‘Adieu, adieu! remembet me’. 

I have sworn't. 112 

Hor. [ Within.] My lord! my lord! 

Mar. [Within.] Lord Hamlet! 

Hor. \Within.\ Heaven secure him! 

Mar. [Within.] So be it! 

Hor. [Within.] Hillo, ho, ho, my lord! 

Ham. Hillo, ho, ho, boyI come, bird, come. 


Enter HORATIO and MARCELLUS. 

Mar. How is’t, my noble lord? 

Hor. What news, my lord? 117 

Ham. O! wonderful. 

Hor. Good my lord, tell it 

Ham. No; you will reveal it. 

Hor. Not I, my lord, by heaven! 

Mar. Nor I, my lord. 120 

Ham. How say you, then; would heart of 
man once think it? 

But you’ll be secret? 

Hor! I Ay ’ by heaven, my lord. 

Ham. There’s ne’er a villain dwelling in all 
Denmark, 

But he's an arrant knave. 124 

Hor. There needs no ghost, my lord, come 
from the grave. 

To tell us this. 

Ham. Why, right; you are i’ the right; 
And so, without more circumstance at all, 

1 hold it fit that we shake hands and part; 128 
You, as your business and desire shall point 
you,— 

For every man hath business and desire. 

Such as tt is,—and, for mine own poor part, 
Look you. I’ll go pray. 132 

Hor. These are but wild and whirling words, 
my lord. 

Ham. I am sorry they offend you, heartily; 
Yes, faith, heartily. 

Hor. There’s no offence, my lord. 

Ham. Yet, by Saint Patrick, but there is, 
Horatio, 136 

And much offence, too. Touching this vision 
here. 

It is an honest ghost, that let me tell you; 

For your desire to know what is between us, 
O’ermaster’t as you may. And now, good 
friends, 140 

As you are friends, scholars, and soldiers, 

Give me one poor request 
Hor. What is’t, my lord? we will. 

Ham. Never make known what you have 
seen to-night. 144 

Mar. } My tord > we wiu not - 
Ham. Nay, but swear't. 

Hor. In faith. 

My lord, not L 

Mur. Hat I, my lord, in faith. 

Ham. Upon my sword 
Mar. We have sworn, my lord, already. 
Ham Indeed, upon ray sword, indeed. 14S 
Ghat:. 1 Beneath .1 Swear. 


[act n 

Ham. Ah, ha, boy! sayst thou so? art thou 
there, true-penny? 

Come on,—you hear this fellow in the cellar¬ 
age,— 

Consent, to swear. 

Hor. Propose the oath, my lord. 152 

Ham. Never to speak of this that you have 
seen. 

Swear by my sword. 

Ghost. [Beneath.] Swear. 

Ham. Hie et ubique ? then we’ll shift our 
ground. t$6 

Come hither, gentlemen. 

And lay your hands again upon my sword; 
Never to speak of this that you have heard, 
Swear by my swoid. 160 

Ghost. [Beneath.] Swear. 

Ham. Well said, old mole! canst work i’ the 
earth so fast? 

A worthy pioner! once more remove, good 
friends. 

Hor. O day and night, but this is wondrous 
strange! 164 

Ham. And therefore as a stranger give it 
welcome. 

There are more things in heaven and earth, 
Horatio, 

Than are dreamt of in jour philosophy. 

But come; >68 

Here, as before, never, so help you mercy. 
How strange or odd soe’er 1 bear myself, 

As I perchance hereafter shall think meet 
To put an antic disposition on, >72 

That you, at such times seeing me, never shall. 
With arms encumber’d thus, or this head-shake, 
Or by pronouncing of some doubtful phrase, 
As, ‘ Welt, well, we know ’, or, ‘ We could, an if 
we would'; 176 

Or, ‘ If we list to speak *, or, ’ There be, an if they 
might’; 

Or such ambiguous giving out, to note 
That you know aught of .me: this not to do, 
So grace and mercy at your most need help you. 
Swear. 180 

Ghost. [ Beneath .J Swear. [They swear. 
Ham. Rest, rest, perturbed spirit! So, gentle¬ 
men, 

With all my love I do commend me to you: 
And what so poor a man as Hamlet is 184 

May do, to express his love and friending to you, 
God willing, shall not lack. Let us go in to¬ 
gether; 

And still your fingers on your lips, I pray. 

The time is out of Joint; O cursed spite, >8* 
That ever 1 was bom to set it right! 

Nay, crane, let’s go together. [Exeunt. 

ACT n 

Scene I. — A Boom in polonitis' House. 
Enter polonihi and Reynaldo. 

Pol Give him this money and these notes, 
Reynaldo. 

Bey. I will, my lord. 

Pot. You shall do marvellous wisely, good 
Reynaldo, 
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Before you visit him, to make inquiry 4 I saw him yesterday, or t’ other day, *6 
Of his behaviour. Or then, or then; with such, or such; and, as 

Rey. My lord, I did intend it. you say, 

Pol. Marry, well said, very well said. Look There was a’ gaming; there o’ertook in arouse; 
you, sir. There falling out at tennis’; or perchance, 

inquire me first what Danskers are in Paris; ‘I saw him enter such a house of sale’, 60 
And how, and who, what means, andwherethey Videlicet, a brothel, or so forth. 


keep, 

What company, at what expense; and finding 
By this encompassment and drift of question 
That they do know my son, come you more 
nearer 

Than your particular demands will touch it: 12 


See you now: 

Your bait of falsehood takes this carp of truth; 
And thus do we of wisdom and of reach, 64 
With windlasses, and with assays of bias. 

By indirections find directions out: 

So by my former lecture and advice 


Take you, as’twere, some distant knowledge of Shall you my son. You have me, have you not? 


him; 

As thus, ‘I know his father, and his friends, 
And, in part, him ’; do you mark this, Reynaldo 5 
Rey. Ay, very well, my lord. 16 

Pol. ‘And, in part, him; but’, you may say, 
‘not well: 

But if’t be he t mean, he’s very wild, 
Addicted so and so’; and there put on him 
What forgeries you please; marry, none so rank 
As may dishonour him; take heed of that; 21 
But, sir, such wanton, wild, and usual slips 
As are companions noted and most known 
To yornh and liberty. 

Rey. As gaming, my lord? *4 

Pol. Ay,ordrinking,fencing,swearmg,quar- 
relling, 

Drabbing; you may go so far. 

Rey. My lord, that would dishonour him. 
Pol. Faith, no; as you may season it in the 
charge. 2s 

You must not put another scandal on him. 
That he is open to incontincncy; 

That’s not my meaning; but breathe his faults 
so quaintly 

That they may seem the taints of liberty, 32 
The flash and outbreak of a fiery mind, 

A savageness in unreclaimed blood. 

Of general assault. 

Rey. But, my good lord,— 

Pol. Wherefore should you do this? 

Rey. Ay, ray lord, 3* 

I would know that. 

Pol. Many, sir, here’s my drift; 

And, I believe, it is a fetch of warrant: 

You laying these slight sullies on my son. 


Rey. My lord, I have. 

Pol. God be wi’ you; fare you well. 69 
Rey. Good my lordl 
Pol. Observe his inclination in yourself. 
Rey. I shall, my lord. 7 * 

Pol. And let him ply his music. 

Rey. Well, my lord. 

Pol. Farewell! [.Exit reynaldo. 

Enter OPHELIA. 

How now, Ophelia! what’s the matter? 
Oph. Alas! my lord, I have been so affright* '.. 
Pol. With what, in the name of God? 76 
Oph. My lord, as I was sewing in my closet, 
Lord Hamlet, with his doublet all unbrac'd; 
No hat upon his head; his stockings foul’d, 
Ungarter’d, and down-gyved to his ancle; 80 
Pale as his shirt; his knees knocking each other; 
And with a look so piteous in purport 
As if he had been loosed out of hell 
To speak of horrors, he comes before me. 84 
Pol. Mad for thy love? 

Oph. My lord, I do not know; 

But truly I do fear it. 

Pol. What said he? 

Oph. He took me by the wrist and held me 
hard, 

Then goes he to the length of all his arm, 8t 
And, with his other hand thus o'er his brow. 
He falls to such perusal of my face 
As he would draw it. Long stay’d he so; 

At last, a little shaking of mine arm, 9a 
And thrice his head thus waving up and down. 
He rais’d a sigh so piteous and profound 
That it did seem to shatter all his bulk 


As ’twere a thing a little soil’d i’ die working, 40 And end his being. That done, he lets me go, 9 < 
Mark you, And, with his head over his shoulder turn'd. 

Your party in converse, him you would sound, He seem’d to find his way without his eyes; 
Having ever seen in the prenominate crimes For out o’ doors he went without their help. 
The youth you breathe of guilty, be assur’d, 44 And to the last bended their light on me. 100 
He doses with you in this consequence; Pol. Come, go with me; 1 will go seek the 

‘Good sir’, or so; or ‘friend’, or * gentleman’. 

According to the phrase or the addition 
Of man and country. 

Rey. Very good, mv lord. 48 

Pol. And then , sir, does be this,—he does,— 
what was I about to say? By the mass I was 
about to say something: where did I leave? 

Rey. At 'closes in the consequence.’ $s 
At‘friend or so’, and 'gentleman'. 

Pol. At ‘ closes in the consequence ’, av,marry; 


king. 

This is the very ecstasy of love. 

Whose violent property fordoes itself 
And leads the will 10 desperate undertakings 
As oft as any passion under heaven 103 

That does afflict our natures. I am sorry. 
What! have you given him any hard words of 
late? 

Oph. No, my good lord; but, as you did com¬ 
mand, rog 
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He doies with you thus; ‘X know the genufinma; I repei bia letters ana denied 
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His access to me. 

Pol. That hath made him mad. 

I am sorry that with better heed and judgment 
I had not quoted him; I fear’d he did but trifle. 
And meant to wrack thee; but, beshrew my 
jealousy! 113 

By heaven, it is as proper to our age 
To cast beyond ourselves in our opinions 
As it is common for the younger sort its 
To lack discretion. Come, go we to the king: 
This must be known; which, being kept close, 
might move 

More grief to hide than hate to utter love. 
Come. [Exeunt. 

Scene H.— A Room in the Castle. 

Enter KING, QUEEN, ROSENCRANTZ, GUILDEN- 
STERN, and Attendants. 

King. Welcome, dear Rosencrantz and Guil- 
denstem! 

Moreover that we much did long to see you. 
The need we have to use you did provoke 
Our hasty sending. Something have you heard 
Of Hamlet’s transformation; so I call it, s 
Since nor the exterior nor the inward man 
Resembles that it was. What it should be 
More than his father’s death, that thus hath put 
him S 

So much from the understanding of himself, 

I cannot dream of: 1 entreat you both, 

Ami’ since so neighlioui’d to^fds youth anti 
humour, 12 

That you vouchsafe your rest here in our court 
Some little time; so by your companies 
To draw him on to pleasures, and to gather. 
So much as from occasion you may glean, 16 
Whe’r aught to us unknown afflicts him thus, 
That, open'd, lies within our remedy. 

Quetn. Good gentlemen, he hath much talk’d 
of you; 

And sure I am two men there are not living 20 
To whom he more adheres. If it will please you 
To show us so much gentry and good will 
As to expend your time with us awhile, 

For the supply and profit of our hope, 24 
Your visitation shall receive such thanks 
As fits a king’s remembrance. 

Ros. Both your majesties 

blight, by the sovereign power you have of us, 
Put your dread pleasures more into command 
Than to entreaty. 

Guil. But we both obey, 29 

And here give up ourselves, in the full bent. 
To lay our service freely at your feet. 

To be commanded. 31 

King. Thanks, Rosencrantz and gentle Gufl- 
denstera. 

Queen. Thanks, Guildenstem and gentle 
Rosencrantz; 

And I beseech you instantly to visit 
My too much changed son. Go, some of yon, 38 
And bring these gentlemen where Hamlet is. 
Guil Heavens make our presence, and our 
practices 
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Pleasant and helpfbl to him! 

Queen. Ay, ament 

[Exeunt ROSENCRANTZ, guildenstern, and 
some Attendants. 

Enter POLONIUS. 

Pol. The ambassadors from Norway, my 
good lord, 40 

Are joyfully return’d. 

King. Thou still hast been the father of good 
news. 

Pol. Have I, my lord? Assure you, my good 
liege, 

I hold my duty, as I hold my soul, 44 

Both to my God and to my gracious king; 
And I do think—or else this brain of mine 
Hunts not the trail of policy so sure 
As it hath us’d to do—that 1 have found 48 
The very cause of Hamlet's lunacy. 

King. O 1 speak of that; that do 1 long to hear. 
Pol. Give first admittance to the ambassa¬ 
dors; 

My news shall be the fruit to that great feast, ji 
King. Thyself do grace to them, and bring 
them in. I Exit polonius. 

He tells me, my sweet queen, that he hath found 
The head and source of all your son’s distemper. 

Queen. I doubt it is no other but the main; 
His father’s death, and our o’erhasty marriage. 
King. Well, we shall sift him. 

Re-enter polonius, with volumand and 

CORNELIUS. 

Welcome, my good friends! 
Say, Voltimand, what from our brother Nor¬ 
way? 

Volt. Most fair return of greetings, and de¬ 
sires. so 

Upon our first, he sent out to suppress 
His nephew’s levies, which to him appear’d 
To be a preparation ’gainst the Polack; 

But, better look’d into, he truly found 6 « 
It was against your highness: whereat griev’d. 
That so his sickness, age, and impotence 
Was falsely borne in hand, sends out arrests 
On Fortinbras; which he, in brief, obeys, 6 * 
Receives rebuke from Norway, and, in fine, 
Makes vow before his uncle never more 
To give the assay of arms against your majesty. 
Whereon old Norway, overcome with joy. 72 
Gives him three thousand crowns in annual fee. 
And his commission to employ those soldiers, 
So levied as before, against the Polack; 

With an entreaty, herein further shown, 7 * 
[Giving a paper. 

That it might please you to give quiet pass 
Through your dominions for this enterprise. 
On such regards of safety and allowance 
As therein are set down. 

King. It likes us well; *° 

And at out more consider’d time we’ll read. 
Answer, and think upon this business: 
Meantime we thank yon for your weQ-took 
labour. 

Oo to your rsat; at night ire’ll (Seat together: 
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Most welcome home. 

[Exeunt voltimand and Cornelius. 
Pol. This business is well ended. 8 s 

My liege, and madam, to expostulate 
What majesty should be, what duty is, 

Why day is day, night night, and time is time, 
Were nothing but to waste night, day, and time. 
Therefore, since brevity is the soul of wit, 

And tcdiousuess the limbs and outward 
flourishes, 

I will be brief. Your noble son is mad: pa 

Mad call I it; for, to define true madness. 
What is’t but to be nothing else but mad? 

But let that go. 

Queen. More matter, with less art 
Pol. Madam, I swear I use no art at all. 96 
That he is mad, ’tis true; ’tis true ’tis pity; 
And pity ’tis 'tis true: a foolish figure; 

But farewell it, for 1 will use no art. 

Mad let us grant him, then; and now remains 
That we find out the cause of this effect, 101 
Or rather say, the cause of this defect. 

For this effect defective comes by cause; 

Thus it remains, and the remainder thus. 
Perpend. 10s 

1 have a daughter, have while she is mine; 
Who, in her duty and obedience, mark, 

Hath given me this: now, gathei, and surmise. 
To the celestial, and my soul’s idol, the most 
beautified Ophelia .— i °9 

That’s an ill phrase, a vile phrase; ‘beautified’ 
is a vile phrase; but you shall hear. Thus: 

In her excellent white bosom, these, &c .— it* 
Queen. Camo this from Hamlet to her? 


■ Lord Hamlet is a prince, out of thy star; 

This must not be': and then I precepts gave her, 
That she should lock herself from his resort. 
Admit no messengers, receive no tokens. 144 
Which done, she took the fruits of my advice; 
And he, repulsed,—a short tale to make,— 
Fell into a sadness, then into a fast. 

Thence to a watch, thence into a weakness, 148 
Thence to a lightness; and by this declension 
Into the madness wherein now he raves. 

And all we wail for. 

King. Do you think ’ds this? 

Queen. It may be, very likely. is* 

Pol. Hath there been such a time,—I’d fain 
know that,— 

That I have positively said, “Tis so’. 

When it prov’d otherwise? 

King. Not that I know. 

Pol. Take this from this, if this be otherwise: 

[Pointing to his head and shoulder. 
If circumstances lead me, I will find 
Where truth is hid, though it were hid indeed 
Within the centre. 

King. How may we try it flirther? 

Pol. You know sometimes he walks four 
hours together 160 

Here in the lobby. 

Queen. So he does indeed. 

Pol. At such a time I’ll loose my daughter 
to him; 

Be you and I behind an arras then; 

Mark the encounter; if he love her not, 1S4 
And be not from his reason fallen thereon. 
Let me be no assistant for a state. 


Pol. Good madam, stay awhile; I will be But keep a farm, and carters. 


faithful. 

Doubt thou the stars are fire ; 

Doubt that the sun doth more; ne 
Doubt truth to be a liar; 

But never doubt l love. 

O dear Ophelia 11 am ill at these numbers: I 
have not art to reckon my groans; but that Hove 
thee best.O most best! believe it. Adieu. 

Thine evermore, most dear lady, whilst 
this machine is to him, 

Hamlet. 

This in obedience hath my daughter shown me; 
And more above, hath his soliciting*. 

As they fell out by time, by means, and place. 
All given to mine ear. 

King. But how hath she t *8 

Receiv’d his love? 

Pol. What do you think of me? 

King. As of a man faithful and honourable. 
Pol. I would fain prove so. But what might 
you think, . . 131 

When I had seen this hot love on the wing,— 
As I perceiv’d it, I must tell you that, 

Before my daughter told me,—what might you. 
Or my dear majesty, your queen here, think, 

Or 

Or look'd upon __ .—-. . 

What might you think? No, I went round to 
work. 


King.' We will try it 

Queen. But look, where sadly the poor wretch 
comes reading. . . 168 

Pol. Away! I do beseech you, both away. 
I’ll board him presently. 

[Exeunt kino, queen, and Attendants. 

Enter HAMLET, reading. 

O! give me leave. 
How does my good Lord Hamlet? 

Ham. Well, God a-meicy. 17* 

Pol. Do you know me, my lord? 

Ham. Excellent well; you are a fishmonger. 
Pol. Not I, my lord. 

Ham. Then I would you were so honest a 
ma n. 177 

Pol. Honest, my lord! 

Ham. Ay, sir; to be honest, as this world 
goes, is to be one man picked out of ten thou¬ 
sand. 181 

Pol. That’s very true, my lord. 

Ham. For if the sun breed maggots in a dead 
dog, being a good kissing carrion,—Have you a 
daughter? 18s 

Pol. I have, my lord. 

Ham. Let her not walk i’the sun; conception 
is a blessing; but not as your daughter may con¬ 
ceive. Friend, look to’t. 1S9 

Pol. [Aside.] How Say you by that? Still 
harping on my daughter: yet he knew me not 


And my young mistress thus I did bespeak: 140 at first; he said I was a fishmonger: he is far 
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gone, far gone: and truly in my youth I suffered 
much extremity for love; very near this. I’ll 
speak to him again. What do you read, my lord ? 
Ham. Words, words, words. «»6 

Pol. What is the matter, my lord? 

Ham. Between who? 

Pol. 1 mean the matter that you lead, my 
lord. 200 

Ham. Slanders, sir: for the satirical rogue 
says here that old men have grey beards, that 
their faces are wrinkled, their eyes purging thick 
amber and plum-tree gum, and that they have a 
plentiful lack of wit, together with most weak 
hams: all which, sir, though I most powerfully 
and potently believe, yet I hold it not honesty to 
have it thus set down; for you yourself, sir, 
should be old as I am, if, like a crab, you could 
go backward. *1° 

Pol. [Aside.] Though this be madness, yet 
there is method in’t. Will you walk out of the 
air, my lord? 

Ham. Into my grave? a >4 

Pol. Indeed, that is out o’ the air. [ Aside .1 
How pregnant sometimes his replies are! a 
happiness that often madness hits on, which 
reason and sanity could not so prosperously be 
delivered of. I will leave him, and suddenly 
contrive the means of meeting between him and 
my daughter. My honourable lord, I will most 
humbly take my leave of you. 222 

Ham. You cannot, sir, take from me any 
thing that I will more willingly part withal; 
except my life, except my life, except my life. 
Pol. Fare you well, my lord. [Going. 
Ham. These tedious old fools! 

Enter rosencrantz and GU1LDENSTERN. 
Pol. You go to seek the Lord Hamlet; there 
he is. 22B 

Ros. [To polontus.] God save you, sir) 

[Exit POLONIUS. 

Gail. Mine honoured lord I 
Ros. My most dear lord! 

Ham. My excellent good fHendst How dost 
thou, Guildenstern? Ah, Rosencrantz! Good 
lads, how do ye both? 134 

Ros. As the indifferent children of the earth. 
GuiL Happy in that we ate not over happy; 
On Fortune’s cap we are not the very button. 
Ham. Nor the soles of her shoe? *38 
Ros. Neither, my lord. 

Ham. Then you live about her waist, or in 
the middle of her favours? 241 

GuiL Faith, her privates we. 

Ham. In the secret parts of Fortune? Ot 
most true; she is a strumpet. What news? >44 
Ros. None, my lord, but that the world’s 
grown honest. 

Ham. Then is doomsday near; but your newt 
is not true. Let me question more in particular: 
what haveyou, my good friends, deserved at the 
hands of Fortune, that she sends you to prison 
hither? 

GuiL Prison, my lord! ass 

Ham. Denmark’s a prison. 

Ros. Then is the world one. 


Ham. A goodly one; in which there are 
many coniines, wards, and dungeons, Denmark 
being one o’ the worst. 257 

Ros. We think not so, my lord. 

Ham. Why, then,’tis none to you: for there is 
nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes 
it so: to me it is a prison. 261 

Ros. Why, then your ambition makes it one; 
’tis too narrow for your mind. 

Ham. O God! I could be bounded in a nut¬ 
shell, and count myself a king of infinite space, 
were it not that I have bad dreams. 

GuiL Which dreams, indeed, are ambition, 
for the very substance of the ambitious is merely 
the shadow of a dream. 269 

Ham. A dream itself is but a shadow. 

Ros. Truly, and I hold ambition of so airy 
and light a quality that it is but a shadow’s 
shadow. 273 

Ham. Then are our beggars bodies, and our 
monarchs and outstretched heroes tire beggars’ 
shadows. Shall we to the court 2 for, by my fay, 
I cannot reason. 277 

Gui/ } wa * ( upon you. 

Ham. No such matter; I will not sort you 
with the rest of my servants, for, to speak to you 
like an honest man, I am most dreadfully at¬ 
tended. But, in the beaten way of friendship, 
what make you at Elsinore ? 

Ros. To visit you, my lord; no other occa¬ 
sion. 283 

Ham. Beggar that I am, I am even poor in 
thanks; but I thank you: and sure, dear friends, 
my thanks axe too dear a halfpenny. Were you 
not sent for? Is it your own inclining? Is it 
a free visitation ? Come, come, deal justly with 
me: come, come; nay, speak. 

GuiL What should we say, my lord? 292 

Ham. Why anything, but to the purpose. 
You were sent for; and there is a kind or con¬ 
fession in your looks whi<$ your modesties have 
not craft enough to colour: I know the good 
king and queen have sent for you. 297 

Ros. To what end, my lord? 

Ham. That you must teach me. But let me 
conjure you, by the rights of our fellowship, 
by the consonancy of our youth, by the obli¬ 
gation of our ever-preserved love, and by what 
more dear a better proposer could charge you 
withal, be even and direct with me, whether 
you were sent for or nol 30s 

Ros. [Aside to owldenstern.] What say 
you? 

Ham. [Aside.] Nay. then, I have an eye of 
you. If you love me, hold not off. 309 

Guff. My lord, we were sent for. 

Ham. I will tell you why; so shall my antici¬ 
pation prevent your discovery, and your secrecy 
to the king and queen moult no feather. I have 
of late,—but wherefore I know not,—lost all my 
mirth, forgone all custom of exercises; and 
indeed it goes so heavily with my disposition 
that this goodly frame, the earth, seems to me a 
sterile promontory : this most excellent canopy, 
tha air, look you, this brave o’erhanging Anna- 
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ment, this majestlcal roof fretted with golden 
tire, why, it appears no other thing to me but 
a foul and pestilent congregation of vapours. 
What a piece of work is a man! How noble in 
reason! how infinite in faculty! in form, in 
moving, how express and admirable! in action 
how like an angel! in apprehension how like a 
god! the beauty of the world 1 the paragon of 
animals! And yet, to me, what is this quintes¬ 
sence of dust? man delights not me; no, nor 
woman neither, though, by your smiling, you 
seem to say so. 33 i 

Ros. My lord, there was no such stuff in my 
thoughts. 

Ham. Why did you laugh then, when I said, 
'man delights not me'? 335 

Ros. To think, my lord, if you delight not 
in man, what lenten entertainment the players 
shall receive from you: we coted them on the 
way; and hither are they coming, to offer you 
service. 340 

Ham. He that plays the king shall be wel¬ 

come; his majesty shall have tribute of me; the 
adventurous knight shall use his foil and target; 
the lover shall not sigh gratis; the humorous 
man shall end his part in peace; the clown shall 
make those laugh whose lungs are tickle o' the 
sere; and the lady shall say her mind freely, 
or the blank verse shall halt for’t. What players 
are they? 349 

Ros. Even those you were wont to take delight 
in, the tragedians of the city. 

Ham. How chances it they travel ? thdr 
residence, both in reputation and profit, was 
better both ways. . 344 

Ros. I think their inhibition comes by the 
means of the late innovation. 

ham. Do they hold the same estimation they 
did when I was in the city ? Are they so followed ? 
Ros. No, indeed they are not. 359 

Ham. How comes it? Do they grow rusty? 
Ros. Nay, their endeavour keeps in the wonted 
pace: but there is, sir, an aery of children, little 
eyases, that cry out on the top of question, anc. 
are most tyrannically clapped for’t: these are 
now the fashion, and so berattie the common 
stages,—so they call them,—that many wearing 
rapiers are afraid of goose-quills, anddarescarce 
come thither. . 3«8 

Ham. What! are they children? who main¬ 
tains ’em? how are they escoted? Will they 
pursue the quality no longer than they can 
sing ? will they not say afterwards, if they should 
grow themselves to common players,—as it is 
most like, if their means are no better,—their 
writers do them wrong, to make them exclaim 
against their own succession? 3?s 

Ros. Faith, there has been much to-do on 
both sides: and the nation holds it no sin to 
tarre them to controversy: there was, for a while, 
no money bid for argument, unless the poet and 
the player went to cuffs in the question. 3 »r 
Ham. Is it possible? . . . , 

Guil. 01 there has been much throwing about 
of brains. 3 s * 

Ham. Do the boys carry it away> 
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Ros. Ay, that they do, my lord; Hercules and 
his load too. 3S7 

Ham. It is not very strange; for my uncle is 
King of Denmark, and those that would make 
mows at him while my father lived, give twenty, 
forty, fifty, a hundred ducats a-piece for his 
picture in little. ’Sblood, there is something in 
this more than natural, if philosophy could find 
it out. {Rlourish of trumpets within. 

Guil. There are the players. 395 

Ham. Gentlemen, you are welcome to Elsi¬ 
nore. Your hands, come then; the appurtenance 
of welcome is fashion and ceremony; let me 
comply with you in this garb, lest my extent to 
the players—which, I tell you, must show fairly 
outward—should more appear like entertain¬ 
ment than yours. You are welcome; but my 
unde-lather and aunt-mother are deceived. 
Guil. In what, my dear lord? 404 

Ham. I am but mad north-north-west: when 
the wind is southerly I know a hawk from a 
handsaw. 

Enter POLON1US. 

Pol. Well be with you, gentlemen! 408 
Ham. Hark you, Guildenstem; and you too; 
at each ear a hearer: that great baby you see 
there is not yet out of his swaddling-clouts. 411 
Ros. Happily he’s the second time come to 
them; for they say an old man is twice a child. 

Ham. I will prophesy he comes to tell me 
of the players; mark it. You say right, sir; o’ 
Monday morning; ’twas so indeed. 41* 

Pol. My lord, 1 have news to tell you. 

Ham. My lord, I have news to tell you. When 
Roscius was an actor in Rome,— 

Pol. The actors are come hither, my lord. 
Ham. Buzz, buzz! 4 it 

Pol. Upon my honour,— 

Ham. Then came each actor on Ills ass,— 
Pol. The best actors in the world, either for 
tragedv, comedy, history, pastoral, pastoral- 
comical, historical-pastoral, tragical-historical, 
tragical-comical-historical-pastoral, scene indi- 
vldable, or poem unlimited: Seneca cannot be 
too heavy, nor Plautus too light. For the law 
of writ and the liberty, these are the only men. 

Ham. O Jephthah, judge of Israel, what a 
treasure hadst thou! 43 * 

Pol. What a treasure had he, my lord? 
Ham. Why 

One pair daughter and no more. 

The which he loved passing well. 43* 

Pol. [Aside.] Still on my daughter. 

Ham. Am I not i’ the right, old Jephthah? 
Pol. If you call me Jephthah, my lord, I have 
a daughter that I love passing well. 440 

Ham. Nay, that follows not. 

Pol. What follows, then, my lord? 

Ham. Why, 

As by lot, God wot. 444 

And then, you know, 

It came to pass, as most Uke it was. — 

The first row of the pious chanson will show you 
more; for look where my abridgment comes. 
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Enter four or five Players. 

You are welcome, masters; welcome, all. I am 
ad to see thee well: welcome, good friends. 
, my old friend! Thy face is valanced since 1 
saw thee last: contest thou to beard me in 
Denmark? What 1 my young lady and mistress! 
By’r lady, your ladyship is nearer heaven than 
when I saw you last, by the altitude of a chopine. 
Pray God, your voice, like a piece of uncurrent 
gold, be not cracked within the ring. Masters, 
you are all welcome. We’ll e’en to’t like French 
falconers, fly at anything we see: we’ll have a 
speech straight. Come, give us a taste of your 
quality; come, a passionate speech. 4&> 

First Play. What speech, my good lord ? 
Ham. I heard thee speak me a speech once, 
but it was never acted; or, if it was, not above 
once; for the play, I remember, pleased not the 
million; ’twas caviare to the general: but it was— 
as I received it, and others, whose judgments in 
such matters cried in the top of mine—an ex¬ 
cellent play, well digested in the scenes, set down 
with as much modesty as cunning. I remember 
one said there were no sallets in the lines to 
make the matter savoury, nor no matter in the 
phrase that might indict the author of affecta¬ 
tion; but called it an honest method, as whole¬ 
some as sweet, and by very much more handsome 
than fine. One speech in it I chiefly loved; ’twas 
iCneas’ tale to Dido; and thereabout of it espe¬ 
cially, where he speaks of Priam's slaughter. 
If it live in your memory, begin at this line: 
let me see, let me see:— 4*o 

The rugged Pyrrhus , like the Hyrcanian beast ,— 
’tis not so, it begins with Pyrrhus:— 

The rugged Pyrrhus, he, whose sable arm. 
Black as his purpose, did the night resemble 
When he lay couched in the ominous horse, 48 s 
Hath now this dread and black complexion 
smear’d 

With heraldry more dismal; head to foot 
Now is he total gules; horridly trick’d 488 
With blood of fathers, mothers, daughters, sons. 
Bak'd and impasted with the parching streets. 
That lend a tyrannous and damned light 
To their vile murders: roasted in wrath and fire. 
And thus o'er-sized with coagulate gore. 

With eyes like carbuncles, the hellish Pyrrhus 
Old grandsire Priam seeks. 

So proceed you. 496 

Pol. ’Fore God, my lord, well spoken; with 
good accent and good discretion. 

First Play. Anon, he finds him 

Striking too short at Greeks; his antique sword. 
Rebellious to his arm, lies where it falls, 300 
Repugnant to command. Unequal match’d, 
Pyrrhus at Priam drives; in rage strikes wide; 
But with the whiff and wind of his fell sword 
The unnerved father falls. Then senseless Ilium, 
Seeming to feel this blow, with flaming top 
Stoops to Ids base, and with a hideous crash 
Takes prisoner Pyrrhus’ ear: for lot his sword. 
Which was declining on the milky head 308 
Of reverend Priam, seem’d i’ the air to stick: 
So, as a painted tyrant, Pyrrhus stood. 


And like a neutral to his will and matter. 

Did nothing. 31a 

But, as we often see, against some storm, 

A silence in the heavens, the rack stand still. 
The bold winds speechless and the orb below 
As hush as death, anon the dreadful thunder 516 
Doth rend the region; so, after Pyrrhus' pause. 
Aroused vengeance sets him new a-work: 

And never did the Cyclops’ hammers fall 
Oh Mars’s armour, forg'd for proof eterne, 520 
With less remorse than Pyrrhus' bleeding sword 
Now falls on Priam. 

Out, out, thou strumpet. Fortune! All you gods. 
In general synod, take away her power; 524 
Break all the spokes and fellies from her wheel. 
And bon l the round nave down the hill of heaven. 
As low as to the fiends I 

Pol. This is too long. 328 

Ham. It shall to the barber’s, with your 

beard. Prithee, say on: he’s for a jig or a 
tale of bawdry, or he sleeps. Say on; come to 
Hecuba. 53a 

First Play. But who, O l who had seen the 
mobled queen — 

Ham. ‘The mobled queen’?— 

Pol. That’s good; ‘mobled queen’ is good. 
First Play. Run barefoot up and down, 

threat’ning the flames 33 ® 

With bisson rheum; a clout upon that head 
Where late the diadem stood; and, for a robe. 
About her tank and all o'er-teemed loins, 

A blanket, in the alarm of fear caught up; 54 ° 
Who this had seen, with tongue in venom steep'd, 
’Gainst Fortune's state would treason have pro¬ 
nounc'd: 

But if the gods themselves did see her then. 
When she saw Pyrrhus make malicious sport 
In mincing with his sword her husband’s limbs, 545 
The instant burst of clamour that she made — 
Unless things mortal more them not at all — 
Would have made milch the burning eyes of 
heaven, 548 

And passion in the gods .' 

Pol. Look! wh’er he has not turned his colour 
and has tears in’s eyes. Prithee, no more. ss> 
Ham. ’Tis well; I’ll have thee speak out the 
rest soon. Good my lord, will you see the players 
well bestowed? Do you hear, let them be well 
used; for they are the abstracts and brief chroni¬ 
cles of the time: after your death you were bet¬ 
ter have a bad epitaph than their iu report while 
you live. 

Pol. My lord, I will use them according to 
their desert. 360 

Ham. God's bodfldns, man, much better; use 
every man after his desert, and who should ’scape 
whipping? Uscthemafteryourownhonourand 
dignity: the less they deserve, the more merit is 
in your bounty. Take them in. 3*5 

Pol. Come, sirs. 

Ham. Follow him. Mends: we’ll hear a play 
to-morrow. \Exit polontus, with all the Players 
but the First.] Dost thou hear me, old Mend; 
can you play the Murder of Gonzago? 5 ?° 
First Play. Ay, my lord. 

Ham. We’il ha't to-morrow night. Youcould, 
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for a need, study a speech of some dozen or six* Play something lOce the murder of my father 632 
teen lines, which I would set down and insert Before mine uncle; I’ll observe his looks; 
in’t, could you not? I’ll tent him to the quick; if he but blench 

First Play. Ay, my lord. 576 I know my course. The spirit that I have seen 

Ham. Very well. Follow that lord; and look May be the devil; and the devil hath power 636 
you mock him not. [Exit First Player.] IToRO- "" 

SENCRANTZ and GUILDENSTERN.] My good 

friends. I’ll leave you till night; you are wel¬ 
come to Elsinore. 581 

Jins. Good my lordl 
[Exeunt rosencrantz and guildenstern. 

Ham. Ay,so,Godbewi’yel Nowlamalone. 

O! what a rogue and peasant slave am 1: 384 
Is it not monstrous that this player here, 

But in a fiction, in a dream of passion. 

Could force his soul so to his own conceit 587 
That from her working all his visage wann’d. 

Tears in his eyes, distraction in’s aspect, 

A broken voice, and his whole function suiting 
With forms to his conceit ? and all for nothing 1 
For Hecuba! 59 z 

What'8 Hecuba to him or he to Hecuba —- . 

That he should weep for her ? What would he do Grating so harshly all his days of quiet 
Had he the motive and the cue for passion W4,K rian»tnm hmaev? 

That 1 have ? He would drown the stage with 


To assume a pleasing shape; yea, and perhaps 
Out of my weakness and my melancholy— 

As he is very potent with such spirits— 
Abuses me to damn me. I’ll have grounds 640 
More relative than this: the play’s the thing 
Wherein I’ll catch the conscience of the king. 

[Exit. 


ACT HI 

Scene L —A Room in the Castle. 

Enter king, queen, polonius, Ophelia, 

ROSENCRANTZ, and GUILDENSTERN. 

King. And can you, by no drift of circum¬ 
stance, . . 

Get from him why he puts on this confusion. 


tears, 59* 

And cleave the general ear with horrid speech. 
Make mad the guilty and appal the free. 
Confound the ignorant, and amaze indeed 
The very faculties of eyes and ears. 600 

Vet I, 

A dull and muddy-mettled rascal, peak, 
l ike John-a-dreams, unpregnant of my cause. 
And can say nothing; no, not for a king, 6°4 
Upon whose property and most dear life 
A damn’d defeat was made. Am I a coward? 
Who calls me villain? breaks my pate across? 
Plucks off my beard and blows it in my face? 608 
Tweaks me by the nose? gives me the lie i the 
throat, ,, 

As deep as to the lungs? Who does me this? 
Ha! 

Swounds, I should take it, for it cannot be 61* 
But I am pigeon-liver’d, and lack gall 
To make oppression bitter, or ere this 
I should have fatted all the region kites 
With this slave’s offal. Bloody, bawdy villain! 
Remorseless, treacherous, lecherous, landless 

v illain 1 617 

O! vengeance! 

Why, what an ass am II This is most brave 

Tl _. T .1 _ _ J__ •nuniar’d K 


With turbulent and dangerous lunacy? 4 
Ros. He does confess he feels himself dis¬ 
tracted; 

Bui from what cause he will by no means speak. 
Guil. Nor do we find him forward to be 
sounded, 

But, with a crafty madness, keeps aloof, 8 
When we would bring him on to some confes¬ 
sion 

Of his true state. 

Queen. Did he receive you well? 

Ros. Most like a gentleman. 

Guil. But with much forcing of his disposi¬ 
tion. . , 12 

Ros. Niggard of question, but of our de- 

man rift 

Most free in his reply. _ 

Queen. Did you assay him 

To any pastime? 

Ros. Madam, it so fell out that certain 
players _ , J® 

We o’er-raught on the way; of these we told 
him, ... „, 

And there did seem in him a kind of Joy 
To hear of it: they are about the court. 

And, as I think, they have already order » 
This night to play before him. 

Pol . Tis most true; 


fiS-LS » Hi lather murderUio ^d me m entreat your majestic. 

A and it doth much 

And fall a-cursing, like a very drab, 


A scullion! ’ . , , , ® i4 

Fie upon’tl fohl About, my brain! I have 
heard. 

That guilty creatures sitting at a play 
Have by the very cunning of the scene 
Been struck so to the sold that presently 6*» 
They have proclaim’d their malefactions; 

For murder, though it have no tongue, will 
speak 

With most miraculous organ. I’ll have these 
players 


content me a < 

To hear him to Inclin’d. 

Good gentlemen, give him a farther edge. 

And drive his purpose on to these delights. 
Ros. We shall, my lord. 

[Exeunt rosencrantz and owldenstern. 
King. Sweet Gertrude, leave us too; 

For wo have closely sent for Hamlet hither, 29 
That he, as ’twere by accident, may here 
Affront Ophelia. „ 

Her father and myself, lawful espials, ja 

Will so bestow ourselves, that, se e in g, unseen. 
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Thus conscience does make cowards of us ail; 
And thus the native hue of resolution 84 
Is sicklied o’er with the pale cast of thought. 
And enterprises of great pith and moment 
With this regard their currents turn awry, 
And lose the name of action. Soft you now! 88 
The fair Ophelia! Nymph, in thy orisons 
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We may of their encounter frankly Judge, 

And gather by him, as he is behav’d. 

If't be the affliction of his love or no 38 
That thus he suffers for. 

Queen. I shall obey you. 

And for your part, Ophelia, I do wish 

That your good beauties be the happy cause me tuu mnw 
Of Hamlet’s wildness; so shall I hope your Be all my sins remember d. 

virtues 4 ° 

Will bring him to his wonted way again, 

To both your honours. 

Oph. Madam, I wish it may. 

| halt QUEEN. 

Pol. Ophelia, walk you here. Gracious, so 
please you, . „ 

We will bestow ourselves. [ 7 b Ophelia.] Read 

on this book; 44 

That show of such an exercise may colour 
Your loneliness. We are oft to blame in this, 

'Tis too much prov’d, that with devotion’s visage 
And pious action we do sugar o’er 48 

The devil himself. 

King. [Aside.] O! ’tis too true: 

How smart a lash that speech doth give my 
conscie ncc! 

The harlot’s cheek, beautied with plastering art. 

Is not more ugly to the thing that helps it 5* 

Than is my deed to my most painted word; 

O heavy burdenI 

Pol. I hear him coming; let’s withdraw, my 
lord. [Exeunt kino and polonius. 


Enter HAMLET. 

Ham. To be, or not to be; that is the ques¬ 
tion; 56 

Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to suffer 
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune. 
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles. 
And by opposing end them! To die; to sleep; 
No more; and, by a sleep to say we end 61 
The heart-ache and the thousand natural shocks 
That flesh is heir to, ’tis a consummation 
Devoutly to be wish’d. To die, to sleep; 64 
To sleep; perchance to dream, ay, there's the 
rub; 

For in that sleep of death what dreams may 
come 

When we have shuffled off this mortal coil, 
Must give us pause. There's the respect S8 
That makes calamity of so long life; 


Opli. ' Good my lord, 

How does your honour for this many a day? 
Ham. I humbly thank you; well, well. well. 
Oph. My lord, I have remembrances of yours, 
That I have longed long to re-deliver; 

1 pray you, now receive them. 

Ham. No, not I; 

I never gave you aught. . , 

Oph. My honour’d lord, you know right well 
you did; , . 

And, with them, woids of so sweet breath 
compos’d .... 

As made the things more nch: their perfume 
lost, 

Take these again; for to the noble mind 
Rich gifts wax poor when givers prove unkind. 
There, my lord. 

Ham. Ha, ha! are you honest? 

Oph. My lord! 10 4 

Ham. Are you fair? . 

Oph. What means your lordship? 

Ham. That if you be honest and fair, your 
honesty should admit no discourse to your 
beauty. , 

Oph. Could beauty, my lord, have better com¬ 
merce than with honesty? 

Hum. Ay, truly: for the power of beauty will 
sooner transform honesty from what it is to a 
bawd than the force of honesty can translat i 
beauty into his likeness: this was sometime a 
paradox, but now the time gives it proof. I did 
love thee once. , 11 " 

Oph. Indeed, my lord, you made me believe 

S ° Ham. You should notViavebelieved me; for 
virtue cannot so inoculate our old stock but we 
shall relish of it: I loved you not. 

Oph. I was the more deceived. T -3 

Ham. Get thee to a nunnery: why wouldst 
thou be a breeder of sinners? I am myselt 
indifferent honest; but yet I could accuse me oi 
such things that it were better my mother had 
not borne the. 1 am very proud, revengeful, 
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For who would bear the whips and scorns of ambitious; with more offences at my dcck uian 

I have thoughts to put them in, imagination 


time, 

The oppressor's wrong, the proud man’s con¬ 
tumely. 

The pangs of di-.oriz’d love, the law’s delay, 72 
The insolence of office, and the spurns 
That patient merit of the unworthy takes. 
When he himself might his quietus make 
With a bare bodkin ? who would fardeis bear, 76 
To grunt and sweat under a weary life. 

But that the dread of something after death. 
The undiscover’d country from whose bourn 
No traveller returns, puzzles the will, 80 
And makes us rather bear those ills we have 
Than fly to others that we know not of? 


to give them shape, or time to act them in. 
What should such fellows as I do crawling 
between heaven and earth? We are arrant 
knaves, all; believe none of us. Go thy ways to 
a nunnery. Where’s your fatter? * 3 S 

Oph. At home, my lord. 

Ham. Let the doors be shut upon him, that 
he may play the fool nowhere out in s own 
house. Farewell. 

Oph. OI help him, you sweet heavens! 140 
Ham If thou dost marry. I’ll give thee this 
plague for thy dowry: be thou as chaste as ice, 
as pure as snow, thou shalt not escape calumny. 
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Get thee to a nunnery, go; farewell. Or, if thou 
wilt needs marry, marry a fool; tor wise men 
know well enough what monsters you make of 
them. To a nunnery, go; and quickly too. 
farewell. 

Oph. O heavenly powers, restore liim! 

Hum. 1 have heaid of yojr paintings too, 
well enough; God hath given you one face, and 
you make yoursclvc3 another: you jig, you 
amble, and you lisp, and nickname f j od’s crea¬ 
tures, and make your wantonncssyour ignorance. 
Go to, I’ll no more on’t; it hath made me mad. 
I say, we will have no more marriages; those 
that are married already, all but one, snail live; 
the rest shall keep as they are. To a nunnery, go. 

[Exit. 

Oph. O! what a noble mind is here over¬ 
thrown : 

The courtier's, soldier's, scholar’s, eye, tongue, 
sword; iso 

The expectancy and rose of the fair state. 

The glass of fashion and the mould of form. 
The observ'd of all observers, quite, quite down! 
And I, of ladies most deject and wretched, 164 
That suck'd the honey of his music vows. 
Now see that noble and most sovereign reason, 
Like sweet bells jangled, out of tune and harsh; 
That unmatch’d form and feature of blown 
youth 168 

Blasted with ecstasy: O! woe is me. 

To have seen what l have seen, see what I see! 

Re-enter king and notONtus. 

King. Lovel his affections do not that way 
tend; 

Nor what he spoke, though it lack’d form a 
little, 172 

Was not tike madness. There’s something in 
i his soul 

O'er which his melancholy sits on brood; 
And, I do doubt, the hatch and the disclose 
Will be some danger; which for to prevent, 176 
I have in quick determination 
Thus set it down: he shall wit h speed to England, 
For the demand of our neglected tribute: 
Haply the seas and countries different 180 
With variable objects shall expel 
This something-settled matter in his heart, 
Whereon his brains still beating puts him thus 
From fashion of himself. What think you on't ? 

Pol. It shall do well: but yet do I believe 185 
The origin and commencement of his grief 
Sprung from neglected love. How now, Ophelia! 
You need not tell us what Lord Hamlet said; 
We heard it all. My lord, do as you please; 189 
But, if you hold it fit, after the play, 

Let his queen mother all alone entreat him 
To show his griefs: let her be round with him; 1 91 
And I’ll be plac'd, so please you, in the ear 
Of all their conference. If she find him not. 
To England send him, or confine him where 
Your wisdom best shall think. 

King. It shall be so; «9« 

Madness in great ones must not unwatch’d go. 

(Exeunt. 
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Scene n .—A flail in the Castle. 

Enter IIAMLE1 and certain Players. 

Hum. Speak the speech, I pray you, as I pro¬ 
nounced itto you, ti ippingly on the tongue; but 
if you mouth it, as many of your players do, I 
had as Jief the town-crier spoke my lines. Nor 
do not saw the air too much with your hand, 
thus; but use all gently: for in the very torrent, 
tempest, and—as I may say—whirlwind of 
passion, you must acquire and beget a temper¬ 
ance, that may give it smoothness. O! it offends 
me to the soul to hear a robustious periwig- 
pated fellow tear a passion to tatters, to very 
rags, to split the ears of the groundlings, who 
for the most part are capable of nothing but 
inexplicable dumb-shows and noise: I would 
have such a fellow whipped for o’er-doing 
Termagant; it out-herods Herod: pray you, 
avoid it, 17 

First Play. I warrant your honour. 

Ham. Be not too tame neither, but let your 
own discretion be your tutor: suit the action to 
the word, the word to the action; with this 
special observance, that you o’erstep not the 
modesty of natuie; for any tiring so overdone is 
from the purpose of playing, w hose end, both at 
the first and now, w r as and is, to hold, as 'twere, 
the mirror up to nature; to show virtue her own 
feature, scorn her own image, and the very age 
and body of the time his form and pressure. 
Now, tliis overdone, or come tardy off, though it 
make the unskilful laugh, cannot but make the 
judicious grieve; the censure of which one must 
in your allowance o’erweigh a whole theatre of 
Others. O! there be players that I have seen 
play, and heard others praise, and that highly, 
not to speak it profanely, that, neither having 
the accent of Christians nor the gait of Christian, 
pagan, nor man, have so strutted and bellowed 
that I have thought some of nature’s journey¬ 
men had made men and not made them well, 
they imitated humanity so abominably. 40 
First PI. sv. I hope we have reformed that 
indifferently with us. 

Ham. O! reform it altogether. And let those 
that play your clowns speak no more than is 
Bet down for them; for there be of them that 
will themselves laugh, to set on some quantity of 
barren spectators to laugh too, though in the 
mean time some necessary question of the play 
be then to be considered: that's villanous, and 
shows a most pitiful ambition in the fool that 
uses it. Go, make you ready. [Exeunt Piayers. 

Enter polontus, rosencrantz, and 

Gt.tLDENSTERN. 

How now, my lord! will the king hear this piece 
of work? 52 

Pol. And the queen too, and that presently. 
Ham. Bid the players make haste. 

[Exit POt-ONRIS. 

Will you two help to hasten them? 

Guff. } We wil1 ’ my ,ord ’ *8 

[Exeunt ROSENCRANTZ and GUEUDHNSTBRN. 



HAMLET 888 

Ham. What, ho! Horatio! 

Enter HORATIO. 

Hor. Here, sweet lord, at your service. 

Ham. Horatio, thou art e’en as lust a man 
As e’er my conversation cop’d withal. 60 
Hor. O! my dear lord,— 

Ham. Nay, do not think I flatter; 

For what advancement may I hope from thee. 
That no revenue hast but thy good spirits 
To feed and clothe thee ? Why should the poor 
be flatter’d? 64 

No; let the candied tongue lick absurd pomp. 
And crook the pregnant hinges of the knee 
Where thrift may follow fawning. Dost thou 
hear? 

Since my dear soul was mistress of her choice 
And could of men distinguish, her election 69 
Hath seal'd thee for herself; for thou hast been 
As one, in suffering all, that suffers nothing, 

A man that fortune’s buffets and rewards 72 
Hast ta’en with equal thanks; and bless’d are 
those 

Whose blood and judgment are so well co¬ 
mingled 

That they are not a pipe for fortune’s finger 
To sound what stop she please. Give me that 
man 7 * 

That is not passion’s slave, and I will wear him 
In my heart’s core, ay, in my heart of heart. 

As I do thee. Something too much of this. 
There is a play to-night before the king; 80 
One scene of it comes near the circumstance 
Which I have told thee of my father’s death: 

I prithee, when thou seest that act afoot. 

Even with the very comment of thy soul 84 
Observe mine uncle; if his occulted guilt 
Do not itself unkennel in one speech. 

It is a damned ghost that we have seen. 

And my imaginations are as foul 88 

As Vulcan’s stithy. Give him heedful note; 

For I mine eyes will rivet to his face. 

And alter we will both our judgments join 
In censure of his seeming. 

Hor. Well, my lord: 92 

If he steal aught the whilst this play is playing. 
Arid ’scape detecting, I will pay the theft. 

Ham. They are coming to the play; I must 
be idle: 

Get you a place. 98 

Danish march. A Flourish. Enter KINO, queen, 
POLONIUS, OPHELIA, ROSENCRANTZ, GUILDEN- 
STERN, and Others. 

King. How fares our cousin Hamlet? 

Ham. Excellent, i’ faith; of the chameleon’s 
dish: I eat the air, promise-crammed; you can¬ 
not feed capons so. 100 

King. I have nothing with this answer, Ham¬ 
let; these words are not mine. 

Ham. No, nor mine now. {To POLONIUS.] 
My lord, you played once i’ the university, you 
say? to; 

Pol That did I, my lord, and was accounted 
■ good actor. 

Ham. And what did you enact? rot 


{act m 

Pol. I did enact Julius Ctesar: I was killed 
i’ the Capitol; Brutus killed me. 

Ham. It was a brute part of him to kill so 
capital a calf there. Be the players ready? 112 
Ros. Ay, my lord; they stay upon your 
patience. 

Queen. Come hither, my good Hamlet, sit by 
me. 116 

Ham. No, good mother, here’s metal more 
attractive. 

Pol. [To the king. ] O ho 1 do you mark that? 
Ham. Lady, shall I lie in your lap? >ao 
[Lying down at OPHELIA’S feet. 
Oph. No, my lord. 

Ham. I mean, my head upon your lap? 

Oph. Ay, my lord. 

Ham. Do you think I meant country matters ? 
Oph. I think nothing, my lord. 125 

Ham. That’s a fair thought to lie between 
maids’ legs. 

Oph, What is, my lord? 128 

Ham. Nothing. 

Oph. You are merry, my lord. 

Ham. Who, I ? 

Oph. Ay, my lord. 732 

Ham. O God, your only jig-maker. What 
should a man do hut be merry? for, look you, 
how cheerfully my mother looks, and my father 
died within’s two hours. 13* 

Oph. Nay, ’tis twice two months, my lord. 
Ham. So long ? Nay, then, let the devil wear 
black, for I’ll have a suit of sables. O heavens! 
die two months ago, and not forgotten yet? 
Then there’s hope a great man’s memory may 
outlive his life half a year; but, by’r lady, he 
must build churches then, or else shall he suffer 
not thinking on, with the hobby-horse, whose 
epitaph is, ‘For, O! for, O! the hobby-horse is 
forgot’. 246 

Hautboys play. The dumb-show enters. 
Enter a King and a Queen, very lovingly; the 
Queen embracing him, and he her. She kneels, 
and makes show of protestation unto him. 
He takes her up, and declines his head upon 
her neck; lays him down upon a bank of 
flowers; she, seeing him asleep, leaves him. 
Anon comes in a fellow, takes off his crown, 
kisses it, and pours poison in the King’s ears, 
and exit. The Queen returns, finds the King 
dead, and makes passionate action. The 
Poisoner, with some two or three Mutes, comes 
in again, seeming to lament with her. The 
dead body is carried away. The Poisoner 
wooes the Queen with gifts; she seems loath 
and unwitting awhile, but in the end accepts 
his love. [Exeunt. 

Oph. What means this, my lord? 

Ham. Marry, this is micning mallecho; it 
means mischief. >49 

Oph. Belike this show imports the argument 

of the play. 

Enter Prologue. 

Ham. We shall know by this fellow: the 
players cannot keep counsel; they’ll tell alL«» 
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Oph. Will he tell us what this show meant? Where joy most revels grief doth most lament. 
Ham. Ay, or any show that you’ll show Grief joys, joy grieves, on slender accident. 
him; be not you ashamed to show, he’ll not This world is not for aye, nor ‘tis not strange. 


shame to teU you what it means. 157 

Oph. You are naught, you are naught. I'll 
mark the play. 

Pro. For us and for our tragedy, 160 

Here stooping to your clemency. 

We beg your hearing patiently. 

Ham. Is this a prologue, or the posy of a 
ring? 164 

Oph. Tis brief, my lord. 

Ham. As woman’s love. 

Enter two Players, King and Queen. 

P. King. Full thirty times hath Phtsbus' cart 
gone round 167 

Neptune's salt wash and Tellus' orbed ground. 

And thirty dozen moons with borrow'd sheen 
About the world have times twelve thirties been. 

Since love our hearts and Hymen did our hands 
Unite commutual in most sacred bands. 172 Sport and repose lock from me day and night l 
P. Queen. So many journeys may the sun and To desperation turn my trust and hope! 
moon An anchor’s cheer in prison be my scope! 

Make us again count o'er ere love be done I Each opposite that blanks the face of joy 732 
But, woe is me! you are so sick of late, 175 Meet what l would have well, and it destroy! 
So far from cheer and from your former state. Both here and hence pursue me lasting strife. 
That I distrust you. Vet, though I distrust. If, once a widow, ever I be wife l 
Discomfort you, my lord, it nothing must; Ham. If she should break it now! 236 

For women’s fear and love holds quantity, P. King. 'Tis deeply sworn. Sweet, leave me 

In neither aught, or in extremity. 180 here awhile; 

Now, what my love is,proof hath made you know; My spirits grow dull, and fain I would beguile 
And as my love is siz’d, my fear is so. The tedious day with sleep. [Sleeps. 

Where lore is great, the littlest doubts are fear; P. Queen. _ Sleep rock thy brain; 


That even our love should with our fortunes 
change; 213 

For 'tis a question left us yet to prove 
Whe’r love lead fortune or else fortune love. 
The great man down, you mark his favourite 
flies; 21s 

The poor advanc’d makes friends of enemies. 
And hitherto doth love on fortune tend. 

For who not needs shall never lack a friend; 
And who in want a hollow friend doth try 22a 
Directly seasons him his enemy. 

But, orderly to end where l begun. 

Our wills and fates do so contrary run 
That our devices still are overthrown, 224 

Our thoughts are ours, their ends none ofour own; 
So think thou wilt no second husband wed; 

But die thy thoughts when thy first lord is dead. 
P. Queen. Nor earth to me give food, nor 
heaven light! 228 


Where little fears grow great, great lore grows 
there. 184 

P. King. Faith, I must leave thee, love, and 
shortly too; 

My operant powers their functions leave to do: 
And thou shall live in this fair world behind. 
Honour'd, belov’d; and haply one as kind 188 
For husband shall thou — 

P. Queen. O ! confound the rest; 

Such love must needs be treason in my breast: 
In second husband let me be accurst; 

None wed the second but who kill'd the first. 192 
Ham. [Aside.] Wormwood, wormwood. 


And never come mischance between us twain! 

{Exit. 

Ham. Madam, how like you this play? 241 
Queen. The lady doth protest too much, mo- 
thinks. 

Ham. O! but she’ll keep her word. 244 
King. Have you heard the argument? Is 
there no offence in’t? 

Ham. No,no,theydobutjest,poisonin]est; 
no offence V the world. 248 

King. What do you call the play? 

Ham. The Mouse-trap. Marry, how? Tro- 
This play is the image of a murder 


_ ___ ...___ ___ picaliy. . 

P. Queen. The instances that second marriage done in Vienna: Gonzago is the duke’s name; 
move, his wife. Baptists. You shall see anon; ’tis a 

Are base respects of thrift, but none of love; knavish piece of work: but what of that? your 
A second time 1 kill my husband dead, 196 majesty and we dial have free souls, it touches 
When second husband kisses me in bed. us not: let the galled jade wince, our withers are 

P. King. / do believe you think what now you unwrung. 257 

But’w&t : we do determine oft we break. _ , Enter Plnyet as Lucianos. 

Purpose is but the slave to memory, 200 This is one Lucianus, nephew to the king. 

Of violent birth, but poor validity; Oph. You are a good chorus, my lord. 

Which now, like fruit unripe, sticks on the tree. Ham. I could interpret between you and 

But fall unihaken when they mellow be. your love. ifl could see the puppetsdallyinp. 261 


Most necessary ‘tis that we forget 204 

To pay ourselves what to ourselves Is debt; 
"hat to ourselves in passion we propose. 

The passion ending, doth the purpose lose. 

Die violence of either grief or joy *0* 

Their ovm enactures with themselves destroy; 
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Oph. You are keen, my lord, you are keen. 
Ham. It would cost you a groaning to take 
Off my edge. a#4 

Oph. Still better, and worse. 

Ham. So you must take your husbands. 
Begin, murderer; pox, leave thy damnable 
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faces, and begin. Come; (he croaking raven 
doth bellow for revenge. 269 

Luc. Thoughts black, hands apt, drugs fit, 
and time agreeing; 

Confederate season, else no creature seeing; 

Thou mixture rank, of midnight needs collected. 
With Hecate's ban thrice blasted, thrice infected. 
Thy natural magic and dire property, 174 

On wholesome life usurp immediately. 

[Pours the poison into the Sleeper's ears. 
Ham. He poisons him i’ the garden for’s 
estate. His name's Gonzago; the story is extint, 
and writ in very choice Italian. You shall see 
anon how the murderer gets the love of Gon- 
zago’s wife. 28o 

Oph. The king rises. 

Ham. What! frighted with false fire? 

Queen. How fares my lord? 

Pol. Give o'er .he play. 184 

King. Give me some light: away! 

All. Lights, lights, lights! 

[Exeunt all exte.pt hamlet and HORATIO. 
Ham. Why, let the stricken deer go weep, 

The hart ungalled play; 188 

For some must watch, while somemust 
sleep: 

So runs the world away. 

Would not this, sir, and a forest of feathers, if 
the rest of my fortunes turn Turk with me, with 
two Provincial roses on my razed shoes, get me 
a fellowship in a cry of players, sir? 

Hor. Half a share. 

Ham. A whole one, I. 196 

For thou dost know, O Damon dear, 

This realm dismantled was 
Of Jove himself; and now reigns here 
A very, very—pajock. 300 

Hor. You might have rimed. 

Ham. O good Horatio! I’ll take the ghost’s 
word for a thousand pound. Didst perceive? 
Hor, Very well, my lord. 304 

Ham. Upon the talk of the poisoning? 

Hor. I did very well note him. 

Ham. Ah, ha! Come, some music! come, 
the recorders! 308 

For if the king like not the comedy, 

Why then, belike he likes it not, perdy. 
Come, some music 1 

Re-enter rosencrantz and GUILD enstern. 

Guil. Good my lord, vouchsafe me a word 
with you. 313 

Ham. Sir, a whole history. 

Guil. The king, sir,— 

Ham. Ay, sir, what of him? 316 

Guil. Is in his retirement marvellous dis¬ 
tempered. 

Ham. With drink, sir? 

Guil. No, my lord, rather with choler. 310 
Ham. Your wisdom should show itself more 
richer to signify this to his doctor; for, for me 
to put him to his punition would perhaps 
plunge him into far mon - choler. 324 

Guil. Good my lord nut your discourse into 
some frame, and start mu so wildly from my 
affair. 


(act m 

Ham. I am tame, sir; pronounce. 328 
Guil. The queen, your mother, in most great 
affliction of spirit, hath sent me to you. 

Ham. You are welcome. 331 

Guil. Nay, good my lord, this courtesy is 
not of the right breed. If it shall please you 
to make me a wholesome answer, I will do 
your mother’s commandment; if not, your 
pardon and my return shall be the end of my 
business. 337 

Ham. Sir, I cannot. 

Guil. What, my lord? 

Ham. Make you a wholesome answer: my 
wit’s diseased: but, sir, such answer as I can 
make, you shall command; or, rather, as you 
say, my mother: therefore no more, but to the 
matter: my mother, you say,— 344 

Ros. Then, thus she says: your behaviour hath 
struck her into amazement and admiration. 

Ham. O wonderful son, that can so astonish 
a mother! But is there no sequel at the heels 
of this mother's admiration? impart. 349 
Ros. She desires to speak with you in her 
closet ere you go to bed. 

Ham. We shall obey, were she ten times our 
mother. Have you any further trade with us? 
Ros. My lord, you once did love me. 

Ham. So I do still, by these pickers and 
stealers. 356 

Ros. Good my lord, what is your cause of 
distemper? you do surely bar the door upon 
your own liberty, if you deny your griefs to your 
friend. 36c 

Ham. Sir, I lack advancement, 

Ros. How can that be when you have the 
voice of the king himself for your succession in 
Denmark ? 364 

Ham. Ay, sir, but‘While the grass grows’,— 
the proverb is something musty. 

Enter Players, with recorders. 

O! the recorders: let me ^e one. To withdraw 
with you: why do you go about to recover the 
wind of me, as if you would drive me into a toil ? 

Guil. O ! my lord, if my duty be too bold, my 
love is too unmannerly. 

Ham. I do not well understand that. Will 
you play upon this pipe? 373 

Guil. My lord, I cannot. 

Ham. I pray you. 

Guil. Believe me, I cannot 37 * 

Ham. I do beseech you. 

Guil. I know no touch of it, my lord. 

Ham. Tis as easy as lying; govern these 
ventages with your finger and thumb, give it 
breath with your mouth, and it will discourse 
most eloquent music. Look you, these ate the 
stops. 

Guil. But these cannot I command to any 
utterance of harmony; I have not the skill. 385 
Ham. Why, look you now, how unworthy a 
thing you make of me. You would play upon 
me; you would seem to know my stops; yon 
would pluck out the heart of my mystery; you 
would sound me from my lowest note to the top 
of my compass; and then is much music, ea* 
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cellent voice, in this little organ, yet cannot you 
make it speak. ’Sblood, do you think 1 am 
easier to be played on than a pipe! Call me 
what instrument you will, though you can fret 
me, you cannot play upon me. 3»6 

Enter POLONIUS. 

God bless you, sir! 

Pol. My lord, the queen would speak with 
you, andjpresently. 

Ham. Do you sec yonder cloud that’s almost 
in shape of a camel ? 

Pol. Bythemass.and ’tislikeacamel,indeed. 

Ham. Methinks it is like a weasel. 

Pol. It is backed like a weasel. 404 

Ham. Or like a whale ? 

Pol. Very like a whale. 

Ham. Then I will come to my mother by 
and by. {Aside.] They fool me to the top of my 
bent. [Aloud. 1 l will come by and by. 409 

Pol. I will say so. [Exit. 

Ham. By and by is easily said. Leave me, 
f'iends. \Lieunt all but HAMLET. 

’ 1 is now the very w itching time of night, 413 
VS hen churchyards yawn and hell itself breathes 
out 

Contagion to this world: now could 1 drink hot 


Attends the boisterous ruin. Never alone 
Did the king sigh, but with a general groan. 
King. Arm you, 1 pray you, to this speedy 
voyage; 24 

For we will fetters put upon this fear. 

Which now goes too free-footed. 

G° u ]j j We will haste us. 

Exeunt rosencrantz and guu.denstern. 
Enter POLONIUS. 

Pol. My lord, he’s going to his mother’s 

closet: 

Behind the airas I’ll convey myself 28 

To hear the process; I’ll warrant she’ll tax him 
home; 

And, as you said, and wisely was it said, 

’Tis meet that some more audience than a 
mother. 

Since nature makes them partial, should o’er- 
bear 32 

The speech, of vantage. Fare you well, my liege; 
I’ll call upon you ere you go to bed 
And tell you what I know. 
king. Thanks, dear my lord. 

[Exit POLONIUS. 
O! my offence is rank, it smells to heaven; 36 


blood, 

Vnd do such bitter business as the day 416 
Would quake to look on. Soft! now to my 
mother. 

O heart! lose not thy nature; let not ever 
The soul of Nero enter this firm bosom; 
l et me be cruel, not unnatural; 420 

1 w ill speak daggers to her, but use none; 

My tongue and soul in this be hypocrites; 

Hew in my w'ords soever she be shent, 

1 o give them seals never, my soul, consent 1 424 

[Exit. 

Scene III.— A Room in the Castle. 

Enter KINO, ROSENCRANTZ, and gijildfnstern. 

King. I like him not, nor stands it safe with us 
To let his madness range. Therefore prepare you; 

I your commission will forthwith dispatch. 
And be to England shall along with you. 4 
The terms of our estate may not endure 
Hazard so dangerous as doth hourly grow 
Out of his lunaeies. 

C uil. We will ourselves provide. 

Most holy and religious fear it is s 

lo keep those many many bodies safe 
That live and feed upon your majesty. 

Ros. The single and peculiar life is bound 
With all the strength and armour ol the mind 
To keep itself from noyance; but much more ■ i 
That spirit upon whose weal depenu and rest 
The lives of many. The cease of majesty 
Dies not alone, hut, like a gulf doth draw 16 
what’s near it with it; it is a massy wheel, 
fix d on the summit of the highest mount, 

I o whose huge spokes ten thousand lesser things 
Are mortis’d and adjoin’d; which, when it 
falls, 20 

Each small annexment, petty consequence. 


It hath tiie primal eldest curse upon’t; 

A. brother’s murder! Pray can 1 not. 

Though inclination be as sharp as will; 

My stronger guilt defeats my strong intent; 40 
And, like a man to double business bound, 

I stand in pause where I shall first begin. 

And both neglect. What if this cursed hand 
Were thicker than itself with brother's blood, 44 
Is then- not rain enough in the sweet heavens 
To wash it white as snow? Whereto serves 
mercy 

But to confront the visage of offence? 

And w hat’s m pray er but this two-fold force, 48 
To be forestalled, ere we come to fall. 

Or pardon'd, being down? Then, I’ll look up; 
My fault is past. But, O! what form of prayer 
Can serve my turn? ‘Forgive me my foul mur¬ 
der’? 52 

Thai cannot be; since I am still possess'd 
Of those effects lor which 1 did the murder. 
My crow n. mine own ambition, and my queen. 
Mai one be pardon'd and retain the offence? 56 
li: the corrupted currents of this world 
OllV.ii c s gilded hand may shove by justice, 
And oh ti. seen the wicked prize itself 
Buy - ( lit the law; but 'its not so above; 60 
There t, no shuffling, there the action lies 
Ill his true nature and wr ourselves compell'd 
I yen ti the teeth and forehead of our faults 
To cur 111 evidence. What then? what rests? 
Trv wl it repentance can. what can it not? 65 
S e: what can it. when one can not repent? 

O wretched state! O bosom black as death! 

O !:nted soul, that struggling to be free 68 
Art more engaged 1 Help, angels! make assay; 
Bow , stubborn knees; and heart with strings of 
steel 

Be soft as sinew* of the new-born babe. 

All may be well. [Retires and kneels. 
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Enter HAMLET. 

Ham. Now might I do it pat, now he is pray¬ 
ing; 73 

And now I’ll do’t: and so he goes to heaven; 
And so am I reveng’d. That would be scann’d: 
A villain kills my father; and for that, 7 « 
L his sole son, do this same villain send 
To heaven. 

Why, this is hire and salary, not revenge. 

He took my father grossly, full of bread. Bo 
With all hiscrimes broad bio wn, as flush as May; 
And how his audit stands who knows save 
heaven? 

But in our circumstance and course of thought 
'Tis heavy with him. And am I then reveng'd. 
To take him in the purging of his soul, 83 
When he is lit and season’d for his passage? 
No. 

Up, sword, and know thou a more horrid 

hent; 88 

When he is drunk asleep, or in his rage. 

Or in the incestuous pleasure of his bed. 

At gaming, swearing, or about some act 
That has no relish of salvation in’t; 9a 

Then trip him, that his heels may kick at heaven. 
And that his soul may be as damn’d and black 
As hell, whereto it goes. My mother stays: 
This physic but prolongs thy sickly days. I Exit. 

The kino rises and advances. 

King. My words fly up, my thoughts remain 
below: 97 

Words without thoughts never to heaven go. 

[Exit. 


SCENE IV.— The QUEEN’S Apartment. 

Enter queen and colonics. 

Pol. He will come straight. Look you lay 
home to him; 

Tell him his pranks have been too broad to bear 
with. 

And that your Grace hath screen’d and stood 
between 

Much heat and him. I’ll silence me e’en here. 4 

Pray you, be round with him. 

Ham. [Within.] Mother, mother, mother I 
Queen. I’ll warrant you; 

Fear me not. Withdraw. I hear him coming. 

polonius hides behind the arras. 


Enter hamlet. 

Ham. Now, mother, what’s the matter? B 

Queen. Hamlet, thou hast thy father much 
offended. 

Ham. Mother, you have my father much 
offended. 

Queen. Come, come, you answer with an idle 
tongue. 

Ham. Go, go, you question with a wicked 
tongue. 12 

Queen. Why, how now, Hamlet! 

Ham. What’s the matter now? 

Queen. Have you forgot me? 

Ham. No, by the rood, not so: 

You are the queen, your h u sband’s brother’s 
wife; 


And,—would it were not so!—you are my 
mother. is 

Queen. Nay then. I’ll set those to you that 
can speak. 

Ham. Come, come, and sit you down; you 
shall not budge; 

You go not, till I set you up a glass 
Where you may see the inmost part of you. 20 
Queen. What wilt thou do? thou wilt no' 
murder me ? 

Help, help, ho! 

Pol. [Behind.] What, ho! help! help! help! 
Ham. [Draw.] How now! a rat? Dead, for 
a ducat, dead! 

{Makes a pass through the arras. 
Pol. [Behind.] O! I am slain. 24 

Oueen. O me! what hast thou done? 

Ham. Nay, I know not: is it the king? 
Queen. Ol what a rash and bloody deed is 
this! 

Ham. A bloody deed! almost as bad, good 
mother, 28 

As kill a king, and marry with bis brother. 
Queen. As kill a king! 

Ham. Ay, lady, ’twas my word. 

[Lifts up the arras and discovers polonius, 
[7b polonius.] Thou wretched, rash, intruding 
fool, farewell! 

I took thee for thy better; take thy fortune; 32 
Thou find'st to tie too busy is some danger. 
Leave wringing of your hands: peace! sit you 
down. 

And let me wring your heart; for so I shall 
If it be made of penetrable Btuff, 36 

If damned custom have not brass’d it to 
That it is proof and bulwark against sense. 
Queen. What have I done mat thou dar’st 
wag thy tongue 
In noise so rude against me? 

Ham. Such an act 4 ° 

That blurs the grace and blush of modesty, 
Calls virtue hypocrite, takes off tbe rose 
From the fair forehead or an innocent love 
And sets a blister there, makes marriage vows 
As false as dicers’ oaths; O! such a deed 43 
As from the body of contraction plucks 
The very soul, and sweet religion makes 
A rhapsody of words; heaven s face doth glow. 
Yea, this solidity and compound mass, 49 
With tristful visage, as against the Hoorn, 

Is thought-tick at the act. 

Queen. Ay me! what act, 

That roars »o loud and thunders in the index? 
Ham. Look here, upon this picture, and on 
this; S 3 

The counterfeit presentment of two brothers. 
See, what a grace was seated on this brow; 
Hyperion’s curls, the front of Jove himself, i 6 
An eye like Mars, to threaten and command, 
A station like the herald Mercury 
New-lighted on a heaven-kissing hill, 

A combination and a form indeed, 40 

Where every god did seem to set nis seal. 

To give the world assurance of a man. 

This was your husband; look you now, what 
follows. 
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Here ts your husband; like a mildew’d ear, 64 Queen. Alas! how is’t with you. 

Blasting his wholesome brother. Have you That you do bend your eye on vacancy 116 
eyes ? And with the incorporal air do hold discourse ? 

Could you on this fair mountain leave to feed. Forth at your eyes your spirits wildly peep; 
And batten on this moor? Ha! have you eyes? And, as the sleeping soldiers in the alarm 
You cannot call it love, for at your age 68 ”— *—■■*-* •—*- ' 

The hey-day in the blood is tame, it’s humble. 

And waits upon the judgment; and what judg¬ 
ment 

Would step from this to this? Sense, sure, you 
have. 


Your bedded hair, like life in excrements, 120 
Starts up and stands an end. O gentle son! 
Upon the heat and flame of thy distemper 
Sprinkle cool patience. Whereon do you look? 
Ham. On mm, on him! Look you, how pale 
■■a,,, he glares! 124 

Else could you not have motion; but sure, that His form and cause conjoin'd, preaching to 

73 stones, 

Would make them capable. Do not look upon 


Is apoplex’d; for madness would not err. 

Nor sense to ecstasy was ne'er so thrall’d 
But it reserv’d some quantity of choice, 75 
To serve in such a difference. What devil was’t 
That thus hath cozen’d you at hoodman-blind? 
Eyes without feeling, feeling without sight, 
Ears without hands or eyes, smelling sans all, 
Or but a sickly part of one true sense 80 
Could not so mope. 

O shame! where is thy blush? Rebellious hell. 
If thou canst mutine in a matron’s bones, 

To flaming youth let virtue be as wax, 84 
And melt in her own fire: proclaim no shame 
When the compulsive ardour gives the charge, 
Since frost itself as actively doth burn. 

And reason panders will. 

Queen. O Hamlet! speak no more; 

Thou tum'st mine eyes into my very soul; 89 
And there I see much black and grained spots 
As will not leave their tinct. 

Ham. Nay, but to live 

In the rank sweat of an enseamed bed, 9 » 
Stew’d in corruption, honeying and making love 
Over the nasty sty,— 

Queen. O! speak to me no more; 

These words like daggers enter in mine ears; 
No more, sweet Hamlet! 

Ham. A murderer, and a villain; 

A slave that is not twentieth part the tithe 97 
Of your precedent lord; a vice of kings; 

A cut-purse of the empire and the rule. 

That from a shelf the precious diadem stole, too 
And put it in his pocket! 

Queen. No more! 

Ham. A king of shreds and patches,— 

Enter Ghost. 

Save me, and hover o’er me with your wings. 
You heavenly guardsl What would your gra¬ 
cious figure? ,0 6 

g ueen. Alas! he’s mad! 
am. Do you not come your tardy son to 
chide, 

That, laps’d in time and passion, lets go by 
The important acting of your dread command? 
O! say. , . 

Ghost. Do not forget: this visitation 109 
Is but to whet thy almost blunted purpose, 


Lest with this piteous action you convert 
My stem effects: then what I have to do 128 
Will want true colour; tears perchance for 
blood. 

Queen. To whom do you speak this? 

Ham. Do you see nothing there? 

Queen. Nothing at all; yet all that is I see. 
Ham. Nor did you nothing hear? 

Queen. No, nothing but ourselves. 

Ham. Why, look you there! look, how it 
steals away; 133 

My father, in ms habit as he liv’d; 

Look! where he goes, even now, "ait at the 
portaL [Exit Ghost. 

Queen. This is the very coinage of your 
brain: 136 

This bodiless creation ecstasy 
Is very cunning in. 

Ham. Ecstasy! 

My pulse, as yours, doth temperately keep time, 
And makes as healthful music. It is not mad¬ 
ness 141 

That I have utter’d: bring me to the test, 

And I the matter will re-word, which madness 
Would gambol from. Mother, for love of grace. 
Lay not that flattering unction to your soul, 14s 
That not your trespass but my madness speaks; 
It will but skin and film the ulcerous place, 
Whiles rank corruption, mining ail within, 148 
Infects unseen. Confess yourself to heaven; 
Repent what’s past; avoid what is to come; 
And do not spread the compost on the weeds 
To make them ranker. Forgive me this my 
virtue; >J* 

For in the fatness of these pursy times 
Virtue itself of vice must pardon beg. 

Yea, curb and woo for leave to do him good. 
Queen. O Hamlet! thou hast cleft my heart 
in twain. 136 

Ham. O! throw away the worse* part of it. 
And live the purer with the other half. 

Good night; but go not to mine uncle’s bed; 
Assume a virtue, If you have it not. i«o 

That monster, custom, who all sense doth eat. 
Of habits devil, is angel yet in this. 

That to the use of actions fair and good 
He likewise gives a frock or livery, 164 


But, look! amazement on thy mother sits; ™ “ITiLv*. 

£>! step between her and her fighting soul; m IhatapUyisputon Rtfrato m-rfgd; 
Conceit in weakest bodies strongest works: £ n< J.- h ?i 

Speak to her Hamlet. To the next abstinence, the next more easy, 

Hanu ^tlow Is it with you, lady? For use almost can change the stamp of nature, 
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And master ev’n the devil or throw him out 169 
With wondrous potency. Once more, good¬ 
night: 

And when you are desirous to be bless'd. 

I'll blessing beg of you. For this same lord, 172 
[Pointing to polomus. 
I do repent: but heaven hath pleas’d it so. 

To punish me with this, and this with me. 
That I must be their scourge and minister. 

I will bestow him, and will answer well 176 
The death I gave him. So, again, good-night. 
I must be cruel only to be hind: 

Thus bad begins and worse remains behind. 
One word more, good lady. 

Queen. What shall I do? i«o 

Ham. Not this, by no means, that Ibid you do: 
Let the bleat king tempt you again to bed; 
Pinch wanton on your cheek; call you his mouse; 
And let him, for a pair of reechy kisses, 1S4 
Or paddling in your neck with his damn'd fingers, 
Make ycu to ravel all this matter out. 

That 1 essentially am not in madness. 

But mad in craft. ’Twere good you let him 
know; iss 

For who that’s but a queen, fair, sober, wise. 
Would from a paddock, from a bat, a gib. 
Such dear concernings hide? who would do so ? 
No, in despite of sense and secrecy, 192 

Unpeg the basket on the house's top. 

Let the birds fly, and, like the famous ape. 

To try conclusions, in the basket creep. 

And break your own neck down. 19S 

Queen. Be thou assur'd, if words be made of 
breath, 

And breath of life, I have no life to breathe 
What thou hast said to me. 

Ham. I must to England; you know that? 
Queen. Alack! 

I had forgot: ’tis so concluded on. 201 

Ham. There’s letters scal’d; and my two 
schoolfellows. 

Whom I will trust as I will adders fang’d, 

They bear the mandate; they must sweep my wav. 
And marshal me to knavery. Let it work; 205 
For 'tis the snort to have the enginer 
Hoist with his own petar: and it shall go hard 
But I will delve one yard below their mines, 20S 
And blow them at the moon. O! 'tis most sweet. 
When in one line two crafts directly meet. 

This man shall set me packing; 

I’ll lug the guts into the neighbour room. 2:2 
Mother, good-night. Indeed this counsellor 
Is now most still, most secret, and most grave, 
Who was in life a foolish prating knave. 

Come, sir, to draw toward an end with you, 216 
Good-night, mother. 

[Exeunt severally; HAMLET dragging in 
the body of polonies. 

ACT IV 

Scene I. — A Room in the Castle. 

Enter kino, queen, rosencrantz, and 

QUILDENSTERN. 

King. There’s matter in these sighs, these 
profound heaves: 


Y ou must translate; 'tis fit we understand them. 
Where is your son ? 

Queen. {To ROSENCRANTZ and GUILD EN- 
stern.J Bestow this place on us a little 
while. 4 

[Exeunt ROSENCRANTZ and guildenstern. 
Ah! my good lord, what have I seen to-night. 
King. What, Gertrude? How does Hamlet ? 
Queen. Mad as the sea and wind, when both 
contend 

Which is the mightier. In his lawless fit, 8 
Behind the arras hearing something stir. 
Whips out his rapier, cries, 'A tat! a rati’ 
And, in his brainish apprehension, kills 
The unseen good old man. 

King. O heavy deed! 12 

It had been so with us had we been there. 

His liberty is full of threats to all; 

To you yourself, to us, to every one. 

Alas! how shall this bloody deed be answer’d? 
It will be laid to us, whose providence 17 
Should have kept short, restrain’d, and out of 
haunt. 

This mad young man: but so much was our love, 
We would not understand what was most fit, 20 
But, like the owner of a foul disease, 

To keep it from divulging, let 11 feed 
Even on the pith of life. Where is he gone? 
Queen. To draw apart the body he hath 
_ kill’d; i 4 

O’er whom his very madness, like some ore 
Among a mineral of metals base. 

Shows itself pure: he weens for what is done. 

n mg. O Gertrude! civne away. ;8 

The sun no sooner shall the mountains touch 
But we will ship him hence; and this vile deed 
We must, with all our majesty and skill. 

Both countenance and excuse. Ho! Guilden- 
stem! 32 

Re-enter rosencrantz and guildenstern 
Friends both, go join von with some further aid: 
Hamlet in madness hath Polomus slain. 

And from his mother’s closet hath he dragg’d 
him: 

Go seek him out; speak fair, and bring the body 
Into the chapel. 1 pray you, haste in this, 37 
[Exeunt rosencrantz and guildenstern. 
Come, Gertrude, we’ll call up our wisest friends', 
And let them know both what we mean to do. 
And what's untimely done: so, haply, slander. 
Whose whisper o’er the world’s diameter, 41 
As level as the cannon to his blank 
Transports his poison'd shot, may miss our 
name. 

And hit the woundless air. O! come away; 4< 
My soul is full of discord and dismay. {Exeunt. 

Scene n .—Another Room in the Same. 

Enter hamlet. 

Ham. Safely stowed. 

Guii. ) Hamlet! Lord Hamlet 1 

_ Ham. What noise? who calls on Hamlet? 
O! here they come. 4 
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SCENE n] 

Enter rosencrante and ouildenstern. 
Eos. What have you done, my lord, with the 
dead body? 


Ham. At supper. 

King. At supper! Where? 

Ham. Not where he eats, but where he is 


Ham. Compounded it with dust, whereto'til eaten: a certain convocation of politic worms 

l.:_ o'on of kirvv Vftlir UIArm il irnu* nnl.t 


kin. 

Eos. Tell us where 'tis, that we may take it 
thence 

And bear it to the chapel. 8 

Ham. Do not believe it. 

Eos. Believe what ? 

Ham. That I can keep your counsel and not 
mine own. Besides, to be demanded of a sponge! 


are e’en at him. Your worm is your only 
emperor for diet: we fat all creatures else to fat 
us, and we fat ourselves for maggots: your fat 
king and your lean beggar is but variable ser¬ 
vice; two dishes, but to one table: that’s the 
end. 

King. Alas, alas! as 

Ham. A man may fish with the worm that 


what replication should be made by the son of hath eat of a king, and eat of die fish that 
a king? .14 hath fed of that worm. 


Eos. Take you me for a sponge, my lord? 
Ham. Ay, sir, that soaks up the king's 
countenance, his rewards, his authorities. But 
such officers do the king best service in the end: 
he keeps them, like an ape, in the comer of his 


King. What dost thou mean by this? 3a 
Ham. Nothing, but to show you how a king 
may go a progress through the guts of a beggar. 
King. Where is Polonius ? 35 

—-- , Ham. In heaven; send thither to see: if 

jaw; first mouthed, to be last swallowed: when your messenger find him not there, seek him 
he needs what you have gleaned, it is but }• (he other place yourself. But, indeed, if you 
squeezing you, and, sponge, you shall be dry find him not within this month, you shall nose 

him as you go up the stairs into the lobby. 40 
King. [To some Attendants.] Go seek him 
there. 

Ham. He will stay till you come. 

[Exeunt Attendants. 
King. Hamlet, this deed, for thine especial 
safety, 

Which we do tender, as we dearly grieve 44 
For that which thou hast done, must send thee 
hence 

With fiery quickness: therefore prepare thyself 
The bark is ready, and the wind at help, 

The associates tend, and every thing is bent 48 
For England. 

Ham. For England! 

King. Ay, Hamlet. 

Ham. Good. 

King. So is it, if thou knew’st our purposes. 
Ham. I see a cherub that sees them. But, 
come; for England! Farewell, dear mother, 52 
King. Thv loving father, Hamlet. 

Ham. My mother: father and mother is man 
and wife, man and wife is one flesh, and so, my 
mother. Come, for England! [Exit. 

King. Follow him at foot; tempt him with 
speed aboard: ... , ,. 57 

Delay it not, I’ll have him hence to-night. 
Away! for every thing is seal'd and done 
That else leans on the affair: pray you, make 
haste. 60 

I Exeunt rosencrantz and ouildenstern. 
And England if my love thou hold’st at aught,— 
As my great power thereof may give thee sense, 
Since yet thy cicatrice looks raw and red 
After the Danish sword, and thy free awe *4 
Pays homage to us.—thou mayst not coldly set 
Our sovereign process, which imports at full. 
By letters conjuring to that effect. 

The present death of Hamlet. Do it, England; 
For like the hectic in my blood he rages,, «* 
And thou must cure me. Till I know tis done. 
Howe’er my haps, my joys were ne er begu n. 


again. *3 

Eos. I understand you not, my lord. 

Ham. I am glad of it: a knavish speech 
sleeps in a foolish ear. 

Eos. My lord, you must tell us where the 
body is, and go with us to the king. 28 

Ham. The body is with the king, but the 
king is not with the body. The king is a thing— 
Guil. A thing, my lord! 

Ham. Of nothing: bring me to him. Hide 
fox, and all after. [Exeunt. 

Scene HI.— Another Eoom in the Same. 
Enter kino, attended. 

King. I have sent to seek him, and to find 
the body. , , 

How dangerous is it that this man goes loose! 
Yet must not we put the strong law on him: 
He’s lov’d of the distracted multitude, 4 
Who like not in their judgment, but their eyes; 
And where ’tis so, the offender’s scourge is 
weigh'd. 

But never the offence. To bear all smooth and 
even, 

This sudden sending him away must seem 8 
Deliberate pause: diseases desperate grown 
By desperate appliance are reliev’d. 

Or not at alL 

Enter rosencrantz. 

How now! wliat hath befall’n? 
Eos. Where the dead body is bestow’d, my 
lord, 12 

We cannot get from him. , , „ 

King. But where is he? 

Ros. Without, my lord; guarded, to know 
your pleasure. 

King. Bring him before us. , . , 

Ros. Ho, Guildenstern! bring In my lord. 1* 

Enter hamlet and ouildenstern. 

King. Now, Hamlet, where's Polonius? 
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(act IV 


ScENE fV .—A Plain in Denmark. 

Enter fokunbkas, a Captain, and Soldiers, 
marching. 

For. Oo, captain, from me greet the Danish 
king; 

Tell him that, by his licence, Forrinbras 
Claims the conveyance of a promis’d march 
Over his kingdom. You know the rendezvous. 
If that his majesty would aught with us. 

We shall express our duty in his eye. 

And let him know so. 

Cap. I will do’t, my lord. 

For. Go softly on. * 

[Exeunt fortinbras and Soldiers. 

Enter HAMLET, ROSENCRANTZ, GUILD ENSTERN, 
dec. 

Ham. Good sir, whose powers are these? 
Cap. They are of Norway, sir. 

Ham. How purpos’d, sir, I pray you? 

Cap. Against some part of Poland. is 
Ham. Who commands them, sir? 

Cap. ThenephewtooldNorway,Fortinbras. 
Ham. Goes it against the main of Poland, 
sir. 

Or for some frontier? is 

Cap. Truly to speak, and with no addition. 
We go to gain a little patch of ground 
That hath in it no profit but the name. 

To pay five ducats, five, I would not farm it; 20 
Nor will it yield to Norway or the Pole 
A ranker rate, should it be sold in fee. 

Ham. Why, then the Polack never will de¬ 
fend it. 

Cap. Yes, 'tis already garrison’d. 24 

Ham. Two thousand souls and twenty thou¬ 
sand ducats 

Will not debate the question of this straw: 
This is the imposthume of much wealth and 
peace, 

That inward breaks, and shows no cause with¬ 
out 28 

Why the man dies. I humbly thank you, sir. 
Cap. God be wi’ you, sir. [£xif. 

Ros. Will’t please you go, my lord? 

Ham.' I’ll be with you straight. Go a little 
before. [Exeunt all except hamlet. 

How all occasions do inform against me, 32 
And spur my dull revenge 1 What is a man. 

If his chief good and market of his time 
Be but to sleep and feed? a beast, no more. 
Sure he that made us with such large discourse. 
Looking before and after, gave us not 
That capability and god-like reason 
To fust in us unus’d. Now, whe’r it be 
Bestial oblivion, or some craven scruple 40 
Of thinking too precisely on the event, 

A thought, which, quarter’d, hath but one part 
wisdom. 

And ever three parts coward, I do not know 
Why yet I live to say ‘This thing's to do’; 44 
Sith I have cause mid will ana strength and 


To do’t Examples gross as earth exhort me: 
Witness this army of such mass and charge 


Led by a delicate and tender prince, 4s 
Whose spirit with divine ambition puff’d 
Makes mouths at the invisible event 
Exposing what is mortal and unsure 
To all that fortune, death and danger dare, 52 
Even for an egg-shell. Rightly to be great 
Is not to stir without great argument 
But greatly to find quarrel in a straw 
When honour’s at the stake. How stand I then. 
That have a father kill'd, a mother stain’d, 37 
Excitements of my reason and my blood. 

And let all sleep, while, to my shame, I see 
The imminent death of twenty thousand men, 
That for a fantasy and trick of fame, 61 
Go to their graves like beds, fight for a plot 
Whereon the numbers cannot try the cause, 
Which is not tomb enough and continent 64 
To hide the slain? O! from this time forth. 
My thoughts be bloody, or be nothing worth! 

lExit. 

Scene V. — Elsinore. A Room in the Castle. 
Enter queen, Horatio, and a Gentleman. 
Queen. I will not speak with her. 

Gent. She is importunate, indeed distract: 
Her mood will needs be pitied. 

Queen. What would she have": 

Gent. Sne speaks much of her father; says 
she hears 4 

There’s tricks 1’ the world; and hems, anu beats 
her heart; 

Spurns enviously at straws; speaks things in 
doubt. 

That carry but half sense: her speech is nothing. 
Yet the unshaped use of it doth move 8 
The hearers to collection; they aim at it. 

And botch the words up fit to their own thoughts; 
Which, as her winks, and nods, and gestures 
yield them. 

Indeed would make one think there might be 
thought, 12 

Though nothing sure, yeffmuch unhappily. 
Hot. Twere good she were spoken with, for 
she may strew 

Dangerous conjectures in ill-breeding minds. 

Queen. Let her come in. | Exit Gentleman. 
To my sick soul, as sin's true nature is, 17 
Each toy seems prologue to some great amiss: 
So full of artless jealousy is guilt. 

It spills itself in fearing to be spilt. 20 

Re-enter Gentleman, with Ophelia. 

Oph. Where is the beauteous majesty of 
Denmark? 

Queen. How now, Ophelia I 

Oph. How should I your true love know 

From another one? 24 

By his cockle hat end staff. 

And his sandal shoon. 

■ Queen. Alas! sweet lady, what imports this 
song? 

Oph. Say you? nay, pray you, mark. ** 

He is dead and gone, lady, 

Ho is dead and gone; 

At his head a grass-green tui£ 

At hie heels e stone. 
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O, hot 

Queen. Nay, but Ophelia,— 

Uph. Pray you, mark. 

White h» shroud *» the mountain enow, — 36 

Enter kino. 

Queen. Alas! look here, my lord. 

Oph. Larded with sweet flowers; 

Which bewept to the grave did go 
With true-love showers. 40 

King. How do you, pretty lady? 

Oph. Well, God ’ild you! They say the owl 
was a baker's daughter. Lord! we know what 
we are, but know not what we may be. God be 


at your table! 45 

King. Conceit upon her father. 

Oph. Pray you, let’s have no words of this; but 
when they ask you what it means, say you this: 
To-morrow is Saint Valentine’s day, 49 

All in the morning betime. 

And I a maid at your window. 

To be your Valentine: 52 

Then up he rose, and donn’d his clothes. 

And dupp’d the chamber door; 

Let m the maid, that out a maid 
Never departed more. 56 


King. Pretty Ophelia! 

Oph. Indeed, la! without an oath. I’ll make 
an end on't: 

By Gis and by Saint Chanty, 

Alack, and fie for shame! 60 

Young men will do’t, if they come to't; 

By Cock they arc lo blame. 

Quoth she, before you tumbled me, 

You promis'd me to wed: 64 

So would 1 ha' done, by yonder sun, 

An thou hadst not come to my bed. 

King. How long hath she been thus? 67 
Oph. 1 hope all will be well. We must be 
patient; but 1 cannot choose but weep, to think 
they should lay him i’ the cold ground. My 
brother shall know of it: and sc I thank you 
foryourgoodcounsel. Come, my coach! Good¬ 
night, ladies; good-night, sweet ladies; good¬ 
night, good-night. [Exit. 

King. Follow her close; give her good watch, 
I pray you. [Exit HORATIO. 

O! this is the poison of deep grief; it springs 76 
All from her father’s death. O Gertrude, Ger- 
trade! 

When sorrows come, they come not single spies. 
But in battalions. First, her father slain; 

Next, your son gone; but he most violent 
author 80 

Of his own just remove: the people muddied. 
Thick and unwholesome in their thoughts and 
whispers, 

For good Polonius’ death; and we have done 
but greenly, 

in hugger-mugger to Inter him: poor Ophelia 
uivided from herself and her fair judgment, 85 
Without the which we are pictures, or mere 
* beasts: 

Gist, and as much containing as all these, 
ner brother is in secret come from France, 88 
reeds on his wonder, keeps himself in clouds. 


And wants not buz z ers to infect Ms ear 
With pestilent speeches of his father’s death; 
Wherein necessity, of matter beggar’d, 92 

Will nothing stick our person to arraign 
In ear and ear, O my dear Gertrude! this. 
Like to a murdering-piece, in many places 
Gives me superfluous death. [A noise within. 
Queen. Alack 1 what noise is this? 

Enter a Gentleman. 

King. Where are my Switzers? Let them 
guard the door. 97 

What is the matter? 

Gen. Save yourself, my lord; 

The ocean, overpeering of his list, 

Eats not the flats with more impetuous haste 
Than young Laertes, in a riotous head, 101 
O'erbears your officers. The rabble call Mm 
lord; 

And, as the world were now but to begin. 
Antiquity forgot, custom not known, 104 
The ratifiers and props of every word. 

They cry, ‘Choose we; Laertes shall be king!’ 
Capa, hands, and tongues, applaud it to the 
clouds. 

‘Laertes shall be king, Laertes king!’ ro8 
Queen. How cheerfully on the false trail they 
cry! 

O! this is counter, you false Danish dogsl 
King. The doors are broke. INoise within. 


Enter LAERTES, armed; Danes following. 
Laer. Where is the king? Sirs, stand yon all 
without. 112 

Danes. No, let’s come in. 

Laer. I pray you, give me leave, 

Danes. We will, we will. 

[They retire without the door. 
Laer. I thank you: keep the door. O thou 
vile king! 

Give me my father. 

Queen. Calmly, good Laertes, tie 

Laer. That drop of blood that’s calm pro¬ 
claims me bastard. 

Cries cuckold to my father, brands the harlot 
Even here, between die chaste unsmirched brow 
Of my true mother. 

King. What is the cause, Laertes. 

That thy rebellion looks so giant-like? 121 
Let Mm go, Gertrude; do not fear our person: 
There's such divinity doth hedge a king. 

That treason can but peep to what it would, 
Acts little of his will. Tell me, Laertes, 12s 
Why thou art thus incens’d. Let him go, Ger¬ 
trude. 

Speak, man. 

Laer. Where is my father? 

King. Dead. 

Queen. But not by him. 

King. Let Mm demand Ms fill. 128 

Laer. How came he dead? I’ll not be juggled 
with. 

To hell, allegiance! vows, to the blackest devil! 
Conscience and grace, to the profoundest pit! 
I dare damnation. To this point I stand, 132 
That both the worlds I give to negligence. 
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let come what comes; only I'll be reveng’d 
Most throughly for my father. 

King. Who shall stay you? 

Laer. My will, not all the world: 136 

And, for my means. I'll husband them so well. 
They shall go far with little. 

King. Good Laertes, 

If you desire to know the certainty 
Of your dear father’s death, is’t writ in your 
revenge, 140 

That, swoopstake, you will draw both friend and 
foe. 

Winner and loser? 

Laer. None but his enemies. 

King. Will you know them then? 

Laer. To his good friends thus wide I’ll ope 
my amis; 144 

And uke the kind life-rendering pelican. 
Repast them with my blood. 

King. Why, now you speak 

Like a good child and a true gentleman. 

That I am guiltless of your father’s death, 148 
And am most sensibly in grief for it. 

It shall as level to your judgment pierce 
As day does to your eye. 

Danes. [ Within.] Let her come in. 

Laer. How nowl what noise is that? 15* 

Re-enter OPHELIA. 

O heat, dry up my brains! tears seven times salt. 
Hum out the sense and virtue of mine eye 1 
Hy heaven, thy madness shall be paid by weight, 
TUI our scale turn the beam. O rose of May! 
iJear maid, kind sister, sweet Ophelia! 157 

.) heavens! is’t possible a young maid’s wits 
Should be as mortal as an old man’s life? 
Nature is fine in love, and where ‘tis fine 160 
it sends some precious instance of itself 
After the thing it loves. 

Ophf They bore him barefte’d on the bier; 

Hey non nonny, nonny, hey nonny; 164 

And in his grave rain'd many a tear;— 

Fare you well, my dove! 

Laer. Hadst thou thy wits, and didst per¬ 
suade revenge. 

It could not move thus. rss 

Opt z. You mutt sing, a-down a-down. 

And you call him a-down-a. 

O how the wheel becomes it I It is the false 
steward that stole his master’s daughter. 111 
Laer. This nothing’s more than matter. 
Oph. There’s rosemary, that's for remem¬ 
brance; pray, love, remember: and there is 
pansies, that’s for thoughts. 176 

Laer. A document in madness, thoughts and 
remembrance fitted. 

Oph. There’sfennelforyou,andcolumblnes; 
there's rue for you; and here’s some for me; 
we may call it herb of grace o’ Sundays. OI you 
must wear your rue with a difference. There’s a 
daisy; I would give you some violets, but they 
withered all when my father died. They say he 
made a good end,— 185 

For bonny sweet Robin is iO ay Joy. 


[ACT IV 

laer. Thought and affliction, passion, hell 


itself. 

She turns to favour and to prettiness. 188 
Oph. And will he not come again 7 
And will he not come again ? 

No, no, he is dead; 

Go to thy death-bed, 192 

He never will come again. 

His beard was as white as snow 
All flaxen was his poll. 

He is gone, he is gone, X96 

And we cast away moan: 

God ha’ mercy on his soul! 

And of all Christian souls! I pray God. God be 
wi’ye! IEai'i. 

Laer. Do you see this, O God? 201 


King. Laertes, 1 must common with your 
grief. 

Or you deny me right Go but apart, 

Make choice of whom your wisest friends you 

Will, 2C4 

And they shall hear and judge 'twist you and 
me. 

If by direct or by collateral hand 
They find us touch’d, we will our kingdom give, 
Our crown, our life, and all that we call ours, 70s 
To you in satisfaction; but if not, 

Be you content to lend your patience to us, 
And we shall jointly labour with your soul 
To give it due content. 

laer. Let this be so: aia 

His means of death, his obscure burial, 
Notrophy,sword,norhatchmeuto’er his bones, 
No noble rite nor formal ostentation. 

Cry to be heard, as ’twere from heaven to earth, 
That I must call’t in question. 

King. So you shall; 217 

And where the offence is let the great axe fall. 
1 pray you go with me. j Exeunt. 

Scene VI. —Another Room in the Same. 

Enter horatio aQd a Servant. 

Hot. What are they that would speak with 
me? 

Serr. Sailors, sir: they say, they have letters 
for you. 

Hor. Let them come in. {Exit Servant. 
I do not know from what part cf the world 4 
I should be greeted, if not from Lord Hamlet. 

Enter Sailors. 

First Sail. God bless you, sir. 

Hor. Let him bless thee too. 

Sec. Sail. He shall, sir, an’t please him. 
There's a letter for you, sir;—it comes from 
the ambassador that was bound for England;— 
if your name be Horatio, as 1 am let to know 
it is. 1* 

Hor. Horatio, when thou shall have over¬ 
looked this, give these fellows some means to the 
king: they have letters for him. Ere we were 
two days old at sea, a pirate of very war-like 
appointment ga -e 1 is chase. Finding ourselves 
too slow of sail, we put on a compelled valour ; 
in the grapple I boarded them: on the instant 
they got clear of our ship, so 1 alone became 
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their prisoner. They have dealt Kith me like 
thieves of mercy, but they knew what they did; 
l am to do a good turn for them, let the king 
have the letters I have sent; and repair thou to 
me with as much haste as thou wouldsl fly 
death. I have words to speak in thine ear will 
make thee dumb; yet are they much too light 
for the bore of the matter. These good fellows 
will bring thee where I am. Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern hold their course for England; of 
them I have much to tell thee. Farewell. 

He that thou knowest thine, 32 
Hamlet. 

Come, I will give you way for these your letters; 
And do’t the speedier, that you may direct me 
To him from whom you brought them. [Exeunt. 

Scene VU.— Another Room in the Same. 

Enter kino and Laertes. 

King. Now must your conscience my acquit¬ 
tance seal. 

And you must put me in your heart for friend, 
Sith you have heard, and with a knowing ear, 
1 hat he which hath your nobie father slain 4 
Pursu'd my life. 

Laer. It well appears: but tell me 

Why you proceeded not against these feats, 

So crimeful and so capital in nature. 

As by your safety, wisdom, all things else, 8 
You mainly were stirr'd up. 

King. O! for two special reasons; 

Which may to you, perhaps, seem much un- 
sinew’d, 

But yet to me they are strong. The queen his 
mother 

I ives almost by his looks, and for myself,— is 
My virtue or my plague, be it either which,— 
She's so conjunctive to my life and soul, 

That, as the star moves not but in his sphere, 
1 could not but by her. The other motive, 16 
Why to a public count I might not go, 

Is the great love the general gender beur him; 
Who, dipping all his faults in their affection. 
Would, like the spring that turneth wood to 
stone, 20 

Convert his gyves to graces; so that my arrows, 
foo slightly timber'd for so loud a wind. 
Would have reverted to my bow again. 

And not where l had aim’d them. 24 

Laer. And so have I a noble father lost; 

A sister driven into desperate terms. 

Whose worth, if praises may go back again, 
Stood challenger on mount of all the age 28 
r or her perfections. But my revenge will come. 
King. Break not your sleeps for that; you 
must not think 

That we are made of stuff so flat and dull 
That we can let our beard be shook w ith danger 
And think it pastime. You shortly shall hear 
more; 33 

■ rav'd your father, and we love ourself, 
phd that, I hope, will teach you to imagine,— 

Enter a Messenger. 

How now! what news} 


Mess. Letters, my lord, from Hamlet: 
This to your majesty ; this to the queen. 37 
King. From Hamlet! who brought them? 
Mess. Sailors, my lord, they say; 1 saw them 
not: 

They were given me by Claudio, he receiv'd 
them 40 

Of him that brought them. 

King. Laertes, you shall hear them. 

Leave us. [Exit Messenger. 

High and mighty, you shall know 1 am set 
naked on your kingdom. To-morrow shall I 
beg leave to see your kingly eyes; when I shall, 
first asking your pardon thereunto, recount the 
occasions of my sudden and more strange re¬ 
turn. Hamlet. 

What should this mean? Are all the rest come 
back ? 4v 

Or is it some abuse and no such thing? 
later. Know you the baud? 

King. 'Tis Hamlet’s character. ‘Naked’, 
And in a postscript here, he says, ‘alone’. 32 
Can you advise rne ? 

Laer. I.’m lost in it, my loid. But let him 
come: 

It warms the very sickness in my heart. 

That I shall live and tell him to his teeth, 56 
‘Thus diddest thou’. 

King. If it be so, Laertes, 

As how should it be so? bow otherwise? 

Will you be rul’d by me 7 
Laer. Ay, my lord; 

So you will not o’er-rule me to a peace. 60 
King. To thine own peace. If he be now re¬ 
turn’d. 

As checking at his voyage, and that he means 
No more to undertake it, 1 will work him 
To an exploit, now ripe in my device, 64 
Under the which he shall not choose but fall; 
Andfor his death nowindofblameshall breathe, 
But even his mother shall uncharge the practice 
And call it accident. 

Laer. My lord, I will be rul’d; <8 

The rather, if you could devise it so 
That I might be the organ. 

King. It falls right. 

You have been talk’d of since your travel much. 
And that in Hamlet’s bearing, for a quality 72 
Wherein, they say, you shine; your sum of parts 
Did not together pluck such envy from lmn 
As did that one, and that, in my regard. 

Of the unworthiest siege. 

Laer. What part is that, my lord? 76 

King. A very riband in 1 he cap of youth. 
Yet needful too; for youth no less becomes 
The light and careless livery that it wears 
Than settled age his sables and his weeds, 80 
Importing health and graveness. Two months 
since 

Here was a gentleman of Normandy: 

I’ve seen myself, and set v’d against, the French, 
And they can well on horseback; but this gal¬ 
lant 84 

Had witchcraft in’t, he grew Into his seat. 
And to such wondrous doing brought his hone. 
As be had been mcorps’d and demi-natur’d 
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With the brave beast; so far be topp'd my 
thought, ss 

That I, in forgery of shapes and tricks. 

Come short of what he did. 

Laer. A Norman was’t? 

King. A Norman. 

Laer. Upon my life, Latnord. 

King. The very same. 92 

Laer. I know him well; he is the brooch 
indeed 

And gem of all the nation. 

King. He made confession ot you. 

And gave you such a masterly report 96 

For art and exercise in your defence. 

And for your rapier most especially, 

That he cried out, ’twould be a sight indeed 
If one could match you; the scrimers of their 
nation, 100 

He swore, had neither motion, guard, nor eye. 
If you oppos’d them. Sir, this report of his 
Did Hamlet so envenom with his envy 
That he could nothing do but wish and beg 104 
Your sudden coming o’er, to play with him. 
Now, out of this,— 

Laer. What out of this, my lord? 

King. Laertes, was your father dear to you? 
Or are you like the painting of a sorrow, 108 
A face without a heart? 

Laer. Why ask you this? 

King. Not that I think you did not love your 
father. 

But that I know love is begun by time. 

And that I see, in passages of proof, its 
Time qualifies the spark and fire of it. 

There lives within the very flame of love 
A kind of wick or snuff that will abate it. 

And nothing is at a like goodness still, 116 
For goodness, growing to a plurisy. 

Dies in his own too-much. That we would do. 
We should do when we would, for this ‘ would* 
changes, 

And hath abatements and delays as many 120 
As there are tongues, are hands, are accidents; 
And then this’should’ is like a spendthrift sigh. 
That hurts by easing. But, to the quick o’ the 
ulcer; 

Hamlet comes back; what would you undertake 
To show yourself your father's son in deed 125 
More than in words? 

Laer. To cut his throat i’ the church. 
King. No place, indeed, should murder saac¬ 
tualize; 

Revenge should have no bounds. But, good 
Laertes, 128 

Will you do this, keep close within your chamber. 
Hamlet return’d shall know you are come home; 
We’ll put on those shall praise your excellence. 
And set a double varnish on the fame 132 
The Frenchman gave you, bring you, in fine, 
together, 

And wager on your heads: he, being remiss. 
Most generous and free from all contriving. 
Will not peruse the foils; so that, with ease 13s 
Or with a little shuffling, you may choose 
A sword unbated, and, in a pats of practice 
Requite him fair your father. 
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Laer. I win do’t; 

And, for that purpose, TO anoint my sword. 140 
I bought an unction of a mountebank. 

So mortal that, but dip a knife in it. 

Where it draws blood no cataplasm so rare. 
Collected from all simples that have virtue 144 
Under the moon, can save the thing from death 
That is but scratch’d withal; TO touch my point 
With this contagion, that, if I gall him slightly. 
It may be death. 

King. Let’s further think of this; 14* 

Weigh what convenience both of time and 
means 

May fit us to our shape. If this should fail. 
And that our drift look through our bad per¬ 
formance 131 

Twere better not assay’d; therefore this project 
Should have a back or second, that might hold. 
If this should blast in proof. Soft! let me see; 
We'll make a solemn wager on your cunnings: 
I ha’t: 156 

When in your motion you are hot and dry,— 
As make your bouts more violent to that end,— 
And that he calls for drink. I’ll have prepar’d 

him 

A chalice for the nonce, whereon but sipping. 
If he by chance escape your venom'd stuck, im 
O ur purpose may hold there. But stay! what 
noise? 

Enter Quran. 

How now, sweet queen! 

Queen. One woe doth tread upon another’s 
heel, 164 

So fast they follow: your sister’s drown’d, 
Laertes. 

Laer. Drown’d! O, where? 

Queen. There is a willow grows aslant a 
brook, 

That shows his hoar leaves in the glassy stream; 
There with fantastic garlands did she come, 169 
Of crow-flowers, nettles, daisies, and long 
purples. 

That liberal shepherds give a grosser name. 
But our cold maids do dead men’s fingers call 
them: 172 

There, on the pendent boughs her coronet weeds 
Clambering to hang, an envious sliver broke. 
When down her weedy trophies and herself 
Fell in the weeping brook. Her clothes spread 
wide, 176 

And, mermaid-Hlce, awhile they bore her up; 
Which time she chanted snatches of old tunes, 
As one incapable of her own distress. 

Or like a creature native and indu’d ilo 

Unto that element; but long it could not be 
Till that her garments, heavy with their drink. 
Pull’d the poor wretch from her melodious lay 
To muddy death. 

Laer. Alas! then, she is drown’d? 184 
Queen. Drown’d, drown’d. 

Laer. Too much of water hast thou, poor 
Ophelia, 

And therefore I forbid my tears; but yet 
It is out trick, nature her custom holds, lR8 

Let shame say what it will; when these are gone 
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The woman will be out Adieu, my lord! 

I have a speech of fire, that fain would blaze, 
But that this folly douts it. [Exit. 

King. Let’s fbllow, Gertrude. 

How much I had to do to calm his ragel i »3 
Now fear I this will give it start again; 
Therefore let’s follow. [ Exeunt. 

ACT V 

Scene I.— A Churchyard. 

Ente' two Clowns, with spades and mattock. 
First Clo. Is she to be buried in Christian 
burial that wilfully seeks her own salvation? 

Sec. Clo. 1 tell thee she is; and therefore 
make her grave straight: the crowner hath sat 
on her, and finds it Christian burial. 5 

First Clo. How can that be, unless she 
drowned herself in her own defence? 

Sec. Clo. Why, ’tis found so. 

First Clo. It must be se offendendo • it can¬ 
not be else. For here lies the point; if I drown 
myself wittingly it argues an act; and an act 
hath three branches; it is, to act, to do, and to 
perform: argal, she drowned herself wittingly. 
Sec. Clo. Nay, but hear you, goodman driver— 
First Clo. Give me leave. Here lies the 
water; good: here stands the man: good: if the 
man go to this water, and drown himself, it is, 
will he, nill he, he goes; mark you that? but if 
the water come to him, and drown him, he 
drowns not himself: argal, he that is not guilty 
of his own death shortens not his own life. 21 
Sec. Clo. But is this law? 

First Clo. Ay, marry, is’t; crowner’s Quest 
law. 24 

Sec. Clo. Will you ha’ the truth on’t? If this 
had not been a gentlewoman she should have 
been buried out o’ Christian burial. 27 

First Clo. Why, there thou sayest; and the 
more pity that great folk should have counte¬ 
nance in this world to drown or hang them¬ 
selves more than their even Christian. Come, 
my spade. There is no ancient gentlemen but 
gardeners, ditchers, and grave-makers; they 
hold up Adam’s profession. 34 

Sec. Clo. Was he a gentleman? 

First Clo. A’ was the first that ever bore arms. 
Sec. Clo. Why, he had none. 37 

First Clo. What! art a heathen? How dost 
thou understand the Scripture? The Scripture 
says, Adam digged; could he dig without arms ? 
I’ll put another question to thee: If thou an- 
swerest me not to the purpose, confess thyself— 
Sec. Clo. Go to. 43 

First Clo. What is he that builds stronger 
than either the mason, the shipwright, or the 
carpenter? 

Sec. Clo. The gallows-maker; for that frame 
outlives a thousand tenants. . _ 4* 

First Clo. I like thy wit well, in good faith; 
the gallows does well, but how does it well? it 
does well to those that do ill; now thou dost ill 
to say the gallows is built stronger than the 
church: argal, the gallows may do well to thee. 
To’t again; coma. 


Sec. Clo. Who builds stronger than a mason, 
a shipwright, or a carpenter? 36 

First Clo. Ay, tell me that, and unyoke. 

Sec. Clo. Marry, now I can tell. 

First Clo. To’t. 

Sec. Clo. Mass, I cannot tell. 60 

Enter hamlet and hokatio at a distance. 

First Clo. Cudgel thy brains no more about 
it, for your dull ass will not mend his pace with 
beating; and, when you are asked this question 
next, say, ‘a grave-maker’: the houses that he 
makes last till doomsday. Go, get thee to 
Yaughan; fetch me a stoup of liquor. 

[Exit Second Clown. 

First Clown digs , and sings. 

in youth, wbcD I did love, did love, 

Methought it wu very tweet, 68 

To contract, O] the time, for-a my behove, 

OE me thought there was nothing meet. 

Ham. Has this fellow no feeling of his busi¬ 
ness, that he sings at grave-making? 72 

Hor. Custom hath made it in him a property 
of easiness. 

Ham. 'Tis e’en so; the hand of little employ¬ 
ment hath the daintier sense. 76 

First Clo. 

But age, with his stealing steps. 

Hath claw'd me in his dutch. 

And hath shipped me intil the land. 

As if 1 bad never been such. 80 

[Throws up a skull. 

Ham. That skull had a tongue in it, and 
could sing once; how the knave jowls it to the 
ground, as if it were Cain’s jaw-bone, that did 
the first murder 1 This might be the bate of a 
politician, which this ass now o’er-omcet, one 
that would circumvent God, might it not? 86 

Hor. It might, my lord. 

Ham. Or of a courtier, which could say, 
‘Good morrow, sweet lord! How dost thou, 
good lord?’ This might be my Lord Such-a- 
one, that praised my Lord Such-a-one’s horse. 



Worm’s | chapless, and knocked about the maz- 
zard with a sexton's spade. Here’s fine revo¬ 
lution, an we bad the trick to see’t. Did these 
bones cost no more the breeding but to play at 
loggats with 'em? mine ache to think on’t. 

First Clo. 

A rack-axe, and « spade, a spade, too 

For end t shrouding sheet; 

Ol e pH of clay for to be made 
For such e guest Is meet. 

[Throws up another skull. 

Ham. There’a another: why may not that be 
the skull of a lawyer? Where be his quiddities 
now, his quillets, his cases, his tenures, and his 
tricks? why does he suffer this rude knave now 
to knock him about the sconce with a dirty 
shovel, and will not tell him of his action of 
battery? Huml This fellow might be in *s dme 
a great buyer of land, with his atatutee, his re- 
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cognizances, his fines, his double vouchers, his 
recoveries; is this the fine of his fines, and the 
recovery of his recoverie s to have his fine pate 
full of fine dirt? wnl his voucheis vouch him no 
more of his purchases, and double ones too, 
than the length and breaotn of a pair of inden¬ 
tures? The very conveyance of his lands will 
hardly lie in this box, and must the inheritor 
himself have no more, hu ? 120 

Hor. Not a jot more, my lord. 

Ham. Is not parchment madeof sheep-skins? 
Hor. Ay, my lord, and of calf-shins too. t -t 
Ham. They are sheep and calves which seek 
out assurance in that. X will speak to this fel¬ 
low. Whose grave’s this, sir? 

First Clo. Mine, sir, 

O! a pit of clay for to be made 1:8 

For such a goes; is meet. 

Ham. I think it be thine, indeed; for thou 
liesc iu’t. 

First Clo. You lie out on't, sit, and therefore 
it is not yours; for my part, i do not lie m’t, 
and yet it is mine. 134 

Hum. Thou dost lie in't, to be in’t and say 
it is thine: ’tis for tile dead, not for the quick; 
therefore thou best. 

First Clo. ’Tis a quick lie, sir; ’twill away 
again, from me to you. 

Ham. What man dost thou dig it for? 140 
First Clo. For no man, sir. 

Ham. What woman, then ? 

First Clo. For none, neither. 

Ham. Who is to be buried in’t? 144 

First Clo. One that was a woman, sir; but, 
rest her soul, she's dead. 

Ham. How absolute the knave is! we must 
speak by the card, or equivocation »ill undo us. 
By the Lord, Horatio, these three years I have 
taken note of it: the age is gtown so picked 
that the toe of the peasant comes so near the 
heel of the courtier, he galls his kibe. How long 
hast thou been a grave-maker? t5a 

First Llo. Of all the days 1’ the year, I came 
to’t that day that our last KJpg Hamlet over¬ 
came Foriinbras. 156 

Ham. How long is that since’ 

First Clo. Cannot you tell that? every fool 
can tell that; it was the very day that young 
Hamlet was born; he that is mad, and sent into 
England. :Si 

Ham. Ay, marry; why was he sent into 
England? 

First Clo. Why, because he was mad: he 
shall recover his wits there; or, if he do not, 'tis 
no great matter there. 166 

Ham. Why? 

First Clo. ’Twill not be seen in him there; 
there the men are as mad as he. 169 

Ham. How came he mad? 

First Clo. Very strangely, they say. 

Ham. How strangely? 172 

First Clo. Faith, e’en with losing his wits. 
Ham. Upon what ground ? 

First Clo. Why, here in Denmark; I have 
been sexton here, man and boy. thirty years. 1 -« 


Ham. How long will a man lie i* the earth 
ere he rot ? 

first Clo. Faith, if he be not rotten before 
he die,—as we have many pocky corses r.ow-a- 
duys, that will scarce hold the laying in,—he 
will last you some eight year or nine year; a 
tanner will last you nine year. 

Ham. Why he more than another? iSj 
first Clo. Why, sir, his hide isso tanned with 
his trade that he wilt keep out water a great 
while, and your water is a sore decayer of your 
whoreson dead body. Here s a skull now; this 
skull hath iain you i' the earth three-and-twenty 
years. 1911 

Ham. Whose was it? 

first Clo. A whoreson mad fellow’s it was: 
whose do you think it was? 

Ham. Nay, 1 know not. 194 

first Llo. A pestilence on him for a mad 
rogue! a’ poured a flagon of Rhenish on my 
head once. This same skull, sir, was Yonck’s 
skull, the king’s jester. 

Ham. This! 

first Clo. E’en that. 200 

Ham. Let me see.— 1 Fakes the skull.] —Alas! 
poor Yorick. 1 knew him, Horatio; a fellow ol 
infinite jest, of most excellent fancy; lie hath 
borne me on his back a thousand times; and 
now, how abhorred 111 my imagination it is! my 
gorge rises at it. Here hung those lips that 1 
have kissed l know not how oft. Where be your 
gibes now? your gambols? your songs? your 
flashes of merriment, that were wont to set the 
table on a ro.tr? Not one now, to mock your 
own grinning? quite chapfallen? Now get you 
to my lady s chamber, and tell her, let her paint 
an inch thick, to this favour she must come; 
make her laugh at that. Prithee, Horatio, tel! 
tne one thing. 

Hor. What's that, mv lord? 

Ham. Dost thou think Alexander looked o’ 
this fashion i’ the earth? 

Hor. F’en so. 

Ham. And smelt so? rah! 22c 

[Puts down the skull. 

Hor. F.’en so. my lord. 

Ham. To what base uses we may return, 
Horatio! Whv may not imagination trace the 
noble dust of Alexander, till he find it stopping 
a bung-hole? 22 s 

Hor. ’Twer: toconsidertoo curiously, to con¬ 
sider so. 

Ham. No, faith, not a jot; but to follow him 
thither with modesty enough, and likelihood to 
lead it; as thus: Alexander died, Alexander 
was buried. Alexander returneth into dust; the 
dust is earth; of earth we make loam, and why 
of that loam, whereto he was converted, might 
they not stop a beer-barrel? 

Imperious Ctesar, dead and turn’d to clay, 
Might stop a hole to keep the wind away: 23* 
O! that that earth, which kept the world in 
awe, 

Should patch a wall to :xnel the winter’s flaw. 
But soft! but soft! aside: here comes the king- 
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Enter Priests, <Se., in procession: the Corpse of 
OPHELIA, LAERTES and Mourners following; 
kino, queen, their Trains, &c. 

The queen, the courtiers: who is that they fol¬ 
low ? no 

And with such maimed rites ? This doth betoken 
The corse they follow did with desperate hand 
Fordo its own life; 'twas of some estate. 
Couch we awhile, and mark. m 

{Retiring with HORATIO. 
Laer. What ceremony else? 

Ham. That is Laertes, 

A very noble youth: mark. 

Laer. What ceremony else? 

First Priest. Her obsequies have been as far 
enlarg’d 24* 

As we have warrantise: her death was doubt¬ 
ful, 

And, but that great command o'ersways the 
order. 

She should in ground unsanctified have lodg’d 
Till the last trumpet; for charitable prayers, 254 
Shards, hints, and pebbles should be thrown on 
her; 

Yet here she is allow'd her virgin crants. 

Her maiden strewments, and the bringing home 
Of bell and burial. 256 

Laer. Must there no more be done? 

First Priest. No more be done: 

We should profane the service of the dead. 

To sing a requiem, and such rest to her 
As to peace-parted souls. 

Laer. Lay her i* the earth; 260 

And from her fair and unpolluted flesh 
May violets spring! I tell thee, churlish priest, 
A ministering angel shall my sister be, 

W hen thou liesl howling. 

Ham. What! the fair Ophelia? 264 

Queen. Sweets to the sweet: fareweill 

1 -S'carfcrmg flowers. 
1 hop’d thou shouldst have been my Hamlet’s 
wife; 

I thought thy bridc-bed to have deck’d, sweet 
maid. 

And not have strew’d thy grave. 

Laer. O! treble woe 268 

Fall ten times treble on that cursed head 
Whose wicked deed thy most ingenious sense 
1 depriv’d thee of. Hold off the earth awhile. 
Till 1 have caught her once more in mine arms. 

[Leaps into the grave. 
Now pile your dust upon the quick and dead. 
Till of this flat a mountain you hate made, 274 
To o'er-top old Pelion or the skyish head 
Of blue Olympus. . 

Ham. [Advancing.] What is he whose grief 
Bears such an emphasis? whose phrase of sor¬ 
row 277 

Conjures the wandering stars, and makes them 
stand 

Like wonder-wounded hearers? this is 1 , 
Hamlet the Dane. [Leaps into the grave. 
Laer. The devil take thy soul! 280 

[Grapples with him. 
Ham. Thou pray’st not welL 


I prithee, take thy fingers from my throat; 

For though I am not splenetive and rash 
Yet have I in me something dangerous, 284 
Which let thy wisdom fear. Away thy handl 
King. Pluck them asunder. 

Queen. Hamlet! Hamlet I 

All. Gentlemen,— 

Hor. Good my lord, be quiet. 

[The Attendants pari them, and they 
come out of the grave. 
Ham. Why, I will fight with him upon this 
theme 2S8 

Until my eyelids will no longer wag. 

Queen. O my son! what theme? 

Ham. I lov’d Ophelia; forty thousand bro¬ 
thers 

Could not, with all their quantity of love, 292 
Make up my sum. What wilt thou do for her? 
King. OI he is mad, Laertes. 

Queen. For love of God, forbear him. 

Ham. ’Swounds, show me what thou’It do: 
Woo’t weep? woo’i fight? woo’t fast? woo’t 
tear thyself? 297 

Woo’t drink up eisel? eat a crocodile? 

I’ll do't. Dost thou come here to whine? 

To outface me with leaping in her grave? 300 
Be buried quick with her, and so will I: 

And, if thou prate of mountains, let them throw 
Millions of acres on us, til! our ground. 
Singeing his pate against the burning zone, 304 
Make Ossa like a wart! Nay, an thou 'It mouth. 
I’ll rant as well as thou. 

Queen. This is mere madness: 

And thus a while the fit will work on him; 
Anon, as patient as the female dove, 308 
When that her golden couplets are disclos'd, 
His silence will sit drooping. 

Ham. Hear you, sir; 

What is the reason that you use me thus? 

I lov’d you ever: but it is no matter; 312 
Let Hercules himself do what he may. 

The cat will mew and dog will have his day. 

[fjjcit. 

King. I pray you, good Horatio, wait upon 
him. [Exit Horatio. 

[To laertes .1 Strengthen your patience in our 
last night's speech; 316 

We'll put the matter to the present push. 
Good Gertrude, set some watch over your son. 
This grave shall have a living monument: 

An hour of quiet shortly shall we see; 320 
Till then, in patience our proceeding be. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene H. — A Hall in the Castle. 

Enter hamlet and HORATIO. 

Ham. So much for this, sir: now shall you 
see the other; 

You do remember all the circumstance? 

Hor. Remember it, my lord? 

Ham. Sir, in my heart there was a kind of 
fighting , ,, * 

That would not let me sleep; methought I lay 
Worsethanthemutmesinthebiiboes. Rashly,— 
And prais’d be rashness for it, let us know, 
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Our Indiscretion sometimes serves us well S 
When our deep plots do pall; and that should 
teach us 

There’s a divinity that shapes our ends. 
Rough-hew them how we will. 

Hot. That is most certain. 

Ham. Up from my cabin, is 

My sea-gown scarf’d about me, in the dark 
Grop’d I to find out them, had my desire. 
Finger'd their packet, and in fine withdrew 
To mine own room again; making so bold—16 
My fears forgetting manners—to unseal 
Their grand commission; where 1 found, 
Horatio, 

O royal knavery! an exact command. 

Larded with many several sorts of reasons 20 
importing Denmark’s health, and England’s 
too. 

With, ho! such buys and goblins in my life, 
That, on the supervise, no leisure bated. 

No, not to stay the grinding of the axe, 24 
My head should be struck off. 

Hot. Is’t possible? 

Ham. Here's the commission: read it at more 
leisure. 

But wilt thou hear me how I did proceed? 
Hot. X beseech you. 28 

Ham. Being thus be-netted round with vil- 
ianies,— 

Ere I could make a prologue to my brains 
They had begun the play,—I sat me down, 
Devis’d a new commission, wrote it fair; 32 
I once did hold it, as our statists do, 

A baseness to write fair, and labour'd much 
How to forget that learning: but, sir, now 
It did me yeoman’s service. Wilt thou know 36 
The effect of what I wrote? 

Hot. Ay, good my lord. 

Ham. An earnest conjuration from the king, 
As England was his faithful tributary. 

As love between them like the palm should 
flourish, 40 

As peace should still her wheaten garland wear. 
And stand a comma ’tween their amities. 

And many such-like ‘As’es of great charge. 
That, on the view and knowing of these con¬ 
tents, 44 

Without debatement further, more or less. 

He should the bearers put to sudden death. 
Not shriving-time allow’d. 

Hot. How was this seal’d? 

Ham. Why, even in that was heaven ordi- 
nant. 48 

I had my father’s signet in my purse. 

Which was the model of that Danish seal; 
Folded the writ up in form of the other, 
Subscrib’d it, gave’t th’ impression, plac’d it 
safely, 32 

The changeling never known. Now, the next 
day 

Was our sea-fight, and what to this was sequent 
Thou know’st already. 

Hot. So Guildenstem and Rosencrantz go 
to’t. 56 

Ham. Why, man, they did make love to this 
employment: 


They are not near my conscience; their defeat 
Does by their own insinuation grow. 

’Tis dangerous when the baser nature comes 60 
Between the pass and fell-incensed points 
Of mighty opposites. 

Hot. Why, what a king is this! 

Ham. Does it not, thinks’t thee, stand me 
now upon— 

He that hath kill’d my king and whor’d my 
mother, 64 

Popp’d in between the election and my hopes, 
Thrown out his angle for my proper fife, 

And with such cozenage—is’t not perfect con¬ 
science 

To quit him with this arm? and is’t not to be 
damn’d 68 

To let this canker of our nature come 
In further evil? 

Hot. It must be shortly known to him from 
England 

What is the issue of the business there. 72 

Ham. It will be short: the interim is mine; 
And a man’s life's no more than to say ‘One.’ 
But I am veiy sorry, good Horatio, 

That to Laertes I forgot myself; 76 

For, by the image of my cause, I see 
The portraiture of his: I’ll count his favours: 
But, sure, the bravery of his grief did put me 
Into a towering passion. 

Hot. Peace! who comes here? 80 

Enter osaic. 

Osr. Your lordship is right welcome back to 
Denmark. 

Ham. I humbly thank you, sir. I Aside to 
Horatio.] Dost know this water-fly? 84 

Hot. [Aside to hamlet.} No, my good lord. 
Ham. [Aside to horatio.] Thy state Is the 
more gracious; for ’tis a vice to know him. He 
hath much land, and fertile; let a beast be lord 
of beasts, and ins crib shall stand at the king’s 
mess: 'tis a chough; but; as I say, spadous in 
the possession of dirt. 91 

Osr. Sweet lord, if your lordship were at 
leisure, I should impart a thing to you from his 
majesty. 

Ham. 1 will receive it, sir, with all diligence 
of spirit. Your bonnet to his right use; ’tis for 
the head. 97 

Osr. I thank your lordship, ’Os very hot. 
Ham. No, believe me, ‘os very cold; the 

wind is northerly. 100 

Osr. It is indifferent cold, my lord, indeed. 
Ham. But yet methinks it is very sultry and 
hot for my complexion. 103 

Osr. Exceedingly, my lord: it is very sultry, 
as ’twere, I cannot tell how. But, my l<»*d, his 
majesty bade me signify to you that he has laid 
a great wager on your head. Sir, this is the 

matter,— 108 

Ham. I beseech you, remember— 

I hamlet mores him to put on his hat. 
Osr. Nay, good my lord; for mine ease, » 

£ ood faith. Sir, here is newly come to court 
aertes; believe me. an absolute gentleman, full 
of most e x cell e nt difference*, of very soft society 
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and great showing; indeed, to speak feelingly of 
him, he is the card or calendar of gentry, for you 
shall find in him the continent of what part a 
gentleman would see. 117 

Ham. Sir, his definement suffers no perdition 
in you; though, I know, to divide him invento- 
rially would dizzy the arithmetic of memory, and 
yet but yaw neither, in respect of his quick sail. 
But, in the verity of extolment, 1 take him to be 
a soul of great article; and his infusion of such 
dearth and rareness, as, to make true diction of 
him, his semblable is his mirror; and who else 
would trace him, his umbrage, nothing more. 

Osr. Your lordship speaks most infallibly of 
him. 128 

Ham. Theconcernancy,sir?whydowewrap 
the gentleman in our more rawer breath? 

Osr. Sir? 

Hor. Is’t not possible to understand in an¬ 
other tongue? You will do’t, sir, really. 133 
Ham. What imports the nomination of this 
gentleman? 

Osr. Of Laertes? t 3 « 

Hor. His purse is empty already; all ’» 
golden words are spent. 

Ham. Of him, sir. 

Osr. 1 know you are not ignorant— 140 

Ham. I would you did, sir; in faith, if you 
did, it would not much approve me. Well, sir. 

Osr. You are not ignorant of what excellence 
Laertes is— 144 

Ham. I dare not confess that, lest I should 
compare with him in excellence; but, to know a 
man well, were to know himself. 147 

Osr. I mean, sir, for his weapon; but in the 
imputation laid on him by them, in his meed 
he’s unfellowed. 

Ham. What’s his weapon? 

Osr. Rapier and dagger. * 5 * 

Ham. That’s two ofhis weapons; but, well. 

Osr. The king, sir, hath wagered with mm six 
Barbary horses; against the which he has im- 
poned, as I take it, six French rapiers and 
poniards, with their assigns, as girdle, hangers, 
and so: three of the carnages, in faith, are very 
dear to fancy, very responsive to the hilts, most 
delicate carriages, and of very liberal conceit. 160 
Ham. What call you the carriages? 

Hor. I knew you must be edified by the mar- 
gent, ere you had done. 

Osr. The carriages, sir, are the hangers. 16* 
Ham. The phrase would be more german to 
the matter, if we could carry cannon by our 
sides; I would it might be hangers till then. 
But, on; six Barbary horses against six French 
swords, their assigns, and three liberal-conceited 
carriages; that’s the French bet against the 
Danish. Why is this' imponed,’ as you call It? 

Osr. The king, sir, hath laid, that in a dozen 

passes between yourself and him, he shall not 
exceed you three hits; he hath laid on twrive 
for nine, and it would come to immediate trial, 
if your lordship would vouchsafe the answer. t 7 < 
Ham. How if I answer no? 

Osr. 1 moan, my lord, the opposition of your 
Person in trial. 


Ham. Sir, I will walk here in the hall; if it 
please his majesty, ’tis the breathing time of day 
with me; let the foils be brought, the gentleman 
willing, and the king hold his purpose, X will win 
for him an 1 can: if not, I will gam nothing but 
my shame and the odd hits. 185 

Osr. Shall I re-deliver you so? 

Ham. To this effect, sir; after what flourish 
your nature will. 188 

Osr. I commend my duty to your lordship. 
Ham. Yours, yours. [Exit osric.] He does 
well to commend it himself; there are no 
tongues else for’s turn. 19s 

Hor. This lapwing runs away with the shell 
on his head. 

Ham. He did comply with his dug before he 
sucked it. Thus has he—and many more of the 
same bevy, that I know the drossy age dotes 
on—only got the tune of the time and outward 
habit of encounter, a kind of yesty collection 
which carries them through and through the 
most fond and winnowed opinions; and do but 
blow them to their trial, the bubbles are ant. tan 

Enter a Lord. 

Lord. My lord, his majesty commended him 
to you by young Osric, wbo brings back to him, 
that you attend him in the hall; he sends to 
know if your pleasure hold to play with Laertes, 
or that you will take longer time. 2 °7 

Ham. I am constant to my purposes; they 
follow the king’s pleasure: if his fitness speaks, 
mine is ready; now, or whensoever, provided I 
be so able as now. 

Lord. The king, and queen, and all axe com¬ 
ing down. “3 

Ham. In happy time. 

Lord. The queen desires you to use some 
gentle entertainment to Laertes before you fall 
to play. ai 7 

Ham. She well instructs me. [Exit Lord. 

Hor. You will lope this wager, my lord. 
Ham. I do not think so; since he went into 
France, I have been in continual practice; I 
shall win at the odds. But thou wouldst not 
think how ill all's here about my heart; but it 
is no matter. ®4 

Hor. Nay, good my lord,— 

Ham. It is but foolery; but it is such a kind 
Of gain-giving as would perhaps trouble a 
woman. 321 

Hor. If your mind dislike any thing, obey it; 
I will forestal their repair hither, and say you 
are not fit. *31 

Ham. Not a whit, we defy augury ; there’s a 
special providence in the fall of a sparrow. If it 
be now, ’tis not to come; if it be not to come, it 
will be now; if it be not now, yet it will come: 
the readiness is all. Since no man has aught 
of what be leaves, what is’t to leave betimes? 
Let be. »8 

Enter UNO, queen, laertes. Lords, osnic, and 
Attendants with foils, Ac. 

King. Come, Hamlet, come, and take this 
hand from me. 



HAMLE1 

[The KINO puts the hand of laertls 
into that of HAMLET. 
Ham. Give me your paidon, sir; I've done 
you wrong; 

But pardon’t, as you are a gentleman. 

This presence knows. 

And you must needs have heard, how I am 
punish’d 

With sore distraction. What I have done, 244 
That might your nature, honour and exception 
Roughly awake, I here proclaim was madness. 
Was’t Hamlet wrong’d Laertes? Never Ham¬ 
let; 

If Hamlet from himself be ta’en away, 248 
And when he's not himself does wrong Laertes, 
Then Hamlet does it net; Hamlet denies it. 
Who does it then? His madness. If’t be so, 
Hamlet is of the faction that is wrong’d; 252 
His madness is poor Hamlet’s enemy. 

Sir, in this audience, 

Let my disclaiming from a purpos’d evil 
Free me so far in your most generous thoughts. 
That I have shot mine arrow o’er the house, 257 
And hurt my brother. 

Laer. I am satisfied in nature. 

Whose motive, in this case, should stir me most 
To my revenge; but in my terms of honour 260 
I stand aloof, and will no reconcilement, 

Till by some elder masters, of known honour, 

I have a voice and precedent of peace, 

To keep my name ungor’d. But till that time, 

I do receive your offer'd love like love, 265 
And will not wrong it. 

Ham. I embrace it freely; 

And w ill this brother’s wager frankly play. 

Give us the foils. Come on. 

Laer. Come, one for me. 268 

Ham. I’ll be your foil, Laertes; in mine 
ignorance 

Your skill shall, like a star i’ the darkest night. 
Stick fiery off indeed. 

Laer. You mock me, sir. 

Ham. No, by this hand. 272 

King. Give them the foils, young Osric. 
Cousin Hamlet, 

You know the wager? 

Ham. Very well, my lord; 

Your Grace hath laid the odds o' tne weaker 
side. 

King. I do not fear it; I have seen you both; 
But since he is better’d, we have therefore odds. 
Laer. This is too heavy; let me see another. 
Ham. This likes me welL These foils have 
all a length? 

Osr. Ay, my good lord. 280 

[They prepare to play. 

King. Set me the stoups of wine upon that I 
table. 

If Hamlet give the first or second hit, 

Or quit in answer of the third exchange. 

Let all the battlements their ordnance fire; 284 
The king shall drink to Hamlet’s better breath; 
And in the cup an union shall he throw, 

Richer than that which four successive kings 
In Denmark’s crown have worn. Give me the 
caps; ass 


(act v 

And let the kettle to the trumpet speak, 

T he trumpet to the cannoneer without. 

The cannons to the heavens, the heavens to 
earth, 

‘ Now the k ing drinks to Hamlet! ’ Come, begin; 
And you, the judges, bear a wary eye. 293 
Ham. Come on, sir. 

later. Come, my lord. [ They play. 

Ham. One. 

Laer. No. 

Ham. Judgment. 

Osr. A hit, a very palpable hit. 

Laer. Well; again. 

King. Stay; give me drink. Hamlet, this 
pearl is thine; 296 

Here’s to thy health. Give him the cup. 
[Trumpets sound: and cannon shot off within. 
Ham. Til play this bout first; set it by awhile. 
Come.— [They play.i Another hit; what say 
you? 

later. A touch, a touch. I do coniess. 300 
King. Our son shall win. 

Queen. He’s faj/and scant of breath. 

Here, Hamlet, take myniapkin, rub thy brows; 
The queen carouses to thy fortune, Hamlet. 
Ham. Good madam! 

King. Gertrude, do not drink. 304 

Queen. I will, my lord; I pray you, pardon 
me. 

King. [Aside.] It is the poison’d cup! it is 
too late. 

Ham. I dare not drink yet, madam; by and 

by. 

Queen. Come, let me wipe thy face. 3°* 
Laer. My lord, I’ll hit him now. 

King. 1 do not think’t. 

Laer. [Aside.] And yet 'tis almost ’gainst my 
conscience. 

Ham. Come, for the third, Laertes. You but 
daily; 

I pray you pass with your best violence. 3 1 * 
am afeard you make *' wanton of me. 
later. Say you so? come on. [They play. 
Osr. Nothing, neither way. 

Laer. Have at you now>. 

(LALRirs wounds hamlet; then, in 
scuffling, they change rapiers, and 
HAML1T wounds LAERTLS. 

King. Part them! they are incens’d. 

Hum. Nay, come, again. [ 77 ie QUEEN falls. 
Osr. Look to the queen there, ho! 

Hor. They bleed on both sides. How is it, 
my lord ? 

Osr. How is it, Laertes? 

Laer. Why, as a woodcock to mine own 
springe, Osric; 320 

am justly kill’d with mine own treachery. 
Ham. How does the queen? 

King. She swounds to see them bleed. 
Queen. No, no, the drink, the drink,—O my 
dear Hamlet! 3>3 

The drink, the drink; I am poison’d. [Dies. 

Ham. Ovillany! Ho! let the door be lock’d: 
Treachery! seek it out. [laertes falls■ 

l aer. It is here, Hamlet Hamlet, thou art 
slain; 
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No medicine in the world can do thee good; v-t 
In thee there is not hail'an hour of life; 

The treacherous instrument is in thy hand, 
Unbated and envenom’d. The foul practice 
Hath turn’d itself on me; lo! here I lie, 33* 
Never to rise again. Thy mother’s poison’d. 

I can no more. The king, the king’s to blame. 

Ham. The point envenom’d too!— 

Then, venom, to thy work. [Stabs the kino. 
All. Treason! treason! 337 

King. 01 yet defend me, friends; I am but 
hurt. 

Ham. Here, thou incestuous, murderous, 
damned Dane, 

Drink off this potion;—is thy union here? 340 
Follow my mother. Iking dies. 

I aer. He is justly serv'd; 

It is a poison temper’d by himself. 

Exchange forgiveness with me, noble Hamlet: 
Mine and my father’sdeath come not upon thee, 
Nor thine on me! I Dies. 

Ham. Heaven make thee free of it! I follow 
thee. 346 

I am dead, Horatio. Wretched queen, adieu! 
You that look pale and tremble at this chance, 
That are but mutes or audience to this act, 349 
Had I but time,—as this fell sergeant, death, 
Is strict in his arrest,—O! I could tell you— 
But let it be. Horatio, I am dead; 35s 

Thou ltv’st; report me and my cause aright 
To the unsatisfied. 

Hor. Never believe it; 

I am mere an antique Roman than a Dane: 
Here's yet some liquor left. 

Ham. As thou’rt a man, 356 

Give me the cup: let go; by heaven. I’ll have’t. 
O God! Horatio, what a wounded name, 

1 Kings standing thus unknown, shall iive be¬ 


hind me. 

If thou didst ever hold me in thy heart, 360 
Absent thee from felicity awhile. 

And in this harsh world draw thy breath m pain. 
To tell my story. . . 

[March afar off, and shot within. 
What war-like noise is this? 
Osr. Young Fortinbras, with conquest come 
from Poland, , , 364 

To the ambassadors of England gives 
This war-like volley. 

Ham. Oil die, Horatio; 

T he potent poison quite o’er-crows my spirit: 
l cannot live to hear the news from England, 368 
But I do prophesy the election lights 
On Fortinbras: he has my dying voice; 

So tell him, with the occurrents, more and less. 
Which have solicited—The rest is silence. IDicj. 
Hor. Now cracks a noble heart. Good-night, 
sweet prince, , .373 

And flights of angels sing thee to thy restl 

Why does the drum come hither? 

[March within. 


Enter fortinbras, the English Ambassadors, 
and Others. 


Fort. Where is this sight? 

Hor. What is it ye would see? 376 

If aught of woe or wonder, cease your search. 
Fort. This quarry cries on havoc. O proud 
death! 

What feast is toward in thine eternal cell, 

That thou so many princes at a shot 380 
So bloodily hast struck ? 

First Amb. The sight is dismal; 

And our affairs from England come too late: 
The ears are senseless that should give us hear¬ 
ing, 

To teu him his commandment is fulfill’d, 384 
That Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are dead. 
Where should we have our thanks? 

Hor. Not from his mouth, 

Had it the ability of life to thank you: 387 

He never gave commandment for their death. 
But since, so jump upon this bloody question, 
You from the Folack wars, and you from 
England, 

Are here arriv’d, give order that these bodies 
High on a stage be placed to the view; 39a 
And let me speak to the yet unknowing world 
How these things came about: so shall you 
hear 

Of carnal, bloody, and unnatural acts, 

Of accidental judgments, casual slaughters; 396 
Of deaths put on by cunning and forc’d cause, 
And, in this upshot, purposes mistook 
Fall’n on the inventors' heads; all this can I 
Truly deliver. 

Fort. Let us haste to hear it, 400 
And call the noblest to the audience. 

For me, with sorrow I embrace my fortune; 

I have some rights of memory in this kingdom, 
Which now to claim my vantage doth invite 
me. 404 

Hor. Of that I shall have also cause to speak, 
And from his mouth whose voice wiil draw on 


more: 

But let this same be presently perform’d. 

Even while men's minds are wild, lest more mis¬ 
chance 408 

On plots and errors happen. 

Fort. Let four captains 

Bear Hamlet, like a soldier, to the stage; 

For he was likely, had he been put on. 

To have prov’d most royally: and, for his pas¬ 
sage- ... . 412 

The soldiers’ music and the rites of war 
Speak loudly for him. 

Take up the bodies: such a sight as this 
Becomes the field, but here shows much amiss. 
Go, bid the soldiers shoot. 417 

[A dead march. Exeunt, bearing off the 
bodies: after which a peal of ordnance 
is shot off. 
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ACT I 

Scene L — A Room of State in kino leak's 
Palace. 

Enter KENT, Gloucester, and edmund. 
Kent . I thought the king had more affected 
the Duke of Albany than Cornwall. 

Glo. It did always seem so to us; but now, in 
the division of the kingdom, it appears not 
which of the dukes he values most; for equali¬ 
ties are so weighed that curiosity in neither can 
make choice of either’s moiety. 

Kent. Is not this your son, my lord? 8 
Glo. His breeding, sir, hath been at my 
charge: I have so often blushed to acknowledge 
him, that now I am brazed to it. 

Kent. I cannot conceive you. r» 

Glo. Sir, this young fellow’s mother could; 
whereupon she grew round-wombed, and had, 
indeed, sir, a son for her cradle ere she had a 
husband for her bed. Do you smell a fault? 16 
Kent. I cannot wish the fault undone, the 
issue of it being so proper. 

Glo. But I have a son, sir, by order of law, 
some year elder than this, who yet is no dearer 
in my account: though this knave came some¬ 
what saucily into the world before he was sent 
for, yet was his mother fair; there was good 
sport at his making, and the whoreson must be 
acknowledged. Do you know this noble gentle¬ 
man, Edmund? 2 6 

Edm. No, my lord. 

Glo. My Lord of Kent: remember him here¬ 
after as my honourable friend. 

Edm. My services to your lordship. 

Kent. I must love you, and sue to know you 
better. 32 

Edm. Sir, I shall study deserving. 

Glo. He hath been out nine yean, and away 
he shall again. The king is coming. 

Sennet. Enter LEAR, Cornwall, Albany, CO¬ 
NSUL, began, Cordelia, and Attendants. 
Lear. Attend the Lords of France and Bur¬ 
gundy, Gloucester. 36 


Glo. I shall, my liege. 

[Exeunt Gloucester and edmund. 
Lear. Meantime we shall express our darker 
purpose. 

Give me the map there. Know that we have 
divided 

In three our kingdom; and ’tis our fast intent 
To shake all cares and business from our age, 4 < 
Conferring them on younger strengths, while we 
Unburden’d crawl toward death. Our son of 
Cornwall, 

And you, our no leas loving son of Albany, 44 
We have this hour a constant will to publish 
Our daughters’ several dowers, that future strife 
May be prevented now. The princes, France 
and Burgundy, 

Great rivals in our youngest daughter's love, 4 > 
Long in our court have made their amorous 
sojourn. 

And here are to be answer’d. Tell me, my 
daughters,— 

Since now we will divest us both of rule. 
Interest of territory, caibs of state,— 52 

Which of you shall we say doth love us most? 
That we our largest bounty may extend 
Where nature doth with merit challenge. Go- 
neril. 

Our eldest-born, speak first. s« 

Gon. Sir, I love you more than words can 
wield the matter; 

Dearer than eye-sight, space, and liberty; 
Beyond what can be valu’d, rich or rare; 

No less than life, with grace, health, beauty, 
honour; 

As much as child e'er lov'd, or father found: 
A love that makes breath poor and speech 
unable: 

Beyond all manner of so much I love you. 
Cor. [Aside.) What shall Cordelia do? Love, 
and be silent. « 

Lear. Ofall these bounds, even ftorn this line 
to this, 

With shadowy forests and with chainpains 
rich’d. 

With plenteous riven and wide-skirted meads, 
We make thee lady: to thine and Albany’s issw 



AOrt Kasai) 90) 

Be thk perpetual. Whet says onr lecond 
daughter, 69 

Our dearest Regan, wife to Cornwall? Speak. 
Reg I am made of that self metal as my 
sister. 

And prize me at her worth. In my true heart 
I find she names my very deed of love; 73 
Only she comes too short: that I profees 
Myself an enemy to all other joys 
Whi ch th e moat precious square of sense poe- 

And find I am alone felicitate 
In your dear highness* love. 

Cor. [Aside. 1 Then, poor Cordelia 1 

And yet not so; since, I am sure, my love’s 
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More richer than my tongue. 
bear. To thee and thine, hereditary ever. 


As thou my sometime daughter. 

Kent. Good my liege,— 

Lear. Peace, Kent! 

Come not between the dragon and his wrath. <14 
I lov d her most, and thought to set my teat 
On her kind nursery. Hence, and avoid my 
sight! 

So be my grave my peace, as hen I give 
Her father s heart from her 1 Call France. Who 
stirs? uS 

Call Burgundy. Cornwall and Albany, 

With my two daughters’ dowers digest the third; 
Let pride, which she calls plainness, many her. 
I do invest yon jointly with my power, 13a 
Preeminence, and all the Urge effects 


■0 That troop with majesty. Ourself by nwmrtily 
course, 


I IT Ml • a v/ mw uuu HSSim. ISWWWSMHJ UVIU, WU196| 

Remain this ample third of our fair kingdom. With reservation of a hundred knights. 

No less in space, validity, and pleasure. By you to be sustain'd, shall our abode 136 
Than that confen'd on Gooeril. Now, our Make with you by duo turn. Only we shall retain 

84 The name and all th* addition to a king; 
onr last, not least; to whose young The sway, revenue, execution of the rest. 

Beloved sons, be yours: which to confirm, 140 


Although 


love 


The vines of France and milk of Burgundy 
Strive to be interest'd; what can you say to 
draw 

A third more opulent than your sisters? Speak. 
Cor. Nothing, my lord. 89 

Lear. Nothing? 

Cor. Nothing. 

Lear. Nothing will come of nothing: apeak 
again. 92 

Cor. Unhappy that I am, I cannot heave 
My heart into my mouth: I love your majesty 
According to my bond; nor more nor less. 
Lear. How, how, Cordelia! mend your spoech 
a little, 96 

Lest you may mar your fortunes. 

Cor. Good my lord, 

You have begot me, bred me, lov’d me: I 
Return those duties back as are right fit. 

Obey you, love you, and most honour you. too 
Why have my sisters husbands, if they say 
They love you all? Haply, when I sluril wed. 
That lord whose hand must take my plight shall 
carry 

Half fny love with him, half my care and duty: 
Sure I shall never many like my sisters, ioj 
To love my father all. 

Lear. But goes thy heart with this? 

Cor. Ay, good my lord. 

Lear. So young, and so untender? 108 
Cor. So young, my lord, and true. 

_ Lear. Let it be solthy truth then be thy dower: 
For, by the sacred radiance of the sun. 

The mysteries of Hecate and the night, ns 
By all the operation of the orbs 
From whom we do exist and cease to be. 
Here I disclaim all my paternal care. 
Propinquity and property of blood, no 
And as a stranger to my heart and me 
Hold thee firom this for ever. The barbarous 


This coronet pan between you. 

Kent. Royal Lear, 

Whom I have ever honour'd as my king. 
Lov’d as my father, as my master follow’d. 

As my great patron thought on in my prayers,— 
Lear. The bow is butt and drawn; make 
from the shaft 143 

Kent. Letit fall rather, though theforkinvade 
The region of my heart: be Kent unmannerly 
When Lear is mad. What wouldst thou do, old 
man? 14* 

Think’st thou that duty shall have dreed to 
speak 

When power to flattery bows? To plainness 
honour’s bound 

When majesty falls to folly. Reserve thy state; 
And, in thy best consideration, check 13a 
This hideous rashness: answer my life my 
judgment. 

Thy youngest daughter does not love thee least; 
Nor are those empty-hearted whose low sound 
Reverbs no hollowness. 

Lear. Kent, on thy life, no more. 

Kent. My lift I never held but as a pawn 137 
To wage against thine enemies; nor fear to 
lose it. 

Thy safety being the motive. 

Lear. Out of my sight 1 

Kent. See better, Lear; and let me still re- 

main X60 

The true blank of thine eye. 

Lear. Now, by Apollo,— 

Kent. Now, by Apollo, king. 

Thou swear's* thy gods in vain. 

Lear. O vassal) miscreant I 

[Laying Us hand on his sward. 


C^..) De "* ir ’ forbe “’ 


864 


, and the fee beatow 


•Or he that makes Ms generation meases Upon the foul disease, j**'"*?^ 

To gorge his appetite, shall to my bosom no Or, whilst I can vent clamour firom my throat. 
Be as well neighbour'd, pitied, and reliev’d, M tell thee thou dost evfl. 
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hear. Hear me, recreant 1 169 To match you where I hate; therefore, beaeech 

On thine allegiance, hear met you 213 

Since thou beat sought to make us break our To avert your liking a more worthier way 


vow,' 

Which we durst never yet,—and, with strain’d 
pride 17s 

To come betwixt our sentence and our power,— 

Which nor our nature nor our place can bear,— 

Our potency made good, take thy reward. 

Five days we do allot thee for provision 176 
To shield thee from diseases of die world; 

And, on the sixth, to turn thy hated back 
Upon our kingdom: if, on the tenth day follow¬ 
ing 

Thy banish’d trunk be found in our dominions, 

The moment is thy death. Away 1 By Jupiter, 

This shall not be revok’d. 182 

Kent. Fare thee well, king; sith thus thou 
wilt appear. 

Freedom lives hence, and banishment Is here. 

[To Cordelia.] The gods to their dear shelter 
take thee, maid, 183 

That justly think’st, and hast most rightly said! 

[To keoan and OONERXL.] And your large That hath depriv ’d me of your grace and favour, 
speeches may your deeds approve, But even for want of that for which I am richer. 

That good effects may spring from words of A still-soliciting eye, and such a tongue 


Than on a wretch whom nature is asham’d 
Almost to acknowledge hers. 

France. This is most strange, 216 

That she, whoevenbut now was your best object, 
The argument of your praise, balm of your age. 
The best, the dearest, should in this trice of time 
Commit a thing so monstrous, to dismantle 220 
So many folds of favour. Sure, her offence 
Must be of such unnatural degree 
That monsters it, or your fore-vouch’d affection 
Fall into taint; which to believe of her, 224 
Must be a faith that reason without miracle 
Could never plant in me. 

Cor. I yet beseech your majesty— 

If for I want that glib and oily art 
To speak and purpose not; since what I well 
intend, 228 

I’ll do’t before 1 speak—that you make known 
It is no vicious blot nor other foulness. 

No unchaste action, or dishonour’d step, 


love. 188 

Thus Kent, O princes! bids you all adieu; 
He’ll shape his old course in a country new. 

[Exit. 

'Flourish. Re-enter Gloucester, with France, 
burgundy, and Attendants. 

Glo. Here's France and Burgundy, my noble 
lord. 

Lear. My Lord of Burgundy, .92 

We first address toward you, who with this king 
Hath rivail’d for our daughter. What, in the 
least. 

Will you require in present dower with her. 
Or cease your quest of love? 

Bur. Most royal majesty, 196 

I crave no more than hath your highness offer’d. 
Nor will you tender less. 

Lear. Right noble Burgundy, 

Whoa she was dear to us we did hold her so. 
But now her price is fall'll. Sir, there she 
stands: 200 

If aught within that little-seeming substance. 
Or aff of it, with our displeasure piec’d. 

And nothing more, may fitly like your Grace, 
She’s there, and she is yours. 

Bur. I know no answer. 204 

Lear. Will you, with those infirmities she 
owes. 

Unfriended, new-adopted to our hate, 
Dower’d with our curie, and stranger’d with 
our oath. 

Take her. or leave her? 

Bur. Pardon me, royal sir; 208 

Ejection makes not up on such conditions. 
Lear. Then leave her, sir; for, by the power 
that made me, 

I tall you all her wealth. — [To FRANCE.] For 
you, great king, 

I would not from your love make such a stray 


That I am glad I have not, though not to have it 
Hath lost me in your liking. 

Lear. Better thou 236 

Hadst not been bom than not to have pleas'd 
me better. 

France. Is it but this? a tardiness in nature 
Which often leaves the history unspoke 
That it intends to do? My Lord of Burgundy, 
What say you to the lady ? Love is not love 241 
When it is mingled with regards that stand 
Aloof from the entire point. Will you have her? 
She is herself a dowry. 

Bur. Royal Lear, 244 

Give but that portion which yourself propos’d. 
And here I take Cordelia by the hand. 
Duchess of Burgundy. 

Lear. Nothing; 1 have sworn: I am firm. 248 
Bur. I am sorry, then, you have so lost a 
father 

That you must lose a husband. 

Cor. Peace be with Burgundy) 

Since that respects of fortune are his love, 

I shall not be his wife. J 5 J 

France. Fairest Cordelia, that art most rich, 
being poor; 

Most choice, forsaken: and mostlov'd, despis’d I 
Thee and thy virtues here I seize upon: 

Be it lawful I take up what's cast away. 

Gods, gods! ’tii strange that from their cold st 
neglect 

My love should kindle to Inflam’d respect. 
Thy dowerless daughter, king, thrown to my 
chance. 

Is queen of us, of ours, and our fair France: 26° 
Not all the dukes of waterish Burgundy 
Shall buy this unpriz’d predous maid of me. 
Bid them farewell, Cordelia, though unkind: 
Thou losett here, a better where to find. 

Lear. Thou hast her, France; 1 st her be thine, 
for we 
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Have no such daughter, nor shall ever see 
That face of hen again, therefore be gone 
Without our grace, our love, our benison. *68 
Come, noble Burgundy. 

[Flourish. Exeunt LEAR, BURGUNDY, CORN¬ 
WALL, ALBANY, GLOUCESTER, and 
Attendants. 

France. Bid farewell to your slaters. 

Cor. The jewels of our father, with wash'd 

ConleUa leaves you: I know you what you 
are: *73 

And like a sister are most loath to call 
Your faults as they are nam’d. Use well our 
father: 

To your professed bosoms I commit him: 

But yet, alas I stood I within his grace, *7* 

I would prefer him to a better place. 

So farewell to you both. 

Reg. Prescribe not us our duties. 

Gon. Let your study 

Be to content your lord, who hath receiv’d you 
At fortune’s alms; you have obedience scanted, 
And well are worth the want that you have 
wanted. 38* 

Cor. Time shall unfold what plighted cun¬ 
ning hides; 

Who covers faults, at last shame them derides. 
Well may you prosper] 

France. Come, my felt Cordelia. 

[Exit FRANCE and CORDELIA. 
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My services are bound. Wherefore should 1 
Stand in the plague of custom, and permit 
The curiosity of nations to deprive me, 4 
For that I am some twelve or fourteen moon¬ 
shines 

Lag of a brother? Why bastard? wherefore 
base? 

When my dimensions are as well compact. 

My mind as generous, and my shape as true, 8 
As honest madam’s issue? Why brand they us 
With base? with baseness? bastardy? base, 
base? 

Who in the lusty stealth of nature take 
More composition and fierce quality r* 
Than doth, within a dull, stale, tired bed. 

Go to the creating a whole tribe of fops, 

Got ’tween asleep and wake? Well then, 
Legitimate Edgar, I must have your land: t« 
Our father’s love is to the bastard Edmund 
As to the legitimate. Fine word, ‘ legitimate r 
WeU, my legitimate, if this letter speed. 

And my invention thrive, Edmund the base ao 
Shall top the legitimate:—I grow, 1 prosper; 
Now, gods, stand up for bastards 1 

Enter Gloucester. 

GIo. Kent banished thus! And France in 
cholcr parted! 

And the king gone to-night! subscnb d his 
power 1 *4 

Confin’d to exhibition! All this done 


Gon. Sister, it is not little I have to say of Upon the gad! Edmund, how now! what news? 

I * . ... . . * i -.L t Si.1.1# rj- Cn ..l.aea wnnr Inrrlchin rtnnp 


what most nearly appertains to us both. I think 
our father will hence to-night. 288 

Reg. That’s most certain, and with you; 
next month with us. 

Gon. YouseehowfUIIofchangeshisageis; 
the observation we have made of it hath not 
been little: he always loved our sister most; and 
with what poor judgment he hath now cast her 
off aDnears too crossly. 

Reg^Tu the infirmity of his age: yet he 
hath ever but slenderly known himself. *97 
Gon. The best and soundret of his time hath 
been but rash; then, must we look to receive 


Edm. So please your lordship, none. 

[Putting up the utter. 
Glo. Why so earnestly seek you to put up 
that letter? . , ** 

Edm. I know no news, my lord. 

Glo. What paper were you reading? 

Edm. Nothing, toy lord. . „ 3 * 

Glo. No? What needed then that terrible 
dispatch of it into your pocket? the quality of 
nothing hath not such need to hide itself. Let s 
see; come; if it be nothing, I shall not need 
spectacles. , ,37 

Edm. I beseech you, sir, pardon me; it is a 


from his age, not alone the imperfections of letter from my brother that 1 have notall o'er- 
long-engi »‘>: i condition, but, therewithal the read, mid for so much as I have perused, 1 find 
unruly waywardness that infirm and choleric it not fit for your o er-lookmg. 4 * 

years bring with them. 303 Glo. Give me the tetter, sir. 

Reg. Such unconstant starts are we like to Edm. I shall offend, either to detain or give 
have from him as this of Kent’s banishment, it. The contents, as in part I understand them, 
Gon. There is further compliment of leave- are to blame. 45 

taking between France and him. Pray you. let Glo. I^t s see, lets sefc . , 
us hit together: if our father carry authority Edm. I hope, for my brother’s justification, 
withsuchdispositions as he bears, this last he wrote this but as an essay or taste of my 
snnender of b& but offend us. 3.0 virtue. ^ ^ ^ gfagema £ 

the world bitter to the beet of our timet; koept 
our fortunes from us till our oldnees cannot 


Meg. We shall ftirther think on’t 
Gon. We must do so m et h i n g, and I theheat. 

(Exeunt. 


Scene II.—d Hall fit the earl of 
Gloucester’s Cattle. 

Enter EDMUND, with a letter. 


relish them. I begin to find an idle and fond 
bondage in the oppression of aged tyranny, who 
twayt, not as it hath power, but at it it suffered. 
Come to me, that of this l may speak more. If 
our father would sleep till I waked him ,. 


San. Thou, Nature, art my goddess; to thy stouUeug ^rer^Merer.andhse 
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1 ! ‘ Sleep tflil waked him, you should 


(ACT 1 


enjoy half his revenue.’—My son Edgar I Had 
Ire a hand to write tbit? a heart ana brain to 
breed it in? When came tbie to you? Who 
brought it? 64 

Earn. It waa not brought me, my lord; 
there’s the cunning of it; I found it thrown in 
at the casement of my closet. 

' Glo. You know the character to be your 
brother's? <9 

Edm. If the matter were pood, my lord; I 
durst swear it were his; but, m respect of that, 
I would fain think it were not. 7 » 

Glo. It is his. 

Edm. It is his band, my hod; but I hope Ms 
heart is not in the contents. 

Glo. Hath he never heretofore sounded you 
in this business? 77 

Edm. Never, my lord: but I have often heard 
him maintain ft to be fit dial, eons at perfect 
age, and fathers declined, the father should be 
as ward to the son, ana the son manage hit 
revenue. ta 

Glo. O villain, villain! His very opinion in 
the letterl Abhorred villain! Unnatural, de¬ 
tested, brutish villain! worse than brutish! Go, 
sirrah, seek him; I’ll apprehend him. Abomin- 
ablevlUain! Where is he? *7 

Edm. I do not well know, my lord. If it 
shall please you to suspend your indic ation 
against my brother till you can derive bom him 
better teenmony of hie intent, you shall run a 
certain course; where, if you violently proceed 
against him, mistaking his purpose, it would 
make a great gap in your ownnonour, and shake 
in piecee the heart of Me obedience. I dare 
pawn down my life for him, that he hath writ 
this to feel my affection to your honour, and to 
no otherpretence of danger. »S 

Glo. Think you so? 

jrour honour judg e ttmeet,^^fi 

and by an auricular assurance have your satis¬ 
faction' and that without any farther delay 
than fcss very evening. 104 

Glo, He cannot be such a monster— 

Edm. Nor is not, sure. 

Glo .— to Ms father, that so tenderly and en¬ 
tirely loves him. Heaven and earth I Edmund, 
seek Mm out; wind me into him, I pray you: 
frame the business after your own wisdom. 1 
would unstats myself to be in a due resolution. 

Edm. I will sew him, sir, presently; convey 
the business as I shall find means, and acquaint 
you withal. 114 

Glo. These late eclipses in the sun and moon 
portend no good to us: though the wisdom of 
nature can reason it thus and thus, yet nature 
finds itse l f s courged by the sequenteftects. Love 
cools, friendship falls off, brothers divide: in 
eftiee, mutinies; In countries, discord; in palaces, 
treason jaad the bond cracked between son and 
father. This villain of mine comes under the 
prediction; there's son against father: the king 


machinations, hollo wn ess, treachery, and all 
ruinous disorders, follow us disquietly to our 
graves. Find out this villain, Edmund : It shall 
lose thee nothing: do it canfally. And the 
noble and true-hearted Kent banished! Ms 
offence, honesty! Tis strange! [Exit. 

Edm. This is the eicellent foppery of the 
world, that, when we are sick in fortune,—often 
the surfeit of our own behaviour,—we make 
guilty of our disasters the sun, the moon, and 
the stars; as if we were villains by n e ce s si ty, 
fools by heavenly compulsion, knaves, thieves, 
and treachers by spherical predominance, 
drunkards, liars, and adulterers by an enforced 
obedience of planetary influence; and all that 
we are evfi in, by a divine thrusting on: an 
admirable evasion of wbomnaster man, to lay 
Ms goatish disposition to the charge of a star! 
My father compounded with my mother under 
the dragon’s tail, and my nativity waa under 
ursa major; to that it follows I am rough 
and lecherous. ’Sfoot! I should have been that 
I am had the maidfnliest star in the firmament 
twinkled on my bastardizing. Edgar— 14s 

Enter SDOAja. 

and pat he comes, like the catastrophe of the 
old comedy: my cue is viiianous m ela ncho ly, 
with a sigh like Tom o’ Bedlam. O, these 
eclipses do portend these divisions t Fa, sol, 
la, mi. 

Edg. How now, brother Edmtmdl What 
serious contemplation are you in? t j 6 

Edm. I am thinking, brother, of a prediction 
I read this other day, what should fallow these 
eclipses. 

Edg. Do yon busy yourself with that? t*e 

Edm. I promise yon the effects he writes of 
succeed unhappily; as ofunnaturalness between 
the child and the parent; death, dearth, dissolu¬ 
tions of ancient amities; divisions in state: 
menacee and maledictions against king and 
nobles; needless diffidences, banishment of 
friends, dissipation of cohorts, mmtial breaches, 
and 1 know not what. 168 

Edg. How long have you been a sectary 
astronomical? 

Edm. Come, oome; when saw you my father 
last? 17s 

Edg. The night gone by. 

Eton. Spake you with Mm? 

Edg. Ay, two hours together. 

Edm. Parted yon in good terms? Found 
you no displeasure in him by word or counte- 
nance? 

Edg. None at all. 179 

Edm. Bethink yourself wherein you may 
have offended him; and at mar entreaty forbear 
Ms p resen ce till some little tune hath qualified 
the beat of Ms displeasure, which at this instant 
so rageth in Mm (bat with the mischief of your 
person it would ecarcely allay. t >5 

-' Some villain hath done me wrong. 
That’s my fear. I pray you have a 


fan* from bias of nature: there’s father against continent forbearance tffi the speed of Ms rage 
drild. We have seen the beet of oar time; goes slower, and, as I say, retire with me to my 
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lodging, from whence I wffl fitly bring yon to May carry through itself to that fall taw 
hear my lord (peak. Pray you, go; there’! my for which I rax’d my likeness. Now, banish’d 

^--* Kent, 4 

If thou camt sore where Cbm dost Maud con¬ 
demn’d. 

So may it come, thy maiter, whom thou kjv’lt, 
ShaUnnd theefull of labours. 


key. If you do stir abroad, go armed. 19a 
Edg. Armed, brother! 

Edm. Brother, I advise you to the best; go 
armed; I am do honest man if there be any good 
meaning toward you; I have told you what I 
have teen and heard; but faintly, nothing like 
the image and horror of it; pray you, away. 
Edg. Shall I hear from you anon? 

Edm. I do serve you in this business, soo 


Bonu within. Enter UAB, Knights, and 
Attendants. 

Lear. Let me not stay a Jot for dinner: go, 


imiste e. mwi jum umo asue ma; * jv* tin umnw • pn 

[Exit rDOAJt. get it ready. [Exit an Attendant 1 How now I 
A credulous father, and a brother noble, what art thou? to 

Whose nature is so far from doing barms Kent. A man, air. 

That he suspects none; on whose foolish Lear. Wh at d ost tbouprofeas? Whatwouldst 

honesty thou with us? 

My practices ride easy! I see the business. 304 Kent. I do profess to be no less than I seem; 
Let me, if not by birth, have lands by wit: to serve him truly that will put me in trust; to 

All with me'1 meet that I can fashion St [Exit, love him that is honest: to converse with him 
_ , _ , , that is wise, and says little; to fear judgment; to 

Scene III .—A Room in the ova ca Albany's fight when I cannot choose; and to eat no fuh. 

Palace. Lea,, what art thou? r» 

Enter ooneril and Oswald her Steward. Bent. Avoy honest-hearted fellow, and as 

chidmi Shbf<Sa“ ,ttlk6 * entkm “ for *%£. tf&u poor for a subject juhe 

Osw. Ay, madam. 


is for a king, thou art poor enough. What 
wouldst thou? 14 

Kent. Service. 

Lear. Whom wouldst thou serve? 

Kent. You. 

Lear. Dost thou know me, Allow? sS 
Kent. No, sir: but you have that in your 
countenance which I would fain call master. 
Lear. What’s that? 

Kent. Authority. js 

Lear. What services canst thou do? 

Kent. I can keep honest counsel, ride, ran, 
msr a curious tale in telling it, and deliver a 
n iajn message bluntly: that which ordinary men 
... are fit for, I am qualified in, and the best of me 

You and your fellows; I’d have it come toques- . ** 

tion: 

If he distaste it, let him to my sister, 

Whose mind and mine, I know, in that are one,:6 
Not to be over-rul'd. Idle old man. 

That still would manage those authorities 


Gon. By day and night he wrongs me; every 
hour 4 

He flashes into one grots crime or other, 

That sets os all at odds: I’ll not endure It: 

His knights grow riotous, and himself upbraids 
us 

On every trifle. When he returns from hunting 
I will not speak with him; say I am sick: » 
If you come slack of farmer services. 

You shall do well: the fault of it I’ll answer. 
Osw. He's coming, madam; I hear him. is 
[Boms within. 

Gon. Put on what weary negligence you 


Lear. How old art thou? 

Kent. Not so young, sir, to love a woman for 
singing, nor so old to dote on her for any thing; 
I have years on my back forty-eight as 
Lear. Follow me; thou sbalt serve me: if I 
tw ~ „i w v _ v t|f n like thee no worse after dinner I will not part 

fig S y „?y in from thee yet Dinner, ho! dinnerl Where’s 

Old fools are babes again, and must be US a 20 knave? mv fool? rfn vnn and calf mv font 
With checks as flatteries. when they are seen <ny.““ v «?»y tooit uo you ana can my.1001 

abus’d. 

Remember what I have laid. 

Gon. And let his knight. hs^UtatoSk. my 

.diriicTmnrfhitnwa Lear ‘ What saya the fellow there? Call the 
What growi of it no matter;sdvise your fhflows t**, [£rir a Knight] Where’s my 

IwOTldbreedfromhenosoccasions,andIshah! » 

That I may speek: FU write straight to my sister " ** 


hither. 


(Exit os Attendant 

Enter OSWALD. 


To hold my very course. Prepare for dinner. 

(Exeunt. 

Scene IV .—A BoD In the Same. 

Enter txta, disguised. 

Kent. If but at well I other accents borrow, 
That can my s p ee ch difftise, my good intent 


Reenter Knight 

Knight. He says, my lord, your daughter is 
not well. 

Lear. Why came not the dare back to me 
when I called him? 57 

Knight. Sir, he answered me in the roundest 
manner, hs would not. 
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Lear. When were yon wont to be to full of 
songs, sirrah? ig 7 

Fool. 1 have used it, nuncle, ever since thou 
madest thy daughters thy mothers; for when 
thou gavest them the rod and puttest down 
thine own breeches. 

Then they for sudden joy did weep, 19a 

And 1 for sorrow sung. 

That such a king should play bo-peep. 

And go the tools among. 195 

Prithee, nuncle, keep a schoolmaster that can 
teach thy fool to lie: I would fain leant to lie. 

Lear. An you lie, sirrah, we’ll have you 
whipped. 199 

Fool. I marvel what kin thou and thy 
daughters are: they’ll have me whipped for 
speaking true, thou'It have me whipped for 
lying; and sometimes I am whipped for holding 
my peace. I had rather be any kind o’ thing 
than a fool; and yet I would not be thee, 
nuncle; thou hast pared thy wit o’ both sides, 
and left nothing i’ the middle: here comes one o 1 
the parings. 208 


Enter QONERIL. 

Lear. How now, daughter! what makes that 
frontlet on? Methinks you are too much of 
late i’ the frown. 211 

Fool. Thou wast a pretty fellow when thou 
hadst no need to care for her frowning; now 
thou art an O without a figure. I am better 
than thou art now; I am a fool, thou art 
nothing. ITo goneril.] Yes, forsooth, I will 
hold my tongue; so your face bids me, though 
you say nothing. 

Mum, mum; 

He that keeps nor crust nor crumb, sao 
Weary of all, shall want some. 

That’s a shealed peaseod. [Pointing to LEAR. 

Gon. Not only, sir, this your all-licens'd fool, 
But other of your j tolent retinue 224 

Do hourly carp and quarrel, breaking forth 
In rank and not-to-be-endured riots. Sir, 

I bad thought, by making this well known unto 

_ y°u. 

To have found a safe redress; but now grow 
fearful, al 

By what yourself too late have spoke and done. 
That you protect this course, and put it on 
By your allowance; which if you should, the 
fault 

Would not 'scape censure, nor the redresses 
sleep, 23a 

Which, in the tender of a wholesome weal. 
Might in their working do you that offence. 
Which else were shame, that then necessity 
Will call discreet proceeding. 236 

Fool. For you trow, nuncle. 

The hedge-sparrow fed the cuckoo so long. 
That It had it head bit off by it young. 

So out went the candle, and we were left dark* 
ling. 240 

few. Are yon our daughter? 
iron. I would you would make use of your 
good wisdom. 


Whereof I know you are fraught; and put away 
These dispositions which of late transform you 
From what you rightly are. 24s 

Fool. May not an ass know when the cart 
draws the horse? Whoop, Jug! I love thee. 
Lear. Does any here know me? This Is not 
Lear: 24s 

Does Lear walk thus? speak thus? Where are 
his eyes? 

Either his notion weakens, his discemlngs 
Are lethaigied. Hal waking? ’tis not so. 

Who is it that can tell me who I am? 252 
Fool. Lear’s shadow. 

Lear. I would learn that; for, by the marks 
of sovereignty, knowledge and reason, I should 
be false persuaded I had daughters. 256 

Fool. Which they will make an obedient 
father. 

Lear. Your name, fair gentlewoman? 

Gon. This admiration, sir, is much o* the 
favour 260 

Of other your new pranks. I do beseech you 
To understand my purposes aright: 

As you are old and reverend, should be wise. 
Here do you keep a hundred knights and 
squires; 264 

Men so disorder’d, so debosh’d, and bold, 
That this our court, infected with their man¬ 
ners, 

Shows like a riotous inn: epicurism and lust 
Make it more like a tavern or a brothel 26S 
Than a grac’d palace. The shame itself doth 
speak 

For instant remedy; be then desir'd 
By her that else will take the thing the begs, 

A little to disquantity your train: 272 

And the remainder, that shall still depend. 

To be such men as may besort your age. 
Which know themselves and you. 

Lear. Darkness and devils 1 

Saddle my horses; call my train together. 276 
Degenerate bastard! I’ll not trouble thee: 

Yet have I left a daughter. 

Con. You strike my people, and your dis¬ 
order’d rabble 

Make servants of their betters. 280 

Enter ALBANY. 

Lear. Woe, that too late repents; 

[To Albany.] Ol sir, are you come? 
Is it your will? Speak, sir. Prepare my horses. 
Ingiatitude, thou marble-hearted fiend, 

More hideous, when thou show’s! thee in a 
child, 284 

Than the sea-monster. 

Alb. Pray, sir, be patient. 

Lear. [To goneril.] Detested kite! thou 
liest: 

My train are men of choice and rarest parts. 
That all particulars of duty know, 288 

And in the most exact regard support 
The worships of their name. O most small frtult, 
How ugly didst thou in Cordelia show 1 
Which, like an engine, wrench’d my frame of 
nature 292 

From the fix’d place,drew from my heart all love. 
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And added to die tan. O Lear, Lear, Lear I 
Beat at this gate, that let thy lolly in. 199 
16 'lriAuif Ha head. 
And thy dear judgment out: Go, go, my people. 

Alb. My lord, I am guiltless, asl am ignorant 
Of what hath mov’d you. 

Lear. It may be eo, my lord. 

Hear, Nature, hear! dear goddess, heart 
Suspend thy purpose, if thou didst intend 300 
To make this creature fruitful! 

Into her womb convey sterility! 

Dry up in her the organs of increase. 

And from her derogate body never spring 304 
A babe to honour her! If she must teem, 
Create her child of spleen, that it may live 
And be a thwart disnatur d torment to her! 
Let it stamp wrinkles in her brow of youth, 308 
With cadent tears fret channels in her checks. 
Turn all her mother’s pains and benefits 
To laughter and contempt, that she may feel 
How sharper than a serpent's tooth it is 31s 
To have a thankless child! Away, away! {Exit. 


[ACT • 
A 


Con. This man hath had good counsel, 
hundred knights! 

Tis politic and safe to let him keep 34s 
At point a hundred knights; yes, that on every 
dream. 

Each buzz, each fancy, each complaint, dislike. 
He may enguard his dotage with their powers. 
And hold our lives in mercy. Oswald, I say! 33s 
Alb. Well, you may fear too far. 

Gon. Safer than trust too far. 

Let me still take away the barms I fear. 

Not fear still to be taken: I know his heart. 
What he hath utter’d I have writ my sister; 396 
If she sustain him and his hundred knights. 
When I have stow’d the unfitness,— 

Re-enter Oswald. 

How now, Oswald! 
What! have you writ that letter to my sister? 
Osw. Ay, madam. 360 

Gon. Take you some company, and away to 
horse: 


Alb. Now, gods that we adore, whereof Inform her frill of my particular fear; 


comes this ? 6 
Gon. Never afflict yourself to know the cause; 
But let his disposition have that scope 318 
That dotage gives it. 

Re-enter leak. 

hear. What! fifty of my followers at a clap. 
Within a fortnight? 

Alb. What’s the matter, sir? 

Lear. I’ll tell thee. [To GONERIL.] Life and 
death! I am asham’d 310 

That thou hast power to shake my manhood 
thus. 

That these hot tears, which break from me per¬ 
force. 

Should male* thee worth them. Blasts and fogs 
upon thee! 

Th’ untented woundings of a father’s curse 334 
Pierce every sense about thee! Old fond eyes, 
Beweep this cause again. I’ll pluck ye out. 
And cast you, with the waters that you lose, 
To temper clay. Yea, is it come to this? 338 
Let it he so: I have another daughter. 

Who, I am sate, is kind and comfortable: 
When the shall hear this of thee, with her nails 
She’ll flay thy wolvish visage. Thou shah find 
That I’ll resume the shape which thou dost 
think 333 

I have cast off for ever; thou shalt, I warrant 
thee. {Exeunt leak, sent, and Attendants. 
Gon. Do you mark that? 

Alb. I cannot be so partiaL OnltoB, , ui 
To the meat love I bear you.— 

Gtwi. Pray you, content What, Oswald, ho! 
{To the Fool J You, sir, more knave than fool. 
After your master. 

Fool Nuncle Lear, nuncio Laarl tarry, and 
take the fool with thee. . Mr 

A fox, when one has caoght her. 

And such a daughter. 

Should sure to me slaughter, 344 

If my cap would buy a halter; 

So the foal follows after. [Exit. 


And thereto add such reasons of your own 
As may compact it more. Get you gone, 364 
And hasten your return. {Exit Oswald.] No, 
no, my lord. 

This milky gentleness and course of yours 
Though I condemn not, yet, under pardon. 
You are much more attask’d for want of wis¬ 
dom 368 

Than prais'd for harmfril mildness. 

Alb. How far your eye* may pierce I cannot 
tell: 

Striving to better, oft we mar what’s weD. 
Gon. Nay, then— 373 

Alb. Well, well; the event [Exeunt. 

Scene V .—Court be/ore the Same. 

Enter LBAS, KENT, and F00L 
Lear. Go you before to Gloucester with these 
letters. Acquaint my daughter no further with 
any thing you know than comes from her 
demand out of the letter. If your diligence be 
not speedy I shall be there before you. 3 
Kent. I will not sleep, my lord, till I have 
delivered your letter. {Exit. 

Fool. If a man’s br ains were hi’s heels, were *t 
not in danger of kibee? 5 

Lear. Ay, boy. 

Fool. Then. I prithee, be merry; thy wit shall 
not go slip-shod. >3 

Lear. Ha, ha, ha! 

crab is Bka an apple, yat I can tell what I can 
tell. *7 

Lear. What canst teO, boy? 

Feat. She will taste as like this as a crab does 
to a aab. Thou canst tell why one's nose 
stands i’ the m i d d l e on's Ihce? si 

Lear. No. 

Fool. Why, to keep one’s eyaa of either side t 
nose, that what a man cannot smell out, he 
may spy into. »J 
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Lear. I did her wrong,— 

Fool. Camt tell how an oyster makes his 
shell? 28 

Lear. No. 

Fool. Nor I neither; but I can tell why a 
snail has a house. 

Lear. Why? 32 

Fool. Why, to put his head in; not to give 
it away to his daughters, and leave his horns 
without a case. 

Lear. I will forget my nature. So kind a 
father! Be my horses ready? 37 

Fool. Thy asses are gone about ’em. The 
reason why the seven stars are no more than 
seven is a pretty reason. 4° 

Lear. Because they are not eight? 

Fool. Yes,indeed:thouwouldstmakeagood 
fooL 

Lear. To take it again perforce! Monster in' 
gratitude! 43 

Fool. If thou west my fool, nuncle, I’d have 
thee beaten for being old before thy time. 
Lear. How’s that? 48 

Fool. Thoushouldstnothavebeenoldbefore 
thou hadst been wise, 

Lear . Ol let me not be mad, not mad, sweet 
heaven; 

Keep me in temper; I would not be mad! 32 

Enter Gentleman. 

How now! Are the horses ready? 

Gent. Ready, my lord. 

Lear. Come, boy. 

Fool. She that's a maid now, and laughs at 
my departure, 56 

Shall not be a maid long, unless things be cut 
shorter. {Exeunt. 

ACT H 

Scene L— A Court within the Castle of the 
EARL OF GLOUCESTER. 

Enter EDMUND and curan, meeting. 

Edm. Save thee, Curan. 

Cur. And you, sir. I have been with your 
father, and given him notice that the Duke of 
Cornwall and Regan his duchess will be here 
with him to-night. S 

Edm. How comes that? 

Cur. Nay, I know not. You have heard of 
the news abroad? I mean the whispered ones, 
for they are yet but ear-kissing arguments? » 
Edm. Not I: pray you, what are they? 

Cur. Ha ve you beard of no likely wars toward, 
twist the Dukes of Cornwall and Albany? 12 
Edm. Not a word. 

Cur. You may do then, in time. Fare you 
well, sir. {Exit. 

Edm. The duke be here to-night! The better I 
best! 

This weaves itself perforce into my business. 
My father hath set guard to take my brother; 
And I have one thing, of a queasy question. 


Enter EDGAR. 

My father watches: O sir! fly this place; 
Intelligence is given where you are hid; 

You have now the good advantage of the 
night. 24 

Have you not spoken’gainst the Duke of Corn¬ 
wall? 

He’s coming hither, now, i* the night, i’ the 
haste, 

And Regan with him; have you nothing said 
Upon his party ’gainst the Duke of Albany ? ss 
Advise yourself. 

Edg. I am sure on’t, not a word. 

Edm. I hear my father coming; pardon me; 
In cunning I must draw my sword upon you; 
Draw; seem to defend yourself; now ’quit you 
well. 32 

Yield;—come before my father. Light, hoi 
here! 

Fly, brother. Torches! torches! So, farewell. 

{Exit EDGAR. 

Some blood drawn on me would beget opinion 
{Wounds his arm. 
Of my more fierce endeavour: I have seen 
drunkards 3d 

Do more than this in sport. Father! fatheri 
Stop, stopl No help? 

Enter Gloucester, and Servants with torches. 
Glo. Now, Edmund, where’s the villain? 
Edm. Here stood he in the dark, his sharp 
sword out, 40 

Mumbling of wicked charms, conjuring the 

moon 

To stand auspicious mistress. 

Glo. But where is he} 

Edm. Look, sir, I bleed. 

Glo. Where is the villain, Edmund} 

Edm. Fled this way, sir. When by no means 
he could— 44 

Glo. Pursue him, ho! Go after. [Exeunt 

some Servants.] ‘By no means’ what? 
Edm. Persuade me to the murder of your 
lordship; 

But that I told him, the revenging gods 
’Gainst parricides did all their thunders bend; 
Spoke with how manifold and strong a bond 4» 
The child was bound to the father; air, in fine. 
Seeing how loathly opposite I stood 
To his unnatural purpose, in fell motion, ss 
With his prepared sword he charges home 
My unprovided body, lanc'd mine arm; 

But when he saw my best alarum’d spirits 
Bold in the quarrel s right, rous'd to the en¬ 
counter, 36 

Or whether gasted by the noise I made. 

Full suddenly he fled. 

Glo. Let him fly far: 

Not in this land shall be remain uncaught; 
And found—dispatch. The noble duke my 
master, to 


m. uiuh sn,i« 

brother, a word; 


brother, I say I 11 th a nk s. 
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Bringing the murderous coward to the stake; 64 
He that conceals him, death. 

Edm. When 1 dissuaded him from his intent. 
And found him pight to do it, with curst speech 
I threaten’d to discover him: he replied, «8 
‘Thou unpossessing bastard 1 dost thou think. 
If I would stand against thee, would the reposal 
Of any trust, virtue, or worth, in thee 
Make thy words faith’d? No: what I should 
deny,— 72 

As this I would; ay, though thou didst produce 
My very character,—I’d turn it all 
To thy suggestion, plot, and damned practice: 
And thou must make a dullard of the world, 76 
If they not thought the profits of my death 
Were very pregnant and potential spurs 
To make thee seek it.’ 

Glo. Strong and fasten’d villain! 

Would he deny his letter? I never got him. 80 
[Tucket within. 

Had:) the duke's trumpets. I know not why he 
comes. 

All ports I’ll bar; the villain shall not ’scape; 
The duke must grant me that: besides, his pic¬ 
ture 

I will send far and near, that all the kingdom 84 
May have due note of him; and of my land. 
Loyal and natural boy. I’ll work the means 
To make thee capable. 

Enter Cornwall, regan, and Attendants. 
Com. How now, my noble friend! since I 
came hither,— 88 

Which I can call but now,—I have heard strange 
news. 

Reg. If it be true, all vengeance comes too 
short 

Which can pursue the offender. How dost, my 
lord? 

Glo. Ol m a dam , my old heart is crack’d, it’s 
crack’d. 92 

What! did my father's godson seek your 

He whom my father nam’d? your Edgar? 

Glo. O! lady, lady, shame would have it hid. 
Reg. Was he not companion with the riotous 
knights 96 

That tend upon my father? 

Glo. I know not, madam; ’tis too bad, too 
bad. 

Edm. Yes, madam, he was of that consort. 
Reg. No marvel then though he were ill 
affected; 100 

Tis they have put him on the old man’s death. 
To have the expense and waste of his revenues. 
I have this present evening from my sister 
Been well-inform'd of them, and with such 
cautions 104 

That if they come to sojourn at my house. 

I’ll not be there. 

Com. Nor I, assure thee, Regan. 

Edmund, I hear that you have shown your 
father 

A child-Uke office. 

Edm. Twas my duty, sir. ro8 

Glo. He did bewray his practice ; and receiv’d 


This hurt you see, striving to apprehend him. 
Corn. Is he pursu’d? 

Glo. Ay, my good lord. 

Com. If he be taken he shall never more 112 
Be fear’d of doing harm; make your own pur¬ 
pose. 

How in my strength you please. For you, 
Edmund, 

Whose virtue and obedience doth this instant 
So much commend itself, you shall be ours: 116 
Natures of such deep trust we shall much need; 
You we first seize on. 

Edm. I shall serve you, sir. 

Truly, however else. 

Glo. For him I thank your Grace. 

Com. You know not why we came to visit 

yOU,- 120 

Reg. Thus out of season, threading dark-ey’d 
night: 

Occasions, noble Gloucester, of some prize. 
Wherein we must have use of your advice. 
Our father he hath writ, so hath our sister, 124 
Of differences, which I best thought it fit 
To answer from our home; the several mes¬ 
sengers 

From hence attend dispatch. Our good old 
friend. 

Lay comforts to your bosom, and bestow 128 
Your needful counsel to our businesses, 
Which craves the instant use. 

Glo. I serve you, madam. 

Your Graces are right welcome. [Exeunt. 


Scene H .—Before Gloucester’s C astle. 

Enter KENT and OSWALD, severally. 

Osw. Good dawning to thee, friend: art of 
this house? 

Kent. Ay. 

Osw. Where may we set our horses? 4 

Kent. V the mire. 

Osw. Prithee, if thou iovest me, tell me. 
Kent. I love thee not. 

Osw. Why, then I care not for thee. 8 
Kent. If I had thee in Lipsbury pinfold, I 
would make thee care for me. 

Osw. Why dost thou use me thus? I know 
thee not. 22 

Kent. Fellow, I know thee. 

Osw. What dost thou know me for? 

Kent. A knave, a rascal, an eater of broken 
meats; a base, proud, shallow, beggarly, three- 
suited, hundred-pound, filthy, worsted-stocking 
knave; a lily-liver’d, action-taking knave; a 
whoreson, glass-gazing,superserviceable.finical 
rogue; one-trunk-inhcrittng slave; one that 
wouldst be a bawd, in way of good service, 
and art nothing but the composition of a 
knave, beggar, coward, pandar, and the son 
and heir of a mongrel bitch: one whom I will 
beat into clamorous whining if thou deniest 
the least syllable of thy addition. t6 

Osw. Why, what a monstrous fellow art 
thou, thus to rail on one that is neither known 
of thee nor knows thee! , *8 

Kent. What a brazen-faced variet art thou, 
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to deny thou knowest me! Is it two days since 
I tripped up thy heels and beat thee before 
the king? Draw, you rogue; for, though it be 
night, yet the moon shines: I'll make a sop o’ 
the moonshine of you. [Drawing his sword.] 
Draw, you whoreson, cullionly, barber-monger, 
draw. 37 

Osw. Away! I have nothing to do with thee. 
Kent. Draw, you rascal; you come with let¬ 
ters against the king, and ake vanity the pup¬ 
pet’s part against the royalty of her father. 
Draw, you rogue, or I’ll so carbonado your 
shanks: draw, you rascal; come your ways. 
Osw. Help, ho! murder! help! 44 

Kent. Strike, you slave; stand, rogue, stand; 
you neat slave, strike. [Beating him. 

Osw. Help, ohl murder! murder! 

Enter Edmund with his rapier drawn. 

Edm. How now! What’s the matter? 48 
[Parting them. 

Kent. With you, goodman boy, if you please: 
come, 

I’ll flesh ye; come on, young master. 

Enter CORNWALL, MOAN, GLOUCESTER, and 

Servants. 

Glo. Weapons! arms! What’s the matter 
here? 

Corn. Keep peace, upon your lives; ss 

He dies that strikes again. What is the matter ? 
Ifeg. The messengers from our sister and the 

Corn. What is your difference? speak. 

Osw. I am scarce in breath, my lord. 36 
Kent. No marvel, you have so bestirred your 
valour. You cowardly rascal, nature dis c l a im s 
in thee: a tailor made thee. 

Corn. Thou art a strange fellow; a tailor 
make a man? 61 

Kent. Ay, a tailor, sir: a stone-cutter or a 
painter could not have made him so ill, though 
they had been but two hours o’ the trade. 64 
Com. Speak yet, howgrew your quarrel? 
Osw. This ancient ruffian, sir, whose life I 
have spar’d at suit of his grey beard,— 67 

Kent. Thou whoreson zed! thou unnecessary 
letter! My lord, if you will give me leave, I will 
tread this unbolted villain into mortar, and 
daub the wall of a jakes with him. Spam my 
grejr beard, you wagtail? 

Corn. Peace, sirrah! 

You beastly knave, know you no reverence? 
Kent. Yes, sir; but anger bath a privilege. 
Com. Why art thou angry? .. 7 « 

Kent. That such a slave as this should wear 
„„ a sword. 

Who wears no honesty. Such smiling rogues as 
tbm, 

Like rats, oft bite the holy cords a-twain 
Which are too intrinae t’ unloose; smooth every 
» passion . 80 

That in the natures of their lords rebel; 

Bring oil to fire, snow to their colder moods; 
Renege, affirm, and turn their halcyon beaks 


With every gale and vary of their masters, S4 
Knowing nought, like dogs, but following. 

A plague upon your epileptic visage! 

Smile you my speeches, as 1 were a fool? 
Goose, if I had you upon Sarum plain, 88 
I’d drive ye cackling home to Camelot. 

Corn. What! art thou mad, old fellow? 

Glo. How fell you out? say than 
Kent. No contraries hold more antipathy 92 
Than 1 and such a knave. 

Corn. Why dost thou call him knave? What 
is his fault? 

Kent. His countenance likes me not 
Com. No mote, perchance, does mine, nor 
his, nor hers. 97 

Kent. Sir, ’tis my occupation to be plain; 

I have seen better faces in my time 

Than stands on any shoulder that 1 tee too 

Before me at this instant. 

Corn. This is some fellow. 

Who, having been prais’d for bluntness, doth 
affect 

A saucy roughness, and constrains the garb 
Quite from his nature: he cannot flatter, he, 104 
An honest mind and plain, he must speak truth: 
An they will take it, so; if not, he’s plain. 
These kind of knaves I know, which in this 
plainness 

Harbour more craft and more corrupter ends 
Than twenty silly-ducking observants, 109 
That stretch their duties nicely. 

Kent. Sir, in good sooth, in sincere verity. 
Under the allowance of your grand aspect, m 
Whose influence, like the wreath of radiant fire 
On flickering Phcebus’ front,— 

Corn. What mean’st by this? 

Kent. To go out of xny dialect, which you 
discommend so much. I know, sir, I am no 
flatterer: he that beguiled you in a plain accent 
was a plain knave; which for my part I will not 
be, though I should win your displeasure to en¬ 
treat me to’t. iso 

Corn. What was the offence you gave him? 
Osw. I never gave him any: 

It pleas’d the king his master very late 
To strike at me, upon his misconstruction; 124 
When be, conjunct, and flattering his dis¬ 
pleasure, 

Tripp'd me behind; bring down, insulted, tail'd, 
And put upon him such a deal of man, 

That worthied him, got praises of the king xal 
For'him attempting who was self-subdu’d; 
And, in the fleshment of this dread exploit. 
Drew on me here again. 

Kent. None of these rogues and cowards 
But Ajax Is their fool. 

Corn, Fetch forth the stocks! 13s 

Youstxibbom ancient knave, you reverend brag- 

We^f teach you. 

Kent. Sir, I am too old to learn, 

Call not your stories for me; I serve the king, 
On whose employment I was sent to you; 136 
You shall do small respect, showtoo bold malice 
Against the grace and person of my master. 
Stocking his 1 
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Com. Fetch forth the stocks! As I have life 
and honour, 140 

There shall he sit till noon. 

Ref. Till noon! Till night, my lord; and all 
night too. 

Aent. Why, madam, if I were your father’s 

■ You snould not use me so. 

Reg. Sir, being his knave, I will. 144 

Com. This is a fellow of the self-same colour 
Our sister speaks of. Come, bring away the 
stocks. [Slocks brought out, 

Glo. Let me beseech your Grace not to do so. 
His fault is much, and the good king his 
master 148 

Will check him for’t: your purpos'd low cor¬ 
rection 

Is such as basest and contemned’st wretches 
For pilferings and most common trespasses 
Are punish'd with: the king must take it ill, 15a 
That be. so slightly valu’d in his messenger. 
Should have him thus restrain'd. 

Com. I’ll answer that 

Reg. My sister may receive it much more 
worse 

To have her gentleman abus’d, assaulted, is* 
For following her affairs. Put in his legs. 

[kent it put ill the stocks. 
Come, my good lord, away. 

[Exeunt all but Gloucester and kent. 
Glo. I am sorry for thee, friend; ’ds the duke’s 
pleasure. 

Whose disposition, all the world well knows, t<o 
Will not be rubb'd nor stopp’d: I’U entreat for 
thee. 

Kent. Pray, do not, sir. I have watch’d and 
traveil’d hard; 

Some time I shall sleep out, the rest I’ll whistle. 
A good man’sfortune may grow out at heels: 164 
Give you good morrow! 

Glo. The duke’s to blame in this; 'twill be 
ill taken. [ Exit. 

Kent. Good king, that must approve the 
common saw, 

Thou out of heaven's benediction com'st t*» 
To the warm sun. 

Approach, thou beacon to this under (lobe. 
That by thy comfortable beams I may 
Peruse this letter. Nothing almost sees miracles 
But misery: I know 'ds from Cordelia, 17* 
Who hath most fortunately been Inform'd 
Of my obscured course; and shall find time 
From tibia enormous state, seeking to give i 7 « 
Losses their remedies. AH weary and o’er- 
watch’d. 

Take vantage, heavy eyes, not to behold 
This shameful lodging. 

Fortune, good night, smile once more; turn thy 
wheel! \ne sleeps. 

Scinx HL— A Part of the Heath. 

Enter EDOAa. 

/ Ed*. I heard myself proclaim’d; 

And by the happy hollow of a tree 
Escap’d the hunt. No port is fise; no place. 


That guard, and most unusual vigfiance. 4 
Does not attend my taking. While ! may scape 
I will preserve myself; and am bethought 
To take the basest and most poorest shape 
That ever penury, in contempt of man, t 
Brought near to beast; my face I’ll grime with 
filth. 

Blanket my loins, elf all my hair in knots. 
And with presented nakedness outface 
The winds and persecutions of the sky. n 
The country gives me proof and precedent 
Of Bedlam beggars, who with roaring voices, 
Strike in their numb’d and mortified bare arms 
Pins, wooden pricks, nails, sprigs of rosemary; 
And with this horrible object, from low farms. 
Poor pelting villages, sheep-imtes, and mills. 
Sometime with lunatic bans, sometime with 
prayers. 

Enforce their charity. Poor Turlygood! poor 
Tom! so 

That’s something yet; Edgar I nothing am. 

[Exit. 


Scene IV .—Before Gloucester’s Castle. 
kent in the stocks. 

Enter leak. Fool, and Ge ntlem a n . 

Lear. Tis strange that they should so depart 
from home. 

And not send back my me s se nge r . 

Gent. As I learn'd. 

The night before there was no purpose in them 
Of this remove. 

Kent. Hail to thee, noble master! 4 

Lear. Ha! 

Mak'st thou this shame thy pastime? 

Kent. No, my lord. 

Fool. Ha, hat he ween cruel garters. Horses 
are tied by the head, dogs sod beart by the neck, 
monkeys by the loins, and men by the legs: 
when a man it over-lustymt legs, then be wean 
wooden ne*her-etocks. 

Lear. What ’a he that hath so much thy place 
mistook is 

To set thee here? 

Kent. It is both he and she. 

Your son and daughter. 

Lear. No. 

Kent. Yes. *« 

Lear. No, I say. 

Kent. I say, yea. 

Lear. No, no; they would not. 

Kent. Yes, they have. »» 

Lear. By Jupiter, I swear, no. 

Kent. By Juno, I (wear, ay. , , 

Lear. They durst not do t; 

They could not, would not do’t; ’ds worn than 
murder. 

To do upon respect such violent outrage. « 
Resolve me, with all modest haste, winch way 
Thou mightst deserve, or they impoas, this 

Comingftotn us. 

Kent. My lord, when at their bcsns 

I did command your highness' letten to them. 
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Ere I was riaen from the place that show d a» „„-.a nnr^r.. 

My duty kneeling, there came a reeking poet. Re-enter leak, with OLOuaaiiuk. 

Stew'd in hit baste, half breathless, panting Lear. Deny to speak with me 1 They are tick 1 
forth they are weary. 

From Goneril hie mistress salutations; They have tra veil’d hard t>*sht I Mere fetches. 

Deliver’d letters, spite of intermission. The images of revote and flying off. 

Which presently they read: on whose contents Fete* me a better answer. 

They summon’d up their medny, straight took Glo. My dear lord, 9 t 

horse; You know the fiery quality of the duke; 

Commanded me to follow, and attend 3 « How unremovable and fix d he is 
The leisure of their answer; gave me cold looks: In his own course. ... 

And meeting here the other messenger, Lear. Vengeance! plague! death! conforion! 

Whose welcome, I perceiv’d, had poison’d Fiery! what quality! Why, Gloucester, Glen* 
mine,— cester, 97 

Being the very fellow which of late 40 I’d speak with the Duke of Cornwall and his 

Disnlav’d so saucily against your highness,— wife, . 


mine,— 

Being the very fellow which of late 40 

Display’d so saucily against your highness,— 
Having more man than wit about me,—drew: 
He rais’d the house with loud and coward cries. 
Your son and daughter found this trespass 
worth 44 

The shame which here it suffers. 

Fool. Winter'snot gone yet, if the wild geese 
fly that way. 

Fathers that wear rags 4 * 

Do make their children blind, 

But fathers that bear bags 
Shall see their children kind. 
Fortune, that arrant whore, si 

Ne’er turns the key to the poor. 

But for all this thou shalt have as many dolours 
for thy daughters as thou canst tell in a year. 
Lear. O! how this mothe r swells up toward 
my heart; 5 * 

Hystericapassio! d own, thou climbing sorrow 1 


Glo. Well, my good lord, I have inform'd 
them so. 

Lear. Inform’d them! Dost thou understand 
me, man? 100 

Glo. Ay. my good lord. 

Lear. The king would speak with Cornwall; 
the 4 rar father 

Would with his daughter speak, commands her 
service: ... *°3 

Are they inform’d ofthla ! My breath and blood! 
Fiery t the fiery duke! Tell the hot duke that— 
No, but not yet; may be he is not well: 
Infirmity doth still neglect all office 


Ne’er turns the key to the poor. infirmity dour still neglect all office 

rt for all >bi« thou shalt have as many dolours Whereto our h eal t h is bound; we are not our- 

r thy daughters as thou canst tell in a year. selves _ . ?£* 

Lear. O! how this mother swells up toward When nature, being oppress d, commands the 


mind 

To suffer with the body. I’ll forbear; 


Thy element’s below. Where is this daughter! And am fall’n out with mv mow beadier will, 
Kent. With the earl, sir: here within. To take the indispos’d and sickly fit m 

Lear. Follow me not; stay here. [£.rif. For the sound man. Death on my statel [Look- 
Gent. Made you no more offence than what infon xent .1 Wherefore 
von sneak of? Should he sit here! This act persuades me 

Ke^MNone That this remotion of the duke and her 

How chance the king comes with so small a Is practice only. Give me ng servant fo rth, zti 
number! 64 Go, tell the duke and’a wife I’d speak with than 

Fool. An thou hadat been set i’ the stocks for Now, presently: bid them come forth and hear 


that question, thou hadat well deserved it. 

Kent. Why, fool? 6 1 

Fool. Well set thee to school to an ant, to 
teach thee there's no labouring T the winter. All 
that follow their noses are lea by their eyes but 
blind men; and there’s not a nose among twenty 
but can smell him that's stinking. Let go thy 
hold when a great wheel runs down a hill, lest it 
break thy neck with following it; but the great 
one that goes up the hill, let him draw thee alter. 


Wire' fool? 67 Or at their chamber-door I’U beat the drum 

We’ll set thee to school to an ant, to Till It cry sleep to death. 120 

>e there’s no labouring T the winter. All Glo. I would have all well betwixt you. 

dw their noses are led by their eyes but ,_. ,, - Art**” 

in; and there ’snot a nose among twenty Lear. O, mel my heart, my rising heart 1 but, 

smell him that's stinking, let go thy down! . .... 


When a wise man gives thee better counsel, give aied, ’Down, wantons, .tom! ’Twashm 
me mine again: I would have none but knaves brother Uat, in pure I rindnre s to bis hone, 
follow it, shoe a fool gives it , buttered his hay- 


That sir which serves and seeks for gain, 

_ And follows but for form, »o 


Will pack when it begins to rain. 

And leave thee In the storm. 

But I will tarry; the fool will stay, 
And let the wise man fly: 

The knave turns food that runs away; 
_ The fool no knave, perdy. _ 

Kent. Where team’d you this, fool? 
Fool. Not F the stocks, foot 


Enter Cornwall, reoan, Gloucester, 
and Servants. 


Lear. Good morrow to you both. 

Corn. Hail to your Grace! 

(4 [kent is set at liberty. 

Reg. I am glad to see your hlghne ra. 

Lear. Regan, I think you an; I know what 
reason 

is I have to think to: if thou shouldst not be glad. 
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I would divorce me from thy mother's tomb, 133 Thy half o' the kingdom hast thou not forgot. 
Sepulchring an adult’ress.— [To Kent.] Ol are Wherein 1 thee endow’d. 

Reg. Good sir, to the purpose. 1S4 

Lear. Who put my man i’ the stocks} 

[Tucket within. 
Corn. What trumpet’s that! 

Reg. I know’t, my sister's; this approves her 
letter, 


you free ? 

Some other time for that. Beloved Regan, 
Thy sister's naught: O Regan I she hath tied 13s 
Sharp-tooth’d unkindness, like a vulture, here: 

[Points to his heart. 
I can scarce speak to thee; thou'It not believe 
With how deprav’d a quality—O Regan! 

Reg. I pray you, sir, take patience. 1 have 
hope • 140 

You less know how to value her desert 
Than she to scant her duty. 

Lear. Say, how is that? 

Rer. I cannot think my sister in the least 
Would fail her obligation: if, sir, perchance 144 
She have restrain’d the riots of your followers, 
*Tis on such ground, and to such wholesome end, 
As clears her from all blame. 

Lear. My curses on her! 

Reg. O, sir! you are old; 148 

Nature in you stands on the very verge 
Of her confine: you should be rul’d and led 
By some discretion that discerns your state 
Better than you yourself. Therefore I pray you 
That to our sister you do make return; r$3 
Say, you have wrong'd her, sir. 

Lear. Ask her forgiveness? 

Do you but mark how this becomes the house: 
’Dear daughter, I confess that 1 am old; 136 
Age is unnecessary: on my knees I beg 

[Kneeling. 

That you’ll vouchsafe me raiment, bed, and 
food.' 

Reg. Good sir, no more; these are unsightly 
tncks: 

Return you to my sister. 

Lear. [Rising.] Never, Regan. r6o 

She hath abated me of half my train; 

Look’d black upon me; struck me with her 
tongue, 

Most serpent-like, upon the very heart. 

All the stor’d vengeances of heaven fall 164 
On her ingrateful top! Strike her young bones. 
You taking airs, with lameness! 

Corn. Fie, sir, fie! 

Lear. Younimblelightnings,dartyourbUnd- 
ing flames 

Into her acornfhl eyes! Infect her beauty, 168 
You fen-suck’dfogs, drawn by the powerful sun, 
To fall and blast her pride! 

Reg. O the Meet gods! So will you wish 
on me. 

When the rash mood is on. 17s 

Lear. No, Regan, thou shalt never have my 
curse 


Thy ter* d e r - h»ty»d nature shall not give 
Thee o’er to harshness; her eyes are fierce, but To this detested groom. [Pointing at Oswa 
thlna Con. At your choice, sir. 


Thatshewouldsoonbehere. Is your lady come? 
Enter Oswald. 

Lear. This is a slave, whose easy-borrow'd 
pride 1S8 

Dwells in the fickle grace of her he follows. 
Out, varlet, from my sight! 

Corn. What means your Grace? 

Lear. Who stock’d my servant? Regan, I 
have good hope 

Thou didst not know on’L Who comes here? 
O heavens, 192 

Enter goneril. 

If you do love old men, if your sweet sway 
Allow obedience, if yourselves are old. 

Make it your cause; send down and take my 
part! 

[To goneril.] Art not asham’d to look upon 
this beard? i9t 

O Regan, wilt thou take her by the hand? 
Con. Why not by the hand, sir? How have 
I offended? 

All’s not offence that indiscretion finds 
And dotage terms so. 

Lear. O sides! you are too tough; 

Will you yet hold? How came my man i’ the 
stocks? 201 

Corn. I set him there, dr: but his own dis¬ 
orders 

Deserv’d much less advancement 
Lear. You! did you? 

Rex. I pray you, fiuher, being weak, seem so. 
If, till the expiration of your month, 20s 
You will return and sojourn with my sister. 
Dismissing half your train, come thro to me: 

1 am now from home, and out of that provision 
Which shall be needful for your entertainment. 

Lear. Return to her?ancf fifty men dismiss’d! 
No, rather I abjure all roofs, and choose 
To wage against the enmity o’ the air; va 
To be a comrade with the wolf and owl. 
Necessity's sharp pinch! Return with her! 
Why, the hot-blooded France, that dowerless 
took 

Our youngest born, I could as well be brought 
To knee his throne, and iquire-Eke, pension beg 
To keep base life afoot. Return with her! 
Persuade me rather to be slave and sumpter 

OSWALD. 


Do comfort and not burn. Tis not in thee 178 
To grudge my pleasures, to cut off my train. 
To bandy hasty words, to scant my sizes. 
And, in conclusion, to oppose the bolt 
Against my coming in; thou better know*st its 
The offices of nature, bond of childhood. 
Effects of c o urtesy , dues of gratitude; 


Lear. I prithee, daughter, do not make me 
mad; 

I will not trouble thee, my child; farewell. 
Well no mote meet, no more lee one another; 
But yet tbou art my flesh, my blood, my 
daughter: 224 

Or rather a disease that’s in nay flesh. 
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Which I must needs call mine: thou art a boil, 
A plague-sore, an embossed carbuncle. 

In my corrupted blood. But 1*11 not chide 
thee; 228 

Let shame come when it will, I do not call it; 
1 do not bid the thunder-bearer shoot. 

Nor tell tales of thee to high-judging Jove. 
Mend when thou canst; be better at thy 
leisure: 2j2 

I can be patient; I can stay with Regan, 

1 and my hundred knights. 

Reg. Not altogether so: 

I look’d not for you yet, nor am provided 
For your fit welcome. Give ear, sir, to my 
sister; 236 

For those that mingle reason with your passion 
Must be content to think you old, and so— 
But she knows what she does. 

Lear. Is this well spoken} 

Reg. I dare avouch it, sir; whatl fifty fol¬ 
lowers} 240 

Is it not well} What should you need of more? 
Yea, or so many, sith that both charge and 
danger 

Speak’gainst so great a number} How, in one 
house. 

Should many people, under two commands, 244 
Hold amity! Tis hard; almost impossible. 
Con. Why might not you, my lord, receive 
attendance 

From those that she calls servants, or from 
mine! 

Reg. Why not, my lord! If then they chanc’d 
to slack you 248 

We could control them. If you will come to 
me,— 

For now I spy a danger,—I entreat you 
To bring but five-and-twenty; to no more 
Will I give place or notice. *5» 

Lear. I gave you all— 

Reg. And in good time you gave it. 

Lear. Made you my gua r dians, my deposi¬ 
taries. 

But kept a reservation to be follow'd 
With such a number. Whatl must I come to 
you 256 

With five-and-twenty! Regan, said you so! 
Reg. And speak’t again, my lord; no more 
with me. 

Lear. Those wicked creature* yet do look 
well-favour 1 d. 

When others are more wicked; not being the 
worst 260 

Stands in some rank of praise. [7o goneril.] 
I’ll go with thee: 

«y fifty yet doth double five-and-twenty. 
Aim thou art twice her love. 

Con. Hear me, my lord. 

What need you five-and-twenty, ten, or five, 264 
To follow m a house, where twice so many 
Have a command to tend you? 

Reg. What need one? 

Lear. O! tenon not the need; our basest 


e In thepoorest thing s up erfl u ous: »** 

A3(m not nature more than nature needs. 


Man’s life Is cheap as beast’s. Thou art alady; 
If only to go warm were gorgeous. 

Why, nature needs not what thou gorgeous 
wear’st, 272 

Which scarcely keeps thee warm. But, for true 
need,— 

You heavens, give me that patience, patience I 
need! 

You see me here, you gods, a poor old man, 
As full of grief as age; wretched in both! 276 
If it be you that stir these daughters’ hearts 
Against their father, fool me not so much 
To bear it tamely; touch me with noble anger, 
And let not women’s weapons, water-drops, 280 
Stain my man’s cheeks! No, you unnatural 
hags, 

I will have such revenges on you both 
That all the world shall—I will do such things,— 
What they are yet I know not,—but they shall 
be 284 

The terrors of the earth. You think I’ll weep; 
No, I’ll not weep: 

I have full cause of weeping, but tills heart 
Shall break into a hundred thousand flaws 288 
Or ere I'll weep. O fool! I shall go mad. 
[Exeunt LEAH, GLOUCESTER, KENT, and Fool. 

Corn. Let us withdraw; ’twill be a storm. 

[.Storm heard at a distance. 
Ref. This house is little: the old man and 
his people 

Cannot be well bestow’d. 292 

Gon. Tis his own blame; hath put himself 
from rest. 

And must needs taste his folly. 

Reg. For his particular. I'll receive him 
gladly. 

But not one follower. 

Gon. Sc am I purpos’d. 296 

Where is my Lord of Gloucester? 

Corn. Follow’d the old man forth. He is 
return'd. 

Re-enter Gloucester. 

C/o. The king is in high rage. 

Corn. Whither is he going! 

Glo. He calls to horse; but will I know not 
whither. 3 00 

Corn. 'Tis best to give him way; he leads 
himself. 

Con. My lord, entreat him by no mean* to 
stay. 

Glo. Alack! the night comes on, and the 
bleak winds 

Do sorely ruffle; for many miles about 304 
There's scarce a bush. 

Reg. Ot sir. to wilful men, 

The injuries that they themselves procure 
Must be their schoolmasters. Shut up your 
doors; 

He to attended with a desperate tram, set 
And what they may incense him to. being apt 
To have Ms ear abus'd, wisdom bids fear. 
Com. Shut up your doors, my lord; tis a 
wild night: 

My Regan counsels well: come out o’ the storm. 

[Exemi. 
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ACT XU 

Scene I. —A Heath. 

A storm, with thunder and lightning. Enter 
KENT and a Gentleman, meeting. 

Kent. Who's here, beside foul weather? 
Gent. One minded like the weather, most 
unquietly. 

Kent. I know you. Where’s the king? 

Gent. Contending with the fretful elements; 
Bids the wind blow the earth into the sea, s 
Or swell the curled waters ’bove the main. 
That things might change or cease; tears his 
white hair. 

Which the impetuous blasts, with eyeless rage, 8 
Catch in their fury, and make nothing of; 
Strives in his little world of man to out-scom 
The to-and-fro-conflicting wind and rain. 

This night, wherein the cub-drawn bear would 
couch, u 

The lion and the belly-pinched wolf 
Keep their fur dry, unbonneted he runs. 

And bids what will take ad. 

Kent. But who is with him? 

Gent. None but the fool, who labours to out- 
jest 16 

His heart-struck injuries. 

Kent. Sir, I do know you; 

And dare, upon the warrant of my note, 
Commend a dear thing to you. There is divi¬ 
sion. 

Although as yet the face of it be cover’d so 
With mutual cunning, ’twixt Albany and Corn¬ 
wall; 

Who have—as who have not, that their great 
stars 

Thron’d and set high—servants, who seem no 
less, 

Which are to France the spies and speculations 
Intelligent of our state; what hath been seen, 35 
Either in snuffs and packings of the dukes, 

Or the hard rein which both of them have home 
Against the old kind king; or something deeper. 
Whereof perchance these are but furnishings; 39 
But, true it is, from France there comes a power 
Into this scatter'd kingdom; who already, 
Wise in our negligence, have secret feet 33 
In some of our bat ports, and are at point 
To show their open banner. Now to you: 

If on my credit you dare build so far 
To make your speed to Dover, you shall find 36 
Some that will thank you, making just report 
Of how unnatural and bemadding sorrow 
The king hath cause to plain. 

I am a gentleman of blood and breeding, 4a 
And from some knowledge and assurance offer 
This office to you. 

Gent. I will talk further with you. 

Kent. No, do not 

For confirmation that I am much more 44 
Than my out-wall, open this mine, and take 
What it contains. If you shall see Cordelia,— 
As doubt not but you shall,—show her this 

And*s& will tdl you who your fellow is 48 
That yet you do not know. Fie on this storm I 


I will go seek the king. 

Gent. Give me your hand. Have you no 
more to say? 

Kent. Few words, but to effect more than 
all yet; 33 

That, when we have found the king,—in which 
your pain 

That way. I’ll this,—he that first lights on him 
Holla the other. [ Exeunt severally. 

Scene II.— Another Part of the Heath. 
Storm still. 

Enter leak and Fool. 

Lear. Blow, winds, and crack your cheeks! 
rage! blow I 

You cataracts and hurricanoes, spout 
Till you have drench’d our steeples, drown’d 
the cocks 1 

You sulphurous and thought-executing fires, 4 
Vaunt-couriers to oak-cleaving thunderbolts. 
Singe my white headl And thou, all-shaking 
thunder. 

Strike flat the thick rotundity o’ the world I 
Crack nature’s moulds, all germens spill at once 
That make ingrateful man! 9 

Fool. O nuncle, court holy-water in a dry 
house is better than this rain-water out o’ door. 
Good nuncle, in, and ask thy daughters’ blessing; 
here’s a night pities neither wise man nor fool. 
Lear. Rumble thy bellyful 1 Spit, fire 1 spout, 
rain! >4 

Nor rain, wind, thunder, fire, are my daughters: 
I tax not you, you elements, with unkind ness; 
I never gave you kingdom, call’d you children. 
You owe me no subscription: then, let fall 
Your horrible pleasure; here I stand, your slave, 
A poor, infirm, weak, and despis’d old man. 30 
But yet I call you servile ministers. 

That have with two pernicious daughters join’d 
Your high-engender’d battles ’gainst a head 
So old and white as this. O! O! ’Us foul. 34 
Fool. He that has a house to put his head in 
has a good head-piece. 

The cod-place that wttl bourn 
Before the head has any, 28 

The head and be shall louse; 

So beggars marry many. 

The man that makes his toe 
What be his heart should make, 32 

Shall of a com cry woe. 

And turn his sleep to wake. 

For there was never yet fair woman but she 
made mouths in a glass. 3d 

Enter cent. 

Lear. No, I will be the pattern of all patience; 
I will say nothing. 

Kent. Who s there? 

Fool. Marry, here’s grace and a c o d-peace; 
that’s a wise man and a fooL * l 

Kent. Alas! sit, are you hem? things that 
love night 

Love not such nights as these; the 
tides 

Gmllow the very wand. 
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And make them keep their caves. Since I was 
man 

Such sheets of fire, such bursts ofhorrid thunder. 
Such groans of roaring wind and rain, I never 
Remember to have heard; man’s nature cannot 
cany 48 

The affliction nor the fear. 

Lear. Let the great gods, 

That keep this dreadful pother o’er our heads. 
Find out their enemies now. Tremble, thou 
wretch. 

That hast within thee undivulged crimes, 52 
Unwhipp’d of justice; hide thee, thou bloody 
hand; 

Thou perjur’d, and thou simular of virtue 
That art incestuous; caitiff, to pieces shake, 
That under covert and convenient seeming 36 
Hast practis’d on man's life; close pent-up 
guilts, 

Rive your concealing continents, and cry 
These dreadful summoners grace. I am a man 
More sinn’d against than sinning. 

Kent. Alack! bare-headed! 

Gracious my lord, hard by here is a hovel; 61 
Some friendship will it lend you ’gainst the 
tempest; 

Repose you there while I to this hard house,— 
More harder than the stone whereof ’tis rais’d,— 
Which even but now. demanding after you, 65 
Denied me to come in, return and force 
Their scanted courtesy. 

Lear. My wits begin to turn. 

Come on, my boy. How dost, my boy? Art 
cold? 6* 

I amcold myself. Where is this straw, my fellow? 
The art of our necessities is strange, 

Thatcan make vile things precious. Come, your 
hovel. 

Poor fool and knave, I have one part in my 
heart 72 

That’s sony yet for thee. 

Fool. 

He that hat s little tiny wit. 

With hoy, ho, the wind and the rain, 

Most make content with his fortunes fit, 76 

Though the rain it nineth every day. 

Lear. True, my good boy. Come, bring us to 
this hovel. [Exeunt lea* and KENT. 

Fool. This Is a bra ve night to cool a courtezan. 
I’ll speak a prophecy ere I go: 80 

When priests are more in word than matter; 
When brewers mar their malt with water; 
When nobles are their tailors' tutors; 

No heretics bunt’d, but wenches* suitors; 84 
When every case in law is tight; 

No squire In debt, nor no poor knight; 
When slanders do not live in tongues; 

Nor cutpurses come not to throngs; *8 
When usurers tell their gold i’ the field; 
And bawds and whores do churches build; 
Then shall the realm of Albion 
Come to great confusion: 9 * 

Tuen comet the time, who lives to see% 
That going shall be us’d with feet. 

prophecy Merlin shall make; for I live 
before his Him. [Exit. 
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Scene TH.—A Room In Gloucester's 

Castle. 

Enter Gloucester and edmund. 

Glo. Alack, alack I Edmund, I like not this 
unnatural dealing. When I desired their leave 
that I might pity him, they took from me the 
use of mine own house; charged me, on pain of 
their perpetual displeasure, neither to speak of 
him, entreat for him, nor any way sustain him. 
Edm. Most savage, and unnatural! 7 
Glo. Go to; say you nothing. There Is 
division between the dukes, and a worse matter 
than that. I have received a letter this night; 
'tis dangerous to be spoken; I have locked the 
letter in my closet These injuries the king now 
bears will be revenged borne; there’s part of 
a power already footed; we must incline to the 
king. I will seek him and privily relieve him; 
go you and maintain talk with the duke, that 
my charity be not of him perceived. If he ask 
for me, I am ill and gone to bed. If I die for it, 
as no less is threatened me, the king, my old 
master, must be relieved. Thera is some strange 
thing toward, Edmund; pray you, be careful. 21 

[Exit 

Edm. This courtesy, forbid thee, shall the 
duke 

Instantly know: and of that letter too: 

This seems a fair deserving, and must draw me 
That which my father loses; no less than all: 23 
The younger rises when the old doth fall. [Exit. 

Scene IV. —The Heath. Before a Hotel. 
Enter leak, KENT, and F00L 

Kent. Here is the place, my lord; good my 
lord, enter: 

The tyranny of the open night’s too rough 
For nature to endure. [Storm stUL 

Lear. Let me alone. 

Kent. Good my lord, enter here. 

Lear. Wilt break my heart? 4 

Kent. I’d rather break mine own. Good my 
lord, enter. 

Lear. Thou thlnk’st ’tis much that this con¬ 
tentious storm 

Invades us to the skin: so tis to thee; 

But where the greater malady is fix'd, 1 
The lesser is scarce felt. Thou’dst shun a bear; 
But if thy flight lay toward the roaring sea, 
Thou’dst meet the bear i’ the month. When 
the mind’s free 

The body’s delicate; the tempest in my mind is 
Doth from my senses take au feeling else 
Save what beats there. Filial ingratitude 1 
la it not as this mouth should tear this hand 
For lifting food to’t? But I will punish home: 16 
No, I win weep so more. In such a night 
To shut me outl Pour on; I will endure. 

In such a night as this! O Regan. Goneril! 
Your old kind father, whose frank heart gave 
all,— *0 

O! that way madness lies; let me shun that; 
No more of that 

Kent. Good my lord, enter here. 
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Lear. Prithee, go in thyself; seek thine own 
ease: 

This tempest will not give me leave to ponder 24 
On things would hurt me more. But I’ll go in. 
[To the Fool ] In, boy; go first. You houseless 
poverty,— 

Nay, get thee in. I'll pray, and then I’ll sleep. 

[Fool goes in. 

Poor naked wretches, wheresoe’er you are, 2* 
That bide the pelting of this pitiless storm. 
How shall your houseless heads and unfed sides. 
Your loop d and window’d raggedness, defend 
you 

From seasons such as these ? O! I have ta’en ja 
Too little care of this. Take physic, pomp; 
Expose thyself to feel what wretches feel, 

That thou mayst shake the superflux to them. 
And show the heavens more just. 36 

Edg. [Within.] Fathom and half, fathom 
and half! Poor Tom! 

| The Fool runs out from the hovel. 
Fool Come not in here, nuncle; here's a 
spirit. 

Help me! help met 

Kent. Give me thy hand. Who’s there? 40 
Fool. A spirit, a spirit the says his name ’spoor 
Tom. 

Kent. What art thou that dost grumble there 
i’ the straw? 

Come forth. 

Enter EDGAR disguised as a madman. 

Edg. Away! the foul fiend follows me! 44 
Through thesharp hawthorn blowthewinds. 
Hum! go to thy cold bed and warm thee. 
Lear. Didst thou give all to thy two daugh¬ 
ters? 

And art thou come to this? 48 

Edg. Who gives anything to poor Tom? 
whom the foul fiend hath led through fire and 
through flame, through ford and whirlpool, o’er 
bod and quagmire; that hath laid knives under 
his pillow, and halters in his pew; set ratsbane 
by his porridge; made him proud of heart, to 
ride on a bay trotting-horse over four-inched 
bridges, to course his own shadow for a traitor. 
Bless thy five wits! Tom’s a-cold. O! do de, 
do de, do de. Bless thee from whirlwinds, star- 
f?kisting,andtaking! DopoorTomsomecharity, 
whom the foul fiend vexes. There could 1 have 
him now, and there, and there again, and there. 

(Storm still. 

Lear. What! have his daughters brought 
him to this pass? 

Coutdst thou save nothing? Didst thou give 
them all? 

Fool. Nay, he reserved a blanket, else we had 
been all stunned. 65 

Lear. Now all the plagues that in the pendu¬ 
lous air 

Hang fated o’er men’s faults light on thy 
daughters! 

Kent. He hath no daughters, sir. <8 

Lear. Death, traitor! nothing could have 
subdu’d nature 

To such a lowness, but hit unkind daughter!. 


Is it the fashion that discarded fathers 
Should have thus little mercy on their flesh? 7a 
Judicious punishment! 'twas this flesh begot 
Those pelican daughters. 

Edg. Pillicock sat on Pillicock-hill: 

Halloo, halloo, loo, loo! 76 

Fool. This cold night will turn us all to fools 
and madmen. 

Edg. Take heed o' the foul fiend. Obey thy 
parents; keep thy word justly; swear not; com¬ 
mit not with man's sworn spouse; set not thy 
sweet heart on proud array. Tom’s a-cold. 82 

Lear. What hast thou been? 

Edg. A servingman, proud in heart and 
mind; that curled my hair, wore gloves in my 
cap, served the lust of my mistress's heart, and 
did the act of darkness with her; swore as many 
oaths as I spake words, and broke them in the 
sweet face of heaven; one that slept in the con¬ 
triving of lust, and waked to do it. Wine loved 
I deeply, dice dearly, and in woman out-para- 
moured the Turk: false of heart, light of ear, 
bloody of hand; hog in sloth, fox in stealth, 
wolf in greediness, dog in madness, Uod in prey. 
Let not die creaking of shoes nor the rustling of 
silks betray thy poor heart to woman: keep tby 
foot out of brothels, thy hand out of plackets, 
thy pen from lenders’ books, and defy the foul 
fiend. Still through the hawthorn blows the 
cold wind; says suum, mun ha no nonny. 
Dolphin my boy, my boy; seats! let him 
trot by. [Storm still. 

Lear. Why, thou wert better in thy grave 
than to answer with thy uncovered body this 
extremity of the skies. Is man no more than 
this? Consider him well. Thou owest the worm 
no silk, the beast no hide, the sheep no wool, the 
cat no perfume. Ha! here’s three on’s are 
sophisticated; thou art the thing itself; unac¬ 
commodated man is no more but such a poor, 
bare, forked animal as thou art. Off, off, you 
lendings! Come; unbutton here. 

[Tearing off his clothes. 

Fool. Prithee, nuncle, be contented; ’tis a 
naughty night to swim in. Now a little fire in 
a wide field were like an old lecher’s heart; a 
small spark, all the rest on’s body cold. Look! 
here comes a walking fire. 117 

Enter Gloucester with a torch. 

Edg. This is the foul fiend Flibbertigibbet: 
he begins at curfew, and walks till the first cock; 
he gives the web and the pin. squints the eye, 
and makes the harelip; mildews the white 
wheat, and hurts the poor creature of earth. 121 

Swithold footed thrice the old; 

He met the night-mare, and bar nine (hill; 

Bid her alight, 

And her troth pfight. 

And aroint thee, witch, aroint thee! 

Kent. How fares your Grace? *** 

Lear. What’s he? 

Kent. Who’s there? What Js’t you seek? 

Clo. What are you there? Your names? 

Edg. PoorTom;thateatsthe s w immi ngft Wl 
the toad, the tadpole, the wall-newt, and toe 
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water; that in the toy of his heart, when 
the foul fiend rages, eats cow-dung for sallets; 
swallows the old rat and the ditch-dog; drinks 
the green mantle of the standing pool: who is 
whipped from tithing to tithing, and stock- 
punished, and imprisoned; who hath had three 
suits to his back, sis shirts to his body, horse to 
ride, and weapon to wear; 141 


Glo. Take him yon on. 

Kent. Sirrah, come on; go along with us. 
Lear. Come, good Athenian. 

Glo. No words, no words: hush. 

Edg. Child Rowland to the dark tower came. 
His word was still. Fie, foh, and ton, 
I smell the blood of a British man. 1S7 
[Exeunt. 


Bat mice and rati and such >matl deer 
Have been Tom’s food for seven long year. 

Beware my follower. Peace, Smulldnt peace, 
thou fiend. 14s 

Glo. What! hath your Grace no better com¬ 
pany? 

Edg. The prince of darkness is a gentleman; 
Modo he’s call’d, and Mahu. 

Glo. Our flesh and blood, my lord, is grown 
so vile, 

That it doth hate what gets it. 150 

Edg. Poor Tom's a-cold. 

Glo. Go in with me. My duty cannot suffer 
To obey in all your daughters’ hard commands: 
Though their injunction be to bar my doors, 134 
And Ice this tyrannous night take hold upon 
you. 

Yet have I ventur’d to come seek you out 136 
And bring you where both fire and food is ready. 

Lear, rust let me talk with this philosopher. 
What is the cause of thunder? 

Kent. Good my lord, take his offer; go into 
the house. 160 

Lear. I’ll talk a word with this same learned 
Theban. 

What is your study? 

Edg. How to prevent the fiend, and to kill 
vermin. 

Lear. Let me ask you one word in private. 
Kent. Importune him once more to go, my 
lord; 163 

His wits begin to unsettle. 

Glo. Canst thou blame him? [Storm still. 
His daughters seek his d e a t h. Ah! that good 
Kent; 

He said it would be thus, poor banish’d man! 
Thou sayst the king grows mad; TH tell thee, 
friend, 169 

I am almost mad myself. I had a son, 
Nowoutlaw'dfrommy blood ; he sought my life, 
But lately, very late; I lov’d him, friend, 17s 
No Esther his son dearer; true to tell thee, 

[Storm continues. 
Tlte grief hath craz’d my wits. What a night's 

I do beseech your Grace,— 

Lear. O! cry you mercy, sir. 

Noble philosopher, your company. 176 

Edg. Tom’s a-cold. 

Glo. In, fellow, there, into the hovel: keep 
thee warm. 

Lear. Come, let’s in all. 

Kent. This way.my lord. 

Lear. With him; 

I wfll keep still with my philosopher. s 8 o 

Kent. Good my lord, soothe him; let him 
take the fellow. 


Scene V .—A Room in Gloucester's Castle. 

Enter CORNWALL and EDMUND. 

Com. I will have my revenge ere I depart 
his house. 

Edm. How, my lord, I may be censured, that 
nature thus gives way to loyalty, something 
fears me to think of. 3 

Com. I now perceive it was not altogether 
your brother’s evil disposition made him seek 
his death; but a provoking merit, set a-wotk by 
a reproveable badness in himself. 9 

Edm. How malicious is my fortune, that 1 
must repent to be just! This is the letter he 
spoke of, which approves him an intelligent 
party to the advantages of France. O heavens 1 
that this treason were not, or not I the detector 1 
Corn. Go with me to the duchess. 

Edm. If the matter of this paper be certain, 
you have mighty business in hand. 17 

Com. True, or false, it hath made thee Earl 
of Gloucester. Seek out where thy father is, 
that he may be ready for our apprehension, so 
Edm. [ Aside .1 If I find him comforting the 
king, it will stuff his suspicion more fully. I 
will persever in my course of loyalty, though 
the conflict be sore between that and my blood. 

Corn. I will lay trust upon th e; and thou 
shalt find a dearer father in my love. [Exeunt. 

Scene VI.— A Chamber in a Farmhouse adjoin, 
ing the Castle. 

Enter Gloucester, leas, sent. Fool, and 

EDGAR. 

Glo. Here is better than the open air; take 
it thankfully. I will piece out the comfort with 
what addition I can: I will not be long from 
you. 4 

Kent. All the power ofhis wits has given wur 
to his impatience. The gods reward your kind¬ 
ness! [Exit GLOUCESTER. 

Edg. Frateretto calls me, and tells me Nero 
is an angler in the lake of darkness. Fray, 
innocent, and beware the foul fiend. 

Fool. Prithee, nuncle, ten me whether a 
madman be a gentleman or a yeoman! n 
Lear. A king, a king! 

Fool. No; he's a yeoman that has a gentle¬ 
man to his son; for he’s a mad yeoman that 
sees his son a gentleman before him. re 
Lear. To have a t hou sa nd with red burning 
spits 

Come hizzing in upon ’em,— 

Edg. The foul fiend bite* my back. 

Fool, He’s mad that trusts in tbs ( 
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of a wolf, a horse’s health, a boy’s love, or a 
whore’s oath. 

Lear. It shall be done; I will arraign them 
straight 

[To idoar.] Come, sit thou here, most learned 
justicer; 24 

[ 7 b the Fool.] Thou, sapient sir, sit here. Now, 
you she foxes! 

Edg. Look, where he stands and glares! 
wan test thou eyes at trial, madam? 

Come o’er the bourn, Bessy, to me,— 28 
F00L Her boat hath a leak. 

And she must not speak 
Why she dares not come over to thee. 

Edg. The foul fiend haunts poor Tom in the 
voice of a ni ghtin gale. Hopdance cries in Tom’s 
belly for two white herring. Croak not, black 
angel; I have no food for thee. 

Kent. How do you, sir? Stand you not so 
amaz’d: 36 

Will you lie down and rest upon the cushions? 
Lear. I’ll see their trial first. Bring in their 
evidence. 

[To edgar.] Thou robed man of justice, take 


[To the Fool.] And thou, his yoke-fellow of 
equity, 40 

Bench by his side. [To Kent.] You are o* the 
commission. 

Sit you too. 

Edg. Let us deal Justly. 

Sloepes: or wakest thou, jo&y shepherd? 44 
Thy sheep be in the corn: 

And for one blast of thy minikin mouth. 

Thy sheep shall take no harm. 

Purr) the cat is grey. 4t 

Lear. Arraign her first; ’ds Gonerfl. I here 
take my oath before this honourable assembly, 
she kicked the poor king her father. 

Fool. Come hither, mistress. Is your name 
Gonerfl? 33 

Lear. She cannot deny it. 

Fool. Cry you mercy, I took you for a joint- 
stool. 

Lear. And here's another, whose warp'd 
looks proclaim 36 

What store her heart is made on. Stop her 
there! 

Arms, arms, sword, fire! Corruption in the 
place! 

False Justicer, why hast thou let her 'scape? 
Edg. Bless thy five wits! <0 

Kent. O pity! Sir, where Is the patience now 
That you so oft have boasted to retain? 

Edg. [Aride.] My tears begin to take his part 
so much. 

They’ll mar my cou nte rfe i t in g. *4 

Lear. The little dogs and all. 

Tray, Blanch, and Sweet-heart, see, they bark 
it mo. 

Edg. Tom will throw Us head at them. 
Avaunt, you curs! 68 

Be thy mouth or black or white. 

Tooth that poisons if it bite: 

Mastiff, greyhound, mongrel grim, 

“ 1 or spaniel, brachor !ym; 73 


Or bobtail tike or trundle-tail; 

Tom will make them weep and wail: 

For, with throwing thus my head. 

Dogs leap tho hatch, and all are fled. 76 
Do de, de, de. Sessal Come, march to wakes 
and fairs and market-towns. Poor Tom, thy 
horn is dry. 79 

Lear. Then let them anatomize Regan, see 
what breeds about her heart. Is there any cause 
in nature that makes these hard hearts? [To 
edgar.] You, sir, I entertain you for one of my 
hundred; only I do not like the fashion of your 
garments: you will say, they are Persian attire; 
But let them be changed. 

Kent. Now, good my lord, lie here and rest 
awhile. 88 

Lear. Make no noise, make no noise; draw 
the curtains: so, so, so. We’ll go to supper i* 
the morning: so, so, so. 

Fool. And I’U go to bed at noon. so 

Re-enter GLOUCESTER. 

Glo. Come hither, friend: where is the king 
my master? 

Kent. Here, sir; but trouble him not, his 
wits are gone. 96 

Glo. Good friend, I prithee, take him in thy 
arms: 

I have o’erheard a plot of death upon him. 
There is a litter ready; lay him in’t. 

And drive toward Dover, friend, where thou 
shalt meet 10° 

Both welcome and protection. Take up thy 
master: 

If thou shouldst dally half an hour, his lift. 
With thine, and all that offer to defend him. 
Stand in assured loss. Take up, take op: 104 
And follow me, that will to some provision 
Give thee quick conduct. 

Kent. Oppress’d nature steeps: 

This rest might yet have balm'd thy broken 
sinews, 

Which, if convenience will not allow, 10S 
Stand m hard cure.— [To the F00L] Come, help 
to bear thy master; 

Thou must not stay behind. 

Glo. Come, come, away. 

[Exeunt kent, Gloucester, and the 
Fool, bearing away LEAR. 
Edg. When we our better* see bearing our 
woes. 

We scarcely think our miseries our foes. «* 
Who alone suffers suffers most i’ the mind. 
Leaving free things and happy shows behind: 
But that the mind much sufferance doth o cr- 
aidp. 

When grief hath mates, and bearing foflow- 
ship. u6 

How light and portable my pain seems now. 
When that which makes me hand m a k e* the 

He chllded as I father'd! Tom, away! 

Mark the high noises, and thyself bewray r*° 
When false opinion, whose wro ng thought do- 
filet thee, 

In thy Just proof repeals and rec o nc i les face. 
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Whatwill hap more to-night, safe’scape the king) 
Lurk, lurk. [Exit. 

Scene VII.—A Room in GLOUCESTER'S Castle. 
Enter Cornwall, reoan, consul, edmund, 
and Servants. 

Com. Postspeedilytomylordyourhusband; 
show him this letter: the army of France is 
landed. Seek out the traitor Gloucester. 

[Exeunt some of the Servants. 
Reg. Hang him instantly. 4 

Gon. Pluck out his eyes. 

Corn. Leave him to my displeasure. Edmund, 
keep you our sister company: the revenges we 
are bound to take upon your traitorous father 
are not fit for your beholding. Advise the duke, 
where you are going, to a most festinate prepara¬ 
tion : we are bound to the like. Our posts shall 
be swift and intelligent betwixt us. Farewell, 
dear sister: farewell, my Lord of Gloucester. 13 

Enter Oswald. 

How now? Where’s the king? 

Osw. My Lord of Gloucester hath convey’d 
him hence: 

Some five or six and thirty of his knights, z 6 
Hot questrists after him, met him at gate; 

Who, with some other of the lord’s dependants, 
Are gone with him toward Dover, where they 
boast 

To have well-armed friends. 

Corn. Get horses for your mistress. 20 
Gon. Farewell, sweet lord, and sister. 

Com. Edmund, farewelL 

[Exeunt ooneril, edmund, and 

OSWALD. 

Go seek the traitor Gloucester, 
Pinion him like a thief, bring him before us. 

[Exeunt other Servants. 
Though well we may not pass upon his life 24 
Without the form of justice, yet our power 
Shall do a courtesy to our wrath, which men 
May blame but not control. Who’s there? 
The traitor? 

Re-enter Servants, with GLOUCESTER. 

Reg. Ingrateful fox! *tis he. *> 

Corn. Bind fast his corky arms. 

Glo. What mean your Graces? Good my 
friends, consider 

You are my guests: do me no foul play. Mends. 
Corn. Bind him, I say. [Servants bind him. 
Reg. Hard, hard. O filthy traitor! 

Glo. Unmerciful lady as you are. I’m none. 33 
Corn. To this chair bind him. Viliam, thou 
shalt find— [reoan plucks his beard. 

Glo. By the kind gods, *tis most ignobly done 
To pluck me by the beard. 3 * 

Reg. So white, and such a traitorl 
Glo. Naughty lady. 

These hairs, which thou dost ravish from my 
chin. 

- Will quicken, and accuse thee: I am your host: 
With robbers’ hands my hospitable favours 40 
You should not ruffle thus, what will you do? 
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Corn. Come, dr, what letters bad you late 
from France? 

Reg. Be simple-answer’d, tot we know the 
truth. 

Corn. And what confederacy have you with 
the traitors 44 

Late footed in the kingdom? 

Reg. To whose hands have you sent the 
lunatic king? 

Speak. 

Glo. I have a letter guesslngly set down, 4> 
Which came from one mat’s of a neutral heart. 
And not from one oppos’d. 

Corn. C unning. 

Reg. And false. 

Com. Where hast thou sent the king? 

Glo. To Dover. 

Reg. Wherefore to Dover? Wast thou not 
charg’d at peril— ja 

Corn. Wherefore to Dover? Let him answer 
that. 

Glo. I am tied to the stake, and I must stand 
the course. 

Reg. Wherefore to Dover? 35 

Glo. Because I would not see thy cruel nails 
Pluck out his poor old cares: nor thy fierce sister 
In his anointed flesh suck bearish fangs. 

The sea, with such a storm as his bare head 
In hell-black night endur’d, would have buoy’d 
up, *0 

And quench’d the stelled fires; 

Yet, poor old heart, be holp the heavens to rain. 
If wolves had at thy gate howl’d that dern time. 
Thou shouldst have said, ’Good porter, turn 
the key,’ <4 

All cruels else subscrib’d: but I shall see 
The winged vengeance overtake such children. 
Corn. See’t shalt thou never. Fellows, hold 
the chair. 

Upon these eyes of thine m set my foot <8 
Glo. He that will think to live till he be old. 
Give tne some help! O cru ell O ye gods! 

[Gloucester’s eye put out. 
Reg. One side will mock another; the other 
too. 

Com. It you see vengeance— 

First Serv. Hold your hand, my lord; 
I have serv’d you ever since I was a child, 73 
But better service have I never done you 
Than now to bid you hold. 

Reg. How now, you dogt 

First Serv. It you did wear a beard upon 
your chin, 7S 

I’d shake it on this quarrel. What do you mean? 
Com. My villain! [Draws. 

First Serv. Nay then, come on, and take the 
chance of anger. [Draws. They fight. 

CORNWALL is wounded. 
Reg. Give me thy sword. A peasant stand up 
thus! [Takes a sword and runs 

at him behind. 

First Serv. O! I am slain. My lord, you have 
one eve left 81 

To see some mischief on him. O! [Dies. 

Com. Lest it see more, prevent it Out, vile 
jelly! 
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When If thy lustre now? *4 

Glo. All dark and comfortless. Where’s my 
ton Edmund? 

Edmund, enkindle all the spades of nature 
To quit this horrid act. 

Reg. Out, treacherous villain 1 

Thou call’s! on him that hates thee; it was he 
That ma de the overture of thy treasons to us, 89 
Who is too good to pity thee. 

Glo. O my follies! Then Edgar was abus’d. 
Kind gods, forgive me that, and prosper him! 9s 
Reg. Go thrust him out at gates, and let him 
smell 

His way to Dover. [Exit one with Gloucester.] 
How is’t, my lord? How look you? 
Com. 1 have receiv’d a hurt Follow me, 
lady. 

Turn out that eyeless villain; throw this slave 
Upon the dunghill. Regan, 1 bleed apace: 97 
Untimely comes this hurt. Give me your arm. 

[Exit CORNWALL led by reoan. 
See. Sen. I’ll never care what wickedness I do 
If this man come to good. 

Third Sery. If she live long, too 

And, in the end, meet the old course of death. 
Women will all turn monsters. 

See. Serf. Let's fallow die old earl, and get 
tbs Bedlam 

To lead him where he would: his roguish mad- 

Allows itself to any thing. 

Third Serv. Go thou; I’ll fetch some Sax, 
and whites of eggs, 

To apply to his hleeolng face. Now, heaven 
help him! [Exeunt teverally. 

ACT IV 

Scene I.—The Heath. 

Enter EDGAR* 

Edg. Yet better thus, and known to be con* 
temn’d. 

Than still contemn’d and flatter’d. To be worst, 
The lowest and most dejected thing of fortune, 
Stands still in esperance, lives not in fear: 4 
The lamentable change is from the best; 

The wont returns to Laughter. Welcome, then, 
Thou unsubstantial air that I embrace: 

The wretch that thou hast blown unto tbs worst 
Owes nothing to thy blasts. But who comes 
here? 9 

Enter avovatsien, ted by an old Man. 

My father, poorly led ? World, world, O world 1 
But that thy strange mutations make us hate thee. 
Life would not yield to age. 

Old Man. O my good lord! n 

I have beat your tenant, and your father’! 
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Glo. I have no way, and t her e for e want no 


These fourscore yean. 

Glo. Away, get thee away; good friend, be 

gone; 

Thy comforts can do me no good at all; it 
Thee they may hurt 

Old Men. You cannot see your way. 


I stumbled when I saw. Full oft ’tis seen. 
Our means secure us, and our mere defects so 
Prove our commodities. Ah! dear son Edgar, 
The food of thy abused father’s wrath; 

Might I but live to see thee in my touch, 

I’d say I had eyes again. 

Old Man. How now! Who’s there? u 
Edg. [Aside.] O gods! Who is’t can say, ’1 
am at the worst?’ 

I am worse than e'er I was. 

Old Man. ’Tis poor mad Tom. 

Edg. [Aside.] And worse I may be yet; tbs 
worst is not, 

So long as we can say, ‘This is the worst.’ as 
Old Man. Fellow, where goest? 

Glo. Is it a beggar-man? 

Old Man. Madman and beggar too. 

Glo. He has some reason, else he could not 

I’ thefast night’s storm I such a fellow saw, 3a 
Which made me think a man a worm: my son 
Came then into my mind; and yet my mind 
Was then scarce friends with him: I have heard 
more since. 

As flies to wanton boys, are we to the gods; 36 
They kill us for their sport, 

Edg. [Aside.] How should this be? 

Bad is the trade that must play fool to sorrow. 
Angering itself and others.— [To GLOUCESTER.] 
Bless thee, master! 

Glo. Is that the naked fellow? 

Old Man. Ay, my lord. 

Glo. Then, prithee, get thee gone. If, for my 

— “ ke t 41 

Thou wilt o’ertake us, hence a mile or twain, 
I* the way toward Dover, do it for ancient love; 
And bring some covering for this naked soul 44 
Who PU entreat to lead me. 

Old Man. Alack, sir! he Is mad. 

Glo. Tis the times’ plague, when madmen 
lead the blind. . 

Do as I bid thee, or rattier do thy pleasure; 
Above the rest, be gone. 48 

Old Man. I'll bring him the best ’parel that 
I have. 

Come on't what will. [Exit. 

Glo. Sirrah, naked fellow,— 

Edg. Poor Tom’s a-cold. [Aside .11 cannot 
daub it forther. 5 * 

Glo. Come hither, fellow. 

Edg. (Aside.} And yeti must. Bless thy sweet 
eyes, they bleed. 

Glo. Know’st thou the wav to Dover? 55 
Edg. Both stile and gate, hone-way and foot¬ 
path. Poor Tom hath been scared out of his 
good whs: bless thee, good man’s son, from the 
foul fiend! Five fiends have been in poor Tom 
at once; of lust, as Obidicut Hob trididance, 
prince dT dumbness; Mahu, of stealing; Modo. 
of murder; and Flibbertigibbet, of mopdtag and 
mowing; who since possesses chambermaids 
and waiting-women. So, bless thee, master! <4 
Glo. Here, take this purse, thou whom tbs 
plagues 
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Have humbled to all strokes: that I am wretched 
Makes thee the happier: heavens, deal so still! 
Let the superfluous and lust-dieted man, eg 
That slaves your ordinance, that will not see 
Because he doth not feel, feel your power 
quickly; 

So distribution should undo excess. 

And each man have enough. Dost thou know 
Dover? 72 

Edg. Ay, master. 

Glo. There is a cliff, whose high and bending 
head 

Looks fearfully in the confined deep; 

Bring me but to the very brim of it, 76 

And I'll repair the misery thou dost bear 
With something rich about me; from that place 
I shall no leading need. 

Edg. Give me thy arm: 

Poor Tom shall lead thee. [ Exeunt. 

Scene IL —Before the duke or Albany’s 
Palace. 

Enter QONEKIL and EDMUND. 

Goa. Welcome, my lord; I marvel our mild 
husband 

Not met us on the way. [Enter Oswald.) Now, 
where’s your master? 

Os w. Madam, within; but never man so 
chang'd. 

I told him of die army that was landed; 4 
He smil’d at it: I told him you were coming; 
His answer was, ‘The worse;’ of Gloucester’s 
t reac hery. 

And of the loyal service of his son. 

When I inform’d him, then he call d me sot, 8 
And told me I had turn’d the wrong side out: 
What most be should dislike seems pleasant to 
him: 

What like, offensive. 

Con. [To edmund.] Then, shall you go no 
fart he r. 

It is the cowish tenor of Ms spirit «* 

That dares not undertake; he’ll not feel wrongs 
Which tie him to an answer. Our wishes on the 

way 

Ma^jP rov e s ^ oct> * ® ,ck * Edmund, to my 

Hasten his musters and conduct his powers: is 
1 must arms at home, and give the dis¬ 

taff 

Into my husband's hands. This trusty servant 
Shall pan between us; ere long you are like to 
heiur. 

If yon oare venture in your own behalf, so 
A mistress's command. Wear this; spare 
speech; [Giving a favour. 

Decline your head: this Idas, If it durst speak. 
Would stretch thy spirits up into the air. 
Conceive, and fide thee well. _ M 

Edm. Yoon in the ranks of death. _ 

Goa. My moat dear Gloucester! 

. [Exit EDMUND. 

• O! thadUhnaaeaf man and man! 

To thee a af—sn’i ssrricas an due; 
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Oriv. Madam, here conies my lord. [Exit. 
Enter ALBANY. 

Gon. I have been worth the whistle. 

Alb. O Goneril! 29 

You are not worth the dust which the rude 
wind 

Blows in your face. I fear your disposition: 
That nature, which contemns its origin, 42 
Cannot be border'd certain in itself; 

She tliat herself will sliver and disbranch 
From her material sap, perforce must wither 
And come to deadly use. 3< 

Gon. No more; the text is foolish. 

Alb. Wisdom and goodness to the vile seem 
vile; 

Filths savour but themselves. What have you 
done? 

Tigers, not daughters, what ha veyouperform'd ? 
A father, and a gracious aged man, 41 

Whose reverence the head-lugg’dbear would lick. 
Most barbarous, most degenerate! have you 
madded. 

Could my good brother suffer you to do it? 44 
A man, a prince, by him so benefited! 

If that the heavens do not their visible spirits 
Send quickly down to tame these vile offences, 
It will come, 48 

Humanity must perforce prey on Itself, 

Like monsters of the deep. 

Gon. MilV-liver’d man! 

That bear'st a cheek for blows, a head for 
wrongs; 

Who hast not in thy brows an eye discerning js 
Thine honour from thy suffering; that not 
know’st 

Fools do those villains pity who are punish'd 
Ere they have done their mischief. Where’s thy 
drum? 

France spreads his banners in our noiseless 
land, 38 

With plumed helm thy slayer begins threats. 
Whilst thou, a moral fool, sitt’st still, and criest 
‘Alack! why does he so?* 

Alb. See thyself, devil! 

Proper deformity seems not in the fiend 60 
So horrid as in woman. 

Gon. O vain fool! 

Alb. Thou changed and self-cover’d thing, 
for shame, 

Be-monster not thy feature. Were’t my fitness 
To let these hands obey my blood, 64 

They are apt enough to dislocate and tear 
Thy flesh and bones; howe’er thou art a fiend, 
A woman’s shape doth shield thee. 

Gon. Marry, your manhood.—Mew! «S 

Enter a Messenger. 

Alb. What news? 

Mess. O! my good lard, the Duke of Corn¬ 
wall’s dead; 

Sain by his servant, going to put out 
The other eye of Gloucester. 

Alb. Gloucester's eyes! 7s 

Mess. A servant that be bred, thrill’d with 
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Oppos'd against the act, bending his sword 
To nis great master; who, thereat enrag’d. 
Flew on him, and amongst them fell'd him 
dead; 76 

Bat not without that harmful stroke, which 
since 

Hath pluck’d him after. 

Alb. This shows you are above. 

You justicere, that these our nether crimes 
So speedily can venge! But, O poor Gloucester! 
Lost he his other eye? 

Mess. Both, both, my lord, st 

This letter, madam, craves a speedy answer; 
Tis from your sister. 

Gon. [Aside.] One way I like this well; 
But being widow, and my Gloucester with her, 
May all the building in my fancy pluck 8j 

Upon my hateful life: another way. 

This news is not so tart, t To Messenger.] I’ll 
read and answer. {Exit. 

Alb. Where was his son when they did take 
his eyes? 88 

Mess. Come with my lady hither. 

Alb. He is not here. 

Mess. No, my good lord; I met him back 
again. 

AiS. Knows he the wickedness? 

Mess. Ay, my good lord; ’twas he inform’d 
against him, 9a 

And quit the house on purpose that their punish¬ 
ment 

Might have the freer course. 

Alb. Gloucester, I live 

To thank thee for the love thou show’dst the 
king. 

And to revenge thine eyes. Come hither, friend: 
Tell me what more thou knowest. [ Exeunt. 

Scene IIL— The French Camp, near Dover. 

Enter KEKT and a Gentleman. 

Kent. Why the King of France is so suddenly 
gone back know you the reason? 

Gent. Something he left imperfect in the 
state, which since his coming forth is thought 
of; which imports to the kingdom so much fear 
and danger, that his personal return was most 
required and necessary. 7 

Kent. Who hath he left behind him general ? 
Gent. The Marshal of France, Monsieur la 
Far. 

Kent. Did your letters pierce the queen to 
any demonstration of grief? 12 

Gent. Ay, sir; she took them, read them in 
my presence; 

And now and then an ample tear trill’d down 
Her delicate cheek; it seem'd she was a queen 
Over her passion; who, most rebel-like, 16 

Sought to be king o’er her. 

Kent. O! then it mov’d her. 

Gent. Not to a rage; patience and sorrow 
strove 

Who should express her goodliest. You have 
seen 

Sunshine and rain at once; her smiles and tears 
Were like a better way; those happy smilets 21 
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That plait’d on her ripe tip seem’d not to know 
What guests were in her eyes; which parted 
thence, 

As pearls from diamonds dropp’d. In brief, 24 
Sorrow would be a rarity most belov’d. 

If all could so become it. 

Kent. Made she no verbal question? 

Gent. Faille once or twice she heav'd the 
name of ‘father’ 

Pantingly forth, as if it press’d her heart; 28 
Cried, Sisters'.sisters I Shame of ladies! sisters! 
Kent! father! sisters! What, i’ the storm? i' the 
night? 

Let pity not be believed! ’ There she shook 
The holy water from her heavenly eyes, 32 
And clamour-molsten’d, then away die started 
To deal with grief alone. 

Kent. It is the stars. 

The stars above us, govern our conditions; 
Else one self mate and make could not beget 36 
Such different issues. You spoke not with her 
since? 

Gent. No. 

Kent. Was this before the king return’d? 
Gent. No, since. 

Kent. Well, sir, the poor distress'd Lear’s 
P the town, 40 

Who sometime, in his better tune, remembers 
What we are come about, and by no means 
Will yield to see his daughter. 

Gent. Why, good sir? 

Kent. A sovereign shame so elbows him: his 
own unkindness, 44 

That stripp’d her from his benediction, turn’d 
her 

To foreign casualties, gave her dear rights 
To his dog-hearted daughters,—these thing, 
sting 

His mind so venomously that burning shame 
Detains him from Cordelia. 

Gent. Alack! poor gentleman. 49 

Kent. Of Albany’s and Cornwall’s powers 
you heard not? 

Gent. ’Tis so, they are afoot. 

Kent. Well, sir. I’ll bring you to our master 
Lear, ja 

And leave you to attend him. Some dear cause 
Will in concealment wrap me up awhile; 
When I am known aright, you shall not grieve 
Lending me this acquaintance. I pray you, go 
Along with me. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV. — The Same. A Tent. 

Enter with drum and colours, cokDELlA, Doctor, 
and Soldiers. 

Cor, Alack! ’tis he: why, he was met even now 
As mad as the vex’d sea; singing aloud; 
Crown’d with rank fumiter and furrow weeds, 
With burdocks, hemlock, nettles, cuckoo¬ 
flowers, 4 

Damel, and all the idle weeds that grow 
In our sustaining com. A century send forth; 
Search every acre in the high-grown field. 

And bring him to our eye. [Exit an Officer. 

What cam man’s wisdom * 
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la the restoring ids bereaved sense? 

He that helps him take all my outward worth. 

Doc. There is means, madam; 

Our foster-nurse of nature is repose, is 
The which he lacks; that to provoke in him. 
Arc many simples operative, whose pow*r 
Will close the eye of anguish. 

Cor. All bless’d secrets, 

■All you unpublish'd virtues of the earth, is 
Spring with my tears! be aidant and remediate 
In the good man’s distress! Seek, seek for him, 
Lest his ungovern'd rage dissolve the life 
That wants the means to lead it. 


I am sure of that: and at her late being here 24 
She gave strange ceilliades and most speaking 
looks 

To noble Edmund. Iknowyouareofherbosom. 
Os w. I, madam I 

Reg. I speak in understanding; you are, I 
know’t: a® 

Therefore I do advise you, take this note: 

My lord is dead; Edmund and I have talk’d, 
And more convenient is he for my hand 
Thanforyourlady's. You may gather more. 32 
If you do find him, pray you, give him this. 
And when your mistress hears thus much from 


Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. News, madam; ao 

The British powers are marching hitherward. 
Cor. 'Tis known before; our preparation 
stands 

In expectation of them. O dear father! 

It is thy business that I go about; 24 

Therefore great France 
My mourning and important tears hath pitied, 
No blown ambition doth our arms incite. 

But love, dear love, and our ag'd father’s right. 
Soon may I hear and see him! [Exeunt. 


you, 

I pray desire her call her wisdom to her: 

So, fare you well. 36 

If you do chance to hear of that blind traitor. 
Preferment falls on him that cuts him off. 
Osw. Would I could meet him, madam: I 
would show 
What party I do follow. 

Reg. Fare thee well. [Exeunt. 


Scene VI. —The Country near Dover. 
Enter Gloucester, and edgar dressed like a 
peasant. 


Scene V.— A Room in Gloucester’s Castle. 

Enter REGAN and OSWALD. 

Reg. But are my brother’s powers set forth? 

Osw. Ay, madam. 

Reg. Himself in person there? 

Osw. Madam, with much ado: 

Your sister is the better soldier. 

Reg. Lord Edmund spake not with your lord 
at home? * 

Osw. No, madam. 

Reg. What might import my sister’s letter 
to him? 

Osw. I know not, lady. 

Reg. Faith, he is posted hence on serious 
matter. , . 8 

It was great ignorance, Gloucester s eyes being 
out. 

To let him live; where he arrives he moves 
Ail hearts against us. Edmund, I think, is gone. 
In pity of his misery, to dispatch 12 

His mghted life; moreover, to descry 
The strength o’ the enemy. 

Osw. I must needs after him, madam, with 
my letter. 

Reg. Our troops set forth to-morrow; stay 
with us, 16 

The ways are dangerous. 

Osw. I may not, madam; 

My lady charg’d my duty in this business. 

Reg. Why should she write to Edmund? 
Might not you 

Transport her purposes by word? Belike, 20 
Something—I know not what. I’ll love thee 
much, 

let me unseal the letter. 

Osw. Madam, I had rather— 

Reg. I know your lady does not love her 
husband; 


Glo. When shall I come to the top of that 
same hill? 

Edg. You do climh up it now; look how we 
labour. 

Glo. Methinks the ground is even. 

Edg. Horrible steep: 

Hark! do you hear the sea? 

Glo. No, truly. 4 

Edg. Why, then your other senses grow im¬ 
perfect 

By your eyes’ anguish. 

Glo. So may it be, indeed. 

Methinks thy voice is alter’d, and thou speak’st 
In better phrase and matter than thou didst. 8 
Edg. Y'are much deceiv’d; in nothing am I 
chang’d 

But in my garments. 

Glo. Methinks you’re better spoken. 

Edg. Come on, sir; here's the place: stand 
still. 

How fearful 13 

And dizzy ’tis to cast one’s eyes so low! 

The crows and choughs that wing the midway air 
Show scarce so gross as beetles; half way dow* 
Hangs one that gathers samphire, dreadful 
trade! i< 

Methinks he seems no bigger than his head. 
The fishermen that walk upon the beach 
Appear like mice, and yond tall anchoring bark 
Diminish’d to her cock, her cock a buoy 20 
Almost too small for sight. The murmuring 
surge, 

That on the unnumber’d idle pebbles chafes, 
Cannot be heard so high. I’ll look no more. 
Lest my brain turn, and the deficient sight 24 
Topple down headloim. 

Glo. Set me where you stand. 

Edg. Give me your hand; you are now within 
a foot 
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Of the extreme verge: for all beneath the moon 
Would I not leap'upright. 

Glo. let go my hand. 38 

Here, friend, ’s another purse; in it a jewel 
Well worth a poor man’s taking: fairies and 
gods 

Prosper it with thee! Go thou further off; 

Bid me farewell^ and let me hear thee going. 33 
Edg. Now fade you well, good six. 

Glo. With all my heart. 

Edg. Why I do trifle thus with his despair 
Is done to curt it. 

Glo. O you mighty gods! 

This world I do renounce, and, in your sights, 36 
Shake patiently my great affliction off; 

If I could bear it longer, and not fall 
To quarrel with your great opposeless wills. 
My snuff and loathed part of nature should 40 
Burn itself put. If Edgar live, O, bless him! 
Now fellow, fare thee well. [He falls forward. 

Edg. Gone, sir: farewell. 

[Aside.} Arid yet I know not how conceit may 
rob 

The treasury of life when life itself 44 

Yields to/the theft; had he been where he thought 
By this had thought been past. Alive or dead; 
[To Gloucester. I Ho, you sir! friend! Hear 
you, sir? speak! 

Thus might he pass indeed; yet he revives. 48 
What are you, sir? 

Glo. Away and let me die. 

Edg. Hadst thou been aught but gossamer, 
reathere, air. 

So fnany fathom down precipitating, 

Thou’dst shiver'd like an egg; but thou dost 
breathe, S3 

Hast heavy substance, bleed’st not, speak’st, art 
sound. 

Ten masts at each make not the altitude 
Which thou hast perpendicularly fell: 

Thy life's a miracle. Speak yet again. 56 
Glo. But have I fallen or no? 

Edg. From the dread summit of this chalky 
bourn. 

Look up a-height; the shrill-gorg’d lark so far 
Cannot be seen or beard: do but look up. 60 
Glo. Alack! I have no eyes. 

Is wretchedness depriv’d that benefit 
Toenditselfbydeath? 'Twas yet some comfort, 
When misery could beguile the tyrant’s rage, 64 
And frustrate his proud will. 

Edg. Give me your arm: 

Up: so. How is’t? Feel you your legs? You 
stand. 

Glo. Too well, too well. 

Edg. This is above all strangeness. 

Upon the crown o’ the cliff, what thing was that 
Which parted from you? 

Glo. A poor unfortunate beggar. «9 

Edg. As I stood here below methought hit 
eyes 

Were two full moons; he had a thousand noses. 
Horns whelk’d and wav’d like the enridged sea: 
It was some fiend; therefore, thou happy father, 
Think that the clearest gods, who make them 
honours 74 
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Of men’s impossibilities, have preserv’d thee. 
Glo. Ido remember now; henceforth I’ll bear 

Affliction till it do cry out itself 77 

‘Enough, enough,’ and die. That thing you 
speak of 

I took it for a man; often ’twould say 
’The fiend, the fiend:’ he led me to that place. 
Edg. Bear free and patient thoughts. But 
who comes here 7 81 

Enter Lear, fantastically dressed with 
flowers. 

The safer sense will ne’er accommodate 
His master thus. 

Lear. N o, they cannot touch me for coining; 
I am the king himself. Sj 

Edg. O thou side-piercing sight 1 
Lear. Nature’s above art in that respect. 
There’s your press-money. That fellow handles 
his bow like a crow-keeper: draw mea clothier's 
yard. Look, look! a mouse. Peace, peace! 
this piece of toasted cheese will do'L There’s 
my gauntlet; FU prove it on a giant. Bring 
up the brown bills. O! well flown, bird; i’ the 
clout, i’ the clout: hewgb! Give the word. 
Edg. Sweet marjoram. 

Lear. Pass. 96 

Glo. I know that voice. 

Lear. Ha! Goneril, with a white beard! 
They flatter’d me like a dog, and told me 1 had 
white hairs in my beard ere the black ones were 
there. To say ‘ay’ and ‘no’ to everything 
1 said! ‘Ay’ and ‘no’ too was no good divi¬ 
nity. When the rain came to wet me once and 
the wind to make me chatter, when the thunder 
would not peace at my bidding, there I found 
’em, there I smelt ’em out Go to, they are not 
men o’ their words: they told me I was every 
thing; ’tis a lie, I am not ague-proof. 108 
Gio. The trick of that voice I do well re¬ 
member: 

Is’t not the king? 

Lear. Ay, eyery inch a king: 

When I do stare, see how the subject quakes. 
Ipardonthatman’slife. What was thy cause? nr 
Adultery? 

Thou shalt not die: die for adultery! No: 

The wren goes to’t, and the small gilded fly 
Does lecher In my sight. 116 

Let copulation thrive; for Gloucester's bastard 
son 

Was kinder to his father than my daughters 
Got ’tween the lawful sheets. 

To’t luxury, pell-mell! for I lack soldiers, uo 
Behold yond simpering dame. 

Whose face between her forks presageth snow; 
That minces virtue, and does shake the head 
To hear of pleasure’s name; <24 

The fitchew not the soiled hone goes to’t 
With a more riotous appetite. 

Down from the waist they are Centaurs, 
Though women all above: »8 

But <0 the girdle do the gods inherit, 

Beneath it all the fiends*: 

There’s hell, there’* darkness, thefe if the sul¬ 
phurous pit, >!< 
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Burning, scalding, stench, consumption; fie, fie. 
fie 1 pah, pah 1 Give me an ounce of civet, good 
apothecary, to sweeten my imagination: there’s 
money for thee. 

Glo. Ol let me kiss that hand! 136 

Lear. Let me wipe it first; it smells of mor¬ 
tality, 

Glo. O ruin’d piece of nature! This great 
world 

Shall so wear out to nought Dost thou know 
me! 139 

Lear. I remember thine eyes well enough. 

Dost thou squiny at me? No, do thy worst, 
blind Cupid; I’ll not love. Read thou this 
challenge: mark but the penning of it. 

Glo. were all the letters suns, I could not see. 
Edg. [Aside.] 1 would not take this from re¬ 
port; it is, 143 

And my heart breaks at it 
Lear. Read. 

Glo. What! with the case of eyes? 148 

Lear. O, ho! are you there with me? No 
eyes in your head, nor no money in your purse? 
Your eyes are in a heavy case, your purse in a 
light; yet you see how this world goes. 13a 
Glo. I see it feelingly. 

Lear. What! art mad? A man may see how 
this world goes with no eyes. Look with thine 
ears: see how yond justice rails upon yon simple 
thief. Hark, in thine ear: change places; and, 
handy-dandy, which is the justice, which is the 
thief? Thou rust seen a fanner’s dog bark at a 
beggar? 

Glo. Ay, sir. 

Lear. And the creature run from the cur? 
There thou mightst behold the great image of 
authority; a dog’s obey’d in office. 164 

Thou rascal beadle, hold thy bloody hand! 
Why dost thou lash that whore? Strip thine 
own back; 

Thou hotly lust’st to use her In that kind 
For which thou whlpp’st her. The usurer hangs 
the cozener. 

Through tatter’d clothes small vices do appear; 
Robes and furr’d gowns hide all. Plate sin with 

AaS the’strong lance of justice hurtless breaks; 
Arm it in rags, a pigmy’s straw doth pierce it. 
None does offend, none, I say none; I’ll able 
’em: 173 

Take that of me, my Mend, who have the power 
To seal the accuser’s Ups. Get thee glass eyes; 
And, like a scurvy politician, seem 176 

To see the things thou dost not. Now, now, 

nnw nnw: 

Pull off my boots; harder, harder; so. '' > 

Edg. [Aside.] Ol matter and top e rtln eocy 
„ mi*’d; 

Beeson in madness I 180 

Lear. If thou wilt weep my fortunes, take 

Thou mast be patient; we came crying hither: 
Thou know’st the first time that we aneBtbeair >14 
we waul and cry. I win preach to thee: mark. 


Glo. Alack! alack the day! 

Lear. When we are bom, we cry that we are 
come 

To this great stage of fools. This’a good block! 
It were a delicate stratagem to shoe 1S9 
A troop of horse with felt; I’ll put it in proof, 
And when I have stol’n upon these sons-in-law, 
Then, kiU, kill, kill, kill, kill, kill! 19a 

Enter Gentleman, with Attendants. 

Gent. O there he is; lay hand upon him. Sir, 
Your most dear daughter— 

Lear. No rescue? What! a prisoner? I am 
even 

The natural fool of fortune. Use me well; 198 
You shall have ransom. Let me have surgeons; 

I am cut to the brains. 

Gent. You shall have any thing. 

Lear. No seconds? All myself? 

Why this would make a man a man of salt, aoo 
To use his eyes for garden water-pots. 

Ay, and laying autumn’s dust. 

Gent. Good sir,— 

Lear. I will die bravely as a bridegroom. 
What! 

I will be jovial: come, come; I am a king, 204 
My masters, know you that? 

Gent. You are a royal one, and we obey you. 
Lear. Then there’s life in it. Nay, an you 
get it, you shall get it by running. Sa, sa, sa, sa. 

[Exit. Attendants follow. 
Gent. A sight most pitiful in the meanest 
wretch, 209 

Past speaking of in a king! Thou hast one 
daughter, 

Who redeems nature from the general curse 
Which twain have brought her to. ata 

Edg. Hail, gentle sir! 

Gent. Sir, speed you: what’s your will? 
Edg. Do you hear aught, sir, iff a battle 
toward? 

Gent. Most sure and vulgar; every one hears 
that. 

Which can distinguish sound. 

Edg. But, by your flavour, 216 

How near’s the other army? 

Gent. Near, and on speedy foot; the mam 
descry 

Stands on the hourly thought 
Edg. I thank you, sir: that s all. 

Gent. Though that the queen on special cause 
is here, aao 

Her army is mov’d on. 

Edg. I thank you, sir. 

[Exit Gentleman. 
Glo. You ever-gentle gods, take my breath 
fiom me: 

Let not my worser spirit tempt me again 
To die before you please! 

Edg. Well pray you, father. 324 

Glo. Now, good sir, what am you? 

Edg. A most poor man, made tame to for¬ 
tune’s blows; 

Who, by the art of known end feeling sorrows. 
Am pregnant to good pity. Give me your hand 
TO lead you to some biding. 
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Gb. Hearty thanks: 329 

The bounty and the benison of heaven 
To boot, and boot! 

Enter Oswald. 

Osw. A proclaim'd prize! Most happy 1 
That eyeless head of thine was first fram'd flesh 
To raise my fortunes. Thou old unhappy 
traitor, 233 

Briefly thyself remember: the sword is out 
That roust destroy thee. 

Glo. Now let thy friendly hand 

Put strength enough to 't. [edgar interposes. 

Osw. Wherefore, bold peasant, 236 

Dar'st thou support a publish’d traitor 1 Hence; 
Lest that infection of his fortune take 
Like hold on thee. Let go his arm. 

Edg. Chill not let go, zur, without vurther 
’casion. 241 

Osw. Let go, slave, or thou diest. 

Edg. Good gentleman, go your gait, and let 
poor volk pass. An chud ha' bin zwaggered 
out of my life, 'twould not ha’ bin zo long as 
'tis by a vortnight. Nay, come not near th’ old 
man; keep out, che vor ye, or ise try whether 
your costard or my ballow be the harder. Chill 
be plain with you. 249 

Osw. Out, dunghill! 

Edg. Chill pick your teeth, zur. Come; no 
matter vor your folns. 25a 

[They fight and edoar knocks him down. 

Osw. Slave, thou hast slain me. Villain, take 
my purse. 

If ever thou wilt thrive, bury my body; 

And give the letters which thou find'st about me 
To Edmund Earl of Gloucester; seek him out 
Upon the English party ;OI untimely death. 257 

[Dies. 

Edg. I know thee well: a serviceable villain; 
As duteous to the vices of thy mistress 
As badness would desire. 

Glo. What! is he dead? 260 
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Thee I’ll rake up, the post unsanctifled 
Of murderous lechers; and in the mature time 
With this ungracious paper strike the sight 284 
Of the death-practis’d duke. For him 'tis well 
That of thy death and business I can tell. 

Glo. The king is mad: how stiff is my vile 
sense. 

That I stand up, and have ingenious feeling 288 
Of my huge sorrows! Better I were distract: 
So should my thoughts be sever'd from my 
griefs, 

And woes by wrong imaginations lose 
The knowledge of themselves. [Drums afar off. 

Edg. Give me your hand: 292 

Far off, methlnks, I hear the beaten drum. 
Come, father. I'll bestow you with a friend. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene VH .—A Tent in the French Camp. 
Enter cokdelia, KENT, Doctor, and Gentleman. 
Cor. O thou good Kent! how shall I live and 
work 

To match thy goodness? My life will be too 
short. 

And every measure faff me. 

Kent. To be acknowledg’d, madam, is o’er- 
paid. 4 

All my reports go with the modest truth. 

Nor more nor clipp’d, but so. 

Cor. Be better suited: 

These weeds are memories of those worser 
hours: 

I prithee, put them off. 

Kent. Pardon me, dear madam; 8 

Yet to be known shortens my made intent: 
My boon I make it that you know me not 
Till time and I think meet. 

Cor. Then be’t so, my good lord .—[To the 
Doctor.] How does the king? 12 

Doc. Madam, sleeps still. 

Cor. O you land gods. 

Cure this great breach inhis abused nature! 
The untun d and Jarring senses. O! wind up 16 
Of this child-changed father! 

Doc. So please your majesty 

That we may wake the king? he hath slept long. 
Cor. Be govern’d by your knowledge, and 
proceed 

1 ’ the sway of your own will. Is he array’d ? 20 


Enter LEAR in his chair, carried by 
Servants. 


Edg. Sit you down, father; rest you. _ 

Let's see his pockets: these letters that he speaks The untun’d and jarring senses, O! wind up 

of .. 

May be my friends. He's dead; I am only sorry 
He had no other deaths-man. Let us see: 264 
Leave, gentle wax; and, manners, blame us not: 

To know our enemies' minds, we’d rip their 
hearts; 

Their papers, is more lawful. 

Let our reciprocal vows be remembered. You 
have many opportunities to cut him off: if 
your will want not, time and place will be 
fruitfully offered. There is nothing done if he 
return the conqueror; then am 1 the prisoner, 
and his bed my goal; from the loathed warmth 
whereof deliver me, and supply the place for 
your labour. 

Your — wife, so I would sav — 276 

Affectionate servant, 

Gonmn . 

O undistinguish'd space of woman’s will! 

A plot upon her virtuous husband’s life, 280 
And the exchange my brother! Here, in the 


Gent. Ay, madam; in the heaviness of sleep. 
We put fresh garments on him. 

Doe. Be by, good madam, when we do awake 
him; 

1 doubt not of his temperance. 

Cor. Very well. ] Music. 

Doc. Please you, draw near. Louder the 
music there. 2$ 

Cor. O my dear father! Restoration, hang 
Thy medicine on my lips, and let this kin 
Repair those violent hums that my two sisters 
Have in thy reverence made! 

Kent. Kind and dear princess! 29 
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Cor. Had yon not been theix father, these 
white flakes 

Had challeng’d pity of them. Was this a face 
To be expos’d against the warring winds? 32 
To stand against the deep dread-bolted thunder ? 

In the most terrible and nimble stroke 
Of quick cross lightning? to watch—poor 
perdu 1— 

With this thin helm? Mine enemy’s dog, 36 
Though be had bit me, should have stood that 
night 

Against my fire. And wast thou fain, poor 
father, 

To hovel thee with swine and rogues forlorn. 
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Kent, In your own kingdom, sir. 

Lear. Do not abuse me. 77 

Doc. Be comforted, good madam; the great 
rage. 

You see, is kill’d in him: and yet it is danger 
To make him even o’er the time he has lost, so 
Desire him to go in; trouble him no more 
Till further settling. 

Cor. Will’t please your highness walk? 
Lear. You must bear with me. 

Fray you now, forget and forgive: I am old and 
foolish. I Exeunt Lear, Cordelia, Doc¬ 

tor, and Attendants. 
Gent. Holds it true, sir, mat the Duke of 
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In short and musty straw? Alack, alack! 40 Cornwall was so slain? 


*Tis wonder that thy life and wits at once 
Had not concluded all. He wakes; speak to 

him. 

Doc. Madam, do you; ’tis fittest 
Cor. How does my royal lord? How fares 
your majesty? 44 

Lear. You do me wrong to take me out o’ 
the grave; 

Thou art a soul in bliss; but I am bound 
Upon a wheel of fire, that mine own tears 
Do scald like molten lead. 

Cor. Sir, do you know me? 4 * 

Lear. You are a spirit, I know; when did 
you die? 

Cor. Still, still, far wide. 

Doc. He's scarceawake; let him alone awhile. 
Lear. Where have I been? WhereamI? Fair 
day-light? .52 

I am mi ghtily abus’d. I should even die with 
pity 

To see another thus. I know not what to say. 
I will not swear these are my hands: let s see; 
I fed this pin prick. Would I were assur d S« 
Of my condition! 

Cor. O! look upon me, sir. 

And hold your hands in benediction o’er me. 
No, sir, you must not kneel. 

Lear. Pray, do not mock me: 

I am a very foolish fond old man, so 

Fourscore and upward, not an hour more or 
leu; 

And, to deal plainly, , 

I fear I am not in my perfect mind. 

Methinks I should know you and know this 
man; 

Yet I am doubtfbl: for I am mainly Ignorant 
What place this is, and all tlx skill I have 
Remembers not these garments: nor I know not 
Where I did lodge last night. Do not laugh at 
me; 61 

For. as I am a man, I think this lady 
To be my child Cordelia. , _ 

Cor. And so I am, I am. 

Lear. Beyour tears wet? Yes, faith. I pray, 

Bf you*£ave poison for me, I will drink it. 72 
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I know you do not love me; for your sisters 
Have, as I do remember, done me wrong: 
You have some cause, they have not 
Cor. No cause, no cause. 

Liar. Am I in France? 


Kent. Most certain, sir. 

Gent. Who is conductor of his people? 

Kent. As’ds said, the bastard son of Glout 
ter. 

Gent. They say Edgar, his banished son, is 
with the Earl of Kent in Germany. 

Kent. Report is changeable. 'Tis time to 
look about; the powers of the kingdom 
approach apace. 94 

Gent. The arbitrament is like to be bloody. 
Fare you well, sir. [Exit. 

Kent. My point and period will be throughly 
wrought, 97 

Or well or ill, as this day’s battle’s fought. 

[Exit. 

ACT V 

Scene L —The British Camp near Dover. 
Enter, with drum and colours, EDMUND, REGAN, 
Officers, Soldiers, and Others. 

Edm. Know of the duke if his last purpose 
hold. 

Or whether since he is advis’d by aught 
To change the course: he’s full of alteration 
And seif-reproving; bring his constant pleasure. 

[ 7 b an Officer, who goes out. 
Reg. Our sister s man is certainly miscarried, 
Edm. Tis to be doubted, madam. 

Reg. Now, sweet lord. 

You know the goodness I intend upon you: 
Tell me, but truly, but then speak the truth, S 
Do you not love my sister? 

Edm. In honour’d love. 

Reg. But have you never found my brother’s 
way 

To the forefended place? 

Edm. That thought abuses you. 

Reg. I am doubtful that you have been con¬ 
junct . >* 

And bosom’d with her, as far as we call hers. 
Edm. No, by mine honour, madam. 

Reg. I never shall endure her: dear my lord. 
Be not familiar with her. 

Edm. Fear me not 16 

She and the duke her husband I 

Enter with drums and colours, ALBANY, 
goneril, and Soldiers. 

Gon. I Aside .1 I bad rather low the battle 
than that sister 
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Should Joe**n him and me. 

Aib. Our very loving sister, well be-met. 10 
Sir, this I heard, the king is come to his daughter. 
With others; whom the rigour of our state 
Forc'd to cry out. Where I could not be honest 
I never yet was valiant: for this business, 24 
It toucheth us, as France invades our land. 
Not bolds the king, with others, whom, I fear. 
'Most just and heavy causes make oppose. 
Edm. Sir, you speak nobly. 

Keg. Why is this reason’d? 38 

Con. Combine together 'gainst the enemy; 
For these domestic and particular broils 
Are not the question here. 

Alb. Let’s then determine 

With the ancient of war on our proceeding. 32 
Edm. I shall attend you presently atyour tent. 
Reg. Sister, you’ll go with us? 

Gon. No. 

.Reg. Tis most convenient; pray you, go 
with us. 36 

Gon. {Aside.) O, hoi I know the riddle. 

I Aloud.) I will go. 

Enter EDGAR, disguised. 

Edg. If e’er your Grace had speech with man 
so poor. 

Hear me one word. 

Alb. I'll overtake you. Speak. 

[Exeunt EDMUND, reoan, gonerii, Officers, 
Soldiers, and Attendants. 
Edg. Before you fight the battle, ope this 
letter. 40 

If you have victory, let the trumpet sound 
For him that brought it: wretched though I 
seem, 

I can produce a champion that will prove 
What is avouched there. If you miscarry, 44 

Your business of the world hath so an end, 
And machination ceases. Fortune love youl 
Alb.' Stay till I have read the letter. 

Edg. I was forbid it. 

When time shall serve, let but the herald cry, 48 
And I’ll appear again. 

Alb. Why, fare thee well: I will o’erlook thy 
paper. {Exit edgar. 


Re-enter edmund. 

Edm. The enemy’s in view; draw up your 
powers. 

Here is the guess of their true strength and 
forces js 

By diligent discovery; hot your haste 
If now urg'd on you. 

Alb. We will greet the time. [Exit. 

Edm. To both these sisters have I sworn my 
love; 

Each Jealous of the other, as the stung 56 

Are of the adder. Which of them shall I take? 
Both? one? or neither? Neither can be enjoy’d 
If both remain alive: to take the widow 
Exasperates, makes mad her sister Gonerii; so 
And hardly shall I carry out my side. 

Her husband being alive. Now then, well use 
His cotmtenancefor the battle; which being done 
Let her who would be rid of him devise 64 


His speedy taking off. As for the mercy 
Which he intends to Lear, and to Cordelia, 
The battle done, and they within our power, 
Shall never see his pardon; for my state 68 
Stands on me to defend, not to debate. [Exit. 

Scene n .—A Field between the two Camps. 
Alarum within. Enter, with drum and colours, 
LEAR, CORDELIA, and their Forces; and exeunt. 
Enter edgar and Gloucester. 

Edg. Here, father, take the shadow of this 
tree 

For your good host; pray that the right may thrive. 
If ever I return to you again, 

I’ll bring you comfort. 

Glo. Grace go with you, sir! 4 

{Exit EDGAR. 

Alarum; afterwards a retreat. Re-enter 
EDGAR. 

Edg. Away, old man! give me thy hand: 
2iwdy ( 

King Lear hath lost, he and his daughter ta’en. 
Give me thy hand; come on. 

Glo. No further, sir; a man may rot even 
here. 8 

Edg. What! in ill thoughts again ? Men must 
endure 

Their going hence, even as their coming hither: 
Ripeness is all. Come on. 

Glo. And that’s true too. 

[ Exeunt. 


Scene m .—The British Camp, near Dover. 
Enter, in conquest, with drum and colours, 

edmund; LEAR and CORDELIA, prisoners; 

Officers, Soldiers, Ac. 

Edm. Some officers take them away: good 
guard, 

Until their greater pleasures first be known 
That are to censure them. 

Cor. We are not the first 

Who, with best meaning, have incurr’d the 
worst. 4 

For thee, oppressed king, am I cast down; 
Myself could else out-frown false Fortune’s 
frown. 

Shall we not see these daughters and these 
sisters? 

Lear. No, no, no, not Come, let’s away to 
prison; S 

We two alone will sing like birds 1 ’ the cage: 
When thou dost ask me blessing, I’ll kneel down, 
And ask of thee forgiveness: so we’ll live, 
And pray, and sing, and tell old tales, and 

laugh is 

At gild : ! butterflies, and hear poor rogues 
Talk of court news; and we’ll talk with them 
too. 

Who loses and who wins; who's In, who’s out; 
And take upon’s the mystery of things, 16 

As if we were God’s spiwi; and we’ll wear out. 
In a wall’d prison, packs and seta of great ones 
That ebb and flow by the moon. 
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Take them away. 
Lear. Upon tuch sacrifices, my Cordelia, 20 
The gods themselves throw incense. Have I 
caught thee 1 

He that parts us shall bring a brand from heaven. 
And fire us hence like foxes. Wipe thine eyes; 
The goujeres shall devour them, flesh and fell, 24 
Ere they shall make us weep: we'll see’em starve 
first. 

Come. [Exeunt leak and Cordelia, guarded. 

Edm. Come hither, captain; hark. 

Take thou this note; [Giving a pafer.] go follow 
them to prison: »* 

One step I have advanc’d thee; if thou dost 
As this instructs thee, thou dost make thy way 
To noble fortunes; know thou this, that men 
Are as the time is; to be tender-minded 32 
Does not become a sword; thy great employ¬ 
ment 

Will not bear question; either say thouTt do t. 
Or thrive by other means. 

Offi. I’ll do’t, my lord. 

Edm. About it; and write happy when thou 
hast done. 36 

Mark,—I say, instantly, and carry it so 
As I have set it down. 

Offi. I cannot draw a cart nor eat dried oats; 
If it be man’s work I will do it. [Exit. 

Flourish. Enter Albany, ooneril, redan. 
Officers, and Attendants. 

Alb. Sir, you have show'd to-day your valiant 
strain, 41 

And fortune led you well; you have the captives 
Who were the opposites of this day’s strife; 
We do require them of you, so to use them 44 
As we shall find their merits and our safety 
May equally determine. 

Edm. Sir, I thought it fit 

To send the old and miserable king 
To some retention, and appointed guard; 4* 

Whose age has charms in it, whose title more, 
To pluck the common bosom on his side. 

And turn our impress'd lances in our eyes 
Which do command them. With him I sent the 
queen; 3 * 

My reason all the same; and they are ready 
To-morrow, or at further space, to appear 
Where you shall hold your session. At this time 
We sweat and bleed; the friend hath lost his 
friend, 5 s 

And the best quarrels, in the heat, are curs d 
By those that feel their sharpness; 

The question of Cordelia and her father 
Requires a fitter place. 

Alb. Sir, ty your patience, to 

I hold you but a subject of this war. 

Not as a brother, 
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In his own pace he doth exalt himself 
More than in your addition. 

Reg. In my rights. 

By me invested, he compeers the best. 

Gon. That were the most, if he should hus¬ 
band you. 

Reg. Jesters do oft prove prophets. 

Gon. Holla, holla 1 72 

That eye that told you so look’d but a-squint. 
Reg. Lady, I am not well; else I should 
answer 

From a full-flowing stomach. General, 

Take thou my soldiers, prisoners, patrimony; 7 6 
Dispose of them, of me; the walls are thine; 
Witness the world, that I create thee here 
My lord and master. 

Gon. Mean you to enjoy him? 

Alb. The let-alone lies not in vour good 
will. *0 

Edm. Nor in thine, lord. 

Alb. Half-blooded fellow, yes. 

Reg. [To edmund.] Let the dram strike, and 
prove my title thine. 

Alb. Stay yet; hear reason. Edmund, I arrest 
thee 

On capital treason; and, in thy arrest, *4 

This gilded serpent. [Pointing to ooneril.] For 
your claim, fair sister, 

I bar it in the interest of my wife: 

Tis she is sub-contracted to this l a, 

And I, her husband, contradict your bans. II 
If you will marry, make your love to me. 

My lady is bespoke. 

Gon. An interlude! 

Alb. Thou art arm’d, Gloucester; let file 
trumpet sound: 

If none appear to prove upon thy person pa 
Thy heinous, manifest, and many treasons, 
There is my pledge; [Throws down a glare.] FU 
prove it on thy heart. 

Ere I taste bread, thou art in nothing less 
Than I have here proclaim'd thee. 

Reg. Sick! O sick! 96 

Gon. Ujide.] If net. I’ll ne’er trust medicine. 
Edm. There’s my exchange: [Throws down 
a glove.] what in the world he is 
That names me traitor, villain-like he lies. 
Call by thy trumpet: he that dares approach. 
On him. on you, who not? I will maintain lot 
My truth and honour firmly. 

Alb. A herald, ho! . ... 

A herald, ho! a herald! 


Edm. - 

gy those that feel their sharpness; Alb. Trust to thy single virtue; for thy sol- 

The question of Cordelia and her father diers, 

_ w, AH levied in my name, have in my name 

Took their discharge. 

Reg. My sickness grows upon me. 

_ _ _ Alb. She is not well; convey her to my tent. 

Reg That’s as we list to grace him: ...... [Exir began, led. 

Methinks our pleasure might have been do- Come hither, herald, 
manded, 

Ere you had spoke so far. He led our powers, <4 Enter a Herald. 

•Bore the commission of my place and person; , ... 

The which immediacy may well stand up, , . ffie trumpet sound,— tot 

And caU itself your brother. 

Gon. Not 10 hot; Offi. Sound, trumpet! 


[A trumpet sounds. 
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Her. If any man of quality or degree within 
the lista of the army will maintain upon 
Edmund, supposed Earl of Gloucester, that he 
is a manifold traitor, let him appear at the 
third sound of the trumpet. He is bold in his 
defence. 116 

Edm. Sound! {First Trumpet. 

Her. Again! [Second Trumpet. 

Her. Again! [Third Trumpet. 

ITrumpet answers within. 


Enter EDGAR, armed, with a Trumpet before 

him. 

Alb. Ask him his purposes, why he appears 
Upon this call o’ the trumpet. 

Her. What are you? tst 

Your name ? your quality ? and why you answer 
This present summons? 

Edg. Know, my name is lost; 

By treason’s tooth bare-gnawn and canker*bit: 
Yet am i noble as the adversary iaj 

I come to cope. 

Alb. Which is that adversary? 

Edg. What’s he that speaks for Edmund 
Earl of Gloucester? 

Edm. Himself: what sayst thou to him? 
Edg. Draw thy sword, ia8 

That, if my speech offend a noble heart. 

Thy arm may do thee justice; here is mine: 
Behold, it is the privilege of mine honours, 
My oath, and my profession: I protest, css 
Maugre thy strength, youth, place, and emi¬ 
nence. 

Despite thy victor sword and fire-new fortune, 
Tint valour and thy heart, thou art a traitor. 
False to thy gods, thy brother, and thy father, 
Conspirant 'gainst this high illustrious prince. 
And, from the extremest upward of thy head 
To the descent and dust below thy foot, 

A most toad-spotted traitor. Say thou'No,* r 40 
This sword, this arm, and my best spirits are 
bent 

To prove upon thy heart, whereto I speak. 
Thou licst. 

Edm. In wisdom I should ask thy name; 
But since thy outside looks so fair and war-like. 
And that thy tongue some say of breeding 
breathes, 14s 

What safe and nicely I might well delay 
By rule of knighthood, I disdain and spurn; 
Back do I toss these treasons to thy bead, 14S 
With the hell-hated lie o’erwhelm thy heart, 
Which, for they yet glance by and scarcely 
bruise. 

This sword of mine shall give them instant way. 
Where they shall rest for ever. Trumpets, 

gpeok! 132 

[Alarums. They fight. EDMUND falls. 
Alb. Save him, save him! 

Gon. This is practice, Gloucester: 

By the law of arms thou wait not bound to 
answer 

An unknown opposite; thou art notvanquish'd. 
But cozen'd aod beguil’d. 

Alb. Shut your mouth, dame, 156 

Or with this paper shall I stop it. Hold, Hr; 


Thou worse than any name, read thine own evil: 
No tearing, lady; I perceive you know it. 

(Gives the letter to EDMUND. 
Gon. Say, if I do, the laws are mine, not 
thine: 160 

Who can arraign me for’t? [Exit. 

Alb. Most monstrous! 

Know'st thou this paper? 

Edm. Ask me not what I know. 

Alb. Go after her: she’s desperate; govern 
her. (Exit an Officer. 

Edm. What you have charg’d me with, that 
have I done, 164 

And mote, much more; the time will bring it 

out: 

*Tis past, and so am I. But what art thou 
That hast this fortune on me? If thou’rt noble, 
I do forgive thee. 

Edg. Let’s exchange charity. 168 

I am no less in blood than thou art, Edmund; 
If more, the more thou hast wrong d me. 

My name is Edgar, and thy father s son. 

The gods are just, and of our pleasant vices 172 
Make instruments to piague us: 

The dark and vicious place where thee he got 
Cost him his eyes. 

Edm. Thou hast spoken right, ‘tis true; 
The wheel is come full circle; I am here. 176 
Alb. Methought thy very gait did prophesy 
A royal nobleness: I must embrace thee: 

Let sorrow split my heart, if ever I 
Did hate thee or thy father. 

Edg. Worthy prince, I know't. 1S0 

Alb. Where have you hid yourself? 

How have you known the miseries of your 
father? 

Edg. By nursing them, my lord. List a brief 
tale; 

And, when ’tis told, O! that my heart would 
burst, 184 

The bloody proclamation to escape 
That follow’d me so nedr ,—01 our lives’ sweet- 


11CU, 

That we the pain of death would hourly die 
Rather than die at once!—taught me to shift 188 
Into a madman’s rags, to assume a semblance 
That very dogs disdain’d: and in this habit 
Met I my father with his bleeding rings. 

Their precious stones new lost; became his 
guide, i9» 

Led him, begg'd for him, sav’d him from de¬ 
spair; 

Never,—O fault!—reveal’d myself unto him. 
Until some half hour past, when I eras arm’d; 
Not sure, though hoping, of this good success, 
I ask’d his blessing, and from first to last >97 
Told him my pilgrimage: but his flaw’d heart,— 
Alack! too weak the conflict to support; 
Twixt two extremes of passion, joy and grief, 
Burst smilingly. 

Edm. This speech of yours bath mov'd me, 
And shall perchance do good; but speak you 
on; sos 

You look as you had something more to say- 
Alb. If there be more, more woeAil, bold it 
tat; ** 
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For I am almost ready to dissolve, 

Hearing of this. 

Edg. This would have seem’d a period 
To such as love not sorrow; but another. 

To amplify too much, would make much more. 
And top extremity. 109 

Whilst I was big in clamour came there a man. 
Who, having seen me in my worst estate, 
Shunn’d my abhorr’d society; but then, finding 
Who 'twas that so endur’d, with his strong arms 
He fasten'd on my neck, and bellow’d out 
As he’d burst heaven; threw him on my father; 
Told the most piteous tale of Lear and him si6 
That ever ear receiv’d; winch in recounting 
His grief grew puissant, and the strings of life 
Began to crack: twice then the trumpet sounded. 
And there 1 left him tranc’d. 

Alb. But who was this ? 220 

Edg. Kent, sir, the banish’d Kent; who in 
disguise 

Follow’d his enemy king, and did him service 
improper for a slave. 

Enter a Gentleman, with a bloody knife. 
Gent. Help, help! O help! 

Edg. What kind of help? 

Alb. Speak, man. 324 

Edg. What means that bloody knife? 

Gent. 'Tis hot, it smokes; 

It came even from the heart of—O! she’s dead. 
Alb. Who dead? speak, man. 

Gent. Your lady, sir, your lady: and her 
sister 228 

By her is poison’d; she confesses it. 

Edm. I was contracted to them both: all 
three 

Now marry in an instant. 

Edg. Here comes Kent. 

Alb. Produce the bodies, be they alive or 
dead: 232 

This judgment of the heavens, that makes us 
tremble, 

Touches us not with pity. [ Exit Gentleman. 
Enter KENT. 

O! is this he? 

The time will not allow the compliment 
Which very manners urges. 

Kent. 


To bid my king and master aye good-night; 

Is he not here? 

Alb. Great thing of us forgot! 

Speak, Edmund, where’s the king ? and where s 
„ Cordelia? 

Seest thou this object, Kent? 240 

IThe bodies of gonf.ru. and regan 
are brought in. 

Kent. Alack! why thus? 

Edm. Yet Edmund was belov d: 

rhe one the other poison'd for my sake, 

And after slew herself. 

Alb. Even so. Cover their faces. *44 

, Edm. I pant for life: some good I mean to do 
Despite of mine own nature. Quickly send, 

Be brief in it, to the castle; for my writ 
Is on the Ufe of Lear and on Cordelia. *4* 


Nay, send in time. 

Alb. Hun, run! O run! 

Edg. To whom, my lord? Who has the office ? 
send 

Thy token of reprieve. 

Edm. Well thought on: take my sword, 232 
Give it the captain. 

Alb. Haste thee, for thy life. 

{Exit EDGAR. 

Edm. He hath commission from thy wife and 
me 

To hang Cordelia in the prison, and 
To lay the blame upon her own despair, 236 
That she fordid herself. 

Alb. The gods defend her! Bear him hence 
awhile. [edmund is borne off. 

Enter lear, with Cordelia dead in his arms: 
Edgar, Officer, and Others, 
tear. Howl, howl, howl, howl! O! yon are 
men of stones: 

Had l your tongues and eyes. I’d use them so 
That heaven’s vaults should crack. She’s gone 
for ever. 261 

I know when one is dead, and when one lives; 
She’s dead as earth. Lend me a looking-glass; 
If that her breath will mist or stain the stone, 
Why, then she lives. 

Kent. Is this the promis'd end? 263 

Edg. Or image of that horror? 

Alb. Fall and cease? 

tear. This feather stirs; she lives! if it be so, 
It is a chance which does redeem all sorrows 268 
That ever I have felt. 

Kent. {Kneeling, 1 O, my good master! 
tear. Prithee, away. 

Edg. ’Tis noble Kent, your friend, 

tear. A plague upon you, murderers, traitors 
all! 

I might have sav’d her; now, she’s gone forever! 
Cordelia, Cordelia! stay a little. Hal 273 
What is’t thou sayst? Her voice was ever soft, 
Gentle and low, an excellent thing in woman. 
I kill’d the slave that was a hanging thee. 276 
Off. Tis true, my lord, he did. 
tear. Did I not, fellow? 

I have seen the day, with my good biting falchion 
I would have made them skip: I am old now, 
I am come 236 And these same crosses spoil me. Who are you? 


Mine eyes are not o’ the best: I’ll tell you 
straight. 281 

Kent. If fortune brag of two she lov'd and 
hated. 

One of them we behold. 
tear. This is a dull sight Are you not Kent? 
Kent. The same, 284 

Your servant Kent Where is your servant 
Caius? 

tear. He’s a good fellow, I can tell you that; 

He’ll strike, and quickly too. He’s dead and 
rotten. 

Kent. No, my good lord; I am the very 
man— 288 

tear. I’ll see that straight 
Kent. That from your first of difference and 
decay. 
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And thou no breath st all? Thou It come no 
Lear. You arc welcome hither, more, 
lent. Nor no man else; all's cheerless, dark, Never, never, sever, never, never! 
and deadly: 292 Pray you, undo this button: thank you. dr, 

Your eldest daughters have fordone themselves, Doyouseethis? Look os her, look, her lips. 312 
And desperately are dead, look there, look there! [iW 

Lear, Ay, so I think. Edg, He faints!—my lord, my lord! 

Alb, He knows not what he says, and vain Kent, Break, heart; 1 prithee, break, 

it is Edg. Look up. my lord, 

That we present us to him. Kent, Vex not his ghost; 0 ! let him pass; 

Edg, Very bootless, 29$ he hates him 

Pi n - That would upon the rack of this tough world 

Enter an Officer. Stretch him out longer. 

Off Edmund is dead, my lord. Edg, He is gone, indeed, 31? 

Alb, Bat’s but a trifle here. Kent, The wonder is he hath endur’d so long: 

You lords and noble friends, know our in- He but usurp'd his life, 
tent; Alb. Bear them from hence, Our present 

What comfort to this great decay may come business 320 

Shall be applied: for us, we will resign, 300 Is general woe, (To rent and edgar.] Friends 
During the life of this old majesty, of my soul, you twain 

To him our absolute power;—[To Edgar and Rule in this realm, and the gor'd state sustain, 
rent,] You, to your rights; Kent. I have a journey, sir, shortly to go; 

With boot and such addition as your honours My master calls me, I must not say no. 3:4 
Have more than merited. All friends shall taste Alb. The weight of tnis sad time we must 

The wages of their virtue, and all foes 303 obey: 

The cup of their deservings. 0 ! see. see! Speak what we feel, not what we ought to say, 
Lear. And my poor fool is hang’dl No, no, The oldest hath borne most: we that are young, 
no life! Shall never see so much, nor live $0 long. 32s 

Why should a dog, a horse, a rat, have life, 308 [Exeunt, mth a dead march. 
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Scene. —For the first Act, in Venice; during the rest of the Play, at a Sea-Port in Cyprus. 


ACT I 

Scene I. — Venice. A Street. 

Enter RODERICK) and iaoo. 

Rod. Tush! Never tell me; I take it much 
unkindly 

That thou, Iago, who hast had my purse 
As if the strings were thine, shouldst know of 
this. 

Iago. ‘Sblood, but you will not hear me: 4 
If ever I did dream of such a matter, 

Abhor me. 

Rod. Thou told'st me thou diust hold him in 
thy hate. 

Iago. Despise me if I do not. Three great 
ones of the city, 8 

In personal suit to make me his lieutenant, 
Ou-capp’d to him ; and, by the faith of man, 

I know my price, I am worth no worse a place; 
But he, as loving his own pride and purposes, ta 
Evades them, with a bombast circumstance 
Horribly stuff’d with epithets of war; 

And, in conclusion. 

Nonsuits my mediators; for, ‘Certes, sayshe, 16 
'I have already chose my officer.’ 

And what was he? 

Forsooth, a great arithmetician, 

One Michael Cassio, a Florentine, so 

A fellow almost damn’d in a fair wife; 

That never set a squadron in the field. 

Nor the division of a battle knows . 

More than a spinster; unless the bookish theonc, 
Wherein the toged consuls can propose is 
Aa masterly as he: mere prattle, without prac- 
ticc. 

Is all his soldiership. But he, sir, bad the elec- 

. tion; 

. And I—of whom his eyes had seen the proof as 
At Rhodes, at Cyprus, and on other grousas 
Christian heathen—must be bo-loe d and 

calm’d 


By debitor and creditor: this counter-caster. 
He, in good time, must his lieutenant be, 3a 
And I—God bless the mark!—his Moorship’s 
ancient. 

Rod. By heaven, I rather would have been 
his hangman. 

Iago. Why, there’s no remedy: ’tis the curse 
of the sendee. 

Preferment goes by letter and affection, 36 
Not by the old gradation, where each second 
Stood heir to the first. Now, sir, be judge your¬ 
self. 

Whe’r I in any just term am affin’d 
To love the Moor. 

Rod. I would not follow him then. 40 
logo. O! sir, content you; 

I follow him to serve my turn upon him; 

We cannot all be masters, nor all masters 
Cannot be truly follow’d. You shall mark 44 
Many a duteous and knee-crooking knave. 
That, doting on his own obsequious bondage. 
Wears out ms time, much like his master’s ass. 
For nought but provender, and when he’s old, 
cashier’d: 48 

Whip me such honest knaves. Others there are 
Who, trinun’d in forms and visages of duty, 
Keep yet their hearts attending on themselves, 
And, throwing but shows of service on their 
lords, » 

Do well thrive by them, and when they have 
lin’d their coats 

Do themselves homage: these fellows have 
some soul; 

And such a one do I profess myself. For, sir. 
It is as sure as you are Roderigo, j6 

Were I the Moor, I would not oe Iago: 

In following him, I follow but myself; 

Heaven is my judge, not I for love and duty. 
But seeming so, for my peculiar end: So 

For when my outward action doth demonstrate 
The native act and figure of my heart 
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Id compliment extern, ’tig not long after 
But I will wear my heart upon my sleeve 64 
For daws to peck at: I am not what I am. 
Rod. What a full fortune does the thick-lips 
owe. 

If he can carry’t thus I 
logo. Call np her father; #7 

Rouse him, make after him, poison his delight. 
Proclaim him in the streets, incense her kins¬ 
men. 

And, though he in a fertile climate dwell. 
Plague him with flies; though that his joy be joy, 
\et throw such changes of vexation on't 72 
As it may lose some colour. 

Rod. Hereisherfather’shouse'.rilcallaloud. 
logo. Do: with like timorous accent and dire 
yell 

As when, by night and negligence, the fire 76 
Is spied in populous cities. 

Rod. What, hoi Brabantio! Slgnior Bra- 
ban tio, hoi 

logo. Awake! what, hoi Brabantio 1 thieves I 
thieves! thieves! 

Look to your house, your daughter, and your 
bags! 80 

Thieves! thieves! 

Enter BRABANTIO, above, at a window. 

Bra. What is the reason of this terrible sum¬ 
mons? 

What is the matter there? 

Rod. Signior, is all your family within? 84 
logo. Are your doors lock’d? 

Bra. Why? wherefore ask you this? 

logo. ’Zounds! sir, you're robb’d; for shame, 
put on your gown; 

Your heart is burst, you have lost half your soul; 
Even now, now, very now, an old black ram 88 
Is tupping your white ewe. Arise, arise! 
Awake the snorting citizens with the bell, 

Or else the devil will make a grandsire of you. 
Arise, I say. 

Bra. What! have you lost your wits? 92 
Rod. Most reverend signior, do you know 
my voice? 

Bra. Not I, what are you? 

Rod. My name is Roderigo. 

Bra. The worser welcome: 

I have charg’d thee not to haunt about my 
doors: 96 

In honest plainness thou hast heard me say 
My daughter is not for thee; and now, in mad¬ 
ness. 

Being full of supper and distempering draughts. 
Upon malicious knavery dost thou come too 
To start my quiet. 

Rod. Sir, sir, sir! 

Bra. But thou must needs be sure 

My spirit and my place have in them power 
To make this bitter to thee. 

Rod. Patience, good sir. 104 

Bra. What telTst thou me of robbing? this is 
Venice; 

My house is not a grange. 

Rod. Moat grave Brabantio, 

In simple and pure soul I come to you. tor 


logo. ’Zounds! sir, you are one of those that 
will not serve God if the devil bid you. Because 
we come to do you service and you think we are 
ruffians, you'll have your daughter covered with 
a Barbary horse: you’ll have your nephews neigh 
to you; you’ll have coursers for cousins and 
gennets for germans. 114 

Bra. What profane wretch art thou? 
fago. I am one, sir, that comes to tell you, 
your daughter and the Moor are now making 
the beast with two backs. 

Bra. Thou art a villain. 

Iago. You ate—a senator. 

Bra. This thou shalt answer; I know thee, 
Roderigo. 120 

Rod. Sir, I will answer any thing. But, I be¬ 
seech you, 

If’t be your pleasure and most wise consent,— 
As partly, I find, it is,—that your fair daughter, 
At this odd-even and dull-watch o' the night, 124 
Transported with no worse nor better guard 
But with a knave of common hire, a gondolier, 
To the gross clasps of a lascivious Moor,— 127 
If this be known to you, and your allowance. 
We then have done you bold and saucy wrongs; 
But if you know not this, my manners tell me 
We have your wrong rebuke. Do not believe. 
That, from the sense of all civility, 132 

I thus would play and trifle with your reverence: 
Your daughter, if you have not given her leave, 
I say again, hath made a gross revolt; 

Tying her duty, beauty, wit and fortunes 136 
In an extravagant and wheeling stranger 
Of here and every where. Straight satisfy your¬ 
self: 

If she be in her chamber or your house. 

Let loose on me the justice of the state u» 
For thus deluding you. 

Bra. Strike on the tinder, ho! 

Give me a taper! call up all my people! 

This accident is not unlike my dream; 

Belief of it oppresses ma-already. M 4 

light, I say! light! 1 Exit, from above. 

Iago. Farewell, for I must leave you: 

It seems not meet nor wholesome to my place 
To be produc'd, as, if I stay, I shall. 

Against the Moor; for, I do know the state, 148 
However this may gall him with some check. 
Cannot with safety cast him; for he's embark d 
With such loud reason to the Cyprus wars,— 
Which even now stand in act,—that, for their 
souls, 'S 2 

Another of his fathom they have none. 

To lead their business; In which regard. 
Though I do hate him as I do hell-pains. 

Yet, for necessity of present life, * 5 ® 

I must show out a flag and sigu of love, 
Which is indeed but sign. That you shall surely 
find him. 

Lead to the Sagittary the raised search; 

And there will I be with him. So, farewell. 

[Exit- 

Enter below, brabantio, and Servants with 
torchet. 

Bra. It is too true an evil: gone she is, 
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And what’s to come of my despised time 
Is nought but bitterness. Now, Roderigo, 
Where didst thou see her? O, unhappy girl! 
With the Moor, sayst thou? Who would be a 
father! 165 

How didst thou know ’twas she? O, she de¬ 
ceives me 

Past thought. What said she to you? Get more 
tapers! 

Raise ail my kindred! Are they married, think 
you? «68 

Rod. Truly, I think they are. 

Bra. Oheaven! Howgotsheout? O,treason 
of the blood: 

Fathers, from hence trust not your daughters' 
minds 

By what you see them act. Are there not charms 
By which the property of youth and maidhood 
May be abus'd? Have you not read, Roderigo, 
Of some such thing? 

Rod. Yes, sir, I have indeed. 

Bra. Call up my brother. O! that you had 
had her. 176 

Some one way, some another! Do you know 
Where we may apprehend her and the Moor? 

Rod. I think I can discover him, if you please 
To get good guard and go along with me. 180 
Bra. Pray you, lead on. At every house I'll 
call; 

I may command at most. Get weapons, ho! 
And raise some special officers of night. 

On, good Roderigo; l’U deserve your pains. 184 

[Exeunt. 


Scene 0 .—Another Street. 

Enter othello, iago, and Attendants, with 
torches. 

logo. Though in the trade of war I have slain 
men. 

Yet do I hold it very stuff o’ the conscience 
To do no contriv’d murder: I lack iniquity 
Sometimes to do me service. Nine or ten times 4 
I had thought to have yerk’d him here under 
the ribs. 

. Oth. ’Tia better as it is. 

Iago. Nay, but he prated. 

And spoke such scurvy and provoking terms 
Against your honour 8 

That, with the little godliness I have, 

I did full hard forbear him. But, I pray, sir, 
Are you fast married? Be assur’d of this, 
That the magnifico is much belov’d, 12 

And hath in his effect a voice potential 
As double as the duke’s; he wul divorce you, 
Or put upon you what restraint and grievance 
The law—with all his might to enforce it on— is 
Will give him cable. 

Oth. Let him do his spite: 

My services which I have done the signiory 
Shall out-tongue his complaints. Tis yet to 
know 19 

Which wfien I know that boasting is an honour 
1 shall promulgate, I fetch my life and being 
From men of royal siege, and my demerits 
May speak unbonneted to as proud a fortune 


As this that I have reach'd: for know, Iago, a4 
But that 1 love the gentle Desde- ions. 

I would not my unhoused free condition 
Put into cireumscription and confine 
For the sea’s worth. But, look! what lights come 
yond? 28 

Iago. Those are the raised father and his 
friends: 

You were best go in. 

Oth. Not I; I must be found: 

My parts, my title, and my perfect soul 
Shall manifest me rightly. Is it they? 3» 
Iago. By Janus, I think no. 

Enter cassio and certain Officers, with 
torches. 

Oth. The servants of the duke, and my lien- 
tenant. 

The goodness of the night upon you, friends! 
What is the news? 

Cas. The duke does greet you, general, 36 
And he requires your haste-post-haste appear¬ 
ance. 

Even on the instant. 

Oth. What is the matter, think you? 

Cas. Something from Cyprus, as I may 
divine. 

It is a business of some heat; the galleys 40 

Have sent a dozen sequent messengers 
This very night at one another’s heels, 

And many of the consuls, rais’d and met, 

Are at the duke’s already. You have been hotly 
call’d for; 44 

When, being not at your lodging to be found. 
The senate hath sent about three several quests 
To search you out. 

Oth. ’Tis well I am found by you. 

I will but spend a word here in the house, 48 
And go with you. [Exit. 

Cas. Ancient, what makes be here? 

Iago. Faith, he to-night hath boarded a land 

^EIT3Ck * 

0 it prove lawful prize, he’s made for ever. 
Cas. I do not understand. 

Iago. He’s married. 

Cas. To who? 32 


Re-enter othello. 

Iago. Marry, to—Come, captain, will you go? 
Oth. Have with you. 

Cas. Here comes another troop to seek for 
you. 

Iago. It is Brabantio. General, be advis'd; 
He comes to bad intent 

Enter brabantio, roderigo, and Officers, 
with torches and weapons. 

Oth. Holla! stand there! 5® 

Rod. Signior, it is the Moor. 

Bra. Down with him, thief! 

[They draw on both sides, 
logo. You, Roderigo! come sir, I am for you. 
Oth. Keep up your bright swords, for the 
dew will rust them. 

Good signior, you shall mote command with 
years 60 
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Bra. O thou foul thief! when hast thou 
stow’d my daughter? 

Damn’d as thou art, thou hast enchanted her; 
For I’ll refer me to all things of sense, 64 
If she in chains of magic were not bound. 
Whether a maid so tender, fair, and happy. 
So opposite to marriage that she shunn'd 
The wealthy curled darlings of our nation, 68 
Would ever have, to incur a general mock. 
Run from her guardage to the sooty bosom 
Of such a thing as thou; to fear, not to delight 
Judge me the world, if 'tis not gross in sense 72 
That thou hast practis’d on her with foul charms. 
Abus'd her delicateyouth with drugs or minerals 
That weaken motion: I'U have’t disputed on; 
Tit probable, and palpable to thinking. 76 
I therefore apprehend and do attach thee 
For an abuser of the world, a practiser 
Of arts inhibited and out of warrant 
lay hold upon him: if he do resist Bo 
Subdue him at his peril. 


Hold your hands. 


Both you of my inclining, and the rest: 

Were it my cue to fight, I should have known it 
Without a prompter, where will you that I go 
To answer this your charge? 

Bra. To prison; till fit time 8 s 

Of law and course of direct session 
Call thee to answer. 

Oth. What if I do obey? 

How may the duke be therewith satisfied, 88 
Whose messengers are here about my side. 
Upon some present business of the state 
To bring me to him? 

Off. Tis true, most worthy signior; 

The duke’s in council, and your noble self, 9a 
I am sure, is sent for. 

Bra. Howl the duke in council! 

In this time of the night! Bring him away. 
Mine’s not an idle cause: the duke himself. 
Or any of my brothers of the state, 96 

Cannot but feel this wrong as 'twere their own; 
For if such actions may have passage free. 
Band-slaves and pagans shall our statesmen be. 

L Exeunt. 

Scene IH. —A Council Chamber. The duke and 
Senators sitting at a table. Officers attending. 
Duke. There is no composition in these newt 
That gives them credit. 

Pint Sen. Indeed, they are dlsproportion’d; 
My letters say a hundred and seven galleys. 
Duke. And a hundred and forty. 

Sac. Sen. And mine, two hundred: 4 
But though they lump not on a just account,— 
As in these cases, where the aim reports, 

Tis oft with diflerence,—yet do they all con¬ 
firm 

A Turkish fleet, and bearing up to Cyprus. 8 
Duke. Nay, it is possible enough to judg- 
mart: 

I do not so secure me in the error. 

But the main article I do approve 

Tn f f uffti l mdh, 


lACTt 

Sailor. I Within.] What, hoi what, hoi what, 
ho! 12 

Off. A messenger from the galleys. 

Enter a Sailor. 

Duke. Now, what’s the business? 

Sail. The Turkish preparation makes for 
Rhodes; 

So was I bid report here to the state 
By Signior Angelo. t 6 

Duke. How say you by this change? 

First Sen. This cannot be. 

By no assay of reason; ’tis a pageant 
To keep us in false gaze. When we consider 
The importancy of Cyprus to the Turk, so 

And let ourselves again but understand. 

That as it more concerns the Turk than Rhodes, 
So may he with more facile question bear it, 
For that it stands not in such war-like brace, 14 
But altogether lacks the abilities 
That Rhodes is dress’d in: if we make thought 
of this. 

We must not think the Turk is so unskilful 
To leave that latest which concerns him first, 28 
Neglecting an attempt of ease and gain, 

To wake and wage a danger profitless. 

Duke. Nay, in all confidence, he's not for 
Rhodes. 

Off. Here is more news. ss 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. The Ottomites, reverend and gracious. 
Steering with due course toward the isle of 
Rhodes, 

Have there injointed them with an after fleet. 
First Sen. Ay, so I thought. How many, as 
you guess? 3 * 

Mess. Of thirty sail; and now they do re-stem 
Their backward course, bearing with frank 
appearance _ 

Their purposes toward Cyprus. Signlor Mon- 
tano, 

Your trusty and most valiant servitor, 40 
With his free duty recommends you thus. 

And praysyou to believe him. 

Duke. Tis certain then, for Cyprus. 

Marcus Lucdcos, is not he in town? 44 
First Sen. He’s now in Florence. 

Duke. Writefromustohim;post-post-haste 
dispatch. 

First Sen. Here comes Brabantlo and the 
valiant Moor. 

Enter bbabantio. othello, iaoo, boderigo. 
and Officers. 

Duke. Valiant Othello, we must straight em¬ 
ploy you 48 

Against the general enemy Ottoman. 

[To BRABANTto.] I did not see you; welcome. 


We lack’d your counsel and your help to-night 
Bra. So did I yours. Good your grace, par¬ 
don me; P 

Neither my place nor aught I heard of business 
Hath rais'd me from my bed, nor doth the 
general care 
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Take hold of me, for my particular grief 
Is of so flood-gate and o’erbearing nature 5* 
That it engluts and swallows other sorrows 
And it is still itself. 

Duke. Why, what’s the matter? 

Bra. My daughter! O! my daughter. 


Duke. 

Sen. 

Bra. 


Dead? 


_ Ay, to me; 

She is abus’d, stol'n from me, and corrupted 60 
By spells and medicines bought of mounte¬ 
banks; 

For nature so preposterously to err, 

Being not deficient, blind, or lame of sense, 
Sans witchcraft could not. 64 

Duke. Whoe’er he be that in this foul pro¬ 
ceeding 

Hath thus beguil’d your daughter of herself 
And you of her, the bloody book of law 
You shall yourself read in the bitter letter 68 
After your own sense; yea, though our proper 
son 

Stood in your action. 

Bra. Humbly I thank your Grace. 

Here is the man, this Moor; whom now, it 
seems. 

Your special mandate for the state affairs, 72 
Hath hither brought. 

j We are very sorry for it. 

Duke. [To OTHELLO.] What, in your own 
part, can you say to this? 

Bra. Nothing, but this is so. 

Oth. Most pctent, grave, and reverend sig- 
niors, 76 

My very noble and approv'd good masters. 
That I have ta’en away this old man’s daughter. 
It is most true; true, I have married her: 

The very head and front of my offending 80 
Hath this extent, no more. Rude am I in my 
speech. 

And little mess’d with the soft phrase of peace; 
For since these arms of mine had seven years 
pith, 

Till now some nine moons wasted, they have us’d 
Their dearest action in the tented field; 85 
And little of this great world can I speak. 
More than pertains to feats of broil and battle; 
And therefore little shall I grace my cause 88 
In speaking for myself. Yet, by your gracious 
patience, 

I will a round unvarnish’d tale deliver 
Of my whole course of love; what drugs, what 
charms. 

What conjuration, and what mighty magic, 92 
For such proceeding I am charged withal, 

I won his daughter. 

Bra. A maiden never bold; 

Of spirit so still and quiet, that her motion 
Blush’d at herself; and die, in spite of nature. 
Of years, of country, credit, every thing, 97 
To fall in love with what she fear'd to look onl 
It is a Judgment maim’d and most imperfect 
That will confess perfection so could err 100 
Against all rules of nature, and must be driven 
To find out practices of cunning hell, 


Why this should be. I therefore vouch again 
That with some mixtures powerful o’er the 
blood, toe 

Or with some dram conjur’d to this effect. 

He wrought upon her. 

DuKe. To vouch this, is no proof. 

Without more certain and more overt test 
Than these thin habits and poor likelihoods 10S 
Of modem seeming do prefer against him. 

First Sen. But, Othello, speak: 

Did you by indirect and forced courses 
Subdue and poison this young maid’s affee- 
tions; 112 

Or came it by request and such fair question 
As soul to soul affordeth? 

Oth. I do beseech you, 

Send for the lady to the Sagittary, 

And let her speak of me before her father: 116 
If you do find me foul in her report, 

T he trust, the office I do hold of you. 

Not only take away, but let your sentence 
Even fall upon my life. 

Duke. Fetch Desdemona hither. 

Oth. Ancient, conduct them; you best know 
the place. 121 

[Exeunt iago and Attendants. 
And, till she come, as truly as to heaven 
I do confess the vices of my blood, 

So justly to your grave ears I’ll present IS 4 
How I did thrive in this fair lady’s love. 

And she in mine. 

Duke. Say it, Othello. 

Oth. Her father lov’d me; oft invited me; 
Still question’d me the story of my life 129 
From year to year, the battles, sieges, fortunes 
That I have pass'd. 

I ran it through, even from my boyish days 13a 
To the very moment that he bade me tell it; 
Wherein I spake of most disastrous chances. 
Of moving accidents by flood and field. 

Of hair-breadth ’scapes i’ the imminent deadly 
breach, >34 

Of being taken by the insolent foe 
And sold to slavery, of my redemption thence 
And portance in my travel’s history; 

Wherein of antres vast and desarts idle, 140 
Rough quarries, rocks and hills whose heads 
touch heaven, 

It was my hint to speak, such was the process; 
And of the Cannibals that each other eat. 

The Anthropophagi, and men whose heads 144 
Do grow beneath their shoulders. This to hear 
Would Desdemona seriously incline; 

But still the house-affairs would draw her 
thence; 

Which ever as she could with haste dispatch. 
She’d come again, and with a greedy ear 149 
Devour up my discourse. Which I observing. 
Took once a pliant hour, and found good means 
To draw from her a prayer of earnest heart 13a 
That I would all my pilgrimage dilate, 
Whereof by parcels she had something heard. 
But not intentively: I did consent; 

And often did beguile her of her tears, is# 
When I did sneak of some distressfhl stroke 
That my youth suffer'd. My story being done. 
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she gave me for my pains a world of sighs: 
Sue swore, in faith, ’twas strange, ’twas passing 
strange; tea 

Twas pitiful, “twas wondrous pitiful: 

She wish’d she had not heard it, yet she wish’d 
That heaven had made her such a man; she 
thank'd me. 

And bade me, if I had a friend that lov’d her, 
I should but teach him how to tell my story, 165 
And that would woo her. Upon this hint 1 
spake: 

She lov’d me for the dangers I had pass’d. 
And I lov’d her that she did pity them. 168 
This only is the witchcraft I have us'd: 

Here comes the lady; let her witness it. 


Enter desdemona, iago, and Attendants. 
Duke. I think this tale would win my daugh¬ 
ter too. 

Good Brabantio, 17a 

Take up this mangled matter at the best; 

Men do their broken weapons rather use 
Than their bare hands. 

Bra. I pray you, hear her speak: 

If she confess that she was half the wooer, 176 
Destruction on my head, if my bad blame 
light on the man! Come hither, gentle mis¬ 
tress: 


Do you perceive in all this noble company 
Where most you owe obedience? 

Dei. My noble father, 

I do perceive here a divided duty: 181 

To you I am bound for life and education; 
My life and education both do learn me 
How to respect you; you are the lord of duty, 
I am hitherto your daughter: but here’s my 
husband: i8< 

And so much duty as my mother show’d 
To you, preferring you before her father, 

So much I challenge that 1 may profess 188 
Due to the Moor my lord. 

Bra. God be with you! X have done. 

Please it your Grace, on to the state affairs: 

I had rather to adopt a child than get it. 
Come hither. Moor: 192 

I here do give thee that with all my heart 
Which, but thou hast already, with ail my heart 
I would keep from thee. For your sake, jewel, 
I am glad at soul I have no otheT child; 19s 
Tor toy escape would teach me tyranny. 

To hang clogs on them. I have done, my lord. 
Duke, let me speak like yourself and lay a 
sentence. 

Which as a grize or step, may help these lovers 
Into your favour. 201 

When remedies are past, the griefs are ended 
By seeing the worst, which late on hopes de¬ 
pended. 

To mount a mischief that is past and gone 204 
Is the next way to draw new mischief on. 
What cannot be preserv’d when Fortune takes. 
Patience her injury a mockery makes. 

The robb'd that smiles steals something from 
the thief; 208 

fie robs himself that spends a bootless grief. 
Bra. So let the Turk of Cyprus us beguile: 


We lose it not so long as we can smile. 

He bears the sentence well that nothing bears 
But the free comfort which from thence he 
hears; 

But he bears both the sentence and the sorrow 
That, to pay grief, must of poor patience bor¬ 
row. 

These sentences, to sugar, or to gall, arS 
Being strong on both sides, are equivocal: 

But words are words; I never yet did hear 
That the bruis’d heart was pierced through the 
ear. 

I humbly beseech you, proceed to the affairs of 
state. 220 

Duke. Tire Turk with a most mighty prepara¬ 
tion makes for Cyprus. Othello, the fortitude of 
the place is best known to you; and though 
we have there a substitute of most allowed 
sufficiency, yet opinion, a sovereign mistress of 
effects, throws a more safer voice on you: you 
must therefore be content to slubber the gloss of 
your new fortunes with this more stubborn and 
boisterous expedition. 229 

Oth. Thetyrantcustom,mostgravesenators, 
Hath made the flinty and steel couch of war 
My thrice-driven bed of down: I do agnize 232 
A natural and prompt alacrity 
I And in hardness, and do undertake 
These present wars against the Ortomites. 
Most humbly therefore bending to your state, 
I crave fit disposition for my wife, 237 

Due reference of place and exhibition. 

With such accommodation and besort 
As levels with her breeding. 

Duke. If you please, 249 

Be’t at her father's. 

Bra. I'D not have it so. 

Oth. Net I. 

Dee. Nor I; I would not there reside, 

To put my father in impatient thoughts 244 
By being in his eye. Most gracious duke, 

To my unfolding lend your gracious ear; 

And let me find a charter in your voice 
To assist my simpleness. 248 

Duke. What would you, Desdemona? 

Des. That I did love the Moor to live with 
him, 

My downright violence and storm of fortunes 
May trumpet to the world; my heart’s subdu'd 
Even to the very quality of my lord; *53 
I saw Othello’s visage in his mind, 

And to his honours and his valiant parts 
Did I my soul and fortunes consecrate, 236 
So that, dear lords, if I be left behind, 

A moth of peace, and he go to the war. 

The rites for which I love him are bereft me. 
And I a heavy interim shall support *6° 

By his dear absence. Let me go with him. 

Oth. Let her have your voices. 

Vouch with me, heaven, I therefore beg it not 
To please the palate of my appetite, 

Nor to comply with heat,—the young affects 
In me defunct,—and proper satisfaction. 

But to be free and bounteous to her mind; 
And heaven defend your good souls that you 

thmlr 26$ 
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1 will youi serious and great business scant 
For she is with me. No, when light-wing’d toys 
Of feather'd Cupid seel with wanton dulness 
My speculative and otiic’d instruments, 272 
That my disports corrupt and taint my business. 
Let housewives make a skillet of my helm. 
And all indign and base adversities 
Make head against my estimation! 7.76 

Duke. Be it as you shall privately determine, 
Either for her stay or going. The affair cries baste. 
And speed must answer it. 

First Sen. You must away to-night. 

Otk. With ail my heart. 280 

Duke. At nine i’ the morning here we’ll meet 
again. 

Othello, leave some officer behind, 

And he shall our commission bring to you; 
With such things else of quality and respect 284 
As doth import you. 

Oth. So please your Grace, my ancient; 
\ man he is of honesty and trust: 

To his conveyance 1 assign my wife. 

With what else needful your good grace shall 
think 288 

T i be sent after me. 

Duke. Let it be so. 

Good night to every one. [ 7 o brabantio.] 
And, noble signior. 

If virtue no delighted beauty lack, 

Your son-in-law is far more fair than black. 292 
First Sen. Adieu, brave Moor! use Desde- 
mona well. 

Bru. l .ook to her, Moor, if thou hast eyes to 
see: 

She has deceiv’d her father, and may thee. 

I Exeunt duke. Senators, Officers, <£c. 
Oth. My life upon her faith! Honest lago, 
My Desdemona must 1 leave to thee: 297 

I prithee, let thy wife attend on her; 

And bring them after in the best advantage. 
Come, Desdemona; 1 have but an hour 300 
Of love, of woildly matters and direction. 

To spend with thee: we must obey the time. 

{Exeunt OTHELLO and desdemona. 
Rod. Iago! 

/ago. What sayst thou, noble heart? 304 
Rod. What will I do, think’st thou? 
logo. Why, go to bed, and sleep. 

Rod. I will incontinently drown myself. 
lago. Well, if thou dost, I shall never love 
thee after. Why, thou silly gentleman 1 3^9 

Rod. It is silliness to live when to live is 
tormentjand then have we a prescription to die 
when death is our physician. 3 t* 

lago. O! villanous; 1 have looked upon the 
world for four times seven years, and since I 
could distinguish betwixt a benefit and an 
injury, I never found man that knew how to 
love himself. Ere I would say, I would drown 
myself for the love of a guinea-hen, I would 
change my humanity with a baboon. 3»9 
Rod. What should I do? I confess it is my 
shame to be so fond; but it is not in my virtue 
• to amend it. . , 3 “ 

logo. Virtue! a fig! ’tis in ourselves that we 
are thus, or thus. Our bodies are our gardens, 


to the which our wills are gardeners; so that if we 
will plant nettles or sow lettuce, set hyssop and 
weed up thyme, supply it with one gender ofheibs 
or distract it with many, either to have it sterile 
with idleness or manured with industry, why, 
the power and corrigible authority of this lies in 
our wills. If the balance of our lives had not 
one scale of reason to poise another of sensual¬ 
ity, 1 he Mood and baseness of our natures would 
conduct us to most preposterous conclusions; 
but we have reason to cool our raging motions, 
our carnal stings, our unbitted lusts, whereof I 
take this that you call love to be a sect or scion. 
Rod. It cannot be. 338 

lago. It is merely a lust of the blood and a 
permission of the will. Come, be a man. Drown 
thyself! drown cats and blind puppies. I have 
professed me thy friend, and I confess me knit 
to thy deserving with cables of perdurable tough¬ 
ness; I could never better stead thee than now. 
Put money in thy purse; follow these wars; 
defeat thy favour with a usurped beard; I say, 
put money in thy purse. It cannot be that 
Desdemona should long continue her love to the 
Moor.—put money in thy purse,—nor he his to 
her. It was a violent commencement in her, 
and thou shall see an answerable sequestration; 
put but money in thy purse. These Moors are 
changeable in their wills:—fill thy purse with 
money:—the food that to him now is as luscious 
as locusts, shall be to him shortly as bitter as 
coloquintida. She must change for youth: when 
she is sated with his body, she will find the error 
of her choice. She must have change, she must: 
therefore put money in thy purse. If thou wilt 
needs damn thyself do it a more delicate way 
than drowning. Make all the money thou canst. 
If sanctimony and a frail vow betwixt an erring 
barbarian and a supersr.btle Venetian be not too 
hard for my wits and all the tribe of hell, thou 
shalt enjoy her; therefore make money. A pox 
of drowning thyself 1 it is dean out of the way: 
seek thou rather to be hanged in compassing 
thy joy than to be drowned and go without her. 

Rod. Wilt thou be fast to my hopes, if I 
depend on the issue? 370 

lago. Thou art sure of me: go, make money. 

I have told thee often, and I re-tell thee again 
and again, I hate the Moor: my cause is hearted: 
thine hath no less reason. Let us be conjunc¬ 
tive in our revenge against him; if thou canst 
cuckold him, thou dost thyself a pleasure, me a 
sport. There are many events in the womb of 
time which will be delivered. Traverse; go: 
provide thy money. We will have more of this 
to-morrow. Adieu. 3*0 

Rod. Where shall we meet i’ the morning? 
logo. At my lodging. 

Rod. I’ll be with thee betimes. 
lago. Go to ; farewell. Do you hear. Rode- 
rigo? 384 

Rod. What say you? 

lago. No more of drowning, do you hear? 
Rod. 1 am changed. I'll sell all my land. 
lago. Go to; farewell 1 put money enough in 
your purse. {Exit kodbriqo. 
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Thus do I ever make my fool my purse; 389 
For I mine own gain'd knowledge should pro¬ 
fane. 

If I would time expend with such a snipe 
But for my sport and profit, 1 hate the Moor, 
And it is thought abroad that ‘twixt my sheets 
He has done my office: I know not if’t be true. 
But L for mere suspicion in that kind, 

Will do as if for surety. He holds me well; 396 
The better shall my purpose work on him. 
Cassio’s a proper man; let me see now: 

To get his place; and to plume up my will 
In double knavery; how, howl Let’s see: 400 
After some time to abuse Othello’s ear 
That he is too familiar with his wife: 

He hath a person and a smooth dispose 
To be suspected; framed to make women false. 
The Moor is of a free and open nature, aoj 
That thinks men honest that but seem to be so. 
And will as tenderly be led by the nose 
As asses are. 408 

I have’t: it is engender'd: hell and night 
Must bring this monstrous birth to the world's 
fight. IExit. 


ACT n 

Scene I.— A Sea-port Town in Cyprus. 

An open place near the Quay. 

Enter montano and two Gentlemen. 
Mon. What from the cape can you discern at 
weal 

First Gent. Nothing at all; it is a high- 
wrought flood; 

I cannot ’twixt the heaven and the main 
Descry a saiL 4 

Mon. Methinks the wind bath spoke aloud at 
land; 

A ftiller blast ne’er shook our battlements; 

If it hath ruffian’d so upon the sea, 

What ribs of oak, when mountains melt on them. 
Can hold the mortise! what shall we hear of 
this? 9 

Sec. Gent. AsegregationoftheTurkishfleet; 
For do but stand upon the foaming shore, 
The chidden billow seems to pelt the clouds; tx 
The wind-shak’d surge, with high and mon¬ 
strous mane. 

Seems to cast water on the burning bear 
And quench the guards of the ever-fixed pole: 
I never did like molestation view 16 

On the enchafed flood. 

Mon. If that the Turkish fleet 

Be not enshelter'd and embay’d, they are 
drown’d; 

It is impossible they bear it out. 


Enter a third Gentleman. 

Third Gent. News, lads! our wars are done. 
The desperate tempest hath so bang’d the Turks 
That their designment halts; a noble ship of 
Venice 

Hath seen a grievous wrack and sufferance 
On most part of their fleet. >4 

Mon. Howl is this true? 

Third Gent. The ship is here put in. 


A Veronesa; Michael Cassio, 

Lieutenant to the war-like Moor Othello, 

Is come on shore: the Moor himself *s at sea, x8 
And is in full commission here for Cyprus. 
Mon. I am glad on *t;’tis a worthy governor. 
Third Gent. But this same Cassio, though he 
speak of comfort 

Touching the Turkish loss, yet he looks sadly 3> 
And prays the Moor be safe; for they were 
patted 

With foul and violent tempest. 

Mon. Pray heaven he be; 

For I have serv’d him, and the man commands 
Like a full soldier. Let’s to the sea-side, ho 1 36 
As well to see the vessel that’s come in 
As to throw out our eyes for brave Othello, 
Even till we make the main and the aerial blue 
An indistinct regard. 

Third Gent. Come, let’s do so; 40 

For every minute is expectancy 
Of mote arrivance. 


Enter cassio. 

Cas. Thanks, you the valiant of this war-like 
isle. 

That so approve the Moor. O! let the heavens 
Give him defence against the elements, 43 
For I have lost him on a dangerous sea. 

Mon. Is he well shipp’d ? 

Cas. His bark is stoutly timber'd, and his 
pilot 48 

Of very expert and approv’d allowance; 
Therefore my hopes, not surfeited to death. 
Stand in bold cure. 

[ Within, 'A sail!—a sail!—a sail!’ 


Enter a Messenger. 

Cas. What noise? sx 

Mess. The town is empty; on the brow o’ the 
sea 

Stand ranks of people, and they cry, ‘A sail!’ 
Cas. My hopes do shape him for the go¬ 
vernor. . [Guns heard. 

Sec. Gent. They do discharge their shot of 
courtesy; si 

Our friends at least. 

Cas. I pray you, sir, go forth. 

And give us truth who 'tis that is arriv'd. 

Sec. Gent. I shall. [Exit. 

Mon. But, good lieutenant, is your general 
wiv'd? 60 

Cas. Most fortunately: he hath achiev’d a 
maid 

That paragons description and wQd fame; 
One that excels the quirks of blazoning pens. 
And in th’ essential vesture of creation 84 
Does tire the ingener. 


Re-enter second Gentleman. 


How now I who has put in? 
Sec. Gent. *Tis one lago, ancient to the 
general. 

Cas. He has had most favourable and happy 


speed: 

Tempests themselves, high seas, and howling 
winds, ** 
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rbe gutter’d rocks, and congregated sands. 
Traitors ensteep’d to clog the guiltless keel. 
As having sense of beauty, do omit 
Their mortal natures, letting go safely by 7* 
The divine Desdemona. 

Mon. What is she? 

Cas. She that I spake of, our great captain’s 
captain. 

Left in the conduct of the bold Iago, 

Whose footing here anticipates our thoughts 76 
Ase’nnight’sspeed. Great Jove, Othello guard, 
And swell his sail with thine own powerful 
breath. 

That he may bless this bay with his tall ship. 
Make love’s quick pants in Desdemona’s arms. 
Give renew’d fire to our extincted spirits, 81 
And bring all Cyprus comfort 1 

Enter desdemona, emilla, lago, koderigo, 
and Attendants. 

O! behold. 

The riches of the ship is come on shore. 

Ye men of Cyprus, let her have your knees. 84 
Hail to thee, lady! and the grace of heaven. 
Before, behind thee, and on every hand, 
Enwheel thee round I 

Dei. I thank you, valiant Cassio. 

What tidings can you tell me of my lord ? ss 
Cas. He is not yet arriv’d; nor know I aught 
But that he’s well, and will be shortly here. 
Dei. Ol but I fear—How lost you company? 
Cas. The great contention of the sea and 
skies 92 

Parted our fellowship. But hark! a sail. 

[Cry within, ‘A sail!—a sail!’ Guns heard. 
Sec. Gent. They give their greeting to the 
citadel: 

This likewise is a friend. 

Cor. See for the news! 

(Exit Gentleman. 
Good ancient, you are welcome:— [To Emilia.) 

welcome, mistress. 9 ® 

Let it not gall your patience, good Iago, 

That I extend my manners; tis my breeding 
That gives me this bold show of courtesy. 

[Kissing her. 

Iago. Sir, would she give you so much of her 
lips too 

As of her tongue she oil bestows on me. 
You’d have enough. 

Des. Alas! she has no speech. 

Iago. In faith, too much; 

I find it still when I have list to sleep: 104 

Marry, before your ladyship, I grant. 

She puts her tongue a little in her heart. 

And chides with thinking. 

Emil. You have little cause to say so. 108 
Iago. Come on, come on; you are pictures 
out of doors, 

Bells in your parlours, wild cats in your kitchens. 
Saints in your injuries, devils being offended. 
Players in your housewifery, and housewives in 
your beds. *t* 

Des. O! fie upon thee, slanderer, 
iago. Nay, it is true, or else I am a Turk: 
You rise to play and go to bed to work. 


OTHELLO 

Emil. You shall not write my praise. 

Iago. No, let me not. <16 

Des. What wouldst thou write of me, if thou 
shouldst praise me? 

Iago. O gentle lady, do not put me to’t. 
Fori am nothing if not critical. 

Dei. Come on; assay. There’s one gone to 
the harbour? 120 

Iago. Ay, madam. 

Dei. I am not merry, but I do beguile 
The thing I am by seeming otherwise. 

Come, how wouldst thou praise me ? 124 

logo. I am about it; but indeed my inven¬ 
tion 

Comes from my pate as birdlime does from 
frize; 

It plucks out brains and all: but my muse 
labours. 

And thus she is deliver’d. 128 

If she be fair and wise, fairness and wit. 

The one’s for use, the other useth it. 

Des. Well prais’dl How if she be black and 
witty? 

Iago. If she be black, and thereto have a 
wit, 132 

She’ll find a white that shall her blackness fit. 
Des. Worse and worse. 

Emil. How if fair and foolish ? 

Iago. She never yet was foolish that was fair, 
For even her folly help’d her to an heir. 137 
Des. These are old fond paradoxes to make 
fools laugh i’ the alehouse. What miserable 
praise hast thou for her that’s foul and foolish? 
Iago. There’s none so foul and foolish there¬ 
unto 141 

But does foul pranks which fair and wise ones do. 

Des. O heavy ignorance! thou praisest the 
worst best. But what praise couldst thou be¬ 
stow on a deserving woman indeed, one that 
in the authority of her merit, did justly put on 
the vouch of very malice itself? 

Iago. She that was ever fair and never proud, 
Had tongue at will and yet was never loud, 149 
Never lack’d gold and yet went never gay, 
Fled from her wish and yet said ‘Nowl may,' 
She that being anger’d, her revenge being nigh. 
Bade her wrong stay and her displeasure fly, 133 
She that in wisdom never was so frail 
To change the cod’s head for the salmon’s tail. 
She that could think and ne’er disclose her mind. 
See suitors following and not look behind, 157 
She was a wight, if ever such wight were,— 
Des, To do what? 

Iago. Tosucklefoolsandchroniclesmallbeer. 
Des. O most lame and impotent conclusion! 
Do not learn of him, Emilia, though he be thy 
husband. How say you, Cassio? is he not a 
most profane and liberal counsellor? 164 

Cas. He speaks home, madam: you may 
relish him more in the soldier than in the 
scholar. t«T 

Iago. [Aside.] He takes her by the palm; ay, 
well said, whisper; with as little a web as this 
will I ensnare as neat a fly as Cassio. Ay, smile 
upon her, do; I will gyve thee in thine own 
courtship. You say true, ’tis so, ind eed. If 
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such tricks as these strip you out of your 
lieutenantry, it had been better you had not 
kissed your three fingers so oft, which now 
again you are most apt to play the sir in. 
Very good; well kissed! an excellent courtesy! 
'tis so, indeed. Yet again your fingers to your 
lips? would they were clyster-pipes for your 
sake! [A trumpet heard.] The Moor! I know 
his trumpet. isi 

Cos. ’Tis truly so. 

Des. let’s meet him and receive him. 

Cas. Lo! where he comes. 184 

Enter othello and Attendants. 

Oth. O my fair warrior! 

Des. My dear Othello! 

Oth. It gives me wonder great as my content 
To see you here before me. O my soul’s joy! 
If after every tempest come such calms, >88 
May the winds blow till they have waken’d 
death! 

And let the labouring bark climb hills of seas 
Olympus-high, and duck again as low 
As heu’s from heaven! If it were now to die, 192 
’Twere now to be most happy, for 1 fear 
My soul hath her content so absolute 
That not another comfort like to this 
Succeeds in unknown fate. 

Des. The heavens forbid >96 

But that our loves and comforts should increase 
Even as our days do grow! 

Or*. Amen to that, sweet powers 1 

I cannot speak enough of this content; 

It stops me here; it is too much of joy; aoo 

And this, and this, the greatest discords be, 

[Kissing her. 

That eer our hearts shall make! 

logo. [Aside.] O! you are well tun’d now. 
But I’ll set down the pegs that make this music. 
As honest as I am. 

Oth. Come, let us to the castle. 204 

News, friends; our wars are done, the Turks are 
drown’d. 

How does my old acquaintance of this isle? 
Honey, you shall be well desir'd in Cyprus; 

I have found great love amongst them. O my 
sweet, 208 

I prattle out of fashion, and I dote 
In mine own comforts. I prithee, good Iago, 
Go to the bay and disembark my coffers. 

Bring thou the master to the citadel; 212 
He is a good one, and his worthiness 
Does challenge much respect. Come, Desde- 
mona, 

Once more well met at Cyprus. 

[Exeunt all except IAGO and IIODEKIGO. 
logo. Do thou meet me presently at the 
harbour. Come hither. If thou be’st valiant, 
as they say base men being in love have then 
a nobility in their natures more than is native to 
them, list me. The lieutenant to-night watches 
on the court of guard: first, I must tell thee this, 
Deademona is directly in love with him. 

Rod. With him! why, ’tis not possible. 223 
logo. Lay thy finger thus, and let thy soul 
be instructed. Mark me with what violence the 


first loved the Moor but for bragging and telling 
her fantastical lies; and will she love him still 
for prating? let not thy discreet heart think it. 
Her eye must be fed; and what delight shall 
she have to look on the devil ? When the blood 
is made dull with the act of sport, there should 
be, again to inflame it, and to give satiety a 
fresh appetite, loveliness in favour, sympathy 
in years, manners, and beauties; all which the 
Moor is defective in. Now, for want of these 
required conveniences, her delicate tenderness 
will find itself abused, begin to heave the gorge, 
disrelish and abhor the Moor; very nature will 
instruct her in it, and compel her to some 
second choice. Now, sir, this granted, as it is a 
mostpregnantand unforced position, whostands 
so eminently in the degree of this fortune as 
Cassio does? a knave very voluble, no further 
conscionable than in putting on the mere form 
of civil and humane seermng, for the better 
compassing of his salt and most hidden loose 
affection? why, none; why, none.; a slipper and 
subtle knave, a finder-out of occasions, that has 
an eye can stamp and counterfeit advantages, 
though true advantage never present itself; a 
devilish knave! Besides, the knave is handsome, 
young, and hath all those requisites in him that 
folly and green minds look after; a pestilent 
complete knave 1 and the woman hath found 
him already. 253 

Rod. I cannot believe that in her; she is full 
Of most blessed condition. 

Iago. Blessed fig’s end 1 the wine she drinks 
is made of grapes; if she had been blessed she 
would never have loved the Moor; blessed pud¬ 
ding! Didst thou not see her paddle with the 
pa!m of his hand? didst not mark that? 

Rod. Yes, that I did; but that was but cour¬ 
tesy. 264 

Iago. Lechery, by this hand! an index and 
obscure prologue to the history of lust and foul 
thoughts. They met so near with their Ups, that 
their breaths embraced' together. Villanous 
thoughts, Roderigo! when these mutualities so 
marshal the way, hard at hand comes the master 
and main exercise, the incorporate conclusion. 
Pish! But, sir, be you ruled by me: I have 
brought you from Venice. Watch you to-night; 
for the command. I’ll lay’t upon you: Cassio 
knows you not. I’ll not be farfrom you: do you 
find some occasion to anger Cassio, either by 
speaking too loud, or tainting his disdpUne; 
or from what other course you please, which 
the time shall more favourably minister. 

Rod. Well. 280 

logo. Sir, he is rash and very sudden in 
choler. and haply may strike at you: provoke 
him, that he may; for even out of that will I 
cause these of Cyprus to mutiny, whose quali¬ 
fication shall come into no true taste again but 
by the displanting of Cassio. So shall you have 
a shorter Journey to your desires by the means 
I shall then have to prefer them; and the im¬ 
pediment most profitably removed, without the 
which there were no expectation of our pros' 
perky. a»i 
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SCENE I] 

Rod. I will do this. If I can bring it to any 
opportunity. 

/ago. I warrant thee. Meet me by and by at 
the citadel: I must fetch his necessaries ashore. 
Farewell. 296 

Rod. Adieu. [Exit. 

/ago. That Cassio loves her, I do well be¬ 
lieve it; 

That she loves him, ’tis apt, and of great credit: 
The Moor, howbeit that I endure him not, 300 
Is of a constant, loving, noble nature; 

And I dare think he’ll prove to Desdemona 
A most dear husband. Now, I do love her too; 
Not out of absolute lust,—though perad venture 
I stand accountant for as great a sin,— 305 

But partly led to diet my revenge. 

For that I do suspect the lusty Moor 
Hath leap’d into my seat; the thought whereof 
Doth like a poisonous mineral gnaw tny in¬ 
wards; 309 

And nothing can or shall content my soul 
Till I am even’d with him, wife for wife; 

Or failing so, yet that I put the Moor 31a 
At least into a jealousy so strong 
That judgment cannot cure. Which thing to do, 
If this poor trash of Venice, whom I trash 
For his quick hunting, stand the putting-on. 
I'll have our Michael Cassio on the hip; 317 
Abuse him to the Moor in the rank garb, 

For I fear Cassio with my night-cap too, 
Make the Moor thank me, love me, and te- 
ward me 320 

For making him egregiously an ass 
And practising upon his peace and quiet 
Even to madness. ’Tis here, but yet confus’d; 
Knavery’s plain face is never seen till us'd. 324 

[Exit. 

Scene II. —A Street. 

Enter a Herald with a proclamation; People 
following. 

Her. It is Othello's pleasure, our noble and 
valiant general, that, upon certain tidings now 
arrived, importing the mere perdition of the 
Turkish fleet, every man put himself into tri¬ 
umph; some to dance, some to make bonfires, 
each man to what sport and revels his addiction 
leads him: for, besides these beneficial news, it 
is the celebration of his nuptial. So much was 
his pleasure should be proclaimed. AU offices 
are open, and there is full liberty of feasting 
from this present hour of five till the bell have 
told eleven. Heaven bless the isle of Cyprus 
and our noble general Othello! [Exeunt. 

Scene HI .—A Hall in the Castle. 

Enter othbu.o, desdemona, cassio, and 
Attendants. 

Oth. Good Michael, look you to the guard 
to-night: 

Let’s teach ourselves that honourable stop. 
Not to outsport discretion. 

Cas. Iago hath direction what to do: 4 

But, notwi thstanding , with my personal eye 


Will I look to’t. 

Oth. Iago is most honest. 

Michael, good night; to-morrow with your 
earliest 

Let me have speech with you. [To desdemona.] 
Come, my dear love, S 

The purchase made, the fruits are to ensue; 
That profit’s yet to come ’twist me and you. 
Good night. 

[Exeunt othello, desdemona, and 
Attendants. 

Enter IAGO. 

Cas. Welcome, Iago; we must to the watch. 
Iago. Not this hour, lieutenant; ’tis not yet 
ten o’ the clock. Our general cast us thus early 
for the love of his Desdemona, who let us not 
therefore blame; he hath not yet made wanton 
the night with her, and she is sport for Jove. 17 
Cas. She's a most exquisite lady. 

Iago. And, I’ll warrant her, full of game. 
Cas. Indeed, she is a most fresh and delicate 
creature. 21 

Iago. What an eye she has! methinks it 
sounds a parley of provocation. 

Cas. An inviting eye; and yet methinks right 
modest. 25 

Iago. And when she speaks, is it not an 
alarum to love? 

('as. She is indeed perfection. 28 

Iago. Well, happiness to their sheets! Come, 
lieutenant, I have a stoup of wine, and here 
without are a brace of Cyprus gallants that 
would fain have a measure to the health of black 
Othello. 33 

Cas. Not to-night, good Iago: I have very 
poor and unhappy brains for drinking: I could 
well wish courtesy would invent some other 
custom of entertainment. 37 

Iago. Ol they are our friends; but one cup: 
I’ll drink for you. 

Cas. I have drunk but one cup to-night, and 
that was craftily qualified too, and, behold, 
what innovation it makes here: I am unfor¬ 
tunate in the infirmity, and dare not task my 
weakness with any more. 44 

Iago. What, man! *tis a night of revels; the 
gallants desire it. 

Cas. Where are they? 

Iago. Here at the door; I pray you, call 
them in. 49 

Cas. I’ll do’t; but it dislikes me. [Exit. 
Iago. If I can fasten but one cup upon him. 
With that w tich he hath drunk to-night already. 
He’ll be as full of quarrel and offence 53 

As my young mistress’dog. Now, my sick fool 
Roderigo, 

Whom love hastum’d almost the wrong side out. 
To Desdemona hath to-night carous’d 3$ 

Potations pottle deep; and he’s to watch. 
Three lads of Cyprus, noble swelling spirits. 
That hold their honours in a wary distance, 
The very elements of this war-like isle, 60 

Have I to-night fluster’d with flowing cups. 
And they watch too. Now.’mongstthisflockof 
drunkards, 


Hh 
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Am I to put our Cassio in some action 
That may offend the isle. But here they come. 
If consequence do but approve my dream, 6; 
My boat sails freely, both with wind and stream. 

Re-enter cassio, with him montano, and Gentle¬ 
men. Servant following with wine, 

Cas. ‘Fore God, they have given me a rouse 
already. 68 

Mon. Good faith, a little one; not past a 
pint, as I am a soldier. 
logo. Some wine, hoi 

And let me the ranaktn clink, clink; 72 

And let me the cnnakin clink; 

A soldier’s a man; 

A life’s but a span; 

Why then let a soldier drink. 76 

Some wine, boys! 

Cas, ’Fore God, an excellent song. 
logo. 1 learned U in England, where indeed 
they are most potent in potting; your Dane, 
your German, and your swag-bellied Hollander, 
—drink, ho!—are nothing to your English. 

Car. Is your Englishman so expert in his 
drinking? 84 

logo. Why, he drinks you with facility your 
Dane dead drunk; he sweats not to overthrow 
your Almain; he gives your Hollander a vomit 
ere the next pottle can be filled. 88 

Cas. To the health of our general! 

Mon. 1 am for it, lieutenant; and I’ll do you 
justice. 

logo. O sweet England! 92 


Mon. To the platform, masters; come, let’s 
set the watch. 

logo. You see this fellow that is gone before; 
He is a soldier fit to stand by Qesar 128 
And give direction; and do but see his vice; 
*Tis to bis virtue a just equinox, 

The one as long as the other; ’tis pity of him. 
I fear the trust Othello puts him in, 132 

On some odd time of his infirmity. 

Will shake this island. 

Mon. But is he often thus? 

logo. Tis evermore the prologue to his sleep: 
He’ll watch the horologe a double set, 136 
If drink rock not his cradle. 

Mon. It were well 

The general were put in mind of it. 

Perhaps he sees it not: or his good nature 
Prizes the virtue that appears in Cassio, 140 
And looks not on his evils. Is not this true? 

Enter roderiqo. 

logo. [Aside to him.] How now, Roderigo! 
I pray you. after the lieutenant: go. 

j Exit RODERIQO. 
Mon. And ’tis great pity that the noble Moor 
Should hazard such a place as his own second 
With one of an ingraft infirmity; 

It were an honest action to say 
So to the Moor. 

logo. Not I, for this fair island: 148 

I do love Cassio well, and would do much 
To cure him of this evil. But hark! what noise? 

[Cry within, ‘Help! HelpI* 


King Stephen mu a worthy peer, 

Hu breeches cost him but a crown; 

He held them sixpence all too dear. 

With that he call’d the tailor Iowa 
He was a wight of high renown, 

And thou art but of low degree: 

*Tis pride that pulls the country down. 
Then take thine auld cloak about thee. 
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Some wine, ho! 

Cas. Why, this is a more exquisite song than 
the other. 

logo. Will you hear't again ? 104 

Cas. No; lor I hold him to be unworthy of 
his place that does those things. Well, God’s 
above all; and there be souls must be saved, and 
there be souls must not be saved. 108 

logo. It’s true, good lieutenant 
Cas. For mine own part—no offence to the 
general, nor any man of quality,—I hope to be 
saved. 112 

logo. And so do I too, lieutenant 
Cas. Ay; but by your leave, not before me; 
the lieutenant is to be saved before the andent 
Let * have no more of this; let’s to our affairs. 
God forgive us our sinsl Gentlemen, let’s look 
to our business. Do not think, gentlemen, I am 
drunk: this is my andent; this is my right 
hand, and this is my left hand. I am not drunk 
now; I can stand well enough, and speak well 
enough " 122 

Atl. Excellent welL 

Cas. Why, very well, then; you must not 
think that that I am drunk. [Exit. 


Re-enter cassio, driving in roderiqo. 

Cas. You rogue! you rascal! 

Mon. What’s the matter, lieutenant? 
Cas. A knave teach me my duty! jja 
I’ll beat the knave into a twiggen bottle. 

Rod. Beat me! 

Cas. Dost thou prate, rogue? 

- [Striking roderiqo. 
Mon. [Staying him.] Nay, good lieutenant; 
I pray you, sir, bold your hand. 

Cas. Let me go, dr, 158 

Or I’ll knock you o’er the mazzard. 

Mon. Come, come; you're drunk. 

Car. Drunk! [They fight, 

logo, t Aside to roderiqo.] Away, I say! go 
out, and cry a mutiny. [Exit roderiqo. 
Nay, good lieutenant! God’s will, gentlemen! 
Help, not Lieutenant! sir! Montano! sir! 
Help, masters! Here's a goodly watch indeed! 

[Bell rings. 

Who's that that rings the bell? Diablo, hot 
The town will rise: God’s will! lieutenant, hold! 
You will be sham’d for ever. 

Re-enter OTHELLO and Attendants. 

Oth. What Is the matter here? i *5 

Mon. ’Zounds! I bleed still; I am hurt to 
the death. 

Oth. Hold, for your Eve*! , 

logo. Hold, ho, lieutenant! Sir! Montano] 
gentlemen! til 

Have you forgot all tense of place and duty' 
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you; hold for shame! 
^hy, how now, ho I from whence ariseth 


Oth. 

this? 

Are we turn’d Turks, and to ourselves do that 
Which heaven hath forbid the Ottomites? 173 
For Christian shame put by this barbarous 
brawl; 

He that stirs next to carve for his own rage 
Holds his soul light; he dies upon his motion. 
Silence that dreadful belli it frights the isle 177 
From her propriety. What is the matter, 
masters? 

Honest Iago, that look’st dead with grieving. 
Speak, who began this? on thy love, 1 charge 
thee. 1S0 

logo. I do not know; friends all but now, 
even now. 

In quarter and in terms like bride and groom 
Devesting them for bed; and then, but now,— 
As if some planet had unwitted men,— 184 

Swords out, and tilting one at other’s breast, 
In opposition bloody. I cannot speak 
Any beginning to this peevish odds. 

And would in action glorious I had lost 1S8 
Those legs that brought me to a part of itl 
Oth. How comes it, Michael, you are thus 
forgot? 

Cos. I pray you, pardon me; I cannot speak. 
Oth. Worthy Montano, you were wont be 
civil; 192 

The gravity and stillness of your youth 
The world hath noted, and your name is great 
In mouths of wisest censure: what's the matter, 
That you unlace your reputation thus 196 

And spend your rich opinion for the name 
Of a night-brawler? give me answer to it. 

Mon. Worthy Othello, I am hurt to danger; 
Your officer, Iago, can inform you, 200 

While I spare speech, which something now 
offends me. 

Of all that I do know; nor know I aught 
By me that’s said or done amiss this night, 
Unless self-charity be sometimes a vice, 204 
And to defend ourselves it be a sin 
When violence assails us. , , 

Oth. Now, by heaven. 

My blood begins my safer guides to role. 

And passion, having my best judgment coined, 
Assays to lead the way. If 1 once stir, 209 
Or do but lift this arm, the best of you 
Shall sink in my rebuke. Give me to know 
How this foul rout began, who set it on; 212 
And he that is approv’d in this offence, 
Though he had twinn'd with me—both at a 
birth— 

Shall lose me. What! in a town of war, 

Yet wild, the people’s hearts brimful of fear, 216 
To manage private and domestic quaijel, 

In night, and on the court and guard of safety I 
Tis monstrous. Iago, who began’t? 

Mon. If partially anin’d, or leagu d in office, 
Thou dost deliver more or less than truth, 221 
Thou art no soldier. 

logo. Touch me not so near; 

Ihsd rather have this tongue cut ftommy mouth 
Than it should do offence to Michael Cassio; 224 


Yet, I persuade myself, to speak the troth 
Shall nothing wrong him. Thus it is, general 
Montano and myself being in speech, 

There comes a fellow crying out for help, 228 
And Cassio following with determin’d sword 
To execute upon him. Sir, this gentleman 
Steps in to Cassio, and entreats his pause; 
Myself the crying fellow did pursue, 23a 
Lest by his clamour, as it so fell out, 

The town might fall in fright; he, swift of foot. 
Outran my purpose, and! return’d the rather 
For that 1 heard the clink and fall of swords. 
And Cassio high in oath, which till to-night 237 
I ne’er might say before. When I came back,— 
For this was brief,—I found them close together. 
At blow and thrust, even as again they were 24c 
When you yourself did part them. 

More of this matter can I not report: 

But men are men; the best sometimes forget: 
Though Cassio did some little wrong to him, 244 
As men in rage strike those that wish them best. 
Yet, surely Cassio, I believe, receiv’d 
From him that fled some strange indignity. 
Which patience could not pass. 

Oth. 1 know, Iago, 248 

Thy honesty and love doth mince this matter. 
Making it light to Cassio. Cassio, I love thee; 
But never more be officer of mine. 

Enter desdemona, attended. 

Look! if my gentle love be not rais’d up; 252 
[To cassio.] I’ll make thee an example. 

Des. What’s the matter? 

Oth. All’s well now, sweeting; come away to 
bed. 

Sir, for your hurts, myself will be your surgeon. 
Lead him off. [montano is led off. 

Iago, look with care about the town, 257 
And silence those whom this vile brawl dis¬ 
tracted. 

Come, Desdemona; ’tis the soldiers’ life. 

To have their balmy slumbers wak’d with strife. 

[Exeunt all but IAOO and CASSIO. 
Iago. What! are you hurt, lieutenant? 261 
Cos. Ay; past all surgery. 

Iago. Marry, heaven forbid! 

Cos. Reputation, reputation,reputation! O! 
I have lost my reputation. I have lost the im¬ 
mortal part of myself, and what remains is 
bestial. My reputation, Iago, my reputation I 
logo. As I am an honest man. I thought you 
had received some bodily wound; there is more 
offence in that than in reputation. Reputation 
is an idle and most false imposition; oft got 
without merit, and lost without deserving: you 
have lost no reputation at all, unless you repute 
yourself such a loser. What! man; there are 
ways to recover the general again; you are but 
now cast in his mood, a punishment more in 
policy than in malice; even so as one would beat 
his offenceless dog to affright an imperious bon. 
Sue to him again, and he is yours. 279 

Cat. I will rather sue to be despised than to 
deceive so good a commander with so slight, so 
drunken, and so indiscreet an officer. Drunk! 
and speak parrot! and squabble, swagger, swear. 
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and discourse fustian with one’s own shadow! 
O thou invisible spirit of wine! if thou hast no 
name to be known by, let us call thee devil! 

logo. What was he that you followed with 
your sword? What had he done to you? 288 
Cas. I know not. 
logo. Is’t possible? 

Cos. I remember a mass of things, but no¬ 
thing distinctly; a quarrel, but nothing where¬ 
fore. O God! that men should put an enemy in 
their mouths to steal away their brains; that 
we should, with joy, pleasance, revel, and ap¬ 
plause, transform ourselves into beasts. 296 
iago. Why, but you are now well enough; 
how came you thus recovered? 

Cas. It hath pleased the devil drunkenness to 
give place to the devil wrath; one unperfectness 
shows me another, to make me frankly despise 
myself. 302 

Iago. Come, you are too severe a moraler. 
As the time, the place, and the condition of this 
country stands, I could heartily wish this had 
not befallen, but since it is as it is, mend it for 
your own good. 307 

Cas. I will ask him for my place again; he 
shall tell me I am a drunkard! Had I as many 
mouths as Hydra, such an answer would stop 
them all. To be now a sensible man, by and by 
a fool, and presently a beast! O strange! Every 
inordinate cup is unblessed and the ingredient is 
a devil. 314 

lagc. Come, come; good wine is a good 
familiar creature if it be well used; exclaim no 
more against it. And, good lieutenant, I think 
you inink I love you. 318 

Cas. I have well approved it, sir. I drunk! 
Iago. You or any man living may be drunk 
at some time, man. I’ll tell you what you shall 
do. Our general's wife is now the general: I 
may say so in this respect, for that he hath de¬ 
voted qnd given up himself to the contemplation, 
mark, and denotement of her parts and graces: 
confess yourself freely to her; importune her; 
she’ll help to put you in your place again. She 
is of so free, so kind, so apt, so blessed a disposi¬ 
tion, (hat she holds it a vice in her goodness not 
to do more than she is requested. This broken 
joint between you and her husband entreat her 
to splinter; and my fortunes against any lay 
worth naming, this crack of your love shau 
grow stronger than it was before. 334 

Cas. You advise me well. 

Iago. I protest, in the sincerity of love and 
honest kindness. 337 

Cas. I think it freely; and betimes in the 
morning I will beseech the virtuous Desdemona 
to undertake for me. I am desperate of my 
fortunes if they check me here. 341 

Iago. You are in the right. Good night, 
lieutenant; I must to the watch. 

Cas. Good night, honest Iago! [Exit. 

Iago. And what's he then that says I play 
the villain? 343 

When this advice is flee I rive and honest, 
Probal to thinking and indeed the course 
To win the Moor again ? For ’tis most easy 348 


The inclining Desdemona to subdue 
In any honest suit; she’s fram’d as fruitful 
As the free elements. And then for her 
To win the Moor, were’t to renounce his bap¬ 
tism, 3SJ 

All seals and symbols of redeemed sin. 

His soul is so enfetter’d to her love, 

That she may make, unmake, do what she list, 
Even as her appetite shall play the god 356 
With his weak function. How am I then a villain 
To counsel Cassio to this parallel course, 
Directly to his good? Divinity of Hell! 

W hen devils will the blackest sins put on, 3S0 
They do suggest at first with heavenly shows, 
As I do now; for while this honest fool 
Plies Desdemona to repair his fortunes, 

A nd she for him pleads strongly to the Moor, 364 
I’ll pour this pestilence into his ear 
That she repeals him for her body’s lust; 

And, by how much she strives to do him good. 
She shall undo her credit with the Moor. 368 
So will I turn her virtue into pitch, 

And out of her own goodness make the net 
That shall enmesh them all. 

Re-enter RODtRlGO. 

How now. Rodeiigo! 
Rod. I do follow here in the chase, not like a 
hound that hunts, but one that tills up the cry. 
My money is almost spent; I have been to-niglit 
exceedingly well cudgelled; and 1 think the issue 
will be, I shall have so much experience for my 
pains; and so, with no money at all and a little 
more wit, return again to Venice. 
latfo. How poor are they that have not pa¬ 
tience! 

What wound did ever heal but by degrees? 380 
Thou know’st we work by wit and not by witch¬ 
craft. 

And wit depends on dilatory time. 

Does’t not go well? Cassio hath beaten thee, 
And thou by that small hurt hast cashiered 
Cassio. v 3»4 

Though other things grow fair against the sun, 
Yet fruits that blossom first will first be ripe: 
Content thyself awhile. By the mass, 'tis morning; 
Pleasure and action make the hours seem short. 
Retire thee; go where thou art billeted: 389 
Away, I say; thou shalt know more hereafter: 
Nay, get thee gone. (Exit roderioo.J Two 
things are to be done, 

My wife must move for Cassio to her mistress; 
I’ll set her on; 393 

Myself the while to draw the Moor apart. 

And bring him jump when he may Cassio find 
Soliciting his wife: ay, that’s the way: 396 

Dull not device by coldness and delay. [Exit. 

ACT in 

Scene I.— Cyprus. Before the Castle. 
Enter cassio, and some Musicians. 

Cas. Masters, play here, I will content your 
pains; 

Something that's brief; and bid' Good morrow, 
general.' [Afaric. 
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Enter Clown. 

Clo. Why, masters, have your instruments 
beeninNaples, that they speaki’ the nose thus? 
First Mus. How, sir, how? S 

Clo. Are these, I pray you, wind-instruments? 
First Mus. Ay, marry, are they, sir. 

Clo. Ot thereby hangs a tail. S 

First Mus. Whereby hangs a tale, sir? 

Clo. Marry, sir, by many a wind-instrument 
that I know. But, masters, here’s money for 
you; and the general so likes your music, that 
he desires you, for love’s sake, to make no more 
noise with it. 14 

First Mus. Well, sir, we will not. 

Clo. If you have any music that may not be 
heard, to’t again; but, as they say, to hear 
music the general does not greatly care. 18 
First Mus. We have none such, sir. 

Clo. Then put up your pipes in your bag, for 
I’ll away. Go; vanish into air; away! 21 
[Exeunt Musicians. 

Cas. Dost thou hear, mine honest friend ? 
Clo. No, I hear not your honest friend; I 
hear you. 24 

Cas. Prithee, keep up thy quillets. There’s a 
poor piece of gold for thee. If the gentlewoman 
that attends the general’s wife be stirring, tell 
her there’s one Cassio entreats her a little 
favour of speech: wilt thou do this? 29 

Clo. She is stirring, sir: if she will stir hither, 

1 shall seem to notify unto her. 

Cas. Do, good my friend. [Exit Clown. 

Enter IA00. 

In happy time, Iago. 32 
Iago. You have not been a-bed, then? 

Cas. Why, no; the day had broke 
Before we parted. I have made bold, Iago, 

To send in to your wife; my suit to her 36 
Is, that she will to virtuous Desdemona 
Procure me some access. 

Iago. I’ll send her to you presently; 

And I’ll devise a mean to draw the Moor 
Out of the way, that your converse and business 
May be more free. 4 t 

Cas. I humbly thank you for’t. [ Exit iago. 

I never knew 

A Florentine more kind and honest. 

Enter EMILIA. 

Emil. Good morrow, good lieutenant: I am 
sorry . 44 

For your displeasure; but all will soon be well. 
The general and his wife are talking of it. 

And she speaks for you stoutly: the Moor replies 
That he you hurt is of great fame in Cyprus 48 
And great affinity, and that in wholesome wis¬ 
dom 

He might not but refuse you; but he protests he 
loves you, 

And needs no other suitor but his likings 
, To take the saf’st occasion by the front ja 
To bring you in again. 

, Cas. Yet, I beseech you. 

If you think fit, or that it may be done. 


Give me advantage of some brief discourse 
With Desdemona alone. 

Emil. Pray you, come in: js 

I will bestow you where you shall have time 
To speak your bosom freely. 

Cas. I am much bound to you. 

I Exeunt. 

Scene II.— A Room in the Castle. 

Enter otheiao, iago, and Gentlemen. 

Oth. These letters give, Iago, to the pilot, 
And by him do my duties to the senate; 

That clone, I will be walking on the works; 
Repair there to me. 

Iago. Well, my good lord, I'll do’t. 4 
Oth. This fortification, gentlemen, shall we 
see’t? 

Gent. We’ll wait upon your lordship. 

t Exeunt. 

Scene in. —Before the Castle. 

Enter DESDEMONA, CASSIO, and EMILIA. 

Des. Be thou assur’d, good Cassio, I will do 
All my abilities in thy behalf. 

Emil. Good madam, do: I warrant it grieves 
my husband. 

As if the case were his. 4 

Des. O! that’s an honest fellow. Do not 
doubt, Cassio, 

But I will have my lord and you again 
As friendly as you were. 

Cas. Bounteous madam, 

Whatever shall become of Michael Cassio, 8 
He’s never anything but your true servant. 
Des. I know’t; I thank you. You do love 
my lord; 

You have known him long; and be you well 
assur’d 

He shall in strangeness stand no further off 12 
Than in a politic distance. 

Car. Ay, but, lady. 

That policy may either last so long, 

Or feed upon such nice and waterish diet, 

Or breed itself so out of circumstance, 10 
That, I being absent and my place supplied. 
My general will forget my love and service. 

Des. Do not doubt that; before Emilia here 
I give thee warrant of thy place. Assure thee, 20 
If I do vow a friendship, I’ll perform it 
To the last article; my lord shall never rest; 
I’ll watchhim tame, andtalkhimout ofpatience; 
His bedshall seema school, his board a shrift; 24 
I’ll intermingle every thing he does 
With Cassio’s suit. Therefore be merry, Cassio; 
For thy solicitor shall rather die 
Than give thy cause away. 2* 

Enter othello, and iago at a distance. 
Emil. Madam, here comes my lord. 

Cas. Madam, I’ll take my leave. 

Des. Why, stay, and hear me speak. 

Cas. Madam, not now; I am very ill at ease, 
Unfit for mine own purposes. 33 

Des. Well, do your discretion. [Exit cassio. 
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logo. Hit! I like not that. 

Oth. What dost thou say? 

logo. Nothing, my lord: or if—I know not 
what. 3 « 

Oth. Was not that Cassio parted from my 
wife? 

logo. Casslo, my lord? No, sore, I cannot 
think it 

That he would steal away so guilty-like. 
Seeing you coming. 

Oth. I do believe 'twas be. 40 

Da. How now. my lord I 
I have been talking with a suitor here, 

A man that languishes in your displeasure. 
Oth. Who is T t you mean? 44 

Da. Why, your lieutenant, Casslo. Good 
my lord. 

If I have any grace or power to move you. 
His present reconciliation take; 

For if he be not one that truly loves you, 48 
That errs in ignorance and not in cunning, 

I have no judgment in an honest face. 

I prithee call him back. 

Oth. Went he hence now? 

Des. Ay, sooth; so humbled, 52 

That he hath left part of his grief with me, 

To suffer with him. Good love, call him back. 

, Oth. Notnow.sweet Desdemona; some other 
time. 

Da. But shall't be shortly? 

Oth. The sooner, sweet, for you. 56 

Des. Shall’t be to-night at supper? 

Oth. No, not to-night. 

Des. To-morrow dinner then? 

Oth. I shall not dine at home; 

I meet the captains at the citadel. 

Des. Why then, to-morrow night; or Tues¬ 
day mom; so 

On Tuesday noon, or night; on Wednesday 

mom: 

I prithee name the time, but let it not 
Exceed three days: in faith, he’s penitent; 
And yet his trespass, in our common reason,— 
Save that they say, the wars must make ex¬ 
amples 6 s 

Out of their best,—is not almost a fault 
To incur a private check. When shall he come? 
Tell me, Othello: I wonder in my soul, 68 

What you could ask me that I should deny, 
Or stand so mmnmering on. What I Michael 
Casslo, 

That came a wooing with yon, and so many a time, 
When I have spoke of you dispraisingly, rt 
Hath ta’en your part; to have to much to do 
To bring him in I Trust me, I could do much.— 
Oth, Prithee, no more; let him come when 
he will; 

I will deny tbee nothing. 

Des. Why, this is not a boon; ?6 

Tis as I Should entreat you wear your gloves. 
Or feed on nourishing dishea, or keep you warm, 
Or sue to you to do a peculiar profit 
To your own person; nay, when I have a suit 80 
Wherein I mean to touch your love indeed. 

It be t ill of poise and difficult weight. 
And fearful to be granted. 


Oth. I will deny thee nothing: 

Whereon, I do beseech thee, grant me this, 84 
To leave me but a little to myself. 

Des. Shalll deny you? no: farewell, my lord. 
Oth. Farewell, my Desdemona: I’ll come to 
thee straight. 

Des. Emilia, come. Be as your fancies teach 
you; 88 

Whate’er you be, I am obedient. 

l£xit, with EMILIA. 

Oth. Excellent wretch! Perdition catch my 
soul 

But I do love thee! and when I love thee not. 
Chaos is come again. 91 

logo. My noble lord,— 

Oth. What dost thou say, Iago? 

logo. Did Michael Caaaio, when you woo’d 
my lady. 

Know of your love? 

Oth. He did, from first to last; why dost thou 
ask? 96 

logo. But for a satisfaction of my thought; 
No further harm. 

Oth. Why of thy thought, Iago ? 

Iago. I did not think be had been acquainted 
with her. 

Oth. O! yes: and went between us very oft. 
Iago. Indeed! ici 

Oth. Indeed! ay, indeed; discern’st thou 
aught in that? 

Is he not honest? 

Iago. Honest, my lord? 

Oth. Honest! ay, honest. 

Iago. My lord, for aught I know. 104 

Oth. What dost thou think? 

Iago. Think, ray lord! 

Oth. Think, my lord! 

By heaven, he echoes me. 

As if there were some monster in his thought 
Too hideous to be shown. Thou dost mean 
something: 108 

I heard thee say but now, thou lik'dst not that. 
When Cassio left my wife; what didst not like? 
And when 1 told thee he was of my counsel 
In my whole course of wooing, thou criedst, 
‘Indeed!’ tis 

And didst contract and purse thy brow together, 
As if thou then hadst shut up in thy brain 
Some horrible conceit If thou dost love me, 
Show me thy thought. "6 

Iago. My lord, you know I love you. 

Oth. I think thou dost; 

And, for I know thou art ftiB oflove and honesty, 
And weigh’st thy words before thou giv*st them 
bream, 

Therefore these stops of thine fright me the 
more; 

For such things in a false disloyal knave 
Are tricks of custom, but in a man that’s just 
They are close delations, working from the 
heart 

That passion cannot rale. 

Iago. For Michael Cassio, W 

I dare be sworn I think that he b honest. 

Oth. I think so too. 

logo. Men should be what they seem; 
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Or those that be not, would they might seem 
none I 

Oth. Certain, men should be what they seem. 
logo. Why then, I think Cassio’s an honest 
man. 129 

Oth. Nay, yet there’s more in this. 

I pray thee, speak to me sis to thy thinkings, _,____ ^ 

As thou dost ru m i n ate, and give thy worst of Is once to be resolved. Exchange me for a goat 
thoughts 13a When I shall turn the business of my soul i8x 
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To him that ever fears he shall be poor. 

Good heaven, the souls of all my tribe defend 
From jealousy! 

_ Oth. Why, why is this? I7« 

Think st thou I’d make a life of jealousy. 

To follow still the changes of the moon 
Withfreshsuspicions? No: to be once in doubt 


The worst of words. 

logo. Good my lord, pardon me; 

Though I am bound to every act of duty, 

I am not bound to that all slaves are free to. 
Utter my thoughts ? Why, say they are vile and 
false; 136 

As where’s that palace wheteinto foul things 
Sometimes intrude not? who has a breast so 
pure 

But some uncleanly apprehensions 

Keep leets and law days, and in session sit 140 

With meditations lawful? 

Oth. Thou dost conspire against thy friend, 
Iago. 

If thou but think’st him wrong’d, and mak’st 
his ear 

A stranger to thy thoughts. 

logo. I do beseech you, 144 

Though I perchance am vicious in my guess,— 
As, I confess, it is my nature’s plague 
To spy into abuses, and oft my jealousy 
Shapes faults that are not,—that your wisdom 
yet, 148 

From one that so imperfectly conceits, 

Would take no notice, nor build yourself a 
trouble 

Out of his scattering and unsure observance. 
It were not for your quiet nor your good, r52 
Nor for my manhood, honesty, or wisdom, 
To let you know my thoughts. 

Oth. What dost thou mean? 

logo. Good name in man and woman, dear 
my lord. 

Is the immediate jewel of their souls: 15* 

Who steals my purse steals trash; 'tis some¬ 
thing, nothing; 

Twas mine, ’tis his, and has been slave to thou¬ 
sands; 

But he that filches from me my good name 
Robs me of that which not enriches him, 160 
And makes me poor indeed. 

Oth. By heaven. I’ll know thy thoughts. 
Iago. You cannot, if my heart were in your 
hand: 

Nor shall not, whilst 'tis in my custody. 164 
Oth. Hat 

Iago. O! beware, my lord, of jealousy: 
It is the green-ey’d monster which doth mock 
The meat it feeds on; that cuckold lives in bliss 
Who, certain of his fate, loves not his wronger; 
But, Ol what damned minutes tells he o’er 169 
Who dotes, yet doubts; suspects, yet soundly 
loves! 

Oth. O misery! 

Iago. Poor and content la rich, and rich 
enough, «7» 

But riches fineltes is as poor aa winter 


-of my 1_ 

To such exsuffiicate and blown surmises. 
Matching thy inference. Tis not to make me 
jealous 

To say my wife is fair, feeds well, loves com¬ 
pany, 184 

Is free of speech, sings, plays, and dances well; 
Where virtue is, these are more virtuous: 

Nor from mine own weak merits will I draw 
The smallest fear, or doubt of her revolt; 18S 
For she had eyes, and chose me. No, Iago; 
I’ll see before I doubt; when I doubt, prove; 
And, on the proof, there is no more but this, 
Away at once with love or jealousy! 192 

Iago. I am glad of it; for now I shall have 
reason 

To show the love and duty that I bear you 
With franker spirit; therefore, as I am bound. 
Receive it from me; I speak not yet of proof. >96 
Look to your wife; observe her well withCassio; 
Wear your eye thus, not jealous nor secure: 

I would not nave your free and noble nature 
Out of self-bounty be abus’d; look to’t: 200 

1 know our country disposition well; 

In Venice they do let heaven see the pranks 
They dare not show their husbands; their best 
conscience 

Is not to leave't undone, but keep’t unknown. 
Oth. Dost thou say so? 205 

Iago. She did deceive her father, marrying 
you; 

And when she seem’d to shake and fear your 
looks. 

She lov’d them most. 

Oth. And so she did. 

Iago. Why, go to, then; 208 

She that so young could give out such a seeming, 
To seel her father’s eyes up close as oak. 

He thought ’twas witchcraft; but I am much to 
blame; 

I humbly do beseech you of your pardon 212 
For too much loving you. 

Oth. I am bound to thee for ever. 

Iago. I see, this hath a little dash’d your 
spirits. 

Oth. Not a jot, not a jot. 

Iago. V faith, I fear it has. 

I hope you will consider what is spoke 216 
Comes from my love. But, I do see you’re 
mov’d; 

I am to pray you not to strain my speech 
To grosser issues nor to larger reach 
Than to suspicion. 220 

Oth. I will not 

Iago. Should you do so, my lord. 

My speech should fall into such vile success 
As m^thoughta aim not at. Cassio’s my worthy 
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My lord, I see you’re mov’d. 

Oth. No, not much mov’d: 214 

I do not think but Desdemona’s honest. 

I ago. Long live she so! and long live you to 
think sol 

Oth. And, yet, how nature erring from it¬ 
self,— 

logo. Ay, there’s the point: as, to be bold 
with you, 228 

Not to affect many proposed matches 
Of her own clime, complexion, and degree, 
Whereto, we see, in all things nature tends; 
Foh! one may smell in such, a will most rank. 
Foul disproportion, thoughts unnatural. 233 
But pardon me; I do not in position 
Distinctly speak of her, though I may fear 
Her will, recoiling to her better judgment, 236 
May fail to match you with her country forms 
And happily repent. 

Oth. Farewell, farewell: 

If more thou dost perceive, let me know more; 
Set on thy wife to observe. Leave me, Iago. 240 
logo. My lord, I take my leave. j Going. 

Oth. Whydidlmarry? This honest creature, 
doubtless, 

Sees and knows more, much more, than he un¬ 
folds. 

Iago. [ Returning .} My lord, I would I might 
entreat your honour 244 

To scan this thing no further; leave it to time. 
Although ’tis fit that Cassio have his place. 
For, sure he fills it up with great ability. 

Yet, if you please to hold him off awhile, 248 
You shall by that perceive him and his means: 
Note if your lady strain his entertainment 
With any strong or vehement importunity; 
Much will be seen in that. In the mean time, 232 
Let me be thought too busy in my fears. 

As worthy cause I have to fear I am, 

And hold her free, 1 do beseech your honour. 
Oth. Fear not my government. 256 

Iago. I once more take my leave. [Exit. 

Oth. This fellow’s of exceeding honesty. 
And knows all qualities, with a learned spirit. 
Of human dealings; if I do prove her haggard. 
Though that her jesses were my dear heart¬ 
strings, 261 

I’d whistle her off and let her down the wind. 
To prey at fortune. Haply, for I am black. 
And have not those soft parts of conversation 
That chamberens have, or, for I am declin’d 26s 
Into the vale of years—yet that's not much— 
She’s gone, I am abus’d; and my relief 
Must be to loathe her. O curse of marriage! 268 
That we can call these delicate creatures ours, 
And not their appetites. I had rather be a toad, 
And live upon the vapour of a dungeon. 

Than keep a comer in the thing I love 272 
For others’ uses. Yet, ’tis the plague of great 
ones; 

Prerogauv’d are they less than the base; 

Tis destiny unshunnable, like death: 

Even then this forked plague is fated to us 276 
When we do quicken. 

Look! where she comes. 
If she be false, Ol then heaven mocks itself. 
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I’ll not believe it 

Re-enter DESDEMONA and EMILIA. 

Des. How now, my dear Othello i 

Your dinner and the generous islanders 280 
By you invited, do attend your presence. 

Oth. I am to blame. 

Dee. Why do you speak so faintly? 

Are you not well? 

Oth. Ihaveapainuponmyforeheadhere. 284 
Des. Faith, that's with watching; ’twill away 
again: 

Let me but bind it hard, within this hour 
It will be well. 

Oth. Your napkin is too little: 

[She drops her handkerchief. 
Let it alone. Come, I’ll go in with you. 288 
Des. I am very sorry that you are not well. 

[Exeunt OTHELLO and DESDEMONA. 
Emil. I am glad I have found this napkin; 
This was her first remembrance from the Moor; 
My wayward husband hath a hundred times 292 
Woo’d roe to steal it, but she so loves the token, 
For he conjur’d her she should ever keep it, 
That she reserves it evermore about her 
To kiss and talk to. I’ll have the work ta’en out, 
And give’t Iago: 297 

What he will do with it heaven knows, not I; 
I nothing but to please his fantasy. 

Enter IAGO. 

Iago. How now! what do you here alone ? 300 
Emil. Do not you chide; I have a thing for 
you. 

Iago. A thing for me ? It is a common thing— 
Emil. Ha! 

Iago. To have a foolish wife. 3°4 

Emil. O! is that all? What will you give me 
now 

For that same handkerchief? 

Iago. What handkerchief? 

Emil. What handkerchief! 

Why, that the Moor first gave to Desdemona: 
That which so often you did bid me steal. 309 
Iago. Hast stol’n it from her? 

Emil. No, faith; she let it drop by negligence, 
And, to the advantage, I, being there, took't up. 
Look, here it is. 

Iago. A good wench; give it me. 3'3 

Emil. What will you do with’t, that you have 
been so earnest 
To have me filch it ? 

Iago. Why, what’s that to you? [Snatches it. 
Emil. If it be not for some purpose of im¬ 
port 317 

Give’t me again; poor lady! she’ll run mad 
When she shall lack it. 

Iago. Be not acknown on’t; I have use for 
it. 32° 

Go, leave me. [ Exit emilia. 

I will in Cassio’s lodging lose this napkin, 
And let him find it; trifles light as air 
Are to the jealous confirmations strong . 324 
As proofs of holy writ; this may do something. 
The Moor already changes with my poison: 
Dangerous conceits are in their natures poisons, 
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Which at the first are scarce found to distaste. 
But with a little act upon the blood. 329 
Bum like the mines of sulphur. I did say so: 
Look! where he comes 1 

Enter OTHtELLO. 

Not poppy, nor mandragora. 
Nor all the drowsy syrups of the world, 333 
Shall ever medicine thee to that sweet sleep 
Which thou ow’dst yesterday. 

Oth. Ha! ha! false to me? 

Iago. Why, how now, general! no more of 
that. 

Oth. Avaunt! be gone! thou hast set me on 

the rack; 336 

I swear ’tis better to be much abus’d 
Than but to know’t a little. 

Iago. How now, my lord! 

Oth. What sense had I of her stol’n hours of 
lust? 339 

I saw’t not, thought it not, it harm’d not me; 
I slept the next night well, was free and merry; 
1 found not Cassio’s kisses on hetlips; 

He that is robb’d, not wanting what is stol’n, 
Let him not know’t and be's not robb’d at all. 
Iago. I am sorry to hear this. 345 

Oth. I had been happy, if the general camp, 
Pioners and all, had tasted her sweet body. 

So I had nothing known. OI now, for ever 348 
Farewell the tranquil mind; farewell content! 
Farewell the plumed troop and the big wan 
That make ambition virtue! O, farewell 1 
Farewell the neighing steed, and the shrill 
trump, 353 

The spirit-stirring drum, the ear-piercing fife. 
The royal banner, and all quality, 

Pride, pomp, and circumstance of glorious war! 
And, O you mortal engines, whose rude throats 
The immortal Jove’s dread clamours counter- 
feit, 357 

Farewell! Othello’s occupation’s gone! 

Iago. Is it possible, my lord? 

Oth. Villain, be sure thou prove my love a 
whore, 360 

Be sure of it; give me the ocular proof; 

Or, by the worth of mine eternal soul. 

Thou hadst been better have been born a dog 
Than answer my wak’d wrath. 

Iago. Is’t come to this? 

Oth. Make me to see’t; or, at the least, so 
prove it, 365 

That the probation bear no hinge nor loop 
To hang a doubt on; or woe upon thy life! 
Iago. My noble lord,— 3 <S> 

Oth. If thou dost slander her and torture me, 
Never pray more; abandon all remorse; 

On horror’s head horrors accumulate; 

Do deeds to make heaven weep, sal earth 
amaz’d; 37s 

For nothing canst thou to damnation add 
Greater than that. 

Iago. O grace! O heaven forgive met 
, Are you a man! have you a soul or sense? 
God be wi’ you; take mine office. O wretched 
fool! 37 « 

That liv’st to make thine honesty a vice. 


O monstrous world! Take note, take note, O 
world 1 

To be direct and honest is not safe. 

I thank you for this profit, and, from hence 380 
I'll love no friend, sith love breeds such offence. 
Oth. Nay, stay; thou shouldst be honest. 
Iago. I should be wise; for honesty 's a ford. 
And loses that it works for. 

Oth. By the world, 384 

I think my wife be honest and think she is not; 

I think that thou art just and think thou art 
not. 

I’ll have some proof. Her name, that was as 
fresh 

As Dian’s visage, is now begrim'd and black 388 
As mine own face. If there be cords or knives, 
Poison or fire or suffocating streams. 

I’ll not endure it. Would I were satisfied! 

Iago. I see, sir, you are eaten up with pas¬ 
sion. 393 

I do repent me that I put it to you. 

You would be satisfied? 

Oth. Would! nay, I will. 

Iago. And may; but how? how satisfied, my 
lord? 

Would you, the supervisor, grossly gape on; 3s< 
Behold her tupp’d? 

Oth. Death and damnation! O! 

Iago. It were a tedious difficulty, I think. 

To bring them to that prospect; damn them 
then, 

If ever mortal eyes do see them bolster 400 
More than their own! What then? how then? 
What shall I say? Where’s satisfaction? 

It is impossible you should see this. 

Were they as prime as goats, as hot as monkeys. 
As salt as wolves in pride, and fools as gross 405 
As ignorance made drunk; but yet, I say, 

If imputation, and strong circumstances, 
Which lead directly to the door of truth, 408 
Will give you satisfaction, you may have it. 
Oth. Give me a living reason she's disloyal. 
Iago. I do not like the office; 

But, sith I am enter’d in this cause so far, 4 ta 
Prick'd to’t by foolish honesty and love, 

I will go on. I lay with Cassio lately; 

And, being troubled with a raging tooth, 

I could not sleep. 41* 

There are a kind of men so loose of soul 
That in their sleeps will mutter their affairs; 
One of this kind is Cassio. 

In sleep I heard him say, ‘ Sweet Desdemona, 430 
Let us be wary, let us hide our loves! ’ 

And then, sir, would he gripe and wring my 
hand. 

Cry, ’ O, sweet creature!’ and then kiss me hard. 
As it he pluck’d up kisses by the roots, 424 
That grew upon my Ups; then laid his leg 
Over my thigh, and sigh’d, and kiss’d; and then 
Cried, ‘ Cursed fate, that gave thee to the Moor 1 ’ 
Oth. O monstrous! monstrous! 

Iago. Nay, this was but his dream. 

Oth. But this denoted a foregone concl us ion: 
Tis a shrewd doubt, though it be but a dream. 
logo. And this may help to thicken other 
proofs 
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That do demonstrate thinly. 

Oth. I’ll tear ber all to pieces. 43a 

logo. Nay, but be wise; yet we see nothing 
done; 

She may be honest yet. Tell me but this; 
Have you not sometimes seen a handkerchief 
Spotted with strawberries in your wife’s hand? 
Oth. I gave hex such a one; 'twas my first 
gift. 437 

logo. I know not that; but such a handker¬ 
chief— 

I am sure it was your wife’s—did I to-day 
See Cassio wipe his beard with. 

Oth. If it be that,— 440 

logo. If it be that, or any that was hers, 

It speaks against her with the other proofs. 
Oth. Ol that the slave had forty thousand 
lives; 

One is too poor, too weak for my revenge. 444 
Now do I see ’tis true. Look here, Iago; 

All my fond love thus do I blow to heaven; 
*Tis gone. 447 

Arise, black vengeance, from the hollow hell! 
Yield up, O love! thy crown and hearted throne 
To tyrannous hate. Swell, bosom, with thy 
fraught. 

For ’tis of aspics’ tongues! 

logo. _ Yet be content 

Oth. O! blood,blood,blood! 432 

logo. Patience, I say; your mind, perhaps, 
may change. 

Oth. Never, Iago. Like to the Pontick sea. 
Whose icy current and compulsive course 
Ne’er feds retiring ebb, but keeps due on 456 
To the Propontic and the Hellespont, 

Even so my bloody thoughts, with violent pace, 
Shall ne’er look back, ne er ebb to humble love. 
Till that a capable and wide revenge 460 
Swallow them up. [Kneels. 

Now, by yond marble heaven, 
In the due reverence of a sacred vow 
I here engage my words. 

Iago. Do not rise yet. [Kneels. 

Witness, yon ever-burning lights above! 464 
Yon dements that clip us round about! 
Witness, that here Iago doth give up 
The execution of his wit, hands, heart. 

To wrong’d Othello’s service! Let hha com¬ 
mand, 4 6 S 

And to obey shall be In me remorse. 

What bloody business ever. 

. 0 *** , , I greet thy love, 

Not with vain thanks, but with acceptance 
bounteous. 

And will upon the instant put thee to’t: 47s 
maun these three days let me hear thee say 
That Cassio’s not alive. 

Iago. My friend is dead; ’tis done at your 
request; 

But let her live. 

Oth. Damn her, lewd minx! O, damn her! 
Come, go with me apart; I win withdraw 477 
To Anush me with some swift means of death 
For the fhir devil. Now art thon my lieutenant. 
Iago. I am your own for ever. [Exeunt. 


Scats IV. — Before the Castle. 

Enter desdemona, emilia, and Clown. 
Des. Do yon know, sirrah, where Lieutenant 
Cassio lies? 

Clo. I dare not say he lies any where. 

Des. Why, man? 4 

Clo. He is a soldier; and for one to say a 
soldier lies, is stabbing. 

Des. Go to; where lodges he? 

Clo. To tell you where he lodges is to tell you 
where I lie. » 

. Des. Can anything be made of this? 

Clo. I know not where be lodges, and forme 
to devise a lodging, and say belies here or he 
lies there, were to lie in mine own throat. 13 
Des. Can yon inquire him out, and be edified 
by report? 

Clo. I will catechize the world for him; that 
is, make questions, and by them answer. 17 

Des. Seek him, bid him come hither; tell 

him I have moved my lord in his behalf, and 
hope all will be well. 20 

Clo. To do this is within the compass of 
man’s wit, and therefore I will attempt the 
doing it. [Exit. 

Des. Where should I lose that handkerchief; 
Emilia? 24 

Emil. I know not, madam. 

Des. Believe me, I had rather have lost my 
purse 

Full of cruzadoes; and, but my noble Moor 
Is true of mind, and made of no such baseness a 8 
As jealous creatures are, it were enough 
To but him to ill thinking. 

Emil. Is he not Jealous? 

Des. Who! he? I think the sun where he was 
bom 

Drew all such humours from him. 

Emil. Look! where he comes. 

Des. I will not leave him now till Cassio 33 
Be call’d to him. 

Enter OTHELLO. 

How is’t with you, my lord? 
Oth. Well, ray good lady. [Aside. J O! hard¬ 
ness to dissemble. 

How do you, Desdemona? 

Des. Well, my good lord. 

Oth. Give me your hand. This hand is moist, 
my lady. 37 

Des. It yet has felt no age nor known no 
sorrow. 

Oth. This argues fruitfulness and liberal 
heart; 

Hot, hot, and moist; this hand of yours re¬ 
quires 4 ° 

A sequester from liberty, fasting and prayer, 
Much castigation, exercise devout; 

For here’s a young and sweating devil here, 
That commonly rebels. ’Tis a good hand, 44 
A frank one. 

Des. You may. Indeed, say to; 

For ’twas that hand that gave away my heart. 
Oth. A liberal hand; the hearts of old gave 

nan<fl A # 



OTHELLO 


SCENE IV] 


963 


But our new heraldry is hands not hearts. 48 
Des. I cannot speak of this. Come now, your 
promise. 

Oth. What promise, chuck? 

Des. I have sent to bid Cassio cone speak 
with you. 

Oth. I have a salt and sorry rheum offends 
me. 52 

Lend me thy handkerchief. 

Des. Here, my lord. 

Oth. That which I gave you. 

Des. I have it not about me. 

Oth. Not? 

Des. No, indeed, my lord. 

Oth. That is a fault. 

That handkerchief 56 

Did an Egyptian to my mother give; 

She was a charmer, and could almost read 
The thoughts of people; she told her, while she 
kept it, 

’Twould make her amiable and subdue my 
father 60 

Entirely to her love, but if she lost it 
Or made a gift of it, my father’s eye 
Should hold her loathed, and his spirits should 
hunt 

After new fancies. She dying gave it me; 64 
And bid me, when my fate would have me wive, 
To give it her. I did so: and take heed on’t; 
Make it a darling like your precious eye; 

To lose’t or give’t away, were such perdition 68 
As nothing else could match. 

Des. Is’t possible? 

Oth. Tis true; there’s magic in the web of 

A sibyl, that had number’d In the world 
Che sun to couise two hundred compasses, 72 
In her prophetic fury sew’d the work; 

The worms were hallow'd that did breed the 
siik, 

And it was dy’d in mummy which the skiiful 
Conserv’d of maidens’ hearts. 

Des. Indeed! is t true? 76 


Oth. The handkerchief! . 

Des. A man that all his tune 

Hath founded his good fortunes on your love. 
Shar’d dangers with you,— 

Oth. The handkerchief 1 
Des. In sooth you are to blame. 96 

Oth. Away I [£«'*• 

Emil. Is not this man jealous? 

Des. I ne’er saw this before. 

Sure, there’s some wonder in this handker¬ 
chief; . too 

I am most unhappy in the loss of it. 

Emil. ’Tis not a year or two shows us a man; 
They are all but stomachs, and we all but food; 
They eat us hungerly, and when they are full 
They belch us. Look you! Cassio and my hus¬ 
band. I0 S 

Enter iago and cassio. 

[ago. There is no other way; ’tis she most 
do’t: 

And, io! the happiness: go and importune her. 
Des. How now, good Cassio! what's the news 
with >ou? . I0 * 

Cas. Madam, my former suit: I do beseech 
you 

That by your virtuous means I may again 
Exist, and he a member of his love 
Whom I with all the office of my heart na 
Entirely honour; I would not be delay d. 
if my offence be of such mortal kind 
That nor my service past, nor present sorrows. 
Nor purpos’d merit in futurity, u6 

Can ransom me into his love again, 

But to know so must be my benefit; 

So shall I clothe me in a forc’d content. 

And shut myself up in some other course 120 
To fortune’s alms. 

Des. Alas! thnce-gentle Cassio 1 

My advocation is not now in tune: 

My lord is not my lord; nor should 1 know him. 
Were he in favour as in humour alter’d. 124 
So help me every spirit sanctified. 


Des Indeed! is t true t 7 t> so neip me evnj mih-uu™, 

Oth. Most veritable; therefore look to’t well. As I have spoken for you ail my best 


Des. Then would 10 heaven that I had never 
seen it! 

Oth. Ha! wherefore? . 

Des. Why do you speak so starUngly and 
rash? 80 

Oth. Is’t lost? Is’t gone? speak, is it out o’ 
the way? 

Des. Heaven bless us! 

Oth. Say you? 

Des. It is not loet: but what an if it were? 
Oth. Howl *6 

Des. I say, it is not lost. 

Oth. Fetch’t, let me see’t. 

Des. Why, so I can, sir. but I will not now. 
This is a trick to put me from my suit: 

Fray you let Cassio be receiv’d again. 88 

Oth. Fetch me the handkerchief; my mind 

misgives. 

.Des. Come, come; 

You’ll never meet a more sufficient man. 

Oth. The handkerchief! 


And stood within the blank of his displeasure 
For my free speech. You must awhile be 
patient; 128 

What I can do I will, and more I will 
Than for myself I dare: let that suffice you. 
logo. Is my lord angry? 

Emil. He went hence but now, 

And, certainly in strange unquietness. 132 

Iago. Can he be angry? I have seen the 
cannon, . . , 

When it hath blown his ranks into the air. 
And, like the devil, from his very arm 135 
Puff’d his own brother; and can he be angry? 
Something of moment then; I will go meet him; 
There's matter in’t indeed, if he be angry. 
Des. I prithee, do so. [Exit iago.] Some¬ 
thing, sure, of state, . 

Either from Venice, or some unhatcb d pract •- 
Made demonstrable here in Cyprus to him, 141 
Hath puddled his clear spirit; and, in such 
cases 


Des. 


I pray, talk me of Cassio. 9 * Men’s natures wrangle with inferior things. 
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Though great ones are their object. Tisevenso; 
For let our finger ache, and it indues 145 
Our other healthful members ev’n to that sense 
Of pain. Nay, we must think men are not gods. 
Nor of them look for such observaucy 148 
As fits the bridal. Beshrew me much, Emilia, 
I was—unhandsome warrior as I am— 
Arraigning his unkindness with my soul; 

But now I find I had suborn'd the witness, 152 
And he’s indicted falsely. 

Emil. Pray heaven it be state-matters, as you 
think. 

And no conception, nor no jealous toy 
Concerning you. 156 

Dei. Alas the day! I never gave him cause. 
Emil. But jealous souls will not be answer’d 
so; 

They are not ever jealous for the cause. 

But jealous for they are jealous: ’tis a monster 
Begot upon itself, born on itself. 161 

Des. Heaven keep that monster from 
Othello’s mind! 

Emil. Lady, amen. 

Des. I will go seek him. Cassio, walk here¬ 
about; 164 

If I do find him fit. I’ll move your suit 
And seek to effect It to my uttermost. 

Cas. I humbly thank your ladyship. 

[Exeunt desdemona and EMILIA. 

Enter bianca. 

Bian. Save you, friend Cassio! 

Car. What make you from home? 

How is it with you, my most fair Bianca? 169 
1 ’ faith, sweet love, I was coming to your house. 
Bian. And 1 was going to your lodging, 
Cassio. 

What! keep a week away? seven days and 
nights? 172 

Eight score eight hours? and lovers’ absent 
hours. 

More tedious than the dial eight score times? 
O weary reckoning! 

Cos. Pardon me, Bianca, 

I have this while with leaden thoughts been 
press’d, 176 

But I shall, in a more condnuate time, 

Strike off this score of absence. Sweet Bianca. 

[Giving her desdemona’s handkerchief . 
Take me this work out 
Bian. O Cassic! whence came this? 

This is some token from a newer friend; 180 
To the felt absence now I feel a cause; 

Is’t come to this? Well, well. 

Cas. Go to, woman! 

Throw your vile guesses in the devil's teeth. 
From whence you have them. You are jealous 
now X84 

That this is from some mistress, some remem¬ 
brance: 

No. In good troth, Bianca. 

Bian. Why, whose is it? 

Cat. I know not, sweet; I found it in my 
chamber. 

I like the work well; ere it be demanded,— 188 
As iiks enough It will,—I'd have it copied; 


Take it and do’t; and leave me for this time. 
Bian. Leave you! wherefore? 

Cas. I do attend here on thj general, 192 
And think it no addition nor my wish 
To have him see me woman’d. 

Bian. Why, I pray you? 

Cas. Not that I love you not. 

Bian. But that you do not love me. 

I pray you, bring me on die way a little i»s 
And say if I shaO see you soon at night. 

Cas. 'Tis but a little way that I can bring 
you. 

For I attend here; but I’ll see you soon. 

Bian. ’Tis very good; I must be drcum- 
stanc’d. [Exeunt. 


ACT IV 

Scene I.— Cyprus. Before the Castle. 
Enter othello and iago. 
logo. Will you think so? 

Oth. Think so, Iago! 

logo. What! 

To kiss in private? 

Oth. An unauthoriz’d kiss. 

Iago. Or to he naked with her friend a-bed 
An hour or more, not meaning any harm? 4 
Oth. Naked a-bed, Iago, and not mean harm } 
It is hypocrisy against the devil: 

They that mean virtuously, and yet do so. 
The devil their virtue tempts, and they tempt 
heaven. 8 

Iago. If they do nothing, ’tis a venial slip; 
But if I give my wife a handkerchief,— 

Oth. Wlrnt then? 

Iago. Why, then, ’tis hers, my lord; and, 
being hers, 12 

She may, J think, bestow*t on any man. 

Oth. She is protectress of her honour too; 
May she give that ? 

Iago. Her honour is an essence that’s not 
seen; 16 

They have it very oft that have it not: 

But for the handkerchief,— 

Oth. By heaven, I would most gladly have 
forgot it:— 

Thousaid’st,—O! it comes o’er my memory,20 
As doth the raven o'er the infected house. 
Boding to all,—he had my handkerchief. 

Iago. Ay, what of that? 

Oth. That’s not so good now. 

Iago. What, 

Ifl had said I had seen him do you wrong? 24 
Or heard him say, as knaves be such abroad, 
Who having, by their own importunate suit. 
Or voluntary dotage of some mistress, 
Convinced or supplfed them, cannot choose 28 
But they must blab. 

Oth. Hath he Mid any thing? 

Iago. He hath, my lord; but be you weu 
assur'd. 

No more than he’ll tmawear. 

Oth. What hath he Mid? 

Iago. Faith, that he did—I know not what 
he did. 3 » 

Oth. What? what? 



SCENE I] 

logo. Lie — 

Oth. With her? 
logo. With her, on her: what you will. 
Oth. Lie with her! lie on her I We say, lie on 
her, when they belie her. Lie with her! that's 
fulsome. Handkerchief,—confessions,—hand¬ 
kerchief! To confess, and be hanged for his 
labour. First, to be hanged, and then to confess: 

I tremble at it. Nature would not invest herself 
insuchshadowing passion withoutsome instruc¬ 
tion. It is not words that shake me thus. Pish! 
Noses, ears, and iips. Is it possible?—Confess! 
—Handkerchief!—O devil! [Falls in a trance. 

lago. Work on, 45 

My medicine, work! Thus credulous fools are 
caught; 

And many worthy and chaste dames even thus. 
Ail guiltless, meet reproach. What, ho! my 
lord! 48 

My lord, I say! Othello! 

Enter CASSIO. 

How now, Cassio! 

Cat. What’s the matter? 
lago. My lord is fallen into an epilepsy; 
This is his second fit; he had one yesterday. 5s 
Cas. Rub him about the temples. 
lagv. No, forbear; 

The lethargy must have his quiet course, 
if not he foams at mouth, and by and by 
Breaks out to savage madness. Look! he stirs; 
Do you withdraw yourself a little while, J7 
He will recover straight; when he is gone, 
i would on great occasion speak with you. 

[Exit CASSIO. 

How is it, general? have you not hurt your 
head? 60 

Oth. Dost thou mock me? 
lago. I mock you! no, by heaven. 

Would > ou would bear your fortune like a man! 
Oth. A horned man's a monstei and a beast. 
lago. There’s many a beast then, in a popu¬ 
lous city, 64 

And many a civil monster. 

Oth. Did he confess it? 
lago. Good sir, be a man 

Think every bearded fellow that’s but yok’d 
May draw with you; there’s miliions now 
alive ** 

That nightly lie in these unproper beds 
Which they dure swear peculiar; your case is 
better. 

O! ’tis the spite of hell, the fiend’s arch-mock, 
To lip a wanton in a secure couch, 72 

And to suppose her chaste. No, let me know: 
And knowing what I am 1 know what she shall 
be. 

Oth. Ol thou art wise; ’tis certain. 
logo. Stand you awhile apart; 

Confine yourself but in a patient list. 76 

Whilst you were here o’erwbelmed with your 
grief,— 

A passion most unsuiting such a man,— 
Cassio came hither; I shifted him away, 

And laid good *sc.use upon your ecstasy: So 
Bade him anon retuns and here speak with me; 
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The which he promis’d. Co but encave your¬ 
self. 

And mark the fleers, the gibes, and notable 
scorns, 

That dwell in every region of his face; 84 
For I will make him tell the tale anew, 

Where, how, how oft, how long ago, and when 
He hath, and is again to cope your wife: 

I say, but mark his gesture. Marry, patience; 
Or I shall say you are all in all in spleen, 89 
And nothing of a man. 

Oth. Dost thou hear, lago? 

I will be found most cunning in my patience; 
But—dost thou hear ?—most bloody. 

lago. That's not amiss; 92 

But yet keep time in all. Will you withdraw? 

[otheu.o goes apart. 
Now will I question Cassio of Bianca, 

A housewife that by selling her desires 
Buys herself bread and clothes; it is a creature 
That dotes on Cassio; as *tis the strumpet’s 
plague 97 

To beguile many and be beguil'd by one. 

He, when he hears of her, cannot refrain 
From the excess of laughter. Here he comes: 

Re-enter cassio. 

As he shall smile, Othello shall go mad; 10: 
And his unbookish jealousy must construe 
Poor Cassio's smiles, gestures, and light be¬ 
haviour 

Quite in the wrong. How do you now, lieu¬ 
tenant? 104 

Cas. The worser that you give me the addi¬ 
tion 

Whose want even kills me. 
lago. Ply Desdemona well, and you are sure 
on't. 

[Speaking lower.] Now, if this suit lay in 
Bianca’s power, toS 

How quickly should you speed! 

Cas. Alas! poor caitiff! 

Oth. Look! how he laughs already! 
lago. I never knew woman love man so. 
Cas. Alas! poor rogue, I think, i’ faith, she 
loves me. 112 

Oth. Now he denies it faintly, and laughs it 
out. 

lago. Do you hear, Cassio? 

Oth. Now he importunes him 

To tell it o’er: go to; well said, well said. 
lago. She gives it out that you shall marry 
her; xi« 

Co you intend it? 

Cas. Ha, ha, ha! 

Oth. Do you triumph, Roman? do you 
triumph? 119 

Cas. I many her! what? a customer? I 
prithee, bear some charity to my wit: do not 
think it so unwholesome. Ha, ha, ha! 

Oth. So, so, so, so. They laugh that win. 
lago. Faith, the cry goes that you shall 
marry her. raj 

Cas. Prithee, say true. 
logo. I am a very villain else. 

Oth. Have you scored me? Well. tat 
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Cas. This is the monkey’s own giving out: 
she is persuaded I will narry her, out of her 
own love and flattery, not out of my promise. 

Oth Iago beckons me; now he begins the 
story. 133 

Cas. She was here even now; she haunts me 
in every place. I was the other day talking on 
the sea bank with certain Venetians, and thither 
come this bauble, and, by this hand, she fails 
me thus about my neck;— 

Oth, Crying, ‘O dear Cassiol* as it were; his 
gesture imports it. 140 

Cas. So hangs and lolls and weeps upon me; 
so hales and pulls me; ha, ha, ha! 

Oth. Now he tells how she plucked him to 
my chamber. O! 1 see that nose of yours, but 
not the dog 1 shall throw it to. 14s 

Cat. Well, I must leave her company. 

Iago. Before me! look, where she comes. 
Cas. Tis such another fitchew! marry, a 
perfumed one. 149 


Enter BIANCA. 

What do you mean by this haunting of me? 

Bian. Let the devil and his dam haunt you! 
What did you mean by that same handkerchief 
you gave me even now ? 1 was a fine fool to take 
-’t. I must take out the work! A likely piece of 
work, that you should find it in your chamber, 
and not know who left it there! 1 his is some 
minx’s token, and I must take out the work! 
There, give it your hobby-horse; wheresoever 
you had it I’ll take out no work on’t. 

Cas. How now, ray sweet Bianca! how now, 
how now! 161 

Oth. By heaven, that should be my handker¬ 
chief! 

Bian. An you’ll come to supper to-night, you 
may; an you will not, come when you are next 
prepared for. [Exit. 

Iago. After her, after her. 

Cos, Faith, I must; she'll raZ in the street 
else. 169 

lego. Will you sup there? 

Cas. Faith, I intend so. 

Iago. Well, I may chance to see you, for I 
would very fain speak with you. 173 

Cas. Prithee, come; will you? 

Iago. Go to; say no more. [Exit cassio. 
Oth. I Advancing .] How shall I murder him, 
Iago? 177 

logo. Did you perceive how he laughed at 
his vice? 

Oth. OI Iago I t8o 

logo. And did you see the handkerchief? 
Oth. Was that mine? 

Iago. Yours, by this hand; and to see how he 
prizes the foolish woman your wife I she gave it 
him, and he hath given it his whore. 185 

Oth. I would have him nine yean a-killing. 
A fine woman! a fair woman! a sweet woman) 
logo. Nay, you must forget that. iss 

Oth. Ay, let her rot, and perish, and be 
damned to-night; for she shall not live. No, my 
heart is turned to stone: I strike it, audit hurts 
my h a n d. Oi the wood hath not a sweeter 


creature; she might lie by an emperor’s side and 
command him tasks. 

Iago. Nay, that’s not your way. 193 

Oth. Hang her! I do but say what she is. 
So delicate with her needle! An admirable 
musician! O, she will sing the savageness out 
of a bear. Of so high and plenteous wit and 
invention! zoo 

logo. She’s the worse for all this. 

Oth. OI a thousand, a thousand times. And 
then, of so gentle a condition! 

Iago. Ay, too gentle. 004 

Oth. Nay, that’s certain;—but yet the pity of 
it, Iago! O! Iago, the pity of it, Iago! 

Iago. If you are so fond over her iniquity. 
Rive her patent to offend; for, if it touch not 
you, it comes near nobody. 209 

Oth. I will chop her into messes. Cuckold me! 
Iago. O! ’tis foul in her. six 

Oth. With mine officer! 

Iago. That’s fouler. 

Oth. Get me some poison, Iago; this night: 
I’U not expostulate with her, lest her body and 
beauty unprovide my mind again. This night, 
Iago. ns 

Iago. Do it not with poison, strangle her in 
her bed, even the bed she hath contaminated. 

Oth. Good, good; the justice of it pleases; 
very good. 

logo. And for Cassio, let me be his under¬ 
taker: you skaii hear more by midnight. 224 
Oth. Excellent good. ]A trumpet within.] 
What trumpet is that same? 

/ago. Something from Venice, sure. Tis 
Lodovico, 

Come from the duke; and see, your wife is with 
him. 22S 


Enter lodovico, desdemona, and Attendants. 
Lod. God save you, worthy general! 

Oth. With all my heart, sir. 

Lod. The duke and senators of Venice greet 
you. \lGives him a packet. 

Oth. I kiss the instrument of their pleasures. 

I Opens the packet, and reads. 
Des. And what’s the news, good cousin 
Lodovico? 232 

Iago. I am very glad to see you, signior; 
Welcome to Cyprus. 

Lod. I thank you. How does Lieutenant 
Cassio? 

Iago. Lives, sir. 23S 

Des. Cousin, there’s fall’n between him and 
my lord 

An unkind breach; but yon shall make all well. 
Oth Are you sure of that? 

Des. My ford? 240 

Oth. This fail you not to do, as you will— 
Lod. He did not call; he’s busy m the paper. 
U mere division ’twlxt my lord and Canto? 

Dei. A most unhappy one; I would do much 
To atone them, for the love I bear to Cassio. *45 
Oth. rue and brimstone! 

Des. My lord? 

Oth. Are you wise? 

Dos. What! is he angry? 
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Lod. May be the letter mov'd him; 

For, as I think, they do command him home, 
Deputing Cassio in his government, 149 
lies. Trust me, I am glad on’t. 

Oth. Indeed! 

Des. My lord? 

Oth. I am glad to see you mad. 

Des. Why, sweet Othello? 

Oth. Devil! [Strikes her. 

Des. I have not deserved this. 252 

Lod. My lord, this would not be believ’d in 
Venice, 

Though 1 should swear I saw't: 'tis very much; 
Make her amends, she weeps. 

Oth. O devil, devil! 

If that the earth could teem with woman’s tears, 
Each drop she falls would prove a crocodile. 257 
Out of my sight! 

Des. I will not stay to offend you. 

[Going. 

Lod. Truly, on obedient lady; 

I do beseech your lordship, call her back. 260 
Oth. Mistress I 
Des. My lord? 

Oth. What would you with her, sir? 

Lod. Who, I, my lord ? 

Oth. Ay; you did wish that I would make 
her turn: 

Sir, she can turn, and turn, and yet go on, 264 
And turn again; and she can weep, sir, weep; 
And she’s obedient, as you say, obedient, 
Very obedient. Proceed you in your tears. 
Concerning this, sir,O—well-painted passion!— 
I am commanded home. Get you away; 269 
IH send for you anon. Sir, T obey the mandate, 
And will return to Venice. Hence! avaunt! 

]£*« DESDEMONA, 

Cassio shall have my place. And, sir, to-night, 
I do entreat that we may sup together; 273 
You are welcome, sir, to Cyprus. Goats and 
monkeys! [Exit. 

Lod. Is this the noble Moor whom our full 


And his own courses will denote him so 
That I may save my speech. Do but go alter 
And mark how he continues. 292 

Lod. I am sorry that I am deceiv’d in him. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene II .—A Room in the Castle. 

Enter OTHELLO and EMILIA. 

Oth. You have seen nothing, then? 

Emil. Nor ever heard, nor ever did suspect. 
Oth. Yes, you have seen Cassio and her to¬ 
gether. 

Emil. But then I saw no harm, and then I 
heard 4 

Each syllable that breath made up between 
them. 

Oth. What! did they never whisper? 

Emil. Never, my lord. 

Oth. Nor send you out o’ the way? 

Emil. Never. 

Oth. To fetch her fan, her gloves, her mask, 
nor nothing? 8 

Emil. Never, my lord. 

Oth. That’s strange. 

Emil. I durst, my lord, to wager she is 
honest, it 

lay down my soul at stake; if you think other, 
Remove your thought; it doth abuse your 
bosom. 

If any wretch have put this in your head. 

Let heaven requite it with the serpent’s curse! 
For, if she be not honest, chaste, and true, 16 
There's no man happy; the purest of their wives 
Is foul as slander. 

Oth. Bid her come hither; go. 

1 Exit EMILIA. 

She says enough; yet she's a simple bawd 
That cannot say as much. This is a subtle 
whore, 20 

A closet lock and key of villanous secrets; 
And yet she’ll kneel and pray; I have seen her 
do’t. 


Call all-in-all sufficient? is this the noble nature 
Whom passion could not shake? whose solid 
virtue 277 

The shot of accident nor dart of chance 
Could neither graze nor pierce ? 
logo. He is much chang’d. 

Lod, Are his wits safe? is he not light of 
brain? 280 

logo. He's that he is; I may not breathe my 
censure. 

What he might be, It, what he might, be is not, 
I would to heaven he were! 

Lod. What! strike his wife! 

Logo. Faith, that was not so well; yet would 
I knew **♦ 

That stroke would prove the worst! 

Lod. Is it his use? 

Or did the letters work upon his blood. 

And new-create this fault? 
r logo. Alas, alas I 

« b not honesty in me to speak **• 

What I have seen «ni known. You s h a ll ob¬ 
serve him. 


Re-enter Emilia with desdemona. 

Des. My lord, what is your will? 

Oth. Pray, chuck, come hither. 

Des. What is your pleasure? 

Oth. Let me see your eyes; 24 

Look in my face. 

Des. What horrible fancy’s this? 

Oth. [ 7 Y> Emilia.] Some of your function, 
mistress; 

Leave procreants alone and shut the door; 
Cough or cry‘hem’if any body come; 28 
Your mystery, your mystery; nay, dispatch. 

[Exit EMILIA. 

Des. Upon my knees, what doth your speech 
import? 

I understand a fury in your words. 

But not the words. 3 * 

Oth. Why, what art thou? 

Des. Yo' wife, my lord; your true 

And loyal wife. 

Oth. Come, swear it, damn thyself; 

lest, being like one of heaven, the devils them¬ 
selves 
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Should fear to seize thee; therefore be double- 
damn’d; 36 

Swear thou art honest. 

Des. Heaven doth truly know it. 

Oth. Heaven truly knows that thou art false 
as hell. 

Des. To whom, my lord? with whom? how 
am I false? 

Oth. Ah I Desdemona; away, away, away! 40 
Des. Alas, the heavy day!—Why do you 
weep? 

Am 1 the motive of these tears, my lord? 

If haply you my father do suspect 
An instrument of this your calling back, 44 
Lay not your blame on me; if you have lost him. 
Why, I have lost him too. 

Oth. Had it pleas’d heaven 

To try me with affliction, had he rain’d 
All kinds of sores, and shames, on my bare 
head, 48 

Steep'd me In poverty to the very lips. 

Given to captivity me and my utmost hopes, 

I should have found in some part of my soul 
A drop of patience; but, alas! to make me 52 
The fixed figure for the time of scorn 
To point his slow and moving finger at; 

Yet could I bear that too; well, very well. 

But there, where I have garner’d up my heart, 
Where either I must live or bear no life, 57 
The fountain from the which my current runs 
Or else dries up; to be discarded thence! 

Or keep it as a cistern for foul toads 60 
To knot and gender in! Turn thy complexion 
there, 

Patience, thou young and rose-lipp'd cherubin; 
Ay, there, look grim as hell! 

Des. I hope my noble lord esteems me 
honest. 64 

Oth. O! ay; as summer flies are in the 
shambles, 

That quicken even with blowing. O thou weed 1 
Who art so lovely fair and smell’st so sweet 
That the sense aches at thee, would thou hadst 
ne’er been bom. 68 

Des. Alas! what ignorant sin have I com¬ 
mitted? 

Oth. Was this fair paper, this most goodly 
book. 

Made to write ‘whore’ upon? What com¬ 
mitted! 

Committed! O thou public commoner! 72 

I should make very forges of my cheeks. 

That would to cinders bum up modesty. 

Did I but speak thy deeds. What committed! 
Heaven stops the nose at it and the moon winks, 
The bawdy wind that kisses all it meets 77 

Is hush’d within the hollow mine of earth. 
And will not hear it. What committed! 
Impudent strumpet! 

Des. By heaven, you do me wrong. 80 
Oth. Are not you a strumpet? 

Des. No, asiami Christian. 

V to preserve this vessel for my lord 
From any other foul unlawful touch 
Be not to be a strumpet, I am none. <4 
Oth. What! not a whore? 


Des. No, as I shall be sav’d. 

Oth. Is it possible? 

Des. O! heaven forgive us. 

Oth. I cry you mercy, then; 

I took you for that cunning whore of Venice 88 
That married with Othello. You, mistress. 
That have the office opposite to Saint Peter, 
And keep the gate of hell! 

Re-enter EMILIA. 

You, you, ay, you! 
We have done our course; there’s money for 
your pains. 92 

I pray you, turn the key and keep our counsel. 

[Exit. 

Emil. Alas! what does this gentleman con¬ 
ceive? 

How do you, madam? how do you, my good 
lady? 

Des. Faith, half asleep. 96 

Emil. Good madam, what’s the matter with 
my lord ? 

Des. With who ? 

Emil. Why, with my lord, madam. 

Des. Who is thy lord ? 

Emil. He that is yours, sweet lady. 100 
Des. I have none; do not talk to me, Emilia; 
I cannot weep, nor answer have I none, 

But what should go by water. Prithee, to-night 
Lay on my bed my wedding sheets: remember: 
And call thy husband hither. 

Emil. Here is a change indeed! 103 

[Exit. 

Des. Tis meet I should be us'd so, very meet. 
How have I been behav’d, that he might stick 
The smali’st opinion on my least misuse? 10S 


Re-enter Emilia, with iago. 


I age. What is your pleasure, madam? How 
is it with you? 

Des. I cannot tell. Those that do teach 
young babes 

Do it with gentle means rind easy tasks; 112 
He might have chid me so; for, in good faith, 
I am a child to chiding. 
logo. What’s the matter, lady? 

Emil. Alas! Iago, my lord hath so bewhor’d 
her, 

Thrown such despite and heavy terms upon her. 
As true hearts cannot bear. 117 

Des. Am I that name, Iago? 

Iago. What name, fair lady? 

Des. Such as she says my lord did say I was. 
Emil. He call’d her whore; a beggar in his 
drink 120 


Could not have laid such terms upon his callat. 

Iago. Why did he so? 

Des. I do not know; I am sure I am none 
such. 

Iago. Do not weep, do not weep, Alas the 
day! 124 

Emil. Has she forsook - so many noble 
matches. 

Her father and her country and her friends, 
To be call’d whore? would it not make one 
weep? 
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ties. It is my wretched fortune. 

I ago. Beshrew him for itl 128 

How comes this trick upon him? 

Dei. Nay, heaven doth know. 

Emil. I will be hang’d, if some eternal villain, 
Some busy and insinuating rogue. 

Some cogging cozening slave, to get some 
office, 232 

Have not devis’d this slander; I’ll be hang’d 
else. 

logo. Fie! there is no such man; it is im¬ 
possible. 

Des. If any such there be, heaven pardon him! 
Emil. A halter pardon him, and hell gnaw 
his bones! 136 

Why should he call her whore? who keeps her 
company? 

What place ? what time ? what form ? what likeli¬ 
hood? 

The Moor’s abus’d by some most villanous 
knave. 

Some base notorious knave, some scurvy fellow. 
O heaven! that such companions thou’dst un¬ 
fold, 141 

And put in every honest hand a whip 
To lash the rascals naked through the world, 
Even from the east to the west! 
lago. Speak within door. 144 

Emil. O! fie upon them. Some such squire 
he was 

That turn’d your wit the seamy side without, 
And made you to suspect me with the Moor. 
Iago. You are a fool: go to. 

Des. O good Tago, 148 

What shall I do to win my lord again? 

Good friend, go to him; for, by this light of 
heaven, 

I know not how I lost him. Here I kneel: 

If e’er my will did trespass ’gainst his love, 152 
Either in discourse of thought or actual deed. 
Or that mine eyes, mine ears, or any sense. 
Delighted them in any other form; 

Or that I do not yet, and ever did, ijfi 

And ever will, though he do shake me off 
To beggarly divorcement, love him dearly. 
Comfort forswear me! Unkindness may do 
much; . „„ 

And his unkindness may defeat my life, 160 
But never taint my love. I cannot say 'whore: 
It does abhor me now I speak the word; 

To do the act that might the addition emu 
Not the world’s mass of vanity could make me. 
lago. I pray you be content, tis but his 
humour; 

The business of the state does him offence. 
And he does chide with you. 

Des. If ’twere no other- 

logo. ’Tis but so, I warrant. [trumpets. 

Hark! how these instruments summon to sup¬ 
per; 

The messengers of Venice stay the meat: 

Go in, and weep not; all things shall be well. 

I Exeunt desdemona and emilia. 

Enter roderigo. 

How now, Roderigo! 171 


Rod. I do not find that thou dealest justly 
with me. 

lago. What in the contrary? 

Rod. Every day thou daffest me with some 
device, lago; and rather, as it seems to me now, 
keepest from me all conveniency, than suppliest 
me with the least advantage of hope. I will in¬ 
deed no longer endure it, nor am I yet persuaded 
to put up In peace what already I have foolishly 
suffered. 1S2 

lago. Will you hear me, Roderigo? 

Rod. Faith, I have heard too much, for your 
words and performances are no kin together. 
lago. You charge me most unjustly. 186 
Rod. With nought but truth. I have wasted 
myself out of my means. The jewels you have 
had from me to deliver to Desdemona would 
half have corrupted a votarist; you have told 
me she has received them, and returned me 
expectations and comforts of sudden respect 
and acquaintance, but I find none. 193 

lago. Well; go to; very well. 

Rod. Very well! go to! I cannot go to, man; 
nor 'tis not very well: by this hand, I say, it is 
very scurvy, and begin to find myself fobbed in it. 
lago. Very well. 198 

Rod. I tell you 'tis not very well. I will make 
myself known to Desdemona; if she will return 
me my jewels, I will give over my suit and re¬ 
pent my unlawful solicitation; u not, assure 
yourself I will seek satisfaction of you. 

lago. You have said now. 204 

Rod. Ay, and said nothing, but what I pro¬ 
test intendment of doing. 

lago. Why, now I see there’s mettle in thee, 
and even from this instant do build on thee a 
better opinion than ever before. Give me thy 
hand, Roderigo; thou hast taken against me a 
most just exception; but yet, I protest, I have 
dea'.t most directly in thy affair. 212 

Rod. It hath not appeared. 
lago. I grant indeed it hath not appeared, 
and your suspicion is not without wit and judg¬ 
ment. But, Roderigo, if thou hast that in thee 
indeed, which I have greater reason to believe 
now than ever, I mean purpose, courage, and 
valour, this night show it: if thou the next 
night following enjoy not Desdemona, take 
me from this world with treachery and devise 
engines for my life. 

Rod. Well, what is it ? is it within reason and 
compass? . . , . SJ 4 

lago. Sir, there is especial commission come 
from Venice to depute Cassio in Othello’s place. 

Rod. Is that true? why, then Othello and 
Desdemona return again to Venice. 228 

lago. O, no! he goes into Mauritania, and 
takes away with him the fair Desdemona, un¬ 
less his abode be lingered here by some accident; 
wherein none can be so determinate as the re¬ 
moving of Cassio. ,233 

Rod. How do you mean, removing of him? 
lago. Why, by making him uncapable of 
Othello’s place; knocking out his brains. 

Rod. And that vou would have me do? 237 
lago. Ay; if you dare do yourself a profit 
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and a right. He sups to-night with a harlotry, 
and thither will I go to him; he knows not yet 
of his honourable fortune. If you will watch 
his going thence,—which I will fashion to fall 
out between twelve and one,—you may take 
him at your pleasure; I will be near to second 
your attemrt, and he shall fall between us. 
Come, stand not amazed at it, but go along 
with me; I will show you such a necessity in his 
death that you shall think yourself bound to put 
it on him. It is now high supper-time, and the 
night prows to waste; about it. iso 

Rod. I will hear further reason for this. 
logo. And you shall be satisfied. [ Exeunt. 

SCENE in. — Another Room in the Castle. 
Enter otheli.o, lodovico, desdemona, 
emilia, and Attendants. 

Lod. I do beseech you, sir, trouble yourself 
no further. 

Oth. Ol pardon me; ’twill do me good to 
walk. 

Lod. Madam, good night; I humbly thank 
your ladyship. 

Des. Your honour is most welcome. 

Oth. Will you walk, sir? 

O! Desdemona,— 5 

Des. My lord? 

Oth. Get you to bed on the instant; I will be 
returned forthwith; dismiss your attendant 
there; look it be done. 9 

Des. 1 will, roy lord. 

[Exeunt OTHELLO, lodovico, and 
Attendants. 

Emit. How goes it now? he looks gentler 
than he did. 

Des. He says he will return incontinent; is 
He hath commanded me to go to bed. 

And bade me to dismiss you. 

Emil. Dismiss me! 

Des. It was his bidding; therefore, good 
Emilia, 

Give me my nightly wearing, and adieu; 16 
We must not now displease him . 

Emil. I would you had never seen him. 

Da. So would not I; my love doth so ap¬ 
prove him. 

That even his stubbornness, his checks and 
frowns,— io 

Prithee, unpin me,—have grace and favour in 
them. 

Emil. I have laid those sheets you bade me 
on the bed. 

Des. All’s one. Good faith! how foolish are 
our minds! 

If I do die before thee, prithee, shroud me 14 
In one of those same sheets. 

Emil. Come, come, you talk. 

Des. My mother had a maid call’d Barbara; 
She was in love, and he she lov’d prov’d mad 
And did forsake her; she had a song of ‘wil¬ 
low;’ 28 

An old thing ‘twas, but it express’d her fortune, 
And she died singing it; that song to-night 
Will not go from my mind; I have much to do 


But to go hang my head all at one aide, 32 
And sing it like poor Barbara. Prithee, dispatch. 
Emil. Shall 1 go fetch your night-gown? 
Des. No, unpin me here. 

This Lodovico is a proper man. 

Emil. A very handsome man. 36 

Des. He speaks well. 

Emil. I know a lady in Venice would have 
walked barefoot to Palestine for a touch of his 
nether Up. 40 

Des. The poor Bool sat sighing by a sycamore tree. 

Sing all a green wiiloiv; 

Her hand on her bosom, her head on her knee. 
Sing willow, willow, willow: 44 

The fresh streams ran by her, and murmur’d 
her moans; 

Sing willow, willow, willow: 

Her salt tears fell from her, and soften’d the 
atones;— 

Lay by these:— 48 

Sing willow, willow, willow: 

Prithee, hie thee; he’ll come anon.— 

Sing all a green willow must be my garland. 

Let nobody blame him, bis scorn 1 approve,— 

Nay, that’s not next. Hark! who is it that 
knocks? 

Emil. It is the wind. 

Des. I call'd my love false love; but what said he 
then ? 56 

Sing willow, willow, willow: 

If I court moe women, you’ll couch with moe 
men. 

So, get thee gone; good night. Mine eyes do 
itch; 

Doth that bode weeping? 

Emil. Tis neither here nor there. 

Des. I have heard it said so. O! these men, 
these men! si 

Dost thou in conscience think, tell me, Emilia, 
That there be women db abuse their husbands 
In such gross kind? 

Emil. There be some such, no question. 
Des. Wouldst thou do such a deed for aU the 
world? 65 

Emil. Why, would not you? 

Des. No, by this heavenly light! 

Emil. Nor I neither by this heavenly light; 
I might do’t as well i’ the dark. 

Des. Wouldst thou do such a deed for all the 

world ? 

Emil. The world is a huge thing; ’tis a great 
price 

For a small vice. 

Des. In troth, I think thou wouldst not. 
Emil. In troth, 1 think I should, and undo't 
when I had done. Marry, I would not do such 
a thing for a joint-ring, nor measures of lawn, 

norforgowns,petticoats, nor caps,nor any petty 

exhibition: but for the whole world, who wornd 
not make her husband a cuckold to make him 
a monarch? I should venture purgatory for t. 

Des. Beshrew me, ifl would do such a wrong 

For the whole world. 

Emil. Why, the wrong it bat a wrong i «* 
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world; and having the world for your labour, 
’tis a wrong in your own world, and you might 
quickly make it right. 84 

Des. I do not think there is any such woman. 
Emil. Yes, a dozen; and as many to the 
vantage, as would store the world they played 
for. 88 

But I do think it is their husbands’ faults 
If wives do fall. Say that they slack their dudes, 
And pour our treasures into foreign laps. 

Or else break out in peevish jealousies, 92 

Throwing restraint upon us; or, say they strike us. 
Or scant our former having in despite; 

Why, we have galls, and though we have some 
grace. 

Yet have we some revenge. Let husbands know 
Their wives have sense like them; they see and 
smell, 97 

And have their palates both for sweet and sour. 
As husbands have. What is it that they do 
When they change us for others! Is it sport? 

I think it is; and doth affection breed it? 101 

I think it doth; is’t frailty that thus errs? 

It is so too; and have not we affections. 
Desires for sport, and frailty, as men have? 104 
Then, let them use us well; else let them know, 
The ills we do, their ills instruct us so. 

Des. Goodnight, good night; heaven me such 
usage send, 

Not to pick bad from bad, but by bad mend! 108 

[Exeunt. 

ACT V 

Scene I.— Cyprus. A Street. 

Enter iago and roderigo. 
lago. Here, stand behind this bulk; straight 
will he come: 

Wear thy good rapier bare, and put it home. 
Quick, quick; fear nothing; I’ll be at thy elbow. 
It makes us, or it mars us; think on that, 4 
And fix most firm thy resolution. 

Rod. Be near at hand; I may miscarry in t. 
lago. Here, at thy hand: be bold, and take 
thy stand. [ Retires. 

Rod. I have no great devotion to the deed; 8 
And yet he has given me satisfying reasons: 
Tis but a man gone: forth, my sword; he dies. 
logo. I have rubb’d this young quat almost 
to the sense. 

And he grows angry. Now, whether he loll 
„ Cassio, « 

Or Cassio him, or each do kill the other. 
Every way makes my gain: live Roderigo, 

He calls me to a restitution large _ 

Of gold and jewels that I bobb'd from him, 16 
As gifts to Desdemona; 

It must not be: if Cassio do remain. 

He hath a daily beauty in his life 
That makes me ugly; and, besides, the Moor 20 
May unfold me to him; there stand I in much 
peril. 

No, he must die. But so; I bear him coming. 
Enter cassio. 

Rod. I know his gait; 'tis he. Villain, thou 
dieatl [Makes a pau at cassio. 


Cos. That thrust had been mine enemy in¬ 
deed 24 

But that my coat is better than thou know’at; 
I will make proof of thine. 

[Draws, and wounds RODERIGO. 
Rod. O! I am slain. 

[iaoo from behind wounds CASSIO in 
the leg, and exit. 
Cas. I am maim'd for ever. Help, ho! mur¬ 
der! murder! [Falls. 

Enter otheu.o, at a distance. 

Oth. The voice of Cassio: lago keeps his 
word. 

Rod. O! villain that I ami 

Oth. It Is e’en so. 29 

Cas. O, help, ho! lightl a surgeon! 

Oth. ’Tis he: O brave lago, honest and just! 
That hast such noble sense of thy friend’s 
wrong; 32 

Thou teachest me. Minion, your dear lies dead. 
And your unblest fate hies; strumpet, I cornel 
Forth of my heart those charms, tlune eyes, are 
blotted; 

Thy bed lust-stain’d shall with lust’s blood be 
spotted. [Exit. 

Enter midovico and GRATIANO, at a distance. 
Cas. What I10! no watch ? no passage ? mur¬ 
der! murder! 37 

Gra. ’Tis some mischanc e; the cry is very 
direful. 


Cas. O, helpl 

Lod. Hark! 40 

Rod. O wretched villain! 

Lod. Two or three groan: it is a heavy night; 
These may be counterfeits; let’s think’t unsafe 
To come in to the cry without more help. 44 
Rod. Nobody come? then shall I bleed to 
death. 

Lod. Hark! 

Re-enter iago, with a light. 

Gra. Here’s one comes in his shirt, with light 
and weapons. 

Iago. Who’s there? whose noise is this that 
cries on murder? 48 

lod. We do not know. 

Iago. Did not you hear a cry? 

Cas. Here, here! for heaven’s sake, help me. 
logo. What’s the matter? 

Gra. This is Othello’s ancient, as I take it. 
Lod. The same indeed; a very valiant fellow. 
Iago. What are you here that cry so griev- 
oiisly} 53 

Cos. Iago? Ol I am spoll’d, undone by vil¬ 
lains! 

Give me some help. _ 

Iago. O me, lieutenant! what villains uave 
done this? 56 

Cas. 1 think that one of them is hereabout. 
And cannot make away. 

latro. O treacherous villains J 

[Toiaocmco and grattano.] What are you 
there? come in, and give some help; 

Rod. Ol help me here. to 
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Cos. That's one of them. 

logo. O murdeious slave! O villain! 

[Stabs RODERIGO. 

Rod. O damn’d Iago! O inhuman dog! 
logo. Kill men i’ the dark! Where be these 
bloody thieves? 

How silent is this town! Ho! murder 1 murder! 
What may you be? are you of good or evil? 6s 
Lod. As you shall prove us, praise us. 

Iago. Signior Lodovico? 

Lod. He, sir. 68 

Iago. I cry you mercy. Here’s Cassio hurt 
by villains. 

Gra. Cassio! 

Iago. How is it, brother? 

Car. My leg is cut in two. 

Iago. Marry, heaven forbid, ni 

Light, gentlemen; I’ll bind it with my shirt. 

Enter BIANCA. 

Bian. What is the matter, ho? who is’t that 
cried? 

Iago. Who is’t that cried! 

Bian. O my dear Cassio! my sweet Cassio! 76 
O Cassio, Cassio, Cassio! 

Iago. O notable strumpet! Cassio, may you 
suspect 

Who they should be that have thus mangled you? 
Cos. No. So 

Gra. I am sorry to find you thus; 1 have been 
to seek you. 

Iago. Lend me a garter. So. Ot for a chair. 
To bear him easily hence! 

Bian. Alas! he faints! O Cassia, Cassio, 
Cassio! 84 

Iago. Gentlemen all, I do suspect this trash 
To be a party in this injury. 

Patience awhile, good Cassio. Come, come. 
Lend me a light. Know we this face, or no? 88 
Alas! my friend and my dear countryman, 
Roderigo? no: yes, sure, O heaven! Roderigo. 
Gra. What! of Venice? 

Iago. Even he, sir: did you know him? 

Gra. Know him! ay. 92 

Iago. Signior Gratiano? 1 cry you gentie 
pardon: 

These bloody accidents must excuse my manne rs. 
That so neglected you. 

Gra. I am glad to see you. 

logo. How do you, Cassio? Ol a chair, a 
chair! 96 

Gra. Roderigo! [A chair brought in. 

/ aya^ He, he, *tis he.—O! that's well said; the 

Some good men bear him carefully from hence: 
I’ll fetch the general's surgeon. [To bianca.) 

For you, mistress, 100 

Save you your labour. He that lies slain here. 
Curio, 

Was my dear friend. What malice was between 
you? 

Cat. None in the world; uor do I know the 


Iago. [Tobianca.] What! lookyoupale?OI 
bear him out o* the air— 104 

[awn and Bonraioo are ban* off. 


Stay you, good gentlemen. Look you pale, 
mistress?— 

Do you perceive the gastness of her eye? 

Nay, if you stare, we shall hear more anon. 
Behold her well; I pray you, look upon her: 10B 
Do you see, gentlemen? nay, guiltiness will 
speak 

Though tongues were out of use. 

Enter EMILIA. 

Emil. ’Las! what’s the matter? what’s the 
matter, husband? 

Iago. Cassio hath here been set on In the 
dark 112 

By Roderigo and fellows that are 'scap'd: 
He’s almost slain, and Roderigo dead. 

Emil. Alas! good gentleman; alas! good 
Cassio! 

Iago. This is the fruit of whoring. Prithee, 
E mili a, 116 

Go know of Cassio where he supp’d to-night. 
What! do you shake at tiiat? 

Bian. He supp'd at my bouse; but I there¬ 
fore shake not. 

logo. O! did be so? I charge you, go with me. 
Emil. Fie, fie upon thee, strumpet! 121 

Rian. 1 am no strumpet, but ot fife as honest 
As you that thus abuse me. 

Emil. As i! fob! fie upon thee! 

Iago. Kind gentlemeu, let’s go see poor 

Cassio dress’d. *24 

Come, mistress, you must tell’s another tale. 
Emilia, run you to the citadel, 

And tell my lord and lady what hath happ’d. 
Will you go on afore? | Aside.] This is the night 
That either makes me or fordoes me quite, 129 

[Exeunt. 

Scene II.— A Bedchamber in the Castle, des- 
demuna in bed asleep. A light burning. 
Enter OTl(SLLO. 

Oth. It is the cause, it is the cause, my soul; 
Let me not name it to you, you chaste stars! 
It is the cause. Yet I’ll not shed her blood. 
Nor scar that whiter skin of hers than snow, 4 
And smooth as monumental alabaster. 

Yet she must die, else she’ll betray more men. 
Put out the light, and then put out the light: 
If I quench thee, thou flaming minister, 8 
I can again thy former light restore. 

Should I repent me; but once put out thy light. 
Thou cunning’st pattern of excelling nature, 

I know not where is that Promethean heat 12 
That can thy light relume. When I have pluck’d 
the rose, 

I cannot give it vital growth again. 

It needs must wither: I’ll smell it on the tree. 

[Kisses her. 

O balmy breath, that dost almost persuade 16 
lattice to break her sword! One more, «* 
more. 

Be thus when thou art dead, and I will kill thee, 
And love thee after. One more, and this the 
last: 

So sweet was ne’er so fatal. I must weep, *> 
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But they are cruel tears; this sorrow's heavenly. 
It strikes when it doth love. She wakes. 

Dei. Who’s then? Othello? 

Oth . Ay, Desdemona. 

Da. Will you come to bed, my lord? 34 
Oth. Have you pray'd to-night, Desdemona? 
Da. Ay, my lord. 

Oth. If you bethink yourself of any crime 
Unreconcil’d as yet to heaven and grace. 
Solicit for it straight. 28 

Da. Alas I my lord, what may you mean by 
that? 

Oth. Well, do it, and be brief; I will walk by: 

I would not kill thy unprepared spirit: 

No: heaven forfend! I would not kill thy souL 
Da. Talk you of killing ? 

Oth. Ay, I do. 

Da. Then heaven 33 

Have mercy on me! 

Oth. Amen! with all my heart. 

Da. If you say so, I hope you will not kill 
me. 

Oth. Hum! 36 

Des. And yet I fear you; for you are fatal 
then 

When your eyes roll so. Why I should fear I 
know not. 

Since guiltiness I know not; but yet I feel I fear. 
Oth. Think on thy sins. 

Da. They are loves I bear to you. 40 
Oth. Ay, and for that thou diest. 

Da. That death’s unnatural that kills for 
loving. 

Alas! why gnaw you so your nether lip? 

Some bloody passion shakes y o ur very flame; 44 
These are portents, but yet, I hope, I hope 
They do not point on me. 

Oth. Peace, and be still! 

Da. I will so. What’s the matter? 

Oth. That handkerchief which I so lov’d and 
gave thee 4S 

Thou gav'st to Cassio. 

Des. No, by ray life and soul! 

Send for the man and ask him. 

Oth. Sweet soul, take heed. 

Take heed of perjury; thou'rt on thy death-bed. 
Des. Ay, but not yet to die. 

Oth. Yes, presently; js 

Therefore confess thee freely of thy sin; 

For to deny each article with oath 
Cannot remove nor choke the strong conception 
That I do groan withal. Thou art to die. 36 
Da. Then Lord have mercy on me! 

Oth. I say, amen. 

_ Dei. And have you mercy too! I never did 
Offend you In my life; never lov’d Cassio 
But with such general warranty of heaven 6 e 
As I might love; I never gave him token. 

Oth. By heaven, I saw my handkerchief m s 
hand, 

O perjur’d woman! thou dost stone my heart, 
And mak’st me call what I intend to do 64 
A murder, which I thought a sacrifice: 

‘I saw the handkerchief. 

_ Des. . , He fouhd itthen; • 

1 never gave it him. Send for trim hither; 


Let him confess a troth. 

Oth. He hath confess’d.' 68 

Des. What, my lord? 

Oth. That he hath us’d thee. 

Des. How? unlawfully? 

Oth. Ay. 

Des. He will not say so. 

Oth. No; his mouth is stopp’d: 

Honest Iago hath ta’en order for't. 73 

Des. Of my fear interprets. What! is he 
dead? 

Oth. Had all his hairs been lives, my great 
revenge 

Had stomach for them alL 
Des. Alas! he is betray'd and I undone. 76 
Oth. Out, strumpet! Weep’st thou for him 
to my face? 

Des. O! banish me, my lord, but kill me not! 
Oth. Down, strumpet! 

Des. Kill me to-morrow; let me live to-night! 
Oth. Nay, if you strive,— 81 

Da. But half an hour! 

Oth. Being done, there is no pause. 

Des. But while I say one prayer! 

Oth. . It is too late. [He smothers her. 
Emil. [Within.] My lord, my lord I what, bo! 
my lord, my lordl *4 

Oth. What noise is this? Not dead? not yet 
quits dead? 

I that am cruel am yet merciful; 

I would not have thee linger in thy pain. 

So, so. 

Emil. [ Within .] What, ho 1 my lord, my lord 1 
Oth. Who’s there? 8S 

Emil. { Within.] Ol good my lord, I would 
speak a word with you! 

Oth. Yes ;’tis Emilia: by and by. She’s dead. 
Tls like she comes to speak of Cassio's death; 
The noise was high. Hal no more moving? 93 
Still as the grave. Shall she come in? Were’t 
good? 

I think she stirs again: no. What’s beat to do? 
If she come in she’ll sure speak to my wife: 
My wife! my wife! what wife? I have no wife: 
O, insupportable! O heavy hour! 97 

Methinks It should be now a huge eclipse 
Of sun and moon, and that the affrighted globe 
Should yawn at alteration. 

EmiL [Within.] I do beseech you 100 

That I may speak with you, O! good my lord. 

Oth. I had forgot thee: O! come in, Emilia: 
Soft, by and by: let me the curtains draw. 
When art thou? [Unlocks the door. 

Enter emilia. 

What’s the matter with thee now? 104 
Emil. Ol my good lord, yonder’sfoul mur¬ 
der done. 

Oth.- What! now? 

Emil. But now, my lord. 

Oth. It is do very error of the moon; 

She comes more near the earth than sag was: 
wont. ..tog 

And makes men mad. _ 

EmiL Cassio, my lord, has kill’d a young 



CUTd Roderigo. 
Oth. 

And Cassio kill'd? 


Roderigo kill’d! 


omnix) m UcTT 

Than thou wait worthy her. 

nr, , Peace! you were beat. - 

F , -„ r- , , Emu. Thou halt not half the power to do 

Etrul. No, Cassio is not kill d. txs tne harm 160 

Oih. Not C a nio kill’d! then murder *s out of As I have to be hurt. O gull! O dolt! 

£a ignorant as dirt! thou hast done a deed,— 
{SS? 80 /? 0 ? 1 “”?* Icare not for thy sword; I'll make thee known, 

Des. Ol falsely, falsely murder d. Though I lost twenty lives. Help! help, ho 

Emil._ . Alas! what cry is that? 


OA That! what? 116 

Emil. Out. and alas! that was my lady’s 
voice: 

Help! Help, ho! help! O lady, speak again! 
Sweet Desdemonai Ot sweet mistress, speak. 
Da. A guiltless death I die. no 

Emil. O! who hath done this deed? 

Dei. Nobody: I myself; farewell: 
Commend me to my kind lord. Ol farewell! 

Oth. Why, how should she be murder'd? 
Emil. Alas! who knows? 1:4 

Oth. You beard her say herself it was not I. 
Emil. She said so; 1 most needs report the 
truth. 

Oth. She’s like a liar gone to burning hell; 
*Twas I that kill’d her. 

. Emil. O! die more angel she. 

And you the blacker devil. «» 

Oth. She turn’d to folly, and she was a whore. 
Emil. Thou dost belie her, and thou art a 
devil. 

Oth. She was false as water. 

Emil. Thou art rash as Are to say 

That she was false; O! she was heavenly true. 
Oth. Cassio did tup her; ask thy husband 

Ol 1 were damn’d beneath all depth in hell 
But that I did proceed upon just grounds 13S 
To this extremity. Thy husband knew it alk 
Emil. My husband) 

Oth. Thy husband. 

Emil. That she was false to wedlock? 140 
Oth. Ay, with Cassio. Nay, had she been 
true. 

If heaven would make me such another world 


help I 1 fi 4 

The Moor has kill’d mv mistress! Murder! 
murder! 


Of out entire and perfect chrysolite, 
I’d not have sold her for it 


Enter montano, okatuno, iaoo, and Others. 
Mon. What is the matter? How now, general! 
Emit. Ol are you come, Iago? you have done 
well, 

That men must lay their murders on your neck. 
Gra. What is the matter? 169 

Emil. Disprove this villain if thou be’st a 
man: 

He says thou told'st him that his wife was false. 
I know thou didst not, thou ’rt not such a villain. 
Speak, for my heart is full. 173 

logo. I told him what 1 thought, and told no 
mote 

Than what he found himself was apt and true. 
Emil. But did you ever tell hum the wm 
false? 176 

Iago. I did. 

Emit. You told a Be, an odious damned lie; 
Upon my soul, a lie, a wicked lie. 

She false with Cassio! Did you say with Cassio ? 
logo. With Cassio, mistress. Go to, charm 
your tongue. 1S1 

Emil. IwiDnotdMBamytongue;Iambound 
to speak. 

My mistress hem has murder’d in her bed. 

All. O heavens farfendl res 

Emil. And your reports have set the murder 
on. 

Oth. Nay, stem not, masters; it is true, in¬ 
deed. 

Gra. Tis a strange troth. 

Mon. O monstrous act! 

Emil. Villainy! villany! villanyl 

I think upon’t, I think, I smell’t; O villany! 189 
144 I thought so then; I’ll kill myself for grief. 

O! villany. villany! 

logo. Whatl are you mad? I charge you. 
get you home. <»> 

Emil. Good gentlemen, let me have leave to 
(peak: 

*Tis proper I obey him, but not now. 
Perchance, Iago, I will ne’er go home. , , 
Oth. Oi O! O! [Falls an the bed. 

Emil. Najr, lay thee down and roar. 


Emil. My husband! 

Oth. Ay, 'twas he that told me Am: 

An honest man he is, and hates the slime 
That sticks on Althy deeds. 

Emit. My husband! 

Oth. What needs this iterance, woman? I 
say thy husband. 14! 

Emil. O mistress! villany hath made mocks 
with love. 

My husband say that she was false! __ 

. , , , . , He, droman; That e’er did lift up eye. 

I say, thy husband: dost undentand the word? Oth. O! she was foul. 

«» I scarce did know you, uncle. There Bes your 
_ Emu. 1 t he say to, may Ms pernicious soul niece, 

Rot half a graina dinr! he lies to the heart: Whose breath, indeed, these hands have newly 
She was too fond of her most filthy bargain. stopp'd: *“ 

2 **-, H»! ^ «J* I know this act shows terrible and (rim. . 

£M£ Do Iby worst: Gra . Poor Dodinooa I am tUd dy 

This deed of thbas is no more wofcfcy heaven father* dandT^^ ^ 


For thou hast kill’d the sweetest innocent 197 
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Thy match was mortal to him, and pun grief 
Shon his old thread in twain: did he live now, 
This sight would make him do a desperate turn, 
Yea, curse his better angel from his side, 

And fall to reprobation. 

Oth. ’Tis pitiful; but yet Iago knows aoS 
That she with Cassio hath the act of shame 
A thousand times committed; Cassio confess’d it: 
And she did gratify his amorous works 
With that recognizance and pledge of love 21s 
Which I first gave her. 1 saw it in his hand: 

It was a handkerchief, an antique token 
My father gave my mother. 

Emil. O heaven! O heavenly powers! 

Iago. Come, hold your peace. 

Emil. Twill out,’twill out; I hold my peace, 
sir? no; 217 

No, I will speak as liberal as the north; 

Let heaven and men and devils, let them all. 
All, all, cry shame against me, yet I’ll speak. 220 
Iago. Be wise, and get you home. 

Emil. I will not 

[iago offers to stab Emilia. 
Gra. Fiet 

Your sword upon a woman? 

Emil. O thou dull Moor! that handkerchief 
thou speak’st of 

I found by fortune and did give my husband; 
For often, with a solemn earnestness, 22) 
More than, indeed, belong’d to such a trifle. 
He begg'd of me to steal it 
Iago. Villanous whore! 

Emil. She give it Cassio! no, alas! 1 found 
it, sag 

And I did give't my husband. 
logo. Filth, thou Best! 

Emil. By heaven, I do not, 1 do not, gentle¬ 
men. 

O murderous coxcomb! what should such a fool 
Do with so good a wife? 

Oth. Are there no stones in heaven 

But what serve for the thunder? Precious vil¬ 
lain! [He runs at IAGO. IAGO stabs 

EMILIA, and exit. 
Gra. The woman falls: sure, he has kill’d his 
wife. 

Emit. Ay, ay ;Q1 lay me by my mistress’side. 
Gra. He’s gone; but his wife s kill d. 236 
Mon. Tis a notorious villain. Take you this 

Which fha’ve here recover’d from the Moor. 
Come, guard the door without; let him not pass. 
But kilf him rather. I'll after that same villain. 
For 'tis a damned slave. 

IE tieunt montano and GEATIANQ. 
Oth. I am not valiant neither, 241 

But every puny whipster gets my sword. 

But why should honour outlive honesty? 

Let it go all. . , , . „ 

EmS. What did thy song bode, lady? 2*4 
Hark, canst thou bear me? I will play the swan. 
And die in music:— 

Willow, willow, willow. 

Moor, she was chaste; she lov’d thee, cruel 
Moor; 


So come my soul to bliss as I speak true; ass 
So speaking as I think, I die, I die. [Dies. 

Oth. I have another weapon in this chamber; 
It is a sword of Spain, the ice brook’s temper. 
O! here it is. Uncle, I must come forth. 253 
Gra. [ Within.] If thou attempt it, it will cost 
thee dear: 

Thou hast no weapon, and perforce must suffer. 
Oth. Look in upon me then, and speak with 
roe. 236 

Or, naked as I am, I will assault thee. 

Reenter gratiano. 

Gra. What is the matter? 

Oth. Behold! I have a weapon; 

A better never did itself sustain 
Upon a soldier’s thigh: I have seen the day, 260 
That with this little arm, and this good sword, 
I have made my way through more impediments 
Than twenty times your stop: but, O vain boast 1 
Who can control bis fate? ’tis not so now. 264 
Be not afraid, though you do see me weapon'd; 
Here is my journey's end, here is my butt. 
And very sea-mark of my utmost sail. 

Do you go back dismay'd? 'tis a lost fear; s«l 
Man but a rush against Othello’s breast, 

And he retires. Where should Othello go? 
Now how dost thou look now? O ill-starr’d 
wench! 

Pale as thy smock! when we shall meet at 
compt, 272 

This look of thine will hurl my soul from heaven. 
And fiends will snatch at it. Cold, cold, my girl! 
Even like thy chastity. 

O! cursed, cursed slave. Whip me, ye devils, 276 
From the possession of this heavenly sight! 
Blow me about in winds! roast me in sulphur! 
Wash me in steep-down gulfs of liquid fire! 

O Desdemona! Desdemona! deadl 28a 

Oh! Oh! Oh! 

Enter lodovico, montano, cassio carried is a 
chair, and Officers with IAGO, prisoner. 
Lod. Where it this rash and most unfortu¬ 
nate man? 

Oth. That's he that was Othello; here I am. 
Lod. Where is that viper? bring the villain 
forth. 2S4 

Oth. I look down towards his feet; bat that s 
a fable. 

If that thou be’st a devil, I cannot kill thee. 

[Wounds iago. 

Lod. Wrench his sword from him. 

Iago. I bleed, sir; but not kill’d. 

Oth. I am not sorry neither; I’d have thee 
live; 2gs 

For, in my sense, ’tis happiness to die. 

Lod. O thou Othello! that wert once so good, 
FaH’n in die practice of a damned slave, 
What shall be said to thee? 

Oth. Why, any thing: 292 

An honourable murderer, if you will; 

For nought did I in hate, but all in honour. 
Lod. This wretch hath part confess'd his 
villany: . 

Did you and he consent in Cassio’s death? 29* 
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Ort. Ay. 

Cat. Dear general, I never gave you cause. 
OfA. I do believe it, and I axle your pardon. 
Will you, I pray, demand that demi-devil 30a 
Why he hath thus ensnar’d my soul and body? 
logo. Demand me nothing: what you know, 
you know: 

From this time forth I never will speak word. 
Lod. What! not to pray? 

Gra. Torments will ope your lips. 

Oth. Well, thou dost best 30s 

Lod. Sir, you shall understand what hath 
befkU’n, 

Which, as I think, you know not. Hereisaletter 
Found in the pocket of the slain Roderigo, 308 
And here another; the one of them imports 
The death of Cassio to be undertook 
By Roderigo. 

Oth. O villain! 

Cat. Most heathenish and most gross! 
Loti. Now here ’a another discontented paper. 
Found in his pocket too; and this, it seems, 
Roderigo meant to have sent this damned vil¬ 
lain. 

But that, belike, Iago in the interim 316 
Came in and satisfied him. 

Oth. O the pernicious caitiff! 

How came you, Cassio, by that handkerchief 
That was my wife's; 

Cat. I found it in my chamber; 

And he himself confess’d but even now 330 
That there he dropp'd it for a special purpose 
Which wrought to his desire. 

Oth. O fool! fool! fool! 

Cat. There is besides in Roderigo’s letter 
How Be upbraids Iago that he made him 334 
Brave me upon the watch; whereon it came 
That I was cast: and even but now he spake. 
After long seeming dead, Iago hurt him, 

Iago set him on. 338 

Lod. You must forsake this room and go 
with us; 

Your power and your command Is taken off. 
And Cassio rules in Cyprus. For this slave, 

If there be any cunning cruelty 333 

That can torment him much and hold him long, 


It shall be his. You shall dose prisoner rest 
Till that the nature of your fault be known 
To the Venetian state. Come, bring him away. 
Oth. Soft you; a word ox two befote you 

go. 337 

I have done the state some service, and they 
know’t; 

No more of that. I pray you, in your ietteis. 
When you shall these unlucky deeds relate, 340 
Speak of me as I am; nothing extenuate. 

Nor set down aught in malice: then, must you 

Of one that lov’d not wisely but too weD; 343 
Of one not easily jealous, but, being wrought, 
Perplex’d in the extreme; of one whose hand, 
Like the base Indian, threw a pearl away 
Richer than all his tribe; of one whose subdu’d 
eyes 

Albeit unused to the melting mood, 348 
Drop tears as fast as the Arabian trees 
Then med'cinable gum. Set you down this; 
And say besides, that in Aleppo once. 

Where a malignant and a turban’d Turk 353 
Beat a Venetian and traduc’d the state, 

I took by the throat the circumcised dog. 

And smote him thus. [Stabs himself. 

Lod. O bloody period! 

Gra. All that’s spoke is marr’d. 

Oth, I kiss’d thee ero I kill’d thee; no way 
but this, [Falling upon DESDEMONA. 

Killing myself to die upon a kiss. [Dies. 
Car. This did I fear, but thought he had no 
weapon; 

For be was great of heart. 

Lod. [To iago.] O Spartan dog! 360 

More fell than anguish, hunger, or the sea. 
Look on the tragic loading of this bed; 

This is thy work; the object poisons sight; 
Let it be hid. Gratiano, keep the home, 3«4 
And seize upon the fortunes of the Moor, 
Fortheysucceedonyon. To you, lord governor, 
Remains the censure of this hellish villain, 
The time, the place, the torture; O! enforce it. 
Myself will straight aboard, and to the state }&) 
This heavy act with heavy heart relate. 

[Exeunt. 
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Scene.— In several parts of the Roman Empire. 


ACT I 

Scene I. — Alexandria. A Room in 
CLEOPATRA 1 * Palace. 


Enter Demetrius and piulo. 

Phi. Nay, but this dotage of our general’s 
O'erflows the measure; those his goodly eyes. 
That o’er the file* and musters of the war 
Have glow'd like plated Mars, now bend, now 
turn 4 

The office and devotion of their view 
Upon a tawny front; his captain’s heart. 
Which in the scuffles of peat fights hath burst 
The buckles on his breast, reneges all temper, * 
And is become the bellows and the fan 
To cool a gipsy’s lust. Look! where they come. 


Flourish. Enter ANTONY and CLEOPATRA, with 
their Trains; Eunuchs fanning her. 

Take but good note, and you shall see in him 
The triple pillar of the world transform'd « 
Into a strumpet’s fool; behold and see. 

Cieo. If it be love indeed, tell me how much. 
Ant. There’s beggary in the love that can be 

reckon’d. . 

Cieo. 1’llsetaboumhowfartobebelov d. 16 
Ant. Then must thou needs find out new 
heaven, new earth. 


Enter an Attendant 
Att. News, my good lord, from Rome. 

Ant. Grates me; the sum. 

Cieo. Nay, hear them, Antony: 

Fulvia, perchance, i* angry; or, who knows so 
If the scarce-bearded Cesar have not sent 

His powerful mandate to you,‘Do this, w this; 


Take in that kingdom, and enfranchise that; 
Perform’t, or else we damn thee.’ 

Ant. How, my love 1 14 

Cieo. Perchance! nay, and most like; 

You must not stay here longer; you1 dismission 
Is come from Cesar; therefore hear it, Antony. 
Where ’ s Fulvia’s process i Cesar’s I would say? 

both? a* 

Call in the messengers. As I am Egypt’s queen. 
Thou blushest, Antony, and that blood of thine 
Is Cesai’s homager; else so thy cheek pays 
shame 

When shrill-tongu’d Fulvia scolds. The mes- 
sengers! ji 

Ant. Let Rome in Tiber melt, and the wide 
arch 

Of the rang’d empire fall! Here is my space. 
Kingdoms are clay; our duns' earth alike 
Feeds beast as man; the nobleness of life j£ 
Is to do thus; when such a mutual pair 

[Embracing. 

And such a twain can do’t, in which I bind. 
On pain of punishment, the world to weet 
We stand up peerless. 

Cieo. Excellent falsehood! 40 

Why did he many Fulvia and not love her? 
I’U seem the fool I am not; Antony 
Will be himself. 

Ant. Bat sttrr’d by Cleopatra. 

Now, for thelove of Love and her soft hours, 44 
Let’s not confound the time with conference 


There’s not a minute of our livesshould stretch 
Without some pleasure now. What sport to¬ 
night? 

Cieo. Hear the ambassadors. 

Am. Fit, wrangling queen! 4 * 
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To weep; whoa* every passion fully strives 
To make itself, in thee, fair and admir'd. 

No messenger, bat thine; and all alone, sa 
To-night we’ll wander through the streets and 
note 

The qualities of people. Come, my queen; 
Last night you did desire it; speak not to us. 

[Exeunt ANTONY and Cleopatra, with 
their Train. 

Dem. 19 Cesar with Antonius priz'd so slight ? 
Phi. Sir, sometimes, when he is not Antony, 
He comes too short of that great property 
Which still should go with Antony. 

Dem. I am full sorry 

That he ap p ro v es the common liar, who 60 
Thus speaks of him at Rome: but I will hope 
Of better deeds to-morrow. Rest you happy 1 

( Exeunt . 

Scene n .—The Same. Another Room. 
Enter chaamian, nuts, alexaj, and 
a Soothsayer. 

Char. Lord Alexas, sweet Alexes, most any 
thing Alexas, almost most absolute Alexas, 
where’s the soothsayer that you praised so to 
the queen? O! that I knew this husband, 
which, you say, must charge his horns with 

garlflnitil. 6 

Alex. Soothsayer 1 

Sooth. Your will? S 

Char. Is this the man? Is’t you, sir, that 
know tbbmg? 

Sooth. In nature’s infinite book of secrecy 
A little Z can read. 

Alex. Show him your hand, is 

Enter XNOBA1BU8. 

Eno. Bring in the banquet quickly; wine 
enough 

Cleopatra’s health to drink. 

Char. Good sir, give me good fortune. 
Sooth. I make not, but foresee. 16 

Char. Pray then, foresee me one. 

Sooth. You shall be yet fax fairer than you 
are. 

Char. He means in tt—i» 
m>. No, you shall paint when yon tie old. 
Char. Wrinkles forbid! at 

Akx. Vex not Us presc i ence; be attentive. 
Char. Hush! 

Sooth. You shall be more beloving than 
betov? 34 

Char. I had rather heat my liver with drinking. 
Akx. Nay, hear him. 

Char. Good now, some excellent fortune! 
Let me be married to three kings in a forenoon, 
and widow them all; let me have a child at fifty, 
to whom Herod of Jewry may do homage; find 
me to many me with Octavius C«*ar, and com¬ 
panion me with mr mistress. 3* 

Sooth. You shall outlive the lady whom you 


Char. OaxseQent! I ktve long life better than 


Sooth. You ham seen and prov’d a fairer 
former fortune 

Than that which is to approach. 36 

Char. Then, belike, my children shall have 
no names; prithee, how many boys and wenchea 
must I have? 

Sooth. If every of your wishes had a womb, 
And fertile every wish, a million. 41 

Char. Out, fooll I forgive thee for a witch. 
Alex. You think none but your sheets are 
privy to your wishes. 44 

Char. Nay, come, tell Iras hers. 

Alex. We’ll know all our fortunes. 

Eno. Mine, and most of our fortunes, to¬ 
night, shall be,—drunk to bed. 4s 

Iras. There’s a palm presages chastity, if 
nothing else. 

Char. E’enastheoverfiowingNiluspreeageth 

flimtnx 32 

Iras. Go, you wild bedfellow, you cannot 
soothsay. 

Char. Nay, if an oily palm be not a fruitful 
prognostication, I cannot scratch mine ear. 
Prithee, tell her but a worky-day fortune. 37 
Sooth. Your fortunes are alike. 

Iras. But how ? but bow ? give me particulars. 
Sooth. I have said. <0 

Iras. Am I not an inch of fortune better 
than the? 

Char. Well, if you were but an inch of for¬ 
tune better than I, where would you cbooee It? 
Iras. Not In my husband’s nose. ej 

Char. Our woner thoughts heaven mend! 
Alexas,—come, his fortune, hit fortune. O! 
let him many a woman that cannot go, a we U 
Isis, I beseech thee; and let her die too, and give 
him a worse; and let worse follow worse, rUTthe 
worst of all follow him laughing to Ms grave, 
fifty-fold a cuckold! Good Isis, bear me this 
prayer, though thou deny me a matter of more 
weight; good Isis, I beseech thee! 74 

Iras. Amen. Dear teddees, hear that prayer 
of the people! for, as it In heart-bres o ug to see 
a handsome man loose-wived, so it is deadly 
sorrow to behold a foul knave uncockolded: 
therefore, dear Isis, keep decorum, and fortune 
him accordingly! >0 

Char . Amen. 

Akx. Lo, nowl If It lay in their hands to 
make me a cuckold. they would make themselves 
whores, but they’d do*t! *4 

Eno. Hush! hen cornea Antony. 

Char. Not he; the queen. 

Eater CLEOPATRA. 

Cleo. Saw yon my lord? 

Eno. No, lady. 

Cleo. Was he not here? ** 

Char, No, madm. 

Cleo. He wax dispos’d to r-irth; but on the 
sudden , 

A Roman thought hath struck Him. Enobarbusi 
Eno. Madam! 99 

Cleo. Seek Mm, and bring Mm hither. 
Where’s Alexas? 



n) 


Alex. Hero, at you »ervice. My lord ap¬ 
proaches. 

Enter antont, with a Messenger and 
Attendants. 

Cleo. We will not look upon him; go with ns. 

I Exeunt CLEOPATRA. ENOBARBUS, ALEXAS, 
ibas, charmian, Soothsayer, and Atten- 

Mess . Fulvia thy wife first came into the field. 
. 4 /it. Against my brother Lucius? 97 

Mess. Ay: 

But soon that war had end. and the time’s state 
Made friends of them, jointing their force 
’gainst Ctesar, >00 

Whose better issue in the war, from Italy 
Upon the first encounter drave them. 

Ant. Well, what worst? 

Mess. The nature of bad news infects the 
teller. 

Ant. When it concerns the fool, or coward. 
On; i °4 

Things drat are past are done with me. Tis 

thus: 

Who tells me true, though in his tale lay death, 
I hear him as he natter’d. 

Mess . Labicnus — 

This is stiff news—hath, with his Parthian force 
Extended Asia; from Euphrates <09 

His conquering banner snook form Syria 
To Lydia and to Ionia: whilst— 

Ant. Antony, thou wouldst say,— its 

Mess. Ol my lord. 

Ant. Speak to me home, mince not the general 
tongue; 

Name Cle.- atra as she is call’d in Rome; 

Rail thou tin Fulvia's phrase; and taunt my 
faults n« 

With such fiill licence as both truth and malice 
Have power to utter. Ol then we bring forth 
weeds 

When our quick winds lie still; and our ills told 

us 

Is as our earing. Fare thee wen awhile, iso 
Mess. At your noble pleasure. [Exit. 

Ant. From Sicyon, ho, the news I Speak 
there 1 

First Att. The man from Sicyon, is there 
such an one? 

See. Att. He stays upon yoor will. 

Ant. Let him appear. «4 

These strong Egyptian fetters I must break. 
Or lose myself m dotage. 

Enter another Messenger. 

What are you? 

See. Mess. Fulvia thy wife is dead. 

Ant, Where died she? 

See. Met*. In Sicyon: , 

Her length of sickness, with what die more 
. serious 

Imported! thee to know, this bears. 

l&rint a letter. 
Ant. Forbear me. 

{Exit Second Messenger. 
There's* great spirit gone! Thus did I desire it: 
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What our contempts do often hurl from us tjs 
We wish it ours again; the present pleasure. 

By revolution lowering, does become 
The opposite of itself: she’s good, being gone; 
The hand could pluck her back that shov’d her 
on. is* 

I must from this enchanting queen break off; 
Ten thousand harms, more thin the ills I know. 
My idleness doth hatch. How now! Enobarbus! 

Re-enter enobarbus. 

Eno. What’s your pleasure, sir? 140 

Ant. I must with haste from hence. 

Eno. Why, then, we kill ail our women. We 
see how mortal an unkindness is to them; if 
they suffer our departure, death ’«the word.144 
Ant. 1 must be gone. 

Eno. Under a compelling occasion let women 
die; it were pity to cast them away for nothing; 
though between them and a great cause they 
should be esteemed nothing. Cleopatra, catch¬ 
ing but the least noise of this, dies instantly; I 
have seen her die twenty times upon far poorer 
moment I do think there is mettle in death 
which commits some loving act upon her, she 
hath such a celerity in dying. 154 

Ant. She is cunning past man’s thought 
Eno. Alack! sir, no; her passions are made 
of nothing but the finest part of pure love. We 
cannot call her winds and waters sighs and 
tears; they are greater storms and tempests 
than almanacs can report: this cannot be 
cunning in her; if it be, she makes a shower of 
rain as well as Jove. 1** 

Ant. Would I had never seen her! 

Eno. O.sirlyouhadthenleftunseenawonder- 
ful piece of work which not to have been Messed 
withal would have discredited your travel. 

Ant. Fulvia is dead. 

Eno. Sir? 16* 

Ant. Fulvia is dead. 

Eno. Fulvia! 

Ant. Dead. . .... 

Eno. Why, sir, give the gods a thankftil sacri¬ 
fice. When it pleaseth their deities to take the 
wife of a man from him, it shows to man the 
tailors of the earth; comforting therein, that 
when old robes are worn out, there are members 
to make new. If there were no more women 
but Fulvia. then had you indeed a cut, and the 
case to be lamented: this grief is crowned with 
consolation; your old smock brings forth a new 
petticoat; and indeed the tears live hi an onion 
that should water this sorrow. 

Ant. The business she hath broached In the 
itate 

Cannot endure my absence. . «*4 

Eno. And the business you haw broached 
here cannot be without you; especially (hat of 
Cleopatra’s, which wholly depends on yoor 
abode. _ _ its 

Ant. No more light answers. Let our officers 
Have notice what we purpose. I shall break 
The cause of our expedience to the queen. 


And get her leave to part For not mans 19s 
Tiie death of Fulvia, with more urgent Soochea, 
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Do strongly speak to ax, but die tetters too 
Of many our contriving Mend* in Rome 
Petition us at borne. Sextos Pompeius 196 
Hath given the dan to Oesar, and commands 
The empire of the sea; our slippery people— 
Whose love is never link'd to the deserver 
Till his deserts an past—begin to throw soo 
Pompey the Great and all his dignities 
Upon his son; who, high in name and power. 
Higher than both in blood and life, stands up 
For the main soldier, whose quality, going on, 
The sides o' the world may danger. Much is 
breeding, 303 

Which, like the Conner’s hair, hath yet but life, 
And not a serpent’s poison, hay, our pleasun, 
To such whose place is under us, requins 308 
Our quick nmove from hence. 

Ena. 1 shall do it. [Exeunt. 

Scene HL— The Same. Another Room. 
Enter cuopatba, charmian, nuts, and 

ALEXAS. 

Cleo. Where is he? 

Char. I did not see him since. 

Cleo. See when he is, who’s with him, what 
he does; 

I did not send you: if you find him sad. 

Say I am dancing; if in mirth, mport 4 
Tint I am sudden sick: quick, and return. 

[Exit ALEX AS. 

Char. Madam, methinks, if you did love him 
dearly. 

You do not hold the method to enforce 
The like from him. 

Cleo. What should I do I do not? 8 

Char. In each thing give him way, cross him 
in nothing. 

Cleo. Thou teachest like a fool; the way to 
Ion him. 

Char. Tempt him not so too far; I wish, for¬ 
bear: 

In time we hate that which we often fear, u 
Bat here cocoes Antony. 

Enter ANTONY. 

Cleo. I am sick and sullen. 

Ant. I am sotry to give breathing to my pur- 

cSTSelp me away, dear Charmian, I shall 
fitU: 

It cannot be thus long, the sides of nature iA 
Will not sustain it. 

Ant. Now, my dearest queen,— 

Cfcp. Pray you, stand further from me. 
Ant. What’s the matter? 

Cleo. I know, by that same eye, there’s stone 
good news. 

What say* the married woman? You may go: 
Would she bad never riven you leave to cornel 
Let her not say 'til I that keep you here; 

I have no power upon you; hen yon ate. 

Ant. The gods best know,— 

Cleo. O I ncvsr was there queen 34 

So nririttlly betray’d; yes at the first 
flaw tbs- * 


Ant. Cleopatra,— 

Cleo. Why should I think you can be mine 
and true. 

Though you in swearing shake the throned 
gods, si 

Who have been false toFulvia? Riotoua mad- 
ness, 

To be entangled with those mouth-made vows. 
Which break themselves in swearing! 

Ant. Most sweet queen,— 

Cleo. Nay, pray you, seek no colour for your 
going, 33 

But bid farewell, and go: when you su’d stay¬ 
ing 

Then was the time for words; no going then: 
Eternity was in our Ups and eyes, 

Bliss in our brows bent; none oar parts so 
poor 36 

But was a race of heaven ; they ate so still. 

Or thou, the greatest soldier of the wodd. 

Art turn'd the greatest liar. 

Ant. How now, lady! 

Cleo. I would I had thy inches; thou should* t 
know 40 

There were a heart in Egypt. 

Ant. Hear me. queen: 

The strong necessity of time commands 
Our services awhile, but my full heart 
Remains in use with you. Our Italy 44 

Shines o’er with civil swords; Sextus Pompeius 
Makes his approaches to the port of Rome; 
Equality of two domestic powers 
Breeds scrupulous faction. The hated, grown 
to strength, 48 

Are newly grown to love; the condemn'd 
Pompey, 

Rich in his father’s honour, creeps apace 
Into the hearts of such as have not thriv’d 51 

Upon thepresentstate,whosenumbets threaten; 
And quietness, grown sick of rest, would purge 
By any desperate change. My more particular. 
And that which most with you should safe my 
going, t* 

Is Fulvia’s death. 36 

Cleo. Though age from folly could not givt 
me freedom. 

It does from childishness: can Fulvia die? 

Ant. She’s dead, my queen: 

Look here, and at thy sovereign leisure read so 
The gar boils she awak’d; at the last, best. 

See when and where she died. 

Cleo. O moat false love! 

Where be the sacred vials thou ahouidst fill 
With sorrowful water? Now I sea, I see, *4 

In Fulvia’s death, how mine receiv’d shall be. 
Ant. Quarrel no more, but be prepar’d to 
know 

The purposes I bear, which are or cease 
As you shall give the advice. By the fin 63 
That quickens Nilus* slims, I go from hence 
Thy soldier, servant, making peace or war 
As thou affoct'st. , 

Cleo. Cut my lace, Charmian, come: 
But let ft be: I am quickly ill, and weB; 71 

So Antony loves. _ __ 

My psecfcweqffsm, forbear. 
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And give true evidence to his love which standi Than what he chooses. 

An honourable trial. Cas. You are too Indulgent Let tig grant 

Cleo. So Fulvia told me. it is not 16 

I prithee, turn aside and weep for her; 76 Amiss to tumble on the bed of Ptolemy, 

Then bid adieu to me, and say the tears To give a kingdom for a mirth, to sit 
Belong to Egypt: good now, play one scene And keep the turn of tippling with a slave, 

Of excellent dissembling, and let it look To reel the streets at noon, and stand the 
Like perfect honour. buffet so 

Ant. You’ll heat my blood; no more. With knaves that smell of sweat; say this be* 
Cleo. You can do better yet, but this is comes him,— 

meetly. Si As his composure must be rare indeed 

Ant. Now, by my sword,— Whom these things cannot blemish,—yet must 

Cleo. And target. Still be mends; Antony 

But this is not the best. Look, prithee. Char- No way excuse his soils, when we do bear 34 
mian, So great weight in his lightness. If ho fill’d 

How this Herculean Roman does become 84 His vacancy with his voluptuousness. 

The carriage of his chafe. Full surfeits and the dryness of his bones 

Ant. I'll leave you, lady. Call on him for’t; but to confound such 

Cleo. Courteous lord, one word. time 18 


Sir, you and I must part, but that’s not it: 

Sir, you and I have lov’d, but there’s not it; 88 
That you know well: something it is I would,— 
OI my oblivion is a very Antony, 

And I am all forgotten. 

Ant. But that your royalty 

Holds idleness your subject, I should take you 
For idleness itself. 

Cleo. Tis sweating labour 93 

To bear such idleness so near the heart 
As Cleopatra this. But, sir, forgive me; 

Since my becomings kill me when they do not 96 
Eye wen to you: your honour calls you hence; 
Therefore be deaf to my unpitied folly, 

And all the gods go with you! Upon your sword 
Sit laurel victory I and smooth success 100 
Be screw'd before your feet! 

Ant. Let us go. Come; 

Our separation so abides and flies, 

That thou, residing here, go’st yet with me, 
And I, hence fleeting, here remain with thee. 104 
Away] l Exeunt. 


That drums him from his sport, and speaks aa 
loud 

As his own state and ours, *tis to be chid 
As we rate boys, who, being mature in know¬ 
ledge. 

Pawn their experience to their present pleasure. 
And so rebel to judgment. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Lep. Here’s more news. 33 

Mess. Thy biddings have been done, and 
every hour. 

Most noble Caesar, ahalt thou have report 
How 'tis abroad. Pompey is strong at sea, 3 « 
And it appears he is belov'd of those - 
That only have fear’d Cesar; to the ports 
The discontents repair, and men's report? 

Give him much wrong’d. 

Com. I should have known no less. 

It hath been taught us from the primal state, 41 
That he which is was wish’d until he were; 
And the ebb'd man, ne’er lov'd till ne’er worth 
love. 

Comes dear’d by being lack’d. This common 
body, 44 

Like to a vagabond Sag upon the stream. 
Goes to and back, lackeying the varying tide. 
To rot itself with motion. 

Mess. Casar, I bring thee word, 

Mepecrates and Menas, famous pirates, 48 
Make the sea serve them, which they ear and 
wound 


Scene IV.— Rome. A Room in cjbak’s 
House. 

Enter Octavius cesasl, lepidus, and 
Attendants. 

Cm. You may see, Lepidus, and henceforth 
know, 

It is not Csesaris natural vice to hate _ 

This SSo Mv^hcfahK^driidiTand wastes 4 WitiTkeejs of every kind nmany hot inroads 
T*« lamps of night in revel; is not more man- 

Than Cleopatra, nor the queen of Ptolemy volt; - 5 * 

More womanly than he; hardly gave audience, No vessel can peep forth, but tis aa soon 

Taken as seen: for Pompey’a name strikes more 
Vouchsaf’d to think he had partners: you shall Than could his war resisted. 

find there 8 Cas. Antony, 

A man who is the abstract of all faults Leave thy lascivious wassails. When th ou once 

That all men follow Wast beaten from Modena, where thou slew st 

Lep. i mutt not tW"k them are Hirtius and Fansa, consuls, at tby heel 

Evils f mwr to all hit goodness; Didfaminefollow.whomthoufought’stsninit, 

* astbe spoteofbeaven,is Though daintily brought up, with patience 

More fiery by night** blackness; hereditary more _ . a..” 

Rather purchas'd; what he cannot change Than savages c ou l d sufler; thou didst driak 
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The stale of hones and the gilded puddle 
Which beasts would cough at; thy palate then 
did deign 

The roughest berry on the rudest hedge; 64 
Yea, like the stag, when snow the pasture sheets. 
The barks of trees thou browsed’st; on the Alps 
It is reported thou didst eat strange flesh. 
Which some did die to look on; and all this— 68 
It wounds thy honour that I speak it now— 
Was borne so like a soldier, that thy cheek 
So much as tank'd not. 

Lep. ’Tis pity of him. 

Cat. Let his shames quickly 7> 

Drive him to Rome. ’Tis time we twain 
Did show ourselves i’ the field; and to that end 
Assemble me immediate council; Pompey 
Thrives in our idleness. 

Lap. To-morrow, Caesar, 76 

I shall be furnish’d to inform you rightly 
Both what by sea and land I can be able 
To front this present time. 

Cat. Till which encounter. 

It is my business too. Farewell. 80 

Lep. Farewell, my lord. What you shall 
know meantime 

Of stirs abroad, I shall beseech you, sir. 

To let me be partaker. 

Cat. Doubt not, sir: 

I knew it for my bond. [ Exeunt. 

Scene V.— Alexandria. A Room in the 
Palace. 

Enter Cleopatra, chakmlan, dlas, and 
MASLDLAN. , 

Cleo. Channiant 
Char. Madam! 

Cleo. Ha, ha! 

Give me to drink mandragora. 

Char. Why, madam? 4 

Cleo. That I might sleep out this great gap 
of time 

My Antony is away. 

Char. You think of him too much. 

Cleo. O! 'tis treason. 

Char. Madam, I trust, not so. 

Cleo. Thou, eunuch Mardian! 

Mar. What’s your highness’ pleasure? 8 
Cleo. Not now to hear thee sing; I take no 
pleasure 

In aught a eunuch has. Tis well for thee, 
That, being unsemi oar’d, thy fleer thoughts 
May not fly forth at Egypt. Haat thou affec¬ 
tions? is 

Mar. Yes, gradous madam. 

Cleo. Indeed! 

Mar. Not in deed, madam; for I can do 
nothing 

But what in deed is honest to be done; 16 
Yet have I fierce affections, and think 
What Venus did with Mars. 

Cleo. O Charmlanl 

Where think’st thou he is now? Stands he, or 
rite he? 

Or does be walk? or is he on his hone? so 
O happy Ban* to hear, tbs weight of Antony! 


Do bravely, bone, for wot’at thou whom thou 
mov’st? 

The demi-Atlas of this earth, the arm 
And burgonet of men. He’s speaking now, 14 
Or murmuring ‘Where’s my serpent of old 
Nile?’ 

For so he calls me. Now I feed myself 
With most delicious poison. Think on me. 
That am with Phoebus’ amorous pinches black. 
And wrinkled deep in time? Broad-flouted 
Cssar, >9 

When thou wast hem above the ground I was 
A morse] for a monarch, and great Pompey 
Would stand and make his eyes grow in my 
brow; 32 

Them would he anchor his aspect and die 
With looking on bis life. 

Enter alexas. 

Alex. Sovereign of Egypt, had I 

Cleo. How much unlike art thou Mark 
Antony 1 

Yet, coming from him, that great medicine 
hath 36 

With his tinct gilded thee. 

How goes it with my brave Mark Antony? 

Alex. Last thing he did, dear queen. 

He kiss’d, the last of many doubled kisses, 40 
This orient pearL His speech sticks in my heart. 
Cleo. Mine ear must pluck it thence. 

Alex. 'Good friend,* quoth he, 

‘Say, the firm Roman to great Egypt sends 
This treasure of an oyster; at whose foot, 44 
To mend the petty present, I will piece 
Her opulent throne with kingdoms; all the east. 
Say thou, shall call her mistress.’ So he nodded. 
And soberly did mount an arm-gaunt steed, 48 
Who neigh’d so high that what I would have 
spoke 

Was beastly dumb’d by him. 

Cleo. What! was be sad or merry? 

Alex. Like to the tinge o’ the year between 
the extremes 

Of hot and cold; he was nor sad nor merry. ;> 
Cleo. O well-divided disposition! Note him, 
Note him, good Chaimian, ’tis the man; but 
note him: 

He was not sad, for be would shine on those 
That make their looks by his; he was not 
merry, 5 * 

Which seem’d to tell them his remembrance lay 
In Egypt with his Joy: but between both; 

O heavenly mingle! Be’st thou sad or merry, 
The violence of either thee becomes, 60 
So does it no man die. Mett’st tbou my posts ? 

Alex. Ay, madam, twenty severs) meeiengers. 

Why do you send *0 thick? 

cleo. Who’s born that day 

When I forget to send to Ante ,, 64 

Shall die a beggar. Ink and paper, Channlan. 
Welcome, my good Alexas, Did t, Chaimian, 
Ever love Caaar so? 

Char. _ O! that brave Casssr. , 

Cleo. Be chok’d with such another empb**“ ! 
Say the brave Antony. . „ 

Char. The vaHent Oeaarl 
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Cfao. By lab, I will give thee bloody teeth, Is twice 
If thou with Casar paragon again 
My man of men. 

Char. By your moat gracious pardon, 72 
I sing but after you. 
do. My salad days 


ANTONY AND CLEOPATOA 

IS IW2WV mt> other twain. But let us fear 
The higher our opinion, that our stirring 36 
Can from the Up of Egypt’s widow [duck 
The ne’er-lust-wearied Antony. 

Men. I cannot hope 

Caesar and Antony shall well greet together; 


C&o - My salad days* Caesar and Antony shall well greet topemer; 

When i was green in Judgment, cold in blood. His wife that's dead did 
To say as I said then! But come, away; HU brother warr d upon him, alt est* - think 
Get me ink and paper: 


un me uia »uu _ 

He have every day a several greeting. 
Or ril unpeople Egypt. 


Mis wue mat s aeau uiu trespasser w 
HU brother warr’d upon him, although I think 
76 Not mov’d by Antony. 


ACT n 

Sena V—Messina. A Room in pompey’s 
House. 

Enter poupzy, menecsates, and menas. 


enng, Pom. I know not, Men as, 

I Exeunt. How lesser enmities may give way to greater. 

Were’t not that we stand up against them all 44 
*Twere pregnant they should square between 
themselves. 

For they have entertained cause enough 
To draw their swords; but how the fear of u* 
May cement their division* and bind up 4* 


fJtTff F (Ami, nUNCCKAlU, WIU msnAU. XYXay WClllCIU UKU tUTtMVSJV «***-* ' 

ft-Sjf *Ue great gods be Just, they shall 

Our lives upon, to use our strongest h a nd s. 
Come, Menas. [Exeunt. 


Scene II.— Rome. A Room in lepedus* 
House. 


The deeds of justest men. 

Mene. Know, worthy Pompey, 

That what they do (Way, they not deny. 

Pom. Whiles we are suitor* to their throne, 
decay* , * 

The thing we sue for. n . Enter enobarbus and lepidus. 

ssfesssp-'isssar^ 

B?-ggg? jjg ^^ t^fa^rStog’hope To answer like himself: if Caaar move him, 4 
In Egypt sits at dinner, and w>U make_“ 


IQ CKYUl OILS at UIUUM) “**“"“* 

No wan without doon; Cnsar gets money 


He knee hearts; Lepidus flatten both, 

Of both is flatter'd; but he neither love*. 

Nor either caret for him. 

Mem. Cmar and Lepidus 16 

An in dm Add; a mighty stompth they carry. 

Pom. Where have you this? r t» false- 
Men. From Silvius, sir. 

Pom. He dreams; I know they are in Rome 

Loaklngfor Antony. But all the charms oflove, 

Salt Cleopatra, soften thy wan d lipl 
Let witchcnft)oin with beauty, lust with both! 

Tie up the libertine in a field of feasts. 

Keep fait brain Aiming; Epicurean cooks *4 
Sharpen with cloyleas sauce his appetite. 

That sleep and feeding may prorogue bis honour 
Even till a Lethe'd datoenl 

Enter VAMMXM. 

How now, Varriusl 
Var. TM> la moat certain that I shall de- 
Uvar: *• 

Mark Antony it every hmir in Ronwi 
Expected; he went ftom Egypt t» 

A Rise* for further travel. _ 

Pom. I could have given leu matter •*"» ^ T 

Tte^isS^ 1 ^> d uU ‘ha^donn’d& Toochyou the 

For such a petty war; hi* aoldienhip Nor cunmeu grow to the matter. 


Were I the wearer of Antoniua beard, 

I would not shave’t to-day. _ . 

Lep. Hanot a time » 

For private stomaching. 

Eno. Every time 

Serves for the matter that is then bom to t 
Lep. But small to greater matter s must give 
way. 

Eno. Not if the small come first 
Lep. Your speech is i passion; is 

But pray you, stir no embus up. Here comes 
The noble Antony. 

Enter ANTONY and vented tut 
Eno. And yonder, Cttar. 

Enter oesak, iucmi*s,and aoeot*. 

Ant. If we compote well here, to Parma. 
H»^ye,Ventidlu». idonotknoWi 

M Sr Ii ‘ lkA griP P «-Noble friends, ' 
That which combin’d us was moat groat «» 

Ipt not 

A 1 — r*r action rend us. What’s smite, 
Msyitbe gently heard; when we d ebate ao 
Our trivial difference loud, we do coimwit 
Murder to hading wounds; then, noble part- 


earnestly beseech,— 
sourest points with 
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(act b 


Ant. Tig spoken well. 

Wens we before our armies, and to fight, 

I should do thus. 

Cas. Welcome to Rome. as 

Ant. Thank you. 

Cas. Sit. 

Ant. Sit, sir. 

Cas. Nay, then. 32 

Ant. I learn, you take things ill which are 
not so. 

Or being, concern you not. 

Cas. I must be laugh’d at 

If, or for nothing or a little, 1 
Should say myself offended, and with you 36 
Chiefly i' the world; more laugh’d at that I 
should 

Once name you derogately, when to sound your 
name 

It not concern’d me. 

Ant. My being in Egypt, Caesar, 

What was’t to you? 4° 

Cas. No more than my redding herb »t 
Rome 

Might be to you in Egypt; yet, if you there 
Did practise on my state, your being in Egypt 
Might be my question. 

Ant. How intend you, practis'd? 44 

Cas. You may be pleas'd to catch at mine 
intent 

By what did here befall me. Your wife and 
brother 

Made wars upon me, and their contestation 
Was theme for you, you were the word of war. 
Ant. You do mistake your business; my 
brother never 49 

Did urge me in his act: I did inquire it; 

And have my teaming from some true reports. 
That drew their swords with you. Did he not 
rather 5a 

Discredit my authority with yours, 

And make the wan alike against my stomach. 
Having alike your cause? Ofthisrayletten 
Before did satisfy yon. If you 11 patch a 
quarrel, 5 s 

As matter whole you n’ have to make it with. 
It must not be with this. 

.Cm. You praise yourself 

By laying defects of Judgment to me, but 
You patch’d up your excuses. 

. Ant. Not 10, not so; «o 

I know you could not tack, I am certain on’t. 
Very necessity of this thought, that I, 

Yota partner in the cause ’gainst which be 
fought. 

Could not with graceful eyes attend those wan 
Which fronted mine own peace. As for my 
wife, 6 j 

I would you had her spirit in such another: 
The third o’ the world is yours, which with a 

«nimf 

Yoo may pace easy, but not inch a wife. 68 
Eno. Would we had all such wives, that the 
men might go to wan with the women! 

Am. So m uch uncurbeble, her garboOs, 
Cnar, 

Made out ofharinpatterrai which not warned 


Shrewdness of policy too,— I grieving grant 73 
Did you too much disquiet; for that you must 
But say I could not help it. 

Cas. I wrote to yon 

When rioting in Alexandria; you 76 

Did pocket up my letters, and with taunts 
Did gibe my missive out of audience. 

Ant. Sir. 

He fell upon me, ere admitted: then 
Three kings 1 had newly feasted, and did want So 
Of what I was i’ the morning; but next day 
I told him of myself, which was as much 
As to have ask’d him pardon. Let this fellow 
Be nothing of our strife; if we contend, S4 
Out of our question wipe him. 

Cas, You have broken 

The article of your oath, which you shall never 
Have tongue to charge me with. 

Lep. Soil, Casarl 

Ant. No, 

Lepidus, let him speak: ts 

The honour’s sacred which he talks on now. 
Supposing that I tack'd it. But on, Cesar; 
fhe article of my oath. 

Cas. To lend me arms and aid when I re¬ 
quir'd them, as 

The which you both denied. 

Ant. Neglected, rather; 

And then, when poison’d hours had bound me 
up 

From mine own knowledge. As nearly as I may, 
I’ll play the penitent to you; nut mine honesty 
Shall not make poor my greatness, nos my 
power »7 

Work without it. Truth is, that Fulvia, 

To have me out of Egypt, made wars here; 
For which myself, the ignorant motive, do tee 
So far ask pardon as befits mine honour 
To stoop in such a case. 

Lep. Tis noble spoken. 

Mec. If it might please you, to enfocce no 
further 

The griefs between ye: lo forget them quite 104 
Were to remember that the present need 
Speaks to atone you. 

Lep. Worthily spoken, Mncsmas. 

Eno. Or, if you borrow one another’s love 
for the instant, you may, when you hen no 
more winds of Pompey, return it again: you 
shall have time to wtangle in when you nave 
nothing else to do. in 

Ant. Thou art a soldier only; speak no more. 
Eno. That truth sh ou ld be silent I had almost 
forgot. 

Ant. Yon wrong this' pretence; there fore 
speak no more. 

Eno. Go to, then; your considerate stone. 1 
Cas. I do not much dislike the mattes, but 
The manner of his speech; for it cannot be 
We shall remain in fnendihipb our conditions 
So differing in their acts. Yet, if I knew «w 
What hoop should hold os stanch, from edge to 
edge 

O' tbe world I would pnrsae it. 

Agr. Give me leave, Cnssr. 

Cos. Speak. Agrippa. 
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Cat. With most gladness; m 

And do invite you to my sister's view. 

Whither straight I'll lead you. 

Ant. Let us, Lepidus, 

Not lack your company. 

Lep. Noble Antony, 

Not sickness should detain me. 

[Flourish. Exeunt CiSAB, antony, 
and lepidus. 

Mee. Welcome from Egypt, sir. 

Eno. Half the heart of Osar, worthy Mc¬ 
Gee nas! My honourable friend, Agrippat 
Agr. Good Enobarbus! . 180 

Mec. We have cause to be glad that matters 


Agr. Thou hast a stater by the mother’s side, 

Admir’d Octavia; great Mark Antony »J 
Is now a widower. . 

Cess. Say not so, Agrippa: 

If Cleopatra heard you, your reproof 
Were well deserv’d of rashness. , 133 

Ant. I am not married, Cesar; let me hear 
Agrippa further speak. 

Agr. To hold you 111 perpetual amity, 

To make you brothers, and to knit your 
hearts . 131 

With an unslippmg knot, take Antony 
Octavia to his wife; whose beauty claims 

Whose'vfrrtieand vrtiose'general^acra'spcak are^weT^tXlfouTtaTcd well byTi 

That which none else can utter, By this mar- Eggt ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ of coun _ 

sjgSlaSSBS 

Would then be nothing; truths would be but true? 

1 . _ IAO 


Lie ; 

Eno. This was but as a fly by an eagle; we 
had much more monstrous matter of feast, 
which worthily deserved noting. , 

Mec. She’s a most triumphant lady, if report 

^Lno^When she first met Mark Antony she 
pursed up his heart, upon the river of Cydnus. 

Agr. There she appeared indeed, or my re¬ 
porter devised well for her. 197 

u» 'nw"bary , she t sat y in! 1 Uke a burnish’dthrone, 
- - Burn’d on the water: the poop was beaten gold, 

Hta^werunmocta^-^T 1 * 91 " 

A good purpose, th*£ fid*|ows, Whichto the ’tune of flutes kept stroke, and 

The water which they beat to foUow faster, 

TL - 1__ _r I .tk.rr nAVPm in mir OVCS 


tales 140 

Where now half tales be truths; her love to both 
Would each to other and all loves to both 
Draw after her. Pardon what I have spoke, 
For ’tta a studied, not a present thought, 144 

By duty ruminated._ 

Ant. Will Caesar speak? 

Cas. Not till he hears how Antony is touch d 
With what is spoke already. . , 

Ant What power is in Agrippa, 

If I would say, ‘Agrippa, be it so,’ 

To make this good? 


1 he water wracn vucy u«w ivuv- —» - 

As amorous of their strokes. For her own per 

It beggar’d all description; she did lie 
In her pavilion,—cloth-of-gold of tissue, 

a sisier 1 oequcaui juu, r.“ -,,, nvr-nicturinp that Venus where we see *0* 

Did ever love so dearly; let her live »57 O jP ™^ work nalure; 0 n each side her 

To join our kingdoms and our hearts, and never Stw ^^ tt y. d j m pied boys, like smiling Cupids, 
Fly off our loves again! „ _, iiriVca;„,^L-r,lr,iir’d fans, whose wind did seem 


r uiwici uu» auv ui • _-. 

The heart of brothers govern m our loves 
And^rway our great designs^ bmhaD± 

A sister I bequeath you, whom no brother 

rv .i _1__lot Hor livf* 


Stood pretty-dimpled boys, like snming yupias, 

l|&^S ;hich * heydidcoo, ’ 


For teSSi laid strange courtesies and grea 
Of late upon me; I must thank him only. 

Lest my remembrance suffer ill report. 

At heel of that, defy him. 

Up. Time calls upon s: 104 

Of us must Pompey presently be sought. 

Or else he seeks out us. 

Ant Where lies he? 

Cas. About the Mount Mistnum. 


~I~ r O! rare for Antony. “3 

Eno. Her gentlewomen, like the Nereides, 
So many mermaids, tended Iter i the eyes. 
And made their bends adorning*. at , ht -™ 
A seeming mermaid steers; thewlken tackle 
SweU with the touches of those flower-soft 

ThatAfarely frame the office. From the barge 


Ant. 

Great and Increasing; hut by sea res 

Hete ( anabsolute master. sote0jeftin# 

Would we had spoke together 1 Haste weforrt; 
Yet, ere we put ourselves in arms* dispatch we 
The business we have talk d oL 


fc“hta strength 3 fMtarem 

What s hisstrengtn Her ^pje out u^u^d Xntmry, 


Whistling to the alrj which, bat for vacancy. 
Had gone to gaze on Cleopatra too sag 

And made ‘ *» pia Rare Egyptian! 

Ena. Upon h« landing. Antony sent 10 her. 


it 
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(ACTS 


Invited her to supper; she replied sis 

It should be better he became her guest. 
Which she entreated. Our courteous Antony, 
Whom ne’er the word of 'No' woman heard 
speak. 

Being barber'd ten times o'er, goes to the feast. 
And, for his ordinary pays his heart >33 
For what his eyes eat only. 

Agr. Royal wench! 

She made great Casar lay his sword to bed; 
He plough d her, and she cropp'd. 

Eno. I saw her onoe 

Hop forty paces through the public street; 237 
And having lost her breath, she spoke, and 
panted 

That she did make defect perfection. 

And, breathless, power breathe forth. >40 
Mec. Now Antony must leave her utterly. 
Eno. Never: he will not: 

Age cannot wither her, nor custom stale 
Her infinite variety: other women cloy >44 
The appetites they feed, but she makes hungry 
Where most she satisfies; for vilest things 
_ Become themselves in her, that the holy priests 
Bless her when she is riggish. 248 

Mec. If beauty, wisdom, modesty, can settle 
The heart of Antony, Octavia is 
A blessed lottery to him. 

Agr. Let us go. 

Good Snobarbus, make yourself my guest s$a 
Whilst you abide here. 

Eno. Humbly, sir, I thank you. 

(Exeunt. 


Scene TO..—The Same. A Room hi GCSAft’S 
Bouse. 

Enter Cesar, antony, octavia between them; 
Attendants. 

Ant. The «orld and my great office will some¬ 
times 

Divide me from your bosom. 

Oct. All which time 

Before the gods my knee shall bow my prayers 
To than for you. 

Ant.. Good night, sir. My Octavia, 4 
Read not my htemishes in the world’s report; 
I have not kept my square, but that to come 
Shall all be done by the rule. Good night, dear 
lady. 

Oct. Good night, sir. s 

Cess. Good BiziA 

(Exeunt ciiSAS and octavia. 


Egyp ti 

Sooth. Wouidlhsd never come from thence, 


Enter Soothsayer. 

Ant. Now, steah; you do wish yourself in 

sS " 1 

nor you 
Thither! 

Ant. Ifyoocsa, yourisasonl. 

Sooth. I gee it in 

My motion, have it not in my tongue: but yet 
Hm you to Egypt again. 

Aat Say to see. 


Whose fortunes shad rise higher, Casar’t or 
mine? 16 

Sooth. Ctesar's. 

Therefore, O Antony! stay not by his side; 
Thy demon—that’s thy spirit which keeps thee, 

—is 

Noble, courageous, high, unmatchable, so 
Where Caesars is not; but near him thy angel 
Becomes a fear, as being o’erpower’d; therefore 
Make space enough between you. 

Ant. Speak this no more. 

Sooth. To none but thee; no more but when 
to thee. >4 

If thou dost play with him at any game 
Thou art sure to lose, and, of that natural luck, 
He beats thee'gainst theodds; thy lustre thickens 
When he shines by. I say again, thy spirit si 
Is all afraid to govern thee near him, 

But he away, *tis noble. 

Ant. Get thee gone: 

Say to Ventidius I would speak with him. 

[Exit Soothsayer. 
He shad to Parthia. Be it art or hap 3s 
He hath spoken true; the very dice obey him. 
And in our sports my better cunning faints 
Under his chance; if we draw lots he speeds. 
His cocks do win the battle still of mine 38 
When it is ad to nought, and Ms quails ever 
Beat mine, inhoop'd, at odds. I wfli to Egypt; 
And though I make this marriage for my peace, 
I’ the east my pleasure lies. 

Enter ventidius. 

Ol come, Ventidius, 40 
You must to Parthia; your commission’s ready; 
Follow me, and receive’t. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV.— The Same. A Street 
Enter lepidus, mecenas, and achuppa. 
hep. Trouble yourselves no farther; pray you 
hasten v . 

Your generals after. 

Apr. Sir, Mark Antony 

Wffl e’en but Iriss Octavia, and we’ll follow. 
hep. Tfll I shall see you in your soldier’s 
dress, 

Which will become you both, farewell 
Mec. We shall. 

As I conceive die Journey, be at die Mount 
Before you, Lepidus. 

hep. Your way is shorter; 

My purposes do draw me much about: I 

You’d win two days upon me. 

) Sir, good success! 

hep. Farewell. [Exeunt. 

Sena V.— Alexandria. A Room in the Patace. 
Earn CLEOPATRA, CHAMOAN, DUS, AUXAS, 

and Attendant. 

Geo. Give me some music; music, moody 
food 

Of us that made in love. 

The nirair. hoi 
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Enter MAKDIAN. 

Cleo. Let it alone; let’s to billiards: come, 
Charmian. 

Char. My arm is sore; best play with Mar- 

4 

Cleo. As well a woman with a eunuch play’d 
As with a woman. Come, you’ll play with me, 
sir! 

Mar. As well as I can, madam. 

Cleo. And when good will is show’d, though’t 
come too short, 8 

The actor may plead pardon. I'll none now. 
Give me min e angle; we’ll to the river: there— 
My music playing far off—I will betray 
Tawny-finn’d fishes; my bended hook shall 
pierce is 

Their slimv Jaws; and, as I draw them up. 

I’ll think them every one an Antony, 

And say, ‘Ah, hai' you’re caught. 

Char. Twas merry when 

You wager'd on your angling; when your diver 
Did hang a salt-fish on his hook, which be 17 
With fervency drew up. 

Cleo. That time— O times!— 

I laugh’d him out of patience; and that night 
I laugh’d him into patience: and next mom. 20 
Ere the ninth hour, I drunk him to his bed : 
Then put my tires and mantles on him, whilst 
I wore his sword Philippan. 

Enter a Messenger. 

O! from Italy; 

Ram thou thy fruitful tidings in mine ears, 14 
That long time have been barren. 

Mess. Madam, madam.— 

Cleo. Antony's dead! if thou say so, villain. 
Thou kill’st thy mistress; but well and free, 

If thou so yield him , there is gold, and here ss 
My bluest veins to kiss: a hand that kings 
Have lipp’d, and trembled kissing. 

Mess. First, madam, he is well. 

Cleo. Why, there's more gold. 

But, sirrah, mark, we use 32 

To say the dead are well: bring it to that, 

Die gold I give thee will I melt, and pour 
Down thy ill-uttering throat. 

Mess. Good madam, hear me. 

_ Cleo. Well, go to, I will; 3« 

But there's no goodness in thy face; if Antony 
Be free and healthful, so tart a favour 
To trumpet such good tidings! if not well, 
Thou shouldst come like a Fury crown’d with 
snakes, 40 

Not like a formal man. 

Mess. Will’t please you hear me? 

Cleo. I have a mind to strike thee ere thou 
speak’st: 

Yet, if thou say Antony lives, is well. 

Or friends with Cesar, or not captive to him, 
Hi set thee in a shower of gold, and bail 43 
Rich pearls upon thee. . , 

Mess, Madam, he's wdL 

Cleo. Well said. 

Mess. And friends with Qatar. 

Cleo. , Thou'rt ait honeat man. 


Mess. Ctesar and he are greater friends than 
ever. 48 

Cleo. Make thee a fortune from me. 

Mess. But yet, madam,— 

Cleo. I do not like 'but yet,’ it does allay 
The good precedence; fie upon 'but yeti* 

* But yet* is as a gaoler to bring forth si 
Some monstrous malefactor. Prithee, friend. 
Pour out the pack of matter to mine ear. 

The good and bad together. He’s friends with 
Cesar: 

In state of health, thou sayst; and thou sayst, 
free. 56 

Mess. Free, madam! no; I made no such 
report: 

He’s bound unto Octavia. 

Cleo. For what good turn? 

Mess. For the best turn i’ the bed. 

Cleo. I am pale, Charmian! 

Mess. Madam, he’s married to Octavia. <0 
Cleo. The most infectious pestilence upon 
thee! [Strikes him down. 

Mess. Good madam, patience. 

Cleo. What say you? Hence, 

[Strikes him again. 

Horrible villain! or m spurn thine eyes 
Like bails before me: Fll unhair thy head: 64 
[She hales him up and down. 
Thou shalt be whipp’d with wire, and stew’d in 
brine. 

Smarting in lingering pickle. 

Mess. Gracious madam, 

I, that do bring the news made not the match. 
Cleo. Say’tfr not so, a province I will give 
thee, 68 

And make thy fortunes proud; the blow thou 
hadst 

Shall make thy peace for moving me to rage. 
And I will boot thee with what gift beside 
Thy modesty can beg. 

Mess. He’s married, madam. 72 

Cleo. Rogue! thou hast liv’d too long. 

[Draws a knife. 
Mess. Nay, then FD run. 

What mean you, madam? I have made no 
fault. [£xtt. 

Char. Good madam, keep yourself within 
yourself; 

The man is innocent. 76 

Cleo. Some innocents’scape not the thunder¬ 
bolt. 

Melt Egypt into Nile! and kindly creatures 
Tum all to serpents! Call the slave again: 
Though I am mad, I wifi not bite him. CaU. so 
Char. He is afeard to come. 

Cleo. I will not hurt him. 

[ fr it CHAXMMN. 
These hands do lack nobility, that they strike 
A meaner than myself; since I myself 
Have given myself the cause. 

Re-enter chamcan, and Messenger. 

Come hither, dr. <4 
Though it be honest, it is never good 
To bring had news; give to a gradou* r 
A host of tongues, but let iB tidings teB 
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Themselves when they be felt. 

Mess. I have done my doty. 

Cleo. Is he married? s» 

I cannot hate thee worser than I do 
If thou again say ‘Yes.’ 

Mess. He’s married, madam. 

Cleo. The gods confound thee! dost thou 
hold there still? s* 

Mess. Should I lie, madam? 

Cleo. Ol I would thou didst. 

So half my Egypt were submerg'd and made 
A cistern for scal’d snakes. Go, get thee hence; 
Hadst thou Narcissus in thy face, to me 96 
Thouwouldstappearmostugly. Heismarried? 
Mess. I crave your highness’ pardon. 

Cleo. He is married? 

Mess. Takenooffencethatlwouldnotofiend 
you: 

To punish me for what you make me do 100 
Seems much unequal; he’s married to Octavia. 
Cleo. Ol that his fault should make a knave 
of thee. 

That art not what thou’rt sure of. Get thee 
hence: 

The merchandise which thou hast brought from 
Rome r °4 

Ate all too dear for me; lie they upon thy hand 
And be undone by ’em! [Exit Messenger. 
Char. Good your highness, patience. 

Cleo. In praising Antony I have disprais'd 
Cesar. 

Char. Many times, madam. 

Cleo. I am paid for't now. roS 

Lead me from hence; 

I faint O Iras! CharmianI Tis no matter. 

Go to the fellow, good Alexas; bid him 
Report the feature of Octavia, her years, m 
Her inclination, let him not leave out 
The colour of her hair: bring me word quickly. 

{Exit ALEXAS. 

Lethfmfor ever go:—let him not—Chatmian!— 
Though he be painted one way like a Gorgon, 
The other way’s a Mars. J To imxdmn.] Bid 
you Alexas tty 

Bring me word how tall she is. Pity me, Cbar- 
mlan. 

But do not speak to me. Lead me to my chamber. 

I Exeunt. 

Scene VI.— Near Misemtm. 

Flourish. Enter pompey and uenas, at one side, 
with drum and trumpet; at the other , ccsar, 

ANTONY, LEPIDtTS, ENOBAEWIE, MSCSKNAS, with 
Soldiers marching. 

fom. Your hostages I have, to have yon 
mine; 

And we shall talk before we fight ^ _ 

Cas. Most meet 

That first we come to Words, and therefore have 
we 

Our written purposes before ns sent; 4 

Which if thoin hast consider'd, let us know 
UUmM tie op thy discontented sword, 

J&M'mtti y hack tq SjcOy-mucfa tfflyouth , 

That else ment perish hem. 


[act q 


Pom, To you all three, I 

The senators alone of this Heat world. 

Chief factors for the gods, I do not know 
Wherefore my father should revengers want 
Having a son and friends; since Julius Cxsar, 
Who at Philippi the good Brutus ghosted, 13 
There saw you labouring for him. What was’t 
That mov’d pale Cassius to conspire ? and what 
Made the all-honour'd, honest Roman, Brutus, 
With the arm’d rest courtiers of beauteous free¬ 
dom, 17 

To drench the Capitol, but that they would 
Have one man but a man? And that is it 
Hath made me rig my navy, at whose burden 20 
The anger’d ocean foams, with which I meant 
To scourge the ingratitude that despiteful Rome 
Cast on my noble father. 

Cas. Take your time. 

Ant. Thou canst not fear us, Pompey, with 
thy sails; 34 

We’ll speak with thee at sea: at land, thou 
know’st 

How much we do o’er-count thee. 

Pom. At land, indeed. 

Thou dost o'er-count me of my father’s bouse; 
But, since the cuckoo builds not for himself, 2* 
Remain in’t as thou mavst. 

Lep. Be pleas’d to tell us— 

For this is from the present—how you take 
The offers we have sent you. 

Cas. There’s the point. 

Ant. Which do not be entreated to, but 
weigh 33 

What it it worth embrac’d. 

Cas. And what may follow. 

To try a larger fortune. 

Pom. You have made me offer 

Of Sicily, Sardinia; and I must 
Rid all the sea of pirates; then, to send 36 
Measures of wheat to Rome; this ’greed upon. 
To part with unhack’d edges, and bear bask 
Our targets undinted. v 

Cas. \ 

Ant. J That’s our offer. 

Lep. I 

Pom. Know, then. 

I came before you here a man prepar’d 4 ° 
To take this offer; but Mark Antony 
Put me to some impatience. Though I lose 
The praise of it by telling, you must know. 
When Cesar and your brother were at blows, 44 
Your mother came to Sicily and did find 
Her welcome friendly. 

Ant. I have heard it, Pompey; 

And am well studied far a liberal tiiankt 
Which I do owe you. 

Pom. Let me have your hand: 4 * 

l did not think, sir, to have met you here. . 

Ant. The beds i’tbeeast are soft; and thanks 

me timelier Burn my purpoee hither, 
For I have gain’d by’1. 

Cas. , Since I saw you lari; P 

There it k change upon you. 

Pom. ~ WeH, I know not 

What counts bar* Fortune casts upon my fa^= 
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But in my bosom shall she never come 
Xo make my heart her vassal. 

Eep. Well met hem. s« 

Pom. Ihopeso.Lepidus. Thus we are agreed. 
I crave our composition may be written 
And seal'd between us. 

Cat. That's the next to do. 

Pom. We’ll feast each other ere we part; and 
let’s 60 

Draw lots who shall begin. 

Ant. That will I, Pompey. 

Pom. No, Antony, take the lot: 

But, first or last, your fine Egyptian cookery 
Shall have the fame. I have heard that Julius 
Casar 64 

Grew fat with feasting there. 

Ant. You have heard much. 

Pom. I have fair meanings, sir. 

Ant. And fair words to them. 

Pom. Then, so much have I heard; 

And I have heard Apollodorus carried— 68 
Eno. No more of that: he did so. 

Pom. What, I ptay you? 

Eno. A certain queen to C«esar in a mattress. 
Pom. I know thee now; how fai’st thou, 
soldier? 

Eno. WeU; 

And we 0 am like to do; for I perceive 7a 
Four feasts are toward. 

Pom. Let me shake thy hand; 

I never hated thee. I have seen thee fight, 
When I have envied thy behaviour. 

Eno. Sir, 

I never lov’d you much, but I ha' prais'd ye 76 
When you have well deserv’d ten dines as much 
As I have said you did. 

Pom. Enjoy thy plainness, 

It nothing iU becomes thee. 

Aboard my galley I invite you afi: So 

Wifi you lead, lords? 

Cas. » 

Ant. j Show us the way, sir. 

I*p. I 

Pom. Come. 

[Exeunt all except menas and enobakbus. 
Men. Thy father, Pompey, would ne’er have 
made this treaty. You and I have known, sir. 
Eno. At sea, I think. 84 

Men. We have, sir. 

Eno. You have done well by water. 

Men. And you by land. 

Eno. I will praise any man that will praise 
me; though it cannot be denied what I have 
done by land. 90 

Men. Nor what I have done by water. 

Eno. Yes, something you can deny for your 
own safety; you have been a great thief by sea. 
Men. And you by land. 94 

eno. There I deny my land service. But 
m « your hand, Menas; if our eyes had 
j™“onty, here they might take two thieves 

All men's faces am true, whatsoe’er 
their hands are. 100 

fruefece* 01 there ** “ ver * fe* 1 ** m * n has a 
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Men. No slander; they steal hearts. 

Eno. We came hither to fight with you. 104 
Men. For my part, I am sorry it is turned to 
a drinking. Pompey doth this day laugh away 
his fortune. 

Eno. If he do, stare, he cannot weep it back 
again. I09 

Men. You have said, sir. We looked not for 
Mark Antony here: pray you, is he married to 
Cleopatra? , I2 

Eno. Cesar's sister is called Octavia. 

Men. True, sir; she was the wife of Caius 
Marcellus. 

Eno. But she is now the wife of Marcus 
Antonius. ji 7 

Men. Pray ye, sir? 

Eno. Tis true. 

Men. Then is Cesar and he for ever knit 
together. I2I 

Eno. If I were bound to divine of this unity, 
I would not prophesy so. 

Men. I think the policy of that purpose 
made more in the marriage than the love of the 
parties. i 2 6 

Eno. I think so too; but you shall find the 
band that seems to tie their friendship together 
will be the very strangler of their amity. Octavia 
is of a holy, cold, and still conversation. 130 
Men. Who would not have his wife so? 
Eno. Not he that himself is not so; which is 
Mark Antony. He will to his Egyptian dish 
again; then, shall the sighs of Octavia blow the 
fire up in Cesar, and, as I said before, that 
which is the strength of their amity shall prove 
the immediate author of their variance. Antony 
will use his affection where it is; he married but 
his occasion here. 

Men, And thus it may be. Come, sir, will 
you aboard? I have a health for you. 141 
Eno. I shall take it, sir: we have used our 
throats in Egypt. 

Men. Come; let’s away. [Exeunt. 

Scene VIL—On board pompey’s Galley off 
Misenum. 

Music. Enter two or three Servants, with a 
banquet. 

First Serv. Here they'll be, man. Some o’ 
their plants are ill-rooted already; the least 
wind 1’ the world will blow them down. 

Sec. Serv. Lepidus Is high-coloured. 4 

First Serv. They have made him drink alms- 
drink. 

Sec. Serv. As they pinch one another by the 
disposition, he cries out, ‘No more;’ reconciles 
them to his entreaty, and himself to the drink. 

First Serv. But it raises the greater war be¬ 
tween him and his discretion. it 

Sec. Serv. Why, this it is to have a name in 
great men's fellowship; I had as lief have a reed 
that will do me no service as a partisan 1 could 
not heave. is 

First Serv. To be called into a huge sphere, 
and not to be teen to move in't, are the holes 
where eyes should be, which pitifully disaster 
the cheeks. 
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A sennet sounded. Enter oesar, ANTONY, lepi- 
DOS, POMPEY, AGRIPPA, MECSSNAS, ENOBARBUS, 
MENAS, with other Captains. 

Ant. Thus do they, sir. They take the flow 
o' the Nile so 

By certain scales i' the pyramid; they know 
By the height, the lowness, or the mean, if dearth 
Or foiaon follow. The higher Nilus swells 
The more it promises; as it ebbs, the seedsman 
Upon the slime and ooze scatters his grain, 25 
And shortly comes to harvest. 

Lep. You've strange serpents there. 

Ant. Ay, Lepidus. 28 

Lep. Your serpent of Egypt is bred now of 
your mud by the operation of your sun; so is 
your crocodile. 

Ant. They am so. 32 

Pom. Sit,—and some wine! A health to 
Lepidus! 

Lep. I am not so well as 1 should be, but I'll 
ne'er out. 36 

Eno. Not till yon have slept; I fear me you'll 
be in till then. 

Lep. Nay, certainly, I have heard the Ptole¬ 
mies pyramises are very goodly things; without 
contradiction, I have heard that. 41 

Men. Pompey, a word. 

Pom. Say in mine ear; what is’t? 

Men. Forsake thy seat, I do beseech thee, 
captain, 44 

And hear me speak a word. 

Pom. Forbear me till anon. 

This wine for Lepidus! 

Lep. What manner o'thing is your crocodile? 
Ant. It is shaped, sir, like itself, and it is as 
broad as it hath breadth; it is just so high as it 
is, and moves with it own organs; it lives by 
that which nourisheth it; and the elements 
once out of it, it transmigrates. 52 

Lep. What colour is it of? 

Ant. Of it own colour too. 

Lep. Tis a strange serpent. 

Ant. *Tis so; ana the tears of it are wet. 56 
Get. Will this description satisfy Mm? 

Ant. With the health that Pompey gives him, 
else be is a very epicure. 

Pom. Go hang, sir, hang! Tell me of that? 
away! 60 

Do as I bid you. Where’s this cup I call’d for? 
Men. If for the sake of merit thou wilt hear 
me, 

Rise from thy stool. 

Pom. I think thou’rt mad. The matter? 

[ Walks aside. 

Men. I have ever held my cap off to thy for¬ 
tunes. 64 

Pom. Thou hast serv’d me with much faith. 
What's else to say? 

Be jolly, lords. 

Ant. These quick-sands, Lepidus, 

Keep off them, for you sink. 

Men. Wilt thou be lord of all the world? 
Pom What sayst thou? at 

Men. Wilt thou be lord of the whole world ? 
That’s twice. 


Pom How should that be? 

Men. But entertain it. 

And though thou think me poor, I am the man 
Will give thee all the world. 

Pom Hast thou drank wen? 7a 

Men. No, Pompey, I have kept me from the 
cup. 

Thou art, if thou dar*st be, the earthly love: 
Whate’er the ocean pales, or sky indips. 

Is thine, if thou wilt ha’t. 

Pom Show me wMch way. 76 

Men. These three world-sharers, these com¬ 
petitors. 

Are in thy vessel: let me cut the cable; 

And, when we are put o ft, fall to their throats: 
All there is thine. 

Pom. Ah! this thou shouldst have done. 
And not have spoke on't. Inme’tisviilany; 81 
In thee't had been good service. Thou must 
know 

Tis not my profit that does lead mine honour; 
Mine honour it. Repent that e’er thy tongue 
Hath so betray'd thine act; being done un¬ 
known, 85 

I should have found it afterwards well done, 
But must condemn it now. Desist, and drink. 

Men. [Aside.] For this, 88 

I’ll never follow thy pall’d fortunes more. 
Who seeks, and will not take when once 'tis 
offer’d. 

Shall never find it more. 

Pom. This health to Lepidus! 

Ant. Bear him ashore. I’ll pledge it for him, 
Pompey. 92 

Eno. Here’s to thee, Menas! 

Men. Enobarbus, welcome! 

Pom. Fill till the cup be hid. 

Eno. There’s a strong fellow, Menas. 

IPointing to the Attendant who carries 

off LEPIDUS. 

Men. Why? 

Eno. A’ bears the third part of the wurld, 
man; see’st not? 

Men. The third part then is drunk; would 
it were all, 

That it might go on wheels! too 

Eno. Drink thou; increase the reds. 

Men. Come. 

Pom. This is not yet an Alexandrian feast. 
Ant. It ripens towards it. Strike the vessels, 
ho! 104 

Here is to Cesar! 

Cat. I could well forbear't. t 

It's monstrous labour, when I wash my brain. 
And it grows fouler. 

Ant. Be a chilli o’ the time. 

Gars. Possess it. I’ll make answer: 

But I had rather fast from all four dayi 
Than drink so much in one. 

Eno. [To Antony.) Ha! my brave emperor, 
Shall we dance now the Egyptian Bacc han als, 
And celebrate our drink? 

Pom Let’s ha’t, good aoMier. i« a 

Ant. Come, let’s all taka hands, . _ 
Till that the conquering wine hath st te > a our 
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In soft and delicate Lethe. 

Eno. All tale hands. 

Make battery to our ears with the loud music; us 
The while I’ll place you; then the boy shall sing, 
The holding every man shall bear as loud 
As his strong sides can volley. 

[Music plays, enobakbus places them 
hand in hand. 

SONG 

Come, thou monarch of the vine, xao 

Plumpy Bacchus, with pink eyne! 

In thy fata our cares bo drown’d. 

With thy grapes our hairs be crown'd: 

Cup us, till the world go round, 124 

Cup us, till the world go roimdl 

Coes. What would you morel Pompey, good 
night. Good brother. 

Let me request you off; our graver business 
Frowns at this levity. Gentle lords, let’s part; 
You see we have burnt our cheeks; strong Eno- 
barb 129 

Is weaker than the wine, and mine own tongue 
Splits what it spealu; the wild disguise hath 
almost 

An tick'd us all. What needs more words? Good 
night. 132 

Good Antony, your band. 

Pam. I'll try you on the shore. 

Ar.t. And shall, sir. Give’s your hand. 
Pom. O, Antony I 

You have my father's house,—But, what? we 
are friends. 

Come down into the boat. 

Ena. Take heed you fall not. 136 

[Exeunt POMPEY, CjEsar, antony, 
and Attendants. 

Menas, 1 'H not on shore. 

Men. No, to my cabin. 

These drums! these trumpets, flutes! what! 
Let Neptune hear we bid a loud farewell 
To these great fellows: sound and be hang’d! 
sound out! 140 

[A flourish of trumpets with drums. 
Eno. Hoo! says a’. There’s my cap. 

Men. Hoo! noble captain! come. [ Exeunt. 

ACT HI 

Scene I.— A Plain In Syria. 

Enter ventidius, in triumph, with SILIUS and 
other Romans, Officers, and Soldiers; the dead 
body of pacorus borne before him. 

Ven. Now, darting Parthia, art thou struck; 
and now 

Pleas’d fortune does of Marcus Crassus’ death 
Make me revenger. Bear the king’s son’s body 
Before our army. Thy Pacorus, Orodes, 4 
Pairs this for Marcus Crassus. 

Sil. Noble Ventidius, 

Whilst yet with Parthian blood thy sword is 
warm. 

The fugitive Partitions follow; spur through 
Media, 

Mesopotamia, and the shelters whither B 
The routed fly; so thy grand captain Antony 
Shall set thee on triumphant chariots and 


Put garlands on thy head. 

Fen. O Silius, Silius! 

I have done enough; a lower place, note well, is 
May make too great an act; for leant this, Silius, 
Better to leave undone than by our deed 
Acquire too high a fame when him we serve’s 
away. 

Ctcsar and Antony have ever won 16 

More in their officer than person; Sossius, 
One of my place in Syria, his lieutenant. 

For quick accumulation of renown, 

Which he achiev’d by the minute, lost his 
favour. 20 

Who does i’ the wars more than his captain can 
Becomes his captain’s captain; and ambition, 
The soldier’s virtue, rather makes choice of loss 
Than gain which darkens him. 24 

I could do more to do Antonius good, 

But ’twould offend him; and in his offence 
Should my performance perish. 

Sil. Thou hast, Ventidius, that 

Without the which a soldier, and his sword, 28 
Grants scarce distinction. Thou wilt write to 
Antony ? 

Ven. I’ll humbly signify what in his name, 
That magical word of war, we have effected; 
How, with his banners and his well-paid ranks. 
The ne’er-yet-beaten horse of Parthia 33 
We have jaded out o’ the fleid. 

Sil. Where is he now? 

Ven. Hepurposeth to Athens; whither, with 
what haste 

The weight we must convey with’s will permit, 
We shall appear before him. On, there; pass 
along. [Exeunt. 

Scene II. — Some. A Room in cm sar’s House. 
Enter aorippa and enobakbus, meeting. 
Agr. What! are the brothers parted? 

Eno. They have dispatch’d with Pompey ; he 
is gone; 

The other three are sealing. Octavia weeps 
To part from Rome; Csesar is sad; and Lepidus. 
Since Pompey’s feast, as Menas says, is troubled 
With the green sickness. 

Agr. Tis a noble Lepidus. 

Eno. Aveiyfineone. O! how he loves Ctesar. 
Agr. Nay, but how dearly he adores Mark 
Antony! 8 

Eno. Ciesar? Why, he’s the Jupiter of men. 
Agr. What’s Antony? The god of Jupiter. 
Eno. Spake you of Ctesar? How! the non¬ 
pareil! 

Agr. O. Antony! O thou Arabian bird! 12 
Eno. Would you praise Catsar, say, ‘Ctesar,’ 
go no further. 

Agr. Indeed, he plied them both with excel¬ 
lent praises. 

Eno. But he loves Ctesar best; yet he loves 
Antony. 

Hoot hearts, tongues, figures, scribes, bards, 
poets, cannot 16 

Think, speak, cast, write, sing, number; hoo I 
His love to Antony. But as for Cesar, 

Kneel down, kneel down, and wonder. 
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Agr. Both he loves. 

Eno. They are his shards, and he their beetle. 
(Trumpets within.i So; 

This is to horse. Adieu, noble Agrippa. si 
Agr. Good fortune, worthy soldier, and fare¬ 
well. 

Enter CJBSAR, ANTONY, LEPIDUS, and OCTAVIA. 
Ant. No further, sir. 

Cats. You take from me a great part of my¬ 
self; as 

Use me well in't. Sister, prove such a wife 
As my thoughts make thee, and as my furthest 
band 

Shall pass on thy approof. Most noble Antony, 
Let not the piece of virtue, wliich is set z8 
Betwixt us as the cement of our love 
To keep it builded, be the ram to batter 
The fortress of it; for better might we 
Have lov’d without this mean, if on both parts 
This be not cherish’d. 

Ant. Make me not offended 33 

In your distrust 
Cas. I have said. 

Ant. You shall not find. 

Though you be therein curious, the least cause 
For what you seem to fear. So, the gods keep 
you, 36 

And make the hearts of Romans serve your 
ends! 

We will here part. 

Cas. Farewell, my dearest sister, fare thee well: 
The dements be kind to thee, and make so 
Thy spirits all of comfort! fare thee well. 

Oct. My noble brother! 

Ant. The April’s in her eyes; it is love's spring. 
And these the showers to bring it on. Be cheer¬ 
ful. 44 

Oct. Sir, look well to my husband’s house; 
and— 

Cats. What, 

Octavia? 

Oct. ru tell you in your ear. 

Ant. Her tongue will not obey her hearr, nor 
can 

Her heart obey her tongue; the swan’s down- 
feather, 48 

That stands upon the swell at full of tidei 
And neither way inclines. 

Eno. [Aside to AGRIPPA.] Will Caesar weep! 
Agr. He has a cloud in’s face. 

Eno. He were the worse for that were he a 
horse; sa 

So is be, being a man. 

Agr. Why, Enobarbus, 

When Antony found Julius Cesar dead 
He cried almost to roaring; and he wept 
When at Philippi he found Brutus slain. $6 
Eno. That year, indeed, he was troubled with 
a rheum; 

What willingly he did confound he wail’d, 
BeUeve't, till 1 wept too. 

Cas. No, sweet Octavia, 

You shall hear from me still; the time shall not 
Out-go my thinking on you. 

Ant. Come, sir, come; 61 


I’ll wrestle with you in my strength of love: 
Look, here 1 have you; thus I let you go. 

And give you to the gods. 

Cas. Adieu; be happy I 64 

Lep. Let all the number of the stars give light 
To thy fair way! 

Cas. Farewell, farewell 1 

[iCisres octavia. 

Ant. Farewell! 

[Trumpets sound. Exeunt. 

Scene HI.— Alexandria. A Room in the 
Palace. 

Enter cleopatra, charmian, eras, and 

ALEXAS. 

Cteo. Where is the fellow? 

Alex. Half afeard to come. 

Cleo. Go to, go to. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Come hither, sir. 

Alex. Good majesty, 

Herod of Jewry dare not look upon you 
But when you are well pleas’d. 

Cleo. That Herod’s head 4 

I’ll have; but how, when Antony is gone 
Through whom I might command it? Come 
thou near. 

Mess. Most gracious majesty! 

Cleo. Didst thou behold 

Octavia? 

Mess. Ay, dread queen. 

Cleo. Where? 

Mess. Madam, in Rome; 8 

I look’d her in the face, and saw her led 
Between her brother and Mark Antony. 

Cleo. Is she as tall as me? 

Mess. She is not, madam. 

Cleo. Didst hear her speak? is she sliriU- 
tongu'd, or low? « 

Mess. Madam, I heard her speak; she is low- 
voic’d. 4, 

Cleo. That’snot 10 good. He cannot like her 
long. 

Char. Like her! O Isis! ’tis impossible. 

Cleo. I think so, Charmian; dull of tongue, 
and dwarfish! 16 

What majesty is in her gait? Remember, 

If e’er thou look'dst on majesty. 

Mess. She creeps; 

Her motion and her station are as one; 

She shows a body rather than a life, >° 

A statue than a breather. 

Cleo. Is this certain? 

Mess. Or I have no observance. 

Char. Three in Egypt 

Cannot make better note. 

Cleo. He's very knowing, 

I do perceive’t. There’s nothing in her yet. 44 
The fellow has good judgment. 

Char. Excellent. 

Cleo. Guess at her years, I prithee. 

Mess. Madam, 

She was a widow,— . . 

Cleo. Widow 1 Charmian, hark. 

Mm. And I do think she's thirty. ’* 
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Cleo. Bear’st thou her face in mind ?is’t long 
or round? 

Mess. Round even to faultiness. 

Cleo. For the most part, too, they are foolish 
that are so. 

Her hair, what colour? 33 

Mess. Brown, madam; and her forehead 
As low as she would wish it. 

Cleo. There’s gold for thee: 

Thou must not take my former sharpness ill. 
X will employ thee back again; I find thee 36 
Most fit for business. Go, make thee ready; 
Our letters are prepar’d. [Exit Messenger. 
Char. _ A proper man. 

Cleo. Indeed, he is so; I repent me much 
That so 1 harried him. Why, methinks, by him. 
This creature’s no such thing. 

Char. Nothing, madam. 41 

Cleo. The man hath seen some majesty, and 
should know. 

Char. Hath he seen majesty? Isis else de¬ 
fend. 

And serving you so long! 44 

Cleo. 1 have one thing more to ask him yet, 
good Chairman: 

But 'tis no matter; thou shalt bring him to me 
W here 1 will write. All may be well enough. 47 
Char. 1 warrant you, madam. [ Exeunt. 


Scene IV.— Athens. A Room in Antony's 
House. 

Enter ANTONY and octaviA. 

Ant. Nay, nay. Octavia, not only that. 

That were excusable, that, and thousands more 
Of semblable import, but he hath wag’d 
New wars 'gainst Pompey; made his will, and 
read it * 

To public ear: 

Spoke scantly of me; when perforce he could 
not 

But pay me terms of honour, cold and sickly 
He vented them; most narrow measure lent 
me; 8 

When the best hint was given him, he not took *t. 
Or did it from his teeth. 

Oct. O my good lord! 

Believe not all: or, if you must believe, 
Stomach not all. A more unhappy lady, is 
If this division chance, ne’er stood between, 
Praying for both parts: 

The good gods will mock me presently. 

When I shall pray, ‘O! bless my lord and hus¬ 
band’; 16 

Undo that prayer, by crying out as loud, 

‘O! bless my brother!* Husband win, win 
brother, 

Prays, and destroys the prayer; no midway 
Twixt these extremes at all. 

Ant. Gentle Octavia, so 

Let your best love draw to that point which 

seeks 

Beat to preserve it. If I lose mine honour 
I lose myself; better I were not yours 
Than yours so branchless. But, as you re¬ 
quested, *4 


Yourself shall go between's; the mean time, 
lady. 

I’ll raise the preparation of a war 
Shall stain your brother; make your soonest 
haste, 

So your desires are yours. 

Oct. Thanks to my lord, as 

The Jove of power make me most weak, most 
weak. 

Your reconciler! Wars ’twixt you twain would 
be 

As if the world should cleave, and that slainmen 
Should solder up the rift. 3a 

Ant. When it appears to you where this bo- 
gins. 

Turn your displeasure that way; for our faults 
Can never be so equal that your love 
Can equally move with them. Provide your 
going; 36 

Choose your own company, and command what 
cost 

Your heart has mind to. [Exeunt- 

SCENE V. — The Same. Another Room. 

Enter ENOBARBUS and EROS, meeting. 

Eno. How now, friend Eros! 

Eros. There’s strange news come, sir. 

Eno. What, man? 

Eros. Casar and Lepidus have made wars 
upon Pompey. 5 

Eno. This is old: what is the success? 

Eros. Csesar, having made use of him in the 
wars 'gainst Pompey, presently denied him 
rivality, would not let him partake in the glory 
of the action; and not resting here, accuses him 
of letters he had formerly wrote to Pompey; 
upon his own appeal, seizes him: so the poor 
third is up, till death enlarge his confine. 13 
Eno. Then, world, thou hast a pair of chaps, 
no more; 

And throw between them all the food thou hast. 
They’ll grind the one the other. Where’s An¬ 
tony? I* 

Eros. He’s walking in the garden—thus: and 
spurns 

The rush that lies before him; cries, ‘Fool, 
Lepidus!’ 

And threats the throat of that his officer 
That murder’d Pompey. 

Eno. Our great navy’s rigg’d. so 

Eros. For Italy and Csesar. More, Do mi ti us; 
My lord desires you presently: my news 

I might have told hereafter._ 

Eno. Twill be naught; 

But let it be. Bring me to Antony. »4 

Eros. Come, sir. [Exeunt. 

Scene VI.— Rome. A Room in CiESAR’s 
House. 

Enter c*sar, aorjppa, and meccnas. 
Ctes. Contemning Rome, he has done all this 
and more 

In Alexandria; here’s the manner of *t; 

I’ the market-place, on a tribunal silver'd, 
Cleopatra and himself in chairs of gold 
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Were publicly enthron’d: at the feet sat 
Cassation, whom they call my father’s son. 
And all the unlawful Issue that their lust 
Since then hath made between them. Unto her 
He gave the 'stablishment of Egypt; made her 9 
Of Lower Syria, Cyprus, Lydia, 

Absolute queen. 

Mec. This in the public eye? 

Cat. r the common show-place, where they 
exercise. 12 

His sons he there proclaim’d the kings of kings; 
Great Media, Parthia, and Armenia 
He gave to Alexander; to Ptolemy he assign’d 
Syria, Cilicia, and Phoenicia. She r 6 

In the habiliments of the goddess Isis 
That day appear’d; and oft before gave audi¬ 
ence. 

As ’tis reported, so. 

Mec. Let Rome be thus 

Informed. 

Agr. Who, queasy with his insolence 20 
Already [Will their good thoughts call from him. 
Cat. The people know it; and have now 
receiv’d 

His accusations. 

Agr. Whom does he accuse? 

Cat. Caesar; and that, having in Sicily 24 
Sextus Pompeius spoil’d, we had not rated him 
His part o’ the isle; then does he say, he lent me 
Some shipping unrestor’d; lastly, he frets 
That Lepidus of the triumvirate 28 

Should be depos'd; and, being, that we detain 
All his revenue. 

Agr. Sir, this should be answer’d. 

Cat. Tis done already, and the messenger 
gone. 

I have told him, Lepidus was grown too cruel; 32 
That he his high authority abus’d. 

And did deserve his change: for what I have 
conquer’d, 

I grant him part; but then, in his Armenia, 
And other of his conquer’d kingdoms, I 36 
Demand the like. 

Mec. He’ll never yield to that. 

Cits. Nor most not then be yielded to in this. 

Enter Octavia,* with her Train. 

Oct. Had, Cesar, and my lord! had, most 
dear Csmit! 

Cat. That ever I should *call thee cast¬ 
away! 40 

Oct. You have not call'd me so, nor have you 
cause. 

Cat. Why have you stol’n upon us thus? 
You come not 

Like Cesar’s sister; the wife of Antony 
Should have an army for an usher, and 44 
The neighs of bone to tell of her approach 
Long ere she did appear; the trees by the way 
Should have, borne men; and expectation 
fainted. 

Longing for what it had not; nay, the dust 4s 
Should nave ascended to the roof of heaven. 
Rais’d by your populous troops. But you are 


A market-maid to Rome, and have prevented 


The ostentation of our love, which, left un¬ 
shown, 32 

Is often left unlov’d: we should have met you 
By sea and land, supplying every stage 
With an augmented greeting. 

Oct. Good my lord. 

To come thus was I not constrain’d, but did it 36 
On my free-will. My lord, Mark Antony, 
Hearing that you prepar’d for war, acquainted 
My grieved ear withal; whereon, I begg’d 
His pardon for return. 

Cat. Which soon he granted, 60 

Being an obstruct ’tween his lust and him. 
Oct. Do not say so, my lord. 

Cat. I have eyes upon him, 

And his affairs come to me on the wind. 
Where is be now? 

Oct. My lord, in Athens. 64 

Cat. No, my most wrong'd sister; Cleopatra 
Hath nodded him to her. He hath given his 
empire 

Up to a whore; who now are levying 
The kings o’the earth for war. He hath assem¬ 
bled 68 

Bocchus, the King of Libya; Archelaus, 

Of Cappadocia; Philadelphos, King 
Of Paphlagonia; the Thracian king, Adallas; 
King Maichus of Arabia; King of Pont; 72 

Herod of Jewry: Mithridates, King 
Of Comagene; Polemon and Amin tat, 

The Kings of Mede and Lycaonia, 

With a more larger list of sceptres. 

Oct. Ay me, most wretched, 76 

That have my heart parted betwixt two friends 
That do afflict each other! 

Cat. Welcome hither: 

Your letters did withhold our breaking forth, 
Tiliweperceiv’dbothhowyouwerewTongled 80 
And we in negligent danger. Cheer your heart; 
Be you not troubled with Ae time, which drives 
O’er your content these strong necessities, 

But let determin'd things to destiny <4 

Hold unbewail’d their way. Welcome to Rome; 
Nothing more dear to me. You are abus’d 
Beyona the mark of thought, and the high gods, 
To do you justice, make their ministers 88 
Of us and those that love you. Best of comfort, 
And ever welcome to us. 

Agr. Welcome, lady. 

Mec. Welcome, dear madam. 

Each heart in Rome does love and pity you; 92 
Only the adulterous Antony, most large 
In his abominations, turns you off, 

And gives his potent regiment to a trull. 

That noises it against os. 

Oct. Is it so, sir? » 6 

Cat. Most certain. Sister, welcome; pray 
you. . 

Be ever known to patience; my dearest sister. 

{Exeunt. 


Scene VH.— Antony’s Camp, near to the 
Promontory of ACITUM. 

Enter cleopatba and bnobauus* 

Clto. I will be even with thee, doubt it not. 
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Eno. But why, why, why? 

Cleo. Thou hast forspoke my being In these 
wan. 

And sayst it is not fit. 

Eno. Well, Is it, U 4 t?-4 

Cleo. Ifnotdenounc’dagainstus, why should 
not we 

Be there in penon? 

Eno. [Aside.] Well, I could reply: 

If we should serve with horse and mares together. 
The horse were merely lost; the mares would 
bear s 

A soldier and his horse. 

Cleo. What is’t you say? 

Eno. Your presence needs must puzzle An¬ 
tony; 

Take from his heart, take from his brain, from’s 
time, 

What should not then be spar’d. He is already 
Traduc'd for levity, and ’tis said in Rome 13 
That Photinus a eunuch and your maids 
Manage this war. 

Cleo. Sink Rome, and their tongues rot 
That speak against us! A charge we bear i’ the 
war, 16 

And, as the president of my kingdom, will 
Appear there for a man. Speak not against it; 
I will not stay behind. 

Eno. Nay, I have done. 

Here comes the emperor. 

Enter antony and caned ms. 

Ant. Is it not strange, Canldius, so 

That from Tarentum and Brundusium 
He could so quickly cut the Ionian sea. 

And take in Totyne? You have heard on’t, 
sweet? 

Cleo. Celerity is never more admir'd >4 
Than by the negligent. 

Ant. A good rebuke, 

Which might have well becom’d the best of men, 
To taunt at slackness. Canidius, we 
Will fight with him by sea. 

Cleo. By sea! What else? 38 

Can. Why will my lord do so? 

Ant. For that he dares us to't. 

Eno. So hath my lord dar’d him to single 
fight. 

Can. Ay, and to wage his battle at Pharsalia, 
Where Cssar fought with Pompey; but these 
offers, 32 

Which serve not for his vantage, he shakes off; 
And so should you. 

Eno. Your ships are not well raann'd; 
Your mariners are muleters, reapers, people 
Ingross’d by swift impress; in Caesar’s fleet 35 
Are those that often have'gainst Pompeyfought: 
Theirshipsareyare;yours,heavy. No disgrace 
Shall fall you for refusing him a' sea, 

Being prepar’d for land. 

Ant. By sea, by sea. 40 

Eno. Most worthy sir, you therein throw 
away 

Tne absolute soldiership you have by land; 
Distract your army, which doth most consist 
Of war-mark'd footmen; leave unexecuted 44 
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Your own renowned knowledge; quite forego 
The way which promises assurance; and 
Give up yourself merely to chance and hazard 
From firm security. 

Ant. FI] fight at sea. 4l 

Cleo. I have sixty sails, Cssar none better. 
Ant. Our overplus of shipping will be burn; 
And with the rest, ftiil-mann'd, from the head of 
Actium 

Beat the approaching Cssar. But if we fail, sa 
We then can do't at land. 

Enter a Messenger. 

,, Thy business? 

Mess. The news is true, my lord; he is de¬ 
scried; 

Cssar has taken Toryne. 

Ant. Can he be there in person? 'tit impos¬ 
sible; 56 

Strange that his power should be. Canidius, 
Our nineteen legions thou shalt hold by land, 
And our twelve thousand horse. We'll to our 
ship; 

Away, my Thetbi 

Enter a Soldier. 

How now, worthy soldier! 60 
Sold. O noble emperor! do not fight by sea; 
Trust not to rotten planks; do you misdoubt 
This sword and these my wounds? Let the 

Egyptians 

And the Phoenicians go a-ducking; we 64 

Have used to conquer, standing on the earth. 
And fighting foot to foot 
Ant. Well, well: awayl 

[Exeunt ANTONY, CLEOPATRA, and ENOBARBUS. 
Sold. By Hercules, I think I am 1 * the right 
Can. Soldier, thou art; but his whole action 
grows 6 S 

Not in the power on’t; so our leader's led. 
And we are women’s men. 

Sold. You keep by land 

The legions and the horse whole, do you not? 

Can. Marcus Octavius, Marcus Justeiut, 7a 
Publicola, and Qelius, are for sea; 

But we keep whole by land. This speed of 
Casar's 

Carries beyond belief. 

Sold. While he was yet In Rome 

His power went out in such distractions as 76 
Beguil’d all spies. 

Can. Who’s his lieutenant, hear you? 
Sold. They say, one Taurus. 

Can. Well I know the man. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. The emperor calls Canidius. 

Can. With news the time *s with labour, and 
throes forth to 

Each minute some. lExeunt, 

Scene VUL —A Plain mar actium. 
Enter cxsak, taubus. Officers, and Others. 
Cas. Taurus! 
roar. My lord? 
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Cm. Strike not by land; keep whole: pro¬ 
voke not battle, 

Till we have done at sea. Do not exceed 4 
The prescript of this scroll; our fortune lies 
Upon this jump. [ Exeunt. 

Enter Antony and enobarbus. 

Ant. Set we our squadrons on yond side o' 
the hill. 

In eye of Casar’s battle; from which place 8 
We may the number of the ships behold, 

And so proceed accordingly. [Exeunt. 

Enter CANID IUS, marching with his land army one 
way over the stage ; and TAURUS, the lieutenant 
of CBSAR, the other way. After their going in 
is heard the noise of a sea-fight. 

Alarum. Re-enter ENOBAXBUS. 

Eno. Naught, naught, all naught! I can be¬ 
hold no longer. 

The Antoniad, the Egyptian admiral, 12 
With all their sixty, fly, and turn the rudder; 
To see’t mine eyes am blasted. 

Enter scarus. 

Scar. Gods and goddesses, 

All the whole synod of them! 

Eno. What’s thy passion? 

Scar. The greater cantle of the world is lost 
With very ignorance; we have kiss’d away 17 
Kingdoms and provinces. 

Eno. How appears the fight? 

Scar. On our side like the token’d pestilence, 
Where death is sure. Yon ribaudred nag of 
Egypt, as 

Whom leprosy o’ertake! P the midst o’ the fight. 
When vantage like a pair of twins appear’d. 
Both as the same, or rather ours the elder, 
The breese upon her, like a cow in June, 24 
Hoists sails and flies. 

Eno. That I beheld: 

Mine eyes did sicken at the sight, and could not 
Endure a further view. 

Scar. She once being loof’d. 

The noble ruin of her magic, Antony, as 
Claps on his sea-wing, and like a doting mallard. 
Leaving the fight in height, flies after her. 

I never saw an action of such shame; 
Experience, manhood, honour, ne’er before 31 
Did violate so itself. 

Eno. Alack, alack! 

Enter CANtotvs. 

Can. Our fortune on the sea is out of breath. 
And sinks most lamentably. Had our general 
Been what he knew himself it had gone well: 36 
Ot he has given example for our flight 
Most grossly by his own. 

Eno. Ay, are you thereabouts? 

Why, then, good night, indeed. 

Can. TowardsPeloponnesus are they fled. 40 
Scar. Tis easy to’t; and these 1 will attend 
What ftirther cornea. 

Can. To Cassar will I render 

My legions end my horse; six kings already 


Show me the way of yielding. 

Eno. I’ll yet follow 44 

The wounded chance of Antony, though my 
reason 

Sits in the wind against me. lExeunt. 

Scene IX.— Alexandria. A Room in the 
Palace. 

Enter ANTONY and Attendants. 

Ant. Hark! the land bids me tread no more 
upon’t: 

Itisashamd to bear me. Friends, come hither: 
1 am so la ted in the world that 1 
Have lost my way for ever. I have a ship 4 
Laden with gold; take that, divide it; fly. 

And make your peace with Oesar. 

Att. Fly! not we. 

Ant. I have fled myself, and have irstructed 
cowards 

To run and show their shoulders. Friends, be 
gone; 8 

I have myself resolv'd upon a course 
Which has no need of you; be gone; 

My treasure’s in the harbom. take it. O! 

I follow’d that I blush to look uponi 12 

My very hairs do mutiny, for the white 
Reprove the brown for rashness, and they them 
For fear and doting. Friends, be gone; you 
shall 1; 

Have letters from me to some friends that will 

Sweep your way for you. Pray you, look not 
sad. 

Nor make replies of loathness: take the hint 
Which my despair proclaims; let that be left 
Which leaves itself; to the sea-side straightway; 
I will possess you of that ship and treasure. 21 
Leave me, I pray, a little; pray you now: 
Nay, do sty for, indeed, I have tost command, 
Therefore I pray you. I’ll see you by and by. 24 

ISits down. 

Enter EROS followin If CLEOPATRA, ted by 
CHARM IAN and IRAS. 

Eros. Nay, gentle madam, to him, comfort 
him . 

Iras. Do, most dear queen. 

Char. Do! Why, what else ? 

Cleo. Let me sit down. O Juno! si 

Ant. No, no, no, no, no. 

Eros. See you here, sir? 

Ant. O fie, fie, fie! 

Char. Madam I 3 s 

Iras. Madam; O good empress! 

Eros. Sir, sir! 

Ant. Yea, my lord, yes. He, at Philippi kept 
His sword e'en like a dancer, while I struck 3 & 
The lean and wrinkled Cassius; and ’twas 1 
That the mad Brutus ended: he alone 
Dealt on lieutenantry, and no practice had 
In the brave squares of star: yet now—r < 0 
matter. 40 

Cleo. Ah! *t»wt fay. 

Eros. The queen, my lord, the queen. 

Iras. Go to him, madam, speak to him; 

He is unqualified with very shame. 44 
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Cleo. Well then, sustain me: O! 

Eros. Most noble sir, arise; the queen ap¬ 
proaches: 

Her head’s declin’d, and death will seize her, but 
Your comfort makes the rescue. 48 

Ant. I have offended reputation, 

A most unnoble swerving. 

Eros. Sir, the queen. 

Ant. O! whither hast thou led me, Egypt? 
See, 

How I convey my shame out of thine eyes u 
By looking back what 1 have left behind 
’Stroy'd in dishonour. 

Cleo. O my lord, my lord 

Forgive my fearful sails: I little thought 
You would have follow’d. 

Ant. Egypt, thou knew’at too well S 6 

My heart was to thy rudder tied by the strings. 
And thou shouldst tow me after; o’er my spirit 
Thy full supremacy thou knew’st, and that 
Thy beck might from the bidding of the gods 60 
Command me. 

Cleo. O! my pardon. 

Ant. Now I must 

To the young man send humble treaties, dodge 
And palter in the shifts of lowness, who 
With half the bulk o' the world play’d as I 
pleas’d, 64 

Making and marring fortunes. You did know 
How much you were my conqueror, and that 
My sword, made weak by my affection, would 
Obey it on all cause. 

Cleo. Pardon, pardon! ss 

Ant. Fall not a tear, I say: one of them rates 
All that is won and lost. Give me a kiss; 
Even this repays me. Wc sent our schoolmaster; 
Is he come back ? Love, 1 am full of lead, is 

Some wine, within there, and our viands 1 For¬ 
tune knows. 

We scorn her most when most she offers blows, 

[Exeunt. 


Scene X.— Egypt, cabas's Camp. 

Enter cesAX, dolabella, thymus, and 
Others. 

Cas. Let him appear that's come from An¬ 
tony. 

Know you him? 

Dol. Caesar, *tfa his schoolmaster: 

An argument that be is pluck’d, when hither 
He sends so poor a pinion of his wing, 4 
Which had superfluous kings for messengers 
Not many moons gone by. 


To let him breathe between the heavens and 
earth, 

A private man in Athens; this for him. 

Next, Cleopatra does confess thy greatness, 16 
Submits her to thy might, and of thee craves 
The circle of the Ptolemies for her heirs. 

Now hazarded to thy grace. 

Cas. For Antony, 

I have no ears to his request. The queen 20 
Of audience nor desire shall fail, so she 
From Egypt drive her all-disgraced friend, 

Or take his life there; this if she perform. 

She shall not sue unheard. So to them both. 24 
Euph. Fortune pursue thee) 

Cas. Bring him through the bands. 

{Exit EUPHRONIUS. 

[To thymus.] To try thy eloquence, now ’tis 
time; dispatch. 

From Antony win Cleopatra; promise. 

And In our name, what she requires; add 
more, 28 

From thine invention, offers. Women are not 
In their best fortunes strong, but want will 
perjure 

The ne’er-touch’d vestal. Try thy cunning, 
Thyreus; 

Make thine own edict for thy pains, which we 32 
Will answer as a law. 

Thyr. Casar, I go. 

Cas. Observe how Antony becomes his flaw. 
And what thou think’st his very action speaks 
In every power that moves. 

Thyr. Caaar, I shell. [Exeunt. 


Scene XL— Alexandria. A Room in the 
Palace. 

Enter Cleopatra, enobarbus, charm ian, 

, and mAS. 

Cleo. What shall we do, Enobarbus? 

Eno. Think, and die. 

Cleo. Is Antony or we, in fault for this? 
Eno. Antony only, that would make his will 
Lord of his reason. What though you fled 
From that great face of war, whose several 
ranges 

Frighted each other, why should he follow? 
The itch of his affection should not then 
Have nick’d his captainship; at such a point, 8 
When half to half the world oppos'd, he being 
The meted question. Twas a shame no less 
Than was his loss, to course your flying flags. 
And leave his navy gazing. 

Cleo. Prithee, peace, is 


Enter EUPHRONIUS. 

Cas. Approach, and speak. 

Euph. Such as I am, I come from Antony: 
I was of late as petty to his ends * 

As is the mom-dew on the myrtle-leaf 
To his grand sea. 

Cas. Be’t so. Declare thine office. 

Euph. Lord of Ids fortunes he salutes thee, 
and 

Requires to live In Egypt; which not granted, 12 
He lessens his requests, and to thes suss 


Enter ANTONY, With EUPHRONIUS. 

Ant. Is that his answer? 

Euph. Ay, my lord. 

Ant. The queen shall then have courtesy, 
so she 

Will yield us up? 

Euph. He says so. 

Ant. Let her know Y. 16 

To the boy Cssar send this grizzled head. 
And he will fill thy wishes to the brim 
With principalities. 
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Cleo. That head, m lord? 

Ant. To him again. Tell bun he wears the 
rose so 

Of youth upon him, from which the world 
should note 

Something particular : his coin, ships, legions. 
May be a coward’s, whose ministers would pre¬ 
vail 

Under the service of a child as soon 34 
As i’ the command of Oesar: I dare him there¬ 
fore 

To lay his gay comparisons apart. 

And answer me declin'd, sword against sword. 
Ourselves alone. I’ll wnte it: follow me. 28 
lExeunt antony and eothronius. 
Ena. {Aside.) Yes, like enough, high-battled 
Oesar will 

Unstate his happiness, and be stag’d to the show 
Against a sworder! I see men’s Judgments are 
A parcel of their fortunes, and tilings outward 
Do draw the inward quality after them, 33 
To suffer all alike. That he should dream. 
Knowing all measures, the fbll Oesar will 
Answer his emptiness 1 Oesar, thou hast sub¬ 
du’d 36 

His judgment too. 


Enter an Attendant. 

Att. A messenger from Oesar. 

Cleo. What! no more ceremony? See! my 
women; 

Against the bio wn rose may they stop their nose. 
That kneel’d unto the buds. Admit him, sir. 40 
[Exit Attendant. 
Eno. I Aside .J Mine honesty and I begin to 
square. 

The loyalty well held to fools does make 
Our faith mere folly: yet he that can endure 
To follow with allegiance a fall’n lord, 44 
Does conquer him that did his master conquer. 
And earns a place i’ the story. 

Enter THYUEUS. 

Cleo. Casas's win? 

Thyr. Hear it apart 

Cleo. None but friends; say boldly. 

Thyr. So, haply, am they friends to An¬ 
tony. 4* 

Eno. He needs as many, sir, as Caesar has. 
Or needs not us. If Cesar please, our master 
WiU leap to be hit friend; for us, you know 
Whose be is we am, and that is Cmm% 

Thyr. So. 5* 

Thus then, thou most mnown'd: Oesar en- 
treats. 

Not to consider in what case thou stand’st. 
Further than he is Oesar. 

Cleo. Go on; right royal. 

Thyr. He knows that you embrace not An¬ 
tony 3 * 

As^jou did love, but as you fear’d Mm. ^ 

Thyr. The scan upon your honour there¬ 
fore he 

Dow pity, aa constrained Mwniahw, 
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Not as deserv’d. 

Cleo. He Is a god, and knows 60 

What is most right Mine honour was not 
yielded. 

But conquer’d merely. 

Eno. {Aside.) To be sure of that, 

I win ask Antony. Sir, sir, thou’rt so leaky. 
That wei must leave thee to thy sinking, for 64 
Thydearest quit thee. [Exit. 

Thyr. Shall I say to Oesar 

What you require of him? for he partly begs 
To be desir’d to give. It much would please 
hint 

That of his fortunes you should make a staff 68 
To lean upon; but it would warm his spirits 
To bear from me you had left Antony, 

And put yourself under his ahnoud. 

The universal landlord. 

Cleo. What’s you* name? 72 

Thyr. My name Is Thyreus. 

Cleo. Most kind messenger. 

Say to great Oesar this: in deputation 
I loss his conqn’ring band; tell him, I am prompt 

To lay my crown at’s feet, and there to knasl; 76 
Tell him, from his all-obeying breath I beer 
The doom of Egypt 

Thyr. Tis your noblest course. 

Wisdom and fortune combating together, 

If that the former dare but what it can, 80 
No chance may shake it. Give me grace to lay 
My duty on your hand. 

Cleo. Your Cesar’s fhther oft. 

When he hath mus’d of taking kingdoms in, 
Bestow’d his lip* on that unworthy place, *4 
As it rain’d kisses. 


Re-enter antony and enobarbus. 

Ant. Favours, by Jove that thunders! 
What art thou, fellow? 

Thyr. One that but p e rfo r m s 

The bidding of the ftillest man, and worthiest 
To have command obey’d. 

Eno. {Aside.) Yta will be whipp’d. 88 
Ant. Approach theret Ah,youldte! Now, 
gods and devils! 

Authority melts from me: of late, when I cried 

Like boys unto a muss, kings would start forth. 
And cry,‘Your wfll?' Have you no eats? Iam 
Antony yet. 

Enter Attendants. 

Take hence this Jack and whip Urn. 93 
Eno. [Aside.] Tit better playing with a lion’s 
whelp 

Than with an old one dying. 

Ant. Moon and stars! 

Whip him. Were’t twenty of the greatest tribu¬ 
taries 96 

That do acknowledge Osar, should I find them 
So saucy with the hand of—she here, what s 
her name, 

Since rite was Cleopatra? Whip him, fellows, 
TflL like a boy, you see him range hit face too 
And whine aloud foe mercy; take Mm hence. 
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Thyr. Mark Antony,— 

Ant. Tug him away; being whipp’d, 

Bring him again; this Jack of Ctesar’s shall 
bear us an errand to him. 104 

li’xcuni Attendants with thyreus. 
You were half blasted ere I knew you; hal 
Have I my pillow left unpress’d in Rome, 
Forborne the getting of a lawful race. 

And by a gem of women, to be abus'd 108 
By one that looks on feeders? 

Cleo. Good my lord,— 

Ant. You have been a boggier ever: 

But when we in our viciousness grow hard,— 
Omiseryon't!—the wise gods seel our eyes; 112 
In our own filth drop our clear judgments; make 
us 

Adore our errors; laugh at’s while we strut 
To our confusion. 

Cleo. Ol is’t come to this? 

Ant. I found you as a morsel, cold upon 116 
Dead Cxsar’s trencher; nay, you were a frag¬ 
ment 

Of Cneius Pompey’s; besides what hotter hours. 
Unregister’d in vulgar fame, you have 
Luxuriously pick’d out; for, I am sure, 120 
Though you can guess what temperance should 
be, 

You know not what it is. 

Cleo. Wherefore is this? 

Ant. To let a fellow that will take rewards 
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Hence with thy stripes; be gone! 15: 

[Exit THYREUS 

Cleo. Have you done yet? 

Ant. Alack! our terrene moon 

Is now eclips’d; and it portends alone 
The fall of Antony. 

Cleo. I must stay his time. 

Ant. To flatter Gcsar, would you mingle 
eyes 156 

With one that ties his points? 

Cleo. Not know me yet? 

Ant. Cold-hearted toward me? 

Cleo. Ah! dear, if I he so. 

From my cold heart let heaven engender hail. 
And poison it in the source; and the first stone 
Drop in my neck: as it determines, so t6i 

Dissolve my life. The next Ctesarion smite. 
Till by degrees the memory of my womb, 

Together with my brave Egyptians all, 164 
By the discandying of this pelleted storm, 

Lie graveless, till the flies and gnats of Nile 
Have buried them for prey! 

Ant. I am satisfied. 

Caisar sits down in Alexandria, where 168 

I will oppose his fate. Our force by land 
Hath nobly held; our sever’d navy too 
Have knit again, and fleet, threat’ning most 
sea-like. 

Where hast thou been, my heart? Dost thou 
hear, lady? _ 172 


And say ‘God quit you! ’ be familiar with 124 If from the field I shall return once more 


My playfellow, your hand; this kingly seal 
And plighter of high hearts. Ol that I were 
Upon the hill of Basan, to outroar 
The homed herd; for I have savage cause; 128 
And to proclaim it civilly were like 
A halter’d neck, which does the hangman thank 
For being yare about him. 

Re-enter Attendants, with thyreus. 

Is he whipp’d? 
First Att. Soundly, my lord. 

Ant. Cried he? and begg’d a’ pardon? 
First Att. He did ask favour. 133 

Ant. If that thy father live, let him repent 
Thou wast not made his daughter; and be thou 
_ sorry 

To follow Caesar in his triumph, since 136 
Thou hast been whipp’d for following him: 
henceforth. 

The white hand of a lady fever thee. 

Shake thou to look on’t Get thee back to 
_ Caesar, 

Tell him thy entertainment; look, thou say 140 
He makes me angry with him; for he seems 
Proud and disdainful, harping on what I am. 
Not what he knew I was: he mokes me angry; 
And at this time most easy 'tis to do’t, 144 
When my good stars, that were my former 
guides, 

Have empty left their orbs, and shot their fires 
Into the abysm of hell. If he mislike 
My speech and what is done, tell him he has 148 
Hipparchus, my enftanched bondman, whom 
He may at pleasure whip, or hang, or torture. 
As he shall like, to quit me: urge It thou: 


To kiss these lips, I will appear in blood; 

I and my sword will earn our chronicle: 
There's hope in’t yet. 

Cleo. That’s my brave lord! 176 

Ant. Iwillbetreble-sinew’d,hearted,breath’d, 
And fight maliciously; for when mine hours 
Were nice and lucky, men did ransom lives 
Of me for jests; but now I’ll set my teeth, 1S0 
And send to darkness all that stop me. Come, 
Let’s have one other gaudy night: call to me 
All my sad captains; fill our bowls once more; 
Let’s mock the midnight belL 

Cleo. It is my birth-day: 184 

I had thought to have held it poor; but, since 
my lord 

Is Antony again, I will be Cleopatra, 

Ant. We will yet do well. 

Cleo. Call all his noble captains to my lord. 
Ant. Do so, we’ll speak to them; and to-night 
I’ll force 289 

The wine peep through their scan. Come on, 
my queen; 

There’s sap in’t yet. The next time I do fight 
I’ll make death love me, for I will contend 
Even with his pestilent scythe. 

[Exeunt all but enobarbus, 
Eno. Now he’ll outstaretlie lightning. To be 
furious 

Is to be frighted out of fear, and in that mood 
The do ve will peck the estridge; and I see still, 196 
A diminution in our captain’s brain 
Restores his heart. When valour preys on 
reason 

It eats the sword it fights with. I will seek 
Some way to leave him. [Exit. 
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ACT IV 

Scene I. —Before Alexandria. CiESAR’S Camp. 
Enter C£SAR, reading a letter; agkippa. 
MIC*NAS, and Others. 

Cat. He calls me boy, and chides as he had 
power 

To beat me out of Egypt; my messenger 
He hath whipp'd with rods; dares me to per¬ 
sonal combat, 

Caesar to Antony. Let the old ruffian know 4 
I have many other ways to die; meantime 
Laugh at his challenge. 

Alec. Caesar must think, 

When one so great begins to rage, he’s hunted 
Even to falling. Give him no breath, but now 8 
Make boot of his distraction: never anger 
Made good guard for itself. 

Cits. Let our best beads 

Know that to-morrow the last of many battles 
We mean to fight. Within our files there are, 12 
Of those that serv’d Mark Antony but late. 
Enough to fetch him in. See it done; 

And least the army; we have store to do’t, 
And they have earn’d the waste. Poor Antony! 

[Exeunt. 


Scene II.— Alexandria. A Room in the 
Palace. 

Enter antony, Cleopatra, enobarbus, 
charm ian, bias, alexas, and Others. 

Ant. He will not fight with me, Domitius. 
Eno. No. 

Ant. Why should he not? 

Eno. He thinks, being twenty times of better 
fortune, 

He is twenty men to one. 

Ant. To-morrow, soldier, 4 

By sea and land I’ll fight: or I will live, 

Or bathe my dying honour in the blood 
Shall make it live again. Woo’tthou fight well? 
Eno. I’ll strike, and cry. ‘Take all. 

Ant. Well said; come on. 8 

Call forth my household servants; let’s to¬ 
night 

Be bounteous at our meal. 


Enter three or four Servitors. 

Give me thy hand. 
Thou hast been rightly honest; so hast thou; 
Tbou; and thou, and Uiou: you have serv’d me 
well, 1* 

And kings have been your fellows. 

Cleo. What means this? 

Eno. [Aside to CLEOPATRA.) I ts one of those 
odd tricks which sorrow shoots 
Out of the mind. 

Ant. And thou art honest too. 

I wish I could be made so many men, i< 
And all of you clapp’d up together in 
An Antony, that I might do you service 

So good as you have done. 

Servants. The gods forbid! 

Am. Well, my good fellows, wait on me to- 


Scant not my cups, and make as much ot me 
As when mine empire was your fellow too. 
And suffer'd my command. 

Cleo. [Aside to enobarbus.] What does be 
mean? 

Eno. [Aside to Cleopatra.] To make his 
followers weep. 

Ant. Tend me to-night; 24 

May be it is the period of your duty: 

Haply, you shall not see me more; or if, 

A mangled shadow: perchance to-morrow 
You’ll serve another master. 1 look on you 28 
As one that takes his leave. Mine honest friends, 
I turn you not away; but, like a master 
Married to your good service, stay till death. 
Tend me to-night two hours, 1 ask no more, 32 
And the gods yield you for't! 

Eno. What mean you, sir. 

To give them this discomfort ? Look, they weep; 
And I, an ass, am onion-ey’d: fot shame, 
Transform us not to women. 

Ant. Ho, ho, ho! 36 

Now, the witch take me, if I meant it thus! 
Grace grow where those drops fall! My hearty 
friends. 

You take me in too dolorous a sense. 

For I spake to you for your comfort; did desire 
you 40 

To inirn this night with torches. Know, my 
hearts, 

I hope well of to-morrow; and will lead you 
Where rather I’ll expect victorious life 
Than death and honour. Let’s to supper, 
come, 44 

And drown consideration. (Exeunt. 


Scene Hf .—The Same. Before the Palace. 

Enter two Soldiers to their guard. 

First Sold. Brother, good night; to-morrow 
is the day. 

Sec. Sold. It will determine one way; fare 
you well. v 

Heard you of nothing strange about the streets ? 
First Sold. Nothing. What news? 4 

Sec. Sold. Belike, tis but a rumour. Good 
night to you. 

Firs?Sold. Well, air, good night. 

Enter two other Soldiers. 

See. Sold. Soldiers, have careful watch. 
Third Sold. And you. Good night, good 
night 

[The first two place themselves at their posts. 
Fourth Sold. Hen we: 

[They take their posts. 
And if to-morrow 9 

Our navy thrive. I have an absolute hope 
Our landmen will stand up. 

Third Sold. *T 1 » a brave army, 

And foil of purpose. 

[Music of hautboys under the stage. 
Fourth Sold. Peace 1 what noise? 

First Sold. List, list! «* 

See. Sold. Hark! 

First Sold. Muaic 1’ the air. 
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Third Sold. Under the earth. 

Fourth Sold. It signs well, does it not! 
Third Sold. No. 

First Sold. Peace, I sayl 

What should this mean? 

Sec. Sold. Tis the god Hercules, whom An¬ 
tony lov'd, z6 

Now leaves him. 

First Sold. Walk; let's see if other watch» 
men 

Do hear what we do. 

[They advance to another post. 
Sec. Sold. How now, masters! 

Soldiers. How nowl— 

How now!—do you hear this? 

First Sold. Ay; is’t not strange? 

Third Sold. Do you hear, masters? do you 
hear? 2a 

First Sold. Follow the noise so far as we 


have quarter; 

Let’s see how’t will give off. 

Soldiers. [Speaking together .J Content.—'Tis 
strange. [Exeunt. 


Scene IV. —The Same. A Room in the 
Palace. 

Enter antony and Cleopatra; charmian, 
and Others , attending. 

Ant. Eros! mine armour, Eros! 

Cleo. Sleep a little. 

Ant. No, my chuck. Eros, come; mine 
armour, Eros! 

Enter EROS, with armour. 

Came, good fellow, put mine iron on: 

If Fortune be not ours to-day, it it 4 

Because we brave her. Come. 

Cleo. Nay, I’ll help too. 

What’s this for? 

Ant. Ah! let be, let be; thou art 

The armourer of my heart: false, false; this, 
this. 

Cleo. Sooth, la! I’ll help: thus it must be. 
Ant. Well, well; 8 

We shall thrive now. Seest thou, my good 
fellow? 

Go put on thy defences. 

Eros. Briefly, air. 

Cleo. Is not this buckled well? 

Ant. Rarely, rarely: 

He that unbuckles this, dll we do please 12 
To daff’t for our repose, shall hear a storm. 
Thou fbmblest, Eros; and my queen ’a a squire 
More tight at this than thou: dispatch. O love! 
That thou couldtt see my wars to-day, and 
knew’st 16 

The royal occupation, thou shouldst see 
A workman in’L 


Enter an armed Soldier. 

__ Good morrow to thee; welcome; 

Thou look’st like him that knows a war-like 
charge: 

To business that we love we rise betime, so 
And go to't with delight. 


Sold. A thousand, sir. 

Early though't be, have on their riveted trim. 
And at the port expect you. 

[Shout. Trumpets flourish. 

Enter Captains and Soldiers. 

Capt. The mom is fair. Good morrow, 
general. 24 

All. Good morrow, general. 

Ant. ’Tis well blown, lads. 

This morning, like the spirit of a youth 
That means to be of note, begins betimes. 
So,so;come,givemethat:thisway;wellsaid. 28 
Fare thee well, dame, whate’er becomes of me; 
This is a soldier's kiss. [Kisses her.] Rebukeable 
And worthy shameful check it were, to stand 
On more mechanic compliment; I’ll leave thee 
Now, like a man of steel. You that will fight, 33 
Follow me close; I’ll bring you to't Adieu. 

[Exeunt ANTONY, Enos, Captains, 
and Soldiers. 

Char. Please you, retire to your chamber. 
Cleo. Lead me. 

He goes forth gallantly. That he and Cesar 
might 38 

Determine this great war in single fight! 

Then, Antony,—but now.—Well, on. [Exeunt. 


Scene V. — Alexandria. Antony’s Camp. 

Trumpets sound. Enter antony and Enos; a 
Soldier meeting them. 

Sold. The gods make this a happy day to 

Antony! 

Ant. Would thou and those thy scars bad 

once prevail’d 
To make me fight at land I 

Sold. Hadst thou done so. 

The kings that have revolted, and the soldier 4 
That has this morning left thee, would have still 
Follow’d thy heels. 

Ant. Who’s gone this morning? 

Sold. Whol 

One ever near thee: call for Enobarbus, 

He shall not hear thee; or from Cesar's camp I 
Say, *1 am none of thine'. 

Ant. What saytt thou? 

Sold. Sir, 

He is wife Cesar. 

Eros. Sir, his chests and treasure 

He has not wife him. 

Ant. Is he gone? 

Sold. Most certain. 

Ant. Go, Eros, send his treasure after; do it; 
Detain no jot, I charge thee. Write to him—13 
I will subscribe—gentle adieus and greetings; 
Say that I wish he never find more cause 
To change a master. O! my fortunes have 16 
Corrupted honest men. Dispatch. Enobarbusl 

[Exeunt. 

Scxne VL— Before Alexandria, caui't 
Camp. 

Flourish. Enter cant, with aquppa, eno- 
basjbus, and Others. 

Csss. Goforth, Agrippa, and begin the fight. 



[act IV 


ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA 1002 


Our will is Antony be took alive; 

Make it so known. 

Agr. Caesar, 1 shall. [Exit. 

Cas. The time of universal peace is near: s 
Prove this a prosperous day, the three-nook’d 
world 

Shall bear the olive finely. 


Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. Antony 

Is come into the field. 

Cas. Go charge Agrippa S 

Plant those that have revolted in the van. 
That Antony may seem to spend his fury 
Upon himself. [Exeunt C4ESAR and his Train. 

Eno. Alexas did revolt, and went to Jewry on 
Affairs of Antony; there did persuade 13 
Great Herod to incline himself to Caesar, 

And leave his master Antony: for this pains 
Caesar hath hang’d him. Canidius and the rest 
That fell away nave entertainment, but 17 
No honourable trust I have done ill. 

Of which I do accuse myself so sorely 
That I will joy no more. 


Enter a Soldier of cesar’s. 

Sold. Enobarbus, Antony 20 

Hath after thee sent all thy treasure, with 
His bounty overplus: the messenger 
Came on my guard; and at thy tent is now 
Unloading of his mules. 

Eno. I give it you. 24 

Sold. Mock not Enobarbus. 

I tell you true: best you taf’d the bringer 
Out of the host; I must attend mine office 
Or would have done'tmyseh. Your emperor 28 
Continues still a Jove. [Exit. 

Eno. I am alone the villain of the earth. 
And feel I am so most O Antony! 

Thou mine of bounty, how wouldst thou have 
paid 32 

My better service, when my t*irpitude 
Thou dost so crown with goldl This blows my 
heart: 

If swift thought break ; a swifter mean 
Shall outstrike though* .... ought will do’t, 
I feel. 3< 

I fight against thee! 1 o: T vi. so seek 
Some ditch, wherein to cie. the foul’st best fits 
My latter part of life. {Exit. 


Sana VTL —Field of Battle between the 
Camps. 

Alarum. Drums and •limpets. Enter achupp* 
and Others. 

Agr. Retire, we have engag’d ourselves too 

Ciuar himself has work, and our oppression 
Exceeds what we expected. [Exeunt. 

Alarum. Enter aktony, and scvkus wounded, 
dear. O my brave emperor, this is fought 
indeed! 4 

Had we done so at first, we had droven them 

home 


With clouts about their heads. 

Ant. Thou bleed’st apace. 

Scar. I had a wound here that was like a T, 
But now ’tis made an H. 

Ant. They do retire. 8 

Scar. We’ll beat’em into bench-holes :I have 
yet 

Room for six scotches more. 

Enter Enos. 

Eros. They are beaten, sir; and our advan¬ 
tage serves 
For a fair victory. 

Scar. Let us score their backs, 12 

And snatch ’em up, as we take hares, behind: 
’Tis sport to maul a runner. 

Ant. I will reward thee 

Once for thy sprightly comfort, and ten-fold 
For thy good valour. Come thee on. 

Scar. I’ll halt after. [Exeunt. 


Scene VUI. —Under the Watts of Alexandria. 
Alarum. Enter ANTOinr, marching; scarcs, 
and Forces. 

Ant. We have beat him to his camp; run 
one before 

And let the queen know of our gests. To¬ 
morrow, 

Before the sun shall see’s, we’ll spill the blood 
That has to-day escap’d. I thank you all; 4 
For doughty-handed are you, and have fought 
Not as you serv’d the cause, but as’t had been 
Each man’s like mine; you have shown all 
Hectors. 

Enter the city, clip your wives, your friends, 8 
Tell them your feats; whilst they with joyful 
tears 

Wash the congeaiment from your wounds, and 

Irina 

The honour’d gashes whole. [To scarl’s.] Give 
me thy hand: 


Enter Cleopatra, attended. 

To this great fairy I’ll commend thy acts, 12 
Make her thanks bless thee. O thou day o’ the 
world! 

Chain mine arm’d neck; leap thou, attire and 
all, 

Through proof ofhamess to my heart, and there 
Ride on the pants triumphing. 

Cleo. Lord of lords! 

O infinite virtue! corn’s! thou smiling from 
The world’s great snare uncaught 1 
Ant. My 1 1 

We have beat them to their beds. 

though grey 
Do something mingle with our younger brown, 
yet ha’ we 20 

A brain that nourishes our nerves, and can 
Get goal for goal of youth. Behold this man; 
Commend unto his lip* thy favouring hand: 
Kiss it, my warrior: be hath fought to-day 24 
As if a god, in hate of mankind, had 
Destroy d in such a shape. , , 

Cleo. I’ll give thee, friend. 
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An armour all of gold; It was a king's. 

Ant. He has deserv'd it, were it caiDuncled 
Like holy Phoebus’ car. Give me thy hand: as 
Through Alexandria make a jolly march; 

Bear our hack'd targets like the men that owe 
them: 

Had our great palace the capacity 3a 

To camp this host, we all would sup together 
And drink carouses to the next day's fate. 
Which promises royal peril. Trumpeters, 
With brazen diq blast you the city's ear, 36 
Make mingle with our rattling ta bo urines. 
That heaven and earth may strike their sounds 
together. 

Applauding our approach. [Exeunt. 

Scene IX.— cxsar’s Camp. 

Sentinels on their post. 


Demurely wake the sleepers. Let us bear him 
To the court of guard; he is of note: our hour 
Is fully out. 

Third Sold. Come on, then; 33 

He may recover yet. [Exeunt with the body. 

Scene X.— Between the two Camps. 
Enter Antony and sc arcs, with Forces, 
marching. 

Ant. Their preparation is to-day by sea; 
We please them not by land. 

Scar, For both, my lord. 

Ant. I would they'd fight V the fire or i' the 
air- 

We’d fight there too. But this it is; cur foot 4 
Upon the hills adjoining to the city 
Shall stay with us; order for sea is given. 
They have put forth the haven, 7 


First Sold. If we be not reliev’d within this Where their appointment we may best discover 


hour. 

We must return to the court of guard: the night 
Is shiny, and they say we shall embattle 
By the second hour 1’ the mom. 

Sec. Sold. This last day was 4 

A shrewd one to’s. 

Enter ENOBARBUS. 

Eno. Oi bear me witness, night,— 

Third Sold. What man is this? 

Sec. Sold. Stand dose and list him. 

Eno. Bewitness to me, O thou blessed moon, 
When men revolted shall upon record 8 
Bear hateful memory, poor Enobarbus did 
Before thy face repent! 

First Sold. Enobarbus I 

Third Sold. Peace! 

Hark further. 

Eno. O sovereign mistress of true melancholy, 
The poisonous damp of night disponge upon 
me. 13 

That life, a very rebel to my will. 

May hang no longer on me; throw my heart 
Against the flint and hardness of my fault, 16 
Which, being dried with grief, will break to 
powder. 

And finish all foul thoughts. O Antony l 
Nobler than my revolt is infamous. 

Forgive me in thine own particular; 20 

But let the world rank me in register 
A master-leaver and a fugitive. 

O Antony! O Antony! [Dies. 

Sec. Sold. Let’s speak to him. 24 

First Sold. Let’s hear him, for the things he 
speaks 

May concern Oesar. 

Third Sold. Let’s do so. But he sleeps. 
First Sold. Swounds rather; for so bad a 
prayer as his 
Was never yet for sleep. 

Sec. Sold. Go we to him. s8 


And look on their endeavour. ~ [Exeunt. 
Enter cxsAit, and his Forces, marching. 

Cats. But being charg’d, we will be still by 
land. 

Which, as I take’s, we shall; for his best force 
Is forth to man his galleys. To the vales, 12 
And hold our best advantage! [ Exeunt. 

Reenter antony and sc ARCS. 

Ant. Yet they are not join’d. Where yond 
pine does stand 

I shall discover all: Fll bring thee word 
Straight how ’tis like to go. [Exit. 

Scar. Swallows have built 16 

In Cleopatra’s sails their nests; the augurers 
Say they know not, they cannot te)l;look grimly. 
And date not speak their knowledge. Antony 
Is valiant, and dejected; and, by starts, 20 
Hi", betted fortunes give him hope and fbax 
Of what he has and has not. 

[Alarum afar off, as at a sea-fight. 

Re-enter ANTONY. 

Ant. All is lost! 

this foul Egyptian hath betrayed me; 

My fleet ham yielded to the foe, and yonder 24 

They cast their caps up and carouse together 
like friends long lost. Triple-tum’d whore! 
’tis thou 

Hast sold me to this novice, and my heart 
Makes only wars on thee. Bid them all fly; 28 
For when I am reveng’d upon my charm, 

I have done alL Bid them all fly: be gone. 

[Exit SCAMS. 

O son! thy uprise shall I see no more: 

Fortune and Antony part here; even here_32 

Do we shake hands. All come to this? The 
hearts 

That spaniel'd me at heels, to whom I gave 

__ ___ Their wishes, do discandy, melt their sweets 

Third Sold. Awake, sir, awake! speak to us. On blossoming Caaar; and this pine is bark’d, 
Sec. Sold. Hear you, sir? That overtopp’d them afl. Betray’d I am. 37 

First Sold. The hand of death hath n.jght O this false soul of Egypt! this grave charm. 
Mm. [Drums afar off. Whose eyes beck'd form my wars, and call d 

Hark! the drums 
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Whose bosom was my crownet, my chief end, 40 
Like a right gipsy, hath, at fast and loose. 
Beguil’d me to the very heart of loss. 

What, Erosl Eros! 

Enter Cleopatra. 

Ah! thou spell. Avaunt! 
Cleo. Why is my lord enrag'd against his 
love? 44 

Ant. Vanish, or I shall give thee thy de¬ 
serving. 

And blemish Caesar's triumph. Let him take 
thee. 

And hoist thee up to the shouting plebeians; 
Follow his chariot, like the greatest spot 48 
Of all thy sex: most monster-like, be shown 
For poor'st diminutives, for doits; and let 
Patient Octavia plough thy visage up 
With her prepared nails. [ Exit Cleopatra. 

Tis well thou’rt gone, sa 
If it be well to live; but better ‘twere 
Thou fell’st into my fury, for one death 
Might have prevented many. Eros, hoi 
The shirt of Nessus is upon me; teach me, *6 
Alddes. thou mine ancestor, thy rage; 

Let me lodge Lichas on the horns o’ the moon; 
And with those hands, that grasp’d the heaviest 
club. 

Subdue my worthiest self. The witch shall die: 
To the young Roman boy she hath sold me, and 
I fall 61 

Under this plot: she dies fort. Eros, hoi 

l Exit. 


SdNS XL—■Alexandria. A Roan In the 
Palace. 


filter CLSOPAT1A, ckarmian, ISAS, and 
MARDIAN. 

dee. Help me, my women! O! he is more 
mad 

Than Telamon for his shield; the boar of 
Thessaly 

Was never so emboss'd. 

Char. To the monument! 

There lock yourself, and send him word you are 

dead. 4 

The soul and body rive not more in parting 
Than greatness going off. 

'Cleo. To foe monument! 

Mardian, go tell him I have slain myself: 

Say that the last I spoke was ‘Antony’, 8 
And word it, prithee, piteously. Hence, 
Mardian, and bring me how he takes my death. 
To the monument! {Exeunt. 


Scots XXL—The Same. Another Room. 

Enter ANTONY and mos. 

Ant. Eros, thou yet bcbold’st me? 

Eros. Ay, noble lord. 

Am. Sometimes we see a cloud that's dra- 
gonish; 

A vapour sometime like a bear or Hon, 

A tower'd dtadeL a pendant rock, « 

A forked mountain, or blue promontory 
With trees upon’t, that nod onto the worm 


And mock our eyes with air: thou hast seen 
these signs; 

They are black vesper’s pageants. 

Eros. Ay, my lord. 8 

Ant. That which is now a horse, even with 
a thought 

The rack dislimns, and makes it indistinct. 

As water is in water. 

Eros. It does, my lord. 

Ant. My good knave, Eros, now thy captain 
is 12 

Even such a body; here I am Antony; 

Yet cannot hold this visible shape, my knave. 
I made these wars for Egypt; and the queen, is 
Whose heart I thought Ihad, for she had mine. 
Which whilst it was mine had annex’d unto't 
A million more, now lost; she, Eros, has 
Pack’d cards with Cssar, and false-play’d my 
glory 

Unto an enemy's triumph. 20 

Nay, weep not, gentle Eros; there is left us 
Ourselves to end ourselves. 


Enter MARDIAN. 

OI thy vile lady; 
She has robb’d me of my sword. 

Mar. No, Antony; 

My mistress lov’d thee, and her fortunes min¬ 
gled 24 

With thine entirely. 

Ant. Hence, saucy eunuch; peace! 

She hath betray'd me and shall die the death. 
Mar. Death of one person can be paid but 
once, 

Andthatshr.hBsiHsrhaig’d. What thou wouldst 
do as 

Is done unto thy hand; the last she spake 
Was, ‘Antony! most noble Antony 1 ’ 

Then in foe midst a tearing groan did break 
The name of Antony; it was divided 32 
Between her heart and lips. She render’d life. 
Thy name so buried in her. 

Ant. Dead, then? 

Mar. Dead. 

Ant. Unarm, Eros; foe long day’s task is 
done, 

And we must sleep. [To mardian.] That thou 
depart’st hence safe, 36 

Does pay thy labour richly; go. [Exit mardian. 
_ Off, pluck off: 

The seven-fold shield of Ajax cannot keep 
The battery from my heart O! cleave, my 
sides; 

Heart once be stronger than thy continent 4° 
Crack thy frail cose! Apace, Eros, apace. 

No more a soldier; bruised pieces, go; 

You have been nobly borne. From me awhile. 

[Exit EROS. 

I win o’ertake thee, Cleopatra, and 44 

Weep for my pardon. So it must be, for now 
All length la torture; since foe torch Is out 
Lie down, and stray no farther. Now all labour 
Mats what It does; yea, very force entangles 4* 
Itself with strength; teal then, and all is done. 
Eros!—I come, my queen.—Erosl—Stay fo r 
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Where souls do couch on flowers, well hand in 


And with our sprightly port make the ghosts 

Diio and her dBneas shall want troops. 

And all the haunt be ours. Come, Erosi Erosl 

Re-enter EROS. 

Eros. What would my lord? 

Ant. Since Cleopatra died, 

I have liv'd in such dishonour, that the gods 36 
Detest my baseness. I, that with my sword 
Quarter’d the world, and o’er green Neptune’s 
back 

With ships made cities, condemn myself to lack 
The courage of a woman; less noble mind 60 
Than she, which by her death our Cxsar tells 
‘I am conqueror of myself’. Thou art sworn, 
Eros, 

Than, when die exigent should come,—which 
now 

Is come indeed,—when I should see behind me 
The inevitable prosecution of 65 

Disgrace and horror, that, on my command. 
Thou then wouldst kill me: do’t; the time is 
come. 

Thou strik’st not me, *tis Ctesar thou defeat’st 
Put colour in thy cheek. 

Eros. The gods withhold met 

Shall I do that which all the Parthian darts, 
Though enemy, lost aim and could not? 

Ant. Eros, 

Wouldst thou be window’d in great Rome, and 
see 

Thy master thus with pleach’d arms, bending 
down 

His corrigible neck, his face subdu’d 
To penetrative shame, whilst the wheel'd seat 
Of fortunate Catsar, drawn before him, branded 
His baseness that ensu’d? 

Eros. I would not see’t 

Ant. Come, then; for with a wound I must 
be cur'd. 

Draw that dry honest sword, which thou hast 
worn 

Most mdbl for thy country. 

Eros. O, sir! pardon me. so 

Ant. When I did make thee free, swor’st thou 
not then 

To do this when I bade thee? Do it at once. 
Or thy precedent services are all 
But accidents unpurpos'd. Draw, and come, 84 
Eros. Turn from me then that noble ccfun- 
tenance, 

Wherein the worship of die whole world lies. 
Ant. Lo thee! [Turning from him. 

Eros. My sword fa drawn. 
dnt. Then let It do at once 88 

The thing why thou hast drawn it 
Eros. My dear master. 

My captain, and my e m peror, let me say. 
Before I strike thisbloody stroke, fiueweu. 
Ant. Tli said, man; and farewell. 9 * 
&os. Farewell, great chief. Shall I strike 
now? 

Am. Now, Bros. 


Eros. Why, them then; thus do I escape the 
sorrow [KiUs himself. 

Of Antony’s death. 

Ant. Thrice-nobler than myself! 

Thou teachest me, O valiant Eros, what 96 
I should, and thou couldst not My queen and 
Eros 

Have by their brave instruction got upon me 
A nobleness in record; but I will be 
A bridegroom in my death, and run into’t roe 
As to a lover’s bed. Come, then; and, Eros, 
Thy master dies thy scholar: to do thus 

[Falls on his sword. 

I team’d of thee. Howl not dead? not dead? 
The guard, hoi O! dispatch me. 

Enter dekcetas and Guard. 

First Guard. What’s the noise? 104 

Ant. I have done my work ill, friends: Ol 
make an end 
Of what I have begun. 

See. Guard. The star fa fallen. 

First Guard. And time is at his period. 

AU. Alas, and woe! 

Ant. Let him that loves me strike me dead. 
First Guard. Not L 108 

See. Guard. Nor L 

Third Guard. Nor any one. [Exeunt Guard. 
Der. Thy death and fortunes bid thy followers 
fly. 

This sword but shown to Caesar, with this 
tidings, 11s 

Shall enter me with him. 

Enter DIOMEDES. 

Dio. Where's Antony? 

Der. There, DiomecLthere. 

Dio. Lives he? 

Wilt than rot answer, man? [Exit dekcbtas. 
Ant. Art thou there, Diomed? Draw thy 
sword, and give me 116 

Sufficing strokes for death. 

Dio. Most absolute lord. 

My mistress Cleopatra sent me to thee. 

Ant. When did she send thee? 

Dio. Now, my lord. 

Ant. Where fa she? 

Dio. Lock’d in her monument. She had a 
prophesying fear iso 

Of what hath come to pan; for when she saw— 
Which never shall be found—you did suspect 
She had dispos’d with Caesar, and that your rage 
Would not be purg’d, the sent you word sue 
was dead: >34 

But, fearing since how it might work, hath sent 
Me to prod aim the truth; and I am came, 

I dreacLtoo late. 

Ant. Too late, good Diomed. Call my guard, 
I prithee. t« 

Dio. What, hoi die emperor’s guard! The 
guard, what, ho! 

Come, your lord calls! 

Enter four or five of the Guard of ANTONY. 
Ant. Bear me, good friends, where Cleopatra 
bides; 

Tfa the last servioe diet I shall command you. 
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Fb-it Guard. Woe, woe ate we, alt, yon may 
not live to wear 133 

All your true followers out. 

AIL Most heavy day I 

Ant. Nay, good my fellows, do not please 
sharp fate 

To grace it with your sorrows; bid that welcome 
Which comes to punish us, and we punish it 137 
Seeming to bear it lightly. Take me up; 

I have led you oft; carry me now, good friends. 
And have my thanks for all. 140 

[Exeunt, bearing ANTONY. 

SatNE XHL —The Same. A Monument. 
Enter Cleopatra and her maids aloft, with 

CHAKMIAN and ERAS. 

Cleo. OCbaimian! I will never go from hence. 
Char. Be comforted, dear madam. 

Cleo. No, I will not. 

All strange and terrible events are welcome, 
But comforts we despise; our size of sorrow, 4 
Proportion’d to our cause, must be as great 
As that which makes it. 

Enter, below, DfOMEDES. 

How now 1 is he dead? 
Dio. His death’s upon him, but not dead. 
Look out o’ the other side your monument; 8 
His guard have brought him thither. 

Enter, bclojf, antont, borne by the Guard. 
Cleo. O sun I 

Bum the great sphere thou mov’st in; darkling 
stand 

The varying star o’ the world. O Antony, 
Antony, Antony! Help, Chairman, help, Iras, 
help: 11 

Help, mends below! let’s draw him hither. 

Ant. « Peace! 

Not Cesar's valour hath o’erthrown Antony, 
But Antony’s hath triumph’d on itself. 

Cko. So it should be, that none but Antony 16 
Should conquer Antony; but woe ’tis sol 
Ant. I am dying, Egypt, dying; only 
I here importune death awhile, until 
Of many thousand kisses the poor last so 
1 lay upon thy Bps. 

Cleo. I dare not, dear,— 

Dear my lord, pardon ,—1 dare not. 

Lest I be taken; not the imperious show 
Of die fiiB-foitun’d Cesar ever shall 34 

Be brooch’d with me; if knife, drugs, serpents, 
have 

Edge, sdng.or operation, I am safe: 

Your wife Octavla, with her modest eyes 
And sdU conclusion, shall acquire no honour 18 
Demising upon me. But come, come, An¬ 
tony,— 

Help me, my women,—we must draw thee up. 
Assist, good friends. 

Ant. Ol quick, or I am gone. 

Cleo. Here ’siport indeed! How heavy weighs 
my lord! 32 

Our strength is sB gone into heaviness. 
That makes the weight Had I great Juab’s 


The strong-wing'd Mercury should fetch thee 
up. 

And set thee by Jove’s side. Yet come a little, 36 
Wishers were ever fools. O! come, come, come; 

[They heave antony aloft to cleopahla. 
And welcome, welcome! die where thou hast 
liv'd; 

Quicken with kissing; had my lips that power, 
Thus would 1 wear them out 
All. A heavy sight! 40 

Ant. I am dying, Egypt, dying; 

Give me some wine, and let me speak a little. 
Cleo. No, let me speak; and let me rail so 
high. 

That the false housewife Fortune break her 
wheel, 44 

Provok’d by my offence. 

Ant. One word, sweet queen. 

Of Cassar seek your honour with your safety. Ol 
Cleo. They do not go together. 

Ant. Gentle, hear me: 

None about Cesar trust, but Proculeius. 48 
Cleo. My resolution and my hands I’ll trust; 
None about Cesar. 

Ant. The miserable change now at my end 
Lament nor sorrow at; bat please your thoughts 
In feeding them with those my former fortunes 
Whetein I liv’d, the gr ea test prince o’ the world, 
The noblest: and do now not basely die, 

Not cowardly pot off my helmet to 56 

My countryman; a Roman by a Roman 
Valiantly vanquish’d. Now my spirit is going; 
I can no more. 

Cleo. Noblest of men, woo’t die? 

Hast thou no care of me? shall I abide 60 
In this dull world, which in thy absence is 
No better than a sty? Ol see my women, 

[antony dies . 

The crown o’ the earth doth melt. My lord! 
O! wither’d is the garland of fee war, &4 
The soldier's pole is faU'n; young boys and girts 
Are level now wife map; the odds is gone. 
And there is nothing left remarkable 
Beneath the visiting moon. [Swoons. 

Char. O, quietness, lady! 68 

Iras. She is dead too, our sovereign. 

Char. Lady! 

Iras. Madam I 

Char. O maoam, madam, madam! 

Iras. Royal Egypt! 

Ernprss*! 

Char. Peace, peace, Iras! 71 

Cleo. No more, but e’en a woman, and com¬ 
manded 

By such poor passion as fee maid feat milks 
Mid does the meanest chares. It were for me 
To throw my sceptre at fee injurious gods; 76 
To tell them that this world did equal theirs 
Till they had stol'n our Jewel. AH’s out naught; 
Patience is sottish, and impatience does 
Became a dog that’s mad; then is it sin 
To rush into the secret house of death. 

Ere death dare come to us? How do you, 
women? 

What, what! good cheer! Why, how sow* 

- lI 
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My noble girist Ah, women, women, look! 84 
Our lamp is spent, it’s out. Good sin, take 
heart;— 

We'll bury him; and then, what'sbrave, what's 
noble. 

Let’s do it after the high Roman fashion. 

And make death proud to take us. Come, 
away; 88 

This case of that huge spirit now is coldr 
Ah! women, women. Come; we have notriend 
But resolution, and the briefest end. 

[Exeunt; those above bearing 
off Atman’s body. 

ACT V 

SCENE I. — Alexandria. CJBSAX’S Camp. 
Enter cesAm, acjripfa, dolabella, mecsnas, 
callus, proculeius, and Others. 

Cars. Go to him, Dolabella, bid him yield; 
Being so frustrate, tell him he modes 
The pauses that he makes. 

Dot. Caesar, I shall. [Exit. 

Enter dercetas, with the sword of ANTONY. 
Cas. Wherefore is that? and what art thou 
that dar’st 4 

Appear thus to us? 

Der. I am call’d Dercetas; 

Mark Antony I serv’d, who best was worthy 
Best to be serv'd; whilst he stood up and spoke 
He was my master, and I wore my life 8 
To spend upon his haters. If thou please 
To take me to thee, as I was to him 
I'll be to Caesar; if thou pleasest not, 

1 yield thee up my life. 

Cats. What is’t thou sayst? is 

Der. I say, O Qesar, Antony is dead. 

Cas. The breaking of so great a thing should 
make 

A greater crack; the round world 
Should have shook lions into dvil streets, 16 
And citizens to their dens. The death of Antony 
Is not a single doom; in the name lay 
A moiety of the world. 

Der. He is dead, Qesar; 

Not by a public minister of justice, 20 

Nor by a hired knife; but that self hand, 
Which writ his honour in the acts it did. 

Hath, with the courage which the heart did 
lend it, 

Spiitted the heart. This is his sword; 24 
I robb’d his wound of it; behold it stain’d 
With his most noble blood. 

Cas. Look you sad, friends? 

The gods rebuke me, but it is tidings 
To wash the eyes of kings. 

Ayr. And strange it is, 18 

That nature must compel us to lament 
Our most persisted deeds. 

_ Mec. His taints and honours 

Wag’d equal with him. 

Ayr. A rarer spirit never 

Did steer humanity; but you, gods, will give us 
Some faults to make us men. Qesar is touch'd. 
Mec. When such a spacious minor’s set be¬ 
fore him. 


He needs must tee himself. 

Cas. O Antony! 

I have follow’d thee to this; but we do lance 36 
Diseases in our bodies: I must perforce 
Have shown to thee such a declining day. 

Or look on thine; we could not stall together 
In the whole world. But yet let me lament, 40 
With tears as sovereign as the blood of hearts. 
That thou, my brother, my competitor 
In top of all design, my mate in empire. 
Friend and companion in the from of war, 44 
The arm of mine own body, and the heart 
Where mine his thoughts did kindle, that our 
stars, 

UnreconcOiable, should divide 

Our equalness to this. Hear me, good friends,— 

Enter an Egyptian. 

But I will teD you at some me c t er season: 48 
The business of this man looks out of him; 
Well hear him what he says. Whence are you ? 
Egyp. A poor Egyptian yet. The queen my 
mistress, 32 

Confin’d in all she has, her monument. 

Of thy intents desires instruction. 

That she preparedly may frame heraetf 
To the way she’s forc’d to. 

Cas. Bid her have good heart; 58 

She soon shall know of us, by some of ours. 
How honourable and how kindly we 
Determine for her; for Qesar cannot live 
To be ungentle. 

Egyp. So the gods preserve thee! to 

l Exit. 

Cas. Come hither, Proculeius. Go and say. 
We purpose her no shame; give her what com¬ 
forts 

The quality of her passion Shall require. 

Lest in her greatness, by some mortal stroke 64 
She do defeat us; for her life in Rome 
Would be eternal in our triumph. Go, 

And with your speediest bring us what she says. 
And how you find of her. 

Pro. Qesar, I shall. [Exit. 

Cas. GaBus, go you along. [Exit callus. 

Where’s Dolabella, 

To second Proculeius? 

Dolabella! 


fac. 


Cas. Let him alone, for 1 remember now 
How he’s employ’d; he shall in time be ready. 
Go with me to my tent; where you shall see 73 
How hardly I was drawn into this war; 

How calm and gentle I proceeded still 
In all my writings. Go with me, and see 78 
What 1 can show in this. [Exeunt. 

Scene n. —The Same. The Monument. 
Enter aloft, Cleopatra, CHARM1AN, and ntAS. 

Cleo. My desolation does begin to make 
A better life. Tis paltry to be Qesar: 

Not being Fortune, he’s but Fortune's knave, 
A minister of her will; and it is great 4 
To do that thing that ends all other deeds. 
Which shackles accidents, and bolts up change. 
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Cleo. Sir, I will eat no meat, Fll not drink, 

sit; 49 

Enter,below, proculeks,callus, anrfSoIdiera. ThfcSSSousem mm. 

Pro. Caesar sends greeting to the Queen of Do Cassar what he can. Know, sir, that 1 si 


"Which sleeps, and never palates more the dag, 
The beggar’s nurse and Cesar’s. 8 


And Bids thee study on what fair demands 
Thou mean'st to have him grant thee. 

Cleo. What’s thy name! 

Pro. My name is Proculeius. 

Cleo. Antony u 

Did tell me of you, bade me trust you; but 
I do not greatly care to be deceiv’d. 

That have no use for trusting. If your master 
Would have a queen his beggar, yon must tell 
him, 16 

That majesty, to keep decorum, must 
No less beg than a kingdom: if be please 
To give me conquer’d Egypt for my son. 

He gives me so much ofmine own as I so 
Wilflcneel to him with thanks. 

Pro. Be of good cheer; 

You're fall’n into a princely hand, fear no¬ 
thing. 

Make your full reference freely to my lord. 
Who is so full of grace, that it flows over at 
On all that need; let me report to him 
Your sweet dependency, and you shall find 
A conqueror that will pray in aid for kindness 
Where he for grace is kneel'd to. 

Cleo. Pray you, tell him a8 

I am his fortune’s vassal, and 1 send him 
The greatness he has got. I hourly leam 
A doctrine of obedience, and would gladly 
Look kim i’ the face. 

Pro. This Fll report, dear lady: js 

Have comfort, for I know your plight is pitied 
Of him that caus’d it. 

Gal. You see how easily she may be surpris’d. 


[PROCULEIUS and two of the Guard ascend Is’t not your trick ? 


Will not wait pinion’d at your master’s court. 
Nor once be chastis'd with the sober eye 
Of dull Octavia. Shall they hoist me up 
And show me to the shouting varletry 56 
Of censuring Rome? Rather a ditch in Egypt 
Be gentle grave unto me! rather on Niius’ mud 
Lay me stark nak’d, and let the water-flies 
Blow me into abhorring! rather make 60 
My country's high pyramides my gibbet. 

And bang me up in chains 1 

Pro. You do extend 

These thoughts of horror further than you shall 
Find cause in Caesar. 

Enter DOLABELLA. 

Dot Proculeius, 64 

What thou hast done thy master Cesar knows, 
And he hath sent for thee; as for the queen. 
I’ll take her to my guard. 

Pro. So, Dolabella, 

It shall content me best; be gentle to her. 68 
ITo Cleopatra.] To Caesar I will speak what 
you shall please, 

If you'll employ me to him. 

Cleo. Say, 1 would die. 

[Exploit proculeius and Soldiers. 

Dot. Most noble empress, you have heard of 
me? 

Cleo. I cannot telL 

Dot. Assuredly you know me. 7a 

Cleo. No matter, sir, what I have heard or 
known. 

You laugh when boys or women tell their 
dreams; 


the monument by a ladder, and come be¬ 
hind cleopatra. Some of the Guard 
unbar and open the gates, discovering 
the lower room of the monument. 

ITo proculeius and the Guard.] Guard her till 
Cesar come. [Exit. 

Iras. Royal queen! 37 

Char. O Cleopatra! thou art taken, queen. 
Cleo. Quick, quick, good hands. 

_ „ {Drawing a dagger. 

Pro. Hold, worthy lady, holdl 

{Seizes and disarms her. 
Do not yossieif such wrong, who are in this 40 
Reliev’d, but not betray’d. 

C.leo. What, of death too. 

That rids our dogs of languish? 

_ Rro. Cleopatra, 

Do not abuse my master's bounty by 
The undoing of yourself; let the world see 44 
His . >- .ieness well acted, which your death 
Win never let come forth. 

Cleo. When art thou, death} 

Come hither, cornel come, come, and take a 
queen 

Worth many babes and beggars! 

Pro, O! temperance, lady. 


Dot. I understand not, madam. 

Cleo. I dream’d them was an Emperor An¬ 
tony: 76 

Ol such another sleep, that I might see 
But such another man. 

Dot. If it might please ye,— 

Cleo. Hit face was as the heavens, and therein 
stuck 

A sun and moon, which kept their course, and 
lighted 3 o 

The little O, the earth. 

Dot Most sovereign creature,— 

Cleo. His legs bestrid the ocean; his rear’d 
arm 

Crested the world; his voice was propertied 
As all the tuned spheres, and that to friends; *4 
But when he meant to quail and shake the orb, 
He was as rattling thunder. For his bounty, 
There was no winter in’t, an autumn 'twas 
That grew the more by reaping; his delights «» 
Were doiphin-like, they ahow'd his back above 
The element they liv’d in; in his livery , 

Walk’d crowns and crownets, realms andislanas 

were 

As plates dropp’d from Ms pocket. 

Dol. (StoopattR,— 
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Cleo. Think you there was, or might be, such 
a man 

As this I dream'd of? 

Dol. Gentle madam, no. 

Cleo. You lie, up to the hearing of the gods. 

But, if there be, or ever were, one such, 96 
It’s past the size of dreaming; nature wants 

stuff _ -^ » --- 

To vie strange forms with fancy; yet to imagine To myself nothing. Speak the truth, Seleucus. 
An Antony were nature’s piece 'gainst fancy. Set. Madam, »44 

Condemning shadows quite. I had rather seal my bps, than, to my peril, 

Dol. Hear me, good madam. 100 Speak that which is not. 


Cleo. [Giving a Scroll .] This is the brief of 
money, plate, and jewels, 137 

I am possess’d of: ’tis exactly valued: 

Not petty things admitted. Where’s Seleucus? 
Sel. Here, madam. 140 

Cleo. This is my treasurer; let him speak, my 
lord, 

Upon ms peril, that I have reserv’d 


Your loss is as yourself, great; and you bear it 
As answering to the weight: would I might 
never 

O’ertake pursu’d success, but I do feel. 

By the rebound of yours, a grief that smites 104 
My very heart at toot. 

Cleo. I thank you, sir. 

Know you what Casar means to do with me? 
Dol. I am loath to tell you what I would you 
knew. 

Cleo. Nay, pray you, sir,— 

Dol. Though he be honourable,— 10S 
Cleo. He’ll lead me then in triumph? 

Dol. Madam, he will; I know’t. 

{Within, ‘Make way there!—Csesar! 


Cleo. What have I kept back? 

Sel. Enoughtopurchasewhatyouhavemade 
known. 

Car. Nay, blush not, Cleopatra; I approve 
Your wisdom in the deed. 

Cleo. See! Caaar! O, behold, 149 

How pomp Is follow’d; mine will now be yours; 
And, should we shift estates, yours would be 
mine. 

The ingratitude of this Seleucus does 15a 

Even make me wild. O slave! of no more trust 
Than love that’s hir’d. Whatlgoestthouback? 
thou shalt 

Go back, I warrant thee; but I’ll catch thine eyes. 
Though they had wings: slave, soulless villain, 
dog! **• 

O rarely base! 

Car. Good queen, let us entreat you. 

Cleo. O Csesar! what a wounding shame is 
this. 


Enter catSAR, callus, proculeius, mecenas, 
seleucus, and Attendants. 

Car. Which is the Queen of Egypt? —... . ..._ 

Dol. It is the emperor, madam. tra That thou, vouchsafing here to visit me, 

[cleopatra Kneels. Doing the honour of thy lordhneas 
Car. Arise, you shall not kneeL 
I pray you, rise; rise, Egypt. 

Cleo. Sir, the gods 

Will have it thus; my master and my lord 
I must obey. 


iso 


To one so meek, that mine own servant should 
Parcel the sum of my disgraces by 
Addition of his envy. Say, good Cesar, 

That I some lady trifles have reserv’d, 1*4 
Immoment toys, things of such dignity_ 


Car. Take to you no hard thoughts; 116 As we greet modern mends withal; and say. 


The record of what injuries you did us, 
Though written in our flesh, we shall remember 
As things but done by chance. 

Cleo. Sole sir o’ the world, 

I cannot project mine own cause so well lao 
To make it clear: but do confess I have 
Been laden with like frailties which before 
Have often sham’d our sex. 

Car. Cleopatra, know, 

We will extenuate rather than enforce: «4 
If you anply yourself to our intents,— 

Which towards you are most gentle,—you shall 
find 

A benefit in this change; but if you seek 
To lay on me a cruelty, by taking **" 

Antony’s course, you shall bereave yourself 
• put your children 


Some nobler token I have kept apart 
For Livia and Octavia, to induce i «8 

Their mediation; must I be unfolded 
With one that I have bred? The gods lit smites 
me 

Beneath the fall I have. [To SELEUCUS.] Prithee, 

F o hence; . , ... 

shall show the cinders of my spirits 177 
Through the ashes of my chance. Wert thou a 
man, 

Thou wouldst have mercy on me. 

Cat. Forbear, Seleucus. 

[Exit SELEUCUS. 
Cleo. Be it known that we, the greatest, are 
misthought . , . „ 

For things that others do; and, when we fall, 17S 
We answer others’ merits in our name. 


Of my good purposes, and put your children We answer otnarsmraits 11 
To that destruction which I’ll guard them from. Are therefore to be pitied. 

— - —- • 13a Cars. Cleopatra, 

’tis Not what you have reserv’d, nor what acknow¬ 
ledg’d. 


If thereon you rely. I’ll take my leave. 

Cleo . And may through all the world: 

5sgar ! s*tBaS!ifSK , T6 

Sftt’uTSsa’Ss.’SiJS.'s 

Car. You shall advise me in all for Cleopatra. cheer’d; 
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Make not your thoughts your prisons: no, dear 
queen; 184 

For we Intend so to dispose you as 
Younelf shall give uscounsci. Feed, end deep: 
Our care and pity is so much upon you. 

That we remain your friend; ana so, adieu, in 
Cleo. My master, and my lord! 

Ctes. Not so. Adieu. 

[ Flourish. Exeunt cuesar and his Train. 
Cleo. He words me, girls, he words me, that 
1 should not 

Be noble to myself: but, hade thee, Charmian. 

{Whispers CHARMIAN. 
bos. Finish, good lady; the bright day is 
done, 192 

And we are for the dark. 

Cleo. Hie thee again: 

I have spoke already, and it is provided; 
Gojput it to the haste. 

Char. Madam, I will. 


Re-enter dolabella. 

Dot. Where is the queen? 

Char. Behold, sir. {Exit. 

Cleo. Dolabella! 196 

Dol. Madam, as thereto sworn by your com* 
mand. 

Which my love makes religion to obey, 

I tell you this: Caesar through Syria 
Intends his journey; and within three days soo 
You with your children will he send before. 
Make your best use of this; I have perform'd 
Your pleasure and my promise. 

Cleo. Dolabella, 

1 shall remain your debtor. 

Dol. I your servant. 204 

Adieu, good queen; I must attend on Ctesar. 
Cleo. Farewell, and thanks. 

{Exit dolabella. 
Now, Iras, what think'st thou? 
Thou, an Egyptian puppet, shall be shown 
In Rome, as well as I; mechanic slaves 208 
With greasy aprons, rules and hammers, shall 
Uplift us to the view; in their thick breaths. 
Rank of gross diet, shall we be endouded. 
And fore d to drink their vapour. 

/raf. The gods forbid! sis 

Cleo. Nay, 'da most certain, Iras. Saucy 
Heron 

WiH catch at us, fflte strumpets, and scald rimers 
Ballad us out o' tune; the quick comedians 
Extemporally will stage us, and present 216 
Oar AlenubMan revels. Antony 
Shall be brought drunken forth, and I shall see 
Some squeaking Cleopatra boy my greatness 
F the posture of a whore. 

Iras. O, the good gods! sso 

Cleo. Nay, that's certain. 

Iras. FD never see it; for, I am sure my nails 
Are stronger than mine eyes. 

Cleo. Why, that’s the way 

To foid their preparation, and to conquer 224 
Their meet absurd intents. 


Re-enter charmian. 

Now, Charmian, 


Show me, my women, like a queen, gtf tm h 
My best attires; I am again for Cyunua, 

To meet Mark Antony. Sirrah Iras, go. aas 
Now, noble Charmian. we'll dispatch indeed; 
And, when thou hast done this dime, FQ give 
thee leave 

To play till doomsday. Bring our crown end 
all. [Exit iras. A noise heard. 

Wherefore's this noise? 

Enter one of the Guard. 

Guard. Here is a rural fellow 232 

That will not be denied your highness’ presence: 
He brings you figs. 

Cleo. Let him come in. {Exit Guard.] What 
poor an instrument 

May do a noble deed! he brings me liberty. 236 
My resolution's plac’d, and I have nothing 
Of woman in me; now from head to foot 
I am marble-constant, now the fleeting moon 
No planet is of mine. 

Re-enter Guard, with a Clown bringing in a 
basket. 

Guards This is the ww", 240 

Cleo. Avoid, and leave him. [Exit Guard. 
Hast thou the pretty worm of Nilus there, 
That kills and pains not? 

Clo. Truly, I have him; but I would not 
be the party that should desire you to touch 
him, for his biting is immortal; those that do 
die of it do seldom or never recover. 

Cleo. Remember’st thou any that have died 
on’t? 248 

Clo. Very many, men and women too. I 
beard of one of them no longer than yesterday; 
a very honest woman, but something given to 
lie, as a woman should not do but in the way of 
honesty, how she died of the biting of it, what 
pain she felt. Truly, she makes a very good 
report o’ the worm; hut he that will believe all 
that they say shall never be saved by half that 
they do. But this is most fallible, the worm’s 
an odd worm. 258 

Cleo. Get thee hence; farewell. 

Clo. I wish you all joy of the worm. 260 
[■Sew down the basket. 

Cleo. Farewell. 

Clo. You must think this, look you, that the 
worm will do his kind. 

Cleo. Ay, ay; farewefl. * 6 4 

Clo. Look you, the worm b not to be 
trusted but in the keeping of wise people; for 
indeed there is no goodness in the worm. 

Cleo. Take thou no care; it shall be heeded. 

Clo. Very good. Give it nothing, I pray you, 
for it b not worth the feeding. 

Cleo. Will it eat me? 

Clo. You must not think I am bo simple 
but I know the devil himself will not eat a 
woman; I know that a woman is a dish for ute 
gods, if the devil dress her not. But, truly, 
these same whoreson devils do the gods great 
harm in their women, for in every ten that 
they make, the devils mar five. *?* 

Cleo. Well, get thee gone; farewell. 



scots nj 


1011 


ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA 


Clo. Yet, forsooth; I wish you Joy of the 
worm. i Exit. 

Re-enter ba s, with a robe, crown, Ac. 

Cleo. Give me my robe, pot on my crown; I 
have a 8 a 

Immortal longings in me; now no more 
The juice of Egypt’s grape shall moist this lip. 
Yare, yarn, good Iras; quick. Methinks I hear 
Antony call; I see him rouse himself 
To praise my noble act: I hear him mock 
The luck of Cesar, which the gods give men 288 
To excuse their alter wrath: husband, I come: 
Now to that name my courage prove my title 1 
1 am fire, and air; my other elements 
I give to baser life. So; have you done? 29s 
Come then, and take the last warmth of my lips. 
Farewell, kind Charmian; Iras, long farewell. 

{Kisses them, mss falls and dies. 
Have I the aspic in my lips? Dost fall? 

If thou and nature can so gently part, >96 
The stroke of death is as a lover's pinch. 
Which hurts, and is desir'd. Dost thou lie still? 
If thus thou vanisbest, thou tell’st the world 
It is not worth leave-taking. 30a 

Char. Dissolve, thick cloud, and rain; that I 
may say, 

The gods themselves do weep. 

Cleo. This proves me base: 

If she first meet the curled Antony, 

He'll make demand of her, and spend that Idas 
Which is my heaven to have. Come, thou mortal 
wretch, , , 303 

I To the asp, which she applies to her breast. 
With thy sharp teeth this knot intrinsicate 
Of life at once untie; poor venomous fool. 

Be angry, and dispatch. Ol couldst thou 
speak, _ 3° 8 

That I might hear thee call great Cesar ass 
Unpolicied. 

Char. O eastern star! 

Cleo. Peace, peace 1 

Dost thou not see my baby at my breast. 

That sucks the nurse asleep? 

Char. O, break! O, break! 312 

Cleo. As sweet as balm, as soft as air, as 
gentle,— 

O Antonyl—Nay, I will take thee too. 

{Applying another asp to her arm. 
What should I stay— . {Dies. 

Char. In this vile world? So, fare thee 
weB. 316 

Now boast thee, death. In thy possession lies 
A lass unparallerd. Downy windows, close; 
And golden Phoebus never be beheld 
Of eyes again so royal! Y our crown s awry; 310 
I’ll mend it, and then play. 


Enter the Guard, rushing in. 
first Guard. Where is the queen? 

Char. Speak softly, wi 

First Guard. Caesar hath sent— 

Char. Too slow a messenger. 


Ol come space, dispatch; I partly feel thee. 324 
First Guard. Approach,ho! All's not well; 
Ctesar's beguil'd. 

Sec. Guard. There's Dolabella sent from 
Caesar; call him. 

First Guard. What work is here! Charmian, 
is this well done? 

Char. It is well done, and fitting for a prin¬ 
cess 328 

Descended of so many royal kings. 

Ahl soldier. ■ { Diet , 

Re-enter dolabella. 

Dot. How goes it here? 

Sec. Guard. All dead. 

Dol. Ctesar, thy thoughts 

Touch their effects in this; thyself art coming 
To see perform’d the dreaded act which thou 331 
So sought’st to hinder. _ 

[Within, ‘A way there!—a way for Ctesar!* 

Re-enter cmsam. and all his Train. 

Dol. O! sir, you are too sure an augurer; 
That you did fear is done. 

Cms. Bravest at the last, 53 * 

She ievell’d at our purposes, and, being royal. 
Took her own way. The manner of their deaths ? 
I do not see them bleed. 

Dol. Who was last with them? 

First Guard. A simple countryman that 
brought her figs: 8*0 

This was his basket 
Cats. Poison'd then. 

First Guard. O Caesar 

This Charmian liv'd but now; she stood, and 
spake: 

I found her trimming up the diadem 

On her dead mistress; tremblingly she stood, 344 

And on the sudden dropp'd. 

Cas. O noble weakness! 

If they had swallow’d poison 'twould appear 
By external swelling; but she looks like sleep, 
As she would catch another Antony 348 
In her strong toil of grace. 

Dol. Here, on her breast. 

There is a vent of blood, and something blown; 
The like is on her arm. 

FirstGuard. This is an aspic's trail; and these 
'fig-leaves , , 33 * 

Have slime upon them, such as the aspic leaves 
Upon the caves of Nile. 

Cas. Most probable 

That so she died; for her physician tells me 
She hath pursu’d conclusions infinite 35* 
Of easy ways to die. Take up her bed; 

And bear her women from the monument 
She shall be buried by her Antony: 

No grave upon the earth shall clip In It 360 
A pair so famous. High events as these 
Strike those that make them; and their story is 


acre is me awu, No less in pity than his gloty which 

Streak softly, wake her not Brought them to be lamented. Our pray s h a ll , 
^hLh*mt— In solemn show, attend this ftineral, 36J 

jw a messenger. And then to Rome. Come, Dolabella, see 
[Applies an asp. High order in this great solemnity. [Exeunt. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONS 


Cymbelinb, King of Britain. Puamo, Servant to Posthumus. 

Clotcn, Son to the Queen by a former Husband- Cornelius, a Physician. 

PojTHUmus Leonatus, a Gentleman, Husband to Two Lords of Cymbelme’s Court 
Imogen. Two Gentlemen of the same. 

Belartus. a banished Lord, disguised under the name Two Gaolers, 
of Morgan. 

rifimwTTic l Son* to Cymbeiine, disguised under the 
- 1710 s ’ | names of Polydore and Cadw&l, supposed 


Arviragus, I 


1 Sons to Morgaiu 
Philario. Friend to Posthumus,\ 

Iachimo, Friend to Philario, / ltaUans * 

A French Gentleman, Friend to Philario. 
Caius Lucius, General of the Roman For as. 
A Roman Captain. 

Two British Captains. 


Queen, Wife to Cymbeiine. 

Imogen, Daughter to Cymbeiine by a former Queen. 
Helen, a Lady attending on Imogen. 

Lords, Ladies, Roman Senators, Tribunes, a Dutch 
Gentleman, a Spanish Gentleman, a Soothsayer, 
Musicians, Officers, Captains, Soldiers, Messengers, 
and other Attendants. 

Apparitions. 


Scent.— Sometimes in Britain, sometimes in Italy. 


ACT I 

Scene l.—Britain. The Garden of CYMBE- 
line’s Palace. 

Enter two Gentlemen. 

First Gent. You do not meet a man but 
frowns; our bloods 


Crush him together rather than unfold 
His measure duly. 

Sec. Gent. What’s his name and birth? 
First Gent. I cannot delve him to the root; 
his father >8 

Was called Sidlius, who did join his honour 
Against the Romans with Cassibelan, 

But had his titles by Tenantius whom 


No more obey the heavens than our courtiers He serv’d with glory and admir’d success, 32 


Still seem as does the king. 

Sec. Gent. But what's the matter? 

First Gent. His daughter, and the heir of’s 
kingdom, whom 4 

He purpos’d to his wife's sole son,—a widow 
That late he married,—hath referr’d herself 
Unto a poor but worthy gentleman. She’s 
wedded; 

Her husband banish’d, she imprison’d; &B * 
Is outward sorrow, though I think die king 
Be touch’d at very heart. 

Sec. Gent. None but the king? 

First Gent. He that hath lost her too; so is 
the queen. 

That most desir’d the match; but not a courtier, 
Although they wear their faces to the bent 13 
Of the king’s looks, hath a heart that is not 
Glad at the thing they scowl at 
Sec. Gent. And why so? 


So gain'd the sur-addidon Leonatus; 

Ana had, besides this gentleman in question, 
Two other sons, who m the wars o’ the time 
Died with their swords in hand; for which their 
father— 3 « 

Then old and fond of issue—took such sorrow 
That he quit being, and his gentle lady, 

Big of this gentleman, our theme, deceas’d 
As he was bom. The king, he takes the babe 40 
To his protection; caUknim Posthumus Leo 
natus; 

Breeds him and makes him of his bedchamber, 
Puts to him all the learnings that his time 
Could make him the receiver of; which he took, 
As we do air, fast as 'twas minister’d, 45 
And in’s spring became a harvest; liv’d in 
court,— 

Which rare i t is to do—most prais’d, most lov’d; 
A sample to the youngest, to the more mature 


First Gent. He that hath miss’d the princess A glass that feated them, and to the graver 49 


is a thing 16 

Too bad for bad report; and he that hath bet,— 
I mean that married her. alack! good man! 
And therefore banish’d—is a creature such 


A child that guided dotards: to his mistress, 
For whom he now is banish’d, her own price 
Proclaims how she esteem’d him and his virtue; 
By her election may be truly read 55 
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Woo stol’n; and to this hour no guess in know¬ 
ledge 60 

Which way they went. 

Sec. Gent. How long is this ago? 

First Gent. Some twenty years. 

Sec. Gent. That a king's children should be 
so convey’d. 

So slackly guarded, and the search so slow, 64 
That could not trace them! 

First Gent. Howsoe’er ’tie strange. 

Or that the negligence may well be laugh’d at. 
Yet is it true, sir. 

Sec. Gent. I do well believe you. 

First Gent. We must forbear. Here comes 
the gentleman, 68 

The queen, and princess. [ Exeunt. 

Biter the queen, posthumus, and IMOGEN. 
Queen. No, be assur’d you shall not find me, 
daughter. 

Alter the slander of most step-mothers, 
Evil-ey’d unto you; you're my prisoner, but 72 
Your gaoler shall deliver you the keys 
That lock up your restraint. For you. Posthu¬ 
mus, 

So soon as I can win the offended king, 

I will be known your advocate: marry, yet 76 
The fire of rage is in him, and ’twere good 
You lean’d unto bis sentence with what patience 
Your wisdom may inform you. 

Post. Please your highness, 

I will from hence to-day. 

Queen. You know the peril: 80 

I’ll fetch a turn about the garden, pitying 
The pangs of barr’d affections, though the king 
Hath charg’d you should not speak together. 

[Exit. 

Imp. 0 1 

Dissembling courtesy. How fine this tyrant 84 
Can tickle where she wounds 1 My dearest hus¬ 
band, 

I something fear my father's wrath; but no¬ 
thing,— 

Always reserv’d my holy duty,—what 
His rage can do on me. You must be gone; 88 
And I shall here abide the hourly shot 
Of angry eyes, not comforted to live, 

But that there is this jewel in the world 
That I may see again. 

Post. My queen! my mistress! 9 » 

O lady, weep no more, lest I give cause 
To be suspected of more tenderness 
Than doth become a man. I will remain 
The loyal’st husband that did e’er plight troth. 
Mv residence in Rome at one Phiiaifo’a, 97 
Who to my father was a Mend, to me 
Known but by letter; thither write, my queen. 
And with mine eyes I’ll drink the words you 
send, too 

Though ink be made of gall. 


Re-enter queen. 



To walk this way. I never do him wrong, 104 
But he does buy my injuries to be friends. 
Pays dear for my offences. [Beit. 

Post. Should we be taking leave 

As long a term as yet we have to live, 

The loathness to depart would grow. Adieu! 

Imo. Nay, stay a little: tog 

Were you but riding forth to air yourself 
Such parting were too petty. Look here, love; 
This diamond was my mother’s; take it,heart; 
But keep it till you woo another wife, 113 
When Imogen is dead. 

Post. Howl how! another? 

You gentle gods, give me but this 1 have, 

And sear up my embracements from a next 116 
With bonds of death!—Remain, remain thou 
here [Putting on the ring. 

While sense can keep it on! And, sweetest, 
fairest, 

As I my poor self did exchange for you. 

To your so infinite loss, so in our trifles iso 
I still win of you: for my sake wear this; 

It is a manacle of love; I’ll place it 
Upon this fairest prisoner. 

• [Putting a bracelet on her arm. 
Imo. O the gods! 

When shall we see again? 


Enter cymbehne and Lords. 


Post. Alack! the king! 124 

Cym. Thou basest thing, avoid 1 hence, from 
my sight! 

If after this command thou fraught the court 
With thy unworthinesa. thou diest. Away! 
Thou’rt poison to my blood. 

Post. The gods protect you 128 

And bless the good rema i nde r s of the court! 

I am gone. [Exit. 

Imo. There cannot be a pinch in death 
More sharp than this is. 

Cym. O disloyal thing, 

That sbouldst repair my youth, thou heap’st 
instead tjs 

A year’s age on me. 

Imo. I beseech you, sir, 

Harm not yourself with your vexation; 

I am senseless of your wrath; a touch more rare 
Subdues all pangs, all fears. 

Cym. Past grace? obedience? 

Imo. Past hope, and in despair; that way, 
past grace. 137 

Cym. That mightst have had the sole son of 
my queen! 

Imo. O Mess’d, that I might not! I chose an 
eagle 

And aid avoid a putiock. 14a 

Cym. Thou took'st a beggar; wouldst have 
made my throne 
A seat for baseness. 


Imo. No; I rather Added 

A lustre to it 

Cym. O thou vile one! 

Imo. Sir, 

It is your fruit that I have lov'd Posthumus; 
You bred him as my playfellow, and he is 143 
A man worth any woman, overbuys me 
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Almost the sum he pays. 

Cym. What! art thou mad? 

Imo. Almost, sir; heaven restore me! Would 
I were 148 

A neat-herd’s daughter, and my Leonatus 
Our neighbour shepherd’s son! 

Cym. Thou foolish thing! 

Re-enter queen. 

They were again together; you have done 
Not after our command. Away with her, 15* 
And pen her up. 

Queen. Beseech your patience. Peace! 

Dear lady daughter, peace! Sweet sovereign. 
Leave us to ourselves, and make yourself some 
comfort 

Out of your best advice. 

Cym. Nay, let her languish t j6 

A drop of blood a day; and, being aged, 

Die of this folly! 

[Exeunt cymbelxne and Lords. 
Queen. Fie! you must give way: 

Enter PISANIO. 

Here is your servant. How now, sir! What 
news? 

Pis. My lord your son drew on my master. 
Queen. Ha! 160 

No harm, I trust, is done? 

Pis. There might have been. 

But that my master rather play’d than fought. 
And had no help of anger; they were parted 
By gentlemen at hand. 

Queen. I am very glad on’t. 164 

Imo. Yourson’smyfather’sfhend;hetakcs 
his part. 

To draw upon an exile! O brave sir! 

I would they were in Afric both together. 
Myself by with a needle, that I might pride 168 
The goer-back. Why came you from your 
master? 

Pis. On his command: he would not suffer me 
To bring him to the haven; left these notes 
Of what commands I should be subject to, 17a 
When’t pleas'd you to employ me. 

Queen. This hath been 

Your faithful servant; I dare lay mine honour 
He will remain so. 

Pis. I humbly thank your highness. 

Queen. Pray, walk awhile. 

Imo. [To FiSANio.] About some half-hour 
hence, 17S 

I pray you, speak with me. You shall at least 
Go see my lord aboard; for this time leave me. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene EL —The Same. A Public Place. 
Enter cloten and two Lords. 

First Lord. Sir, I would advise you to shift a 
shirt; die violence of action hath made you reek 
as a sacrifice. Where air comes out, air comes 
in; there’s none abroad so wholesome as that 
you vent. 5 

Clo. my shirt woe bloody, then to shift it. 
Have I hurt him? 


[act 1 

See. Lord. [Aside.] No faith; not so much as 
his patience. 9 

First Lord. Hurt him! his body’s a passable 
carcass if he be not hurt; it is a throughfiue 
for steel if it be not hurt. ra 

■Sec. Lord. ( Aside.] His steel was in debt: it 
went o’ the backside the town. 

Clo. The villain would not stand me. 

Sec. Lord. [Aside.) No; but he fled forward 
still, toward your face. 17 

First Lord. Stand you! You have land 
enough of your own; but he added to your 
having, gave you some ground. 20 

Sec. Lord. [Aside .] As many inches as you 
have oceans. Puppies! 

Clo. I would they had not come between 
us. 24 

Sec. Lord. [Aside.] So would 1 till you had 
measured how long a fool you were upon the 
ground. 

Clo. And that she should love this fellow and 
refuse me! 29 

Sec. Lord. [Aside.] If it be a sin to make a 
true election, she is damned. 

First Lord. Sir, as I told you always, her 
beauty and her brain go not together; she’s a 

g ood sign, but I have seen small reflection of 
er wit. 

Sec. Lord. [Aside.] She shines not upon fools, 
lest the reflection should hurt her. 37 

Clo. Come, I’ll to my chamber. Would there 
had been some hurt done! 

Sec. Lord. [Aside.] I wish not so; unless it 
had been the fall of an ass, which is no great 
hurt. 

Clo. You’ll go with us? 

First Lord. I’ll attend your lordship. 44 
Clo. Nay, come, let’s go together. 

Sec. Lord. Weil, my lord. [ Exeunt. 


Scene IIL— A Room in cymbeline’s Palace. 
Enter Imogen dhd pisanio. 

Imo. I would thou grew’st unto the shores of 
the haven. 

And question’dst every sail: if he should write. 
And I not have it, 'twere a paper lost. 

As offer'd mercy is. What was the last 4 
That he spake to thee? 

Pis. It was his queen, his queen! 

Imo. Then wav’d his handkerchief? 

Pis. And kiss'd it, madam. 

Imo. Senseless linen, happier therein than I! 
And that was all? 

Pis. No, madam; for so long 8 

As he could make me with this eye or ear 
Distinguish him from others, he did keep 
The deck, with glove, or hat, or handkerchief, 
Still waving, as the fits and stirs of's mind 12 
Could best express how slow his soul sail’d on. 
How swift his ship. 

Imo. Thou shouldst have made him 

As little as a crow, or less, ere left 
To after-eye him. 

Pie. Madam, ao I did. 
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Imo. I would have broke mine eye-strings, 
crack'd them, but 

To look upon him, till the diminution 
Of apace had pointed him aharp as my needle, 
Nay, follow’d him, till he bad melted from 20 
The smallness of a gnat to air, and then 
Have turn’d mine eye, and wept. But, good 
Pisanio, 

When shall we hear from him? 

Pis. Be assur'd, madam. 

With his next vantage. 24 

Imo. I did not take my leave of him, but had 
Moat pretty things to say; ere 1 could tell him 
How 1 would think on him at certain hours 
Such thoughts and such, or I could make him 
swear 28 

The shes of Italy should not betray 
Mine interest and his honour, or have charg'd 
him. 

At the sixth hour of mom, at noon, at midnight, 
To encounter me with orisons, for then 32 

I am in beaven for him; or ere I could 
Give him that parting kiss which I had set 
Betwix two charming words, comes in my father, 
And like the tyrannous breathing of the north 
Shakes all our buds from growing. 

Enter a Lady. 

Lady. The queen, madam, 37 

Desires your highness’ company. 

Imo. Those things I bid you do, get them 
dispatch’d. 

I will attend the queen. 

Pis. Madam, I shall. I Exeunt. 

Scene IV.— Rome. A Room in phu-akio’s 
House. 

Enter philario, iachjmo, a Frenchman, a 
Dutchman, and a Spaniard. 
lack. Believe it, sir, I have seen him in 
Britain; he was then of a crescent note, ex¬ 
pected to prove so worthy as since he hath been 
allowed the name of; but 1 could then have 
looked on him without the help of admiration, 
though the catalogue of his endowments had 
been tabled by his side and I to peruse him 
by items. 8 

Phi. You speak of him when he was less 
furnished than now he is with that which 
makes him both without and within. 

French. I have seen him in France: we had 
very many there could behold the sun with as 
firm eyes as he. ., u 

lach. This matter of marrying his king s 
daughter,—wherein he must be weighed rather 
by her value than his own,—words him, 1 
doubt not, a great deal from the matter. 
French. And then, bis banishment. 19 
lach. Ay, and the approbation of those that 
weep this lamentable divorce under her colours 
are wonderfully to extend him; be it but to 
fortify her judgment, which else an easy battery 
might lay flat, for taking a beggar without less 
quality. But how comes it, he is to sojourn 
vith you? How creeps a c q u a int a n ce? »* 


Phi. His father and 1 were soldiers together; 
to whom I have been often bound for no less 
than my life. Here comes the Briton: let Mm 
be so entertained amongst you as suits, with 
gentlemen of your knowing, to a stranger of his 
quality. 33 

Enter posthumus. 

I beseech you all, be better known to this gentle¬ 
man, whom I commend to you, as a noble 
friend of mine; how worthy he is X will leave to 
appear hereafter, rather than story him in his 
own hearing. 37 

French. Sir, we have known together hi 
Orleans. 

Post. Since when I have been debtor to you 
for courtesies, which I will be ever to pay and 
yet pay still. 4 * 

French. Sir, you o’er-rate my poor kindness. 

I was glad 1 did atone my countryman and you; 
it had been pity you should have been put 
together with so mortal a purpose as then each 
bore, upon importance of so Might and trivial a 
nature. 48 

Post. By your pardon, sir, I was then a young 
traveller: rather shunned to go even with what 
I heard than in my every action to be guided by 
others' experiences; but, upon my mended judg¬ 
ment,—if I offend not to say it is mended,— 
my quarrel was not altogether slight. 54 
French. Faith, yes, to be put to the arbitra¬ 
ment of swords, and by such two that would by 
all likelihood have confounded one the other, or 
have fallen both. 

lach. Can we, with manners, ask what was 
the difference? 60 

French. Safely, I think. Twas a contention 
in public, which may, without contradiction, 
suffer the report. It was much like an argument 
that fell out last night, where each of us fell 
in praise of our country mistresses; this gentle¬ 
man at that time vouching—and upon warrant 
of bloody affirmation—his to be more fair, vir¬ 
tuous, wise, chaste, constant, qualified, and less 
attemptable, than any the rarest of our ladies in 
France. 

lach. That lady is not now living, or this 
gentleman’s opinion by this worn out. 72 
Post. She holds her virtue still and I my 
mind. 

lach. You must not so far prefer her 'fore 
ours of Italy. 76 

Post. Being so far provoked as I was in 
France, I would abate her nothing, though I 
profess myself her adorer, not her friend. 79 
lach. As fair and ns good—a kind of hand- 
in-hand comparison—had been something too 
fair and too good for any lady in Britain. If she 
went before others I have seen, as that diamond 
of yours outlustres many I have beheld, I could 
not but believe she excelled many; but I have 
not seen the most precious diamond that is, nor 
you the lady. *7 

Post. I praised her as I rated her; so do I 
my stone. 

lach. What do you esteem it at? 
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Post. More than the world enjoy*. 
lack. Either your unparagoned mistress i* 
dead, or she’s outprized by a trifle. 93 

Post. You are mistaken; the one may be 
sold, or given; or if there were wealth enough 
for the purchase, or merit for the gilt; the other 
is not a thing for sale, and only die gilt of the 
gods. 

lack. Which the gods have given you? 

Post. Which, by their graces, I will keep. 100 
Iach. You may wear her in title yours, but, 
you know, strange fowl light upon neighbouring 

§ onds. Your ring may be stolen, too; so your 
raceofunprizeable estimations, the one is but 
frail and the other casual; a cunning thief, or a 
that way accomplished courtier, would hazard 
the winning both of first and last. 107 

Post. Your Italy contains none so accom¬ 
plished a courtier to convince the honour of my 
mistress, if, in the holding or loss of that, you 
term het frail. I do nothing doubt you have 
store of thieves; notwithstanding I fear not my 
ring. 113 

Phi. Let us leave here, gentlemen. 

Post. Sir, with all ray heart. This worthy 
signior, I thank him, makes no stranger of me; 
we are familiar at first. 117 

Iach. With five times so much conversation 
I should get ground of your fair mistress, make 
her go back, even to the yielding, had I admit¬ 
tance and opportunity to friend. ut 

Post. No, no. 

Iach. I dare thereupon pawn the moiety of 
my estate to your ring, which, in my opinion, 
o’ervalues it something; but I make my wager 
rather against your confidence than her repu¬ 
tation; and, to bar your offence herein too, I 
durst attempt it against any lady In the world. 

Post. You are a great deal abused in too bold 
a persuasion; and f doubt not you sustain what 
you're worthy of by your attempt. 

Iach. What's that? 13a 

Post. Arepnlse;thoughyourattempt,asyou 
call it, deserves more,—a punishment too. 

Phi. Gentlemen, enough of this; it came In 
too suddenly; let it die as it was bom, and, I 
pray you, be better acquainted. 137 

Iach. Would I had put my estate and my 
neighbour’s on the approbation of what I have 
spoke! 140 

Post. What lady would you choose to assail? 
Iach. Yours; whom in constancy you think 
stands so safe. I will lay you ten thousand 
ducats to your ring, that, commend me to the 
court where your lady is, with no more ad¬ 
vantage than the opportunity of a second 
conference, and I will bring from thence that 
honour of hers which you imagine so reserved. 

Post. I will wage against your gold, gold to it: 
my ring I hold dear as my fager; 'tis part of it. 

Iach. You are afraid, and therein the wiser. 
If you buy ladies' flesh at a million a dram, you 
cannot preserve it from tainting. But I see you 
have some religion in you, that you fear. 134 
Post. This is but a custom in your tongue; 
you bear a graver purpose, I hope. 


Iach. I am the master of my speeches, and 
would undergo what’s spoken, I swear. 1st 
Post. Willyou? I shall but lend my diamond 
till your return. Let there be covenants drawn 
between's: my mistress exceeds in goodness the 
hugeness of your unworthy thinking; I dare you 
to this match. Here's my ring. 

Phi. 1 will have it no lay. 164 

Iach. By the gods, it is one. If I bring you 
no sufficient testimony that I have enjoyed the 
dearest bodily part of your mistress, my ten 
thousand ducats are yours; so is your diamond 
too: if I come off, and leave her in such honour 
as you have trust in, she your jewel, this your 
jewel, and my gold are yours; provided I have 
your commendation for my more free entertain¬ 
ment. 173 

Post. I embrace these conditions; let us 
have articles betwixt us. Only, thus far you 
shall answer: if you make your voyage upon 
her and give me directly to understand that you 
have prevailed, I am no further your enemy; 
she is not worth our debate: if she remain un¬ 
seduced,—you not making it appear otherwise, 
—for your ill opinion, and the assault you have 
made to her chastity, you shall answer me with 
your sword. 183 

Iach. Your hand; a covenant. We will have 
these things set down by lawful counsel, and 
straight away for Britain, lest the bargain 
should catch cold and starve. I will fetch my 
gold and have our two wagers recorded. is* 
Past. Agreed. 

W Exeunt posthumus and IACHIMO. 
ill this hold, think you? 

Phi. Signior Iachimo will not from it Pray, 
let us follow 'em. lExeunt. 


Scene V. — Britain. A Room in cymbEL ink's 
Palace. 

Enter queen, Ladles, and Cornelius. 

Queen. Whiles yet the dew’s on ground, 
gather those flowers: 

Mute haste; who has the note of them? 

First Lady. I, madam. 

Queen. Dispatch. [ Exeunt Ladies. 

Now, Master doctor, have you brought those 
drugs? 4 

Cor. Pleaseth your highness, ay; here they 
are, madam: [Presenting a small box. 

But I beseech your Grace, without offence,— 
My conscience bids me ask,—wherefore you 
have 

Commanded of me these most poisonous com¬ 
pounds, * 

Which are the movers of a languishing death, 
But though slow, deadly? 

Queen. I wonder, doctor. 

Thou ask’st me such a question: have I not been 

Thy pupil long? Hast thou not leam'd me bow 

To make perfumes? distil? preserve? yea, son 
That our great king himself doth woo me ott 
For my confections? Having thus far pro¬ 
ceeded,— 
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Unless thou think’st me devilish,- 
meet 

That I did amplify my judgment in 
Other conclusions? I will try the forces 
Of these thy compounds on such creatures as 
We count not worth the hanging,—but none 
h uman ,— 20 

To try the vigour of them and apply 
Allayments to their act, and by them gather 
Then several virtues and effects. 

Cor. Your highness 

shall from this practice but make hard your 
heart; M 

Besides, the seeing these effects will be 
Both noisome and infectious. 

Queen. O! content thee. 

Enter pisanio. 

[Aside.] Here comes a flattering rascal; upon 
him 

Will I first work: he's for his master, 28 

And enemy to my son. How now, Pisanio! 
Doctor, your service for this time is ended; 
Take your own way. 

Cor. [Aside.] I do suspect you, madam; 
But you shall do no harm. 

Queen. [To PISANIO.) Hark thee, a word. 
Cor. [Aside.] I do not like her. She doth 
think she has 33 
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Thou know’st not what; but take it for thy 
labour: 

It is a thing I made, which hath the king 
Five times redeem’d Atom death; I do notknow 
What is more cordial: nay, I prithee, take it; 64 
It is an earnest of a fbrther good 
That I mean to thee. Tell thy mistress how 
The case stands with her; do’t as from thyself. 
Think what a chance thou changest on, but 
think 68 

Thou hast thy mistress still, to boot, my son. 
Who shall take notice of thee. I’ll move the 
king 

To any shape of thy preferment such 
As thou'lt desire; and then myself, I chiefly, 7> 
That set thee on to this desert, am bound 
To load thy merit richly. Call my women; 
Think on my words. [Exit pisanio. 

A sly and constant knave. 
Not to be shak’d; the agent for his master, 76 
And the remembrancer of her to hold 
The hand-fast to her lord. I have given him 
that 

Which, if he take, shall quite unpeople her 
Of leigers for her sweet, and which she after, 80 
Except she bend her humour, shall be assur’d 
To taste of too. 

Re-enter pisanio and Ladies. 

So, so;—well done, well done. 

_ „ The violets, cowslips, and the prime-roses 

Strange lingering poisons: I do know her spirit. Bear to my closet. Fare thee well, Pisanio: 84 
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And will not trust one of her malice with 
A drug of such damn’d nature. Those she has 
Will stupify and dull the sense awhile; 37 
Which first, perchance, she’ll prove on cats and 
dogs. 

Then afterward up higher; but there is 
No danger in what show of death it makes, 40 
More than the locking-up the spirits a time. 
To be more fresh, reviving. She is fool’d 
With a most false effect; and I the truer. 

So to be false with her. 

Queen. No further service, doctor, 44 
Until I send for thee. 

Cor. I humbly take my leave. 

[Exit. 

Queen. Wens she still, sayst thou? Dost 
thou think in ti m g 

She will not quench, and let instructions enter 
Where fbOy now possesses? Do thou work: 48 
When thou shall bring me word she loves my 
son, 

rn tell thee on the instant thou art then 
As great as is thy master: greater, for 
His fortunes aU Ue speechless, and his n a m e s> 
Is at last gasp; return he cannot, nor 
Continue where he is: to shift his being 
Is to exchange one misery with another. 

And every day that comes comes to decay s< 
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Think on my words. 

[Exeunt queen and ladies. 
Pis. And shall do: 

But when to my good lord I prove untrue, 

HI choke myself; there’s all I’ll do for you. 

[Exit. 

Scene VL —The Same. Another Room in the 
Palace. 

Enter nsOOEN. 

Imo. A father cruel, and a step-dame fUse; 
A foolish suitor to a wedded lady, 

That hath her husband banish’d: Ol that hus¬ 
band. 

My supreme crown of a 
Vexations of it! Had I 
As my two brothers, happy! but most miser- 
able 

Is the desire that’s glorious: blees’d be ttose. 
How ao’er, that have their honest wins, 8 

Which seasons comfort. Who may this be? 
Fie! 

Enter PISANIO and lACHMO. 

Pis. Madam, a noble gentleman of Rome, 
Comes from my lord with letten. 
lack. _ . Change you, madam? 


To be depender on a thing that leans, 

Who cannot be new built, nor has no friends. 

So much as but to prop him? 

[The QUEEN drops the box; pisanio 
takes it up. 
Thou tak’st up 60 

Kk 


And greets your highn ess dearly. 

[Presents a letter. 
Imo. Thanks, good air: 

You are kindly welcome. \ 

Jack. [Aside.] All of her that is out of dbos 
most defat 
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If she be fUmish’d with a mind so rare, t6 
She is alone the Arabian bird, and 1 
Have lost the wager. Boldness be my friend I 
Arm me, audacity, from head to foot! 

Or, like the Parthian, 1 shall flying fight; so 
Rather, directly fly. 

Imo. He is one of the noblest note, to whose 
kindnesses I am most infinitely tied. Reflect upon 
him accordingly, as you value your truest 
Leonatus. 

So far I read aloud; 

But even the very middle of my heart 37 

Is warm’d by the rest, and takes it thankfully. 
You are as welcome, worthy sir, as I 
Have words to bid you; and shall find it so 
In all that 1 can do. 

lack. Thanks, fairest lady. 

What! are men mad? Hath nature given them 
eyes 3* 

To see this vaulted arch, and the rich crop 
Of sea and land, which can distinguish ’twist 
The fiery orbs above and the twinn’d stones 
Upon the number'd beach? and can we not 36 
Partition make with spectacles so precious 
Twixt fair and foul? 

Imo. What makes your admiration? 

Iach. It cannot be i* the eye; for apes and 
monkeys 

Twixt two such shes would chatter this way 
and 40 

Contemn with mows the other; nor i' the judg¬ 
ment. 

For idiots in this case of favour would 
Be wisely definite; nor i* the appetite; 

Sluttery to such neat exce llen ce oppos’d 44 
Should make desire vomit emptiness. 

Not so allur’d to feed. 

Imo. What is the matter, trow? 
lack. The cloyed will,— 

That satiate yet unsatisfied desire, that tub 48 
Both fill’d and running,—ravening first the 
lamb. 

Longs after for the garbage. 

Imo. What, dear sir. 

Thus raps you? are you well? 

Iach, Thanks, madam, well. 

[To pisanio.J Beseech you, sir, 33 

Desire my man’s abode where I did leave him; 
He's strange and peevish. 

Pis. I was going, sir. 

To give him welcome. \£xit. 

Imo. Continues well my lord his health, be- 

seech you? 56 

Iach. Well, madam. 

Imo. Is he dispos’d to mirth? I hope he is. 
Iach. Exceeding pleasant; none a stranger 
there 

So merry and so gamesome: he is call'd «o 
The Briton reveller. 

Imo. When he was here 

He did incline to sadness, and oft-times 
Not knowing why. 

lach. I never saw him sad. 

There is a Frenchman his companion, one, «4 
An eminent monsieur, that, it seems, much 
loves 
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A Gallian girl at home; he furnaces 
The thick sighs from him, whiles the jolly 
Briton— 

Your lord, I mean—laughs from's free lungs, 
cries, ‘O! «8 

Can my sides hold, to think that man, who 
knows 

By history, report, or his own proof. 

What woman is, yea, what she cannot choose 
But must be, will his free hours languish for 73 
Assured bondage?’ 

Imo. Will my lord say so? 

Iach. Ay, madam, with his eyes in flood with 
laughter: 

It is a recreation to be by 
And hear him mock the Frenchman; but, 
heavens know, 76 

Some men are much to blame. 

Imo. Not he, I hope. 

Iach. Not he; but yet heaven's bounty to¬ 
wards him might 

Be us'd more thankfully. In himself, ’tis much: 
In you,—which I account his beyond all 
talents,— 8s 

Whilst I am bound to wonder, I am bound 
To pity too. 

Imo. What do you pity, sir? 
lach. Two creatures, heartily. 

Imo. Am I one, sir? 

You look on me: what wrack discern you in 
me 84 

Deserves your pity? 

Iach. Lamentable! What! 

To hide me from the radiant sun and solace 
I' the dungeon by a snuff! 

Imo. I pray you, sir, 

Deliver with more openness your answers 88 
To my demands. Why do you pity me? 

Iach. That others do, 

I was about to say, enjoy your—But 

It is an office of the gods to venge it, 93 

Not mine to speak ore’t. 

Imo. You do seem to know 

Something of me, or what concerns me; pray 
you,-— 

Since doubting things go ill often hurts more 
Than to be sure they do; for certainties »« 
Either are past remedies, or, timely knowing. 
The remedy then bom,—discover to me 
What both you spur and stop. 

Iach. Had I this cheek 

To bathe my lips upon; this hand, whose touch. 
Whose every touch, would force the feeler’s soul 
To the oath of loyalty; this object, which ro? 
Takes prisoner the wild motion of mine eye, 
Firing it only here; should I—damn’d then— 
Slaver with lips as common as the stairs >°s 
That mount the Capitol: join gripes with hands 
Made hard with hourly falsehood,— falsehood, 
as 

With labour;—then by-peeping in an eye, 108 
Base and illustrous as the smoky light 
That’s fed with stinking tallow; it were fit 
That all the plagues of hell should at one tune 
Encounter such revolt. 

Imo. My lord, I fear, 111 
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Has forgot Britain. 

Inch. And himself. Not I, 

Inclin'd to this intelligence, pronounce 
The beggary of his change; but 'tis your graces 
That from my mutest conscience to my tongue 
Charms this report out. 

Imo. Let me hear no more, ny 

Inch. O dearest soul! your cause doth strike 
my heart 

With pity, that doth make me sick. A lady 
So fair,—and fasten’d to an empeiy no 
Would make the great’st king double,—to be 
partner’d 

With tom-boys hir’d with that self-exhibition 
Which your own coffers yield! with diseas’d 
ventures 

That play with all infirmities for gold zm 
Which rottenness can lend nature! such boil’d 
stuff 

As well might poison poison! Be reveng'd; 

Or she that bore you was no queen, ana you 
Recoil from your great stock. 

Imo. Reveng’d! tzi 

How should I be reveng'd? If this be true,— 
As I have such a heart, that both mine ears 
Must not in haste abuse.—if it be true, 

How should I be reveng d ? 

lack. Should he make me 13a 

live like Diana's priest, betwixt cold sheets, 
Whiles he is vaulting variable ramps. 

In your despite, upon your purse ? Revenge it. 
I dedicate myself to your sweet pleasure, 136 
More noble than that runagate to your bed, 
And will continue fast to your affection. 

Still close as sure. 

Imo. What ho, Pisanio! 

lack. Let me my service tender on your lips. 
Imo. Away! I do condemn mine ears that 
have >41 

So long attended thee. If thou wert honour¬ 
able, 

Tbou wouldst have told this tale for virtue, 
not 

For such an end thou aeek’st; as base as 
strange. 144 

Thou wrong’st a gentleman, who is as far 
From thy report as thou from honour, and 
Solidt'st luxe a lady that d is dains 
Thee and the devil alike. What ho, Pisanio ! 148 
The king my father shall be made acquainted 
Of thy assault; if he shall think it fit, 

A saucy stranger in his court to mart 
As in a Romish stew and to expound sjs 
His beastly mind to us, he hath a court 
He little cares for and a daughter who 
He not res p ect s at all. What ho, Pisanio! 

feck. O nappy Leonatus! I may say: 15* 
The credit that thy lady hath of thee 
Deserv es thy trust, and thy most perfect good- 
ness 

Her assur'd credit Blessed live you long! 

A lady to the worthiest air that ever i«o 
Country call'd his: and you his mistress, only 
For the most worthiest fit Give me your par- 
_, don. 

I have spoken this, to know if your alliance 


Were deeply rooted, and shall make your lord 
That which he is, new o’er; and he is one 163 
The truest manner’d; such a holy witch 
That he enchants societies into him; 

Half all men’s hearts are his. 

Imo. You make amends. 16I 

lack. He sits ’mongst men like a descended 
god: 

He hath a kind of honour sets him off, 

More than a mortal seeming. Be not angry. 
Most mighty princess, that I have adventur’d 17s 
To try your taking of a false report; which hath 
Honour’d with confirmation your great judg¬ 
ment 

In the election of a sir so rare. 

Which you know cannot ere. The love 1 bear 
him 17* 

Made me to fan you thus; but the gods made 
you. 

Unlike all others, chaffless. Pray, your pardon. 

Imo. All’s weil, sir. Take my power i' the 
court for yours. 

Iach. My humble thanks. I had almost for¬ 
got 1S0 

To entreat your Grace but in a small request. 
And yet of moment too, for it concerns 
Your lord, myself, and other noble friends. 
Axe partners in the business. 

Imo. Pray, what is’t? 184 

Iach. Some dozen Romans of us and your 
lord. 

The best feather of our wing, have mingled 
sums 

To buy a present for the emperor; 

Which I, the factor for the rest, have done rss 
In France; 'tis plate of rare device, and jewels 
Of rich and exquisite form; their values great; 
And I am something curious, being strange, 
To have them in safe stowage. May it please 
you rgs 

To take them in protection ? 

Imo. Willingly; 

And pawn mine honour for their safety: since 
My lord hath interest in them, I will keep them 
In my bedchamber. 

Iach. They are in a trunk i»6 

Attended by my men; I will make bold 
To send them to you, only for this nigh*; 

I must aboard to-morrow. 

Imo. O! no, no. 

Iach. Yes, I beseech, or I shall short my 
word zoo 

By lengthening my return. From Gallia 
I cross’d the seas on purpose and on promise 
To see your Grace. 

Imo. I thank you for your pains; 

But not away to-morrow! 

Iach. Ol I must, madam: >04 

Therefore I shall beseech you, if you please 
To greet your lord with writing, do’t to-night: 
I have outstood my time, which is material 
To the tender of our present. 

Imo. I will write, sot 

Send your trunk to me; it shall safe be kept. 
And truly yielded you. You're very welcome. 

(.Exeunt. 
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Scenb I,— Britain. 8<fore cymbeune’s 
Palace. 

Enter cloten and two Lords. 

CIo. Was there ever man had such luck! 
when I kissed the jack, upon an up-cast to be 
hit away! I had a hundred pound on’t; and 
then a whoreson jackanapes must take me up 
for swearing, as if 1 borrowed mine oaths of him 
and might not spend them at my pleasure. 

First Lord. What got he by that? You have 
broke his pate with your bowl. 8 

Sec. Lord. [ Aside .J If his wit had been like 
him that broke it, it would have run all out 
CIo. When a gentleman is disposed to swear, 
it is not for any standers-by to curtail his 
oaths, ha? >3 

Sec. Lord. No, my lord; [Aside.I nor crop 
the ears of them. 

CIo. Whoresondog! I give him satisfaction! 
Would he had been one of my rank! n 
Sec. Lord. [ Aside,} To have smelt like a 
fool. 

CIo. I am not vexed more at any thing in the 
earth. A pox on’t! 1 had rather not be so 
noble as I am. They dare not light with me be¬ 
cause of the queen my mother. Every lack-slave 
hath his bellyful of fighting, and I must go up 
and down like a cock that nobody can match. 

See. Lord. [Aside.] You are cock and capon 
too: and you crow, cock, with your comb on. 
CIo. Sayest thou? a8 

Sec. Lord. It is not fit your lordship should 
undertake every companion that you give 
offence to. 

Clo. No, I know that; but it is fit I should 
commit offence to my inferiors. p 

See. Lord. Ay, it is fit for your lordship 
only. 

Clo. Why, so I say. 3* 

First Lord. Did you hear ofa stranger that ’a 
come to court to-night? 

Clo. A stranger, aud I not know on’t! 

Sec. Lord. [Aside.] He’s a strange fellow 
himself, and knows it not. 41 

First Lord. There's an Italian come; and 
’tis thought, one of Leonatus’ friends. 

Cto. Leonatus! a banished rascal; and he’s 
another, whatsoever he be. Who told you of 
this stranger? 

First Lord. One of your lordship’s pages. 
do. Is it fit I went to look upon him? Is 
there no derogation in’t? 49 

First Lord. You cannot derogate, my lord. 
Clo. Not easily, I think. 

Sec. Lord. [Aside.] You are a fool, granted; 
therefore your Issues, being foolish, do not 
derogate. 

Clo. Corns, m go see this Italian. What 
I have lost to-day at bowls I’ll win to-night of 
him. Come, go. 57 

Lord. I’ll attend your lordship, 

|Exeunt cloten and First Lord. 
That such a crafty devil ss is his mother 


Should yield the world this ass la woman that 60 
Bears all down with her brain, and this her son 
Cannot take two from twenty for his heart 
And leave eighteen. Alas I poor princess. 
Thou divine Imogen, what thou endur’st 64 
Betwixt a father by thy step-dame govern'd, 

A mother hourly coining plots, a wooer 
More hateful than the foul expulsion is 
Of thy dear husband, than that horrid act 68 
Of the divorce he’d make. The heavens hold 
firm 

The walls of thy dear honour; keep unshak’d 
That temple, thy fair mind; that thou mayst 
stand. 

To enjoy thy banish’d lord and this great land! 

[Exit. 

Scene II. — A Bedchamber ; in one part ot 
it a Trunk. 

IMOGEN reading in her bed; a Lady attending. 
Imo. Who’s there? my wo man Helen? 
Lady. Please you, madam 

Imo. What hour is ll*? 

Lady. Almost midnight, madam. 

Imo. I have read three hours then; mine eyes 
are weak; 

Fold down the leaf where I have left; to bed: 4 
Take not away the taper, leave it burning, 
And if thou canst awake by four o’ the clock, 
1 prithee, call me. Sleep has seized me wboUy. 

[Exit Lady. 

To your protection I commend me, gods! 8 
From fairies and the tempters of the night 
Guard me, beseech ye! 

[Sleeps, iachimo comes from the trunk, 
lack. The crickets sing, and man’s o’er- 
labour’d sense 

Repairs itself by rest. Our Tarquin thus is 
Did softly press the rushes ere he waken’d 
The chastity he wounded. Cytherea, 

How bravely thou becom’st thy bed! fresh lily, 
And whiter than the 'Shoeta! That I might 
touch! if 

But kiss: one kiss! Rubies unparagon'd. 

How dearly they do’t! Tis her breathing that 
Perfumes the chamber thus; the flame of the 
taper 

Bows toward her, and would tinder-peep her 
lids, so 

To see the enclosed lights, now canopied 
Under these windows, white and azure lac’d 
With blue of heaven's own tinct But my de¬ 
sign. 

To note the chamber: I will write all down: *4 
Such and such pictures: them the window; such 
Th’ adornment of her bed; the anas, figures. 
Why, such and such; and the contents o' the 
story. 

Ah! but some natural note* about her body, »* 
Above ten thousand meaner moveables 
Would testify, to enrich urine inventory. 

O sleep! tbou ape of death, lie dull npon her: 
And be her senses but as a monument 3 * 
Thus in a chapel lying. Come off, come off;-- 
(raking w her bracelet. 
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A* slippery u the Gordian knot tn hud I guts, nor the voice of tmpaved eunuch to boot, 

'Tis mine: end this will witness outwardly, can never amend. [Exeunt Minkiam. 

As strongly as the conscience doe* within, 3* Sec. Lord. Here comae the kina. 36 

To the mending of her lord. On her left breast Clo. lam (lad I was up so late, for that's the 

A mole cinque-spotted, like the crimson drops reason I was up so early; he cannot choose but 
I' the bottom of a cowslip: here's a voucher; take this service 1 have dime fatherly. 
Stronger than ever law could make: this 

.jep 1 * 1 ., ...... fitter cymmlinb and queen. 

1,1111 thlnkI ^ ayepiCk<lthel0CkBnd Good morrow to your majesty and to my 
The^easure of her honour. No more. To what xSSd'you here the door of our ste£ 

Why should I write this down, that’s riveted, —daughter ?_ 


Will she not forth! 

Clo. I have assail'd her with musics, but she 

^PwSSd 1 i^D* h ! ££‘SS!S. d0Wn VO o 5 Sfrte°eXrf - her minion is too new, 4 ’ 
:re Philomel gave up. l have enough;. S hehath not yet forgot him; some more die 


Screw'd to my memory ? She hath been reading 
late 
The 
Where 

To the trunk again, and shut the spring of it. 


^^y^r^of^ria^t M~^;printofhisremembrenceou,s. 


dawning 4 > 

May bare the raven's eye! I lodge in fear; 
Though this a heavenly angel, hell is here. 

[Clock strikes. 

One, two, three: time, time! 

[Goes into the trunk. The scene closes. 

Scene DX — An Ante-chamber adjoining 
Imogen's Apartments. 

Enter CLOTEN and Lords. 

First Lord. Your lordship is the most patient 
man in loss, the meet coldest that ever turned 
up ace. 

Clo. It would make any man cold to lose. 4 
First Lord. But not every man patient after 


And then she’s yours. 

Queen. You are most bound to the king. 
Who lets go by no vantages that may 
Prefer you to his daughter. Frame yourself 
To orderly soliciting, and be friended sa 
With aptness of the season; make denials 
Increase your services; so seem as if 
You were inspir’d to do those duties which 
You tender to her; that you in all obey her ;< 
Save when command to your dismission tends, 
And therein you are senseless. 

Clo. Senseless! not so. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. So like you, sir, ambassadors from 
Rome; 


the noble temper of your lordship. You are The one is Cains Lucius. 


most hot and furious when you mn. 


First Lord. Day, my lord. 

Clo. I would this music would come. I am 


Cym. A worthy fellow, So 

Albeit he comes on angry purpose now; 

But that's no fault of his: we must receive him 
According to the honour of his sender; 

And towards himself, his goodness forespent 
on us, _ *4 


advised to give her music o' mornings; they say We must extend our notice. Our dear son, 
it will penetrate. When you have given good morning to your 

mistress. 

Enter Musicians. Attend the queen and us; we shall have need 

Come on; tune. If you can penetrate her with To employ you towards this Roman. Come , 
your Angering, so; we’ll try with tongue too: our queen. I£r«ui(^( ter clotw. 

if none will do, let her remain: but fll never Clo. If she be up. I'll speak with ter; tf not 
give o’er. First a very excellenl good-con- Let her lie still, and dream. By your leave, hoi 

ceited thing; after, a wonderful sweet air, with _ . ... 

admirable rich words to it: and then let her I know her women are about her What 

JX If I do line one of their hands? Tis gold is 
Which buys admittance; oft it doth; yea, and 
makes 

Diana's rangers false themselves, yield up 
u Their deer to the stand o’ the stealer; and 'tis 

Which makes the true man kill'd and saves the 
thief; 7 * 

a* Na^sometime hangs both thief and true man. 

Can it not do and undo? I will make 


consider. 

SONG. 

Hark I hark! the lark at heaven's gale sins* 
And Phccbm 'gin* ant*. 

His steeds to water at those springs 
On chalic’d flowers that lies; 

And winking Man"budi begin 
To ope their golden eyes: 

With every thing that pretty is. 

My lady sweet, arise: 

Arise, trifle! 


> So. let you gone. If this penetrate, I will con- One of her women lawyer to me, for 
rider yovt iSiSr the better; if it do not, it is I yet not understand the case myself. ” 

• Wcc in her ears, which horse-hairs and calves’- By your leave. [Knocks, 
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Enter a Lady. 

Lady. Who’s there, that knocks? 

Cla. A gentleman. 

Lady. No motel 

Clo. Yes, and a gentlewoman’s son. 

Lady. [Aside.] That’s mote 

Than some whose tailors are as dear as yours 84 
Can justly boast of. What's your lordship’s 
pleasure? 

Clo. Your lady’s person: is the ready? 
Lady. Ay, 

To keepher chamber. 

Clo. There's gold for you; sell me your good 
report. 88 

Lady. How! my good name? or to reported’ 
you 

What I shall think is good?—The princess 1 
Enter IMOGEN. 

Clo. Good mono w, fairest; sister, your sweet 
hand. (Exit Lady. 

imo. Good morrow, sir. Vpu lay out too 
much pains 9a 

For purchasing but trouble; the thanks I give 
Is truing you that I am poor of thanks 
And scarce can spare them. 

Clo. Still, I swear I love you. 

Imo. If you but said so, ’twere as deep with 
me: 96 

If you swear still, your recompense is stQl 
That I regard it not 
Clo. This is no answer. 

Imo. But that you shall not say I yield being 
silent 

I would no. ipeak. I pray you, spare me: faith, 
I shall unfold equal discourtesy 101 

To your best kindness. One of your great know¬ 
ing 

Should learn, being taught, forbearance. 

Clo. To leave you in your madness, 'twere 
my sin: 104 

I will not. 

Imo. Fools cure not mad folks. 

Clo. Do you call me fbol? 

Imo. As I am mad, I do: 

If you’ll be pddent. Ill no more be mad; to* 
That cures us both. I am much sorry, sir. 

You put me to forget a lady’s manners. 


And am so near the lade of charity,— 

To accuse myself,—I hate you; which I had 
rather 

You felt than make’t my boast. 

Clo. You sin against n6 

Obedie nc e, which you owe your father. For 
The contract you pretend with that base wretch. 
One bred of alms and foster’d with cold dishes. 
With scraps o’ the court, it is no contract, 
none; no 

And though it be allow’d in meaner partiee— 
Yet who than he more mean?—to knit their 


On whom there is no more dependency 


Yet you are curb d man that enlargement by 
The consequence o’the crown, and muat not led 
The precious note of it with a base slave, 

A hilding for livery, a squire’s doth, ut 
A pantier, not *0 eminent. 

Imo. Profane fellow! 

Wert thou the son of Jupiter, and no more 
But what thou art besides, thou wert too base 
To be his groom; thou wert dignified enough. 
Even to the point of envy, if ’twere made 133 
Comparative for your virtues, to be styl’d 
The under-hangman of his kingdom, and hated 
For being preferr’d to well. 

Clo. The south-fog rot him I 

Imo. He never can meet more mischance 
than come 137 

To be but nam’d of thee. His meanest garment 
That ever hath but clipp’d bis body, is dearer 
In my respect than all the hairs above thee, i«o 
Were they ail made inch men. How now, 
Pisaniol 

Enter PISANJO. 

Clo. ‘His garment 1’ Now, the devil— 

Imo. To Dorothy my woman hie thee pre¬ 
sently v— 

Clo. ’His garment!' 

Imo. I am sprighted with a fool, 144 

Frighted, and anger’d worse. Go, bid my 
woman 

Search for a jewel that too casually 
Hath left mine arm; it was thy master’s, ’shtvw me 
If I would lose it for a revenue 148 

Of any king’s in Europe. 1 do think 
I saw t this morning; confident I am 
Last night ’twas on mine arm, I Idas’d it; 

I hope It be not gone to tell my lord 15* 
That I kiss aught but be. 

Pit. Twffll not be lost 

Imo. I hope so; go, and search. 

I Exit pisan to. 

Clo. v- You have abus’d me: 

’His meanest garment! * 

Imo. Ay, I said so, sir: 135 

If you will make’t an action, call witness to’t. 
Clo. I will inform your father. 

Imo. Your mother too: 

She ’« my good lady, and will conceive, I hope, 
But the worn of me. So I leave you, air. 

To the wont of discontent. [Exit- 

Clo. I’ll be reveng’d. i«o 

‘His meanest garment!’ Well. [Exit. 

SCENE iy.— Rome. A Room in PHtLAMO’S 
House. 

Enter POSTHUMUS and PHiLAltrO. 

Post. Fear it not, sir; I would I were so sure 
To win the king as I am bold her tumour 
Will remain hers. , 

Phi. What means do you make to him^ 
Post. Not any, but abide the change of urn*. 
Quake in the present winter’s Mate and wish 3 . 
That warmer days would come; in these teat 0 
hopes. 
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1 barely cntOy your love; they falling, 

1 must die much your debtor. s 

Phi. Your very goodnees and your company 
0 ’erpaya all I can do. By this, your king 
Hath heard of great Augustus; Cains Lucius 
Will do’s commission throughly, and I think 
He’ll grant the tribute, send the arrearages, 13 
Or look won our Romans, whose remembrance 
Is yet fresh in their grief. 

Pott. I do believe— 

Statist though I am none, nor like to be— 1$ 
That this wul prove a war; and you shall hear 
The legions now in Gallia sooner landed 
In our not-fearing Britain, than have tidings 
Ofany penny tribute paid. Our countrymen so 
Are men more order’d than when Julius Caesar 
Smil’d at their lack of skill, but found their 
courage 

Worthy his firowning at: their discipline,— 
Now winged,—with their courage will make 
known s« 

To their approvers they are people such 
That mend upon the world. 

Phi. Seel Iachimo! 

Enter iacrmo. 


Together with your ring; and not the wronger 
Of her or you, having proceeded but 
By both your wills. 

Post. If yon can make’t apparent j< 
That you have tasted her in bed, my hand 
And ring is yours; if not, the foul opinion 
You had of her pure honour gains or loses 
Your sword or mine or masterless leaves both 60 
To who shall find them. 

lack. Sir, my circumstances 

Being so near the truth as 1 will make them. 
Must first induce you to believe: whose strength 
I will confirm with oath; which, I doubt not, S4 
You'll give me leave to spare, when you shall 
find 

You need it not 
Post. Proceed. 

loch. First, her bedchamber,— 

Where I confess I slept not, but profess 
Had that was well worth watching,—it was 
hang’d 6S 

With tapestry of silk and silver; the story 
Proud Cleopatra, when she met her Roman, 
And Cydnus swefi'd above the banks, or for 
The press of boats or pride; a piece of work 73 
So bravely done, so rich, that it did strive 


Post. The swiftest harts have posted you by In workmanship and value; which I wonder'd 


land, 

And winds of all the comers Idss’d your tads, as 
To make your vessel nimble. 

Phi. Welcome, sir. 

Post. I hope the briefness of your answer 

TTlflrf * 

The speediness of your return. 

loch. Your lady 

Is one of the fairest that I have look’d upon. 3a 
Post. And therewithal the best; or let her 
beauty 

Look through a casement to allure false hearts 
And be false with them. 

Inch. Here are letters for you. 

Post. Their tenour good, I trust 
loch. Tis very like. 36 

PM. Was Caius Lucius in the Britain court 
When you were there? 

lack. He was expected then. 

But not approach’d. 

Post. AB is well yet 

Sparkles this stone as it was wont? oris tnot 40 
Too dull for your good wearing? 

loch. If I have lost It, 

I should have lost the worth of it in gold, 
m make a journey twice as far to enjoy 
A second night of such sweet shortness which 44 
Was mine m Britain; for the ring is won. 
Post. The stone ’a too hard to come by. 
lack. Not a whit, 

Your lady being so easy. 

Post. Make not, sir, 

Your loss your sport; I hope you know that we 
Mutt not continue Mends. 


loch. 


Could be rarely and exactly wrought. 

Since the true life on‘t was— 

Post. This is true; 76 

And this you might have heard of here, by me. 
Or by some other. 

loch. More particulars 

Must justify my knowledge. 

Post. So they must. 

Or do your honour injury. 

loch. The chimney So 

Is south the chamber, and the chimney-piece 
Chaste Dian bathing; never saw I figures 
So likely to report themselves; the cutter 
Was as another nature, dumb; outwent her, 84 
Motion and breath left out. 

Post. This is a thing 

Which you might from relation likewise reap, 
Being, as it is, much moke of. 

loch. The roof o’ the chamber 

With golden cherubim is fretted; her and¬ 
irons— *• 

I had forgot them—were two winking Cupids 
Of silver, each on one foot standing, nicely 
Depending on their brands. 

Post. This is her honour! 

Let it be granted you have seen all this,—and 
praise 93 

Be given to your remembrance,—the descrip¬ 
tion 

Of what is in her chamber nothing saves 
The wager you have laid. 

Iach. Then, if you can. 

Be pale: I beg but leave to air this jewel; seel 
[Showing the bracelet. 


If you keep covenant. Had I not brought 
The knowledge of your mistress home, I grant 
We were to question farther, but I now s» 
Profess myself the winner or her honour, 


Good sir, we must, 49 And now ’tis up again; it must be married 97 


To that your diamond; I’ll keep them. 

Post. Jove! 

Once more let me behold It Is it that 
Which I left with her? 
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Inch. Sir,—I thank her,—that: too 

She stripp'd it from her arm; 1 tee her yet; 
Her pretty action did outsell her gift. 

And yet enrich’d it too. She gave it me, and said 
She priz’d it once. 

Pott. May be she pluck’d it off 104 

To send it me. 

loch. She writes so to you, doth she} 
Post. Oino.no.no.’tistrue. Here, take this 
too; [Giver the ring. 

It it a basilisk unto mine eye. 

Kills me to look on’t. Let there be no honour 
Where there is beauty; truth where semblance; 

love 109 

Where there’s another man; the vows of women 
Of no more bondage be to where they are made 
Than they are to their virtues, which is no¬ 
thing. m 

O! above measure false. 

Phi. Have patience, sir. 

And take your ring again; 'tis not yet won; 

It may be probable she lost it; or 
Who knows if one of her women, being cor¬ 
rupted, : 16 

Hath stol’n it from her? 

Post. Very true; 

And so I hope he came by’t. Back my ring. 
Bender to me some corporal sign about her. 
More evident than this; for this was stol’n. 120 
Jach. By Jupiter, I had it from her arm. 
Post. Hark you, he swears; by Jupiter he 
swears. 

Tis true; nay, keep the ring; ’tis true: I am sure 

She would not lose it; her attendants are 124 


Ucrra 

lack. I’ll deny nothing. 

Post. O! that I had bet here, to tear her limb- 
meal. 

I will go there and do’t, i’ the court, before 24s 
Her father. I’ll do something— [Exit. 

Phi. Quite besides 

The government of patience! You have won: 
Let s follow him, and pervert the present wrath 
He hath against himself. 
loch. With all my heart ij* 

(Exeunt. 

Scene V. —The Same. Another Room in the 
Same. 

Enter posthumus. 

Post. Is there no way for men to be, but 
women 

Must be half-workers? We are all bastards; all. 
And that most venerable man which I 
Did call my father was I know not where 4 
When I was stamp’d; some coiner with his tools 
Made me a counterfeit; yet my mother seem'd 
The Dian of that time; so doth my wife 
The nonpareil of this. O! vengeance, venge¬ 
ance; 8 

Me of my lawful pleasure she restrain'd 
And pray'd me oft forbearance; did it with 
A pudency so rosy the sweet view on't 
Might well have warm'd old Saturn; that I 
thought her 12 

As chaste as unsunn’d snow. O! all the devils! 
This yellow Iachimo, in an hour,—was’t not? 
Or less—at first?—perchance he spoke not, but 


aiis wuum uui iusc u; nci auenuams are 124 , .. - -- ■ , .*■- - ...... ...... - 

All sworn and honourable; they induc'd to steal rriZf' rv 1 •?! 2 rn d • Cerman one, 16 
t*t t-ned o! and mounted; found no opposition 

But what he look’d for should oppose and she 


And by a stranger! No, he hath enjoy’d her; 
The cognizance of her incontinent^ 

Is this; she hath bought the name of whore thus 
dearly. 12S 

There, take thy hire; and all the fiends of hell 
Divide themselves between you! 

_ Phi. Sir, be patient: 

This is not strong enough to be believ'd 
Of one persuaded well of— 

Post. Never talk on’t; 132 

She hath been colted by him. 

lack. If you seek 

For further satisfying, under her breast. 
Worthy the pressing, Hes a mole, right proud 
Of that most delicate lodging; by ray Hfe, 13s 
I kiss’d it, and it gave me present hunger 
To bed again, though full. You do remember 
This stain upon her? 

. Post. Ay. and it doth confirm 

Another stain, as big as hell can hold, 140 
Were there no more but it. 
lach. Will you hear more? 

Post. Spare your arithmetic; never count the 
tarns; 

Once, and a million! 

lach. I’ll be sworn,— 

„F«7*r. No swearing. 

If you will swear yon have not done't, you lie; 
And I will kill thee if thou dost deny 243 
Thou'st made me cuckold. 


Should from encounter guard. Could I find out 
The woman’s partinme! For there's no motion 
That tends to vice in man but I affirm 21 
It is the woman's part; be it lying, note it. 
The woman’s; flattering, hers; deceiving, hers; 
Lust and rank thought^ hers, hers; revenges, 
hers; 24 

Ambitions, coverings, change of prides, disdain, 
Nice longing, slanders, mutability. 

All faults that man may name, nay, that hell 
knows. 

Why, hers, in part, or all; but rather, all; 28 
For even to vice 

They are not constant, but are changing still 
One vice but of a minute old for one 
Not half so old as that. I’ll write against them, 
Detest them, cune them. Yet 'tis greater skill 33 
In a true hate to pray they have their will; 
The very devils cannot plague them better. 

[Exit. 

act m 

Scene I. — Britain. A Hall in cymbh.ine’s 
Palace. 

Enter at one door CYMBELINB, QUEEN, CLOWN, 
and Lords; and at another caius lucius and 
Attendants. 

Cym. Now say what would Augustus CxUI 
with us? 



Sana i) 

Luc. When Julias Cmsr- 
brance >et 
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Hath too much mangled; whose repair and 

franchise . . 57 


Lives in men’s eyes, and will to ears and tongues Shall, by the power we hold, be our good deed. 


Be theme and hearing ever—was in this Britain, 

And conquer'd it, Cassibelan, thine uncle,— s 
Famous in Cesar’s praises, no whit less 
Than in his feats deserving it,—for him 
And his succession, granted Rome a tribute, 8 
Yearly three thousand pounds, which by thee 
lately 

Is left untenderd. 

Queen. And, to kill the marvel, 

Shall be so ever. 

Clo. There be many Casars 

Ere such another Julius. Britain is is 

A world by itself, and we will nothing pay 
For wearing our own noses. 

Queen. That opportunity. 

Which then they had to take from's, to resume, 

We have again. Remember, sir, my liege, 16 
The kings your ancestors, together with 
T he natural bravery of your isle, which stands 
As Neptune’s park, ribbed and paled in 
With rocks unscaleable and roaring waters, 20 
With, sands, that will not bear your enemies’ 
boats, 

But suck them up to the topmast. A kind of 
conquest 

Casar made here, but made not here bis brag 
Of ’came, and saw, and overcame:’ with 
shame— *4 

The first that ever touch’d him—he was carried 
From off our coast, twice beaten; and his ship- 

Poor ignorant baubles 1—on our terrible seas, 
like egg-shella mov’d upon their surges, crac* tl 
As easilv ’gainst our rocks: for Joy wbereot 29 
The fam’d Cassibelan, who was once at point— 

O giglot fortune!—to master Cesar s »wcu“> 

Made Lud’s town with rejoicing-fires bright, 3 a 
And Britons strut with courage. 

Clo. Come, there'snomoretributetobepaid. 

Our kingdom is stronger than it was at that 
time: and, as I said, there is no moe such 
Cesars; other of them may have crooked noses, 
but to owe such straight arms, none. 

Cvm. Son, let your mother end. it 

Clo. We have yet many among us can gripe '“I* JL, u-a.., Disloyal 1 No: 
as hard as Cassibelan ^ I do not say I ■aSS ^.^?^trW^th^nd y 5n<toii 
but I have a ba 

we pay tribute 1 ....—, , , 

us with a blanket, 0 : put the moon in jus pocket, -- vi ow a , were 

we will pay him tribute for light; else, sir. no Thy mmd ro herisUh^uldmurferher? 

mo** tribute, pray you now. J W lonunes. nuw .-~ 

C.vm. You must Know, _ 

Till the injurious Romans did extort 
This tribute from us, we were free; C«sar s 

Which swdTdso much that it did almost stretch 
The sides o’ the world—against all colour he.e 
Did put the yoke upon's; which to shake off 5* 

Becomes a war-like people, whom we reckon 
Ourselves to be. We do say then to Cesar 
Our ancestor was that Munnutius which 


Though Rome be therefore angry. Mulmutius 
made our laws. 

Who was the first of Britain which did put So 
His brows within a golden crown, and call’d 
Him sell a king. 

l.uc. I am sorry, Cymbeline, 

That 1 am to pronounce Augustus Cesar— 
Casar, that hath more kings his servants than 
Thyself domestic officers—thine enemy. 6s 

Receive it from me, then: war and confusion 
In Cesar's name pronounce I 'gainst thee: look 
For fury not to be resisted. Thus defied, 6* 

1 thank thee for myself. 

Cym. Thou art welcome, Caius. 

Thy Cassar knighted me; my youth I spent 
Much under him; of him I gather'd honour; 
Which he, to seek of me again, perforce, 72 
Behoves me keep at utterance. 1 ain perfect 
That the Pannonians and Dalmatians for 
T heir liberties are now in aims; a precedent 
Which not to read would show the Bri tons cold: 
So Ctesar shall not find them. 

Luc. Let proof speak. 77 

Clo. His majesty bids you welcome. Make 
pastime with us a day or two, or longer; if you 
seek us afterwards in other terms, you shall find 
us in our salt-water girdle; if you beat us out of 
it, it is yours; if you fall in the adventure, our 
crows shall fare the better for you; and there ’1 
an end. *4 

Luc. So. sir. 

C .vm. 1 know your master s pleasure and he 
mine: 

AU the remain is ‘ Welcomel [Exeunt. 

Scene n. — Another Room in the Same. 
Enter PISANIO, reading a letter. 

Pis. Howlofadulteiy! Wherefore write you 
not . , 

What monster’s her accuser? Leonatus! 

O master! what a strange infection 
Is fall’n into thy earl What false Italian— 4 
As poisonous-tongu'd as handed—hath pre¬ 
vail’d 


Uron°lhe n iove*and with and vows wjuchl 11 
Havemadetothycommand? I, her? her blood 7 
If it be so to do good service, never 
Let me be counted serviceable. How look I, 
That I should seem to lack humanity 
So much as this fact comes to?—Bo t: the 

That I harr sent her by her own command 
Shall give thee opportunity :—O damn'd paper! 
Black as the ink that's on thee. Senseless 

30 


vui ancestor was uiai jtiuuuuuwo - , r - 
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So virgin-like without! Lo! here the come*. 

I am ignorant in what I am commanded. 

Enter IMOGEN. 

Imo. How now, Pisanio! S4 

Pis. Madam, here is a letter from my lord. 
lino. Who? thy lord? that is my lord, Leo- 
natus. 

Ol team’d indeed were that astronomer 
That knew the stars as I his characters; as 

He’d lay the future open. You good gods, 

Let what is here contain’d relish of love. 

Of my lord’s health, of his content, yet not 
That we two are asunder; let that grieve him,— 
Some griefs are med’dnable; that is one of 
them, 33 

For it doth physic love,—of his content. 

All but in that! Good wax, thy leave. Bless’d be 
You bees that make these locks of counsell 

Loven 36 

And men in dangerous bonds pray not alike; 
Though forfeiten you cast in prison, yet 
You clasp young Cupid’s tables. Good news, 
godsl 

Justice, and your father’s wrath, should he 
take me in his dominion, could not be so cruel to 
me, as you, O the dearest of creatures, would not 
even renew me with your eyes. Take notice that 
l am in Cambria, at Miiford-Haven ; what 
your own love will out of this advise you, fol¬ 
low. So, he wishes you all happiness, that re¬ 
mains loyal to his vow, and your, increasing in 
love, Leonstus Posthumus. 

OI for a horse with wings! Hear’st thou, 
Pisanio? 49 

He is at Miiford-Haven; read, and tell me 
How far 'tis thither. If one of mean affairs 
May plod it in a week, why may not I sa 
Glide thither in a day? Then, true Pisanio,— 
Who long’st, like me, to see thy lord; who 
long’st,— 

Ol let me ’bate,—but not like me; yet long'st. 
But in a fainter kind:—O! not like me, 16 
For mine's beyond beyond; say, and speak 
thick;— 

Love’s counsellor should fin the bores of hear¬ 
ing. 

To the smothering of the sense,—how far it Is 
To this same blessed Milford; and, by the way, 
Tell me how Wales was made so happy as 61 
T* inherit such a haven; but, first of au. 

How we may steal from hence, and, for the gap 
That we shall make in time, from our hence- 
going 64 

And our return, to excuse; but first, how get 


Iscri 


Why sbould excuse be born or ere begot? 
Well talk of that hereafter. Prithee, sneak. 
How many score of miles may we well ride 68 
Twixt hour sad hour? 

Pis. One score ’twixt sun and sun, 

i/s enough for you, and too much too. 
one that rode to’s execution. 

Could never go so slow: I have beard of riding 

7 * 


When horses have been nimbler than the sands 
That runi’the clock's behalf. But this is foolery; 
Go bid my woman feign a sickness; say 
She'll home to her father; and provide me pre¬ 
sently 76 

A riding-suit, no costlier than would fit 
A franklin’s housewife. 

Pis. Madam, you’re best consider. 

Imo. I see before me, man; nor here, nor 
here, 

Nor what ensues, but have a fog in them. So 
That I cannot look through. Away, I prithee; 
Do as I bid thee. There’s no more to say; 
Accessible is none but Milford way. [ Exeunt. 

Scene HI. — Wales. A mountainous Country 
with a Cave. 

Enter from the Cave, belarius, gutoerius, 
and ARVIRAGUS. 

Bel. A goodly day not to keep house, with 
such 

Whose roof’s as low as ours! Stoop, boys; this 
gate 

Instructs you bow to adore the heavens, and 
bows you 

To a morning’s holy office; the gates of 
monarebs 4 

Are arch'd so high that giants may jet through 
And keep their impious turbans on, without 
Good morrow to the sun. Hail, thou fair 
heaven! 7 

We house i' the rock, yet use thee not so hardly 
As prouder livers do. 

Gui. Hail, heaven! 

Arv. Hail, heaven! 

Bel. Now for our mountain sport. Up to 
yond hill; 

Your legs are young; I'll tread these fiats. Con¬ 
sider, 

When you above perceive me like a crow, is 
That it is place which lessens and sets off; 
And you may then revolve what tales I have 
told you 

Of courts, of princes, of the tricks In war; 
This service is not service, so being done, 16 
But being so allow’d; to apprehend thus 
Draws us a profit from all things we see. 

And often, to our comfort, shall we find 
The sharded beetle in a safer hold so 

Than is the fall-wing’d eagle. Ol this life 
Is nobler than attending for a check. 

Richer than doing nothing for a bribe. 
Prouder than rustling in unpaid-for silk; S4 
Such gain the cap of him that makes ’em fine. 
Yet keeps his book uncross’d; no life to oun. 
Gui. Out of your proof you speak; we, pom 
unfledg’d. 

Have never wing’d from view o’ the nest, nor 
know not 

What air’s from borne. Haply this life is best. 
If quiet life be best; sweeter to you 

That have a sharper known, well co r re sp onding 

With your stiff age; but unto ns it is J 3 
A cell of ignorance, travelling (-bed, 

A prison for a debtor, that not dame 
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Ary. What should we speak of 

When we are old as you? when we shall bear 36 
The Tain and wind seat dark December, how 
In this our pinching cave shall we discourse 
The freezing boors away? We have seen no¬ 
thing; 

We are beastly, subtle as the fox for prey, 40 
like war-like as the wolf for what we eat; 
Our valour is to chase what flies; our cage 
We make a quire, as doth the prison'd bird. 
And sing our bondage freely. 

Bel. How you speak 1 44 

Did you but know the city's usuries 
And felt them knowingly; the art o’ the court, 
As hard to leave as keep, whose top to climb 
Is certain falling, or so slippery that 48 
The fear’s as bad as falling; the toil of the war, 
A pain that only seems to seek out danger 
I' the name of fame and honour; which dies i’ 
the search. 

And hath as oft a slanderous epitaph 32 
As record of fair act; nay, many times, 

Doth ill deserve by doing well; what’s worse. 
Must curtsy at the censure: O boys! this story 
The world may read in me; my body’s mark’d 
With Roman swords, and my report was once 
First with the best of note; Cymbeline lov’d me, 
And when a soldier was the theme, my name 
Was not tar off; then was I as a tree 60 
Whose boughs did bend with fruit, but, in one 
night, 

A storm or robbery, call it what you will, 
Shook down my mellow hangings, nay, my 
leaves, 

And left me bare to weather. 

Gui. Uncertain favour! 64 

Bel. My fault being nothing,—as I have told 
you oft,— 

But that two villains, whose false oaths pre¬ 
vail’d 

Before my perfect honour, swore to Cymbeline 
I was confederate with the Romans; so 68 
Follow’d my banishment, and this twenty years 
This rock and these demesnes have been my 
world. 

Where I have liv’d at honest freedom, paid 
More pious debts to heaven than in all 72 
The fore-end of my time. But, up to the moun¬ 
tains! 

This is not hunter’s language. He that strikes 
The venison first shall be the lord o’ the feast; 
To him the other two shall minister; 76 
And we will fear no poison which attends 
In place of greater state. I'll meet you in the 
valleys. 

1 Exeunt ouhjduus and axviraous. 
How hard it is to hide the sparks of nature! 
These boys know little they are sons to the king; 
Nor Cymbeline dreams that they are alive. 81 
They think they are mine; and, though train’d 
up thus meanly 

T the cave wherein they bow, their thoughts do 

The^roofrof f i n<T , g «y« —1 „ ua mpta them 
In simple and towmings to prince it much »s 


Beyond the trick of others. This Polydore, 

The heir of Cymbeline and Britain, who 
The king his father call’d Guiderius,—Hovel St 
When on my three-foot stool I sit and tell 
The war-like feats I have done, his spirits fly out 
Into my story: say,‘Thus mine enemy fell. 
And thus I set my foot on’s neck;’ even then 92 
The princely blood Sows in his cheek, he sweats. 
Strains his young nerves, and puts himself in 
posture 

That acts my words. The younger brother, 
Cadwal,— 

Once Arviragus,—in as like a figure, 96 
Strikes life into my speech and shows much 
more 

His own conceiving. Hade 1 the game is rous’d. 
O Cymbeline Iheavenandmy conscience knows 
Thou didst unjustly banish me; whereon, 100 
At three and two years old, I stole these babes. 
Thinking to bar thee of succession, as 
Thou reft’st me of my lands. Euriphile, 

Thou wast their nurse; they took thee for their 
mother, 104 

And every day do honour to her grave: 
Myself, Belanus, that am Morgan call’d, 

They take for natural father. The game Is up. 

[Exit. 

Scene IV .—Near Milford-Haven. 

Enter pisanio and IMOGEN. 

Imo. Thou told’st me, when we came from 
horse, the place 

Was near at hand: ne’er long’d my mother so 
To see me first, as I have now. Pisanio! man! 
Where is Posthumus? What is in thy mind, 4 
That makes thee stare thus? Wherefore breaks 
that sigh 

From the inward of thee? One, but painted 
thus. 

Would be interpreted a thing perplex'd 
Beyond self-explication; put thyself s 

Into a haviour of less fear, ere wildness 
Vanquish my staider senses. What's the 
matter? 

Why tender’st thou that paper to me with 
A look untender? If’t be summer news, 12 

Smile to't before; if winterly, thou need’st 
But keep that count'nance sdlL My husband’s 
band I 

That drug-damn’d Italy hath out-craftied him. 
And he'sat some hard point. Speak, man; thy 
tongue >6 

May take off some extremity, which to read 
Would be even mortal to me. 

Pis. Please you, read; 

And you shall find me, wretched man, a thing 
The most disdain'd of fortune. so 

Imo. Thy mistress, Pisanio, hath played the 
strumpet in my bed; the testimonies whereof 


r t thou, Pisanio, must act for me, if thy faith 
not tainted with the breach of hers. Let 
thine own hands take away her Ufa; / tbaB 
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91 re thee opportunity at MUford-Haven; the No servant of thy master’s. 
hath my knar for the purport; where, if thou slaughter 
fear to strike, and to make me certain it it Them is a prohibition so divine 
done, thou art the pander to her dkhonour and That cravens my weak hand. Come, hem's my 
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equally to me disloyal. 
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heart. 


■60 


Pis. What shall I need to draw my sword? Something’s afore't; soft, soft! we'll no de- 


the paper 

Hath cut her throat already. No, 'tis slander, 
Whose edge is sharper than the sword, whose 
tongue 36 


fence; 

Obedient as the scabbard. What is here? 
The scriptures of the loyal Leona tus 
All turn’d to heresy! Away, away! 


Outvenoms all the worms of Nile, whose breath Corrupters of my faith; you shall no more 


Rides on the posting winds and doth belie 
All comers of the world; kings, queens, and 
states. 

Maids, matrons, nay. the secrets of the grave «o 
This viperous slander enters. What cheer, 
madam? 

/mo. False to his bed! What is it to be false? 
To lie in watch there and to think on him? 


Be stomachers to my heart Thus may poor 
fools 

Believe false teachers; though those that are 
betray’d 

Do feel the treason sharply, yet the traitor si 
Stands in worse case of woe. 

And thou. Posthumus, thou that didst set up 
My disobedience 'gainst the king my father, 


To weep 'twixt clock and clock? if sleep charge And make me put into contempt the suits »z 


nature, 

To break it with a fearful dream of him. 

And cry myself awake? that’s false to's bed, is 
it? 

Pis. Alas! good lady. 

Into. I false 1 Thy c on sci en ce witness! 

Iachimo, 48 

Thou didst accuse him of incontinency; 

Thou then look'dst like a villain; now methinks 
Thy favour’s good enough. Some jay of Italy. 

Whose mother was her painting, hath betray d 
him: 3* 

Poor 1 am stale, a garment out of fashion. 

And, for I am richer than to hang by the walls, 

I must be ripp’d; to pieces with me! O! 

Men’s vows am women's traitors! All good 
seeming, 36 

By thy revolt, O husband! shall be thought 
Put on for villany; not bom where’t grows, 

But worn a bait for ladies. 

Pis. Good madam, bear me. 

Imo. True honest men being heard, like false 

dEneas, 6o __ _ 

Were in his time thought false, and Sinon’s The elected deer before thee? 


Of princely fellows, sbalt hereafter find 
It is no act of common passage, but 
A strain of rareness; ana I grieve myself 
To think, when thou shalt be diaedg'd by her #6 
That now thou tir'st on, how thy memory 
Will then be pang’d by me. Prithee, dispatch; 
The lamb entreats the butcher; where’s thy 
knife? 

Thou art too slow to do thy master’s bidding, 
When I desire it too. 

Pis. O, gracious lady! rot 

Since I receiv’d command to do this business 
I have not slept one wink. 

Imo. Do’t, and to bed then. 

Pis. Ill wake mine eyeballs blind first. 

Imo. Wherefore then 

Didst undertake it? Why hast thou abus’d 103 
So many miles with a pretence? this place? 
Mine action and thine own ? our horses labour ? 
The time inviting thee ? the perturb'd court, 108 
For my being absent?—whereunto I never 
Purpose return.—Whythast thou gone so far. 
To be unbent when thou hast ta’en thy stand, 


weeping 

Did scandal many a holy tear, took pity 
From most true wretchedness; so thou. Posthu¬ 
mus, 

Wilt lay the leaven on all proper men; 64 
Goodly and gallant shall be false and perjur’d 
From thy great fail. Come, fellow, be thou 
honest* 

Do thou tint master’s bidding. When thou seest 
him, 

A little witness my obedience; look! 6S 
I draw the sword myself; take it, and hit 
The innocent mansion of my love, my heart. 
Fear not, ’tis empty of all things but grief; 
Thy master is not there, who was indeed n 
The lichee of it; do his bidding; strike. 

Thou worst be valient in a better cause. 

But now thou seem’st a coward. 

Pis. Hence, vile instrument! 

Thou shalt not damn my hand 


Imo, 


Pis. But to win time ns 

To lose so bad employment, in the which 
I have consider'd of a course. Good lady. 
Hear me with patience. 

Imo. Talk thy tongue weary; speak: 
I have heard I am a strumpet, and mine ear, 116 
Therein false struck, can take no greater wound, 

Nor tent to bottom that But weak. 

Pis. Then, madam, 

1 thought you would not bade again. 

Imo Moat like, 

Bringing me here to kiD me. 

Pis. Not so, neither; 

But if I were as wise as honest, then 
My purpose would prove well. It cannot he 
But that my master is abus'd; some villain. 
Some villain, ay, and singular in his art, 

Hath done you both this cursed injury. 

Imo. Some Roman courtezan. 

Pis. No, on my hf* 


arm/6 vr ttj , < iis mw 

And if I do not by thy hand, thou art 


Why, I must die; 76 m give but notice you ere dead Mid aendh'^ 
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I should do so: you shall be miss'd at court. 
And that will well confirm it. 

Imo. Why, good fellow. 

What shall I do the while? where bide? how 
live? 

Or in my life what comfort, when lam 133 
Dead to my husband? 

Pis. If you’ll back, to the court,— 

Imo. No court, no father; nor no more ado 
With that harsh, noble, simple nothing Cloten! 
That Cloten, whose love-suit hath been to me 
As fearful as a siege. 

Pis. If not at court 137 

Then not in Britain must you bide. 

Imo. Where then? 

Hath Britain all the sun that shines? Day, 
night. 

Are they not but in Britain? I’ the world’s 
volume 140 

Our Britain seems as of it, but not in't; 

In a great pool a swan’s nest: prithee, think 
There’s liven out of Britain. 

Pis. I am most glad 

You think of other place. The ambassador, 14. 
Lucius the Roman, comes to Milford-Haven 
To-morrow; now, if you could wear a mind 
Dark as your fortune is, and but disguise 
That whidi, t’ appear itself, must not yet be i 4 > 
But by self-danger, you should tread a course 
Pretty, and full of view; yea, haply, near 
The residence of Posthumus; so wgh at least 
That though his actions were not visible, yet 13s 
Report should render him hourly to your ear 
As truly as he moves. 

Imo. O! for such means: 

Though peril to my modesty, not death on’t, 

I would adventure. 

Pis. Well, then, here’s the point: 

You must forget to be a woman; change 137 
Command into obedience; fear and niceness— 
The handmaids of all women, or more truly 
Woman it pretty self—-into a waggish courage; 
Ready in gibes, quick-answer’d, saucy, and 161 
As quarreTous as the weasel; nay, you must 
Forget that rarest treasure of your cheek, 
Exposing it—but, O! the harder heart, 164 

Alack) no remedy—to the greedy touch 
Of common-kissing Titan, and forget 
Your labounome and dainty trims, wherein 
You made great Juno angry. 

Imo. Nay, be brief: «SS 

1 see into thy end, and am almost 
A man already. 

Pis. First, make yourself but like one. 
Forethinking this, I have already fit— 

’Tis in my cloak-bag—doublet, hat, hose, all 17s 
That answer to them; would you in their serv¬ 
ing, 

And with what imitation you can borrow 
F rom youth of such a season, 'fore noble Lucius 
Present yourself, desire his service, tell him 176 
Wherein you are happy,— which you 11 make 
him know. 

If that his head have ear in music,— -doubtless 
With joy ho will embrace you, for he’s honour- 


that, most holy. Your meant 

_ 1S0 

You have me, rich; and I will never fail 
Beginning nor suppiyment. 

Imo. Thou art all the comfort 

The gods will diet me with. Prithee, away; 
There’s more to be consider’d, but we'U even 1S4 
All that good time will give us; this attempt 
I’m soldier to, and will abide it with 
A prince’s courage. Away, I prithee. 

Pis. Well, madam, we must take a short fare¬ 
well, 188 

Lest, being miss’d, I be suspected of 
Your carriage from the court My noble m istress. 
Here is a box, I had it from the queen. 

What *s in ’tis precious ;ifyou are sick at sea, r»s 
Or stomach-qualm’d at land, a dram of this 
Will drive away distemper. To some shade. 
And fit you to your manhood. May the gods 
Direct you to the best! 

Imo. Amen. I thank thee. [Exeunt. 

Scene V .—A Room in CYMBEUNe’S Palace. 
Enter cymbeline, queen, cloten, luciws, 
Lords, and Attendants. 

Cym. Thus far; and so farewell. 

Luc. Thanks, royal sir. 

My emperor hath wrote, I must from hence; 
And am right sorry that I must report ye 
My masters enemy. 

Cym. Our subjects, sir, 4 

Will not endure his yoke; and for ourself 
To show less sovereignty than they, must needs 
Appear unking-like. 

Luc. So, sir: I desire of you 

A conduct over land to Milford-Haven. 8 
Madam, all joy befall your Grace. 

Queen. And you I 

Cym. My lords, you are appointed for that 
office; 

The due of honour in no point omit. 

So, farewell, noble Lucius. 

Luc. Your hand, my lord. » 

do. Receive it friendly; but from this time 
forth 

I wear it as your enemy. 

Luc. Sir, the event 

Is yet to name the winner. Fare you welL 
Cym. Leave not the worthy Lucius, good 
my lords, 16 

Till he have cross'd the Severe. Happiness! 

[Exeunt lucius and Lords. 
Queen. He goes hence frowning; but it 
honours us 

That we have given him cause. 

Clo. ’Tis all the better; 

Your valiant Britons have their wishes in it so 
Cym. Lucius hath wrote already to the em¬ 
peror 

How it goes here. It fits us therefore ripely 
Our chariots and horsemen be in readiness; 
The powers that he already hath in Gallia as 
Will soon be drawn to head, from whence he 
moves 

His war for Britain. 
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When it our daughter? She hath not a 
Before the Roman, nor to us hath tent 
The duty of the day; she looks us like as 
A thing more made of malice than of duty: 
We have noted it. Call her before us, for 
We have been too slight in sufferance. 

I Exit an Attendant 
Queen. Royal sir. 

Since the exile of Posthumus, most retir’d a 6 
Hath her life been; the cure whereof, my lord, 
'Tit time must do. Beseech your majesty, 
Forbear sharp speeches to her; she’s a lady 
So tender of rebukes that words are strokes, 40 
And strokes death to her. 

Re-enter Attendant 

Cym. Where is she, sir? How 

Can her contempt be answer’d? 

Atten. Please you, sir. 

Her chambers are all lock'd, and there’s no 
answer 

That will be given to the loudest noise we mala. 

Queen. My lard, when last 1 went to visit her. 
She pray’d me to excuse her keeping dose. 
Whereto constrain’d by her infirmity. 

She should that duty leave unpaid to you, 48 
Which daily she was bound to proffer; this 
She wish’d me to make known, but our great 
court 

Made me to blame in memory. 

Cym. Her doors lock'd! 

Not seen of late I Grant, heavens, that which 
1 fear s» 

Prove false! [Exit. 

Queen. Son, I say, follow the king. 

Clo. That man of hers, Pisanio, her old ser¬ 
vant, 

I have not seen these two days. 

Queen. Go, look after. 

I Exit CLOTEN. 

Pisanio, thou that stand’st so for Posthumus! s 6 
He hath a drug of mine; I pray his absence 
Proceed by swallowing that, for he believes 
It is a thing most precious. But foT her. 
Where is the gone? Haply, despair hath seiz’d 

her, 60 

Or, wing’d with fervour of her love, she’s flown 
To her desir’d Posthumus. Gone she is 
To death or to dishonour, and my end 
Can make good use of either; she being down, 64 
I have the placing of the British crown. 

Re-enter CLOTEN. 

How now, my son I 

Clo. Us certain she is fled. 

.Go in and cheer the king; he rages, none 
Din cock about him. 

Omen. [Aside.) All the better; may 68 
This night forestall him of the coming daj^ 

Clo. I love and hate her; for she’s fair and 

level. 


Disdaining me and throwing favours on 
The low Posthumus slanders so her Judgment 76 
That what’s else rare is chok’d, and in that 
point 

I will conclude to ham her, nay, indeed, 

To be reveng'd upon her. For, when fools 79 
Shall— 

Enter pisanio. 

Who is here? What! are you packing, sirrah? 
Come hither. Ah! you precious pandar. Villain, 
Where is thy lady? In a word; or else 
Thou art straightway with the fiends. 

Pis. O! good my lord. 

Clo. Where is thy lady? or. by Jupiter S4 
I will not ask again. Close villain. 

I'll have this secret from thy heart, or rip 
Thy heart to find it. Is she with Posthumus? 
From whose so many weights of baseness can¬ 
not 88 

A dram of worth be drawn. 

Pis. Alas! my lord, 

How can she be with him? When was she 
miss’d? 

He is in Rome. 

Clo. Where is she, sir? Come nearer, 
No further halting; satisfy me home 9a 

What is become of her? 

Pis. O! my all-worthy lord. 

Clo. All-worthy villain! 

Discover where thy mistress is at once. 

At the next word; no more of‘worthy lord!’ 96 
Speak, or thy silence on the Instant is 
Thy condemnation and thy death. 

Pis. Then, sir. 

This paper is the history of my knowledge 
Touching her flight. >.- [Presenting a letter. 

Clo. Let’s see’t. I will pursue her too 
Even to Augustus’ throne. 

Pis. I Aside .J Or this, or perish. 

She's far enough; and what be learns by this 
May prove his travel, not her danger. 

Clo. Hum! 

Pis. [Aside.) I’ll write to my lord she's dead. 
O Imogen! 104 

Safe mayst thou wander, safe return agent 
Clo. Sirrah, is this letter true? 

Pis. Sir, as I think. 107 

Clo. It Is Posthumus’ hand; I lenow’t. Sir¬ 
rah, if thou wouldst not be a villain, but do me 

in I should kave wise to use tlieewitha serious 
industry, that is, what villany soe'er I bid thee 
do, to perform it directly and truly. I would 
think thee an honest man; tbou shouiast neither 
want my means for thy relief nor my voice for 
thy preferment. * 16 

Pu. Well, my good lord. . 

Clo. Wilt thou serve me? For since patiently 
and constantly thou hast stuck to the bare for¬ 
tune of that beggar Faethumus, thou caoat not. 







In the cant of gratitude, but be a diligent 
follower of mine. Wilt thou serve me? 

Pie. Sir, I wilL »3 

Clo. Give me thy hand; hen’s my purse. 
Hast any of thy late master's garments In thy 
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but be a diligent Thou wast within a ken. O love! I think 


Hast any of thy late master's garments 
P °5 __ _ 


Foundations fly the wretched; such, I mean, 
123 Where they should be reliev’d. Two beggars 
rse. told me t 

thy I could not miss my way; will poor folks lie. 
That have afflictions on them, knowing 'tls 


Pis. I have, my lord, at my lodging, the A p uni s hmen t or trial? Yes; no wonder, 
me suit he wore when he took leave of my When rich ones scarce tell true. To lapse in 
d mistress. 129 fulness zs 

The first service thou dost me, fetch that Is sorer than to lie for need, and falsehood 
her: let it be thy first service; go. Is worse in kings than beggars. My dear lord! 
I shall, my lord. [Ear. Thou art one o the false ones. Now I think on 

Meet thee at MUford-Havent—I forgot thee, 

aim one thing; I'll remember*t anon,— My hunger's gone, but even before I was >6 
ere, thou villain Posthumus, will I kill At point to sink for food. But what is this? 


nm suit he wore when he took leave of my 
lady and mistress. 129 

Clo, The first service thou dost me, fetch that 
suit hither: let it be thy first service; go. 

Pis. I shall, my lord. [Exit. 

Clo. Meet thee at Milford-Haven!—I forgot 
to ask him one thing; I’ll remember't anon.— 


even there, thou 


Posthumus, will i 


thee. I would these garments were come. She Here is a path to’t; ’ds some savage hold; 
said upon a time,—the bitterness of it I now I were best not call, I dare not call, yet famine, 
belch from my heart,—that she held the very Ere clean it o’erthrow nature, makes it valiant, 
garment of Posthumus in more respect than my Plenty and peace breeds cowards, hardness ever 
noble and natural person, together with the Of hardiness is mother. Hoi Who’s here? 
adornment of my qualities. With that suit upon If any thing that's civil, speak; if savage, 
my back will I ravish her: first kill him, and in Take or lend. Ho! Noanswer? Then IH enter, 
her eyes; there shall she see my valour, which Best draw my sword: and if mine enemy 33 
will then be a torment to her contempt. He on But fear the sword like me, he'll scarcely look 
the ground, my speech of insultment ended on on’t. 

his dead body, and when my lust hath dined, Such a foe, good heavens! I Exit to the cave, 
—which, as I say, to vex her, l will execute in 

the clothes that she so praised,—to the court I'll Enter belakius, outDERlus, and AJtvmAGUS. 

*AVou.Polydore. have prov'dbmt wood- 

my revenge. Are master of the feast; Cadwal and I 

Re-enter pbanio, with the clothes. Will play the cook and servant ’tis our match; 

> TO 1110 8weat of industry would dry and die 

llrri 5 But for the end it works to. Come; our 

ra. Ayi my noble lorn. stomachs 33 

Clo. How long is *t since she went to Milford- Will make what’s homely savoury; weariness 
_ Can snore upon the flint when resty sloth 

Pis. She can scarce be there yet iss Finds the down pillow hard. Now, peace be 

Clo. Bring this apparel to my chamber; that here, 

the second thing that I have commanded thee: Poor house, that keep'st thyself! 
e third is, that thou wilt be a voluntary mute Gui . f am throughly weary, js 


is the second thing that I have commanded thee: 

the third is. that thou wilt be a voluntary mute 
to my design. Be but duteous, and true prefer¬ 
ment shall tender itself to thee. My revenge is 
now at Milford; would I had wings to follow it 1 
Come, and be true. [Exit. 


Gui. I am throughly weary. 

Arv. I am weak with toil, yet strong in appe- 
tito. 

Gui. There is cold meat i’ the cave; we’ll 
browse on that, 


Pis. Thou bidd’st me to my loss; for true to whflst what we have kill’d be cook’d, 
thee . Bel. [Looking into the cave.] Stay; come not in; 

Were to prove false, which I will never be, 164 Fut y,at It eats our victuals, I should think 40 
To him that is most true. To Milford go. Hen were a fairy. 

And find not her whom thou pursu st. Flow, Gu j What's the matter, sir? 

flow, foi. By Jupiter, an angel! or, if not. 

You heavenly blessings, on her! This fool s ^ earthly paragon! Behold divineness 

_ *P®*d _ No elder than a boy! 44 

Be cross’d with slowness; labour be his meedt 

***“• Re-enter IMOGEN. 

the Cave of *»£ I^dte^SfLTfoought 

To have begg’d or bought what I have took. 
Enter IMOGEN, in boy’s clothes. Good troth. 

Into. I see a man’s life is a tedious one; I have stpl’n nought, nor would not, though I 

I have tir’d myself, and for two nights together had found __ 

> Have made the ground my bed; Iafould be sick Gold strewd 1 the floor. Here s money for my 
that my resolution help* me. Milfoid, * m***!_, _ .._.. ._, „ __ 


As I had made my meal, and parted 
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With prayers for the provider. 

Gm'. Money, youth? 5* 

An. AH gold and silver rather turn to dirt! 
As ’tis no better reckon’d but of those 
Who worship dirty gods. 

Imo. I see you’re angry. 

Know, if you kill me for my fault, I should $6 
Have died had 1 net made it. 

Bel. Whither bound? 

Imo. To Milford-Haven. 

Bel. What's your name? 

Imo. Fidele, sir. I ltave a kinsman who 60 
Is bound for Italy; he embark’d at Milford: 
To whom being going, almost spent with hunger, 
I am fall'n in this offence. 

Bel. Prithee, fair youth, 

Think us no churls, nor measure our good 
minds 64 

By this rude place we live in. Well encounter'd! 
‘I is almost night; you shall have better cheer 
Ere you depart, and thanks to stay and eat it. 
Boys, bid him welcome. 

Gui. Were you a woman, youth, 68 

I should woo hard but be your groom. In 
honesty, 

I bid for you, as 1 do buy. 

At v. I’ll make’t my comfort 

He is a man; I’ll love him as my brother; 

And such a welcome as I’d give to him 7* 
After a long absence, such is yours: most wel¬ 
come! 

Be sprightly, for you fail 'mongst friends. 

Imo. 'Mongst friends. 

If brothers. [Aside.] Would It had been so, that 
they 

Had been my father’s sons; then had my priae 76 
Been less, and so more equal ballasting 
To thee, Posthumus. 

Bel. He wrings at some distress. 

Gui. Would I could frte’t! 

An. Ot I, whate’er it be. 

What pain it cost, what danger. Cods! 

Bel. Hark, boys. 

( Whispering. 

Imo. Great men, 81 

That had a court no bigger than this cave. 
That did attend themselves and had the virtue 
Which their own conscience seal’d them,—lay¬ 
ing by 84 

That nothing-gift of differing multitudes,— 
Could not out-peer these twain. Pardon me, 
gods! 

I’d change my sex to be companion with them, 
Since Leonatus’ false. 

Bel. It shall be so. ss 

Boys, well go dress our hunt. Fair youth, come 
in: 

Discourse it heavy, fasting; when we have 
supp’d. 

We’ll mannerly demand thee of thy story. 

So far as thou wilt speak it. 

GuL Pray, draw near. 9s 

An. The night to the owl and mom to the 
lark less welcome. 

Imo. Thanks, sir. 

An. I pray, daw naar. [Exeunt. 


Scene VH.— Rome. A Public Place. 
Enter two Senators and Tribunes. 

First Sen. This is the tenour of the emperor’s 

writ: 

That since the common men are bow in action 
’Gainst the Pannonians and Dalmatians, 

And that the legions now in Gallia are 4 
Full weak to undertake our wars against 
The fall’n-off Britons, that we do incite 
The gentry to this business. He creates 
Lucius pro-consul; and to you the tribunes, 8 
For this immediate levy, he commends 
His absolute commission. Long live Caesar! 
First Tri. Is Lucius general of the forces? 
Sec. Sen. Ay. 

First Tri. Remaining now in Gallia? 

First Sen. With those legions 

Which 1 have spoke of, whereunto your levy 13 
Must be supplyaat; the words of your commis¬ 
sion 

Will tic you to the numbers and the time 
Of their dispatch. 

First Tri. We will discharge our duty. 16 

[Exeunt. 


ACT IV 

Scene L— Wales. The Forest, near the Cart 

of BH.ABIUS. 

Enter cloten. 

do. I am near to the place where they should 
meet, if Pisanio have mapped it truly. How fit 
his garments serve me! Why should his mis¬ 
tress, who was made by him that made the tailo , 
not be fit too? the rather,—saving reverence of 
the word,—for ’tis said a woman’s fitness comes 
by fits. Therein I must play the workman. 1 
dare speak it to myself,—for it is not vain-glory, 
for a man and his glass to confer in his own 
chamber ,—1 mean, the lines of my body are as 
weii drawn as his; no Mss young, more strong, 
not beneath him in fortunes, beyond ltim in the 
advantage of the time, above him in birth, alike 
eonversain in general services, and more re¬ 
markable in single oppositions; yet this imper- 
ceiver.-mt thing loves nim in my despite. What 
mortality is! Posthumus, thy head, which now 
is grow ing upon thy shoulders, shall within this 
hour tic off, thy mistress enforced, thy garments 
cut to pieces before thy face; and all this done, 
spurn hci home to her father, who may hapiy 
be a little angry for my so rough usage, but my 
mother, having power of his testiness, shall turn 
all Into my commendations. My hone is tied 
tip safe; out, sword, and to a soiepuiposei 
Fortune, put them into my hand! This is the 

very description of their meeting-place; and the 
fellow dares not deceive me. [Exit. 


Scene VL—Before the Care aftUUMOS. 
Enter, from the Care, RELAX rus, OtmaUtA 

AXVIXAOUt, and IMOGEN. 

Bel. | To mooEN.l You are not weB; tanain 
here in the cave; 
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We'll come to you after hunting. 

Arv. [To Imogen.] Brother, atay here; 
Are we not brothers? 

hno. So man and man should be, 

But day and clay differs in dignity, 4 

Whose dust is both alike. I am very sick. 

Gin. Go you to hunting; I’ll abide with him. 
Imo. So sick I am not, yet I am not well; 
But not so citizen a wanton as 8 

To seem to die ere sick. So please you, leave 
me; 

Stick to your journal course; the breach of 
custom 

Is breach of all. I am ill; but your being by me 
Cannot amend me; society is no comfort 12 
To one not sociable. I am not very sick. 

Since I can reason of it; pray you, trust me here, 
I'll rob none but myself, and let me die. 
Stealing so poorly. 

Gui. I love thee ; I ha ve spoke it ; 

How much the quantity, the weight as much, 17 
As I do love my father. 

Bel. What! howl howl 

Arv. If it be sin to say so, sir, I yoke me 
In my good brother’s fault: I know not why so 
1 love this youth; and I have heard you say. 
Love's reason's without reason: the bier at 
door. 

And a demand who is’t shall die, I’d say 
‘My father, not this youth.’ 

Bel. [Aside.] O noble strainl 24 

O worthiness of nature! breed of greatness! 
Cowards father cowards, and base things lire 
base: 

Nature hath meal and bran, contempt and 
grace. 

I’m not their father; yet who this should be. a 8 
Doth miracle itself, lov’d before me. 

Tis the ninth hour o' the mom. 

Arv. Brother, farewell. 

Imo. I wish ye sport. 

Arv. You health. So please you. sir. 

Imo. [Aside. ) These are kind creatures. Gods, 
what lies I have heard! 3 * 

Our courtiers say all’s savage but at court: 
Experience, O! thou disprov’st report. 

The imperious seas breed monsters, for the dish 
Poor tributaty rivers as sweet fish. 36 

I am sick still, heart-sick. Pisanio, 

I’ll now taste of thy drug. [SwaHowi some. 

Gui. I could not sdr him; 

He said be was gentle, but unfortunate; 
Dishonestly afflicted, but yet honest. 40 
Arv. Thus did he answer me; yet said here¬ 
after 

I might know more. 

Bel. To the field, to the field! 

[ 7 o Imogen.] We’ll leave you for this time; go 
in and rest 

Arv. We’ll not be long away. 

Bel. Pray, be not sick, 44 

For you must be our housewife. 

Imo. Well or HI, 

I am bound to you. 

Bel. And shall be ever. 

[£xil IMOGEN. 


This youth, howe’er distress’d, appears he hath 
had 

Good a n ces to rs. 

Arv. How angel-like he sings! 4* 

Gui. But his neat cookery! he cut our roots 
In characters. 

And sauc’d our broths as Juno had been sick 
And he her dieter. 

Arv. Nobly he yokes 

A smiling with a sigh, as if the sigh js 

Was that it was, for not being such a smile; 
The smile mocking the sigh, that it would fly 
From so divine a temple, to commix 
With winds that sailors rail at. 

Gui. I do note 56 

That grief and patience rooted in him, both 
Mingle their spurs together. 

Arv. Grow, patiencel 

And let the stinking-elder, grief, untwine 
His perishing root with the Increasing vine! 60 
Bel. It is great morning. Come, away!— 
Who’s there? 

Enter cloten. 

Clo. I cannot find those runagates; that 
villain 

Hath mock’d me. I am faint. 

Bel. ‘Those runagates!* 

Means he not ns? I partly know him; *118 64 
Cloten, the son o* the queen. I fear some am¬ 
bush. 

I saw him not these many years, and yet 
I know’tis he. We are held as outlaws: hence! 
Gui . He is but one. You and my brother 
search 6 * 

What companies are near; pray you, away; 
Let me alone with him. 

[Exeunt bslarius and arviragus. 
Clo. Soft! What are you 

That fly me thus? some villain mountainers? 

I have heard of such. What slave art thou? 

Gui. A thing 

More slavish did I ne’er than answering 73 
A ‘slave’ without a knock. 

Clo. Thou art a robber, 

A law-breaker, a villain. Yield thee, thief. 

Gui. To who? to thee? What art thou? Have 
not I 76 

An arm as big as thine? a heart as big? 

Thy words, I grant, are bigger, for I wear not 
My dagger in my mouth. Say what thou art. 
Why I should yield to thee? 

Clo. Thou villain base, to 

Know’st me not by my clothes? 

Gui. No, nor thy tailor, rascal. 

Who Is thy grandfather: be made those clothes. 
Which, as it teems, make thee. 

Clo. Thou precious varkt. 

My tailor made them not. 

Gui. Hence then, and thank 

The man that gave them thee. Thou art some 
fool; IS 

I am loath to beat thee. 

Clo. Thou injurioui thief. 

Hear but my name, and tremble. 
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GuL What’* thy nxme? 

CIo. Qoten, thou villein. tt 

GuL Qoten, thou double villain, be thy 


1 cannot tremble at it; were it Toad, or Adder, 
Spider, 

Twould move me aooner. 

, CIo. To thy Amber fear. 

Nay, to thy mere conAuion, feoushalt know 92 
1 am 100 to the Queen. 

GuL I'm aorry for’t, not seeming 

So worthy a* thy birth. 

CIo. Art not afeard? 

GuL Thoae that I reverence those I fear, the 
wiae; 

At fooli I laugh, not fear them. 

CIo. Die the death: »6 

When I have (lain thee with my proper hand. 
I'll follow those that even now Ski hence, 
And on the gatee of Lud’i town set your heads: 
Yield, rustic mountaineer. {Exeunt fighting. 

Re-enter belajuus and abyieagus. 

Bel No companies abroad. 101 

Are. None in the world. Yon did mistake 
him, sure. 

BeL 1 cannot tell; long is it since I saw him. 
But time hath nothing bhnr'd those lines of 
favour 104 

Which then be wore; the snatches in his voice. 
And burst of speaking, were as his. lam abso¬ 
lute 

Twas wry Qoten. 

Are. In thfa place we left them: 

I wish my brother make good time with him, 108 
You say he is so fell. 

Bel. Being scarce made up, 

I mean, to man, he had not apprehension 
Of roaring terrors; for defect of judgment 
Is oft the cease of fear. But see, thy brother, tu 

Re-enter oumzaiur, with cumti’S head. 
Gui. This Qoten was a fool, an empty purse. 
There was no money in’t Not Hercules 
Could have knock'd out his brains, for he had 
none; 

Yet I not dobs 
My head aalt 
BeL What hast thou done? 

GuL I am perfect what: cut off one Qoten’s 
head. 

Son to fee queen, after his own report; 

Who call'd me traitor, mountaineer, and swore. 
Wife fats own single hand he’d take us in. is: 
Displace our heads where— thank the goasl— 
they grow. 

And set them on Lad's town. 

BeL We are all undone. 

GuL Why, worthy father, what have we to 
lose, res 

But feat he swore to take, our lives? The law 
Protects not us; then why should we be tender 
To let an arrogant piece of flesh threat us, 
Hay judge and ewemtioner all himself, ul 

Fur wo 00 fear fee law? What c om p any 


, fee fool had borne n 6 


Discover yon abroad? 

BeL No single soul 

Can we set eye on; but in all safe reason 
He must have some a tt e nd a n t s . Though his 
humour 132 

Was nothing but mutation, ay, and that 
From one bad thing to worse; not frenzy, not 
Absolute madness could so far have rav'd 
To bring him here alone. Although, perhaps. 
It may be heard at court that such as we 137 
Cave here, hunt here, are outlaws, and in time 
May make some stronger head; the which he 
nearing,— 

As it is like him,—might break out, and swear 
He’d fetch us In; yet Is 't not probable 141 
To come alone, either he so undertaking. 

Or they so suffering; then, on good ground we 
fear, 

If we do fear this body hath a tail 144 

More perilous than the bead. 

Are. Let ordinance 

Come as the gods foretay it; howsoe’er. 

My brother hath done well. 

BeL I had no ™tn/t 

To hunt this day; fee boy Fidele’s sickness 148 
Did make my way long forth. 

GuL Wife his own sword, 

Which he did wave against my throat, I have 
ta’en 

His head from him; IH throw't into the creek 
Behind our rock, and let it to the sea, 15s 
And tell fee fishes he's the queen’s son, Qoten: 
That's all I reck. I£xii. 

BeL I fear 'twill be reveng’d. 

Would, Polydore, thou hadst not done't! 

though valour 
Becomes thee well enough. 

Are. would I had donef r ;6 

So fee revenge alone pursu’d me! Polydore, 

I love thee brotherly, but envy much 
Thou hast robb’d me of this (feed; I would re- 

lA strength might meet, would reek 
us through 160 

And put us to our answer. 

Bel. Well, 'tis done.— 

WeH hunt no more to-day, nor seek for danger 
Where there’s no profit. 1 prithee.to our rock; 
You and Fldek play fee cooks; I’ll stay 1*4 
Till hasty'Polydore return, and bring him 
To dinner presendy. 

Are. Poor tick Fidele! 

m willingly to him; to gain his colour 
rd let a parish of such Qotena blood, 

And praise myself for charity. [**«■ 

Bel. O thou codderel 

Thou divine Nature, how thyself thou blazon »t 
In these two princely boys. They are as gentle 
As zephyrs, blowing below the violet, 

Not wagging his sweet head; and yet as rough. 
Their royal blood enchafd, as fee rud’st wind, 
That by the top doth take the mountain pine. 
And make him stoop to the vale. Tis wonder 
That an invisible instinct should frame them 
To royalty unlearo’d, honour untaught. 
Civility not seen from other, valour 
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That wildly grow* in them, but yields a crop iso 
Ai if It had been low'd! Vet ttUl it’* strange 
What Cloten's being here to us portends. 

Or what hi* death will bring us. 

Re-enter ounraaius. 

Gui. Where’s my brother? 

I have sent Cloten’s clotpoll down the stream. 
In embassy to his mother; his body’s hostage 
For his return. [Solemn music. 

Bel. My ingenious instrument! 

Hark! Polydore, it sounds; but what occasion 
Hath Cadwal now to give it motion? HarkliSS 
Gui. Is he at home? 

Bel. He went hence even now. 

Gui. What does he mean? since death of my 
dearest mother 

It did not speak before. All solemn things 
Should answer solemn accidents. The matter? 
Triumphs for nothing and lamenting toys 193 
Is jollity for apes and grief for boys. 

Is Cadwal mad? 

Re-enter aavnuous, with moats, at dead, 
bearing her in hit arms. 

Bel. Look! here he comes. 

And brings the dire occasion in his arms i »6 
Of what we blame him for. 

Ary. The bird is dead 

That we have made so much on. I had rather 
Have skipp’d from sixteen years of age to sixty. 
To have turn’d my leaping-time into a crutch. 
Than have seen this. 

Gui. O, sweetest, fairest lily! 201 

My brother wears thee not the one half to well 
As when thou grew’tt thyself. 

Bel. O melancholy! 

Who ever yet could sound thy bottom? find 204 
The ooze, to show what coast thy sluggish crare 
Might easilieat harbour in? Thou blessed thing! 
Jove knows what man thou mightst have made; 
but I, 

Thou diedst, a most rare boy, of melancholy. aos 
How found you him? 

Ary. Stark, as you see; 

Thus smiling, as some fly had tickled slumber, 
Not as death’s dart, being laugh’d at; his right 
cheek 

Reposing on a cushion. 

Gui. 'Where? 

Ary. O’ the floor, 212 

His arms thus leagu’d; I thought he slept, and 
put 

My clouted b r ogue* firom off my feet, whose 
rudeness 

Answer’d my steps too loud. 

Gui. Why, he but sleeps: 

|f he be gone, he'll make his grave a bed; ms 
With female fairies will his tomb be haunted. 
And worms will not come to thee. 

_ Ary. With fairest flowers 

While summer lasts and I live here, Fidele, 

ITl sweeten thy tad grave; thou shut not lack 
The flower that’s like thy face, pale primrose, 
nog ui 


The aznr’d hare-bell, like thy veins, no, nor 
The leaf of eglantine, whom not to slander, 
Out-sweeten’d not thy breath: the ruddock 
would, 224 

With charitable bill,—O bill! sore-shaming 
Those rich-left heirs, that let their fathers lie 
Without a monument,—bring thee all this; 
Yea, and furr’d moss besides, when flowers are 
none, 22S 

To winter-ground thy corse. 

Gui. Prithee, have done. 

And do not play in wench-like words with that 
Which is so serious. Let us bury him. 

And not protract with admiration what 232 
Is now due debt To the gravel 
Ary. Say, where shall’* lay him? 

Gui. By good Euriphile, our mother. 

Ary. Be’t so: 1 

And let us, Polydore, though now our voice* 
Have got the mannish crack, sing him to the 
ground, 23S 

As once our mother; use like note and words. 
Save that Euriphile must be Fidele. 

Gui. Cadwal, 

I cannot sing; I’D weep, and word it with 
thee; 240 

For notes of sorrow out of tune are worse 
Than priests and fanes that lie. 

Arv. We’ll speak it then. 

Bet. Great griefs, I see, medicine the less, for 
Cloten 

Is quite forgot. He was a queen's son, boy*, 244 
And tfcsugh he came our enemy, remember 
He was paid for that; though mean and mighty 
rotting 

Together, have one dust, yet reverence— 

That angel of the world—doth make distinc¬ 
tion 24s 

Of place ’tween high and low. Our foe was 
princely. 

Ana tho ugh you took his life, as being our foe. 
Yet bury him as a prince. 

Gui. Pray you, fetch him hither. 

Thersites' body is as good as Ajax’ ass 

When neither are alive. 

Arv. If you’ll go fetch him. 

We’ll say our song the whilst. Brother, begin. 

[Exit BBLA&IUS. 
Gui. Nay, Cadwal, we must lay his head to 
the east; 

My father hath a reason for’t. 

Arv. Tis true. sj« 

Gui. Come on then, and remove him. 

Ary. So, begin. 

Gui. Fear no more the heat o’ the ran. 

Nor the ftirioui winter's rages; 

Thou thy worldly task hast done, ado 

Home art gone, and ta’en thy wages; 

Golden lads and girls all must, 

As chimney-sweepers, come to dust 

Arte Fear no more the frown o' the greet, *64 
Thou art past the tyrant's stroke; 

Care no more to clothe and tat; 

To thee the reed is as the oak; 

The sceptre, learning, physic, must **• 

All follow this, and come to dutff 
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Gut Bw no more the Ughmiof-fluh, 
Art. Nor the all-dneded thuoder-etow; 

Gifl. Fear not tender, censure rush; 

Art. Thou hast finish'd joy and moan: 
Both* All lovers young, all lovers must 

Consign to thee, and come to dost. 
Gut No exerciser harm thee! 

Arv. Nor no witchcraft charm thee! 
Gut Ghost unlaid forbear thee! 

Arv. Nothing ill come near theei 

Both* Quiet consummation have; 

And renowned be thy gravel 
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Re-enter belakius, with the body of cloten. 
Cut We have done our obsequies. Come, 
lay him down. 

BeL Here’s a few flowers, but *bout mid¬ 
night, more; 

The herbs that have on them cold dew o’ the 
night 284 

Are strewings fitt’st for graves. Upon their 
feces 

You were as flowers, now wither'd; even so 
These herblets shall, which we upon you strew. 
Come on, away; apart upon our knees. 288 
The ground feat gave them first has than again; 
Their pleasures here are past, so is their pain. 

[Exeunt belabjus, guides ius, and 
AKVOAOUS. 

hno. M waking.) Yes, sir, to Milford-Haven; 
whkh is the way! 

I thank you. By yond bush? Pray, how far 
thither? spa 

*Ods pitdldns! can it be six mile yet? 
f have gone ail night: Faith, I’ll & down and 
sleep. 

[Seeing the body of cloten.) But, soft! no bed¬ 
fellow! O gods and goddesses! 

These Sowers are like the pleasures of fee world; 
This bloody man, the care on’t. I hope I 
dream: 397 

For so I thought I was a cave-keeper. 

And cook to honest creatures; but 'tb not so, 
"Twas but a bolt of nothing, shot at nothing, joo 
Which fee brain makes of fumes. Our very eyes 
Are sometimes like our judgments, blind. Good 
faith, 

I tremble still wife fear; but if there be 
Yet left in heaven as small a drop of pity 304 
As a wren's eye, fear’d gods, a part of it! 

The dream’s here still; even when I wake, it b 
Without me, as within me; not imagin’d, felt. 
A headles s man! The garments of Posthumus! 
I know the shape of’s leg, this b hb hand, 309 
His foot Mercurial, hb Martial thigh. 

The brawns of Hercules, but hb Jovial fece— 
Murder in heaven? How! Tis gone. Pisanio, 
All canes madded Hecuba gave the Greeks, 313 
And mine to boot, be darted on thee! Thou, 
Conspir’d wife that inegulous devil, Cloten, 
Hast here cut off my Ion. To write and read 
Be h ence fo r th tre ach ero u s I Damn’d Pbaniost? 
Hath wife hb forged letters, damn’d Pbanlo, 
From tfab most bravest vessel of the world 
Struck tbs main-top! O Post humus I alas! gas 


Where b fey head? where’s that? Ay me! 
where’s that? 

Pisanio might have kill'd thee at the heart. 
And left this head on. How should thb be? 
Pisanio? 

Tb he and Cloten; malice and lucre in them 
Have laid thb woe here. O! 'tb pregnant, preg¬ 
nant! 323 

The drug he gave me, which he said was pre¬ 
cious 

And cordial to me, have I not found it 
Murderous to the senses? That confirms it 
home; 328 

Thb b Puanio’s deed, and Cloten’g: Ol 
Give colour to my pale cheek with thy blood. 
That we the hornder may seem to those 
Which chance to find us. O! my lord, my lord. 

[Falls on the body. 

Enter lucios, a Captain, other Officers, and a 
Soothsayer. 

Cap. To them the legions garrison'd in 
Gallia, 333 

After your will, have cross’d the sea, attending 
You here at Milford-Haven wife your ships: 
They are in readiness. 

Luc. But what from Rome? 336 

Cap. The senate hath stirr’d up the confiners 
And gentlemen of Italy, most willing spirits. 
That promise noble service; and they come 
Under the conduct of bold Iachimo, 340 

Sienna's brother. 

Luc. When expect you them? 

Cap. Wife the next benefit o the wind. 
Luc. ■ Thb forwardness 

Makes our hopes fab. Command our present 
numbers 

Be muster’d; bid the captains look to’L Now, 
sir, 344 

What have you (beam’d of late of thb war’s 
purpose? 

Sooth, last night the very gods allow’d me a 
vision,— .. 

I fast and pray’d for their intelligence,—thus; 
I saw Jove's bird, the Roman eagle, wing’d 348 
From the spongy south to thb pgrt of the west. 
There vamsh’din the sunbeams; which por- 
tends. 

Unless my sins abuse my divination. 

Success to the Roman host. 

Luc. Dream often so, 332 

And never false. Soft, ho! what trunk b here 
Without hb top? The ruin speaks that some¬ 
time 

It was a worthy bufidiim. Howl a page! 

Or dead or sleeping on him? But dead rather, 
For nature doth abhor to make hb bed Hi 
Wife the deftmet. or sleep upon the dead. 
Let’s see fee bojra fece. 

Cap. He's alive, my lord. 

Luc. He’ll, then, instruct us of thb body. 
Young one, **° 

Inform us of fey fortune^ for it se e m s 
They crave to be dMnanded. Who b thb 
Thou mak'st thy bloody pillow? Or who w»* 
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That, otherwise than noble nature did, 3*4 
Hath alter’d that good picture! What's thy 
interest 

In this sad wrack? How came it? Who is it? 
What art thou? 

Imo. I am nothing; or if not. 

Nothing to be were better. This was my master, 
A very valiant Briton and a good, 3*9 

That here by mountaineers lies slain. Alas! 
There are no more such masters; I may wander 
From east to Occident, cry out for service, 37s 
Try many, all good, serve truly, never 
Find such another master. 

Luc. ’Lack, good youth! 

Thou mov’it no less with thy complaining than 
Thy master in bleeding. Say his name, good 
friend. 376 

Imo. Richard du Champ.— [Aside.] If I do 
lie and do 

No harm by it, though the gods hear, I hope 
They’ll pardon it.—Say you, sir? 

Lmc. Thy name? 

Imo. Fidele, sir. 

Luc. Thou dost approve thyself the very 


same; 3 *° 

f hy name well fits thy faith, thy faith thy name. 
Wilt take thy chance with me? 1 will not say 
Thou Shalt be so well master’d, but be sure 
No less beiov’d. The Roman emperor’s letters. 
Sent by a consul to me, should not sooner 38s 
Than thine own worth prefer thee. Go with me. 
Imo. I’ll follow, sir. But first, an’t please 
the gods, 

1’U hide my master from tire flies, as deep 388 
As these poor pickaxes can dig; and when 
With wild wood-leaves and weeds I ha - strew d 


his grave. 

And on it said a century of prayers. 

Such as I can, twice o'er, I’ll weep and sigh; 39» 
And, leaving so his service, follow you. 

So please you entertain me. 

I.uc. Ay, good youth. 

And rather fether thee than master thee. 

My friends, . 39* 

The boy hath taught ns manly duties; let us 
Find out the prettiest daisied plot we can, 
And make him with our pikes and partisans 
A grave; come, arm him. Boy, he is prcfen’d 
By thee to us, and he shall be interr’d 401 
As soldiers can. Be cheerful; wipe thine eyes: 
Some falls are means the happier to arise. 

[£xcnnr. 


So needilol for this present: it strikes me, past < 
The hope of comfort. But for thee, fellow, 
Who needs must know of her departure and 
Dost seem so ignorant, we’ll enforce it from 
thee 

fly a sharp torture. 

Pis. Sir, my life Is yours, is 

I humbly set it at your will; but, for my mistraes, 

I nothing know where she remains, why gone. 
Nor when she purposes return. Beseech your 
highness. 

Hold me your loyal servant. 

First Lord. Good my liege, r* 

The day that she was missing he was here; 

I dare be bound he's true and shall perform 
All parts of bis subjection loyally. ForQoten, 
There wants no diligence In seeking him, so 
And will, no doubt, be found. 

Cym. The time Is troublesome. 

[To PiSANto.l We’ll slip you for a season; but 
our jealousy 
Does yet depend. 

First Lord. So please your majesty. 

The Roman legions, all from Gallia drawn, 24 
Are landed on your coast, with a supply 
Of Roman gentlemen, by the senate sent. 

Cym. Now for the counsel of my son and 
queen! 

I am amaz’d with matter. 

First Lord. Good my liege, 2* 

Tour preparation can affront no less 
Than what you hear of; come more, for more 
you’re ready: 

The want is, but to put those powers in motion 
That long to move. 

Cym. I thank you. Let’s withdraw; 3s 
And meet the time as it seeks us. We fear not 
What can from Italy annoy us, but 
We grieve at chances here. Awayl 

[Exeunt all but PSANIO. 
Pis, I heard no letter from my master since 
I wrote him Imogen was slain; f tis strange; 37 
Nor hear I from my mistress, who did promise 
To yield me often tidings; neither know I 
What is betid to Cloten; but remain 40 
Perplex'd in all: the heavens still must work. 
Wherein I am false I am honest; not true to be 
true: 

These present wars shall find I love my country. 
Even to the note o’ the king, or I’ll fall in them. 
All other doubts, by time let them be clear’d; 43 
Fortune brings in some boats that are not 
steer’d. [Exit. 


Scene HI.— A Room in cymbeune’s Palace. 
Enter cymbeline, Lords, pbanio, and 
Attendants. 

Cym. Again; and bring me word how ’tis 
with her. [Exit an Attendant. 

A fever with the absence of her son, 

A madness, of which her life’s in danger. 
Heavens! 

How deeply you at once do touch me. Imogen, 
The great part of my comfort, gone; my queen 
upon a desperate bed, and in a time 
When fearful wan point at me; her son gone, 


Scent IV.— Wales. Before the Cave of 
BELARUS. 

Enter BELARUS, quicerius, and AftvnAOtn. 

Gui. The noise is round about us. 

Bel. Let us from it 

Are. What pleasure, sir, find we in life, to 
kick it 

From action and adventure? 

Gui. Nay, what hope 

Have we in hiding ns? this way, the Romani 4 
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Must or for Britons slay us, or receive us 
For barbarous and unnatural revolts 
During their use, and slay us after. 

Bel. Sons, 

We’ll higher to the mountains; there secure us. 
To the king's party there’s no going; newness 9 
Of Cloten’s death,—we being not known, not 
muster’d 

Among the bands,—may drive us to a render 
Where we have liv'd, and so extort from’s that 
Which we have done, whose answer would be 
death 13 

Drawn on with torture. 

Gui. This is, sir, a doubt 

In such a time nothing becoming you. 

Nor satisfying us. 

Arv. It is not likely i« 

That when they hear the Roman horses neigh, 
Behold their quarter’d fires, have both their 
eyes 

And ears so cloy’d importantly as now, 

That they will waste their time upon our note. 
To know from whence we are. 

Bel. O! I am known 21 

Of many in the army; many years. 

Though Cloten then but young, you see, not 
wore him 

From my remembrance. And, besides, the king 
Hath not deserv’d my service nor your loves 25 
Who find in my exile the want of breeding. 
The certainty of this hard life; aye hopeless 
To have the courtesy your cradle promis’d, 28 
But to be still hot summer’s tanhngs and 
The shrinking slaves of winter. 

Gui. Than be so 

Better to cease to be. Pray, sir, to the army: 

I and my brother are not known; yourself, 32 
So out of thought, and thereto so o'ergrown. 
Cannot be question’d. 

Arv. By this sun that shines. 

I’ll thither; what thing is it that I never 
Did see man die 1 scarce ever look’d on blood 36 
But that of coward hares, hot goats, and veni¬ 
son! 

Never bestrid a horse, save one that had 
A rider like myself, who ne’er wore rowel 
Nor iron on his heel! I am asham’d 40 
To look upon the holy sun, to have 
The benefit of his bless’d beams, remaining 
So long a poor unknown. 

Gui. By heavens! m go: 

If you will bless me, sir, and give me leave, 44 
I’ll take the better care; but a you will not. 
The hazard therefore due fall on me by 
The hands of Romans. 

Arv. So say I; amen. 

Bel No reason I, since of your lives you set 
So slight a valuation, should reserve 4 » 
My crack’d one to more cage, Have with you, 
boys! 

If in you country wars'you chance to die. 
That is nqr bed too, lads, and there I'll lie: 32 
Lead, lead.— [Aside.] The time seems long; 

their blood thinks scorn. 

Till it fly out and show them princes bom. 

[Exeunt. 


ACT V 

Scene I.— Britain. The Roman Camp. 
Enter POSTHUMUS, with a bloody handkerchief. 
Post. Yea, bloody doth, I’ll keep thee, for I 
wish’d 

Thou shouldst be colour’d thus. You married 
ones. 

If each of you should take this course, how 
many 

Must murder wives much better than them¬ 
selves 4 

For wrying but a little! O Pisanio! 

Every good servant does not all commands; 
No bond but to do just ones. Godsl if you 
Should have ta’en vengeance on my faults, 1 
never 8 

Had liv’d to put on this; so had you sav’d 
The noble Imogen to repent, and struck 
Me, wretch more worth your vengeance. But, 
alack I 

You snatch some hence for little faults; that’s 
love, 11 

To have them fall no more; you some permit 
To second ills with ills, each elder worse, 

And make them dread it, to the doers’ thrift. 
But Imogen is your own; do your best wills, i« 
And make me bless’d to obey. 1 am brought 
hither 

Among the Italian gentry, and to fight 
Against my lady’s kingdom; ’tis enough 
That. Britain, I have kill'd thy mistress-piece! 20 
I’ll give no wound to thee. Therefore good 
heavens. 

Hear patiently my purpose: I’ll disrobe me 
Of these Italian weeds, and suit myself 
As does a Briton peasant; so I’ll fight 24 
Against the part I come with, so I’D die 
For thee, O Imogen! even for whom my life 
Is, every breath, a death: and thus, unknown, 
Pitied nor hated, to the face of peril 28 
Myself I’D dedicate. Let me make men know 
More valour in me thah my habits show. 
Gods! put the strength o’ the Leonati in me. 
To shame the guise o' the world, I will bepn 32 
The fashion, less without and more within. 

[Exit. 

Scene II .—Field of Battle between the British 
and Roman Camps. 

Enter, from one door, Lucius, iachimo, and the 
Roman Army; the British at another; leo- 

NATUS POSTHUMUS fallowing like a poor soldier. 

They march over and go out. Alarums. Then 
enter again in skirmish, iachimo and POSTHU- 
MUS; he vanquished and disarmeth iachimo, 
and then leaves him. 

lack. The heaviness and guilt within my 
bosom 

Takes off my manhood: I have belied a lady. 
The princess of this country, and the air on t 
Revengingly enfeebles me; or could this carl, 4 
A very drudge of nature’s, have subdu’d me 
In my profession? Knighthoods and honours, 
borne 
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As I wear mine, are titles bat of scorn. 

11 ' that thy gentry, Britain, go before 8 

This lout as he exceeds our lords, the odds 
Is that we scarce are men and you are gods. 

lExit. 

The battle continues; the Britons fly; cymbeline 
is taken; then enter, to his rescue, belawus, 
Guiderius, and akvikagus. 

Bel. Stand, standi We have the advantage 
of the ground. 

The lane is guarded; nothing routs us but ra 
The villany of our fears. 

j Stand, stand, and fight 1 

Re-enter posthumus, and seconds the Britons; 
they rescue cymbeline, and exeunt. Then, 
re-enter lucius, iachimo, and Imogen. 

Luc. Away, boy, from the troops, and save 
thyself; 

For friends kill friends, and the disorder's such 
As war were hoodwink'd. 
lach. 'Tis their fresh supplies. 16 

Luc. It is a day turn’d strangely: or betimes 
Let’s re-inforce, or fly. [Exeunt. 

Scene HI. —Another Part of the Field. 
Enter posthumus and a British Lord. 
Lord. Cam’st thou from where they made 
the stand? 

^ Post. I did: 

Though you, it seems, come from the fliers. 
Lord. 1 did. 

Post. No blame be to you, sir; for all was 
lost. 

But that the heavens fought. The king himself 4 
Of his wings destitute, the army brokem 
And but the backs of Britons seen, ail flying 
Through a strait lane; the enemy full-hearted, 
Lolling the tongue with slaughtering, having 
work 8 

More plentiful than tools to do’t, struck down 
Some mortally, some slightly touch'd, some 
falling 

Merely through fear; that the strait pass was 
damm’d 

With dead men hurt behind, and cowards living 
To die with lengthen’d shame. 

Lord. Where was this lane? n 

Post. Close by the battle, ditch’d, and wall’d 
with turf; 

Which gave advantage to an ancient soldier. 
An honest one, I warrant; who deserv’d 16 
So long a breeding as his white beard came to, 
In doing this for his country; athwart the lane. 
He, with two striplings.—lads more like to run 
The country base than to commit such 
slaughter,— so 

With faces fit for masks, or rather fairer 
Than those for preservation cas’d, or shame. 
Made good the passage; cried to those that fled, 
Our Britain's harts die flying, not our men: *4 
To darkness fleet souls that fly backwards. 
Standi 


Or we are Romans, and will give you that 
Like beasts which you shun beastly, and may 
save. 

But to look back in frown: stand, standi’ These 
three, as 

Three thousand confident, in act as many,— 
For three performers are the file when all 
The rest do nothing,—with this word, ‘Stand, 
standi’ 

Accommodated by the place, more charming 32 
With their own nobleness,—which could have 
turn’d 

A distaff to a lance,—gilded pale looks, 

Part shame, part spirit renew’d; that some, 
turn d coward 

But by example,—O! a sin of war, 36 

Damn’d in the first beginners,—’gan to look 
The way that they did, and to grin like lions 
Upon the pikes o’ the hunters. Then began 
A stop i’ the chaser, a retire, anon, 40 

A rout, confusion thick: forthwith they fly 
Chickens, the way which they stoop’d eagles; 
slaves. 

The strides they victors made. And now our 
cowards— 

Like fragments in hard voyages—became 44 
The life o’ the need; having found the back door 
open 

Of the unguarded hearts. Heavens! how they 
wound; 

Some slain before; some dying; some their 
friends 

O’er-bome i’ the former wave; ten, chas’d by 
one, 48 

Are now each one the slaughter-man of twenty; 
Those that would die or ere resist are grown 
The mortal bugs o’ the field. 

Lord. This was strange chance: 

A narrow lane, an old man, and two boys I 52 

Post. Nay, do not wonder at it; you are made 
Rather to wonder at the things you hear 
Than to work any. Will you rime upon’t. 
And vent it for a mockery? Here is one: 56 
‘Two boys, an old man twice a boy, a lane, 
Preserv’d the Britons, was the Romans’ bane.’ 

Lord. Nay, be not angry, sir. 

Post. 'Lack I to what end ? 

Who dares not stand his foe, I'll be his friend; 
For if he'll do, as he is made to do, 61 
1 know he’ll quickly fly my friendship too. 
You have put me into rime. 

Lord. Farewell; you’re angry. [Exit. 

Post. Still going?—This is a lord! O noble 
misery! 64 

To be i’the field, and ask, 'what news?’of me! 
To-day how many would have given their 
honours 

To have sav’d their carcases 1 took heel to do’t. 
And yet died too! 1 , in mine own woe charm’d. 
Could not find death where I did hear him 
groan, 69 

Nor feel him where he struck: bring an ugly 
monster, 

Tis strange he hides him in fresh cups, soft 
beds, 

Sweet words; or hath more ministers than we 73 
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That draw his knives i the war. Wen, I will 
find him; 

For being now a favourer to the Briton, 

No more a Briton, 1 have resum’d again 
The part I came in; fight I will no more, 7$ 
But yield me to the veriest hind that shall 
Once touch my shoulder. Great the slaughter is 
Here made by the Soman; great the answer be 
Britons must take. For me, my ransom's 
death; So 

On either side I come to spend my breath, 
Which neither here I’ll keep nor bear agen. 
But end it by some means for Imogen. 

Enter two British Captains, and Soldiers. 
First Cap. Great Jupiter be prais'd! Lucius 
is taken. 84 

Tis thought the old man and his sons were 
angels. 

Sec. Cap. There was a fourth man, in a silly 
habit. 

That gave th’ affront with them. 

First Cap. So ’tis reported; 

But none of ’em can be found. Standi who is 
there 1 88 

Post. A Roman, 

Who had not no w been drooping here, if seconds 
Had answer’d him. 

Sec. Cap. Lay hands on him; a dog! 

A lag of Rome shall not return to tell 9s 

What crows have peek’d them hero. He brags 
his service 

As if he were of note: bring him to the king. 

Enter CYMBEUNE, attended; belarius, GUiDE- 
KIUS, ARvntAGus, pisanio, and Roman Cap- 
tires. The Captains present posthumus to 
CYMBEUNE, who delivers him over to a Gaoler; 
then exeunt onuses. 

• Scene IV.— Britain. A Prison. 

Enter posthumus and two Gaolers. 

First Gaol. You shall not now be stol’n, yon 
have locks upon you; 

So graze as you find pasture. 

Sec. Gaol. Ay, or a stomach. 

(Exeunt Gaolers. 
Post. Most welcome, bondage! for thou art 
a way, 

I think, to liberty. Yet am I better 4 

Than one that’s sick o’ the gout, since he had 
rather 

Groan so in perpetuity than be cur’d 
By the sure physician death; who is the key 
To unbar these locks. My conscience, thou art 
fetter'd 8 

Mom than ay thanks and wrists: you good 
gods, give me 

The penitent instrument to pick that bolt; 
Then, Bee for evert Is’t enough I am sorry! 

So children temporal lathers do appease; n 
Gods am mom full of mercy. Must I repent? 

I cannot do it better than in gyves. 

Desir’d mom than constrain’d; to satisfy. 

If of my freedom 'tis the main part, take >< 


No stricter render of me than my afl. 

I know you am more clement than vile men. 
Who of their broken debtors take a third, 

A sixth, a tenth, letting them thrive again so 
On their abatement: that’s not my desire; 
For Imogen’s dear life take mine; and though 
Tis not so dear, yet ’tis a life; you coin’d it; 
Tween man and man they weigh not every 
stamp; 24 

Though light, take pieces for the figure's sake: 
You rather mine, being yours; and so great 
powers. 

If you will take this audit, take this life. 

And cancel these cold bonds. O Imogen! 28 
I'll speak to thee in silence. (Sleeps. 

Solemnmusic. Enter as in an apparition sicjlius 
LE0N4TUS, father to posthumus, an old man, 
attired like a warrior; leading in his haruian 
ancient matron , his wife, and mother to post¬ 
humus, with music before them. Then, after 
other music, follow the two young IEONATi, 
brothers to POSTHUMUS, with wounds, as thev 
died in the wars. They circle postitumus round, 
as he lies sleeping. 

Sici. No more, thou thunder-master, show 
Thy spite on mortal flies: 

With Mars fall out, with Juno chide, 32 
That thy adulteries 
Rates and revenges. 

Hath my poor boy done aught but well. 
Whose face I never saw? 36 

I died whilst in the womb he Stay’d 
Attending nature's law: 

Whose father then—as men report, 

Thou orphans’ father art— 40 

Thou shouldst have been, and shielded 
him 

From this earth-vexing smart. 

Moth. Lucina lent not me her aid, 

But took me in my throes; 44 

That from me wastPosthumus ript. 

Came crying ’raongst his foes, 

A thing of pity 1 

Ski. Great nature, like his ancestry, 48 
Moulded the stuff so fair. 

That he deserv’d the praise o’ the world, 
As great Silidus’ heir. 

First Bro. When once he was mature for man. 
In Britain where was he S3 

That could stand up his parallel. 

Or firuitful object be 

In eye of Imogen, that best 3 < 

Could deem his dignity? 

Moth. With marriage wherefore was he mock’d, 

To be exil’d, and thrown 
From Leona tis seat, and cast 60 

From her his dearest one. 

Sweet Imogen? 

Ski. Why did you suffer Tachimo, , 

Slight thing of Italy, 64 
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To taint hii nobler heart and brain 
With needless jealousy; 

And to become the geek and scorn 
O’ the other's villany? St 

Sec. Bro. For this from stiller seats we came. 
Our parents and us twain. 

That striking in our country's cause 
Fell bravely and were slain: 72 

Our fealty and Tenantius’ right 
With honour to maintain. 

First Bro. Like hardiment Posthumus hath 
To Cymbeline perform’d: 76 

Then Jupiter, thou king of gods, 

Why hast thou thus adjourn'd 
The graces for his merits due. 

Being all to dolours turn’d; se 

Sid. Thy crystal window ope; look out; 

No longer exercise 
Upon a valiant race thy harsh 
And potent injuries. 84 

Moth. Since, Jupiter, our son is good. 

Take off his miseries. 

Sici. Peep through thy marble mansion; help I 
Or we poor ghosts will cry 88 

To the shining synod of the rest 
Against thy deity. 

Both Bro. Help, Jupiter! or we appeal. 

And from thy justice fly. ea 

Jupiter descends in thunder and lightning, sit¬ 
ting upon an eagle: he throws a thunderbolt. 
The Ghosts fall on their knees. 

Jup. No more, you petty spirits of region low. 
Offend our hearing; hush! How dare you 
ghosts 

Accuse the thunderer, whose bolt, you know, 
Sky-planted, batters all rebelling coasts ? 96 
Poor shadows of Elysium, hence : and rest 
Upon your never-withering banks of flowers: 
Be not with mortal accidents opprest; 

No care of yours it is; you know 'tisours. roe 
Whom best I love I cross; to make my gift 
The more delay’d, delighted. Be content; 
Your low-laid son our godhead will uplift: 

His comforts thrive, his trials well are spent. 
Our Jovial star reign’d at his birth, and in 105 
Our temple was he married. Rise, and fade! 
He shall be lord of Lady Imogen, 

And happier much by his affliction made. ro 8 
This tablet lay upon his breast, wherein 
Our pleasure his fill] fortune doth confine; 
And so, away: no further with your din 
Express impatience, lest you stir up mine, its 
Mount, eagle, to my palace crystalline. 

[Ascends. 

Sici. He came in thunder; his celestial breath 
Was sulphurous to smell: the holy eagle 
Stoop’d, as to foot us; his ascension is *** 
More sweet than our bless’d fields; his royal bird 
Prunes the immortal wing and cloys his beak. 


As when his god Is pleas’d. 

All. Thanks, Jupiter! 

Sici. The marble pavement doses; he is 
enter’d rao 

His radiant roof. Awayl and, to be blest. 

Let us with care perform his great behest. 

[The Ghosts vanish. 
Post. Lt waking. 1 Sleep, thou hast been a 
grandsire, and begot 

A father to me; and thou hast created ras 
A mother and two brothers. But—O scorn!— 
Gone! they went hence so soon as they were 
bom: 

And so I am awake. Poor wretches, that depend 
On greatness’ favour dream as 1 have done; tat 
Wake, and find nothing. But. alas! I swerve: 
Many dream not to find, neither deserve. 

And yet are steep’d in favours; so am L 
That have this golden chance and know not 
why. 13* 

What fairies haunt this ground? A book? O 
rare one! 

Be not, as is our fangled world, a garment 
Nobler than that it covers: let thy effects 
So follow, to be most unlike our courtiers, 13* 
As good as promise. 

Whenas a lion’s whelp shall, to himself un¬ 
known, without seeking find, and be embraced 
by a piece of tender air; and when from a 
stately cedar shall be lopped branches, which* 
being dead many years, shall after revive, be 
jointed to the old stock, and freshly grow, then 
shall Posthumus end his miseries, Britain be 
fortunate, and flourish in peace and plenty. 

’Tis still a dream, or else such stuff as madmen 
Tongue and brain not; either both or nothing; 
Or senseless speaking, or a speaking such 148 
As sense cannot untie. Be what it is. 

The action of my life is like it, which 
I’ll keep, if but for sympathy. 

Re-enter Gaolers. 

First Gaol. Come, sir, are you ready for 
death? , 153 

Post. Over-roasted rather; ready long ago. 
First Gaol. Hanging is the word, sir: if yon 
be ready for that, you are well cooked. 

Post. So, if I prove a good repast to the 
spectators, the dish pays the shot. 138 

First Gaol. A heavy reckoning for yon, sir; 
but the comfort is, you shall be called to no 
more payments, fear no more tavem-bills, which' 
are often the sadness of parting, as the procur¬ 
ing of mirth. Yon come in faint for want of 
meat, depart reeling with too much drink, sorry 
that you have paid too much; and sorry that 
you are paid too much; purse and brain both 
empty; the brain the heavier for being too light, 
the purse too light, being drawn of heaviness: 
of this contradiction you shall now be quit. Ot 
the charity of a penny cord; it sums up thou¬ 
sands in a trice: you have no true debitor and 
creditor but it; of what’s past, is, and to come, 
the discharge. Your neck, sir, is pen, book and 
counters: so the acquittance follows. >74 
Post. 1 am merrier to die than thou art to Hva. 
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First Gaol. Indeed, sir, he that deep* feels 
not the toothache • but a man that were to sleep 
your deep, and a hangman to help him to bed, 
I think he would change places with his officer; 
for look you, sir, you know not which way you 
shall go. r8r 

Post. Ye*, indeed do I, fellow. 

. First Gaol. Your death has eyes in’s head, 
then; I have not seen him so pictured: you 
must either be directed by some that take upon 
them to know, or take upon yourself that which 
I am sure you do not know, or jump the after 
inquiry on your own peril: and how you shall 
speed in your journey’s end, I think you'll 
never return to tell one. 190 

Post. I tell thee, fellow, there are none want 
eyes to direct them the way I am going but such 
as wink and will not use them. 

First Gaol. What an infinite mock is this, 
that a man should have the best use of eyes to 
see the way of blindness I I am sure hanging’s 
the way of winking. 197 

Enter a Messenget. 

Mess. Knock off his manacles; bring your 
prisoner to the king. 

Post. Thou bring’st good news; I am called 
to be made free. 201 

First Gaol. I’ll be bang’d, then. 

Post. Thou shalt be then freer than a gaoler; 
no bolts for the dead. 204 

[Exeunt all but first Gaoler. 
First Gaol. Unless a man would marry a 
gallows and beget young gibbets, I never saw 
one so prone. Yet, on my conscience, there are 
verier knaves desire to live, for all he be a 
Roman; and there be some of them too, that 
die against their wills; so should I, if I were 
one. I would we were all of one mind, and 
one mind good; O! there were desolation of 
gaolers and gallowses. I speak against my pre¬ 
sent profit, but my wish hath a preferment in't. 

[Exit. 


Scene V.— cymbeline’s Tent. 

Enter cymbeline, belarius, guiderius, arvi- 
ragus, pisanio, Lords, Officers, and Atten¬ 
dants. 

Cym. Stand by my side, you whom the gods 
have made 

Preserver* of my throne. Woe is my heart 
That the poor soldier that so richly fought. 
Whose rags sham’d gilded arms, whose naked 
breast 4 

Stepp'd before targes of proof cannot befound: 
He shall be happy that can find him, if 
Our grace can make him so. 

Bel. I never saw 

Such noble fury In so poor a thing; 8 

Such precious deeds in one that promis'd nought 
But beggary and poor looks. 

Cym. No tidings of him? 

Pis. He hath been search’d among the dead 
and living. 

But no trace of him. 


Cym. To my grief, I am ta 

The heir of his reward; which I will add 

[To belakius, guiderius, and arveragus. 
To you, the liver, heart, and brain of Britain, 
By whom, I grant, she lives. Tis now the time 
To ask of whence you are: report it. 

Bel. Sir, i« 

In Cambria are we bom, and gentlemen; 
Further to boast were neither true nor modest. 
Unless I add, we are honest. 

Cym. Bow your knees. 

Arise, my knights o’ the battle: I create you 20 
Companions to our person, and will fit you 
With dignities becoming your estates. 


Enter Cornelius and Ladies. 

There’s business in these faces. Why so sadly 
Greet you our victory ? you look like Romans, 24 
And not o’ the court of Britain. 

Cor. Hail, great king I 

To sour your happiness, I must report 
The queen is dead. 

Cym. Whom worse than a physician 

Would this report become? But I consider, 28 
By medicine life may be prolong’d, yet death 
Will seize the doctor too. How ended she? 

Cor. With horror, madly dying, like her life; 
Which, being cruel to the world, concluded 32 
Most cruel to herself. What she confess’d 
I will report, so please you: these her women 
Can trip me if I err; who with wet cheeks 
Were present when she finish’d. 

Cym. Prithee, say. 36 

Cor. First, she confess'd she never lov'd you, 
only 

Affected greatness got py you, not you; 
Married your royalty, was wife to your place; 
Abhorr’d your person. 

Cym. She alone knew this; 40 

And, but she spoke it dying, I would not 
Believe her lips in opening it. Proceed. 

Cor. Your daughter, k'hom she bore in hand 
to love 

With such integrity, she did confess 44 

Was as a scorpion to her Bight; whose life. 
But that her Sight prevented it, she had 
Ta’en off by poison. 

Cym. O most delicate fiend! 

Who is’t can read a woman? Is there more? 4* 
Cor. More, sir, and worse. She did confess 
she had 

For you a mortal mineral; which, being took, 
Should by the minute feed on life, and ling’ring, 
By inches waste you; in which time she pur¬ 
pos’d, 52 

By watching, weeping, tendance, kissing, to 
O’ercome you with her show; yea, and in time— 
When she had fitted you with her craft—to 
work 

Her son into the adoption of the crown; 5 6 

But failing of her end by his strange absence. 
Grew shameless-desperate; open'd, in despite 
Of heaven and men, her purposes; repented 
The evils she hatch’d were not effected: so, 
Despairing died. 

Cym. Heard you all this, her women? 
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First Lady. We did, so please your highness. 
Cym. Mine eyes 

Were not in fault, for she was beautiful; 

Mine ears, that heard her flattery; nor my 
heart, 64 

That thought her like her seeming: it had been 
vicious 

To have mistrusted her: yet, O my daughter! 
That it was folly in me, thou mayst say, 

And prove it in thy feeling. Heaven mend all! 

Enter LUCIUS, iachimo, the Soothsayer, and 
other Roman Prisoners, guarded: posthumus 
behind, and IMOGEN. 

Thou com’st not, Caius, now for tribute; that 69 
The Britons have raz’d out, though with the 
loss 

Of many a bold one; whose kinsmen have made 
suit 

That their good souls may be appeas’d with 
slaughter 72 

Of you their captives, which ourself have 
granted: 

So, think of your estate. 

Luc. Consider, sir, the chance of war: the 
day 

Was yours by accident: had it gone with us, 76 
We should not, when the blood was cool, have 
threaten’d 

Our prisoners with the sword. But since the 
gods 

Will have it thus, that nothing but our lives 
May be call’d ransom, let it come; sufficeth, 80 
A Roman with a Roman’s heart can suffer; 
Augustus lives to think on’t; and so much 
For my peculiar care. This one thing only 
I will entreat; my boy, a Briton bom, 84 
Let him be ransom’d; never master had 
A page so kind, so duteous, diligent. 

So tender over his occasions, true. 

So feat, so nurse-like. Let his virtue join 88 
With my request, which I’ll make bold your 
highness . 

Cannot deny; he hath done no Bnton harm, 
Though he have serv’d a Roman. Save him, sir, 
And spare no blood beside. 9 * 

Cym. I have surely seen trim; 

His favour is familiar to me. Boy, 

Thou hast look’d thyself into my grace, 

And art mine own. I know not why nor where¬ 
fore, ,. 9 6 

To say, live, boy: ’ ne’er thank thy master; live: 
And ask of Cymbeline what boon thou writ. 
Fitting my bounty and thy state, 111 give it; 
Yea, though thou do demand a prisoner, too 
The noblest ta’en. . , , . 

Into. I humbly thank your highness. 

Luc. I do not bid thee heg my life, good lad; 
And yet I know thou wilt 
Imo. No, no; alack! 

There’s other work In hand. I see a thing 104 
Bitter to me as death; your life, good master. 
Must shuffle for itself. . 

Luc. The boy disdains me. 

He leaves me, scorns me; briefly die their joys 
That place them on the truth of girls and boys. 


Why stands he so perplex’d? 

Cym. What wouldst thou, boy? 109 

I love thee more and more; think more and 
more 

What’s best to ask. Know’st him thou look'st 
on? speak; 

Wilt have him live? Is he thy kin? thy friend? 

Imo. He is a Roman; no more kin to me 113 
Than I to your highness; who, being bom your 
vassal, 

Am something nearer. 

Cym. Wherefore ey’st him so? 

Imo. I’ll tell you, sir, in private, if you please 
To give me hearing. 

Cym. Ay, with all my heart, 1:7 

And lend my best attention. What’s thy name ? 
Imo. Fidele, sir. 

Cym. Thou’rt my good youth, my page; 
I'll be thy master: walk with me; speak freely. 
[CYMBEUNE and IMOGEN converse apart. 
Bel. Is not this boy reviv’d from death ? 

Arv. One sand another rat 

Not more resemblesj—that sweet rosy lad 
Who died, and was Fidele. What think you? 
Gui. The same dead thing alive. 114 

Bel. Peace, peace! see further; he eyes us 
not; forbear; 

Creatures may be alike; were’t he, I am sure 
He would have spoke to us. 

Gui. But we saw him dead. 

Bel. Be silent; let’s see further. 

Pis. {Aside.] It is my mistress: 128 

Since she is living, let the time run on 
To good, or bad. 

[cymbeline and Imogen come forward. 
Cym. Come, stand thou by our side: 

Make thy demand aloud.— I To iachimo.] Sir, 
step you forth; 

Give answer to this boy, and do it freely, 132 
Or, by our greatness and the grace of it. 
Which is our honour, bitter torture shall 
Winnow the truth from falsehood. On, speak 
to him. 

Imo. My boon is, that this gentleman may 
render rj 6 

Of whom he had this ring. 

Post. [Aside.] What’s that to him? 

Cym. That diamond upon your finger, say 
How came it yours? 

Iach. Thou'lt torturd me to leave unspoken 
that „ . >40 

Which, to be spoke, would torture thee. 

Cym. , How! me? 

Iach. I am glad to be constrain’d to utter 
that . _ 

Which torments me to conceal. By villany 
I got this ring; ’twas Leonatus’ jewel, 144 
Whom thou didst banish, and—which more 

As ri doriime—a nobler ahrne’er liv’d 
Twixt sky and ground. Writ thou hear mote, 
my lord? 

Cym. All that belongs to this. 

Iach. That paragon, thy daughter,— 

For whom my heart drops blood, and my false 
spirits *<• 
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Quail to remember,—Give me leave; I feint. 
Cym. My daughter! what of her? Renew 
thy strength; 

I had rather thou shouldst live while nature 
will i$i 

Than die ere I hear more. Strive, man, and 
speak. 

lack. Upon a time,—unhappy was the clock 
That struck the hour!—it was in Rome,— 
accun’d 

The mansion where!—’twas at a feast—O, 
would IJ6 

Our viands had been poison’d, or at least 
Those which I heav’d to head!—the good Post¬ 
humus,— 

What should I say? he was too good to be 
Where ill men were; and was the best of all iso 
Amongst the rar’st of good ones;—sitting sadly 
Hearing us praise our loves of Italy 
For beauty that made barren the swell’d boast 
Of him that best could speak; for feature 
laming 164 

The shrine of Venus, or straight-pight Minerva, 
Postures beyond brief nature; for condition, 

A shop of all the qualities that man 
Loves woman for; besides that hook of wiving, 
Fairness which strikes the eye. 

Cym. 1 stand on fire. 169 

Come to the matter. 

loch. All too soor. 1 shall. 

Unless thou wouidst grieve quickly. This Post¬ 
humus— 

Most like a noble lord in love, and one 17s 
That had a royal lover—took his hint; 

And, not dispraising whom we prais’d,—therein 
He was as calm as virtue,—he began 
His mistress ' picture; which by his tongue being 
made, 176 

And then a mind put in’t, either our brags 
Were crack’d of kitchen trulis, or his descrip¬ 
tion 

Prov’d us unspeaking sots. 

Cym. Nay, nay, to the purpose. 

loch. Your daughters chastity, there it be¬ 
gins. 1 So 

He spake of her as Dian had hot dreams, 

And she alone were cold; whereat I, wretch, 
Made scruple of his praise, and wager’d with 
him 

Pieces of gold ’gainst this, which then he woie 
Upon his honour’d finger, to attain 1S5 

In suit the place of his bed, end win this ring 

S r hen and mine adultery. He, true knight, 
o leaser of her honour confident 18S 

Than I did truly find ber, stakes this ring; 
And would so. had it been a carbuncle 
Of Phis bus’ wheel; and might so safely, had it 
Been til the worth of’s car. Away to Britain 
Post I hi this design. Well may you, sir, 193 
Remember me at court, where I was taught 
Of your chaste daughter the wide difference 
Twixt amorous and villauous. Being thus 
quench’d 19* 

Of hope, not longing, mine Italian brain 
’Oaa in your duller Britain operate 
Moat vilely; for my vantage, excellent; 


And, to be brief, toy practice ao prevail’d, aoo 
That I return’d with timular proof enough 
To make the noble Ixonatus mad. 

By wounding his belief in her renown 
With token thus, and thus; averring notes *o« 
Of chamber-hanging, pictures, this her brace¬ 
let;— 

Oh cunning! how I got it!—nay, some marks 
Of secret on her person, that he could not 
But think hex bond ofcliastity quite crack’d, sot 
I having ta’en the forfeit. Whereupon,— 
Methinks I see him now,— 

Post. I Coming forward.] Ay, so thou dost, 
Italian fiend!—Ay me, most credulous fool, 
Egregious murderer, thief, any thing 211 
That’s due to all the villains past, in being, 
To come. O! give me cord, or knife, or poison. 
Some upright justicer. Thou king, send out 
For torturers ingenious; it is I 216 

That ail the abhorred things o’ the earth amend 
By being worse than they. I am Posthumus, 
That kill'd thy daughter: villain-like, I lie; 
That caus’d a lesser villain than myself, 22c 
A sacrilegious thief, to do’t; the temple 
Of virtue was she; yea, and she herself. 

Spit, and throw stones, cast mint upon me, set 
The dogs o' the street to bay me; every villain 
Be call’d Posthumus Leonatus; and 22] 
Be villany less than 'twas! O Imogen! 

My queen, my life, my wife! O Imogen, 
Imogen, Imogen 1 

Imo. Peace, my lord! hear, hear! 

Post. Shall'shave a play of this? Thou scorn¬ 
ful page, 229 

There he thy part. [Striking her: the fells. 

Pis. O, gentlemen, help! 

Mine, and your mistress! O! my Lord Poethu- 


111119 * 

You ne'er kill’d Imogen till now. Help, help! 
Mine honour'd lady! 

Cym. Does the world go round? m 

Pest. How come these staggers on me? 

Pis. Wake, my mistress! 

Cym. If this be so, the gods do mean to strike 
me 

To death with mortal Joy. 

Pis. How fan* my mistreu? 23* 

/mo. O! get thee from my tight: 

Thou gav’st me poison: dangerous fellow, 
hence! 

Breathe not where princes an. 

Cym. The tune of Imogen: 

Pis. Lady, * 4 ° 

The gods throw stones of sulphur on me, if 
That box I gave you was not thought by ms 
A precious thing: I had it from the queen. 
Cym. New matter still? 

Imo. It poison’d me. 

Cor. O gods! 244 

I left out one thing which the queen confess d, 
Which must approve thee honest: ‘If Pisanio 
Have,’ said she, ‘given ids miit rees that con¬ 
fection ., , 

Which I gave him fbr cordial, she is serv'd 24* 
As I would serve a rat.’ „ , 

Cym. What*e feds, Cornelius? 
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Cor. The queen, sir, very oft importun’d me 
To temper poisons for her, still pretending 
The satisfaction of her knowledge only sja 
In lulling creatures vile, as cats and dogs, 

Of no esteem; I, (trading that her purpose 
Was of more danger, did compound for her 
A certain stuff, which, being ta'en. would cease 
The present power of life, but in short time 237 
All offices of nature should again 
Do their due functions. Have you ta'en of it? 
Imo. Most like 1 did, for I was dead. 

Bel. My boys, 26a 

There was our error. 

Gui. This is, sure, Fidele. 

Imo. Why did you throw your wedded lady 
from you? 

Think that you are upon a rock; and now 
Throw me again. [hmbracing him. 

Post. Hang there like fruit, my soul. 

Till the tree die! 

Cym. How now, my flesh, my child! 

What, mak’st thou me a dullaid in this act ? 
Wilt thou not speak to me? 

Imo. \KneeUug.\ Your blessing, sir. 
Bel. [To OlUDERtus and arviragus.J Though 
you did love this youth, I blame ye not; 
You had a motive for’t. 

Cym. My tears that fall 169 

Prove holy water on thee! Imogen, 

Thy mother's dead. 

Imo. I am sorry for’t, my lord. 

Cym. O, (he was naught; and long of her it 
was 272 

That we meet here so strangely; but her son 
Is gone, we know not how, nor where. 

Pis. My lord, 

Now fear is from me. I’ll speak troth. Lord 
Cloten, 

Upon my lady's missing, came to me 176 
With his sword drawn, foam'd at the mouth, 
and swore 

Ii 1 discover’d not which way she was gone, 

It was my instant death. By accident, 

I had a reigned letter of my roaster’s 2(0 
Then in my pocket, which directed him 
To seek her on the mountains near to Milford; 
Where, in a frenzy, in my master's garments. 
Which he enforc’d from me, away he posts 28s 
With unchaste purpose and with oath to violate 
My lady's honour; what became of him 
I further know not 

Gui. Let me end the story- 

I slew Mm them. 

, Cym, Marry, the gods forfend! 288 

1 would not thy good deeds should from my Ups 
Pluck a hard sentence: prithee, valiant youth, 
Deny’t again. 

Gui. I have spoke it, and I did it. 
Cym. He was a prince. , * 9 * 

Gui. Amostindvilone. The wrongs he did me 
Were nothing prince-like; for he did provoke 
me 

• With language that would me spurn the 

sea 

1/it could so roar to me. I cut off ’s head; 396 
And am right glad ha is not standing here 


To tell this talc of mine. 

Cym. I am sorry for thee: 

By thine own tongue thou art condemn'd, and 
must 

Endure our law. Thou'rt dead. 

Imo. That headless man 300 

1 thought had been my lord. 

Cym. Bind the offender. 

And take him from our presence. 

Bel. Stay, sir king: 

This man is better than the man he slew, 

As well descended as thyself; and hath 304 
More of thee merited than a band of Ciotens 
Had ever scar for. [ 7 b the Guard.] Let his 
arms alone; 

They were not bom for bondage. 

C>m. Why, old soldier, 

Wilt thou undo the worth thou art unpaid for. 
By tasting of our wrath? How of descent 309 
As good as we? 

Arv. In that be spake too far. 

Cym. And thou shalt die for’t. 

Bel. We will die all three: 

But I will prove that two on's are as good 312 
As I have given out him. My sons, I must 
For mine own part unfold a dangerous speech. 
Though, haply, well for you. 

Ary. Your danger's ours. 

Gui. And our good his. 

Bel. Have at it, then, by leave. 316 

Thou hadat, great king, a subject who was call'd 
Belarius. 

Cym. What of him? he is 
A banish'd traitor. 

Bel. He it is that hath 

Assum'd this age; indeed, a banish’d man; 330 
I know not how a traitor. 

Cym. Take Mm hence: 

The whole world shall not save him. 

Bel. Not too hot: 

First pay me for the nursing of thy sons; 

And let it be confiscate all so soon 3x4 

As I have receiv’d it. 

Cym. Nursing of my sons I 

Bel. I am too blunt and saucy; here’s my 
knee: 

Ere 1 arise I will prefer my sons; 

Then spare not the old lather. Mighty sir, 328 
These two young gentlemen, that call me fatter. 
And think they are my sons, are none of mine; 
They are the issue of your loins, my liege. 
And blood of your begetting. 

Cym. How! my issue! 333 

Bel. So sure as you your father's. I, old 
Morgan, 

Am that Belarius whom you sometime banish'd: 
Your pleasure was my mere offence, my punish¬ 
ment 

Itself, and all my treason: that I suffer’d js* 
Was all the harm I did. These gentle princes— 
For such and so they are—these twenty years 
Have I train’d up; those arts they have aa I 
Could put into them; my breeding was, sir, as 
Your highness knows. Their nurse, EuriphOe, 

Upon my banishment: I mov'd ha to't. 
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Having receiv’d the punishment before, 344 
For that which I did then; beaten for loyalty 
Excited me to treason. Their dear loss, 

The more of you ’twas felt the more it shap’d 
Unto my end of stealing them. But, gracious 
sir, 348 

Here are your sons again; and I must lose 
Two of the sweet’st companions in the world. 
The benediction of these covering heavens 
Fall on their heads like dewl for they are 
worthy 3 » 

To inlay heaven with stars. 

Cym. Thou weep’st, and speak’st. 

The service that you three have done is more 
Unlike than this thou tell’st. I lost my children: 
If these be they, I know not how to wish 356 
A pair of worthier sons. 

Bel. Be pleas’d awhUe. 

This gentleman, whom I calf Polydore. 

Most worthy prmce, as yours, is true Gulderlus; 
This gentleman, my Cadwal. Arviragus, 360 
Your younger princely son; he, sir, was lapp’d 
In a most curious mantle, wrought by the hand 
Of his queen mother, which, for more proba¬ 
tion, 

I can with ease produce. 

Cym. Guiderius had 364 

Upon his neck a mole, a sanguine star; 

It was a mark of wonder. 

Bel. This is he. 

Who hath upon him still that natural stamp. 
It was wise nature’s end in the donation, 368 
To be his evidence now. 

Cym. Ol what, am I 

A mother to the birth of three! Ne’er mother 
Rejoic’d deliverance more. Blest pray you be, 
That, alter this strange starting from your orbs. 
You may reign in them now. O Imogen 1 373 
Thou hast lost by this a kingdom. 

Imo. No, my lord; 

I have got two worlds by't. O my gentle 
brothers 1 

Have we thus met? O, never say hereafter 376 
But I am truest speaker: you call’d me brother, 
When I was but your sister; I you brothers 
When ye were so indeed. 

Cym. Did you e’er meet? 

Ary. Ay, my good lord. 

Gul. And at first meeting lov’d; 380 

Continu’d so, until we thought he died. 

Cor. By the queen’s dram she swallow'd. 
Cym. O rare instinct I 

When shall I bear all through? This fierce 
abridgment 

Hath to it circumstantial branches, which 384 
Distinction should be rich in. Where? how 
liv’d you? 

And when came you to serve our Roman cap ti ve ? 
How parted with your brothers? how first met 
them? 

Why fled you from the court, and whither? 

These, 388 

And your three motives to the battle, with 
I know not how much more, should be de¬ 
manded. 

And all the other hy-depe n da ne ea. 


From chance to chance, but nor the time nor 
place 39a 

Will serve our long inter’gatorios. See, 
Posthumus anchors upon Imogen, 

And she, like harmless lightning, throws her eye 
On him, her brothers, me, her master, hitting 
Each object with a joy: the counterchange 397 
Is severally in all. Let’s quit this ground. 

And smoke the temple with our sacrifices. 

[To BELARius.j Thou art my brother; so we’ll 
hold thee ever. 400 

Imo. You are my father too; and did relieve 
me. 

To see this gracious season. 

Cym. All o’erjoy’d 

Save these in bonds; let them be joyful too. 
For they shall taste our comfort. 

Imo. My good master, 404 

I will yet do you service. 

Luc. Happy be youl 

Cym. The forlorn soldier, that to nobly 
fought 

He would have well becom’d this place and 
grac’d 

The thankings of a king. 

Post. I am, sir, 401 

The soldier that did company these three 
In poor beseeming; ’twas a fitment for 
The purpose I then follow'd. That I was he. 
Speak, Iachimo; I had you down and might 412 
Have made you finish. 

Iach. [Kneeling.] I am down again; 

But now my heavy conscience sinks my knee. 
As then your force did. Take that life, beseech 

Which 1 ! so often owe, but your ring first, 418 
And here the bracelet of the truest princess 
That ever swore her faith. 

Post. Kneel not to me: 

The power that I have on you is to spare you; 
The malice towards you to forgive you. Live, 
And deal with othera'better. 

Cym. Nobly doom’d: 4 >* 

We’ll learn our freeness of a son-in-law; 
Pardon’s the word to all. 

Ary. You holp us. sir, 

As you did mean indeed to be our brother; 4*4 
Joy’d are we that you are. . 

Post. Your servant, princes. Good my lord 
of Rome, 

Call forth your soothsayer. As I slept, me* 
thought 

Great Jupiter, upon his eagle back’d, 4 » 
Appear’d to roe, with other spritely shows 
Of mine own kindred: when I wak’d, I found 
This label on my bosom; whose containing 
Is so from sense in hardness that I can 43 » 
Make no collection of it; let him show 
His skill in the construction. , 

Luc. Phflannonus! 

Sooth. Here, my good lord. . 

Luc. Read, and declare the meaning. 

Sooth. Whetuu a lion's whelp shall, to him¬ 
self unknown, without seeking find, and haem- 
braced by a piece of tender ear; end when from 
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a stately cedar shall be lopped branches, which, We were dissuaded by our wicked queen; 464 
being dead many years, shall after revive, be Whom heavens—in justice both on her and 
jointed to the old stock, and freshly grow: then hers— 
shall Posthumus end his miseries, Britain be Have laid most heavy hand. 
fortunate, and flourish in peace and plenty, Soth, The fingers of the powers above do 

tune 

Thou, Leonatus, art the lion's whelp; 444 The harmony of this peace. The vision 468 
The fit and apt construction of thy name, Which 1 made known to Lucius ere the stroke 
Being Leo-natus, doth import so much. Of this yet scarce-cold battle, at this instant 
[Jo cymbeinl] The piece of tender air, thy Is full accomplish’d; for the Roman eagle, 
virtuous daughter, From south to west on wing soaring aloft, 47s 

Which we call mollis aer; and mollis aer 448 Lessen’d herself, and in the beams o' the sun 
We term it mulier; which mulier, I divine, So vanish’d: which foreshow’d our princely 
Is this most constant wife; who, even now, eagle, 

Answering the letter of the oracle, The imperial Caesar, should again unite 

Unknown to you, [To posthumus.] unsought, His favour with the radiant Cymbeline, 47S 
were clipp’d about 452 Which shines here in the west. 

With this most tender air. C-vm. Laud we the gods; 

Cym. This hath some seeming. And let our crooked smokes climb to their 

Sooth. The lofty cedar, royal Cymbeline, nostrils 
Personates thee, and thy lopp'd branches point From our bless’d altars. Publish we this peace 
Thy two sons forth; who, by Belarius stolen, 456 To all our subjects. Set we forward: let 480 
For many years thought dead, are now reviv’d, A Roman and a British ensign wave 
To the majestic cedar join'd, whose issue Friendly together; so through Lud's town 
Promises Britain peace and plenty. march: 

Cym. Well; And in the temple of great Jupiter 

My peace we will begin. And,CaiusLucius, 460 Our peace we’ll ratify; seal it with feasts. 484 
Although the victor, we submit to Caesar, Set on there. Never was a war did cease, 

And to the Roman empire; promising Ere bloody hands were wash’d, with such a 
To pay our wonted tribute, from the which peace, (£xe«nr. 
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Antiochus, King of Antioch. 
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Simonides, King of Penttpolis. 

Cleon, Governor of Tarsus. 
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Ceumon, a Lord of Ephesus. 

Thauard, a Lord of Antioch. 

Philemon, Servant to Cerimon. 

Leonine, Servant to Dionyia. 

Marshal. 
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A Psndar. 

Boult, his Servant. 

The Daughter of Antiochus. 

Dionyza, Wife to Cleon. 

Thaba, Daughter to Simonides. 

Marina, Daughter to Pericles and Thaha. 

Lvchorida, Nurse to Marina. 

A Bawd. 

Lordl, Ladies, Knights, Gentlemen, Saflora PiiateL 
^ fishermen, and Messengers. 

i Chorus. 


Scene. —Dispersedly in various Countries. 


ACT 1 

Before the Palace of Antioch. 

Enter gower. 

To sing a song that old was sung. 

From ashes ancient Gower is come. 
Assuming man’s infirmities. 

To glad your ear, and please your eyes. 4 
It hath been sung at festivals. 

On ember-eves, and holy-ales: 

And lords and ladies in their lives 
Have read it for restoratives: 8 

The purchase is to make men glorious; 

Et bonum quo antiquius, eo melius. 

If you, born in these latter times, 

When wit ’s more ripe, accept my rimes, 12 
And that to hear an old man sing 
May to your wishes pleasure bring, 

I life would wish, and that I might 
Waste it for you like taper-light. 16 
This Antioch, then, Antiochus the Great 
Built up, this city, for his chiefest seat. 

The fairest in all Syria, 

I tell you what mine authors say: ao 

This king unto him took a fere. 

Who died and left a female heir. 

So buxom, blithe, arid full of face 
As heaven had lent her all bis grace; a4 

With whom the father Uking took. 

And her to incest did provoke. 

Bad child, worse father! to entice his own 
To evil should be done by none. at 

By custom what they did begin 
Was with long use account no tm. 

The beauty of this sinful dame 

Made many princes thither frame. 3 * 

To seek her os a bed-fellow. 

In marriage-pleasures play-feBow: 


Which to prevent, he made a law. 

To keep Her still, and men in awe, 36 
That whoso ask’d her for his wife. 

His riddle told not, lost his life: 

So for her many a wight did die. 

As yon grim looks do testify. 40 

What now ensues, to the judgment of your 
eye 

I give, my cause who best can justify. {Exit 
Scene L— Antioch. A Room in the Palace. 
Enter antiochus, fericles, and Attendants. 
Ant. Young Prince ofTyre, you have at large 
receiv'd 

The danger of the taskvyou undertake. 

Per. 1 have, Antiochus, and. with a soul 
Embolden’d with the glory of her praise, 4 
Think death no hazard in this enterprise. 

Ant. Bring in our daughter, clothed like a 
bride. 

For the embracements even of love himself; 
At whose conception, till Lucina reign’d, S 
Nature this dowry gave, to glad her presence, 
The senate-house of planets all did sit, 

To knit in her their best perfections. [Music. 

Enter the Daughter of ANTIOCHUS. 

Per. See, where she comes apparell’d like the 
spring, 12 

Graces her subjects, and her thoughts the king 
Of every virtue gives renown to men! 

Her face the book of praises, where is read 
Nothing but curious pleasures, as from thence 
Sorrow were ever raz’d, and testy wrath w 
Could never be her mild companion. 

Y ou gods, that made me man, and sway in love. 
Thathath inflam'd desire in my breast 10 
To taste the fruit of yon ceirenil tree 
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Or die in the adventure, be my helps. 

As I am son and servant to your will, 

To compass such a boundless happiness I 14 
Ant. Prince Pericles,— 

Per. That would be son to great Antlochus. 

Ant. Before thee stands this fair Hesperides, 

With golden fruit, but dangerous to be touch'd; But being play’d upon before your time. 

For death-like dragons here affright thee hard; Hell only danceth at so harsh a chime. 

Her face, like heaven, enticeth thee to view - - - - 


For he’s no man on whom perfections wait 
That, knowing sin within, will touch the gate. 
You re a fair viol, and your sense the strings, 
Who, finger’d to make men his lawful music. 
Would draw heaven down and all the gods to 
hearken; 

84 


Her countless glory, which desert must gain; 
And which, without desert, because thine eye 3 * 
Presumes to reach, all thy whole heap must die. 
Yon sometime famous princes, like thyself. 
Drawn by report, adventurous by desire, 

Tell thee with speechless tongues and semblance 
pale, 36 

That without covering, save yon field of stars, 
They here stand martyrs, slain in Cupid’s wars; 
And with dead cheeks advise thee to desist 
For going on death’s net, whom none resist. 40 
Per. Antiochus, I thank thee, who hath 
taught 

My frail mortality to know itself. 

And by those fearful objects to prepare 
This body, like to them, to what I must; 44 
For death remember’d should be like a mirror. 
Who tells us life's but breath, to trust it error. 
I’U make my will then; and as sick men do, 
Who know the world, see heaven, but feeling 
woe, 48 

Gripe not at earthly joys as erst they did: 

So I bequeath a happy peace to you 
And all good men, as every prince should do; 
My riches to the earth from whence they came, 
[To the Daughter of antiochus. 
But my unspotted fire of love to you. S3 

Thus ready for the way of life or death, 

I wait the sharpest blow. 

Ant. Scorning advice, read the conclusion 
then; 56 

Which read and not expounded, 'tls decreed. 
As these before thee thou thyself shait bleed. 
Dough. Of all say’d yet, mayst thou prove 
prosperous! 

Of all say’d yet, I wish thee happiness! «o 

Per. Like a bold champion, I assume the 

lists , 

Nor ask advice of any other thought 
But faithfulness and courage. 

1 am no viper , yrt I feed .. 64 
On mother's flesh which did me breed; 

I sought a husband, in which labour 
I found that kindness in a father. 

He's father, son, and husband mild, 

I mother, wife, and yet his child. 

How they may be, and yet m two. 

As you will live, resolve it you. 


68 


Good sooth, I care not for you. 

Ant. Prince Pericles, touch not, upon thy 
life. 

For that’s an article within our law, 88 
As dangerous as the rest. Your time’s expir’d; 
Either expound now or receive your sentence. 
Per. Great king, 

Few love to hear the sins they love to act; 9s 
’Twould braid yourself too near for me to tell it. 
Who has a book of all that monarchs do. 

He’s more secure to keep it shut than shown; 
For vice repeated is like the wandering wind, 96 
Blows dust in others’ eyes, to spread itself; 

And yet the end of all is bought thus dear. 

The breath is gone, and the sore eyes see clear 
To stop the air would hurt them. The blind 
mole casts 100 

Copp’d hills towards heaven, to teU the earth is 
throng'd 

By man's oppression; and the poor worm doth 
die for ’L 

Kings are earth’s gods; in vice their law’s their 
will; 

And if Jove stray, who dares say Jove doth ill? 
It is enough you know; and it is fit, ioj 
W hat being more known grows worse, to 
smother it. 

AU love the womb that their first being bred, 
Then give my tongue like leave to love my head. 
Ant. [Aside.] Heaven! that 1 had thy head; 
he has found the meaning; 109 

But I will gloze with him. Young Prince of 
Tyre, 

Though by the tenour of our strict edict, 

Y'our exposition misinterpreting, ia 

We might proceed to cancel of your days; 

Yet hope, succeeding from so fair a tree 
As your fair self, doth tune us otherwise: 
Forty days longer we do respite you; 116 
If by which time our secret be undone. 

This mercy shows we’ll Joy in such a son: 

And until then your entertain shall be 
As doth befit our honour and your worth. «o 
lExeunt all but PERICLES. 

Per. How courtesy would seem to cover sin. 
When what is done is like a hypocrit e, 

The which is good in nothing but in sightl 
if it be true that I interpret talse, «4 

Then were it certain you were not so bad 
As with foul incest to abuse your soul; 
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Antioch, farewell! for wisdom sees, those men 
Blush not in actions blacker than the nigh(. 
Will shun no course to keep them from the 
light. 

One sin, I know, another doth provoke; 
Murder’s as near to lust as flame to smoke 
Poison and treason are the hands of sin. 

Ay, and the targets, to put off the shame; 140 
Then, lest my life be cropp’d to keep you clear. 
By Sight I'll shun the danger which I fear, 

[Exit. 

Re-enter antiochus. 

Ant. He hath found the meaning, for vhich 
we mean 

To take his head. >44 

He must not live to trumpet forth my infamy. 
Nor tell the world Antiochus doth sin 
In such a loathed manner; 

And therefore instantly this prince must die, 148 
For by his fall my honour must Keep high. 
Who attends us there? 

Enter THALIARD. 

Thai. Doth your highness call? 

Ant. Thaliard, 

You’re of our chamber, and our mind partakes 
Her private actions to your secrecy; >53 
And for your faithfulness we will advance you. 
Thaliard, behold, here’s poison, and here’s 
gold; 

We hate the P rince of Tyre, and thou must kill 
him: 156 

It fits thee not to ask the reason why, 

Because we bid it. Say, is it done ? 

Thal.JfA'/ lord, ’tis done. 

Ant. Enough. 160 

Enter a Messenger. 

Let yo jr breath cool yourself, telling your haste- 
Mess. My lord, Prince Pericles is fled. [Exit. 
Ant. [To THALIARD.] As thou 

Wilt live, fly after; and, as an arrow shot 
From a weu-experienc’d archer hits the mark 
His eye doth level at, so thou ne’er return 165 
’Unless thou say ‘Prince Pericles is dead.’ 

Thai. My lord, 

If I can get him within my pistol’s length, 1S8 
I’ll make him sure enough: so, farewell to your 
highness. 

Ant. Thaliard, adieu 1 [Exit thaliard. 

Till Pericles be dead. 
My heart can lend no succour to my head. [Exit. 

Scene II. — Tyre. A Room in the Palace. 
Enter pericles. 

Per. [To those without.[Ect none disturb us.— 
Why should this change of thoughts, 

The sad companion, dull-ey’d melancholy, 

Be my so us’d a guest, as not an hour 
In the day’s glorious walk or peaceful night — 4 
The tomb where grief should sleep—can breed 
me quiet? 

Here pleasures court mine eyes, and mine eyes 
shun them, 

' •’d danger, which I feared, is at Antioch, 
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Whose arm seems far too short to hit me here; 
Yet neither pleasure’s art can joy my spirits, 9 
Nor yet the other's distance comfort me. 
Then it is thus: the passions of the mind. 
That have their first conception by mis-dread, 11 
Have after-nourishment and life by care; 

And what was first but fear what might be done. 
Grows elder now and cares it be not done. 
And so with me: the great Antiochus,— >6 

’Gainst whom I am too little to contend, 
Since he’s so great can make his will his act,— 
Will think me speaking, though I swear to 
silence; 

Nor boots it me to say I honour him, 20 
If he suspect I may dishonour him; 

And what may make him blush in being known, 
He’ll stop the course by which it might be 
known. 

With hostile forces he’ll o’erspread the land, 24 
And with the ostent of war wili look so huge. 
Amazement shall drive courage from the state. 
Our men be vanquish’d ere they do resist, 
And subjects punish’d that ne’er thought 
offence: 28 

Which care of them, not pity of myself,— 
Who am no more but as the tops of trees, 
Which fence the roots they grow by and defend 
them,— 31 

Make both my body pine and soul to languish, 
And punish that before that he would punish. 

Enter HELICANUS and other Lords. 

First Lord. Joy and all comfort in your 
sacred breast! 

Sec. Lord. And keep your mind, till you re¬ 
turn to us, 

Peaceful and comfortable. 36 

Hel. Peace, peace! and give experience 
tongue. 

They do abuse the king that flatter him; 

For flattery is the bellows blows up sin; 

The thing the which is flatter’d, but a spark, 40 
To which that blast (gives heat and stronger 
glowing; 

Whereas reproof, obedient and in order. 

Fits kings, as they are men, for they may err: 
When Signior Sooth here does proclaim a peace, 
He flatters you, makes war upon your life. 45 
Prince, pardon me, or strike me, if you please; 
I cannot be much lower than my knees. 

Per. All leave us else; but let your caret o’er- 
look 48 

What shipping and what lading's in our haven, 
And then return to us. [Exeunt Lords. 

Helicanus, thou 

Hast mov’d us; what seest thou in our looks' 
Hel. An angry brow, dread lord. 5 > 

Per. If there be such a dart in prince’s frowns, 
How durst thy tongue move anger to our face ? 
Hel. How dare the plants look up to heaven, 
from whence 

They have their nourishment? 

Per. Thou know’st I have power 3* 

To take thy life from thee. 

Hel. [Kneeling.] I have ground the axe my¬ 
self; 
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Do you but strike the blow. 

Per. Rise, prithee, rise; 

Sit down; thou art no flatterer: 60 

I thank thee foi it; and heaven forbid 
That kings should let their ears hear their faults 
hid! 

Fit counsellor and servant for a prince, 

Who by thy wisdom mak’st a prince thy ser¬ 
vant, 64 

What wouldst thou have me do? 

Hel. To bear with patience 

Such griefs as you yourself do lay upon your¬ 
self. 

Per. Thou speak'st like a physician, Heli- 
canus. 

That minister'st a potion unto me 68 

That thou wouldst tremble to receive thyself. 
Attend me then: I went to Antioch, 

Where as thou know’st, against the face of 
death 

I sought the purchase of a glorious beauty, m 
From whence an issue 1 might propagate 
Are arms to princes and bring joys to subjects. 
Her face was to mitre eye beyond all wonder; 
The rest, hark in thine ear, as black as incest; 
Which by my knowledge found, the sinful father 
Seem'd not to strike, but smooth; but thou 
know’st this, 

Tis time to fear when tyrants seem to kiss. 
Which fear so grew in me, I hither fled, 80 
Under the covering of a careful night. 

Who seem’d my good protector; and, being 
here, 

Bethought me what was past, what might suc- 


I knew him tyrannous; and tyrants’ fears 84 
Decrease not, but grow faster than the years. 
And should he doubt it, as no doubt he doth, 
That I should open to the listening air 
Howmanyworthyprinces’bloodswereshed, 8s 
To keep his bed of blackness unlaid ope, 

To lop that doubt he’ll All this land with arms, 
And make pretence of wrong that 1 have done 
him; 

When ail, for mine, if I may call't, offence, 91 
Must feel war’s blow, who spares not innocence: 
Which love to all, of which thyself art one, 
Who now reprov'st me for it,— 

Hel. Alasl sir. 

Per. Drew sleep out of mine eyes, blood from 
my cheeks, 96 

Musings into my mind, with thousand doubts 
How I might stop this tempest, ere it came; 
And finding little comfort to relieve them, 

1 thought it princely charity to grieve them, too 
Hel. Well, my lord, since you have given me 
leave to speak, 

rreely will 1 speak. Antiochus you fear. 

And justly too, I think, you fear the tyrant, 
who either by public war or private treason 104 
wiu take away your life, 
therefore, my lord, go travel for a while, 

*111 that his rage and anger be forgot, 

, ur till the Destinies do cut hit thread of life. 108 
rour rule direct to any; if to me, 

°ay serves not light more faithful than I'll be. 


Per. I do not doubt thy faith; 

But should he wrong my liberties in my ab¬ 
sence? us 

Hel. We’ll mingle our bloods together in the 
earth, 

From whence we had our being and our birth. 
Per. Tyre, I now look from thee then, and to 
Tarsus 

Intend my travel, where I’ll hear from thee, 116 
And by whose letters I’ll dispose myself. 

The care I had and have of subjects’ good 
On thee I'll lay, whose wisdom’s strength can 
bear it. 

I’ll take thy word for faith, not ask thine oath; 
Who shuns not to break one will sure crack 
both. m 

But in our orbs we’ll live so round and safe. 
That time of both this truth shall ne'er convince. 
Thou show’dst a subject’s shine, I a true prince. 

I Exeunt. 

Scene in. —The Same. An Antechamber in 
the Palace. 

Enter thaliard. 

Thai. So this is Tyre, and this the court. 
Here must I kill King Pericles; and if I do not, I 
am sure to be hanged at home: ’tis dangerous. 
Well, 1 perceive he was a wise fellow, and had 
good discretion, that, being bid to ask what he 
would of the king, desired he might know none 
of his secrets: now do I see he had some reason 
for it; for if a king bid a man be a villain, he is 
bound by the indenture of his oath to be one. 
Hush! here come the lords of Tyre. to 

Enter helicanus, escanes, and other Lords. 
Hel. You shall not need, my fellow peers of 
Tyre, 

Further to question me of your king's depar¬ 
ture: 

His seal’d commission, left In trust with me, 13 
Doth speak sufficiently he’s gone to travel. 
Thai. [Aside.] How! the king gone! 

Hel. If further yet you will be satisfied, it 
Why, as it were unlicens’d of your loves, 

He would depart. I’ll give some light unto you. 
Being at Antioch— 

Thai. [Aside.] What from Antioch? 

Hel. Royal Antiochus—on what cause I 
know not— ao 

Took some displeasure at him, at least he judg’d 
so; 

And doubting lest that he had err’d or sinn'd, 
To show his sorrow he’d correct himself; 

So puts himself unto the shipman’s toil, >4 
With whom each minute threatens life or death. 

Thai. [Aside.] Well, I perceive 
I shall not be hang’d now, although I would; 
But since he’s gone, the king it sure must 
please; a> 

He 'scap’d the land, to perish at the sea. 

I’ll present myself. [Aloud.] Peace to the lords 

Hel. TSl Thaliar d AnHochui i* wel¬ 
come. 
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Thai. From him I come, 31 

With message unto princely Pericles; 

But since my landing I have understood 
Your lord hath betook himself to unknown 
travels. 

My message must return from whence it came. 

Hel. We have no reason to desire it, 37 
Commended to our master, not to us: 

Yet, ere you shall depart, this we desire. 
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n Must have inventions to delight the taste, 40 
Would now be glad of bread, and beg for it; 
Those mothers who, to nousle up their babes, 
Thought nought too curious, are ready now 
To eat those little darlings whom they lov’d. 44 
So sharp are hunger's teeth, that man and wife 
Draw lots who first shall die to lengthen life. 


Here stands a lord, and there a lady weeping: 
Here many sink, yet those wliich see them fall 
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As friends to Antioch, we may feast in Tyre. 40 Have scarce strength left to give them burial. 49 

[Exeunt. Is not this true? 


SCENE IV.— Tarsus. A Room in the 
Governor’s House. 

Enter cleon, dionyza, and Attendants. 
Cle. My Dionyza, shall we rest us here, 
And bv relating tales of others’ griefs. 

See if 'twill teach us to forget our own? 

Dio. That were to blow at fire in hope to 
quench it; 4 

For who digs hills because they do aspire 
Throws down one mountain to cast up a higher. 
O my distressed lord! even such our griefs are; 
Here they ’re but felt, and seen with mischief’s 
eyes, * 

But like to groves, being topp’d, they higher 
rise. 

Cle. O Dionyza, 

Who wantetb food, and will not ray he wants it. 
Or can ranceal his hunger till he famish? 12 
Our tongues and sorrows do sound deep 
Our woes into the air; our eyes do weep 
Till tongues fetch breath that may proclaim 
them louder; 

That if heaven slumber while their creatures 
want, rs 

They may awake their helps to comfort them. 
I’ll then discourse our woes, felt several years, 
And wanting breath to speak help me with tears. 
Dio. I’ll do my best, sir. 30 

Cle. This Tarsus, o'er which I have the 
government. 

A city on whom plenty held frill hand. 

For riches strew’d herself even in the streets; 
Whose towers bore heads so high they kiss’d 
the clouds, *4 

And strangers ne’er beheld but wonder’d at; 
Whose men and dames so jetted and adorn'd. 
Like one another’s glass to trim them by: 
Their tables were stor’d full to glad the sight, as 
And not so much to feed on as delight; 

All poverty was scorn’d, and pride so great. 
The name of help grew odious to repeat. 

Dio. O! ’tis too true. 33 

Cle. But see what heaven can dot By this 
our change. 

These mouths, whom but of late earth, sea, and 
air 

Were aO too little to content and please, 
Although they gave their creature* in abun¬ 
dance, 36 

As houses are defil’d for want of use. 

They are now starv’d for want of exercise; 
Those palates who, not yet two summers 
younger. 


Dio. Our cheeks and hollow eyes do witness 
it. 

Cle. O! let those cities that of plenty’s cup 
And her prosperities so largely taste, S3 
With their superfluous riots, hear these tears; 
The misery of Tarsus may be theirs. 

Enter a Lord. 

Lord. Where’s the lord governor? ss 

Cle. Here. 

Speak out thy sorrows which thou brieg'st in 
haste, 

For comfort is too far for us to expect. 

Lord. We have descried, upon our neigh¬ 
bouring shore, 60 

A portly sail of ships make hitherward. 

Cle. 1 thought as much. 

One sorrow never comes but brings on heir 
That may succeed as his inheritor; 64 

And so in ours. Some neighbouring nation, 
Taking advantage of our misery. 

Hath stuff’d these hollow vessels with their 
power, 

To beat us down, the which are down already; 
And make a conquest of unhappy me, 69 

Whereas no glory's got to overcome. 

Lord. That’s the least fear; for by the sem¬ 
blance 

Of their white Sags display’d, they bring us 

peace, 72 

And come to ns as favourers, not as foes. 

Cle. Thou apeak’st like him 's untutor’d to 
repeat: v 

Who makes the fairest show means most deceit 
But bring they what they will and what they 
can, 7 * 

What need we fear? 

The ground’s Use lowest and we are half way 
there. 

Go tell their general we attend him here. 

To know for what he comes, and whence he 
comes, w 

And what he oaves. 

Lord. I go, my lord. [Exit. 

Cle. Welcome is peace ifhe on peace consist, 
If wars we am unable to resist *♦ 

Enter raaiCLKS, with Attendants. 

Per. Lord governor, for so we bear you art, 
Let not our ship* and number of our men. 

Be like a beacon fir’d to amaze your eyes- 
We have heard your miaeriea aa far aa Tyre, 
And seen the desolation of your streets: 

Nor come we to add sorrow to your tears. 
But to relieve them of their heavy load; 
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And these oar ships, yon happily may think 92 
Are like the Trojan horse was stuff'd within 
With bloody veins, expecting overthrow. 

Are stor'd with com to make your needy bread. 
And give them life whom hunger starv’d half 
dead. 96 

All. The gods of Greece protect youl 
And we’ll pray for you. 

Per. Arise, I pray you, rise: 

We do not look for reverence, but for love. 
And harbourage for ourself, our ships, and men. 

Cle. The which when any shall not gratify, 
Or pay you with unthankfulness in thought. 
Be it our wives, our children, or ourselves, 
The curse of heaven and men succeed their evils! 
Till when—the which, I hope, shall ne’er be 
seen— 105 

Your Grace is welcome to our town and us. 
Per. Which welcome we’ll accept; feast here 
awhile. 

Until our stars that frown lend us a smile. 108 

[Exeunt. 


ACT n 
Enter cower. 

Here have you seen a mighty king 
His child, I wis, to incest bring; 

A better prince and benign lord, 

Thai will prove awful both in deed and word. 4 
Be quiet, then, as men should be. 

Till he hath pass'd necessity. 

I'll show you those in troubles reign, 

Losing a mite, a mountain gain. S 

The good in conversation, 

To whom I give my benison. 

Is still at Tarsus, where each man 
Thinks all is writ he speken can; 12 

And, to remember what he does. 

Build his statue to make him glorious: 

But tidings to the contrary 

Are brought your eyes; what need speak l? 

DUMB SHOW. 

Enter, from one side, PERICLES, talking with 
CLEON; all their Train with them. Enter, at 
another door, a Gentleman, with a letter to 
PERICLES; who shows the letter to CLEON ; then 
gives the Messenger a reward, and knights 
him. Exeunt pericles, cleon, Ac., severally. 
Good Helicane hath stay'd at home, 

Hot to eat honey like a drone 
From others' labours; for though he strive 
To killen bad, keep good alive, 20 

And to fulfil his prince’ desire, 

Sends word of all that haps in Tyre: 

How Thaliard came full bent with sin 
And had intent to murder him; *4 

And that in Tarsus was not best 
Longer for him to make his rest. 

He, doing so, put forth to seas, 

"here when men been, there’s seldom ease; 
For now the wind begins to blow; *9 

Thunder above and deeps below 
Make such unquiet, that the ship 


Should house him safe is wrack’d and split; 3a 
And he, good prince, having all lost, 

By waves from coast to coast is tost. 

All perishen of man, of pelf, 

Ne aught escapen but himself; 36 

Till Fortune, tir’d with doing bad, 

Threw him ashore, to give him glad; 

And here he comes. What shall be next. 
Pardon old Gower, this longs the text. {Exit 


Scene I.— Pentapolis. An open Place by 
the Sea-side. 

Enter Pericles, wet. 

Per. Yet cease your ire, you angry stars of 
heaven! 

Wind, rain, and thunder, remember, earthly man 
Is but a substance that must yield to you; 
And I, as fits my nature, do obey you. 4 
Alas! the sea hath cast me on the rocks. 
Wash'd me from shore to shore, and left me 
breath 

Nothing to think on but ensuing death: 

Let it suffice the greatness of your powers t 
To have bereft a prince of all his fortunes; 
And having thrown him from your watery 
grave. 

Here to have death in peace is all he’ll crave. 


Enter three Fishermen. 

First Fish. What, ho. Pilch! is 

Sec. Fish. Ha! come and bring away the nets. 
First Fish. What, Patch-breech, I sayi 
Third Fish. What say you, master! 

First Fish. Look how thou sdrrest nowl 
come away, or I’ll fetch thee with a wannion. 17 
Third Fish. Faith, master, I am thinking of 
the poor men that were cast away before us 

even now. 20 

First Fish. Alas! poor souls; it grieved my 

heart to hear what pitiful cries they made to us 
to help them, when, well-a-day, we could scarce 
help ourselves. 24 

Third Fish. Nay, master, said not I as much 
when I saw the porpus how he bounced and 
tumbled? they say they're half fish half flesh; 
a plague on them! they ne’er come but X look to 
be washed. Master, I marvel how the fishes live 
in the sea. 30 

First Fish. Why, as men do a-land; the great 
ones eat up the little ones; I can compare our 
rich misers to nothing so fitly as to a whale; 
a’ plays and tumbles, driving the poor fry before 
him, and at last devours them all at a mouthful. 
Such whales have X heard on o’ the land, who 
never leave gaping till they’ve swallowed the 
whole parish, church, steeple, bells, and alL 3 S 
Per. {Aside.] A pretty moral. 

Third Fish. But master, if I had been the 
sexton, I would have been that day in the 
belfry. 

Sec. Fish. Why, man? , , « 

Third Fish. Because he should have swal¬ 
lowed me too; and when I had been in his 
belly, I would have kept such a jangling of the 
bells, that he should never have left dll he cast 
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bells, steeple, church, and parish, up again. But First Fish. Why, I’ll tell you: this is called 

if the good King Simonides were of my mind,— Pentapolis, and our king the good Simonides. 
Per, [Aside.] Simonides 1 Per. The good King Simonides do you call 

Third Fish. We would purge the land of him ? 109 

these drones, that rob the bee of her honey. 52 First Fish. Ay, sir; and he deserves to be 
Per. [Aside.] How from the finny subject of so called for his peaceable reign and good 
the sea government. 1 12 

These fishers tell the infirmities of men; Per. He is a happy king, since he gains from 

And from their watery empire recollect his subjects the name of good by his government. 

All that may men approve or men detect! 56 How far is his court distant from this shore? 
[Aloud.] Peace be at your labour, honest fisher¬ 


men. 

Sec. Fish. Honest! good fellow, what's that ? 
if it be a day fits you, search out of the calendar, 
and nobody look after it. 60 

Per. Y’ may see the sea hath cast me on your 
coast. 

Sec. Fish. What a drunken knave was the 
sea, to cast thee in our way! 

Per. A man whom both the waters and the 
wind, 64 

In that vast tennis-court, have made the ball 
For them to play upon, entreats you pity him; 
He asks of you, that never us’d to beg. 

FirstFish. No, riend, cannot you beg? here’3 
them in our country of Greece gets more with 
begging than ve can do with working. 70 
See. Fish. Janst thou catch any fishes then? 
Per. I never practised it. 

Sec. Fish. Nay then thou wilt starve, sure; 
for here’s nothing to be got now-a-days unless 
thou canst fish for’t. 

Per. What I have been 1 have forgot to 
know, 76 

But what I am want teaches me to think on; 
A man throng’d up with cold; my veins are 
chill. 

And have no more of life than may suffice 
To give my tongue that heat to ask yout help; 
Which if you shall refuse, when I am dead, 81 
For that I am a man, pray see me buried. 

FirstFish. Die, quoth-a? Now, gods forbid 1 
I have a gown here; come, put it on; keep 
thee warm. Now, afore me, a handsome fellow 1 
Come, thou shall go home, and we’ll have flesh 
for holidays, fish for fasting-days, and moreo’er 
puddings and flap-jacks; and thou shalt be 
welcome. 89 

Per. I thank you, sir. 

First Fish. Hark you, my friend; you said 
you could not beg. 9* 

Per. I did but crave. 

Sec. Fish. But crave! Then I’ll turn craver 
too. and so I shall ’scape whipping. 

Per. Why, are all your beggars whipped, 
then? 97 

See. Fish. O! not ail, my friend, not all; for 
if all your beggars were whipped, I would wish 
no better office than to be beadle. But, master, 
111 go draw up the net. joi 

[Exit with Third Fisherman. 
Per. How well this honest mirth becomes 
their labour! 

FirstFish. Hark you, dr; do you know 
where ye are? 104 

Per. Not weO. 


First Fish. Marry, sir, half a day’s journey; 
and I’ll tell you, he hath a fair daughter, ana 
to-morrow is her birthday; and there are princes 
and knights come from all parts of the world to 
just and tourney for her love. 120 

Per. Were my fortunes equal to my desires, 
I could wish to make one there. 

First Fish. O! sir, things must be as they 
may; and what a man cannot get, he may law¬ 
fully deal for his wife's soul,— 123 

Re-enter Second and Third Fishermen, 
drawing up a net. 

Sec. Fish. Help, master, help! here’s a fish 
hangs in the net, like a poor man’s right in the 
law; ’twill hardly come out. Ha! bots on’t, ’tis 
come at last, and ’tis turned to a rusty armour. 
Per. An armour, friends! I pray you, let 
me see it. 

Thanks, Fortune, yet, that after all my crosses 
Thou giv’st me somewhat to repair myself; 132 
And though it was mine own, part of mine 
heritage, 

Which my dead father did bequeath to me, 
With this strict charge, even as he left his life, 
’Keep it, my Pericles, It hath been a shield 136 
’Twixt me and death;’—and pointed to this 
brace; 

‘ For that it sav’d me, keep it; in like necessity— 
The which the gods protect tb*e from!—'t may 
defend thee.' 

It kept where 1 kept, I so dearly lov’d it; 140 
Till the rough seas, tha# spare not any man. 
Took it in rage, though calm'd they have given 
’t again. 

I thank thee for’t; my shipwrack now’s no ill, 
Since I have here my father’s gift in’s will. 144 
First Fish. What mean you, sir? 

Per. To beg of you, kind friends, this coat 
of worth. 

For it was sometime target to a king; 

I know it by this mark. He lov'd me dearly, 14* 
And for his sake I wish the having of it; 

And that you’d guide me to your sovereign s 
court. 

Where with it I may appear a gentleman; 
And if that ever my low fortunes better, « 5 » 
I’ll pay your bounties; till then rest yout debtor. 

First Fish. Why, wilt thou tourney for the 
lady? 

Per. I’ll show the virtue I have borne in 
arms. ! 5 7 

First Fish. Why. do’e take It; and the gods 

give thee good on’t! , _ 

Sec. Fish. Ay, but hark you, my friend ; tw« 
we that made up this ga rmen t through the 
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rough seams of the water; there are certain 
condolements, certain vails. I hope, sir, if you 
thrive, you’ll remember from whence you had it. 

Per. Believe it, I will. 155 

By your furtherance X am cloth’d in steel; 
And spite of all the rapture of the sea, 

This jewel holds his biding on my arm: 168 
Unto thy value will I mount myself 
Upon a courser, whose delightful steps 
Shall make the gazer joy to see him tread. 
Only, my friend, I yet am unprovided 17a 
Of a pair of bases. 

Sec. Fish. We’ll sure provide; thou shalt 
have my best gown to make thee a pair, and 
I’ll bring thee to the court myself. 176 

Per. Then honour be but a goal to my will! 
This day I’ll rise, or else add ill to ill. [Exeunt. 


Scene II.— The Same. A public Way. Platform 
leading to the Lists. A Pavilion near it, for 
the reception of the KING, Princess, Ladies, 
Lords, &c. 

£/itersatONlDES,THAlSA,Lords,aadAttendants. 
Sim. Are the knights ready to begin the 
triumph? 

First Lord. They are, my liege; 

And stay your coming to present themselves. 
Sim. Return them, we are ready; and our 
daughter, 4 

In honour of whose birth these triumphs are, 
Sits here, like beauty’s child, whom nature gat 
For men to see, and seeing wonder at. 

[Exit a Lord. 

Thai. It pleaseth you, my royal father, to 
express 8 

My commendations great, whose merit’s less. 

Sim. Tis fit it should be so; for princes are 
A model, which heaven makes like to itself: 
As jewels lose their glory if neglected, ra 

So princes then renowns if not respected. 

Tis now your honour, daughter, to explain 
The labour of each knight in his device. 

Thai. Which, to preserve mine honour, I’ll 
perform. 16 


Enter a Knight; he passes over the stage, and 
his Squire presents his shield to the Princess. 

Sim. Who is the first that doth prefer him¬ 
self? 

Thai. A knight of Sparta, my renowned 
father; 

And the device he bears upon his shield 
fra black Ethiop reaching at the sun; *0 
The word, Lux tua vita mihi. 

Sun. He loves you well that holds his life of 
__ you. [The Second Knight passes over. 
Who is the second that presents himself? 

Thai. A prince ofMacedon, my royal father; 
And the device he bean upon his shield as 
fr an arm’d knight that’s conquer'd by a lady; 
the motto thus, in Spanish, Piu por dulzura 
. Que por fuerza. 

. [The Third Knight passes over, 
Sim. And what's the third? 

Thai. The third of Antioch; as 


And his device, a wreath of chivalry; 

The word. Me pompts provexit apex, 

[The Fourth Knight passes over, 
Sim. What is the fourth? 

Thai. A burning torch that’s turned upside 
down; 3a 

The word, Quod me alit me extinguit. 

Sim. Which shows that beauty hath his 
power and will, 

Which can as well inflame as it can kill. 

[The Fifth Knight passes over. 
Thai. The fifth, a hand environed with 
clouds, 36 

Holding out gold that’s by the touchstone tried; 
The motto thus, Sic spectanda fidcs. 

[The Sixth Knight, PEaio.ES, passes over. 
Sim. And what’s 

The sixth and last, the which the knight himself 
With such a graceful courtesy deliver’d ? 41 

Thai. He seems to be a stranger; but his 
present is 

A wither’d branch, that’s only green at top; 
The motto, In hac spe vivo. 44 

Sim. A pretty moral; 

From the dejected state wherein he is, 

He hopes by you his fortune yet may flourish. 
First Lord. He had need mean better than 
his outward show 48 

Can any way speak in his just commend; 

For, by his rusty outside he appears 
To have practis’d more the whipstock than the 
lance. 

Sec. Lord. He well may be a stranger, for he 
comes 52 

To an honour’d triumph strangely furnished. 
Third Lord. And on set purpose let his 
armour rust 

Until this day, to scour it in the dust. 

Sim. Opinion’s but a fool, that makes us 
scan 56 

The outward habit by the inward man. 

But stay, the knights are coming; we’ll with¬ 
draw 

Into the gallery. 

[Exeunt. Great shouts, and all cry, 
’The mean knight!’ 


Scene in. —The Same. A Hall of State, 

A Banquet prepared. 

Enter Simonides, thaisa, Marshal, Ladies, 
Lords, Knights from tilting, and Attendants, 
Sim. Knights, 

To say you’re welcome were superfluous. 

To place upon the volume of your deeds. 

As in a title-page, your worth in arms, 4 
Were more than you expect, or more than’s fit. 
Since every worth in show commends itself. 
Prepare for mirth, for mirth becomes a feast; 
You are princes and my guests. I 

Thai. But you, my knight and guest; 

To whom this wreath of victory I give, 

And crown you king of this day’s happiness. 
Per. Tis more by fortune, lady, than by 
merit. is 

Sim. CaDitbywhatyouwill.thedayisyoun; 
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And here, I hope, is none that envies It 
In flaming an artist art hath thus decreed. 

To make some good, but others to exceed; 16 
And you’re her labour’d scholar. Come, queen 
o' the feast— 

For, daughter, so you are,—here take your 
place; 

Marshal the rest as they deserve their grace. 
Knights. We are honour'd much by good 
Simonides. 20 

Sim. Your presence glads our days; honour 
we love. 

For who hates honour, hates the gods above. 
Marshal. Sir, yonder is your place. 

Per. Some other is more fit 

First Knight. Contend not sir; for we are 
gentlemen 24 

That neither in our hearts nor outward eyes 
Envy the great nor do the low despise. 

Per. You are right courteous knights. 

Sim. Sit sir; sit 

Per. By Jove, I wonder, that is king of 
thoughts, 28 

These cates resist me, she but thought upon. 
Thai. [Aside.] By Juno, that is queen of 
marriage, 

AH viands that I eat do seem unsavoury. 
Wishing him my meat Sure, he’s a gallant 
gentleman. 32 

Sim. He’s but a country gentleman; 

He has done no more than other knights have 
done; 

He has broken a staff or so; so let It pass. 

Thai. To me he seems like diamond to glass. 
Per. Yon king’s to me like to my father’s 
picture, 37 

Which tells me in that glory once he was; 

Had princes sit like stars, about his throne. 
And he the sun for them to reverence. 40 

None that beheld him, but like lesser lights 
Did vail their crowns to his supremacy; 

Where now his son's like a glow-worm in the 
night 

The which hath fire in darkness, none in light; 
Whereby I see that Time's the king of men; 45 
He’s both their parent and he is their grave, 
And gives them what he will, not what they 
crave. 

Sim. What are you merry, knights? 4* 

First Knight. Who can be otherln this royal 
presence? 

Sim. Here, with a cup that’s stor’d unto the 
brim. 

As you do love, fill to your mistress' lips. 

We drink this health to you. 

Knights. We thank your Grace. 

Sim. Yet pause awhile; 53 

Yon knight doth sit too melancholy, 

As u the entertainment in our court 

Had not a show might countervail his worth. 56 

Note it not you, Thalia? 

Thai. What is it 

To me, my father? 

Sim. Ol attend, my daughter: 

Princes in this should live like gods above. 
Who finely give to every one that comes 60 


To honour them; 

And princes not doing so are like to gnats, 
Which make a sound, but kill’d are wonder’d 
at. 

Therefore to make his entrance more sweet, & 
Here say we drink this standing-bowl of wine to 
him. 

Thai. Alas! my father, it befits not me 
Unto a stranger knight to be so bold; 

He may my proffer take for an offence, St 
Since men take women’s gifts for impudence. 
Sim. How! 

Do as I bid you, or you’ll move me else. 

Thai. [Aside.] Now, by the gods, he could not 
please me better. 72 

Sim. And further tell him, we desire to know 
of him. 

Of whence he is, his name, and parentage. 
Thai. The king, my father, sir, has drunk to 
you. 

Per. I thank him. 76 

Thai. Wishing it so much blood unto your 
life. 

Per. I thank both him and you, and pledge 
him freely. 

Thai. And further he desires to know of you. 
Of whence you are, your name and parentage. 
Per. A gentleman of Tyre, my name, Peri¬ 
cles; 81 

My education been in arts and arms; 

Who, looking for adventures in the world. 
Was by the rough seas reft of ships and men, 84 
And after shipwrack, driven upon this shore. 
Thai. He thanks your Grace; names himself 
Pericles, 

A gentleman of Tyre, 

Who only by misfortune of th» seas 88 
Bereft ofshfps and men, cast on this shore. 

Sim. Now, by the gods, I pity his misfortune, 
And will awake Urn from his melancholy. 
Come, gentlemen, we sit too long on trifles, 92 
And waste the time which looks for other revels. 
Even in your armoun,’ , as you are address’d. 
Will very well become a soldier’s dance. 

I will not have excuse, with saying this 9* 
Loud music is too harsh for ladies' heads 
Since they love men in arms as well as beds. 

I The Knights dance. 
So this was well ask’d, ’twas so well perform’d. 
Come, sir; too 

Here a a lady that wants breathing too: 

And I have often heard, you knights of Tyre 
Are excellent in making ladies trip. 

And that their measures are as excellent 104 
Per. In those that practise them they are, 
my lord. , 

Sim. Ol that’s as much as you would be 
denied 

Of your fair courtesy. 

[The Knights and Ladies dance. 
Unclasp, unclasp; 

Thanks, gentlemen, to all; all nave done welt 
[To Pericles.) But you the beat Pages ana 
lights, to conduct . . 

These knights unto their several lodgings 1 
Yours, sir. 
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We have given order to be next our own. 

Per. I am at your Grace’s pleasure. ua 
Sim. Princes, it is too late to talk of love. 
And that’s the mark I know you level at; 
Therefore each one betake him to his rest; 
To-morrow all for speeding do their best, 116 

[Exeunt. 

Scene IV.— Tyre. A Pnom in the Governor’s 
House. 

Enter helicanus and escanes. 

Hel. No, Escanes, know this of me, 
Antiochus from incest liv’d not free; 

For which, the most high gods not minding 
longer 

To withhold the vengeance that they had in 
store, 4 

Due to this heinous capital offence, 

Even in the height and pride of ali his glory. 
When he was seated in a chariot 
Of an inestimable value, and his daughter with 
him, 8 

A fire from heaven came and shrivell’d up 
Their bodies, even to loathing; for they so st unk, 
That all those eyes ador'd them ere their fall 
Scorn now their hand should give them 
burial. 12 

Esca. ’Twas very strange. 

Hel. And yet but just; for though 

This king were great, his greatness was no guard 
To bar heaven’s shaft, but sin had his reward. 
Esca. Tis very true. 16 

Enter two or three Lords. 

First Lord. See, not a man in private con¬ 
ference 

Or council has respect with him but he. 

Sec. I xml. It shall no longer grieve without 
reproof. 

Third Lord. And curs'd be he that will not 
second it. , 20 

First Lord. Follow me then. Lord Helicane, 
a word. 

Hel. With me? and welcome. Happy day, 
my lords. 

First Lord. Know that our griefs are risen 
to the top, 

And now at length they overflow their banks. 24 
Hel. Your griefs! for what? wrong not the 
prince you love. 

First Ixtrd. Wrong not yourself then, noble 
Helicane; 

But if the prince do live, let us salute him. 

Or know what ground’s made happy by his 
breath. . 28 

If in the world he live, we’ll seek him out; 

If in his grave he rest, we'll find him there; 
And be resolv’d he lives to govern us. 

Or dead, give’s cause to mourn his funeral, 32 
And leaves us to our free election. 

Sec. Lord. Whose death’s indeed the strongest 

» in our censure: 

And knowing this kingdom is without a head. 
Like goodly buildings left without a roof 36 
Soon fall to ruin, your noble self. 


That best know’st how to rule and how to reign. 
We thus submit unto, our sovereign. 

All. Live, noble Helicane! 40 

Hel. For honour’s cause forbear your suf¬ 
frages: 

If that you love Prince Pericles, forbear. 

Take T your wish, I leap into the seas, 

'^'here's hourly trouble for a minute’s ease. 4 ‘ 
A twelvemonth longer, let me entreat you 
To forbear the absence of your king; 

If in which time expir’d he not return, 

I shall with aged patience bear your yoke. 48 
But if I cannot win you to this love. 

Go search like nobles, like noble subjects, 

And in your search spend your adventurous 
worth; 

Whom if you find, and win unto return, s» 
You snail like diamonds sit about his crown. 
First Lord. To wisdom he’s a fool that will 
not yield; 

And since Lord Helicane enjoineth us. 

We with our travels will endeavour it. s 6 
Hel. Then you love us, we you, and we’ll 
clasp hands: 

When peers thus knit, a kingdom ever stands. 

1. Exeunt . 

Scene V. — Pentapolis. A Room in the 
Palace. 

Enter SIMONIDES, reading a letter; the Knights 
meet him. 

First Knight. Good morrow to the good 
Simonides. 

Sim. Knights, from my daughter this I let 
you know. 

That for this twelvemonth she’ll not undertake 
A married life. 4 

Her reason to herself is only known, 

Which yet from her by no means can I get. 
Sec. Knight. May we not get access to her, 
my lord ? 

Sim. Faith, by no means; she hath so strictly 
tied 8 

Her to her chamber that ’tis impossible. 

One twelve moons more she’ll wear Diana's 

livery; 

This by the eye of Cynthia hath she vow’d, 
And on her virgin honour will not break it. is 
Third Knight. Though loath to bid farewell, 
we take our leaves. [Exeunt Knights. 
Sim. So, 

They’re well dispatch’d; now to my daughter’s 
letter. 

She tells me here, she’ll wed the stranger knight. 
Or never more to view nor day nor light. 17 
’Tis well, mistress; your choice agrees with 
mine; 

I like that well: how absolute she’s in’t. 

Not minding whether I dislike or nol co 
Well, I do commend her choice; 

And will no longer have it be delay’d. 

Soft! here he comes: I must dissemble it. 

Enter PERICLES; 

Per. All fortune to the good Simonides! 24 
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Sim. To you a* much dr! I am beholding 
to you 

For your sweet music this last night: I do 
Protest my ears were never better fed 
With such delightful pleasing harmony. 28 
Per. It is your Grace’s pleasure to commend. 
Not my desert. 

Sim. Sir, you are music’s master. 

Per. The worst of ad her scholars, my good 
lord. 

Sim. Let me ask you one thing. 32 

What do you think of my daughter, sir? 

Per. A most virtuous princess. 

Sim. And she is fair too, is she not? 

Per. As a fair day is summer; wondrous fair. 
Sim. My daughter, sir, thinks very well of 
you; 31 

Ay, so well, that you must be her master. 

And she will be your scholar: therefore look 
to it. 

Per. 1 am unworthy for her schoolmaster. 40 
Sim. She thinks not so; peruse this writing 
else. 

Per. [Aside.] What’s here? 

A letter that she loves the knight of Tyrol 
Tis the king's subtilty to have my life. a* 
Ol seek not to entrap me, gracious lord, 

A stranger and distressed gentleman. 

That never aim’d so high to love your daughter, 
But bent all offices to honour her. 48 

Sim. Thou hast bewitch’d my daughter, and 
thou art 
A villain. 

Per. By the gods, I have not: 

Never did thought of mine levy offence; 52 
Nor never did my actions yet commence 
A deed might gain her love or your displeasure. 
Sim. Traitor, thou liest. 

Per. Traitorl 

Sim. Ay, traitor. 

Per. Even in his throat, unless it be the 
king, it 

That calls me traitor, I return the lie. 

Sim. [Aside.] Now, by the gods, X do applaud 
his courage. 

Per. My actions are as noble as my thoughts. 
That never relish’d of a base descent. 60 
I came unto your court fur honour’s cause. 
And not to be a rebel to her slate; 

And he that otherwise accounts of me, 

This sword shall prove he’s honour’s enemy. <4 
Sim. No? 

Hen comes my daughter, she can witness it. 
Enter thaisa. 

Per. Then, as you are as virtuous as fair. 
Resolve your angry father, if my tongue 68 
Did e'er solicit, or my hand subscribe 
To any syllable that made love to you. 

Thai. Why, sir, say if you had. 

Who takes offence at that would make me 
i? 72 


glad 

Sun. 


Will you, not having my consent. 


76 


Bestow your love and your affections 
Upon a stranger? [Aside.] who, for aught I 
know. 

May be, nor can I think the contrary. 

As great in blood as 1 myself.— 80 

[Aloud.] Therefore, hear you, mistress; either 
frame 

Your will to mine; and you, sir, hear you. 
Either be rul’d by me, or I will make you— 
Man and wife: 84 

Nay, come, your hands and lips must seal it 
too; 

And being join’d. I’ll thus your hopes destroy; 
And for a further grief,—God give you joy! 
What! are you both pleas’d? 

Thai. Yes, if you love me, sir. 88 

Per. Even as my life, or blood that fosters it. 
Sim. What! are you both agreed? 

Per/’ I Yes, ’ f Pie®** your majesty. 

Sim. It pleaseth me so well, that I will see 
you wed; 92 

Then with what haste you can get you to bed. 

[Exeunt. 

act m 

Enter aowEA. 

Now sleep yslaked hath the rout; 

No din but snores the house about. 

Made louder by the o’er-fed breast 

Of this most pompous marriage-feast. 4 

The cat, with eyne of burning coal. 

Now couches fore the mouse's hole; 

And crickets sing at the oven’s mouth. 

E’er the blither for their drouth. 8 

Hymen hath brought the bride to bed. 

Where, by the loss of maidenhead, 

A babe is moulded. Be attent; 

And time that is so briefly spent 12 

With your fine fancies quaintly eche; 

What’s dumb in show till plain with speech. 

Dumb Snow. 

Enter, from one side, PERICLES and SIMONIDES, 
with Attendants; a Messenger meets them, 
kneels, and gives pericles a letter: pericles 
shows it to Simonides; the Lords kneel to 
pericles. Then enter thaisa with child, and 
lychorida : Simon ides shows his daughter the 
letter; she rejoices: she und pericles take lea ve 
of her father, and all depart. 

By many a dem and painful perch. 

Of Pericles the careful search t6 

By the four opposing coigns. 

Which the world together joins. 

Is made with all due diligence 
That horse and sail and high expense, t0 
Can stead the quest. At last from Tyre,— 
Fame answering the most strange inquire — 

To the court of King Simonides 

Are Utters brought, the tenour these: 14 

Antiochus and ms daughter dead; 

The men of Tyrus on the head 
Of Helicanus would set on 
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The crown of Tyre, but he will none: 28 

The mutiny he there hastes t’ oppress; 

Says to 'em, if King Pericles 
Come not home in twice six moons, 

He, obedient to their dooms, 32 

Will take the crown. The sum of this. 
Brought hither to Pentapolis, 

Yravished the regions round. 

And every one with claps can sound, 36 
* Our heir-apparent is a king! 

Who dream’d, who thought of such a thing?’ 


Brief, he must hence depart to Tyre: 

His Queen , with child, makes her desire ,— 40 
Which who shall cross?—along to go; 

Omit we all their dole and woe: 

Lychorida, her nurse, she takes, 

And so to sea. Their vessel shakes 44 

On Neptune's billow; half the flood 
Hath their keel cut: but Fortune's mood 
Varies again; the gristed north 
Disgorges such a tempest forth, 48 

That, as a duck for life that dives. 

So up and down the poor ship drives. 

The lady shrieks, and wetl-a-near 

Does fall in travail with her fear; 51 

And what ensues in this fell storm 

Shall for itself itself perform. 

I mil relate, action may 

Conveniently the rest convey, 36 

Which might not what by me is told. 

In your imagination hold 

This stage the ship, upon whose deck 

The sea-tost Pericles appears to speak. 60 


[Exit. 

Scene I. 

Enter Pericles, on shipboard. 

Per. Thou God of this great vast, rebuke 
these surges. 

Which wash both heaven and hell; and thou, 
that hast 

Upon the winds command, bind them in brass, 
Having call'd them &om the deep. O! still 4 
Thy deafening, dreadful thunders; gently 
quench 

Thy nimble, sulphurous flashes. O! how Lycho- 
rida. 

How does my queen? Thou stormest venom¬ 
ously; 

Wilt thou spit all thyself? The seaman’s whistle 
Is as a whisper in the ears of death, 9 

Unheard. Lychorida 1 Lucina, O! 

Divinest patroness, and midwife gentle 
To those that cry by night, convey thy deity 12 
Aboard our dancing boat; make swift the pangs 
Of my queen's travail* I 

Enter lychoiida, with an Infant. 

Now, Lychorida I 

Lye. Hem Is a thing too young for such a 
•Whhad conceit, would die, as I 16 

Am like to do: take in your arms this piece 
Of your dead queen. . , ,, , 

Per. How, bow, Lychorida! 


Lyc. Patience, good sir; do not assist the 
storm. 

Here’s all that is left living of your queen, so 
A little daughter: for the sake of it, 

Be manly, and take comfort. 

Per. O you gods! 

Why do you make us love your goodly gifts, 
And snatch them straight away? We here 
below, 24 

Recall not what we give, and therein may 
Use honour with you. 

Lyc. Patience, good sir, 

Even for this charge, 

Per. Now, mild may be thy life! 

For a more blust’rous birth had never babe: 28 
Quiet and gentle thy conditions 1 
For thou art the rudeliest welcome to this world 
That e’er was prince's child. Happy what fol¬ 
lows! 

Thou hast as chiding a nativity 32 

As fire, air, water, earth, and heaven can make, 
To herald thee from the womb; even at the first 
Thy loss is more than can thy portage quit. 
With all thou canst find here. Now, the good 
gods 36 

Throw their best eyes upon’t! 


Enter two Sailors, 

First Sail. Whatcourage,sir? Godsaveyou! 

Per. Courage enough. 1 do not fear the flaw; 
It hath done to me the worst. Yet for the love 
Of this poor infant, this fresh-new sea-farer, 41 
I wouid it would be quiet. 

First Sail. Slack the bolins there! thou wilt 
not, wilt thou? Blow, and split thyself. 44 

Sec. Sail. But sea-room, an the brine and 
cloudy billow kiss the moon, I care not. 

First Sad. Sir, your queen must overboard: 
the sea works high, die wind is loud, and will 
not lie till the ship be cleared of the dead. 49 

Per. That’s your superstition. 

First Sail. Pardon us, sir; with us at sea it 
hath been still observed, and we are strong in 
custom. Therefore briefly yield her, for she 
must overboard straight. 

Per. As you think meet. Most wretched 
queen! 

Lyc. Here she lies, sir. 58 

Per. A terrible child-bed hast thou had, my 
dear; 

No light, no fire: the unfriendly elements 
Forgot thee utterly: nor have I time 
To give thee hallow d to thy grave, but straight 
Mnst cast thee, scarcely coffin’d, in the ooze; Si 
Where, for a monument upon thy bones, 

And aye-remaining lamps, the belching whale 
And humming water must o’erwhelm thy 
corpse, *4 

Lying with simple shells! O Lychorida! 

Bid Nestor bring me spices, ink and paper, 
My casket and my jewels; and bid Nicander 
Bring me the satin coffer: lay the babe « 
Upon the pillow. Hie thee, whiles I say 
A priestly farewell to her: suddenly, woman. 

I Exit LYCHOUDA. 
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See. Sail. Sir, we have a chest beneath the 
batches, caulk’d and bitumed ready. 72 
Per. I thank thee. Mariner, say what coast 
is this? 

Sec. Sail. We are near Tarsus. 

Per. Thither, gentie mariner, 76 

Alter thy course for Tyre. When canst thou 
reach it? 

Sec. Sail. By break of day, if the wind cease. 
Per. O! make for Tarsus. 

There will X visit Cleon, for the babe so 
Cannot hold out to Tyros; there I’ll leave it 
At careful nursing. Go thy ways, good mariner; 
I’ll bring the body presently. [Exeunt. 

Scene n.— Ephesus. A Room in cerimon’s 
House. 

Enter cekimon, a Servant, and some Persons 
who have been shipwracked. 

Cer. Philemon, ho! 

Enter PHILEMON. 

Phil. Doth my lord call? 

Cer. Get fire and meat for these poor men; 
T has been a turbulent and stormy night. 4 
Ser. I have been in many; but such a night 
as this 

Till now I ne’er endur’d. 

Cer. Your master will be dead ere you return; 
There *s nothing can be minister’d to nature 8 
That can recover him. [To Philemon.) Give 
this to the 'pothecary. 

And tell me how it works. 

[.Exeunt all except CEKIMON. 

Enter two Gentlemen. 

First Gent. Good morrow, sir. 

Sec. Gent. Good morrow to your lordship. 
Cer. Gentlemen, 

Why do you stir so early? ra 

First Gent. Sir, 

Our lodgings, standing bleak upon the sea. 
Shook as the earth did quake; 

The very principals did seem to rend, 16 
And all to topple. Pure surprise and fear 
Made me to quit the house. 

Sec. Gent. That is the cause we trouble you 
so early; 

Til not our husbandry. 

Cer. O! you say well, so 

First Gent. Butlmuchmarvelthatyourlord- 
ship, having 

Rich the about you, should at these early hours 
Shake off the golden slumber of repose. 

Til most strange, 14 

Nature should be so conversant with pain. 
Being thereto not compell’d. 

Cer. I hold it ever. 

Virtue and cunning were endowments greater 
Than nobleness and riches; careless heirs as 
May the two latter darken and expend. 

But immortality attends the former. 

Making a man a god. Tie known 1 ever 
Have studied physic, through which secret art. 
By taming o'er authorities, I have— 33 


Together with my practice—made familiar 
To me and to my aid the blest infusions 
That dwell in vegetivet, in metals, stones; 36 
And can speak of the disturbances 
That nature works, and of her cures; which 
doth give me 

A more content in course of true delight 
Than to be thirsty after tottering honour, 40 
Or tie my treasure up in silken bags, 

To please the fool and death. 

Sec. Gent. Your honour has through Ephe¬ 
sus pour’d forth 

Your charity, and hundreds call themselves 44 
Your creatures, who by you have been restor’d: 
And not your knowledge, your personal pain, 
but even 

Your purse, still open, hath built Lord Ceri- 
mon 47 

Such strong renown as time shall ne’er decay. 


Enter two Servants, with a chest. 

First Serv. So; lift there. 

Cer. What is that? 

First Serv. Sir, even now 

Did the sea toss upon our shore this chest; 
’Tis of some wrack. 

Cer. Set it down: let’s look upon’t 

Sec. Gent. ’Tis like a coffin, sir. 

Cer. Whate’er it be, 5a 

Tis wondrous heavy. Wrench it open straight; 
If the sea’s stomach be o’ercharg d with gold, 
Tis a good constraint of fortune it belches upon 


Sec. Gent. Tis so, my lord. 

Cer. How close ’tis caulk'd and bitumed! 36 
Did the sea cast it up ? 

First Serv. 1 never saw so huge a billow, sir, 
As toss’d it upon shore. 

Cer. Come, wrench it open. 

Soft! it smells most sweetly in my aense. 60 
Sec. Gent. A delicate odour. 

Cer. As ever hit my nostril. So, up with it. 
O you most potent gods! what’s here? a corse! 
First Gent. Most strange! 64 

Cer. Shrouded in cloth of state ;balm*d and 
entreasur’d 

With full bags of spices! A passport too! 
Apollo, perfect me i’ the characters! 

Here 1 give to understand, ii 

If e'er this coffin drive a-land, 

I, King Pericles, have lost 

This queen worth all our mundane cost. 

Who finds her, give her burying; T* 

She was the daughter of a king: 

Besides this treasure for a fee. 

The gods requite his charity l 
If thou liv’st, Pericles, thou hast a heart T 6 
That even cracks for woe! This chanc’d to¬ 
night. 

Sec. Gent. Most Ukelv, sir. 

Nay, cet 


Cer. 


, certainly to-night; 


For look, how fresh she looks. They were too 
rough 

That threw her in the sea. Make fire within; 
Fetch hither all the boxes in my closet. 

[ExitSecond Servant 
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Death may usurp on natur; many hours. 

And yet the fire of life kindle again 
The overpress'd spirits. 1 beard 84 

Of an Egyptian, that had nine hours lien dead, 

Who was by good appliances recovered. 

Re-enter Servant, with boxes, napkins, and fire. 

•Well said, well said; the fire and cloths. 

The rough and woeful music that we have, 88 
Cause it to sound, beseech you. 

The viol once more;—how thou stirr’st, thou 
block! 

The music there! I pray you, give her air. 

Gentlemen, 92 

This queen will live; nature awakes, a warmth me gods revenge it upon 
Breathes out of her; she hath not been entranc'd To the end of generation i 
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Above five hours. See! how she 'gins to blow 
Into life’s flower again. 

First Gent. The heavens 96 

Through you increase our wonder and set up 
Your fame for ever. 

Cer. She is alive! behold. 

Her eyelids, cases to those heavenly jewels 


For she was born at sea, 1 have nam'd so—here 
I charge your charity withal, and leave her 
The infant of your care, beseeching you 15 
To give her princely training, that she may be 
Manner d as she is bom. 

Cfe. Fear not, my lord, but think 

Your Grace, that fed my country with your 
corn— 

For which the people’s prayers still fall upon 
you— 19 

Must in your child be thought on. If neglection 
Should therein make me vile, the common body. 
By you reliev’d, would force me to my duty; 
But if to that my nature need a spur. 

The gods revenge it upon me and mine, as 

To the e.nrl nf oanaratiAn ! 


Fee. I believe you; 

Your honour and your goodness teach me to't. 
Without your vows. Till she bo married, 
madam. 

By bright Diana, whom we honour, all a8 
unscissar'd shall this hair of mine remain. 
Though I show ill in’t. So I take my leave. 

_-.1_LI_J • ......_ 
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Which FencIeS hath lost, 100 Good madam, make me blessed in your care 

Begin to part their fringes of bright gold; In bringing up my child. 

I have one myself, 32 

Who shall not be more dear to my respect 
Than yours, my lord. 

Per. Madam, my thanks and prayers. 
Cle. We’ll bring your Grace e’en to the edge 
o’ the shore; 


«J 1 UTl&Ul gyj 

The diamonds of a most praised water 
Do appear, to make the world twice rich. Live 
And make us weep to hear your fate, fair crea¬ 
ture, ,04 

Rare as you seem to be! {She moves 

Thai. O dear Diana 1 


t/iui. O dear Diana 1 o’the shore; 

Where am I? Where’s my lord? What world Then give you up to the mask’d Neptune and 36 

IS this ? The Pt’Tl f l,-«f urinrta nf hMwn 


is this? 

Sec. Gent. Is not this strange? 
First Gent. Most rare. 


.wu d* 'v j uu tw uiv inann u « 

The gentlest winds of heaven. 

,, Fer. I will embrace 

- .umiiojc. Youroffer. Come, dearest madam. Olnotears, 

i-er. Hush, gentle neighbours! Lychonda, no tears: 

^end me your hands; to the next chamber bear Look to your little mistress, on whose grace 40 
„ h * r - ,, 108 You may depend hereafter. Come, my lord. 
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Get linen; now this matter must be look’d to. 
For her relapse is mortal. Come, come; 

And AEsculapius guide us! 

[Exeunt, carrying thaisa away. 

Scene HI. — Tarsus. A Room in CLEON’S 
House. 

Enter PERICLES, CLEON, DSONYZA, and LYCHO- 
RtDA, with marina in her arms. 

Per. Most honour'd Cleon, I must needs be 
gone; 

My twelve months are expir’d, andTyrus stands 
In a litigious peace. You and your lady 
Take from my heart all thankfulness; the gods 
Make up the rest upon youl 5 

Cle. Your shafts of fortune, though they hurt 
you mortally, 

Yet glance full wanderingly on us. 

£>ion. O your sweet queen! 

That the strict fates had pleas dyou had brought 
her hither, 8 

To have bless’d mine eyes with her! 

Fer. We cannot but obey 

The powers above us. Could I rage and roar 
™ doth the sea she lies in, yet the end 
Must be as ‘tis. My gentle babe Marina— 

whom, a 


[Exeunt. 

Scene IV.— Ephesus. A Room in cerimon’S 
House. 

Enter cerimon and thaisa. 

Cer. Madam, this letter, and some certain 
jewels. 

Lay with you in your coffer; which are now 
At your command. Know you the character? 

Thai. It is my lord’s. 4 

That I was shipp’d at sea, I well remember. 
Even on my caning time; but whether there 
Deliver’d, by the holy gods, 

I cannot rightly say. But since King Pericles, s 
My wedded lord, I ne’er shall see again, 

A vestal livery will I take me to. 

And never more have joy. 

Cer. Madam, if this you purpose as yon 
speak, is 

Diana’s temple is not distant far. 

Where you may abide till your date expire. 
Moreover, if you please, a niece of mine 
Shall there attend you. 16 

Thai. My recompense is thanks, that’s all: 
Yet my good will is great, though the gin 
■malL 

[Escmmt, 
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ACT IV 
Enter gower. 

Imagine Pericles arriv’d at Tyre, 

Welcom'd and settled to his own desire. 

His woeful queen we leave at Ephesus, 

Unto Diana there a votaress. 4 

Now to Marina bend your mind. 

Whom our fast-growing scene must find 
At Tarsus, and by Cleon train'd 
In music, letters; who hath gain'd 8 

Of education alt the grace. 

Which makes her both the heart and place 
Of general wonder. But, alack ! 

That monster envy, oft the wrack is 

Of earned praise, Marina's life 
Seeks to take off by treason's knife. 

And in this kind hath our Cleon 

One daughter, and a wench full grown, 16 

Even ripe for marriage-rite; this maid 

High t Philoten, and it is said 

For certain in our story, she 

Would ever with Marina be: so 

Be't when she weav’d the sleided silk 

With fingers, long, small, white as milk. 

Or when she would with sharp neeld wound 

The cambric, which she made more sound 24 

By hurting it; when to the lute 

She sung, and made the night-bird mute. 

That still records with moan; or when 

She would with rich and constant pen 28 

Vail to her mistress Dian; still 

This Philoten contends in skill 

With absolute Marina: so 

With the dove of Paphos might the crow 32 

Vie feathers white. Marina gets 

All praises, which are paid as debts. 

Ana not as given. This so darks 
In Philoten all graceful marks, 36 

That Cleon’s wife, with envy rare, 

A present murderer does prepare 
For good Marina, that her daughter 
Might stand peerless by this slaughter. 40 
The sooner her vile thoughts to stead, 
Lychorida, our nurse, is dead: 

And cursed Dionyza hath 
The pregnant instrument of wrath 44 

Prest for this blow. The unborn event 
/ do commend to your content: 

Only I carry winged time 

Post on the tame feet of my rime; 48 

Which never could I so convey, 

Unless your thoughts went on my way. 
Dionyza doth appear. 

With Leonine, a murderer. [Exit. 

Scene L— Tarsus. An open Place near the 
Sea-shore. 

Enter DIONYZA and LEONINE. 

Dion. Thy oath remember; thou hast sworn 
to do’t: 

Us but a Mow, which never shall be known. 

Thou carat not do a thing i* the world so soon, 

To yield thee so much profit. Let not con- 
■ ‘ nee, 4 


Which is but cold, inflaming love i’ thy bosom. 
Inflame too nicely; nor let pity, which 
Even women have cast off, melt thee, but be 
A soldier to thy purpose. 8 

Leon. I’ll do’t; but yet she is a goodly crea¬ 
ture. 

Dion. The fitter, then, the gods should have 
her. Here 

She comes weeping for her only mistress’ death. 
Thou art resolv’d? 

Leon. I am resolv’d. 12 


Enter marina, with a basket of flowers. 
Mar. No, I will rob Tellus of her weed. 

To strew thy green with flowers; the yellows, 
blues, 

The purple violets, and marigolds, 

Shall as a carpet hang upon thy grave, 16 
While summer days ilo last. Ay me! poor maid. 
Born in a tempest, when my mother died, 
This world to me is like a lasting storm. 
Whirring me from my friends. 20 

Dion. How now, Marina! why do you keep 
alone? 

How chance my daughter is not with you ? Co 
not 

Consume your blood with sorrowing; you have 
A nurse of me. Lordl how your favour’s 
chang'd 24 

With this unprofitable woe. Come, 

Give me your flowers, ere the sea mar it. 
Walk with Leonine; tiie air is quick there, 
And it pierces and sharpens the stomach. 

Come, 28 

Leonine, take her by the arm, walk with her. 

Mar. No, I pray you; 

I’ll not bereave you of your servant. 

Dion. Come, come; 

I love the king your father, and yourself, 32 
With more than foreign heart. We every day 
Expect him here; when he shall come and find 
Our paragon to all reports thus blasted, 35 
He will repent the breadth of his great voyage; 
Blame both my lord and me, that we have taken 
No care to your best courses. Go, I pray you; 
Walk, and be cheerful once again; reserve 
That excellent complexion, which did steal 40 
The eyes of young and old. Care not for me; 
I can go home alone. 

Mar. Wefl, I will go; 

But yet I have no desire to it. 43 

Dion. Come, come, 1 know ’tis good for you. 
Walk half an hour, Leonine, at least. 
Remember what I have said. 

Leon. I warrant you, madam. 

Dion. Hi leave you, my sweet lady, for a 
while; <7 

Pray you walk softly, do not heat your blood; 
Whatt I must have care of you. 

Mar. My thanks, sweet madam. 

[ Exit DIONYZA. 

Is this wind westerly that blown? 

Leon. South-west. 

Mar. When I was bom, the wind was north. 
Lem. Was t so? 

Mar. My father, as nurse said, did never fear, 
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But cried' Good seamen! ’ to the sailors, galling 
His kingly hands haling ropes; 

And, clasping to the mast, endur'd a sea 
That almost curst the deck. 36 

Leon. When was this? 

Mar. When I was bom: 

Never were waves nor wind more violent; 
And from the ladder-tackle washes off 60 
A canvas-climber. ‘ Ha 1 ’ says one, * wilt out ? ’ 
And with a dropping industry they skip 
From stem to stem; the boatswain whistles, and 
The master calls, and trebles their confusion. 64 
Leon. Come; say your prayers. 

Mar. What mean you ? 

Leon. If you require a little space for prayer, 
I grant it. Pray; but be not tedious, 68 

For the gods are quick of ear, and I am sworn 
To do my work with haste. 

Mar. Why will you kill me? 

Leon. To satisfy my lady. 

Mar. Why would she have me kill’d? 

Now, a> I can remember, by my troth, 

I never did her hurt in all my life. 


7 * 


76 


I never spake bad word, nor did ill turn 
To any living creature; believe me, la, 

I never kill’d a mouse, nor hurt a fly; 

I trod upon a worm against my will, 

But I wept for it. How have 1 offended, 
Wherein my death might yield her any profit, 
Or my life imply her any danger? 81 

Leon. My commission 
fa not to reason of the deed, but do’t. 

Mar. You will not do’t for all the world, I 
hope. 84 

You are well favour’d, and your looks foreshow 
You have a gentle heart. I saw you lately. 
When yon caught hurt in parting two that 
fought; 

Good sooth, it show'd well in you; do so now; 
Your lady seeks my life; come you between, 89 
And save poor me, the weaker. 

Leon. I am sworn. 

And will dispatch. 

Enter Pirates, whilst marina is struggling. 
First Pirate. Hold, villain I 9* 

[LEONINE runs away. 
Sec. Pirate. A prize! a prize 1 
Third Pirate. Half-part, mates, half-part. 
Come, let's have her aboard suddenly. 

[.Exeunt Pirates with marina. 

Re-enter leonine. 

Leon. These rogulng thieves serve the great 
pirate Valdes; »s 

And they have seiz’d Marina. Let her go; 
There’s no hope she'll return. I’ll swear she’s 
dead, 

And thrown Into the sea. But I’ll see further; 
Perhaps they will but please themselves upon 
her, 100 

> Not cany her aboard. If she remain. 

Whom they have ravish’d must by me be 

[Exit. 
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Scene n. — Mitylene. A Room in a Brothel. 

Enter Pandar, Bawd, and ooult. 

Pand. Boult. 

Boult. Sir? 

Pand. Search the market narrowly; Mitylene 
is full of gallants; we lost too much money this 
mart by being too wenchless. 5 

Bawd. We were never so much out of crea¬ 
tines. We have but poor three, and they can 
do no more than they can do; and they with 
continual action are even as good as rotten. 9 
Pand. Therefore, let’shave fresh ones, what- 
e er we pay for them. If there be not a con¬ 
science to be used in every trade, we shall never 
prosper. 13 

Bawd. Thou sayst true; ’tis not the bringing 
up of poor bastards, as, I think, I have brought 
up some eleven— iS 

Boult. Ay, to eleven; and brought them down 
again. But shall I search the market? 

Bawd. What else, man? The stuff we have 
a strong wind will blow it to pieces, they are 
so pitifully sodden. 21 

Pand. Thou sayst true; they’re too unwhole¬ 
some, o’ conscience. The poorTransylvanian is 
dead, that lay with the little baggage. 24 
Boult. Ay,shequicklypoopedhim;shemade 
him roast-meat for worms. But I’ll go search 
the market. [Exit. 

Pand. Three or four thousand chequins were 
as pretty a proportion to live quietly, and so 
give over. 

Bawd. Why to give over, I pray you? is it a 
shame to get when we are old? 32 

Pand. Ol our credit comes not in like the 
commodity, nor the commodity wages not with 
the danger; therefore, if in our youths we could 
pick up some pretty estate, ’twere not amiss to 
keep our door hatched. Besides, the sore terms 
we stand upon with the gods will be strong with 
us for giving over. 39 

Bawd. Come, other sorts offend as well as we. 
Pand. As weU as we! ay, and better too; we 
offend worse. Neither is our profession any 
trade; it’s no calling. But here comes Boult 

Re-enter boult, with the Pirates and marina. 

Boult. Come your ways. My masteis, you 
say she’s a virgin? 4j 

First Pirate. Ol sir, we doubt It not. 

Boult. Master, I have gone through for this 

I riece, you see: if you like her, so; if not, I have 
ost my earnest 49 

Bawd. Boult, has she any qualities? 

Boult. She has a good face, speaks well, and 
has excellent good clothes; there's no further 
necessity of qualities can make her be refused. 
Bawd. What's her price, Boult? 

Boult. I cannot be bated one doit of a thou¬ 
sand pieces. j6 

Pand. Well, follow me, my masters, you 
shall have your money presently. Wife, take 
her in; instruct her what she has to do, that she 
may not be raw in her entertainment. <0 
[Exeunt Pandar and Pirates. 
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Bawd. Boult, take you the marks of her, the 
colour of her hair, complexion, height, age, with 
warrant of her virginity; and cry, 'He that will 
give most, shall have her first’. Such a maiden¬ 
head were no cheap thing, if men were as 
they have been. Get this done as I command 
you. 67 

Boult. Performance shall follow. {Exit. 

Mar. Alack! that Leonine was so slack, so 

slow. 

He should have struck, not spoke; or that these 
pirates— 

Not enough barbarous—had not o’erboard 
thrown me 

For to seek my mother! 72 

Bawd. Why lament you, pretty one? 

Mar. That I am pretty. 

Bawd. Come, the gods have done their part 
in you. 

Mar. I accuse them not. 7 6 

Bawd. You are lit into my hands, where you 
are like to live. 

Mar. The more my fault 
To ’scape his hands where I was like to die. 80 
Bawd. Ay, and you shall live in pleasure. 
Mar. No. 

Bawd. Yes, indeed, shall you, and taste gen¬ 
tlemen of all fashions. You shall fare well; you 
shall have the difference of all complexions. 
What! do you stop your ears? 

Mar. Are you a woman ? 

Bawd. What would you have me be, an I be 
not a woman? 89 

Mar. An honest woman, or not a woman. 
Bawd. Marry, whip thee, gosling; I think I 
shall have something to do with you. Come, 
you are a young foolish sapling, and must be 
bowed as I would have you. 

Mar. The gods defend me! 9 S 

Bawd. If it please the gods to defend you by 
men, then men must comfort you, men must 
feed you, men must stir you up. Boult’s re¬ 
turned. 

Re-enter boult. 

Now, sir, hast thou cried her through the 

market? 101 

Boult. I have cried her almost to the num¬ 
ber of her hairs; I have drawn her picture with 
my voice. 104 

Bawd. And I prithee, tell me, how dost thou 
find the inclination of the people, especially of 
the younger sort? 

Boult. Faith, they listened to me, as they 
would have hearkened to their father's testa¬ 
ment. TherewasaSpaniard'smouthsowatered, 
that he went to bed to her very description. 

Bawd. We shall have him here to-morrow 
with his best ruff on. 113 

Boult. To-night, to-night. But, mistress, do 

you know the French knight that cowers i’ the 
hams? 116 

Bawd. Who? Monsieur Veroles? 

Boult. Ay; he offered to cut a caper at the 
proclamation; but he made a groan at it, and 
swore he would see her to-morrow. 120 


Bawd. Well, well; as for him, he brought his 
disease hither: here he does but repair it I 
know he will come in our shadow, to scatter his 
crowns in the sun. <24 

Boult. Well, if we had of every nation a tra¬ 
veller, we should lodge them with this sign. 

Bawd. [To marina.] Pray you, come hither 
awhile. You have fortunes coming upon you. 
Mark me: you must seem to do that fear¬ 
fully, which you commit willingly; to de¬ 
spise profit where you have most gain. To 
weep that you live as ye do makes pity in 
your lovers; seldom but that pity begets 
you a good opinion, and that opinion a mere 
profit. 

Mar. I understand you not. 136 

Boult. O! take her home, mistress, take her 
home; these blushes of hers must be quenched 
with some present practice. 

Bawd. Thou sayst true, i’ faith, so they must; 
for your bride goes to that with shame which is 
her way to go with warrant. 

Boult. Faith.somedo.andsomedonot. But, 
mistress, if I have bargained for the joint,— 144 
Bawd. Thou mayst cut a morsel off the spit. 
Boult. I may so? 

Bawd. Who should deny it? Come, young 
one, I like the manner of your garments well. 

Boult. Ay, by my faith, they shall not be 
changed yet. 150 

Bawd. Boult, spend thou that in the town; 
report what a sojourner we have; you’ll lose 
nothing by custom. When nature framed this 
piece, she meant thee a good turn; therefore 
say what a paragon she is, and thou hast the 
harvest out of thine own report. 156 

Boult. I warrant you, mistress, thunder shall 
not so awake the beds of eels as my giving out 
her beauty stir up the lewdly-inclined. I’U bring 
home some to-night. mo 

Bawd. Come your ways; follow me. 

Mar. If fires be hot, knives sharp, or waters 
deep, v 

Untied I still my virgin knot will keep. 

Diana, aid my purpose! 164 

Bawd. What have we to do with Diana? 
Pray you, will you go with us? [ Exeunt. 

Scene HI.— Tarsus. A Room in clion’s House. 

Enter CLEON and DIONYZA, 

Dion. Why, are you foolish? Can it be un¬ 
done? 

Cle. O Dionyza! such a piece of slaughter 
The sun and moon ne’er look’d upon. 

Dion. I think 

You’ll turn a child again. 4 

Cle. Were I chief lord of all this spacious 
world, 

I’d give it to undo the deed. O lady! 

Much less in blood than virtue, yet a princess 
To equal any single crown o' the earth 8 
I' the justice of compare. O villain Leonine! 
Whom thou hast poison’d too; , , 

If thou hadit drunk to him 't bad been a kind- 
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Becoming well thy fact; what cinst thou say 12 
When noble Pericles shall demand his child? 
Dion. That she is dead. Nurses are not the 
fates. 

To foster it, nor ever to preserve. 

She died at night; I’ll say so. Who can cross it? 
Unless you play the pious innocent, 17 

And for an honest attribute cry out 
'She died by foul play’. 

tie. O! go to. Well, well. 

Of all the faults beneath the heavens, the gods 
Do like this worst. 

Dion. Be one of those that think 21 

The pretty wrens of Tarsus will fly hence. 

And open this to Pericles. I do shame 
To think of what a noble strain you are, 24 
And of how coward a spirit. 

Cle. To such proceeding 

Who ever but his approbation added, 

Though not his prime consent, he did not flow 
From honourable sources. 

Dion. Be it so, then; 2S 

Yet none does know but you how she came dead, 
Nor none can know. Leonine being gone. 

She did distain my child, and stood between 
Her and her fortunes; none would look on her. 
But cast their gazes on Marina’s face, 33 
Whilst ours was blurted at and held a malkin 
Not worth the time of day. It pierc’d me 
thorough; 

And though you call my course unnatural, 36 
You not your child well loving, yet I find 
It greets me as an enterprise of kindness 
Perform’d to your sole daughter. 

Cle. Heavens forgive it! 

Dion. And as for Pericles, 40 

What should he say ? We wept after her hearse. 
And even yet we mourn; her monument 
Is almost finish’d, and her epitaphs 
In glittering golden characters express 44 
A general praise to her, and care in us 
At whose expense 'tis done. 

Cle. Thou art like the harpy, 

Which, to betray, dost with thine angel’s face. 
Seize with thine eagle’s talons. 48 

Dion. You are like one that superstitlously 
Doth swear to the gods that winter kills the flies; 
But yet I know you’ll do as I advise. [ Exeunt. 

scene IV .—Before the Monument of marina 
at Tarsus. 

Enter GOWER. 

Thus time we waste, and longest leagues make 
short; 

Sail seas in cockles, have an wish but for t; 
Making—to take your imagination— 

From bourn to bourn, region to region. 4 
By you being pardon'd, we commit no crime 
To use one language in each several clime 
Where our scenes seem to live. I do beseech you 
To learn of me, who stand I’ the gaps to teach 
__ you, 8 

The stages of our story. Pericles 
Is now again thwarting the waywardseas, 
Attended on by many a lord and knight. 


To see his daughter, all his life’s delight. 12 
Old Helicanus goes along. Behind 
Is left to govern it, you bear in mind. 

Old Escanes, whom Helicanus late 
Advanc'd in time to great and high estate. t6 
Well-sailing ships and bounteous winds have 
brought 

This king to Tarsus, think his pilot thought. 

So with his steerage shall your thoughts grow on. 
To fetch his daughter home, who first is gone. 20 
Like motes and shadows see them move awhile; 
Your ears unto your eyes I’ll reconcile. 

DUMB SHOW. 

Enter at one door Pericles, with his Train; cleon 
and dionyza at the other. CLEON shows PERI¬ 
CLES the tomb of marina; whereat pericles 
makes lamentation, puts on sack-cloth, and in 
a mighty passion departs. Exeunt CLEON and 
DIONYZA. 

See how belief may suffer by foul show I 
This borrow’d passion stands for true old woe; 
And Pericles, in sorrow all devour'd, 25 

With sighs shot through, and biggest tears o’er- 
shower’d, 

[naves Tarsus and again embarks. He swears 
Never to wash his face, nor cut his hairs; 28 
He puts on sackcloth, and to sea. He bears 
A tempest, which his mortal vessel tears. 

And yet he rides it out. Now please you wit 
The epitaph is for Marina writ 3 * 

By wicked Dionyza. 

[Reads inscription on marina’s monument. 

THE FAIREST, SWEET’ST, AND BEST LIES HERE, 
WHO WITHER’D IN HER SPRING OF YEAR: 

SHE WAS OF TYRUS THE KINO’S DAUGHTER, 
ON WHOM FOUL DEATH HATH MADE THIS 
SLAUGHTER. 37 

MARINA WAS SHE CALL’D; AND AT HER BIRTH, 
THETIS, BEING PROUD, SWALLOW’D SOME PART 
O’ THE earth: 

THEREFORE THE EARTH, FEARING TO BE O’ER- 
FLOW’D, 40 

HATH THETIS’ BIRTH-CHILD ON THE HEAVENS 
bestow’d: 

WHEREFORE SHE DOES, AND SWEARS SHE’LL 
NEVER STINT, 

MAKE RAGING BATTERY UPON SHORES OF FLINT. 

No visor does become black villany 44 

So well as soft and tender flattery. 

Let Pericles believe his daughter’s dead. 

And bear his courses to be ordered 
By Lady Fortune; while our scene must play 
His daughter’s woe and heavy well-a-day 43 

In her unholy service. Patience then. 

And think you now are all in Mitylen. [Exit, 


Scene V.— Mitylene. A Street before the 
Brothel. 

Enter, from the brothel, two Gentlemen. 
First Gent. Did you ever hear the like? 

Sec. Gent. No, nor never shall do in such • 
place as this, she being once gone. 
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First Gent. But to have divinity preached 
there! did you ever dream of such a thing? ; 

Sec. Gent. No, no. Come. 1 am for no more 
bawdy-houses. Shall's go hear the vestals sing? 

First Gent. 1*11 do any thing now that is 
virtuous; but I am out of the road of rutting 
for ever. [ Exeunt. 


SCENT VI.— The Same. A Room in the 
Brothel. 

Enter Pandar, Bawd, and boult. 

Band. Well, I had rather than twice the 
worth of her she had ne’er come here. 

Bawd. Fie, fie upon her! she is able to freeze 
the god Priapus, and undo a whole generation; 
we must either get her ravished, or be rid of her. 
When she should do for clients her fitment, and 
do me the kindness of our profession, she has me 
ber quirks, her reasons, her master-reasons, her 
prayers, her knees; that she would make a puri¬ 
tan of the devil if he should cheapen a kiss of ber. 

Boult. Faith, 1 must ravish her, or she’ll 
disfumish us of all our cavaliers, and make all 
our swearers priests. 13 

Band. Now, the pox upon her green-sickness 
for me! 

Bawd. Faith, there’s no way to be rid on’t 
but by the way to the pox. Here comes the 
Lord Lysimachus, disguised. 

Boult. We should have both lord and lown 
if the peevish baggage would but give way to 
customers. ar 

Enter lysimachus. 

Lys. How now I How a dozen of virginities? 
Bawd. Now, the gods to-bless your honour! 
Boult. I am glad to see your honour in good 
health. 25 

Lys. You may so; ’tis the better for you that 
your resorters stand upon sound legs. How 
nowl wholesome iniquity, have you that a man 
may deal withal, and defy the surgeon? 29 
Bawd. We have here one, sir, if she would— 
but there never came her like in Mitylene. 

Lys. If she’d do the deed of darkness, thou 
wouldst say. 33 

Bawd. Your honour knows what ’tis to say 
well enough. 

Lys. Well; call forth, call forth. 36 

Boult. For flesh and blood, sir, white and 
red, you shall see a rose; and she were a rose 
indeed if she had but— 

Lys. What, prithee? to 

Boult. O! sir, I can be modest. 

Lys. That dignifies the renown of a bawd no 
less than it gives a good report to a number to 
be chaste. [ Exit bcult. 

Bawd. Here comes that which grows to the 
stalk; never plucked yet, I can assure you.— 

Re-enter boult with max IN A. 

Is she not a fair creature? a 1 

Lys. Faith, die would serve after a long 
voyage at sea. Well, there's for you; leave us. 


lACTIV 

Bawd. I beseech your honour, give me leave; 
a word, and I’ll have done presently. 

Lys. I beseech you do. 5a 

Bawd. [To marina.] First, I would have you 
note, this is an honourable man. 

Mar. I desire to find him so, that I may 
worthily note him. 56 

Bawd. Next, he's the governor of this coun¬ 
try, and a man whom I am bound to. 

Mar. If he govern the country, you are bound 
to him indeed; but how honourable he is in that 
I know not. 61 

Bawd. Pray you, without any more virginal 
fencing, will you use him kindly? He will line 
your apron with gold. 64 

Mar. What he will do graciously, I will 
thankfully receive. 

Lys. Ha’ you done? 

Bawd. My lord, she’s not paced yet; you 
must take some pains to work her to youi 
manage. Come, we will leave his honour and 
her together. 71 

Lys. Go thy ways. [ Exeunt Bawd, Pandar, 
and boult.] Now, pretty one, how long have 
you been at this trade ? 

Mar. What trade, sir? 

Lys. Why, I cannot name *t but I shall 
offend. 7 6 

Mar. I cannot be offended with my trade. 
Please you to name it. 

Lys. How long have you beer, of this pro¬ 
fession ? 80 

Mar. E’er since I can remember. 

Lys. Did you go to’t so young ? Were you a 
gamester at five or at seven ? 

Mar. Earlier too, sir, if now I be one. 84 

Lys. Why, the house you dwell in proclaims 
you to be a creature of sale. 

Mar. Do you know this house to be a place 
of such resort, and will come into't? I hear say 
you are of honourable parts, and are the gover¬ 
nor of this place. . 

Lys. Why, hath youf principal made known 
unto you who I am ? »s 

Mar. Who is my principal? 

Lys. Why, your herb-woman; she that sets 
seeds and roots of shame and iniquity. O! you 
have heard something of my power, and so stand 
aloof fot more serious wooing. But I protest to 
thee, pretty one, my authority shall not see thee, 
or else look friendly upon thee. Come, bring me 
to some private place; come, come. too 

Mar. If you were bom to honour, show it 
now; 

If put upon you, make the Judgment good 
That thought you worthy of it. 

Lys. How’s this? how's this? Some more; 
be sage. 

Mar. For me. 

That am a maid, though most ungentle fortune 
Hath plac'd me in this sty, where, since I came, 
Diseases have been sold dearer than physic, «° 8 
O! that the gods 

Would set me free from this unhallow’d place. 
Though they did change me to the meanest biro 
That flies i’ the purer air! 
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Lys. I did not think m 

Thou couldst have spoke so well; ne’er dream’d 
thou couldst. 

Had i brought hither a corrupted mind, 

Thy speech bad alter’d it. Hold, here’s gold for 
thee; 

Persever in that clear way thou goest, 116 
And the gods strengthen thee! 

Mar. The good gods preserve you! 

Lys. For me, be you thoughten 
That I came with no ill intent, for to me 120 
The very doors and windows savour vilely. 
Farewell. Thou art a piece of virtue, and 
I doubt not but thy training hath been noble. 
Hold, here's more gold for thee. 124 

A curse upon him, die he like a thief, 

That robs thee of thy goodness! If thou dost 
Hear from me, it shall be for thy good. 

Re-enter boult . 

Boult. I beseech your honour, one piece for 
me. 12 9 

Lys. Avaunt! thou damned door-keeper. 
Your house, 

But for this virgin that doth prop it, would 
Sink and overwhelm you. Away! [Exit. 

Boult. How’s this? We must take another 
course with you. If your peevish chastity, 
which is not worth a breakfast in the cheapest 
country under the cope, shall undo a whole 
household, let me be gelded like a spaniel. 
Come your ways. 

Mar. Whither would you have me? 139 
Boult. 1 must have your maidenhead taken 
off, or the common hangman shall execute it. 
Come your ways. We'll have no more gentle¬ 
men driven away. Come your ways, I say. 

Reenter Bawd. 

Bawd. How now! what’s the matter? 144 
Boult. Worse and worse, mistress; she has 
here spoken holy words to the Lord Lysima- 
chus. 

Bawd. O! abominable. * 4 * 

Boult. She makes om profession as it were to 
stink afore the face of the gods. 

Bawd. Marry, hang her up for ever! 

Boult. The nobleman would have dealt with 
her like a nobleman, and she sent him away as 
cold as a snowball; saying his prayers too. 

Bawd. Boult, take her away; use her at thy 
pleasure; crack the glass of her virginity, and 
make the rest malleable. '57 

Boult. An if she were a thornier piece of 
ground than she is, she shall be ploughed. 
Mar. Hark, hark, you gods! . . _ 

Bawd. She conjures: away with her! Would 
she had never come within my doors! Marry, 
hangyou! She’s bom to undo us. Willyounot 
go the way of women-kind? Marry, come up, 
my dish of chastity with rosemary and bays! 165 

|£xir. 

Boult . Come, mistress; come your ways with 
me. 

Mar. Whither wilt thou have me? 


Boult. To take from you the jewel you hold 
so dear. r 6 » 

Mar. Prithee, tell me one thing first. 

Boult. Come now, your one thing. 

Mar. What canst thou wish thine enemy 
to be? 173 

Boult. Why, I could wish him to be my 
master, or rather, my mistress. 

Mar. Neither of these are so bad as thou art. 
Since they do better thee in their command. 177 
Thou hold’st a place, for which the pained’st 
fiend 

Of hell would not in reputation change; 

Thou art the damned door-keeper to every 180 
Coystril that comes inquiring for his Tib, 

To the choleric fisting of every rogue 
Thy ear is liable, thy food is such 
As hath been belch’d on by infected lungs. 184 
Boult. What would you have me do? go to 
the wars, would you ? where a man may serve 
seven years for the loss of a leg, and have not 
money enough in the end to buy him a wooden 
one? 189 

Mar. Do any thing but this thou doest. 
Empty 

Old receptacles, or common sewers, of filth; 
Serve by indenture to the common hangman: 
Any of these ways are yet better than this; 193 
For what thou professest, a baboon, could he 

Would own a name too dear. O! that the gods 
Would safely deliver me from this place. 19* 
Here, here’s gold for thee. 

If that thy master would gain by me, 

Proclaim thatlcansing, weave, sew, and dance. 
With other virtues, which I’ll keep from boast; 
And I will undertake all these to teach. zoi 
I doubt not but this populous city will 
Yield many scholars. 

Boult. But can you teach all this you speak 
of ? 404 

Mar. Prove that I cannot, take me home 
again. 

And prostitute me to the basest groom 
That doth frequent your house. 

Boult. Well, 1 will see what I can do for thee; 
if I can place thee, I will. *09 

Mar. But, amongst honest women. 

Boult. Faith, my acquaintance lies little a- 
mongst them. But since my master and mistress 
have bought you, there’s no going but by their 
consent; therefore I will make them acquainted 
with your purpose, and I doubt not but I shall 
find them tractable enough. Come; I’ll do for 
thee what I can; come your ways. [Exeunt. 

ACT V 
Enter gower. 

Marina thus the brothel ’scapes, and chances 
Into an honest house, our story says. 

She sings like one immortal, and she dances 
As goddess-like to her admired lays; 4 

Deep clerks she dumbs ;and with her neeld com- 

Nature's own shape, of bud, bird, branch, or berry. 
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That even her art sisters the natural roses; 

Her inkle, silk, twin with the rubied cherry; 8 
That pupils lacks she none of noble race. 

Who pour their bounty on her; and her gain 
She gives the cursed bawd. Here we her place; 
And to her father turn our thoughts again, 12 
Where we left him, on the sea. We there him lost. 
Whence, driven before the winds, he is arriv’d 
Here where his daughter dwells: and on this 
coast 

Suppose him now at anchor. The city striv'd 16 
God Neptune’s annual feast to keep ;from whence 
Lysimachus our Tyrian ship espies. 

His banners sable, trimm’d with rich expense; 
And to him in his barge with fervour hies. 20 
In your supposing once more put your sight 
Of heavy Pericles; think this his bark: 

Where what is done in action, more, if might. 
Shall be discover’d; please you, sit and hark. 

(Exit. 


Scene ' Jn board pericles’ Ship, off Mity- 
lene. . Pavilion on deck, with a curtain before 
it; PERICLES within it, reclined on a couch. A 
barge lying beside the Tyrian vessel. 

Enter two Sailors, one belonging to the Tyrian 
vessel, the other to the barge; to them HELI- 
CANU 3 . 

Tyr. Sail. [To the Sailor ofMitylene. 1 Where’s 
the Lord Helicanus? he can resolve you. 
O! here he is.— 

Sir, there’s a barge put off from Mltylene, 
And in it is Lysimachus, the governor, 4 
Who craves to come aboard. What is your will? 
Hel. That he have his. Call up some gentle¬ 
men. 

Tyr. Sail Ho, gentlemen! my lord calls. 

Enter two or three Gentlemen. 

First Gent. Doth your lordship call? 8 
Hel. Gentlemen, there’ssomcof worth would 
come aboard; 

I pray ye, greet mem fairly. 

[Gentlemen and Sailors descend, and go on 
board the barge. 


Enter from thence, lysimachus and Lords; the 
Gentlemen and the two Sailors. 

Tyr. Sail. Sir, 

This is the man that can, in aught yon would, 
Resolve you. 13 

Lys. Hail, reverend sir! The gods preserve 
you! 

Hel. And yon, sir, to outlive the age I am. 
And die aa I would do. 

Lys. You wish me well. 16 

Being on shore, honouring of Neptune’s 
triumphs. 

Seeing tab goodly vessel ride before us, 

I made to it to know of whence you are. 

Hel. Pint, what is your place? 20 

Lys. I am the governor of this place you Ue 
before. 

Hel. Sir, 

Oar vsaasl b af Tyre, in it the king; 


A man who for this three months hath not 
spoken 24 

To any one, nor taken sustenance 
But to prorogue his grief. 

Lys. Upon what ground is his distempera- 
ture? 

Hel. *Twould be too tedious to repeat; 28 
But the main grief springs from the loss 
Of a beloved daughter and a wife. 

Lys. May we not see him? 

Hel. Y ou may; 32 

But bootless is your sight: he will not speak 
To any. 

Lys. Yet let me obtain my wish. 

Hel. Beholdhim. [PERtCLESdiscovered.] This 
was a goodly person, 36 

Till the disaster that, one mortal night, 

Drove him to this. 

Lys. Sir king, all hail! the gods preserve you! 
Hail, royal sir! 41 

Hel. It is in vain; he will not speak to you. 
First Lord. Sir, 

We have a maid in Mitylene, 1 durst wager. 
Would win some words of him. 

Lys. ’Tis well bethought. 44 

She questionless with her sweet harmony 
And other chosen attractions, would allure, 
And make a battery through his deafen’d ports 
Which now are midway stopp’d: <s 

She is all happy as the fair's! of all, 

And with her fellow maids is now upon 
The leafy shelter that abuts against 
The island's side. 

[Whispers first Lord, who puts off in 
the barge of lysimachus. 
Hel. Sure, all’s effectless; yet nothing we'll 
omit, 

That bears recovery’s name. But, since your 
kindness 

We have stretch’d thus far, let us beseech you. 
That for our gold we may provision have, 3* 
Wherein we are not destitute for want. 

But weary for the stdleness. 

Lys. O! sir, a courtesy, 

Which if we should deny, the most Just gods 
For every graff would send a caterpillar, 60 
And so afflict our province. Yet once more 
Let me entreat to know at large the cause 
Of your king’s sorrow. 

Hel. Sit, sir, I will recount it to you; 
But see, I am prevented. 

Re-enter, from the barge. Lord, with marina, 
and a young Lady. 

Lys. O! here b *4 

The lady that I sent for. Welcome, fkir one! 
It’t not a goodly presence? 

Hel. She’s a 

Lys. She ’■ such a one, that were 

Came of a gentle kind and noble- , 

I’d wish nobetter choice, and think me rarely 

Fair one, all goodness that consists in bounty 
Expect even here, where b a kingly patient: 

If that thy prosperous and artificial feat ?* 
Can draw him but to answer thee in aught. 


gallant lady. 
Iwellassur a 
«tnrlr. 88 
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Thy sacred physic shall receive such pay 
As thy desires can wish. 

Mar. Sir, I will use 

My utmost skill in his recovery, 76 

Provided 

That none but I and my companion maid 
Be suffer’d to come near him. 

Lyi. Come, let us leave her: 

And the gods make her prosperous! so 

r »» ... . (MARIKA sings, 

Lyi. Made d he your music? 

Mar, No, nor look’d on us. 

Lyi. See, she will speak to him. 

Mar. Hail, sir I my lord, lend ear. 

Per. Hum! ha! 84 

Mar. 1 am a maid. 

My lord, that ne’er before invited eyes. 

But have been gaz'd on like a comet: she speaks. 
My lord, that, may be, hath endur'd a grief 88 
Might equal yours, if both were justly weigh’d. 
Though wayward Fortune did malign my state. 
My derivation was from ancestors 
Who stood equivalent with mighty kings; 93 
But time hath rooted out my parentage, 

And to the world and awkward eamaiH— 
Bound me in servitude.— [Aside.] I will desist; 
But there is something glows upon my cheek, 
And whispers in mine ear, ‘Go not till he speak. 
Per. My fortunes parentage—good parent- 

Io equal mine!—was it not thus ? what say you? 
Mar. I said, my lord, if you did know my 
parentage, too 

You would not do me violence. 

Per. I do think so. Fray you, turn your eyes 
upon me. 

You are like something that—What country¬ 
woman? 

Here of these ahorse? 

Mar. No, nor of any shores; 104 

Yet I was mortally brought forth, and am 
No other then 1 appear. 

Par. I am great with woe, and shall deliver 
weeping. 

My decreet wifc was Bke this maid, and such a 
ana >08 

My daughter might have been: my queen’s 
square brows; 

Her stature to an inch; as wand-like straight; 
As silver-voic'd; her eyas as jewel-like. 

And cas’d as richly; in pace another Juno; ns 
Who starves the can she feeds, and make s them 
hungry. 

Jhe more she gives them speech. Where do you 

Mar. When I am but a stranger; from the 
deck 

You may dtaem the pbca. _ 

. Par. Where wen you bred? tit 

And how acMev’dyoutheeeendowments, which 
xou make mere rich to owe? 

..Mar. Should I teO my history, it would teem 
‘UketW disdain’dintbereporting. uo 
Far. Prithee, apeak: 

from thee, for thou 
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Modest as justice, and thou aeem’tt a palace 
For the crown’d truth to dwell in. I believe thee. 
And make my senses credit thy relation 135 
To points tha t seem impossible; for thou lookest 
Like one I lov’d indeed. What were thy friends? 
Didst thou not say when I did push thee back,— 
Which was when 1 perceiv'd thee,—that thou 
cam st 139 

From good descending? 

Mar. So Indeed I did. 

Per. Report thy parentage. I think thou 
saidst 

Thou hadst been toss’d from wrong to injury. 
Ami ttut thou tbcxight’st thy griefs might equal mine. 
If both were open'd. 

Mar. Some such thing 

I said, and said no more but what my thoughts 
Did warrant me was likely. 

Per. Tell thy story; ijS 

If thine consider'd prove the thousandth part 
Of my endurance, thou an a man, and 1 
Have suffer’d like a girl; yet thou dost look 
Likr Patience gazing on kings’ graves, and 
smiling 140 

Extremity out of act. What were thy friends? 
How lost thou them? Thy name, my most kind 
virgin? 

Recount, I do beseech thee. Come, sit by me. 
Mar. My name is Marina. 

Per. Ol I am mock'd, 144 

And thou by some incensed god sent hither 
To make the world to laugh at me. 

Mar. Patience, good sir. 

Or here I’U cease. 

Per. Nay, I’ll be patient. 

Thou little kuow’st how thou dost startle me. 
To call thyself Marina. 

Mar. The name 149 

Was given me by one that had some power; 
My^ father, and a king 

An/call'd Marina? ° 

Mar. You said yon would believe me; 
But, not to be a troubler of your peace, 153 
I will end here. 

Per. But are you flesh and blood? 
Have you a working pulse? and are no fairy? 
Motion!—Well; speak on. Where were you 
bom? ij« 

And wherefore call'd Marina? 

Mar. Call’d Marina 

For I was bom at sea. 

Per. At seal what mother? 

Mar. My mother was the daughter of a king; 
Who died the minute I was bom, i&o 

As my good nurse Lychorida hath oft 
Deliver'd weeping. 

Per. Ol stop there a little. 

This is the rarest dream that e’er dull sleep 
Did mock sad fools withal; this cannot be. 184 
My'daughter’s buried. Well; where were you 

I’ll hear you more to the bottom of your story 
And never interrupt you. 

Mar. You’ll scorn to briluw me; tuere beat 
I did give o'M. s« 


low! a king’s daughter? 


'ok’st 
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Per. I will believe you by the syllable 
Of what you shall deliver. Yet, give me leave: 
How came you in these parts? where were you 
bred? 

Afar. The king my father did in Tarsus leave 
me, 

Till cruel Cleon, with his wicked wife. 

Did seek to murder me; and having woo'd 
A villain to attempt it, who having drawn to do't, 
A crew of pirates came and rescu’d me; 176 
Brought me to Mitylene. But, good sir, 
Whither will you have me ? Why do you weep ? 
It may be 

You think me an impostor* no, good faith; 

I am the daughter to King Pericles, 180 
If good King Pericles be. 

Per. Ho, Helicanus! 

Hel. Calls my lord? 

Per. Thou art a grave and nooie counsellor. 
Most wise in general; tell me, if thou canst, 185 
What this maid is, or what is like to be, 

That thus hath made me weep? 

/ Hel. I know not; but 

Here is the regent, sir, of Mitylene, 188 
Speaks nobly of her. 

Lys. She never would tel! 

Her parentage; being demanded that. 

She would sit still and weep. 

Per. O Helicanus 1 strike me, honour’d sir; 
Give me a gash, put me to present pain, 193 
Lest this great sea of joys rushing upon me 
O'erbear the shores of my mortality, 

And drown me with their sweetness. O! come 
hither, 198 

Thou that begett’st him that did thee beget; 
Thou that wast born at sea, buried at Tarsus, 
And found at sea again. O Helicanus t 
Down on thy knees, thank the holy gods as 
lond 20s 

As thunder threatens us; this is Marina. 

What was thy mother’s name? tell me but that. 
For truth can never be confirm’d enough. 
Though doubts did ever sleep. 

Mar. Pint, air, 1 pray, 204 

What is your title? 

Per. I am Pericles of Tyre: but tell me now 
My drown’d queen’s name, as in the rest yousaid 
Thou hast been god-like perfect; 208 

Thou’rt heir of kingdoms, and another life 
To Pericles thy father. 

Afar. Is it no more to be your daughter than 
To say my mother’s name was Thaisa? 212 

Thaisa wai my mother, who did end 
The minute I began. 

Per. Now, blessing on thee! rise; thou art 
my child. 

Give me fresh garments. Mine own, Helicanus; 
She <s not dead at Tarsus, as she should have 
been, 317 

By savage Cleon; she shall tell thee all; 

When thou shalt kneel, and justify in know¬ 
ledge 

She la thy very princess . Who to this? aae 

Hel. Sir, ’tls the governor of Mitylene, 

Who, bearing of your melancholy state. 

Did come to see you. 


Per. I embrace you. 

Give me my robes. I am wild in my beholding. 
O heavens! bless my girl. But, hark! what 
music? 22} 

Tell Helicanus, my Marina, tell him 
O’er, point by point, for yet he seems to doubt, 
How sure you are my daughter. But, what 
music? 228 

Hel. My lord, I hear none. 

Per. None! 

The music of the spheres! List, my Marina. 
Lys. It is not good to cross him; give him 
way. 232 

Per. Rarest sounds! Do ye not hear? 

Lys. My lord, I hear. [Music. 

Per. Most heavenly music: 

It nips me unto list'ning, and thick slumber 
Hangs upon mine eyes; let me rest. [Sleeps. 

Lys. A pillow for his head. 237 

So, leave him all. Well, hay companion friends, 
If this but answer to my just belief, 

I’U well remember you. 240 

[Exeunt all but PERICLES. 

DIANA appears to Pericles as in a vision. 
Dia. My temple stands in Ephesus; hie thee 
thither, 

And do upon mine altar sacrifice. 

There, when my maiden priests are met together. 
Before the people all, 244 

Reveal how thou at sea didst lose thy wife; 
To mourn thy crosses, with thy daughter’s, call 
And give them repetition to the life. 

Perform my bidding, or thou Iiv'st in woe; 248 
Do it, and happy; by my silver bowl 
Awake, and tell thy dream! [Disappears. 

Per. Celestial Dian, goddess argentine, 

I will obey thee! Helicanus! 

Enter HELICANUS, LYSMACHUS, and MARINA. 
Hel. Sir) 25* 

Per. My purpose Wes for Tarsus, there to 
strike 

The inhospitable Cleon: but I am 
For other service first: toward Ephesus 
Turn our blown sails', eftsoons I’ll tell thee 
why. 258 

[To LYSiMACHUS.] Shall we refresh us, sir, upon 
your shore. 

And give you gold for such provision 
As our intents will need? 

Lys. Sir, *8® 

With all my heart; and when you come ashore, 
I have another suit. 

Per. You shall prevail. 

Were it to woo my daughter; for ft seems 
You have been noble towards her. 

Lys. Sir, lend me your arm. sU 

Per. Come, my Marina. [Exeunt. 

Scene XL—Before the Temple 0/diana at 
Ephesus. 

Enter oowejl 

Now our sands ewe almost run; • 

More a little, and then dumb. 



scene n] 1071 PERICLES 


This, my last boon, give me. 

For such kindness must relieve me, 4 

That you aptly will suppose 
What pageantry, what feats, what shows, 
What minstrelsy, and pretty din, 

The regent made in Mitylen S 

To greet the king. So he thriv'd. 

That he is promis'd to be wiv’d 

To fair Marina; but in no wise 

Tilt he had done his sacrifice, u 

As Dian bade: whereto being bound. 

The interim, pray you, all confound. 

In feather’d briefness sails are fill’d. 

And wishes fall out as they're will'd. 16 
At Ephesus, the temple see. 

Our king and all his company. 

That he can hither come so soon, 

Is by your fancy's thankful doom. [Exit 


Scene IQ, —The Temple of diana at Ephesus: 
thaka standing near the altar, as high 
priestess; a number of Virgins on each side; 
CEsmoN and other Inhabitants of Ephesus 
attending. 

Enter Pericles, with his Train; lysimachus, 
HELICANUS, MAtUNA, and a Lady. 

Per. Hail, Dian! to perform thy jut com¬ 
mand, 

I here confess myself the King of Tyre; 

Who, frighted from mycountiy, did wed 
At Pentapoiis the fair Thaisa. 4 

At sea in childbed died she, but brought forth 
A maid-child call’d Marina; who, O goddess! 
Wears yet thy silver Jivery. She at Tarsus 
Was nurs’d with Cleon, whom at fourteen 
years 8 

He sought to murder; but her better stars 
Brought her to Mitylene, 'gainst whose shore 
Riding, her fortunes brought the maid aboard 
us. 

Where, by her own most clear remembrance, 
she u 

Made known herself my daughter. 

Thai. Voice and favour! 

You are, you are—O royal Pericles!— 

[She faints. 

Per'. What means the nun? she dies! help, 
gentlemen! 

Cer. Noble sir, »« 

If you have told Diana's altar true, 

This is your wife. 

Per. Reverend appearer, no; 

I threw her o'erboard with these very arms. 
Cer. Upon this coast, I warrant you. 

Per. ’Tis most certain. 

Cer. Look to the lady. O! she’s but o’er- 
joy’d. 21 

Early in blustering mom this lady was 
thrown upon this shore. I op’d the coffin, 
Found there rich jewels; recover’d her, and 
„ Plac’d her 24 

* Here in Diana’s temple. 

Per. May we see them? 

Cer. Great sir, they shall be brought you to 
my bouse. 


Whither I Invite yon. Lode! Thaisa is 
Recovered. 

Thai. O! let me look! si 

If he be none of mine, my sanctity 
Will to my sense bend no licentious ear, 

But curb it, spite of seeing. O! my lord. 

Are you not Pericles? Like him you speak, 32 
Like him you are. Did you not name a tempest, 
A birth, and death? 

PerT The voice of dead Thaisa! 

Thai. That Thaisa am I, supposed dead 
And drown’d. 36 

Per. Immortal Dian! 

Thai. Now I know you better. 

When we with tears parted Pentapoiis, 

The king my father gave you such a ring. 

[Shows a ring. 

Per. This, this; no more, you gods! your 
present kindness 40 

Makes my past miseries sport: you shall do 
well. 

That on the touching of her lips I may 
Melt and no more be seen. 01 come, be buried 
A second time within these arms. 

Mar. My heart 44 

Leaps to be gone into my mother’s bosom. 

[Kneels to thaka. 
Per. Look, who kneels beret Flesh of thy 
flesh, Thaisa; 

Thy burden at the sea, and call’d Marina, 

For she was yielded there. 

Thai. Bless’d, and mine own! 4S 

Hel. Hail, madam, and my queen! 

Thai. I know you not. 

Per. You have heard me say, when I did fly 
from Tyre, 

I left behind an ancient substitute: 

Can you remember what I call'd the man? 52 
I have nam'd him oft. 

Thai. Twas Helicanus then. 

Per. Still confirmation! 

Embrace him, dear Thaisa; this is he. 

Now do I long to hear how you were found, 36 
How possibly preserv’d, and whom to thank, 
Besides the gods, for this great miracle. 

Thai. Lord Cerimon, my lord; this man. 
Through whom the gods have shown their 
power; that can 60 

From first to last resolve you. 

Per. Reverend sir. 

The gods can have no mortal officer 
More like a god than you. Will you deliver 
How this dead queen re-lives? 

Cer. I will, my lord. 64 

Beseech you, first go with me to my house. 
Where shall be shown you all was found with 
her; 

How she came placed here in the temple; 

No needful thing omitted. «s 

Per. Pure Dian! bless thee for thy vision; I 
Will offer night-oblations to thee. Thaisa, 
This prince, the fair-betrothed of your daughter. 
Shall marry her at Pentapoiis. And now 72 
This ornament 

Makes me look dismal will I clip to form; 
And what this fourteen yean no razor touch'd 
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Toface thy ?UftW 

7M Lord Cdimon hath letten of good tan 
credit, sir, Virtue preserv'd from ft 

My father's dead. Led on by hem, and t 

“ akeattirofhisi! Yettlm In Manus may you x 

A figure of truth, offrith, of loyalty, 


Wfll in that spend our following The worth that leaned charity aye wean , 
jays; For wicked Cleon and his wife, when fame 

Our sonuiddau^shaQinTyrusnigiL Had spread their cursed deed, and honour'd 
'. name sS 


i Of Pericles, to rage the city tm, 
(Exeunt, That Im and his they in his palace hum: 


To punish them; although not done, hut 
filter com m i m 

In Mocks and his daughter you have heard So on your patience emore attending, 
O/monstrouskthedueandjustreward; Hew joy writ on you! Here our play hath end- 
In Pericles, ids guten, and daughter, seeib ing, [Exit 



POEMS 



VENUS AND ADONIS 

• Vilia miretur vulgus; mi hi flavus Apollo 
Pocula Cast alia plena mim&trot aqua.* 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY WRIOTHESLY 

EARL OF SOUTHAMPTON, AND BARON OP TICHHELD 

offend in dedicating my unpolished lines to your lordship, nor how the world will 
censure me for choosing so strong a prop to support so weak a burden: only, if your honour s«m but pleased, 
I account myself highly praised, and vow to take advantage of all idle hours, till 1 hare honoured you with some 
graver labour. But if the first heir of my invention prove deformed, I shall be sorry it had so noble a godfather, 
and never after ear so barren a land, for fear it yield me still so bad a harvest. I leave it to your honourable survey 
and your honour to your heart’s content; which 1 wish may always answer your own wish and the world s hopeful 

expectation. Your honour's in all duty, 

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE. 


Even as the sun with purple-colour’d face 
Had ta’en his last leave of the weeping mom, 
Rose-cheek'd Adonis hied him to the chase; 
Hunting he lov’d, but love he laugh'd to scorn; 
Sick-thoughted Venus makes amain unto 
him, 5 

And like a bold-fac’d suitor ’gins to woo him. 

'Thrice fairer than myself,' thus she began, 

' The field’s chief flower, sweet abovecompare, s 
Stain to all nymphs, more lovely than a man, 
More white and red than doves or roses are; 
Nature that made thee, with herself at strife, 
Saith that the world hath ending with thy 
life. it 

‘Vouchsafe, thou wonder, to alight thy steed, 
And rein his proud head to the saddle-bow; 
If thou wilt deign this favour, for thy meed 
A thousand honey secrets shalt thou know; >6 
Here come and sit, where never serpent 
hisses; 

And being set. I'll smother thee with 
kisses: 

'And yet not cloy thy Ups with loath’d satiety. 
But rather famish them amid their plenty, 20 
Making them red and pale with fresh variety; 
Ten kisses short as one, one long as twenty: 
A summer’s day will seem an hour but short. 
Being wasted in such time-beguiling sport.' 24 

With this she selzeth on his sweating palm, 
The precedent of pith and livelihood, 

And. trembling in her passion, calls ft balm. 
Earth's sovereign salve to do a goddess good: 28 
Being so enrag’d, desire doth lend her force 
Courageously to pluck him from his horse. 


The studded bridle on a ragged bough 
Nimbly she fastens;—O! how quick is love.— 
The steed is staUed up, and even now 
To tie the rider she begins to prove: 40 

Backward she push’d him, as she would be 
thrust, (lust. 

And govern’d him in strength, though not in 

So soon was she along, as he was down. 

Each leaning on their elbows and their hips; 44 
Now doth she stroke his cheek, now doth he 
frown, 

And ’gins to chide, but soon she stops his lips; 
And kissing speaks, with lustful language 
broken, 

* if thou wilt chide, thy Ups shall never open.* 

He bums with bashful shame; she wi th her tears 
Doth quench the maiden burning of his cheeks; 
Then with her windy sighs and golden hairs 
To fan and blow them dry again she seeks; 51 
He saith she is immodest, blames her miss; 
What foUows more she murders with a loss. 

Even as an empty eagle, sharp by fast, 

Tires with her beak on feathers, flesh and bone, 
Shaking her wings, devouring all In haste, 37 
TUI either gorge be stuff’d or prey be gone; 
Even so she kiss’d bis brow, his cheek, his chin, 
And where she ends she doth anew begin. 60 

Forc’d to content, but never to obey. 

Panting be Ues, and breatheth in her face; 

She feedeth on the steam, as on a prey, 

And calls it heavenly moisture, air of grace; *4 
Wishing her cheeks were gardens ftifl of 
flowers. 

So they were dew’d with such distilling 
showers. 


Over one arm the lusty courser's rain. Look! how a bird Ues tangled In a net. 

Under her other was the tender boy, 32 So fasten’d in her arms Adonis Ues: 

Who blush’d and pouted in a duU disdain, Pure shame and aw’d resistance made him fre>, 

With leaden appetite, unapt to toy; Which bred more beauty in his angry eyes: 

She red and not as coals of g'. . ving fire. Rain added to a river that is rank 
He red for shame, but frosty in desire, 36 Perforce wUl force it overflow the bank. I 1 
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Still she entreats, and prettily entreats. 

For to a pretty ear she tunes her tale; 

Still is he sullen, still he lowers and frets, 
Twist crimson shame and anger ashy-pale; 7fi 
Being red, she loves him best; and being 
white, 

Her best is better’d with a more delight 

Look how he can, she cannot choose but love; 
And by her fair immortal hand she swears, 80 
From his soft bosom never to remove. 

Till he take truce with her contending tears, 
Which long have rain'd, making her cheats 
all wet; 

And one sweet kiss shall pay this countless 

debt 84 

Upon this promise did he raise his chin 
Like a dive-dapper peering through a wave. 
Who, being look’d on, ducks as quickly in; 
So offers he to give what she did crave; 88 

But when her lips were ready for his pay, 
He winks, and turns his lips another way. 

Never did passenger in summer's heat 
More thirst for drink than she for this good 
turn. 92 

Her help she sees, but help she cannot get; 
She bathes in water, yet her fire must bum: 
‘O! pity,' 'gan she cry, ‘flint-hearted boy: 
Tis but a kiss I beg; why art thou coy? 96 


‘Art thou asham'd to kiss? then wink again , 
And I will wink; so shall the day seem night; 
Love keeps his revels where there are bat twain; 
Be bold to play, our sport is not in sight: isa 
These blue-vein’d violets whereon we lean 
Never can blab, nor know not wbat we m e a n. 

‘The tender spring upon thy tempting Up 
Shows thee unripe, yet mayst thou well be 
tasted. u 8 

Make use of time, let not advantage slip: 
Beauty within itself should not be wasted: 
Fair flowers that are not gather’d in their 
prime 131 

Rot and consume themselves in little time. 

‘Were I hard-favour'd, foul, or wrinkled-old, 
IU-nurtur’d, crooked, churlish, harsh in voice, 
O'erwom, despised, rheumatic, and cold. 
Thick-sighted, barren, lean, and lacking juioe. 
Then mightst thou pause, for then I were not 
for thee; 137 

But having no defects, why dost abhor me? 

‘Thou canst not see one wrinkle in my brow; 
Mine eyes are grey and bright, and quick in 
turning; 140 

My beauty as the spring doth yearly glow; 
My flesh is soft and plump, my marrow bunk¬ 
ing; 

My smooth moist hand, were it with thy 
hand felt, 

Would in thy palm dissolve, or seem to melt. 


‘I have been woo’d, as I entreat thee now. 
Even by the stem and direful god of war, 
Whose sinewy neck in battle ne’er did bow, 
Who conquers where he comes in every jar; too 
Yet hath he been my captive and my slave, 
And begg'd for that which thou unask’d shalt 
have. 

‘Over my altars hath he htmg his lance, 

His batter'd shield, his uncontrolled crest, 104 
And for my sake hath leam’d to sport and 
dance, 

To toy, to wanton, dally, smile, and jest; 
Scorning his churlish drum and ensign red. 
Making my arms his field, his tent my bed. 


‘Bid me discourse, I will enchant thine ear, 14s 
Or like a fairy trip upon the green. 

Or, like a nymph, with long disheveU'd hair. 
Dance on the sands, and yet no footing seen: 
Love is a spirit all compact of fire, 149 
Not gross to sink, but light, and will aspire 


‘Witness this primrose bank whereon I lie; 
These forceless flowers like sturdy trees support 
me; 15* 

Two strengthless doves will draw me through 
the sky, 

From morn till night, even where I list to sport 


I11C. 

Is love so light, sweet boy, and may it be 
That tbou shouldst think it heavy unto thee? 


’Thus he that overrul'd I oversway’d. 


• uuu UV UWt WIVSSIU W a WfWUTTWJ U« 

Leading him prisoner in a red-rose chain: 
Strong-ternper’d steel his stronger strengtl 
obey'd, 

et was he servile to my coy disdain. n 
Ol be not proud, nor brag not of thy might 
For mastering her that foil’d the god of fight 


‘Is thine own heart to thine own face affected} 
Can thy right hand seize love upon thy left? 
Then woo thyself, be of thyself rejected. 

Steal thine own freedom, and complain on 
theft. 1*0 

Narcissus so himself himself forsook, 

And died to kiss his shadow in the brook. 


Touch but my Ups with those fair lips of thine,— 
Though mine be not so fair, yet are they red,— 
The kiss shall be thine own as weU as mine: 117 
Wbat scett thou in the ground? bold up thy 
.head: 

Look in mine eyeballs, there thy beauty lies; 
Then why not Ups on Ups, since eyes in 
eyes? tie 


‘Torches are made to Ught, jewels to wear. 
Dainties to taste, fresh beauty for the use, 1*4 
Herbs for their smell, and sappy plants to best; 
Things growing to themselves are growth's 
abuse: 

Seeds spring from seeds, and beauty breedeth 
beauty; 

Thou wast begot; to get it is thy duty, set 
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‘Upon the earth’* increase why shouldst thou 
feed. 

Unless the earth with thy increase be fed} 

By law of nature thou art bound to breed. 
That thine may live when thou thyself art dead; 
And so in spite of death thou dost survive, 173 
In that thy likeness still is left alive.' 

By this the love-sick queen began to sweat, 
For where they lay the shadow had forsook 
them, 176 

And Titan, tired in the mid-day heat. 

With burning eye did hotly overlook them; 
Wishing Adonis had his team to guide, 

So he were like Him and by Venus’ side. 180 


1076 
This 


said, impatience chokes her pleading 
tongue, sir 

And swelling passion doth provoke a pause; 
Red cheeks and fiery eyes blaze forth her wrong; 
Being fudge in love, she cannot right her cause; 
And now she weeps, and now she fain would 
speak, 322 

And now her sobs do her intendments break. 

Sometimes she shakes her bead, and then his 

hand; 

Now gazeth she on him, now on the ground; 224 
Sometimes her arms infold him like a band: 
She would, he will not in her arms be bound; 
And when from thence he struggles to be 

. . ...... . .. sle^ocka her lily fingers one in one. a*8 

And now Adonis with a lazy spright. 

And with a heavy, dark, disliking eye, ' Fondling,’ she saith, ‘ since 1 have hemm’d thee 

His louring brows o’erwhelming his fair sight, here 

Like misty vapours when they blot the sky, 164 within the circuit of this ivory pale. 

Souring his cheeks, cries, ‘Fie! no more of ril be a park, and thou shaJt be my deer; 


love; 

The sun doth bum my face; I must remove.' 

‘Ay me,* quoth Venus, ‘young, and so unkind? 
What bare excuses mak’st thou to be gone; 188 
I’D sigh celestial breath, whose gentle wind 
Shall cool the heat of this descending sun: 

I’D make a shadow for thee of my hairs; 

If they bum too. I’ll quench them with my 
tears. >93 

‘The sun that shines from heaven shines but 
warm. 

And lot I lie b et we en that atm and thee: 

The heat I have from thence doth little harm. 
Thine eye darts forth the fire that buraeth me; 
And were I not immortal, life were done 197 
Between this heavenly and earthly sun. 

‘Art thou obdurate, flinty, hard as steel? 

Nay, more than flint, for stone at rain re- 
len i e t h. 200 

Art thou a woman’s son, and canst not feel 
What ’til to love 7 how want of love tonnenteth ? 
O! had thy mother borne so hard a mind. 
She had not brought forth thee, but died 
unkind. 304 

‘What am I that thou s houl ds t contemn me 
tUt? 

Or what great danger dwells upon my suit? 
What were thy Ups the worse for one poor kiss ? 
Speak, fair; bat speak fair words, or else be 
mote: so* 

Give me one Mm, I'll give it thee again, 
And one for interest, if thou wilt have twain. 

"Fie! fifties* picture, cold and senseless stone. 
Well-painted idol. Image dull and dead, sis 
Statne contenting but the eye alone, 

Thing like a man, but of no woman bred: 
Tina art no man, though of a man's com¬ 
plexion. 


Feed where thou wilt, on mountain or In dale: 

Graze on my lint, and if those hills be dry, 333 

Stray lower, where the pleasant fountains lie. 

‘Within this limit is relief enough. 

Sweet bottom-grass and high delightful plain. 
Round rising hillocks, brakes obscure and 
rough, _ , *37 

To shelter thee tan tempest and from rain: 
Then be my deer, since I am luch a park; 
No dog shall rouse thee, though a thousand 
bark.’ 


340 


At this Adonis smiles as In disdain, 

That in each cheek appears a pretty dimple: 
Love made thoee hollows, if himself were slain. 
He might be buried in a tomb so simpk; 142 
Foreknowing well, if these he came to lie, 
Why, there Love liv’d and there he could not 
die. 

These lovely caves, them round enchanting pits. 
Open’d their mouths to swallow Venus’ liking. 
Being mad before, how doth she now for wits? 
Struck dead at first, what needs a second strik¬ 
ing? 350 

Poor queen of love, in thine own law forlorn. 
To love a check that smiles at thee in scorn! 

Now which way shall she turn? what shall she 
say? 

Hear words are done, her woes the more increas¬ 
ing; *S« 

The tune is spent, her object will away, 

And from her twining arms doth urge wlaasing: 
‘Pity,’ she ale*; ’some fkvour, eome re- 
morsel’ ... 

Away he springs, and hasteth to hi* horse. 

But, lol from forth a copse that neighbours by, 

A breeding jennet, lusty, young, ana proud, seo 
Adonis’ trampling courser doth espy. 

And forth she rushes, snorts and neighs aloud- 
The strong-neck’d steed, betagtfcd unto a 
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Imperiously he leaps, he neighs, he bounds, a6j 
And now his woven girths he bleaks asunder; 
The bearing earth with his hard hoofhe wounds, 
Whose hollow womb resou nd s like heaven’s 
thunder: 268 

The iron bit he crushes ’tween his teeth, 
Controlling what he was controlled with. 

His ears up-prick’d; his braided hanging 
mane 271 

Upon his compass’d crest now stand on end: 
His nostrils drink the air, and forth again. 

As from a furnace, vapours doth he send: 

His eye, which scornfully glisters like fire. 
Shows his hot courage and his high desire. 


Then, like a melancholy malcontent, su 
He vails his tail that, like a plume 

Cool shadow to his melting buttock lent: 

He stamps, and bites the poor files in his fume. 
His love, perceiving how he to enrag’d, 317 
Grew kinder, and his fury was assuag'd. 

Hit testy master goeth about to take him; 
When lo! the unback’d breeder, full of fear, 32c 
Jealous of catching, swiftly doth forsake him. 
With her the horse, and left Adonis there. 

As they were mad, unto the wood they hie 
them. 

Out-stripping crows that strive to over-fly 
them. jm 


Sometime he trots, as if he told the steps, 277 
With gentle majesty and modest pride; 

Anon he rears upright, curvets and leaps. 

As who should say, ‘Lo! thus my strength to 
tried: 280 

And this I do to captivate the eye 
Of the fair breeder that is standing by.’ 

What recketh he his rider’s angry stir, 

His flattering ‘Holla,’ or his ‘Stand, I sayJ’ 284 
What cares ne now for curb or pricking spur? 
For rich caparisons or trapping gay? 

He sees his love, and nothing else he sees. 
Nor nothing else with his proud sight agrees. 

Look, when a painter would surpass the life, 
In limning out a well-proportion’d steed. 

His art with nature’s workmanship at strife, 
As if the dead the living should exceed; 292 

So did this horse excel a common one. 

In shape, in courage, colour, pace and bone. 

Round-hoof d, short-jointed, fetlocks shag and 

Broad freast, full eye, small bead, and nostril 
wide, *96 

High crest, short ear*, straight legs and passing 
strong. 

Thin mane, thick tail, broad buttock, tender 
bide: 

Look, what a hone should have he did not 
lack, 

Save a proud rider on 10 proud a back, see 


All swoln with chafing, down Adonis sits. 
Banning his boisterous and unruly beast: 

And now the happy season once more fits, 
That love-sick Love by pleading may be blest; 
For lovers say, the heart hath treble wrong 
When it is barr’d the aidance of the tongue. 

An oven that is stopp’d, or river stay’d, 
Bumeth more hotly, swelleth with more rage: 
So of concealed sorrow may be said; 333 
Free vent of words love’s are doth assuage; 
But when the heart’s attorney once to mute, 
The client breaks, as desperate in his suit 338 

He sees her coming, and begins to glow,— 
Even as a dying coal revives with wind,—' 
And with his bonnet hides his angry brow; 
Looks on the dull earth with disturbed mind, 
Taking no notice that she to so nigh, 341 
For au askance he holds her in his eye. 

Ol what a sight it was, wtotly to view 
How she came stealing to the wayward boy; 
To note the fighting conflict of her hue, 34; 
How white and red each other did destroy: 
But now her cheek was pale, and by and by 
It flash’d forth fire, as lightning from the sky. 

Now was she just before him as he sat, 34a 
And like a lowly lover down she kneels; 

With one fair hand she heaveth up his hat. 
Her other tender hand his fair cheek feds: 332 
His tenderer cheek receives her soft hand’s 
print. 

As apt as new-fall’n snow takes any dint. 


Sometimes toe scuds far off, and there he stares; 
Anon he starts at stirring of a feather; 

To bid the wind a base he now prepares. 

And whe’r he run or fly they know not whether: 
For through his mane and tail the high wind 
sings, 303 

Fanning the hatos, who wave like feather'd 
wings. 


He looks upon hto love, and neighs unto her. 
She answers him si if sne knew hto mind; 3°* 

Being proud, as females are, to tee him woo her. 

Sh eets on outward strangeness, seems un- 

Spurnsathto love and scorns the heat he foejs . 
Bealluglitolliiilsiiilii si wuenis with hrTInvito 


O! what a war of looks was then between them; 
Her eyes petitioners to his eyes suing; 33* 
His eyes saw her eyes as they had not seen them; 
Her eyes woo’d still, hto eyes disdain’d the woo- 
ing: 

And all this dumb play had hto acts made 

\&th tears, which, chorus-like, her eyes did 
rain. 3 60 


Full gently now she takes him by the hand, 

A lily prison’d in a gaol of snow. 

Or ivory in an alabaster band; 

So white a friend eogirts so white a foe: s «4 
This beauteous combat, wflflil and unwilling, 
Show’d like two silver doves that sit s-bttiing. 
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Once more the engine of her thoughts began; 

'O fairest mover on this mortal round, 368 

Would thou wert as I ant, and I a man. 

My heart all whole as thine, thy heart my wound; 

For one tweet look thy help I would assure 
thee. 

Though nothing but my body’s bane would 
cure thee.’ 37s 

'Give me my hand,’ saith he, ‘why dost thou 
feel it?’ 

'Give me my heart,’ saitb she, ‘and thou shaft 
have it; 

Oi give it me, lest thy hard heart do steel it, 

And being steel'd, soft sighs can never grave it: 

Then love’s deep groans I never shall regard. 

Because Adonis' heart hath made mine hard.’ 


* Who wears a garment shapeless and unfinish’d ? 

Who plucks the bud before one leaf put forth ? 

If springing things be any jot diminish’d, 417 

They wither in their prime, prove nothing worth: 

The colt that’s back’d and burden’d being 
young 

Loseth his pride and never waxeth strong. 410 

‘You hurt my hand with wringing; let us part, 

And leave this idle theme, this bootless chat: 

Remove your siege from my unyielding heart; 

To love’s alarms it will not ope the gate: 424 

Dismiss your vows, your feigned tears, your 
flattery; 

For where a heart is hard, they make no 
battery.’ 


‘For shame,’ he cries, ‘let go, and let me go; 
My day’s delight is past, my horse is gone, 380 
And ’tis your fault 1 am bereft him so: 

I pray you hence, and leave me here alone: 
For ail my mind, my thought, my busy care, 
Is how to get my palfrey from the mare.’ 384 

Thus she replies: ‘Thy palfrey, as he should. 
Welcomes the warm approach of sweet desire: 
Affection is a coal that must be cool’d; 

Eire, suffer'd, it will set the heart on fire: 388 
The sea hath bounds, but deep desire hath 
none; 

Therefore no marvel though thy horse be gone. 

'How like a jade he stood, tied to the tree, 
Servilely master’d with a leathern rein! 39s 

But when he saw his love, his youth's fair fee. 
He held such petty bondage in disdain; 
Throwing the bare thong from his bending 
crest. 

Enfranchising his mouth, his back, his 
breast. 396 

‘Who sees his true-love in her naked bed. 
Teaching the sheets a whiter hue than white. 
But, when his glutton eye so full hath fed. 

His other agents aim at like delight ? 400 

Who is so faint, that dare not be so bold 
To touch the fire, the weather being cold? 

‘Let me excuse thy courser, gentle boy; 

And learn of him, I heartily beseech thee, 404 
To take advantage on presented joy; 

Though I were dumb, yet his proceedings teach 
thee. 

O learn to love; the lesson is but plain, 

And once made perfect, never lost again.’ 408 

*1 know not love,’ quoth he,' nor will not know 

it. 

Unless it be a boar, and then I chare it; 

Til much to borrow, and I will not owe It; 
My love to love is love but to disgrace it; 41a 
For I have beard it is a life in death. 

That laughs and weeps, and all but with a 
breath. 


' What! canst thou talk?' quotb she, ‘hast thou 
a tongue? 

O! would thou hadst not, or I had no hearing; 
Thy mermaid's voice hath done me double 
wrong; 429 

I had my Toad before, now press’d with bearing: 
Melodious discord, heavenly tune, harsh- 
sounding. 

Ear’s deep-sweet music, and heart’s deep-sore 
wounding. 4 is 

‘Had I no eyes, but ears, my ears would iove 
That inward beauty and invisible; 

Or were I deaf, thy outward parts would move 
Each part in me that were but sensible: 438 
Though neither eyes nor ears, to hear nor 
see, 

Yet should I be in love by touching thee. 

‘Say, that the sense of feeling were bereft me, 
And that I could not see, nor hear, nor touch, 
And nothing but the very smell were left me, 
Yet would my love to thee be still as much; 
For from the stiii’tory of thy face excelling 
Comes breath perfum’d that breedeth love by 
smelling. 444 

‘But Ol what banquet wert thou to the taste, 
Being nurse and feeder of the other four; 
Would they not wish the feast might ever last, 
And bid Suspicion double-lock the door, 44s 
Lest Jealousy, that sour unwelcome guest. 
Should, by his stealing in, disturb the feast ? 

Once more the ruby-colour’d portal open’d. 
Which to his speech did honey passage yield; 
Like a red morn, that ever yet betoken’d 453 
Wrack to the seaman, tempest to the field, 
Sorrow to shepherds, woe unto the birds. 
Gusts and foul Saws to herdmen and to herds. 

This ill presage advisedly she marketh: 457 
Even as the wind is bush'd before it raineth, 
Or as the wolf doth grin before he barketh. 

Or as the berry breaks before it staineth, 4» 
Or like the deadly bullet of a gun, , 

His meaning struck hea: ere his words begun 
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Which purchase if thou make, for fear of slip* 
Set thy seal-manual on my wax-red lips. 316 

'A thousand kisses buys my heart from me: 
And pay them at thy leisure, one by one. 

‘tiU'clMPhig makes it What is ten hundred touches unto thee? 

Ckra her pale cheek, tiu clapping makesit Afe they not quickJy told and quicldy «,ne? 5*0 

* Say, for non-paytnent that the debt should 

double, ,• 

Is twenty hundred kisses such a trouble? 


And at his look she flatly falleth down. 

For looks kill love and love by looks reviveth; 
A smile recures the wounding of a frown; 463 
But blessed bankrupt, that by love so thriveth! 
The silly boy, believing she is dead, 


And aU-amaz’d brake off his late intent, 

For sharply he did think to reprehend her. 
Which cunning love did wittily prevent: 

Fair fall the wit that can so well defend herl 472 
For on the grass she lies as she were slain. 
Till his breath breatheth life in her again. 

He wrings her nose, he strikes her on the cheeks, 
He bends her fingers, holds her pulses hard, 476 
He chafes her lips; a thousand ways he seeks 
To mend the hurt that his unkindness marr’d: 
He kisses her; and she, by her good will. 
Will never rise, so he will kiss her still. 480 

The night of sorrow now is turn’d to day: 

Her two blue windows faintly she up-heaveth, 
like the fair sun, when in hi fresh array 
He cheers the morn and all the world reliev¬ 
ed!: , 484 

And as the bright sun glorifies the sky. 

So Is her face illumin’d with her eye; 

Whose beams upon his hairless face are fix’d, 
As if from thence they borrow’d all their shine. 
Were never four such lamps together mix d, 489 
Had not his clouded with his brows’ repine ; 
But hers, which through the crystal tears gave 
light, , . 

Shone like the moon in water seen by night. 

•O! where am I?’ quoth she, In earth or 
he aven, 493 

Or in the ocean drench’d, or in the fire? 

What hour is this? or morn or weary even? 
Do I delight to die, or life desire? 49 « 

But now I liv’d, and life was death’s annoy; 
But now 1 died, and death was lively joy. 

•01 thou didst kill me; kill me once again: 
Thy eyes’ shrewd tutor, that hard heart of 
thine, . , 5 ,°° 

Hath taught them scornflil tricks and such dis- 


‘ Fair queen,’ quoth he, ‘ if any love you owe me, 
Measure my strangeness with my unripe 
years: s »4 

Before I know myself, seek not to know me; 
No fisher but the ungrown fry forbears: 

The mellow plum doth fall, the green sticks 
fast, 

Or being early pluck’d is sour to taste. 5*8 

‘Look! the world’s comforter, with weary gait. 
His day’s hot task hath ended in the west; 

The owl, night's herald, shrieks, ’tis vety late; 
The sheep are gone to fold, birds to their nest. 
And coal-black clouds that shadow heaven’s 
light . 533 

Do summon us to part and bid good night. 

‘Now let me say good night, and so say you; 
If you wiil say so, you shall have a kiss.’ 535 
‘ Good night,’ quoth she; and ere he says adieu. 
The honey fee of parting tender’d is: 

Her arms do lend his neck a sweet embrace; 
Incorporate then they seem, face grows to 
face. 

Till, breathless, he disjoin’d, and backward drew 
The heavenly moisture, that sweet coral mouth. 
Whose precious taste her thirsty lips well knew, 
Whereon they surfeit, yet complain on drouth: 
He with her plenty dress’d, she faint with 
dearth, 545 

Their lips together glu'd, fell to the earth. 

Now quick desire hath caught the yielding prey. 
And glutton-like she feeds, yet never filleth; 54 * 
Her Ups are conquerors, his lips obey, 

Paying what ransom the insulter wdleth; 
Whose vulture thought doth pitch the price 

That'she will draw bis lips’ rich treasure dry. 


But for thy piteous lips no more had seen. 504 , lust stirg up „ desperate courage; 

Planting oblivion, beating reason back, 557 
Forgetting shame’s pure blush and honour* 


’Long may they kiss each other for this cure 1 
Ol never tot their crimson liveries wear; 



rs, having wnt on twain. 

May say, the plague w banish’d by thy breath. j ^ . 

‘Pure Ups, sweet seals in my °r mce’dwftowarfSantsdU’d with dan d l i n g . 

So thou will buy and pay and use good dealing, wmie sue 


handling, 
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What wax so frozen bat dissolves with temper¬ 
ing, 565 

And yields at last to every light impression? 
Things out of hope are compass’d oft with 
venturing, 

Chiefly in love, whose leave exceeds commis¬ 
sion: 56S 

. Affection faints not like a pale-fac’d coward. 
But then woos bat when most his choice is 
froward. 


When he did frown, O! had she then gave 
over, 571 

Such nectar from his lips she had not suck’d. 

Foul words and frowns must not repel a lover; 

What though the rose have prickles, yet ’tis 
pluck’d: 

Were beauty under twenty locks kept fast. 
Yet love breaks through and picks them all 
at last 576 

For pity now she can no more detain him; 

The poor fool prays her that he may depart: 

She it resolv’d no longer to restrain him, 579 

Bids him farewell, and look well to her heart. 
The which, by Cupid’s bow she doth protest, 
He carries thence incaged in his breast. 

‘Sweet boy,’ she says, 'this night 1*11 waste in 
sorrow, 

For my tick heart commands mine eyes to 
watch. 554 

Tell me. Love’s master, shall we meet to-mor¬ 
row? 

Say, shall we? shall we? wilt thou make the 
match?' 

He tells her, no; to-morrow he intends 
To hunt the boar with certain of his friends. 


'The boar!’ quoth she: whereat a sudden pale. 
Like lawn being spread upon the blushing rose. 
Usurps her cheeks, she trembles at his tale, 59: 
And on his neck her yaking arms she throws: 
She sinketh down, still hanging by his neck. 
He on her belly falls, she on her back. 

Now is she in the very lists of love, 

Her champion mounted for the hot encounter: 
All is imaginary she doth prove, 597 

He wiB not manage her, although he mount her; 
That worse than Tantalus' u her annoy. 

To dip Elysium and to lack her joy. 600 


Evenaspoor birds, deceiv’d with painted grapes, 
Do surfeit by the eye and pine the maw. 

Even so she languisheth in her mishaps. 

As those poor birds that helpless berries saw. 
The warm effects which the in him finds 

6 oj 

1 to kindle with continual kissing. 


But all in vain; good queen, it will not be: 
She hath assay'd as much as may be prov*d; for 
Her pleading hath deserv’d a greats fee: 

‘rieTfler he says, ‘you crush me; let me go; 
Yon have no re ason to withhold me so.’ sis 


’Thou hadst been gone,' quoth she,'tweet boy, 
ere this, 

But that thou told’st me thou wouldst hunt the 
boar. 

O! be advis’d; thou know’st not what it is 

With javelin’s point a churlish swine to gore. 
Whose tushes never sheath’d he whetteth 
still, St 7 

Like to a mortal butcher, bent to kilL 


‘On his bow-back he hath a battle set 
Of bristly pikes, that ever threat his foes; 6 so 
His eyes like glow-worms shine when he doth 
fret; 

His snout digs sepulchres where’er he goes; 
Being mov'd, he strikes whate’er is in his way. 
And whom he strikes his crooked tushes 


slay. 


6*4 


■His brawny sides, with hairy bristles arm’d, 
Ate better proof than thy spear’s point can 
enter; 

His short thick neck cannot be easily harm'd; 
Being ireful, on the lion he will venture: 628 
The thorny brambles and embracing bushes. 
As fearful of him part, through whom be 
rushes. 


‘Alas! he nought esteems that face of thine. 
To which Love’s eyes pay tributary gazes; 632 
Nor thy soft hands, sweet lips, and crystal eyne, 
Whose frill perfection all the world amazes; 
But having thee at vantage, wondrous dread 1 
Would root these beauties as he roots the 
mead. 636 


'Ol let him keep his loathsome cabin still; 
Beauty hath nought to do with such foul fiends: 
Come not within his danger by thy will: 

They that thrive well take counsel 01 their 
friends. 640 

When thou didst name the boar, not to dis¬ 
semble, 

Ifear’d thy fortune, and my joints did tremble. 


'Didst thou not mark my face? was It not 
white? 643 

Saw’st thou not signs of (bar lurk In mine eye? 
Grew I not faint ? And fell I not downright? 
Within my bosom, whereon thou dost lie, 

My boding heart pants, beats, and takes no 


But, like an e art hq u a ke , shakes tbee 00 my 
breast. 64s 


'For when Love reigns, disturbing Jealousy 
Doth call himself Affection's sentinel; 

Gives fklse alarms, snggesteth mutiny. 

And in a peaceful houraoth cry “KSIziU! 65s 
D istem pering gentle Love In Us detin. 

As sir and water do abate the fin. 

'This sour informer, this Into Tuts dim spti 
This canker that eats tip Love's tender spring. 
This carry-tale, disseeuoua Jealousy. . . 

That tomstime true news, somwdm s Buie don 


—-1 at my heart, and whispen famine ear 

That if I love tbee, 1 thy death s ho u ld ft* 1 - 
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‘And more than so, presente th to mine eye 661 To make thee hate the hunting of the boar. 


The picture of an aapry-chafing boar. 

Under whose sharp tanas on his back doth lie 
An image like thyself, all stain’d with gore; <64 
Whose blood upon the fresh flowers being 
shed 

Doth make them droop with grief and hang 
the head. 

'What should I do, seeing thee so indeed. 
That tremble at the imagination? 668 

The thought of it doth make my faint heart 
bleed. 

And fear doth teach it divination: 

I prophesy thy death, my living sorrow, 671 
If thou encounter with the boar to-morrow. 

•But if thou needs wilt hunt, be rul’d by me; 
Uncouple at the timorous flying hare. 

Or at the fox which lives by su&tilty, 

Or at the roe which no encounter dare: 676 
Pursue these fearftil creatures o’er the downs. 
And on thy well-breath’d horse keep with thy 
hounds. 

* And when thou hast on foot the purblind hare, 
Marie the poor wretch, to overshoot his troubles 
How be outruns the winds, and with what 
care 6S1 

He cranks and crosses with a thousand doubles: 
The many musits through the which he goes 
Are like a labyrinth to amaze his foes. 684 

‘Sometime he runs among a flock of sheep, 
To make the cunning hounds «nl«take their 
smell. 

And sometime where earth-delving conies keep, 
To stop the loud pursuers in then: yell, 688 
And sometime sorteth with a herd of deer; 
Danger deviseth shifts; wit waits on fear: 

•For there his smell with others being mingled. 
The hot scent-snuffing hounds am driven to 
doubt, *9* 

Ceasing their clamorous cry dll they have singled 
With much ado the cold fault cleanly out; 


Unlike myself thou bear’s! me moralize, 7 *» 
Applying this to that, and so to so; 

For love can comment upon every woe. 

’Where did I leave?’ ' No matter where,’ quoth 
he; 

‘Leave me, and then the story aptly ends: 716 
The night is spent,’ ‘ Why, what of that? * quoth 
she. 

‘I am,’ quoth he, ’expected of my friends: 
And now ’tis dark, and going 1 shall fall.’ 
’In night,* quoth she, ‘desire sees best of afl. 

‘But if thou fall, OI then imagine this, 7x1 
The earth, in love with thee, toy footing trips. 
And all is but to rob thee of a kiss. 

Rich preys make true men thieves; so do thy 
lips 734 

Make modest Dian cloudy and forlorn. 

Lest she should steal a kiss and die forsworn. 

‘Now of this dark night I perceive the reason: 
Cynthia for shame obscure* her silver shine, 728 
TUI forging Nature be condemn’d of treason. 
For stealing moulds from heaven that were 
divine; 

Wherein she fram'd thee in high heaven’s 
despite, 73 x 

To shame the atm by day and her by night. 

‘And therefore hath she brib’d the Destinies, 
To cross the curious workmanship of nature. 
To mingle beauty with infirmities, 

And pure perfection with impure defea tu re; 756 
Making it subject to the tyranny 
Of maa mischances and much misery; 

’As burning fevers, agues pale and faint. 
Life-poisoning pestilence and frenzies wood, 740 
The marrow-eating sickness, whose attaint 
Disorder breeds by heating of the blood; 
Surfeits, imposthumes, grief, and damn'd 
despair, 

Swear nature’s death for framing thee so fair. 


__ And not the least of aB these maladies 74s 

Then do they spend their mouths: Echo to- But in one minute’s fight brings beauty under: 
plies, Both favour, savour, hue, and qualities. 

As if another chase were in the sides. 6 »< Whereat the impartial gazer tote did wonder 

Are on the sodden wasted, thaw’d and 
done, 78 b 

As mountain-snow melts with the mid-day 


’By dds, poor Wat, for off upon a hill. 

Stands on his hinder legs with listening ear, 

To hearken if his foes pursue him still: sun. 

^ totSS welT ‘Therefore, despite of ftuitiess chastity. 

To one sore sfitiiat £ears the paning-beil. «* 


"Then lhalt thou see the dew-bedabbled wretch 
Turn, and return, indenting with the way; 704 
Each envious briar his weary legs doth s cratch, 
Each shadow makes him stop, each murmur 
stay: 

For misery is trodden on by many. 

And being low never reliev’d by any. 70* 

‘Ue quietly, and hear a little more; 

Nay, do not struggle, for thou shall not rise: 


And barren dearth of daugbtexs and of tope, 


Be 


UP 3 


1 : the lamp Sat burns by night 
1 ail to lend the world hie light. 


•What la thy body but a swallowing grave, 7 J 7 
Seeming to bury that posterity 
Whk* by the rights oftimethouoeeds must have. 
If thou destroy them not in dark obscurity? 7 «o 
If so, the world wfli hold thee in disd a in , 
Stthin thy pride to flrir a hope is slain. 


Km 



VENUS AND ADONIS 1082 


‘ So in thyself thyself art made away; 

A mischief worse than civil home-bred strife. 
Of theirs whose desperate hands themselves do 
slay, 7 6 J 

Or butcher-sire that reaves his son of life. 
Foul-cankering rust the hidden treasure frets. 
But gold that's put to use more gold begets. 

‘Naythen,’quothAdon,‘youwillfallagain 769 
Into your idle over-handled theme; 

The kiss I gave you is bestow’d in vain. 

And all in vain you strive against the stream; 
For by this black-fac’d night, desire’s foul 
nurse, 773 

Your treatise makes me like you worse and 
worse. 

‘If love have lent yon twenty thousand tongues. 
And every tongue more moving than your 
own, 77 « 

Bewitching like the wanton mermaid’s songs, 
Yet from mine ear the tempting tune is blown; 
For know, my heart stands armed in mine 
ear. 

And will not let a false sound enter them; 780 

'Lest the deceiving harmony should run 
Into the quiet closure of my breast; 

And then my little heart were quite undone, 
In his bedchamber to be barr’d of rest. 784 
No, lady, no: my heart longs not to groan, 
But soundly sleeps, while now it sleeps alone. 

'What have you urg’d that I cannot reprove? 
The path is smooth that leadeth on to danger; 
I hate not love, but your device in love, 789 
That lends embracements unto every stranger. 
You do it for increase: O strange excuse! 
When reason is the bawd to lust’s abuse. 792 

‘Call it not love, for Love to heaven is fled. 
Since sweating Lust on earth usurp’d his name; 
Under whose simple semblance he hath fed 
Upon fresh beauty, blotting it with blame; 796 
Which the hot tyrant stains and soon be¬ 
reaves. 

As caterpillars do the tender leaves. 

'Love comforteth like sunshine after rain. 

But Lust’s effect is tempest after sun; 800 
Love’s gentle spring doth always fresh remain. 
Lust's winter comes ere summer half be done. 
Love surfeits not. Lust like a glutton dies; 
Love is ail truth. Lust full of forged lies. 804 

' More I could tell, but more I dare not say; 
The text is old, the orator too green. 
Therefore, in sadness, now I will away; 

My face Is full of shame, my heart of teen: 808 
Mine ears, that to your wanton talk attended, 
Do bum themselves for having so offended.’ 

With this he breaketh from the sweet embrace 
Of those lair arms which bound him to her 
breast, tu 

And homeward through the dark laund runs 
apace; 


Leaves Love upon her back deeply distress’d. 
Look, howabrightstarshooteth from the sky, 
So glides he in the night from Venus’ eye; 8:6 

Which after him she darts, as one on shore 
Gazing upon a late-embarked friend, 

Till the wild waves will have him seen no more. 
Whose ridges with the meeting clouds contend: 
So did the merciless and pitchy night in 
Fold in the object that did feed her sight. 

Whereat amaz’d, as one that unaware 
Hath dropp’d a precious jewel in the flood, 824 
Or ’stonish'd as night-wanderers often are. 
Their light blown out in some mistrustful wood; 
Even so confounded In the dark she lay, 
Having lost the fair discovery of her way. 828 

And now she beats her heart, whereat it groans, 
That all the neighbour caves, as seeming 
troubled. 

Make verbal repetition of her "noans; 

Passion on passion deeply is redoubled: 832 

‘Ay me!’ she cries, and twenty times, ‘Woe, 
woe I’ 

And twenty echoes twenty times cry so. 

She marking them, begins a wailing note. 

And sings extcmporaJJy a woeful ditty; 836 
How love makes young men thrall and old men 
dote; 

How love is wise in folly, foolish-witty: 

Her heavy anthem still concludes in woe, 
And still the choir of echoes answer so. 840 

Her song was tedious, and outwore the night, 
For lovers' hours are long, though seeming 
short: 

If pleas’d themselves, others, they think, delight 
In such like circumstance, with such like 
sport: 844 

Their copious stories, oftentimes begun, 
End without audience, and are never done. 

For who hath she to spend the night withal. 
But idle sounds resembling parasites; 84s 

Like shrill-tongu’dtapsters answering every call, 
Soothing the humour of fantastic wits? 

She says, ‘ Tis so ’: they answer all, ”Tis so ’; 
And would say after her, if she said' No’. 832 

Lot here the gentle lark, weary of rest. 

From his moist cabinet mounts up on high, 
And wakes themoming, from whose silver breast 
The sun ariseth in his majesty; 85a 

Who doth the world so gloriously behold, 
That cedar-tops and hills seem burnish’d gold. 

Venus salutes him with this fair good morrow: 
'O thou clear god, and patron of all light, 860 
From whom each lamp and s hinin g star doth 

The beauteous influence that maks* him bright, 
There lives a son that suck'd an earthly 
mother. 

May lend thee light, at thou dost lend to 
other.' 
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This said, she hasteth to a myrtle grove. 
Musing the morning is so much o’erwors. 
And yet she hears no tidings of her love: 

She hearkens for his hounds and for his nom: 
Anon she hears them chant it lustily, 86» 
And all in haste she coasteth to the ay. 


And there another licking of his wound, 
’Gainst venom’d sores the only sovereign plas¬ 
ter; 916 

And here she meets another sadly scowling, 
To whom she speaks, and he replies with 
howling. 


And as she runs, the bushes in the way 
Some catch her by the neck, some kiss her face. 
Some twine about her thigh to make her stay: 
She wildly breaketh from their strict embrace, 
Like a milch doe, whose swelling dugs do ache, 
Hasting to feed her fawn hid in some brake. 

By this she hears the hounds are at a bay; 877 
Whereat she starts, like one that spies an adder 
Wreath’d up in fatal folds just in his way, 

The fear whereof doth make him shake and 
shudder: 880 

Even so the timorous yelping of the hounds 
Appals her senses, and her spirit confounds. 

For now she knows it is no gentle chase. 

But the blunt boar, rough bear, or lion proud. 
Because the cry remaineth in one place, 88 s 
Where fearfully the dogs exclaim aloud: 
Finding their enemy to be so cum, 

They all strain courtesy who shall cope him 
first. 888 


This dismal cry tings sadly in her ear, 
Through which it enters to surprise her heart; 
Who, overcome by doubt and bloodless fear. 
With cold-pale weakness numbs each feeling 
part; 892 

Like soldiers, when their captain once doth 
yield, 

They basely fly and dare not stay the field. 

Thus stands she in a trembling ecstasy, 

Till, cheering up her senses sore dismay’d, 8»6 
She tells them ’tis a causeless fantasy. 

And childish error, that they are afraid; 

Bids them leave quaking, bids them fear no 
more: 

And with that word she spied the hunted 
boar, »oo 

Whose frothy mouth bepainted all with red. 
Like milk and blood being mingled both to¬ 
gether, 

A second fear through all her sinews spread, 
Which madly hurries her she knows not 
whither: 9°4 

This way she runs, and now she will no further, 
But back retires to rate the boar for murther. 

A thousand spleens bear her a thousand ways. 
She treads the path that she untreads again; 
Her more than haste is mated with delays, 909 
Like the proceedings of a drunken brain. 

Full ofrespccts, yet nought at all respecting, 
In hand with all things, nought at all effect¬ 
ing. 9 U 

Here kennel’d In a brake she finds a hound. 
And asks the weary caitiff for his master. 


When he hath ceas’d bis ill-resounding noise, 
Another flap-mouth’d mourner, black and 
grim, 98« 

Against the welkin volleys out his voice; 
Another and another answer him. 

Clapping their proud tails to the ground 
below. 

Shaking their scratch’d ears, bleeding as they 
go. 984 

Look, how the world’s poor people are amaz’d 
At apparitions, signs, and prodigies. 

Whereon with fearful eyes they long have gaz'd. 
Infusing them with dreadful prophecies; 928 
So she at these sad sighs draws up her breath. 
And, sighing it again, exclaims on Death. 

* Hard-favour’d tyrant, ugly, meagre, lean, 
Hateful divorce of love,’—thus chides she 
Death,— 938 

‘Grim-grinning ghost, earth’s worm, what dost 
thou msan 

To stifle beauty and to steal his breath. 

Who when he liv’d, his breath and beauty set 
Gloss on the rose, smell to the violet? 938 

‘If he be dead, O no! it cannot be. 

Seeing his beauty, thou shouldst strike at it; 
O yes! it may; thou hast no eyes to see. 

But hatefully at random dost thou bit. 940 
Thy mark is feeble age, but thy false dart 
Mistakes that aim and cleaves an infant’s 
heart. 


‘Hadst thou but bid beware, then he had spoke, 
And, hearing him, thy power had lost his 
power. 944 

The Destinies will curse thee for this stroke ; 
They bid thee crop a weed, thou pluck’st a 
flower. 

Love’s golden arrow at him should have fled. 
And not Death’s ebon dart, to strike him 
dead. 948 


‘Dost thou drink tears, that thou provok’st 
such weeping? 

What may a heavy groan advantage thee? 
Why hast thou cast into eternal sleeping 9 fr 
Those eyes that taught all other eyes to see? 
Now Nature cares not for thy mortal vigour. 
Since her best work is ruin’d with thy rigour. 


Here overcome, as one full of despair, 955 
She vail’d her eyelids, who, like sluices, stopp’d 
The crystal tide that from her two cheeks fair 
In the sweet channel of her bosom dropp’d; 
But through the flood-gates breaks the silver 

Andwith hit strong course opens them again. 
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Ol how her eyes and tears did lend and bor¬ 
row; 961 

Her eyes seen in the tears, tears in her eye; 
Both crystals, where they view’d each other’s 
sorrow. 

Sorrow that friendly sighs sought still to dry; 
But like a stormy day, now wind, now rain. 
Sighs dry her cheeks, tears make them wet 
again. 

Variable passions throng her constant woe. 

As striving who should Best become her grief; 
All entertain’d, each passion labours so, 969 
That every' present sorrow seemeth chief, 

But none is best; then join they all together. 
Like many clouds consulting for foul weather. 

By this, far off she hears some huntsman holla; 
A nurse's song ne’er pleas'd her babe so well: 
The dire imagination she did follow 
This sound of hope doth labour to expel; 97* 
For now reviving joy bids her rejoice. 

And flatters her it is Adonis’ voice. 


Whereat her tears began to turn their tide, 
Being prison’d in her eye, like pearls in glass; 
Yet sometimes falls an orient drop beside, 981 
Which her cheek melts, as scorning it should 
pass, 

To wash the foul face of the slutdsh ground, 
Who is but drunken when she seemeth 
drown’d. 984 


strange i 

Not to believe, and yet too credulous; 

Thy weal and woe are both of them extremes; 
Despair and hope make thee ridiculous: 988 
The one doth flatter thee in thoughts untikety. 
In likely thoughts the other kills thee quickly. 


Now she unweaves the web that she hath 
wrought, 

Adonis lives, and Death is not to blame; 99a 
It was not she that call’d him all to naught. 
Now the adds honours to his hateful name; 
She depes him king of graves, and grave tor 
kings. 

Imperious supreme of all mortal things. 99 t 

‘ No, no,’ quoth she,' sweet Death, I did bat jest; 
Yet pardon me, I felt a kind of fear 
Wheats I met the boar, that bloody beast. 
Which knows no pity, but is trill severe; 1000 
Then, gentle shadow,—truth I must con- 

!»■ on thee, fearing my love’s decease. 


* Tis not my fault: the boarprovok’d my ton gue; 
Be wreak’d on him, invisible commander; 1004 
’Tis he, foul creature, that hath done tbee wrong; 
I did but act, he’s author of my slander: 
Grisf hath two tongues: and never women 

dould rule them both without ten women’s 


wit,’ 


toes 


Thus hoping that Adonis is alive. 

Her rash suspect she doth extenuate; 

And that his beauty may the better thrive, 
With Death she humbly doth insinuate; 1012 
Tells him of trophies, statues, tombs; and 
stories 

His victories, his triumphs, and his glories. 

‘O love! ’ quoth she, ‘ how much a fool was I, 
To be of such a weak and silly mind 1016 
To wail his death who lives and must not die 
Till mutual overthrow of mortal kind; 

For he being dead, with him is beauty slain. 
And, beauty dead, black chaos comes again. 

‘Fie, fie, fond love! thou art so full of fear 1021 
As one with treasure laden, hemm'd with 
thieves; 

Trifles, unwitnessed with eye or ear. 

Thy coward heart with false bethinking grieves.’ 
Even at this word she hears a merry horn, 
Whereat she leaps that was but late forlorn. 

As falcon to the lure, away she flies; 

The grass stoops not, she treads on it so light; 
And in her haste unfortunately spies 1029 

The foul boar's conquest on her lair delight; 
Which seen, her eyes, as murder'd with the 
view, 

Like stars aaham’d of day, themselves with¬ 
drew: 1032 

Or, as the snail, whose tender horns being hit, 
Shrinks backwards in his shelly cave with pain. 
And there, ail smother’d up, in shade doth sit, 
Long after fearing to creep forth again: 1036 
So, at his bloody view, her eyes are fled 
Into the deep dark cabins of her head: 

Where they resign their office and their light 
To the disposing of her troubled brain; 1040 
Who bids them still consort with ugly night, 
And never wound the heart with looks again; 
Who, like a king perplexed in his throne. 
By their suggestion gives a deadly groan. 

Whereat each tributary subject quakes; 1049 
As when the wind, imprison’d in the ground, 
Struggling for passage, earth’s foundation 
shakes. 

Which with cold terror doth men’s minds con¬ 
found. 

This mutiny each part doth so surprise 1049 
That from their dark beds once more leap her 
eyes; 

And, being open’d, threw unwilling light 
Upon the wide wound that the boar had 
trench’d 1 os* 

In his soft flank; whose wonted lily white 
Wi th pu rple tears, that his wound wept, was 

No flo wer’was nigh, no grass, herb, leaf, or 

But stole his blood and seam’d with him to 
Meed. 
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This solemn sympathy poor Venus noteth, But this foul, grim, and urchin-snouted boar. 
Over one shoulder doth she hang her bead, Whose downward eye still looluth for a grave, 
Dumbly she passions, frantidy she dotetn; Ne'er saw the beauteous livery that be wore; 
She thinks he could not die, he is not dead: 1060 Witness the entertainment that he gave: 1105 

If he did see his face, why then ricmiw 
He thought to kiss him, and hath kill’d him so. 


Her voice is stopp d, her joints forget to bow, 
Her eyes are mad that they have wept tilinow. 

Upon his hurt she looks so steadfastly, 

, That her sight dazzling makes the wound seem 
three; 1064 

And then she reprehends her mangling eye, 
That makes more gashes where no breach should 
be: 

His face seems twain, each several llmh is 
doubled; 

For oft the eye mistakes, the brain being 
troubled. 1068 

‘My tongue cannot express my grief for one, 
And yet, quoth she, 'behold two Adorn dead! 
My sighs are blown away, my salt tears gone. 
Mine eyes are turn'd to lire, my heart to lead: 
Heavy heart’s lead, melt at mine eyes’ red 
fire! 1073 

So shall I die by drops of hot desire. 

* Alas! poor world, what treasure hast thou lost? 
What face remains alive that's worth the viewing ? 
Whose tongue is music now! what canst thou 
boast 1077 

Of things long since, or anything ensuing? 
The flowers are sweet, their colours fresh and 
trim; 

But true-sweet beauty liv'd and died with him. 

‘Bonnet nor veil henceforth no creature wear! 
Nor sun nor wind will ever strive to kiss you: 
Having no fair to lose, you need not fear; 

The sun doth scorn you, and the wind doth hiss 
you: 1084 

But when Adonis liv’d, sun and sharp air 
Lurk’d like two thieves, to rob him of his fair: 

‘And therefore would he put his bonnet on, 
Under whose brim the gaudy sun would peep; 
The wind would blow it off, and, being gone, 1089 
Play with his locks: then would Adonis weep; 
And straight, in pity of his tender years. 
They both would strive who first should dry 
his tears. 109s 

‘To see his face the lion walk’d along 
Behind some hedge, because he would not fear 
him; 

To recreate himself when he hath sung. 

The tiger would be tame and gently hear him; 
If he had spoke, the wolf would leave bis 
prey, >°97 

And never fright the silly lamb that day. 

‘When he beheld his shadow in the brook, 
The fishes spread on it their golden gills; 1100 
When he was by, the birds such pleasure took. 
That some would sing, some other in their bills 
Would bring him mulberries and ripe-red 

He fed them with hit sight, they him with 
berries. «*“4 


“Tis true, ‘Us true; thus was Adonis slain: 

He ran upon the boar with his sharp spear, un 
Who did not whet his teeth at him again. 

But by a kiss thought to persuade him there; 
And nuzzling in his flank, the loving swine 
Sheath'd unaware the tusk in his soft groin. 

‘Had I been tooth’d like him, I must confess. 
With kissing him I should have kill’d him first; 
But he is dead, and never did he bless 
My youth with his; the more am I accurst.’ mo 
With this she falleth in the place she stood. 
And stains her face with his congealed blood. 

She looks upon his lips, and they are pale: 
She takes him by the hand, and that is cold; 
She whispers in his eats a heavy tale, 1125 

As if they heard the woeful words she told; 
She lifts the coffer-lids that close his eyes, 
Where, lo! two lamps, burnt out, in darkness 
lies; 1128 

Two glasses where herself herself beheld 
A thousand times, and now no more reflect; 
Their virtue lost, wherein they late excell’d. 

And every beauty robb’d of his effect: 1132 
‘ Wonder of time,’ quoth she, ’ this is my spite, 
That, you being dead, the day should yet be 
light. 

’Since thou art dead, iol here I prophesy. 
Sorrow on love hereafter shall attend: 1136 
It shall be waited on with jealousy. 

Find sweet beginning, but unsavoury end; 
Ne’er settled equally, but high or low; 

That ail love’s pleasure shall not match his woe. 

‘It shall be fickle, false, and fell of fraud, 1141 
Bud and be blasted in a breathing-while; 

The bottom poison, and the top o'erstraw'd 
With sweets that shall the truest sight beguile: 
The strongest body shall it make most weak. 
Strike the wise dumb and teach the fool to 
speak. 1146 

‘It shall be sparing and too fell of riot, 
Teaching deerroit age to tread the measures; 
The staring ruffian shall it keep in quiet, iu» 
Pluck down the rich, enrich the poor with trea¬ 
sures; 

It shall be raging mad, and silly mild, 

Make the young old, the old become a child, 

‘It shall suspect where is no cause of fear; tin 
It shall not fear where it should most mistrust; 
It shall be merciful, and too severe, 

And most deceiving when it seems most Just; 
Perverse it shall be, where it shows most to¬ 
ward, ”57 

Put fear to valour, courage to the coward. 
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*ItihaD be cause of war and din evestt, 'Poor flower/ quoth she, 'this was thy fhtheri 

And Kt dissension ’twixt the ion and sire; nfo guise, 

Subject end servile to all discontents, Sweet issue of a more iweet-cselling tire 
As dry combustions matter is to fin: For every little griof to wet his eyet: 

Sith in his prime Death doth my love destroy. To grow unto himself was his desire, iilo 
that love belt their love ihall not enjoy. And to 'tis thine; but know, it it at good 

To wither in my breast as in his blood, 

By this, the boy that by her side lay kill’d 1165 

Was melted like a vapour from her sight, ‘Here was thy father 1 ! bed, here in my breast; 
And in his blood that on the ground lay spilTd, Thou art the next of blood, and ’tis thy right; 
A purple flower sprung up, chequer'd with Lot in this hollow cradle take thy rest n8j 
white: 1168 My throbbing heart shall rock thee day and 

Resembling well hit pale cheeks, and the night: 
blood There shall not be one minute is an hour 

Which in round drops upon their whiteness Wherein 1 will not kiss my sweet love's 
stood. flower,' nil 

She bows her head, the new-sprung flower to Thus weary of the world, away she hies, 
smell. And yokes her silver doves; by whose swift aid 

Comparing it to her Adonis’ breath; 117s Their mistress, mounted, through the empty 
And says within her bosom it shall dwell, sides 
Since he himself is reft from her by death: In her light chariot quickly is convey’d; 1192 
She crops the stalk, and in the breach appears Holding their course to Paphos, when their 

Green dropping sap, which she compares to queen 

tears, 1x76 Means to immure herself and not be seen, 



THE RAPE OF LUCRECE 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY WRIOTHESLY 

EARL OF SOUTHAMPTON AND BARON OF TICHFZELD 

The love 1 dedicate to your lordship la without end; whereof tWi pamphlet, without bcghmias, la bat e superfluous 
moiety. The warrant 1 have of your honourable disposition, not the worth of my untutored tines, makes ttaasured 
of acceptance. What 1 have done is yours; what I have to do is yours; being pert in all I have, devoted yours. 
Wen my worth grater, my duty would show greater; meantime, as it is, it is bound to your lordship, to whom 
I wish long life, still lengthened with happiness, 

Your lordship's in all duty, 

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE. 

THE ARGUMENT 

LUCIUS TARQUINTUS,—for his excessive pride surnamed Super bus,—after he bed censed his own father-in-law, 
Servtui Tullius, to be cruelly murdered, end contrary to the Roman laws and customs, not requiring or steying 
for the people’s suffrages, had possessed himself of the kingdom, went, accompanied with his sons and other noble¬ 
men of Rome, to besiege Ardea. During which siege the principal men of the army meeting one evening at the tent 
of Sextus Tarquinius, the king's son. in their discourses after supper, every one commended the virtues of his own 
wife; among whom ColUtir.ua extolled the incomparable chssttty of his wife Luc re tie. In that nkaaant humour 


the other ladies were ell found dancing end revelling, or in several disports. Whereupon the noblemen yielded 
CoUatinus the victory, end hie wife the feme. At that time Sextus Tarquinius, being inAamad with Lucrece' beauty, 
yet amothering his passion for the present, departed with the rest back to the camp; bom whence he shortly after 
privily withdrew himself, and was, according to his estate, royally entertained and lodged by Lucrece it CoUathim. 
she sense night be treacherously steaieth into her chamber, violently ravished her, and early m the mornin g speedeth 
away. Lucrece, in thia lamentable plight, hastily dispatcheth messengers, one to Rome for her father, end another 
to the camp for Coliatine. They came, the one accompanied with Junius Brutus, the other with Publius Valerius; 
and hading Lucrece attired in mourning habit, demanded the cause of her sorrow. She, first taking an oath of them 
for her revenge, revealed the actor, and the whole manne r of his dealing, and withal suddenly stabbed herself. 
Which done, with one consent they ell vowed to root out the whole hated family of the Tarquins; end, hearing 
the deed body to Rome, Brutus acquainted the people with the doer and manner of the vile deed, with e hitter 
invective against the tyranny of the king: wherewith the people were so moved, that with one consent and e general 
a cc la m ation the Tarquins were ell exiled, end the state government changed bom kings to consuls. 


From the besieged Arden an in post, 

Borne by the trustless wings of false desire, 
Lust-breathed Tarquin leaves the Roman host. 
And to Collatium bears the Ughtless fire 4 
Which, in pale embers hid, lurks to aspire. 
And girdle with embracing flames the waist 
Of Collating’s fair love, Lucrece the chaste. 


Haply that name of chaste unhappily set 8 

This Dateless edge on his keen appetite; 

When Coliatine unwisely did not let 
To praise the clear unmatched red and white 
Which triumph'd in that sky of his delight, is 
Where mortal stars, as bright as heaven’s 
beauties. 

With pure aspects did him peculiar dudes. 

For he the night before, in Tarquin’e tent, 
Unlock’d the treasure of his happy Mate; 16 
wl *Tt prirtlraii irnalfh ttin hnarmt had Mm Ifirt 
I? the potsenion of his beauteous mate: 
Reckoning his fortune at such U|b-pni%d rate. 
That kings might be espoused to more fame, 


An expir'd date, cancell’d ere well begun: 
Honour ami beauty, in the owner’s aims, 
Are weakly fortress'd from a world of harms. 

Beauty itself doth of itself persuade ap 

The eyes of men without an orator: 

What needed) then apology be made 
To set forth that which is 10 singular? 3s 
Or why is Coliatine the publisher 
Of that rich jewel he should keep unknown 
From thievish ears, because It is his own? 

Perchance his boast of Lucrece’ sovereignty 36 
Suggested this proud issue of a king; 

For by our can our hearts oft tainted be: 
Perchance that envy of to rich a thing. 
Braving compare, cfistMnftilly did sting 40 
Hi* high-pitch’d thoughts, that meaner men 
should vaunt 

That golden hap which their s up e ri ors want 

But some untimely thought did instigate 
His all-too-timeless speed, if none of those: 44 
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When at Collatium this false lord arriv’d. 
Well was he welcom’d by the Roman dame, 
Within whose face beauty and virtue striv’d ;> 
Which of them both should underprop her fame; 
When virtue bragg'd, beauty would blush for 
shame; 

When beauty boasted blushes, in despite 
Virtue would stain that o’er with silver 
white. js 


But she, that never cop'd with stranger eyes. 
Could pick no m ea n i n g from their parting 
looks, 100 

Nor read the subtle-shining secrecies 
Writ in the glassy margents of such books: 
She touch’d no unknown baits, nor fear’d no 
hooks; 

Nor could she moralize his wanton sight, 104 
More than his eyes were open'd to the light. 


But beauty, in that white intituled. 

From Venus’ doves doth challenge that fair 
field; 

Then virtue claims from beauty beauty's red, 
Which virtue gave the golden age to gild 6° 
Their silver cheeks, and call’d it then their 
shield; 

Teaching them thus to use it in the fight. 
When shame assail’d, the red should fence 
the white. 

This heraldry in Lucrece' face was seen, 64 
Argu’d by beauty's red and virtue’s white: 

Of either’s colour was the other queen. 
Proving from world’s minority their right: 

Yet their ambition makes them still to fight; 68 
The sovereignty of either being so great. 
That oil they interchange each other’s seat. 

This silent war of lilies and of roses, 

Which Tarquin view’d in her fair face’s field, 7* 
In their pure ranks his traitor eye encloses; 
Where, lest between them both it should be 
kill’d. 

The coward captive vanquished doth yield 
To those two armies that would let him go, 16 
Rather than triumph in so false a foe. 

Now thinks he that her husband's shallow 
tongue— 

The niggard prodigal that prais'd her so— 

In that high task hath done her beauty, wrong. 
Which far exceeds his barren skill to show: 81 
Therefore that praise which Collatine doth 
owe 

Enchanted Tarquin answers with surmise. 
In silent wonder of still-gazing eyes. 64 


He stories to her ears her husband’s fame, 
Won in the fields of fruitful Italy; 

And decks with praises CoUatine’s high name. 
Made glorious by his manly chivalry 109 
With bruised arms and wreaths of victory: 
Her joy with heav’d-up hand she doth ex¬ 
press. 

And, wordless, so greets heaven for his suc¬ 
cess. ns 


Far from the purpose of his coming thither. 
He makes excuses for his being there; 

No cloudy show of stormy blustering weather 
Doth yet in this fair welkin once appear; 116 
Till sable Night, mother of Dread and Fear, 
Upon the world dim darkness doth display. 
And in her vaulty prison stows the Day. 

For then is Tarquin brought unto his bed, iso 
Intending weariness with heavy spright; 

For after supper long he questioned 
With modest Lucrece, and wore out the night 
Now leaden slumber with life’s strength doth 
fight, 1 >4 

And every one to rest themselves betake, 
Save thieves, and cares, and troubled minds, 
that wake. 


As one of which doth Tarquin lie revolving 
The sundry dangers of his will’s obtaining; is 8 
Yet ever to obtain his will resolving. 

Though weak-buiit hopes persuade him to ab¬ 
staining: 

Despair to gain doth traffic oft for gaining; 
And when great treasure is the meed pro¬ 
pos’d, *31 

Though death be adjunct, there’s no death 
suppos’d. 


This earthly saint, adored by this devil. 

Little suspccteth the false worshipper; 

For unstain'd thoughts do seldom dream on 
evil. 

Birds never lim’d no secret bushes fear: 88 
So guiltless she securely gives good cheer 
And reverend welcome to her princely guest, 
Whose inward ill no outward harm express’d: 


Those that much covet are with gain so fond, 
For what they have not, that which they possess 
They scatter and unloose it from their bond, 06 
And so, by hoping more, they have but less; 
Or, gaining more, the profit of excess 
Is but to surfeit, and such griefs sustain. 
That they prove bankrupt In this poor-rich 
gain. 


For that he colour’d with his high estate, 91 
Hiding base sin in plaits of majesty; 

That nothing in him seem’d inordinate. 

Save sometime too much wonder of his eye, 
Which, having all, all could not satisfy; 96 
But, poorly rich, so wanteth in his store, 
That, cloy’d with much, he pineth still for 
mom. 


The aim of ail is but to nurse die life 
With honour, wealth, and ease, in waning age; 
And in this aim there is such thwarting stnie. 
That one for ail, or all for one we gage; 

As life for honour in fell battles’ rage; . 
Honour for wealth; and oft that wealth dote 
cost 

The death of ail, and all together lost. 
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So that in venturing ill we leave to be 148 
The things we are for that which we expect; 
And this ambitious foul infirmity, 

In having much, torments us with defect 
Of that we have: so then we do neglect 152 
The thing we have: and, all for want of wit. 
Make something nothing by augmenting it. 

Such hazard now must doting Tarquin make, 
Pawning his honour to obtain his lust, 136 
And for himself himself he must forsake: 

Then where is truth, if there be no self-trust! 
When shall he think to find a stranger just. 
When he himself himself confounds, betrays 
To slanderous tongues and wretched hateful 
days? 161 

Now stole upon the time the dead of night. 
When heavy sleep had clos’d up mortal eyes; 
No comfortable star did lend his light, 164 

No noise but owls’ and wolves’ death-boding 
cries; 

Now serves the season that they may surprise 
The silly lambs; pure thoughts are dead and 
still. 

While lust and murder wake to stain and kill. 

And now this lustful lord leap’d from his bed, 
Throwing his mantle rudely o’er his arm; 

Is madly toss'd between desire and dread; 

Th’ one sweetly flatters, th’ other feareth harm: 
But honest fear, bewitch’d with lust’s foul 
charm, 173 

Doth too too oft betake him to retire. 
Beaten away by brain-sick rude desire. 

His falchion on a flint he softly smiteth, 176 
That from the cold stone sparks of fire do fly; 
Whereat a waxen torch forthwith he lighteth. 
Which must be lode-star to his lustful eye; 
And to the flame thus speaks advisedly; 180 
‘As from this cold flint I enforc’d this fire. 
So Lucrece must I force to my desire.’ 

Here pale with fear he doth premeditate 
The dangers of his loathsome enterprise, 184 
And in his inward mind he doth debate 
What following sorrow may on this arise: 
Then looking scornfully, he doth despise 187 
His naked armour of still-slaughter’d lust, 
And justly thus controls his thoughts unjust : 

‘Fair torch, burn out thy light, and lend it not 
To darken her whose light excelleth thine: 191 
And die, unhallow’d thoughts, before you blot 
With your uncleanness that which is divine; 
Offer pure incense to so pure a shrine: 

Let fair humanity abhor the deed 
That spots and stains love’s modest snow- 
white weed. 

'O shame to knighthood and to shining arms! 
O foul dishonour to my household’s gravel 
O impious act, including all foul harms! 

A martial man to be soft fancy s slave! *00 
True valour still a true respect should have; 
Then my digression is so vile, so base. 

That it will live engraven in my lace. 


‘Yea, though I die, the scandal will survive, >04 
And be an eye-sore in my golden coat; 

Some loathsome dash the herald will contrive. 
To cipher me how fondly I did dote; 

That my posterity sham'd with the note, 308 
Shall curse my bones, and hold it for no sin 
To wish that I their father had not been. 

‘What win 1 if 1 gain the thing I seek? 

A dream, a bream, a froth of fleeting joy. 213 
Who buys a minute’s mirth to wail a week? 

Or sells eternity to get a toy? 

For one sweet grape who will the vine destroy? 
Or what fond beggar, but to touch the crown. 
Would with me sceptre straight be strucken 
down? 317 

‘If Collatinus dream of my intent, 

Will he not wake, and in a desperate rage 
Post hither, this vile purpose to prevent? 330 
This siege that ham engirt his marriage. 

This blur to youth, this sorrow to the sage. 
This dying virtue, this surviving shame, 
Whose crime will bear an ever-during blame ? 

‘O! what excuse can my invention make, 33s 
When thou shalt charge me with so black a 
deed? 

Will not my tongue be mute, my frail joints 
shake, 

Mine eyes forego their light, my false heart 
bleed? 238 

The guilt being great, the fear doth still exceed; 
And extreme fear can neither fight nor fly, 
But coward-like with trembling terror die. 

‘Had Collatinus kill’d my son or sire, 232 
Or lain in ambush to betray my life. 

Or were he not my dear friend, this desire 
Might have excuse to work upon his wife, 

As in revenge or quittal of such strife: 236 

But as he is my kinsman, my dear friend, 
The shame and fault finds no excuse nor end. 

■Shameful it is; ay, if the fact be known: 
Hateful it is; there is no hate in loving: 340 
I’ll beg her love; but she is not her own: 

The worst is but denial and reproving: 

My will is strong, past reason’s weak removing. 
Who fears a sentence, or an old man’s saw. 
Shall by a painted cloth be kept in awe.’ 243 

Thus, graceless, holds he disputation 
’Tween frozen conscience and hot-burning will, 
And with good thoughts makes dispensation, 
Urging me worser sense for vantage still; 349 
Which in a moment doth confound and kill 
All pure effects, and doth so far proceed. 
That what is vile shows like a virtuous deed. 

Quoth he,' She took me kindly by the hand, 253 
And gaz'd for tidings in my eager eyes, 
Fearing some hard news from the war-Ukeband 
Where her beloved Collatinus lies. 356 

O! how her fear did make her colour rise: 
First red as roses mat on lawn we lay, 

Then white as iawn, the roses took away. 
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‘And how her hand, in my hand being lock’d. 
Forc’d it to tremble with her loyal fear! 361 
Which struck her sad, and then it Cuter rock’d. 
Until her husband’s welfare she did hear; 
Whereat she smiled with so sweet a cheer, 364 
That had Narcissus seen her as she stood. 
Self-love had never drown’d him in the flood. 

’Why hunt I then for colour or excuses? 

411 orators are dumb when beauty pleadeth; a 6 t 
Poor wretches have remorse in poor abases; 
Love thrives not in the heart that shadows 
dreadeth: 

Affection is my captain, and he leadeth: 

And when his gaudy banner is displayed, 373 
The coward fights and will not be dismay’d. 

’Then, childish fear, avaantl debating, die! 
Respect and reason, wait on wrinkled agel 
My heart shall never countermand mine eye: 
Sad pause and deep regard beseem the sage; 377 
My part is youth, and beats these from the stage. 
Desire my pilot is, beauty my prize; 

Then who fears striking where such treasure 
lies?’ sso 

As cotn o'ergrown by weeds, so heedful fear 
Is almost chok’d by unresisted lust 
Away he steals with open listening ear. 

Full of foul hope, and full of fond mistrust; 3S4 
Both which, as servitors to the unjust 
So cron him with thdr opposite persuasion. 
That now be vows a league, and now invasion. 


And in the self-same scat sits Colla tine: 

That eye which looks on her confounds his wits; 
That eye which him beholds, as more divine. 
Unto a view so false will not Incline; 393 
But with a pure appeal seeks to the heart. 
Which once corrupted, takes the worser part; 

And therein heartens up his servile powers. 
Who, flatter’d by their leader’s jocund show. 
Stuff up Ms lust as minutes fill up hours; 397 
And as their captain, so their pride doth grow, 
Paying more slavish tribute than they owe. 

By reprobate desire thus madly lea, 300 
The Roman lord maxebeth to Lucreoe' bed. 

The locks between her chamber and his will, 
Each one by him enforc’d, retires his ward; 
But as they open they all rate his ill, 304 
Which drives the creeping thief to some regard: 
The threshold grates the door to have him heard; 

weaaels shriek to tee him 


And being lighted, by the light he tpiee 31* 
Lucxetia's glove, wherein her needle sticks: 

He takes it from the rushes where it lies. 

And griping it, tile neeld his finger pricks; 

At who should say, ’Tbit glove to wanton 
tricks 330 

Is not inur’d; return again in haste; 

Thou seest our mistress’ ornaments are 
chaste.’ 

But all these poor forblddings could not stay 
him; 

He in the worst sense construes their denial: 334 
The door, the wind, the glove, that did delay 
him. 

Ho takes for accidental things of trial; 

Or as those ban which stop the hourly dial, 
Who with a ling*ring stay his course doth let, 
Till every minute pays the hour his debt. 329 

‘So, so,’ quoth he, ’these lets attend the time. 
Like little Posts that sometime threat the spring, 
To add a more rejoicing to the prime, 333 

And give the sneaped birds more cause to sing. 
Pain pays the income of each precious tiling; 
Huge rocks, high winds, strong pirates, 
shelves and sands. 

The merchant fears, ere rich at home be 
lands.’ 33 * 

Now is he come unto the chamber door, 

That shuts him from the heaven of his thought. 
Which with a yielding latch, and with no more, 
Hatii bant’d him from the Messed thing he 
sought. 340 

So Bom himself impiety hath wrought. 

That for his prey to pray he doth begin, 

As if the heavens should countenance bis sin. 

But in the midst of his unfruitful prayer, 344 
Having solid ted the eternal power 
That his foul thoughts might compass his fair 
fair, v 

And they would stand suspicions to the hour, 
Even there he starts: quoth he, ’I must de¬ 
flower; 34 * 

The powers to whom I pray abhor this fact. 
How can they then assist me in the act? 

‘Then Love and Fortune be my gods, my guide! 
My will is back'd with resolution: 35 * 

Thoughts axe but dreams till their effects be 

The blackest tin is clear’d with absolution 


They fiighi him, yet be still pursues hit fear. 

As each unwilling portal yields Mm way, 309 
Through little vents and crannies of the place 
The wind wars with Ms torch to make him stay. 
And blowi the smoke of it into his face, 311 
Extinguishing Ms conduct in this case: 

But Ms hot heart, which fond desire doth 
scorch. 

Puffs forth another wind that fire* the torch: 


Coven the shame that follows sweet 

This said, his guilty hand pluck’d up the latch. 
And with Ms knee the door he opens wide. 
The dove tieepe feat that this night-owl wfll 
catch: , . 3 ®° 

Thus treason works ere txaHors be espied. 

Who see* the lurking serpent stept aside;_ 

But sh e, sound tieepmg, fearing no socn 

Lfeeat the mney of Ms mortal sting- i «4 
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Into the chamber wickedly he stalks. 

And gazeth on her yet unstained bed. 

The curtains being dose, about he walks. 
Rolling his greedy eyeballs in his head: 368 

By their high treason is his heart misled; 
Which gives the watchword to his hand full 
soon. 

To draw the cloud that hides the silver moon. 


As the grim lion fawneth o’er his prey, 421 
Sharp hunger by the conquest satisfied. 

So o’er this sleeping soul doth Tarquin stay. 
His rage of lust by gazing qualified; 424 
Slack’d, not suppress’d; for standing by her 
side. 

His eye, which late this mutiny restrains. 
Unto a greater uproar tempts his veins: 


Look, as the fair and fiery-pointed sun, 372 
Rushing from forth a cloud, bereaves our sight; 
Even so, the curtain drawn, his eyes begun 
To wink, being blinded with a greater light: 
Whether it is that she reflects so bright, 376 
That dazzleth them, or else some shame sup¬ 
posed, 

But blind they are, and keep themselves en¬ 
closed. 


O! had they in that darksome prison died. 
Then had they seen the period of their ill; 380 
Then Collatine again, by Lucrece’ side, 

In his clear bed might have reposed stul: 

But they must ope, this blessed league to kill. 
And holy-thoughted Lucrece to their sight 384 
Must sea her Joy, her life, her world’s delight. 

Her lily hand her rosy cheek lies under. 
Cozening the pillow of a lawful kiss: 

Who, therefore angry, seems to part in sunder. 
Swelling on either side to want his bliss; 389 
B etween whose hills her head entombed is: 
Where, like a virtuous monument she lies. 
To be admir’d of lewd unhallow’d eyes. 391 


Without the bed her other fair hand was, 

On the green coverlet; whose perfect white 
Show’d like an April daisy on the grass. 

With pearly sweat, resembling dew of night. 398 
Heroes, like marigolds, had sheath’d their 

And canopied in darkness sweetly lay, 

Tin they might open to adorn the day. 

Her hair, like golden threads, play’d with her 
breath; 400 

O modest wantons! wanton modesty! 
Showing life’s triumph in the map of death. 
And death's dim look in life’s mortality: 

Each in her sleep themselves so beautify, 404 
As if between them twain there were no strife, 
But that life liv’d in death, and death in life. 

Her breasts, like ivory globes circled with blue, 
A pair of maiden worlds unconquered, 408 
Save of their lord no bearing yoke they knew. 
And him by oath they truly honoured. 

These worlds in Tarquin new ambition bred; 
Who, like a foul usurper, went about 41* 
From this fair throne to heave the owner out. 


What could he see but mightily he noted? 
What did he note but strongly he dcsir d? 
What he beheld, on that he firmly doted, 418 
•And in Us will his wflftil eye he fir’d. 

With more than admiration ha admir d 
Her azure veins, her alabaster skin. 

Her coral lips, her snow-white dimpled chin. 


And they, like straggling slaves for pillage fight- 
ing, 42i 

Obdurate vassals fell exploits effecting. 

In bloody death and ravishment delighting. 
Nor children’s tears nor mothers' groans re¬ 
specting, 

Swellin their pride, the onset still expecting: 43a 
Anon his beating heart, alarum striking, 
Gives the hot charge and bids them do their 
liking. 


His drumming heart cheers up his burning 
eye. 

His eye commends the leading to his hand; 438 
His hand, as proud of such a dignity. 

Smoking with pride, march’d on to make his 
stand 

On her bate breast, the heart of ail her land; 
Whose ranks of blue veins, as his hand did 
scale, 440 

Left their round turrets destitute and palp.^' 


They, mustering to the quiet cabinet 
Where their dear governess and lady lies. 

Do tell her she is dreadfully beset, 444 

And flight her with confusion of their cries: 
She, much amaz’d, breaks ope ha lock’d-up 
eyes. 

Who, peeping forth this tumult to behold. 
Are by his flaming torch dinun'd and con- 
troli’d. 448 

Imagine her as one in dead of night 
From forth dull sleep by dreadful fanfcy waking. 
That thinks she hath beheld some ghastly sprite. 
Whose grim aspect sets every joint a-shaking; 
What terror 'tisl but she, itfworser taking. 433 
From sleep disturbed, heedfully doth view 
The sight which makes supposed tenor true. 


Wrapp'd and confounded in a thousand fears. 
Like to a new-kill'd bird she trembling lies; 437 
She dares not look; yet, winking, there appears 
Quick-shifting antics, ugly in her eyes: 

Such shadows are the weak brain’s forgeries; 
Who, angry that the eyes fly from their lights, 

In darkness daunts them with more dreadful 
sights. 

His hand, that yet remains upon her breast. 
Rude ram to batter such an ivory wall! 484 
May feel her heart,—poor citizen,—distress’d 
Wounding itself to death, rise up and fall, 
Beating her bulk, that his hand shakes withal. 
This moves in him more rage, and lesser 
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First, like a trumpet, doth his tongue begin 
To sound a parley to his heartless foe; 

Who o’er the white sheet peers her whiter 
chin, 47 > 

The reason of this rash alarm to know. 

Which he by dumb demeanour seeks to show; 
But she with vehement prayers urgeth still 
Under what colour he commits this ill. 476 

Thus he replies: ‘The colour in thy face,— 
That even for anger makes the lily pale, 

And the red rose blush at her own disgrace,— 
Shall plead for me and tell my loving tale; 48a 
Under that colour am I come to scale 
Thy never-conquer’d fort: the fault is thine. 
For those thine eyes betray thee unto mine. 

‘Thus I forestall tbee,lfthou mean to chide: 484 
Thy beauty hath ensnar’d thee to this night. 
Where thou with patience must my will abide. 
My will that marks thee for my earth’s delight, 
Which I to conquer sought with all my 
might; 488 

But as reproof and reason beat it dead. 

By thy bright beauty was it newly bred. 

‘I see what crosses my attempt will bring; 

I know what thorns the growing rose defends; 
I think the honey guarded with a sting; 493 
All this, beforehand, counsel comprehends: 
But will is deaf and hears no heedful friends; 
Only he hath an eye to gaze on beauty, 496 
And dotes on what he looks, 'gainst law or 
duty. 

‘I have debated, even in my soul. 

What wrong, what shame, what sorrow I shall 
breed: 

But nothing can affection’s course control, 500 
Or stop the headlong fury of his speed. 

I know repentant tears ensue the deed. 
Reproach, disdain, and deadly enmity; 

Yet strive 1 to embrace mine infamy.’ 504 

This said, he shakes aloft his Roman blade, 
Which like a falcon towering in the skies, 
Coucheth the fowl below with his wings’ shade, 
Whose crooked beak threats if he mount he 
dies: 308 

So under his insulting falchion lies 
Harmless Lucretia, marking what he tells 
With trembling fear, as fowl hear falcon’s 
bells. 

‘Lucrece,’ quoth he, ‘this night I must enjoy 
thee: 312 

If thou deny, then force must work my way, 
For in thy bed I purpose to destroy thee: 
That^done, some worthless ala/e of thine I’U 

To kHz' thine honour with thy life’s decay: 316 
And in thy dead arms do I mean to place him. 
Swearing I slew him, seeing thee embrace him. 

‘So thy surviving husband shall remain 
The scornful mark of every open eye; 

Thy kinsmen hang their heads at tUs disdain. 


Thy issue blurt’d with nameless bastardy: 
And thou, the author of their obloquy, 

Shalt have thy trespass cited up in rimes, 324 
And sung by children in succeeding times 

‘But if thou yield, I rest thy secret friend: 

The fault unknown is as a thought unacted; 
A little harm done to a great good end, 328 
For lawful policy remains enacted. 

The poisonous simple sometimes is compacted 
In a pure compound; being so applied, 

His venom in effect Is purified. 332 

‘Then for thy husband and thy children’s sake. 
Tender my suit: bequeath not to their lot 
The shame that from them no device can take, 
The blemish that will never be forgot; 536 
Worse than a slavish wipe or birth-hour’s blot: 
For marks descried in men's nativity 
Are nature’s faults, not their own infamy.’ 

Here with a cockatrice’ dead-killing eye 340 
He rouseth up himself, and makes a pause; 
While she, the picture of pure piety. 

Like a white hind under the gripe’s sharp claws, 
Pleads in a wilderness where are no laws, 344 
To the rough beast that knows no gentle 
right. 

Nor aught obeys but his foul appetite. 

But when a black-fac'd cloud the world doth 
threat. 

In his dim mist the aspiring mountains hiding. 
From earth’s dark womb some gentle gust doth 
get, 549 

Which blows these pitchy vapours from their 
biding. 

Hindering their present fall by this dividing; 
So his unhallow’d haste her words delays, 55* 
And moody Pluto winks while Orpheus plays. 

Yet, foul night-waking cat, he doth but dally, 
While in his hold-fast fcot the weak mouse 
panteth: 

Her sad behaviour feeds his vulture folly, S5« 
A swallowing gulf that even in plenty wanteth: 
His ear her prayers admits, but his heart gran teth 
No penetrable entrance to her plaining: 
Tears harden lust though marble wear with 
raining. 58° 

Her pity-pleading eyes arc sadly fix’d 
In the remorseless wrinkles of his face; 

Her modest eloquence withsighs is mix'd, 
Which to her oratory adds more grace. 584 
She puts the period often from his place; 

And midst the sentence so her accent breaks. 
That twice she doth begin ere once she speaks. 

She conjures him by high almighty Jove, 5«* 
By knighthood, gentry, and sweet friendship s 
oath. 

By her untimely tears, her husband’s love, 

By holy human law, and common troth. 

By heaven and earth, and all the power of both, 
That to his borrow’d bed he make retire, 573 
And stoop to honour, not to fool desire. 
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Quoth she, ‘Reward not hospitality 

With such black payment as thou hast pre¬ 
tended: 576 

Mud not the fountain that gave drink to thee; 

Mar not the thing that cannot be amended; 

End thy ill aim before thy shoot be ended; 

He is no woodman that doth bend his bow 
To strike a poor unseasonable doe. ssi 

‘My husband is thy friend, for his sake spare 
me; 

Thyself art mighty, for thine own sake leave 
me; 

Myself a weakling, do not, then, ensnareme; 584 

Thou look’dst not like deceit, do not deceive me. 

My sighs, like whirlwinds, labour hence to 
heave thee; 

If ever mnn were mov’d wi th woman’s moans, 
Be moved with my tears, my sighs, my 
groans. 388 


‘Hast thou command? by him that gave it 
thee, S24 

From a pure heart command thy rebel will: 
Draw not thy sword to guard iniquity. 

For it was lent thee all that brood to kill. 

Thy princely office how canst thou fulfil, 628 
When, pattern’d by thy fault, foul sin may 
say. 

He leara’d to sin, and thou didst teach the 
way? 

‘Think but how vile a spectacle it were. 

To view thy present trespass in another. 631 
Men’s faults do seldom to themselves appear; 
Their own transgressions partially they smother: 
This guilt would seem death-worthy in thy 
brother. 

01 how are they wrapp’d in with infamies 636 
That from their own misdeeds askance their 
eyes. 


4 All which together, itke a troubled ocean, 
Beat at thy rocky and wrack-ihrerUening heart. 
To soften it with their continual motion; 

For stones dissolv’d to water do convert. 59a 
O! if no harder than a stone thou art, 

Melt at my tears, and be compassionate; 
Soft pity enters at an iron gate. 

In Tarquin's likeness I did entertain thee; 596 
Hast thou put on his shape to do him shame? 
To all the host of heaven I complain me. 

Thou wroug’st his honour, wound’st his 
princely name. 

Thou art not what thou seem’st; and if the 
same, . 600 

Thou scem’st not what thou art, a god, a king; 
For kings like gods should govern every thing. 

‘How will thy shame be seeded in thine age, 
When thus thy vices bud before thy spring! 604 
If in thy hope thou dar'sl do such outrage, 
What dar’st thou not when once thou art a king ? 
O! be remembered no outrageous thing 
From vassal actors can be wip’d away; 608 
Then kings’ misdeeds cannot be hid in clay. 

‘ This deed will make thee only lov’d for fear; 
But happy monarchs still are fear’d for love: 
With foul offenders thou perforce must bear, 
When they in thee the like offences prove: 613 
If but for fear of this, thy will remove; 

For princes are the glass, the school, the book. 
Where subjects’ eyes do learn, do read, do 
look. M 


‘To thee, to thee, my heav*d-up hands appeal, 
Not to seducing lust, thy rash relier: 

I sue for exil’d majesty’s repeal; 640 

Let him return, and flattering thoughts retire: 
His true respect will prison false desire. 

And wipe the dim mist from thy doting eyne. 
That thou shalt see thy state and pity mine. 

‘Have done,’ quoth he: ‘my uncontrolled tide 
Turns not, but swells the higher by this let. 
Small lights are soon blown out, huge fires 
abide, 

And with the wind in greater fury fret: 648 
The petty streams that pay a daily debt 
To their salt sovereign, with their fresh fab"’ 

haste 

Add to his flow, but alter not his taste.’ 

‘Thou art,’ quoth she, ‘a sea, a sovereign 
king; $ 3 * 

And lo! there falls into thy boundless flood 
Black lust, dishonour, shame, misgoverning. 
Who seek to stain the ocean of thv blood. 

If all these petty ills shall change thy good, 636 
Thy sea within a puddle’s womb is hears’d, 
* And not the puddle in thy sea dispers'd. 

‘So shall these slaves be king, and thou their 
slave; .. , 

Thou nobly base, they basely dignified; 660 
Thou their fair life, and they thy fouler grave; 
Thou loathed in their shame, they in thy pnde: 
The lesser thing should not the greater hide; 
The cedar stoops not to the base shrub’s 
foot, S64 

But low shrubs wither at the cedar’s root. 


And wilt thou be the school where Lust shall 
. learn? „ 

Must he in tbee lead lectures of such shame? 
tVilt thou be glass wherein it shall discern 
Authority for sin, warrant for blame, #»o 
■'-privilege dishonour in thy name? 

Thou back’st reproach against long-uvin* 
laud, 

And mak’st fair reputation but a bawd. 


‘ So let thy thoughts, low vassals to thy state 
‘Nomore,’ quoth he;‘by heaven, l will not hear 
ttlOC * 

Yield to my love; if not, enforced hate, M8 
Instead of love’s coy touch, shall rudely tear 
thti?c * 

That done, despltefully I mean to bear thee 
Unto the base bed of some rascal groom. 

To be thy partner in this shameful doom. 67a 
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This said, he sets his foot upon the light. 

For light and lost are deadly enemies: 

Shame folded up in blind concealing night. 
When most unseen, then most doth tyrannize. 
The wolf hath seiz'd his prey, the poor lamb 
cries: 677 

Till with her own white fleece her voice con- 
troll’d 

Entombs her outcry in her lips’ sweet fold: 


For with the nightly linen that she wears 680 
He pens her piteous clamours in her head. 
Cooling his hot face in the chastest tears 
That ever modest eyes with sorrow shed. 

Ol that prone lust should stain so pure a bed. 
The spots whereof could weeping purify, 685 
Her tears should drop on them perpetually. 

But she hath lost a dearer thing than life. 

And he hath won what he would lose again; 
This forced league doth force a further strife; 
This momentary joy breeds months of pain; 
This hot desire converts to cold disdain: 

Pure Chastity is rifled of her store, 692 
And Inst, the thief, far poorer than before. 

Look! as the fbH-fed hound or gorged hawk. 
Unapt for tender smell or speedy flight. 

Make slow pursuit, or altogether balk 69s 
The prey wherein by nature they delight; 

So surfeit-taking Tarquin fares this night: 

His taste delicious, in digestion souring, 
Devours his will, that liv’d by foul devouring. 

O! deeper sin than bottomless conceit 701 

Can comprehend in still imagination; 
Drunken Desire must vomit his receipt. 

Era he can see his own abomination. 704 

While Lust is in his pride, no exclamation 
Can curb his heat, or rein his rash desire, 
Till like a jade Sen-will himself doth tire. 

And then with lank and lean discolour’d cheek, 
With heavy eye, knit brow, and stra ng t h l e ss 
pace, 709 

Feme Desire, all recreant, poor, and meek, 
Like to a bankrupt beggar wails his case: 

The flesh being proud. Desire doth fight with 
Grace, 7 » 

For three it revels; and when that decays. 
The guilty rebel for remission prays. 


So fares it with this faultfhl lord of Rome, 
Who this accomplishment so hotly chas’d; 7:6 
For now against himself be sounds this doom. 
That through the length of times he stands dis¬ 
grac’d; 

Besides. Ms soul’s fair temple is defac’d; 

To whose weak ruins muster troops of cares, 
To gsk the spotted princess how she fares. 731 

She says, her subjects with foul insurrection 
Have batter'd down her consecra t ed wall. 
And by their mortal fault brought in subjection 
Her immortality, and made her this.-; 7*5 
To Bring denrti, and pain peroetnal: 


Which in her prescience she controlled still. 
But her foresight could not forestall their 
will. 7*8 

Even in this thought through the dark night he 
stealeth, 

A captive victor that hath lost in gain: 
Bearing away the wound that nothing healeth. 
The scar that will despite of cure remain; 73* 
Leaving his spoil perplex’d in greater pain. 
She bears the load of lust he left behind. 
And he the burden of a guilty mind. 

He like a thievish dog creeps sadly thence, 736 
She like a wearied lamb lies panting there; 

He scowls and hates himself for his offence,. 
She desperate with her nails her flesh doth 
tear; 

He faintly flies, sweating with guilty fear, 740 
She stays, exclaiming on the direful night: 
He runs, and chides his vanish’d, loath'd 

He thence departs a heavy convertite, 

She there remains a hopeless castaway: 744 
He in his speed looks for the morning light. 
She prays she never may behold the day; 

’ For day,’ quoth the, ’ night’s ’scapes doth open 
lay. 

And my true eyes have never practis'd how 
To cloak offences with a cunning brow. 749 

'They think not but that every eye can see 
The mi* disgrace which they themselves be¬ 
hold; 

And therefore would they still In darkness be. 
To have their unseen sin remain untold; 753 
For they their guilt with weeping w&l unfold. 
And grave, like water that doth eat In steel. 
Upon my cheeks what helpless shame I feel. 

Here she exclaims agoiqrt repose and rest, 757 
And bids her eyes hereafter still be blind. 

She wakes her heart by beating on her breast. 
And bids it leap from thence where it may And 
Some purer dust to dose so pure a mind. 7 6 > 
Frantic with grief thus breathes she forth 
ha spite 

Against the uns e en s e cr e cy of nig ht ; 

’O comfort-kflUng Night, image of belli 784 
Dim register and notary of shame! 

Black stage for tragedies and murders fell I 
Vast sin-concealing chaos 1 nurse of blame! 
Blind muffled bawd! dark harbour for defeme I 
Grim cave of death! whispering conspir a tor 
Wife dose-tongu’d treason and the ravisher I 

’O hateful, vaporous, and foggy Night! 

Since thou art guilty of my curseless crime, 77 * 
Muster fey mists to meet the eastern Ught, 
Make war against proportion’d course of time; 
Or if thou wilt permit the sun to climb 
His wonted height, yet ere he go to bed. 77 « 
Knit poisonous clouds about Ms golden 
head. 
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‘With rotten damps ravish the morning air: 
Let their exhal'd unwholesome breaths ny<V«i 
side 



'When now I have no one to blush with me, 
To cross their arms and hang their beads with 
mine, 793 

To ma s k their brows and hide their infamy; 
But I alone alone must sit and pine. 
Sea s o ning the earth with showers at stiver 
brine, 796 

Mingling my talk with tears, my grief with 
groans. 

Poor wasting monuments of lasting moans. 

’O Night I thou furnace of foul-reeking smoke. 
Let not the Jealous Day behold that face loo 
Which underneath thy black all-hiding cloak 
Immodestly lies martyr’d with disgrace: 

Keep still possession of thy gloomy place. 
That all the faults which in thy reign are 
made 804 

May likewise be sepulchred in thy shade. 

‘Make me not object to the tell-tale Day! 

The light will show, character’d in my brow. 
The story of sweet chastity’s decay, 808 
The impious breach of holy wedlock vow: 
Yea, the Illiterate, that know not how 
To ’cipher what is writ in learned books. 
Will quota my loathsome trespass in my 
looks. *» 


Reproach is stamp’d in Collatihus’ face, 

And Tarquin’s eye may read toe mot afar. 
How he in peace is wounded, not in war. 
Alas) how many-bear such shameful blows, 
Which not themselves, but be that gives them 
knows. 133 

‘If, Colladne, thine honour lay In me. 

From me by strong assault it is bereft. 

My honey lost, and I, a drone-like bee, 836 
Have no perfection of my summer left. 

But robb r d and ransack’d by injurious theft: 
In thy weak hi vea wandering wasp hath crept. 
And suck'd the honey which thy chaste bee 
kept. I40 

’Yet am I guilty of thy honour’s wrack; 

Yet for thy honour did I eptestetin him; 
Coming from thee, I could not put him back. 
For it had been dishonour to disdain him: S44 
Besides, of weariness he did complain him. 
And talk’d of virtue: O! uniook’d-for evil. 
When virtue is profan’d in such a devil. 

* Why should the worm intrude the maiden bud ? 
Or hateful cuckoos hatch in sparrows’ nests? 
Or toads infect fair founts with venom mud? 
Or tyrant folly lurk in gentle breasts? 

Or kings be breakers of their own behests? 8ja 
But no perfection is so absolute, 

That some impurity doth not pollute, 

‘The aged man that coffera-up his gold 
Is plagu’d with cramps and gouts and painftil 
fits; sje 

And scarce hath eyes his treasure to behold, 
But like still-pining Tantalus he sits. 

And useless barns the harvest of ms wits; 
Having no other pleasure of his gain 860 
But torment that it cannot cure his pain. 

‘So then he hath it when he cannot nse it. 
And leaves it to be master’d by his young; 
Who in their pride do presently abuse it: 864 
Their father was too weak, and they too strong. 
To hold their cursed-blessed fortune long. 
The sweets we wish for turn to loathed sours 
Even in the moment that we call them ours. 


’The nurse, to still her child, will tell my story, 
And fright her dying babe withTarquin'snsme; 
The orator, to deck his oratory. 

Will couple my reproach to Tarquin’s shame; 
Feast-finding minstrels, tuning my defame, I17 
Will tie the hearers to attend each line. 
How Tarquin wronged me, I Colladne. 


’Let my good nanmtbat senseless reputation. 
For Collatine’s dearlove be kept unspotted: esi 
I f that be made a theme for disputation, 

The branches of another root are rotted, 

And undesenfd reproach to him allotted tas 
That is as Bear from this attaint of mine. 
As 1 ere this was pure to C o llad n e. 


*P unseen shame! invisible disgrace! 

O unfclt sore I crest-wounding, private scar! tsi 


‘Unruly blasts wait on the tender spring; 869 
Unwholesome weeds take root with precious 
flowers; 

The adder hisses where the sweet birds sing; 
What virtue breeds iniquity devours: 87a 

We have no good that we can say is ours. 

But ill-annexed Opportunity 
Or kilia his life, or else his quality. 


‘O Opportunity! thy guilt is great, 876 

*Tis thou that exeent’st the traitors treason; 
Thou sett’it the wolf where be the lamb may get; 
Whoever plots the sin, thou point’st the season; 
Tis thou that spum’st at right, at law, at 
reason; <80 

And In thy thady ceU, where now may tpy 

SitsSln to seize the souls that winder by him. 
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'Thou mak’st the vestal violate her oath; 
Thou blow’st the hie when temperance Is 
thaw’d: 884 

Thou smother’st honesty, thou murder’st troth; 
Thou foul abettor) thou notorious bawd) 
Thou plantest scandal and displaced laud: 
Thou ravisher, thou traitor, thou false thief. 
Thy honey turns to gall, thy joy to grief 1 889 

'Thy secret pleasure turns to open shame. 
Thy private feasting to a public fast, 

Thy smoothing titles to a ragged name, 89a 
Thy sugar’d tongue to bitter wormwood taste: 
Thy violent vanities can never last. 

How comes it, then, vile Opportunity, 
Being so bad, such numbers seek for thee? 

'When wilt thou be the humble suppliant's 
friend, 897 

And bring him where his suit may be obtain’d? 
When wilt thou sort an hour great strifes to end ? 
Or Dree that soul which wretchedness hath 
chain’d? 900 

Give physic to the sick, ease to the pain’d? 
The poor, lame, blind, halt, creep, cry out for 
thee; 

But they ne'er meet with Opportunity. 

The orphan pines while ttwoppressorieecls; 
Justice is feasting while the widow weeps; 

Ad vice is sporting while infection breeds: 
Thou grant'st no time for charitable deeds: 908 
Wrath, envy, treason, rape, and murder’s 
rages. 

Thy heinous hours wait on them as their 
pages. 

'When Truth and Virtue have to do with thee, 
A thousand crosses keep them from thy aid: 912 
They buy thy help; but Sin ne’er gives a fee, 
He gratis comes; and thou art well appaid 
As well to hear as grant what he hath said. 



'Guilty thou art of murder and of theft. 
Guilty of perjury and subornation. 

Guilty of treason, forgery, and shift, 920 
Guilty of incest, that abomination; 

An accessary by thine inclination 
To all sins past, and all that are to come. 
From the creation to the general doom. 924 

'Mis-shapen Time, copesmate of ugly Night, 
Swift subtle post, earner of grisly care. 

Eater of youth, false slave to false delight. 
Base watch of woes, sin's pack-horse, virtue’s 
snare; 928 

Thou nursest all, and murderest all that are; 
O! hear me, then, injurious, shifting Time, 
Be guilty of my death, since of my crime 

‘Why hath thy servant. Opportunity, 932 

Betray'd the hours thou gav’st me to repose? 
Cancdl’d my fortunes, and enchained me 
To s sidlc aa date of never-ending worn? 


Time’s office is to fine the hate of foes; 93s 
To eat up errors by opinion bred. 

Not spend the dowry of a lawful bed. 

'Time’s glory is to calm contending kings, 

To unmask falsehood and bring truth to light. 
To stamp the seal of time in aged things, 941 
To wake the mom and sentinel the night, 

To wrong the wronger till he render nght. 

To ruinate proud buildings with thy houn. 
And smear with dust their glittering golden 
towers; 943 

'To fill with worm-holes stately monuments. 
To feed oblivion with decay or things, 

To blot old books and alter their contents, 948 
To pluck the quills from ancient ravens’ wings. 
To dry the old oak’s sap and cherish springs, 
To spoil antiquities of hammer’d steel. 

And turn the giddy round of Fortune’s 
wheel; 932 

‘ To show the beldam daughters ot her daughter. 
To make the child a man, the man a child. 
To slay the tiger that doth live by slaughter. 
To tame the unicorn and lion wild, 93 $ 

To mock the subtle, in themselves beguil’d. 
To cheer the ploughman with increaseful 
crops. 

And waste huge stores with little water-drops. 


‘Why work’st thou mischief in thy pilgrimage. 
Unless thou couldst return to make amends? 
One poor retiring minute in an age 
Would purchase thee a thousand thousand 
friends, 

Lending him wit that to bad debtors lends: 964 
O! this dread night, wouldst thou one hour 
come back, 

Icould prevent this storm and shun thy wrack. 


‘Thou ceaseless lackey to eternity, 

With some mischance, cross Tarquin In his 
flight: ^ »«8 

Devise extremes beyond extremity, 

To make him curse this cursed crimefbl night: 
Let ghastly shadows his lewd eyes aSrigbt, 
And the dire thought of his committed evil 
Shape every bush a hideous shapeless devil. 


' Disturb his hours of rest with restless trances, 
Afflict him in his bed with bedrid groans; 

Let there bechance him pitiful mischances 978 
To make him moan, but pity not his moans; 
Stone him with harden’d hearts, harder than 
stones; 

And let mild women to him low their mild¬ 
ness. 

Wilder to him than tigers In their wildness. 


‘Let him have time to tear his curled hair. «8i 
Let him have time against himself to rave. 
Let him have time o? Time’s help to despair. 
Let him have time to live a loathed slave, » 8 * 
Let him have time a beggar's ortt to crave. 
And time to tee one that by alms doth five 
Disdain to him disdained scraps to give. 
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‘Let him have time to see his friends his foes. 
And merry fools to mock at him resort; 989 
Let him have time to mark how slow time goes 
In time of sorrow, and how swift and short 
His time of folly and his time of sport; 99s 
And ever let his unrecalling crime 
Have time to wail the abusing of his time. 


'In vain,' quoth she, 'I live, and seek in vain 
Some happy mean to end a hapless life: 104s 
I fear’d by Tarquin’s falchion to be sl ain. 

Yet for the self-same purpose seek a knife: 
But when I fear’d I was a loyal wife: i°4S 

So am I now: O no I that cannot be; 

Of that true type hath Tarquin rifled me. 


‘O Timet thou tutor both to good and bad, 
Teach me to curse him that thou taught'st this 
ill; 99s 

At his own shadow let the thief run mad, 
Himself himself seek every hour to kill: 

Such wretched hands such wretched blood 
should spill; 999 

For who so base would such an office have 
As slanderous deathsman to so base a slave! 


‘The baser is he, coming from a king, 

To shame bis hope with deeds degenerate: 
The mightier man, the mightier is the thing 1004 
That makes him honour’d, or begets him hate; 
For greatest scandal waits on greatest state. 
The moon being clouded presently is miss’d. 
But little stars may hide them when they list. 


‘The crow may bathe his coal-black wings in 
mire, 1009 

And unperceiv'd fly with the filth away: 

But if the like the snow-white swan desire. 
The stain upon his silver down will stay. 1012 
Poor grooms are sightless nieht. kings glorious 
day. 

Gnats are unnoted wheresoe’er they fly. 

But eagles gaz’d upon with every eye. 

'Out, idle words I servants to shallow fools, 1016 
Unprofitable sounds, weak arbitrators! 

Busy yourselves in ikffi-cocteKfing schools; 
Debate where leisure serves with dull debaters; 
To trembling clients be you mediators: 10*0 
For me, I force not argument a straw, 

Since that my case is past the help of law. 


‘In vain I rail at Opportunity. 

At Time, at TarqmaTimduncheerflil Night; 
In vain I cavil with my infamy, xoaj 

In vain I spurn at my confirm'd despite; 

This helpless smoke of words doth me no right 
The remedy indeed to do me good, 102a 
Is to let forth my foul-defiledblood. 


Poor hand, why quiver’ll thou at this decree? 
Honour thyself to rid me of this shame; 

For if I die, my honour lives in thee, 103a 
But if 1 five, thou liv’st in my defame; 

Since thou couldst not defend thy loyal dame. 
And wait afeard to scratch her wicked foe. 
Kill both thyself and her for yielding so.' read 


This said, from her be-tumbled couch the start- 

To fin!& some desperate instrument of death: 
But this no slaughter-house no tool imparteth 
To make more vent for passage of her breath; 
Which, thronging through her ups, so vaniaheth 
As smoke from dStna, that in sir consumes. 
Or that which from discharged cannon fttmea. 


‘O! that is gone for which I sought to live, 
And therefore now I need not fear to die. toja 
To clear this spot by death, at least I give 
A badge of fame to slanders livery; 

A dying life to living infamy. 

Poor helpless help, the treasure stol’n away. 
To bum the guiltless casket where it lay? 1057 

'Well, well, dear CoUadne, thou shalt not know 
The stained taste of violated troth; 

I will not wrong thy true affection so, »o 6 o 
To flatter thee with an infringed oath; 

This bastard graff shall never come to growth; 
He shall not boast who did thy stock pollute 
That thou art doting father of his fruit. 1064 

‘Nor shall he smile at thee In secret thought. 
Nor laugh with his companions at thy state; 
But thou shalt know thy interest was not bought 
Basely with gold, but stol’n from forth thy 
gate. 106S 

For me, I am the mistress of my fate, 

And with my trespass never will dispense. 
Till life to death acquit my forc’d offence. 


‘I will not poison thee with my attaint, 107s 
Nor fold my fault in cleanly-coin’d excuses; 
My sable ground of sin I will not paint, 

To hide the truth of this false night’s abuses; 
My tongue shall utter all; mine eyes, like 
sluices, 1076 

As from a mountain-spring that feeds a dale. 
Shall gush pure streams to purge my impure 


By this, lamenting Philomel had ended 1079 
The well-tun’d warble of her nightly sorrow, 
And solemn night with slow sad gait descended 
To ugly hell; when, lot the blushing morrow 
Lends light to all fair eyes that light will bor¬ 
row: 

But cloudy Lncmce shames herself to see. 
And therefore still in night would cloister’d 
be. tosj 


Revealing day through every cranny spies, 
And seems to point her out where she sits weep- 


sbe sobbing speaks: ‘O eve of eyes! 
it thou through my window? leave 
thy peeping; 10S9 


Mock with thy tickling beams eye* that ate 
deeping: 

Brand not my forehead with thy piercing 
light. 

For day hath nought to do what’s done by 
night . 1 toga 
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Thus cavils the with everything she sect: 

Tree grief is fond and testy as a child. 

Who wayward once, his mood with nought 
agrees: 

Old woes, not infant sorrows, bear them mild; 
Continuance tames the one; the other wild, 1097 
Like an unpractis'd swimmer plunging still. 
With toomuch labour drowns forwantofskill. 

So she. deet>-drenched in a sea of care, xioo 
Holes disputation with each thing she views. 
And to herself all sorrow doth compare; 

No object but her passion's strength renews, 
And as one shifts, another straight ensues: 1104 
Sometime her grief is dumb and hath no 
words; 

Sometime'tis mad and too much talk affords. 


The little birds that tune their morning's Joy 
Make her moons mad with their sweet melody: 
For mirth doth search the bottom of annoy; 
Sad souls are slain in merry company; 

Grief beat is pleas’d with grief’s society: 

True sorrow then is feelingly suffic’d ms 
When with like semblance it is sympathiz'd. 


Tis double death to drown in ken of shore; 

He ten times pines that pines beholding food; 

To see the salve doth make the wound ache 
more; 1116 

Great grief grieves most at that would do it 
good; 

Deep woes roll forward like a | 

Who, being stopp’d, the bou 
flows; 

Grief dallied with nor law nor limit knows. 


‘Yon mocking bird*,’ quoth she, ‘your tenet 
entomb nai 

Within your hollow-swelling feather’d breasts. 
And in my hearing be yon mute and dumb: 
My restless discord loves no stops nor rests; 
A woefbl hostess brooks not merry guests: n»j 
Relish your nimble notes to pleasing ears; 
Distress likes dumps when time is kept with 
tears. 


*Co«ne. Philomel, that dng’st of ravishment. 
Make thy sad grove in my disheveU’d hair: n» 
As the dank earth weeps at thy langufehment. 
So I at each tad strain will strain a tear. 

And with deep groan* the diapason bear; 113a 
For b ^then-wise TO hum on Tarquin still. 
While thon on Tereut deacanfst better akOL 


And whiles against a thorn thou bear's! thy part 
To keep thy sharp woe* waking, wretched I, 

* - - — ■ - UJ7 


These meant, as frets upon an Inst r um e n t, 
Shall tune our bcaxt-strmgs to true languish- 
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That knows nor parching heat nor freezing 
cold, 1143 

We will find out; and there we will unfold 
To creatures stem sad tunes, to change their 
kinds: 

Since men prove beasts, let beasts bear gentle 
minds.’ 114S 

As the poor frighted deer, that stands at gaze, 
Wildly determining which way to fly. 

Or one encompass’d with a winding maze. 
That cannot tread the way out readily; up 
So with herself is she in mutiny, 

To live or die which of the twain were better. 
When life is sham’d, and death reproach’s 
debtor. 1133 

‘ To kill myself,’ quoth the, * alack I what were it 
But with my tody my poor soul’s pollution? 
They that lose half with greater patience bear it 
Than they whose whole is swallow’d in con¬ 
fusion. 

That mother tries a merciless conclusion, 1160 
Who, having two sweet babes, when death 
tsVwi one, 

Will slay the other and be nurse to none. 

‘My body or my sbul, which was the dearer. 
When the one pure, the other made divine? 1164 
Whose love of either to myself was nearer. 
When both were kept for heaven and Collatine ? 
Ay me I the bark peel’d Atom the lofty pine, 
His leaves will wither and his sap decay; n6t 
So must my soul, her bark being peel'd away. 


’Her house is sack’d, her quiet interrupted. 
Her mansion batter’d by the enemy: 

Her sacred temple spotted, spoll’d, corrupted. 
Grossly engirt with daring infamy: 1173 

Then let it not be call’d impiety. 

If in this blemish'd fort I make some bole 
Through which I may convey this troubled 
souL 1:76 


’Yet die I will not tffi mv Collatine 
Have heard the cause of my untimely death; 
That he may vow, in that tad hour of mine. 
Revenge on him that made me stop my 
breath. n*° 

My stained blood to Tarquin TO bequeath, 
Whichbyhim tainted, shall for him be spent. 
And as his due writ in my testament 

'Mine honour TO bequeath unto the knife nl4 
That wounds my body so dishonoured. 

Tis honour to deprive dishonour’d life; 

The one win live, the other being dead: 

So of shame’» ashes shaD my fkme be bred; it** 

For in my death I murder shameflil acorn: 

My shame so dead, mine honour is new-born. 

‘Dear lord of that dear Jewel I have lost 
What legacy shall I bequeath to thee? m* 
My refeiutJon, love, than be dor boast. 

By whose er ample thou reveng'd mayst be. 
How Tarquin must be us’dLread It in me: 
Myself, thy friend, wfll 2 h nnraif , thy ft*; 
And ft* my salts serve thou me Tarqum *0. 
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Is form'd In them by force, by fraud, or skill: 
Then call them not the authors of their ill, »44 
No more than wax shall be accounted evil 
Wherein is stamp’d the semblance of a devil. 


'This brief abridgment of my will I make: 

My soul and body to the skies and ground; 

My resolution, husband, do thou take; 1200 
Mine honour be the knife’s that makes my 
wound; 

My shame be his that did my fame confound; Their smoothness, like a goodly champaign 
And all my fame that lives disbursed be plain, 

To those that live, and think no shame of me. Lays open all the little worms that creep; 1248 

In men, as in a rough-grown grove, remain 

‘Thou, Collatine, shalt oversee this will; 1205 Cave-keeping evils that obscurely sleep: 

How was I overseen that thou shalt see itl Through crystal walls each little mote will peep: 

Though men can cover crimes with bold stern 


My blood shall wash the slander of mine ill; 

My life's foul deed, my life’s fair end shall free it. 

Faint not, faint heart, but stoutly say, “So be 
it:” “09 

Yield to my hand; my hand shall conquer 
thee: 

Thou dead, both die, and both shall victors 
be.’ 


looks, 1252 

Poor women’s faces are their own faults’ 
books. 


No man inveigh against the wither’d flower, 
But chide rough winter that the flower hath 
kill’d: 

Not that devour’d, but that which doth devour, 
This plot of death when sadly she had laid, 1212 Is worthy blame. O! let it not be hild 1257 
And wip’d the brinish pearl from her bright Poor women’s faults, that they are so fulfill’d 
eyes. With men’s abuses: those proud lords, to 

With untun’d tongue she hoarsely call’d her blame, 

m.iri, Make weak-made women tenants to their 

Whose swift obedience to her mistress hies; shame. raSo 

For fleel-wing’d duty with thought’s feathers 

flies. 1216 The precedent whereof in Lucrece view, 

Poor Lucrece’ cheeks unto her maid seem so Assail’d by night with circumstances strong 
As winter meads when sun doth melt their Of present death, and shame that might ensue 
snow. By that her death, to do her husband wrong: 

Such danger to resistance did belong, 126] 
Her mistress she doth give demure good- That dying fear through all her body spread; 

morTow, And who cannot abuse a body dead? 

With soft slow tongue, true mark of modesty, . 

And sorts a sad look to her lady's sorrow, 1221 By this, mild patience bid fair Lucrece speak 
For why her face wore sorrow’s livery; To the poor counterfeit of her complaining: 

But durst not ask of her audaciously ‘ My girl,’ quoth she, 'on what occasion break 

Why her two suns were doud-eclipsed so, Those tears from thee, that down thy cheeks 
Nor why her fair cheeks over-wash’d with are raining? 

woe 1225 if thou dost weep for grief of my sustaining, 

Know, gentle wench, it s m al l avails my 

But as the earth doth weep, the sun being set. 

Each flower moisten’d like a melting eye; 

Even so the maid with swelling drops gan wet 
Her circled eyne, enforc'd by sympathy 1229 
Of those fair suns set in her mistress sky. 

Who in a salt-wav'd ocean quench their light. 

Which mItm the maid weep like the dewy 
night. “ 3 * 


vnuw, 1 

mood: ,, , “73 

If tears could help, mine own would do me 
good. 


A pretty while these pretty creatures stand. 
Like ivory conduits coral cisterns filling; 

One Justly weeps, the other takes in hand 
No cause but company of her drops spilling; 
Their gentle sex to weep are often willing, t *37 
Grieving themselves to guess at others 

And then they drown their eyes or break their 
hearts: 

* For men have marble, women waxen minds. 
And therefore are they form’d as marble will, 
The weak opprees’d, the impression of strange 
kinds 


‘But tell me, girl, when went'—and there st 

stay’d 

Till after a deep groan—‘Tarquln fro 
hence?’— .... ,, u 

'Madam, ere I was up,’ replied the maid, 

‘The more to blame my sluggard negligence. 
Yet with the fault I thus far can dispense; 
Myself was stirring ere the break of day, 1280 
And, ere I rose, was Tarquln gone away. 

‘But, lady, if your maid may be so bold. 

She would request to know your heaviness. 
•O! peace,’ quoth Lucrece; ‘if it should be 
toldT “** 

The repetition cannot make it less; 

For more It is than I can wellexpress: 

And that deep torture may be call d a hell. 
When more U felt than one hath power tg 
teU. “** 
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*Go, get me hither paper, Ink, and pen: The homely vflldn curtsies to her low; 

Yet save that labour, for I have them here. And, blushing on her, with a steadfast eye 

What should I say? One of my husband’s men Receives the scroll without or yea or no, 1340 
Bid thou be ready by and by, to bear 139a And forth with bashful innocence doth hie: 

A letter to my lord, my love, my dear: But they whose guilt within their bosoms lie 

Bid him with speed prepare to carry it; Imagine every eye beholds their blame; 

The cause craves haste, and it will soon be For Lucrece thought he blush'd to see her 
writ.' 1395 shame: 1344 


Her maid is gone, and she prepares to write. 
First hovering o’er the paper with her Quill: 
Conceit and grief an eager combat fight; 
What wit sets down is blotted straight with will; 
This is too curious-good, this blunt and ill: 1300 
Much like a press of people at a door. 
Throng her inventions, which shall go before. 

At last she thus begins: ‘Thou worthy lord 
Of that unworthy wife that greeteth thee, 1304 
Health to thy person! next vouchsafe t’ afford. 
If ever, love, thy Lucrece thou wilt see. 

Some present speed to come and visit me. 

So 1 commend me from our house in grief: 
My woes are tedious, though my worts are 
brief.’ 1309 

Here folds she up the tenour of her woe, 

Her certain sorrow writ uncertainly. 

By this short schedule Collatine may know 1311 
Her grief, but not her grief’s true auality: 

She dares not thereof make discovery, 

Lest he should hold it her own gross abuse. 
Ere she with blood had stain’d her stain'd 
excuse. 131s 

Besides, the life and feeling of her passion 
She hoards, to spend when he is by to hear her; 
When sighs, and groans, and tears may grace 
the fashion 

Of her disgrace, the better so to clear her 13x0 
From that suspicion which the world might 
bear her. 

To shun this blot, she would not blot the 
letter 

With words, till action might become them 
better. 


When, silly groom 1 God wot, it was defect 
Of spirit, Ufe, and bold audacity. 

Such harmless creatures have a true respect 
To talk in deeds, while others saucily :34s 
Promise more speed, but do it leisurely: 

Even so this pattern of the worn-out age 
Pawn'd honest looks, but laid no words to 
gage. 

His kindled duty kindled their mistrust. 1332 
That two red fires in both their faces blaz'd; 
She thought he blush’d, as knowing Tarquin’s 
lust. 

And, blushing with him, wistly on him gaz’d; 
Her earnest eye did make him more amaz’d: 
The more she saw the blood his cheeks re¬ 
plenish, 1337 

The more she thought he spied in her some 
blemish. 

But long she thinks till he return again. 

And yet the duteous vassal scarce is gone. 1360 
The weary time she cannot entertain. 

For now tis stale to sigh, to weep, and groan: 
So woe hath wearied woe, moan tired moan. 
That she her plaints a little while doth stay. 
Pausing for means to mourn some newer 
way. 1363 

At last she calls to mind where hangs a piece 
Of skilful painting, made for Priam's Troy; 
Before the which is drawn the power of Greece, 
For Helen’s rape the dly to destroy, 1369 
Threat’ning cloud-kissing IUon with annoy; 
Which the conceited painter drew so proud. 
As heaven, it seem’d, to kiss the turrets bow’d. 


To see sad sights moves more than hear them 
told; 1324 

For then the eye interprets to the ear 
The heavy motion that it doth behold. 

When every part a part of woe doth bear: 

Tis but a put of sorrow that we hear; 1328 
Deep sound* mak e lesser noise than shallow 
fords, 

And sorrow ebbs, being blown with wind of 
words. 

Her letter now is seal’d, and on it writ 
‘At Ardea to my lord, with more than haste.* 
The post attends, and she delivers it, 1333 
Charging the sour-fac*d groom to hie as fast 
As lagging fowls before the northern blast 
Speed more than speed but dull ind slow she 
deems: 1336 

Extremity stS] urgeth such extremes. 


A thousand lamentable objects there, 1373 

In scorn of nature, art gave lifeless Ufe; 

Many a dry drop seem'd a weeping tear, 

Shed for the slaughter’d husband by the wife: 
The red blood reek’d, to show the painter's 
strife: 1377 

And dying eyes gleam’d forth their ashy 
lights. 

Like dying coals burnt out in tedious nights. 

There might yon see the labouring ptoner, 13* 0 
Begrim’d with sweat, and smeared au with dust; 
And from the tower* ofTroy there would appear 
The very eyes of men through loop-hole* thrust* 
Gazing upon the Greeks with little lust: 13M 
Such sweet observance in this work was 
had. 

That one might see those fkr-off eyes look 
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In great commanders grace and majesty 
You might behold, triumphing in their faces; 

In youth quid'bearing and dexterity; 1389 
And here and there the painter interlaces 
Pale cowards, marching on with trembling 

\^Tiich’heartless peasants did so well re¬ 
semble, 139a 

That one would swear he saw them quake and 
tremble. 

In Ajax and Ulysses, O! what art 
Of physiognomy might one behold; 

The face of either cipher'd either’s heart; 1396 
Their face their manners most expressly told: 

In Ajax' eyes blunt rage and rigour roll'd; 3tar] 
But the mild glance that sly Ulysses lent sya 
Show’d deep regard and smiling government. \vrii. 

There pleading might you see grave Nestor 
stand, 14m 

Aa 'twere encouraging the Greeks to fight; 

Making such sober action with his hand, 

That it beguil’d attention, charm'd the sight. 

In speech, it seem'd, his beard, all silver white, 

Wagg’d up and down, and from his lips did fly 
Thin winding breath, which purl’d up to the 
sky. 

About him were a press of gaping faces, 140* 

Which seem'd to swallow up his sound advice; 

All jointly listening, but with several graces. 

As it some mermaid did their ears entice, 

Some high, some low, the painter was so 
nice; *412 

The scalps of many, almost hid behind, 

To Jump up higher seem’d, to mock the mind. 

Here one man's hand loan'd on another’s head. 

His nose being ahadow’d by Ws neighbour’s ear; 

Here one being throng'd bears back, all boll n 
and red; , 1417 

Another smother'd, seems to pelt and swear; 

And in their rage such signs of rage they bear. 

As, but fbr loss ofNestor’s golden words, 1420 
It seem'd they would debate with angry 
sword*. 

For much imaginary work was there; 

Conceit deceitful, so compact, so kind. 

That for Achilles’ image stood his spear, 14*4 
Grip’d In an armed hand; himself behind. 

Was left unseen, save to the eye of mind: 

A hand, a foot, a face, a leg, a head. 

Stood for the whole to be Imagined. > 4 ** 

And from the walls of strong-besieged Troy. 

When their brave hope, bold Hector, march d 
to field. 

Stood many Trojan mothers, sharing joy 
To aee youthful sons bright weapons 
wield* *432 

And to t&fi r hope they such odd action yield, 

» That through their light joy seemed to sp- 

IaS^right things stain'd—a kind of heavy 
fear. 


And, from the strand of Dardan, where they 
fought, 143* 

To Simois reedy banks the red blood ran. 
Whose waves to imitate the battle sought 
With swelling ridges; and their ranks began 
To break upon the galled shore, and than 1440 
Retire again, till meeting greater ranks 
They join and shoot their foam at Simois’ 
banks. 

To this well-painted piece is Lucrece come. 
To find a face where all distress is sidl'd. 1444 
Many she sees where cares have carved some. 
But none where all distress and dolour dwell’d. 
Till she despairing Hecuba beheld, 

Staring on Priam’s wounds with her old 
eyes, 

Vhich bleeding under Pyrrhus’ proud foot 
lies. 1449 


In her the painter had anatomiz'd 
Time's ruin, beauty’s wrack, and grim care’s 
reign: 

Her cheeks with chaps and wrinkles were dis¬ 
guis’d; 145 * 

Of what she was no semblance did remain; 
Her blue blood chang’d to black in every vein. 
Wanting the spring that those shrank pipes 
had fed, 

Show’d life imprison’d in a body dead. 145* 

On this sad shadow Lucrece spenda her eyes, 
And shapes her sorrow to the beldam’s woes. 
Who nothing wants to answer her but cries, 
And bitter words to ban her cruel foes: 14*0 
The painter was no god to lend her those; 

And therefore Lucrece swears he did her 
wrong, 

To give her so much grief and not a tongue. 

’Poor instrument,’ quoth she,' without a sound. 
I'll tune thy woes with my lamenting tongue. 
And drop sweet balm In Pnam’s painted wound. 
And rail on Pyrrhus that hath done him wrong. 
And with my tears quench Troy that burnt so 
long, M** 

And with my knife scratch out the angty eye* 
Of all the Greeks that are thine enemim. 

’Show mo the strumpet that began this stir. 
That with my nails her beauty I may tear. 147* 
Thy heat of lust, fond Paris, did incur 
This load of wrath that burning Troy doth 
bear: 

Thy eye kindled the fire that bnroeth here; 
And here in Troy, for trespass of thine eye. 
The sire, the eon, the dame, and daughter 
die. 

'Why should the private pleasure of some one 
Become the public plague of many moe) 

Let sin, alone committed, light alone 1480 
Upon his head that hath transgressed so; 

Let guiltless souls be freed from guilty woe; 
For one's offence why should so many fall. 
To plague a private sin In general) 14*4 
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‘Lot here weeps Hecuba, here Priam dies, 
Heremanly Hector faints, hereTroilus cwounds. 
Here friend by friend in bloody channel lies. 
And friend to friend gives unadvised wounds. 
And one man's lust these many lives confounds: 
Had doting Priam check’d his son’s desire, 
Troy had been bright with fame and not with 
fire,’ 

Here feelingly she weeps Troy’s painted woes; 
Fbr sorrow, like a heavy-hanging bell, 1493 
Once set on ringing, with his own weight goes; 
Then little strength rings out the doleful knell: 
So Lucrece, set a-work, sad tales doth tell 1496 
To pencil’d pensiveness and colour’d sorrow; 
She lends them words, and she their looks 
doth borrow. 

She throws her eyes about the painting round, 
And whom she finds forlorn she doth lament: 
At last she sees a wretched image bound, 1301 
That piteous looks to Phrygian shepherds lent; 
His face, though full of cares, yet ahow'd con¬ 
tent; 

Onward to Troy with the blunt swains he goes. 
So mild, that Patience seem’d to scorn his 
woes. 

In him the painter labour’d with his skill xjo 6 
To hide deceit, and give the harmless show 
An humble gait, calm looks, eyes wailing still, 
A brow unbent that seem’d to welcome woe; 
Cheeks neither red nor pale, but mingled so 
That blushing red no guilty instance gave, 
Nor ashy pale the fear that false hearts have. 

But, like a constant and confirmed devil, 1513 
He entertain’d a show so seeming-just. 

And therein so ensconc’d his secret evil, 

That jealousy itself could not mistrust 1316 

False-creeping craft and perjury should thrust 
Into so bright a day such biack-fac’d storms, 
Or blot with hell-bom sin such saint-like 
forms. >319 


But Tarquin’s shape came in her mind the 
while, 1336 

And from her tongue ‘can lurk' from ‘cannot’ 
took: 

‘It cannot be,’ she in that sense forsook, 

And turn’d ft thus, ‘It cannot be, I find, 
Bui such a face should bear a wicked mind; 


‘For even as subtle Sinon here is painted, 1341 
So sober-sad, so weary, and so mild, 

And if with grief or travail he had fainted, 

To roe came Tarquin armed; so beguil’d 1344 
With outward honesty, but yet defil’d 
With inward vice: as Priam him did cherish, 
So did I Tarquin; so my Troy did perish. 


* Look, look, liow listening Priam wets his eyes, 
To see those borrow'd tears that Sinon sheds! 
Priam, why art thou old and yet not wise! 
For every tear he falls a Trojan bleeds: 

His eye drops fire, no water thence proceeds; 
Those round clear pearls of his, that move 
thy pity, U 53 

Are balls of quenchless fire to bum thy city. 


‘Such devils steal effects from lightless hell; 
For Sinon in his fire doth quake with cold, 1336 
And in that cold hot-burning fire doth dwell; 
These contraries such unity do hold, 

Only to flatter fools and make them bold; 

So Priam's trust false Sinon’s tears doth 
flatter, 1560 

That be finds means to bum his Troy with 
water.’, 


Here, all enrag’d, such passion her assails 
That patience is quite beaten from her breast 
She tears the senseless Sinon with her nails, 
Comparing him to that unhappy guest 1363 
Whose deed hath made herself herself detest: 
At last she smilingly with this gives o’er; 
‘Fool, fool! ’ quoth she, ‘hiswounds will not 
be sore.’ • 1568 


The well-skill’d workman this mild image drew 
For perjur’d Sinon, whose enehanring story 
The credulous old Priam after slew: 

Whoee words, like wildfire, burnt the shining 

Ofifch^railtllion, that the skies were sorry, 1334 
And little stars shot from their fixed places. 
When their glass fell wherein they view’d 

This picture she advisedly perus’d. 

And chid the painter for his wondrous skill, 1538 
Saying, some shape in Sinon’s was abus’d; 

So fur • form lodg'd not a mind so ill: 

And still on him she gaz’d, and gazing still, 
Soch signs of truth m Us plain race the spied. 
That she concludes the picture was belied. 

‘ It esumot be,* quoth she,‘that so much guile,'— 
She would have said,—‘can lurk in such a look;' 


Thus ebbs and flows the current of her sorrow, 
And time doth weary time with her complain¬ 
ing. 

She looks for night, and then the longs for 
morrow. 

And both she thinks too long with her remain¬ 
ing: 1572 

Short time seems long in sorrow’s sharp sus- 

taining : 

Though woe be heavy, yet it seldom sleeps; 
And they that watch see time how slow it 
creeps. 

Which all dlls time bath overslipp'd her 
thought. 1576 

That rite with painted Image* hath spent; 
Being from the feeling of her own grief brought 
By deep surmise of others' detriment; 

Losing her woe* in shows of discontent 
It easeth some, though none it ever curies. 
To think their dolour other* have endur’d. 
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But now the mindful messenger, come back. 
Brings home his lord and other company: 1384 
Who finds his Lucroce clad in mourning black; 
And round about her tear-dlstained eye 
Blue circles stream’d, like rainbows in the sky: 
These water-galls in her dim element 1588 
Foretell new storms to those already spent. 

Which when her sad-beholding husband saw, 
Amazedly in her sad face he stares: 

Her eyes, though sod in tears, look’d red and 
raw, 139a 

Her lively colour kill’d with deadly cares. 

He hath no power to ask her how she fares: 
Both stood like old acquaintance in a trance. 
Met far from home, wondering each other’s 
chance. 1398 

At last he takes her by the bloodless hand. 
And thus begins: ‘What uncouth ill event 
Hath thee befall’n, that thou dost trembling 
standi 

Sweet love, what spite hath thy fair colour 
spent! 1S00 

Why art thou thus attir'd in discontent? 
Unmask, dear dear, this moody heaviness. 
And tell thy grief, that we may give redress.’ 

Three times with sighs she gives her sorrow fire, 
Ere once she can discharge one word of woe: 
At length address’d to answer his desire, 

She modestly prepares to let them know 
Her honour is ta’en prisoner by the foe; 1S08 
While Collatine and his consorted lords 
With sad attention long to hear her words. 

And now this pale swan in her watery nest 
Begins the sad dirge of her certain ending. r 6 ia 
‘Few words,’ quoth she, ‘shall fit the trespass 
best, 

Where no excuse can give the fault amending: 
In me moe woe than words are now depending; 
And my laments would be drawnout toolong. 
To tell them all with one poor tired tongue. 


‘Then be this all the task it hath to say: 

Dear husband, in the interest of thy bed 
A stranger came, and on that pillow lay 1S20 
Where thou wast wont to rest thy weary head; 
And what wrong else may be imagined 
By foul enforcement might be done to me, 
From that, alas! thy Lucrece is not free. 1624 


‘For in the dreadful dead of dark midnight. 
With shining falchion hi my chamber came 
A creeping creature with a flaming light. 

And softly cried, “Awake, thou Roman dame, 
And entertain my love; else lasting shame 1639 
On thee and thine this night I will inflict. 

If thou my love’s desire do contradict. 


“For some hard-favour'd groom of thine, 
quoth he, _ 

* Unless thou yoke thy liking to my will, 

I ll murder straight, and then I’ll ' ‘ 

And swear I found yon where : 


ilslaug .. . 

__ ___ _i you did fulfil 

The loathsome act of lust, and so did kill 1636 


The lechers in their deed: this act will be 
My fame, and thy perpetual infamy.” 

‘With this I did begin to start and cry, 

And then against my heart he set his sword. 
Swearing, unless I took aJU patiently, 1641 
I should not live to speak another word; 

So should my shame still rest upon record, 
And never be forgot in mighty Rome i<44 
The adulterate death of Lucrece and her 
groom. 

‘Mine enemy was strong, my poor self weak. 
And far the weaker with so strong a fear: 

My bloody Judge forbade my tongue to speak; 
No rightful plea might plead for Justice there: 
His scarlet lust came evidence to swear 
That my poor beauty bad purloin’d his eyes; 
And when the judge is robb’d the prisoner 
dies. 165s 

‘O! teach me how to make mine own excuse. 
Or, at the least, this refuge let me find; 
Though my gross blood be stain’d with this 
abuse, 

Immaculate and spotless is my mind: 1656 
That was not forc’d: that never was inclin'd 
To accessary yieldings, but still pure 
Doth in her poison’d closet yet endure.* 

Lo! here the helpless merchant of this loss, 1660 
With head declin’d, and voice damm’d up with 
woe. 

With sad-set eyes, and wretched arms across. 
From lips new-waxen pale begins to blow 
The grief away that stops his answer so: 1664 
But, wretched as he is, he strives in vain; 
What he breathes out his Wreath drinks up 
again. 

As through an arch the violent roaring tide 
Outruns the eye that doth behold his haste, 
Yet in the eddy boundetfa in his pride 1669 
Back to the strait that forc’d him on so fast; 
In rage sent out, recall’d in rage, being past: 
Even so his sighs, his sorrows, make a saw. 
To push grief on, and back the same grief 
draw. 1673 

Which speechless woe ofhls poor she attendeth. 
And Ms untimely frenzy thus awaketh: 

’Dear lord, thy sorrow to my sorrow lendeth 
Another power; no flood by raining slaketh. 
My woe too sensible thy passion maketh 1678 
More feeling-painful: let it then suffice 
To drown one woo, one pair of weeping eyes. 

‘ And for my sake, when I might charm thee so. 
For she that was thy Lucrece, now attend me; 
Be suddenly revenged on my foe, 

Thine, mine, his own: suppose thou dost de¬ 
fend me 1884 

From what is pest: the help that thou shalt lend 
me 

Comes all too late, yet let the traitor die; 
For sparing justice feeds iniquity. 
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* But t*e I name him, you, fair lords,’ qooth she,— Who, like a late-sack'd island, vastly stood, 1740 
Speaking to those that came with Collating,— Bare and unpeopled in this fearful flood. 
‘Shall plight your honourable faiths to me, Some of her blood still pure and red remain’d. 


With svHft pursuit to venge this wrong of mine ; 
For 'tis a meritorious fair design 169s 

To chase injustice with revengeful arms: 
Knights, by their oaths, should right poor 
ladles’ harms.' 

At this request, with noble disposition 
Each present lord began to promise aid, 1696 
As bound in knighthood to her imposition. 
Longing to hear the hateful foe bewray’d: 

But she, that yet her sad task hath not said, 
Theprotestationstops. ‘O! speak,’quothshe, 
‘How may this forced stain be wip’d from 
me? 1701 

‘What is the quality of mine offence, 

Being constrain'd with dreadful circumstance? 
May my pure mind with the foul act dispense, 
My low-declined honour to advance? 170s 

May any terms acquit me from this chance? 
The poison’d fountain clears itself again; 
And why not I from this compelled stain?’ 

With this, they all at once began to say, 1709 
Her body’s stain her mind untainted clears; 
While with a joyless smile she turns away 
The face, that map which deep impression bears 
Of hard misfortune, carv’d in it with tears. 2713 
‘No, no,' quoth she, ‘no dame, hereafter 
living. 

By my excuse shall claim excuse’s giving.’ 

Here with a sigh, as if her heart would break. 
She throws forthTarquin’s name, ‘ He, he,’ she 
says, 2717 

But more than ‘he* her poor tongue could not 
speak; 

TUI after many accents and delays. 

Untimely breathings, sick and short assays. 
She utters this, ‘He, be, fair lords, ’tis he. 
That guides this hand to give this wound to 
me.’ 

Even hem she sheathed in her harmless breast 
A harmful knife, that thence her soul un¬ 
sheath’d: 2724 

That blow did bail It from the deep unrest 
Of that polluted prison where it breath’d; 

Her contrite sighs unto the clouds bequeath'd 
Her winged sprite, and through her wounds 
doth fly rr>s 

life's lasting date from cancel!’d destiny. 

Stone-still, astonish'd with this deadly deed , 1 
Stood Couatine and all his lordly crew; 

TSB Lucrece’ father, that beholds her bleed, 173a 
Hfeaself on her self-slaughter’d body threw; 
And from the purple fountain Brutus drew 
The murderous knife, and as it left the place. 
Her blood, in poor revenge, held it in chase; 


Some of her blood stiU pure and red remain d. 
And some look'd black, and that false Tar- 
quin stain’d. 

About the mourning and congealed face, 1744 
Of that black blood a watery rigol goes. 


fa watery rigol goes. 


Which seems to weep upon the tainted place: 
And ever since, as pitying Lucrece’ woes. 
Corrupted blood some watery token shows; 
And blood untainted still doth red abide. 
Blushing at that which is so putrified. 

* Daughter, dear daughter I ’ old Lucretius cries. 
That life was mine which thou hast here de¬ 
priv'd. 275a 

If in the child the father’s image lies. 

Where shall I live now Lucrece is unliv’d? 
Thou wast not to this end from me deriv’d. 

If children predecease progenitors, 275s 

We are their offspring, and they none of ours. 

‘Poor broken glass, I often did behold 
In thy sweet semblance my old age new bora; 
But now that fair fresh mirror, dun and old. 
Shows me a bare-bon’d death by time outworn. 
O! from thy cheeks my image thou hast tom, 
And shiver’d all the beauty of my glass. 
That I no more can see what once I wss. 1764 

‘O Time) cease thou thy course, and last no 
longer, 

If they surcease to be that should survive. 
Shall rotten death make conquest of the 
stronger. 

And leave the {altering feeble souls alive? 276* 
The old bees die, the young possess their hive: 
Then live, sweet Lucrece, live again and see 
Thy father die, and not thy father thee!' 

By tiiis, starts CoBatlne as from a dream, 177s 
And bids Lucretius give las sorrow place; 
And then in key-cola Lucrece’ bleeding stream 
He falls, and bathes the pale fear m ms face. 
And counterfeits to die with her a space; 2776 
Till manly shame bids him possess his breath 
And live to be revenged on her death. 

The deep vexation of Ms inward soul 
Hath serv’d a dumb arrest upon his tongue; 
Who, mad that sorrow should his use control 
Or keep him from heart-easing words so long. 
Begins to talk; but through his Ups do throng 
Weak words »o thick, come in his poor heart s 
aid, « 7*4 

That no man could distinguish what he said. 

Yet sometime ‘Tarquin’ was pronounced plain. 
But through hit teeth, as if the name he tore. 
This windy tempest, till it blow up rain, 27** 
Held back Ms sorrow’s tide to make tt more; 








1105 RAPE OF LUCRECE 


The one doth call her his, the other his, 

Yet neither may possess the claim they lay. 
The father says, ‘ She’s mine.’ ‘ 0 ! mine she is,’ 
Replies her husband; ‘do not take away 1796 
My sorrow’s interest; let no mourner say 
He weeps for her, for she was only mine, 
And only must be wail’d by Collaline.’ 

‘O! ’ quoth Lucretius, ‘I did give that life 1800 
Which she too early and too late hath spill’d.’ 

‘ Woe, woe,’ quoth Collatine, ‘ she was my wife. 
1 ow’d her. and 'tis mine that she hath kill’d. 
‘My daughter’ and ‘my wife’ with clamours 
fill'd 1804 

The dispers’d air, who, holding lucrecc’ life, 
Answer’d their cries, ‘my daughter ’ and ‘my 
wife.' 

Brutus, who pluck’d the knife from Lucrece’ 
side, 

Seeing such emulation in their woe. 1808 
Began to clothe his wit m state and pride, 
Burying in Lucrece’ wound his folly’s show. 
He with the Romans was esteemed so 
As silly-jeering idiots are with kings, 1812 
For sportive words and uttering foolish 
things: 

But now he throws that shallow habit by, 
Wherein deep policy did him disguise; 

And arm’d his long-hid wits advisedly, 18x6 
To check the tears in Collatinus’ eyes. 

‘Thou wronged lord ofRome,’ quoth he,‘arise: 
Let my unsounded self, suppos'd a fool, 
Now set thy long-experienc’d wit to school 

'Why, Collatine, is woe the cure for woe? 1821 
Do wounds help wounds, or grief help grievous 
deeds? 

Is it revenge to give thyself a blow _ 

For his foul act by whom thy fair wife bleeds? 
Such childish humour from weak minds pro¬ 
ceeds: >825 


Thy wretched wife mistook the matter so, 
To slay herself, that should have slain her foe. 


‘Courageous Roman, do not steep thy heart 
In such relenting dew of lamentations; 1829 
But kneel with me and help to bear thy part, 
To rouse our Roman gods with invocations, 
That they will suffer these abominations, 2832 
Since Rome herself in them doth stand dis¬ 
grac’d, 

By our strong arms from forth her fair streets 
chas’d. 


‘Now, by the Capitol that we adore, 

And by this chaste blood so unjustly stain'd, 
By heaven’s fair sun that breeds the fat earth's 
store, 1837 

By all our country rights in Rome maintain’d, 
And by chaste Lucrece’ soul, that late com¬ 
plain’d 

Her wrongs to us, and by this bloody 
knife, 1840 

We will revenge the death of this true wife. 1 


This said, he struck his hand upon his breast, 
And kiss’d the fatal knife to end his vow; 
And to his protestation urg’d the rest, 1S44 
Who, wondering at him, did his words allow: 
Then jointly to the ground their knees they bow; 
And that deep vow, which Brutus made be¬ 
fore, 

He doth again repeat, and that they swore. 


When they had sworn to this advised doom, 
They did conclude to bear dead Lucrece thence; 
To show her bleeding body thorough Rome, 
And so to publish Tarquin’s foul offence: iBja 
Which being done with speedy diligence, 

The Romans plausibly did give consent 
To Tarquin’s everlasting banishment 
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From fairest creatures we desire increase. 
That thereby beauty’s rose might never die. 
But as the riper should by time decease, 

His tender heir might bear his memory: 

But thou, contracted to thine own bright eyes, 
Feed’st thy light’s flame with seif-substantial 
fuel, 6 

Making a famine where abundance lies. 
Thyself thy foe, to thy sweet self too cruel. 
Thou that art now the world’s fresh ornament 
And only herald to the gaudy spring, 

Within mine own bud buriest thy content it 
And, tender churl, mak’st waste in niggarding. 
Pity the world, or else this glutton be, 

To eat the world's due, by the grave and thee. 


When forty winters shall besiege thy brow, 
And dig deep trenches in thy beauty's field. 
Thy youth’s proud livery, so gaz’d on now, 
Will be a tatter’d weed, of small worth held: 
Then being ask’d where all thy beauty lies. 
Where all the treasure of thy lusty days, < 
To say, within thine own deep-sunken eyes, 
Were an all-eating shame and thriftless praise. 
How much more praise deserv’d thy beauty’s 
use, 

If thou couldst answer, 'This fair child of mine 
Shall sum ray count, and make my old excuse, ’ 
Proving his beauty by succession thine! 12 
This were to be new made when thou art old, 
And see thy blood warm when thou feel’st it 
cold. 

m 

Look in thy glass, and tell the face thou viewest 
Now is the time that face should form another; 
Whose fresh repair if now thou not renewest, 
Thou dost beguile the world, unbless some 
mother, 

For where is she so fair whose unear’d womb 
Disdains the tillage of thy husbandry? 6 
Or who is he so fond will be the tomb 
Of his self-love, to stop posterity? 


Thou art thy mother’s glass, and she in thee 
Calls back the lovely April of her prime; 

So thou through windows of thine age shaft see. 
Despite of wrinkles, this thy golden time. 12 
But if thou live, remember’d not to be. 

Die single, and thine image dies with thee. 

IV 

Unthrifty loveliness, why dost thou spend 
Upon thyself thy beauty’s legacy? 

Nature's bequest gives nothing, but doth lend. 
And being frank, she lends to those are free: 
Then, beauteous niggard, why dost thou abuse 
The bounteous largess given thee to give? 6 
Profitless usurer, why dost thou use 
So great a sum of sums, yet canst not live? 
For having traffic with thyself alone, 

Thou of thyself thy sweet self dost deceive: 
Then how, when Nature calls thee to be gone, 
What acceptable audit canst thou leave? 12 
Thy unus'd beauty must be tomb’d with thee. 
Which used, lives th’ executor to be. 

v 

Those hours, that with gentle work did frame 
The lovely gaze where every eye doth dwell, 
Will play the tyrants to the very same 
And that unfair which fairly doth excel; 

For never-resting time leads summer on 5 
To hideous winter, and confounds him there; 
Sap check’d with frost, and lusty leaves quite 
gone, 

Beauty o’ersnow’d and bareness every where: 
Then, were not summer’s distillation left, 

A liquid prisoner pent in walls of giaa. 
Beauty's effect with beauty were bereft. 

Nor it, nor no remembrance what it was: ” 
But flowers distill’d, though they with winter 
meet, 

Leese but their show; their substance still lives 
sweet 

VI 

Then let not winter's ragged hand defhee 
In thee thy summer, ere thou be distill d: 
Make sweet some vial; treasure thou some place 
With beauty’s treasure, ere it be seif-kill d. 
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That use is not forbidden usury, 5 

Which happies those that pay the willing loan; 
That's for thyself to breed another thee. 

Or ten times happier, be it ten for one; 

Ten times thyself were happier than thou art. 
If ten of thine ten times refigur'd thee; 

Then what could death do, if thou shouldst 
depart. 

Leaving thee living in posterity? is 

Be not self-wiU’d, for thou art much too fair 
To be death's conquest and make worms 
thine heir. 


vn 

Lo! in the orient when the gracious light 
Lifts up his burning head, each under eye 
Doth homage to his new-appearing sight. 
Serving with looks his sacred majesty; 

And having climb’d the steep-up heavenly hill , 
Resembling strong youth in his middle age, 6 
Yet mortal looks adore his beauty still, 
Attending on his golden pilgrimage; 

But when from highmost pitch, with weary car. 
Like feeble age, he reeletn from the day, 

Ihe eyes, 'fore duteous, now converted are 
from his low tract, and look another way: re 
So thou, thyself outgoing in thy noon. 
Unlook'd on diest, unless thou get a son. 


Music to hear, why hear’st thou music sadly? 
Sweets with sweets war not, joy delights in joy: 
Why lov’st thou that which thou receiv’st not 
gladly, 

Or else receiv’st with pleasure thine annoy? 

If the true concord of well-tuned sounds, 

By unions married, do offend thine ear, 6 
They do but sweetly chide thee, who confounds 
In singleness the parts that thou shouldst bear. 
Mark how one string, sweet husband to an¬ 
other, 

Strikes each in each by mutual ordering; 
Resembling sire and child and happy mother, 
Who. aO in one, one pleasing note do sing: 12 
Whose speechless song, being many, seeming 
one, 

Sings this to thee; ‘Thou single wilt prove 
none.' 


IX 

Is it for fear to wet a widow's eye 
That thou consum’st thyself in single life? 

Ah I if thou issueless shalt hap to die. 

The world will wail thee, like a makeless wife; 
The world will be thy widow, and still weep 
That thou no form of thee hast left behind, 6 
When every private widow well may keep 
By children's eyes her husband’s shape in mind. 
Look! what an unthrift in the world doth spend 
Shifts but his place, for still the world enjoys it; 
» But beauty’s waste hath in the world an end, 
And kept unut’d, the user so destroys it. re 
No love toward others in that bosom sits 

That on himself such murderous shame com¬ 
mits. 


x 

For shame! deny that thou bear’s! love to any. 
Who for thyself art so improvident. 

Grant, if thou wilt, thou art belov’d of many. 
But that thou none Iov'st is most evident: 

For thou art so possess’d with murderous hate 
That ’gainst thyself thou stick’st not to con¬ 
spire, 6 

Seeking that beauteous roof to ruinate 
Which to repair should be thy chief desire. 

O! change thy thought, that l may change my 
mind: 

Shall hate be fairer lodg'd than gentle love? 
Be, as thy presence is, gracious and kind, 

Or to thyself at least kind-hearted prove: 12 
Make thee another self for love of me. 
That beauty still may live in thine or thee. 

XI 

As fast as thou shalt wane, so fast thon grow’st 
In one of thine, from that which thou departest; 
And that fresh blood which youngly thou be- 
stow’st 

Thou mayst call thine when thou from youth 
convertest. 

Herein lives wisdom, beauty and increase; 
Without this, foily, age and cold decay: 6 

If all were minded so, the times should cease 
And threescore year would make the world 
away. 

Let those whom Nature hath not made for 
store. 

Harsh, featureless and rude, barrenly perish: 
Look, whom she best endow’d she gave the 
more; 

Which bounteous gift thou shouldst in bounty 
cherish: 12 

She carv'd thee for her seal, and meant 
thereby 

Thou shouldst print more, nor let that copy 
die. 


XII 

When I do count the clock that tells the time. 
And see the brave day sunk in hideous night; 
When I behold the violet past prime, 

And sable curls, all silver’d o’er with white; 
When lofty trees I see barren of leaves. 

Which erst from heat did canopy the herd, « 
And summer’s green all girded up in sheaves, 
Borne 011 the bier with white and bristly beard. 
Then of thy beauty do I question make, 

That thou among the wastes of time must go. 
Since sweets and beauties do themselves forsake 
And die as fast as they see others grow; re 
And nothing ’gainst Time’s scythe can make 
defence .... 

Save breed, to brave him when he takes thee 
hence. 


xra 

O! that you were yourself; but, love, you an 
No longer yours than you yourself here live: 
Against tliis coming end you should prepare. 
And your sweet semblance to some other give: 
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So should that beauty tvhich you hold in lease xvn 


Find no determinaticuf; then you were t 
Yourself, again, after yourself 5 s decease. 

When your sweet issue your sweet form should 
bear. 

Who lets so fair a house fall to decay, 

Which husbandry in honour might uphold 
Against the stormy gusts of winter’s day 
Aud barren rage oi death’s eternal cold? 12 
Ol none but untttrifts. Dear my love, you 
know 

You had a father: let your son say so. 

XIV 

Not from the stars do I my Judgment pluck; 
And yet methinks I have astronomy, 

But not to tell of good or evil luck. 

Of plagues, of dearths, or seasons’ Quality; 
Nor can I fortune to brief minutes tell, s 
Pointing to each hit thunder, rain, and wind, 
Or say with princes if it shall go well. 

By oft predict that I in heaven find: 

But from thine eyes my knowledge I derive. 
And, constant stars, in them I read such art 
As ‘Truth and beauty shall together thrive, ti 
If from thyself to store tbou wouldst convert;’ 
Or else of thee this I prognosticate: 

‘Thy end is truth’s and beauty's doom and 
date.* 


xv 

When I consider ev*ery thing that grows 
Holds in perfection but a little moment. 

That this huge stage presenteth nought but 
shows 

Whereon the stars it) secret influence comment; 
When I perceive tha t men as plants increase, 5 
Cheered and check'd e’en by the self-same sky. 
Vaunt in their youthful sap, at height decrease. 
And wear their brave state out of memory; 
Then the conceit of this inconstant stay 
Sets you most rich in youth before my sight, 
Where wasteful Time debateth with Decay, n 
To change your day of youth to gullied night; 
And; all in war with Time for love of you. 
As he takes from you, I engraft you new. 

fccvi 

But wherefore do not you a mightier way 
Make war upon this bloody tyrant. Time? 
And fortify youraeif in, your decay 
With means more blessed than my barren rime ? 
Now stand you on the top of happy hours. 
And many maiden gardens, yet unset, « 
With virtuous wish would bear you living 
flowers 

Much liker than your painted counterfeit; 

So should the lines of life that life repair, 
Which this. Time’s pencil, tor my pupil pen. 
Neither in inward worth nor outward fair. 
Can make you live yourself In eyes of men. is 
To give away yourself keeps yourself still; 
Andyou must live, drawn by your own sweet 


Who will believe my verse in time to come. 

If it were fill’d with your most high deserts? 
Though yet, heaven knows, it is but as a tomb 
Which hides your life and shows not half your 
parts. 

If I could wri te the beauty of your eyes 5 
And in fresh numbers number all your graces, 
The age to come would say, ‘This poet lies; 
Such heavenly touches ne’er touch’d earthly 
faces.’ 

So should my papers, yellow’d with their age. 
Be scorn’d, like old men of less truth than 
tongue. 

And your true rights be term’d a poet’s rage 
And stretched metre of an antique song: 12 
But were some child of yours alive that time, 
Y ou should live twice,—in it and in my rime. 


xvm 

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day? 
Thou art more lovely and more temperate: 
Rough winds do shake the darling bods of May, 
And summer's lease bath all too short a date: 
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines, 
And often is his gold complexion dimm'd: 6 
And every fair from fair sometime declines, 
By chance, or nature’s c h a n g i ng course un- 
triram’d; 

But thy eternal summer shall not fade. 

Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st. 
Nor shall death brag thou wander’st in his 
shade, 

When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st; 12 
So long as men can breathe, or eyes can see. 
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee. 


XIX 

Devouring Time, blunt.thou the lion's paws. 
And make the earth devour her own sweet 
brood: 

Pluck the keen teeth from the fierce tiger’s jaws. 
And bum the Iong-liv’d phoenix in her blood; 
Make glad and sorry seasons as thou fleets, 
And do whate’er thou wilt, swift-footed Time, <> 
To the wide world and all her fading sweets; 
But I forbid thee one most heinous crime: 

O! carve not with thy hours my love’s fair 
brow. 

Nor draw no lines there with thine antique pen; 
Him in thy course untainted do allow 
For beauty’s pattern to succeeding men. ” 
Yet, do thy worst, old Time: despite thy 
wrong. 

My love shall in my verse ever live young. 


A woman’s face with Natures own hand 
painted _ , 

Hast thou, the master-mistress of my pssrion, 
A woman’s gentle heart, but not acquainted 
With shifting change, as is ftlse womens 
fashion; 
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An eye more bright than theirs, less false in 
rolling, 

Gilding uie object whereupon it gazeth; 6 
A man in hue all hues in his controlling, 
Which steals men’s eyes and women’s souls 
amazeth. 

And for a woman wert thou first created; 

Till Nature, as she wrought thee, fell a-doting, 
And by addition me of thee defeated, 

By adding one thing to my purpose nothing, ia 
But since she pnck’d thee out for women’s 
pleasure, 

Mine be thy love, and thy love’s use their 
treasure. 

XXI 

So is it not with me as with that Muse 
Stor’d by a painted beauty to his verse. 

Who heaven itself for ornament doth use 
And every fair with his fair doth rehearse, 
Making a couplement of proud compare, 

With sun and moon, with earth and sea's rich 
gems, 6 

With April’s first-born flowers, and all things rare 
That heaven’s air in this huge rondure items. 
O! let me, true in love, but truly write. 

And then believe me, my love is as fair 
As any mother’s child, though not so bright 
As those goid candles fix’d in heaven's air: is 
Let them say more that like of hear-say well; 
I will not praise that purpose not to sell. 

XXII 

My glass shall not persuade me I am old. 

So long as youth and thou are of one date; 
But wlien in thee time’s furrows 1 behold. 
Then look I death my days should expiate. 
For all that beauty that doth cover thee 
Is but the seemly raiment of my heart, 6 
Which in thy breast doth live, as thine in me: 
How can I then, be elder than thou art? 

Oi therefore, love, be of thyself so wary 
As I, not for myself, but for thee wi’l: 
Bearing thy heart, which I will keep so chary 
As tender nurse her babe from faring ill. 12 
Presume not on thy heart when mine is slain; 
Thou gav’st me thine, not to give back again. 

XXIII 

As an unperfect actor on the stage. 

Who with his fear is put besides his part. 

Or some fierce thing replete with too much rage, 
Whose strength’s abundance weakens his own 
heart; 

So I, for fear of trust, forget to say 
The perfect ceremony of love’s rite, 6 

And in mine own Jove’s strength seem to decay, 
O’erchargM with burden of mine own love’s 
might. 

OI let my books be then the eloquence 
And dumb presagers of my speaking breast. 
Who plead for love, and look for recompense. 
More than that tongue that more hath more 

O! is&m to read what silent love hath writ; 
To hear with eyes belongs to love's fine wit 


XXIV 

Mine eye hath play’d the painter and hath 
stelt’d 

Thy beauty’s form in table of my heart; 

My body is the frame wherein ’tis held, 

And perspective it is best painter’s art. 

For through the painter must you see his skill. 
To find where your true image pictur’d lies, 6 
Which in my bosom’s shop is hanging still. 
That hath his windows glazed with thine eyes. 
Now see what good turns eyes for eyes have 
done: 

Mine eyes have drawn thy shape, and thine for 
me 

Are windows to my breast where-through the 
sun 

Delights to peep, to gaze therein on thee; 12 
Yet eyes this cunning want to grace their art. 
They draw but what they see, know not the 
heart. 

xxv 

Let those who are in favour with their stars 
Of public honour and proud titles boast, 
Whilst I, whom fortune of such triumph bars. 
Unlook’d for joy in that I honour most. 

Great princes’ favourites their fair leaves 
spread 

But as the marigold at the sun’s eye, 6 

And in themselves their pride lies buried. 

For at a frown they in their glory die. 

The painful warrior famoused for fight. 

After a thousand victories once foil’d, 

Is from the book of honour razed quite. 

And all the rest forgot for which he toil d: is 
Then happy 1 , that love and am belov’d. 
Where I may not remove nor be remov’d. 

XXVI 

Lord of my love, to whom In vassalage 
Thy merit hath my duty strongly knit. 

To thee I send this written ambassage. 

To witness duty, not to show my wit: 

Duty so great, which wit so poor as mine 
May make seem bare, in wanting words to show 
it, 6 

But that 1 hope some good conceit of thine 
In thy soul’s thought, all naked, will bestow it; 
Till whatsoever star that guides my moving 
Points on me graciously with fair aspect. 

And puts apparel on my tatter'd loving. 

To show me worthy of thy sweet respect: rs 
Then may I dare to boast how I do love thee; 
Till then not show my head where thou mayit 
prove me. 

XXVII 

Weary with toll, I haste me to my bed. 

The dear repose for limbs with travel tired; 
But then begins a journey in my bead 
To work my mind, whentxxfr's work’s expir’d: 
For then my thoughts—from far wane I 
abide— 

Intend a zealous pilgrimage to thee, 6 

And keep my drooping eyelids open wide, 
Looking on darkness which the blind do see; 
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Save that my soul’s imaginary sight 
Presents thy shadow to my sightless view, 
Which, like a jewel hung in ghastly night. 
Makes black night beauteous and her old face 
new. is 

Lo! thus, by day my limbs, by night my mind, 
For thee, and for myself no quiet find. 

XXVIH 

How can I then return in happy plight, 

That am debarr’d the benefit of rest? 

When day’s oppression is not eas’d by night, 
But day by night, and night by day oppress’d. 
And each, though enemies to either’s reign, 
Do in consent shake hands to torture me, 6 
The one by toil, the other to complain 
How far I toil, still further oif from thee. 

I tell the day, to please him thou art bright 
And dost him grace when clouds do blot the 
heaven: 

So flatter I the swart-complexion’d night; 
When sparkling stars twite not thou gild'st the 
even, xa 

But day doth daily draw my sorrows longer. 
And night doth nightly make grief’s strength 
seem stronger. 


xx tx 

When in disgrace with fortune and men’s eyes 
I all alone beweep my outcast state, 

And trouble deaf heaven with my bootless cries. 
And look upon myself, and curse my fare. 
Wishing me like to one more rich in hope, 
Featur’d like him, like him with mends 
possess’d, 6 

Desiring this man’s art, and that man’s scope. 
With what I most enjoy contented least; 

Yet in these thoughts myself almost despising, 
Haply I think on thee,—and then my state. 
Like to the lark at break of day arising 
From sullen earth, sings hymns at heaven’s 
gate; 12 

For thy sweet love remember’d such wealth 
brings 

That then I scorn to change my state with 
kings. 


XXX 

When to the sessions of sweet silent thought 
I summon up remembrance of things past, 

I sigh the lack of many a thing I sought, 

And with old woes new wail my dear times' 
waste: 

Then can I drown an eye, unus’d to flow. 

For precious friends hid in death’s dateless 
night, 6 

And weep afresh love’s long since cancell’d 
woe. 

And moan the expense of many a vanish'd 
sight; 

Then can I grieve at grievances foregone. 

And heavily from woe to woe tell o’er 
The sad account of fore-bemoaned moan, 
Which I new pay as if not paid before. 12 
But if the while I think on thee, dear friend, 
AH loeies are restor’d and sorrows end. 


XXXI 

Thy bosom Is endeared with all hearts, 

Which I by lacking have supposed dead; 

And there reigns Love, and all Love’s loving 
parts. 

And all those friends which I thought buried. 
How many a holy and obsequious tear 5 
Hath dear religious love stol n from mine eye, 
As interest of the dead, which now appear 
But things remov’d that hidden in thee lie! 
Thou art the grave where buried love doth live, 
Hung with the trophies of my lovers gone, 
Who all their parts of me to thee did give, 
That due of many now is thine alone: 1* 

Their images I lov'd I view in thee. 

And thou—all they—hast all the all of me. 


XXXII 

If thou survive my well-contented day, 

When that churl Death my bones with dust 
shall cover. 

And shalt by fortune once more re-survey 
These poor rude lines of thy deceased lover. 
Compare them with the bettering of the time, 
And though they be outstripp’d by every pen, 6 
Reserve them for my love, not for their rime. 
Exceeded by the height of happier men. 

O! then vouchsafe me but this loving thought: 
‘Had my friend's Muse grown with this grow¬ 
ing age, 

A dearer birth than this his love had brought, 
To march in ranks of better equipage: » 

But since he died, and poets better prove. 
Theirs for their style I’ll read, his for his 
love.’ 


xxxni 

Full many a glorious morning have I seen 
Flatter the mountain-tops with sovereign eye, 
Kissing with golden fhtt the meadows green. 
Gilding pale streams with heavenly, alchymy; 
Anon permit the basest clouds to ride 
With ugly rack on his celestial face, 6 

And from the forlorn world his visage hide, 
Stealing unseen to west with this disgrace: 
Even so my sun one early morn did shine. 
With all-triumphant splendour on my brow; 
But, out! alack! he was but one hour mine, 
The region cloud hath mask’d him from me 
now. ” 

Yet him for this my love no whit disdameth; 
Suns of the world may stain when heaven’s 
sun staineth. 


xxx rv 

Why didst thou promise such a beauteous day. 
And make me travel forth without my cloak. 
To let base clouds o’ertake me in my way, 
Hiding thy bravery in their rotten smoke? 
’Tis not enough that through the cloud tnou 
break, , , 

To dry the rain on my storm-beaten face. 

For no man well of such a salve can speak . 
That heals the wound and cure# not the dis¬ 
grace: 
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Nor can thy shame give physic to my grief; 
Though thou repent, yet I have still the loss: 
The offender's sorrow lends but weak relief 
To him that bears the strong offence’s cross, i: 
Ah I but those tears are peaii which thy love 
sheds, 

And they are rich and ransom all ill deeds. 

XXXV 

No more be griev’d at that which thou hast 
done: 

Roses have thorns, and silver fountains mud; 
Clouds and eclipses stain both moon and sun, 
And loathsome canker lives in sweetest bud. 
All men make faults, and even I in this, 
Authorising thy trespass with compare, 6 
Myself corrupting, salving thy amiss. 

Excusing thy sins more than thy sins are; 

For to thy sensual fault I bring in sense,— 
Thy adverse party is thy advocate,— 

And ’gainst myself a lawful plea commence: 
Such civil war is in my love and hate, 12 
That 1 an accessary needs must be 
To that sweet thief which sourly robs from 
me. 


XXXVI 

Let me confess that we two must be twain, 
Although our undivided loves are one: 

So shall those blots that do with me remain, 
Without thy help, by me be borne alone. 

In our two loves there is but one respect, 
Though in our lives a separable spite, 6 

Which, though it alter not love’s sole effect. 
Yet doth it steal sweet hours from love’s de¬ 
light. 

I may not evermore acknowledge thee. 

Lest my bewailed guilt should do thee shame, 
Nor thou with public kindness honour me, 11 
Unless thou take that honour from thy name: 
But do not so; I love thee in such sort 
As thou being mine, mine is thy good report. 

XXXVII 

As a decrepit father takes delight 
To sec his active child do deeds of youth. 

So I, made lame by fortune’s dearest spite. 
Take all my comfort of thy worth and truth; 
For whether beauty, birth, or wealth, or wit. 
Or any of these all, or all, or more, 6 

Entitled in thy parts do crowned sit, 

I make my love engrafted to this store: 

So then I am not lame, poor, nor despis d, 
Whilst that this shadow doth such substance 
give 

That I in thy abundance am suffic’d 
And by a part of all thy glory live. ” 

Look what is best, that best I wish in thee: 
This wish I have; then ten times happy me! 

XXXVIII 

How can my Muse want subject to Invent, 
While thou dost breathe, that pour'st into my 
verso 

Thine own sweet argument, loo excellent 
For every vulgar paper to rehearse? 


O! give thyself the thanks, if aught in me 
Worthy perusal stand against thy sight; 6 
Fur who’s so dumb that cannot write to thee, 
When thou thyself dost give invention light? 
Be thou the ten th Muse, ten times more In worth 
Than those old nine wliich rimers invocate; 
And he that calls on thee, let him bring forth 
Eternal numbers to outlive long date. 22 
If my slight Muse do please these curious 
days. 

The pain be mine, but thine shall be the 
praise. 


xxxrx 

O! how thy worth with maimers may T sing, 
When thou art all the better part of me? 

What can mine own praise to mine own self 
bring? 

And what is't but mine own when I praise thee? 
Even for this let us divided live. 

And our dear love lose name of single one, 6 

That by this separation I may give 

That due to thee, which thou deserv’st alone. 

O absence! what a torment wouldst thou prove, 
Were it not thy sour leisure gave sweet leave 
To entertain the time with thoughts of love, 
Which time and thoughts so sweetly doth 
deceive, 21 

And that thou teachest how to make one 
twain, 

By praising him here who doth hence remain. 

XL 

Take all my loves, my love, yea, take them all; 
What hast thou then more than thou hadst 
before? 

No love, my love, that thou ma.vst true love call; 
All mine was thine before thou hadst this more 
Then, if for my love thou my love receivest, 

1 cannot blame thee for my love thou usest; 6 
But yet be blam’d, if thou thyself deceivest 
By wilful taste of what thyself refuses!. 

I do forgive thy robbery, gentle thief. 
Although thou steal thee all my poverty; 

And yet, love knows it is a greater grief 11 
To bear love’s wrong than hate's known injury. 
Lascivious grace, in whom all ill well shows. 
Kill me with spites; yet we must not be foes. 

xn 

Those pretty wrongs that liberty commits, 
When I am sometimes absent from thy heart. 
Thy beauty and thy yeats full well befits, 

For still temptation follows where thou art. 
Gentle thou art, and therefore to be won. 
Beauteous thou art, therefore to be assail d;« 
And when a woman woos, what woman’s son 
Will sourly leave her till she have prevail’d? 
Ay me! but yet thou mightst my seat forbear, 
And chide thy beauty and thy straying youth. 
Who lead thee in their riot even there 
Where thou art forc'd to break a twofold 
truth;— , . 11 

Hers, bv thy beauty tempting her to thee. 
Thine, by thy beauty being false to me. 
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XLII 

That thou hast her, it is not all my grief. 

And yet it may be said 1 lov’d her dearly: 
That she hath thee, is of my wailing chief, 

A loss in love that touches me more nearly. 
Loving offenders, thus I will excuse ye: 

Thou dost love her, because thou know’st 1 love 
her; 6 

And for my sake even so doth she abuse me. 
Suffering my friend for my sake to approve her. 
If I lose thee, my loss is my love’s gain, 

And losing her, my friend hath found that loss; 
Both find each other, and 1 lose both twain, 
And both for my sake lay on me this cross: 12 
But here’s the joy; my friend and I are one; 
Sweet flattery! then she loves but me alone. 

run 

When most I wink, then do mine eyes best see, 
For all the day they view things unrespected; 
But when I sleep, in dreams they look on thee, 
And darkly bright, are bright in dark directed. 
Then thou, whose shadow shadows doth make 
bright. 

How would thy shadow’s form form happy 
show 6 

To the clear day with thy much clearer light. 
When to unseeing eyes thy shade shines so! 
How would, 1 say, mine eyes be blessed made 
By looking on thee in the living day. 

When in dead night thy fair imperfect shade 
Through heavy sleep on sightless eyes doth 
sray! ia 

All days are nights to see till I see thee. 

And nights bright days when dreams do 
show thee me. 


xuv 

If the dull substance of my flesh were thought. 
Injurious distance should not stop my way: 
For then, despite of space, 1 would be brought. 
From limits far remote, where thou dost stay. 
No matter then although my foot did stand 
Upon the furthest earth remov’d from thee; e 
For nimble thought can jump both sea and 
land, 

As soon as think the place where he would be. 
But. ah! thought kills me that I am not thought, 
To leap large lengths of miles when thou art 
gone. 

But that, so much of earth and water wrought, 
I must attend time’s leisure with my moan; is 
Receiving nought by elements so slow 
But heavy tears, badges of cither's woe. 


XLV 

The other two, slight air and purging fire. 

Are both with thee, wherever I abide; 

The first my thought, the other my desire. 
These present-absent with swift motion slide. 
For when these quicker elements are gone 
In tender embassy of love to thee, 6 

My life, being made of four, with two alone 
Sinks down to death, oppress’d with melan¬ 
choly; 


Until life’s composition be recur’d 
By those sweet messengers return’d from thee. 
Who even but now come back again, assur'd 
Of thy fair health, recounting it to me: 12 

This told, I joy; but then no longer glad, 

I send them back again, and straight grow 
sad.. 


XL VI 

Mine eye and heart are at a mortal war. 

How to divide the conquest of thy sight; 
Mine eye my heart thy picture’s sight would 
bar, 

My heart mine eye the freedom of that right. 
My heart doth plead that thou in him dost 
lie,— 

A closet never pierc’d with crystal eyes,— 6 
But the defendant doth that plea deny. 

And says in him thy fair appearance lies. 

To 'cide this title is impannelied 
A quest of thoughts, all tenants to the heart; 
And by their verdict is determined 
The clear eye’s moiety and the dear heart’s 
part: 12 

As thus; mine eye’s d ue is thine outward part, 
And my heart’s right thine inward love of 
heart. 


XLVI1 

Betwixt mine eye and heart a league is took. 
And each doth good turns now unto the other: 
When that mine eye is famish'd for a look, 
Or heart in love with sighs himself doth 
smother. 

With my love’s picture then my eye doth feast, 
And to the painted banquet bids my heart; 6 
Another time mine eye is my heart’s guest, 
And in his thoughts of love doth share a 
part: 

So, either by thy picture or my love, 

Thyself away art present still with me; 

For thou not ftirther than my thoughts canst 
move, it 

And I am still with them and they with thee; 
Or, if they sleep, thy picture in my sight 
Awakes my heart to heart’s and eye's delight. 

XL VIII 

How carefbl was I when I took my way. 

Each trifle under truest bars to thrust, 

That to my use it might unused stay 
From hands of falsehood, in sure wards of 
Dust! 

But thou, to whom my jewels trifles are, 

Most worthy comfort, now my greatest grief, * 
Thou, best of dearest and mine only care, 

Art left the prey of every vulgar thfef. 

Thee have I not lock’d up in any chest, 

Save where thou art not, though I feel thou 
art. 

Within the gentle closure of my breast, 

From whence at pleasure thou mayst come and 
part; IJ 

And even thence thou wilt be stol'n, I f ear * 
For truth proves thievish for a prize so dear. 
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Against that time, if ever that time come, 

When I shall see thee frown on my defects. 
When as thy love hath cast his utmost sum. 
Call’d to that audit by advis’d respects; 
Against that time when thou shalt strangely 
pass, s 

And scarcely greet me with that sun, thine eye, 
When love, converted from the thing it was. 
Shall reasons find of settled gravity; 

Against that time do I ensconce me here 
Within the knowledge of mine own desert. 

And this my hand against myself upreax, 
Toguard the lawful reasons on thy part; is 
To leave poor me thou hast the strength of 
laws. 

Since why to love I can allege no cause. 

L 

How heavy do I journey on the way. 

When what I seek, my weary travel’s end. 
Doth teach that ease and that repose to say, 
‘Thus far the miles are measur’d from thy 
friend 1 ’ 

The beast that bears me, tired with my woe, 
Plods dully on, to bear that weight in me, 6 
As if by some instinct the wretch did know 
His rider lov’d not speed, being made from 
thee: 

The bloody spur cannot provoke him on 
That sometimes anger thrusts into his hide. 
Which heavily he answers with a groan 
More sharp to me than spurring to his side; 12 
For that same groan doth put this in my 
mind: 

My grief lies onward, and my joy behind. 

LI 

Thus can my love excuse the slow offence 
Of my dull bearer when from thee I speed: 
From where thou art why should I haste me 
thence? 

TIU 1 return, of posting is no need. 

O! what excuse will my poor beast then find. 
When swift extremity can seem but slow? 6 
Then should I spur, though mounted on the 
wind. 

In winged speed no motion shall I know: 
Then can no horse with my desire keep pace; 
Therefore desire, of perfect st love being made. 
Shall neigh—no dull flesh—in his fiery race; 11 
But love, for love, thus shall excuse my jade,— 
‘Since from thee going he went wilful-slow, 
Towards thee I’ll run and give him leave to 
go.’ 

UI 

So am I aa the rich, whose blessed key 
Can bring him to his 3 weet up-locked treasure, 
The which he will not every hour survey, 

For blunting the fine point of seldom pleasure. 
Therefore are feasts so solemn and so rare, 

* Since, seldom coming, in the long year set, 6 
like stones of worth they thinly placed are, 
Or captain jewels in the carconet. 


So is the time that keeps you as my chest. 

Or as the wardrobe which the robe doth hide. 
To make some special instant special blest 
By new unfolding his imprison'd pride. ta 
Blessed are you, whose worthiness gives 
scope. 

Being had, to triumph; being lack’d, to hope. 


LIII 

What is your substance, whereof are you made. 
That millions of strange shadows on you 
tend? 

Since every one hath, every one, one shade. 
And you, but one, car. every shadow lend. 
Describe Adonis, and the counterfeit 
Is poorly imitated after you: 6 

On Helen’s cheek all art of beauty set, 

And you in Grecian tires are painted new: 
Speak of the spring and foison of the year. 
The one doth shadow of your beauty show. 
The other as your bounty doth appear; 

And you in every blessed shape we know. 12 
In all external grace you have some part. 
But you like none, none you, for constant 
heart. 


liv 

Ol how much more doth beauty beauteous 
seem 

By that sweet ornament which truth doth give! 
The rose looks fair, but fairer we it deem 
For that sweet odour which doth in it live. 
The canker-blooms have full as deep a dye 
As the perfumed tincture of the roses, 6 
Hang on such thorns, and play as wantonly 
When summer’s breath their masked buds dis¬ 
closes: 

But, for their virtue only is their show, 

They live unwoo’d, and unrespected fade; 

Die to themselves. Sweet roses do not so; it 
Of their sweet deaths are sweetest odours made: 
And so of you, beauteous and lovely youth. 
When that shall vade, my verse distils your 
truth. 


LV 

Not marble, nor the gilded monuments 

Of princes, shall outlive this powerful rime; 

But you shall shine more bright in these con¬ 
tents 

Than unswept stone, besmear’d with sluttish 
time. 

When wasteful war shall statues overturn. 

And broils root out the work of masonry, 6 

Nor Mars his sword nor war’s quick fire shall 
bum 

The living record of your memoir. 

’Gainst death and all-oblivious enmity 

Shall you pace forth; your praise shall still find 
room 

Even in the eyes of all posterity 

That wear this world out to the ending doom. 12 
So, till the judgment that yourself arise. 
You live in this, and dwell In lovers’ eyes. 


NO 
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Sweet love, renew thy force; be It not Bald 
Thy edge should blunter be than appetite. 
Which out to-day by feeding is allay’d, 
To-morrow sharpen'd in his former might; 
So, love, be thou; although to-day thou fill 
Thy hungry eyes, even till they wink with ful¬ 
ness, 6 

To-morrow see again, and do not kill 
The spirit of love with a perpetual dulness. 
Let this sad interim like the ocean be 
Which parts the shore, where two contracted 
new 

Come daily to the banks, that, when they see 
Return of love, more bless’d may be the view; 12 
Or call it winter, which, being full of care, 
Makes summer’s welcome thrice more wish'd, 
more rare. 


LVII 

Being your slave, what should I do but tend 
Upon the hours and times of your desire? 

I have no precious time at all to spend, 

Nor services to do, till you require. 

Nor dare I chide the worid-without-end hour 
Whilst I, my sovereign, watch the clock for 
you, 6 

Nor think the bitterness of absence sour 
When you have bid your servant once adieu; 
Nor dare 1 question with roy jealous thought 
Where you may be, or your affairs suppose. 
But, like a sad slave, stay and think of nought, 
Save, where you are how happy you make 
those. 12 

So true a fool is love that in your will. 
Though you do anything, he thinks no iiL 


Lvni 

That god forbid that made me first your slave, 
I should in thought control your times of 
pleasure. 

Or at your hand the account of hours to crave. 
Being your vassal, bound to stay your leisure 1 
OI let me suffer, being at your beck. 

The imprison'd absence of your liberty; 6 

And patience, tame to sufferance, bide each 
check. 

Without accusing you of injury. 

Be where you list, your charier is so strong 
That you yourself may privilege your time 
To what you will; to you it doth belong 
Yourself to pardon of seif-doing crime. 

I am to wait, though waiting so be hell. 
Not blame your pleasure, be it HI or well. 


LIS 

If there be nothing new, but that which is 
Hath been before, how are our brains beguil'd. 
Which, labouring for invention, bear amiss 
The second burden of a former child 1 
O! that record could with a backward look. 
Even of five hundred courses of the sun. 

Show me your image in tome antique book. 
Since m i n d at first m rhsractrr was done) 
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That I might see what the old world could 

say 

To tliis composed wonder of your firame; 
Whe’r we are mended, ot whe’r better they. 
Or whether revolution be the same. 12 

OI sure I am, the wits of former days 
To subjects worse have given admiring 
praise. 

LX 

Like as the waves make towards the pebbled 
shore, 

So do our minutes hasten to their end; 

Each changing place with that which goes 
before. 

In sequent toil all forwards do contend. 
Nativity, once in the main of light. 

Crawls to maturity, wherewith being crown’d, 6 
Crooked eclipses 'gainst his glory fight. 

And Time that gave doth now his gift con¬ 
found. 

Time doth transfix the flourish set on youth 
And delves the parallels in beauty’s brow. 
Feeds on the rarities of nature's truth. 

And nothing stands but for his scythe to 
mow; 12 

And yet to times in hope my verse shall 
stand. 

Praising thy worth, despite his cruel hand. 


LXI 

Is it thy will thy image should keep open 
My heavy eyelids to the weary night ? 

Dost thou desire my slumbers should be 
broken. 

While shadows, like to thee, do mock my sight ? 
Is it thy spirit that thou send’st from thee 
So far from home, into my deeds to pry, 6 
To find out shames and idle hours in me. 

The scope and tenour of thy jealousy? 

O, no! thy love, though much, is not so 
great: v 

It is my love that keeps mine eye awake; 
Mine own true love that doth my rest defeat, 
To play the watchman ever for thy sake: 12 
For thee watch I whilst thou dost wake else¬ 
where, 

From me far off, with others all too near. 


ucn 

Sin of self-love possesseth all mine eye 
And all my soul and all my every pari; 

And for this sin there is no remedy, 

It is so grounded inward in my heart. 
Methinks no face so gracious u as mine. 

No shape so true, no truth of such account; « 
And for myself mine own worth do define. 

As I all other in ail worths surmount. 

But when my glass shows me myself indeed, 
Beated and chopp’d with tann’d antiquity. 
Mine own self-love quite contrary I teed; 

< Self so seif-loving were iniquity. , a 

Tis thee, myself,—that for myself I praise. 
Painting my age with beauty of thy days. 
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Lxm 

Against my love shall be, as I am now. 

With Time’s injurious hand crush’d and o’er- 
wom; 

When hours have drain'd his blood and fill’d 
his brow 

With lines and wrinkles; when his youthful 
mom 

Hath travell’d on to age’s steepy night: 

And all those beauties whereof now he’s king $ 
Are vanishing or vanish’d out of sight, 

Stealing away the treasure of his spring; 

For such a tune do I now fortify 
Against confounding age’s cruel knife, 

That he shall never cut from memory 
My sweet love’s beauty, though my lover’s 
life: 12 

His beauty shall in these black lines be seen. 
And they shall live, and he in them still green. 

ucrv 

When I have seen by Time's fell hand defac’d 
The ricb-proud cost of outworn buried age: 
When sometime lofty towers I see down-raz d. 
And brass eternal slave to mortal rage; 

When 1 have seen the hungry ocean gain 
Advantage on the kingdom of the shore, 6 
And the firm soil win of the watery main, 
Increasing store with loss, and loss with store; 
When I have seen such interchange of state. 
Or state itself confounded to decay; 

Ruin hath taught me thus to ruminate— 

That Time will come and take my love away. 12 
This thought is as a death, which cannot choose 
But weep to have that which it fears to lose. 

LXV 

Since brass, nor stone, nor earth, nor boundless 
sea, 

But sad mortality o’ersways their power, 

How with this rage shall beauty bold a plea. 
Whose action is no stronger than a flower? 

Ot how shall summer '8 honey breath hold out 
Against the wrackful siege of battering days, 6 
When rocks impregnable are not so stoat, 
Nor gates of steel so strong, but Time decays? 
O fearful meditation 1 where, alack, 

Shall Time’s best jewel from Time’s chest lie 
hid? 

Or what strong hand can hold his swift foot 
back? 

Or who his spoil of beauty can forbid? »» 
Ol none, unless this miracle have might. 
That in black ink my love may still shine 
bright. 

LXVI 

Tir’d with all these, for restful death 1 cry 
As to behold desert a beggar bom, 

And needy nothing trimm d in jollity. 

And purest faith unhappily forsworn, 

And gilded honour shamefully misplac d, 
•And maiden virtue rudely a trumpeted, 6 
And right perfection wrongfully disgraced. 
And strength by limping sway disabled. 


And art made tongue-tied by authority, 

And folly—doctor-like—controlling skill. 

And simple truth miscall’d simplicity. 

And captive good attending captain ul: 12 

Tir’d with all these, from these would I be 
gone, 

Save that, to die, I leave my love alone. 
lxvii 

Ah! wherefore with infection should he live, 
And with his presence grace Impiety, 

That sin by him advantage should achieve. 
And lace itself with bis society? 

Why should false painting imitate his cheek, 
And steal dead seeing of his living hue? 6 
Why should poor beauty indirectly seek 
Roses of shadow, since his rose is true? 

Why should he live, now Nature bankrupt is. 
Beggar’d of blood to blush through lively 
veins? 

For she hath no exchequer now but bis, 

And, proud of many, lives upon his gains. 12 
Ol him she stores, to show what wealth she 
had 

In days long since, before these last so bad. 

LXVIIl 

Thus is his cheek the map of days outworn. 
When beauty liv’d and died as flowers do 
now. 

Before these bastard signs of fair were born. 
Or durst inhabit on a living brow; 

Before the golden tresses of the dead. 

The right of sepulchres, were shorn away, « 
To live a second life on second head; 

Ere beauty's dead fleece made another gay: 

In him those holy antique hours are seen. 
Without all ornament, itself and true. 

Making no summer of another’s green, 
Robbing no old to dress his beauty new; is 
And him as for a map doth Nature store. 
To show false Art what beauty was of yore. 


Those parts of thee that the world’s eye doth 
view 

Want nothing that the thought of hearts can 
mend; 

All tongues—the voice of souls—give thee that 
due, 

Uttering bare truth, even so as foes commend. 

Thy outward thus with outward praise is 
crown’d; , 

But those same tongues, that give thee so thine 
own, . * 

In other accents do this praise confound 

By seeing farther than the eye hath shown. 

They look into the beauty of thy mind. 

And that, in guess, they measure by thy denis; 

Then,—churls,—their thoughts, although their 

To thyfairflower add the rank smell of weeds: 
But why thy odour matcheth not thy show. 
The soil is this, that thou dost common grow- 
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utx 

That thou art blam’d shall not be thy defect. 
For slander's mark was ever yet the fair; 

The ornament of beauty is suspect, 

A crow that flies in heaven’s sweetest air. 

So thou be good, slander doth but approve 
Thy worth the greater, being woo’d of time; 6 
For canker vice the sweetest buds doth love. 
And thou presentst a pure unstained prime. 
Thou hast pass’d by the ambush of young days, 
Either not assail’d, or victor being charg'd; 
Yet this thy praise cannot be so thy praise. 
To tie up envy evermore enlarg’d: is 

If some suspect of ill mask'd not thy show. 
Then thou alone kingdoms of hearts shouldst 
owe, 

LXXI 

No longer mourn for me when I am dead 
Than you shall hear the surly sullen bell 
Give warning to the world that I am fled 
From this vile world, with vilest worms to dwell: 
Nay, if you read this line, remember not 
The hand that writ it: for I love you so, 6 
That I In your sweet thoughts would be forgot, 
If thinking on me then should make you woe. 
O! if,—I say, you look upon this verse. 

When I perhaps compounded am with clay, 
Do not so much as my poor name rehearse, 
But let your love even with my life decay; is 
Lest the wise world should look into your 
moan, 

And mock you with me after I am gone. 

LXXII 

O! lest the world should task you to recite 
What merit lived in me, that you should love 
After my death,—dear love, forget me quite. 
For you in me can nothing worthy prove; 
Unless you would devise some virtuous lie. 

To do more for me than mine own desert, t 
And hang more praise upon deceased I 
Than niggard truth would willingly impart; 

Ot lest your true love may seem false in this, 
That you for love speak well of me untrue, 
My name be buried where my body is. 

And live no more to shame nor me nor you. is 
For I am sham’d by that which I bring forth, 
And so should you, to love things nothing 
worth. 

Lxxin 

That time of year thou mayst in me behold 
When yellow leaves, or none, or few, do hang 
Upon those boughs which shake against the 
cold, 

fore ruin’d choirs, where late the sweet birds 
sang. 

In me thou see'st the twilight of such day 
As after sunset fadeth in the west; 6 

Which by and by black night doth take away. 
Death’s second self, that seals up all in rest. 

In me thou see’st the glowing of such fire, 
That on the ashes of his youth doth lie, 

As the death-bed whereon it must expire ti 
Consum’d with that which it was nourish’d by. 


This thou percelv’st, which makes thy love 
more strong, 

To love that well which thou must leave ere 
long. 

Lxxrv 

But be contented: when that fell arrest 
Without all bail shall carry me away, 

My life hath in this line some interest, 

Which for memorial still with thee shall stay. 
When thou reviewest this, thou dost review 
The very part was consecrate to thee: 6 

The earth can have but earth, which is his due; 
My spirit is thine, the better part of me: 

So then thou hast but lost the dregs of life, 
The prey of worms, my body being dead; 

The coward conquest of a wretch’s knife. 

Too base of thee to be remembered. ti 
The worth of that is that which it contains. 
And that is this, and this with thee remains. 

LXXV 

So are you to my thoughts as food to life, 

Or as sweet-aeasou’d showers are to the 
ground; 

And for the peace of you I hold such strife 
As 'twixt a miser and his wealth is found; 
Now proud as an enjoyer, and anon 5 

Doubting the filching age will steal his treasure; 
Now counting best to be with you alone. 
Then better’d that the world may see my 
pleasure: 

Sometime, all full with feasting on your sight. 
And by and by dean starved for a look; 
Possessing or pursuing no delight, 

Save what is had or must from you be took, is 
Thus do I pine and surfeit day by day, 

Or gluttomng on ail, or all away. 

LXXV! 

Why is my verse so barren of new pride. 

So far from variation or quick change? 

Why with the time do I not glance aside 
To new-found methods and to compounds 
strange? 

Why write I still all one, ever the same. 

And keep invention in a noted weed, < 
That every word doth almost tell my name, 
Showing their birth, and where they did pro¬ 
ceed? 

Oi know, sweet love, I always write of you. 
And you and love are still my argument; 

So all my best is dressing old words new, 
Spending again what is already spent; 13 
For as the sun is daily new and old, 

So is my love still telling what Is told. 

ucxvn 

Thy glass win show thee bow thy beauties wear. 
Thy dial how thy precious minutes waste; 

The vacant leaves thy mind’s imprint will bear, 

And of thia book this learning mayst thou taste. 

The wrinkles which thy glare will truly show 
Of mouthed graves will give thee memory; * 
Thou by thy dial’s shady stealth mayst know 
Time's thievish progrere to eternity. 
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Look I what thy memory cannot contain, 
Commit to these waste blanks, and thou shalt 
find 

Those children nursed, deliver’d from thy 
brain. 

To take a new acquaintance of thy mind, u 
These offices, so oft as thou wilt look. 

Shall profit thee and much enrich thy book, 

tXXVIll 

So oft have I invok’d thee for my Muse 
And found such fair assistance in my verse 
As every alien pen hath got my use 
And under thee their poesy disperse. 

Thine eyes, that taught the dumb on high to 
sing 

And heavy ignorance aloft to fly, 6 

Have added feathers to the learned’s wing 
And given grace a double majesty. 

Yet be most proud of that which I compile. 
Whose influence is thine, and bom of thee: 

In others’ works thou dost but mend the style, 
And arts with thy sweet graces graced be; is 
But thou art ail my art, and dost advance 
As high as learning my rude ignorance, 

Lxxrx 

Whilst 1 alone did call upon thy aid. 

My verse alone had all thy gentle grace; 

But now my gracious numbers are decay’d. 
And my sick muse doth give another place. 

I grant, sweet love, thy lovely argument 
Deserves the travail of a worthier pen; i 
Yet what of thee thy poet doth invent 
He robs thee of, and pays it thee again. 

He lends thee virtue, and he stole that word 
From thy behaviour; beauty doth he give. 
And found it in thy cheek; he can afford 
No praise to thee but what in thee doth live, is 


Your name from hence immortal life shall have. 
Though I, once gone, to all the world must 
die: « 

The earth can yield me but a common grave. 
When you entombed in men’s eyes shall lie. 
Your monument shall be my gentle verse. 
Which eyes not yet created shall o'er-read; 
And ton gues to be your being shall rehearse, n 
When all the breathers of this world are dead; 
You still shall live,—such virtue hath my 
pen,— 

Where breath most breathes,—even in the 
mouths of men. 

ucxxn 

I grant thou wert not married to my Muse, 
And therefore mayst without attaint o'erlook 
The dedicated words which writers use 
Of their fair subject, blessing every book. 
Thou art a3 fair in knowledge as in hue, 
Finding thy worth a limit past my praise; « 
And therefore art enforc’d to seek anew 
Some fresher stamp of the time-bettering days. 
And do so, love; yet when they have devis’d 
What strained touches rhetoric can lend. 

Thou truly fair wert truly sympathized n 
In true plain words by thy true-telling friend: 
And their gross painting might be better used 
Where cheeks need blood; in thee it is abus’d. 

Mtxxin 

I never saw that you did painting need, 

And therefore to your fair no painting set; 

I found, or thought I found, you did exceed 
The barren tender of a poet’s debt: 

And therefore have I slept in your report,, , 
That you yourself, being extant, well might 
show 


Then thank him not for that which he doth How fjr a rao j enl n niil doth come too short, 
say. , ,, . Speaking of worth, what worth in you doth grow. 

Since what he ow« thee thou thyself dost -j^s^lence for my sin you did impute, 
pay. ' ’ ’ ' 


LXXX 

Ot how I faint when I of you do write, 
Knowing a better spirit doth use your name, 
And in the praise thereof spends all his might. 
To make me tongue-tied, speaking of your 
fame! 

But since your worth—wide as the ocean is,* 
The humble as the proudest sail doth bear, * 
My saucy bark, inferior far to lus. 

On your broad main doth wilfully appear. 
Your shallowest help will hold me up afloat. 
Whilst he upon your soundless deep dotb rule; 
Or, being wrack’d, I am a worthless boat. 

He of tall building and of goodly pride: r* 
Then if he thrive and I be cast away, 

The worst was this;—my love was my decay. 

UtXXI 

•Or I shah live your epitaph to make. 

Or you survive when I In earth am rotten,. 
From hence your memory death cimnot tak e. 
Although in me each part will be forgotten. 


Which shall be most my glory, being dumb; 

For I impair not beauty being mute, _ii 

When others would give life, and bring a tomb. 
There lives more life in one of your fair eye* 
Than both your poets can in praise devise. 

UOtXJV 

Who is it that says most? which can say mow 
Than this rich praise,—that you alone aw you? 
In whose confine immured is the store 
Which should example where your equal grew. 
Lean penury within that pen doth dwell 5 
That to his subject lends not some small glory; 
But he that writes of you, if he can toll 
Thai you axe you, so dignifies his story, 

Let him but copy what in you is writ. 

Not making worse what nature matte so dear, 
And such a counterpart shall fame his wit. 
Making his style admired every where. ia 
You to your beauteous bl » .ings add a curse. 
Being fond on praise, which m a ke * your 
praise* worse. 
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LXXXV 

My tongue-tied Muse m manners holds her 
still. 

Whilst comments of your praise, richly com¬ 
pil’d, 

Deserve their character with golden quill, 

And precious phrase by ail the Muses fil'd. 

1 think good thoughts, while others write good 
words, 

And, like unletter'd clerk, still cry ‘Amen’ 4 
To every hymn that able spirit affords. 

In polish’d form of well-refined pen. 

Hearing you prais’d, I say, "Tts so, 'tis true,’ 
And to the most of praise add something more; 
But that is in my thought, whose love to you. 
Though words come hindmost, holds his rank 
before. 12 

Then others for the breath of words respect, 
Me for my dumb thoughts, speaking in effect. 

LXXXVl 

Was it the proud full sail of his great verse, 
Bound for the prize of all too precious you. 
That did my ripe thoughts in my brain inliearse. 
Making their tomb the womb wherein they 
grew? 

Was it his spirit, by spirits taught to write 
Above a mortal pitch, that struck me dead? S 
No, neither he, nor his compeers by night 
Giving him aid, my verse astonished. 

He, nor that affable familiar ghost 
Which nightly gulls him with intelligence. 

As victors of my silence cannot boast; 

I was not sick of any fear from thence: 12 

But when your countenance fill’d up his line, 
Then lack’d I matter; that enfeebled mine. 

uoorvrr 

Farewell! thou art too dear for my possessing. 
And like enough thou know’st thy estimate; 
The charter of thy worth gives thee releasing; 
My bonds in thee are all determinate. 

For how do I hold thee but by thy granting? 
And for that riches where is my deserving? 4 
The .cause of this fair gift in me is wanting, 
And so my patent back again is swerving. 
Thyself thou gav’st, thy own worth then not 
knowing. 

Or me, to whom thou gav’st it, else mistaking; 
So thy peat gift, upon misprision growing, u 
Comes home again, on better judgment making. 
Thus have I had thee, as a dream doth flatter, 
In sleep a king, but, waking, no such matter. 

Lxxxvm 

When thou shalt be dispos’d to set me light. 
And place my merit in the eye of scorn. 

Upon thy side against myself I’ll fight, 

And prove thee virtuous, though thou art for¬ 
sworn. 

With mine own weakness, being best ac¬ 
quainted, 

Upon thy part I can set down a story « 
Of faults conceal’d, wherein I am attainted; 
That thou In losing me shalt win much glory: 


And I by this will be a gainer too; 

For bending all my loving thoughts on thee. 
The injuries that tcv myself I do. 

Doing thee vantage, double-vantage me. 12 
Such is my love, to thee I so belong. 

That for thy right myself will bear all wrong. 

LXXXDt 

Say that thou didst forsake me for some fault, 
And I will comment upon that offence: 

Speak of my lameness, and I straight will halt, 
Against thy teasons making no defence. 

Thou canst not, love, disgrace me half so ill. 
To set a form upon desired change, 6 

As 1'll myself disgrace; knowing thy will, 

I will acquaintance strangle, and look strange; 
Be absent from thy walks; and in my tongue 
Thy sweet beloved name no more shall dwell, 
Lest 1, too much profane, should do it wrong, 
And haply of our old acquaintance tell. 12 
For thee, against myself I’ll vow debate, 
For I must ne’er love him whom thou dost 
hate. 

xc 

Then hate me when thou wilt; if ever, now; 
Now, while the world is bent my deeds to 
cross, 

Join with the spite of fortune, make me bow. 
And do not drop in for an after-loss: 

Ah! do not, when my heart hath ’scap'd this 
sorrow, 

Come in the rearward of a conquer’d woe; 6 
Give not a windy night a rainy morrow, 

To Unger out a purpos’d overthrow. 

If thou wilt leave me, do not leave me last, 
When other petty griefs have done their spite. 
But in the onset come: so shall I taste 
At first the very worst of fortune’s might; 12 
And other strains of woe, which now seem wot. 
Compar’d with loss of thee will not seem so. 

xor 

Some glory in their birth, some In their skill, 
Some in their wealth, some in their body's 
force; 

Some in their garments, though new-fimgled ill; 
Some in their hawks and hounds, some in their 
horse; 

And every humour hath his adjunct pleasure. 
Wherein it finds a Joy above the rest: 4 

But these particulars are not my measure; 

All these I better in one general best. 

Thy love is better than high birth to me, 
Richer than wealth, prouder than garments’ 
cost, 

Of more delight than hawks or horses be; 
And having thee, of all men’s pride 1 boast: 12 
Wretched in this alone, that thou mayst take 
All this away, and me most wretched make. 

xen 

But de thy worst to steal thyself away, 

For term of life thou art assured mine; 

And life no longer than thy love will stay, 

For it depends upon that love of thine. 
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Then need I not to fear the worst of wrongs, 
When in the least of them my life hath end. < 
I see a better state to me belongs 
Than that which on thy humour doth depend: 
Thou canst not vex me with inconstant mind, 
Since that my life on thy revolt doth lie. 

O! what a happy title do 1 find. 

Happy to have thy love, happy to die: 12 

But what’s so blessed-fair that fears no blot 7 
Thou mayst be false, and yet I know it nob 


XCIII 

So shall I live, supposing thou art true. 

Like a deceived husband; so love’s face 
May still seem love to me, though alter’d new; 
Thy looks with me, thy heart in other place: 
For there can live no hatred in thine eye. 
Therefore in that I cannot know thy change. 6 
In many’s looks the false heart’s history 
Is writ in moods, and frowns, and wrinkles 
strange. 

But heaven in thy creation did decree 
That in thy face sweet love should ever dwell; 
Whate'er thy thoughts or thy heart’s workings 
be. 

Thy looks should nothing thence but sweetness 
tell. is 

How like Eve’s apple doth thy beauty grow. 
If thy sweet virtue answer not thy show! 


*ctv 

They that have power to hurt and will do 
none. 

That do not do the thing they most do show. 
Who, moving others, are themselves as stone. 
Unmoved, cold, and to temptation slow; 

They rightly do inherit heaven’s graces, 

And husband nature’s riches fVom expense; 6 
They are the lords and owners of their faces, 
Others but stewards of their excellence. 

The summer’s flower is to the summer sweet. 
Though to itself it only live and die, 

But if that flower with base infection meet, 
The basest weed outbraves his dignity: ii 

For sweetest things turn sourest by their 
deeds: 

Lilies that fester smell far worse than weeds. 


xcv 

How sweet and lovely dost thou make the 
shame 

Which, like a canker in the fragrant rose. 
Doth spot the beauty of thy budding name! 
O! in what sweets dost thou thy sins enclose. 
That tongue that tells the story of thy days. 
Making lascivious comments on thy sport, 6 
Cannot dispraise but in a kind of praise; 
Naming thy name blesses an ill report. 

Ol what a mansion have those vices got 
Which for their habitation chose out thee, 
Where beauty’s veil doth cover every blot 
And all things turn to fair that eyes can seel ra 
Take heed, dear heart, of this targe privilege; 
The hardest knife ill-used doth lose his edge. 


xcvi 

Some say thy fault is youth, some wantonness; 
Some say thy grace is youth and gentle sport: 
Both grace and faults ore lov’d of more and 
less: 

Thou makest faults graces that to thee resort. 
As on the finger of a throned queen 
The basest jewel will be well esteem’d, 6 
So are those errors that in thee are seen 
To truths translated and for true things deem’d. 
How many lambs might the stem wolf betray, 
If like a lamb he could his looks translate! 
How many gazers mightst thou lead away, 

If thou wouldst use the strength of all thy 
state! is 

But do not so; I love thee in such sort, 

As, thou being mine, mine is thy good report. 

xcvn 

How like a winter hath my absence been 
From thee, the pleasure of the fleeting year! 
What freezings have I felt, what dark days 
seen! 

What old December’s bareness every where! 
And yet this time remov’d was summer’s time; 
The teeming autumn, big with rich increase, t 
Bearing the wanton burden of the prime, 

Like widow’d wombs after their lords’ decease: 
Yet this abundant issue seem'd to me 
But hope of orphans and unfather'd fruit; 

For summer and his pleasures wait on thee. 
And, thou away, the very birds are mute: is 
Or, if they sing, ’tis with so dull a cheer. 
That leaves look pale, dreading the winter’s 
near. 

xcvm 

From you have I been absent in the spring. 
When proud-pied April, dress’d in all his Iran, 
Hath put a spirit of youth in every thing. 
That heavy Saturn laugh’d and ieap’d with him. 
Yet nor the lays of birds, nor the sweet smell 
Of different flowers in odour and in hue, 6 
Could make me any summer's story tell. 

Or from their proud lap pluck them where they 
grew: 

Nor did I wonder at the lily’s white. 

Nor praise the deep vermilion in the rose; 
They were but sweet, hut figures of delight. 
Drawn after you, you pattern of all those. 12 
Yet seem’d it winter still, and, you away, 
As with your shadow 1 with these did play. 


XCDC 

The forward violet thus did I chide: 

Sweet thief, whence didst thou steal thy sweet 
that smells, 

If not from my love’s breath? The purple pride 
Which on thy soft cheek for complexion dwells 
In my love’s veins thou hast too grossly dy*d. 
The Illy I condemned for thy hand, < 

And buds of marjoram had stol’n thy hair; 
The roses fearfully on thorns did stand, 

One blushing shame, another white despair; 
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A third, nor red nor white, had stol'n of both, 
And to his robbery had annex’d thy breath; 
But, for his theft, in pride of all his growth 12 
A vengeful canker eat him up to death. 

More flowers I noted, yet I none could see 
But sweet or colour it had stol’n from thee. 


Where art thou. Muse, that thou forget’st so 
long 

To speak of that which gives thee all thy might? 
Spend’st thou thy fury on some worthless song, 
Darkening thy power to lend base subjects 
light? 

Return, forgetful Muse, and straight redeem 
In gentle numbers time so idly spent; 6 
Sing to the ear that doth thy lays esteem 
And gives thy pen both skill and argument 
Rise, resty Muse, my love’s sweet face survey. 
If Time have any wrinkle graven there; 

If any, be a satire to decay, 

And make Time’s spoils despised every where. 12 
Give my love fame faster than Time wastes 
life; 

So thou prevent’st his scythe and crooked 
knife. 


O truant Muse, what shall be thy amends 
For thy neglect of truth in beauty dy’d? 

Both truth and beauty on my love depends; 
So dost thou too, and therein dignified. 

Make answer, Muse: wilt thou not haply say, s 
‘Truth needs no colour, with his colour fix d: 
Beauty no pencil, beauty’s truth to lay; 

But best is best, if never Intermix’d?’ 

Because he needs no praise, wilt thou be dumb? 
Excuse not silence so; for't lies in thee 
To make him much outlive a gilded tomb 
And to be prais’d of ages yet to be. 12 

Then do thy office, Muse; I teach thee how 
To make him seem long hence as he shows 
now. 


Vll 

My love Is strengthen’d, though more weak in 
seeming; 

t less, though less the show appear; 

la m*tv4tsni4n*y1 n,L A .__:_i__^_ « 


Alack! what poverty my Muse brings forth. 
That having such a scope to show her pride. 
The argument, all bare, is of more worth 
Than when it hath my added praise beside! 
Oi blame me not, if I no more can write! 
Look in your glass, and there appears a face 6 
That over-goes my blunt invention quite, 
Dulling my lines and doing me disgrace. 

Were it not sinful then, striving to mend. 

To mar the subject that before was well? 

For to no other pass my verses tend 
Than of your graces and your gifts to tell; 12 
And more, much more, than in my verse can 
sit, 

Y our own glass shows you when you look in 
it. 



To me, fair friend, you never can be old. 

For as you were when first your eye I ey’d. 
Such seems your beauty still. Three winters 
cold 

Have from the forests shook three summers’ 
pride, 

Three beauteous springs to yellow autumn 
turn’d 

In process of the seasons have I seen, s 
Three April perfumes in three hot Junes bura’d, 
Since first I saw you fresh, which yet are green. 
All! yet doth beauty, like a dial-hand, 

Steal from his figure, and no pace perceiv’d; 
So your sweet hue, which methinks still doth 
stand. 

Hath motion, and mine eye may be deceiv’d: 12 
For fear of which, hear this, thou age unbred: 
Ere you were born was beauty’s summer 
dead. 

cv 

let not my love be call’d idolatry. 

Nor my beloved as an idpl show, 

Since all alike my songs and praises be 
To one, of one, still such, and ever so. 

Kind is my love to-day, to-morrow kind. 

Still constant in a wondrous excellence; 6 

Therefore my verse, to constancy confin’d. 
One thing expressing, leaves out difference. 
‘Fair, kind, and true,’ is all my argument. 
Fair, kind, and true, ’ varying to other words; 
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So all their praises are bat prophecies 
Of this our time, all you prefiguring; 

And, for they look'd but with aivininr eyes, n 
They had uot skill enough your worth to sing: 
For we, which now behold these present 
days, 

Have eyes to wonder, but lack tongues to 
praise. 


cvn 

Not mine own fears, nor the prophetic soul 
Of the wide world dreaming on things to 
come, 

Can yet the lease of my true love control. 
Suppos’d as forfeit to a confin’d doom. 

The mortal moon hath her eclipse endur’d. 
And the sad augurs mock their own presage: 6 
Incertainties now crown themselves assur’d. 
And peace proclaims olives of endless age. 
Now with the drops of this most balmy time 
My love looks fresh, and Death to me sub- 
scribes 

Since, spice of him, 1’11 live in this poorrime, rr 
While he insults o’er dull and speechless tribes: 
And thou in this shalt find thy monu¬ 
ment. 

When tyrants’ crests and tombs of brass are 
spent. 


cvm 

What’s in the brain, that ink may character, 
Which hath not figur’d to thee my true spirit ? 
What’s new to speak, what new to register, 
That may express my love, or thy dear merit ? 
Nothing, sweet boy; but yet, like prayers 
diving, 

I must each day say o'er the very same: 6 

Counting no old thing old, thou mine, I thine. 
Even as when first I hallow’d thy fair name. 
So that eternal love in love’s flesh case 
Weighs not the dust and injury of age. 

Nor gives to necessary wrinkles place. 

But makes antiquity for aye jus page; » 
Finding the first conceit of love there bred. 
Where time and outward form would stow 
it dead. 


ax 

OI never say that I was fldse of heart, 
r ough absence seem’d my flame to qualify. 
As easy might I from myself depa rt 
As .from my soul, widen in thy breast doth 


That is my tome of love: if I have rang’d. 
Like ton that travels, I return again; ® 
Just to the time, not with the time exchang d. 
So that myself King water for my stain. 
Never believe, though in my nature reigned 
All i (tildes that besiege all kinds of blood. 
That it could so prepasMOUily be stain’d. 

To leave for ' rthing all thy, sum of good; rs 
For nothing this wide universe I can. 

Save ttoo,'my rose; init thou art my all. 


cx 

Alas! 'tto true I have gone here and there. 
And made myself a motley to the view. 

Gor’d mine own thoughts, sold cheap what is 
most dear. 

Made old offences of affections new; 

Most true it is that I have look'd on truth 
Askance and strangely; but, by all above, < 
These blenches gave my heart another youth. 
And worse essays prov'd thee my best of love. 
Now all is done, save what shall have no end: 
Mine appetite I never more will grind 
On newer proof, to try an older friend, 

A god in love, to whom I am confin’d. rs 
Then give me welcome, next my heaven the 
best. 

Even to thy pure and most most loving 
breast. 


CXI 

O! for my sake do you with Fortune chide 
The guilty goddess of my harmful deeds. 

That did not better for my life provide 
Than public means which public manners 
breeds. 

Thence comes it that my name receives a brand. 
And almost thence ray nature is subdu'd 6 
To what it works in, like the dyer’s hand: 

Pity me, then, and wish I were renew’d; 
Whilst, like a willing patient, I will drink 
Potions of eisel ’gainst my strong infection; 
No bitterness that 1 will bitter think, 

Nor double penance, to correct correction, is 
Pity me, then, dear friend, and I assure ye 
Even that your pity is enough to cure me. 


cxn 


Your love and pity doth the impression fill 

Which • ' ' ' ' ‘ 


For what care I who calls me well or i , 

So you o’er-greeu my bad, my good allow! 
You are my ail-the-world, ana I must strive 
To know my shames and praises from your 

Notweise to me, nor I to none alive, 

That my steel’d sense or changes right or 


In so profound abysm I throw all care 
Of other’s voices, that my adder’s sense 
To critic and to flatterer stopped are. 

Mark how with my neglect 1 do dispense: rs 
You are so strongly in my pun>ose bred. 
That ail the world besides methinks are dead. 


Since I left you, mine eye is in my mind; 

And that which governs me to go about 
Doth part his flinction and is partly blind. 
Seems seeing, but effectually is out; 

For it no form delivers to the heart j 

Of bird, of flower, or shape, which it doth latch: 
Of his quick objects haw tto mind no part. 
Nor his own vision holds what it doth c a t ch ; 
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For if it see tho rod’s t or gentlest sight. 

The most sweet favour or deformed'st creature. 
The mountain or the sea. the day or night. 
The crow or dove, it shapes them to your 
feature: u 

Incapable of more, replete with you, 

My most true mind thus maketh mine un¬ 
true. 


cxrv 

Or whether doth my mind being crown’d with 
you. 

Drink up the monarch's plague, this flattery? 
Or whether shall I say, mine eye salth true. 
And that your love taught it this alchymy, 

To make of monsters and things indigest 
Such cherubins as your sweet self resemble, 6 
Creating every bad a perfect best, 

As fast as objects to his beams assemble? 

Ol ’tis the first, ’tis flattery in my seeing. 

And my great mind most kingly drinks it up: 
Mine eye well knows what with his gust is 
’greeing. 

And to his palate doth prepare the cup: ta 
If it be poison'd, ’tis the lesser sin 
That mine eye loves it and doth first begin. 

cxv 

Those lines that I before have writ do lie, 
Even those that said I could not love you 
dearer: 

Yet then my judgment knew no reason why 
My most full flame should afterwards bum 
dearer. 

But reckoning Time, whose milllon’d accidents 
Creep in ’twixt vows, and change decrees of 
kings, * 

Tan sacred beauty, blunt the sbarp'st intents, 
Divert strong minds to the course of altering 
things; 

Alas! why, fearing of Time’s tyranny. 

Might I not then say, ‘Now I love you best , 
Who) I was certain o'er incertainty. 
Crowning the present, doubting of the Test ? u 
Love is a babe; then might I not say so. 

To give full growth to that which still doth 
grow? 


cxvi 

Let me not to the marriage of true minds 
Admit impediments. Love is not love 
Which alters when it alteration finds, 

Or bends with the remover to remove: 

O, no! it is an ever-fixed mark. 

That looks on tempests and is never shaken; 6 
It is the star to every wandering baric, 

Whose worth’s unknown, although his height 
be taken. 

Love’s not Time’s fool, though rosy lips and 
cheeks 

Within his bending sickle’s compass come; 
Love alters not with his brief hours and Weeks, 
But bears it out even to ri>e edge of doom, u 
If rids be error, and upon me prav’d, 

I never writ, nor no man ever lov’d. 


acvn 

Accuse me thus: that I have scanted an 
Wherein I should your great deserts repay. 
Forgot upon your dearest love to call, 
Whereto all bonds do tie me day by day; 
That I have frequent been with unknown 
minds. 

And given to time your own dear-purchas'd 
right; 6 

That I have hoisted sail to ail the winds 
Which should transport me furthest from your 
sight. 

Book both my wilfiilness and errors down, 
And on just proof surmise accumulate; 

Bring me within the level of your frown. 

But shoot not at me in your waken'd hate; is 
Since my appeal says I did strive to prove 
The constancy and virtue of your love. 


cxvm 

Like as, to make our appetites more keen. 
With eager compounds we our palate urge; 
As, to prevent our maladies unseen, 

We sicken to shun sickness when we purge; 
Even so, being full of your ne'er-cloying sweet¬ 
ness. 

To bitter sauces did I frame my feeding; « 
And, sick of welfare, found a kind of meetness 
To be diseas'd, ere that there was true needing. 
Thus policy in love, to anticipate 
The ills that were not, grew to faults assur’d, 
And brought to medicine a healthful state, re 
Which, rank of goodness, would by ill be cur'd; 
But thence I learn, and find the lesson true, 
Drugs poison him that so fell sick of you. 


cxix 

What potions have I drunk of Siren team, 

Distill'd from limbecks foul as hell within, 
Applying fears to Hopes, and hopes to fears. 
Still losing when I saw myself to win! 

What wretched errors hath my heart com¬ 
mitted. 

Whilst it hath thought itself so blessed never! 6 
How have mine eyes out of their spheres been 
fitted. 

In the distraction of this madding fever! 

O benefit of ill! now I find true 
That better is by evil still made (letter; 

And ruin’d love, when it Is built anew, ” 
Grows fairer than at first, more strong, far 
greater. 

So I return rebuk’d to my content. 

And gain by ill thrice more than I have spent. 


exx 

That you were once unkind befriends me now, 
And for that sorrow, which I then did feel. 
Needs must I under my transgression bow. 
Unless my nerves were brass or hammer d steel. 
For if you were by my linkindnesi shaken, 

Aa I by yours, you’ve pass’d a bell of time; » 
And I, a tyrant, have no leisure taken 
To weigh now once I suffer’d In your crime- 
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Olthatournlghtofwoemlght have remember’d No, It was buflded far from accident; 

My deepest sense, how hard true sorrow hits, It sutlers not in smiling pomp, nor falls 
And soon to you, as you to me, then tender’d 11 Under the blow of thralled disco 


The humble salve which wounded bosoms fits! 
But that your trespass now becomes a fee; 
Mine ransoms yours, and yours must ransom 
me. 

cxxi 

'Tis better to be vile than vile esteem’d. 

When not to be receives reproach of being; 
And the just pleasure lost, which is so deem’d 
Not by our feeling, but by others’ seeing; 

For why should others’ false adulterate eyes 
Give salutation to my sportive blood? 6 
Or on my frailties why are frailer spies. 

Which in their wills count bad what I think 
good? 

No, 1 am that I am, and they that level 
At my abuses reckon up their own: 

1 may be straight though they themselves be 
bevel; 

By their rank thoughts my deeds must not be 
shown; 12 

Unless this general evil they maintain. 

All men are bad and in their badness reign, 

cxxu 

Thy gift, thy tables, are within my brain 
Full character’d with lasting memory. 

Which shall above that idle rank remain. 
Beyond all date, even to eternity: 

Or, at the least, so long as brain and heart 
Have faculty by nature to subsist; < 

Till each to raz’d oblivion yield his part 
Of thee, thy record never can be miss’d. 

That poor retention could not so much hold. 
Not need I tallies thy dear love to score; 
Therefore to give them from me was I bold. 
To trust those tables that receive thee more: 12 
To keep an adjunct to remember thee 
Were to import forgetfulness in me. 

rxxin 

No, Time, thou shalt not boast that I do 
change: 

Thy pyramids built up with newer might 
To me are nothing novel, nothing strange; 
They are but dressings of a former sight. 

Our dates are brief, and therefore we admire 
What thou dost foist upon us that is old; 6 
And rather make them bom to our desire 
Than think that we before have heard them told. 
Thy registers and thee I both defy, 

Not wondering at the present nor the past, 
For thy records and what we see doth lie. 
Made more or less by thy continual haste. 12 
This I do vow, and this shall ever be; 

I will be true, despite thy scythe and thee. 

CXXTV 

If my dear love were but the child of state. 

It might for Fortune’s bastard be nnfather d. 
As subject to Time’s love or toTTime s hate, 
Weeds among weeds, or flowers with flowers 
gather’d. 


_ content. 

Whereto the inviting time our fashion calls: 

It fears not policy, that heretic. 

Which works on leases of short number’d 
hours. 

But all alone stands hugely politic. 

That it nor grows with heat, nor drowns 
with showers. « 

To this I witness cal] the fools of time. 
Which die for goodness, who have liv’d for 
crime. 

exxv 

Were’t aught to me I bore the canopy, 

With my extern the outward honouring. 

Or laid great bases for eternity. 

Which prove more short than waste or ruining? 
Have I not seen dwellers on form and favour 
Lose all and more by paying too much rent, 6 
For compound sweet foregoing simple savour 
Pitiful thriven, in their gazing spent? 

No; let me be obsequious in thy heart. 

And take thou my oblation, poor but free. 
Which is not mix’d with seconds, knows no 
art. 

But mutual render, only me for thee. 12 
Hence, thou suborn’d informer! a true soul 
When most impeach’d stands least in thy 
control. 

cxxvi 

O thou, my lovely boy, who fa thy power 
Dost hold Time’s fickle glass, his sickle hour; 
Who hast by waning grown, and therein show'st 
Thy lovers withering as thy sweet self grow’st; 
If Nature, sovereign mistress over wrack. 

As thou goest onwards, still will pluck thee 
back, * 

She keeps thee to this purpose, that her skill 
May time disgrace and wretched minutes kill. 
Yet fear her, O thou minion of her pleasure! 
She may detain, but not still keep, her treasure: 
Her audit, though delay’d, answer’d must be, 
And her quietus is to render thee. 12 

cxxvn 

In the old age black was not counted fair. 

Or if it were, it bore not beauty s .name: 

But now Is black beauty's successive heir, 

And beauty slander'd with a bastard s shame: 
For since each hand hath put on Natures 

Fairing the foul with Art’s false borrow’d free,« 
Sweetbeautv hath no name, no holy bower. 
But is profan'd, if not lives fa disgrace. 
Therefore my mistress’ brows are raven Mack, 
Her eyes so suited, and they mourners seem 
At such who, not bom fair, no beauty lade, 
Sland'rfag creation with a Wse esteem: is 

Yet so they mourn, becoming of their woe. 
That every tongue say* beauty should look 
so. 
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envoi 

How oft, when thou, my music, music plsy’st. 
Upon that blessed wood whose motion sounds 
With thy sweet fingers, when thou gently 
sway'st 

The wiry concord that mine ear confounds. 
Do I envy those jacks that nimble leap 
To kiss the tender inward of thy hand", 6 
Whilst uy poor lips, which should that harvest 
reap, 

At the wood’s boldness by thee blushing stand! 
To be so tickl’d, they would change their state 
And situation with those dancing chips, so 
O’er whom thy fingers walk with ger.le gait. 
Making dead wood more blcss’d than living 
lips. 

Since saucy jacks so happy are in this. 

Give them thy fingers, me tby lips to kiss. 

cxxnc 

The expense of spirit in a waste of shame 
Is lust in action; and till action, lust 
Is perjur'd, murderous, bloody, full of blame, 
Savage, extreme, rude, cruel, not to trust; 
Enjoy'd no sooner but despised straight; 

Past reason hunted; and no sooner had, $ 
Past reason hated, as a swallow'd bait. 

On purpose laid to make the taker mad: 

Mad in pursuit, and in possession so; 

Had, having, and in quest to have, extreme; 

A bliss in proof,—and prov’d, a very woe; 
Before, a joy propos’d; behind, a dream, ia 
AH this the world well knows; yet none 
knows well 

To shim the heaven that leads men to this 
hell. 

cui 

My mistress* eyes are nothing like the sun; 
Coral is far more red than kei lips’ red: 

If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun; 
If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head. 
I have seen roses damask’d, red and white. 
But no such roses see I in her cheeks; 6 
And in some perfumes is there more delight 
Than in the breath that bom my mistress reeks. 
I love tc hear her weak, yet well I know 
That music hath a far more pleasing sound: 

I grant I never saw a goddess go,— 

My mistress, when she walks, treads on the 
ground: n 

And yet, by heaven, I think my love as rare 
As any she belied with false compare. 


And to be sure that Is not false I swear, 

A thousand moans, but thinking on thy face. 
One on another’s neck, do witness bear 
Thy black is fairest in my judgment’s place, u 
In nothing art thou black save in thy deeds. 
And thence this slander, as I think, proceeds. 

cxxxn 

Thine eyes I love, and they, as pitying me. 
Knowing thy heart torments me with disdain. 
Have put on black and loving mourners be, 
Looking with pretty ruth upon my pain. 

And truly not the morning sun of heaven 
Better becomes the grey cheeks of the east, 6 
Nor that full star that ushers in the even. 
Doth half that glory to the sober west. 

As those two mourning eyes become thy face: 
O! let it then as well beseem thy heart 
To mourn for me, since mourning doth thee 


cxxxi 

Thou art as tyrann o us, so as thou art. 

As those whose beauties proudly make them 
cruel; 

For well time know’st to my dear doting heart 
Thou art the fairest and most precious jewel. 
Yet, in good faith, some ssy that thee behold, 
Thy bee hath not the power to make love 
groan: < 

To say thqr err I dare not be so bold. 
Although I swear it to myself alone. 


And suit thy pity Bke In every part. is 

Then will I swear beauty herself is black, 
Aud all they foul thai thy complexion lack. 

cxxxm 

Beshrew that heart that makes my heart to 
groan 

For that deep wound it gives my friend and me! 
Is *t not enough to torture me alone. 

But slave to slavery my sweet’st friend must be ? 
Me from myself thy cruel eye hath taken, 

And my next self thou harder hast engross’d: 6 
Of him, myself, and thee, I am forsaken; 

A torment thrice threefold thus to be cross'd. 
Prison my heart m thy steel bosom’s ward, 
But then my friend’s heart let my poor heart bail; 
Whoe’er keeps me, let my heart be his guard; 
Thou canst not then use rigour in my jail: is 
And yet thou wilt; foi I, being pent in thee. 
Perforce am thine, and all that is in me. 

cxxxtv 

So, now I have confess’d that he is thine. 

And I myself am mortgag’d to thy will. 
Myself I'll forfeit, so that other mine 
Thou wilt restore, to be my comfort still: 

But thou wilt not, nor he will not be free. 

For thou art covetous and he is kind; < 
He learn’d but surety-like to write for me. 
Under that bond that him as fast doth bind. 
The statute of thy beauty thou wilt take. 

Thou usurer, that putt’st forth all to use, 

And sue a mend came debtor for my sake; 

So him I lose through my unkind abuse, is 
Him have I lost; thou hast both him and me: 
He pays the whole, and yet am I not flee. 

CXXCV 

Whoever hath her wiih. thou hast thy Will, 
And Will to boot, and Will in over-plus: 

More than enough am I that vex thee still. 

To thy sweet will making addition thus. 

Wilt thou, whose will Is large and spacious. 
Not once vouchsafe to hide my will to thine? « 
Shall will in othen seem right gracious. 

And in my wfil no lair accept an ce shine? 
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The tea, all water, yet receives rain still. 

And in abundance addeth to his store; 

So thou, being rich in Will, add to thy Will it 
One will of mine, to make thy large Will more. 
Let no unkind ‘No’ fair beseechers kill; 
Think all but one, and me in that one Will. 

cxxxvi 

If thy soul check thee that I come so near. 
Swear to thy blind soul that I was tby Will, 
And will, thy soul knows, is admitted there; 
Thus far for love, my love-suit, sweet, fulfil. 
Will will fulfil the treasure of thy love. 

Ay, fill it full with wills, and my will one. 6 
In things of gTeat receipt with ease we prove 
Among a number one is reckon’d none: 

Then in the number let me pass untold. 
Though in thy stores' account I one must be; 
For nothing hold me, so it please thee hold 
That nothing me, a something sweet to thee: 12 
Make but my name thy love, and love that still, 
And then thou lov'st me,—for my name is 
Will. 


CXXXVII 

Thou blind fool. Love, what dost thou to mine 
eyes. 

That they behold, and see not what they see? 
They know what beauty is, see where it lies. 
Yet what the best is take the worst to be. 

If eyes, corrupt by over-partial looks. 

Be anchor’d in the bay where all men ride, 6 
Why of eyes' falsehood hast thou forged hooks, 
Whereto the judgment of my heart is tied? 
Why should my heart think that a several plot 
Which my heart knows the wide world’s 
common place ? 

Or mine eyes, seeing this, say this is not, 

To put fair truth upon so foul a face? 12 
In things right true my heart and eyes have 
err’d. 

And to this false plague are they now trans- 
ferr’d. 


cxxxvm 

When my love swears that she is made of truth, 
I do believe her, though 1 know she lies, 

That she might think me some untutor’d youth. 
Unlearned in the world's false subtleties. 

Thus vainly thinking that she thinks me young. 
Although she knows my days are past the best, 6 
Simply I credit her false-speaking tongue: 

On both sides thus is simple truth supplest 
But wherefore says she not she is unjust? 

And wherefore say not I that I am old? 

Ol love's best ham is in seeming trust 
And age in love loves not to have years told: 12 
Therefore I lie with her, and she with me, 
And in our faults by lies we flatter’d be. 

extra 

OI call not me to Justify the wrong 
That thy unkindness lays upon my heart ; 
Wound me not with thine eye, but with thy 
tongue: 

Use power with power, and slay me not by art 


Tell me thou lovest elsewhere; but in my sight. 
Dear heart, forbear to glance mine eye aside: fi 
What need’st thou wound with cunning, when 
my might 

Is more than my o’erpress’d defence can bide? 
let me excuse thee: ah! ray love well knows 
Her pretty looks have been my enemies; 

And therefore from my face she turns my 
foes, ii 

That they elsewhere might dart their injuries: 
Yet do not so; but since I am near slain, 
Kili me outright with looks, and rid my pain. 

CXL 

Be wise as thou art cruel; do not press 
My tongue-tied patience with too much dis¬ 
dain; 

Lest sorrow lend me words, and words express 
The manner of my pity-wanting pain. 

If I might teach thee wit, better it were, 
Though not to love, yet, love, to tell me so;— 6 
As testy sick men, when their deaths be near. 
No news but health from their physicians 
know;— 

For, if I should despair, I should grow mad, 
And in my madness might speak ill of thee: 
Now this ill-wresting world is grown so bad, 
Mad slanderers by .nad ears believed be. 11 
That I may not be so, nor thou belied. 

Bear thine eyes straight, though thy proud 
heart go wide. 


CXL I 

In faith. I do not love thee with mine eyes. 
For they in thee a thousand errors note; 

But 'tis my heart that loves what they despise. 
Who, in despite of view, is pleas’d to dots. 
Nor are mine ears with thy tongue’s tune de¬ 
lighted; 

Nor tender feeling, to base touches prone. £ 
Nor taste nor smeii desire to be invited 
To any sensual feast with thee alone: 

But my five wits nor my five senses can 
Dissuade one foolish heart from serving thee. 
Who leaves unsway'd the likeness of a man. 
Thy proud heart’s slave and vassal wretch to 
be: 12 

Only my plague thus far I count my gain. 
That she that makes me sin awards me pain. 


CXLXI 

Love is my sin, and thy dear virtue hate, 

Hate of my sin, grounded on sinful loving; 

O! but with mine compare thou thine own 
state, 

And thou shalt find it merits not reproving; 
Or, if it do, not from those Bps of thine. 

That have profan’d their scarlet ornaments 6 
And seal’d false bonds of love as oft as mine, 
Robb’d others’ beds’ revenues of their rents. 
Be it lawful I love thee, as thou lov'st those 
Whom thine eyes woo as mine Importune thee: 
Root pity in thy heart, that when it grows. 
Thy pity may deserve to pitted be. » 

If thou dost seek to have what thou dotf hide. 
By self-example mayst thou be denied! 
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CXLIII 

Lo, as a careful housewife runs to catch 
One of her feather’d creatures broke away. 
Sets down her babe, and makes all quick dis¬ 
patch 

In pursuit of the thing she would have stay; 
Whilst her neglected child holds her in chase. 
Cries to catch her whose busy care is bent 6 
To follow that which flies before her face. 
Not prizing her poor infant’s discontent: 

So runn’st thou after that which flies from thee. 
Whilst I thy babe chase thee afar behind; 

But if thou catch thy hope, turn back to me. 
And play the mothers part, kiss me, be kind; is 
So wifi I pray that thou mayst have thy Will, 
If thou turn back and my loud crying still. 

CXI.IV 

Two loves I have of comfort and despair. 
Which like two spirits do suggest me still: 

The better angel is a man right fair. 

The worser spirit a woman, colour’d ill. 

To win me soon to hell, my female evil 
Tempteth my better angel from my side, 6 
And would corrupt my saint to be a devil, 
Wooing his purity with her foul pride. 

And whether that my angel be turn'd fiend 
Suspect I may, but not directly tell; 

But being both from me, both to each friend, 
I guess one angel in another’s hell; 12 

Yet this shall I ne’er know, but live in doubt. 
Till my bad angel fire my good one out. 

CXLV 

Those lips that Love’s own hand did make. 
Breath’d forth the sound that said ‘I hate’, 
To me that languish’d for her sake: 

But when she saw my woeful state. 

Straight in her heart did mercy come. 

Chiding that tongue that ever sweet 6 

Wis us'd in giving gentle doom; 

And taught it thus anew to greet; 

‘1 hate’, she alter’d with an end. 

That follow’d it as gentle day 
Doth follow night, who like a fiend 
From heaven to hell is flown away. u 

*1 hate’ from hate away she threw. 

And sav'd my life, saying—‘Not you’. 

ext VI 

Poor soul, the centre of my sinful earth. 
Fool'd by these rebel powers that thee array. 
Why dost thou pine within and suffer dearth. 
Painting thy outward walls so costly gay? 

Why so large cost, having so shoit a lease. 
Dost thou upon thy fading mansion spend? 6 
Shall worms, inheritors of this excess, 

Eat up thy charge? Is this thy body’s end? 
Then, soul, live tbou upon thy servant’s loss, 
And let that pine to aggravate thy store; 

Buy terms divine in selling hours of dross; 
Within be fed, without be rich no more; n 
So shalt thou feed on Death, that feeds on 
men. 

And Death once dead, there’s no more dying 
then. 


CXLVII 


My love is as a fever, longing still 
For that which longer nurseth the disease, 
Feeding on that which doth preserve the ill. 
The uncertain sickly appetite to please. 

My reason, the physician to my love. 

Angry that his prescriptions are not kept, 6 
Hath left me, and 1 desperate now approve 
Desire is death, which physic did except. 

Past cure I am, now Reason is past care. 

And frantic-mad with evermore unrest; 

My thoughts and my discourse as madmen’s 


are. 

At random from the truth vainly express’d; 12 
For 1 have sworn thee fair, and thought thee 
bright. 

Who art as black as hell, as dark as night. 


CXLVIII 

O me! what eyes hath Love put in my head, 
Which have no correspondence with true sight; 
Or, if they have, where is my judgment fled. 
That censures falsely what they see aright ? 

If that be fair whereon my false eyes dote, 
What means the world to say it is not so? 6 
If it be not, then love doth well denote 
Love’s eye is not so true as all men’s: no. 
How can it? O! how can Love’s eye be true, 
That is so vex’d with watching and with teats ? 
No marvel then, though I mistake my view; 
The sun itself sees not till heaven clears. 12 
O cunning Love! with tears thou keep’st me 
bliud, 

Lest eyes well-seeing thy foul faults should 
find. 


CXLDC 

Canst thou, O cruel! say I love thee not. 
When I against myself with thee partake? 

Do I not think on thee, when I forgot 
Am of myself, all tyrant, for thy sake? 

Who hateth thee that I do call my friend? 

On whom frown’st thou that I do fawn upon ? 6 
Nay, if thou lour’st on me, do I not spend 
Revenge upon myself with pre ent moan? 
What merit do I in myself respect, 

That is so proud thy service to despise, 

When ail my best doth worship thy defect, 
Commanded by the motion of thine eyes ? 12 
But, love, hate on, for now I know thy mind; 
Those that can see thou lov'st and I am 
blind. 


CL 

O! ftom what power bast thou this powerful 
might. 

With insufficiency my heart to sway? 

To make me give the lie to my true sight. 
And swear that brightness doth not grace the 
day? 

Whence hast thou this becoming of things ill. 
That in the very refuse of thy deeds 6 

There is such strength and warrantise of skill. 
That, in my mind, thy wont all best exceeds? 
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Who taught thee how to make me love thee 
more. 

The more I hear and see Just cause of hate? 
O! though I love what others do abhor. 

With others thou shouldst not abhor my 
state: ia 

If thy unworthiness rais’d love in me. 

More worthy I to be belov'd of thee. 

cu 

Love is too young to know what conscience is; 
Yet who knows not conscience is born oflove ? 
Then, gentle cheater, urge not my amiss. 

Lest guilty of my faults thy sweet self prove: 
For, thou betraying me, I do betray 
My nobler part to my gross body’s treason; « 
My soul doth tell my body that he may 
Triumph in love; flesh stays no further reason. 
But rising at thy name doth point out thee 
As his triumphant prize. Proud of this pride. 
He is contented thy poor drudge to be, 

To stand in thy affairs, fall by thy side. n 
No want of conscience hold it that I call 
Her' love ’ for whose dear love I rise and fall. 

an 

In loving thee thou know’st I am forsworn, 
But thou art twice forsworn, to me love swear¬ 
ing; 

In act thy bed-vow broke, and new faith tom, 
In vowing new hate after new love bearing. 
But why of two oaths' breach do 1 accuse thee, 
When I break twenty? I am perjur’d most; 6 
For all my vows are oaths but to misuse thee. 
And all my honest faith in thee is lost; 

For I have sworn deep oaths of thy deep kind¬ 
ness. 

Oaths of thy love, thy truth, thy constancy; 
And, to enlighten thee, gave eyes to blindness, 


A LOVER’S 

From off a hill whose concave womb re-worded 
A plaintful story from a sistering vale. 

My spirits to attend this double voice accorded, 
And down I laid to list the sad-tun’d tale; 4 
Ere long espied a fickle maid full pale, _ 
Tearing of papers, breaking rings a-twain, 
Storming her world with sorrow s wind and 
rain. 

Upon her head a Hatted hive of straw, * 
Which fortified her visage from the sun. 
Whereon die thought might think sometime It 
saw 

The carcass of a beauty spent and done: 

Time had not scythed all that youth begun, »* 
Nor youth all quit; but, spite of heaven s feu 

Some*beauty peep’d through lattice of sear'd 
age. 


SONNETS 
Or made them sweat against the thin g they 
see;, « 

For I have sworn thee fair; more perjur’d I, 
To swear against the truth so foul a lie! 


cl in 

Cupid laid by his brand and fell asleep: 

A maid of Dian’s this advantage found. 

And his love-kindling fire did quickly steep 
In a cold valley-fountain of that ground; 
Which borrow’d from this holy fire of Love 
A dateless lively heat, still to endure, 6 

And grew a seething bath, which yet men provo 
Against strange maladies a sovereign cure. 

But at my mistress’ eye Love’s brand new-fired. 
The boy for trial needs would touch my breast; 
I, sick withal, the help of bath desired, 

And thither hied, a sad distemper'd guest, ra 
But found no cure: the bath ior my help lies 
Where Cupid got new fire, my mistress' eyes. 


CI.IV 

The little Love-god lying once asleep 
Laid by his side his heart-inflaming brand, 
Whilst many nymphs that vow’d chaste life to 
keep 

Came tripping by; but in her maiden hand 
The fairest votary took up that fire 5 

Which many legions of true hearts had warm’d; 
And so the general of hot desire 
Was, sleeping, by a virgin hand disarm’d. 

This brand she quenched in a cool well bv. 
Which from Love's fire took heat perpetual. 
Crowing a bath and healthful remedy 
For men diseas’d; but I, my mistress’ thrall, is 
Came there for core, and this by that I prove. 
Love's fire heats water, water cools not love. 


COMPLAINT 

Oft did she heave her napkin to her eyne, 
Which on it had conceited characters, i« 
Laundering the silken figures in the brine 
That season’d woe bad pelleted in tears. 

And often reading what content it bean; 

As often shrieking undistinguish'd woe so 
In clamours of ail size, both high and low. 

Sometimes her levell’d eyes their carriage ride. 
As they did battery to the spheres intend; 
Sometime diverted, their poor balls are tied *4 
To the orbed earth; sometimes they do extend 
Their view right on; anon their gazes lend 
To every place at once, and nowhere fix’d, 
The mind and sight distractedly commix'd, at 

Her hair, nor loose nor tied In formal plat, 
proclaim’d in her a careless hand of pride: 
For some, untuck’d, descended her sheav’d hat. 
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Hanging her pale and pined cheek beside; 31 
Some in her threaden fillet still did bide. 

And true to bondage would not break from 
thence 

Though slackly braided in loose negligence. 

A thousand favours from a maund she drew 36 
Of amber, crystal, and of beaded jet. 

Which one by one she in a river threw. 

Upon whose weeping margent she was set; 
Like usury, applying wet to wet, 40 

Or monarch's hands that let not bounty fall. 
Where want cries some, but where excess begs 
all. 


Of folded schedules had she many a one. 
Which she perus’d, sigh’d, tore, and gave the 
flood; 44 

Crack’d many a ring of posied gold and bone. 
Bidding them find their sepulchres in mud; 
Found yet more letters sadly penn’d in blood. 
With sleided silk feat and affectedly 48 

Enswath’d, and seal’d to curious secrecy. 


These often bath’d she in her firndve eyes, 
And often kiss’d, and often ’gan to tear; 
Cried ‘O false blood! thou register of lies, 52 
What unapproved witness dost thou bear; 

Ink would have seem’d more black and damned 
here.’ 

This said, in top of rage the lines she rents. 
Big discontent so breaking their contents. $6 


A reverend man that graz’d his cattle nigh— 
Sometime a blusterer, that the ruffle knew 
Of court, of city, and had let go by 
The swiftest hours, observed as they flew— 60 
Towards this afflicted fancy fastly drew; 

And, privileg’d by age, desires to know 
In brief the grounds and motives of her woe. 


So slides he down upon his grained bat, *4 
And comely-distant sits he by her side; 

When he again desires her, being sat. 

Her grievance with his hearing to divide: 

If that from him there may be aught applied 68 
Which may her suffatihg ecstacy assuage, 

Tis promis’d in the charity of age. 

’Father,’ she says, ’though in me you behold 
The injury of many a blasting hour, 72 

Let it not tell your judgment I am old; 

Not age, but sorrow, over me hath power: 

I might as yet have been a spreading flower, 
Fresh to myself, if I had self-applied 76 

Love to myself and to no love beside. 


‘But woe is met too early I attended 
A youthful suit, it was to gain my grace. 

Of one by nature's outwards so commended, 80 
That maidens’ eye* stuck over all his face. 
Love lack’d a dwelling, and made him her 

A flftSSi in his fair parts she did abide; 

She was new lodg’d and newly drifted . >4 


'His browny locks did ban; in crooked cods. 
And every fight occasion of the wind 
Upon his lips their silken parcels hurls. 
What's sweet to do, to do will aptly find: 88 
Each eye that saw him did enchant the mind, 
For on his visage was in little drawn 
What largeness thinks in Paradise was sawn. 

‘Small show of man was yet upon his chin; 92 
His phoenix down began but to appear 
Like unshorn velvet on that termless skin 
Whose bare out-bragg’d the web it seem’d to 
wear; 

Yet show'd his visage by that cost more dear, 96 
And nice affections wavering stood in doubt 
If best were as it wa3, or best without. 

‘His qualities were beauteous as his form. 

For maiden-tongu’d he was, and thereof free; 100 
Yet, if men mov’d him, was he such a storm 
As oft ’twixt May and April is to see, 

When winds breathe sweet, unruly though they 
be. 

His rudeness so with his authoriz’d youth 104 
Did livery falseness in a pride of truth. 

‘Well could he ride, and often men would say 
“That horse bis mettle from his rider takes: 
Proud of subjection, noble by the sway, 108 
What rounds, what bounds, what course, what 
stop he makes 1" 

And controversy hence a question takes. 
Whether the horse by him became his deed. 
Or he his manage by the well-doing steed, 112 

‘But quickly on this side the verdict went: 

His real habitude gave life and grace 
To appertainings and to ornament. 
Accomplish’d in himself, not in his case: 116 
Ail aids, themselves made fairer by their place. 
Came for additions; yet their purpos’d trim 
Piec’d not his grace, but were all grac’d by him. 

‘So on the tip of his subduing tongue 120 
All kind of arguments and question deep, 

AH replication prompt, and reason strong, 
For bis advantage still did wake and sleep: 
To make the weeper laugh, the iauither weep. 
He had the dialect and different skm, 123 
Catching all passions in bis crafl of will: 

’That he did in the general bosom reign 
Of young, of old: and sexes both enchanted, 128 
To dwell with him in thoughts, or to remain 
In personal duty, following where he haunted: 
Consents bewitch’d, ere he desire, have 
panted; 

And dialogu’d for him what he would say, > 3 * 
Ask’d their own wills, and made their wills 
obey. 


‘Many there were that did his picture get. 

To serve their eye*, and in it put their mind; 
Like fools that In die imagination set >36 
The goodly objects which abroad they find 
Of lands and mansions, thetas in t h o ugh t 
assign’d; 



And labouring in man pleasant to bestow 
them 

Than the true gouty landlord which doth owe 
diem. 140 

‘So many have, that never touch’d his hand. 
Sweetly suppos’d them mistress of his heart. 
My woeful self, that did in freedom stand. 
And was my own fee-simple, not in part, 144 
What with his art in youth, and youth in art. 
Threw my affections in his charmed power. 
Reserv’d the stalk and gave him all my dower. 

‘Yet did I not, as some my equals did, 148 
Demand of him, nor being doited yielded; 
Finding myself in honour so forbid, 

With safest distance I mine honour shielded. 
Experience for me many bulwarks budded 15s 
Of proofs new-bleeding, which remain’d the 
foil 

Of this false jewel, and bis amorous spoil. 

‘But, ah! who ever shunn’d by precedent 
The destin’d ill she must herself assay? rj 6 

Or forc’d examples, 'gainst her own content. 
To put the by-pass d perils in her way? 
Counsel may stop awhile what will not stay; 
For when we rage, advice is often seen rso 
By blunting us to make our wits more keen. 

‘Nor gives it satisfaction to our blood, 

That we must curb it upon others’ proof; 

To be forbid the sweets that seem so good, 164 
For fear of harms that preach in our behoof. 
O appetite! from judgment stand aloof; 

The one a palate hath that needs wdl taste, 167 
Though Reason weep, and cry “It is thy last” 

‘For farther I could say "This man'» untrue”. 
And knew the patterns of his foul beguiling; 


grew, 

Saw how deoeits were gilded in his smiling; 17a 
Knew vows were ever brokers to defiling; 
Thought characters and words merely but art 
And bastards of bis foul adulterate heart 

•And long upon these terms I held my city, 576 
Till thusne ’gan besiege me: “Gentle maid. 
Have of my suffering youth some feeling pity. 
And be not of my holy vows afraid: 

That’s to ye sworn to none was ever said; rto 
For feasts of love I have been call’d unto. 

Till now did ne’er invite, nor never woo. 


19 A LOVER’S COMPLAINT 

‘“Among the many that mine eyes have seen. 
Not one whose flame my heart so much as 
warm’d, 

Or my affection put to the smallest teen, 19s 
Or any of my leisures ever charm’d: 

Harm have I done to them, but ne’er was 
harm’d; 

Kept hearts in liveries, but mine own was five, 
And reign’d, commanding in his monarchy. r»6 

’"Look here, what tributes wounded fancies 
sent me. 

Of paled pearls and rubies red as blood; 
Figuring that they their passions likewise lent 
me 

Of grief and blushes, aptly understood *°° 
In bloodless white and the encrimson’d mood; 
Effects of terror and dear modesty, 

Encamp’d in hearts, but fighting outwardly. 

’“And, Iol behold these talents of their hair. 
With twisted metal amorously impleach’d, 305 
I have receiv’d from many a several fair. 
Their kind acceptance weepingiy beseeeb’d. 
With the annexions of fair gems enrich’d, sot 
And deep-brain’d sonnets, that did amplify 
Each stone’s dear nature, worth, and quality. 

’“The diamond; why, ’twas beautiful and hard. 
Whereto his in vis’d properties did tend; ass 
The deep-green emerald, in whose fresh regard 
Weak sights their sickly radiance do amend; 
The heaven-hu’d sapphire and the opal blend 
With objects manifold: each several stone, »6 
With wit well blazon’d, smil'd or made some 
moan, 

‘“Lol all these trophies of affections 
Of pensiv’d and subdu’d desires the tends?, »9 
Nature hath charg'd me that I hoard them not. 


That is, to you, my origin and ender, 

For these, of force, must your oblations be, 
Since I their altar, you eupatron me. ax 4 

‘“O! then, advance of yours that phiatetaa 
hand. 

Whose white weighs down the airy scale of 
praise: 

Take all these similes to your own command, 
Hallow’d with sighs that burning lungs did 
raise; **• 

What me your minister, for yon obeys. 

Works under yon; and to your audit cornea 
Their distract parcels in combined sums. 
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“‘But, O my sweet! what labour is 't to leave 
The thing we have not, mastering what not 
strives, 240 

Paling the place which did no form receive. 
Playing patient sports in unconstrained gyves? 
She that her fame so to herself contrives. 

The scars of battle 'scapeth by the flight, 244 
And makes her absence valiant, not her might. 

“‘O! pardon me, in that my boast is true; 
The accident which brought me to her eye 
Upon the moment did her force subdue, 248 
And now she would the caged cloister fly; 
Religious love put out Religion's eye: 

Not to be tempted, would she be immur’d. 
And now, to tempt, all liberty procur’d. 252 

“’How mighty then you are, O! hear me tell: 
The broken bosoms that to me belong 
Have emptied all their fountains in my well. 
And mine I pour your ocean all among: 256 
I strong o'er them, and you o'er me being 
strong. 

Must for your victory us all congest, 

As compound love to physic your cold breast. 

“'My parts had power to charm a sacred nun, 
Who, disciplin’d, ay, dieted in grace, 261 
Believ'd her eyes when they to assail begun. 
All vows and consecrations giving place. 

O most potential love I vow, bond, nor space, 
tn thee hath neither sting, knot, nor confine. 
For thou art all, and all things else are thine. 

“‘When thou impresses!, what are precepts 
worth 

Of stale example? When thou wilt inflame, a«l 
How coldly those impediments stand form 
Of wealth, of filial fear, law, kindred, fame! 
Love’s arms are peace, 'gainst rule, ’gainst 
sense, ’gainst shame. 

And sweetens, in the suffering pangs it bears, 
The aloes of all forces, shocks, and fears. 273 

'“Now all these hearts that do on mine depend. 
Feeling it break, with bleeding groans they 

An<? supplicant their sighs to you extend, 27s 
To leave the battety that you make 'gainst 
mine, 

Lending soft audience to my sweet design, 
And credent soul to that strong-bonded oath 
That shall prefer and undertake my troth. ” 280 

‘This said, his watery eyes he did dismount. 
Whose sights till then were levell'd on my face; 
Each cheek a river running from a fount 283 
With brinish current downward flow'd apace. 
01 how the channel to the stream gave grace; 


Who glaz’d with crystal gate the glowing roses 
That flame through water which then hue 
encloses. 

'O father! what a hell of witchcraft lies alt 
In the small orb of one particular tear. 

But with the inundation of the eyes 
What rocky heart to water will not wear? 
What breast so cold that is not warmed here? 
O cleft effect 1 cold modesty, hot wrath, 293 
Both fire from hence and chill ex tincture hath. 


‘For, lol his passion, but an art of craft, 

Even there resolv’d my reason into tears; 296 
There my white stole of chastity I daff’d, 
Shook off my sober guards and civil fears; 
Appear to him, as he to me appears, 

All melting; though our drops this difference 
bore, 300 

His poison'd me, and mine did bim restore. 


‘In him a plenitude of subtle matter. 

Applied to cauteis, all strange forms receives, 
Of burning blushes, or of weeping water, 304 
Or swounding paleness; and he takes and 
leaves, 

In cither’s aptness, as it best deceives, 

To blush at speeches rank, to weep at woes. 
Or to turn white and swound at tragic shows: 

'That not a heart which in his level came 309 
Could ’scape the hail of his all-hurting aim, 
Showing fair nature is both kind and tame; 
And, veil’d in them, did win whom he would 
maim: 312 

Against the thing he sought he would exclaim; 
When he most burn’d in heart-wish’d luxury. 
He preach'd pure maid, and prais’d cold chas¬ 
tity. 

'Thus merely with the garment of a Grace 
The naked and concealed fiend he cover’d; 
That the unexperient gave the tempter place, 
Which like a cherubin above them hover'd. 
Who, young and simple, would not be so 
lover'd? 320 

Ay me! I fell; and yet do question make 
What I should do again for such a sake. 

'01 that infected moisture of his eye, 

O! that false fire which in his cheek so flew a, 
O! that forc’d thunder fiom his heart did fly, 
O! that sad breath his spongy lungs bestow d, 
O! all that borrow’d motion seeming ow’d, 
Would yet again betray the fore-betray’d, 328 
And new pervert a reconciled maid. ’ 



THE PASSIONATE PILGRIM 


When my love swears that she is marie of 
truth, 

I do believe her, though I know she lies. 

That she might think me some untutor’d 
youth, 

Unskilful in the world’s false forgeries. 

Thus vainly thinking that she thinks me young, 
Although I know my years be past the best, 6 
I smiling credit her false-speaking tongue, 
Outfacing faults in love with love's ill rest. 
But wherefore says my love that she is young? 
And wherefore say not 1 that I am old? 

01 love’s best habit is a soothing tongue, 

And age, in love, loves not to have years told, is 
7 herefore I’ll lie with love, and love with me. 
Since that our faults in love thus smother’d 
be, ‘ 


n 

Two loves I have of comfort and despair, 
Which like two spirits do suggest me still; 

The better angel is a man, right fair. 

The worser spirit a woman, colour’d ill. 

To win me scon to hell, my female evil 
Tempteth my better angel from my side, o 
And would comipt a saint to be a devil, 
Wooing his purity with her fair pride: 

And whether that my angel be turn’d fiend 
Suspect I may, but not directly tell; 

For being both to me, both to each friend, 

I mess one angel in another’s hell n 

The truth I shall not know, but live in doubt, 
Till my bad angel fire my good one out. 


in 

Did not the heavenly rhetoric of thine eye, 
Gainst whom the world could not hold argu¬ 
ment, 

Persuade my heart to this false perjury? 

Vows for thee broke deserve not punishment. 
A woman I forswore; but I wifi prove, 

Thou being a goddess, I forswore not thee: « 
My vow was earthly, thou a heavenly love; 
Thy grace being gain’d cures all disgrace in me. 
My vow was breath, and breath a vapour is; 
Then thou, fair sun, that on this earth dost 
shine. 

Exhale this vapour vow: in thee it is: 

If broken, then it it no fault of mine. xa 
If by me broke, what fool is not so wise 
To break an oath, to win a paradise? 


Sweet 


IV 


I green, 

xno court the lad with many a lovely look, 
Such looks as none could look but beauty a 


Queem. 


She told him stories to delight his ear; 

She show’d him favours to allure his eye; 6 

To win his heart, she touch’d him here and 
there,— 

Touches so soft still conquer chastity. 

But whether unripe years did want conceit, 

Or he refus’d to take her figur’d proffer, 

The tender nibbler would not touch the bait. 

But smile and jest at every gentle offer: n 

Then fell she on her back, lair queen, and 
toward: 

He rose and ran away; ah! fool too froward. 
v 

If love make me forsworn, how shall 1 swear to 
love? 

01 never faith could hold, if not to beauty 
vow’d: 

Though to myself forsworn, U> thee I’ll con¬ 
stant prove; 

Those thoughts, to me like oaks, to thee like 
osiers bow’d. 

Study his bias leaves, and makes his book thine 
eyes. 

Where all those pleasures live that art can com¬ 
prehend. 6 

If knowledge be the mark, to know thee shall 
suffice; 

Well learned is that tongue that well can thee 
commend; 

All ignorant that soul that sees thee without 
wonder; 

Which is to me some praise, that I thy parti 
admire: 

Thine eye Jove’s lightning seems, thy voice his 
dreadful thunder, 

Which, not to anger bent, is music and sweet 
fire, is 

Celestial as thou art, 01 do not love that 
Wrong, 

To sing heaven's praise with such an earthly 
tongue. 


VI 

Scarce nad the sun dried up the dewy mom. 
And scarce the herd gone to the hedge for 
shade, 

When Cytherca, all in love forlorn, 

A longing tarriance for Adonis made 
Under an osier growing by a brook, 

A brook where Adon us’d to cool his spleen: £ 
Hot was the day; she hotter that did look 
For his approach, that often there had been. 
Anon he comes, and throws his mantle by, 
And stood stark naked on the brook’s green 
brim: 

The sun look’d on the world with glorious eye, 
Yet not so wistly as this queen on him: is 
He, spying her, bounc'd in, whereat he 
stood: 

*0 Jove’, quoth she, ‘why was not I a flood!' 
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Fair is my love, bat not so fair as fickle; 

Mild as a dove, but neither true nor trusty; 
Brighter than glass, and yet, as glass is, brittle; 
Softer than wax, and yet, as iron, rusty: 

A lily pale, with damask dye to grace her. 
None fairer, nor none falser to deface her. 6 

"Her lips to mine how often hath she join’d, 
Between each kiss her oaths of true love swearing! 
How many tales to please me hath she coin’d. 
Dreading my love, the loss thereof still fearing i 
Yet in the midst of all her pure protestings. 
Her faith, her oaths, her tears, and all were 
jestings. is 


She bum’d with love, as straw with fire flameth; 
She burn’d out love, as soon as straw out* 
burneth; 

She fram’d the love, and yet she foil’d the 
framing; 

She bade love last, and yet she fell a-turning. 
Was this a lover, or a lecher whether? 17 
Bad in the best, though excellent in neither. 


VIII 

If music and sweet poetry agree, 

As they must needs, the sister and the brother, 
Then must the love be great ’twixt thee and me, 
Because thou lov'st the one, and I the other. 
Dowland to thee is dear, whose heavenly touch 
Upon the lute doth ravish human sense; 6 
Spenser to me, whose deep conceit is such 
As, passing all conceit, needs no defence. 
Thou lov’st to hear the sweet melodious sound 
That Phoebus' lute, the queen of music, makes; 
And I in deep delight am chiefly drown’d 
Whenas himself to singing he betakes. a 
One god is god of both, as poets feign; 

One knight loves both, and both in thee 
remain. 


IX 

Fair was the mom when the fair queen of love, 
*•*•*•* 

Paler for sorrow than her milk-white dove, 
For Adon’s sake, a youngster proud and wild; 
Her stand she takes upon a steep-up hill: 
Anon Adonis comes with horn and hounds; 6 
She, silly queen, with more than love’s goodwill. 
Forbade the boy he should not pass those 
grounds: 

‘Once,’quoth she,'did I see a fair sweet youth 
Here in these brakes deep-wounded with a hoar, 
Deep in the thigh, a sp e ctacle of ruth! xr 
See, in tny thigh, ’ quoth she, * here was the sore. 
She showed hers; he saw more wounds than 

one. 

And Washing fled, left her all alone. 


Sweet rote, fair flower, untimely pluck’d, soon 
vaded. 

Pluck’d in the bud, and vaded in the spring! 
Bright orient peartl alack! too timely shaded; 
Fur creature, kill’a too soon by death s sharp 
sting! 


Like a green plum that hangs upon a tree. 
And falls, through wind, before the fall 
should be. 6 

I weep for tbee, and yet no cause I have; 

For why thou left’st me nothing in thy will: 
And yet thou left’st me more than I did crave; 
For why I craved nothing of thee still: 

O yes, dear friend, I pardon crave of thee. 
Thy discontent thou didst bequeath to me. 12 

XI 

Venus, with young Adonis sitting by her 
Under a myrtle shade, began to woo him; 

She told the youngling how god Mars did try 
her. 

And as he fell to her, so fell she to him. 

‘Even thus’, quoth she, ‘the war-like god em¬ 
brac’d me’, 

And then she clipp’d Adouis in her arms; 6 
‘Even thus', quoth she, ‘the war-like god un¬ 
lac’d me’. 

As if the boy should use like loving charms. 
‘Even thus’, quoth 3 he, ‘he seized on my lips'. 
And with her lips on his did act the seizure; 
And as she fetened breath, away he skips. 
And would not take her meaning nor her 
pleasure. 12 

Ah I that I had my lady at this bay. 

To kiss and clip me till I ran away. 

xn 

Crabbed age and youth cannot live together: 
Youth is full of pleasure, age is full of care; 
Youth like summer morn, age like winter 
weather; 

Youth like summer brave, age like winter bare. 
Youth is full of sport, age’s breath is shori; 

Youth is nimble, age is lame; * 

Youth is hot and bold, age is weak and colu; 
Youth is wild, and age is tame. 

Age, I do abhor thee, youth, I do adore thee; 

O! my love, my love is young: 

A ge, I do defy thee: O! sweet shepherd, hie thee, 
For methinks thou stay’st too long. 12 


XIII 

Beauty Is but a vain and doubtful good; 

A shining gloss that vadeth suddenly; 

A flower that dies when first it ’gins to bud; 
A brittle glass that’s broken presently: 

A doubtful good, a gloss, a glass, a flower. 
Lost, vaded, broken, dead within an hour, o 

And as goods lost are seld or never found. 

As vaded gloss no nibbing will refresh. 

As flowers dead lie wither'd on the ground, 
As broken glass no cement can redress. 

So beauty blemish’d once’s for ever lost. 
In spite of physic, painting, pain, and cost. « 


XIV 


Good night, good rest. Ah! neither be my 
share: 

She bade good night that kept my rest sway. 
And daff’d me to a cabin bang’d with care. 
To descant on the doubts of my decay. 
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'FixvmD,* (tooth the, 'and come again to¬ 
morrow*: 

Fan well I could not, for 1 topp’d with tor- 
row. 6 

Yet at my parting sweetly did the smile. 

In scorn of frtei ahip, niu 1 construe whether: 
*T may be, the joy'd to Jett at my exile, 

T may be, again to make me wander thither: 
‘ Wander, * a word for shadows like myself, n 
At take the pain, bat cannot pluck the pelf. 

Lord! how mine eyes throw gazes to the east; 
My heart doth charge the watch; the morning 
rise 

Doth dte each moving sense from idle rest. 
Not daring trust the office of mine eyes, 

While Philomela sits and sings, I sit and 
mark. 

And with her lays were tuned like the lark; xS 


For she doth welcome daylight with her ditty. 

And drives away dark dismal-dreaming night: 

The night so pack’d, I poet unto my pretty; 

Heart hath Ms hope, and eyes their wished 
sight; 

Sorrow chang’d to solace, solace mix’d with 
sorrow; 

For why, she sigh’d and bade me come to¬ 
morrow. S 4 

Were I with her, the night wonld poet too 
soon; 

But now are minutes added to the hours; 

To spite me now, each minute seems a moon: 

Yet not for me, shine sun to succour flowers! 

Pack night, peep day; good day, of night now 
borrow: 

Short, night, to-night, and length thyself to¬ 
morrow. so 


SONNETS TO SUNDRY NOTES OF 
MUSIC 


t 

It was a lording's daughter, the fairest one of 
three. 

That liked of her master as well as well might 
be, 

Till looking on an Englishman, the fair’s! that 
eye could see. 

Her fancy fell a-tnming. 4 

Long was the combat doubtfbl that love with 
love did fight. 

To leave the master loveless, or kill the gallant 
knight: 

To put in practice either, alasl it was a spite 
Unto the silly damsel. t 

But one moat be refused; more mickle was tho 
pain 

That nothing could be used to tom them both 
to gain, 

For of tho two the trusty knight was wounded 
with disdain: 

Alasl she could not help it n 

Thus art with arms contending was victor of 
the day, 

Which by a gift of turning did bear the maid 

Then lullaby, the learned man hath got the lady 
f^or y now my song is ended. id 


On a day, alack the dayl 
Love, whose month was ever May, 

Spied a blo as om passing fair, 

Haying in the wanton air: . * 

farstsgh the velvet leaves the wind. 

All w n i fw n. ’k*h niiMfffi flxul; 

Wiih’d Mowerf the be* von’* breath. » 


Air, quoth he. ‘thy cheeks may blow; 
Air, would I might triumph so l 
But, alas! my hand hath sworn 
Ne’er to pluck thee from thy thorn: u 
Vow, alack! for youth unmeet: 

Youi , so apt to pluck a sweet 
Thou for whom Jove would swear 
Juno but an Ethiop were; U 

And deny himself for Jove, 

Turning mortal for thy love.’ 

Ill 

My flocks feed not. 

My ewes breed not. 

My rams speed not 

All is amiss: 4 

Love’s denying, 

Faith’s defying, 

Heart’s renying. 

Causer of this. I 

All my merry jigs are qnite forgot 
All my lady’s love Is lost. God wot: 
Where her faith was firmly fix’d in love. 
There a nay is plac'd without remove, is 
One silly cross 
Wrought all my loss; 

O! frowning Fortune, cursed, fickle 
dame; 

For now I see K 

Inconstancy 

More in women than in men remain. 
In black mourn I, 

All fears scorn L so 

Love hath forlorn me. 

Living in threQ: 

Heart is bleedin g . 

All help needing, «4 

Ot cruel speeding, 
draughted trim gall. 
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My shepherd'* pipe can sound no deal. 
My wether’s bell rings doleful knell: 28 
My curtal dog, that wont to have play’d. 
Plays not at all, but seems afraid; 

My sighs so deep 

Procure to weep, 32 

In howling wise, to see my doleful plight 
How sighs resound 
Through heartless ground. 

Like a thousand vanquish'd men in 
bloody fight I 36 

Clear well spring not. 

Sweet birds sing not. 

Green plants bring not 
Forth their dye: 40 

Herds stand weeping, 

Hocks all sleeping. 

Nymphs back peeping 
Fearfully: 44 

All our pleasure known to us poor swains. 
All our merry meetings on the plains, 

All our evening sport from us is fled. 

All our love is lost, for Love is dead. 48 
Farewell, sweet lass. 

Thy like ne’er was 

For a sweet content, the cause of all my 


Serve always with assured trust. 

And in thy suit be humble true; 32 

Unless thy lady prove unjust. 

Seek never thou to choose anew. 

When time shall serve, be thou not slack 
To proffer, though she put thee bade. 36 
The wiles and guiles that women work. 
Dissembled with an outward show. 

The tricks and toys that in them lurk. 

The cock that treads them shall not know. 40 
Have you not heard it said full oft, 

A woman’s nay doth stand for nought? 
Think, women love to match with men 
And not to live so like a saint: 44 

Here is no heaven; they holy then 
Begin when age doth them attaint. 

Were kisses all the joys in bed. 

One woman would another wed. 48 

But, soft! enough! too much, I fear; 

For if my mistress hear my song, 

She will not stick to ring my ear. 

To teach my tongue to be so long: 52 

Yet will she blush, here be it said. 

To hear her secrets so bewray’d. 

v 


moan: 

Poor Corydon 32 

Must live alone; 

Other help for him I see that there is 
none. 

tv 

Whenas thine eye hath chose the dame, 

And stall’d the deer that thou should’st strike, 
Let reason rule things worthy blame. 

As well as fbmy, partial wight: 4 

Take counsel of some wiser bead. 

Neither too young nor yet unwed. 

And when thou com’st thy tale to tell, 
Smooth not thy tongue with filed talk, 8 
Lest she some subtle practice smell; 

A cripple soon can find a halt: 

But plainly say thou lov’st her well. 

And set thy person forth to sell. rs 

What though her frowning brows be bent, 
Her cloudy looks will clear ere night; 

And then too late she will repent 
That thus dissembled her delight; i« 

And twice desire, ere it be day, 

That which with scorn she put away. 

What though the strive to try her strength. 
And ban and brawl, and say thee nay, »" 
Her feeble force will yield at length, 

When craft hath taught her thus to say. 

’Had women been so strong as men. 

In faith, you had not had it then.’ 24 

And to her will frame all thy ways; 

Spare not to spend, and chiefly there 
Where thy desert may merit praise, 

By ringing in thy lady’t ear: a* 

The strongest castle, tower, and town, 

Ttg golden bullet beats it doim. 


Live with me, and he my love. 

And we will all the pleasures prove 
That hills and valleys, dales and fields. 
And all the craggy mountains yields. 4 
There will we sit upon the rocks. 

And see the shepherds feed their Socks, 
By shallow rivers, by whose falls 
Melodious birds sing madrigals. s 
There will I make thee a bed of roses. 
With a thousand fragrant posies, 

A cap of flowers, and a Idrtle 
Embroider’d all with leaves of myrtle, n 
A belt of straw and ivy buds, 

With coral clasps and amber studs; 

And if these pleasures may thee move, 
Then live with me and be my love. ts 

LOVE’S ANSWER. 

If that the world and love were young, 
And truth in every shepherd’s tongue, 
These pretty pleasures might me move, 
To live with thee and be ray love. so 

vi 

As It fell upon a day 
In the merry month of May, 

Sitting in a pleasant shade 

Which a grove of myrtles made. 4 

Beasts did leap, and birds did sing. 

Trees did grow, and plants did spring; 
Every thing did banish moan, 

Save the nightingale alone: 8 

She, poor bird, as all forlorn, 

Lean’d her breast up-till a thorn. 

And then sung the dolefoll'st ditty. 

That to hear it was gnat pity: “ 

‘Fie, fle,flel’ now would she cry; 

‘Teno, Tenul* by and by; 
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That to heai her so complain. 

Scarce I could from tears refrain; >6 
For her griefs, so lively shown. 

Made me think upon mine own. 

Ah! thought 1 , thou mouro’st in vain. 
None takes pity on thy pain: 23 

Senseless trees they cannot hear thee. 
Ruthless beasts they will not cheer thee: 
King Pandion he is dead. 

All thy friends are lapp’d in lead, 24 
All thy fellow birds do sing 
Careless of thy sorrowing. 

Even so, poor bird, like thee. 

None alive will pity me, 28 

Whilst as lickle Fortune smil’d. 

Thou and 1 were both beguil’d. 

Every one that flatters thee 
Is no friend in misery. 32 

Words are easy, like the wind; 

Faithful friends are hard to find: 

Every man will be thy friend 

Whilst thou hast wherewith to spend; 36 


SONNETS TO SUNDRY NOTES 

But if store of crowns be scant. 

No man will supply thy want. 

If that ODe be prodigal. 

Bountiful they will him call, 40 

And with such-like flattering, 

'Pity but he were a king.’ 

If he be addict to vice. 

Quickly him they will entice; 44 

If to women he be bent. 

The}; have him at commandement: 

But if Fortune once do frown, 

Then farewell his great renown; 48 
They that fawn’d on him before 
Use his company no more. 

He that is thy friend indeed. 

He will help thee in thy need: S3 

If thou sorrow, he will weep; 

If thou wake, he cannot sleep: 

Thus of every grief in heart 
He with thee does bear a part. 36 

These are certain signs to know 
Faithful friend from flattering foe. 


THE PHOENIX AND THE TURTLE 


Let the bird of loudest lay. 

On the sole Arabian tree. 

Herald sad and trumpet be, 

To whose sound chaste wings obey. 
But thou shrieking harbinger. 

Foul precurrer of the fiend. 

Augur of the fever’s end, 

To this troop come thou not near. 

From this session interdict 
Every fowl of tyrant wing, 

Save the eagle, feather’d king: 

Keep the obsequy so strict. 

Let the priest in surplice white 
That defunctive music can, 

Be the death-divining swan, 

Lest the requiem lack his right. 

And thou treble-dated crow. 

That thy sable gender mak’st 
With the breath thou giv’st and tak’st, 
’Mongst our mourners shalt thou go. 
Here the anthem doth commence: 
Love and constancy is dead; 

Phoenix and the turtle fled 
In a mutual flame from hence. 

So they lov’d, as love in twain 
Had the essence but in one; 

Two distincts, division none: 

Number there in love was slain. 
Hearts remote, yet not asunder: 
Distance, and no space was seen 
’Twixt the turtle and his queen: 

But in them it were a wonder. 

So between them love did shine. 

That the turtle saw his right 
Flaming in the phoenix* sight; 

Either waa the other’s mine. 


4 

Property was thus appall’d. 

That the self was not the same; 
Single nature’s double name 

Neither two nor one was call’d. 

40 

8 

Reason, in itself confounded. 

Saw division grow together: 

To themselves yet either neither. 
Simple were so well compounded. 

44 

12 

That it cried, ‘How true a twain 
Seemeth this concordant one! 

Love hath reason, reason none. 

If what parts can so remain.’ 

41 

16 

Whereupon it made this threne 

To the phcenix and the dove, 
Co-supiemes and stars of love. 

As chorus to their tragic scene. 

5» 

20 

THRENOS 


Beauty, truth, and rarity 

Grace in ail simplicity. 

Here enclos’d in cinders lie. 

SJ 

24 

Death is now the phcenix* nest; 

And the turtle’s loyal breast 

To eternity doth rest. 

St 

28 

Leaving no posterity: 

*Twas not their infirmity, 

It was married chastity. 

6r 

33 

Truth may seem, but cannot be; 
Beauty brag, but ’tis not she; 

Truth and beauty buried be. 

<4 

3« 

To this am let those repair 

That are either true or fair; 

For these dead birds sigh a prayer. 

«T 
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Gratiano, Othello. 
Gravediggers, Hamlet 
Green, Rich. U. 

Gregory, Rom. A Jul, 

Gremio, Tam. of Shrew. 
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Guildford, Sir Henry, Hen. 
VIII. 

Gurney, James, K. John. 


Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, 

Hamlet 

Harcourt, 2 Hen. IV. 
Harfleur, Governor of, Hen. 
V. 


HAfnNOS, Lord, 2 Hen. IV. 

Hastings, Lord, 3 Hen. VL 

Rich. III. 

Hecate, Macbeth. 

Hector, Troilus. 

Helen, Cymbeline. 

Helen, Troilus. 
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Hermia, Mids. N. Dr. 
Hermione, Winter’s T. 
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John, Don, Much Ado. 
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Juliet, Rom. A Jul. 
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Katharine, Love’s L. L. 
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Katharine, Queen, Hen. VUL 
Kent, Earl of, K. Lear. 

Laertes, Hamlet 
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Lancaster, Duke of. Rich. U. 
Lancaster, John of, 1 & 2 
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Larttos, Trrus, Coriolanus. 
Launch, Two G. of Ver. 
Launcelot Gobbo, M. of Ven. 
Laurence, Friar. Rom. & JuL 
Lav ache. All 's Well. 
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Montgomery, Sir John, 3 Hen. 
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Morocco, Prince op, M. of 
Ven. 
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Mortimer, Lady, 1 Hen. IV. 
Mortimer, Sir Hugh, 3 Hen. 
VI. 

Mortimer, Sir John, 3 Hen. VI. 
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Morton, 2 Hen. IV. 

Morton, John, Bishop op Ely, 

Rich. III. 

Moth (a page), Love’s L. L. 
Moth (a fairy), Mids. N. Dr. 
Mouldy, 2 Hen. IV. 

Mowbray, Thomas, Duke op 
Norfolk, Rich. II. 

Mowbray, Lord, 2 Hen. IV. 
Mustard-seed, Mids. N. Dr. 
Murtus, Tit. Andr. 

Nathaniel, Sir, Love’s L. L. 
Nerissa, M. of Ven. 

Nestor, Troiius. 

Nicanor, Coriolanus. 

Norfolk, Dukes of. Rich. II, 
3 Hen. VI, Rich. Ill, Hen. 
VIII. 

Northumberland, Earl of, 

3 Hen. VI. 

Northumberland, Henry 
Percy, Earl of, Rich. II, 

1 & 2 Hen. IV. 

Northumberland, Lady, 2 
Hen. IV. 

Northumberland, Siward, 
Earl of, Macbeth. 

Nurse, Rom. & Jul. 

Nym, Hen. V, Merry Wives. 
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Octavia. Ant. & Cleop. 
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Orlando, As You Like It. 
Orleans, Bastard of, 1 Hen. 
VI. 

Orleans, Duke of. Hen. V. 
Orleans, Master-Gunner of, 
1 Hen. VI. 

Orsino, Duke of Illyria, 
Twelfth Night 
Osric, Hamlet. 

Oswald, K. Lear. 

Othello, the Moor, Othello. 
Overdone, Mistress, Meas. for 
Meas. 

Oxford, Earl of, 3 Hen. VL 
Rich. III. 

Page, A, All’s Well. 

Page, A, Tam. of Shrew. 

Page, Anne, Merry Wives. 
Page, Mr., Merry Wives. 

Page, Mistress, Merry Wives. 
Page, William, Merry Wives. 
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Pandarus, Troiius. 

Pandulph, Cardinal, K. John. 
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Paris, Rom. & JuL 
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Paius, Governor of, 1 Hen. VI. 


Parolles, All’s Well. 

Patience, Hen. VIII. 
Patroclus, Troiius. 

Paulina, Winter’s T. 
Pease-blossom, Mids. N. Dr. 
Pedant, Tam. of Shrew. 

Pedro, Don, Much Ado. 
Pembroke, Earl op, K. John, 
3 Hen. VI. 

Percy, Henry, Earl op 
Northumberland, Rich. II, 
1 & 2 Hen. IV. 

Percy, Henry (Hotspur), Rich. 
II, 1 Hen. IV. 

Percy, Lady, 1 & 2 Hen. IV. 
Percy, Thomas, Earl op 
Worcester, 1 Hen. IV. 
Pbrdita, Winter’s T. 

Pericles, Prince op Tyre, 

Pericles. 

Peter, 2 Hen. VI. 

Peter, Rom. & Jul. 

Peter (a friar), Meas. for Meas. 
Peter of Pomeret, K. John. 
Peto, 1 & 2 Hen. IV. 
Petruchio, Tam. of Shrew. 
Phebe, As You Like It 
Philario, Cymbeline. 

Philemon, Pericles. 

Philip, King of France, K. 
John. 

Philip thb Bastard, K. John, 
Philo, Ant & Cleop. 
Philostrate, Mids. N. Dr. 
Philotus, Timon. 

Phrynia, Timon. 

Pierce op Exton, Sir, Rich. II. 
Pinch, Com. of Err. 

Pindarus, Jul. Css. 

Pisanio, Cymbeline. 

Pistol, 2 Hen. IV, Hen. V, 
Merry Wives. 

Plantagenet, Lady Mar¬ 
garet, Rich. IH. 
Plantagenet, Richard (after¬ 
wards Duke of York), 1, 2. 
& 3 Hen. VI. 

Players, Hamlet 
Players, Tam. of Shrew. 

Poins, 1 & 2 Hen. IV. 
Polixenes, Winter’s T. 
Polonius, Hamlet. 

Polydore, Cymbeline. 
Pompsius, Sextus, Ant & Cleop. 
Pompey, Meas. for Meas. 
Popilius Lena, JuL Css. 
Portia, JuL Cats. 

Portia, M. of Ven. 

Posthumus Leonatus, Cym- 
beline. 

Priam, Kino of Troy. Troiius. 
Proculeius, Ant & Cleop, 
Prospbro, Tempest 
Proteus, Two G. of Ver. 
Provost, Meas. for Meas. 
Publius, Jul. Css. 
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Publius, Tit. Andr. 

Puck, Midi. N. Or. 

Queen, Cymbelina. 

Queen, Rich. II. 

Quickly, Mistress, I & 2 Hen. 

IV, Hen. V, Merry Wives. 
Quince, Mids. N. Dr. 

Quintus, Tit Andr. 

Rambures, Hen. V. 

Ratcliff, Sir Richard, Rich. 

XU. 

Regan, K. Lear. 

Reignier, Duke of Anjou, 

1 Hen. VI. 

Reynaldo, Hamlet. 

Richard IL Rich. II. 

Richard. Duke of Glouces¬ 
ter (afterwards Richard UI), 

2 A 3 Hen. VI, Rich. IU. 
Richard, Duke of York, Rich. 

III. 

Richmond, Henry, Earl of 
(afterwards Henry VII), 3 
Hen. VI, Rich. III. 

Rivers, Lord, 3 Hen. VI, Rich. 
UI. 

Robin, Merry Wives. 

Robin Goodfbllow, Mids. N. 
Dr. 

Roderigo, Othello. 

Romeo, Rom. Ic Jul. 

Rosalind, As You Like It. 
Rosaline, Love’s L. L. 
Rosencrantz, Hamlet. 

Ross, Macbeth. 

Ross, Lord, Rich. II. 
Rotherham, Thomas, Arch¬ 
bishop of York, Rich. IU. 
Rousillon, Countess of. All's 
Well 

Rugby, Merty Wives. 

Rumour, 2 Hen. IV. 

Rutland, Edmund, Earl of, 

3 Hen. VL 

Sr. Alban’s, Mayor of, 2 Hen. 
VI. 

Salanio, M. of Ven. 

Salarino, M. of Ven. 
Salisbury, Earl of (Lono- 
sword), K. John. 

Salisbury, Earls of. Rich. IL 
Hen. V, I & 2 Hen. VL 
Sampson, Rom. & JuL 
Sands, Lord, Hen. VUL 
Saturnimus, Tit Andr. 

Say, Lord, 2 Hen. VL 
Scales, Lord, 2 Hen. VL 
Scarub, Ant & Cleop. 

Scroop, Lord, Hen. V. 

Scroop, Richard, Archbishop 
of York, 1 A 2 Hen. IV. 
Scroop, Sir Stephen, Rich. IL 
8ia Captain, Twelfth Night 


Sebastian, Tempest. 

Sebastian, Twelfth Night 
Seleucus, Ant &■ Cleop. 
Semphonius, Timon. 
Sempronius, Tit. Andr. 
Servhjus. Timon. 

Sexton, A, Much Ado. 

Sextus Pompeius, Ant & Cleop. 
Seyfon, Macbeth. 

Shadow, 2 Hen. IV. 

Shallow, 2 Hen. IV, Merty 
Wives. 

Shipmaster, Tempest 
Shylock, M. of Ven. 

Sictnius Velutus, Coriol. 
Silence, 2 Hen. IV. 

Silius, Ant. & Cleop. 

Silvia, Two G. of ver. 

Silvius, As You Like It 
Simonides, Pericles. 

Simpcox, 2 Hen. VL 
Simple, Merry Wives. 

Siward, Earl op Northumber¬ 
land, Macbeth. 

Siward, Young, Macbeth. 
Slender, Merry Wives. 

Sly, Christopher, Tam. of 
Shrew. 

Smith the Weaver, 2 Hen. VL 
Snare, 2 Hen. IV. 

Snout, Mids. N. Dr. 

Snug, Mids. N. Dr. 

Sounus, Com. of Err. 
Somerset, John Beaufort, 
Earl of, l Hen. VL 
Somerset, Duke of, 2 & 3 Hen. 
VI. 

Somerville, Sir John, 3 Hen. 

VI. 

Southwell, John, 2 Hen. VL 
Speed, Two G. of Ver. 
Stafford, Lord, 3 Hen. VL 
Stafford, Sir Humphrey, 2 
Hen. VI. 

Stafford, William, 2 Hen. VI. 
Stanley, Lord, Rich. UI. 
Stanley, Sir John, 2 Hen. VI. 
Stanley, Sir William, 3 Hen. 
VI. 

Starveling, Mids. N. Dr. 
Stephano, M. of Ven. 
Stephano, Tempest. 

Steward, All’s Well. 

Strato, Jul. CBS. 

Suffolk, Duke of, 2 Hen. VI 
Suffolk, Duke of, Hen. VIII. 
Suffolk, Earl of, 1 Hen. VI. 
Surrey, Duke of. Rich. II. 
Surrey, Earls op, 2 Hen. IV, 
Rich. IU, Hen. VUL 


Talbot, John, I Hen. VL 
Talbot, Lord, 1 Hen. VL 
Tamora, Tit Andr. 

Taurus, Ant & Cleop. 
Tbamhbt, Doll, 2 Hen. IV. 


Thaba, Pericles. 

Thaliard, Peridee. 

Therjjtbs, Troilua. 

Theseus, Mids. N. Dr. 

Thomas, Meas. for Mot. 
Thomas, Duke of Clarence 

2 Hen. IV. 

Thurjo, Two G. of Ver. 
Thyreus, Ant. & Cleop. 
Dmandra, Timon. 

Timon, Timon. 

TItania, Mids, N. Dr. 

Titinius, Jul. Cas. 

Titus, Timon. 

Titus Andronicus, Tit Andr. 
Trrus Lartius, Coriolamn. 
Touchstone, As You Like It. 
Tower, Ijeutenant of the, 

3 Hen. VI. 

Tranio, Tam. of Shrew. 
Travers, 2 Hen. IV. 

Trebonius, Jul. Css. 

Tressel, Rich. III. 

Trinculo, Tempest 
Troilus, Troilus. 

Tubal, M. of Ven. 

Tullus Aufidius, Coriolamn. 
Tybalt, Rom. & JuL 
Tyrrell, Sir James, Rich. UI. 

Ulysses, Troilus. 

Ursula, Much Ado, 

Urswick, Christopher, Rich. 

UL 


Valentine, Tit Andr. 
Valentine, Twelfth Night. 
Valentine, Two G. of Ver. 
Valeria, Coriolamn. 

Varrius, Ant & Cleop. 
Varriui, Meaa. for Meas. 
Vakr<l Jul. Cbs. 

Vaughan, Sir Thomas, Rich. 

IU. 

Vaux, 2 Hen. VL 
Vaux, Sir Nicholas, Hen. VIII. 
Velutus, Sionius, Coriolamn. 
Venice, Duke of, M. of Ven. 
Venice, Duke of, Othello. 
Ventidius, Ant & Oeop. 
Ventidius, Timon. 

Verges, Much Ado. 

Vernon, 1 Hen. VI. 

Vernon, Sir Richard, 1 Hen. 

IV. 

Vincentio, Meas. for Meas. 
Vincentio, Tam. of Shrew. 
Viola, Twelfth Night 
Violent a. All’s well. 

Viroiua, Coriolamn. 
Voltimand, Hamid. 
Volumnia, Coriolanue. 
VOLUMNIUS, Jill. CSS. 


Wales, Edward, Prinos of, 

3 Hen. VL 



Wales, Edward, Prince or 
(afterwards Edward V), Rich. 

Wales, Henry, Prince of 
(afterwards Henry V), 1 A 2 
Hen. TV. 

Wart, 2 Hen. IV. 

Warwick, Earls of. 2 Hen. IV, 
Hen. V, I, 2 , & 3 Hen. VI. 

Westminster, Abbot of. Rich. 
II. 

Westmoreland, Earls of, 1 & 2 

Hen. IV, Hen. V, 3 Hen. VI. 

Whitmore, Walter, 2 Hen. VI. 

Widow, A, Tam. of Shrew. 
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Widow, Old, All 's Well. 
William, As You Like It. 
Williams, Hen. V. 
Willoughby, Lord, Rich. II. 
Wiltshire, Sheriff of. Rich. IU. 
Winchester, Beaufort (Cardi¬ 
nal), Bishop of, 1 & 2 Hen. 
VI. 

Wolsey, Cardinal, Hen. VIII. 
Wood vile, Lieutenant of the 
Tower, 1 Hen. VI. 
Worcester, Earl of, 1 Hen. IY. 

York, Richard Scroop, Arch¬ 
bishop OF, 1 & 2 Hen. IV. 
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York, Thomas Rotherham 
Archbishop of. Rich. III. 
York, Duchess of. Rich. II. 
York, Duchess of. Rich. 1 IL 
York, Duke of. Rich. II. 
York, Duke of, Hen. V. 

York, Richard, Duxb or. 
Rich. HI. 

York, Richard Plantaoenet, 
Duke of, 2 & 3 Hen. VI. 
York, Mayor of, 3 Hen, 
VI. 

Young Cato, Jul. Cas. 

Young Clifford. 2 Hen. VL 
Young Siward, Macbeth. 
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A cup of wine that’s brisk and fine . 

Ail that glisters is not gold 
An old hare hoar, and an old hare hoar 
And let nve the canaJcin clink, clink . 

And will he not come again ? 

Art thou god to shepherd turn'd 
Be merry, be merry, my wife has all . 

Blow, blow, thou winter wind 
But shall I go mourn for that, my dear ? 

Come away, come away, death . 

Come, thou monarch of the vine 
Come unto these yellow sands . 

Did not the heavenly rhetoric of thine eye 
Do nothing but eat, and make good cheer 
Done to death by slanderous tongues 
Fear no more the heat o’ the sun 
Fie on sinful fantasy 
Fill the cup, and let it come 
Flout ’em, and scout ’em . 

Fools had ne’er less grace in a year . 

For I the ballad will repeat 
From the east to western Ind . 

Full fathom five thy father lies 
Full merrily the humble-bee doth sing 
Get you hence, for I must go 
Hark! hark I the laTk at heaven’s gate sings 
He that has a little tiny wit 
Honour, riches, marriage-blessing 
How should I your true love know . 

I am gone, sir .... 

I may command where I adore . 

If a hart do lack a hind . 

If it do come to pass 

If love make me forsworn, how shall I swear to love ? 
If she be made of white and red 
Immortal gods, I crave no pelf . 

In youth, when I did love, did love . 

It was a lover and his lass 
Jog on. Jog on, the footpath way 
Jove knows I love .... 

King Stephen was a worthy peer 
Knocks go and come: God’s vassals drop and die 
Lawn as white as driven snow . 

Love, love, nothing but love, still more! 

My thoughts do harbour with my Silvia nightly 
No more dams I’ll make for fish 
No w my charms are all o’erthrown . 

O heart, heavy heart 

O mistress mine! where are you roaming ? 

O sweet Oliver .... 

On a day, alack the day . 

Orpheus with his lute made trees 
Over hill, over dale .... 

Ptnton. goddess of the night 
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Peace, ho! I bar confusion , 

Sigh no more, ladies, sigh no more 
Steepest or wakest thou, jolly shepherd? 

So sweet a kiss the golden sun gives not . 
Swithold footed thrice the old . 

Take, O take those lips away . 

Tell me where is fancy bred 
The cod*piece that will house . 

The fire seven times tried this . 

The god of love ..... 
The master, the swabber, the boatswain and I 
The ousel-cock, so black of hue 
The poor soul sat sighing by a sycamore tree 

The raging rocks. 

Then is there mirth in heaven . 

Then they for sudden joy did weep . 

1 hey bore him barefac’d on the bier 
Thine own true knight .... 
To shallow rivers, to whose falls 
To-morrow is Saint Valentine’s day 
Under the greenwood tree 
Was this fair face the cause, quoth she 
Wedding is great Juno’s crown . 

What shall he have that kill’d the deer? 

When daffodils begin to peer . 

When daisies pied and violets blue . 

When griping grief the heart doth wound . 
When icicles hang by the wall . 

When that I was and a little tiny boy 
Where the bee sucks, there suck I 
While you here do snoring lie . 

Who doth ambition shun .... 
Who is Silvia? what is she? 

Why should this a desert be 

Will you buy any tape .... 

You must sing, a-down a-down 

You spotted snakes with double tongue 

You that choose not by the view 
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GLOSSARY 


Abate, v.t. to deduct, except, L.’s L. ’s L. v. 2. 545; to 
blunt, take the edge off. Rich. III. v. 4. 48; to deprive, 
K. Lear, ii. 4. 161. 

Abhor, v.t. to reject, Hen. VIII. ii. 4. 79. 

ABJBCTS, sub. servile persons. Rich. III. L 1. ?o6. 

Able, v.t. to warrant, K. Lear, iv. 6. 173. 

Abode, v.t. to forebode, 3 Hen. VI. v. 6. 45 . 
Abodements, sub. evil omens, 3 Hen. VI. iv. 7. 13 . 
Abram, adj. auburn, Coriol. ii 3. si. 

Abridgment, sub. a short entertainment. Mid. N. Dr. v. 
1. 39; Ham. ii. 2. 448. 

Absey-book, sub. a primer, K. John, i. 1. 196. 
AasortJTE, ad}, resolved, Meas. for Meas. lii. 1. 5; per¬ 
fect, Hen. V. iii. 7. 27; Ham. v. 2. na; positive, Coriol. 
lit. 2. 39. 

Aby, v.t. to pay for, atone for. Mid. N. Dr. iii. 2. 175. 
Accite, v.t. to cite, summon, 2 Hen. IV. v. 2. 141 ; TiL 
Andr. L 1. 37; to excite, 2 Hen. IV, ii. 2. 67. 
Acknown, be not, do not pretend to be cognizant of, 
Oth. iii. 3. 320. 

Aconitum, sub. the plant aconite, or wolTs bane, 2 Hen. 
IV. iv. 4. 48. 

Acturb, sub. performance, Lov. Comp. 185. 

Addiction, sub. inclination. Hen. V. i. 1.54: Oth. ii. 2.6. 
Addition, sub . title. Merry Wives of W. ii. 2 . 316; Macb. 
i. 3. 106. 

Addressed, ad}, ready. Mid. N. Dr. v. I. xo 6 ; JuL Oea. 
iii. 1 . 39 . 

Adoptious, ad}, given by adoption, not real, All ’» Well 
L i. 190. 

Aery: see Aikry. 

Afar off, adv. indirectly, remotely, Merry Wives of W. 
L 1. aisi Wist. Tale, iL 1. 103 . 


Affect, sub. inclination, L.’s L. *s L. i. 1.150; Oth. i. 3 
265; v.t. to love. Two Gent, of Ver. iii. 1. 82. 
Affection, sub. affectation, L.'i L. 'i L. v. 1.4. 
Affecuoned, adj. full of affectation. Twelfth Night, 
ii. 3. 162. 

Apfeered, pt.p. confirmed, a law term, Macb. iv. 3. 34- 
Affront, v.t. to confront to luce, Wint. Tale, v. 1. 75; 
Cymb. iv. 3. 29. 

Affy, v.t. to betroth, Tam. of Shrew, Iv. 4. 49; 2 Hen. 

VI. iv. 1. 80; v.i. to confide. Tit. Andr. i. 1. 47. 
After-supper, sub. rere-supper, Mid. N. Dr. v. 1. 34. 
Aglet-baby, sub. the figure cut on the tag of a lace [Fr. 

aiguillctte j, Tam. of Shrew, i. 2. 79. 

Agnize, v.t. to acknowledge, avow, Oth. i. 3 . 332* 
Agood, adv. much, a great deal. Two Gent, of Ver. iv. 
4. 172. 

A-hold, adv. to lay a ship a-hold ■■ to keep her up to 
wind. Temp. i. 1. 54. 

Ajery, Aery, sub. the brood of an eagle, K. John, v. 2 
149; Rich. III. i. 3. 264, 270. ‘An aery of children’, 
alluding to a company of young actors. Ham. h. 2. 362 . 
Aim, sub. a guess. Jul. Ces. 1. 2. 162. 

Aim, to cry, v.l. a phrase borrowed from arebary, Merry 
Wives of W. iii. 2. 47; to give encouragement to, 
K. John, U. 1. 196. 

Alder liefest, adj. dearest of all, 2 Hen. VI. i. I. 38 . 
.All amort, adj. quite dejected [Fr. d la mort ], Tam. 01 
Shrew, iv. 3. 36; 1 Hen. VI. iii. 2, 124. 

Allay, sub. mitigation, Wint. Tale, hr. 1 . 0 . 

All hid, sub. the game of hide end seek, L.’s L. 1 L. iv. 
3 78 

Aixicnotr. «#• Two dent, of Ver. h.2.3» i tut. melin- 
cboiy, hurry Wives of W. L 4. 160 . 













1143 


GLOSSARY 


Allow, v. to approve* 2 Hen. IV. I. 3 . 5; iC. Lear, ii. 4 . 

194 - 

All -thing, adv. in every way, Macb. iii. 1 . 13. 
Alms-drink, tub . liquor drunk 10 cose another. Ant. 
& Cico. ii. 7 . 5. 

Ames-ace, sub. the lowest throw of dice. All ’s Well, ii. 
3 . 85. 

Anchor, sub. an anchorite, a hermit. Ham. iii. 2 . 231. 
Ancient, sub. an officer next in rank to a lieutenant, 
1 Hen. IV. iv. 2 . a6. Comp. Ancient Pistol. 

Annexion, sub. addition, Lov. Comp. 208. 

Answerable, odj. corresponding, Oth. i. 3 . 351. 

Antick, sub. the buffoon of the old plays, Rich. II. iii. 
2. 162. 

Antre, sub. a cavern [Fr. antre], Oth. i. 3 . 140. 

A ppeach, v.l. to impeach, All's Well, i. 3 . 199; 
Rich. II. v. 2 . 79. 

Appeal, sub. impeachment, Rich. II. i. 1. a; i. 3. 21. 
Apple-john, sub. a shriveiled up winter apple, 1 Hen. IV. 

iii. 3 . 5; 2 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 3. 

Appointment, sub. equipment, K. John. ii. 1 . 296. 
Approof, sub. approval, proof, Meas. for Mcas. ii. 4 . 
175 ; All's Well, ii. 5 . 3. 


Bare, v . t . to shave, Meas. for Meas. iv. 2 .188; Ail‘s Web 

iv. 1. 54. 

Barful, ad), full of difficulties. Twelfth Night, i. 4 . 41. 

Barm, sub. yeast, Mid. N. Dr. ii. 1 . 38. 

Barn, sub. a child. Much Ado, iii. 4 . 48; 1 Hen. IV. ii. 
3 . 6. 

Base, sub. a rustic game, Cymb. v. 3 . 19; ‘To bid a base' 
to challenge in the game, Two Gent, of Ver. i. 2 . 94; 
Ven. & Ad. 303 

Base court, sub. a back yard, the lower court in a castle 
[Fr. basse-cour], Rich. 11 . iii. 3 . 182. 

Bases, sub. housings worn by knights on horseback, 
Per. ii I. 173. 

Basilisco-like, ad). Busllisco, a character in the old play 
of Saliman and Perseda, indulges in iteration as in the 
text, K. John i, 1 , 244. 

Basilisk, sub. a large cannon, 1 Hen. IV. ii. 3 . 58. 

Bast a, int. enough: [Ital.} Tam. of Shrew, i. 1 . 202. 

Bastard, sub. a sweet Spanish wine, Meas. for Meas. 
iii. 2 . 4; 1 Hen. IV. ii , 4 . 83. 

Bate, v.i. to flutter as a hawk, Tam. of Shrew, iv. 1 . 199. 

BArED, pt.p. abated, sunk, Mcr. of Ven. iii. 3 . 32. 

Batelcss, ad), which cannot be blunted, Lucr. 9. 


Apricock, sub. apricot, &id. N. Dr. iii. 1 . 173; Rich. OL Bat-fowling, pr.p. fowling at night by means of a net 
ni. 4 . 29. ^ ^ with torches and poles. Temp. ii. 1 . 193. 


Apron-man, sub. a mechanic, Coriol. iv. 6. 97. 

Arch, sub. chief, master, K. Lear, ii. 1 . 61. 

Argosy, sub. a large merchantman, from J Ragusa in Batten, v.t. to 
Sicily, Mer. of Ven. L 1 . 9: Tam. of Shrew, ii. 1 . 368, ^ ul 4 . 67.^ 

370. . n . 1 " 

Aroint thee, bit. avaunt, stand off, begone, Macb. L 3 . 

6; K. Lear, iii. 4 . 127. 

Arthur’s show, sub. an archery exhibition by a society 
of London archers, who assumed the name of Prince 
Arthur’s knights, 2 Hen. IV. iii. 2 . 3 ° 3 - 
Articulate, v.l. to draw up articles for a peace, Coriot. 

i. 9 . 77; pt.p. specified, set forth, I Hen. IV. v. 1 . 72. 

Askance, adv. awiy, with sidelong glance, Ven. and Adon. 

342; v.t. to muke to turn aside, Lucrece, 637. 

Assinego, sub. an ass, Troil. Sc Cres. it. I. 40. 

Atone, v.t. to reconcile, set at one, Rich. Ii. i. 1 . 202; 

Cymb. i. 4 . 44. ... 

Attaint, sub. stain, disgrace, Com. of Err. in. 2 . 10; 

Troil. & Cres. i. 2 . 26; Lucrece, 825. 

Augur, sub. augury, Mai.b. iii. 4 . 124. 

Aunt, sub. an old woman. Mid. N. Dr. ii. I. 5 * 1 c loose 
woman, Wint. Tale, iv. 2 . it. 

A vise, v./. to inform. ‘Are you avised?’»»‘Do you 
know?* Merry Wives of W. i. 1 . 171* 


Batler, sub. a flat piece of wood, with which washer¬ 
women beat linen. As You Like It, ii. 4 . 48. 

coarsely, Coriol. iv. 5 . 35; Ham 


Baby, sub. a doll, Macb. iii. 4 . ro6. 

Backare, int. go back! Tam. of Shrew, ii. 1 - 73 - ... 

Backswordman, sub. a singlestick player, 2 Hen. TV. m. 
2. 71. 

Back-trick, sub. a caper backwards in dancing, Twelfth 
Night, i. 3 . 133 


Baffle, r.i. to disgrace. Twelfth Night, ii. 5 . 176; 1 Hen. 

IV. i. 2 . 113. 

Baldrick, sub. a belt, Much Ado, i. I. 252. 

Bale, sub. evil, mischief. Coriol. i. 1 . 169- „ 

Balk, v.t. to balk logic - to dispute, chop V pc, Tam. Reslubbcr, v.t. ^to besmear, 
of Shrew, i. 1 . 34. .. _ _ T .. 

Balked, pt.p. heaped up in balks or ndges, * Hen. LY. 
i. 1. 69. 

Ballow, sub. a cudgel, K. Lear, iv. 6, 248. 


Battle, sub. an army, or division of an army, 1 Hen, 
IV. iv. 1 . 129; Hen. V. iv. 3 . 3. 

Bauble, sub. a fool’s staff, All’s Well, iv. 5 . 32 - 
Bavin, adj. composed of dry waste brushwood, used in 
contempt, 1 Hen. IV. ni. 2 . 61. 

Bawbung, ad), insignificant. Twelfth Night, v. 1 . 58. 
Bawcock, sub. a term of rude endearment JFr beau 
coq], Twelfth Night, iii. 4 . 127; Hen. V. iii. 2 . 27. 

Bay, sub. the space between the main timbers of a roof 
in a building, Meas. for Meas. ti. 1 . 261. 

Beadsman, sub. one paid to say prayers for others. Two 
Gent, of Vei. i. 1 . 18; Rich. II. iii. 2 . 116. 

Bear a epain, to be intelligent, Rom. & Jul. i. 3 . 29. 
Bear hard, to dislike, Jul. Ca:s. i. 2 . 318. 
Bearing-cloth, sub. the cloth in which a child was 
carried to be christened, Wint. Tale, iii. 3 . 119; 1 Hen. 
VI. i. 3 . 42. 

Bear in hand, to deceive, Macb. iii. 1 . 81; Ham. ii. 2 . 67. 
Beast, sub. an ox, K. Lear, iii. 4 . 107. 

Beaver, sub. that part of a helmet which covers the face, 

1 Hen. IV. iv. 1 . 104; Ham. 2 . 229. 

Bedlam, sub. a lunatic, K. John, ii. 1 . 183; a 4 ). mad. 

2 Heu. VI. iii. 1 . 51. 

Behlsts, sub. commands. Rom. & Jul. iv. 2 . 20. 

Being, con), seeing that. Much Ado, v. 1 . 6x. 

Br.-i.rcD, pt.p. forced to lee of the wind, Oth. i. 1 . 30. 
BrRGOMASK, sub. a dance after the manner of the 
peasants of Bergamasco, a country in Italy, belong¬ 
ing to the Venetians, Mid. N. Dr. v. 1 . 361. 

Beshrew, v.t. to curse (not used seriously), L. ’s L.*s L. 

v. 2 . 46; Rom. & Jul. v. 2 . 25. 
slubber, to besmear, I Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 244. 
Besmirch, v.t. to besmear, Hen. V. iv. 3 . 110; Ham. L 

Bestraught, ad), road, distracted, Tam. of Shrew, Ind. 
2. 27. 




Bandy, V, ,o ficht'.'contend; a metaphor taken from Bbjvray. r.r.to discover, to reveal, K. Lear, iii, 6. iw; 
striking the balls at tennis Aa You Like It, v. 1. 6u; ^Lucrcoc, £>9*. ^ ^ ^ Umgmso] 2 Hon Iv . 


cing the balls at tennis, j 

BiDDYlV'ciu Mirth *St Twelfth Night, iU. 4. 

Barbed, pt.p. armed; spoken of a hone. Rich. IL iii. j* c 
3.H7; Rkh.IH.il. io. 5 * n5 * 


factored at Bilbao, Merry Wives of W. i 1 . 167; iii 
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Bill, tub. brown-bills — battle-axe* painted brown, 
2 Hen. VI. iv. 10 . >4; K. Lear, iv. 6. 93. 

Bird, ntb. the young of any bird, 1 Hen. IV. v. 1 . 60; 
Tit. Andr. ii. 3 . ia. 

Bird-bolt, sub. a blunt-headed arrow, Much Ado, L 
1 . 4a; L*’« L. *s L. iv. 3 . 25; Twelfth Night, L 5 . 99. 
Birth-child, sub. a child adopted on account of being 
born in a certain domain, Pericles, iv. 4 . 41. 

Boson, adj- blear-eyed, dim-sighted, Coriol. ii. 1 . 71; 

‘bisson rheum* — blinding tears, Ham. ii. 2 . 537. 
Bucks, tub. mourning clothes, suits of mourning, 
Wint Tale, L 2 . 133. 

Bland, pt.p. (1) adorned with blades or (2) in the 
blade, Macb. iv. 1 . 55. 

Blank, tub. the white mark in centre of a target [Fr. 
Mattel, Ham. iv. 1 . 42; the aim, Oth. id. 4 . 127; v.t. to 
blanch, to make pale. Ham. iii. 2 . 23a. 

Blanks, sub. blank charters sealed by the king, to be 
filled up at pleasure. Rich. IX. ii. 1 . 251. 

Blench, vJ. to start, flinch. Ham. ii. 2 . 634; to be in¬ 
constant, Wint. Tale, L 2 . 333. 

Blenches, tub. inconstancies. Sonnets, cx. 7. 

Blent, pt.p. blended, mixed. Twelfth Night, L 5 . 259; 
Mer. of Yen. UL 2 . 18a. 

Buttered, adj. garnished with puffs. Hen. VIII. i. 3 . 31. 
Block, nib. the wood on which a hat is made. Much 
Ado, L i. 78; the fashion of s hat. K. Lear, iv. 6. 188. 
Blood, tub. a spirited young man, K. John, ii. 1 . 2. 
Blood-boltered, ad}, matted with blood, Macb. iv. 1 . 

123* 

Blood, worst in, in worst condition, Coriol. i. 1 . 141. 
Blowse, tub. a coarse beauty. Tit Andr. iv. 2 . 73. 
Blue-bottle, adj. an allusion to the blue dress of a 
beadle, 2 Hen. IV. v. 4 . 22. 

Blue-eyed, adf. with a dark circle round tbe eve. Temp. 
L 2 . 269. Comp. Blub, As You Like It, iiL 2 . 398; 
Lucrece, 1587. 

Blurted at. pt.p. sneered at. Pericles, iv. 3 . 34. 

Bob, v.t. to beat, to drub. Rich. HI. v. 3 . 335; to cheat, 
Troil. A Cres. iii. 1 .76; Oth. v. 1 .16; tub. a cutting re¬ 
mark, As You Like It, ii 7 . 55. 

Bodkin, sub. a dagger. Ham. iii. 1 . 76. 

Boooli, ri. to hesitate. Ail *s Well, v. 3 . 234. 

Bolins, tub. bowlines, Pericles, iiL 1 .43. 

Bollen, adj. swollen, Lucrece, 1417. 

Bolt, v.t. to sift, refine, Wint. Take, iv. 3 . 377; Trofl. 
A Cres. i. 1 .19, 21. 

Bolter, sub. a sieve, 1 Hen. IV. UL 3 . 80. 

Bombard, tub. a leathern drinking vessel. Temp. iL 2 . 
21; 1 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 503. 

Bombast, sub. cotton padding, 1 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 364; 

‘bombast circumstance’— inflated talk, Oth. i. 1 . 13. 
Bona-roba, sub. a showily dressed woman of light char¬ 
acter, 2 Hen. IV. iiL 2 . 26. 

Bosky, adj. woody. Temp. iv. 1 . 81. 

Bottom, sub. ball of thread, Tam. of Shrew, iv. 3 . 137; 

vJ. to wind thread on. Two Gent, of Ver. iiL 2 . 53. 
Bound, v.t. to make to leap. Hen. V. v. 2 . 145. 

Bourn, rub. a limit or boundary. Temp. iL 1 .159; Ham. 

UL 1 . 79; a stream, K. Lear, hi. 6. 28. 

Bow, sub. a yoke. As You Like It, iiL 3 . 85. 

Bowoet, sub. a leathern pouch, Wint. Tale, iv. a. 
Brabbir, sub. quarrel. Twelfth Night, v. 1 . 69. 

Brace, sub. armour for tbe arm. Per. iL 1 .137; state of 
d e fe n ce, Oth. L 3 .24. 

Beach, sub. a female bound, 1 Hen. IV. UL 1 . 240; 
K. Lear, L 4 . 125. 

Braid ^atjj. deceitful. All *s Well, iv. 2 .73; v.t. to upbraid, 

Brain-pan. sub!*$n skull, 2 Hen. VI. Iv. 10 .13, 

Brave, adj. fine, beautiful. Temp. i. 2 . 6; v.t. to make 
fine, Tam. of Shrew, hr. 3 . 123. 

Bravery, tub. finery. Meat, for Meas. L 3 .10; Tam. of 
Shrew, iv. 3 . 57; bravado, JuL Caw, v. 1 . so; Ham. v. 

Buwl sub. a French dance, L.*s L. ’* L. HL 1 . 9. 


Breach, sub. 'breach of the sea'— the soil; Twelfth 
Night, U. 1 . 23. 

Breast, sub. voice in singing. Twelfth Night, ii. 3 . 21. 
Breath, sub. voice in singing. Twelfth Night. iL 3 . 22. 
Brbesb. sub. the gadfly, Troil. A Cres. L 3 . 48; Ant 
A Cleo. iii. 8. 24. 

Bribed buck, perhaps stolen buck, perhaps buck given 
away in presents. Merry Wives of W. v. 5 . 27. 

Brief, tub. a short summary, Mid. N. Dr. v. 1 . 42; a 
short account. All’s Well, v. 3 . 137; a tetter, 1 Hen. 
IV. iv. 4 .1; a list. Ant. A Cleo. v. 2 . 137. 

Broach, v.t. to pierce through, or transfix. Hen. V. v. 

Chorus, 32; Tit. Andr. iv. 2 . 86. 

Brock, sub. a badger (term of reproach). Twelfth Night, 
iL 3 . X15. 

Brogues, sub. shorn made of untanned hide, Cymb. 
iv. 2 . 214. 

Brooch, v.t. to adorn. Ant. A Cleo. iv. 13 . 25. 
Bubukles, sub. pimples. Hen. V. iiL 6. six. 

Buck, v.t. to wash linen with lye, and afterwards beat it. 
Merry Wives of W. iiL 3 . 105. 

Bucklersbury, sub. a street in London chiefly inhabited 
by druggists. Merry Wives of W. UL 3 . 79. 

Buck of the first head, one in its fifth year, L.*s L-’s L. 
iv. 2 . 10 . 

Buo, sub. an object of terror, 3 Hen. VL v. 2 . 2. 

Bugle, sub. a black bead. As You Like It, UL 5 . 47: 
Wint. Tale, iv. 3 . 224. 

Bulk, tub. projecting part of a building, Coriol. U. 1. 229; 
Oth. v. 1 . x; the breast, the trunk, Ham. iL 1 . 95; 
Lucrece, 467. 

Bully-rook, sub. a swaggering cheater. Merry Wives 
of W. L 3 . 2. 

Bung, sub. a pickpocket, 2 Hen. IV. tt. 4 . 136. 
Buroonet, sub. a dose-fitting helmet, 2 Hen. VL 200. 
Bush, sub. advertisement (a bush of ivy was usually tbe 
vintner's sign). As You Like It, EpiL 4. 

Busky, adv. woody, 1 Hen. IV. v. l.a. 

Buss, sub. a Idas, 2 Hen. IV. iL 4 . 29s; vJ. to Idas, 
K. John, iii. 4 . 35. 

Buttons, tub. buds. Ham. L 3 . 40. 

Buttons, in ho, within his power to s uooeed in it, Meny 
Wives of W. iii. 2 . 74. 

By-drinkinqs, tub . occasional drinkings, 1 Hen. IV. UL 

3 . 84. 

Cadde, tub. a galloon of wo rsted, Wint. Tale, iv. 3 . 208. 
Caddis-garter, adj. worsted garter On derision); gaiters 
of the time were worn in sight, and naturally were of 
costly material, 1 Hen.- IV. n. 4 . 80. 

Cade, sub. a cask, a barrel, 2 Hen. VI. iv. 2 . 36. 

Cage, sub. a prison, 2 Hen. VL iv. 2 . 59. 

Cake, sub.* my cake is dough on both sides' — oar plans 
are quite frustrated, Tam. of Shrew, L 1 . 109. 

Caked, pt.p. coagulated, inert, Tim. of Ath. iL 2 . 226. 
Caltver, sub. a kind of musket, 1 Hen. IV. iv. 2 . 21; 
2 Hen. IV. UL 2. 295. 

Call, sub. a whistle to lure birds, Tam. of Shrew, iv. 
1 . 197; K. John, iiL 4 . 174. 

Callat, sub. a drab, Wint. Tale, U. 3 .90; Oth. hr. 2 .121; 
2 Hen. VI. L 3 . 86. 

Canary, sub. a lively dance. All’s WelL IL 1 . 77; vJ. to 
dance the above dance, L,’* L. ’• L. in. 1 . xs. 
Candle-mine, tub. a magazine of tallow, 2 Hen. IV. n. 

4 . 328. 

Candle-waster, tub. one who sits up late to study. 
Much Ado, v. 1 .18. „ . 

r 1Nm ( sub. the rose of the sweet-briar. Much 

SSSSZoom 3 . 28; 1 Han. IV. L 176; 

GANum-iLOOM, J son™ u v . ,, 

Canker-blossom, sub. a blossom eaten by tbe canker- 
worm, Mid. N. Dr. iii. 2 . 28a. , 

Cantle, tub. a small piece, a slice, 1 Han. IV. UL 1 . toil 
Ant A Cleo. iii. 8. 16. 

Canton, sub. a song, Twelfth Night, i. 3 . 291* , , f . 
Canzonet, sub. a song, a ditty PtaL caruonsttal L. sl~ ■ 
Lkl say* 
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CwmnAtr,to main u agreement, Coriol.». 3 . 8 a; Cmirr, raft, a churl, 1 Hen. IV. IL 2 . eg. 
to combine, 1 Hen. IV. UL 5 . tao. 'Cloe, v.i. to decide, Sonnet*, xivi. o. 

Catocchu, mb. a fool,—fem. of capoccMo, — Troii. & - — • . —r- . 

Cres. iv, 2 . ia. An Italian word. 

Caraways, sm>. comfits made with caraway seeds, 2 Hen. 

IV. v. 3 . 3. 

Carbonado, sub. meat scotched for broiling, Coriol. 


Cinque-pace, sub. a grave dance [Ft. einqiu pat]. Much 
Ado, ii. 1 . 78; Twelfth Night, i. 3 . 141. 
Circumstance, sub. dmunlocution. Ham. L 5 .1*7. 
Cital, sub. a recital, 1 Hen. IV. v. 2 . 6x. 

Citizen, sub. town-bred, effeminate, Cymb. iv. 2 .8. 


iv. 5 .199,; v./. to hack like a carbonado, Wint. Tale, iv. Ctitern, sub. a guitarTL’s L. ’sTTv. i . bii. 

3 . 267; K. Lcar, ii. 2 . 41. Clack-dish, sub. a beggar’s dish with a loose cover, by 

kin fun rttnlinn nrH' n a Mml-e tnhiok .iMXmIu -1-<- - « -« .« • « 


Card, sub. ‘cooling card’ — a stroke which suddenly 
turns the tables, 1 Hen. VI. v. 3 . 84. 

Card ecu, sub [quart d’icu], quarter of a French crown. 
All’s Weil, iv. 3 . 314; v. 2 . 35. 

Carkanet, sub. a rwsklace [Fr. car can]. Com. of Err. iii. 

1. 4 (Sonnets, lii. 8, Carconet). 

Carl, sub. a clown, peasant, Cymb. v. 2 . ♦. 

Carlot, sub. a peasant. As You Like It, III. 5 . 108. 

Carpets, sub. table cloths, Tam. of Shrew, iv. 1 . 5a. 

Carrack, sub. a huge ship of burthen [Ital. caracca ], 
Oth. i. 2. so- 

Case, v.t. to strip off the skin. All’s Well, iii. 6. xxo. 

Casque, sub. a helmet [Fr. casque]. Rich. IL i. 3 . 81 ; 
Coriol. iv. 7 . 43. 

Cassock, sub. a military cloak, AU ’s Well, iv. 3 . 193. 

Cast, v.t. to dismiss, Oth. L 1. 150; pt.p. emptied out, 
Meas. for Mean. iii. 1 . 91; adj- second-hand, cast off. 

As You Like It, iii. 4 . 15. 

Cataian, sub.a. Chinaman, a native of Cathay, & cant term. 
Merry Wives of W. ii. 1 . 147: Twelfth Night, ii, 3 . 83. 

Catlings, sub. small strings tor musical instruments, 
made of cat-gut, Troii. ft Cres. iii. 3 . 309. 

Cautel, sub. craft, stratagem. Ham. i. 3 .15; Lov. Comp. 
303. 

Cautelousl adj. crafty, cunning, deceitful. Coriot iv. 1 . 

33; Jul. C*s. it 1 . xag. 

Cease, sub. extinction. Ham. iii. 3 . 15; Cymb. iv. 2 . na. 

Ceinture [O. Ed. Centre], sub. cincture, girdle, K. John, 
iv. 3 . 155. 

Censer, thin man in a, ‘a plate or dish, in which was 
incense, and at the bottom of which was usually 
represented in rude carving the figure of some saint’ 

( Hanmer ), 2 Hen. IV. v. 4 . ao. 

Censure, sub. opinion, judgment, Wint. Tale, ii. 1 . 36; 
Ham. iii. 2 . 31; judicial sentence, Oth. v. 2 . 367. 

Cerements, sub. the wrappings of an embalmed body. 
Ham. i. 4 . 48. 

’Cern, v.t. to concern, Tam. of Shtew, v. 1 . 76. 

Cesse, v.l. to cease. All’s Well, v. 3 . 7a. 

Chacb, sub. a term at tennis [quibbling]. Hen. V. i. 2 . 266. 

Chambers, sub. small cannons, 2 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 56. 

Changeable, adj. varying in colour, Twelfth Night, 
ii. 4 . 75. 

Chanson, sub. a song. Ham. ii. 2 . 447. 

Chape, sub. the metal at the end of a scabbard. All’s 
Well, iv. 3 . 165. 

Character, sub. handwriting, K. Lenv, i. 2 . 68. 

Chare, sub. a turn of work. Ant. ft Cleo. v. 2 . 230. 

Charge-house, sub a school-house, L.'s L. ’s L. v. 1 . 88. 

Charneco. sub. a kind of wine, named from Charneca in 
Portugal, 2 Hen. VI. ii. 3 . 63. 

Chaudron, sub. entrails. Macb. iv. 1 . 3j. 

Cheator, sub. an escheator, Merry Wives of W. I. 3 . 75. 

Cherry-pit, sub. a children’s game. Twelfth Night, 11L 
4 . 13X. 

Cheveril, sub. kid-leather, Rom. ft Jul. ii. 4 . 90; ad }. 
jriekling, flexible, Twelfth Night, iii. 1 . 13; Hen. Vm. 

CHEwir^iwb. a chough [Fr. chouette\ \ Hen. IV. v. I. 
29. [There may be an allusion to another word, which 
means a sort of meat pie.] 

Childino, adj. fruitful, Mid. N. Dr. ii. 1 . xia. 

Childne*. tub. childish disposition, Wint. Tale, L 2 .170. 

Chopine, sub. a high-soled shoe. Ham. ii. 2 . 45 S- 

Chow. edj. chapped. Macb. i. 3 . 44. . 

Chrbtom child, sub. a chrisom child, one who died 
wuhin a month of birth; the chrisom was a white 
cloth put on the infant at baptism. Hen. V. iL 3 - IR* 

OO 


moving which he attracted the notice of passers by, 
Meas. for Meas. iii. 2 . X39. 

Clap, at a, at a blow, K. Lear, i. 4 . 3x8. 

Clapper-claw, v.f. to beat soundly. Merry Wives of W. 

ii. 3 . 67; Troii. & Cres. v. 4 . x. 

Claw, v.t. to flatter. Much Ado, L 3 . xo. 

Clepe, v.l to call. Ham. L 4 . in; Vcn. k Ad. 993. 
Climate, sub. clime, region, Jul. Cws. i. 3 . 3a. 
Climatures, sub. fellow-countrymen. Ham. i. 1 . 125. 
Cuno, v.f. to shrivel up, Macb. v. 5 . 40. 

Clip, v.f. to embrace, Oth. iii. 3 . 465; Ant ft Cleo. V. 2 . 
360. 

Clipper, sub. a defacer of coin. Hen. V. iv. 1 . 349. 
Cloud, sub. a spot between the eyes of horses, regarded 
as a blemish. Ant. & Cleo. iii. 2 . 51. 

Clout, sub. piece of canvas in centre of target, L.'s L. *S 
L. iv. i. 138; 2 Hen. IV. iii. 2 . 5 *. 

Clouted, adj. hobnailed; or according to some, patched, 
2 Hen. VI. iv. 2 . 190; Cymb. iv. 2 . 214. 

Cloy, v.t. to stroke with the claw, Cymb. v. 4 . xiB. 
Cobloaf, sub. a misshapen loaf of bread, run out in the 
baking into lumps, Troii. ft Cres. iL 1 . 41, 

Cock, sub. a cock-boat, K. Lear. iv. 6. ao; a weathercock, 
K. Lear, iii. 2 . 3. 

Cock-a-hoop, to set, to cast off all restraint, Rom. A JuL 
L 5 . 85. 

Cockle, sub. a weed in com, the corn-cockle. Lychnis 
Gtthago, L.’s L. ’s L. iv. 3 . 383- 
Cockney, sub. one bred and bom in the city, and igno¬ 
rant of all things out of it. Twelfth Night, iv. 1 . 15; 
K. Lear, ii. 4 . 123. 

Cock-shut time, twilight, Rich. HI. v. 3 . 70. 

Codling, sub. an unripe apple. Twelfth Night, L 3 . x68. 
Coffin, the crust of a pie, Tit. Andr. v. 2 . x8p. 

Coo. v.i. to cheat. Much Ado, v. 1 .95; v.f. to filch, CorioL 

iii. 2. 133. 

Coign, sub. a corner-stone [Fr. coin], CorioL ▼. 4 . x; 
Macb. i. 6. 7. 

Coil, sub, bustle, tumult, Much Ado, iii. 3 . 99; Ham. BL 

1. 67. 

Collection, sub. inference, Cymb. v. 5 . 433; Ham. fv 

5 . 9. 

Collied, adj. sooty, black. Mid. N. Dr. L 1 . X 45 1 Pt-P- 
Oth. ii. 3 . 208. 

Comma, sub. the smallest break or stop. Ham. v. 2 . 4a. 
Commodity, sub. profit, advantage, K. Lear, iv. 1 . ax. 
Compact, pt.p. made up of, composed. Mid. N. Dr. v. 

1 . 8; As You Like It, iL 7 . 5. 

Compassed, adj. round, arched, Tam. of Shrew, iv. 3 . 
139: Ven. & Adon. 272. 

Competitor, sub. partner, L/sL’i L. IL 1 . 8a; AnL ft 
Cleo. v. I. 42. 

Comptible, adj- sensitive. Twelfth Night, I. 5 . 188. 

Con, v.f. to learn, to know, to understand, Twelfth Night, 
ii. 3 . 163; to con thanks = to give t h a nks , All’s Wall, 

iv. 3 . 175; Tim. of Ath. iv. 3 . 431. 

Conclusion, sub. an experiment. Ant. ft Cleo. v. 2 . 356; 
Cymb. i. 5 . x8. 

Conclusion, still, silent inference, or perhaps settled 
demeanour. Ant. ft Cleo. iv. 13 . a8. 

Consul, sub. Venetian senator, Oth. i. !. as. 

Convent, v.t. to be suitable. Twelfth Night, v. 1 . 394, 
CoNvrCTED, pt.p. defeated, K. John, ill. 4 . a. 

Convince, v.t. to overcome, Macb. L 7 . 64; hr. 3 . 24a; 
Cymb. 1. 4 . 200. 

Convive, v.i. to feast together, Troll, ft Cres. hr. 5 . 271* 
Cony-catch, vJ. cheat. Merry Wives of W. L 1 . 129; 
L 3 . 34 - 
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Corrosive, and 
CORSIVE, 


Cop atain, ad), high-crowned and pointed, Tam. of 
Shrew, v. l. 69. 

Cope, v.t. to encounter, As You Like It, ii. 1 . 67; Ven. 

A Adoa 888; to requite, Mer. of Ven. iv. 1 . 413. 
Copesmate, sub. a companion, Lucrecc, 925. 

Copped, ad), round-topped, Per. i. 1 . 101. 

Copy, sub. lease, Macb. iii. 2 . 38. 

Coranto, sub. a auick lively dance. All’s Well, ii. 3 . 49 ; 
Twelfth Night, ». 3 . 130. 

Corinthian, sub. a wencher, 1 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 13. 
Corky, ad), shrivelled, K. Lear, iii. 7 . 29. 

Corollary, sub. a surplus [Fr. corollaire], Temp. iv. J. 57. 

sub. an irritant remedy, 2 Hen. VI. 
iii. 2. 403; ad), irritating, giving pain, 
1 Hen. VI iii. 3 . 3. 

Costard, sub. the head,—properly an apple,—Merry 
Wives of W. iii. I. 14; K. Lear, iv. 6. 248. 

Cote, v.r. to come up with, and pass on the way, Ham. 
ii. 2 . 338. 

Cot-quean, sub. a man busying himself with the business 
of women, Rom, & Jul. iv. 4 . 6. 

Counter, adv. to run or hum counter is to follow the 
game backwards on the scent, Com. of Err. iv. 2 . 39; 
2 Hen. IV. i. 2 . 102 (here a play is intended on the 
name of the well-known London debtors’ prison, the 
Counter); Ham. iv. 3 . no. 

Counter-caster, sub. a reckoner, caster-up of accounts. 
Oth. L 1 . 31. 

Counterfeit, sub. a portrait, Mer. of Ven. iii. 2 . x 15; 
Ham. iii- 4 . 54; a piece of bad money, 1 Hen. IV. 
ii. 4 . 548. 

Counterpoint, sub. a counterpane, Tam. of Shrew, ii. 

Countervail, v.t. to outweigh, Rom. & Jul. ii. 6. 4. 
Couplet, sub. a pair, Twelfth Night, iii. 4 . 414; Ham. v. 

1. 309. 

Course, sub. a large sail. Temp. i. 1 . 55; the onset of 
dogs in bear-baiting, Macb. v. 7 . 2; K. Lear. iii. 7 . $4. 
Court-cupboard, sub. a sideboard used for the display 
of plate, Rom. A Jul. i. 3 . 8. 

Court holy-water, sub. flattery [Fr. eau binite de la 
cour\, K. Lear, iii. 2 . 10. 

Cower, v./. to sink or squat down. Per. iv. 2 . 11$. 
Cowl-staff, sub. a pole on which a basket is borne by 
two persons. Merry Wives of W. iii. 3 . 157. 

Coy, v.t. to stroke, to caress, Mid. N. Dr. iv. 1 . a; v.l. to 
disdain. Cor. v. I. 6. 

Coystril, sub. a mean fellow, originally a groom. Twelfth 
Night, i. 3 . 44; Per. iv. 6. 181. 

COZIER, sub. a cobbler, Twelfth Night, ii. 3 . 90. 

Crack, v.i. to boast, L.’s L. 's L. iv. 3 . 268; Cymb. v. 5 . 
178, 208; sub. a pert forward boy, 2 Hen. IV. iii. 2 . 34; 
Coriol. L 3 . 74. 

Cracked within the ring, uncurrent [quibbling], Ham. 
ii. 2. 457 - 

Cracker, sub. a blusterer, K. John, ii. I. 147. 

Crank, sub. a winding passage, Coriol. i. 1 . 143. 
Crants, sub. a garland, a chaplet, Ham. v. 1 . 254. 
Crake, sub. a small vessel, Cymb. iv. 2 . 205. 

Craven, v.t. to make recreant or cowardly, Cymb. iii. 4 . 
80. 


Creek, sub. a rivulet, a windinf part of a rivulet, Cymb. 
iv. 2. 151. 

Cresset, sub. an open lamp set on a beacon, or carried 
on a pole, 1 Hen. IV. iii i. 15. 

Crib, sub. a hovel, 2 Hen. IV. iii. 1 . 9. 

Crisp, ad), curled. Temp iv. 1 . no; Mer. of Ven. iii. 2 . oa. 

Critic, sub. a cynic, a carper, Troil. A Cres. v. 2 . 128. 

Cross-row, sub. the Christ-cross Row, the alphabet. 
Rich. III. i. 1 . 85. 

Crow-keeper tub. the boy, or stuffed figure, to keep 
awaygroWs, Rom. A Jul. i. 4 . 6; K. Lear, iv. 6. 80. 

Crubl, ad), crewel, worsted [quibbling], K. tear, ii. 4 . 7. 

Cruzado, sub. a Portuguese coin worth about six shil¬ 
lings, Oth. iii. 4. 27. 

Cry, sub. a pack, CorioL iii 3 .118; a company, Ham. iii 


Cry aim, to encourage, K. John. ii. 1 .196. 

Cry you mercy, I beg your pardon. Merry Wives of W. 

iii. 5 . 27; Meas. for Meas. iv. 1 . 12. 

Cub-drawn, ad), sucked dry by cubs, made ravenous, 

K. Lear, iii. 1 . 12. 

Cullion, sub. a mean fellow [Fr. coutllon, Ital. coglione]. 
Hen. V. iii. 2 . 23; 2 Hen. VI. i. 3 . 43. 

Culuonly, ad), mean, contemptible, K. Lear, ii. 2 . 36. 
Culverin, sub. a kind of cannon, 1 Hen. IV. ii 3 . 58. 
Curb, v.t. to bend [Fr. courber], Ham. iii. 4 . 155. 
Curiosity, sub. scrupulosity, Tim. of Ath. iv. 3 . 303; 
K. Lear. i. 1 . 6. 

Curious, ad), elegant, Cymb. v. 5 . 362; careful, anxious, 
Cymb. i. 6. 191, 

Currents, sub. occurrences, 1 Hen, IV. ii. 3 . 60. 

Curst, ad), ill-tempered. Much Ado, ii. 1 . 22; K. Lear, 

ii. 1. 67. 

Gushes, sub. cuisses, armour for the thighs, 1 Hen. IV. 

iv. 1. 105. 

Custard-coffin, sub. the crust of a custard, Tam. of 
Shrew, iv. 3 . 82. Comp. Coffin. 

Customer, sub. a loose woman, All's Well, v. 3 . 291; 
Oth. iv. 1 . 120. 

Cut, sub. a horse. Twelfth Night, ii. 3 . 206, 

Cut and long-tail, of every sort. Merry Wives of W. 

iii. 4 . 47. 

Cuttle, sub. a bully, 2 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 138. 


Daff, v./. td take off, Lov. Comp. 297; to put by, to turn 
aside with slight and neglect, Much Ado, ii. 3 . 187; 
1 Hen. IV. iv. 1 . 96. 

Dagonct, sub. a foolish knight at the court of King 
Arthur, 2 Hen. IV. iii. 2 . 303. 

Dancing horse, a performing horse, belonging to one 
Bankes, a Scotchman, L. *s L. ’s L. i. 2 . 58. 

Danger, sub. power, control, according to some debt, 
Mer. of Ven. iv. 1 . 180. 

Dare, vj. to terrify, make to couch; larks were caught 
by small mirrors fastened on scarlet cloth, Hen. V. 
iv. 2 . 36; Hen. VIII iii. 2 . 283. 

Darraign, v.t. to arrange, or put in order of battle, 
3 Hen. VI. ii. 2 . 72. 

Dash, sub. a stigma, Wint. Tale, v. 2 . izv, Lucrece, 206. 
Daubery, sub. false pretence, cheating, Merry Wives ol 
W. iv. 2 . 190. 

Day-bed, sub. a sofa. Twelfth Night, ii. 4. 55; Rich. in. 
iii. 7 . 71. 

Day-woman, sub. a didry woman, L.’s L. *s L. i. 2 . 138. 
Dear, ad), dear was usA 3 for anything powerfully though 
unpleasantly affecting the feelings, L.'s L. ’a L. v. 
2 . 872; 1 Hen. IV. iii. 2 . 123. 

Death-tokens, sub. plague spots, Troil. A Cres. ii. 3 . 
189. 

Decent, ad), becoming, Hen. VIII. iv. 2 . 146. 

Deck, sub. a pack of cards, 3 Hen. VI. v. 1 . 44; v.t. to 
cover, perhaps to sprinkle. Temp. i. 2 . 155. 

Deed less, ad), inactive, Troil. A Cres. iv. 5 . 98. 

Deem, sub. a surmise, opinion, Troil. A Cres. iv. 4. 59. 
Defeat, v.t. to disguise, Oth. i. 3 . 346. 

Defend, v.t. to forbid. Much Ado, ii 1 . 99; Rich. II. i. 3 . 
15; Ant. A Cleo. iii. 3 . 43. 

Delighted, ad), framed for delight, Meas. for Meas. iii- 
1 . 119; delightful. Oth. i. j. 291; Cymb. v. 4 . xoa. 
Demerit, sub. desert, Coriol. i. 1 . 278; Macb. iv. 3 . 225: 
Oth. i. 2 . 22. 

Demurino pr.p. looking demure. Ant. A Cleo. iv. 13 . 


Denier, sub, a very small piece of (French) money, 
Tam. of Shrew, Indue. 1 . 9; Rich. 111 . i. 2 . 253- 
Deracinate, v.t. to eradicate, to root up [Fr. diraclner J, 
Hen. V. v. 2 . 47; Troil. A Cres. i. 3 . 99. _ ... 

Dern, ad), dreary, secret, K. Lear. iii. 7 . 63; Per. 
Prol. 15. 

Descending, sub . lineage. Per. v. I. tno . 

Desion, v.t. to point out mention before. Rich. u. l *• 
203; Ham. i 1 . 04. 

Divot, vj. to imams, Oth. H. 3 .183. 
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pEWBSRRTES, sub. fhiit of Rubut Caslus, a large kind of 
blackberry, Mid. N. Dr. iii. I. 173. 

Dich, v./. do to, happen to, Tim. of Ath. i. 2 . 74. 

Diet, sub. regimen, Iwo Cent, of Ver. ii. 1 . 26; Tim. of 
Ath. iv. 3 . 87. 

Difted, pt.p. bound strictly, All ’» Well, iv. 3 . 35. 
Diffuse, v.t. to confuse, K. Lear, L 4 . a. 

Diffused, adj wild, irregular, Merry Wives of W. Iv. 4 . 
56; Hen. V. v. 2 . 61. 

Disappointed, pt.p. unprepared, Ham. i. 5 . 77. 
Dbcandy, v.t. to dissolve, to melt, to thaw, Ant. k Cleo. 
iii. 11. 165. 

Disclose, v.t. to hatch. Ham. v. 1 . 309; sub. the coming 
forth of the chicken from the shell, Haro. iii. 1 , 175. 
Discoverer, sub. scout, 2 Hen. IV. iv. 1 . 3. 

Disedoe, v.i. to surfeit, Cymb. iii. 4 . 96. 

Dislimn, v.t. to efface, blot, Ant. k Cleo. Iv. 12 .10. 
Disme, tub. tenth [Old Fr. disme], Troil. & Cres. ii. 2 .19. 
Disponoe, v.i. to pour down, Ant. & Cleo. iv. 9 . 13. 
Dispose, sub. disposition, Troil. & Cres. ii. 3 .176; Oth, i. 
3 . 403 - 

Distance, sub. hostility, alienation, Macb. iii. 1 . 116. 
Disvouch v.t. to contradict, Meas. for Meas. iv. 4 . 1. 
Dive-dapper, sub. the dab-chick, Ven. & Adon. 86. 
Division, sub. variation in music, modulation, 1 Hen. IV. 

iii. 1 . 210; Rom. & Jul. iii. 3 . 29. 

Document, sub. instruction, Ham. iv. 5 . 177. 

Doff, v.t. to put off, Tam. of Shrew, iii. 2 . 103; Rom. 
A Jul. ii. 2 . 47. 

Dowi-as, sub. coarse linen, 1 Hea. IV. iii. 3 . 79. 

Dowle, sub. down, the soft plumago of a feather, Temp. 
iu. 3 . 65. 

Down-gyved, adj. covering the ankles like fetters. Ham. 

ii. 1. 80. 

Down-roping, adj■ hanging down in glutinous strings, 
Hen. V. iv. 2 . 48. 

Dov'N sleeves, hanging sleeves. Much Ado, iii 4 . 20. 
Doxy, sub. a mistress, a canting word [Comp. Dekker’s 
‘Bellman of London’ 1 , Wint. Tale, iv. 2 . 2. 

Draff, sub. dregs, refuse, Merry Wives of W. iv. 2 . 112; 
1 Hen. IV. iv. 2 . 18. 

Draught, sub. a privy, Troll. & Cres. v. 1 . 84; Tim. or 
Ath. %. 1 . 107. 

Draw dry-foot, follow game by the scent. Com. of Err. 

iv. 2. 39. 

Drawer, sub. a tapster, Merry Wives of W. ii. 2 . 167; 
1 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 7. 

Drawn, pt.p. quaffed, Temp. ii. 2 . 158. 

Drawn pox, a fox turned out of his earth, 1 Hen. IV. 

iii. 3 . 128. 

Dribbling, ad!, weakly shot, Meas. for Meas. i. 3 . 2. 
Drollery, sub. a puppet show. Temp. iii. 3 . 21; a hu¬ 
morous painting, 2 Hen. IV. ii. 1 . r6o. 

Drumblb, vJ. to be sluggish, Merry Wives of W. iii. 3 . 
157. 

Dry phat, v.f. to thrash, cudgel, L/a L.’s L. v. 2 . 264; 
Rom. L Jul. Mi 1.84. 

Dudgeon, sub. the hundlo of a dagger, Macb. ii. !. 46. 
Dun, sub. name for a horn. 'To draw dun from 
a rustic game played with a log of wood, Rom. & Jul. 
rJ I’ 4, ‘ 

Dun’s the noun, a proverbial expiestion now unin- 
teliigible, Rom. k Jul. i. 4 . 40. 

Dup, v.t. to open. Ham. iv. 5 . 5* _ _ . , k 

Durance, tub piison dress. Com. of Err. Iv. 3 . 2fi. 
There seems a play on another meaning of durance, 
which woa a kind of durable stuff. 

Eaoer, adj. sour, Ham. I 5 . 69; keen. Sonnets, cxviii. 2 ; 

Ham. i. 4 . a. . . t 

Ban, v.t. to yean, to bring forth young, 3 Hen. VI. ii. 5 .36* 
Eanuno, sub. a young Iamb, Mer. of Ven. i. 3 . 80. 

E**. r.t. to plough or cultivate, AIT* Weil, i. 3 . 48; pr. 
T, P - Ant. k Cleo. L 2 . tao. 

bcttasy, sub. a temporary aberration of the mind from 
Joy or r rief. Much Ado. ii. 3 . 167; Ham. iii. 1 . *6* 
Eo/vL, a!s. Tit. Anil. i». 4. +, 


Eld, tub. old times, old age. Merry Wives of W. iv. 4 .37; 
Meas. for Meas. iii. 1 . 36. 

Elf, v.t. to entangle hair in so intricate a manner that 
it is not to be unravelled; supposed to be the work 
of fairies in the night, K. Lear, ii. 3 . zo. 

Emballino, pr.p. being invested with ball and teeptre 
at coronation. Hen. VIII. ii. 3 . 47. 

Embakquemfnts. sub. hindrances, restraints, Coriol. L 

10. 22. 

Emboss, v.t. to hunt to death. All*s Well, iii. 6 . zo6. 
Embossed, part. ad). swollen out, As You Like It, ii. 7 . 
67; 1 Hem IV. iii. 3 . 176; foaming al the mouth from 
hard running, Tam. of Shrew, Ind. 1 .17; Ant. k Cleo. 
iv. 11. 3. 

Embowelled, pt.p. emptied. All’s Well, i. 3 . 249. 
Empery, sub. dominion, Hen, V. L 2 . 226; a country 
subject to a prince's sway, Cymb. i. 6 . zao. 

Endeared, pt.p. bound, 2 Hen. IV. ii. 3 . 11; Tim. of 
Ath. i. 2 . 236. 

Engine, sub. an instrument of war, a piece of ordnance, 
Troil. & Cres. ii. 3 . 144; Gth. iii. 3 . 356; instrument of 
torture, K. Lear, i. 4 . 292. 

Enolut, v.t. to swallow IFr. engloutir], Oth. i. 3 . 57. 
Enmesh, v.t. to entangle, ensnare, Oth. ii. 3 . 37 *- 
Enmew, v.t. to mew up, Meas. for Meas. iii. 1 . 8g. 
Ensconce, v.t. to cover as with a fort, to shelter, Merry 
Wiy.es of W. iii. 3 . 06; Lucrece, 1513. 

Enscamed, part. adj. filthy, Ham. iii. 4 . 92. 

Ensear, vj. to seat up, to make dry, Tim. of Ath. hr. 
3 . 188. 

Enshield, part. adj. shielded, protected, Meas. for Meas. 

11. 4 . 81. 

Ensteeped, part. adj. lying under water, Oth. IL 1 , 70. 
Entertain, v.t. to take into one’s service, Jul. Cars. v. 

5 . 60; K. Lear, iii. 6. 83; sub. reception. Per. i. 1 .119. 
Entreatments. sub. invitations, Ham. i. 3 . 122. 
Ephesian, sub. a boon companion, Merry Wives of W. 

iv. 5 . 19. 

Lrjngo, sub. the candied roots of sea-holly, Merry Wivds 
of W. v. 5 . 23. 

Erring, part. adj. wandering. Ham. i. 1 . 154; Oth. i 
3 . 362. 

Escape, sub. a freak. Tit. Andr. iv. 2 .114; Oth. i. 3 ,136, 

Escoted, pr p. paid, maintained. Ham. u. 2 . 370. 

Even Christian, sub. fellow Christian, Ham. v. 1 . 31. 
Even-pleachf.d, adj. evenly interwoven, Hen. V. v. 2 .42. 
Evttate, v.i. to avoid. Merry W. of W. v. 5 . 253* 
Exceed, v.i. to be of surpassing excellence. Much Ado, 

iii. 4 . 17; Per. ii. 3 . 15. 

Excrement, sub. hair, beard, anything growing out of 
the body, L.’s L.’s L. v. 1 . 112; Mer. of Ven. iii. 2 . 871 
Wint. Tale, iv. 3 . 736; Ham. iii. 4 . 120. 

Exhibition, sub. a money allowance, K. Lear, L 2 . 25; 

Oth. 1. 3 . 239- . . , _ , _ 

Exigent, sub. extremity, pressing necessity, Jul. C«s. V. 
1 . 19; also the tndrl~Hen. VI. il. 3 : 9; Ant. k Cleo. 

iv. i2. 63. . , . „ . . - - 

Exorciser, sub. one who raises spirits, Cymb. iv. 2 . 270. 
Exorcist, sub. th same. All’s Well, v. 3 . 309; Jul. C*s. 

« L 323* . ... n , . . 

Expedience, sub. expedition, enterprise, I Hen. r\. L I. 

33; also haste, Rich. II. ii. 1 . 287; Hem V. iv. 3 . 70. 
Expedient, adj • expeditious, quick, K. John, u. I. 00; 
2 Hen. VI. iii. J. 288. 

Exsufflicate, v.i. inflated, or pernaps contemptible, 
Oth. iii. 3 . 182. —_ j,, , 

Extent, sub. seizure, a law term. As You Like It, nL 1 . 

17 ; favour, Ham. it. 2 . 399 - __ . , 

Extravagant, ad)■ wandering about. Ham. L 1 . 154; 

Oth. i. 1 . 137. , . __ 

Eyas, sub. a young hawk just taken from the nest. Ham. 

Eyavmusket, sub. young sparrow-hawk. Merry Wive* 

of W. iii. 3 . 22. ^ „ . _ , . ,_. 

Eye, sub. a shade 01' colour. Temp. ff. I. 38; vX to look, 
appear, Ant. 4 Cleo. L 3 .19. 
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Face, v.t. to bravet bully, Tam. of Shrew, iv. 3 . isj ; to 
trim a garment, I Hen. IV. ii. 3 . 6s; to lie withe»on- 
tery, Com. of Err. iii. I. 47. 

Faooe, vJ. to turn out, to suit, L.’s L.'§ L. v. 1 . 158; 
Twelfth Night, ii. 2 . 34. 

Famno, sub. burden of song, Wint. Tale, iv. 3 .195. 

Fail, sub. failure, omission, Wint. Tale, ii. 2 .41. 

Fairing, sub. a present, I..’b L.’s L. v. 2 . 2. 

Fairy, sub. an enchantress. Ant. Sl Cleo. iv. 8. 12. 

Fall, mb. a cadence in music. Twelfth Night, i. I. 4. 

Fallow, adj . yellowish brown, Merry Wives of W. L 
1. ga. 

False, vJ. to falsify, perjure, Cymb. ii. 3 . 74. 

Fame, vj. to make famous, Sonnets, lxxxiv. it. 

Fancies, sub. love-songs, or songs in general, 2 Hen. IV. 
iii. 2. 346. 


Figure, si*, a tom of rhetoric, Two Gent, of Var. B. 1 . 
156; L.’s L.'« L. L 2 . 50; a method of fortune-teUinm 
Merry Wives of W. iv. 2 . 1“ 


Figures, sub. du 
iv. 2 . 334; Jul. 




luieting fancies, Merry Wives of W. 
ii. 1. 231. 


Fni, sub. a list. Macb. iii. 1 . 03. 

File, vj. to defile, Macb. iii. I. 65. 

Fills, sub. shafts, TroiL A Cres. Hi. 2 . 46. 

Filth, sub. term of contempt, Tim. of Ath. iv. 1 , 6} 
Oth. v. 2 . 229. 

Fineless, adj. without end, Oth. ifl. 3 . 273- 
Finical, adj. foppish, K. Lear, ii. 2 . 19. 

Foe-drake, sub. a meteor, fiery dragon. Hen. VUL v. 
4 . 46. 

Ftrk, v.t. to beat, Hen. V. iv. 4 . 29. 

Fist, v.t. to grasp, Coriot. iv. 5 . 111; Per. iv. 6. 18a. 


Fancy, v.t. to love, Tam. of Shrew, iL 1 . 1 a; Twelfth Fitchbw, sub. a polecat, TroiL 4 Crea. v. 1 . 67; Oth. 


Night, ii. 5 . 30; Lucrece, 200. 

Fang, v.t. to seize, lay hold of, Tim. of Ath. iv. 3 . 33. 

Fanglbd, adj- fond of finery, Cymb. v. 4 . 134. 

Fantastic, sub. a dandy. Dram. Per. of Meas. for Meat, 
fond of finery, Two Gent, of Ver. ii. 7 . 47. 

Fantastical, adj. imaginary, Macb. i. 3 . 53, 139; in¬ 
credible, Oth. iL 1 . 227; imaginative, Twelfth Night, L 
1. 15. 

Fantasticoes, sub. coxcombs, Rom. & Jul. ii. 4 . 31. 

Fap, ad/- drunk. Merry Wives of W. i. 1 . 184. 

Far, adv. further, Wint. Tale, iv. 3 . 443. 

Farced, pt.p. stuffed out, full. Hen. V. iv. 1 . 283. 

Fardel, sub. a bundle, a pack [Ital. fardelio], Wint. Tale, 
iv. 3 . 729, 742, 783; Ham. iii. 1 . 76 - 

Farrow, sub. a litter of pigs, Macb. iv. I. 65- _ _ - ... 

Farthingale, sub. a hooped petticoat, Two Gent, of Flat-lono, adv. flat. Temp. n. 1 . 188. 


iv. 1. 148. 

Fitted, pt.p. worked as if by fits. Sonnets, cxix. 7. 
Fives, sub. inflammation of parotid glands in bona 
(French avives J, Tara, of Shrew, iii. 2 . 56. 
Flap-dragon, sub. a small burning body lighted and 
put afloat in a glass of liquor, to be swallowed burn¬ 
ing, snapdragon, L.’s L.'s L. v. 1 . 46; 2 Hen. IV. iL 4 . 
267: v.t. to swallow like a flap-dragon, Wint. Tale, 
iii. 3 .100. 

Flap-eared, adj. broad hanging ears, Tam. of Shrew, iv. 
L 160. 

Flap-jack, ad}, a pancake, Per. ii. 1 . 88. 

Flap-mounted, adj. with brood hanging lips. Yen. A Ad. 
920. 

Flat, sub. sandbank, Mer. of Yen. i. 1 . 26; iii, L 5. 


Ver. IL 7 . 51; Merry Wives of W. iii. 3 . 6 g. 

Fashions, sub. a skin disease in horses, now called farcy t 
Tam. of Shrew, iii. 2 . 54. 

Fast, pt.p. fasted, Cymb. iv. 2 . 347. 

Fast and loose, a cheating game, L.’s L. ’s L. iii. I. 109, 
Fat, tub. a vat. Ant. A Cleo. ii. 7 . 122. 

Fat, adj. heavy, unpleasant. Twelfth Night, v. 1 . 113. 
Favour, sub. countenance, visage, Meas. for Meas. iv. 2 . 
33 ; JuL Com. L i. 129. 


Flaw, sub. a crack, k. Lear, ii. 4 . 288; fig. Ant & Cleo. 

iii. 10 . 34; v./. to break, crack. Hen. VOL L 1 . 95. 
Flaws, sub. outbursts of passion, Meas. for Meas. iL 3 .xz; 
Macb. iii. 4 . 63; sudden gusts of wind.CorioL v.3.74; 
Ven.AAdon.456; small blades of ice .2 Hen. W. iv. 4.35. 
Flecked, adj. spotted, Rom. A Jul. ii. 3 . 3- 
Flewed. adj. * Flews’ are the large hanging chaps of a 
hound. Mid. N. Dr. iv. I. 126. 

Flicker, v.i. to twinkle, K. Lear, ii. 2 . iia. 

Flight, sub. a long, light arrow, Much Ago, L 1 . 40. 


Favours, sub. features. As You Like It, iii. 2. 280; Flight, sub. a long, light arrow, 

1 Hen. IV. iii. 2. 136; K. Lear, iii. 7. 40. „ Flighty, adj. swift. Macb. iy. 1. 145- , , . , 

Fear, v.f. to frighten, Mer. of Ven. u. 1. 9; Tam. of Flirt-gills, sub. light wenches, Rom. A Jul. fc. 4. 163, 
‘ “ Flock, sub. a lock of wool, l Hen. IV. iL 1. 7. 

Flote. sub. wave. Temp. i. 2. 234. 

Flourish, sub. ornament. Rich. III. I. 3. 241; Sonnets, 
lxix; a sounding of trumpets, Meas. for Meas. iv. I. 
76; Mer. of Yen. iii. t 49. 

Fobbed, pt.p. cheated, I Hen. IV. L 2 . 68. 

Foin, sub. a thrust, K. Lear, iv. 6. 252; v.t. to thrust m 
fencing, MerryWives of W, ii. 3. 24; Much Ado, v.l.84. 
Foeion. or Foizon, sub. plenty (Fr .folson]. Temp. ii. 1 . 

170; iv. 1. no; Macb. iv 3. 88. 

Foot, v.t. to kick, Mer. of Ven. L 3. 119; to seize with 
the talon, Cymb. v. 4. 116. 

Fop, sub. a fool, K. Lear. i. 2.14. 

Forbid, pt.p. accursed, Macb. i. 3. 46. 

Fordo, v.t. to lay violent hands upon, to deetroy, K. 

Lear, v. 3. 293; Oth. v. 1.129. 

Fordone, pt.p . exhausted. Mid. N. Dr. v. 2. 4* 
Fore-end, sub. the first part, Cymb. iiL 3. 73. 
Fore-hand, sub. advantage, Hen. V. hr. 1. 300; the best 

C the pick, TroiL A Gres. L 3.243; adj. anticipated, 
h Ado, iv. I. 50. 

Fore-hand shaft, an arrow for shooting point blank, 
2 Hen. IV. iii. 2. 52. 

Forfbnd, vJ. to forbid, 3 Hen. VI. ii. 1.190; Oth. y. L 3*» 
Foroetive, adj. inventive, 2 Hen. IV. iv. 3.107. 

Fork, sub. the tongue of a snake, Meas. for Meas «»• 
16; Mach, hr, 1. 16; the head of an arrow, K. Lear, 
L 1.146. 

Forslow, v J. to deity, 3 Hen. VI. ti. 3. 

Forted. adj. fortified, Meo. for Meat. v. 1. »*• _ n 
Forth-right, sub. a straight path, Tsmp. UL 3 .31 Trou. 
A Cm. iiL 3.158. 


Shrew, L 2 . 214- 
Fbarful, adj. timorous, frightened, Rom. A Jul. UL 3 . x; 
Ven. A Adon. 677. 

Feature, sub. form, sh. . • G*nt. of Ver. n. 4 . 74; 

Cymb. v. S. 264; perhaps thing composed. As You 
Like It, iii. 3 . 3. 

Fiderary, sub. confederate, Wint. Tale, ii. 1 . 89. 
Feeder, sub. a shepherd. As You Like It, ii. 4 . xoo; a 
servant Ant. A Cleo. iii. 11 . xoo; Tim. of Ath. iL 1 .169 
(according to some, a parasite). 

Feeding, sub. pasturage, Wint. Tale, iv. 4 .169. 
Fee-grief, sub. grief not shared by any, Macb. iv. 3 . 
196. 

Fillowly, adj. companionable, sympathetic, Temp. v. 
1. 64. 

Feodary, sub. confederate. Meat for Meas. iL 4 . 123; 

Cymb. HL 2 . 21, , , „ 

Fere, sub. a spouse, Tit Andr. hr. 1 . 89; Per. Prol. 22. 
Ferret, v.t. to worry. Hen. V. iv. 4 . 30. 

Fervency, sub. eagerness. Ant. A Cleo. iL 5 .18. 

Fetch, sub. a trick, a stratagem. Ham. iL 1 . 38; K. Lear, 
iL 4 . 90. 

Fetch off, v.i. to make away with, Wint, Tale, i. 2 . 334 - 
Fettle, v.t. to get into condition, prepare, Rom. A Jul. 
fiL 5 . 254. 

Fewness, sub. rarity, or brevity, Meas. for Meas. L 4 .39, 
Fbld~hd, sub. camp-bed, Rom. A JuL iL 1 . 40, 

FU, fJ. to insult by thrusting the thumb b ct wes n two 
finger*, 2 Hen. IV. v. 3 . t. 

Fjotte, tub. canvas hung up to screen the crew of a 
ship daring action^ Merry Wives at W. ti. % 144. 
FKmTj*. (are Hen. V. iiL 6. 60. 
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__ , nji. i Miter of Upt, Coriol. il. l. So. GnasuTION. tab. oRprin*. Wbll. T»le, H. 1 . 147; X. 

Foutra. sub. expression of contempt, 2 Hen. 1 V. v. 3 . xi8. Lew, i. 1 . no. 

Fox, sub, a broadsword. Hen. V. , v . 4 . o. Generosity, sub. nobility, Coriol. L 1 . 217. 

FOxshep, sub. cunmng and selfishness Coriol. hr. 2 . x8. Generous, adj. of noble birth, Meas. for Meaa. iv. 6.13; 
Fracted, pt.p. broken. Tun. of Ath. U. 1 . 22. Oth. iii. 3 . 280. 

Framtold, odj. unquiet, quarrelsome, Merry Wives of W. Gentle, y.t. to ennoble, Hen. V. iv. 3 . 63. 

ii. 2 . 95. __ „ _ _ . . Gentry, sub. courtesy, Ham. ii. 2 . 22; v. 2 . xis? 

Frank, sub. a sty, 2 Hen. IV. ii. 2 . x6o; v 4 . to shot up Germens, sub. seeds, germs, Macb. iv. 1 . 59; K. Leu, 
in a sty. Rich. III. 1. 3 . 3x4; iv. 5 . 3. iii. 2 . 8. 

Franklin, sub. a yeoman, Wint. Tale, v. 2 .181 ; Cymb. Gest, sub. a period of stopping in a place, originally the 
111.2.78. . , . _ halting-place in a royal progress [Fr. gists, gUs], Wint. 

Frauohtino, part. adj. constituting the freight. Temp. Tale,i. 2 . 41. 

tJ* b 13: 1 t Hr 4 T1 .. , „ „ . sub • acts ’ Ant. ft Cleo. iv. 8. a. 

Free, adj. innocent, Wint Tale, 1. 2 . 1x3; Ham. ii. 2 . Ghost, y.t. to viait as a ghost, to haunt. Ant. A Cleo. tt. 

598 . 6. 13. 

Freshes, sub. springs of fresh water. Temp. iii. 2 . 77. Gib, sub. an old tom-cat. Ham. Hi. 4 . 190. 

Fret, y.t. to adorn, Jui. C*s. ii. 1 . 104; Cymb. ii. 4 . 88. Gib cat, sub. the same, 1 Hen. IV. L 2 . 83, 


Frits, sub. the stops of a guitar, Lucrece, 1140. 

Frippery, sub. an old clothes shop. Temp. iv. 1 . 228. 

Frontier, sub. an outwork, fortification, 1 Hen. IV. U. 

3 . 57. 

Frontlet, sub. a band for the forehead, fig. K. Lear, 

L 4. 210. 

Frusk, v.t. to break, bruise, or crush [Fr ./roister], Trail. 

A Cres. v. 6. 29. 

Furred off, pt.p. put off with excuses, 2 Hen. IV. ii. 1 .39. 

Fullams, sub. a kind of false dice. Merry Wives of W. L _..__ 

3 . qa. mechanism of a clock, 1 Hen. VI. i. 2 . 41. 

Fumiter and fumitory, sub. the plant Fumarla, Hen. V. Gino, sub. a gang, a pack. Merry Wives of W. Iv. 2 .126. 


Gibber, y.I. to speak inarticulately, Ham. i 1 . 116. 
Gibbet, v.t. to hang, 2 Hen. IV. iii. 2 . 285. 

Gio, sub. a top, L.i L.*s L. iv. 3 . 167; v. 1 . 71. 

Giglot, sub. a light wench, Meas. for Meaa. v. 1 . 347; 

ad). 1 Hen. VI. iv. 7 . ax; Cymb. iii. 1 . 31. 

Gilt, sub. money, Hen. V. ii. Chor. 26; gilding, (air show. 
Twelfth Night, iii. 2 . 27; Coriol. L 3 . 44. 

Gimmal, adj. double, or made with double rings. Hen. V. 
iv. 2. 49. 

Gimmals [Fol. Gimmors], sub. connecting parts in the 


v. 2 . 4s; K. Lear, iv. 4 . 3. 

Fusttlarian, sub. a term of reproach, 2 Hen. IV. ii. 1 . 6 


Gird, sub. a scoff, sarcasm, Tam. of Shrew, v. 2 . 58; 
1 Hen. VI. iii. 1 . 131; y.t. to gibe, taunt, 2 Han. IV. 
^ L 2 . 6; Coriol. L l.a6a. 

Gaierdins, sub. the coarse frock of a peasant [Ital. Give out, to report, Coriol. i. 1 .199; to give over, 2 Hen, 

__i -r_... k 1__r \i _* i_ • a _ 


gavardina]. Temp. ii. 2 . 41; Mer. of Ven. i. 3 . 113. 
Gad. sub. a sharp-pointed instrument, a goad. Tit. Andr. 


VI. iv. 8. 27. 

Gleeks, sub. scoffs, 1 Hen. VI. Hi. 2 . 123. 


uuii uiiKui, a tvwi, in. nuui. uluu, uw. awua, i 111.11. »i. m. i. 14J, 

hr. 1 . X03 ; ‘upon the gad* = on the spur of the moment, Gnarung, ad]- snarling, Rich. II. L 3 . 292; »i. 2 Hen. 


K. Lear, i. 2 . 26. 


VI. iii. 1 . 192. 


Gage, y.t. to pledge. Ham. i. 1 . 91; Lucrece, 144; sub. God, y.t. to worship, Coriol. v. 3 . xix. 


also a pledge pawned, Rich. II. L 1 . 146. 

Gain-oivino, sub. misgiving, Ham. v. 2 . 227. 

Gait, sub. proceeding, Ham. i. 2 . 31. 

Gall, v.I. to scoff, to jest bitterly. Hen. V. v. 1 . 78. _, _ _ _ 

Galled, pt.p. worn by the action of the waves, Hen. V. Gorbelleed, adj. big-bellied, 1 Hen. IV. U. 2 . 97. 
Ui. 1 . 12; Lucrece, 1440; irritated as tho eyes are by Gorge, sub. the throat, Wint. Tale, H. 1 . 43. 
tears. Rich. HI. iv. 4 . 53; Ham. i. 2 . 155. 


God ‘ild you, God yield you (i.e. reward you). As You 
Like It. Hi. 3 . 81. 

Good, adj. wealthy, Mer. of Ven. 1 . 3 . la; Coriol, L 1 .16. 
Good deed, in very deed, Wint. Tale, i. 2 . 42. 


Galliard, sub. the name of a dance, Twelfth Night, i. 3 . 
139; Hen. V. i. 2 . 25a. 

Galuasse, sub. a large galley, Tam. of Shrew, U. 1 . 372. 
Gallimaufry, sub. a medley or jumble of things to¬ 
gether, Merry Wives of W. ii. 1 . 1x7; Wint. Tade, iv. 
3 . 337. 

Gallow, y.t. to frighten, K. Lear, iii. 2 . 44. 

G allows lasses, sub. heavy armed Irish foot-soldiers, 
2 Hen. VI. iv. 9 . 26; Macb. i. 2 . 13. 

Gallows, sub. a knave, one fit for the gallows, L.*s L.’s 
L. v. 2 . is. 

Gaps, y.l . to cry out loudly. Hen. VIII. v. 4 . 3. Comp. 
‘a gaping pig’ (which however may mean a pig pro- 


Gorget, sub. armour for the throat, Troil. ft Cres. i. 3.17a* 

Gospelled, pt.p. indued with precepts of the gospel 
Macb. iii. 1 . 88. 

Goss, sub. gorse, Temp. hr. 1 . x8o. 

Gossip, sub. a sponsor, Wint Tale, iL 3 . 41; fJ. to 
christen. All’s Well, i. 1 . xox. 

Goujeres, sub. the French disease, K. Lear. v. 3 .14. 

Gourds, sub. false dice. Merry Wives of W^L 3 . 92. 

Gout, sub. a drop [Fr. goutte ], Macb. ii. I. a6. 

Grain, sub. the kennes of which the purple dye wts 
made, a fast colour, Com. of Err. iii. 2 . 109; Twelfth 
Night, i. 5 . 257. 

Grained, adj. dyed in grain. Ham. Hi. 4 . 90; f u rrowed, 
rough, Coriol. iv. 3 . 114; Lov. Comp. 64. 


table with a lemon in its mouth), Mer. of Grange, sub. a farm, or lone house in tho country, 
... *. Oth. i. 1 . 106. 

Oarboil, sub. disturbance, commotion. Ant. & Cleo. L Gratify, vj. to reward. Mer. of Ven. iv. 1 * 407; Coriol 


3 . 61 


H. 2 . 45 - 


Garden-house, sub. a summer-house, Meas. for Meas. Gratulate, adj. ratifying, Meas. for Meas. v. 1 . 531. 
v. 1 . 223. Great morning, broad daylight. Trail, ft Crea. iv. 3 . s; 


Gai 


littering, gaudy, Rich. m. iv. 4 . 89; Rom. 


Cymb. iv. 2 . 61. 

Greek, sub. a boon companion, a m e rry fellow. Twelfth 
Night, iv. I. 19; Troil. ft Cres. i. 2 . n6; iv. 4 . 56. 
Grief-shot, adj. sorrow-stricken, Coriol. v. 1 . 43 . 
Grime, v.t. to begrime, K. Lear, iL 3 . 9. 

Gripe, sub. a griffin, Lucrece, 54 J. „ _ . , _ 

Grize, sub. a step. Twelfth Night, UL 1 . 138; Oth. L 3 . 

nkknaTkK*Mid m n/dt! L 1 . 33; K. Grizzle, tub. a tinge of ray, Twelfth Night, L *69, 
Ground, sub. the original air. on which tho variations 
are made. Rich. ID. iii. 7 . 48. ., 

Groundlings, sub. vulgar spectators, who stood m whit 
is now the pit of tba theatre, Ham. iii. 2 .12. 


Garner, y.t. lay up, store up, Oth. iv. 2 . 56. 

Garnish, sub. equipment, Mer. of Ven. ii. 6 . 45. 
Gaskins, sub. loose breedws, Twelfth Night, 1.!. 27. 
Oasted, pt.p. frightened, K. Lear, U. 1 . 57. 

Gajtnesb, sub. ghastliness, Oth. v. i. 100. 

Gaudy, ad}. festive. Ant. A Cleo. Hi. 11 . 182. 

Gawds, sub. toys, nicknacka, Mid. N. Dr. I . 

John, Ui. 3 . 36. 

Qtex^sub. a dupe. Twelfth Night, v. I. 353; Cymb. v. 

OnioNY, sub. a pair. Merry Wives of W. ii. 2 . 9. 
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Grow to, to have a strong flavour, Mer. of Ven. it X 18. 

Grow to a point, to come to the point. Mid. N. Dr. I 
X 10. 

Guard, v.t. to trim, K. John. iv. 2 . to; pt.p. trimmed, 
ornamented, Mer. of Ven. il. 2. 170. 

Guards, sub. two stars of Ursa Minor were called guards 
of the pole, Oth. ii. 1.15; trimmings, Meas. for Meat, 
iii. 1. 95. 

Guilder, sub. a Dutch coin. Com. of Err. i. 1.8. 

Gules, adj. led, in heraldry, Tim. of Ath. iv. 3. 59; 
Ham. U. 2. 488- 

Gulp, sub. the gullet, Macb. iv. 1 . m. 

Gull, sub. a young unfeatherod bird, 1 Hen. IV. v. 1. 00; 
Tim. of Ath. ii. I. 31. ^ . 

Gummed velvet, sub. velvet stiffened with gum, 1 Hen. 
IV. ii. 2 . 3. 

Gust, r.t. to taste. Twelfth Night, L 3. 3* _ . st 

Guttered, part. ad}, worn by the action of water, Oth. it 
I. 69. 

Habitude, sub. condition of body, Lov. Comp. ti 4 * 

Hack, r.L to grow common. Merry Wives of W. it I. 5 ^ 

Haggard, sub. a wild hawk. Much Ado, iii- 1. 36; ad}. 
Oth. iii. 3. 360. 

Hair, sub. nature, texture, I Hen. IV. iv. 1. 61. 

Half-checked bit, mutilated of which only one part 
remained, Tam. of Shrew, iii. 2. 58. 

Hall, inter!, a hall! a cry to make room for dancers, 
Rom. ft Jul. L 3. 30. 

Hand-past, sub. a contract, betrothal, Cymb. L 5. 78; 
custody, Wint Tale, iv. 3. 798. 

Handy-dandy, a game in which an object is passed 
from one to another, K. Lear, iv. 6. 158. 

Hangman boys, young rascals, T wo Gent, of Ver. iv. 
4 . 61. 

Happely, or( adv. perchance, Meas. for Meas. iv. 2. 98; 

Happily, \ Twelfth Night, iv. 2 . 58. 

Hardiments, sub. feats of arms and valour, 1 Hen. IV. 
i. 3. ior; Cymb. v. 4. 75. 

Harlot, ad/, base, Wint. Tale, ii. 3. 4 (harlot king). 

Harlotry, sub. a harlot, Oth. iv. 2. 239; a silly wench, 
Rom. ft Jul. iv. 2. 14. 

Harrow, r.t. to disquiet, to distract. Ham. i. 1. 44; L 3. 
16. 

Harry, r.t. to vex. to harry, Ant. ft Cleo. iii. 3. 40. 

Hatch, sub. a half door, K. John, i. 1. 171; K. Lear, iii. 
6. 76. 

Hauont, adj. haughty, Rich. 11. iy. 1. 254; 3 Hen. VL IL 
!. 169. 

Haunch, sub. the rear, latter end, 2 Hen. IV. iv. 4. 9a. 

Havoc .inter!, to cry * havoc I * signifies to give no quarter. 
Jut Obs. lit 1 . 273; Ham. v. 2 . 378. 

Hawking, adj. hawk-fike. All’s Welt i. t. 106. 

Hay, mb. a circular dance, L.'s L’s L. v. 1. 166; an ex¬ 
clamation used by a fencer when he hits his adversary 
[It. hall *You have it!’I Rom. ft Jul. ii. 4. 28. 

Head, mb. an armed force, 1 Hen. IV. iv. 4. 25; K. John, 
v. 2.1x3; Ham. iv. 5. 101; source, All's Well, i. 3. 180. 

Hiad-luooed, part. adj. dragged by the ears, savage, 
1C. Lear, iv. X 42. 

Heap, sub. company of persons. Rich. III. ft. 1. 53. 

Hearted, pt.p. placed or rooted in the heart, Oth. L 
3. 373; iii. 3. 449. 

Heat, r.t. to run over, traverse, Wint. Tale, i. X 96. 

Heaves, mb. deep sight, Wint. Tale, it 3. 35; Ham. 
iv. I. 1. 

Hebgna (Pol. Hemnon], sub. a word of doubtful mean¬ 
ing; the yew, ebony, and henbane have all been sug¬ 
gested, Ham. L 3. 6a. 

Hectic, sub. a fever. Ham. fv. 3. 68. 

Hedoe, rj. to skulk. Merry Wives of W. H. 2. 27; Troll 
ft Cres. iii. 1.66. ^ ^ , . 

Hedoe-pubt, mb. clergyman of the lowest order. L.*s 
L- ’• L. v. 2 . 543. 

Heel, rj. to dance, Trofl. ft Cres. hr. 4 . 146. 

Ham, mb. beavines. Wint. Tala, it 1 - 44. 

Helm, m. to steer, Maas, for Maas. Bt X 155. 


Helpless, adj. incurable, Lucrece, 756; useless, unprofit* 
able. Rich. in. t 2 . 13; Veit ft Adon. 604. 
Henchman, sub. a page. Mid. N. Dr. ii. 1 . xsx. 

Hent, v.t. to seize, take, Meas. for Meas. iv. 6,14; Wint. 

Tale, iv. X 134; hold, seizure. Ham. iii. 3 . 88 . 
Herblets, sub. small herbs, Cymb. iv. X 287. 

Herb of grace, rue, Rich. IL iii. 4 . 105; Ham. iv. 3 . x8i. 
Hercules and his load, the Globe theatre, from its sign. 
Ham. ii. X 386. 

Hermit, sub. a beadsman, Macb. L 6. 20. 

Hests, sub. commands. Temp. i. 2 . 274; iii. 1 . 37. 
Hewgh, sub. a sound to represent the whizzing of an 
arrow, K.. Lear, iv. 6. 94. 

Hide fox, and all after, the game of hide and seek. 
Ham. iv. X 32. 

High and low, kinds of false dice. Merry Wives of W. 
t 3 . 93. 

High-battled, ad), at the head of a victorious army. 
Ant ft Cleo. iii- 11 . 20. 

High-day, adj. holiday, Mer. of Ven. ii 9 . 98. 

High lone, adj . alone on one's own feet, a term erf the 
nursery, Rom. ft Jul. t 3 . 36. 

Hight, is called, L.’s L-’« L. 1 - 169. 

High-viced, adj. conspicuously wicked, Tim. of Ath. hr. 

3 . no. „ ^ 

Hilding, sub. a menial All’s Well iii 6. 4; Cymb. ii 
3 . 128; adj. base, Hen. V. iv. 11 . 29. 

Hip, to catch on, have in one's power; a wrestling or 
hunting phrase, Mer. of Ven. i. 3 . 47; Oth. ii 1 . 317. 
Hipped, pt.p. hurt in the hips, Tam. of Shrew, iii X 50. 
Hirbn, sub. Irene, name of the heroine in a lost drama 
by Peele, 2 Hen. IV. h. 4 . 172. 

Hrr together, V. agree or act together, K. Lear, i 1 .308. 
Hive, sub. a kind of bonnet, Lov. Comp. 8. 

Hoar, r.t. to make white, as with leprosy, Tun. of Ath. 
iv. 3 . 156. 

Hobby-horse, sub. a principal part in the morris-dance. 
Ham. iii 2 . 144; a light woman. Much Ado, iii X 75; 
Oth. iv. 1 . 158. 

Hoooe-puddinq, sub. perhaps a haggis. Merry Wives of 
W. v. 3 . 163. 

Holding, sub. a burthen of a song. Ant ft Oo. ii. 7 . 

118; congruity, sense. All’s Well, hr. 2 . 27. 

Holidamb, sub. halidom, holiness, Tsm. of Shrew, v. X 
100. 

Holy-ales, sub. rural festivals. Per. i Prot 6. 
Honeying, pr.p. fondling, Ham. iii. 4 . 03. 
Honey-stalks, sub. clover, Tit. Andr. fv. 4 . 90. 
Hoooman, sub. the person blinded in the game of blind 
man’s baft All ’* Well-iv. 3 . 137. 

Hood man-blind, sub. blind man r s buff, Ham. iii. 4 . 77 * 
Horn-mad, adj . mad like a savage bull [quibblingi Com. 

of Err. it I. 57; Merry Wives of W. L 4 . ji. 
Horologe, sub. a dock, Oth. ii. 3 . 136. 

Harr, v.i. to lodge. Com. of Err. L X 9; All ’sWelt Hi. 5 . 04 - 
Hot at hand, not to be held in, Jul. C*s. iv. 2 . n. 
Hot-house, sub. a bagnio, Meas. for Meas. ii. 1 . 67. 
Hox, r.t. to hough, to hamstring, Wint. Tale, t 2 . 244 - 
Hoy, sub. a small coasting vessel, Cora, of Err. iv. 3 . 30 . 
Hugger-mugger, in, secretly, with hurried secrecy, 
Ham. iv. 5 . 84. 

Hull, r.l. to float Twelfth Night I. 5 . 2x7: Web- IIL 
iv. 4 . 430 - 

Hulling, pr.p. floating at the mercy of the waves, 
Hen. Vm. u. 4 . X07. , . _ 

Hunt, sub. game killed In the chase, Cymb. Hi. 6. 89. 
Hunts-up. sub. tunes to arouse the huntsman, Rom. 
ft Jul. iii. 3 . 34. 

Hurly, and Hurly-burly, mb. tumult uproar, K. John, 
m. 4 . 160; Macb. i 1 . 3. „ 

Hurricano, sub. waterspout Trofl, ft Cree. v. X *60; 
K. Lear. Hi. X 2. 

Hurtle*, adj. harmless, K. Lear, Iv. 6. vn. - 

Hurtling, sub. a d as hin g noise. As You Uk* 5 
133. n 

Hurtle, rX to come together with noise, Jul Cm ft* 
X u 
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Husbandry, sub. management, Macb. ii 1 . 4; 11 m. of 
Ath. ii. 2 . 165. 

Hyen, sub. an liyaena. As You Like It, iv. 1 .163. 

lc« brook, sub. supposed to be the river Salo, near 
Iftjbihs, in Spain, Oth. v. 2 . 252. 

Ionoimy, sub. ignominy, Meas. for Mcas. ii. 4 . 112. 
Illumh. v./. to illuminate, Ham. i. 1 . 37. 

IlluStkous, adj. wanting lustre, without brightness, 
Cymb i. 6. xoq. 

Lmbar, v to secure, or perhaps to exclude, Hen. V. L 

2 . 94 - 

Tmmanity, sub. ferocity, 1 Hen. VI. v. 1 . 

Immediacy, sub. directness, K. Lear, v. 3 . 66. 

1MMOMENT, /ulj. insignificant. Ant. & Cleo. v. 2 . 165. 

Imp, sub. chii d, used affectedly, L.’s L. ’s L. i. 2 . 5; Hen. V. 
iv. I. 45; vto graft new feathers into a hawk’s wing. 
Rich. H. ii. 1 . 19a. 

Impasted, pt.g>. coagulated. Ham. ii. 2 . 490. 
iMPERCEiVERAiNT, sub. dull, undiscerning, Cymb. iv. 1 . 
15 - 

Importance, sib. importunity. Twelfth Night, v. 1 . 375; 
Cymb. L 4 . 47. 

Important, adj urgent, importunate, Com. of Err. v. 1 . 

138; K. Lear, iv. 4 . 26. 

!mpose, sub. command. Two Gent. iv. 3 . 8, 

Imposthtjmf, sub. an abscess, Troil. St Cres. v. 1 . 24. 
Impress, sub. a 4 «vk» with a motto, Rich. II. iii. t. 25. 
IncarnaIvDINE, y t. to dye red, Macb. ii. 2 . 63. 
Jnch-meal, sub. piecemeal. Temp. ii. 2 . 3. 

Incontinent, sub. immediately, As You Like It, v. 2 . 44. 
Incontinently, adv. the same, Oth. i. 3 . 3 ° 7 - 
Incony, adj. delicute, pretty, L.'s L.’s L. iii. i. 143; 
iv. 1. 146. 

Indent, v.t. to mako terms, 1 Hen. IV. 1 . 3 . 87. 
Induction, sub. int- oduction, and preparation, I Hen. 

IV. iii. 1 . a; Rich. III. i. 1 . 32. 

Inexpcrable, adj. that cannot be sufficiently execrated, 
Mer. of Yen. iv. 1 . 128. 

Inporm, v.t. to take -hape, Macb. ii. 1 . 48; to animate, 
inspire, Coriol. v. 3 71. 

informal, adj. crazy, Meas. for Meas. v. 1 . 230. 
iNKPRrr. ».t. to possess. Temp. iv. 1 . 154. 

Ink je, sub. a kind of coarse tape, L.’s L. ’s L. iii. 1 .146; 

Wint. Tale, iv. 3 . 208; Per. v. Prol. 8. 

Inland, adj. civilized, nerhaps living near the capital. 
As You Like It, iii. 2 . 367. 

Innocent, sub. an idiot All’s Well, iv. 3 . 214; Per. iv. 

3 . 17. 

Insans, adj. causing ima nity, Macb. 1 , 3 . 84. 
r NSANiE, sub. madness, L. s L. ’s L. v. 1 .28. [Holofernes.J 
Insculped, pt.p. engraved, cut, Mer. of Ven. ii. 7 . 57. 
Insculpture, sub. an inscription cut in stone, Tim. of 
Ath. v. 4 . 67. 

iNsisruRE, sub. persistency. Trod. & Cres. 1 . 3 . 87. 
Instance, sub. motive, Hum. iii. 2 . 194; proof, 2 Hen. 
IV. Hi. 1 . 103. 

Intelligencer, sub. agent, go-between, Rich. III. iv. 

4 . 71. 

Intelugenctno, adj- going between parties, Wint Tale, 
ii. 3 . 63 . 

Intend, v.t. to pretend. Much Ado, H. 2 . 46; Rich. HI. 
. iii. 7 . 44. 

Intendment, sub. design purpose. As You Like It, i. 1 . 

142; Ven. St Adon. 222; a-im. Hen. V. i. 2 . 144. 
Intenible, adj. unretentive. All’s Well, l 3 . 210. 
Intention, sub. aim, direction. Merry Wives of W. i. 3 . 

7 i; Wint. Tale, i. 2 . 119. . . 

Intenttvely, adv. attentively, xr perhaps consecutively, 
Oth. I. 3 . 155. 

Interbsjed, pt.p. interested Petal sensei K. Lear, i. 1 .87. 
Intrinsb, adj. hard to untie, K Lear, Ii. 2 . 80. 
Intrinsicate, adj. the same. Aim- St Cleo. v. 2. 306. 
Invpcttvely, adj. reproachfully, You Like It, ii. 1 . 

Invincibu, adj. invisible IQy. error], 2 Hen. IV. iii. 
2 - 340 . 


Inward, adj. Intimate, Rich. HI. iii. 4 . 8: secret. Much 
Ado, iv. 1 .12; sub. an intimate friend, Meas. for Meat, 
iii. 2. 142. 

Inwardness, sub. intimacy, Much Ado. iv. 1 . 247. 
Iron-witoj:, adj. unfeeling, insensible, Rich. Ill. iv. 2 , 

Irregulous, adj. lawless, Cymb. iv. 2 . 315. 

Iterance, sub. repetition, Oth. v. 2 . 148. 

I wis. adv. certainly TAng.-Sax, ge-wisi Mer. of Ven. IL 
9 . 68; Rich. HI. i. 3 . 102. 

Jack, sub. the small ball aimed at in the game of bowls, 
Cymb. ii. 1 . 2; a term of reproach, Rich. Ill. i. 3 . 72; 
1 Hen. IV. iii. 3 . 98; a figure which struck the bell in 
old clocks. Rich. fl. v. 5 . 60; Rich. III. iv. 2 . 113. 
Jack-a-lent, sub. a stuffed figure thrown at during Lent, 
Merry Wives of W. iii. 3 . 27 j v. 5 . 137. 

Jacks, sub. the keys of a virginal, Sonnets, cxxviii. 5; 

a drinking vessel, Tam. of Shrew, iv. 1 . 51. 
Jack-sauce, sub. a saucy Jack, Hen. V. iv.' 7 . 149, 

Jade, v.t. to drive like a jade. Ant. & Cleo. iii. 1 . 34; to 
treat with contempt. Hen. VIII. iii. 2 . 281; to run 
away with, Twelfth Night, ii. 5 . 180. 

Jaded, adj. worn out with work, 2 Hen. VI. iv. J . 52. 
Jar, sub. a tick of the clock, Wint. Tale, i. 2 . 43; vJ. to 
tick, Rich. H. v. 5 . 51. 

Jaunce, sub. a wild ramble, Rom. & Jul. ii. 5 . 26; v.t. to 
ramble, Rom. & Jul. ii. 5 . 53; to spur hard. Rich. II. 
v. 5 . 94. 

Ja^ , sub. a loose woman, Merry Wives of W. iii. 3 . 44. 
Jennet, sub. a Spanish horse, Ven. St Ad. 260. 

Jesses, sitb. foot straps, which attached the legs of a 
hawk to the fist, Oth. iii. 3 . 261. 

Jet, v.t. to strut, Twelfth Night, ii. 5 .36: Cymb. Hi. 3 . 5; 
to advance insultingly, Rich. HI. ii. 4 . 51; Tit. Anar. 

ii. 1. 64. 

JiGj sub. a ludicrous ballad. Ham. ii. 2 . 530; L.’s L.*» L. 

iii. 1 . 13. 

Jigging, pr.p. composing jigs, Jul. C*s. iv. 3 .136. 
Joint-king, sub. a split ring, gimmal-ring, Oth. iv. 3 . 74. 
Jolthead, sub. a blockhead, Tam. of Shrew, iv. 1 . 169. 
Journal, adj. diurnal, daily, Meas. for Meas. iv. 3 . 95; 
Cymb. iv. 2 . ro. 

Jovial, adi. like Jove, Cymb. iv. 2 . 3x1, 

Jowl, or Joll, v.t. to knock, to dash. All’s Well L 3 . 60; 
Ham. v. 1 . 8 z. 

Judicious, adj. judicial, Coriol. v. 5 . 128. 

Jump, v.t. to risk, Coriol. iii, !. 153; Cymb. v. 4 . 187; to 
agree, Twelfth Night, v. 1 . 262; adv. just, exactly. 
Ham. v. 2 . 389; Oth. ii. 3 . 395. 

Justicer, sub. a minister of justice, K. Lear, iii 6. 24; 
Cymb. v. 5 . 215. 


Kam, adj. crooked, away from the point, Coriol iii I. 
3 oa * 

Kecksies, sub. hemlock, and other hollow-stalked plants. 
Hen. V. v. 2 . 52. 

Keech, sub. a roll of tallow, Hen. VIH. i. !. 55. 

1 C eel, v.r. to cool, or perhaps to skim, L.’s L. ’s L. v. 2 .928. 
Keep, v.t. to guard, Wint. Tale, ii. 1 . 133; sub. keepuut, 
custody, Tam. of Shrew, 1. 2 . X20; to dwell, Ham. u. 
1 . 8 . 

Kern, sub. a light-armed Irish foot-soldier. Rich. IL ii 

1 . 157; Macb. i. 2 . 13. 

Kersey, sub. cheap woollen cloth, L.*s L. *1 L. v. 2 , 414. 
Kettle, sub. a kettle-drum, Ham. v. 2 . 289, 

Key, sub. a tuning key. Temp. i. 2 . 83. 

Key-cold, adj. stone-cold, cold as a key, Rich. JH. L 

2 . 5; Lucrece, 1774- 

Kibe, sub. a chilblain, Temp. H. 1. 284; a chap on the 
heel. Ham. v. I. 15a. 

Kick at, v.t. to turn away from with loathing and dis¬ 
gust, Coriol. H. 2 129. 

Kickshaw, sub. a trifle, Twelfth Night, i 3 124; 2 Hen. 
IV. v. 1 . 29. 

Kicky-wicky, sub. a ludicrous term for a wife, AO's 
WeU, ii. 3 . 297. 
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*St5“5S*i U “ oweor kOa, M*rqr Lana, aft. th»ed« or batter of Ml, AUt WeB. V. J. 

Whao/W.iv. lftiiWfatrTol^lv. J.J47. 164; Tit. Andr. 01 . 1 .150. 

KINK* tJ. to brio* forth youpfc Aj You Ua It, HL Ldo, r.t. to put lime into Honor, Merry Whee of W. 


X 36a; r.i. to tudte to e thin*, K. John, L 1 .33. 
KiHDum, o cg. u nnatural, Hun. a. 2 . 617. 
KHSNQ-coMrm, «*6. sugar-plums perfumed for swee ten ¬ 
ing the breath. Merry Wives of W. v. 3 . 22. 

Kitchen, f j. to entertain in the kitchen. Com. of Err. 
v. 1. 4x8. 

Knack, sub. a toy, or pretty trifle, Mid. N. Dr. L 1 .34; 
Wint Tak, iv. 3 . 361. 

Knar, rj. to snap or break short; to hit or rap smartly, 
^ler. of Yen. in. I. 10; K. Lear, ii. 4 . 1*5. 


i. 3 . 14. 

Limit, v.i. to appoint, Meaa. for 1 

ii. 3 . 58. 

Limn, r.t. to draw in colours. As Ypu Like It, iL 7 .107. 
Line, r.t. to draw, delineate, As You Like It, ixL 2 . Oft; 

to strengthen^ 1 Hen. IV. iL 3 . 88; Macb. L 3 . its. 
Line-grove, sub . probably a grove of lime trees, Temp, 
v. 1. 10. 

Link, sub. a torch, Tam. of Shrew, iv. 1 . 137. 

------Linsey-woolsey, rid*.gibberish, jargon, All Well, iv. i.ii. 

'-Knot-grass, sub. a herb supposed to have the power of Linstock, sub. the tuck for holding a gunner's match. 


iv. 2 .175; Macb. 


checking growth, Mid. N. i>r. iii. 2 . 32a. 

Knot-pated, ad}. thick-beaded, 1 Hen. iv. iL 4 . 79. 

Laboursomb, ad}, elaborate. Ham. L 2 . 59; Cymb. iii. 
4 . 167. 

Lacsd, pt.p. adorned, embellished, Macb. tt. 3. 119; 
Cymb. iL 2 . 22. 

Lacsd mutton, sub. a prostitute. Two Gent L 1 . 10a. 
Lads, r.i. to empty, to drain, 3 Hen. VI. iii 2 . 139. 
Lady-mock, sub. the plant Cardandnt pratensls, L.’s. 
L'lLv.Z 903. 

Lag, sub. a fragment thing left Cymb. v. 3 . 92; the 
lowest class. Tiro, of Ath. iiL 6. 91. 

Lao end, the last part, the fag end. Hen. VTtl. S. 3 . 35. 
Laid, pt.p. waylaid, ‘the country is laid* — set on its 
guard to arrest 2 Hen. VI. iv. 10 . 4. 

Lamp ass, sub. a disease in a horse’s palate, Tam. of 
Shrew, iii. 2 . 53. 

Land, sub. lawn Temp. iv. 1 .130; L-*s L. *s L. v. 2 . 310. 
Land-damn, r.t corrupt word in Wint. Tate, iL 1 . 14a- 
Lank, ».f. to shrink. Ant. A Cloo. L 4 . 71. 

Lantern, or Lanthorn, sub. a louvre, a window-turret 
Rom. & Jul. v. 3 . 84. 

Lap, r.t. to wrap up, Macb. i. 2 . 55: Cymb. v. 5 . 361. 
Lapsed, pt.p. surprised. Twelfth Night iii. 3 . 36. 

Lard, rJ. to ornament, Haro. iv. 3 . 38. 

Latch, r.t. to catch, lay hold of, Macb. iv. 3 . 195; Son. 

cxiiL 6; to dose, or, perhaps, to smear over. Mid. 

„ N. Dr. in. 2 . 36. 

Latten, adi. a mixed metal, Merry Wives of W. i 1 .167. 
Laund, sub. lawn, wood opening, 3 Hen. VI. iii. 1 . 2. 
Comp. Land. 

Launder, r.t. to wash, Lov. Comp. 17. 

Lavolt, sub. a kind of waltz, Troil. A Cm. hr. 4 . 86 . 
Leadcng, sub. the power of leading, geaeralship, 1 Hen. 
IV. hr. 3 . 17. 

Leaguer, sub. a camp. All's Well, iiL 6. 37. 

1 1A ML sub. a set of three, from the string or thong for 
leading greyhounds, to which usually three dogs were 
coupled, 1 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 7. 

LEATHER-coAT.sub. a kind of apple, the golden russet- 
inf, 2 Hen. IV. v. 3. 42 - 

Leer, sub. complexion, colour, As You Like It iv. 1 . 69; 

Tit Andr. iv. 2 . 120. 

Lose, r.t. so lose. Sonnets, v. 14. 


Lw^sub. a manor court, Tam. of anew, Ind. H. 89, 

Leg, sub. a bow, Coriol. ii 1 . 7*; Tim. of Ath. i. 2 , 
. * 41 - 

Legerity, sub. lightness, nimblaness, Hen. V. iv. I. 23. 
Loots, sub. a resident ambaeeador. Meat, for Mess. 

UL 1 . 57* Cymb. L 5 . 80. 

Lenten, ad}, sparing, meagre, Ham. fl. 2 . 337; Twelfth 
Night I- 3 . o. 

l . i— r al, odj. uc en tioua, Mudx Ado, hr. 1 . 93; Ham. iv. 
7 .171; Oth. fi. 1 .164. 

Liberty, sub. licentiousness, Ha. of Ath. hr. 1 . as: 
Ham. IL 1 . 3s. 

Lifter, sub. a thief, Trofl. A Cue. L Z rsrj. 

Light o’ love, tub. the name of a tune. Two Gent L Z 
80; Mo di Ado, lit 4 .44. 


• 147 - 


Hen. V. iii. Chorus, 33. 

Lip, r.t. to kiss, Oth. iv. 1 . 72; Ant A Cleo. il. 3 . 30. 

Lipsbury pinfold, to have one in; a difficult expression, 
perhaps to have one between the teeth, K. Lear, u. 2 .9. 

Liquor, r.t. to moisten with oil, 1 Hen. IV. iL 1 . 94. 

List, sub. wish, desire. Oth. iL 1 .104; v.i. to desire, Yen. 
A Adoo. 564; to attend to, Tam. of Shrew, ii. 1 . 357, 

Lither. adl. yielding, flexible, 1 Hen. VI. iv. 7 . 21. 

Litigious, aaj. doubtful,-precarious, Per. iii. 3 . 3. 

Little, in, in miniature, Aj You Like It iiL 2 . X49; 
Ham. ii. 2 . 392. 

Lob, sub. a lubber, a heavy fellow. Mid N. Dr. ii. 1 . it; 
r.t. to hang down, to droop. Hen. V. iv. 2 . 47. 

Lockram, sub. a cheap kind of linen, CorioL ii. 1 . 228. 

Lode-star, sub. the pole-star. Mid. N. Dr. L 1 . 183, 
Lucrece, 179 

Lodged, pt.p. laid flat as com is by wind and rain. Rich. 
II. iii. 3 . 162; Macb. iv. 1 . 55. 

Logoats, sub. a rustic gams, something like bowls. 
Ham. v. 1 . 99. 

Long of. on account ot Mid. N. Dr. iu. 2 . 339; Cymb 
v. 3 . 27a. 

Loop, v.r. to luff, bring does to the wind. Ant. A Cleo. 
iii. 8. 27. 

Loon. sub. a base fellow, Macb. v. 3 . ti. 

Looped, ad}, full of holes, K. Lear, iii 4 . 31. 

Loose, subn he discharge of an arrow, L.’s L. *s L. v. 2 
750; r.t. to let loose, discharge as an arrow. Hen. VIII 
v. 4 . 60. 

Lord’s tokens, sub. plague spots, L.’s L. 's L. v. Z 424 

Lots to blanks, ‘any odds,' Coriol. v 2 10. 

Louied, pt.p . made a fool of. 1 Hen. VI. iv. 3 . 13. 

Love-day, sub. a day for the amicable settlement of 
differences. Tit. Audi*, i. 1 . 491. 

Loves, op all, for the sake of everything lovely, an 
adjuration. Merry Wives of W. ij. 2 . 119. 

Lown, sub. a base fellow, Oth. n. 3 . 96; Per. iv. 6. 19 
[Comp. Loon.] 

Lozei , sub. a worthless fellow, Wint. Tale, H. 3 . 108. 

Luce, sub. a pike, Meiry Wives of W. ». 1 . 17- 

Lumpish, ad}, dull, heavy, Two Gent. iii. 2. 6a. 

Lunes, sob. freaks of madness. Merry Wives of W. iv. 
Z aa [Pol Lines]; Wint. Tale. ii. 2 .10. 

Lurch, v.i. to skulk, Mernr Wives of W. K. 2 . 27; *0 
win with great ease, a phrase used at cards, Coriol. 
M. 2. 106. 

Lure, sub. apparatus used by falconers to recall then 
hawks, Tam. of Shrew, iv. 1 . X95: the whistle or calf 
to allure the hawk. Van, A Ad. 1027; v.L to call, allure 
a hawk, Rom. A Jul. fi. 2 . 159 - 

Lush, ad} luxuriant. Temp- ii- I. 5S- 

Lustio, adi. harts h Dutch for merry or chearfoL All * 
Wed. H. 3 . 47. „ „ 

Luxurious, ad}, lascivious, Much Ado, hr. 1.4s; Hen. V. 

Luxury, sub. hist. Many Wives of W. v. 5 . xoo; Trod. 

Lym, sub. a bloodhound, ao called because he was held 
by b lym or leash,ILLaar, UL 6 .7a- 

Maculatv, md}. stained. I m p u r e , L-'s L. *1 L. I. 2 . eg. 

“lACULATW * * 

*V. 4. 64. 


*>. as alembte,' Macb. 1 7 . 67; Son. ods. a. Maculation, satTsulo, the spot of gads* Trofl. A Cm 
udr. bob teumb, Oak I 4 r _ J ' ' 




in a horse, Vcn. ft Ad. 598. 

Mandragora, sub. mandrake, Oth. iii. 3 . 331; Ant. ft 
Cleo. L 5 . 4. 

Mandrake, sub. the plant Atropa Mandragora, the root 
of which was supposed to bear human shape, and to 
shriek when pulled out of the ground.causing madness 
or death to the bearer, 2 Hen. IV. i. 2 . x6; 2 Hen. VL 
iii. 2 . 310: Rom. A Jul. iv. 3 . 48. 

Mankind, adj. masculine, applied to a woman, Wmt 
Tale, ii. 3 . 67; Coriol. iv. 1 16. 

Manned, pt.p. furnished with a servant, 2 Hen. IV. L 

Mane^ rose taken with the, to.be caught to the an, 
L.’s L.’iL-l 1 .302; Wint. Talc, iv. 3.77511 Hen. IV. 

Man-wellex, mb. a murderer, 2 Hen. IV. ii. I. DO. 

Manure, ».(. to cultivate, Oth. i. 3 . asp. _ 

Mattery, mb. the study of maps, theory unopposed to 
real practice in warfare, Troll. ft Crea. i. 3 . »s. _ 

Marbled, afl- like marble, everlasting. Tim. of Ath. tv. 

Marchtanb, mb. confectionery made of a Piste of 
pounded .lmonda formed into cake*, Rom. « Jul. l 


Mare; mb. the nightmare. 2 Hen. IV. B. 1.86; Ho ride 
the wild mete'— to play at .ee-iaw, 2 Hen. IV. u. 4. 
a68 

Mark, mb. God Men or save the mark - uving your 
favour, 1 Hen. TV. i. 3. j6; Oth. 1.1. 33. 

Martial, ad/, like Mart, Cymb. Iv. 2 .310._ 

Martlimas, mb. nth of November, supposed to be a 
time of fur weather, applied to a hale old man, 2 Hen. 
IV. ii. 2. xxa. 

MARy-RUDt, mb. Bowen of the marigold, Cymb.il. 3. ad. 
Mashed, pt.p. mined or beaten into 1 confuted met* 

Mate, to confound, to 

Ven. Ik Ad. pop; 2 Hen. vTiii. 1. *6j; to cope with, 

to much, Hon. VHI. iii. 2. *75- „ , .... 

Mahore, pnp. in spile of. Twelfth Night, & i- t*J« 

UMnoT**.'a'hauicet. Lor. Coop. 36. 


[15611, Merry Wivei of W. i. 1 .160. 

Millstones, to weet [proverbial], not to weep at all. 
Rich. IH. i. 3 . 353; i-A R 4 P-. , . 

Mind, tub. ‘put m mind of •=* informed, Oth. H. 3 .138. 
Mine, v.f. to undermine, to sap. As You Like It, 1. 1 . ax; 
Ham. ill. 4 . 148. 

Mineral, sub. a mine. Ham. iv. I. aft; a poisonous drug, 
Oth. i. 2 . 74; Cymb. v. 5 . so. 

Minikin, adj- small, pretty, K. LMf.UL ft .4 ft. 

Minimus, sub. anything very small .Mid. N.Dr. ui. 2 .320. 
Minute-jacks, sub. time-servers, Tim. of Ath. 111. o. i«. 
Mire, v.l. to sink as in the mud, Tim. of Ath. iv. 3 . 148. 
Miser, sub. a miserable wretch, 1 Hen. VL v. 4 . 7. 
Misprised, ad], mistaken, Mid. N. Dr. in. 2 . 74. 
Misprision, sub. contempt, mi s t a k e; Much Ado, iv. 1 . 

Missjorfr. misconduct, Ven. ft Adon. S 3 * 

Musingly, air. with regret, WnL Tale, iv- l- 34 - 
Missive, tub. a messenger, Macs. i. 5 .7, Ant. ft ueo. u. 

Mnrr, ex to throw e milt upon anything, K. Lew, v. J. 

Mistress, mb. the jack U the game of bowls, Trofl. 

MobST pt.p laving the head closely wrapped np, 

MooEREifiidl. tnte, commonplace, Meet). Iv. 3 .170; Oth. 

MoiiwAET. mb. a mote, 1 Hen.IV. ffl. 1.148. 

Mome, sub. a blo ckhe ad, Com. of Err. iii* 1 . 3** 
Moment any, adj. momentary, instantan eous. Mid. N. 

Monaecho! + « 6 . name of e c razy I talian, lirinjta 
London about 1580. who professed to be monarch 

of the world. L.‘s L. ‘s L. W. 1 . »». _ 

Montant, mb. a fencing term, tn upward thrust. Many 
Wives of W. ii. 3 . I Comp. Mountanto applied to 

Benedick in ‘Much Ado a bout N othiiy^L^^ 0 ^ 
Monumental, ad/. ancestral, memorial, A s W ett, iv. 3 * 
ao; TtoB. ft Cres. iii. 3 . IS 3 - __ . , ... ___ 
Mooo, au6. fit of pas si on, Two Gant, hr. I. Jt. 
ft JuL ifi. 1. IJ, 
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7 /Ioonhh, adj. unconstant. As You Like It, iii. 2 . 436. 
Mop, sub. a grimace. Temp. iv. 1 . 47. 

Mopping, pr.p. making grimaces, K.. Lear. iv. 1 . 62. 
Monaco, sub. a Morns-dancer, 2 Hen. VI. iii. 1 . 365. 
Morris-pike, sub. a Moorish pike. Com. of Err. iv. 3 . 
27. 

Mort, sub. a set of notes sounded at the death of the 
deer, Wint. Tale, i. 2 . 119. 

Mortal, adj. deadly, causing death. Com. of Err. L 1 .11; 
2 Hen. VI. iii. 2 . 263; Lucrece, 364; perhaps « abound¬ 
ing, excessive; according to some, human. As You 
Like It, ii. 4 . 55. 

Mother, sub. the disease hysterica passio, K. Lear, ii. 
4 . 56. 

Motion, sub. a puppet-show, Wint. Tale, iv. 2 . 104; Lu¬ 
crece, 1326; a puppet, Meas. for Meas. iii. 2 . 121. 
Motive, sub. a mover, author, Tim. of Ath. v. 4 . 27; 
Oth. iv. 2 . 42. 

Motley, adj. the particoloured dress of a fool. As You 
Like It, ii. 7 .13; sub. a fool. As You Like It, iii. 3 .84; 
Sonnets, cx. 2. 

Mould, sub. ‘men of mould* — earth-born men. Hen. V, 
iii. 2. 24. 

Moulten, adj. without feathers, 1 Hen. IV. iii. 1 . 151. 
Mountant, adj. lifted up, Tim. of Ath. iv. 3 . 136. 
Mouse, sub. a term of endearment. Twelfth Night, i. 5 . 
68; L.*s L.’s L. v. 2 . 19. 

Mouse, v.t. to tear in pieces, K. John, ii. I. 354. 

Mow, sub. a grimace. Temp. iv. 1 . 47. 

Moy, sub. imaginary name of a corn, evolved from a 
misunderstanding of French moy. Hen. V. iv. 4 . 14. 
Mulled, adj. insipid, Hat, Coriol. iv. 5 . 240. 

Mural [O. Ed. Moral], sub. perhaps wall. Mid. N. Dr. 
v. 1. 210 (? read ‘wall’). 

Murdering-piece, sub. a cannon loaded with chain shot. 
Ham. iv. 5 . 95. 

Mure, sub. a wall, 2 Hen. IV. iv. 4 . 119. 

Murrion, adj. infected with the murrain. Mid. N. Dr. 

ii. *. 97. 

Muscadel. sub. a sweet wine, Tam. of Shrew, iii. 2 . 175. 
Muslt, sub. a gap in a hedge or thicket through which 
a hare is accustomed to pass, Ven. ft Adon. 683. 
Must, sub. a scramble. Ant. ft Cleo. iii. 11 . 91. 

Muitne, v.i. to mutiny, to rebel. Ham. iii. 4 . 83. 
Mutines, sub. mutineers, K. John, ii. I. 378; Ham. v. 
2 . 6 . 


Nayward, to the, in the negative direction, towards 
denial or disbelief, Wint. Tale. it. 1 . 63. 

Nayword, sub. a byword. Twelfth Night, ii. 3 . 147; a 
watchword, word of intelligence. Merry Wives of W. 
iL 2. 132; v. 2. K. 

Neap, sud. a fist. Mid. N. Dr. iv. I. -o. Comp. New. 
Near, nearer, Macb. ii. 3 . 147; Rich. IL iii. 2 . 64: 


Necessihed, pt.p. so poor as to urgently need. All’s 
Well, v. 3 . 85. 

Needful, adj. wanting supplies, 3 Hen. VI. ii. 1 .147. 
Nbedly adj . absolutely, Rom. ft Jul. iii. 2 . 117. 

Nbeld, sub. needle. Per. Prol. iv. 23; Mid. N. Dr. ii. 
2. 204. 

Neeze, vJ. to sneeze. Mid. N. Dr. H. 1 . 56. 

New, sub. a fist, 2 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 199. 

Nephew, sub. grandchild, Oth. L 1 . 112. 

Nether-stocki, sub. stockings, 1 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 132. 
Nice, adj. scrupulous. Two Gent, of Ver. iii. 1 . 82; Mer. 


of Ven. H. 1 . xa; trivial, Rom. ft Jul. iii. I. 160; Jul. 
Iv. 3 . 8; 'makes nice of no vile hold* —is not 


Cm. 1 


prudish with respect of ftc., K. John, iii. 4 . 138. 
Njcenmr, Nicety, sub. coyness, Meas. for Meas. ii. 4 . 
163; Cymb. iii 4 .158. 

Nicholas* clerks, St., highwaymen, 1 Hen. IV. ii. 1 .67. 
St. Nicholas was also patron of scholars, Tv.c Gent, 
of Ver. ii; I. 393. 


Niece, sub. granddaughter, Rich. HI. Iv. 1 . j. 
Night-crow, sub. the night-heron, Ardea nyctlcorax , 
or according to some, the owl; according to others, 
the night-jar, 3 Hen. VI. v. 6. 45. 

Nightbd, adj. dark, K. Lear, iv. 5 . 13. 

Night-rule, sub. revelry, nightly diversion. Mid. N. Dr. 

iii. 2. <t. 

Nill, wul not, Tam. of Shrew, ii. 1 . 265; Ham. v. 1 . 18. 
Nine-fold, sub. explained 'nine foals’, or ‘nine fami¬ 
liars', K. Lear, iii. 4 . 124. 

Nine men’s morris, a sort of game played with stones 
on figures cut in the green turf, Mid. N. Dr. ii. I. 98. 
‘Morris’ is a corruption of merrils [Fr. merelles]. 
* LeJeu des merelles , the boyish game called merills, 
or five-penny morns, played here most commonly 
with stones, but in France with pawns,... and termed 
merelles — Cotgrave, Fr. Die. 

Ninny, sub. a fool, T emp. iii. 2 . 73. 

Nod, give you the, a term in the game of cards called 
‘Noddy’. Troil. & Cres. i. 2 . 209. 

Noddy, sub. a simpleton. Two Gent, of Ver. i. 1 . 120. 
Noise, sub. music. Temp. iii. 2 . 147; a company of musi¬ 
cians, 2 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 13. 

Nook-shotten. adj. running out into numerous angles 
or corners, shooting out into capes and necks of land. 
Hen. V. iii. 5 . 14. Comp. Cymb. iii. 4 . 140, lai. 

Note, sub. stigma, mark of reproach. Rich. II. 1. 1 . 43. 
Noted, pt.p. marked with a stigma, disgraced, Jul. Cast. 

iv. 3 . 2. 

Nousie, v./. to nourish delicately, Per. i 4 . 22. 

Novum, sub. a game of dice, L.’s L*.s L. v. 2 . S 4 S- 
Nowl, sub. the head. Mid. N. Dr. iii. 2 . 17. 

Numbered, part. adj. having full numbers, richly stored 
with, Cymb. i. 6. 36. 

Nuthook, sub. a catchpole. Merry Wives of W. i. 1 . 173; 
2 Hen. IV. v. 4 . 8. 

Nuzzunq, pr.p. pushing with the nose, nosing, Ven. ft 
Adon. ins. 

O, sub. anything round. Mid. N. Dr. iii. 2 . 188; Ant. 

& Cleo. v. 2 . 81; perhaps pit. Hen. V. Chor. 13. 
Obsequious, adj. connected with obsequies, funereal. 
Tit. Andr. v. 3 . 152; Ham. i. 2 . 92. 

Obsequiously, adv. as becomes a funeral, Rich. HI. i. 

2 . 3. 

Obstruct, sub. an obstacle. Ant. & Cleo. iii. 6. 61. 
Occulted, adJ. hidden. Ham. iii. “* 8s. 

Odd-even, sub. perhaps the interval between twelve at 
night and one in the meaning. Oth. i. 1 . 124. 
(Lilliades, sub. amorous glances. Merry Wives of W. 

1. 3 . 66; K. Lear, iv. 5 . 25. 

O’er-crow, v.t. to overcome. Ham. v. 2 . 367. 
O’ergrown, pt.p. having long locks, Cymb. iv. 4 . 33- 
O’erlooked, pt.p. bewitched, Mer. of Ven. iii. 2 . i 51 
Merry Wives of W. v. 5 . 89. 

O’er-parted, pt.p. having too difficult a part assigned 
to one, L.’s L. s L. v. 2 . 585. 

O’l-a-RAUGHT, pt.t. overtook. Ham. iii. 1 .17 \pt.p. swin¬ 
dled, Com. of Err. i. 2 . 96. 

0 *ER-nzED t pt.p. smeared over as with size. Ham. ii. 2 . 

493. 

Opp-cap, v.t. to take the cap off, Oth. i. I. 10. 

Oppiced, pt.p. holding a certain position, Wint. Tale, L 

2 . 17a; having a certain function, Oth. i. 3 . 272- 
Offices, sub. servants’ apartments in a great house. 

Rich. H. 1 . 2 . 60; Macb. ii. 1 . 14. 

Old, sub. wold, K. Lear, iii. 4 . 123. 

Old, adj. abundant, nlentiful, great, Merry Wives of W. 
iv. 2 .22; Troil. ft Ores. i. 2 .126; Rom. ft Jul. iii. 3 . 93 ; 
Macb. H. 3 . a. 

On, prep, of, Mer. of Ven. iL 6. 67; Wint. Tale, it 2 .31; 

Macb. v. I. 74; Ham. iii. I. 180. 

Oneyers, sub. unexplained, 1 Hen. IV. U. I. 85. 

Open, >J. to give tongue, to bark on the scent. Merry 
Wives of W. iv, 2 . 213. 

Operant, adj. active, Tim. of Ath. iv. 3 . 25; Ham. UL 2 . 
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Or, adv. before, Cymb. ii. 4 . 14. 

Orgulous, adf. proud [Fr. orguellleux], Troil. ft Cres. 

i. Frol. 2. 

Ort, sub. leaving, refuse, Troil. ft Cres. v. 2 . 155; Jul. 

Css. iv. 1 . 37 ; Lucrece, 085. 

Ought, v.t. owed, 1 Hen. IV. 111. 3 . 151. 

Ouphs, sub. goblins, Merry Wives of W. iv. 3 . 5 1; v. 5 .63, 
Outface, v.t. to put out of countenance, Mer. of Ven. 
iv. 2. 17. 

Out-peer, v.t. surpass, Cymb. iii. 6. 86. 

Out-vied, pt.p. beaten by a higher card, Tam. of Shrew, 

ii. 1 . 379 - 

Overbuy, v.t. to pay too much for, Cymb. 1. I. 146. 
Over-scutched, part. adj. worn out, 2 Hen. IV. iii. 2 .344. 
Overseen, pt.p. bewitched, Lucrcce, 1206. 


Passy-measure, sub. a corruption of the Italian passa- 
mezzo, a slow and stately dance. Twelfth Night, v. 1 . 
208. 

Patch, sub. a fool, Temp. iii. 2 . 73; Macb. v. 3 . xk. 
Patchery, sub. roguery, Troil. ft Cres. ii. 3 . 78; Tim. of 
Ath. v. 1 . 101. 

Path, v.l. to walk, Jul. Caes. ii. 1 . 83. 

Patines, sub. metal plates, Mer. of Ven. v. 1 . 59. 
Paunch, v.t. rip up. Temp. iii. 2 . 101. 

Pavin, sub. a stately dance, Twelfth Night, v. 1 . 209. 
Pax, sub. a small piece of metal offered to be kissed; 
but Pistol probably meant ‘ pix ’, a box which held the 
Host, Hen. V. iii. 6. 42. 

Peach, v.t. to accuse, turn king’s evidence, 1 Hen. IV. ii. 
2. 50. 


Ovbrshot, pt.p. put to shame, L.’s L.’s L. i. 1 .141 ; Hen. Peaches, v.t. betrays, Meas. for Meas. iv. 3 . 12. 

tf '!! "T .ma.'WV.Kn. » V. ,U. ..Anra t mnf TJc a v «i a in larAiii thin XXonV. i 2 ‘ ten mnn. 


Peak, v.i. to grow thin, Macb. i. 3 . 23; to mope. Ham. ii. 
2. 602. 

Peaking, ad], sneaking, Merry Wives of W*. iii. 5 . 73. 
Pearl, sub. a cataract in the eye, Two Gent, of Ver. v. 
2. 13 [quibbling]. 

Pearl, sub. ‘kingdom’s pearl’ «= fine youth, or perhaps 
choice nobility of the country, Macb. v. 7 . 85. 

Peat, sub. a pet, a darling, Tam. of Shrew, i. 1 . 78. 
Peculiar, ad], preserved, guarded, Meas. for Meas. i. 2 . 
96 - 

Pedant, sub. a schoolmaster, L.’s L.'s L. iii. 1 .187; Tam. 
of Shrew, iii. 1 . 88. 

Peeled, part. adj. shaven, l_Hen. VI. i. 3 . 30. 


V. iii. 7 . 139. Perhaps, quibbling with the sense, tipsy. 

Overture, sub. disclosure, Wint. Tale, ii. 1.171; K. Lear, 

iii. 7 . 89; declaration. Twelfth Night, i. 5 . 226. 

Owches, sub. ornaments, 2 Hen. Iv. ii. 4 . 52. 

Owe, v.t. to own, to possess. Temp. i. 2 . 4*^41 Rich. II. 

iv. 1. 185. 

Om. tnt. ‘hear ye!’ the public crier’s word [Fr. oyez ], 

Merry Wives of W. v. 5 . 47; Troil. & Cres. iv. 5 . 14*. 

Pack, v.t. to plot, to shuffle cards unfairly. Tit. Andr. 
iv. 2 . 157; Ant. ft Cleo. iv. 12 . 19; tub. a confederacy, 

Merry Wives of W. iv. 2 . 126. 

Packing, sub. plotting, K. Lear, iii. 1 . 26. - -- r ---- -. ----- ... 

Paddock, sub. a toad. Ham. iii 4 . 190; a familiar spirit Peer, v.l to appear, Wint. Tale, iv. 3 . 3; Ven. & Adon. 

P aid* pt .p^perhaps druoijcymb. v. 4 . 165. Peevish, ad], silly, foolish. Twelfth Night, i. 5 .321Rich. 

Painful, ad], laborious. Temp. iii. 1 - 1; Sonnets, xxv. 9. HI. iv. 2 . 96. 

Painted cixjth, cloth or canvas hangings, painted with Peg, v.t. to wedge. Temp. 1. 2 . 295. 
figures and sentences. As You Like It, ui. 2 . 291; Trod. Pegs, sub. the pins of an instrument, Oth. u. 1 . 203. ... 

ft Cres. v. 10 . 46. Pel®, v.t. to make heavy and so retard, Mer. of Ven. iu. 

Pajock, sub. some’term of contempt, explained ‘pea- 2 . 22; to poise, balance, K. John, u. I. 575 

cock’, which is doubtful. Ham. iii. 2 . 300. ‘Some in ‘peise down - to weigh down, Rich. III. v. 3 . 106. 

Leinster and Ulster are . . . grown to be as very patch- Pelt. v.l. to chafe with anger, Lucrece 1418. 

cockes as the wild Irish’ (Spenser. ‘A View of the Pelting, adj. paltry. Mid. N. Dr. u. 1 . 9*. Lear, u. 

State of Ireland’. Grosart, vol. ix, p. 104, ed. 1882). 3 . 18. .. T ... a aa 

Palabras, sub. words [Span.], Much Ado, iii. 5 . x8; Pendulous, adj. impending, K. Lear, 111. 4 . 66■ . 

* paucaspallabris' (Sly) — pocas palabras [Span.], few Penetrative, a#. affecting the heart. Ant. ft Cleo. iv. 

P»LTO d i/”Si^ f U)v re Comp“ 19!.' Pensionfr. :ub. gentleman pensioner gentlemen in the 

P™V^o P ^po«'neTup,Maeb. 1 . 5 . 5*. 8 ™—I Wive* of W. 

Palliament sub a robe Tit. Andr. i. 1 . 182. ii. 2 . 81, Mid. N. Dr. il 1 .10. 

Palmy adl Victorious. Ham i 1 T13. Pensiyed, adj. pensive, Lov. Comp. 219. 

P^^N.^ ^old fooU taken 3 from the Italian 
comedy. As You Like It, ii 7 .158; Tam. of Shrew, in. bmi&ng, Much Ado, in. 3 . 109, fig . the eyelid, Maco. 

PA-mjBt, tub. • servant in charge of the pantry, Wint. PBRDU.’lk a aoldier seat on a forlorn hope, K. Lear, iv. 

Tale, iv. 3 . 56. 35- 

'Paritor, sub. apparitor, an officer in the bishop’s court, Perfect.j 
ju.’s L.’s L. iii. 1 . 196. 


nurgcr.pr.p. fully satisfied, Macb. Ui. 4 . at; «ff. certain, 
Wint. Tale, ui. 3 . i; Cymb. iii. 1 . 73 - 

F^nLoin, ’< 3 . Ttjiiar corruption ofjpenlou, - mis- ^Su^j'rSrf’up. a^cdVem Vin. ii. 3 . at. 
P/S£S£ to, IV. i.' 3 ." 58." . „ » *■**,«*■!**,*«. 


Parmaceti, sub. spermaceti, 1 --- , 0 

Part, v.t. to quit, to leave. Rich. II. iii. 1.3 ij Pe*- v - 3 - 38. 
Parted, pt.p. gifted, Troil. ft Cres. ui. 3 . 96. 

Partial, aaj. ‘a partial slander’= the reproach of par¬ 
tiality, Rich. II. L 3 .241. . . . . 

a*ARTi-coATED, adj. having a coat of various colours, L. s 

Part-let, sub. •a? mm for the hen in Reynard the Fax. 
so called from her ruff, Wint. Tale, ii. 3 . 75 , 1 Hen. IV. 
Ui. 3 . 6o. 


Perpend! v!i. to reflect, a)raider, Merry Wivea of W. U. 

PEUPEcnvELY, adr. as through a perspective, Hen. V. 
V. 2 . 347 - 


PKKJTAUNr-UU, 
V.L * 7 - 


Pf?’ Wint. Trie, 1 . 2 . tag: v.i. to beat, ^ 2 . * 7 ^ „ ch4rgK j powder to Wow up 

p-2; o . U i.to 0 d™TLi;, 7 i.T3.^2 h®. vl uULMj ft cm.- u. 3 . ,40. 

M. Properly. p* feet. Wint. Tale. iv. 

2 .180; to pass sentence on, Meas. for Meas. ii. I. X 9 » p v 1 Hi 4 53. 

«6. 'pen Spate’*• & ^^V^ compa^ion, rSl m. iv.4. 58- 

wsado, sub. a term in fencing, L. • L. s L i. 2. i 85 . l» jianxa3IMB? su f >i a fantastical person, L. s L. a L. it. !• 


Passado, 

Rom. ft Jul. ii- 4 . 27. 

Paku, tub. proceedings. Meat. 


r Meat. v. 1 . 371. 


Phantasime, 
10a; v. 1. an* 



GLOSSARY 


1156 


Phantasma, sub. a vision, Jul. Cm. ii. 1 . 65. 

Philip and Jacob, first of May, festival of St. Philip 
and St. James, Meas. for Meas. iii. 2 . ai8. 
Phraseless, adj. indescribable, Lov. Comp. 225. 

Physic, v.t. to heal, to keep m health, Macb. i, 3 . 55: 
Cymb. iii. 2 . 34. 

Physical, adj. wholesome, Coriol. L 5 .18; Jul. Cibs. iL 
1. 261. 

Pia mater, the membrane that covers the brain, the 
brain itself L.’s L'sL iv. 2 . 71; Twelfth Night, i. 5. 
122. 

Pick [ 0 . Ed. Peck], rj. to pitch, Coriol. L 1 . 206; Hen. 
vni. v. 4 .96, 

Picked, adj. refined, punctilious, L.*t L’i L v. i. 24; 

K. John i. 1 . 193; Ham. v. 1 . 150. 

Pick-thanks, sub. officious fellows, 1 Hen. IV. iii. 2 . 25. 
Piece, sub. excellent person. Temp. L 2 56; Per. iv. 6. 
122; a vessel of wine, Troil. & Cres. iv. 1 . 62; a coin, 
Coriol. iii. 3 . 32; a work of art, a statue, Wint. Tale, 
v. 2. 107. 

Pkjht, pt.p. pitched, ready, Trofl. ft Cres. v. 10 . 24; 
K. Lear, iL 1 . 67. 

Pilcher, sub. a scabbard, Rom. ft Jul. iii. 1 . 86. 

Pill, v.t. to plunder, Rida. II. ii. 1 . 247; Tim. of Ath. 

iv. 1. 12. 

Pin, sub. bull's-eye, centre of a target, L.’s L.*s L. iv. 1 . 
140; Rom. & Jul. ii 4 . 15; ‘a pin!* m contempt, in 
answer to an excuse or evasion. Merry Wives of w. L 
1 .118; Troil. ft Cres. v. 2 . 21. 

Pin and web, a disease of the eye, Wint. Tale, L 2 . 291; 
comp. K. Lear, iii. 4 . 120. 

Pin-buttock, sub. narrow buttock. All's Well, ii. 2 . 19. 
Pinpold, sub. the pound. Two Gent, of Ver. L I. 114; 
K. Lear, ii. 2 . 9. 

Pinked, part. adj. pierced with BzruUl hold, Hen. Vm. 

v. 4 . 51. 

Pink syne, email, or perhaps winking, half-shut eyes. 
Ant. ft Qeo. ii. 7 .121. 

Pioned, pt.p. > doubtful word, ‘covered with marsh mari¬ 
gold’, or *dug‘. Temp. iv. 1 . 64. 

Pin, ju 6. a spot on cards, Tam. of Shrew, L 2 . 33; ‘a pip 
out* * intoxicated, with reference to a game called 
‘one-snd-thirty*, Tam. of Shrew, L 2 . 33. 

Pm-wiNB, mb. wine from the butt, playing on the other 
meaning of pipe. Many Wives of W. iii. 2 . 04. 

Pttch, mb. the height which a falcon soars. Rich. Q. L 
1 . tog; 2 Hen. VL ii. 1 . 6. 

Placket, mb. opening in 1 petticoat, or a petticoat, 
Wint. Tale, iv. 4 . 62a: X. Lear, iii. 4 . 07. 

Plain, ad). mere, nothing else but. Temp, v, I. 266; 

K. John, iL 1 .462; tJ. to complain, K. Lear, iii. 1 . 39. 
PU8H0NQ. mb. the plain melody without variations, 
Hon. vi lli. 2 . 71 Hen. VHL L 3 . 4S - 
Platts, mb. folds, Lucreoe, 03. 

Plamcbed, made of pUnics, Meas. forMeos.lv. 1 . 3 *. 

Plant, mb. the solo of the foot. Ant A Cleo. iL 7 . a. 
Plant Ado, tub. plants, vopotatioa, Trofl. A Cres. iii. 2 . 
184. 

Plash, tub. a pool. Tam. of Shrew, L 1 .23. 

Plats, tub. a piece of money. Ant ft Clan. v. 2 .92. 
Plattouo, mb. plain, schemes, I Hen. VL li. 1 . 77. 
Plaooky, mb. willingly, or by acclamation, Lucrece, 

PiAiaaw, as#, pleasing, All’s Well, L X J3; Hem. i. 4 .30. 
PUaobd, iH- foldeft interwoven. Much Ado, iii. 1 . 7; 
Ant ft Oeo. iv. 12 . ,73. 

Puskiid, pt.p. folded; intricate, K. Leer, L 1 . 283. 
Ptuu OP, tj. prank up, to make to triumph. Out L 3 . 
399 - 

Puwny, mb. superabundance, Ham. hr. 7 . in. 

Ponvr. sub. a signal given by blast of trumpet 2 Hen. IV. 
Iv. 1. n; CorioL Tv. 6.126. 

Point, at, on the point CorioL iiL 1 .193; K. Lear, ill. 
I.33. 

Pawn at a, fblly prepared, Mach. hr. 3.ijr. Ham. L 2.200. 
PatNT-orvna, ajtaflhctadlr njce, finical, L-'a L.'a JU 


v. 1 . ai; mb. Twelfth Night 9. 5 .178. 


Pom, ttA. tegs of lacee, Tam. of Shrew, flL 2 . go; 

PoKJNQ-encKi, 'it irons for setting out rufih, Wint. 
Tale, iv. 3. 228. 

Polack, sub. a native of Poland, Ham. IL Z 63. 

Pole, sub. standard. Ant. ft Cleo. iv. 13. 65. 

Polled, pt.p. laid bare, Coriol. iv. 5. 2x6. 

Pomander, sub. a ball of perfumes, Wint. Tale, iv. 3.61 r. 
Pomqarnet, sub. pomegranate, name of a room in a 
tavern, 1 Hen. IV. ii. 4. 42. 

Pome-water, sub. a large kind of apple, L.*s L.’s L. iv. 

Poop, v.t. to strike fatally, Per. iv. 2. 25. 

Poor-John, sub. salted and dried bake. Temp. ii. 2 . 28. 
Poperin, sub. a sort of pear from Poperinghe, a town in 
French Flanders, Rom. ft Jul. ii. 1. 38. 

Popinjay, sub. a parrot, 1 Hen. IV. L 3. 50. 

Popish, adj. bigoted, TiL Andr. v. 1. 76. 

Popular, adj. vulgar. Hen. V. iv. 1.38; Coriol H. 1 . 233. 
Popularity, sub. vulgarity, I Hen. IV. iii. 2. 69. 

Pori no, pr.p. 'poring dark*— darkness which makes 
one strain his eyes. Hen. V. Iv. Chor. 2. 

Portenttne, sub. the porcupine, 2 Hen. VI. iii. 1. 363; 
Ham. i. 5. ao. 

Portage, sub. port-hole. Hen. V. iii. 1. 10; port-dues. 
Per. iii. 1. 35. 

Posy, sub. motto, Mer. of Ven. v. 1.151; Ham. iii. 2 .164. 
Pot, to the, to sure destruction, Coriol. L 4 . 47. 
Potato, sub. regarded as an exciting dish. Merry Wives 
of W. v. 5. 21; Troil. ft Cres. v. 2. 54. 

Potch, v./. to thrust, Coriol. 1 10. 15. 

Pother, sub. turmoil CorioL iL 1.237; K. Lear, iii. 2 . 50. 
Pottle-pot, sub. a tankard containing two quarts, 2 Hen. 
IV. ii. 2. 86. 

Poulter, sub. a poulterer, 1 Hen. IV. ii. 4. 487. 
Pouncet-box, sub. a perfume box with perforated lid 
(comp. Fr. polnpottnerl 1 Hen. IV. L 3. 38. 

Powder, vJ. to salt, 1 Hen. IV. v. 4. xia; Meas. for 
Meas. iii. 2. 64. 

Powderino-tub, sub. a salting tub, referring to a 
favourite medical treatment of the time. Hen. V. ii. 
1.7*. 

PhACno, mb. treachery, artifice. Meet for Meat. v. 1. 
108; Hen. V. iL 2. oo. 

Practuants, tub. performer! of a atralagem. 1 Ben. VL 
iiL 2. 20. 

Pkacthb, t.t. to plot A* Yon Like It, L 1 . ij8. 

Pkaise, v.i. to appraise, value. Twelfth Night L S. 213; 

Oth. v. 1 .66. v . _ 

PuciDeNr, tub. rough draft, K. John,». 2 .3; Rich. EH. 

iii. 6. 7. 

Pucotial, ai. |. instructive. Much Ado, V. 1 .14. 
Pkwnancv, tub. ready wit 2 Hen. IV, L 2 .194. 
Pregnant, adj. ready, clever, ingenious. Ham. it 2.216; 

iii- 2. 66; very probable, Wint Talc, V. 2 . 34. 
Presence, a6. the preeence chamber, Rich. IL L 3 . 269. 
Prest, tuu. reedy, Mer. of Ven. i. I. i6t. 

ParSTot John, tub. e fabulous eastern monarch. Much 
Ado, it 1. 278. 

Pretence, tub. design, Coriol. L 2. 20. 

Pretend, t.t. to aaaen, 3 Hen. VL iv. 7. 57. 

Puck, tub. point of a dial, Lucrece, 781; the bullVeye 
in a target U’e L. '• L. iv. I.13ft ..... . 
Pricket, tub. a buck of the second jeer, L. a L’i L. iv. 
2. as. 

PaiCKUONO, mb. mneic written down, fat opporitioc to 
plain-tong, Rom. ft Jul. it 4. as. 

Pug, mb. a tUef Wint Tala, tv. 2. log. 

Primal, ad), first Ham. iiL 3.37. 

Puna, ai). the spring, Lvo. ice. 3321 Bonnets, writ 7 - 
Pkimsko, an6. t game at cardtHen. VHL v. 1.7; Many 
Whm of W. PTl tog. 

Pumy, ai). early, or para ap e floarWihn, Ham. L 3.7. 
PanuciPAij, mb. tha corner beams of a boost, Per fit 
2.16. 

Punodk, mb. a pert, aeucy Mo#, Rom. ft Ju^ IS- fig- 

rum, mb. 1 ‘ 
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Prize, sub. valoe, es tim a t io n , Cymb. ifl. 6, 76; Ant Questionable, adj. inviting convene. Ham. L 4 .43. 


Probal, ad), satisfactory, reasonable, Oth. ii. 3 . 347. 
Probation, sub. proof, Cymb. v. 5 . 363; trial, Meas. f 
Mcas. v. 1 . 157; Twelfth Night, ii. 5 . 144. 

PHOorroa, sub. a traitor, 1 Hen. VI. L 3 . 31. 

Profacb, InterJ. much good may it do you!—an ex¬ 
pression addressed to guests by their hosts, 2 Hen. IV. 
v. 3 . 28. 

Prouxious, adj. tedious, causing delay, Meas. for Meat, 
ii. 4 . 163. 

Propend, vJ. to incline, Troil. & Cres ii. 2 . 190. 
Propension, sub. inclination, Troil. A Cres, ii. 2 . 133. 
Proper, adj- handsome, Oth. iv. 3 . 35: Ant. & Cleo. Hi 

3 . 38; peculiar to one’s self, Mcas. for Meas. i. 1 . 30; 
own, Meas. for Meas. i. 2 . 138; ‘proper-false’, hand¬ 
some, but deceitful. Twelfth Night, ii. 2 . 30. 

Propertied, pt.p. endued with qualities, Ant. & Cleo. v. 
2. 83. 

Properties, sub. sUge requisites. Merry Wives of W. iv. 

4 . 80; Mid. N. Dr. i 2 . 109. 


Qi/estrist, sub. searcher, K. Lear, iiL 7 . 17. 
Quests, sub . inquiries, Meas. for Meat. iv. 1 . 63. 


& Cleo. v. 2 . 182. 

Prized, pt.p. estimated. Much Ado, iii. I. 90. __,__ ______ 

Probal, ad), satisfactory, reasonable, Oth. ii. 3 . 347. Quick, adj. alive, Merry Wives of W. iii. 4 . 90; fresh, 

" . " * “ t "‘ A_! “* w % for Tempriu. 2 . 77; pregnant, L.’s L.’s L. v. 2 . 680. 

Quiddity, sub. subtlety, 1 Hen. IV. i. 2 . 51; Ham. v. 1 . 
105. 

Quietus, sub. settlement of an account. Ham. iii. 1 . 75. 


Quill, in the, in a body, 2 Hen. VI. L 3 . 4. 

Quillets, sub. cavilling, chicanery, I Hen. VI. ii. 4 . 17; 
Tim. of Ath. iv. 3 . 156. 

Quintain, sub. a post, block, or dummy figure set up 
for tilting at. As You Like It, i. 2 . 268. 

Quip, sub. piece of repartee. Two Gem. of Vcr. iv. 2 . za; 
1 Hen. IV. i. 2 . ex. 

Quirk, sub. a sudden turn, an evasion, Per. iv. 6. 8; 
All’s Well. iii. 2 . 51; a shallow conceit. Much Ado, ii. 
3 . 256; Oth. ii. 1 . 63. 

Quiver, adj. nimble, 2 Hen. F/. iii. 2 . 304. 

Quoif, sub. a cap, Wint. Tale, iv. 3 . 226; 2 Hen. IV. I 

1.147. 

Quorr, v.t. to throw, 2 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 205. 


Property, v./. to make a tool of. Twelfth Night, iv. 2 . Quote, v.t. to note, examine, scrutinize, notice. Troll. 


101; K. John, v. 2 . 79; sub. an instrument for one’s 
designs, a tool. Merry Wives of W. iii. 4 .10; Jul. Gaes. 
iv. 1. 40. 

Propose. v.t. to speak, to converse, Much Ado, iii. 1 . 3. 

Propuonation, sub. means of opposition, defence. Trod. 
& Cres. ii. 2 . 136. 

Pugging, adj. thieving, Wint. Tale, iv. 2 . 7. 

Puisny, adj. unskilful. As You Like It, iii. 4 . 44. 

Puke-stocking, adj. puke, dark-coloured, perhaps puce, 

1 Hen. IV. u. 4 . 79. 

Pun, v./. to pound, to beat, Troil. & Cres. ii. 1 . 42. 

PUNTO, sub. Sl stroke'in fencing. Merry Wives of W. ii.3.26. 

Punto revekso, sub. a back-handed stroke in fencing, 
Rom. A Jul. ii. 4 . 28. 

Purl, vM to curl, to run in circles, l.ucrece. 1407. 

Purples, long, the purple orchis. Orchis mascula, Kam. 
iv. 7 . 170. 

Push, sub. an expression of contempt. Much Ado, v. I, 
38; Tim. of Ath. iii. 6. 120. 

Push-pin, sub. a childish game, L.’s L.’s L. iv. 3 . i6q. 

Put on, to instigate, Oth. ii. 3 . 360; K. Lear, i. 4 . 230. 

Put over, to refer. K. John, i. 1 . 62. 

Puttock, sub. a kite, 2 Hen. VI. iii. 2 . 19Z: Cymb. L 1 . 
140. 

Puzzel, sub. a foul drab, 1 Hen. VI. i. 4 . 1 07. 

Pyramidbs, sub. pyramids. Ant. A Cleo. v. 2 . 61, 

Pyramo, sub. a pyramid, 1 Hen. VI. i. 6. 21. 

Quaint, adj. fine, delicate, Temp. L 2 . 377; Mid. N. Dr. 
ii. 1. 99. 

Qualified, adj. excellent, well composed, Cymb. i. 4 . 68. 

Qualify, v.t. to moderate, Meas. for Meas. L 1 . 65; 
Much Ado, v. 4 . 67. 

Quality, sub. profession, Ham. ii. 2 . 461. _ 

Quantity, sub. valoe, Mid. N. Dr. L 1 . 232; Ham. iiL 
2. 46. 

Quarrel fO. Ed. Quarry], sub. cause, Macb. 1 . 2 .14. 

Quarrelous, adj. quarrelsome, Cymb. ui. 4 . 162. 

Quarry, sub. heap of slaughtered game (Fr. curie], 
Macb. W. 3 . 306; Ham. v. * 378- 

Quartered, pt.p. slaughtered, Coriol. i. 1 . s»S-. . 

Quat, sub. a pimple, applied contemptuously to a 
person, Oth. v, 1 . it. . ... .. 

QuATCrt-aurrocx, adj. squat or flat buttock. All s Well, 
ii. 2. 19. „ , , . 

Queasy, adj. disgusted, Ant. A Cleo. tii. 6. 20; ticklish, 
difficultTk. Lear, iL 1 .19; fastidious. Much Ado, u. 1 . 
40a. 

Quell, sub. a murder, Macb. i. 7.7a. . . 

Quern, sub. a haodmfll, Mid. N. Dr- ii* I* 16. 

QuEETANr, aapirant. All's Well, ii. 1 .10. 

Question, sub. conver sa tion. As You Like It, iii. 4 . 371 
V. 4 .168; Mar. of Von. tv. i. 73; >**.» converse, 
Loexeoa, isa. 


& Cres. iv. 5. 232; Tit. Andr. iv. 1. 50. 

Rabato, sub. a kind of ruff. Much Ado, iii. 4. 6. 

Rabbit-sucker, sub. a sucking rabbit, 1 Hen. IV. ii. 4.486. 

Race, sub. a root, Wint. Tale, iv. 2 . 51. 

Rack, v.i. to move above as the clouds do, 3 Hen. VL 
ii. 1. 27; sub. a cloud, a mass of floating clouds. Temp, 
hr. I. 156; Ham. ii. 2 . 514; SonmetK xxxiii. 6. 

Rag, sub. a beggarly person, Tam. of Shrew, iv. 3. xza; 
Tim. of Ath. iv. 3. 272. 

Raged, pt.p. chafed. Rich. II. ii. 1. 70. 

Raging-wood, adj. raving mad, 1 Hen. VI. iv. 7. 35. 

Rakb up, v.r. to bury, to cover up, K. Lear, iv. 6. 282. 

Rampaluan, sub. a term of low abuse, 2 Hen. IV. iL 
1. 67. 

Ramping, prt.p. rampant, I Hen. IV. iii. 1.152; 3 Hen. 
VI. v. 2. 13. 

Ramps, sub. wanton wenches, Cymb. i. 6.134- , „ 

Range, v.t. to dispose in order. Ant. A Cleo. L 1. 34; 
sub. ranks of an army. Ant. A Cleo. iii. II. 5. 

Rank, sub. perhaps pace. As You Like It, L 2. X14. 

Rank, adj . swollen. Yen. A Adon. 71. _ 

Rap, v.t. to transport, Macb. i. 3. 57,142; Cymb. 1.6.51. 

Rapture, sub . violent motion, Coriol. it. 1. 226; Troil. 
A Cres. iii. 2. 138; plundering, robbing, according to 
some violent tossing. Per. ii 1. 167. 

Rascal, sub. a deer too lean to be hunted. As You Like 
It, iii. 3. 60; ad). 1 Hen. VI. iv. 2. 49. 

Ravel, v.t. to unravel. Rich. Q. iv. 1. 228; Ham. iiL 4. 

Ram adj • ravening. All’s Wall, iii. 2.120; v.t. to devour 
greodily, Macb. ii. 4. 28. 

Ravined, pt.p. gorged with prey, Macb. iv. 1. 24- 

Rayed, pt.p. befouled, Tam. of Shrew, iv. 1. 3; afflicted, 
or perhaps defiled, Tam. of Shrew, ui. 2. 55. 

Raze, sub. root, 1 Hen. IV. ii. 1. 27. Comp. Race. 

Razed, part. ad), slashed. Ham. Ui. 2 . 293. 

Razure, sub. erasure, Meas. for Meas. v. 1.13. 

Rebate, v.t. to blunt, Meas. for Meas. L 4. 60. 

Recheat, sub. hunting term, a set of notes sounded to 
call the dogs off from a wrong scent. Much Ado, L 

record, v.r. to sing, Two Gent, of Vcr. v. 4 . 6j vJ. 
Per. iv. Prol. 27. 

Recorder, sub. a kind of flute. Mid. N. Dr. v, 1. X24; 
Ham. iiL 2. 367. _ . _ „ . - , 

Recourse, sub. frequent flowing, Troil. A Cres. v. 3 . 55. 

Recover the wind, to get the windward of the game, 
so as to drive it into a toil. Ham. UI. 2 . 368. 

Reds, sub. advice, counsel. Ham. L 3. 51. 

Red-lattice, sub. the window of an ale-house, need 
adject!vely, Merpr Wives of W. ft. 2. an. 

Reduce, v.r. to bring bade. Rich. IIL v. 4 .49. 

R^Sf/.piping,hfcr.ofVen.fiL 4 . 67 . 
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Rjebky, adj. filthy. Rom. ft Jul. iv. 1 . 83. 

Refelu yj. to refute, Meas. for Meas. v. t. 95. 
Regiment, sub. rule, Ant. ft Cleo. iii. 6. 95. 

Region, sub. the sky, the upper air, Rom. & Jul. ii. 2 . 21; 
Ham. ii. 2 . 517; adj. Ham. ii. 2 . 615 ; Sonnets, xxjdii. 
1 a. 

Rejourn, y.!. to adjourn, Coriol. ii. 1 . 80. 

Remediate, adj. medicinal, K. Lear, iv. 4 . 17. 
Remember, v.t. to remind. Temp. i. 2 . 243 
Remorse, sub. pity, Meas. for Meas. ii. 2 . <4; Merry 
Wives of W. ui. 5 . 10. 

Remorseful, adj. compassionate, Two Gent, of Ver. iv. 
3 . 13. 

Render, v.t. to account, Tim. of Ath. iv. !. 9; v.i. to 
surrender, Macb. v. 7 . 24; Ant. & Cleo. iii. 8 . 4: 
Render, sub. a surrender, Cymb. v. 4 . 17; Sonnets, cxxv. 
12; account, statement, Tim. of Ath. v. 1 . 154; Cymb. 
iv. 4 . ix. 

Renege, v.t. to deny, K. Lear, ii. 2 . 83; Ant. & Cleo. L 
1. 8. 

Rent, v.t. to rend, to tear. Mid. N. Dr. ui. 2 215. 
Renyino, pr.p. denying. Son. Sun. Notes of Mus. iii. 7. 
Repasture, sub. food [Armado’s verses), L.'s L.’s L. iv. 
1. 96. 

Replenished, part. adj. consummate, Wint. Tale, ii. 1 . 
78; Rich. Ilf. iv. 3 . 18. 

Replication, sub. echo, reverberation, Jul. Cccs. i. I. 50; 

answer. Ham. iv. 2 . 13. 

Reprisal, sub. prize, 1 Hen. IV. iv. 1 . 118. 

Reprobation, sub. perdition, Oth. v. 2 . 207. 

Repugn, v.t. to oppose, 1 Hen. VI. iv. 1 . 94. 
Repugnancy, sub. opposition, Tim. of Ath. iii. 5 . 46. 
Rfre-mice, sub. bats, Mid. N. Dr. ii. 2 . 4. 
rUsoi.VB, v.t. to dissolve, Tim. of Ath. iv. 3 . 4451 Ham. 
d 2 130; to free from doubt, Meas. for Meas. iv. 2 . 
226; to answer. Tit. Andr. v. 3 . 35. 

Raspecr, sub. consideration, K. John, iii. 1 . 58; Ham. 
iii. 1. 68. 

Respective, adj. careful, Mer. of Ven, v. 1 . 156; Rom. 
& Jul, iii. 1 , 129. 

Respectively, adv. particularly, Tim. of Ath. iii. 1 . 8 . 
’Rest, v.t. to arrest. Com of Err. iv. 2 . 42. 

Rest, sub. ‘to set up one’s’, a phrase in a game at cards, 
to venture one’s final stakes held in reserve, fully make 
up one’s mind, be resolved. Com of Err. iv. 3 . 26; 
All’s Well, ii. I. 138. 

Resty, adj. lazy, slothful, Cymb. iii. 6. 34; Sonnets, r. 9, 
Revolt, sub. a rebel, Cymb. iv. 4 . 6; K. John, v. 2 . 151. 
Rxbaudred, adj. ribald. Ant. ft Cleo. iii. 8. 20. 

Rid, v.t. to make away with. Temp. i. 2 . 364. 

Rkkhsh, adj. wanton. Ant. ft Cleo. ii. 2 . 248. 

RWOL. sub. a circle, 2 Hen, IV. iv. 5 . 35; I ucrece, 1745. 
Rot [ 0 . Ed. Rymme], sub. the abdomen. Hen. V. iv. 4 .15. 
Rivage, sub. shore, Hen. V. iii. Chor. 14. 

Rival, sub. partner. Ham. i. 1 . 13. 

Rivellbd, part. cdj. wrinkled, Troil. & Cres. v 1 . 26. 
RiVO, Interj. of doubtful meaning, a bacchanalian ex* 
damation, 1 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 126. 

Road, sub. a prostitute, 2 Hen. IV. ii. 2 . 183; a road¬ 
stead, Mer. of Ven. i. 1 . 19; a journey. Hen. VIU. 

* iv. 2 . 17; an incursion, Coriol. iii. 1.5. 

Robustious, adj. rough. Ham. iii. 2 . 10. 

Rocked, pt.p. trembled, shook, Lucrece, 262. 

Rogoinq, adj. vagrant, roaming. Per. iv. 1 . 96. 

Roetl :g, sdj. bold, bullying, defiant, Troil. & Cres. ii. 

2. 206. 

Romaob, sub. bustle, tumultuous hurry, Ham. i. I. 107. 
Rondure, sub. circle. Sonnets, xxi. 8. 

Ronyon, sub. scurvy wretch, Macb. i. 3 .5; Merry Wives, 
iv. 2.199. 

Rook, v.t. to cower, 3 Hen. VI. v. 6 . 45. 

Rooky, adj. mi ty, gloomy, or else full of crows, Macb. 
iii 2 . 51. 

Rooted, pt.p. teamed by heart, Coriol. iii. 2 . 55. 

Ropery, sub. roguery, Rom. ft Jul. ii. 4 . 145. 
Rope-tucks, sub. knavish tricks, Tam of Si 
XIJ. 


r Shrew, i. 2 . 


Roping, part. adj. dripping Hen. V. iv. 2. 48. Comp. 
Down-roping. 

Rother, sub. an ox, Tim. of Ath. iv. 3 . 12. 

Round, adj. plain, honest. Hen. V. iv. 1 . 219; sub. a 
circle, Macb. iv. 1 . 88; Ven. & Adon. 368. 

Round wnu, be, speak freely with. Com. of Err. ii. L 
82; Twelfth Night, ii. 3 . 104. 

Round', vd. to surround. Mid. N. Dr. iv. 1 . 57; Rich. n. 
iii 2 . 161; to finish off, Temp. iv. 1 . 158; v.i. to grow 
big, Wint. Tale, ii. 1 . 16. 

Rounds v.t. to whisper, Wint. Tale, i. 2 .2x7; K. John, ii. 
1. 566. 

Roundfl, sub. a dance, Mid. N. Dr. ii. 2 . 1; rung of a 
ladder, Jul. C*s. ii. I. 24. 

Roundly, adv. plainly, directly. As You Like It, v. 3 .12. 
Roundure, sub. circuit, K. John, ii. 1 . 259. 

Rouse, sub. a free and deep draught, Ham. i. 2 . 127; 
i. 4 . 8. 

Rout. sub. the crowd, the mob, Com. of Err. iii. I. toi; 

Jul. Css. i. 2. 78; brawl. Oth. ii. 3. 212. 

Roynish, adj. scurvy, coarse, As You Like It, ii. 2 8. 
Rub, sub. a term in the game of bowls, an impediment. 

Rich. 11 . in. 4 . 4; jig. Hen. V. ii. 2 . 188. 

Rub-ous, adj- red. ruby-like, Twelfth Night, i. 4 . 32. 
Ruddock, sub. the redbreast, Cymb. iv. 2 . 224. " 
Rudesby, sub. rude tellow, Tam. of Shrew, iii. 2 . 10; 
Twelfth Night, iv. 1 . 55. 

Rufvle, v.t. to be boisterous, K. Lear, ii. 4 . 304; stir, 
bustle, Lov. Comp. 58. 

Rug-htaded, adj. rough-headed, Rich. II. ii. 1 . 157. 
Ruinate, v.t. to ruin, 3 Hen. VI. v. 1 . 83; Lucrece, 94. 
Rule, sub. behaviour. Twelfth Night, ii. 3 . 133. 
Rump-fed, adj. pampered, or else fed on offal, Macb. L 
3 . 6. 

Runagate, sub. vagabond. Rich. HI. iv. 4 . 465. 
Running banquet, a hasty refreshment, fig. Hen. VEI. 

1. 4 . 12; v. 4 . 7i. 

Rusk aside, push aside, Rom. ft Jul. iii. 3 . 26. 

Ruth, sub. pity, Rich. U. iii. 4 . 106; Coriol. L 1 . 203. 

Sables, sub. rich fur, Ham. iv. 7 . 80. 

Sackerson, sub. name of a famous bear at Paris Garden 
on the Bank side. Merry Wives of W. i. 1 . 320. 
Sacrinq cell, a bell rung when the elements are conse¬ 
crated at Mass, Hen. VIII. iii. 2 . 296. 

Safe, adj. sure, sound, Cymb. iv. 2 . 131. 

Sao, v.i. to droop, sink, Macb. v. 3 . 10. 

Sagittary, sub. a centaur giding the Trojans against the 
Greeks, Troil. ft Cres. v. 5 . 14; residence of the com¬ 
manding officers at Venice, with figure of An archer 
over the gates. Oth. L 1 . 159. 

Sallet, sub. a close-fitting helmet, 2 Hen. VI. iv. 10 . 13; 

a salad, 2 Hen. VI. iv. 10 . 9. 

Sallets, (i.e. salads), sub. stirring passages, perhaps 
ribaldries, Haro. ii. 2 . 471. 

SA Mingo, sub. for Saint Domingo, the patron saint of 
drinkers, 2 Hen. IV. v. 3 . 77. 

Sani>bi ind, adj. half blind, purblind, Mer. of Ven. ii. 

2 . 37. 

Sanded, adj. of a sandy colour, Mid. N, Dr. iv. 1 . 126. 
Sarcenet, sub. fine silk, Troil. & Cres. v. 1 . 36. 

Sawn, pt.p. sewn, or perliaps seen, Lov. Comp. 91. 

Say, sub. a kind of serge, 2 Hen. VI. iv. 7 . 27; v./. to try, 
assay. Pericles, i. 1 . 59. 

Scald, adj. scabby, mangy, Hen. V. v. 1 .5; Ant. ft Cleo. 
v. 2. 214. 

Scai.e, v.t. to scatter, make clear, make plain, Conol. 
i. 1 . 97; to weigh. Meat, for Meas. iii. 1 .267; Coriol. u. 
3 - 257 - „ 

Scamble, v.i. to scramble. Much Ado, v. I. 94; Hen. V. 
v. 2. 217. 

Scam el, sub. some sort of birds, possibly teamels, sea- 
mews, Temp. ii. 2 . i8«. 

Scandal, v.t. to bring into disgrace, defense, Jul. C»s. 
i. 2 . 76; Cymb. iii. 4. 6a. 

Scant, adv. scarcely, Rom. ft Jul. L 2 . 104; vJ. to limn, 
shorten, K. Lear, ii. 4 . 142. 
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Sconce, sub. a covering for the head, Com. of Err. ii. 
2 . 37; the head, Hamlet, v. 1 . 108; a fori. Hen. V. iii. 
6. 78. 

Scot, sub. contribution, 1 Hen. IV. v. 4 . 115. 

Scotch, sub. a cut, wound. Ant. & Cleo. iv. 7 . 10; v./. to 
notch, scutch, Coriol. iv. 5 . 198; Macb. iii. 2 . 13. 
Scrimers, sub. fencers. Ham. iv. 7 . too. 

Scrip, sub. a written list. Mid. N. Dr. i. 2 . 3. 

Scrowi, v./. perhaps to scrawl, Tit. Andr. ii. 4 . 5. 
Scrowles, sub. mangy fellows, K. John, ii. 1 . 373. 
Scrubbed, adj. stunted, Mer. of Ven. v. 1 . 162. 

Seam, sub. lard, Troil. & Cres. ii. 3 . 197. 

Sear, v.t. to brand, Wint. Talc, ii. I. 72. 

Seared, adj. withered, blighted. Cymb. u. 4 . 6. 
Security, sub. carelessness, JuL Cses. ii. 3 . 8; Macb. iii. 
5 . 32. 

Seedness, sub. sow ing of the seed, Meas. for Meas. i. 4 42. 
Seel, v.t. to close up the eyes of a hawk, Oth. L 3 . 271; 
Macb. in. 2 . 46. 

Seld, adv. seldom, Troil. & Crcs. iv. 5 . 149. 
Seld-shown, adj - rarely given to vulgar eyes, Coriol. 
ii. 1. 231. 

Self, adj. same, Mer of Ven. i 1 . 140. 

Sennet, sub. set of notes on a trumpet, frequent in stage 
directions, K. Lear, 1. 1 ; Coriol. 11. 1 , 2 . &c. 

Serpigo, sub. <• sort of skin eruption, Meas. lor Meas. 

ui. I. 31; Troil. & Cres. ii. 3 . 82. 

Sewer, sub. an officer whose original office was to taste 
the disiies placed on the royal table, Macb. 1. 7 , stege 
direction, 2nd line. 

Shai.es, sub. husks, shells, Hen. V. iv. 2 . 18 
Sherd borne, part. adj. caused through the air on wing- 
cases, Macb. iii. 2 . 42. 

Sharped, part. aaj. having wing-cases, Cymb iii. 3 . 20. 
Shards, sub. potsherds, Ham. v. 1.253, wing-cases, Ant 
& Cleo. 111. 2 . 20. 

Si harm i»n, sub. one who shears cloth, 2 Hen. VI. iv. 2 . 
1 45 - 

Sheaved, part. ad}, made of straw, Lov. Comp. 31. 
Sheep-biter, sub. a malicious and treacherous fellow, 
Twelfth Night, ii. 5 . 6. 

Skent, pt.p. rated, reviled. Twelfth Night, iv. 2 . 115; 

Coriol. v. 2 . 104; Ham. iii. 2 . 423. 

Ship-tire. sub. a head-dress, Merry Wives of W. iii. 3 . 60. 
Shive, sub. a slice. Tit. Andr. ii. 1 . 87. 

Shoo, v./. to move on. Hen. V. ii. I 47. 

Shotten herring, sub. one that has shed its roe, 1 Hen. 
IV. ii. 4 . 145. 

Shoughs, sub. shaggy dogs, Macb. iii. 1 . 94. 
Shove-groat shilling, one used in the game of shove- 
groat, 2 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 205. 

Shovel-board, sub. a shilling used in the game of that 
name. Merry Wives of W. i. 1 . 101. 

Shrewd, adj- mischievous, Jul. Cats. ii. 1 . 258; As You 
Like It, v. 4 . 480. 

Sicles, sub. shekels, Meas. for Meas. ii. 2 . 140. 

Side sleeves, sub. long hanging sleeves. Much Ado, iii. 
4 . 21. 


Siege, sub. a seat, Meas. for Meas. iv. 2 . 101; rank, 
Ham. iv. 7 . 76; Oth. i. 2 . 22; excrement. Temp. ii. 2 . 
114. 

Sightless, adj. blind, Lucrece, 1013; invisible, Macb. i. 

5 . 50, ugly, K. John, iii. I. ,15. 

Sign, v.t. to mark, stamp, to be a prognostic or omen, 
K. John, iv. 2 . 237; Jul. Gas. iii. 1 . 20b; Ant. &. Cleo. 
iv. 3 . 14. 

Simple, sub. a medicinal heib. Merry Wives of W. i. 4 . 
65; Rom. & Jul. v. !. 40. 

Simular, adj. pretended, feigned, Cymb. v. 5 . 201; sub. 

simulator, pretender, K. Lear, iii. 2 . 54 - 
Singled, pt.p. separated. L.'s L.’s L. *. I. 87. 

Sintering, part. adj. neighbouring, Lov. Comp. 2. 

Sizes, sub. portions, allowances, K. Lear, ii. 4 . 178. 
Skjuns-mai fi, sub. a word of doubtful meaning, perhaps 
mesHmatea, or knavish companions, Ac., Rom. & JuL 
„ ii. 4 . 163. 

Skillet, sub. a little pot, Oth. i. 3 . 274- 


Skill-less, adj. ignorant, Temp. iii. 1 . 53; Twelfth Night, 
m. 3 . 9. 

Skills not, rr, it is of no importance, it matters not. 
Twelfth Night, v. 1 . 29S; 2 Hen VI. iii. 1 . 281. 
Skimble-skamble, adj. w.ld, confused, 1 Hen. IV. iii. 1 . 
153. 

Skipper, sub. a thoughtless fcIlow,Tam. of Shrew, ii. 1 .333. 
Skirr, v.i. to scour or move rapidly, Macb. v. 3 . 35. 
Slab, adj. slimy, viscous, Macb. iv. 1 . 32, 

Slave, v.t. to make a slave of, or perhaps to treat as 
a slave would, K. Lear, iv. 1 . 69. 

Sleave, and)sub. floss silk, Troil. & Cres. v. 1 . 35: 
Sieave mi kj Macb 11.2 38. 

Sledded, adj. on sledges. Ham. i. 1 . 63. 

Sleeve-hand, sub. a wristband, Wint. Tale. iv. 3 . 212. 
Sleeveless, adj. useleM,, unprofitable, Troil. & Cres. v. 
„ 4 - 9 - 

Sleided, pt.p untwisted, Pericles, iv. Prol. 21. 

Slip, sub. a countertcit com, Poin. & Jul. ii. 4 . 53; Ven. 
& Ad. 515. 

Sliver, sub a branch torn off, Ham. iv. 7 . 174; v.t. to 
tear off, to break oil. Macb. iv. 1 .28; K. L-car, iv. 2 . 34. 
Slops, sub. large loose trousers, 2 Hen. IV. i. 2 . 33. 
Slubber, v t. to slur over, Mer. of Ven. u. 8. 39: ta soil, 
Oth. i. 3 . 227. 

Smack, sub. a smattering. All’s Well, iv. 1 . iS. 

Smail, adj. shrill-voiced, Coriol. in. 2 . 114; Twelfth 
Nigh!, 1. 4 . 32. 

Smaich, sub. smack, taste, Jul. Cses. v. 5 . 46. 

Smatter, v.i. to prattle, to chatter, Korn. & Jul. iii. 5 .172. 
Smooth, v.t. to flattei, Rich. III. i. 3 . 48; Tit. Andr. iv. 

4 . 95. 

Sneap, v./. to check, to nip, L’s L.’s L. i. 1 . 100; Wint. 

Tale. 1. 2. 13; sub. a snub, 2 lien. IV. ii. 1 . 137. 

Snpck up! an expression of contempt, go and be hanged. 
Twelfth Night, 11. 3 . 103. 

Snuff sub. the smouldering wick of a candle, Cymb. i. 
6. 87, an object ol loathing and contempt, All’s Well, 


1. ~ ay. 

Snuffs, sub. quarrels, K. Lear, iii. I. 26; to take or b* in 
snufl — to take offence at, Mid. N. Dr. v. 1 .256; 1 H. ti. 

IV. 1 3.41 

So’led, adj. luxuriously fed, high-blooded, K. Lear. Iv. 
6. 125. 

Solidare, sub. a small piece of money, Tim. of Ath. iii. 

1. 47. 

Sorf, sub. a buck of the fourth year, L.’s L.’s L. iv. 2 . 59. 
Sorel, sub a buck of the thtrd vear, L.'s L. ’s L. iv 2 . 60. 
Sori, sub. company, in contempt, Mid. N. Dr. iii. 2 . 21; 

Rich. III. v. 3 . 317; a lot. Troil. & Cres. i. 3 . 376. 

Sot, sub. a fool, Twelfth Night, 1. 5 . 128. 

Souse, v.t. to swoop down on, as a bird of prey does, 
K. John, v. 2 . 150. 

Soused, pt.p. pickled, 1 Hen. IV. iv. 2 . 13. 

Sowle, v.t. to pull, or drag, Coriol. iv. 5 . 214. 
Span-counter, sub. a boyish game, 2 Hen. VI. iv. ?. 170. 
Spaniel, v.t. to follow subserviently, Ant. & Cleo. iv. 
10. 34. 

Sped, pt p. done for, provided for, Mer. of Ven. ii. 9 . 72; 
Rom. & Jul. iii. 1 . 96 

Spfrr, v./. to bar, to enclose, Troil. & Cres. Prol. 19. 
Spinner, sub. a spider, Rom. & Jul. i. 4 . 60; Mid. N. Dr. 
ii 2. 21. 

Spot, sub. a piece of embroidery, Coriol. i. 3 . 57 - 
Sprag, adj quick, sharp. Merry Wives of W. iv. 1 . 85. 
Springhalt, sub. a lameness in horses. Hen. VIII. i. 3 .13. 
Squandered, pt.p. scattered, Mer. of Ven. i. 3 . 22. 
Squandering, pr.p. going at random. As You Like It. 


ii. 7 . 57. , ., 

Square, sub. ‘the most precious square’*» most valuabh 
part, K. Lear, i. 1 . 70 , the embroidery about the boaom 
of a smock or shift, Wrnt. Tale, iv. 3 . axa; v.t. to 
quarrel, Mid. N. Dr. ii. 1 . 30; Ant. & Cleo. ii. 1 . 4 S* 
Squarer, sub. brawler, braggart, Much Ado, t. 1 . 83. 
Squash, sub. an unripe peascod, Mid. N. Dr. in. 1 . 495! 

Twelfth Night, i. 5 . 167; Wint. Tale, i. 2 . 161. 

SQUDrt, vJ. to look asquint, K. Lear, iv. 6.141. 
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Squire, sub. a square, rule, measure, L.’sL.’s L. r. X475; Swaq-belubd, « 9- having a loose, banging bally, Otb. H. 

RrAULreka deooy, 4 Tcmp. iv. 1 . 187; Tam. of Shrew, Swarth, mb. swathe, the grass cut by one sweep of the 
oil 01 • a dupe, laughing-stock, 3 Hen. VL ifi. 3 .260; scythe. Twelfth Night, il 3 . 164; off. swarthy, black, 
a prostitute. Much Ado. U. 2. 26. _ Tit. Andr. ii. 3 . 7?- 


Swasher, sub. a bully, a braggart. Hen. V. iii. 2. *jx. 
Swashing, o 4 j. swaggering, dashing, As You Like It, L 

Swath , 3 sub. wrapping, swaddling-clothes, Tim. of Ath. 
iv. 3. *53. 

Swayed, pt.p, strained, Tam. of Shrew, iii. 2 . 57 - 

_ _ Swinge, v.r. to beat. Two Gent, of Ver. d. 1 .91; 2 Hen, 

| S£S J? 2 su' hi. 3 ?.' 61; ptj). fixed, Swinoe-bucIler, mb. a roisterer. 2 Hen. IV. fit 2 . 24. 

avicu^u, pun. mv. muu. j, t Swoopstake, adv. wholesale, indiacriminfttely, Ham. iv. 

5 . 141. 

Sworder, sub. a gladiator, 2 Hen. VI. iv. 1. 135. 
Swound, f.i. to swoon, Rom. A Jul. ii. 2. 56. 
Sympathy, sub. equality, Oth. ii 1. *33. 


Stamp, v.t. give currency to, Coriol. v. 2. za. 
Standing-bowl, sub. a footed goblet. Per. it. 3. 64. 
Standing-tucx, sub. a rapier s t an d i n g on end, 1 Hen. IV. 

STANffiLjnik a kestrel hawk. Twelfth Night, ii. 5.126. 
State, sub. a chair of state, with a canopy, l Hen. IV. iL 
4. 423; 3 Hen. VL L i. 168. 


Locrece, 1444; Sonnets, xxiv. 1. 

Stickler, sub. one whose duty was to separate com¬ 
batants, Troii. & Ores. v. 8. 18. . 

Stigmatic, sub. one bearing a brand of deformity, 2 tun. 

VI. v. I. 215; 3 Hen. VI. ii 2 . 136. 

Stigmatical, a 4 J- marked with deformity, Com. of Err. 
iv. 2. 22. 

Stint, rJ. to stop, to cease, Rom. & Jut i. 3 . 48; Per. iy. 

4 .42;to check, Tit. Andr. iv. 4 .85; Hen. VUI. 12 .76. 
Stithy, mb. a smithy, or perhaps an anvil. Ham. tu. 2 . 

Eg; rJ. to forge, Troii. at Ores. iv. 5. 254- 
Stdccado, sab. a thrust in fencing. Merry Wives of W. 
iL 1.233;'astock',MerryWivesofW.fi. 3.26. Comp. 
Stuck. 

S toccata, sub. a stockado, Rom. & Jut. iii. 1 . 79. 
Stock-risk, sub. dried cod, Mean for Meas. fit 2 . 118. 


Table, sub. canvas of a picture, K. John. ii. 1. 503; 
Sonnets, xxiv. a; the palm of the band, a term in 
palmistry, Mer. of Ven. ii. 2. 174. 

Table-book, sub. a memorandum book, or case of tablets, 
Wint. Tale, iv. 4. 612; Ham. ii. 2.136. 

Tabled, pi.p. set doum, Cymh. 1. 4. 7. 

Tables, sub. tablets. Ham i. S. 107; the game of back¬ 
gammon, I~’s L.’s L. v. 2. 327. . . 

Tabourines, sub. drums, Troii. & Cres. iv. 3 . 2741 Ant. 
& Cleo. iv. 8. 37. 


_ _ _ . Ill. X.. I 10. Ofc VISA/. »»• V J(. ...... 

STOMACH, ii». stubborn courage. Temp. L 2 .157; 2 Hen. Tackled st«r, sub. aropeladderRooLi JuLu. A103. 
IV. iTT. iag;.pride. Hen. VUI. iv. 2 ^.^ Taeiota, sub. thm silk, L.‘s L. s L. v. 2 . 159, Twciltb 


Stone-bow, sub. a crossbow, from which stones and 
bullets were shot. Twelfth Night, ii. 3 , 52. 

Stoop, r.t. to swoop, pounce down on prey. Hen. V. iv. 

1 .113; Cymb. v. 3 . 42. 

Stored, pt.p. filled, charged. Per. iL 3 .49. 

Stout, sub. a drinking cup. Twelfth Night, fi. 3 .14. 
Stoves, sub. fodder for cattle, Temp. iv. 1 .63. 

Strain courtesy, to decline to go first, Rom. ft Jul. IL 
4 . 57; Ven ft Ad. 888. 

Strained, pt.p. forced, constrained, Mer. of Ven iv. 1 . 

184. 

Strafe ado, sub. a speck* of punishment; the victim’s 
arms were strapped behind his back, and he was sud¬ 
denly let fall, I Hen. IV. iL 4 . a66. 

Strike [sail], a naval term, to submit, give way. Rich. IL 
fi. 1. 267. 

Strikers, sub. dissolute fellows. 1 Hen IV. B. 1 . 8a. 
Strobes*, sub. trousers. Hen V. ill. 7 . 60. 

’Strjoy, rJ. to destroy. Ant. ft Cleo. iiL 9 . 34. 

Stuck, sub. a thrust in fencing, a stock. Twelfth Night, 
BL 4 . 307; Ham. iv. 7 . i6x. 

STuniE Di^ityP . practised, instructed. Mar. of Van iL 2 . 

Stueeed, ad/, complete, Mach Ado, L 1 .60; Wint. Tale, 
H. 1.184. 

Stuee-o’-the-oomsoenc*, essence oT, Oth. 1 . 2 . a. 
SuascnuBK, rj. to yield, 1 Hen VI. U. 4 .44; K. Lear, BL 
7 . 6s. 

Suaac a tPBON, sub. obedience, K. Lear, iiL 2 . ,8. 
Succaas, sub. succession, WinL Tele, L 2 .394; 2 Hao. IV. 
iv. X 47. 

Soccejsantly, ads. in succession, Til Andr. iv. 4 .112. 
Suoosxr, yj. to tempt. Rich. II. iiL 4 .75; Oth. ii. 3 .361. 
SuoaexncN, sub. temptation, Temp. iv. 1 . 26. 

SunxD, pt.p. dressed, Mer. of Ven L 2 .78. 

Summered, pt.p. provided, as cattle are with pasture, 

StnwRViia.'ss'h. Inspection Ham. v. X 23. 

Sur-addition, sub. extra title, surname, Cymb. L 1 .33. 


Taevbta, 

Night, iL 4 .76. , , 

Tao, \sub. the mob, Conol. uL 1 . * 47 ; JuL 

Tao-RAQ EEOELE.I Cats. i. 2 . 259- 
Taint, v.t. to discredit, Oth. L 3. 273. . 

Take, v.t. to captivate, Temp- v - *• 3 *J • w ““- ..." 

3 . 119; v.r. to strike with disease. Merry Wires of W. 
Iv. 4 , 33; to take refuge in, Com. of Hit. L 2 . 94; to 
jump over, K. John, v. 2 . 138. 

Take m, to conquer, Coriol. f. 2 . 24. 

Take me with you, make me understand you, Rom. • 
Jni. ifi. 3 . 142; 1 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . S13. 

Take out, to copy, Oth. iii. 3 . 296. 

Takb thought, to suffer grief, uul. Cws. U..1.187. 

Take up, to obtain on credit, 2 Hen VL iv. 7 . X34; to 
reprove, Tam Gent of Ver. L 2 . 132; to reconcile, 
Twelfth Night, ifi. 4 . 3 * 3 .., u , _ 

Talents, sub. lockets containing hair, Lov. Comp. 204. 
Tallow ketch, a vessel filled with talkrn, according to 
some a tallow keech, a round lump of tallow, 1 Hen 
IV. iL 4 . 256. 

Tame, v.t. to set 00 dogs to fight, X. John, iv. i. 117: 

to urge on. Ham. iL 2 . 379 - 
Tartar, sub. Tartarus, hell. Hen V. E 2 .123. 
Tassbl-centle, sub. sereel-gentVe, the male goshawk, 
Rom. ft Jnl. fi. X JS 9 , _ „ . , „ 

Taste, vX to set as sewer or server, K. John, v. 6. 28, 
EX. to try, Twelfth Night, BL I. gx. .. 

Tawdry lace, sub. a necklace worn by country gins. 

Wint. Tele, iv. 3 . 23a. _ . „ 

Tax, v.t. 10 accuse. Ham. L 4 . 18; Am You like It, H. 
7 .86. 

Taxaton, sub. satire, Invective, As You Like It, L X 

Tedl sub. grief. Temp. i. X 64; Rich. UL iv. 1 . 96. 
Tendkx, sub. care, regard, 1 Hen IV. v. 4 .49; K. Leu, 
i. 4 . 433: s.t. to regard with lander affection. Two 
Gem. of ver. iv. 4 . 147; Com. of Err. v. 1 . sja. 

I. eat in a delicate handle, or 
bosqUmis, x. Lear, iL 4 .174- 


TeNDSR-HBETED, 
perhaps r 


•surcease, sub. accomplihmsnt, Macb. L 7 .4; to cease. Tent, sub. a roll of lint which was alwayt pot into a 
Luerece, 1766; Rom. ftJnL iy. I. «7. ‘ ‘ - - ... - ......... 

Suhuwdi pt.p• overridden Hen. V. BL 3 . 


fresh wound, Troii. ft Cres. B. X 16; v, 1 . it. 

TBsi*. sJ. to lodge, reside, fit. CociOL BL X u6. 

Tam*. v.i. to aesrdi, probe, Ham. H. X 634; Cymb. BL 


SuaeiRX, eX draw the breath of Ufo, X. John, & 4.80. _____ ... 

SwAaaaa, sub. one wfaoas day fi ft to swssm the deck of 4.118; to cure, Coriot L 9. 3U BL t. aij. 
a ship. Temp, iL X 49; Twelfth Night, L 3 .317. Terctj, tub. the male goshawk,Trod, ft Ciaa. iiL X 34- 
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Tbrmaoant, sub. a supposed Mahomedan female deity, 
represented in our old plays as a most violent charac¬ 
ter, Ham. iii. 2 . 16; adj. ! Hen. IV. v. 4 . 114. 

Termless, adj. indescribable, Lov. Comp. 94. 

Tester, sub. a sixpence, 2 Hen. IV. iii. 2 . 290; money in 
general. Merry Wives of W. i. 3 . 94 (Pistol). 

TEsiban, r.t. to present with a tester. Two Gent of Ver. 

L 1 . 155. 

Testril, sub. sixpence. Twelfth Night ii- 3 - 36. 

TESTY, adj. fretful. Mid. N. Dr. iii. 2 . 358; Coriol. iL 
I. 48. 

Tetchy, adj. peevish, touchy, Rich. III. iv. 4 . 169. 
Tetter, sub. a cutaneous disease, Ham. i. 5 . 71; r.t. to 
affect with tetter, Coriol. sit. 1 . 78. 

Tharborough, sub. a kind of constable, L.’s L.'s L. i. 1 . 

183. Cf. Third-borough. 

That, con), because. Two Gent, of Ver. iv. 1 . 71. 
Theoric, sub. a theory, Oth- i. 1 . 24. 

Thereafter, adv. according as, 2 Hen, IV. iii. 2 . 56. 
Thick, adv. dose, quick. Lucrece, 1784; 2 Hen. IV. iL 
3 . 24; Troil. ft Cres. iii. 2 . 36. 

Thick-eyed, adj . dim-eyed. 1 Hen. IV. ii. 3 . <1. 
Thick-pleached, pt.p. thickly intertwined. Much 
i. 2. 11. 

Thick-skin, sub. blockhead. Merry Wives of W. iv. 5 . 2. 
Thill-horse, sub. shaft-horse, Mer. of Yen. ii. 2 103. 
Think, v.i. to be full of sorrowful thoughts. Ant ft Cleo. 

iii. 11.1. 

Third-dorough [O. Ed. Head-borough], sub. a kind of 
constable, Tam. of Shrew, Ind. 1 . 12. 

Thought, sub. melancholy. Ham. iii. 1 . 85. 
Thought-executing, part. adj. executing with the quick¬ 
ness of thought K.. Lear, iii. 2 . 4. 

Thrasonical, adj. boastful. As You Like It v. 2 . 3$. 
Three-man beetle, sub. a rammer managed by three 
men, 2 Hen. IV. i. 2 . 259. 

THRE2-HLB, sub. the richest kind of velvet, Wint. Tale, 

iv. 2. 14. 

Three-piled, adj- having a thick pfle, Meas. for Meas. 
L 2 . 34J superfine [metaphorically], L.'s L’sL v. 2 . 
408. 

Threnr, sub. a dirge, Pham. ft Turt 49 * . 

Thrice-repured, adj. three times refined, Troil. ft Cm 
iii. 2. 21. 

Thrqx sub. thread, fibre. Temp. iv. 1 . 3. 
iSn&lub. ttTtuitalSui of? thread In weaving. Mid. 
N. Dr. v. 1 . 293. 

Thrummed hat, sub. a hat made of very coarse woollen 
doth. Merry Wives of W. iv. 2 . 82. 

Thunder-stone, sub. a thunderbolt JuL Ccs. i. 3 . 49- 
Thwart, adj. perverse, cross. K. Lear, i. 4 . 307. 
Tickle-brain, sub. strong drink, 1 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 443. 
Tick-tack, sub. a sort of backgammon, Meas. for Meat. 
L 2 . 202. 

TSay-faixy or mtY-vjuiY, Inf. in cxpreeiion of con¬ 
tempt, Twelfth Night, U. 3 . 86; 2 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 8<* 
Tumia, adj. untimely. Rich. n. Iv. I. 5. 
Tboly-ya*t*d, atfl recently dead, 2 Hen. VI. iii. 2 .161. 
Twer, iub. the grand elixir .ought by alcbamiau, All s 
VfeB, y. 3 . 10a; colour. Hem. iii. *. 91. 

TUB, mb. a headdreaa, Merry Wives of W. HL 3 . 6t; 
Much Ado, iii. 4 .13; furniture, Pericloe, hi. 2 . *a; »J. 
to Ibed greedily, 3 Hen. VI. i. 1 . *69; Ven. A Ad. 56. 
Tsunoaoun, ee. the dressing-room of s theatre. Mid. 
N. Dr. HLl. 5. 

Tnrarra, perhaps terrors (Mistress Quickly), 2 Hen. 

Tbkx. n&Skeougb, Troll, ft Cres. ». 3. tor. 

To***, ».f. tod rag out, Wint. Tala, iv. 3 .763. 

Too. ,X to yield a tod, Wint. Tale, iv. 2. jj; «*. »S Iba. 
_ at wool, Whtt. Tale, Iv. 2. 34. _ _ . . 

Tana, ads. beforeTL’i L.u L. UL 1. 88; TO. Andr. 

Toon), $ gowned, robed, Oth. 1 1 . *J. 

Tamo, aaj. marke d with plague-spots. Ant & Geo 

_ HL 1.19. 

Ton-goY, ad.. drab, Cymb. t & in. 


Toisoue, s.f. to denounce, Meas. for Meat. hr. 4 . s8. 

Topless, adj. supreme, Troil. ft Cres. i. 3 .15a. • 

Torcher, sub. a torch-bearer, All’s Well, IL 1 . 165./ 

Torttvb, adj. twisted, turned awry. Trod. ft Cres. \A. 9. 

Tottering, adj . hanging in tatters or rags, K./John, 
v. 5 . 7. 

Touch, vj. to wound, Tim. of Ath. iii. 5 . 19; Cymb, L 
1 . 10; sub. a touchstone, 1 Hen. IV. iv. 4 .10; of‘noble 
touch' — of proved excellence, Coriol. iv. 1 . 40. 

Touch near, to concern deeply. Two Gent, of Ver. iii. 
1. 60. 

Touse, r.t. to pulL to tear, Meas. for Meas. v. 1 . 309. 

Toward, adj. tractable, Tam. of Shrew, v. 2 .183; bold, 
3 Hen. VL ii. 2 . 66. 

Toward, towards, adv. in preparation, Tim. of Ath. 
iii. 6. 68; Ham. L 1 . 77: Rom. & Jul. L 3 . 126. 

Tower, r.t. to soar as a bird of prey. K. John, v. 2 . 149 - 

Tract, sub. trace, track. Hen. VIII. L 1 . 40; Tim. of 
Ath. i. 1 . 51. 

Trade, sub. track, resort. Rich. II. fli. 3 . 156; rd. to go 
in a particular direction, Mer. of Ven. iii. 4 . 54. 

Train, sub. bait, allurement, Macb. Iv. 3 . 218; r.t. to 
entice, allure, Com. of Err. iii. 2 . 45; Tit Andr. v. 1 . 
104. 

Traject (O. Ed. TranectJ, sub. a ferry [It tragetto], 
Mer. of Ven. iii. 4 . 53. 

Trammel up, to catch as in a net Macb. i. 7 . 3. 

Trash, v.t. to lop, to cut off high branches, 1 Temp. 1 . 2 .81; 
to restrain a dog by 9. trash, or strap, Oth. ii. 1 . 3 * 5 - 

Traverse, r.t. to make t thrust. Merry Wives of W. ii. 
3 . 25- 

Traversed, adj. crossed, folded, Tim. of Ath. v. 4 . 7. 

Tray-trit, sub. a game of dice, in which success de¬ 
pended on throwing a ‘trois*. Twelfth Night iL 5 . 209. 

Treachers, sub. traitors, K. Lear, i. 2 .138. 

Treble-dated, adj. living for three ages, Phcen. ft Turt 
17. 

Trencher-man, sub. a good feeder, Much Ado, L 1 . 52. 

Trey, sub. a three at cards, L.’s L.’s L. v. 2 . 233. 

Tribulation, sub. a name applied to Puritans, either to 
the whole sect or some particular congregation. Hen. 
Vm. v. 4 . 67. 

Trick, v.i. to draw, paint [heraldic term], Ham. U. 2 .488; 
sub. special peculiarity of look, voice, Ac., Wint Tale, 
iL 3 . 100; 1 Hen. IV. v. 2 .11; K. Lear, iv. & 109. 

Tricksy, adj. sportive. Temp. v. 1 . 226; Mer. of Ven. iii. 
5 . 75. 

Tiuoon, sub. a triangle, 2 Hen. IV. 2 L 4 . 288. 

Trill, r.i. to trickle, K. Lear, iv. 3 .14. 

Triplex, sub. triple-time in musk. Twelfth Night v. 1 .41. 

Tristful, adj. sorrowful. Ham. iii. 4 . 50. 

Triumph, sub. a trump card. Ant ft Cleo. Iv. 12 . 20. 

Troll, rd. to sing in rotation, Temp. liL 2 . 129. 

Trol-wy-dames, sub. the French game of trobwnadam*. 
Wint Tale. iv. 2 . 93. 

Tropically, adv. figuratively. Ham. id. 2 . 250. 

Troth-flight, sub. betrothal, Wint Tale, l 2 . 278. 

Truckle-bsd, sub. a low bed. which runs on castere. and 
can be pushed under another. Merry Wives of W. tr. 
5 . 7; Rom. ft Jul. ii. 1 . 39. 


SLEEVE, 1 

Tit bkino to, to bring a ship as dose to the wind as 

possible, Temp. L 1 . 40. _. 

Tub, <uxf).w 6 . refers to a particular process of curing 
Tub-fast, j venereal disease by sweating. Meat, for 
Mem. Ja. 2 . 61; Tim. of Atij.fr. 3 . 86,87. 

Took, «b 6 . a rapier, Twelfth Night, Ut. 4 . *47 JI Hen. IV. 
iL 4 178. 

Tucket, adj- a flourish on s trumpet. Hen. V. hr. 2 . 35 - 
Tuft, sub. dump, As You Like It fiL 5 .75; Rich. EL fi. 
3 . 53. 

Tune, sub. accent Cymb. v. 5 . 239- ^ _ 

Turlyoooc^ sub. at^arently a name given to B ed l a m 
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Turn Turk, to become wicked. Ham. iii. 2 . *92; Much 
Ado, iii. 4 . 56. 

Twioqen, adj. cased in wicker work, Oth. ii. 3 . 153. 
Twilled, part, adj, perhaps sedged or covered with reeds, 
Temp. iv. 1 . 64. 

Twtre, v.l. to twinkle, Sonnets, xxviii. rz. 

Twist, sub. & string, Coriol. v. 5 . 96. 


Umber, sub. red ochre, As You Like It, i. 3 . 1x5. 
Umber’d, adj. darkened, Hen. V. iv. Chor. 9. 

Umbrage, sub. shadow [Hamlet's Euphuism], Ham. v. 
2. 126. 

Unanel’d, pt.p. without extreme unction. Ham. i. 5 . 77. 
U Nearbed, part .adj. bare, without armour, Coriol. iii.2.99. 
Unbated, pt.p. unblunted, without the button at the 
point. Ham. iv. 7 . 138; v. 2 . 331. 

Unbolt, v. to reveal, Tim. of Ath. i. 1 . 52. 

Unbolted, part. adj. coarse, or unrefined, X. Lear. ii. 2 .70, 
Unbonneted, pt.p. without saluting, on equal terms, 
Oth. i. 2 . 23. 

Unbookish, adj. skill-less, foolish, Oth. iv. 1 . 102. 
Unbraced, pt.p. unbuttoned, Jul. C*s. i. 3 . 48; Ham. ii. 

1. 78. 

Uncape, v.t. to uncouple, throw off the hounds. Merry 
Wives of W. iii. 3 . 175. 

Uncase, v.t. to undress, L.’s L.’s L. v. 2 . 706; Tam. of 
Shrew, i. 1 . an. 

Uncolted, pt.p. deprived of one’s horse, 1 Hen. IV. ii. 

2 . 45 - 

Uncrossed, pt.p. not struck out, not cancelled (Tbs 
tradesman’s book was crossed when the account was 
paid), Cymb. iii. 3 . 26. 

Undeap, sub. cure of deafness. Rich. II. ii. 1 . 16. 
Underbfar, v.t. to face, trim, Much Ado, iii. 4 . 21. 
Undercrest, v.t. to wear on the crest, Coriol. i. 9 . 72. 
Underskinker, sub. an underdrawer, tapster, 1 Hen. IV. 

ii. 4 . 26. 

Undertaker, sub. a surety, or agent for others. Twelfth 
Nighi, iii. 4 . 353. 

Uneared, part. adj. unploughcd. Sonnets, iii. 5 . Comp. 
Ear, v.t. 

Unexpressive, ad), inexpressible. As You Like It, iii. 
2. 10. 

Unfair, v.t. to deprive of beauty. Sonnets, v. 4. 
Unfolding star. sub. the star that bids the shepherd 
unfold, Meas. for Meas. iv. 2 . 219. 

Unhaired, part. adj. beardless, foolish, K. John, v. 2 .133. 
Unhatched, pt.p . which has not yet taken effect, Oth. 

iii. 4 . 140; unfledged. Ham. i. 3 . 65; vuhacked, unhurt. 
Twelfth Night, iii. 4 . 260. 

Unhouseled, pt.p. without receiving the sacrament, 
Ham. i. 5 . 77. 

Union, sub . a fine pearl. Ham. v. 2 . 286. 

Unjointed, part. adj. incoherent, 1 Hen. IV. i. 3 . 65. 
Unkennel, v.t. to drive a fox from his earth, Merry Wives 
of W. iii. 3 . 174; to reveal. Ham. iii. 2 . 86. 
Unmanned, adj. untamed, Rom. A Jul. iii. 2 . 14. 
Unmittoable, adj. implacable. Temp. i. 2 . 276. 
Unnecessary, adj. useless, needless, Hen. V. iv. 2 . 27; 
K. Lear, ii. 2 . 68 . 

Unpinked, pt.p. not pierced with eyelet-holes, Tam. of 
Shrew, iv. 1 . 136. 

Unpreonant, adj. dull, without sense, Meas. for Meas. 

iv. 4 . 23. 

Unprizeable, adj. invaluable, Cymb. i. 4 . 104. 
Unprized, unvalued, or perhaps priceless, K. Lear, l 1 , 
262. 


U n pr o per, adj. not one’s own, common, Oth. iv. 1 . 69. 

Unprovide, vj. to unfurnish, to deprive of what is neces¬ 
sary, Oth. iv. I. 217. 

Unraked, pt.p. not made op for the night. Merry Wives 
of W. v. 5 . 50. 

Unrecurino, ad), incurable, Tit. Andr. iii. 1 . 90. 

Unrespecttvr, adj. unthinking, devoid of respect. Rich. 
III. iv. 2 . 29. 

Unrespbcttve sink, the sewer, where worthless things 
are thrown, Troil. A Cres. ii. 2 . 71. 


Unrolled, pt.p. struck off the roll, Wint. Talc, iv. 2 .131. 
Unroosted, driven from the roost, henpecked, Wint. 
Tale, ii. 3 . 74. 

Unscanned, adj. in considered, Coriol. iii. 1 . 3x1. 
Unseam, v.t. to rip, Macb. i. 2 . 22. 

Unsistino, adj. unresting, Meas. foi Meas. iv. 2 . 92. 
Unstanched, adj- incontinent. Temp. i. 1 . 53. 

U not ate, v.t. to divest of state, K. Lear, i. 2 . in. 
Untent, v.t, to remove out of a tent, Troil. St Cres. ii. 
3 . 180. 

Untented, adj. incurable, ( 1 ) that which has not been 
or ( 2 ) cannot be tented, K. Lear, i. 4 . 324. 

Unthrift. adj. good for nothing, Tim. of Ath. iv. 3 . 311; 

sub. a prodigal. Sonnets, ix. 9. 

Unirussing, pr.p. unloosing the points of the hose, 
Meas. for Meas. iii. 2 . 194. 

Unvai ued, adj. mean. Ham. i. 3 . 19; invaluable, Rich. 
IH. i. 4 . 27. 

Unweiohed, adj. reckless. Merry Wives of W. ii. 1 . 23. 
Unweighino, adj. thoughtless, Meas. for Meas. iu. 2 .151. 
Unyoke, v.t. to ease one's laboui. or burden. Ham. v. 1 . 
57. 

Up-cast, sub. a throw, or cast, at bowls; perhaps the 
final throw, Cymb. it. 1 . 2. 

Upshoot, sub. the deciding shot, L.’s L.’s L. iv. 1 . 140. 
Up-spring, sub. a boisterous dpjtce, translation of the 
German hup/auf, Ham. i. 4 . 9. 

Urchin, sub. a hedgehog. Temp. i. 2 . 326; a goblin. 
Merry Wives of W. iv. 4 . 51. 

Usance, sub. interest of money, Mer. of Ven. 1. 3 . 46. 
Use, sub. usage, Meas. for Meas. i. 1 . 40. 

Uns, sub. boisterous merriment, 2 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 22. 
Utter, v.t. to pass from one to another, L.’s L.’s L.ii. 1 . 
16; Rom. & Jul. v. 1 . 67. 

Utterance, to the, to the last extremity [Fr. d outrancel 
Macb. iii. 1 . 72. 


Vade, vJ. to fade, Rich. II. i. 2 . 20; Pass. Pil. 131* 

Vail, sub. a setting, a sinking, Troil. & Cres. v. 8 . 7; to 
lower, let fall, Mer. of Ven. i. 1 . 28; Ham 1. 2 . 70. 
VaiU, sub. money given to servants, Per. ii. 1 . 163. 
Valance sub. a fringe of drapery, Tam. of Shrew, 11. 
L 348 . 

Valanced, pt.p. fringed. Ham. ii. 2 . 441. 

Valued file, the list in which the good are distinguished 
frem the worthless, Macb. iii. 1 . 95- 
Vantbkace, sub. armour for the forearm, Troil. St Cre*. 

L 3 . 297. _ , . 

Vast, sub. a dreary stretch of sea, Wint. Tale, i. 1 . 331 
Pericles, ill. 1 .x. 

Vast of night, the deep time of night. Temp. 1. 2 . 327; 
Ham. i. 2 . 108. 

Vaultages, sub. caverns, Hen. V. ii. 4 . 124. 

Vaunt, sub. the van, the opening, Troil. St Cres. prol. 27. 
Vaunt-couriers, sub. forerunners, precursors [rr. 

avant-courriers], K. Lear, iii. 2 . «>. _ 

Vaward, sub. vanguard, the first part (met.) Mid. N. ur. 

iv. 1 . ux; 2 Hen. IV. i. 2 . 20a. 

Velure, sub. velvet, Tam. of Shrew, iii. 2 . 63. . 

Velvet-ouards, sub. those who wear velvet linings, 
1 Hen. IV. ui. I. 260. 4 , 

Venew, sub. a bout at fencing, L.’s L.’s L. v. 1 . 63. 
Veney, sub. the same. Merry Wives of W. , 

Vent, sub. discharge. Ant. A Cleo. v. 2 .350; **«“ of vent, 
(1) effervescent, or (2) full of the scent of game, or 
( 3 ) full of rumour, Coriol. iv. 5 . 239. ... - 

Ventages, sub. apertures, atop* in a flute, Ham. w. 
380. 

Ventricle, sub. a cavity, L.*» L.’s L. iv. 2 . 7 °- . 

Verbal, adj. plain-spoken, or else verbose, perhaps pWf" 
ing with words, Cymb. ii. 3 . 111. 

Via, Interj. a word of encouragement, go forward, away 
with you. Merry Wivee of W. ii. 2 . 161; Mer. of Ven. 

Vice, sub. the buffoon in the old Moral play. 

Night, iv. 2 .138; Rich. m. HL I. 8a; 2 Hen. IV. iii. 2 * 
347; vj. to acrew (met.), Wint. Tale, L 2 . 4x6. 
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Vie, i.t. to stake at cards, and bo to contend with. Ant* Well-graced, adj. graceful or popular, Rich. D. v. 2 .24. 
A Clco. v. 2 . 98; Tam. of Shrew, ii. 1 . 303. Well-seen, adj. well-skilled, Tam. of Shrew, i. 2 . 136, 


ViLUAOO, sub. base, coward [Ital. vigliacco], 2 Hen. VI, 
iv. 8. 49. 

Vindicative, adj. revengeful, Troil. A Cres. iv. 5 . 107. 
Vinewedst, adj. musty, mouldy, Troil. & Cres. ii. 1 . 15. 
Viol-de-OaMBOYS, sub. a violoncello, Twolfth Night, L 
3 . 28. 

Violent, v.l. to be violent, Troil. A Cres. iv. 4 . 4. 
Virginaujno, pr.p. playing with the fingers, as upon the 
virginal, Wint. Tale, 1. 2 . 126. 

VtsrriNGS, pr.p. fits, attacks, Macb, i. 5 . 46. 


Well-wished, adj. popular, Meas. for Meas. ii. 4 . 28. 
Welsh hook, sub. a sort of battle-axe, 1 Hen. IV. ii. 4 . 
377 - 

Westward-ho! the cry of watermen on the Thames, 
Twelfth Night, iii. 1 . 148. 

Wezand, sub. the windpipe. Temp. iii. 2 . 10a. 

Wheel, sub. the burthen or refrain of a song, or else 
a spinning wheel at which it was sung. Ham. iv. 5 .171; 
v.t. to roam, Troil. A Cres. v. 7 . 2; Oth. i. U 137. 
Whelk, sub. a pimple, Hen. V. iii. 6. in. 


Whe’r, adv. whether, Temp. v. 1 . iii; Com. of Err. iv. 
Wapt, v./. to beckon, Com. of Err. ii. 2 . 113. 1. 60. 

Wattage, sub. passage by water, Troil. A Cres. iii. 2. 10. Where, adv. whereas, Coriol. i. 1. 106. 

Wafture, sub. waving of the hand, Jul. Oes. ii. 1. 246. Whey-face, adj. pale-faced, Macb. v. 3. 17 ; covered with 
Wage, v.t. to remunerate, Coriol. v. 5. 40; to risk, K. youthful down. Merry Wives of W. i. 4. 22 . 

Lear, i. 1. 158; waged equal «= were on an equality, Whiffler, sub. one who cleared the way in a procession, 
AnL ft Cleo. v. 1. 31. Hen. V. v. Chor. 12. 

Waist, sub. that part of the ship between the quarter- While, adv. until, Macb. in. 1 . 44; Rich. „ L 3 . 122; 

deck and the forecastle. Temp. i. 2. 197. ‘whiles’. Twelfth Night, iv. 3. 29 . 

Wake, sub. a late revel, Wint. Tale, iv. 2 . no; v.t. to While as, conj. while, 2 Hen. VI.». 1 . 226. 

keep late revel, Ham. i. 4 . 8. While, the, adv. meanwhile. As You Like It, ii. 5. 31. 

Wall-eyed, adj. hcrcc-cyed, with a large portion of the While-ere, adv. not long ago, Temp. iii. 2 . 130. 

white visible, K. John, iv. 3. *9. Whiles, adv. while, Temp. i. 2. 343; ‘ the whiles’ «= mean- 

W all-newt, sub. a lizard, K. Lear, iii. 4. 133. while, Tam. of Shrew, iii. 1. 22. 

Wanned, v.t. turned pale. Ham. h. 2. 588. Whilst, the, while, Ham. m. 2. 93; meanwhile, Rich. U. 

WanniOn. In the phrase, ‘with a wannion' «* ‘with a v. 2. 22. . 

vengeance’. The form 4 weruon’ is not uncommon in Whipster, sub. a term of contempt for a novice, Oth. v. 


writers of the period. Per u. 1 . 17- 
Wappened, pt.p. of doubtful meaning, perhaps over¬ 
worn, stale, Tim. of Ath. iv. 3 . 38. 

Ward, sub. a guard in fencing. Temp. i. 2 . 468’* (meta¬ 
phorically), Wint. Tale. «. 2 . 33; a bolt, Lucrecc,,303. 
Warden, sub. a large baking pear, Wint. Tale, iv. 2 . 49. 
Warder, sub. a truncheon, Rich. II. i. 2 . 118. 


2. 242. . 

Whipstock, sub. handle of a whip. Per. ii. 2 . 5*. 

Whir, v.l. to hurry away, Per. iv. 1 . 20. 

Whist, adj . still, Temp. L 2 . 378. 

Whistle, worth the, worth notice, regard. Comp, the 
proverb, ‘It’s a poor dog that is not worth the whist¬ 
ling’, K. Lear, iv. 2 . 29. 


Warn, v.t to summon to battle, Jul’. Cits. v. 1 . 51 Rom. WMSTuytER off, dismiss the hawk from the fist, Oth. 

W^mJ^r/fuT 7 . gamekeeper. Merry Wives of W. i. Whitt, sub! the bull's-eye in a target. Tam. of Shrew. 

tub. revelry. Macb. i. 7 . 6 + Wwte'-ltvereu. adj.cowardly. Rich. m. iv. 4 . 465. 

watch*cand‘e, V which mar^the hours. Merry Wires of W. 

V-ftX-WT 3 b 3 'i“ PL ’ ,g aWiU “’ T *“' W™t mb. a bleacher. Merry Wiresof W. iii. 3 . ,5. 

W*™^ ni a^nS^bo*. 2 Hen. lV hi. 1. 17. ^^/“AVubb^wJ Tie it 3 63V 
Water, sub. lustre of a diamond. Per. in. 2 . 102; v.l. to Whoobub, sub. hubbub. Wint. ^laie, iv. s. 031. 

drink, 1 Hen. IV. iu 4 . 17. 


nnouuuo, .... - , . . ^ 

Wide, adv. distracted, astray, Much Ado, iv. I. 02, K.. 
Wightly [o. fd . Whttely], adj. nimble, L.'s L.’s L. iii. 


Wild, sub. weald, I Hen. IV. ii. 1 . 60. 


Water-colours, sub. weak fellows, 1 Hen. TV. v. 1 . 80. 

Water-oalls. secondary rainbows, Lucrecc, 1588. 

Watt risk, adj. watery, Oth. iii. 3 . 15; watery, or else ^ __ ___ 

weak , K. Lear, i. I. 261. ., « < . Wiui'erness sub. wideness, Meas. for Meas. iii. t. 140. 

wIST 2 St S® SSro ride the. to play at seoaaw, 2 Hen. IV. 

»:sk 5£» wi&s mstf&ssi w.«. 




1.176. 


blindfolded, L.’s L.'s L. Hi. 1 . 189. 

... .. .... 



cataract, K. Lear, iii. 4 . 120. , , , , . 

Week, to be in rvthe, to be a eloae pritoner, L.« L. « L. 

Weeping-ripe, ready to weep, 3 Hen. VL i. 4 .1 T*t 
Weet, ».f. to know. Ant A Cleo, t 1 . 39 * 

Weird, adj. fatal, Macb. i. 3 . 32; it 1 -L*t_ .. 

Welkin, tub. blue, Temp. i. 2.4; Twelfth Night, ii. 3.61, 
• 41 . Wint Tata, L 2 .137. 


WwiDGAtu, sub. swellings m 

Shrew, iii. 2 . J 4 - _ ... . 

Windlass, sub. a circuit, Ham._h. L 65. 

Window, pt.p. seated in a wmdow. Ant A vieo. iv. u. 

wiw>ow-aARS, sub- lattice-like embroidery, worn by 
women across 'he breast Tim. of Ath. iv. 3 . 117. 
Windowed, a 4 J. full of holes, K. Lear, lit 4 . , 
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WiNDtMO, jp r.p. winding. Temp. iv. 1 . 118. 

Wink. aab. sleep. Temp. ii. I. 250; to be blind, to be In 
the dark. Com. of Err. iii. 2. 58. 

Winking, pr.p. blind, Cymb. ii. 4 . 89. 

Winnowed, ad). wise, sensible. Ham. v. 1 201. 

Winter-OKOUND, v.t, to protect a plant from the add by 
covering it up with straw, Cymb. iv. 2 . 229. 

Wipe, sub. a brand, mark of disgrace, Lucrece, 537. 

»»»___.... ...l _ _vi_in' ... .cm ... « 


Wt*CT-DAY, off. common, Ant ft Ctoo. L 1 . 57. Comp. 

Woakino-oay, As You like It, l 3 . 12. 

Would, sub. ‘to go to the world’ — to be queried, Much 
Ado, ii 1 . 332; Ail’, Well, i 3 , 37: ‘Woman of the 
world’— married woman. A, You like It, v. 3 .5; ‘a 
world to see'™ a wonder to we. Much Ado, hi 5 .38; 
Tam. of Shrew, li. 1 .305; the microcosm, Lot. Comp. 
7; K. Lear, lii. 1 . 10. 


Wbe-woman, sub. a witch, Merry Wives of W. iv. 5 . 59; Want, sub. a serpent, Meat, for Meas. iii. 1 .17: Maeb. 

Twelfth Night, iii. 4 . 116. fiL 4 . v>\ a creature. Temp. iii. 1 . 31 ; Cymb. IiL 4 .37 

Wbp of irkAW, sub. the badge of a scold, 3 Hen. VI, iL (the mole); Merry Wives of W. v. 3 . 89. 

2,144, Weanoler, sub. an adversary, a tennis term. Hen. V. L 

Wbtly, ad), wistfully, Rich. II. v. 4 . 7; Ven. & Ad. 343. X *6,. 

Wires, sub. a wizard, Cymb. i. 6.166. Wsbae, sub. vengeance, Conol. iv. 5 . 91; to revenge. 

With, prep, by, being greeted with, Maeb. iK. 6. 40; AnL Rom. & Jul. iii. 5 .101. 

A Cfco. v. 2 . ito. WagaZFUL, ail. revengeful, Tim. of Ath. iv. 3 . 

WimmuwLf - m possession of hit faculties, TitAndr., mo. _ . 

1. 1 , 36 8. Wrest, sub. a toning key, Troil. A Crea. id. 3 . 25. 

WrmAU 1OOULD MOT DO -1 could not help it, Mer. at Wretch, sub. a term of endearment, Rom. A JuL L 3 .44; 

VenTTii. 4 . 71, Oth. iU. 3 . 90; AnL A Qeo. v. X 30J. 

WtraoOT, ah. except, Two Gant of Vet. H. 1 .38. Wamo, r.i. to writhe, Much Ado, v. 1 . a*. 

WrtTQL, sub. a contented cojtold, Merry Wives of W. WaiNOtNO, sub. torture. Hen. V. iv. 1 . 256. 

iL X 317, Warr - wrote, claimed. All's Well, U. 3 . 67. 

WnTOtiY, aij. wittoMike, Merry Wives of W. ii. X 288. WarrmiD, pr.p. wrinkled. 1 Hen. VI. ii, 3 . *3. 

Woman, »./. ‘woman me to it - make me show my Way, si. to swerve, Cymb. v, 1 . j. 
woman's weakness, AJl’s Well, iiL 2 . 53. 

Woman*d, aa. accompanied by a woman, Oth. a 4 . yAM ^ rudy< nimble, active. Temp. v. t. ana; Twelfth 

Night, iii. 4 . 248. 

readily, briskly, Temp. L 1 .4; Ant. ft Qeo. 


Woman-queller, sub. a murderer of woman, 2 Hen. IV. ^ y ‘ 

Woman-tired, ad), henpecked, Wint. Tale, ii. 3 . 74. Y«/V/to 

r*iM, Trt VTBa .A—, 


Comp. To rma. 

Woo, S.I. to enclose, Wint. Tale, iv. 3 . 503. 

Wokby, atjf. hollow, Hen. V. ii. 4. 124. 

Wondered, pt.p. wonder-working. Temp. iv. 1 . 123. 
Woo, sj. to solicit. Per. v. i. 174. 

Wood, «(f.med.MiiN. Dr. H.I. rga; 1 Hen. VL iv. 7 . 
33; VOL A Ad. 740. 

Woooooac, mb. a simpleton, Tam. of Shrew, L X 


move unsteadily as a ship which does not 
answer the helm. Ham. v. X tat. 

Yeas, sub. years, Maas, for Meta. iL 1 . ate. 

Yearn, si. to grieve, vex. Merry Wives of W. iiL 5 .45; 

Hen. V. iv. 3 Ta 6 ; r.t. Jul. Csss. iL X 120. 

Yellow, off. emblem of Jealousy, Wint Tale, iL 3 .106. 
Yellowness, sub. Jealousy, Merry Wives of W. L 3 . too. 
Yellows, sub. jaundice in horses, Tam. of Shrew, iii. X 


Wooden tono, -an awkward business, not likely to sue «-J° ° ,rt ’ to,trike t,uWcIy '««- V. h.. 7 .84; 

Lead’ [Stearns), 1 Hen. VI. v. 3 .89. Yesty —ii foaming, frothy, Maeb. Iv, 1 . 53; Ham. v. X 

Woodman, sub. a wencher, Meas. for Meas. iv, 3 .174, 1 ^ H ’ 

Woollen, in the, between blankets, Much Ado. iL 1 . 33. v ‘”' vm iii 

w ssTa’;siT.rirssr— isMaasA’rift,,,.*.". 

Word, si. to represent, Cymb. L 4 . 17; to fool with “• t- *4- 
word*. AnL ft Ctoo. v. 2. 190. 

Woejl, tub. a fortification, Han. VHL v. 4 . 63; Oth. IiL Zanv, mb. e buffoon, L.'i L's L.v, 1464; Twelfth Night, 
1 j. i J. 95 - v 




SHAKESPEARE’S PLAYS 

IN THEIR HISTORICAL ORDER 


1588 

1589 

1590 

1591 

1592 


Malone (d. 1812) 
1821. 

[ 1 Hen. VI 


2 Hen. VI 

3 Hen. VI 
• Two Gent. 
( Com. of E. 


1593 | 


1594 

1595 

1596 

1597 

1598 

1599 

1600 

1601 

1602 

1603 

1604 

1605 

1606 

1607 

1608 

1609 

1610 

1611 

1613 


) Rich. II 
Rich. U1 

( Love'* L. L. 
I Merch. of V. 
\ Mid. N. D. 


iTam. Sh. 

( Rom. & Jul. 
I John 
1 Hen. IV 

,2 Hen. IV 
{ As Y. L. 

I Hen. V 

I Much Ado 
(Hamlet 
| M. Wives 

Troilus 


I Meas. for M. 
t Hen. VUI 
| Othello 

| Lear 

I All’s W. 
i Mach. 

I Jul. Cm 
(tw. N. 

| Ant. & Cleop. 

Cymb. 

I Cor. 

1 Tlmon 
j Wint. Tale 
(Temp. 

(Titus Andr. 


FurnivaU 

1877. 

Love’s L. L. 
Titus Andr. 
Com. of E. 
Mid. N. D. 
Two Gent. 


1 Hen. VI 
Rom. & Jul. 


2 Hen. VI 

3 Hen. VI 
Rich. II 
Rich. Ill 


John 

Merch. of V. 

1 Hen. IV 
Tam. Sh. 

2 Hen. IV 
M. Wives 
Hen. V 
Much Ado 


AsY. L. * 

Tw. N. 
All’s W. 


Modern Critics. 


1588 

1589 


Love's L. L. 

c. 1590 

Com. of E. 

c. 1591 

Two Gent. 

c. 1592 

1 Hen. VI 

1592 

2 Hen. VI 

15927 

3 Hen. VI 

1592? 

Rich. Ill 

c. 1593 

Rom. & Jul. 

c. 1593 

Tit. Andr. 

1594 ‘ 

Rich. 11 

c. 1594 

Mid. N. D. 

c. 1594 

John 

c. 1594 

Merch. of V. 

c. 1595 

Tam. Sh. 

C. 1596 

1 Hen. IV 

1597? 

2 Hen. IV 

1598? 

Hen. V 

1599 

M. Wives 

1599? 

Muck Ado 

c. 1599 

Jul. Cws. 

1599 

As Y. L. 

C. 1600 

Tw. N. 

16007. 


| 

<3 


Jul. Css. 

Hamlet 

All's W. 
Troilus 

Hamlet 


Meas. for M. 


Othello 

Meas. for M. 
Otheh 

Macbeth 

Lear 

Ant. & Cleop. 

Lear 

Mach. 

Troilus 

Cor. 

Ant. & Cleop. 

Timon 

Pericles 

Cor. 

Timon 

Periclea 


Temp. 

Cymb. 

Wint. Tale 

Cymb. 

Wint. Tale 

Temp. 

Hen. Vni 


Hen. VIII 


c. 1602 
c. 1602 
c. 1602 


C. 1604 
C. 1604 
16057 

16067 

16077 

c. 1608 
c. 1608 , 
c. 1608 J 


1610?t 
16107} 

1611?JP 

c. 1611 
1613 


and Pericies are not assigned a date by Malone.) 
F. MADAN 



NOTES ON THE 

SEQUENCE OF SHAKESPEARE’S PLAYS 

Three representative lists are here printed for comparison: (1) the order suggested by Malone, 
the first who handled the problem with wide knowledge and with the insight of a scholar, but who 
lacked much information which we now possess; (2) that adopted from Delius by Furnivall, based 
to some extent on metrical tests; (3) that of modern critics, so far as the available evidence, when 
gathered up and carefully considered, leads to definite or probable results. F. M. 

The sources on which scholars draw for their evidence are five in number:— 

(1) The Dates of Performance. Henslowe’s Diary records the appearance of ‘hary the vj’—i e. 
the First Part of King Henry VI, as a new play, on March 3, 1592, and of ‘titus and ondionicus’ 
on January 23, 1594. John Manningham saw Twelfth Night at the Middle Temple on February 2, 
1602; the Revels Accounts note court performances of Othello at Hallowmas (Nov. 1), 1604, Measure 
for Measure on December 26, 1604, and The Tempest at Hallowmas, 1611. Simon Forman saw 
Macbeth on April 20,1610, The Winter's Tale on May 15, 1611, and Cymbeline at some intermediate 
date, A very important date usually ignored is the evidence of a German, Thomas Platter, who 
saw a play of Julius Caesar in London on September 21, 1599, followed by a jig (Anglia, Band 22, 
pp. 456-64); there can be little doubt that this was Shakespeare’s play. But even a definite date 
ruch as that of the first performance of Titus Andronicus causes misgivings. If the text which has 
come down to us is Shakespeare’s, it looks like poor prentice-work—an exaggerated copy of the 
style of Kyd, such as might nave been written at the outset of his career; yet it is difficult to believe 
that the author of Richard III and Romeo and Juliet failed completely as an artist, but at once 
recovered himself with Richard II. 

(2) Literary allusions. The most important is Francis Meres’s list in Palladis Tamia, 1598, of the 
plays then written— The Two Gentlemen of Verona, The Comedy of Errors, Lore's Labour's Lost, 
[Love's Labour Won,) A Midsummer Night's Dream, The Merchant of Venice, Richard II. Richard Ill, ■ 
Henry IV, King John, Titus Andronicus, and Romeo and Juliet. The famous note of Gabriel Harvey, 
suggesting that he had seen Shakespeare’s Hamlet in 1598, raises a problem instead of solving it. 

(3) Allusions In the Plays. Unfortunately these arc few in number, and more often than not prove 
deceptive. But a dear example is the allusion to Essex in Ireland in the chorus before the last act 
of King Henry V, which fixes the date of the performance between April 15 and September 28, 1599 

(41 The Date of Publication. This always gives a downward limit and is sometimes helpful. Thus 
the licensing of Troilus and Cressida for publication in 1603, though no edition earlier than 1609 
is now known, is a valuable clue. 

(5) Style and Versification. These are dangerous tests, but certain broad characteristics of Shake¬ 
speare’s art emerge from them if they are tactfully used. The comparative frequency of rhyme and 
of prose is usually an indication of early and late work respectively; so too the change in modulating 
blank verse from a form so stereotyped at first that it tends to the couplet, to the perfect freedom 
cf the romantic plays. Thus it is a fact of value to note that Shakespeare's use of a weakly stressed 
ending to the line, carrying over the rhythm to the line which follows, begins as a slight experiment 
in Macbeth, where two lines (n, i. 12, rv. iii. 22) end with ‘and’. Again, a blind adherence to the 
rhyme test would m»tos the Midsummer Night's Dream Shakespeare’s earliest play; but a sober 
criticism will note that the iairy setting gave scope for purely poetic writing ana justified a lavish 
use of rhyme. 

The chronology of Shakespeare’s plays is far from certain, and a heavy proportion of the dates 
assigned to them is conjectural. Perhaps what may be called a working order has been established, 
but even then we cannot be certain that the texts handed down to us are those of the first perfor¬ 
mance. Love's Labour's Lost was stated on the title-page of the 1598 Quarto to have been ‘Newly 
corrected and augmented By W. Shakespere' and the text exhibits dear traces of revision, 

PERCY SIMPSON 
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